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Bethlehem Handicrafts

Natural Olive Wood Cave With Nativity Set

Uniquely carved, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, Joseph and
the star of Bethlehem depict the Nativity story in a very
outstanding olive wood piece made in Bethlehem.
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www.BethlehemHandicrafts.com
100’s of additional pieces online

VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL STORE

4114 S Parker Rd
720-201-7193
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Embrace the ‘good news of great joy’

“D

o not be afraid … I am
bringing you good news
of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord” (Lk. 2:10-11). The
angels announced to the stunned
shepherds, as they proclaimed the
fulfillment of God’s promise to the
people of Israel.
It’s worth noting that the angels
appeared to the shepherds at night,
when they would have been on guard
against the dangers of predators looking for their sheep. Likewise, when
the magi arrived to pay homage to the
newborn king of the Jews, they first
encountered Herod, who later massacred the children of Bethlehem out
of fear that a challenger to his throne
had been born. Eventually, the threat
of Herod’s wrath drove Mary and
Joseph into hiding in Egypt, only to
return to Nazareth when Herod had
died.
With the passing of the centuries,
it can be easy to recast Christmas as
a time of utter peace and tranquility
and forget the turmoil into which
Jesus was born. In a way, this is comforting as we reflect on the state of
the world and the Church today. Certainly, there is great uncertainty and
moral poverty in many places. And
yet, Christ’s birth is even more joyous

LE BRUN CHARLES, ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS, 1689

because of the dark surroundings.
This past year has been both
blessed and challenging for the
Church.
We had the privilege of celebrating the 25th anniversary of World
Youth Day in Denver on August 11th
and the beginning of the More Than
You Realize discipleship initiative.
The archdiocese also closed the local
phase of the Cause for the Canonization of Julia Greeley, completed the
construction of the Prophet Elijah
House for retired priests and opened
the Annunciation Heights youth and
family camp.
On the other hand, the Church

DEC. 25: Midnight Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, Denver (12 a.m.)
DEC. 25: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver (10:30 a.m.)
JAN. 1: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver (12:10 p.m.)

about Christmas. “Dearly beloved,
today our Savior is born; let us rejoice.
Sadness should have no place on the
birthday of life. The fear of death has
been swallowed up; life brings us joy
with the promise of eternal happiness. No one is shut out from this joy;
all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and
death, finding no man free from sin,
came to free us all.”
May you and your family’s celebration of Christ’s birth be one that fills
you with hope, joy and peace, so that
the world can experience through
your works of mercy and love the
good news of salvation in him. In the
midst of the darkness around us, may
we the bring the light and joy of the
Gospel to each person we encounter!

i

CELEBRATE LIFE MARCH

As we look forward to the new year,
I invite you to join me in celebrating
the gift of life and salvation through
your prayer and lived example.
One specific way you can do this is to
participate in the Celebrate Life March
on January 12th at 1:00 p.m. at the
State Capitol. This will be preceded by
a Mass at the Cathedral at 11:30 a.m.
For more info visit:
respectlifedenver.org.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
DEC. 23: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver (10:30 a.m.)

and the archdiocese have been dealing with the Archbishop McCarrick
scandal and the fact that some bishops covered up the sexual abuse of
minors. At the same time, the broader
culture has also become increasingly
hostile to faith, while becoming more
accepting of beliefs and activities that
are contrary to our faith. This can be
seen in the aggressive advancement
of gender ideology, the abandonment
of the common good in favor of a
more tribal and divided society, and
the willingness of many to cast aside
the unborn, the immigrant, or the
elderly.
It is this world — one that is both
broken and dark yet filled with the
potential for great good — that needs
to hear the proclamation of the angels
at Christmas: “Do not be afraid … I am
bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior.”
We all need saving, which is clear
from the fallen state of us all. It is
truly good news that Jesus was born
and continues to come to us in each
Eucharist and the other sacraments.
His sacrificial outpouring of love for us
should cause us to boldly trust in his
love and provision for us as we seek to
build up the kingdom in our life.
Let us make our own the words of
Pope St. Leo the Great as he preached

JAN. 12: Mass, Celebrate Life March,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, Denver (11:30 a.m.)
JAN. 13: Installation Mass of Fr. Joseph Cao,
Cure d’Ars, Denver (11 a.m.)
JAN. 20: Confirmation Mass, St. Mary,
Greeley (3 p.m.)

