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Archbishop’s Column

Ignore God’s goodness at your own risk

I

n these times of trial, it is easy
to forget or overlook the stories
of faith, joy and vibrant life that
are a part of the fabric of our Church.
The Psalms remind us, it is essential
to “call to mind the deeds of the Lord”
and to “remember his wonders”
(Psalm 77:11), since failing to do so
can lead to despair and a hardened
heart. To help us all celebrate God’s
goodness, I would like to recall a few
moments where I’ve seen it recently.
As 2019 began, I had the privilege
to see and be a part of one of God’s
wonders. After spending several days
on retreat with my fellow bishops
at Mundelein Seminary, I made the
short trip from Chicago to Indianapolis, where the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS) was
holding its biennial SEEK conference
for students wanting to encounter
Jesus and seek the truth.
It’s hard to describe the energy and
enthusiasm that the more than 17,000
students from 626 campuses brought
to the event, but a few moments
from the gathering might give you a
glimpse of the experience.
@ArchbishopDen

Saturday night, the vast conference room was filled with young
people adoring Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament and coming to him for
healing in reconciliation. In the
words of Amy Gasper, who spoke to
The Criterion, “You get to see how
hungry people are for the Lord. It
makes my heart leap for joy.”
I had the privilege of hearing confessions for over two hours and seeing
the healing Jesus brought to young
people as they heard the words of
absolution pronounced over them.
They experienced the mercy and
tenderness of Jesus welcoming them
home and the great joy in heaven over
one repentant sinner.
During the Mass on Sunday morning, the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
I encouraged the young people in
attendance to allow the grace of their
relationship with Christ, the light of
Christ in them, to overcome the darkness that the world and the Church
are experiencing. What I said in my
homily applies to everyone: “Jesus
can heal any wound. He can restore
any disorder. He can bring light into

Jan. 6

darkness.” We must put our faith, our
full trust and confidence in Jesus!
A few days later, I spoke from the
west steps of the Colorado Capitol to
a crowd of energetic, joyful pro-lifers
from northern Colorado and beyond
who came to stand up for the unborn
at the Celebrate Life March. Despite
the snow storm just a day before,
thousands of people cheered the
witness of the McGarrity family, who
have eight children, four of them with
Down Syndrome. The crowd cheered
their generous embrace of life and
laughed along with the excited shouts
from their kids.
A short while later, downtown
Denver witnessed doctors, nurses,
moms, dads, children, a mariachi band,
Native American dancers and so many
others marching through its streets
to publicly support life at every stage,
from conception to natural death.
Then on Friday, Jan. 18, the nation
witnessed what organizers called
the largest pro-life March for Life in
recent memory. By and large, most of
the people marching were from Catholic parishes, schools, universities

and apostolates. The march had a
strong presence of young people, a
palpable atmosphere of love, a sense
of unity and hope.
The message of hope was also present in Pope Francis’ words during the
Jan. 16 General Audience, in which
he reflected on the Lord’s Prayer and
the fact that God’s love for us is not
impacted by our sins and shortcomings. “God is looking for you, even if
you do not seek Him,” he said to the
crowd. “God loves you, even if you have
forgotten about Him. God sees beauty
in you, even if you think you have
squandered all your talents in vain.”
We need to adopt God’s view of
ourselves and the Church, asking
him for the grace to see and love as he
does. The Holy Spirit is at work in the
Church, bringing healing to those in
darkness and encouraging people to
shine the light of Christ in the world.
The evil one would like us to wallow
in despair and convince us that things
are hopeless. Place your hope in Jesus
and turn to him for healing. You will
not be disappointed, and then you will
become the light of the world!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

A great light & joy has shown in Indianapolis #Seek2019! The faith of 17,000 young Catholics
on fire for Christ & the Church! When evangelization is done well light appears! Is 60:1 “Your
light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.” Blessed Epiphany to all! +sja
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Reverend James A. Spahn, O.P., granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, and appointed Pastor of St. Dominic
Parish, Denver, Colorado, effective January 1,
2019, until his time in ministry here is completed.
Reverend Salvardor Sanchez, appointed
Parochial Vicar of St. Clare of Assisi Parish,
Edwards, St. Mary Parish in Eagle and St.
Patrick Parish in Minturn, Colorado, effective
January 1, 2019, until June 19, 2019.
Reverend Guillermo Ruben Holguin Gorena,
granted Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, and appointed Parochial Vicar of St.
Therese Parish, Aurora, Colorado, effective
immediately, until June 19, 2019.
Reverend Robert M. Kelly, O.P., granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, and appointed for Mission and Ministry
with the Community of the Dominican Friars in
Denver, Colorado, effective immediately, until
his time in ministry here is completed.
Reverend John Ezratty, MC, granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, and appointed for Mission and

Ministry with the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS), effective
immediately, as long as his term lasts.
Reverend Jacques Philippe, C.B., granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese
of Denver, and appointed for Mission and
Ministry with the Community of the Beatitudes
in Denver, Colorado, effective immediately,
until his time in ministry here is completed.
Reverend Isidore C. Orjikwe, granted
Presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, and appointed Parochial Vicar of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn,
Colorado, effective immediately, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.
Reverend Donatian Kaigoma, appointed
Chaplain of Annunciation Heights Camp and
Retreat Center, Estes Park, Colorado, effective
January 15, 2019 until June 19, 2019.
Reverend Michael Pavlakovich, appointed
Hospital Chaplain of UCHealth University
Hospital, and Children’s Hospital, in Aurora,
Colorado, effective January 15, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.

OTHER
Msgr. Edward Buelt, granted permission to take
a Sabbatical, effective January 1, 2019 to June
30, 2019. Upon completion he will return to his
assignment as Pastor at Notre Dame Parish in
Denver, Colorado

Reverend Gregory Lesher, granted permission
to serve as Catholic Chaplain in the United
States Navy with the United States Military
Archdiocese, effective July 1, 2018, ad nutum
archiepiscopi.

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila joined more than 17,000 young people at
annual SEEK conference hosted by the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS). The archbishop celebrated Mass for attendees and in
his homily encouraged them to put all their trust in Jesus, who “can heal
any wound.” PHOTO PROVIDED BY FOCUS
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Vatican Notes

Pope tells parents transmission
of faith to children ‘up to you’
BY HANNAH BROCKHAUS/CNA

A

t Mass in the Sistine Chapel Jan.
13, Pope Francis baptized 27
babies, reminding their parents
that the first space in which children
learn and witness the faith is at home.
“Yes, when they go to catechism
class, they will study the faith well,
they will learn catechesis,” he said.
“But before being studied, faith must
be transmitted, and this is a job that is
up to you.”
Preparing to baptize the 27 babies —
15 girls and 12 boys — Pope Francis urged
their parents “to transmit the faith by
example, by words, by teaching [them]
to make the Sign of the Cross. This is
important. “The important thing is to
transmit the faith with your life of faith:
that they see the love of the spouses, that
they see the peace of the house, that they
see that Jesus is there,” he said.
Pope Francis gave the brief,

impromptu homily during Mass for the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, when
there is a tradition of baptizing a group
of babies in the Sistine Chapel, a custom
started by Pope St. John Paul II.
Asking if he could give a little advice,
he went on to urge the couples not to
fight in front of their children. He noted
that it is perfectly normal for a husband
and wife to quarrel but recommended
trying to keep arguments out of the view
and hearing of their kids.
“This, I dare, is a piece of advice that
will help you pass on the faith,” he said.
The pope also commented on the
“chorus of tears,” that could be heard
coming from the over two dozen babies
in the chapel and said mothers should
not be ashamed to breastfeed if their
child is hungry.
“And so, we go forward in this ceremony, in peace, with the awareness
that the transmission of the faith is your
responsibility,” he said.

CATHOLIC FAMILIES NIGHT
WITH THE DENVER NUGGETS

Denver Nuggets vs Los Angeles Clippers
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019
3:00PM • PEPSI CENTER

TICKETS

FAN E XPERIENCE S

Lower/Club Level: $55

Catholic youth will be selected for:
High-Five Fan Tunnel
Flag Presentation
And more!

(regularly up to $106 + fees)

Upper Level: $18

(regularly up to $30 + fees)
A portion of every ticket purchased
will benefit the St. Sebastian Project
(saintsebastiandenver.org)

Order tickets online at:
https://nuggets.ksetickets.com/1819cfn

Experiences only available on 2/24
ALTERNATE NIGHT:
Denver Nuggets vs. Utah Jazz
Thursday, February 28, 2019
7:00pm • Pepsi Center

FOR TICKE T INFORMATION, PLE ASE CONTACT

Lyndsay Marchbanks at 303.405.7635 or email Lyndsay.Marchbanks@teamkse.com

From here to eternity.

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally — Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially — Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of
the Catholic Church.
Spiritually — Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through
your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not
be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it
a way to serve the greater good.
Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
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‘Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do
that’: Coloradans march to celebrate life
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

A

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

fter a cold, snowy morning,
thousands of Catholics from
the Archdiocese of Denver
gathered Jan. 12 to participate in the
Celebrate Life March at the foot of the
Colorado State Capitol — the place that
first allowed for the legalization of abortion in the United States over 50 years
ago — seeking a renewed respect of the
most fundamental right: the right to life.
Calling to mind that Colorado
became the first state to legalize abortion, David Bereit, the event’s emcee,
and co-founder and former CEO of 40
Days for Life, motivated the faithful to
continue fighting to undo the evil that
had begun in the same building that
oversaw their gathering.
“Even though lives continue to be
lost to this very day, we have seen,
through the prayers and efforts of faithful people here in Denver, throughout
Colorado and around the nation, the
tide is turning for life,” he said, assuring that from the 2,200 abortion clinics
that were present in the country at the
pinnacle of the abortion industry in

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
inspires the crowd at the Celebrate
Life March on Jan. 12.

