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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Vocations are given, not manufactured

T

here are many uncertainties
in life, but as the Church
observes World Vocation Day
on May 12, I want to remind everyone
— especially young people — that you
can be certain that God has a unique
and loving plan for your life that only
you can fulfill. Your task is to seek the
Lord with all your heart, and if you do
so, you can be sure he will reveal your
vocation.
This is not a popular thing to
believe, but it is true. Most young
people today are taught that they are
a blank slate that can be drawn upon
however they wish. The tides of relativism have eroded belief in objective

PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

truth to the point that increasing numbers of people think that one’s gender,
the nature of marriage, and ultimately
what is right or wrong can be changed
at will. When there is no reference to
God, one makes oneself God.
This development could lead to
people thinking that vocations are just
like a career choice, but in fact, a vocation is a calling that God the Father
places on one’s heart. As Pope Francis
reminds us, it is a summons “to follow
Jesus on the path he has marked out
for us, for our own happiness and for
the good of those around us” (Pope
Francis’ 2019 World Day of Vocation
Message). Jesus is the one who “marks

@ArchbishopDen

out our path for our happiness.”
The Gospel message stands at the
very heart of every vocation: God
loves you. He died for you. And he has
a plan for your happiness. Experiencing this in your life will bring you
lasting joy and freedom.
But that’s not to say that following
God’s plan for you won’t be challenging. Pope Francis draws on the story
of Jesus calling the apostles away
from their fishing to become “fishers
of men” to describe how being called
contains both promise and risk. “The
Lord’s call,” he says, “is not an intrusion of God on our freedom … On the
contrary, it is the loving initiative
whereby God encounters us and
invites us to be part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the
horizon of a greater sea and an abundant catch.”
Whether one is called to the priesthood, religious life, consecrated life,
or marriage, the great joy over souls
brought to the Lord for healing and
salvation is certainly abundant. Ask
any priest and you will hear stories
about the richness, the challenges and
the joys of his ministry.

The Holy Father offers us a reflection on the risk and promise of our
vocation by looking at Mary’s life.
“Her mission was not easy, yet she
did not allow fear to prevail. It was
the ‘yes’ of someone prepared to be
committed, someone willing to take
a risk, ready to stake everything she
had, with no more security than the
certainty of knowing that she was the
bearer of a promise. I ask each one of
you: Do you see yourselves as bearers of a promise? What promise do I
bear within my heart to take forward?
Mary’s would undoubtedly be a difficult mission, but the challenges that
lay ahead were no reason to say ‘no.’”
May the Blessed Mother’s example inspire everyone to discern how
the Father is calling you and may she
intercede for you to receive the gifts
of wisdom and courage so that you
can follow her son, Jesus, who is the
Way, the Truth and the Life. He will
bring you great happiness, even in the
trials of life.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Apr. 27

Let us pray for the person killed and those injured in
the shooting at the #synagogueshooting in #SanDiego.
May the Lord help us to love our neighbor! +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
MAY 15: Confirmation Mass, Ascension, Denver (7 p.m.)
MAY 18: Confirmation Mass, Holy Name, Steamboat Springs (5 p.m.)
MAY 19: Confirmation Mass, St. Michael, Craig (5 p.m.)
MAY 25: Priesthood Ordination Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
Denver (10 a.m.)

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila celebrates Mass for the annual May Crowning ceremony at Holy Family High School. PHOTO BY AARON LAMBERT
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis in North Macedonia: History
is written by people like Mother Teresa
BY COURTNEY GROGAN/
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

I

n the first-ever papal visit to North
Macedonia, Pope Francis lauded
the lasting legacy of Mother Teresa,
a saint unafraid to offer her life for love.
“This land was able to give to the
world and to the Church in Mother
Teresa just that kind of concrete sign
of how one small person, anointed by
the Lord, could permeate everything,
once the fragrance of the Beatitudes
was spread over the weary feet of our
humanity,” Pope Francis said in Skopje,
Mother Teresa’s hometown, May 7.
“How many people were put at ease
by the tenderness of her glance, comforted by her caress, sustained by her
hope and nourished by the courage of
her faith, which could make even the
most forgotten in our midst realize that
they are not forgotten by God,” the pope
said in his meeting with Macedonian
priests and religious in the Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
“History is written by people like
this, people unafraid to offer their lives
for love: Whenever you did this to the
least of my brothers and sisters, you did
it to me,” Pope Francis said.
“All too often we let ourselves think
that things might be different if we
were strong, powerful and influential,”
Pope Francis reflected, adding that the

49.

99

$

“secret of our strength” has another
source.
He quoted St. Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross, who wrote, “Certainly, the most
decisive turning points in world history
are substantially co-determined by souls
whom no history book ever mentions.
And we will only find out about those
souls to whom we owe the decisive turning points in our personal lives on the
day when all that is hidden is revealed.”
According to 2002 estimates, Catholics and other non-Orthodox Christians
in North Macedonia are just 0.4 percent of a population of over 2 million.
The majority religion is Macedonian
Orthodox at 65 percent. Islam is the
next largest religion at over 33 percent
of the population.
Pope Francis encouraged the small
Macedonian Catholic community not
to be discouraged by their minority
status or to develop “an inferiority complex,” but to use their vulnerability to
empathize with those who struggle.
“Draw near to all those persons who
daily struggle to make ends meet. Families that fail to grow, the elderly and
abandoned, the sick and bedridden,
young people frustrated and without
a future, and the poor who remind us
what we truly are: a Church of beggars
in need of the Lord’s mercy,” the pope
said.

AC Tune-up
SCHEDULE TODAY!

59

Swamp Cooler
Start-up

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

SCHEDULE TODAY!

25 Off

$
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Start-up

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

SCHEDULE TODAY!
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Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally — Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially — Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of
the Catholic Church.
Spiritually — Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through
your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not
be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it
a way to serve the greater good.

Mention coupon when calling 303-280-5765 to receive offer.
Not valid with any other promotions. Expirse 6/9/19.

$

From here to eternity.

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING

Taking care
of our
families,
by keeping
yours
safe!

303-280-5765
squeaksservices.com

Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
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Around the Archdiocese
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
PASTORS/ADMINISTRATORS
Reverend Carlos Bello-Ayala, appointed Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective
June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Felix Medina-Algaba, reappointed Pastor, Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Very Reverend James Crisman, V.F., appointed Pastor, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Longmont,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Hector Chiapa-Villareal, reappointed Pastor, St. Therese Parish, Aurora, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Declan Creighton, L.C., appointed Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Northglenn, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Very Reverend Giovanni Capucci, J.C.D., appointed Administrator Pro Tempore, St. Louis Parish,
Englewood, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Peter Dinh, appointed Pastor, Sacred Heart Parish, Roggen, and Holy Family Parish,
Keenesburg, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Jose de Jesus Garcia, reappointed Pastor, St. James Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective
June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Timothy Gaines, reappointed Pastor, Our Lady of the Pines Parish, Conifer, and St.
Elizabeth Parish, Buffalo Creek, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend James Goggins, reappointed Pastor, St. Mary Parish, Greeley, Colorado, effective June
19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend James R. Fox, reappointed Pastor, Christ the King Parish, Evergreen, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Timothy Hjelstrom, reappointed Pastor, St. Louis Parish, Louisville, Colorado, effective
June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.

Reverend Guillermo Ruben Holguin Gorena, reappointed Parochial Vicar, St. Therese Parish,
Aurora, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Fernando Londoño, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Denver,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Ivan Monteiro, O.C.D., reappointed Parochial Vicar, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Alvaro Panqueva, appointed Parochial Vicar, Ascension Parish, Denver, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Crispin Kya Bela Mema Kibambe, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Peter Parish, Greeley,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Isidore C. Orjikwe, appointed Parochial Vicar, Notre Dame Parish, Denver, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Miljenko Pavkovic, appointed Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Northglenn, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Roberto Rodriguez-Cruz, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. John the Baptist Parish,
Johnstown, and St. Nicholas Parish, Platteville, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.
Reverend Salvador Sanchez, reappointed Parochial Vicar, St. Clare of Assisi Parish, Edwards, St.
Mary Parish, Eagle, and St. Patrick Parish, Minturn, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.
OTHER
Reverend William Jungmann, granted retirement status, effective June 18, 2019.
Reverend Monsignor Bernard Schmitz, granted retirement status, effective June 18, 2019.
Reverend Frank Maroney, granted retirement status, effective June 18, 2019.

Reverend Joseph Lajoie, appointed Pastor, Sacred Heart Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective June
19, 2019, for a six-year period.

Reverend Piotr Mozdyniewicz, granted permission to take a Sabbatical, effective June 26, 2019,
until January 3, 2020. Upon completion of his Sabbatical, he will return to his assignment as
Administrator of Holy Trinity Parish, Westminster, Colorado.

Reverend Martin Lally, reappointed Pastor, Holy Family Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective June
19, 2019, for a six-year period.

Reverend Juan Manuel Bonilla, granted release from pastoral duties in the Archdiocese of
Denver to do Mission Work, effective June 18, 2019.

Reverend Angel Perez-Brown, appointed Pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnstown, and St.
Nicholas Parish, Platteville, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.

Reverend Brother Surafiel Bdeho, OFM Cap., granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, and appointed for Mission and Ministry to the Capuchin Province of Mid-America in
Denver, Colorado, effective immediately, until his ministry is completed.

Reverend Angel Perez-Lopez, appointed Pastor, St. Cajetan Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective
June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Gregg Pedersen, reappointed Pastor, Our Lady of the Valley Parish, Windsor, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
Reverend Tomasz Strzebonski, appointed Pastor, St. Peter Parish, Greeley, Colorado, effective
June 19, 2019, for a six-year period.
PAROCHIAL VICARS
Reverend Vincent Thuan Van Bui, reappointed Parochial Vicar, All Saints Parish, Denver,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Mathias Constant Bayiha, reappointed Parochial Vicar, Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Francesco Basso, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Louis Parish, Englewood, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.