Dec. 12

@ArchbishopDen

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the New Evangelization,
pray for us that every person may encounter your Son, Jesus
Christ, and come to know the joy of the Gospel. +sja
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Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez celebrates Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish on Dec. 12, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. One of the
most-attended feast days in the Church, the faithful place roses around
the altar to honor Our Lady. PHOTO BY CARMEN VILLA
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The National Western Stock Show
welcomes the Catholic faithful
BY MAVI BARRAZA

T

mavi.barraza@archden.org
@MaviBarraza

he National Western Stock
Show is a historical event that
has been celebrated in Colorado
since 1906.
For over 100 years, the stock show
has presented many activities and
shows for family enjoyment, among
them livestock, horse, trade shows,
exhibitions and rodeos. Twenty-five
years ago, the fair organizers decided
to add a Mexican Rodeo, and that was
the beginning of The Mexican Rodeo
Extravaganza.
In 2019, the National Western Stock
Show is supporting various Catholic
ministries. If you would like to attend
the Catholic Families Night which will
be celebrated at the Mexican Rodeo
Extravaganza on Sunday, Jan. 13 at 6:30
p.m., buy your tickets with the promo
code: (Catholic). To support the Black
Catholic Ministries by attending the
Black Cowboy Rodeo, which will be celebrated at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Rodeo on Monday, Jan. 21 at 6 p.m., use
promo code: (ARCHDEN).
Gerardo (Jerry) Diaz, known as El
Charro de Corazon, was assigned as the
producer of the Extravaganza.
He spoke with the Denver Catholic

i

Visit nationalwestern.com,
click “Buy Tickets” at the top and
enter promo code “CATHOLIC”
or “ARCHDEN,” depending on
which event you’d like to attend.

about charrería, his faith and his friendship with Father Tomás Fraile.
“First, I want to say that I am very
honored that God has given us the
blessing, and the ideas to make this
beautiful show, which is the most festive and colorful of the Stock Show,”
said Diaz.
Jerry is a man of great faith and he
brings God to every one of his presentations. As part of its tradition, “From
the very first show [celebrated 25 year
ago], 20 minutes before the show, we
gather together — everybody, the charros, dancers, riders, even the president
and the coordinators of the fair —and
we pray. We always invite a priest or a
deacon to lead the blessing. It’s in our
hearts, as people of God. I never start
any show without the blessing of God.
Without God one is nothing,” he said.
The Archdiocese of Denver is thankful for the families that participated last
year, contributing to the fundraiser
with the purchase of their ticket. We
hope to see you again at the rodeo!

Our Lady of Fatima

1985 Miller St., Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 233-6236 | www.fatimalakewood.com

JOIN US AT
THE HEIGHTS
FOR SUMMER
CAMP 2019!
Registration opens for
Youth and Family Camp
January 23rd, 2019

970-586-5689
7400 State Hwy 7
Estes Park, CO 80517-6409
Annunciation Heights is located at the base
of Longs Peak and Mt. Meeker, near Rocky
Mountain National Park, and only two miles
north of Camp St. Malo on Highway 7.

CHRISTMAS EVE
CHRISTMAS DAY NEW YEAR’S EVE NEW YEAR’S DAY
4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.
& 10:00: p.m.
& 11:00 a.m.
& 11:00 a.m.

annunciationheights.org
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More Than You Realize

Christmas is More Than You Realize
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