1992, fewer than 600 remain. 79 percent of abortion centers closed their
doors and went out of business, in
great part due to the action and prayers
of pro-life advocates.
“The abortion rate continues to drop…
Americans self-identify as pro-life by
the largest majority since Roe v. Wade.
More pro-life laws have been passed
in the States over these last three years
than the previous 30 years before that…
We realize that the days of Roe v. Wade
are numbered. Abortion is going to
end! Our work is not yet done, and that’s
why we gather here,” Bereit continued.
“What began here in this place, must end
here in this place.”
This year’s Celebrate Life March
also comes at an important time in
the political realm of the State of Colorado, as the November midterm elections saw the defeat of legislators who
were in support of key areas of Catholic
teaching regarding the dignity of life,
the Archbishop of Denver Samuel J.
Aquila assured. He urged the participants to be a light in the darkness in the
public sphere to defend the dignity of
life from conception until death.
“In this past midterm election,
some of those lawmakers who were
in support of the Church’s teaching
in these key areas, failed to win their
seats, which makes our task today of
remaining vigilant and engaged all
the more important. And it is you, the
laity, who need to make your voices
heard,” he said.
The prelate also called for the repeal
of the death penalty in Colorado,
which he assured was unnecessary;
and, quoting Pope Francis, spoke
against the idea that the Catholic Church must accept the many
of these laws under the banner
of progressivism.
“‘Precisely because this involves
the internal consistency of our message, the message of the Church and of
Christ, about the value of the human
person, the Church cannot be expected
to change her position in this question.
It is not progressive to try to resolve
problems by eliminating a human
life.’ Our legislators need to hear those
words. The Catholics in our pews need
to hear those words. The media today
would never report on those words
of Pope Francis,” Archbishop Aquila

Thousands of participants — many of them young people — turned out
to celebrate life at the Colorado State Capitol earlier this month.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON YOUNG | HARDSTEP DESIGN

assured.
The rally also counted with the
presence of Elizabeth Felix, a college student and leader of Students
for Life, who insisted that being prolife meant being pro-woman, pro-man
and pro-child; the McGarity family,
who spoke for the dignity of children with Down Syndrome; and Elías
Moo, the Superintendent of Catholic
Schools of the Archdiocese of Denver.
In a bilingual speech in English and

Spanish, Moo highlighted the importance of fighting for the right to life,
especially for Christians.
“Our duty to our neighbors, even
those who disagree with us, is to serve
the common good of our society by
defending the most vulnerable and
fighting against the culture of death.
For we’re fighting for the most fundamental right of all, the base of all other
rights: the right to life,” he stated. “We
love life because we love Christ.”
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As the crowd joyfully marched on
the downtown streets of Denver, and
was met with varied reactions from
those observing, Martin Luther Jing
Jr.’s words, quoted by Archbishop Aquila
in his speech, seemed to resound with
greater clarity: “Returning hate for hate
multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness
to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate; only love can do that.”
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MARCHING WITH JOY
For the second year in a row,
women from ENDOW (Education on
the Nature and Dignity of Women), a
Catholic apostolate that helps women
come together and learn about their
faith and dignity, set the pace of the
March. But this year, the representatives
were five young Hispanic ladies wearing
their colorful quinceañera dresses.
“They are the champions of life.
They are right in that age group where
they can say, ‘This is what it means to
be a woman, and this is how I can protect life starting now,’” said Marcela
García López, Program Growth
Coordinator for ENDOW. “Planned
Parenthood and other organizations
say that minorities need abortion

Start Your
New Year Adventures
Off Right

3.99
AUTO RATES STARTING AT

%
APR

*

NEW || USED
USED || REFINANCED
REFINANCED****
NEW
60
60 Months
Months

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 3.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles
used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on
indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles January 1-31, 2019.
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Franciscan food truck
nourishes souls and bodies

Installs, Repairs,
Replacements & Maintenance
Boilers Air Conditioners
and Furnace

$29

Water Heaters, Drains
and all other Plumbing needs

Call us at (303)

diagnostics for any call!

280-5765 | Squeaksservices.com
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BY ROXANNE KING
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Wednesday, February 20
5:30 – 9 pm
Wings Over the Rockies
Air & Space Museum
7711 E. Academy Blvd. ❤ Denver, CO 80230
Restaurants across Denver come together
to serve some of their most-loved dishes
to guests. Attendees travel from station to
station, exploring a variety of soups from
all different restaurants.
This unique event benefits a great cause
in the Denver metro area: hospice care
through Porter Hospice. All proceeds
raised go directly to support this
programs.
TICKETS, INFO OR TO DONATE:
303-715-7627 or
SoupForTheSoulDenver.org
BENEFITTING:

SFTS18_4.667 x8.85JOIN.indd 1

1/30/18 9:57 AM

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

n November, Capuchin Franciscan Friars serving in Denver joined
the increasingly popular food truck
trend, but with some key twists.
Like their food truck counterparts, they are drawing fans offering
something special — in their case, fresh,
healthy wraps loaded with lean meat
and veggies. Unlike other culinary roadies, their food is free.
But the biggest difference about the
friars’ food truck? It’s not really about
the food, but about presence.
“On the face of it our food truck is
seeing to the physical need of people,
but on a deeper level it serves a spiritual
need and even an evangelical purpose,”
said Father Joseph Mary Elder, O.F.M.
Cap., head of the new ministry.
“Our charism is to be little brothers
to people — friars minor,” he explained.
“We want to use the food truck as an
opportunity to enter into relationships
with the poor.”
Painted Franciscan brown with
colorful artwork depicting local
friars engaged in ministry, as well as
Saints Francis of Assisi and Padre
Pio, and Blessed Solanus Casey, the
truck includes white text on the back
acknowledging partnership with the
Routzon Family Foundation, while
messaging on the sides identifies it
as belonging to the Capuchins and
describing their mission as “Messengers of God’s mercy” and “Brothers to
those in need.”
“It’s not only to feed the body, but
to feed the soul — that’s what the food
truck ministry is about,” said Cindy
Routzon, secretary of the foundation
and wife to its founder Ed Routzon.
The foundation bought the new F59

P700 14-foot Morgan Olson truck and,
with additional aid from Regis University, has funded the food. Volunteers,
including youth ministry groups, have
helped put the lunches together. Some
volunteers also help the friars distribute the food.
Two Sundays a month the truck
heads to downtown sites where the
homeless gather. There, friars and volunteers hand out sack lunches and beverages. They also give out seasonal items
those living on the street may need, such
as hats, gloves and socks. Resources the
poor can avail themselves of, such as
medical and mental health services, are
listed on the lunch bags.
“At first the people were hesitant
because they saw a food truck and
thought they had to pay,” said Capuchin Brother Jude Quinto, recalling
the truck’s first run Nov. 25. “But when
they saw friars in brown habits running
around, then they knew what we were
up to and a crowd started forming.”
That day the friars handed out 300
turkey wraps to some 200 people. They
now distribute up to 350 wraps. One
Sunday, they gave away wraps and
tamales, which was also a hit.
Like the homeless, the imprisoned
and the elderly they minister to, the
Capuchins themselves are largely
invisible to the wider community even
though they’ve been ministering in the
archdiocese for 41 years.
“This ministry creates an opportunity to share our brotherhood with other
people,” Father Joseph said. “It’s also a
good way to let people know we’re here.”
“The preaching we do is the love we
show,” Brother Jude concluded. “That’s
the image of God we give: God who’s
present.”
Portions of this report originally
appeared in the Capuchin Franciscans’
Winter 2018 publication The Porter.
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JOIN THE

ADOPT-A-STUDENT
PROGRAM

This program is designed specifically for donors who desire
to have a direct, significant impact on an individual student.
The relationships formed not only make the Adopt-A-Student
program unique, but help explain why most of our Adopt-AStudent donors recommit to sponsoring a student every year.

WHY ADOPT-ASTUDENT THROUGH
SEEDS OF HOPE?
• 100% of your donation goes
to your student’s tuition.
• Your donation will cover
a significant portion of a
student’s tuition (average
cost $5,300 per child).
• Recipients are hand-picked
by their principals based
on need and parental
involvement.

$3,000

ADOPT-A-STUDENT
SUPPORT

Commitment deadline for the 2019-20
school year is March 31, 2019.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
visit seedsofhopedenver.org
or call 303.715.3127
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In-Depth

Open House

Come see what STM Catholic School is all about!
♦
♦
♦
♦

Take a Campus Tour & meet teachers and staff members
Visit our technology-equipped labs & classrooms
Receive curriculum and admissions information
Financial assistance available

Wednesday, January 23: 6:30PM (Prospective Family Meeting)
Wednesday, January 30: 9:00AM–2:00PM (Open House)
ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

We provide a quality Catholic education
program for children from preschool
to 8th grade.

One Faith One School One Family

Call 303.770.0441 to set up an individualized tour.
7071 East Otero Ave. |Centennial, CO 80112 | www.stmcatholic.org

CO M M IT T E D TO
T E AC H I N G O U R S T U D E N TS TO

Serve Others
Discern Truth
Seek Justice
Live with Purpose
COLORADO’S CATHOLIC, JESUIT UNIVERSITY SINCE 1877

130 programs | Online | 4 Campuses
Regis.edu

Q&A: Where faith and
politics intersect,
Kimberly Hahn
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

F

aith and politics often lead
the list of topics people would
rather avoid at social or family
gatherings. And yet, it is precisely in
the crossroads of these two realities
that the Church asks Catholics to give
active and faithful witness to Christ.
For citizens, one of the opportunities
to do so presents itself in the electoral
process. But, what does this look like
for a Catholic running for office?
Kimberly Hahn, renowned
Catholic convert, author,
wife, mother and now
politician, shared
with the Denver
Catholic her
approach and
experience of
meddling in politics as a Catholic — ahead of
her presentation
at the John Paul II
Lecture Series on the
intersection between faith
and politics Feb. 13.
After retiring from 26 years of homeschooling her children, she was wondering what she would do next. Her
husband, Scott, suggested, “Maybe it’s
time for politics?” She launched her
campaign and has served as Councilwoman-at-Large of Steubenville, Ohio,
for nearly four years.
DENVER CATHOLIC: How do
you approach politics as a Catholic
in the political world?
KIMBERLY HAHN: Some people
approach politics as saying, “Everything
is political.” I would approach politics
saying, “Everything is spiritual.” That
because I belong to Christ, every element of my life needs to be brought into
relationship with him, and because I
love him and I want to serve him, I was
open to serving the public, as a public
servant in politics.
I don’t believe that politicians are
saviors, and that’s a problem, when
either people who are in politics or

the public, believe that. Lots of fair
criticism comes at politicians, but one
unfair criticism is, “You haven’t solved
all the problems.”
DC: What principles guide your
approach to political solutions?
KH: First and foremost is the dignity
of the human person. I brought this
into campaigning
by knocking on
almost 8,000
doors and
we only have
about 8,500
in Steubenville. People
said, “Don’t
waste
your
time, most of them
aren’t registered; and
the ones that are would
never vote for you.”
And I said, “Whether
or not they vote for me, I
would still represent them,
so of course I still care about
their circumstances and their
concerns.” Bringing the question of
whether this is going to further how
I communicate the dignity of each
person as I approach legislation is
important.
The second of the principles is
subsidiarity. What families can and
should do, they ought to do. The city
should only do those things that the
family cannot do; the state should only
do those things that the city is incapable
of doing; and the federal government
should only do those things that the
state, local government and family are
incapable of doing. I think that if we
really understood that principle of subsidiarity, we would strengthen families,
municipalities, counties, the state and
the federal government.
Then, the principle of solidarity — that we’re in this together. It’s
not enough for me to simply focus on
my marriage and my family. Maybe as
a young mother the only thing that I
could do politically was to pray, and that
is very important. That may be all some

Q&A
with

KIMBERLY
HAHN
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people can do in their state of life. But
as that state of life changes, there can
be new ways in which you are involved
in bringing the Lordship of Jesus Christ
to bear in your society.
The fourth principle is the common
good: What is good for the whole should
be good for the parts. So, am I going
to be a good steward of the people’s
money? Do I take clearly the accountability that I need to give to the people
of this city that when I take your money
through the legal means of taxation, I’m
accountable to you for how we are using
that to solve the problems we can solve,
that individual families cannot solve?
DC: What difference does faith
make when you are involved in
politics?
KH: I believe that God wants to give
us assistance in solving very practical
problems. So, if the gifts of the Holy
Spirt include things like wisdom and
understanding, counsel and fortitude,
I can ask the Holy Spirit to give me
those gifts applied to water and sewer.
I think that politics is one of those
intersections between faith and life,
and we want to understand that God is
concerned about all the details. We can
honor him in the smallest ways.
DC: Some Catholics prefer to treat
religion and politics as separate
spheres that should never intersect.
What would you say in that regard?
KH: I would challenge whether they
take the Lordship of Jesus Christ very
seriously, because to be a Catholic is
not simply to be baptized, it is to develop
as a disciple, and that means that we
bring everything under the Lordship
of Jesus Christ: our heart, our mind,
our soul, our strength, our resources...
So, how I vote, how I’m involved in politics, what my views on issues are, needs
to reflect the Lordship of Christ.
There are issues on which there is
still a lot of conversation and there
isn’t “the Catholic way” of approaching them, but the Church has been clear
that life is to be protected from conception to natural death, and to support
politicians who fundamentally reject
life in the womb is not a tenable position for a Catholic.
DC: We have seen Catholics in office
be pressured to leave their religious
beliefs behind. What room is there
for religion in U.S. politics?
KH: I think there is a lack of understanding historically of why we have
the Bill of Rights. It was not to say
religion has no place in the marketplace of ideas, it was to say that the U.S.