Reverend Grzegorz Cioch, appointed Formation Faculty member at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, Denver, effective June 19, 2019. This is in addition to his current
assignment as Pastor of Christ the King Parish, Denver, Colorado.
Reverend John Nepil, appointed Academic and Formation Faculty member at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, Denver, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi. Reverend Nepil
will be in residence at St. Joseph’s Seminary House, Denver, Colorado.
Reverend Mason Fraley, appointed Coordinator for the Continuing Formation for Priests of the
Archdiocese of Denver at the St. John Paul II Center, Denver, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019,
ad nutum archiepiscopi. Reverend Fraley will be in residence at Mother of God Parish, Denver,
Colorado.
Reverend Donatian Kaigoma, reappointed Chaplain, Annunciation Heights Camp and Retreat
Center, Estes Park, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.

Reverend Jose Anibal Chicas, reappointed Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Boulder,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Edison Chinnappan, H.G.N., reappointed Parochial Vicar, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, Fort Collins, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Xavier Espinoza, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Cajetan Parish, Denver, Colorado,
effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend Israel Gonsalves, O.C.D., reappointed Parochial Vicar, St. Frances Cabrini Parish,
Littleton, Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Reverend David Gomez-Limon, appointed Parochial Vicar, St. Augustine Parish, Brighton,
Colorado, effective June 19, 2019, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
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PARISHIONER
Residential &
Matthew Alderman
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aldermanbuilders.com

Celebration of Service
to Notre Dame Parish School
Teachers, who are concluding their service to Notre Dame School,
will be honored at a reception.

Notre Dame Parish School, Family Center
Sunday, June 2, 2019, 1:00pm – 3:00pm
In particular, we are grateful to the following teachers who have
faithfully served in the ministry of Catholic education
at Notre Dame School for ten or more years:
Mrs. Linda McDonnell, Mrs. Joan Martinez,
Mrs. Lorraine Schaefer, Mrs. Kathleen Daly
Mrs. Kelly Miller, Mrs. Carol McEncroe & Miss Becky Mock
NOTRE DAME PARISH SCHOOL
2165 S. Zenobia St. Denver, CO 80219
303.935.3549 | www.notredamedenver.org
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Saint Pope Paul VI’s first feast day will be May 29 —
celebrate and reflect
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

P

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

ope Paul VI was certainly not the
most popular pope of the 20th
century. The two events that
marked his pontificate were not short
of controversy, debate and rejection:
the Second Vatican Council and the
publication of Humane Vitae.
And yet, 40 years after his death,
priests and faithful will be able to celebrate his memorial for the first time on
Wednesday, May 29 — an occasion to
reflect on his life and greatest teachings.
Although the proper liturgical texts have
not been officially translated from the
Latin, priests will be able to choose from
the “Common of Pastors: For a Pope.”
“Among [the popes], Paul VI shines
out as one who united in himself
the pure faith of Saint Peter and the
missionary zeal of Saint Paul,” Cardinal Robert Sarah, Prefect of the

Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments, wrote
in a decree published Jan. 25, 2019.
The future pope, Giovanni Battista
Montini was born to a Catholic family
Sept. 26, 1897, in Concesio, Italy. He was
ordained to the priesthood on May 29,
1920. Pope Francis chose to insert the
celebration of Saint Paul VI into the
Roman Calendar based on this day.
After his ordination, he worked as
a member of the Vatican Secretariat
of State under popes Pius XI and Pius
XII, and also as a chaplain for Catholic
university students.
Cardinal Sarah also asserted that, as
the Substitute Secretariat of State, “he
worked during the Second World War
to find shelter for persecuted Jews and
refugees.”
Father Montini was named Archbishop of Milan in 1954 and cardinal
in 1958 by Pope John XXIII. He helped
the current pope in the preparation of
the Second Vatican Council, which he

chose to continue after he was elected
to the See of Peter in June 1963.
The publication of his last encyclica,
Humanae Vitae, in 1968, in which he
affirmed Catholic teaching on marriage, sexuality and contraception, was
received by some as prophetical and
by others as unrealistic and inhumane.
The Archbishop of Denver Samuel J.
Aquila published a pastoral letter titled
The Splendor of Love in February 2018
in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Humanae Vitae, in which
he affirmed “the great beauty of the
Church’s consistent teaching through
the centuries on married love, a love
that is so desperately needed today.”
In his letter, the archbishop highlighted the positive and negative
developments in the understanding of
human sexuality and marriage in the
last 50 years; and through Scripture,
John Paul II’s Theology of the Body
and pastoral experience, presented an
argument for the truth and beauty that

Humanae Vitae offers in marriage and
family life.
“[Pope Paul VI] defended the integrity of married love and warned us
against the danger of reducing sexuality to a source of pleasure alone,”
Archbishop Aquila wrote. “[He] teaches
us the truth about married love, listing its four essential qualities: It needs
to be fully human, total, faithful, and
fruitful.”
He also called all priests and faithful
to “share the liberating truth of God’s
plan for sexuality… The world and its
families need this witness to find lasting
happiness.”
“He wished nothing other than the
Church would have a greater knowledge of herself in order to be ever more
effective in proclaiming the Gospel,”
Cardinal Sarah said.

TEE IT UP FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION

You’re
invited!

SEEDS of HOPE

20

GOLF
for
H O PE

19

MONDAY

JUNE 10

2019

PURCHASE TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIPS AT

GolfforHope.org

CHERRY
CREEK
COUNTRY
CLUB

6

MAY 11-24, 2019 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Cover Story

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
“Blessed are those that mourn
for they will be comforted”
Matthew 5:4

‘The future of
fraternity is here’
Prophet Elijah House officially
opened for retired priests



Memorial Day
Mass




Monday, May 27th
at 10:00 a.m.

Mass will be celebrated by:

PHOTO BY ANYA SEMENOFF

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.

BY MOIRA CULLINGS

At the Gallagher Chapel of
Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery
&

Rev. John Craig, S.J. (Chaplain at Buckley Air Force Base)

At the Chapel of
St. Simeon Catholic Cemetery
All are invited to attend.

Floral Arrangements Available

r

MONDAY, MAY 27, 9:00AM

r

A variety of fresh bouquets will be available for
purchase to decorate the graves of your loved ones.
Look for the tent near the entrance to Mount Olivet’s
office and mortuary parking lot.

CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES
OF NORTHERN COLORADO
A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

Mount Olivet Catholic cemetery
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785
St. Simeon Catholic Cemetery
22001 E. State Hwy 30, Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

moira.cullings@archden.org

L

ife is coming full circle for several retired priests in the Archdiocese of Denver.
“This is a coming home for our
priests,” Deacon Mark Wolbach told
a crowd of more than 50 people at the
grand opening of the Prophet Elijah
House on April 24.
“For many of our priests, they started
here. This is where they discerned the
priesthood,” he said. “This is where they
formed their hearts to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus.

“It’s becoming that they come back
here to the place where it all began.”
The Prophet Elijah House, a brandnew home for retired priests, is located
on the campus of the St. John Paul II
Center — the same area where many of
these priests attended then-St. Thomas
Seminary.
The house, which offers its residents a comfortable place to enjoy
their retired years, “is a great blessing
and something that the archdiocese has
talked about for over 40 years,” Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila told the crowd
during the opening ceremony.
“It’s already served as a blessing for
those who are living here now,” he said.

Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.
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“

This is a coming
home for our
priests.”
DEACON MARK WOLBACH

“It’s been a tremendous service to our
priests in helping them and letting them
know that we are with them.”
Now that the project has received
its final inspections and obtained its
certificate of occupancy, three priests
have already relocated to the Prophet
Elijah House, and more are expected
to move in during the coming months.
Other priests currently in active
ministry have added their name to
the Prophet Elijah House registry and
intend on moving in when they reach
retirement.
Deacons Robert Rinne and Mark
Wolbach minister full time to the
priests living in the retirement home,
and the Carmelite nuns who also live on
campus clean each priest’s room once a
week. The priests are also provided with
one meal a day and opportunities for
fellowship and spiritual growth.
Father Tom McCormick, who retired
in 2007, moved in this past December,
just after discovering he had bladder
cancer. During the weeks that followed
the diagnosis, he had multiple surgeries
and needed extra care.
Being able to receive assistance from
his fellow residents, particularly Father
Roger Lascelle, was humbling.
“Since my surgery, he’s been one of
the major helps for me as I needed physical or even caregiving assistance,” said
Father McCormick.
And although living with additional
comforts is “a little adjustment” for
the priest, who served the archdiocese
actively for 60 years, he is grateful for

the chance to retire alongside his peers.
“I’m appreciative of the fact that they
built the house and have given us the
opportunity to be here,” he said.
Just two doors down from Father
McCormick is Monsignor Raymond
Jones, which is fitting for the priests,
who were roommates in 1951 when they
were students at St. Thomas Seminary.
Being able to continue living in fellowship even into retirement is a joy
for Father McCormick.
“For me, a strong part of priesthood
is fraternity,” he said. “I look forward to
a greater fraternity when the place has
been around a while and more people
will come.
“The future of fraternity is here.”
Several generous donors showed
their support for archdiocesan priests
with their contributions to the Prophet
Elijah House, including families who
sponsored priests’ suites, stained glass
windows and the “Our Lady of the
Memorare” chapel.
During the final opening remarks
before Archbishop Aquila cut a ribbon
outside the Prophet Elijah House,
Deacon Steven Stemper, whose family
was one of several donors in attendance,
addressed the priests, including those
who will enjoy the retirement home
years down the road.
“You’ve served us wholeheartedly
and unreservedly and exclusively,” said
Deacon Stemper. “There is no one that
we could be more grateful for than you
— our priests.
“We hope and pray that all the residents here today and for the countless
years to come will reside knowing of
our gratefulness for their lives and their
dedicated service.”

i

For more information on
the Prophet Elijah House,
visit elijahdenver.org.

SEPT. 16-27 • FRANCE - PORTUGAL - SPAIN
Visit the following Marian Shrines:

Lourdes, Fatima, Torreciudad, El Pilar, Sonsoles, Almudena.

Visits to:

Madrid, Lisbon, Barbastro, Zaragoza, Avila, Segovia and PARIS.

See Saints shrines:

St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, St. James of the “Camino
de Santiago”, St. Francisco, St. Anthony of Padua, and much more...
Daily Mass with Fr. Israel Gonsalves, O.C.D. our Chaplain.
Round trip airfare from Denver and all taxes, air conditioned
motor coach, 22 meals, English speaking tour guides.
Information: Susan, Stella Maris Tours 303-726-4009
www.materdeitours.com • 1-800-515-2632

SERVING THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SINCE 1890.