A

h, Christmastime. The perfect
occasion to come together with
family and celebrate the birth
of our savior with lots of prayer, fellowship, food and conversation.
That last one comes with a caveat,
however: As long as the conversation
isn’t about politics or religion, you’re
safe. While we tend to agree about the
politics bit, we take issue with keeping
our faith to ourselves, especially on
such a central celebration as Christmas. What better time to explain to
your skeptical Uncle Tom how there’s
a lot more to the Christmas holiday than
presents and egg nog?
We all have questions about Christmas. Where did it come from? What’s
the history? Why is it when it is? So,
we did some research to come up with
answers — or, better yet, more questions
— in response to some of the things your
Uncle Tom thinks he already knows
about Christmas.
Don’t be afraid of these conversations! Sometimes they happen because
you’ll encounter someone who just
wants to argue (the most likely scenario
when around family). But we need to
be bold and see these conversations
as an opportunity to share our heart
with someone else. Every single one
of these conversations is a chance to
engage someone in a meaningful conversation: about life, faith, Christmas,
God, and even each other.
So don’t be afraid — keep the conversation going with your friends and
family this Christmas season to help
them see that the joy of this time of year
truly is more than you realize.

there is no time
more fitting to
say thank you

WHAT DOES “CHRISTMAS”
EVEN MEAN?

The word “Christmas” is derived
from the Middle English word Cristemasse, which comes from the Old
English Cristes Maesse, a phrase which
means “Christ’s Mass” and was first
recorded in 1038. Over time, it became
easier for people to just say “Christmas.” And contrary to popular opinion,
the even shorter version, Xmas, doesn’t
take “Christ” out of Christmas — the
“X” is actually the first letter of the
Greek word for Christ (chi). Take that!
ISN’T CHRISTMAS JUST
A STOLEN IDEA FROM
THE ANCIENT PAGAN
CELEBRATION OF SOL
INVICTUS OR NEW
WINTER SOLSTICE?
Not quite. In fact, the earliest reference to Christmas being celebrated
on December 25 was by Hippolytus of
Rome in his Commentary on the Book of
Daniel in 204 A.D., which predates any
mention of a celebration honoring the
pagan god Sol Invictus. It’s also worth
noting that December 25 falls at the
time when the ancient world celebrated
the winter solstice, which historically
has been important for agricultural reasons and therefore an opportune time
for different celebrations and rituals by
many different peoples and cultures
of the era. So, different celebrations
around that time were common — no
one stole or appropriated anything!
SO, WHY IS CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATED ON
DECEMBER 25TH?
Way back in the 5th century, Pope
Leo I established the Feast of the
Nativity to celebrate the mystery

PHOTO BY WALTER-CHAVEZ | UNSPLASH

of the Incarnation. Now, this didn’t
“create” the Feast Day — we know that
many Christians had been celebrating
Christmas for centuries before this, too.
Rather, just like the dogmas or teachings of the Church on the Eucharist or
the Communion of Saints, for example, this was not the invention of a new
teaching but the formal articulation of
something that was believed from the
beginning — in some cases even predating the Bible!
So, why did he settle on this date?
It actually goes back to a celebration
from even earlier in history: Anno
Mundi, the traditional celebration of
the Creation of the World. While the
date of this celebration was different
across many ancient calendars, March
25 emerged as the date of its celebration
because of its proximity to the spring
equinox. Early Christians also adopted
March 25th as the date of the Annunciation, the day when an angel announced
to Mary that she was pregnant with
Jesus, the savior of the world. How