CURRENTLY ENROLLING!
To be a Catholic is
not simply to be baptized,
it is to develop as a disciple,
and that means that we bring
everything under the lordship
of Jesus Christ: our heart, our
mind, our soul, our strength, our
resources... So, how I vote, how
I’m involved in politics, what
my views on issues are, needs
to reflect the lordship of Christ.”

FIND OUT MORE AT:

LOURDESCLASSICAL.ORG
AUTHENTICALLY

CATHOLIC
UNIQUELY

CLASSICAL

KIMBERLY HAHN

government was not going to sanction
one religion and force it on the people.
The phrase “Separation of Church and
State” is not even found in the Constitution. So, I think it’s a complete misapplication and a twisting of religious
freedom.
I think we’ve misunderstood what
the founders intended, and we need to
really rethink this, especially in recognition that atheism itself is its own
religion; and so really, aren’t they actually imposing their religion on us? But
regardless of whether or not we pursue
this legally, individually, we will stand
before our Lord and account for how
we voted, who we supported, how we
spent our funds.
DC: Is there anything else you would
like to add?
KH: I would put it out there and say,
“Is God putting it in your heart to run
for office, to serve God and to serve the
public?” Because I think it is public service, and it is sacrificial. People will not
always understand you and will criticize
freely, so you have to know clearly who
you are and why you think the way you
do, what are the principles guarding
you; and you need to pray for the grace
to not be prideful, so that if you make
wrong decisions, you humble yourself
and ask for forgiveness. If you bring all
of that to bear, it’s a great witness, it
really is.
We need more good people to step
forward, people with a compass, people
understanding the principles of leadership and service. If that’s what’s on
their heart, I would say, “Throw your
hat in the ring.”

i

THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN
FAITH AND POLITICS
Refectory at St. John Vianney
Seminary
February 13
7 p.m.
RSVP: archden.org/lecture

TIMELESS TRUTH
IS CREATING
MODERN BUZZ.
FIND OUT WHY.
FULLY

AFFORDABLE
IN SERVICE OF

THE FAMILY

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SOUTH CAMPUS

NORTH CAMPUS

3301 S. Sherman St.
Englewood

2256 S. Logan St.
Denver

303-762-8307

303-722-7525
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St. James Catholic School
invites you to schedule
a tour any day Monday
through Thursday from
9:00am-2:00pm.
Come check out our
classrooms and see our
teachers and students
in action.

ST. JAMES
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1250 Newport Street
Denver, CO 80220

We offer excellence in
faith formation aligned
with the Magisterium of
the Catholic Church.

303-333-8275
stjamesdenver.org/school

Littleton’s Premier Catholic School
www.littletoncatholicschool.com
303.798.2375
Now accepting registrations for 2019–2020!

Why St. Mary?

Come and See!

• Strong Catholic identity

Call to schedule your tour:

• Students consistently perform
above grade level

303.798.2375
www.littletoncatholicschool.org

• Virtue-based education

Scholarships available!

• Spanish instruction K–8
• International exchange program
• Flexible kindergarten and
pre-school programs
• Dedicated, fully-licensed
teaching staff

Around the Archdiocese

Mental health services
St. Raphael Counseling enriches holistic
formation offered at Catholic schools
BY ROXANNE KING

H

ow Dick or Jane learn, behave
or handle their emotions can
point to mental disorders,
with attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), anxiety, and behavior disorders being the most common
diagnosed, according to a Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention report.
The 2013 study found that one in six
U.S. children aged 2 to 8 years (17.4 percent) had a diagnosed mental, behavioral, or developmental disorder. It also
shows that diagnoses of depression
and anxiety are more common with
increased age, and behavior problems
are more common among children aged
6 to 11 years.
Most sobering? In the same report,
suicide was the second leading cause of
death among adolescents aged 12 to 17.
The encouraging news is that early

diagnosis of mental health disorders
and appropriate services can make a
difference. In Catholic schools of the
Denver Archdiocese, a team of six
counselors from Catholic Charities’ St.
Raphael Counseling work with students
and staff in nine elementary/middle
schools located in Broomfield, Welby,
central and inner-city Denver, Boulder,
Aurora and Lakewood.
“Each week our team is providing
over 120 direct service hours to kids
in Catholic schools,” said Jim Langley,
a licensed clinical psychologist who is
co-founder and executive director of
St. Raphael Counseling. “They serve
hundreds of kids a year.”
In addition to providing counseling,
the mental health professionals help
identify learning disorders. Once a psychologist makes a diagnosis, in partnership with school staff and parents,
the counselors tailor an action plan to

Open
House
Catholic schooling
for grades
pre-K through 8

TOURS:
Sun, Jan 27
10:30am-1:00pm
Mon, Jan 28
4:00pm-7:00pm
or schedule a
tour anytime!

COME & SEE!
900 W. Midway Blvd. | Broomfield | 303-466-4177 | school.nool.us
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complement academic, faith formation

PHOTO BY BRANDON YOUNG | HARDSTEP DESIGN

effectively meet the child’s educational
needs.
“Another thing we’re involved with
is when a threat assessment is deemed
necessary,” Langley said. “We help perform the psychological assessment and
advise the school on how to respond if
a kid is bullying somebody and maybe
makes a threat. We assess the severity

of the threat and figure out the best way
to respond.”
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Elias Moo has worked with the archdiocesan team both in his current
position and in his previous roles as a
principal and teacher.
“One of the most important aims of
the Catholic schools is to tend to the

formation of the whole child: their intellectual faculties, soul, body and emotions — the heart,” Moo said. “Having
mental health support through St.
Raphael where a counselor approaches
through an authentic Catholic anthropology and understanding of the human
person is great.”
The majority of youths today, eight
out of ten, Langley said, will experience
some type of mental health issue, such
as bullying, academic struggles, anxiety,
low self-esteem or family issues.
“Most kids have experienced some
of that in their childhood,” he said.
“We often assume kids are resilient
and these things don’t affect them that
much. That’s not true, they are greatly
affected.”
Noting that Colorado’s teen suicide
rate continues to increase — it is nearly
twice the national average, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention — Langley said there is a
clear need to be able to provide mental
health services for youths.
“Our counselors are really focused

on helping kids recognize their Godgiven dignity,” Langley said. “The
worldly way of looking at life … teaches
that your worth is something that has
to be earned and that the way you can
tell you’re valued is by the feedback you
get from your peers.
“Our counselors help them understand their sense of worth and their dignity in the Lord and help them to make
choices based on that dignity. It’s an
awesome message to give kids at such
a young age.”
Moo affirmed that foundational
Catholic belief.
“We’re not immune to anything, but
we are an educational community of
faith, and every child is being reminded
constantly that they are loved by God
and that they are sons and daughters of
God,” he said. “When it comes to topics
like depression, how to prevent suicide
and terrible acts of violence, youths can
lose hope and forget they have someone
who loves them. The Catholic schools
have a message of hope and love to transmit rooted in our faith and in our Lord.”
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BLESSED SACRAMENT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1973 Elm Street, Denver, CO 80220

January 27 · 12pm - 1pm
OPEN HOUSE
Preschool-5th grade
Preschool and Middle School tours are by appointment only, M-F

303.377.8835

SA

Shrine of St. Anne

Information Meeting & Tour

Serving the Arvada area since 1961

Tuesday, January 29, 2019
9:00 am

K-8 CATHOLIC SCHOOL for Prospective Parents

Contact us at
7320 Grant Place ~
in Olde Town Arvada
(303) 422-1800
www.stannescatholic.com

Shrine of St. Anne School offers MORE THAN YOU REALIZE

Academic Rigor

Strong Community

Differentiated Instruction
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‘All means all’
Special education programs help students
of all needs thrive in Catholic schools
BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

C

atholic schools in the Archdiocese of Denver are walking
the walk when it comes to the
Church’s outspoken compassion for
people with special needs and learning
differences.
“The Catholic Church loses out if we
only nurture part of our family,” said
Mary Ernst, Special Needs Teacher at
All Souls Catholic School in Denver.
“Students who learn in various ways
enrich the faith lives of all.”
Although they don’t have the same
resources available as public schools,
Ernst and her fellow Catholic school

professionals around the archdiocese
are finding creative ways to include students with a variety of learning needs.
Abriana Chilelli, Instructional Effectiveness Specialist for the Archdiocese
of Denver, explained the importance of
their efforts.
“Our work in Catholic schools is to
develop the intellect to know God, to
form the emotions towards what is good,
to teach children the truth about their
bodies given to them by God, and to help
form their souls to love God,” she said.
“With such a worthy mission, we
cannot exclude children if we can reasonably serve them in our schools.”
Schools like Bishop Machebeuf
High School make a Catholic education
possible for students with diagnosed

Catholic schools offer a variety of
programs to serve those students
with special needs and other learning differences, all rooted in faith.

learning differences such as autism and
ADD by offering a learning strategies
program (LSP) for students who need it.
The program is set up around the
executive functions, such as time management and task initiation, and exists
as an elective credit course that is part
of the students’ regular school day,
explained Karen Zimmerman, Learning
Specialist Teacher at the high school.
Students work to accomplish individualized goals, and Zimmerman creates an accommodation plan for their
other classes to help them succeed —
something she sees as intricate to the
Church’s mission.
“To me, that is Catholic education
— that we serve all God’s children,” she
said. “All means all.”

PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

Zimmerman is grateful to be able to
work with students of all needs.
“God didn’t make a mistake,” she
said. “They’re made in his image. He
knows them by name and he has a plan
for them. I’m just lucky enough to help
them along the way.”
All Souls also works with students
with a variety of needs, including
ADHD, sensory processing issues and
high functioning autism.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic School

9056 East Parker Road
Parker, CO 80138

Preschool † Elementary School † Middle School

Open House

Forming authentic
disciples of Christ in
a small and nurturing
Catholic environment.

