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Bringing the light of Christ to a darkened world
Five new priests ordained for the Archdiocese of Denver »10

Bethlehem Handicrafts
Carving by HAND
for over 300 years!

Archbishop endorses the family business

OLIVE WOOD
Over 1,000 handcrafted
pieces on display

BEAUTIFUL ONE OF A KIND GIFTS

SCAN ME

4114 S Parker Rd, Aurora, Co 80014
www.BethlehemHandicrafts.com
720-201-7193
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Archbishop’s Page
Archbishop’s Column

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Keep government out of the confessional

O

ne of the most powerful
moments in the sacramental
lives of Catholics occurs when
we walk into a confessional, lay our
sins at the feet of Jesus in the person
of the priest and receive God’s forgiveness. But state legislators in California are seeking to break into this
sacred encounter and require priests
to divulge certain sins — a development that should concern people of
faith everywhere.
Just before he ascended into
heaven, Jesus appeared to the disciples and said, “‘Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins
you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained’”
(John 20:21-23). This conferral of the
power to forgive sins shows us how
much Jesus loves us and wants to
accompany us with his mercy.
In the confessional — or for Eastern Catholics, in front of the icon of
Jesus — we experience the limitless
mercy and love of Christ, who so
greatly desires to be present to us in
our brokenness that he gave priests
the authority to forgive sins.
When we go to the sacrament of
reconciliation, Jesus offers his unconditional forgiveness to those who are
repentant. The sins we confess are
spoken to Christ in the person of the
priest and are swallowed up by his
mercy. Therefore, priests are required
to maintain absolute secrecy about
anything revealed during
confession.
The Code of Canon Law
clearly states: “The sacramental seal is inviolable;
therefore, it is absolutely
forbidden for a confessor to
betray in any way a penitent
in words or in any manner
and for any reason” (Canon
983.1). If a priest directly
breaks this trust, he is automatically excommunicated
and cannot be restored to the
Church, except by the Pope
himself.
The California legislature is
currently considering Senate Bill
360, which would require priests
to disclose sins of sexual abuse that

“

The idea that
the government
can insert itself into the
intimate relationship
between a person and
God is an example of
blatant disregard for
the Church’s freedom of
religion as guaranteed by
the First Amendment.
ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA

they hear in the confessional. As my
brother bishop, Archbishop Jose
Gomez of Los Angeles has stated, this
is “solving a crisis that doesn’t exist.”
Archbishop Gomez notes a 2017
study by Professor Keith Thompson
that shows “child sexual abuse is not
a sin that people confess to priests
in the confessional. Those who
counsel such predators tell us that
sadly, many of them are secretive and
manipulative and cannot comprehend the grave evil of their actions.”
At the same time, the idea that
the government can insert itself into
the intimate relationship between a
person and God is an example of blatant disregard for the Church’s freedom of religion as guaranteed by the
First Amendment.
Priests in the Archdiocese of
Denver have been mandatory

reporters of sexual abuse for years
and I fully support this policy, along
with the rigorous safe environment
policies we have implemented. But
allowing the state to intrude into the
confessional cannot be accepted. I
wholeheartedly agree with Bishop
Michael Barber’s statement that,
“Even if this bill passes, no priest
may obey it. The protection of your
right to confess to God and have your
sins forgiven in total privacy must be
protected. …I will go to jail before I
will obey this attack on our religious
freedom.”
Penitents should not have to fear
confession, rather it should be a place
where they encounter what Jesus

described to St. Faustina as “the Tribunal of Mercy. There the greatest
miracles take place [and] are incessantly repeated. To avail oneself of
this miracle, it is not necessary to go
on a great pilgrimage, or to carry out
some external ceremony; it suffices to
come with faith to the feet of My representative and to reveal to Him one’s
misery, and the miracle of Divine
Mercy will be fully demonstrated”
(Diary of St. Faustina, #1448).
May God guide our legislators and
our country in these times of difficulty and may he help us restore all
people to their true dignity, which is
inherently bestowed by the Creator
and not by the government.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila celebrated a special Mass May 19 at St.
Patrick Parish in Minturn with all of the men who were ordained to the
priesthood last year in Denver for the first anniversary of their ordination. Pictured from left to right are Angel Perez-Brown, Shannon
Thurman, Darrick Leier, Archbishop Aquila, Emanuele Fadini, F.S.C.B.,
Roberto Rodriguez and Tomislav Tomic. PHOTO PROVIDED

@ArchbishopDen

May 31

Let us pray for all those killed in the senseless act of
violence in Virginia Beach. Jesus, open our hearts to
encounter you so we may live in love and peace. Console the families of those whose loved ones were killed
or injured. Have mercy on our country Lord! +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
JUNE 8: 100th Anniversary Mass, Holy Family, Keensburg (5 p.m.)
JUNE 19: Dedication Mass, St. Francis of Assisi, Longmont (6:30 p.m.)
JUNE 22: Diaconate Ordination Mass, Light of the World, Littleton (10 a.m.)
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis says he
draws strength from
relationship with
Benedict XVI
BY COURTNEY GROGAN/
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

P

ope Francis said June 2 that
his relationship with Benedict
XVI gives him strength and
reminds him of the living tradition of
the Church.
“When I hear him speak, I become
strong. I hear this story of the Church,”
Pope Francis said of Benedict in an
in-flight press conference over the
weekend.
Speaking aboard the papal flight
returning from Romania, Pope Francis
said that each time he visits the pope
emeritus, he feels more like family.
“Every time I go to visit him I feel
like that, I take his hand and get him to
talk. He speaks little, slowly, but with
the same depth, as always — because
Benedict’s problem is his knees, not his
head,” he said.
“He has a great lucidity, as always,”
Pope Francis added.
Pope Francis commented that Benedict XVI reminds him that “the tradition of the Church is always in motion.”
He compared tradition to “a tree that
grows, flourishes, and bears fruit.
“Tradition is the guarantee of the
future and not the keeper of the ashes.
It’s not a museum,” he said, paraphrasing
a quote from composer Gustav Mahler.
Pope Francis also commented on the
future of Europe following the European Parliament elections on May 26.
“Europe must talk … If Europe does

not look well at future challenges,
Europe will wither, it will be withered,”
he said.
“Please do not let Europe be overcome by pessimism and ideologies,” he
said. “Because Europe is attacked not
with cannons or bombs, but with ideologies. Ideologies that are not European,
that come from outside and are born in
small groups in Europe.
“Pray for Europe,” Pope Francis said.
“Pray for Europe, for unity, for the Lord
[to] give us the grace.”
Pope Francis commented that
Romania has not suffered from a demographic winter seen in other countries
in Europe, but has had “an impressive
level of births.”
During his apostolic visit to Romania
May 31 - June 2, Pope Francis traveled to
the cities of Bucharest, Sumuleu-Ciuc,
Iași, and Blaj. He celebrated Mass at a
Marian pilgrimage site in Transylvania,
and presided over the beatification of
seven martyred Greek-Catholic bishops
in a Greek-Catholic Divine Liturgy.
Due to poor weather conditions,
Pope Francis had to travel by car rather
than by helicopter as scheduled. He said
that the unexpected storm was “a grace
from God” because he was able to see
the “beautiful landscape.”
“I have crossed the whole of Transylvania. It is beautiful and I have never
seen anything like it,” he said.

From here to eternity.

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally — Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially — Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of
the Catholic Church.
Spiritually — Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through
your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not
be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it
a way to serve the greater good.
Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Hannah Brockhaus contributed to this
report.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following were granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver on the day
of their Ordination to the Priesthood on May 25, 2019 and appointed as follows:
Reverend Witold Kaczmarzyk, appointed Parochial Vicar at Christ the King Parish, Denver,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, effective June 19, 2019.
Reverend Mateusz Ratajczak, appointed Parochial Vicar at Light of the World Parish,
Littleton, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, effective June 19, 2019.
Reverend Julio Cesar Amezcua, appointed Parochial Vicar at Queen of Peace Parish,
Aurora, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, effective June 19, 2019.
Reverend Adam Bradshaw, appointed Parochial Vicar at Spirit of Christ Parish, Arvada,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, effective June 19, 2019.
Reverend Thomas J. Scherer, granted permission to continue his studies in Canon Law at
the Pontifical University of Santa Croce, Rome, Italy, until the completion of the program.

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
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Around the Archdiocese

‘Julia’s
canoe’ fills
with prayer
intentions

BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

J

ulia Greeley’s selfless life has captured the attention of Catholics
around the world.
Many believe the former slave and
now Servant of God who spent her
life serving others is answering their
prayers and providing miracles for
themselves and their loved ones.
“It really grounds me in the sense
that she should be a saint,” said Mary
Leisring, Director of the Office of Black

Catholic Ministry and President of the
Julia Greeley Guild. “Hopefully Rome
sees that as well.”
The next step in Julia’s cause for canonization would be for her to become
venerable, then after one miracle to
become blessed and after one more to
become a saint.
The Julia Greeley Guild, which is
currently made up of 140 people, knows
of 849 “friends of Julia” who have written in seeking relics and additional
information about Julia. The Guild
also receives prayer intentions, which
it prays for through her intercession.

Testimonies of miraculous intercession
by Julia Greeley could help move her
cause for canonization forward

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
It’s all here, and
getting even better.
Our Catholic independent
senior living tower is getting
a complete top to bottom
renovation – from a new 14th
floor pub and patio to renovated
apartments to penthouses with
spectacular views.