are these dates connected? Because
both dates celebrate events when God
entered the world: first through the
act of Creation and again through the
Incarnation. So, nine months after the
celebration of this glorious conception, we celebrate Jesus Christ’s birth
on Dec. 25. And, once again, that date
also aligns with the winter solstice,
which marks the time when the days
began to grow longer. How fitting that
the birth of Christ, the Light coming
into the world, coincides with this day
of more light.
WAIT, SO WAS JESUS
EVEN BORN ON
DECEMBER 25, 0 A.D.?
There’s no way to empirically
prove the exact year Jesus was really
born. However, there are several curious facts surrounding the day of Dec.
25 that make a strong case that this day
was indeed Jesus’ birthday. The first
is the Star of Bethlehem, which modern-day astronomers have theorized
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to possibly be a series of extraordinary
astronomical events — specifically, a
triple conjunction of Jupiter, Venus,
and the star Regulus, which they’ve
dated to right around the time Jesus
was supposed to have been born. The
Wise Men — who really were ancient
astrologers — would certainly have paid
attention to events like these and followed them closely, right to a little town
called Bethlehem! The second detail
that helps us date Jesus’ birth accurately is census data. The nativity story
in the Gospel of Luke opens with mention of a census taken by Quirinius, the
governor of Syria at the time. Historical
records verify that a widespread census
indeed occurred in 6 A.D., thus adding
another layer of historical truth to the
story of Jesus’ birth.
Last but not least, the consensus among the early Church Fathers
seemed to be that Jesus was born sometime between 3 and 2 B.C. Further, the
tradition maintained by several of the
Church Fathers is that Jesus was indeed
born on Dec. 25. As St. Hippolytus of
Rome wrote in his Commentary on
Daniel 4:23:3, “the first advent of Our
Lord in the flesh, when he was born
in Bethlehem, was eight days before
the Kalends of January, the fourth day
[i.e., Wednesday] … .” The Kalends was
the first day of the month, and eight
days before January 1st is December
25th. So, while it’s hard to definitively
know the exact date of Jesus’ birth, the
evidence provided based on historical
records and early Church tradition
safely points to December 25th as the
birthday of Christ. But keep in mind:
The actual date he was born is a matter
of history, not doctrine. What matters
is that he was born!
IS IT TRUE THAT CHRISTMAS
USED TO BE ILLEGAL?
Yes! Christianity itself was illegal
across the Roman empire until the 4th
century, and it wasn’t until the 6th century that Emperor Justinian declared
Christmas to be a public holiday. But
the history gets even crazier. In the
United States, Puritans objected to the
celebration of Christmas because they
felt it to be too unbiblical and rooted
in too much lewd partying. Their disapproval went so far that Christmas
was totally outlawed in Boston from
1659 until the ban was lifted in 1681. By
the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776, the celebration of
Christmas still was not widespread in
the United States. As a matter of fact,
even churches were closed during
Christmas! Alabama was the first state

to declare it a public holiday in 1836,
and it wasn’t officially proclaimed a
federal holiday until 1870. But today,
the holiday is widespread and common
— well over 85 percent of the U.S. population celebrates Christmas!
WHERE DOES SANTA
FIT IN? ALSO, WHO’S ST.
NICHOLAS AND WHAT’S
HIS DEAL WITH SHOES?
Santa Claus has been around for
a while, but his popularity really
increased in the first half of the 20th
century, largely due to an ad campaign
by Coca-Cola. Santa Claus comes from
the Dutch Sinterklass, which translates
to St. Nicholas, who was a fourth-century Bishop of Myra. He was born
into a super wealthy family and used
his inheritance to perform acts of
charity. One story tells that he kept a
widower from selling his three daughters into prostitution by tossing a bag
with golden coins into their home
one Christmas night. He did this for
several more years, until the widower
caught him and discovered it was
Bishop Nicholas. Notice the similarities? Oh, it’s also worth mentioning
that there is a popular tradition that
St. Nick punched a guy in the face at the
Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. Seriously,
look it up. As for the shoe thing, what
can we say — the dude had impeccable
fashion sense.
We’ll leave you with a quote from
Pope Benedict XVI, from his book Jesus
of Nazareth:
“What did Jesus actually bring, if
not world peace, universal prosperity, and a better world? What has he
brought? The answer is very simple:
God. He has brought God, and now we
know his face, now we can call upon
him. Now we know the path that we
human beings have to take in this world.
Jesus has brought God and with God
the truth about our origin and destiny:
faith, hope and love. It is only because
of our hardness of heart that we think
this is too little. Yes indeed, God’s power
works quietly in this world, but it is the
true and the lasting power. Again and
again, God’s cause seems to be in its
death throes. Yet over and over again it
proves to be the thing that truly endures
and saves.”

i
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Upgrade Your Ride!