January 27, 10:00am – 1:00pm
Breakfast / School Tours / Registration
2341 E 78th Ave.Denver

303-288-2159

assumptiondenver.org

Open House & Campus Tours
Sunday, January 27th
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

and
Tuesday, January 29th
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Discover all that Christ the King
Roman Catholic School has to offer

† Financial Aid Available
† Faith-Based Environment
† High Quality Tenured Staff
† Challenging Academics

† Bus Transportation
† Before and After Care
† Sports/Clubs
† Student Services

school.avemariacatholicparish.org

720-842-5400

Please join us for our Open House
January 27th from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or call the school to schedule an appointment
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By offering small group reinforce- giving the students a positive and upliftment outside the classroom and giving ing environment to learn in.
students a quiet place with extended
“These kids learn so much about
time to take tests, All Souls provides themselves from who they’re around
effective accommodations for these and who they interact with,” said Hockel.
students. Ernst also works with each
“If we can put them in an environindividual and their teachers so they ment where they are with their peers,
can succeed in their regular classes.
where they are learning about Christ
“This helps to keep labeling to a min- every day, where they get to go to Mass
imum and adds to the social climate in on a weekly basis, I think it gives them
our school of collaboration and accep- the same opportunity that it’s giving the
tance of all,” said Ernst.
rest of their peers.”
For schools like Our Lady of Lourdes,
Marianne Arling, Learning Specialthe special education services it offers ist at Nativity: Faith & Reason, agreed.
are new, but Special Education Coor“All students should be able to
dinator Kristen Hockel has high hopes receive a Catholic education if their
for its growth.
parents want that for them,” she said.
Hockel currently works part time “A real advantage of a Catholic school
with a handful of students who have is that we bring prayer into the lives of
a variety of learning differences. Like our students.”
Ernst, a major part of her work is providArling explained that attending a
ing teachers with support and resources Catholic school shapes a student in
to ensure their students’ success.
ways that no other institution can.
“This year it’s very much an inclusive
“A Catholic education can provide
model, so all of our kids with special foundational faith instruction as well
education needs are within the general as excellent academic instruction,” she
education classroom pretty much all said. “It is wonderful that many Cathday,” said Hockel. “What we’re trying to olic schools now offer services for studo is really make sure that our kids are dents who need extra help.”
included,MGPB_DCAd_PRINTER_011819.pdf
that they’re with their peers.”
1
1/18/19
10:58 AM
Those efforts are a crucial part of

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth

This could be your
nightly view.

The renovation of our Catholic senior community is well
underway! Beautifully remodeled independent living
apartments and assisted living units are now available.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth, situated in Denver’s
Highland neighborhood, offers exceptional senior living
with a strong community spirit, lively social gatherings
and mission-based spirituality.

Open h

ouse
Saturda !
Februar y
11 AM - y 2
2 PM

C

M

Y
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CY

CMY

March 5, 2019

Please join us for a special preview of our new
model apartment. Call 720.909.3814
for available tour times and reservations.

6:30–9:30 a.m.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

The Spirituality of Lent
Dr. Tim Gray
President and Professor of Theology
Augustine Institute

K

LOCATION

Inverness Hotel and Conference Center
200 Inverness Drive West
Englewood, CO 80112
FOR MORE INFORMATION

AugustineInstitute.org/MardiGras

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 720.909.3814

homeishere.org
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Once students, now
staff members
Alums feel ‘at home’ working in former schools
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

W

hen Katie Weaver started
teaching third grade at Our
Lady of Fatima Catholic
School, one of the strangest adjustments she had to make was her interactions with fellow staff members.
“The craziest part was being able to
look at them and to have to use their first
name,” she said. “They’re like, ‘You don’t
have to say “Mrs.” anymore. You can just
call me by my first name.’ It took me the
first month to be like, ‘Are you sure?’”
Weaver’s hesitation stems from her
history with the school — she attended
it as a student from kindergarten
through eighth grade and finds herself
working alongside a few teachers who
were there when she was a kid.
“Some of them are still here now
as I’m teaching, and they were fantastic growing up,” she said. “They supported us through everything with our
faith, with whatever was going on at
home. They were a great lifeline here
at school.”
Now, Weaver is the provider of that
support — and she does so in the very
classroom she was taught in as a child.
“On the first day of school, I put up
a photo of me in this classroom,” she
said. “It looks just like me but I’m in
a uniform. [The students] thought it
was funny.”
Weaver isn’t the only faculty
member working at her former school.
The archdiocese has several alums who
were drawn back to their alma mater for
one reason or another, including Kate
Kelly, Assistant Principal at St. Rose of
Lima Catholic Academy.
Kelly’s ties to the school go back
decades, as she and her mom both
attended St. Rose, and now she has two
children of her own in the school.
“We’ve pretty much grown up here,”
she said.
Kelly recalls times during the 1990s

when the school was almost closed
down but the community’s perseverance kept it going.
“The principal at the time fought
to keep it open and did everything she
could,” said Kelly. “I think having that
example of community and that we
don’t give up has helped to shape who
I am as an educator today.”

“

Being in a
community that
cares about you and
knowing that there’s a God
that loves you and is here
for you and wants what’s
best for you is something
that you can’t speak about
in public schools. It’s part
of the reason I’ve chosen to
stay in Catholic education,
because you can’t get
that anywhere else.”
KATE KELLY

Kelly hadn’t originally planned on
teaching at St. Rose, or even a Catholic school for that matter. She decided
to spread her wings after college and
move to Las Vegas, where she taught
at a public school for one year.

But she felt the school lacked something very important.
“I think having the experience of
being in public school reminded me not
only why I’m Catholic, but why I want
to instill that in all of my own children
and my students,” she said.
“Being in a community that cares
about you and knowing that there’s a
God that loves you and is here for you
and wants what’s best for you is something that you can’t speak about in public
schools. It’s part of the reason I’ve chosen
to stay in Catholic education, because
you can’t get that anywhere else.”
The time was right for Kelly to move
back to Colorado, and with a few openings at St. Rose, she decided to go for it.
This August, she will enter her 13th year
working at the school.
With new additions and modern curriculum, St. Rose feels much different
to Kelly — minus the uniforms and the
“community feeling” surrounding the
school. But she still finds herself having
flashbacks to her time as a student.
“I find myself saying ‘Back in the day’
a lot,” she said with a laugh.
For Thomas McCarty, Assistant
Athletic Director at Bishop Machebeuf High School, being back on his old
stomping grounds feels natural.
“I really enjoyed my four years here,”
he said. “It was great, the relationships
I built that are life-lasting.
“There’s a lot of good memories that
come back.”
McCarty is set to graduate from college this summer but was able to work at
Bishop Machebeuf part time beginning
last March and full time as of October.
He’s grateful for the opportunity to help
kids live out their passion for sports.
“I had the time of my life playing high
school sports,” he said. “So if I could
fulfill that passion again and be a part
of it, that’s how I got into [this role].”
Having only graduated from the
school a few years ago, role working

From top to bottom: Joe Harvey,
Katie Weaver, Thomas McCarty.
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with kids close to his age feels even
more special.
“I think the kids like it because they
have somebody young and fun to be
around,” he said. “It’s fun to hang out
with them and help them fulfill their
dreams.”
Joe Harvey, P.E. Teacher at Blessed
Sacrament Catholic School, has deep
ties to his place of work — his grandparents attended church at the parish, the
gym is named after his late father, Jim,
and Harvey’s mom and sister teach at
the school, too.
At one point, five Harveys taught at
Blessed Sacrament at the same time.
“For a lot of people, I think they
see their grade school and want to get
away from it,” said Harvey. “I just had
such good experiences here and love
the community so much that it was a
no-brainer to come back here and be a
part of the community again.”
Harvey is flooded with fond memories when he recalls his time as a grade
school student.
“Being in a Catholic setting and small
class sizes, you make really good friends
and you get a really good moral base,” he
said. “It’s just a tight-knit community.”
Like Kelly, Harvey initially had other
plans for his life — he wanted to attend
law school after completing college in
Boston — but eventually felt pulled in
another direction.
“I was trying to figure out what I was
going to do,” he said. “I got into subbing
at Blessed Sacrament and then fell in
love with teaching.”
Working with kids seemed like the
perfect fit.
“Their enthusiasm just rubs off on
you,” he said. “It turned into something
that I really wanted to do.”
Now, walking around the place
where he grew up feels like home.
“I’ll pop into a fifth-grade room or
a fourth-grade room, and I remember doing a biography project here or
there,” he said. “It’s funny to go back in
these classrooms and remember projects you did with certain teachers. It’s
surreal and pretty cool to bring it full
circle.”
And Harvey can’t help but laugh
when his students realize he was once
in their shoes.
“I think they’re kind of shocked by
it,” he said. “I think they think I’m a lot
older than I actually am.”
But just like his fellow alums working at their alma mater, Harvey is grateful to carry on a legacy at the school he
has always loved.
“I wake up every day excited to go to
work and be a part of this community,”
he said.

THANKS TO OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL FACULTY AND STAFF FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE
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• Renee Cella
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Mullen High School
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Kristine Gauss
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Diana Haney
Kristen Hayton
Sara Hildreth
Alivian Jorgensen
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Sacred Heart of Jesus
• Lenny Rubner
St. Catherine of Siena
• Aubrey Thorburn
St. Francis de Sales
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• Thomas Ball
St. James
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St. John the Baptist
• Kendra McGarey
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• Sandee McNally
St. John the Evangelist
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Quincy Flowers
Hannah Knoth
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• Karleen Watson
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Andrew Blair
Yun Chen
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Kelly Mansfield
Geoff McVie
Laura Waldron
St. Mary’s Academy

• Patricia Frank
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• Jose Martinez
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Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

Voices

Encountering
something more
at SEEK2019
BY CHELSEA MAGYAR

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,121,870.44

O

n the bus ride home from SEEK,
I started to tell my friend a
story, and he said, “All your stories are about anxiety.” Unfortunately
he was right, because lately, a lot of my
stories have been about my battle with
anxiety. In a way, this one is too, but
there is something more. That is what
SEEK was about: encountering something more.
The first night of the conference,
I came back to my hotel room and
cracked open my Bible. I read about
when the Holy Spirit brought Jesus
into the desert for a rather unsavory
encounter with the devil. I could not
stop thinking, “God, why would you
bring Jesus into the desert with Satan?
God, why have you brought me into the
desert with Satan?” I knew God was
good and that he was always present
and even that he could use suffering for
beauty; however, my cross of anxiety
was beginning to feel more like a visit
from Satan in the desert than something God could use to bless me.
It started over Labor Day weekend
when I had a panic attack at Mass. Ever
since then, my anxiety has been difficult
to manage, and I often become anxious
and afraid when I am at Mass. It makes
me feel ashamed, embarrassed, and
exhausted. That first night at SEEK, I
wondered why God would let me struggle the way I did this last semester. He
answered me.
“Chelsea, do you know how to quiet
your mind?” my hotel mate asked
uneasily. I had been working on that
all semester, so I shared some tips
and did my best to comfort her. I saw
myself in her and realized that my anxiety created a capacity for compassion
that would not have been there otherwise. We prayed together, and I think
we both began to heal. It reminded me
of something a priest told me in spiritual direction: God lets us have crosses
because they bring us closer to him and

because they enable us to love our sisters and brothers in a special way. That
is why God led me to the desert: So that
I could encounter something more in
my neighbor and in him.
In his talk at SEEK, “Seeing Christ
in the Poor,” Dr. Jonathan Reyes spoke
about the meaning of the Spanish word
for encounter, encuentro. He described
this term as an intimate soul speaking
to soul moment, a sharing of humanity,
an “I see you” moment, an “I’m listening
to you” moment. My hotel mate and I
shared an encuentro, and after that I
experienced several more encuentros
during SEEK: talking with the person
in line behind me in the 30-minute line
for the bathroom about art and St. John
Paul II’s “Letter to Artists”; laughing
when a Christ in the City missionary
offered me a prayer card with his foot;
asking a friend I made on the bus to pray
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over me when I felt anxious; hearing
about what other CU students were
experiencing at SEEK; bumping into
friends and co-workers from FOCUS
and giving them hugs.
God let me encounter him in my
neighbor, but he also drew me into
encounters with himself. Every Mass,
every time I visited the chapel, and
during the powerful adoration with
17,000 other people, Jesus seemed to
whisper to my heart, “I see you. I know
you. I love you. It was not you who chose
me, but I who chose you.”
The talks at SEEK were amazing.

him and to embrace my brothers and
sisters in their deserts. SEEK opened
my heart to hearing God’s words, “See,
I am doing something new! Now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it?
In the wilderness I make a way, in the
wasteland, rivers” (Isaiah 43:19).
I am excited to see this something
new and this something more continue
in my life and in the lives of the 17,000
who also encountered something
more at SEEK. In us all, God can do
something new and transform a world
plagued by darkness into a place with
encounter and light.