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
CELEBRATION

Jazz Music, Fireworks, Bag Pipes and More!
* The Event is FREE and Open to the Public*
Come Gather with Family & Friends
and Bring Memories To Life.

Saturday, May 25th
9:00 am

Flag Placement

6:00 pm

Queen City Jazz Band

9:15 pm

Fireworks

Sponsored by American Legion Post #1
Meet in the Parking Lot West of Funeral Home
at the Pavilion of Reﬂection

West of Pavilion of Reﬂection

Sunday, May 26th
11:30 am

Veterans Remembrance Service

at the Tower of Memories
All Veterans Honor Guard, Centennial State Pipes &
Drums, Honor Bell Foundation, Caisson & Rider-less Horse

1:00 – 3:00 pm Pipes in the Park

Monday, May 27th
We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

1:00 – 3:00 pm Pipes in the Park

OLINGER CROWN HILL MORTUARY & CEMETERY
7777 W. 29th Ave. Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

(303) 233-4611

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
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The Gardens at St. Elizabeth

Family finds strength
in faith after
‘devastating’ diagnosis

It’s all here, and
getting even better.
From a new 14th floor pub and patio
to renovated apartments to penthouses
with spectacular views –
join us for a sneak peak and a
special preview of our new model units.

Open House
Saturday, May 18 • 11am - 2pm
Call for reservations at
720.909.3814.
Hurry! Limited availability of remodeled independent living units.

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 720.909.3814

homeishere.org

Jon and Beth Fries have five daughters, from left to right: Lilly, Ruthie,
Zelie, Nora and Cecilia. Lilly and Cecilia were diagnosed with a rare
genetic disorder called CLN3 Batten disease in 2018. PHOTO BY AARON LAMBERT
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

C

ecilia Fries had just received her
first reconciliation, First Communion and confirmation when
she told her mom something deeply
profound.
“When [the priest] put the oil on my
head, I got really hot,” said Cecilia. “And
when I drank Jesus’ blood, it washed me
all on the inside.
“And now I can die.”
Her statement would seem transcendent even for a spiritual adult.
But Cecilia is only 9 years old, and
she has CLN3 Batten disease, an inherited disorder that affects the nervous
system.
“This is coming from a kid who has
speech and language difficulties and
can’t communicate accurately that she
can’t find her shoes half the time,” said
Cecilia’s mom, Beth.
“For her to spiritually connect those
pieces — sacraments getting you closer
to heaven.”
It leaves Beth and her husband, Jon,
simply amazed.

‘ABSOLUTELY DEVASTATING’
Life was normal for the Fries family
until Cecilia began losing her vision in
2014.
Over the next three years, she underwent visits with an eye doctor and a
specialist, and eventually received
genetic testing, which came back negative. During this time, Cecilia’s younger
sister Lilly also began losing her vision.
Around Thanksgiving 2017, Beth
took Cecilia for additional blood tests.
More than a month later, Beth heard
from the doctor, who finally had a diagnosis, but was hesitant to tell her.
“Children’s [Hospital] will call you
in an hour,” he said. “But it’s CLN3.”
“Ok, good, we have something to go
on,” Beth thought.
She called Jon on her way home to
let him know the diagnosis. Already at
a computer, he was able to look it up
immediately.
“It said, ‘rare neurodegenerative
disease — fatal,’” said Jon.
“I just remember the buzzing and
tingling in my ears getting really hot,
and being like, ‘No. That’s not happening. This isn’t the whole story.’”
When Beth made it home and
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discovered the same results, she “collapsed on the laundry room floor.”
“It was just absolutely devastating,”
said Jon.
As the couple continued reading
and saw words like “cognitive decline,”
“mobility loss,” and “feeding tube,” they
were horrified.
And then the worst came — “life
expectancy: late teens to early 20s.”
CLN3 Batten disease, which both
Cecilia and Lilly have, is extremely rare,
and there is no cure.
“When you read that’s what’s going
to happen to your child,” said Beth, “all
the hopes and dreams [shatter].”
‘TREMENDOUS BLESSINGS’
Beth and Jon have five daughters —
Cecilia (9), Lilly (8), Nora (5), Ruthie
(4) and Zelie (18 months). The family
belongs to Spirit of Christ in Arvada
and is fueled by their faith.
But it wasn’t until 2015 when Jon
joined the Catholic Church.
“That was right before everything
started to fall apart and change,” said
Beth. “Looking back, we can see how
much stronger our marriage is now
because we both have Christ at the
center of our marriage.”
Faith has also strengthened Cecilia
and Lilly.
When Lilly, who is normally very
quiet during car rides, recently told
her mom about a dream she had, that
became even clearer.
“I went to heaven,” Lilly told her
mom.
“What was it like? What did it look
like?” Beth asked curiously.
“It smelled like the oil that they
put on my head at confirmation,” Lilly
replied.
“She told me that St. Therese [of
Lisieux] was there — she’s her favorite,”
Beth said with a smile.
The couple explained that their
daughters don’t know the disease is fatal.
“But yet they say things like, ‘We’re
going to go to heaven to be with Jesus
someday,’” said Beth.
“It seems to sound like they’re at
peace with their station in life,” said Jon.
‘WE BELIEVE IN MIRACLES’
It’s easy for Beth and Jon to feel
anger toward God in the midst of their
suffering.
“But eventually, it comes down
to learning to trust again in God and
building that relationship and accepting being angry,” said Jon.
After moments of hopelessness,
the couple often experiences “some
crazy supernatural coincidence,” said
Jon. “Well, when you have as many

coincidences as we’ve had, they’re no
longer coincidences.”
“We don’t believe in coincidences,”
Beth added. “We believe in miracles.”
A primary example happened
shortly after the diagnosis when the
couple realized their house was too
dangerous for their oldest daughters.
Beth drew a floor plan that modeled
a ranch with four bedrooms — something she believed didn’t exist. But after
searching for homes online, one caught
her attention.
“I clicked on it, and the floor plan
popped up huge,” said Beth. “The floor
plans don’t ever pop up huge. You usually have to click and click [to see then].”
Beth was stunned by what she saw.
“It was almost identical to the floor
plan I had drawn four days earlier,” she
said.
Beth and Jon walked through the
house that night.
“I literally just drew this,” Beth
thought, “and we are walking through
this right now.”
The house had been on the market
for three months. It was a ranch because
the neighbors didn’t want it to obstruct
their view. The basement was unfinished, leaving room for Beth’s parents to
move in and help with the financial cost.
Experiences like that are what keep
the family going.
“It’s still God there constantly trying
to reassure us,” said Jon, “and doing it
in little ways.”
In moments of comfort or relief, Jon
hears God saying, “I’m going to give you
this little piece because if I give you too
much, you can’t handle it. We’re going
to do it a little bit at a time.”
‘GOD HAS OUR BACK’
The Fries family has learned to live
in the present, accept help from their
community and rely on God to keep
them going.
“I know I couldn’t do it without
God,” said Beth.
Although suffering is considered
undesirable in secular society, Beth
and Jon have grown to see something
greater.
“Suffering is a beautiful word,” said
Beth. “There’s so many graces and so
many blessings that come from suffering. Here’s this horrible life-changing,
life-ending diagnosis, and yet God has
our back.
“He’s provided for us through this
whole thing, and we just have to continue to trust that he will.”
For more information on the
Fries family, visit raresisters.org.

FOR

KING & COUNTRY

WITH REBECCA ST. JAMES

Sunday, June 30

*AVAILABLE ARENA EVENTS TICKET PRICES INCREASE JUNE 26 BY $5
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Ways to give to Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
RECURRING MONTHLY GIFT

D

onating to the annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal has a great
impact on the wider Church’s
reach in northern Colorado. It not
only funds various crucial ministries
that carry out the general operations
of the archdiocese, such as the Offices
of Catholic Schools, Evangelization
and Family Life Ministries, and Child
and Youth Protection; it also helps to
fund the many outreach ministries we
have here in Denver, such as Catholic
Charities, Centro San Juan Diego and
much more.
Thankfully, giving to Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal has never been easier.
Here are all the ways you can consider
giving a gift during this year’s campaign.

This is the easiest and most convenient way to give. Why not integrate
your gift to the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal into your monthly budget? Setting it up online takes less than five minutes, and the automatic withdrawals
each month ensure that you don’t have
to worry about it anymore — and that
those souls the Church serves can benefit directly from your gift each month.
PLEDGE
Break up your gift to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal into several payments by making a pledge. You can
pledge whatever amount you’d like
and split it into up to eight monthly
payments.
ONE-TIME GIFT
If it’s more convenient to give a
one-time gift, that option is available
as well. Give any amount you’d like
online, through an envelope given out at
your parish or included with the Denver
Catholic, or by phone.

MINISTRIES THAT BENEFIT FROM
ARCHBISHOP’S CATHOLIC APPEAL
Remember, your gift will directly fund nearly 40 ministries that
help to carry out the mission of the Church in northern Colorado
and will impact countless lives. Here are just a few of the ministries your gift helps to fund and some of the work they do.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities of Denver is the archdiocese’s “charitable arm,” which seeks to
extend the healing ministry of Jesus by helping the poor and those in need. Included
under Catholic Charities’ umbrella is Samaritan House, the Respect Life Office, Marisol Health, the Gabriel House
Project, archdiocesan affordable housing and much, much more.

SEMINARIES
The St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater Seminaries of the Archdiocese of Denver are nationally-recognized for their exceptional academic and
spiritual formation. Currently, 128 seminarians would
benefit from this much-needed support, which helps
provide funding for academic programs, food and
housing, seminarian health insurance and more.

Thank You

Sponsors, Donors, and Volunteers,
for making the 7th Annual Dominican Derby such a great success!
Raising over $285,000 for DHHA’s elderly and disabled patients!

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 40 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

•INSURANCE CLAIMS
•EXPERT REPAIR WORK
•SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
•LICENSED AND INSURED
•SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

2221 GRAY STREET, EDGEWATER, CO 80214

www.millsroofingcompany.com

303-232-0324
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Other Frequently Asked Questions
CENTRO SAN JUAN DIEGO
A nationally-recognized organization
that provides services to members of the
Spanish-speaking community in the Archdiocese of Denver, Centro San Juan Diego
helps form tomorrow’s Hispanic leaders.
In partnership with the Office of Hispanic
Ministries of the archdiocese, it hosts numerous faith-based courses and programs.