3.99

AUTO RATES STARTING AT

%
APR

*

NEW || USED
USED || REFINANCED
REFINANCED****
NEW
60
60 Months
Months

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 3.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles
used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on
indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles December 1-31, 2018.
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“As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.”
(1 Peter 4:10)

Gifts to the Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal support nearly forty
archdiocesan ministries that were
created to address the educational,
charitable, and pastoral needs of others.

To make a year-end gift,
visit www.archden.org/donate
or call 303.867.0614
PLEASE GIVE BY DECEMBER 31, 2018

93%

WE ARE AT
OF OUR GOAL OF

$10,106,000

10M
8M
6M
4M
2M

93%
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Joyful recipients, cheerful givers:
End-of-year giving in the Archdiocese
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

T

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

he end of the year is a time to celebrate with gratitude not only
the first coming of our Lord and
our hope for his second coming, but also
the many material and spiritual graces
we have received during the year. And
the sign of a joyful recipient is a cheerful
giver, as we desire to reciprocate our
gratitude toward God by helping others
in need when we realize how much we
have received from him. Below is a list
of all the ministries that fall directly
under the umbrella of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Giving to any of these organizations will make a direct impact in the
charitable and evangelizing efforts of
the archdiocese as it reaches out to the
poor and builds up the kingdom of God.
ARCHBISHOP’S CATHOLIC
APPEAL
Benefitting nearly 40 ministries,
the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal is
one of the best ways to support the
outreach efforts of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Donations from the faithful
allow these ministries to focus on what
they were created to do: minister to
people and lead them closer to Christ.
Visit archden.org/donate.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities of Denver is the
archdiocese’s “charitable arm,” which
seeks to extend the healing ministry
of Jesus by helping the poor and those
in need. For more information visit
ccdenver.org/ways-to-give.
ANNUAL SEMINARIES’ APPEAL
The St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater Seminaries of the Archdiocese of Denver are nationally-recognized for their exceptional academic
and spiritual formation. Currently,
128 seminarians would benefit from
this much-needed support, which

helps provide funding for academic
programs, food and housing, seminarian health insurance and more.
Visit sjvdenver.edu/support-sjv-today.
SEEDS OF HOPE
Seeking to cultivate minds and
hearts for Christ, Seeds of Hope strives
to make Catholic education accessible
to families who desire it. By providing
scholarships, the organization gives
families the opportunity to provide
for their children a Catholic education where spiritual, mental, academic
and physical formation is provided.
Visit seedsofhopedenver.org/donate.
CENTRO SAN JUAN DIEGO
A nationally-recognized organization that provides services to members
of the Spanish-speaking community
in the Archdiocese of Denver, Centro
San Juan Diego helps form tomorrow’s Hispanic leaders. In partnership
with the Office of Hispanic Ministries
of the archdiocese, it hosts numerous
faith-based courses and programs.
Visit centrosanjuandiego.org/donate.
BISHOP MACHEBEUF
HIGH SCHOOL
Named after the first bishop of
Colorado, Bishop Machebeuf High
School has been recognized as a Top
50 Catholic High School by the Cardinal Newman Society in 2006,
2007, 2008 and 2012, based on its
strength in academic excellence,
civic education and Catholic identity.
Visit machebeuf.org/donate.
HOLY FAMILY HIGH SCHOOL
Holy Family High School was
founded in 1922 and “seeks to provide
a Catholic learning environment that
stresses academic excellence, fosters
mutual respect, demands responsibility and encourages self-growth,”
based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Visit holyfamilyhs.com/donate.

PROPHET ELIJAH HOUSE
This new retirement center for
priests is located on the St. John Paul
II Center campus of the Archdiocese
of Denver and is set to open in early
2019. Consider giving to this center,
which will enable those priests who
have dedicated their lives to the spiritual nurturing of the faithful by providing the sacraments to live in fraternal
community. Visit elijahdenver.org/
support-our-priests.
ANNUNCIATION HEIGHTS
Annunciation Heights is the archdiocese’s new Catholic youth and family
camp and retreat center located just
south of Estes Park. Displaying the
beauty of God’s creation, Annunciation Heights is a place where people
can “withdraw from a hectic and busy
culture and come to know and experience a true friendship with Jesus.” Visit
annunciationheights.org/get-involved

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL SCHOOL
The Biblical and Catechetical
Schools under the Lay Division of St.
John Vianney Seminary are helping
form a new generation of missionary
disciples in Denver. Through the St.
John Paul II Scholarship Fund, the Lay
Division grants around $150,000 yearly
in scholarships to nearly half of its student population. Visit sjvlaydivision.
org/donate

When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy.