Harry Stevenson
56 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their
loved ones. Respect for traditions, understanding the
needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.

Matt Whaley
31 Years

With over 87 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson and Matt Whaley
assist families with care and compassion.
Their expertise combined with professional services
in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels is virtually
unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

Warm up this winter
with great

Certificate of Deposit rates
adoration with 17,000 people was amazing. Mass with a legion of priests was
amazing. But maybe what was more
amazing were the little encounters that
gave me hope in the desert.
The talks are done (even though
they are online, and I highly recommend checking them out). There is no
more Adoration with 17,000 people.
There is no more Mass with hundreds
of priests. But every day is an opportunity to encounter one another and our
Lord and share an encuentro.
I wish I could say that SEEK cured
me of my anxiety and that I am now
fearless. The truth is that I still struggle,
and my time in the desert may not be
quite over yet. The difference is that
there is hope, and I see something more
than the suffering. I realize that while
Satan may be in the desert, Jesus is here
too. The desert enables me to embrace

More than 17,000 young people
attended SEEK 2019, many walking away from the powerful talks,
music and sacraments that encompassed the conference with a
renewed passion for their faith.
PHOTO BY GRANT WHITTY

Chelsea Magyar is a senior at the
University of Colorado Boulder studying communications and dance. She is
involved with the St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church ministry as a co-chair
for pro-life events, FOCUS as a Bible
study participant and a seasonal intern
at the Denver Support Center, and multiple dance organizations.

48 months

2.78% APY

*

60 months

3.04% APY

*

Disclosures
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield
Certificate rates are subject to change daily. The minimum certificate purchase is $500.00 for non-IRA,
Traditional, Roth IRA, and Education IRA certificates.
Dividends on regular and IRA certificates are compounded within the certificate each month, unless
otherwise requested. APY is based on compounding dividends within the certificate. The early
withdrawal penalty for certificates of one year or less original maturity is all earned dividends up to a
maximum of three months earnings. For certificates with original maturities longer than one year, the
early withdrawal penalty is all dividends earned up to a maximum of six months earnings.

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today!
Uniting Your Faith
and Finances

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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In-Depth

What makes the SEEK Conference so
powerful for anyone who attends?
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

W

ith banners, flags, music and
chants, the mass of college
students from all over the
country stormed into the convention
venue that kicked off the SEEK2019:
Encounter Something More Conference hosted by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) in
Indianapolis, Jan. 3 – 7. The palpable joy
present among the nearly 17,000 participants caught the attention of more than
just a few first partakers of the event.
Indeed, it left many wondering why
so many college students wanted to
spend the remainder of their winter
break at a Catholic conference, and
what had happened there that made
such a big buzz all over.
Based on testimonies of participants,
here are some of the greatest elements
that impacted them about the conference.

PHOTO BY JOSHUA PAUL PHOTOGRAPHY

EXPERIENCE OF THE CHURCH
A contributing aspect common to
many testimonies of the conference
is a renewed experience of the living
Church.
“The very fact that there were

students as well as seminaries, as well as
priests, as well as life-long missionaries,
and all of us together in these talks and
praying together, and spending time
together was a really cool vision of the
Church alive in a very powerful way,”

said Father Jim Crisman, who, as pastor
at St. Peter’s Parish in Greeley, works
with FOCUS missionaries at the University of Northern Colorado through
the Bear Catholic program.
“When on the first day I saw all
the priests process in for Mass and
that many young people who chose to
spend part of their Christmas break to
grow in relationship with Christ, I was
taken back,” Luke Metzer, a student
from the Colorado School of Mines,
also recounted.
For Janet Driscoll and her husband,
long-time parishioners of St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish in Boulder, this aspect
took on a different form. Despite it
being their first time attending SEEK,
they have been sponsoring FOCUS missionaries for about 20 years, and were
delighted to witness the exponential
growth of the organization, and the joy
on so many young faces.
Their daughter Lisa Driscoll, FOCUS
missionary and team director at MIT,
also shared about the importance of the
experience of community.
“We are made for relationship,
and you see that in a very wide scale
at SEEK. [So] when a person from any
state of life is able to see just a portion

DENVER CATHOLIC BIBLICAL &
CATECHETICAL SCHOOLS HONORS
DR. PETER S. WILLIAMSON AS THE

SERVANT OF THE
WORD WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

SAINT JOHN VIANNEY SEMINARY
1300 S. Steele Street, Denver, CO 80210
www.sotwworkshop.org
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of the universal Church, that solidarity
and that unity… provides great hope and
encouragement,” she said.
SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
The variety of topics offered to the
participants of the SEEK conference —
ranging from relationships to atheism
— and the diversity of talented speakers
— including Father Mike Schmitz, Scott
Hahn and Sister Bethany Madonna —
were also contributing factors to the
outcome of the event.
“Every talk I went to, I was just blown
away. The gifts that those people they
chose as speakers and keynotes have are
truly amazing. I can’t commend FOCUS
enough for putting on a conference like
that. I think it’s hard to go to SEEK and
not be changed about the way you think
about your life and how you arrange
your priorities,” Metzer shared. “The
speakers were just phenomenal, and I
can’t thank them enough. They’ll never
know how much they’ve done for me
and other people like me.”
Janet believes that the topics chosen
were essential because they touched on
fundamental topics of the human person.
“Many of the speakers talked about
the big questions, because that’s what

FOCUS is about — trying to help all of
us, not just students, ask: Who is God?
What does he mean in my life? What is
my purpose? What is God’s purpose for
me?” she said.
JESUS IN THE SACRAMENTS
Finally, many students were able to
encounter Jesus during SEEK through
confession, Eucharistic adoration and
the Mass. In fact, more than 400 priests
concelebrated Mass and heard more
than 6,500 confessions.
Janet recalled partaking of the night
of Eucharistic adoration with some
17,000 students.
“It surprised me to see that people
[were] so touched. There was something different about the Eucharistic
procession they had… There was something very inspiring going on, we could
see it,” she recalled.
Lisa highlighted her father’s experience, who, after coming out of confession,
saw Jesus in the monstrance in front of
him and was “overcome by emotion.”
“It was a beautiful moment of
embrace for all of us to share in the
goodness of God and his mercy, in our
family and in our own intentions in our
family,” she said.

Watch the full talks at
seek2019.com

More than 17,000 people participated in Eucharistic adoration
during SEEK2019. PHOTO PROVIDED BY FOCUS

The MIT missionary also shared the
story of a student from her group who
was able to experience God through the
beautiful music of polyphony during
Mass, and after the conference disclosed
that she wanted to become Catholic.

CALL TO MISSION
Amid the numerous hearts that were
touched at the conference, the common
theme of becoming missionary disciples resounded through SEEK2019.
Archbishop of Denver Samuel J.
Aquila, who took a break from the U.S.
bishops’ retreat to celebrate the Sunday,
Jan. 6 Mass at the conference, encouraged the participants to be witnesses of
Christ after encountering him.
“Once we have encountered Jesus…
who is the light, we are to become the
light of the world… And my sons and
daughters, you are the light of the world
today in history,” he said. “You are sent
on mission, in whatever walk of life you
are in, to bring Christ to others. All of us
are given that commission. We cannot
let that light be hidden but rather we
must let that light shine.”
Beyond the many reasons that contribute to the powerful impact of the
SEEK conference, one thing is for certain: The model of missionary discipleship works; and, as Father Crisman
put it, “It’s the model that Jesus set up
— we’re simply following it.”

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei
EVENTS

Silent Weekends

Prayer Days

February 1-3
Men & Women
Young Adults Retreat

February 5
Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.
The Name of God is Mercy

Back: Leslie Olsen, Dan Monchunski, Monalisa Shafer, Mike Wherley,
Ron Chamberlain, Ben Kubier, Michael Wellensiek, John Horan, Dan Davis,
Michael Gold, Vanessa Rodriguez, Harry Queen, Lupe Alvarado.

Addressing the Lives &
Spirituality of Young Adults in
Today’s Busy World

Pope Francis loves to call God
‘Mercy’, and this name is the
name of our Prayer Day

Additional Catholic staff member: Anthony Spano, Marisa Casillas,
Sammantha Ramirez, and Valeria Licón.

February 8-10
Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.
Thiên Chúa Bao Dung Từ Ái

February 19
Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
A Day Away

facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org

Seated: Debra Rupp, Janice (Perry) Queen, Kereen O’Connor, Valerie Horan,
Chace Griffin, John L. Horan, Andrea Horan, Karen Miller, Maggie Roberts, Larry Hagan.

We share your faith
Convenience & Excellence. When it matters most.
Catholic owned. Pre-planning services.
Seven metro area locations.

Call 303.743.8804 OR 303.745.4418

HoranCares.com/Catholic
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Around the Archdiocese

JOIN US AT
THE HEIGHTS
FOR SUMMER
CAMP 2019!

Don’t miss out on summer
camp at Annunciation Heights

Registration opens for
Youth and Family Camp
January 23rd, 2019
PHOTO BY TOPHER ADERHOLD

BY TOPHER
ADERHOLD

W

970-586-5689
7400 State Hwy 7
Estes Park, CO 80517-6409
Annunciation Heights is located at the base
of Longs Peak and Mt. Meeker, near Rocky
Mountain National Park, and only two miles
north of Camp St. Malo on Highway 7.

annunciationheights.org

hen it comes to commentary on the joy that is found
in the mountains, Frassati
said it best. Up in the mountains near
Estes Park, located a stone’s throw from
historic Camp St. Malo, a new Catholic
youth and family camp — Annunciation
Heights — is making monumental plans
for Summer Camp 2019, the inaugural Summer Camp experience for The
Heights.
While the calendar reads January,
and snow and freezing temps are the
norm up here at 9,000 feet, summer
is coming, and we couldn’t be more
excited. We’re creating a place where
young people will have the opportunity
to leave the busyness of everyday life
behind (including their cell phones!).
With the guidance of amazing, top-notch
young adults, campers will be challenged
to grow, to learn, to try new things, and to
have loads of fun. Campers, most importantly, will make lasting friendships, and
they’ll be encouraged to grow in their
relationship with Jesus Christ.
While there are countless amazing
activities on property — zip-lining, rock
climbing, canoeing, archery, fishing,
sports, crafts, etc. — we’ll also be taking
our campers off camp. With Rocky
Mountain National Park just a two
minute drive away, campers will be led
by counselors into the wilderness on day
hikes and, for some, up to the summits
of peaks. Hikes will be age-appropriate
— to conquer a mountain, regardless of
the elevation, is an accomplishment that
campers will cherish.
There is indeed a pure joy that can

only be felt in the mountains. Surrounding our property on all sides are
peaks of all sizes, with Longs Peak — the
famous 14’er — standing the tallest right
in our front yard. Added to the stunning
views, the joy of the mountains, and
the awesome activities we’ll be doing
at The Heights, is our shared Catholic
faith — it’s Jesus Christ. He is the true
Source and Summit.
In mid-January, the Annunciation
Heights community welcomed our
new chaplain, Fr. Donatian Kaigoma.
Fr. Donatian’s presence, and the sacraments he’ll be offering for our campers
and staffers every day, will create an
atmosphere in which all of us — campers and staffers alike — will grow in our
love for Jesus Christ and His Church.
Yes, it’s winter, but summer is
coming, and we’re absolutely thrilled
to welcome you to the mountain of
Annunciation Heights.
We invite you to come be a part of our
inaugural Summer Camp experience —
an experience your camper will never
forget. Summer Camp at Annunciation
Heights is being offered for campers
entering 4th-12th grade. With only five
one-week sessions being offered this
first summer, space is limited.
In closing, to once more quote
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frasatti, “Verso
l’alto!”
To the Heights!