Call Melissa today at 720.909.3814 to schedule your tour.
Hurry! Limited units available.

PHOTO BY DAVID M. CHAMBERS | UNSPLASH

Years
Congratulations to Reverend Jerry Rohr
on your 25th Anniversary
of Ordination to the Priesthood
With warmest thanks for your service to the communities of
St. Patrick – Holyoke ’ St. Peter – Fleming ’ Christ The King – Haxtun

You are a joyful witness to all.

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado

homeishere.org

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

Co
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“I’m blessed in a lot of ways to be able
to be the president of the guild and read
all the things that are happening for her
and by her and in her,” said Leisring.
The guild has received several testimonies from people who believe their
prayers through Julia’s intercession
have been answered. Those testimonies
could become crucial if Julia makes it
to the venerable phase.
It would be no surprise if Julia
plays a part in answering the prayers
of those who seek her help — Julia once
responded to a local grocery and café
employee’s request for prayers with,
“Mary, I’ll put you in a canoe with a lot
of others I pray for. …”
“She used that metaphor to tell
people that she would pray for them,”
said Leisring.
The guild accepts prayers through
a virtual canoe via email but hopes
to obtain a real canoe, place it in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception where Julia’s body is
interred, and allow visitors to put their
prayer intentions inside it.
Those who have already added
their intentions to Julia’s canoe and
expressed interest in her life give Leisring hope that the cause will continue

to move forward.
“Her life story is such a powerful
story,” she said.
Leisring believes after Julia lost her
eye when a slave master caught it with
his whip, “somehow the Holy Spirit and
the Lord touched Julia and guided her
and graced her to be able to treat people
and serve the poor, serve firemen, anybody she met.
“They didn’t have to be Catholic,”
she added, “she was always just a giving
person.”
Leisring hopes Julia’s selfless service
continues to inspire others to strive for
holiness.
“Here’s a person that I really believe
has been graced by God to do the things
she did in the era that she did them,”
said Leisring. “It shows that ordinary
people can become extraordinary.”
If you have an urgent petition,
send a brief report of it to
juliascanoe@gmail.com
or by mail to Julia Greeley Guild,
1535 N. Logan St., Denver CO 80203.
Visit juliagreeley.org for more
information or if you are interested
in joining the Julia Greeley Guild.

i

UNTANGLING EGO
Freeing Your Self

Learn who you are, and who you are not. Through
discussions and deep reflection on this day we learn
how to discern the nature of our hearts. The focus of
this retreat is to become more aware of the
unconsciousness of false self or ego and uncover the
emerging true self. Join us for this fun and
informative retreat, where your life will surely change
as you become more aware of who you deeply are.
Spiritual teacher Frannie Rose and Bishop Richard
Hanifen will lecture and will share with you deep
discussion.
Retreat Cost $90 with Breakfast and Lunch included.
Limited Scholarships available, please call.

JULY 13th, 2019
9:00 am - 3:30pm
St. John Paul ll
Center at the
Archdiocesan
Pastoral Center,
1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210

FOR

KING & COUNTRY

WITH REBECCA ST. JAMES

Sunday, June 30

“OSV has changed the way I see the world and the way I look
at my faith. My spirituality has grown and I’m thankful that it
has become part of my everyday life.” ~ Cary L., Longmont, CO
REGISTER ONLINE OR BY PHONE

OneSimpleVoice.org
719-866-6542

connect with the sacred

*AVAILABLE ARENA EVENTS TICKET PRICES INCREASE JUNE 26 BY $5
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A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

INTERIOR
RENOVATION

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

Around the Archdiocese

Annunciation fifth
graders write, illustrate
children’s book
about Julia Greeley

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,159,363.14

All donations are tax deductible

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
Makes
a great
Father’s
Day gift!

Marisol Health invites you to

For men who rise up to the challenge of being the
Sons, Husbands, Fathers and Brothers they were meant to be!

Men's Breakfast

A Fundraising Event for Marisol Health

The fifth-grade class at Annunciation Catholic School in Denver wrote
and illustrated a children’s book about Julia Greeley. The students presented a copy to Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at the Cardinal Stafford
Library on May 31. PHOTOS BY MOIRA CULLINGS
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

W

hen members of the Julia
Greeley Guild visited the
fifth-grade class at Annunciation Catholic School in Denver, they
mentioned their hope of someone writing a children’s book about Julia.
“They asked, ‘Do you know anyone
who would want to write a children’s
book?’” said fifth-grade teacher Maggie
Ellis. “I said, ‘Well, we can.’
“My class is very artistic and they’re

very creative,” she said.
From October 2018 until February
2019, Ellis’ class wrote and illustrated a
hardcover children’s book about Julia’s
life, called Julia Greeley: Denver’s Angel
of Charity. They presented a copy to
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at the St.
John Paul II Center May 31.
“It gives me great joy to see their
interest in Julia Greeley because she
is such a great example of a very simple,
humble woman who lived the Gospel
and had a deep love for Jesus Christ,

Thursday, June 20, 2019

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: CURTIS MARTIN
Husband, Father, Founder and CEO of
Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS)
The Denver Athletic Club
1325 Glenarm Place | Denver, CO 80204
7:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by Bishop Jorge Rodríguez, Ph.D.
Worship lead by Matt Miller
7:45 a.m. Breakfast & Program
$100 per person | $800 per table of 8 | $1,000 Sonrise Sponsor
For information, tickets or sponsorship information, please contact
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289

ccdenver.org/Sonrise

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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HELP TEAM
SAMARITAN HOUSE
REACH THE SUMMIT!

Archbishop Aquila was inspired by the students’ efforts and the love
they showed for Julia Greeley.

who lived her life as a true authentic
disciple,” said the archbishop.
“And it really helps the children see
that it is possible for them, too, to live
our faith in Christ.”
For Mary Leisring, Director of the
Office of Black Catholic Ministry and
President of the Julia Greeley Guild,
the students’ achievement is moving.
“It almost takes your breath away
because here’s a group of fifth graders that are able to get it, about all the
things that [Julia] did, what she represented and everything,” she said.
“And then to publish a book with
photographs that they themselves drew
— something like this is just God sent.”
Julieta Ochoa is a member of the
class who served with a fellow classmate as project manager, designed the
book cover and helped with another
picture inside the book, as well as one
of the paragraphs.
“It was really special to see that my
drawing was on the cover,” she said.
Throughout the project, Ochoa was
most inspired by Julia’s actions in the
midst of her suffering.
“She had arthritis through all her
bones, yet she managed to go up and

down the streets and give people things
even though it probably hurt a lot,” she
said.
Ellis hopes the book can inspire
more children the way it did her own.
“I think they were so amazed about
how she’s this slave who started with
nothing, started with so much pain and
trauma, and grew up to be someone who
[although] the pain wasn’t washed away,
she was able to use her life in service to
others,” said Ellis.
“I just feel really proud of them and
really hopeful that they can see there is
someone who experienced great pain
who did something incredible with
their life and I can do that, too.”

i

Team Samaritan House is officially
on the road raising funds for
Catholic Charities’ shelter services.
SUPPORT A RIDER TODAY

TeamSamaritanHouse.com
Erika Kilbarger at 720-799-9290 or ekilbarger@ccdenver.org

Help reach our goal!

$300,000
$300,000

$150,000

To purchase a copy of Julia
Greeley: Denver’s Angel of
Charity, email Maggie Ellis
at maggie.ellis@annunciationk8.
org.

Turn your Clunker
into Cash!

88 cents of every
dollar donated to
Catholic Charities
goes directly to
programs to serve
those in need.

Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284

2019 SPONSORS

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

Geneos
WEALTH

M A N A G E M E N T,

INC.

TM
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Additions · Remodels · Full Builds
Design
Thru Build

U
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O
C

PARISHIONER
Residential &
Matthew Alderman
Commercial
c. 720.217.1263
General
w. 303.495.2777
Contractor
aldermanbuilders.com

49.99

$

AC Tune-up

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

SCHEDULE TODAY!

59

$

Swamp Cooler
Start-up

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

SCHEDULE TODAY!

25 Off

$

Sprinkler
Start-up

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

SCHEDULE TODAY!

Locally
Owned and
Operated

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING

World & Nation

New Vatican norms
on sex abuse line up
with archdiocese’s
current policies

Taking care
of our
families,
by keeping
yours
safe!

303-280-5765
squeaksservices.com

PHOTO VATICAN MEDIA

BY KEVIN JONES/CATHOLIC
NEWS AGENCY

WELCOME
NEW
RANGERS!
ARRUPE JESUIT
Elva Isabell Aleman
Destiny Lynn Arias-Buckeye
Alma Denise Borunda
Emma Estelle Crisafulli
Adrianna Raquel Garcia
Anna Christina Hernandez Barrios
Ivanna Gabriela Luna
Anthony Maka
Maria Maka
Waleska Carolina Rivera Garcia
Josephine Robles Guzman
Anna Marie Trujillo

Congratulations to our incoming
2019 Catholic high school
graduates. We’re proud of you
Regis University Class of 2023!