MATTHEW 2:10

On behalf of all of us at the Credit Union,
we wish you a

Merry Christmas!
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
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Christmas homilies help visitors see
the Church is ‘a good place to be’
BY MARK HAAS

T

mark.haas@archden.org
@markhaastv

he pews are packed, and the
parking lot is like I-25 at rush
hour. It’s no secret — Christmas
Masses are a bit more crowded than
your average Sunday.
“It is a source of great joy,” said
Father Tom Coyte, pastor at St. Bernadette in Lakewood. “You want the
Church to be full.”
Whether it be college students back
home visiting their parents, families that
haven’t found the time for Mass in a few
months, or just someone who felt moved
to attend a Christmas service, priests
know they have a chance to reach an
expanded audience on Dec. 24 and 25.
“How do you receive them is the
question,” said Father Coyte. “What
experience are they going to have at
church this time, that just might whet

their appetite that there is something
more here than they realize. That
maybe there is something here that
they are missing that makes them feel
like coming back.”

everyday things, I think that helps,
especially with people who are not as
familiar with the liturgy,” said Father
Allen. “I think they will connect more
with the preaching.”

SIMPLE, AND HOPEFUL
“I think the most important thing
is to be positive and welcoming,” said
Father David Allen, pastor at Christ on
the Mountain in Lakewood. “And to say,
‘We are so glad everyone is here, and it is
a wonderful night or day to be together.’
“I try to have a message of hope, and
also to try and draw illustrations or analogies that are connected with what they
experience in their lives,” said Father
Allen. “And try to not make it really complicated on a theological level.”
That’s why Father Allen said he likes
to engage the children in the homily,
because a simple message can resonate
with everyone.
“When you incorporate kids and

A TIMELESS MESSAGE
In preparing for his Christmas
homily, Father Chris Uhl, O.M.V., said
it’s important to remember the message
is not coming from him.
“When you are developing a homily,
you are praying about it and asking God
to help you and inspire you,” said Father
Uhl, pastor at Holy Ghost in Denver.
And even though the story of Christmas is the same every year, Father Uhl
said there is never a shortage of themes
to talk about.
“I think that is one of the beauties of
the Christmas liturgy, that there are so
many things that you can draw from,”
said Father Uhl. “When you think of
Christ coming into the world there are

Wishing Everyone
Merry Christmas
A&M STEEL, INC.

Structural Steel Fabricator
2651 E. 79th Ave. Denver, CO 80229

ANTONIO PECCIA
President

303.287.4480
www.a-msteelinc.com

so many ways you can look at a Gospel
passage on what happened on Christmas Day.
“You can look at our Blessed Mother,
at St. Joseph, you can look at cosmic
things happening in the heavens and
on earth with angels in the sky. There
are themes of rich and poor... there are
the Gentiles and the Israelites and the
Jewish people that Jesus came to. There
are so many things that you can focus
on, and very often they are very simple
and very beautiful.”
PEACE AND LOVE
And even if some of the people won’t
be back again for a while, Father Coyte
said he hopes the hour at Mass gives
them a few moments of peace, and that
they leave knowing they are loved by the
Heavenly Father.
“We want everyone, whoever they
are, to come in the door and feel the
general embrace of the Good Shepherd,” said Father Coyte. “Maybe help
them to see it is good to take a little time
and settle down a little bit, and not be so
focused on the business that the world
calls us to.
“What we want is for people to say,
‘This is a good place to be.’”