i

REGISTER NOW FOR
SUMMER CAMP 2019
by visiting our website:
annunciationheights.org
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SERVING LARIMER COUNTY AND BEYOND

The Mission’s 30th Anniversary
Saturday, March 9, 2019
Windsong Estate | 2901 Saddler Blvd. | Fort Collins, CO 80524

WELCOME TO A NEW BEGINNING
AND NEW NAME

6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner & Program

HONORING

The staff of St. Raphael Counseling joins
Catholic Charities of Denver,
formerly Sacred Heart Counseling
ONE TEAM, ONE MISSION

MORE CLINICAL CARE
GROUNDED IN CHURCH TEACHING
Call (720) 377-1359 to set an appointment

straphaelcounseling.com

Brian Soukup
and
Sister Mary Alice Murphy

EMCEE

Patrick M. Brady

FirstBank Regional President
Northern Colorado and Arizona

FEATURING

The Great Salmon Famine

The Great Salmon Famine is a five-piece
fusion funk band based out of Fort Collins.

Attire: Colorado Casual

ccdenver.org/TheMission

28 days of
GIVING HOPE
TO WOMEN
IN NEED

Join us for another
year of celebrating
28 Days of Love
this February.
With your help,
we can provide
cheer and hope to
the women who
come to our doors.

Women Experience Homelessness because they are:
• Surviving an abusive homelife
• Stuck in a cycle of poverty
• Unable to find affordable housing
• Lacking a supportive community

Please Give Online Today!

Catholic Charities is the leading shelter service provider
for women, sheltering 225 women each night. More
than meeting their immediate shelter, food and
clothing needs, we affirm dignity and provide hope.

Donate today at ccdenver.org/28DaysofLove
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Around the Archdiocese

Denver Nuggets to host Catholic Families Night for fifth year in a row
they can’t afford them.
“We’ll grant money to help the
schools pay those fees,” Stemper said.
“We’re up to about 20 schools that we
currently help in the Denver Metro
area.”
Annunciation Catholic School in
Denver is one example of a school that
Saint Sebastian has assisted with paying
athletic fees. This past year, they also
began to provide assistance to Bishop
Machebeuf High School and Frassati Catholic Academy. Other schools
they’ve helped in the past include
Arrupe Jesuit High School and St. Francis de Sales School.

BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org

F

or the fifth year in a row, the
Denver Nuggets are hosting
Catholic Families Night at the
Pepsi Center on Sunday, Feb. 24, where
they will face-off against the Los Angeles Clippers for a regular season game.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will once
more be the special guest for the evening’s game, and Catholic youth from
around the archdiocese will have the
chance to be directly involved with the
game, including VIP experiences, the
flag presentation, and forming a highfive tunnel for the Nuggets before the
game.
Catholic Families Night was once
more organized this year by Gold
Grown Foundation CEO and former
Denver Nugget Bill Hanzlik, in conjunction with Jeff Stemper of the Denver
chapter of the Saint Sebastian Project, Tom Sauer, Nick Burns and Mark
Strawbridge, Director of the Denver
Catholic Schools Athletic League.

PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

A portion of the proceeds from
Catholic Families Night will benefit
the Denver chapter of the Saint Sebastian Project, a nonprofit organization
that provides grants to schools for their
athletic programs. The Saint Sebastian
Project began in Los Angeles in 2008,
and Stemper started the Denver chapter in 2011.
The grants Saint Sebastian offers

generally go to new sports uniforms
or equipment for the schools. However,
they also do what Stemper called “scholarshipping,” which helps to address the
fees associated with enrolling a child
in an athletic program. Stemper said
that a lot of families have a hard time
affording these fees, and are sometimes
even forced to turn their children away
from athletic programs, simply because
ACROSS

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver
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17
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Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

27

28

32
33
34
36

40

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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45

Favorite
food of
Isaac (Gen
25:28)
French
“thank
you”
Rumple
Mountain
goat
Dimness
Former
overseer of
the VOA
Outlet
Yacht
Celestial
topper
Senior
Priest and
founder of
Boys Town
Holy ___
Society
Cats or
connections
Honorary
title for a
bishop
Outer
edge
“Just ___
thought”
Edged
ahead
Type of
witness
we are not
to bear
Speech
defect
Parable of
the ___ of
great price
One who
applies
color
Pretended

47 Fear
greatly
49 Worthless
piece of
cloth
50 “When we
eat this
bread and
drink this
___…”
52 “He who
shall
remain
___”
54 “No one
can serve
two ___”
(Mt 6:24)
58 Republic
in Africa
59 Impressive
61 Where Vatican City is
65 Coconut
husk
66 “…thy will
be done
on ___”
69 Musical
group
70 Neighborhood
71 Slope
slider
72 1949
Gatsby
portrayer
73 Paradise
Lost?
74 Indian tent
75 Actress
Lancaster

DOWN
1

“___ us
this day
our daily
bread…”

1

2

3

i

Denver Nuggets vs. L.A. Clippers
Sunday, Feb. 24, 3 p.m.
Pepsi Center
1000 Chopper Cir. Denver, CO
Tickets start as low as $18
nuggets.ksetickets.com/1819cfn
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CATHOLIC FAMILIES NIGHT
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2

First
murder
victim
3 Set right
4 Stretch
forth
5 UK sports
cars
6 Building
extension
7 Something
to raise
8 Loses heat
9 Damage
10 Founder
of Islam
11 Long-continued
practice
12 Paul’s
companion
during his
missionary
travels

13 Rhone
tributary
21 “…and
sends ___
on the just
and on the
unjust”
(Mt 5:45)
23 Inexperienced
person
25 Alphabet
string
26 Relaxed
28 The golden
___
29 The Archdioceses of
Tokyo and
Mandalay
are here
30 Hazard
31 Get to
know

35 Joseph
was told in
one to flee
to Egypt
37 David
played one
38 Galilee,
and others
39 Energy
units
41 Cross
worn by
a bishop
43 Tibetan
holy man
46 Membership fees
48 Sandwich
shop
51 Presider
at Mass
53 St. Theresa, the
___ Flower

54 Prophet
who prophesied that
the savior
would
come from
Bethlehem
55 Dean
Martin
song word
56 Speak
extravagantly
57 Garden
tempter
60 Clench
62 Asian
inland sea
63 Tops
64 Jedi master
67 Spot to
drive from
68 Med. Christian empire
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Get Involved
FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

Catholic Families Night with Prayer in the Square
the Denver Nuggets
2 10 a.m, Various prayer
communities around the archdiocese.
Prayer in the Square meets each first
Saturday to pray the Rosary and
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. They pray for
the sanctification of the Church, for an
end to persecution of Christians, and
for the sanctity of human life. Visit
prayerinthesquare.com to find the
prayer community nearest you.
FEBRUARY

Love Your Marriage Retreat

24 3 p.m, Pepsi Center, 1000 Chopper Cir, Denver, tickets start at $18. For the
fifth year in a row, the Denver Nuggets are hosting Catholic Families Night at the
Pepsi Center on Sunday, Feb. 24! They will face-off against the L.A. Clippers.
A portion of every ticket purchased will benefit the St. Sebastian Project Denver,
a non-profit organization that seeks to enhance and support sports programs at
Catholic schools. Order your tickets online at nuggets.ksetickets.com/1819cfn. For
specific questions and for more information, please contact Lyndsay Marchbanks
at 303.405.7635 or email lyndsay.marchbanks@teamkse.com PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available
Marisol Health
in Lafayette is in
need of community
engagement
volunteers and
mentors.

Archdiocesan
Housing volunteer
opportunities available
Help celebrate
birthdays and play
some fun bingo at
an Archdiocesan
Housing location.

JANUARY

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
serve.ccdenver.
org or contact
Ann Robertson
at 303-799-9302
or arobertson@
ccdenver.org.

One-time serving
opportunities
For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities and all available
time slots, visit serve.
ccdenver.org.

To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities, contact
Rebecca at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

30

St. John Institute Ignite
Speaker Series

6:45 p.m., St. John
Institute, 4775 S. Pearl
St., Denver, free. Ignite
is an initiative to engage
the community with
Catholic business leaders
who witness to faith and
business in action. The
speaker and topic will be:
Justice Diana Saldana
“Balancing Excellence:
Federal Judge, Hispanic
Woman, Adoptive
Mother, Devout Catholic.”
Visit saintjohninstitute.
org for more details.
FEBRUARY
9

Deacon Discernment
Retreat

6:45 a.m., St. John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, free. Ever
thought about being a
deacon? The St. Francis

9 9 a.m - 2 p.m., Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish, 11385 Grant Drive,
Northglenn, $40. “Keeping Your
Marriage Strong While Parenting Your
Children through the Stages of Life.”
Take time out for your marriage
with a 1/2 day Love Your Marriage
retreat at Immaculate Heart of
Mary in Northglenn. The retreat is
$40, including lunch, materials, and
childcare. For more information and
to register now, go to archden.org/
loveyourmarriage.

School of Theology
for Deacons will host a
bilingual discernment
retreat for men and their
wives who are interested
in learning more about
the diaconate. There
is no cost for this day.
RSVP is required;
contact Evelyn at 303715-3236 or evelyn.
andazola@archden.org.
10

Men’s Discernment
Retreat

2/10 - 2/11, St. John
Paul II Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, free.
Open to discerning
a vocation to the
priesthood? Join Father
Ryan O’Neill for prayer,
Mass, and brotherhood
at St. John Vianney
Seminary. To RSVP,
visit denverseminarians.
org, or contact
Adrienne at 303-2823429 or adrienne.
merritt@archden.org.

10

St. Anne’s 83rd Annual
Spaghetti Dinner

12 p.m., Shrine of St.
Anne Parish, 7555 Grant
Pl., Arvada, $8 for adults,
$3 for children 9 and
younger. The Shrine
of St. Anne will host
its annual spaghetti
dinner in the parish
center from noon to 6
p.m. All are wlecome!
12

St. Michael the
Archangel Talk

6:30 p.m., Holy Trinity
Parish, 3050 W. 76th
Ave., Westminster, free.
Fr. Piotr Prusakiewicz
from the Congregation
of St. Michael the
Archangel and an expert
on Divine Mercy and
Angels will talk about
St. Michael, bringing
with him relics from St.
Michael’s Cave in Italy.