BISHOP MACHEBEUF

MULLEN

Valery Arellano Ramirez
Fernando Carrillo
Sharon M. Flores-Alvarado
Olivier Gabriel Sokolowski

Meghan Elizabeth Cawley
Isabella Dominguez
Chan D. Le
Braden James Parris
Daniel Anthony Pearsall-Dineen

HOLY FAMILY
Joanna Terese Begler
Alexandra Dau
Thao My Victoria Duong
Caela Marie Engstrom-Smallwood
Alondra Mojica
Jennifer Thuy Vy Nguyen
Nhi Tuyet Nguyen
Kayla A. Rodriguez
Cori Noelle Schaffe

REGIS JESUIT
Jaylem L. Allen Durousseau
Dylan T. Zarlengo
Anne Margaret Seier

ST MARY’S ACADEMY
Sofia Isabel Aguirre
Monica Nicole Bautista
Liliana P. Salcido Beltran

T

he Vatican’s global norms mandating sex abuse reporting took
effect June 1, but two North
American archdioceses say their recent
decades’ work against clergy sex abuse
means they are largely already compliant with the new global requirements
for the Catholic Church.
“We recognize that trust needs to
be regained and that we must work
every day to earn that trust. That’s why
viewing this from a global perspective
is important,” Neil MacCarthy, Director of public relations and communications at the Archdiocese of Toronto,
told CNA. “It’s not just about Toronto
having a responsible approach in place.
It’s trying to ensure that this is a priority of the global Church — that we are all
concerned for the safety and well-being
of those involved in our ministries.
“When any diocese experiences a
case of sexual abuse, it is a wound to
every one of us. People don’t tend to
distinguish between one diocese or
another so it really is a ‘Catholic Church
issue,’” MacCarthy added. “That’s a
huge challenge and in our own dioceses
we need to do all that we can to regain
that trust, one day at a time.”
Pope Francis promulgated the new

norms May 9 in a document titled Vos
estis lux mundi, or “You are the Light
of the World.”
The norms establish that clerics and religious are obliged to
report sexual abuse accusations to
the local ordinary where the abuse
occurred. Every diocese must have
a mechanism for reporting abuse.
When a suffragan bishop is accused, the
metropolitan archbishop — that is, the
head of the region’s archdiocese — is
placed in charge of the investigation.
Sexual abuse of minors is not the
only focus. With the new norms, the
coercion of seminarians and religious
into sexual activity through the misuse
of authority is placed in the same criminal category as abuse of minors and
vulnerable adults.
The document is a motu proprio, a
Church instruction that reflects the
pope’s personal judgement. The norms
of Vos estis lux mundi are approved for
an experimental basis for a period of
three years.
“The crimes of sexual abuse offend
Our Lord, cause physical, psychological
and spiritual damage to the victims and
harm the community of the faithful,”
Pope Francis said in the document.
“Therefore, it is good that procedures
be universally adopted to prevent and
combat these crimes that betray the
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3.99

Auto Rates Starting at

trust of the faithful.”
The Toronto archdiocese is reviewing the document and believes that “key
elements” of the norms are already
present in archdiocesan procedures.
“We don’t view these as new responsibilities. Rather, they are building on
what has been in place for us since 1989.
We must foster a safe environment for
every person who interacts with the
Archdiocese of Toronto,” MacCarthy
said.
MacCarthy pointed to the Canadian
bishops’ 2018 document “Protecting
Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to the
Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing,
Reconciliation, and Transformation.”
It has over 60 recommendations for
dioceses on how to implement their
protocols on sex abuse.
The Archdiocese of Denver said its
initial review of the document concluded that the mandatory reporting
policies and reporting mechanisms
are already part of its own code of conduct and its Office of Child and Youth
Protection.
The new norms “mirror many of
the policies put in place in the United
States by the 2002 Dallas Charter,”
said the archdiocese, referring to the
Charter for the Protection of Young
People approved at the U.S. bishops’
spring 2002 assembly held in Dallas
in the wake of widespread reports of
clergy sex abuse of children and failure
of Church authorities to keep known
abusers away from minors.
“In Denver, we have had mandatory
reporting and strict sexual misconduct
policies since 1991, that were further
strengthened by the 2002 Charter, and
consistently updated every few years,”
the Denver archdiocese said.
It suggested that the main change
required by the document is the establishment of reporting and investigating procedures for allegations against
bishops. Such discussions began at the
U.S. bishops’ fall assembly in November
2018, and “will no doubt be resumed
at the next bishops’ meeting in June.”
“We would echo what Cardinal
Daniel D. DiNardo has said, that we
too are grateful for the opportunity to
build upon the excellent foundation
and existing framework already in
place here in the United States,” said
the archdiocese.
“Protecting our children and our
most vulnerable is a sacred responsibility of the Catholic Church, and the
Archdiocese of Denver is committed to
seeking justice and healing for survivors
and to restoring the trust of people to
live their faith in the Church,” the archdiocese added.

It cited Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
of Denver: “May Jesus, who is the way,
the truth and the life guide us, and may
we keep our eyes fixed on him who alone
can bring healing and peace.”
MacCarthy said the new norms
are “a positive step forward for the
global Church,” adding that there are
many countries around the world with
“no policies or procedures in place
whatsoever.”
“It is important to view this document in the context of the global
Church and the impact it can have in
bringing everyone up to a minimum
standard,” he said. “In North America,
we have been deeply immersed in trying
to address the abuse crisis for decades.
We must remember this isn’t the case
in many jurisdictions and hopefully the
collective effort can have an impact.”
“The Archdiocese of Toronto has
had a policy and procedure relating to
allegations of abuse in place since 1989,”
MacCarthy explained. The policy has
been revised multiple times, with the
last revision in October 2018.
“Every employee of the archdiocese
has a responsibility to report any credible allegation of abuse,” said MacCarthy. “In the case of minors, our policy
explicitly states that we must inform
the appropriate civil authorities ‘within
one hour or as soon thereafter as circumstances will reasonably permit’.”
The mechanism for reporting abuse
and communicating with any victim is
“very clear.” Victims are told that going
to civil authorities is always an option.
“In the case of bishops, they are subject to both civil law and canon law as
they relate to the issue of abuse or misconduct,” said MacCarthy, who stressed
the importance of continuing education
about sex abuse protection.
“We are one of the largest groups
in the country involved in police background checks and screening clergy,
staff and volunteers in ministry,” he
said. “The more education we can do
with our clergy, staff and volunteers, the
more effective we will all be in ensuring
that a safe environment is a priority for
every parish.”
In the U.S., clergy sex abuse of
minors peaked in the mid-1970s before
going into a long decline which some
researchers say mirrors a general countrywide decline in sex abuse of children.
Father D. Paul Sullins, a Catholic
priest and retired Catholic University
of America sociology professor, has
warned that there are signs of a new rise
in the rate of sex abuse by clergy and
warns of possible complacency among
bishops and dioceses.

%
APR

*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

200

$

deposited
into your
savings account when you
purchase a vehicle through
Enterprise Car Sales.***

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 3.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business
purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new,
pre-owned and refinanced vehicles May 1 – June 30, 2019.
***Fidelis Credit Union will deposit $200 to your Fidelis Credit Union savings account within 60
days of financing the vehicle. Offer void when 7-Day Repurchase Agreement is activated. No cash
advances. Offer not valid on previous Enterprise purchases. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Offer only good on Enterprise Car Sales vehicles.

Waterford, Killarney, Knock, Sligo, Connemara,
Ring of Kerry, Galway and Dublin

$3679 Roundtrip from PHX, MSP & DEN
RT from New York

More Info at: www.pilgrimages.com/frpeterson
n

HEIDELBERG - RHINE VALLEY - INNSBRUCK - SALZBURG
VIENNA - MUNICH - ROTHENBURG

Fr. Steven Peterson
507-273-4916
sjp4646@gmail.com

Kendra Wilt
660-287-3724
kwilt27@gmail.com

Prices include round trip airfare, entrance fees and service charges, most meals,
gov’t taxes and airlines surcharges, professional licensed guides and bus drivers,
first class sightseeing, accommodations at 4 star and select hotels.
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‘I send you out as sheep
Archbishop
Aquila ordains
five men to the
priesthood
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

R

cvilla@fraternas.org
@calenvilla

ecalling the phrase Jesus told
his disciples: “I send you out as
sheep in the midst of wolves”
(Mt 10:16), Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
urged the new priests to shine amid a
society where darkness and hostility
against God abounds.
The prelate presided the priestly
ordination at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception in Denver
May 25. The new priests are Julio Cesar
Amezcua, from Spain; Adam Bradshaw,
born in Texas; Witold Kaczmarzyk and
Mateusz Ratajczak, from Poland; and
Thomas Scherer, from Colorado.
The new priests were accompanied
by their families, who came from Spain,
Poland and around the United States.
Dozens of people from the parishes
where they served as deacons throughout the year were also present. The environment of the sunny spring morning
was a joyful, prayerful one. The Mass
readings were read in English, Spanish
and Polish, honoring the diversity of
nationalities of the new priests.