ANNUNCIATION HEIGHTS
Annunciation Heights is the archdiocese’s
new Catholic youth and family camp and
retreat center located just south of Estes
Park. Displaying the beauty of God’s creation, Annunciation Heights is a place
where people can “withdraw from a hectic
and busy culture and come to know and
experience a true friendship with Jesus.”

i

To donate to Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal,
visit archden.org/givenow or call 303-867-0614
to make a gift over the phone.

Why should I donate to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal?
As followers of Christ, who embodied perfect charity, we are called to support
the charitable outreach efforts of our archdiocesan Church. Much like you are
asked to support the pastoral programs of your parish, you are also called to
provide for the needs of the wider Church of northern Colorado.
How is the Archdiocese of Denver addressing the current Church crisis?
The Archdiocese of Denver is committed to full transparency and change in
the Church. In 2018, the website promise.archden.org was created to educate the
faithful on the archdiocese’s handling, prevention, and response policies regarding
the crisis. Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila also committed to have an independent
review of all priest files related to the sexual abuse of minors. Be assured that 100
percent of your Appeal gift will support ministry operations and that no Appeal
funds were, are, or will ever be used for legal expenses or settlements. Donate to
the Appeal with confidence knowing that your gift will be prudently invested in
programs that evangelize the faith and serve others.
I donate to the Appeal every year, so why am I asked to increase my gift?
There are many ministries that face increased demands for their services
every year. For example, the number of men, women, and children living on the
streets continues to rise, the need to make lifelong disciples for Christ through
catechesis instruction has never been more compelling, and the financial outlay
associated with the education of today’s seminarians grows every year. Your
additional sacrifice will help offset the increase in costs.
How much does it cost to conduct the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal?
The total operating costs associated with last year’s Appeal were only 3.7
percent. As a result, more than 96 cents of every dollar received was distributed
to Catholic ministries.

3.99

Auto Rates Starting at

Waterford, Killarney, Knock, Sligo, Connemara,
Ring of Kerry, Galway and Dublin

$3679 Roundtrip from PHX, MSP & DEN

%
APR

*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

RT from New York

More Info at: www.pilgrimages.com/frpeterson
n

200

$

deposited
into your
savings account when you
purchase a vehicle through
Enterprise Car Sales.***

HEIDELBERG - RHINE VALLEY - INNSBRUCK - SALZBURG
VIENNA - MUNICH - ROTHENBURG

Fr. Steven Peterson
507-273-4916
sjp4646@gmail.com

Kendra Wilt
660-287-3724
kwilt27@gmail.com

Prices include round trip airfare, entrance fees and service charges, most meals,
gov’t taxes and airlines surcharges, professional licensed guides and bus drivers,
first class sightseeing, accommodations at 4 star and select hotels.

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 3.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business
purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new,
pre-owned and refinanced vehicles May 1 – June 30, 2019.
***Fidelis Credit Union will deposit $200 to your Fidelis Credit Union savings account within 60
days of financing the vehicle. Offer void when 7-Day Repurchase Agreement is activated. No cash
advances. Offer not valid on previous Enterprise purchases. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Offer only good on Enterprise Car Sales vehicles.
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The Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal funds nearly 40 ministries,
including charitable, educational, and pastoral programs.
The Appeal also helps your parish by providing centralized
resources. In addition, your parish can earn rebate funding
when it exceeds the parish Appeal goal.

99 parishes received
more than $735,000

Last year,

(7.2% of total dollars collected)
from the parish rebate program.

Help promote the works of our Archdiocesan Church and
your parish by supporting the Appeal today.

Donate online:

www.archden.org/givenow

“Nobody is so po
to give, and no
he has nothin

-Saint Joh

Make your donation today —
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oor he has nothing
obody is so rich
ng to receive.”

hn Paul II

Please consider enrolling in the “Nine Choirs
of Angels Leadership Giving Society.” Your
participation in this giving circle may enable
you to make a greater gift, while ensuring consistent
ministry support throughout the year.

Nine Choirs of Angels
Levels of Leadership Giving
Seraphim $50,000+
Cherubim $35,000-$49,999
Throne $25,000-$34,999
Dominion $20,000-$24,999
Virtue $15,000-$19,999
Power $10,000-$14,999
Principality $5,000-$9,999
Archangel $2,500-$4,999
Guardian Angel $1,000-$2,499
Monthly donations count towards leadership giving.
For example, $84/month places you at the Guardian
Angel level.

— thank you for your support!
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Blessed ‘Conchita’ a
model for wives, mothers
and lovers of Christ
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

Back: Leslie Olsen, Dan Monchunski, Monalisa Shafer, Mike Wherley,
Ron Chamberlain, Ben Kubier, Michael Wellensiek, John Horan, Dan Davis,
Michael Gold, Vanessa Rodriguez, Harry Queen, Lupe Alvarado.

Seated: Debra Rupp, Janice (Perry) Queen, Kereen O’Connor, Valerie Horan,
Chace Griffin, John L. Horan, Andrea Horan, Karen Miller, Maggie Roberts, Larry Hagan.
Additional Catholic staff member: Anthony Spano, Marisa Casillas,
Sammantha Ramirez, and Valeria Licón.

We share your faith
Convenience & Excellence. When it matters most.
Catholic owned. Pre-planning services.
Seven metro area locations.

Call 303.743.8804 OR 303.745.4418

HoranCares.com/Catholic

Welcomes
CRAIG SAEMAN
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

President and CEO Darren Walsh
with the staff of Catholic Charities
proudly welcomes Craig Saeman
to the Senior Leadership Team.
We ask for your prayers as he embarks
on the mission of serving the poor.

C

carmen.villa@archden.org
@calenvilla

an a married woman say that her
soul belongs to Christ?
Can a mother find time to
pray, receive daily communion and
attend spiritual direction? Can a widow,
after having nine children, found lay
communities and religious congregations? Concepción Cabrera de Armida,
better known as “Conchita,” responds
affirmatively to all these questions. She
was beatified in the Basilica of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico City May 4.
To know more about the life of
this holy woman, the Denver Catholic
spoke to Sister Claudia Govea, member
of the Sisters Missionaries of Charity
and Mary Immaculate, a congregation
belonging to the Family of the Cross,
which lives out the spirituality of the
Cross inspired by the revelations made
to Conchita, and is present in Denver.
WIFE AND MOTHER
When she was 13, Conchita met
Francisco (Pancho) de Armida, who
would become her boyfriend for nine
years. “Courtship never disturbed me
in the sense that it made me belong less
to God,” she wrote. “It was easy for me
to join both things.”
Sister Claudia, also originally from
San Luis Potosi, Conchita’s home town
Mex., says she “was very pretty and led
a normal life… When she saw people
criticizing others, she would interrupt
them by telling a joke so that people
would laugh and change topic.”
Before getting married, she asked
her fiancée, Pancho, to let her receive
Communion daily, and he accepted.
They got married Nov. 8, 1884, when
she was 22 years old.
“My husband had a very violent personality, he was like gunpowder, and
when the fire had passed, he would
calm back down embarrassed,” she
confessed. “But after a few years, he
changed so much that his mother and
sisters were amazed. I think it was due
to grace and the continuous filing the
poor man had to endure with [me as]
the sand paper and flint.”

Conchita got marry with Francisco
Armida on Nov 8th 1884.

Conchita and Pancho had nine children. Two of them became religious:
Manuel, their third child, became a
Jesuit priest; and Concepcion, the
fourth, joined the order of the Religious
Sisters of the Cross of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus.
Four children got married: Francisco, Ignacio, Salvador and Guadalupe.
The other three died at an early age:
Carlos, 6; Pablo, 18; and Pedrito, the
youngest, who drowned in a fountain
near his house at the age of 3.
“He was by my side a few moments
before that happened; when he went
outside, other kids say he said he was
getting water for the birds. There were
three maids by the fountain and none
of them saw him fall in,” Conchita
wrote. “I went to the foot of the big
crucifix and, pouring my tears on his
feet, I offered him the sacrifice of my
son, bowing and asking him to fulfill
his divine will in me.”
Sister Claudia said that in the process of beatification, this event was
researched extensively, and it was concluded that it was not due to neglect
from Conchita, since “it can happen to
any mother.”
The holy mother “built many relationships with bishops, was obedient to
her spiritual directors,” Sister Claudia
said. “And at the same time, she cooked
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GET TO KNOW COLORADO’S
JESUIT, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

Mountains:
Represents the
year Regis University
was founded.

The mountains are
symbolic of the Rocky
Mountains and the
Massif Central Mountains
in France, where our
namesake, St. John
Francis Regis, lived and
worked helping the less
fortunate.

Seven Stripes:

IHS:

1877:

Conchita formed her children in the faith of Christ. Two of them
embraced the religious life. PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

and was able to read, pray, teach her kids
to pray, talk to her spiritual director, visit
the sick — she always looked for a way
to help; as a wife, she never neglected
Francisco, whom she truly loved.”
Conchita tried to give practical
advice to her children, married or
religious. “Never use harsh or offensive words against Elisa,” she wrote to
her oldest son Francisco when he got
married. And she said to her religious
daughter, “Such precious jewel was not
meant for the world: The Lord chose it
for himself.”
Her husband Francisco died when
she was 39 years old. “I have felt the
divine scalpel in my soul, cutting everything that kept me attached to earth,”
she wrote in her diary. “I made sure he
went to confession and received Viaticum in advance… I said many prayers
for the dying for him.”
MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES
In 1894, Conchita started having
the so-called “Apparitions of the
Cross” while she was praying before
the Blessed Sacrament. “First, the Holy
Spirit appeared to her, whom she saw
surrounded by a great light; and then
she saw a cross after Communion,”
Sister Claudia said.

This image is based on the vision
that Conchita had of the Cross of
the Apostolate.