28

Lanteri Center 3-4 Day
Silent Retreat

2/28 - 3/3 p.m., Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden.
This retreat is a great
introduction to the value
of silence in your prayer
life and life in general.
You will meet daily with
a spiritual director to
discuss your prayer and
general experience.
Come for either three
days or four days. For
more details, contact
the Lanteri Center
Business Office at
303-298-1498 or
lantericenter@
omvusa.org.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JAN. 27
SUNDAY, FEB. 10
6:30 a.m. English,
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, FEB. 3
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

SUNDAY, FEB. 17
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
or call 303.468.9885
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PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

E

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

C

$12,500. Please call 303-422-9361. DI

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC DEAF
MINISTRY - an outreach of St. Ber-

CAnadette
THOParish
LICinSLakewood, serves the

www.wordgamesforcatho

A front
Z range
I with
N signed
A & Iinterpreted
N A
Masses, religious education for deaf
T children
Y O& adults,
S Sacramental
Y R PreparaI A
tion & Celebrations. Contact us through
S ourWwebNpage:AColoradoCatholicDeaf.
S U R A
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
EN comDAor: M
Q
Bat X
L SA Mor VPN(720)
Benedetto
303-233-1523
AM P
AI 235-0580
PA NNor come
LA toQ
Ithe 10:00
A U
signed mass at St. Bernadette Church.

B L
N A
L E
C S
O A

I P J X J Y
T S W AN AA BS RU RR LA OL HE B
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
L R S T ON VQ DC NS TA V B N U L
Reservations due 8 days C N Q G A Z II NNABUSE/NEGLECT
AM H
I NE AD REPORTING
BM LX AS MCHECKLIST
R □K Did
E I get
FA the
AU name
MP and
EO contact
EA LA ofH A O C U
before publication date.
□ SuspicionY of Oabuse/neglect
A SI YD RKis allA
I A Q RthatTis necessary
I AP NN AL the
QI person
to
report.
I
made
the
report
to?
Early deadlines are
XO □UH Did
TI I contact
KP BJ the
MX Archdiocese
AJ LY AB I W O S B
□ Reports are confidential.
A
A
B
R
R
L
N Ato describe
S U your
R A L E Victim
B Assistance Coordinator
possible; please plan F I C□ TYouSwill W
be asked
Q
H
I720-239-2832?
KV RB XN XU NL NR N P S F R
at
concerns about
the
child/adult
and
it
ahead.
I N M Hwill E
D MLif you
XR can
SS provide
MT NO theQV CD □
SN Did
AT I file
the abuse reporting
be helpful
PE OE form
KL with
AH the
N Office
CO ECof Child
EU E
I T I G X K
person’s name,
age,
address,
gender,
R
K
E
F
A
M
A I D Kschool,
A and
P names
N L of parents.
I A U P O A and
A Youth A
Protection?
D □EL Did
L I notify
PI X
HS NB TI A M C M E
□ Is there immediate
supervisors?
X Udanger?
Wmy EO
A A B R• YES-CALL
R L O
IT PK JB XM JA □
Y IsBAany other
911 H
action necessary?
K E E R G T D C N N N S E U
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or
L R S T local
O law
V enforcement
DQ NH TI VK BR NX UX LN RN N P S F R I
T G M U U Y G P V W N S Z V
R K E F A M EP EO LK HA AN OC CE UE EI T I G X K N
OH N
I E R N A I P O I H T E C
X E S
B TI A M C M E O
.com O
ASTERN ATHXOLUICTS K B M wwwAD.wordLgEamesAfLorcathIPolicsW
ALDBACNIANN N N S ETEHIOUPIARN
RUSS
C N Q G A Z Q I H NI A
K RI XN XKA NE BNE LNR A
PG ST AFR
RNIAI N
ME
GREEK
RUTHEN
I A Q R T Y P OO SK Y
R CI ETA EG N M
ELAKPRUN
SVANW N S MZAROVNITAE
SLO
A N
I ATU QU
I GY BXG
C
H
A
L
D
E
A
N
M
E
L
K
I
T
E
S
SYR
F I C T S W D N E AL SP XU ER HOA NI L IE EAR B
MN CA CMOI PTEPIC OO I H T ROEMACNIAM
N
S
U
K
R
AIN
Help bring
BACNCIANN SN A
E
T
H
I
O
P
I
A
N
R
U
S
S
I
A
N
I N M H E D K ME XE SR G
M TN ADLQ
N S E U R
The
ARMENIAN
RUTHCatholicTV
ENIAN
GREEK
A I D K A P T NG LM U
I U
A YU GP P OV AW A
Network
N
S
Z
V
A
BELARUSAN
SLOVAK
MARONITE
toSDenver!
YRIAN
ES
A A B R R L O O I HE R
I NP AJ CIHXALPDJEOANYI B
H T M
EELCKITM
COPTIC
ROMANIANS
UKRAINIAN
L R S T O VALBDANIN
NIOPUIAN L R
It’s easy:
AN T V BETH
RUSSIAN
RUTHENIAN
R K E F A MARM
EENIEAN L H A GOREECK U E
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
BELARUSAN
MARONITE
SLOVAK
X U T K B MCHA
ALDELAN A I WMEOLKITSES B T
 Complete the email
SYRIAN
form for your cable &
UKRAINIAN
Q H I K R XCOP
XTICN N N PROM
SANIFANSR I

EASTERN CATHOFLICI S C

DEADLINES

CALL

303-715-3230
E

with the support of our viewers.

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting place

E

Advertising Specialist
Kim.Grace@archden.org

DONATIONS NEEDED

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God,
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
me and show me herein you are my
plots in scenic Sect 34, Blk 1, Lot 20, Grs 9
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
and 10. Asking $8,000 for both; includes
Queen of Heaven and Earth! I humbly
transfer fee. Available immediately. Call
beseech you from the bottom of my
720-231-0520; please leave message. BL
heart to succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can withstand your
MOUNT OLIVET - Nestled in the footpower. Oh show me herein you are my
hills are two side by side plots in Sect 34,
mother. Oh Mary, conceived without
Blk 54, Lot 56, Grs 3 & 4; 80 feet from the
sin, pray for us who have recourse
street. Highly desirable resting place.
to thee (3X). Holy Mother, I place this
$8000 for both. Please call 954-232-7077
cause in your hands (3X). Holy Spirit,
ACB
you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that I can attain my goal. You
MOUNT OLIVET - St. Anthony Mauwho gave me the divine gift to forgive
soleum, a serene spot by lake. Single
ASTmeEand
RNthat
and forget all evil against
crypt can accomodate a coffin & up to 4
in all instances in my
C lifeNyou are
Q with
G
cremains. Sect. L, Tier E, Crypt 201. Asking
me. I want, in this short prayer, to
$5,000. Call 720-477-8575 or 303-451-1109.
I asA youQconfirm
R
thank you for all things
JFC
once again that I never want to be
F I C T
STERseparated
N Afrom
THyouOinLeternal
ICS glory.
MOUNT OLIVET - CompanionAcrypt
Thank
you
for
your
mercy
toward me
I
in sold-out Madonna Mausoleum;
C extra
N Q G A Z I NN M
A HI
and mine. Say this prayer 3 consecutive
space for three cremains, if desired.
I DY KR
R Publish
T Yit. - FCAO S
Crypt #127, Tier D, Level 2. PriceIis A Q days.

Director of Public Relations
Mark.Haas@archden.org

PRAYERS

in the Saint Francis Mausoleum: Sect. 0,
Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping the price
to only $7,500 (current value is $9,200)!!
Please call 480-290-0237. PM

per line

AARON LAMBERT

Aaron.Lambert@archden.org

CEMETERY PROPERTY
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satellite providers*

 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org
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Events & Announcements |

MORTGAGE NOTES FOR CONTRACTOR
SALE
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
REAL ESTATE INCOME WITHOUT
TENANTS & TOILETS! 50% LTV Deed
of Trust on rental property for sale.
5 yr, 8.5% (interest only), 1st lien position - $40,000; several available. Call
Brad at 303-577-0296.

FOR RENT
CONDO FOR RENT - Newly remodeled
top floor 2bdrm, 2bath condo at Windsor
Gardens (55 yrs+) w/enclosed lanai &
underground parking space. No pets/no
smoking. $1500/mo. Call 303-656-0240.

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc...
all your construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING
MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or
commercial, big or small, we do it all.
Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,
Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners &
water heaters! Free equipment replacement estimates. Family owned & operated
since 1957. Members of St. Joseph Church
for 40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970482-7520. For important info & latest news:

heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CLEANING SERVICES
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

HANDYMAN

PATIOS

ROOFING & GUTTERS

HANDYMAN & REMODELING
SERVICES - Retired contractor with 30+

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC

years professional exp., staying busy by
helping people with home projects! Free
estimates. Please call Jay at 303-453-9374.

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF YOUR
HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - End of year special:
**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of January!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 17 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner at
St. Bernadette. See our reviews at Yelp &
Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
sssssPlease call 303-587-6200sssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING
Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

PLUMBING

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing &
heating repair & replacement. Serving
Denver Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating
BBB. $50 senior discount with ad.
303-766-4300

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!
Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

REMODELING
HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

MDK REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed since 1980 & Insured. For FREE
estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time to
schedule a winterization! Lawn sprinkler
install/repairs, sod install. Lifetime
warranty, fast service. Call 303- 523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TAX PREPARATION
TAXES: PERSONAL & SMALL
BUSINESS - Need help?
I have over 25 years of experience
assisting people like you!!
Call Joe at 303-216-2528

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

TREE SERVICES

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

HELP WANTED
for St. Mark Parish in Westminster.
Responsible for church security (unlock/
lock and patrol building/grounds), and
light custodial for weekend Masses &
evening classes, up to 20 hrs/wk. Must
be able to stand/walk for extended
periods & work independently. Please
contact parish office at 303-466-8720
for more information and/or to apply.

PERSONAL CARE PROVIDER
$12 per hour – Part-time work with
flexible hours and competitive pay.
Reliable, dependable & compassionate
Caregivers needed at Dominican Home
Health Agency!! DHHA Personal Care
Providers (PCPs) deliver a wealth of
personal care to the disabled and frail
elderly, including bathing, personal
hygiene, help dressing, preparing
meals, light housekeeping, etc. This
personal care helps our patients remain
safe and independent in their homes.
We are a faith-based, non-profit agency
that values and appreciates our Caregivers. Be part of a mission-focused,
dedicated team. To learn more about
benefits and job requirements, contact
Dan right away! Call 303-322-1413 Ext 24,
or email dgrey@dominicanhha.org.