CALLED TO BRING THE LIGHT
A young priest can only bring the
light of Christ to a confused society
through faith and hope in Jesus: “Open
your heart to him, for it is he, and he
alone, who gives life,” Archbishop
Aquila said during his homily. “You are
going into a world that has abandoned
God and wants nothing to do with God.”
He then reminded them that this is
not the first time the Church has experienced turbulent times. He recalled how
the People of Israel adored false gods,
even to the point of offering their children in sacrifice to them. He mentioned
the dark times of the Middle Ages and the
two World Wars of the 20th century and
spoke of the challenges they will have to
face in their ministry in a “world that
loves false gods and believes in relativism, that lies about the dignity of the
human person made in the image and
likeness of God, made male and female…”

He encouraged them to always proclaim the truth in charity: “Do not yell
at people, do not scream, [due to] the
lack of stability that we see so often
today … Always proclaim the truth with
charity and never let fear prevent you
from proclaiming the truth.”
Thereafter, he invited all of those
present to pray for the five new priests:
“That they may be faithful, virtuous,
holy men, whose hearts are formed by
Christ.”
The archbishop asked parents to “be
willing to offer your sons to Christ if
he calls them. Never ever discourage
a young man from the priesthood.” He
also insisted: “Pray that the Lord may
plant in the heart of young men the seed
of the vocation of the priesthood, and
he will provide them the grace and the
fortitude to say ‘yes’ to that vocation no
matter the cost.”
The five
new
priests
were
called to
bring the
light of
Christ to
a darkened
world.
PHOTOS BY ANDREW

INTIMACY WITH JESUS
Archbishop Aquila also gave the new
priests some recommendations to help
them grow in fidelity to their priestly
vocation. He assured them that the
most important point is an “intimacy
with Jesus,” which would make them
“men of virtue and holiness.”
He also invited them to be “men of
prayer,” which does not mean that “you
hide away in the chapel for hours a day
or you spend your life in prayer,” since
that is a different calling, and added:
“[In your ministry] you will see as a
priority to serve others for the love of
Christ,” always trusting in the power
and grace of God, “because it is God’s
power working for you, and you must
open your hearts and souls to receive
that grace from God and to radically
depend on him and not on yourselves.”
The archbishop reminded the men
of their mission “to bring people to
encounter Jesus Christ,” and he highlighted Pope Francis’ constant invitation “to go out into the peripheries, go
out to the lost sheep.”
“These men… have heard the call
to the priesthood of Jesus Christ and
opened their hearts to the call,” Archbishop Aquila said. “They have received
that call from the Lord. Even in these
times in which we live, the Lord continues to call men to the priesthood,
he continues to call them to follow in
his footsteps.”

WRIGHT

If you missed the ordination,
it can be viewed in full at
archden.org/livestream
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in the midst of wolves’

FATHER WITOLD
KACZMARZYK

FATHER ADAM
BRADSHAW

FATHER JULIO
CESAR AMEZCUA

FATHER MATEUSZ
RATAJCZAK

FATHER TOM
SCHERER

It was at the University of
Technology in Poland as a student of the faculty of physics
that Witold Kaczmarzyk would
discover his vocation to the
priesthood.
“While a student, I started
reading the Bible, praying and
attending meetings where I
could talk with other students
about my faith,” he said. “Due
to them, my vocation ‘came
to the surface,’ and I made a
decision to study theology and
develop my faith seriously.”
He informed his parents
that he wanted to drop out of
the university and study theology, and while surprised, they
were supportive. In 2010, he
began to study theology and,
using his aptitude for science,
taught math, English, physics and chemistry as a private
tutor for a time.
After two years, he entered
a seminary in his home diocese of Kalisz, Poland, and
was transferred to Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Seminary in
Orchard Lake, Mich., which
specializes in training Polish
seminarians for the priesthood
in the United States.
As a new priest, Father
Kaczmarsyk is most looking forward to celebrating
the Eucharist and hearing
confessions.

Throughout his journey to
the priesthood, Adam Bradshaw has been inspired by the
words and witness of John the
Baptist.
“He has been a constant
companion, a guide and a
model for how I should live my
life as a priest,” he said.
Bradshaw was born in
Austin, Texas but grew up
in Houston. He entered the
Church in 2009 and “knew I
wanted to give my life to God
in some way,” he said.
Although Bradshaw had
always wanted to get married,
he was drawn toward priestly
ministry and “felt a lot of peace
and certainty that this was
what God wanted me to do.”
Now a priest, Bradshaw is
most excited to celebrate Mass
and hear confessions.
“These have been the hinges
of my life all these years, and I
am so excited that now I will be
able to help in celebrating the
sacraments and bringing the
presence of Jesus to people,”
he said.

Julio Cesar Amezcua is originally from Madrid, Spain. He
attended Catholic school and
grew up playing soccer and
riding horses.
At the age of 21, he moved to
Denver to study psychology at
Metropolitan State University
of Denver. It was there he met
Father Angel Perez-Lopez, who
helped him grow in his faith
and eventually led him to join
a community of the Neocatechumenal Way in 2009.
After a discernment period
of a few months, Amezcua
felt the Lord was calling him
to enter Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary. The
missionary calling of his priesthood is very appealing to him.
“This is what excites me the
most,” he said. “It means that
the Lord can take me anywhere
in the world at any moment.”
Amezcua served in Boston
during his mandatory year of
mission outside of the seminary and saw firsthand the
challenges the Church in
Boston is facing: intensifying
secularization.
“This event opened my eyes
to the difficulties that we can
face in Denver if we don’t evangelize,” he said.

Mateusz Ratajczak grew up
in a forgiving, Catholic family,
and, surrounded by the examples of many holy priests,
entertained the thought of
being a priest as a boy growing
up in Poland.
However, as a teenager,
Ratajczak rebelled and stopped
seeing the Church as a place for
him. It was through the Neocatechumenal Way that God
called him back and “showed
me strongly his mercy for me.
“I discovered the Church as
a hospital for the weak, where
[I experienced] the continuous
discovery of the love of God in
the context of the postbaptismal
community,” Ratajczak said.
He entered Redemptoris
Mater Seminary in October
2009. His time there has been
“the best time of my life,” he
said, especially the three years
of missionary training he spent
in different islands of the Pacific.
Upon his ordination, Father
Ratajczak is grateful to God and
the Archdiocese of Denver for
making it possible for him to
be a priest.
“In becoming a priest, I am
really hoping [to be] ever more
conformed to Christ the Good
Shepherd,” Father Ratajcazak
said, “who lays down his life
for the sheep, and who came to
serve and not to be served.”

When Tom Scherer surrendered control of his life and
learned to trust in God, the seed
for the priesthood was planted
in his heart.
It was at the 2011 priestly
ordination in Denver where
that seed was cultivated and
blossomed into a vocation.
“God spoke to my heart,
saying ‘This is what I want
from you.’ I was quite alarmed,
because I thought I had already
discerned that the priesthood
was not for me, but the more I
prayed about it, the more peace
I had.
“The conviction of God’s
call has grown steadily over the
course of the past seven years.”
Scherer studied at the Pontifical North American College
in Rome, the most beautiful
part of which was being “near
the saints, to pray at their tombs
and to be formed by their witness of faith and charity” he
said.
Now, as a priest, Father
Scherer continues to be open
to the surprises God has in store
for him.
“God has surprised me so
much over this journey that I
don’t even want to try to anticipate anything,” he said. “My one
expectation is that God will continue to give his grace so that I
may live this life well.”
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Well done, good and faithful servants
25 YEARS

50 YEARS

FATHER
JAMES
GOGGINS

FATHER
JERRY
ROHR

FATHER
STEPHEN
SIEBERT

FATHER
GERARDO
PUGA

FATHER
DANIEL
LEONARD

MSGR.
BOB
AMUNDSEN

ORDAINED 6/4/1994

ORDAINED 6/4/1994

ORDAINED 7/2/1994

ORDAINED 7/25/1994

ORDAINED 11/25/1994

ORDAINED 12/19/1969

Father James Goggins
felt drawn to religious
life when he was just a
boy.
“We had wonderful
priests and sisters at our
parish and school, and
I admired them a great
deal,” he said.
Father Goggins was
ordained a priest on
June 4, 1994. He has
served at parishes all
around the archdiocese
and is currently pastor
of St. Mary in Greeley.
Father Goggins said he
has discovered “a great
joy in doing my duty
and doing it one day at
a time, and trying to
connect people to the
Lord.”
He believes that for
a priest, “the most
important thing is to
connect people with
Jesus, no matter what’s
going on in their lives
— whether it’s joy or
suffering — and especially in the Eucharist,”
he said.
He encourages young
priests to “focus on
Jesus,” he said. “Let him
be the whole focus of
your priesthood — nothing and no one else.”

Father Jerry Rohr’s
call to the priesthood
was “an evolving”
experience.
“It wasn’t a St. Paul
moment,” he said. “It
was a slow growing
toward this need to give
back somehow to what
I believed Christ had
given me.”
Father Rohr was
ordained a priest on
June 4, 1994. He currently serves as pastor
of Christ the King in
Haxtun, St. Patrick in
Holyoke and St. Peter
the Apostle in Fleming.
Because he didn’t enter
seminary until he was
29, Father Rohr understands it can be challenging for older men
who feel drawn to the
priesthood to answer
that call.
“Don’t be afraid,” he
said. “Anytime is the
right time.”
His advice for young
priests is to “remember
that you do not bring
Christ to your parish,”
he said. “Your job is
to discover the Christ
that already exists in
your parish and in your
parishioners.”