On the cross, Conchita saw a heart.
“It was a living heart, pulsating, human,
but glorified; it was surrounded by fire…
and above it, a different type of fire
emerged from it, a fire of better quality,” she described. There was a small
cross on the heart, which “represents
the pain on the cross that the souls of
those God most trusts cause him — at
times consecrated ones,” Sister Claudia
explained.
Thus, Conchita understood that her
mission was to save souls, and one of
the ways she could do so was by offering up her daily crosses and sufferings. After this experience, and with
the spiritual direction of Father Félix
de Jesús Rougier and Bishop Ramón
Ibarra y González (the first bishop of
Puebla), the Apostolate of the Cross was
established.
In some of her revelations, Jesus
showed his concern for priests: “[Tell
them] not to fear… that if they have
offended me, I am God’s forgiveness;
that they have a brother, son, mother,
father, God-man in me, who loves
them… who extends his arms and wants
to save them, embrace them against
the heart that let itself be torn so that
all priests could fit in it, to transform
them in me, their Jesus, all mercy and
goodness.”
Her revelations are in perfect congruence with the Magisterium of the
Church and are found in 66 volumes of
manuscripts. “Towards the end of her
life, she was tempted to think that none
of these occurrences were true,” Sister
Claudia said. “Nonetheless, she had
faith and died in the odor of sanctity.”
She died March 3, 1837. Sister Claudia said that, for the Family of the Cross,
“her beatification is the sign that certifies that, if we are faithful to our spirituality, we will live according to the
Gospel and God’s will.”

Symbolic monogram of
Christ associated with the
Jesuit order consisting of
the Greek letters iota, eta
and sigma (The first three
letters of Iesous, which is
Jesus’ name in Greek).

The alternating stripes
(representing seven
brothers) are from the
shield of the Oñaz-Loyola
family. St. Ignatius Loyola,
born in 1491, founded the
Jesuit order in 1540.

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
30 YEARS OF

MERCY

REGIS.EDU

’

SAM S JAM
WE NEED YOU AT THE
MEAL THAT SERVES MANY
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
4TH ANNUAL SAMARITAN HOUSE
BENEFIT DINNER WITH KYLE DYER, EMCEE

’

SAM S sUPPER
— T H E M E A L T H AT S E R V E S M A N Y —

Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 6 p.m.
Mile High Station, 2027 Old West Colfax Ave., Denver, CO 80204

honoring
Hercules Industries & The Peltes Family
Thousands of people experiencing homelessness have been provided safe shelter,
hot meals, love and compassion at Samaritan House since 1986.
FOR SPONSORSHIPS AND MORE INFORMATION:
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289

Tickets Available Now!

SamsSupper.org
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Columbine principal helped rebuild
community through Catholic faith
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

“M

r. De” sat wide awake
that night in his brother’s house. He was in
disbelief at what had occurred. And, as
a cradle Catholic, for the first time in
his life, he questioned his faith: “God,
how could you let this happen? These
poor kids!”
Frank DeAngelis, the principal of
Columbine High School the year of
the shooting, didn’t know that in the
wake of such tragedy, God would call
him to stay in the very place that had
deeply marked him in order to rebuild
a hurting community.
In his newly-released book They Call
Me “Mr. De,” DeAngelis tells the story
of Columbine’s heart, resilience and
recovery.
He spoke with the Denver Catholic
about his faith-filled experience and
his new book.

“A lot of this book is about my faith
and how it allowed me to recover and
to do what I continue to do,” he said.
DeAngelis remembers April 20, 1999,
vividly — his third year as principal.
“I was in my office that day getting ready to go to lunch duty… I was
talking to a teacher [when] my secretary
showed up at the door — I can remember her so vividly — and said, ‘Frank,
there is a reported gunfire!’” he recalled.
He was in disbelief.
“This can’t be happening. I’ve been
part of this school. It’s a fantastic school
[with] a lot of parental support, great
kids,” he thought. “And when I ran
out of my office, my worst nightmare
became a reality: I saw a gunman that
was coming towards me, and everything
just seemed to slow down.”
Instead of fleeing, he ran toward the
gunfire.
“People have asked me, ‘Why would
you do that?’ And the reason I did it

Frank DeAngelis’
newly-released book
tells the story of his
faith-filled journey of
healing.

is that I had some of my
kids in danger. They
were coming from a
class… and they were
going to be in the middle of the gunfire. And I ran down there to protect
them,” he said.
The former principal found himself
leading a group of 25 to 30 students to
the gymnasium, where they could lock
the doors from within, with the gunman
approaching.
He pulled on the gymnasium door
— it was locked.
“That’s when I really believe miracles started happening,” DeAngelis
recalled.
He reached into his pocket, pulled
out a key ring with about 30 keys, introduced a random key, and opened the
door on the first try.
“I tried [to replicate] that for 15 years
later, but never could” he said.
But the story was just beginning, and

he had to process everything that had happened
on that day: the twelve
students and teacher
that had died, the dozens who were
wounded.
“It was two days later that my life
changed, and I’m eternally grateful,”
DeAngelis said.
Father Ken Leone, who was pastor of
St. Frances Cabrini Parish, DeAngelis’
home parish, invited him to a candlelight vigil for the victims. DeAngelis
hesitated; he was overwhelmed. Father
Leone insisted, and the school principal
finally accepted.
“[Father Ken] calls me up on the
altar and brings some of the students
who were part of the youth group and
they came over and extended their
hands over me and prayed for me,” he
said. “And I felt something, the Holy
Spirit, descend upon me. Then Father
Ken whispered in my ear, ‘Frank, you

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
Makes
a great
Father’s
Day gift!

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

Marisol Health invites you to

For men who rise up to the challenge of being the
Sons, Husbands, Fathers and Brothers they were meant to be!

Men's Breakfast

A Fundraising Event for Marisol Health

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: CURTIS MARTIN
Husband, Father, Founder and CEO of
Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS)
The Denver Athletic Club
1325 Glenarm Place | Denver, CO 80204
7:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by Bishop Jorge Rodríguez, Ph.D.
Worship lead by Matt Miller
7:45 a.m. Breakfast & Program
$100 per person | $800 per table of 8 | $1,000 Sonrise Sponsor
For information, tickets or sponsorship information, please contact
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289

ccdenver.org/Sonrise

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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DeAngelis chose to stay as principal of Columbine High School for
15 more years after the shooting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

should’ve died that day, but God saved
you and he’s got a plan: Now you need
to rebuild that community… Frank, it’s
going to be a tough journey, but you
never have to travel that journey alone.’
“And the thing that really turned it
around for me is that he said, ‘Frank,
you’ve got to believe this: You’ve got to
live by faith and not by sight.’”
Father Leone accompanied him in
his process of healing and so did Father

Sean McGrath, when he became pastor
of the parish.
“Their help, along with the help of a
[Catholic] counselor, were the reasons
why I was able to heal,” he assured. “I
got counseling along with spiritual support, and that’s the message I share with
communities that experience similar
tragedies about having that support
system in place.”
DeAngelis would remain the principal of Columbine High School for
another 15 years, with the conviction
that God had given him the mission to
help students and the community heal.
He currently serves as a consultant
for safety and emergency management
for the Jeffco School District and speaks
nationally and internationally.
“Hopefully people don’t have to go
through a ‘Columbine,’ but there is an
assurance we’re going to go through
tough times in our lives,” he concluded.
“And the piece of advice that I give is
you never have to travel that journey
alone.
“For me, the journey was a tough
journey, but I knew my faith was so
important to me that I had that support and belief that God was there to
help me.”

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,154,508.14

HOW TO TALK TO YOUR KIDS ABOUT GUN VIOLENCE
Kids often hear about the acts of mass violence that happen
around the country. Dr. Jim Langley, licensed clinical psychologist and Executive Director of St. Raphael Counseling
in Denver, shared some tips about how to have that difficult conversation with children.
REASSURE SAFETY
It’s important for a child’s sense of
well-being to trust that they’re in a
safe environment. If the topic of a
mass shooting comes up, parents
must reassure kids that their school is
still safe, that their teachers will keep
them safe against a “bad person.”
LET THEM GUIDE WHAT YOU SHARE
Let the kid’s level of understanding,
curiosity or interest guide how much
information you share. You can let
them guide you because, by their
questions, they let you know how
much information they’re ready to hear.
PROACTIVITY AND SAFETY
Older kids will already know about
this reality, so it is better to be proactive: know the facts, how to respond,
the school protocol, etc. But it is still
important for them to be reassured
that their school is a safe place.

SUPPORT
FRIENDS AND
IDENTIFY RED FLAGS
It is important to teach older kids to
support their peers and their mental
health. This would mean that they
need to be taught about what mental
health is and to tell an adult if a peer is
threatening to hurt himself or others.
HAVE VULNERABLE
CONVERSATIONS
Parents should seek to have authentic conversations with their children
and to be involved in their kids’
lives. The top complaint adolescents
have about their parents is, “You
never listen to me.” To build a relationship, parents need to learn to
listen to their children. It shows that
a parent is open and accepting.

This Mother’s Day,
give the gift of hope.
Support mothers
and children
experiencing
homelessness

With no job and empty pockets,
Jennifer needed help to start
a new life. Our staff at Marisol
Homes welcomed her and her son,
making them feel right at home at
our interim housing. Four months
later, Jennifer moved into stable
housing with her son.
“I left with self-esteem, responsibility and an education,”
Jennifer said. “They supported me in everything. I’m very blessed
to have been at Marisol (Catholic Charities’ interim housing).”
In honor of Mother’s Day, will you make a gift today
and help mothers like Jennifer find renewed hope.

Donate at ccdenver.org/give

(720) 799-9311
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In-Depth

Q&A: Ways to help youth with mental health or substance issues
BY ROXANNE KING

L

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

ast year, spurred by suicide clusters among middle- and highschool age youths, the Colorado
Attorney General’s Office released the
results of a study that notes substance
use and abuse, as well as depression and
anxiety, were commonly discussed risk
factors contributing to suicidal behavior in youth. A 2018 report by the Colorado Health Institute shows suicide
is a leading cause of death in the state
for those ages 10-24. Mark Sanders, a
licensed professional counselor and
certified addiction counselor with St.
Raphael Counseling, recently spoke
to the Denver Catholic about mental
health and addiction issues in youth
and what parents can watch for and do
to help their children.
DENVER CATHOLIC: You’ve
explored improving mental health
and substance use treatment, share
one tip toward that.