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

NEED HELP?
Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

Classifieds

PART-TIME SECURITY GUARD

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
LAWN CARE

Service Directory |

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

CALL
303-715-3230
EMAIL
classifieds
@archden.org
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Perspectives

Squandering moral capital

T

he morality of tyrannicide is
not much discussed in today’s
kinder, gentler Catholic
Church. Yet that difficult subject once
engaged some of Catholicism’s finest
minds,
including
GEORGE Thomas
WEIGEL Aquinas and
The Catholic Difference
Francisco
George Weigel is a
Suárez, and
distinguished senior
it was pasfellow of the Ethics and
sionately
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
debated
during the
Second World War by German officers
— many of them devout Christians
— who were pondering the assassination of Adolf Hitler. (Their efforts
were known and tacitly approved by
Pius XII, but that’s another story.)
What about today? Were I back in
the classroom, I’d ask my students
to construct a morally defensible
argument for killing a tyrant. If the
student followed Aquinas’s reasoning, the case for tyrannicide would
involve a leader who was doing grave
evil, who could not be removed from
power except by being killed, and
whose assassination would not make
matters worse. Were those conditions
met, Aquinas argued in his Commentary on Peter Lombard, a citizen might

even be “praised and rewarded” for
being the “one who liberates his
country by killing a tyrant.”
With the 30th anniversary of
the Revolution of 1989 coming this
fall, we’ll all be reminded that there
are alternatives to killing tyrants
or surrendering to evil: Awakened
consciences can discover nonviolent
tools of resistance to tyranny, tools
preferable to assassination. And consciences are awakened when men and
women hear a summons to moral heroism — to living in the truth, which
is the greatest of liberators. That is
why the current stance of the Holy
See toward Latin American tyrannies
is so disconcerting. For rather than
calling the people of hard-pressed
countries like Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua to effective, nonviolent
resistance against tyrants on the
model of Poland and Czechoslovakia
in the 1980s, the Vatican is constantly
bleating about “dialogue” with murderous thugs who’ve demonstrated
for decades that they’re only interested in maintaining their power,
masking their gross personal ambition and greed with a fog cloud of gibberish about “the revolution.”
Now, however, 20 former Latin
American heads of state and government have said, politely but firmly,
that enough is enough. In a Jan. 6

letter to their fellow-Latin American,
Pope Francis, the signatories, including Nobel Peace Prize winner Oscar
Arias of Costa Rica, acknowledged
the “good faith” and “pastoral spirit”
of Francis’s Christmas blessing Urbi
et Orbi [to the city and the world].
But they also reminded the pope that
Venezuelans “are victims of oppression by a militarized narco-dictatorship which has no qualms about
systematically violating the rights to
life, liberty, and personal integrity,”
a corrupt regime that has also “subjected [Venezuelans] to widespread
famine and lack of medicine.” As
for Nicaragua, President Arias and
his colleagues noted that the Ortega
regime has recently killed 300 Nicaraguans and wounded 2,500 others in
a “wave of repression” against nonviolent protesters.
In these contexts, the former
leaders concluded, the papal “call for
harmony....can be understood by the
victimized nations [as an instruction]
that they should come to agreement
with their victimizers.” Which is why
the majority in Nicaragua and Venezuela received the pope’s Christmas
message “in a very negative way.”
In 2013, the Church’s moral influence in world affairs was at its modern
apogee. John Paul II was widely
recognized as a pivotal figure in the

nonviolent collapse of European communism and a significant player in
the democratization of Latin America
and East Asia. Drawing on John Paul’s
social doctrine and his own penetrating insights into political modernity,
Benedict XVI had made powerful
statements about the moral foundations of the 21st-century free society
in lectures at the Collège des Bernardins in Paris, London’s Westminster
Hall, and the Bundestag in Berlin.
What has the world seen since then?
It has seen a papal initiative in Syria
that, however well-intended, provided cover for the Obama administration to back off its “red line” about
Bashar al-Assad’s use of chemical
weapons against his own people. It
has seen a Vatican that refuses to use
the words “invasion,” “war,” and
“occupation” to describe Vladimir
Putin’s Anschluss in Crimea and his
war in eastern Ukraine, which has
killed more than 10,000 and displaced
more than a million Ukrainians, many
of them Ukrainian Greek Catholics. It
has seen a Vatican deal with China
that is widely regarded as a kow-tow
to ruthless, aggressive authoritarians.
Where is the moral challenge to
tyranny? Where is the summons to
heroic resistance? Great moral capital
is being squandered, in a world that
desperately needs a moral compass.

We need Catholic schools now more than ever

O

ur ancestors, Catholic immigrants to the United States,
built up the largest private
school
DR. R.
system in
JARED
the world.
STAUDT
They made
an enorThe Catholic Reader
mous sacriR. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
fice, scraphusband and father of six,
ing pennies
the director of formation for
together
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
for the forwriter, and insatiable reader.
mation of
their children. Why were they so committed
to giving their kids a Catholic education? They understood that education
provides the foundation for how to
live — how to think, what to value,
and how to contribute to the world.
Catholic schools were formed to
give children a complete formation,
setting them up for both success and

their eternal happiness. Nonetheless,
since the 1960s, Catholic education has been in decline and now an
overwhelming majority of Catholic
children are formed primarily by the
public schools.
If public schools educate the
bulk of Catholic children, then the
state of the public education bears
directly on the future of the Church
in the United States. Authors Mary
Rice Hasson and Theresa Farnan
make a poignant and pressing case
against public education in Get Out
Now: Why You Should Pull You Child
from Public School Before It’s Too
Late (Regnery Gateway, 2018). Here
are their reasons for why public
education has become untenable: 1)
Public schools are now committed to
spreading gender ideology, despite
the findings of science; 2) Meant to
form citizens, they have eroded patriotism and indoctrinated socialism;

3) The absence of engagement with
religion combined with scientism
have led to practical atheism and relativism; 4) School systems have been
eroding parental rights and marginalizing parents’ role in their child’s
education; 5) The steady decline in
academic achievement has been furthered by Common Core.
The authors state the urgency
of their case: “The risk of harm to a
child’s moral and human formation
in the public schools today is serious
and nearly certain. Few children are
intellectually adept enough to detect
the illusion being passed off as truth
or wise enough to avoid the moral
pitfalls that accompany an immersion
in ‘sexual health’ or gender ideology”
(148). The reality of this claim is
hitting home in Colorado right now
as the State House considers HB 19
1032, a bill which doubles down on
existing standards covering human

sexuality for public schools. Its proposed language states:
“Comprehensive human sexuality
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Run into God’s arms — he loves you

A

s I have confessed to you
many times before, I do
not consider myself a good
pray-er. My prayer is often dry. Dry as
in, “Is anybody listening?” Not that
it doesn’t
MARY
“count” or
BETH
anything,
BONACCI
but I am
hardly a
Guest Column
mystic.
Mary Beth is a DenverSo when
based real estate agent
something
and syndicated columnist.
dramatic
She is the author of We’re
on a Mission from God
happens
and Real Love. She can be
in prayer, I
reached via her website at
www.mblovesdenver.com.
often take
it as a sign
that it is not just for me, but to be
shared with all of you as well.
It was a few days ago. While praying, I tried to imagine how God was
seeing me at that moment. Immediately, I received an image of Jesus
Christ, Savior of the Universe, with
open arms and a huge smile on his
face, welcoming me the way I used
to welcome my nieces and nephews when they were little (and still
excited to see me), and ran full speed
into my arms. He was doing the same,
ready to catch me as I ran to him, and
delighting in it the same way I used to
delight in the joy in their little, miraculous faces.

“

I agree with
Hasson and
Farnan that it’s time to
‘look for alternatives. .
. . If you are concerned
about your child’s faith,
intellectual formation, and
patriotism, public schools
are working against you.
It’s time to get out, now.’”
JARED STAUDT

education . . . also teaches youth about
the different relationship models
they and their peers may engage
in, including lesbian, gay, bisexual,

I know, it could have just been my
imagination. But the immediacy and
vividness made it feel like something
more.
Even if it was just my own imagination, it still reflects the truth. It staggers me to think that he could love me
as much as I love the five beautiful children he has placed in my life. And yet,
my faith tells me that he loves me even
more. Infinitely more. That is almost
impossible for me to fathom. Still.
As I said, I think this little vision is
for you as much as for me. To help you
see and maybe begin to grasp his love
for you.
We have all heard that “God is
love.” Repeatedly. Some of us even
affixed the phrase to felt banners in
our CCD classes back in the ‘70s. But,
at some point, we hear it so much that
it becomes just another meaningless
phrase. How many of us really know
it? How many of us really base our
faith in a relationship with a Father
who loves us madly?
I think that, no matter how often
we hear that God is Love, it is all too
easy to revert to a rules-based mentality. To be “holy,” I just have to do
“x” and “y.” Avoid sin. Say the rosary.
Try not to have too much fun.
There is nothing wrong with any of
that. In fact, it is all true. (Except, of
course, the fun part.) But on its own, it

isn’t going to make you holy. And, without a thriving, active relationship with
God, it’s going to be difficult to sustain
any merely rules-based program.
My favorite saint, St. John Paul II,
said that once we start asking what
we are supposed to do, we have left the
realm of love and entered the realm of
ethics. When somebody is in love, the
“rules” come naturally. A man in love
doesn’t ask, “How many times am I
supposed to send flowers? How many
buds per delivery?” He wants to show
his love, as often and as many ways as
possible. It overflows.
When we are in love with God, we
want to serve him. We’re looking for
ways to serve him more. It gives us joy.
The problem, of course, is that God
is generally unseen. It’s easy to have
a reciprocal relationship with a fleshand-blood person. But two-way conversations with the Lord of the Universe are a little harder to come by.
There are two important keys to
a real, loving, two-way relationship
with God. The first is Scripture. If
you’re in love with someone, you want
to learn everything you can about
them. All the more important when
we can’t tangibly see our Beloved.
How do we get to know God better?
By reading his love story, the Bible.
We see God’s first revelations to
his people. We see Christ in action,

curing the sick and welcoming sinners. We see his sacrifice for us.
If we aren’t studying Scripture,
the God we worship might very well
be the product of our own imaginations, and not the actual God who has
revealed himself to us.
The second key is prayer — the
heart of the relationship. It’s where
we talk to him. Our prayer shouldn’t
just be rote recitation of formulas.
It should be true communication,
a sharing of the heart. St. Teresa of
Avila said that “prayer is nothing else
than being on terms of friendship
with God.” We pour our hearts out
to him. We share our struggles. We
thank him for our blessings. We ask
for his help.
And, if we can manage to block out
the noise of our lives, we will find that
God speaks to us, through prayer and
through Scripture.
I want you to do a little exercise for
me. Close your eyes and ask God to
surround you with his peace and protection. And then imagine him, with
outstretched arms and a big smile on
his face, waiting to catch you as you
run to him.
And then pray. Talk to that guy.
Pour out your heart to him.
He loves you.

and transgender peers, and how to
be a safe and healthy partner in a
relationship. [It] also fosters youth
social-emotional health and well-being by teaching self-acceptance and
respect for those whose sexuality,
gender, gender expression, or lived
experience differ from their own.
[It] rejects the use of shame, stigma,
fear, and gender norms or gender
stereotypes as instructional tools and
recognizes that such tactics are counterproductive to youth empowerment
and particularly harmful to vulnerable and questioning youth.”
We must reverse the decline of
our Catholic schools as we need them
now more than ever before! Archbishop Aquila has been leading the
way in calling for a renewal of our
schools by emphasizing discipleship
as our most important task. If our
children live as disciples (or students)
of Christ, they will know their true

identity as children of God, will have
the wisdom to see what matters most
in the world, and will enter their
vocation and work with the courage
necessary to thrive in a secular world.
The formation of disciples is holistic:
entering into a relationship with God,
knowing the truth, pursuing what is
good by forming virtue, and developing the skills to succeed. Our children
need a community of faith and love to
reach their fullest potential, as God
will help them to be fully alive in Him.
The Church recognizes that parents are the primary educators of
their children. The challenges in education today require cooperation to
give our children the best education
possible. The Archdiocese of Denver
is committed to making Catholic
education available to all students,
an education that is robustly Catholic, provides an integrated liberal
arts curriculum, and offers a healthy

and holy environment. Our Catholic
schools are committed to renewal
and growth in the midst of greater
need, but parents also must be more
involved than in the past. I agree with
Hasson and Farnan that it’s time to
“look for alternatives. . . . If you are
concerned about your child’s faith,
intellectual formation, and patriotism, public schools are working
against you. It’s time to get out, now”
(177).
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