Father Stephen Siebert
admits he wandered in
his early adolescence
before “Our Lord found
me, and I heard the good
news,” he said.
To this day, he remembers the exact dates he
converted to Christ and
eventually felt called to
the priesthood.
“Love, peace and joy
filled my life, and suddenly, vice fled,” he said.
“Within a short time, my
prayer became, ‘Lord, I
want to serve you for the
rest of my life.’”
Father Siebert was
ordained to the priesthood on July 2, 1994
in Tijuana, Mexico as a
member of the Missionaries of Charity Fathers.
He served as a missionary in Mexico and
Italy and helped in the
missions Mother Teresa
opened in Albania.
Father Siebert returned
to diocesan parish life
in the U.S. after 11 years
with the mission and
was received into the
Archdiocese of Denver.
He currently serves
as pastor of St. Mary
in Breckenridge and
Our Lady of Peace in
Silverthorne.

Father Gerardo Puga
began to feel the call
to the priesthood
during his high school
years, but “I was a little
afraid,” he said.
Father Puga thought he
wanted to get married
one day, but his love for
the sacraments eventually led him to say “yes”
to God’s call to religious
life.
“I think God was patient
with me and remained
calling me,” he said.
Father Puga was
ordained a priest on
July 25, 1994. He currently serves as pastor
of Holy Family in
Meeker, St. Ignatius of
Antioch in Rangely and
St. Michael in Craig.
Father Puga wants
young priests to know
that “the call is not just
once in your life.
“Put your vocation,
your life in the mercy
of God, permit the Holy
Spirit to change you,
to convert your heart
and go ahead every day.
Because the call is not
in the past — it’s in the
present.”

Growing up in Ireland,
Father Daniel Leonard
took his faith seriously
and attended daily
Mass with his family.
His mom gave him,
the youngest child, the
responsibility to pray
the Prayer of St. Francis
at the end of Mass.
It instilled in Father
Leonard a “desire to
help people — to bring
hope and faith and life,”
and sparked his interest
in the priesthood.
Father Leonard was
ordained a priest on
Nov. 25, 1994. He has
served as a parish priest
and seminary professor and is currently
the Rector of St. John
Vianney Theological
Seminary.
Father Leonard imagines his ministry is
similar to Jesus’ work of
teaching his followers
to spread the Gospel.
“I know that all of these
future priests are going
to touch the lives of
literally thousands and
thousands of people,”
he said. “It gives a lot of
hope.”
His advice to young
priests is to “live a
strong life of prayer.”

Monsignor Bob Amundsen was working on an
assignment in fourth
grade that required him
to find a picture of what
he wanted to be when he
grew up.
But when he couldn’t
find a photo of his dream
job — a medical professional — his mom
offered him a Catholic
magazine.
“I cut out a picture of a
priest saying Mass with
my essay, ‘When I grow
up I want to be a priest,’”
he said. “And here I am
65 years later.”
Monsignor Amundsen
was ordained a priest
on Dec. 19, 1969. He
is currently pastor of
Immaculate Conception
in Lafayette and enjoys
celebrating Mass and
confession, as well as
offering spiritual direction to young adults.
His advice to young
priests is “be a man of
prayer and live in imitation of Jesus. Love the
people you serve. Listen
to their faith stories
because the lay people
will really enrich your
understanding of the
connection of life and
faith.”
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We honor and thank our priests
for their years of service
60 YEARS

65 YEARS

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei

Silence

Retreats are a time of
silence. The retreat from
the everyday environment
helps one to get calm inside.

Listening

FATHER
THOMAS
MCCORMICK

MSGR.
RAYMOND
JONES

FATHER
JAMES
PURFIELD

ORDAINED 5/19/1959

ORDAINED 6/6/1959

ORDAINED 5/29/1954

After 60 years of priesthood, Father Thomas
McCormick refers
to himself as “God’s
spoiled kid.”
“I’ve been spoiled with
the gift of the priesthood, the gift of faith,
the gift of health,”
Father McCormick said
with a smile. “I haven’t
had a bad assignment in
60 years.”
Indeed, Father McCormick has had a variety of
assignments throughout
his priesthood, including
pastor, junior high principal and missionary. He
was even involved with
the civil rights movement in the 1960s, when
he marched on Selma
with Martin Luther King
Jr. Throughout his many
experiences as a priest,
Father McCormick
fondly looks back at his
time spent doing mission work in Colombia
and Mexico. These experiences characterized his
60 years of priesthood
and shape his advice to
young priests.
“If we truly understand
the Gospel, [we realize]
that we need the poor
more than the poor need
us.”

Msgr. Jones couldn’t be
reached for an interview
by press time.

Father Purfield couldn’t
be reached for an interview by press time.

5 YEARS

•Father Warli de
Araujo Castro
•Father Joseph
Doman
•Father Nathan
Goebel
•Father Jason
Wunsch
10 YEARS

•Father Carlos
Bello-Ayala
•Father Mauricio
Bermudez
•Father Jose de Jesus
Garcia
•Father Joseph
Toledo
15 YEARS

•Father Jose Saenz
• Father Joseph Tran
20 YEARS

•Father Jason Therauf

Mindfulness grows in this
silence. Those who make
retreats listen to the word
of the God and to what
makes His word vibrate
in our soul.
facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org
A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

30 YEARS

•Father Tadeusz
Kopczynski
35 YEARS

•Father Joseph
Blanco
•Father Donald
Willette
•Father Felicien
Mbala
• Father Simon
Kalonga
45 YEARS

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

•Father William
Breslin
•Father Thomas
Coyte
•Msgr. Bernard
Schmitz
•Father James E.
Fox, V.F.
55 YEARS

•Father Michael
Kerrigan

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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Most Rev. Jorge Rodriguez

Bishop’s Column

Why do we call priests “father”?

T

What I can say is the Bible itself and
his month we celebrate
tradition prove we’re right.
Father’s Day, and just as we
The priest never gets married or
prepared to express our love
has children. No one celebrates him
and gratitude to our mother in May,
on Father’s Day, and he will never
this month we have the opportunity
hear a child call him “dad.” Noneto acknowledge our duty of gratitude
theless, when he enters the parish,
toward the man we call “father.”
people call him “father.”
We call God “Father,” we refer to
We must recognize that on the
the pope as “Holy Father,” and we also
realm of faith, a relationship between
call our priests “father.” Not to menthe priest and the faithful is estabtion the “founding fathers” or even
lished that allows for the reality of
the San Diego “Padres.” Yet Jesus
fatherhood to be applied to the priest.
told us not to call anyone “father” on
earth! Does Christ forbid us from call- The father figure is related to the
origin of life, its defense, its protecing our biological father “father”?
Obviously not, and the Early Chris- tion and the vigilant presence that
instills in us confidence. God is our
tian community knew that well from
Father and all life comes from him;
the beginning, so they kept calling
ERCY
YEARS OF M
his
providence looks after us and his
their fathers “father” and later30
also
presence makes us feel safe. Thus,
applied this title to priests. Some
Jesus taught us to call him “Father.”
Protestant brothers and sisters argue
God is Father not only because he is
that the Catholic Church is against
the origin of our earthly life, but also
the Bible’s teachings. I will not
because he is the one who gives us
address that question directly, as it is
eternal and divine life. Every single
a matter dealing with interpretation.

SAMARITAN

HOUSE

one of our cells is deeply connected
to, and depends on, him.
But God wanted to affiliate his
fatherhood with those who share in
his Son’s priesthood; for the life of
grace, the Communion that upholds
us in life and the prayer that defends
us from evil are all given to us through
their ministry. The priest, as father,
teaches us the faith, forgives us when
we fail and blesses us like a father and
like God, our Father. We receive from
the priest the apostolic faith, the sacraments, supernatural life. He is not
the source, but the channel.
Furthermore, the priest finds in
the faithful those sons and daughters
that Christ promised to those who
left everything for him. The priest
leaves the possibility of starting a
family behind, and God gives him an
even larger one: you, the faithful, who
call him “father,” even if you are not
related by blood.
It is true that when the priest
39 Friend of
St. Francis
1 Jesus
of Assisi
called
Simon this 40 Bothers
5 An epistle 41 Expression of
10 Son of
disrespect
Adam
for God
14 Musical
instrument 43 Make the
15 Eleve’s
sign of
place
the cross
16 Samoan
44 Rev.’s alma
capital
mater
17 Greasy
45 Brass wind
18 Large
instrument
marine
46 Stimulus
mammal
47 Small child
19 Unit of
48 White silk
potential
garment
difference
worn by
20 Winter
the Pope
hrs. in the
Diocese of 50 Wise
man gift
Cheyenne
21 “___ Irae” 53 Knot in
wool
22 Road to
the altar?
54 The flood
23 Vatican
is found
Guard
here
25 Too
(abbr.)
28 Encourag- 57 A Rachael
ing word
Ray
29 507, to
favorite
Nero
58 Tempest
30 Follower
60 Comof spy
motion
or web
61 Nautilus
33 Like some
captain
vbs.
62 Paroxysm
36 Before
63 Singles
its time
64 Applied
38 Celestial
body used 65 June
birthstone
in dating
Easter
66 MSG site

ACROSS

’

SAM S JAM
WE NEED YOU AT THE
MEAL THAT SERVES MANY
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
4TH ANNUAL SAMARITAN HOUSE
BENEFIT DINNER WITH KYLE DYER, EMCEE

’

SAM S sUPPER
— T H E M E A L T H AT S E R V E S M A N Y —

Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 6 p.m.
Mile High Station, 2027 Old West Colfax Ave., Denver, CO 80204

honoring
The Peltes Family

Thousands of people experiencing homelessness have been provided safe shelter,
hot meals, love and compassion at Samaritan House since 1986.
FOR SPONSORSHIPS AND MORE INFORMATION:
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289

Tickets Available Now!