MARK SANDERS: No matter how
old a person is, but especially with adolescents, it’s important to include the
family in their treatment. Say a parent
catches their kid drinking or smoking
pot, often their reaction is, Put them in
treatment — then they plop them back
in the family. A lot of times that doesn’t
work very well. To do effective treatment, you must change the patterns
of how they interact with others. That
is more effective than just addressing,
What can you do when you have a craving? That’s important, but for longterm success there has to be a family
component. It’s not as simple as, All
you need to do is stop using pot. There
could be an underlying mental health
issue that is leading the adolescent to
those behaviors.
DC: Address the importance of
including a spiritual dimension in
treatment.
MS: Many secular mental health treatment centers are hesitant to talk about
spirituality, but if you investigate the
suicide rates or anxiety rates among

adolescents, it is obvious that in our culture our kids are looking for something
more. They are trying to fill something.
On some level they understand that our
wacky consumerist culture isn’t enough
to fulfill them. I see that very much in
addictions — I see that as a spiritual
issue. And it’s not just alcohol and pot
use, it’s also technology (social media)
and pornography issues. Having that
option to ask: Is there a spiritual piece
to this? Are you hunting for something
you’re not finding? That can be helpful
to guide people to make better choices.
DC: What can parents do if they
discover their child is depressed or
addicted?
MS: Try to improve communication
and be open to learning opportunities. When comedian Robin Williams
committed suicide people wondered,
How could someone so funny commit
suicide? If parents can pay attention
to those moments and say, Let’s talk
about that, why do you think? Do you ever
think about that? Do you have friends
who feel like that?
ACROSS
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Annunciation Heights needs your help! Join AH staff
and supporters on a service weekend, to help in the many projects
we need to attend to before summer:
• Preparing our fields
• Staging our camp store
• Building a BRAND NEW TRAIL • Assisting in renovation work
on the property
on our chapel
• Repainting our lodges
• And many other tasks...!
Besides having a fun weekend of fun and service in the Rocky
Mountains, you will also get to share in fellowship with others who
share this mission! There will be campfires in the evening, with time
for prayer and formation. Food and lodging are free!
Please register here to let us know you are coming:
www.annunciationheights.org/service-weekend-rsvp/
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For more information: info@annunciationheights.org
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Read the full Q&A on denvercatholic.org.
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RESOURCES
Colorado Crisis & Support
Line: 1-844-493-8255
Safe2Tell: 1-877-542-7233
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Also, don’t give up on your kid. Even
if a kid isn’t interested in having dinner
with you or interacting with you, you
have to keep trying. Keep going in to say
goodnight and give them a kiss. You have
to keep that connection. Be available as
much as possible, that’s important.
If you get to a point where you’re
not sure what to do, there are a lot of
treatment programs, there’s St. Raphael
Counseling, there are community
mental health centers. If safety is a
concern, go to an emergency room.
Don’t be afraid to do that. I had a client
whose son was on and off suicidal. The
mother had taken him to the hospital
and he got angry. The mother said, I
would rather have an angry son than a
dead son. You’re the parent; you have
the responsibility to do that.
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Get Involved
MAY

MAY

Priestly Ordination

St. John Vianney Relic Tour

25 10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Five men will be ordained to the priesthood. They are: Julio César Amezcua
Martín, Adam Bradshaw, Witold Kaczmarzyk, Mateusz Ratajczak and Thomas Scherer.
Limited seating will be available, but the ordination will be livestreamed. Visit archden.
org/livestream to watch.

12 All-day, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary and the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, free. The Knights of Columbus are holding a nationwide tour
of the major relic of St. John Vianney’s incorrupt heart, which will be on display here
in Denver for public veneration at St. John Vianney Seminary May 12 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. and at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception from 5 p.m. to 10
p.m. For questions, email vianney@kofc.org.

WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available
Marisol Health in
Lafayette is in need
of mentors to offer
encouragement and
practical assistance
needed as a new or
pregnant mom.

Archdiocesan
Housing volunteer
opportunities available
Help celebrate
birthdays and play
some fun bingo at
an Archdiocesan
Housing location.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities
and all available time
slots, visit
serve.ccdenver.org.

MAY

The Gabriel House Project

13

The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
serve.ccdenver.org
or contact Ann
Robertson at
303-799-9302 or
arobertson@ccdenver.
org.

7 p.m., The Irish Snug,
1201 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver. Join us at the
next Theology on Tap!
Father Christopher Gama,
O.F.M. Cap., will speak
on “How the Film Nacho
Libre is Essential for the
Spiritual Life.” Meet in
the basement level of
the Irish Snug. Make sure
to oblige by the parking
signs in the lots nearby or
find free street parking in
local neighborhood. New
to the event? We’ll have
a table reserved for you!
Interested in signing up
for more Denver Catholic
Young Adult events? Text
DCYA to 84576, add your
name + email, and pick
the groups you’d like to
hear from!

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or for other
one-time serving
opportunities, contact
Rebecca at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.
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Theology on Tap
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The Encounter with
Bishop Rodriguez

5/17 - 5/19., St. Mary
Parish, 533 E. Main St.,
Aspen, $325 per couple
or $162.50 per person.
Come spend the weekend
in Aspen with the bishop
to dive deeper into our
Catholic faith through the
many beautiful traditions
that have been passed
on to us. Spend time with
Catholics from all over the
USA; enjoy the beauty of
Aspen and many outdoor
activities planned! For
more info and to register,
visit aspencatholic.org.

Our Lady of Fatima
Procession

6 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul
Parish, 2375 E. Arizona
Ave., Denver. The procession will start immediately
after the 5 p.m. Mass.
Procession will go through
the neighborhood around
SVdP. Organized by the
Respect Life Ministry.
22

REBOOT! Live

7 p.m., St. Bernadette
Parish, 7240 W. 12th Ave,
Lakewood, $25. REBOOT
is a life changing event
featuring Chris Stefanick.
Chris will elevate you in
your faith. He brings the
Gospel alive for each
person. Chris connects
with individuals from
12-102. An invitation
for everyone, come
hear the Word like
you’ve never heard it
before! For tickets, visit
reallifecatholic.com/
reboot-live-participants.

JUNE
3

Priest and Seminarian
Appreciation Day

8:30 a.m., St. Frances
Cabrini Parish, 6673
W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton, cost varies by
activity chosen. Priest &
Seminarian Appreciation
Day (PASAD) is a day
meant to generate
awareness for our priests
and provide them with a
well-deserved and muchneeded day of relaxation
and appreciation.
Come join the fun! All
activities are free for
priests and seminarians!
For more information
and registration, visit
golf4priests.com.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Classifieds 303-715-3230 | classifieds@archden.org
PILGRIMAGES

CEMETERY PROPERTY

Publishers

CROWN HILL - Two adjoining plots

ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL J. AQUILA

close to the chapel with gorgeous views
of the surrounding area. Blk 4, Row 86,
Lot B, Spcs 1 & 2. Asking $6,000 for
both. Please call 970-520-7143 or email:
kjinny628@msn.com. VK

Chief Strategy Offi cer

JOSHUA KARABINOS
Managing Editor/Communications Manager

AARON LAMBERT

Aaron.Lambert@archden.org
Director of Public Relations

CROWN HILL - Adjoining plots located

MARK HAAS

Mark.Haas@archden.org
Operations Manager

CYNTHIA O’NEILL

MARIAN PILGRIMAGE

Cynthia.ONeill@archden.org

Sept. 16 - 27, 2019. Amazing 12-day
pilgrimage with Fr. Israel Gonsalves, OCD
to the Shrines of Our Blessed Mother,
Lourdes, Fatima, Torreiudad, Zaragoza, &
others. Visit sites of St. John of the Cross,
St. Teresa of Avila & more. For more info:
www.materdeitours.com, Susie - Stella
Mars Tours 303-726-4009. Deadline is
June 6th!

Business/Advertising Manager

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Michael.ONeill@archden.org
Writer/Copy Editor

MOIRA CULLINGS

Moira.Cullings@archden.org
Writer/Video Coordinator

VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

Vladimir.Mauricio-Perez@archden.org
Graphics Specialist/Layout Artist

SIMONA FAVA

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY

Simona.Fava@archden.org
Advertising Specialist

KIM GRACE

Kim.Grace@archden.org
Contributing Writers

GEORGE WEIGEL, ROXANNE KING,
DR. JARED STAUDT, MARY BETH BONACCI
Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 Denver
Catholic (USPS 557-020) is published bi-weekly, except monthly in January. Denver
Catholic is printed by Prairie Mountain Publishing, LLC in Boulder. Periodical postage
paid in Denver, CO. SUBSCRIPTIONS: $50 a year in Colorado; $57 per year out of state.
Foreign countries: $57 surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other
countries (average). Mexico, $63 air; Canada, $70 air. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to: Denver Catholic, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or
email circulation@archden.org. CIRCULATION: denvercatholic.org/circulation

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, MAY 12
SUNDAY, MAY 26
6:30 a.m. English,
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. James Fox
TBA
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, MAY 19
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Nicholas Larkin
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

with the support of our viewers.

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885
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The Colorado Catholic Deaf Ministry - an
outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the front range with signed
& interpreted Masses, religious education
for deaf children & adults, Sacramental
Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us
through our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM signed
mass at St. Bernadette Church.

PRAYERS

GREEN MOUNTAIN CEMETERY

Thank you to St. Jude and Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal for petition answered.
Marion C

St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in
virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman
of Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of
all who invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for prayers
answered. GHG

CLEANING SERVICES

REAL ESTATE INCOME WITHOUT
TENANTS & TOILETS!

20 years experience. Excellent references.
No employees. Cathedral parish member.
Call Jennifer at 720-254-7492

50% LTV Deed of Trust on rental property
for sale. 5 yr, 8.5% (interest only), 1st lien

position - $40,000; several available.
Call Brad at 303-577-0296.

RESIDENT OPENING IN
GROUP HOME
BRIDGE COMMUNITY GROUP
HOME - Catholic Christian group home

Four gravesites available at Green
Mountain Cemetery in the Boulder Trinity
section. Current value is $12k; asking $10k
OBO. Call 303-847-5928. PN

for 8 adult women with intellectual
disabilities has an opening for one resident. If interested, please call Risha Dimas
at 303-935-4740.