SamsSupper.org

1

2

3

returns home after a day of work,
he does not find someone who runs
to meet him and calls him “dad,” or
asks him to read a book or to help
with homework. But when the priest
arrives at the parish the next day, the
first thing he will hear will be someone calling him “father.”
One of the first words Jesus learned
to say was probably “father.” Joseph,
his father, inspired him. Jesus prayed
much, and we know he always started
by calling God “Father.” And he died
saying it: “Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit” (Lk 23:46).
“Father” is one of kindest words in
our vocabulary. We use it to refer to
God wholeheartedly. We use it with
our father wholeheartedly. If you use
it for a priest, do so from the faith:
God is our Father, but this man represents him in my life and gives me
supernatural life, feeds me with the
Eucharist and helps me experience
God’s care.
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

DOWN
1

There was
none at
the inn
2 Sashes
3 Young
horses
4 Lock
opener
5 Religion
of Jesus
6 Pains
7 Flightless
birds
8 Former
measure
of length
9 Holy ___
10 Dominic
who is
patron
saint of
choirboys
11 Epic poetry

12 “…and
there was
no man to
___ the
ground”
(Gen 2:5)
13 Detest
21 Direction
(abbr.)
22 John Paul
II’s “Ecclesia in ___”
24 Birds
25 Cardinal
Dulles
26 Calcium
compound
27 Branches
29 Stage play
30 ___ of
Ars, title
by which
the patron
saint of
priests is

known
31 Commandment
carrier, and
others
32 Sloppy
34 Stage goal
35 Wander
36 Common
person of
ancient
Rome
37 Like some
bathrooms
39 Fish
42 Egyptian
deity
43 Papal order
46 Elijah held
his challenge here
47 “You ___
of vipers!”
(Lk 3:7)
48 Rage

49 ___ in the
Garden
50 List from
which to
choose
51 “Y” in YSL
52 Where the
Vatican is
53 Half of
a Pacific
paradise’s
name
55 Home of
Adam
and Eve
56 Prying
58 NASCAR
sponsor
59 Start of
many a
title
60 Unit of
weight
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Get Involved
JUNE

JUNE

Mercy Squad at
World Day of
Steubenville of the Rockies Prayer for the
Sanctification
of Priests

19 6/19-6/23, No longer in high school but desire to serve at Steubenville of the
Rockies? Check out this new retreat and service opportunity for young adults!
Mercy Squad is a five-day young adult service opportunity beginning with a twoday retreat the Wednesday prior to the conference weekend. The squad will pray,
worship, and grow in formation and community before preparing the conference
for the arrival of 2000+ teens. Mercy Squad provides “hands on” work throughout
the weekend in various volunteer capacities to serve the youth and the conference.
Want to learn more? Email mary.mcgeehan@archden.org or call 303-715-3107, and
fill out an application at archden.org/eflm/conferences-retreats/steubenville.

28 A Prayer for our Priests:
Jesus, Eternal High Priest,
you came to us to save us from our sins
and to open heaven for us.
Before you died for us, you gave us the
holy priesthood and the Eucharist at
the Last Supper. We thank you for our
priest, who is your minister to help us
grow in holiness and to attain heaven.
We are grateful for the many gifts that
he brings to our community: for leading
us together in Eucharistic worship,
for baptizing our children, for visiting
us in our homes, for comforting us in
sickness, for blessing our marriage, for
forgiving us our sins, for supporting us
in sorrow, for helping us to grow in faith,
for inspiring us to be saints. We want to
always be attentive to our priest, and
never to take him for granted. He needs
our friendship and love, kind words and
acts of thoughtfulness, and our prayers
and sacrifices.
Dear Lord, we ask you to bless our priest
and confirm him in his vocation. Give
him the gifts that he needs to shepherd
us in holiness, strength and joy. We offer
to you this prayer for our priest, who is
our father, brother, and friend.
Amen.

WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER FOR THE
SANCTIFICATION
20 19
OF PRIESTS
J U NE 2 8, 2019

PR AY FOR OUR PR IES T S!

CONGRATULATIONS
to our newly ordained priests.

Your donation to the
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
helps make this possible.

GIVE TODAY!

www.archden.org/givenow
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Publishers

ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Chief Strategy Offi cer

JOSHUA KARABINOS
Managing Editor/Communications Manager

AARON LAMBERT

Aaron.Lambert@archden.org

PIANO FOR SALE

PRAYERS

CEMETERY PROPERTY

QUICK MOVING SALE: YAMAHA
SPINET PIANO - Recently tuned,

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

CROWN HILL - Adjoining plots located

Oh most Beautiful Flower of Mount
Carmel, Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity.
Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to succor
me in this necessity (make request).
There are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee
(repeat 3 times). Holy Mother, I place this
prayer in your hands (repeat 3 times).
Say this prayer 3 consecutive days and
publish it. JB

in a lovely, peaceful spot at Block 45, Lot
91, Unit A, Sections 1 & 2. Asking price is
$4,500 ea. For more information, please
contact 303-915-2688. CP

maple wood in good condition with
original matching bench. Asking $950 or
best offer. Please call 303-946-2925.

RESIDENT OPENING IN
GROUP HOME

Director of Public Relations

MARK HAAS

Mark.Haas@archden.org
Operations Manager

Bridge Community Group Home - Catholic
Christian group home for 8 adult women
with intellectual disabilities has an opening for one resident. If interested, please
call Risha Dimas at 303-935-4740.

CYNTHIA O’NEILL

Cynthia.ONeill@archden.org
Business/Advertising Manager

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Michael.ONeill@archden.org
Writer/Copy Editor

MORTGAGE NOTES
FOR SALE

MOIRA CULLINGS

Moira.Cullings@archden.org
Writer/Video Coordinator

VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

Vladimir.Mauricio-Perez@archden.org
Graphics Specialist/Layout Artist

SIMONA FAVA

Simona.Fava@archden.org
Advertising Specialist

KIM GRACE

Kim.Grace@archden.org

REAL ESTATE INCOME WITHOUT
TENANTS & TOILETS!

Thank you to Saint Jude for prayers
answered. Thank you, Jesus, for your love.
I am bkessed and I am never alone. RZ

50% LTV Deed of Trust on rental property
for sale. 5 yr, 8.5% (interest only), 1st lien
position - $40,000; several available. Call
Brad at 303-577-0296.

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY

Contributing Writers

GEORGE WEIGEL, ROXANNE KING, DR. JARED
STAUDT, MARY BETH BONACCI
Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 Denver
Catholic (USPS 557-020) is published bi-weekly, except monthly in January. Denver
Catholic is printed by Prairie Mountain Publishing, LLC in Boulder. Periodical postage
paid in Denver, CO. SUBSCRIPTIONS: $50 a year in Colorado; $57 per year out of state.
Foreign countries: $57 surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other
countries (average). Mexico, $63 air; Canada, $70 air. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: Denver Catholic, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or
email circulation@archden.org. CIRCULATION: denvercatholic.org/circulation

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JUNE 9
SUNDAY, JUNE 23
6:30 a.m. English,
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. James Fox
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, JUNE 16
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Matthew Magee
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support of our viewers.

IN THANKSGIVING

$7

per line

ADVERTISE
your

The Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry - an
outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the front range with signed
& interpreted Masses, religious education
for deaf children & adults, Sacramental
Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us
through our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM signed
mass at St. Bernadette Church.

DONATIONS NEEDED

Business

HERE!
CLASSIFIED/
SERVICE DIRECTORY
ADVERTISING

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.

Fast, free pickup. Help those in need! Call
800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885
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RATES

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230

□
□
□

□

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

FAIRMOUNT CEMETERY
Mausoleum crypt holds 1 casket & 1 cremation urn or 2 urns. Chapel level in Sect
177, Tier D. Asking $10,000 (current value
$13-14,000). Call 303-898-0664. SJ

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting
place in the Saint Francis Mausoleum:
Sect. 0, Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping
the price to only $7,500 (current value is
$9,200)!! Please call 480-290-0237. PM

MOUNT OLIVET - Four adjoining plots
in oldest section; very well kept. Each will
hold 1 casket or 3 cremains. Sect 26, Blk 8,
Lots 5 & 6. Buy 1, 2, 3 or 4 - $7,500 ea.,
trans fee incl. Please call 970-593-3112. DA

MOUNT OLIVET - Two outside crypts,
St. Anthony’s Maus: Tier D #56 and Tier E
#57, corners touching. Asking $13,000 for
both (or $6,500 ea), incl trans fee. Call
303-868-1957 or lanie1450@hotmail.com.
MOUNT OLIVET - 3 adjoining plots in
older, serene location: Sec 27, Blk 7, Lot
70, Grs 4, 5, 9. Asking $5,000 ea; price
lower if buying all three. Call Robert
248-720-8644 or detroitkoch@gmail.
com. RK
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots in a prime location, in one of the
older areas with easy access: Sect 18, Blk
14, Lot 24, Grs 9 & 10. Asking $10,000 ea,
OBO. Please call 479-847-5102. PhM
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side by side

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

plots near the entrance in Sect 33, Blk 3,
Lot 5, Grs 8 & 9. Asking $8,000 for both,
will share transfer fee. Please call Pete at
303-429-9170. EPL