MOUNT OLIVET - Two outside crypts,
St. Anthony’s Maus: Tier D #56 and Tier E
#57, corners touching. Asking $13,000 for
both (or $6,500 ea), incl trans fee. Call
303-868-1957 or lanie1450@hotmail.com.

DONATIONS NEEDED

Single plot in nice older section on east
side. Sect 28, Blk 4, Lot 0, Gr 101. $4,000
plus any fees. Call or text 602-510-6127 or
email davd2149@hotmail.com. DD

MOUNT OLIVET - Peaceful plot
available in Section 35, Block 5, Lot 12,
Grave 10. Asking price is $3,800 OBO,
transfer fee included. If interested, please
call Manny at 720-690-6760. ML

side by side with mountain views in
Sect 50, Blk 7, Lot 44, Grs 6 & 7. Asking
$7,700 for both, including transaction
fee. Please call 303-828-0154 and leave a
message. JD

MOUNT OLIVET - 3 adjoining plots in
older, serene location: Sec 27, Blk 7, Lot 70,
Grs 4, 5, 9. Asking $5,000 ea; price lower if
buying all three. Call Robert 248-720-8644
or detroitkoch@gmail.com. RK
MOUNT OLIVET - Four side by side
graves in mature landscaped setting:
Sect 27, Blk 7, Lot 21, Grs 1, 2, 6, 7. Asking
$16,000 for all four or $9,000 for two.
Trans fee incl. Lv msg at 303-935-0775. SS
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots in older historic area with large
trees: Section 9, Block 3, Lot 1A, Graves 3 &
4. Asking $8,200 OBO. Please call Darek at
720-933-2595. DP

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

CONCRETE
CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
discount. Fast and friendly service.
References. Call today! 303-429-0380

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc... all your
construction needs.

MOUNT OLIVET

MOUNT OLIVET - Two beautiful plots

IN THANKSGIVING

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy

in a lovely, peaceful spot at Block 45, Lot
91, Unit A, Sections 1 & 2. Asking price is
$6,000 ea. For more information, please
contact 303-915-2688. CP

MORTGAGE NOTES
FOR SALE

ELECTRICAL
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.

Fast, free pickup. Help those in need! Call
800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING
CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
& INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or commercial, big or small, we do it
all. Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,
Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners &
water heaters! Free equipment replacement estimates. Family owned & operated
since 1957. Members of St. Joseph Church
for 40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No.CO 970482-7520. For important info& latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST
PRICES - 303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and repair - kitchens, bathrooms,
basements. Family business; Senior
discount. Free estimates.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT?
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FENCING, CONT’D

PAINTING

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and

BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING - Interior or exterior

concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

house painting or remodeling. Free
estimates. Senior discount. Imagine
Painting - 720-320-1841

FLOORING SERVICES

PATIOS

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - New Year Special:

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS, BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of March!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 19 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements. Free
estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING - Trash - junk -

rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200
or email glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MOVING COMPANIES

HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner at
St. Bernadette. See our reviews at Yelp &
Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
sssssPlease call 303-587-6200sssss

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

720-320-1841 Family business - Senior
discount, free estimates. Call us today!

PLUMBING
DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing &
heating repair & replacement. Serving
Denver Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+
Rating BBB. $50 senior discount with ad.
303-766-4300

REMODELING
HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

MDK REMODELING - Kitchen,

Basement, Bath, Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

TILE, CONT’D

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED, CONT’D

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING

TILE OR REMODELING

2019-2020 FACULTY POSITIONS
AVAILABLE AT GOOD SHEPHERD

ON-SITE PROPERTY MANAGER

Free estimates. Roofing Contractor.
Local company in business since 1984.
Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES

ACCOUNTING MANAGER – Our Lady

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water

heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.com
for coupons!!

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and
sod installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TAX PREPARATION
TAXES: PERSONAL & SMALL
BUSINESS - Need help? I have over 25
years of experience assisting people like
you!! Call Joe at 303-216-2528

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems, Solid Surface
Products, Repairs & Remodeling, Kitchens
& Bathrooms. Call Cory at 303-422-3409

PreK Teacher- full time; Classroom
Assistants - full and part-time;
School Counselor - full or part-time.
Send resume & cover letter to: Mark.
Strawbridge@goodshepherddenver.org

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.

Call today: 303-456-6898

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

VIDEO AND PHOTO
CONVERSION
TRANSFER FAMILY VIDEOS from
tape to disk files to preserve, edit & easily
share. Do the same with hardcopy photos.
A gift only you can give to your family.
Ph: 303-378-1674; garneau56@gmail.com.

YARD WORK
YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!
Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal, concrete work, overall yard clean-up, gutter
cleaning. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Landscaping, yard work and sprinkler systems. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. Call today & save! 720-877-3733

of Lourdes Parish and School is seeking
an energetic accounting manager to lead
our financial reporting activities. This is
a great opportunity to make an impact
at a vibrant parish and school. For more
information and to apply, please visit
Lourdesdenver.org.

AVE MARIA SCHOOL
has openings for the 2019-2020 school
year for a Music Teacher full time for Pre8th grade, Before & After School Extended
Day Director for K-8, and Substitutes
for all levels. Qualified applicants for the
music position must be Catholic and have
a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education
or related field with experience in both
elementary and middle school grades.
Experience in Catholic School and liturgy
preparation is a plus. Candidates must
possess licensure/Colorado substitute
license. Please email your resume and
letter of interest to Terri Loiselle at
tloiselle@avemariacatholicparish.org.

BUSINESS MANAGER - St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Denver is seeking an experienced & highly-skilled business manager.
Under the direction of the pastor, business
manager will oversee the day-to-day
management of the business affairs of
the parish including, but not limited to,
personnel, properties, financials, and
accounting. Parish experience preferred.
Send cover letter, resume & salary
requirements to mila@saintvincents.org.

NOTRE DAME CATHOLIC SCHOOL
FACULTY POSITIONS
Math and Science Teacher - Full-time
for Grades 6, 7, 8 for 2019-2020 school
year, and Preschool Director, full-time;
candidates must be director-qualified.
To apply, please send a cover letter and
current resume to Principal Greg Caudle at
gcaudle@notredamedenver.org

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Classifieds

ROOFING & GUTTERS

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

Service Directory |

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Cherry Creek North: 40 units. Property
mgmt. experience required. Built in 1947.
Some units dated. Very clean property.
Send resumes to julia@srffence.com

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL
is hiring the following positions for the
2019-2020 school year: Pre-Kindergarten
Teacher, Monday-Friday from 7:30 am
to 1:00 pm (72.5% contract), must be
a practicing Catholic; and a part-time
Technology Teacher, Tuesdays & Thursdays from 7:30 am to 3:20 pm. Please
email resumes to Principal Lisa Taylor at
ltaylor@olfcs.com.

PERSONAL CARE PROVIDER
& HOMEMAKERS - $12 per hour,
part-time work with flexible hours and
competitive pay. Reliable, dependable &
compassionate Caregivers and Homemakers needed at Dominican Home Health
Agency!! DHHA Personal Care Providers
(PCPs) deliver a wealth of personal care
to the disabled and frail elderly, including
bathing, personal hygiene, help dressing,
preparing meals, light housekeeping,
etc. This personal care helps our patients
remain safe and independent in their
homes. We are a faith-based, non-profit
agency that values and appreciates our
Caregivers. Be part of a mission-focused,
dedicated team. To learn more about
benefits and job requirements, contact
Dan right away! Call 303-322-1413 Ext 24, or
email dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

VOLUNTEERS - TAKE A ‘LEAP’
OF FAITH!! If you’re 22-30 years old
and looking for a year-long opportunity
of direct service within vulnerable communities, a faith-based, intentional living
community, integrated reflection on your
experiences, a chance for spiritual growth,
a broad base of community support, an
opportunity to develop professionally
and the preferential option for the poor
in action, Colorado Vincentian Volunteers
may be right for you. Benefits include
room & board, transportation, monthly
stipend & more. JUMP! placement sites
include, but are not limited to, healthcare/
medical clinics, shelters, schools, sustainability and urban farming, clinics, social
services, housing (repair/construction/
activities), refugees/asylees, runaway/
homeless youth tutoring and mentoring,
women’s services, food justice, special
needs community, intellectual disabilities,
childcare/preschool and more.
Take that LEAP of Faith and check out CVV
at covivo.org or find us on Facebook!!
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Perspectives

On the composting of thee and me

I

n Herman Wouk’s novel, War
and Remembrance, Warren
Henry shocks his Bible-reading
father, the novel’s hero, by claiming
that human beings are “microbes on
a grain of
dust...and
GEORGE when it’s
WEIGEL over we’re
just dead
The Catholic Difference
meat.” The
George Weigel is a
Washington
distinguished senior
state legisfellow of the Ethics and
lature has
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
now topped
the cynical
young Warren Henry by declaring
that we’re useful meat, as in potential
compost, such that one can legally
choose to be composted after death,
then used for fertilizer.
The case for composting thee and
me is put in reassuring ecological
terms. “There are significant environmental problems with burying…
bodies,” according to state senator
Jamie Pedersen, author of the human
composting bill. Katrina Spade, the
founder of “Recompose” (the company promoting human composting),
described the process by which her
firm does its grubby business as “the
same process happening on the forest
floor as leaf litter, chipmunks, and
tree branches decompose and turn

into topsoil.” Lynn Carpenter-Boggs,
a Washington State University
researcher who tried Ms. Spade’s process on six cadavers, told the Washington Post that “the material we had,
at the end, was really lovely; I’d be
happy to have it in my yard.”
There, now: Doesn’t that make you
feel better?
Anyone paying attention to the
churnings of American politics
knows that the coastal strip of the
Pacific Northwest, between Eugene,
Oregon, and the northern suburbs
of Seattle, is an asylum of political
correctness, fueled by what a cultural
anthropologist might call substitute
religions. What was already the most
unchurched part of the country when
I lived there from 1975 to 1984 has
experimented, over the past four
decades, with various ultramundane
religiosities — from socialism to radical feminism to gender theory to the
most esoteric forms of environmentalism — often layering one mania
on top of another. With human composting, this madcap exercise has now
been turned inside out, demonstrating the ancient truth that the worship
of false gods — in this case, Gaia, or
the Earth — is a sure prescription for
lethal incongruity.
In the biblical view of things, men
and women, created in God’s image

and likeness, have a God-given dignity that implies a responsibility to
care for God’s creation, the Earth.
Exercising that responsibility is a
good thing here-and-now; it’s also an
act of generosity toward future generations, who should inherit the Earth
as a garden to cultivate, not a garbage
dump to manage. But if men and
women are, in the final analysis, compost — “a cubic yard of soil,” as Ms.
Spade told the Post — why should we
possess a unique dignity? Why should
we bear any special responsibility
to treat the Earth and other living
creatures well? If we’re just compost-waiting-to-happen, why should
we treat nature with respect?
If human beings have no special
dignity within creation, then we have
no special responsibility for creation.
By declaring us proto-fertilizer, the
human composters implicitly deny
our innate and distinctive spiritual
qualities — our ability to reason and
to choose, to love, to sacrifice, to act
altruistically and to rise above self-indulgence and violence. Logically,
then, don’t the human composters
undercut their own case for the care
of the Earth and its creatures? Radical environmentalism in the form
of human composting leads to an
ecological nihilism antithetical to the
moral case for “sustainability.”