MOUNT OLIVET
One plot in established, mature area with
mountain views: Section 37, Block 6, Lot 6,
Plot 9. $4500, transfer fee included. Please
call 970-778-2626. BT

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,
Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners &
water heaters! Free equipment replacement estimates. Family owned & operated
since 1957. Members of St. Joseph Church
for 40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No.CO 970482-7520. For important info& latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

BOOKBINDING
DENVER BOOKBINDING
COMPANY - 303-455-5521
Bible restoration & rebinding of old
books, new books & favorite books!
Visit us online at denverbook.com

CLEANING SERVICES
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

20 years experience. Excellent references. No employees. Cathedral parish
member. Call Jennifer at 720-254-7492

CONCRETE
RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
discount. Fast and friendly service.
References. Call today! 303-429-0380

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!
Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all
that is necessary to report.
Reports are confidential.
You will be asked to describe your
concerns about the child/adult and it
will be helpful if you can provide the
person’s name, age, address, gender,
school, and names of parents.
Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or
local law enforcement

□
□
□
□
□

Did I get the name and contact of
the person I made the report to?
Did I contact the Archdiocese
Victim Assistance Coordinator
at 720-239-2832?
Did I file the abuse reporting
form with the Office of Child
and Youth Protection?
Did I notify my supervisors?
Is any other action necessary?
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CONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN

PLUMBING, CONT’D

TILE

HELP WANTED, CONT’D HELP WANTED, CONT’D

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile, kitchens,
baths & basements. Free estimates. Call
720-320-1841

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all your
construction needs.

COORDINATOR OF CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY at Ave Maria Catholic Parish

PERSONAL CARE PROVIDER
& HOMEMAKERS - $12 per hour,

ELECTRICAL

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL

in Parker. This position provides Faith
Formation to grades Pre-K to 5th, and
Sacramental Prep for 1st Penance and
1st Communion to parents and children.
Will involve some nights and weekends.
Requirements include a Bachelor’s Degree
in religious education or related field, or
equivalent experience and background in
a church ministry coordinating and managing programs. The successful applicant
will be an active, practicing Catholic who
must relate well to many types of people
both as a leader and as a team-player.
To apply, send a cover letter and resume
to Nancy Hartshorn at nhartshorn@
avemariacatholicparish.org no later than
June 21, 2019.

part-time work with flexible hours and
competitive pay. Reliable, dependable &
compassionate Caregivers and Homemakers needed at Dominican Home Health
Agency!! DHHA Personal Care Providers
(PCPs) deliver a wealth of personal care
to the disabled and frail elderly, including
bathing, personal hygiene, help dressing,
preparing meals, light housekeeping,
etc. This personal care helps our patients
remain safe and independent in their
homes. We are a faith-based, non-profit
agency that values and appreciates our
Caregivers. Be part of a mission-focused,
dedicated team. To learn more about
benefits and job requirements, contact
Dan right away! Call 303-322-1413 Ext 24, or
email dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST
PRICES - 303-249-8221
Also, remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business;
Senior discount. Free estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

CUT RATE HAULING - Trash - junk rubbish - clutter removal. We’ll remove
furniture, appliances, TVs, mattresses,
trees, yard debris, etc. Please call Ruben
at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
& INSURED - Free estimates. Residen-

tial or commercial, big or small, we do it
all. Quality work at a competitive price.
Call B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no
answer, lv a message; I WILL return
your call.

FENCING
RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner at
St. Bernadette. See our reviews at Yelp &
Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
sssssPlease call 303-587-6200sssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING – Interior or exterior

Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing &
heating repair & replacement. Serving
Denver Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating
with the BBB. Call 303-766-4300.

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

MDK REMODELING - Kitchen,
Basement, Bath, Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

ROOFING & GUTTERS
A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING
Free estimates. Roofing Contractor. Local
company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS – Quality work at a fair
price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

PATIOS

ROOF REPAIR

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS, BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR – Repairs are all I do! Wind

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - New Year Special:
**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of March!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

house painting or remodeling. Free
estimates. Senior discount. Imagine
Painting - 720-320-1841

720-320-1841 Family business - Senior
discount, free estimates. Call us today!

TILE OR REMODELING

REMODELING

concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems, Solid Surface
Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens
& Bathrooms. Call Cory at 303-422-3409

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and
sod installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING
& SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!
Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH
REMOVAL - Trees and shrubs expertly
trimmed and trash hauled away. General
yard clean-up services too. Fast & friendly
service. Senior discount. Please call
303-429-0380.

VIDEO AND PHOTO
CONVERSION
TRANSFER FAMILY VIDEOS from
tape to disk files to preserve, edit & easily
share. Do the same with hardcopy photos.
A gift only you can give to your family.
Ph: 303-378-1674; garneau56@gmail.com.

YARD WORK
YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!
Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

HELP WANTED
ACCOUNTING MANAGER – Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish and School is seeking
an energetic accounting manager to lead
our financial reporting activities. This is
a great opportunity to make an impact
at a vibrant parish and school. For more
information and to apply, please visit
Lourdesdenver.org.

BUSINESS MANAGER - St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Denver is seeking an experienced & highly-skilled business manager.
Under the direction of the pastor, business
manager will oversee the day-to-day
management of the business affairs of
the parish including, but not limited to,
personnel, properties, financials, and
accounting. Parish experience preferred.
Send cover letter, resume & salary
requirements to mila@saintvincents.org.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
Most Precious Blood is hiring a full-time
Director to develop and build a youth
ministry program for middle and high
school youth. Please email resume and
cover letter to thaas@mpbdenver.org.

HAVE A HEART TO SERVE THOSE
IN CRISIS? Join the chaplain volunteer
team at Swedish Medical Center in
Englewood. Our volunteers respond to
calls in the ER and do routine patient
visits M-F starting at 4pm. To inquire,
please contact Chaplain Gina Graves:
gina.graves@HealthONEcares.com

LONGMONT/BOULDER AREA
Two positions: Mature lite-duty caregiver helper - no certification req’d,
but must be exp’d in toilet transfer &
seating for small, bright, elderly person.
Companionship is key. Add’l needs incl.
lite massage & exercise, occasional help
with walker training. Familiarity w/hand
sanitation. Pay & hours negotiable. Also
need an older, mature male who would
enjoy reading many newspapers for elder
visitors. Pay & hours negotiable. Pls call or
text Cath at 303-809-5147.

PRINCIPAL POSITION OPENING
for the 2019-20 academic year at St. Mary
School in Littleton. To learn more about
the school & our community, please visit
https://littletoncatholicschool.com.
Candidate must: be a practicing Catholic
in good standing with the Church, have a
strong commitment to the importance of
Catholic school ministry, possess a Master’s Degree with a min. of 20 graduate
hrs in supervision, curriculum, instruction,
or other related fields, have a min. of 5 yrs
teaching or admin experience in Catholic
schools, hold a current, valid administrator’s license certificate or become certified
by the State of Colorado as a principal.
If you are interested in applying for this
position, please submit a letter of interest
and resume to: Archdiocese of Denver,
Office of Catholic Schools, Attn: Mr. Elias
Moo, Superintendent, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210. To learn more about the
Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools,
visit our website at https://archden.org/
schools/office-catholic-schools

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
has a F/T Maintenance Facilities position
opening immediately. M-F with occasional weekend work. Excellent benefits
package, pay based on experience. The
position involves building and grounds
maintenance and custodial work. Basic
knowledge of tools and equipment,
must be able to lift 50 lbs, must have a
CO drivers license. Good work ethic, self
starter and good people skills. Please send
resume to Rflynn@mtcarmel7.com

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!
It’s easy:
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*
 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org
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Perspectives

Restoring, and strengthening, episcopal credibility

P

ope Francis’s recent motu proprio on sexual abuse, Vos estis
lux mundi (You Are the Light of
the World), was a welcome addition
to Church law, as world Catholicism
seeks to
heal the
GEORGE wounds of
WEIGEL abuse victims, proThe Catholic Difference
mote chaste
George Weigel is a
living,
distinguished senior
foster
fellow of the Ethics and
mutual
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
accountability
within the Body of Christ, and restore
the credibility of the Church’s leadership. The response to the motu proprio by Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, President of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, ably summed up that document’s achievement:
“Vos estis lux mundi calls for the
establishment of easily accessible
reporting systems, clear standards
for the pastoral support of victims
and their families, timeliness and
thoroughness of investigations, whistleblower protection for those making
allegations, and active involvement
of the laity. It also leaves latitude for
national bishops’ conferences, such
as the USCCB, to specify still more to
account for local circumstances...Vos

estis lux mundi... is a blessing that will
empower the Church everywhere to
bring predators to justice, no matter
what rank they hold in the Church.
It also permits the Church the time
and opportunity to bring spiritual
healing.”
The motu proprio is also a vindication of the Church in the United
States and its bishops. Many of its
provisions for handling abuse cases
have been common practice in the
U.S. since 2002 (and in some American dioceses, earlier than that).
Amidst the frustration that has boiled
over here this past year, too many
American Catholics, misled by irresponsible reporting or grandstanding
by state officials, may not realize that
the Church in the United States has
been a world leader in addressing the
sin and crime of clerical sexual abuse.
This leadership has not always been
welcomed, in Rome and elsewhere.
But much of what was pioneered in
the United States is now universal
Church law. By making abuse-reporting obligatory and providing canonical protection for clerics reporting
abuse, Pope Francis has improved on
the American achievement of the past
decade and a half.
As Cardinal DiNardo noted, Vos
estis lux mundi not only universalizes
strong legal and procedural norms for
dealing with clerical sexual abuse; it