Turning each other into compost
also vitiates the ancient human
instinct to create special places for
the dead, where loved ones may be
visited and their memory honored.
To gut that instinct by composting
relatives and friends for use in Lynn
Carpenter-Boggs’s yard suggests that
the bonds of love, friendship, and
community that exist in life really
aren’t significant: If we’re just fertilizer, why should we be valued in life
and cherished in death?
It’s long been obvious that certain
forms of radical environmentalism
are an ersatz religion, with an ersatz
sacred text (Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring), ersatz sacraments (those
multiple recycling bins), an ersatz
Satan (Big Oil), an ersatz theology of
the Kingdom (the aforementioned
“sustainability”), and an ersatz moral
theology (using plastic straws being
the latest example of an eco-mortal
sin). It was only a matter of time
before this ersatz religion’s false
anthropology and cosmology — its
denial of the unique status of human
beings in a natural order that’s created, not accidental — would lead to
the grotesque. With human composting, gussied up as a matter of ecological responsibility, the grotesque has
most assuredly arrived.

Happiness is great, but fulfillment is way better

L

ately I’m seeing lots of studies
— or, more accurately, articles
about studies — claiming that
non-parents are happier than parents. The accompanying commentary
essentially
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are really
just long
roads to misery, and that young people
should think twice about their plans
for love, marriage and a baby carriage.
Alarmingly, I’m seeing interviews
with young adults who are taking this
nonsense seriously and deciding to

forego having children at all in the
interest of “pursuing happiness.”
And worse still are the increasingly
regular reports I hear of actual parents
who are deciding that this parenting
thing is a drag on their social lives and
are exiting family life in order to get
their “happy” on. I’m not talking about
people in bad or abusive or dangerous
marriages who make the difficult decision to leave for truly substantive reasons. I’m talking about mothers and/
or fathers who simply decide that the
garden variety problems and commitments inherent in marriage and parenting are making them less “happy,”
so they are exiting stage right on the
assumption that a life of freedom “out
there” will be more fulfilling.
This, my people, is messed up.
I get where, in the short run, the
life of the childless might be easier
at times. If you are up all night with a
sick kid, and I am able to sleep, I am

probably “happier” the next day. You,
as a parent, have a lot more to worry
about. And worry, of course, eats into
“happiness” in whatever moments
are stolen by the worrying.
But there is a fundamental mistake
here. These people are confusing happiness with fulfillment.
Happiness is pleasure. It is an
emotion. The dictionary defines it as
a “mental or emotional state.” It is
fleeting, transitory, elusive. It happens in the moment. Sure, I’m happy
when I get a good night’s sleep. But a
couple of days later, it doesn’t really
matter. Neither does the fun I had, or
the money I spent, or anything else
that might buy me short-term happiness. “Happiness” as a state is impossible to sustain. As soon as things get
difficult, my happiness is gone. And
there is nothing wrong with that. We
are meant to have happy moments,
and unhappy moments.
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Art: A needed sacrament of faith

A

sacrament is an outward,
material sign of an inward,
spiritual reality. The seven
sacraments are signs instituted by
Jesus to communicate his grace to
us. In addiDR. R.
tion, we
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faith. We
do not have
an abstract faith; it is sacramental
and incarnational, centered on the
coming into the flesh of the Son of
God and his continued presence in
the Church through the Eucharist.
Art, following this sacramental identity, expresses our faith, draws us into
prayer, and mediates divine realities.
In a time of relativism, which shuns
proposals of truth and goodness, we
need to rely more upon the witness
of beauty. Pope Benedict XVI spoke
of this opportunity and need: “I have
often affirmed my conviction that
the true apology of Christian faith,
the most convincing demonstration
of its truth against every denial, are
the saints, and the beauty that the

PHOTO BY CAROLINE HERNANDEZ | UNSPLASH

faith has generated. Today, for faith
to grow, we must lead ourselves and
the persons we meet to encounter the
saints and to enter into contact with
the Beautiful.”
Does this approach actually work for
evangelization? Elizabeth Lev details
one example, the crucial role of art at a
time of crisis in the Church, in her book,
How Catholic Art Saved the Faith: The
Triumph of Beauty and Truth in Counter-Reformation Art (Sophia, 2018). As
core Catholic doctrines faced opposition from Protestants, the Council of
Trent called for the creation of art to
assist in renewal. The Council said that
art should instruct, help to remember
and meditate divine realities, admonish, provide examples, and to inspire the
faithful to order their lives in imitation
of the saints (4). Lev adds her own synthesis of how art assists the Church,
asserting that “art is useful in evangelization.... can bring clarity.... [and] is
uplifting” (6). The Catholic Reformation and Baroque periods, particularly
in central Italy, were ages “of unprecedented art patronage from the top
down, effectively a very expensive PR
campaign meant to awaken the hearts
and minds of millions of pilgrims who
were making their way to the Eternal
City” (5).
And it worked. It was not art for
art’s sake that led Catholics to stay

true to the faith, but art’s ability to
express the deep spiritual vision of
the Church as articulated by the great
Catholic reformers. Lev lists the main
protagonists of this cooperative work:
“The spiritual insight of Charles Borromeo, Robert Bellarmine, Federico
Borromeo, St. Philip Neri, and Paleotti fused with the creative talents
of Caravaggio, Barocci, the Carracci
School, Lavinia Fontana, and Guido
Reni, making for a heady cocktail
designed to entice the faithful into
experiencing mystery” (16). Lev provides a masterful overview of the key
theological issues at stake and how
artists were commissioned to visualize the faith in these areas, including
the sacraments, mediation of the
saints, purgatory, and practices such
as pilgrimage.
Developments in technique
enabled art to come alive, actively
mediating faith, by using theatrical
characteristics that invited the viewer
into the drama of the scene. Altar
pieces beckoned down to the action
of the altar, pointing to the reality
occurring there, such as Caravaggio’s The Entombment of Christ (37),
and others drew the viewer into the
scene, as with Frederico Barocci’s
extended hand of St. Francis bearing
the stigmata, inviting an imitation of
Christ (145). Other paintings inspired

religious sentiments such as contrition, as found in Reni’s St. Peter
Penitent, who models how to weep
for one’s sins and to beat one’s chest
in repentance (45), and Titian’s good
thief who reaches out to Christ as one
would do in confession (52). The book
beautifully presents the artwork, and
Lev seamlessly combines art criticism
and religious commentary.
The time period of Lev’s book
bears some striking similarities to
contemporary struggles. Many Catholics continue to question the faith,
and we have experienced a return to
iconoclasm in the last fifty years, bent
on the destruction of the Church’s
sacramental vision. We, too, need
the inspiration of art, which calls us
to renew our faith: “Art no longer
allow[s] the viewer to stand at a safe
distance, as a passive recipient of
grace, but exhort[s] everyone to act”
(180). For the success of the New
Evangelization, we need a return to
beauty. This will require us to invest
in a renaissance of the arts, knowing
that this investment will support the
Church’s efforts to communicate the
truth of our faith, for the salvation of
souls.

Fulfillment is different. It is
deeper, more constant. It can exist
underneath a full range of emotional
experiences. It is possible to be
unhappy in a moment and yet fulfilled
on a deeper level.
I have quoted it before, and I’ll
quote it a million times again. The Vatican II document Gaudium et Spes says
that “Man, being the only creature
created for his own sake, finds himself
only in a sincere gift of himself.”
We find real meaning, real fulfillment, in self-gift. In love. And that
often comes in the form of sacrificing
our own current “happiness” for the
sake of someone else. Like losing
sleep with a sick kid. Like spending
money on tuition instead of a new car.
The problem with the “pursuit of
happiness” as our sole goal in life is
that it detracts us from our real purpose — and hence, ironically, from real
long-term happiness or fulfillment.

It is my belief that parenting —
aside from bringing many, many
happy moments — brings fulfillment.
And, that like many other fulfilling
things, it is not easy. It is not always
“happy.” And that those who forego it
out of a misguided desire for “happiness” are making a lifelong mistake.
I say all of this as a non-parent.
I’m getting all of the “fun” that you
all think you’re missing out on. And,
let me tell you, “fun” doesn’t offer the
love, the satisfaction, the deep-down
fulfillment that is found in the joys
and sacrifices of parenting.
That is not to say that the life of a
non-parent isn’t or can’t be fulfilling.
But our fulfillment isn’t necessarily
built-in. Sometimes obligations to
serve come to us. But other times
we have to go looking for them — for
opportunities to make a difference,
to give ourselves, to matter. When
that happens, we become “spiritual”

fathers or mothers — using our masculine or feminine gifts to make a difference in the lives those who are not
our actual children.
Twenty years ago, I gave the graduation address at the Franciscan
University of Steubenville. The theme
of that talk was “Living Life from the
Deathbed Backwards.” When you are
on your deathbed, what will you want
your life to have looked like? Will you
be glad you had a lot of fun at a lot of
nightclubs? Will you be satisfied that
you are leaving behind a bunch of nice
possessions for your relatives to fight
over? Or do you want to look back on
the ways the you made a difference
— the lives that are here or are better
because you existed?
That is the difference between
happiness and fulfillment.
And, trust me, fulfillment is way
better.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