also allows, and might even be seen
to call for, creativity on the part of
national bishops’ conferences to
build on the foundation Pope Francis
has laid. That “latitude for national
bishops’ conferences...to specify still
more” should now be utilized by the
U.S. bishops at their June meeting: to
honor the pope’s invitation to devise
particular solutions for particular
situations, according to the Holy
Father’s principle of “synodality”; to
meet the expectations of the most
dedicated, committed Catholics in the
United States; and to offer the world
Church further models to consider.
Vos estis lux mundi, like the particular
Church law in place in the United
States since the abuse crisis of 2002,
deals primarily with sexual abuse by
priests. The next steps in this process
of Catholic reform involve devising
mechanisms for guaranteeing episcopal accountability, in terms of both
a bishop’s personal conduct and his
handling of abuse allegations in the
diocese entrusted to his care.
There seems to be a consensus, in
Rome and the U.S., that these mechanisms should operate at the level of
Church “provinces,” with the metropolitan archbishop of each ecclesiastical province as the responsible
party (or the senior suffragan bishop
in a province, if the metropolitan
archbishop is being charged with an

offense). To make that mechanism
credible, and to provide the metropolitan archbishops the assistance they
need in handling allegations against
other bishops, three more provisions
seem necessary:
1. Lay Catholics — presumably
the archdiocesan review board of
the province in question — must be
informed of an allegation against a
bishop, from the point at which that
allegation is made to the metropolitan archbishop. Such a requirement
embodies the principle of mutual
accountability within the Church
while protecting the metropolitan
archbishop from any future suggestion that he is burying an allegation to
protect a brother bishop.
2. Competent and discreet lay professionals should be involved in the
investigation of any allegation against
a bishop.
3. It must be guaranteed that,
when the entire process has been
completed in the U.S. and Rome, and
a decision reached, there will be a
public explanation of the decision and
the rationale for it, perhaps released
through the relevant archdiocesan
review board.
Adopting these provisions in
June will accelerate the healing of a
wounded Church and enhance the
bishops’ credibility, while heeding the
pope’s call for local creativity.

Boys to men: Initiating our sons into adulthood

M

ore and more, we are recognizing that we have a serious problem plaguing our
society: We lack mature men. Boys’
bodies develop on their own, but they
will not
DR. R.
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writer, and insatiable reader.
Traditional
cultures
lead adolescents through elaborate
rites of passage and, until recently,
boys would learn how to work alongside their fathers. Today, on the other
hand, many young men remain stuck
in prolonged boyhood, not willing to

accept a vocation of service and sacrifice for the good of others.
Jason Craig addresses this problem in Leaving Boyhood Behind:
Reclaiming Catholic Brotherhood
(OSV, 2019) and proposes some concrete ways for dads to form their sons
in the Church. For boys to become
men, they must be taught how to
work hard, to sacrifice themselves
and how they feel, and to live their
faith. Too often boys live in a simulated reality, think only of themselves,
and do not step up to the accept the
responsibilities of life. Young men
do not prioritize getting married and
having children, the goal of manhood,
but remain unsure of their purpose
and trapped in insecurity.
Craig calls Catholic men to mentor
boys, creating new rites of passage
to initiate them into manhood. “To
mature as men, males must embrace

the call to the sacrificial offering of
their strength for spouse, family, and
nation. Rites of passage prepare men
to make this sacrifice, while providing the bulwark of a community — of
brotherhood — to sustain men in living
out the gift of their masculinity, and to
pass that gift on to the future generations. As we have seen, there are many
aspects of today’s culture that make
this sacrificial spirit difficult. We have
to work harder than ever to create
brotherhood with other men and to
bring boys into manhood” (124).
He also gives some more specific
examples of the shape this mentorship can take. “The most fundamental, practical, and first action we men
should take to initiate boys into masculine maturity is this: Men must be
the primary catechists and mentors
for young men and for one another”
(125). Fathers cannot simply allow
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Next stop for life, the Supreme Court

I

t is inspiring to see states across
the country significantly restrict
abortion this year, primarily by
banning the destruction of life within
the womb
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Court decision that nationalized the question of
abortion and legalized the subsequent
killing of tens of millions of babies.
Advocates of abortion and defenders of life are on a collision course at
the Supreme Court. The only morally
acceptable outcome to this issue is to
outlaw abortion and to embrace the
gift of life. The battle is rapidly intensifying. Any advocates for life standing on the sidelines need to join the
fight with their voices and their votes.
There is no room for complacency.
And while some would like to paint
this as a purely partisan issue, consider that Louisiana Gov. John Bel
Edwards, a Democrat, recently signed
a fetal heartbeat abortion ban in that
state.
Meanwhile, consider how

emboldened abortion activists have
become in recent years. Have you
ever seen someone on a power trip? I
know I have, and they are people who
think they are the smartest ones in
the room. If they were half as smart as
they thought, they would be dangerous. Unfortunately for children about
to come into this world, they are dangerous. I’m talking about those people
who have taken it upon themselves to
decide if a child should live or die.
Ever since Roe v. Wade, we’ve seen
people debate where to draw the line
on killing a child in the womb. Should
the life of the child be terminated
prior to detecting a heartbeat, before
the child can survive outside the
womb, or maybe just prior to being
born? The bottom line is that we are
talking about killing a human being
out of convenience. But even being

born may not protect a child from a
mother’s choice of life or death.
Science has proven what those in
the pro-life movement have always
known: The child in the womb is a
unique human being, never to be
duplicated. Some abortion supporters
have now crossed the line into advocating for infanticide. They argue that
it is a woman’s choice — even after
birth. So, what we have now is the
mother being given the role of judge
and jury, with a doctor enrolled as
executioner.
Explaining his support of a proposal to loosen abortion restrictions,
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam was
asked in January about a woman
going into labor who desires a
third-trimester abortion. Northam,
a pediatric neurologist, said, “The
infant would be delivered. The

others to educate their children in the
faith, but must serve as a role model
and teacher, as well as working with
other men to make the parish a place
conducive to masculine fellowship
and mentorship. Secondly, fathers
should teach their sons how to work,
for “in his work, a man has the opportunity to give himself over to his daily
burdens out of love, for the sake of
his family” (127). The effort and dedication needed in work help bring
boys to maturity and create a bond
between men. Third, Craig recommends the experience of leisure, leading boys to disengage with technology to experience the real things of
nature. “Boys need to be seeing, feeling, and touching real things in the
real world — homesteading, hunting,
hiking, playing, camping, swimming,
carving, building, climbing, hiking”
(131). Finally, Craig recognizes how

mentorship extends to prayer and the
spiritual life, learning how to engage
in contemplative prayer, penance,
fasting, the liturgical life, and fraternal community.
Craig also offers an important
exhortation to embrace the fatherly
authority that God has bestowed on
men to discipline their children in a
loving way, which helps them to learn
self-control. “Fatherhood is a great
power and a great responsibility. We
must speak and act with authority,
yet we must also retain the trust of
our children. . . . Fatherly discipline
and authority are important exercises
of dominion, and boys need it. The
undisciplined boy stays a boy” (112).
Dr. Leonard Sax, in an important
book I reviewed previously, The Collapse of Parenting, makes the same
point: If parents refuse to exercise
their authority to guide their children

to maturity, setting clear limits for
them and teaching them discipline,
they will remain emotionally immature and less likely to succeed in
school and as adults.
As Father’s Day approaches, it is
a good moment to reflect upon the
importance of fatherhood and the
role that it plays in raising healthy
and holy children. In response to all
the problems we face, we can say with
confidence that good fathers will go
a long way toward shoring things up.
The more men embrace this Godgiven role, the more we can raise the
next generation of leaders for the
family, society, and the Church.
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infant would be kept comfortable.
The infant would be resuscitated if
that’s what the mother and the family
desired. And then a discussion would
ensue between the physicians and the
mother,” according to a video.
That discussion would be about
whether mom wants the baby to live
or die.
As of this writing, the U.S. House of
Representatives has refused at least
50 times to vote on the Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act.
And just when you think that our
elected officials (those who think they
are the smartest ones in the room)
can’t say anything more foolish, we
have Alabama state Rep. John Rogers.
During debate over the abortion ban
in that state, he said, “Some kids are
unwanted, so you kill them now or
you kill them later. You bring them
into the world, unwanted, unloved.
Then you send them to the electric
chair. So, you kill them now or kill
them later,” according to a video.
Who is qualified to make the decision that anyone is “unwanted” and
should be killed? I challenge even
those who support abortion to stand
up and condemn these misguided
and callous politicians. When is this
kind of rhetoric going to have consequences? Are these the type of people
we want representing us?

CORRECTION
In the May 25 issue, on the page 16
feature highlighting graduation stats
from each Catholic high school in the
Archdiocese of Denver, the numbers
for Regis Jesuit High School were not
accurately representative of the 2019
graduating class. The number of graduates for the boys’ division were 230
and 186 for the girls’ division, putting
the grand total of graduates at 416.
Additionally, 405 is the total number
of graduates attending college, not
the number of scholarships that were
awarded. We apologize for the errors.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
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