This is

our
habit

Like us on
Facebook

FROM THE STAFF AT CATHOLIC
FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES, MAY
GOD BRING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
PEACE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON.
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Archdiocese of Denver Mortuary
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Follow us
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Merry !
Christmas Stephanie Christopher, PA-C
Dr. Krishna Sinha, M.D.
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Parish Spotlight

Multiple cultures at All
Saints offer a glimpse of
the ‘Universal Church’
celebrated Mass for the parish’s
anniversary, which was followed by a
reception. The archbishop also blessed
the parish’s new prayer garden, which
hen Monsignor Peter Quang includes statues of different saints, and
Nguyen looks out into the parishioners enjoyed seeing the 17 new
pews during Mass, he is Stations of the Cross in place right outinspired by the diversity he sees.
side the church.
“It’s giving me a true sense of underBarb Serpa, who joined the parish
standing the universal church,” said the two years ago, is grateful for Msgr.
All Saints Catholic Church pastor. “Dif- Quang’s leadership and the upgrades
ferent backgrounds give me a true sense to the parish.
of appreciation as the people of the holy
“Monsignor has a lovely way of pullmother Church gather throughout
ing us all together and making us feel
the world.”
like one family in celebrating our
All Saints, which celebrated
diversity as opposed to strugits 50th anniversary on Nov.
gling with it,” she said. “It’s a
18, is made up of a mosaic of
very comfortable place to be.”
cultures — from Vietnamese
Although Serpa is newer
and Hmong to Hispanic and
to the parish, she already feels
Anglo.
right at home and spends one
For the parishioners, that
to two days a week volunteerSPOTLIGHT
variety makes their worship
ing for the music and bereaveexperience even richer.
ment ministries.
“It’s exciting that we all come from
“Since the day I walked in the door,
so many different backgrounds, but we I have felt very welcomed,” she said.
all share the same beliefs,” said John “Whatever services I can contribute,
Altman, who has been a parishioner at I always feel appreciated by the staff.”
All Saints his entire life.
Altman, who recently joined the
“It especially struck me during the finance council, has also felt closer to
anniversary Mass when we were saying his parish family since taking on the role.
the Creed,” he said. “I was looking
“I always felt like I belonged,” he
around, and we’re all from so many dif- said, “but because I’m involved more,
ferent backgrounds and countries. And I feel a sense of ownership.”
we’re all standing here reciting the same
One of the things that strikes Serpa
words and believing the same things.”
about All Saints is the liveliness she’s
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila discovered there.
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

moira.cullings@archden.org

W

Msgr. Peter
Quang
Nguyen
speaks
during All
Saints’ 50th
anniversary
Nov. 18.
PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY

“I feel that there’s life here,” she said.
“I’ve been at parishes in the past where
you get a sensation that there’s stagnation or a lot of ritual, [and] not a lot of
heart. I have to give the compliment to
Monsignor for his vision that we are all
brothers and sisters. It’s lovely.”
The parish is thriving enough to
offer three daily Masses — 6:30 a.m. in
English, 7:30 a.m. in English and 6 p.m.
in Vietnamese. Monsignor Quang even
learned the Hmong language and says
Mass for the community on Sundays
at 1 p.m.
All Saints has around 1,500 registered
families, and according to Msgr. Quang,
that number continues to increase.
“All I can say is I’m grateful,” he said.
Monsignor Quang believes more

THE EGAN
EGAN
THE

PARISH

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
www.GoMajorNow.com
(303) 424-1622
Commercial & Residential

parishioners are drawn to the parish
because they “find some of those people
that share the common faith and the
culture and hopefully the zeal for
evangelization.”
To keep up with the growth, the pastor
is constantly working to enliven the
parish both physically and spiritually.
“I believe that the people are so
happy,” said Msgr. Quang. “They can
see that after 50 years, the church is
still alive.
“They are so proud and continue to
pass on the flame of faith to the younger
generation — not only for a small group
of people, but a group of people from
many different cultures.”
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Year in Review 2018

Proud to be a Denver Catholic
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

I

t’s evident with the many happenings in the Archdiocese of Denver
that the New Evangelization is
alive and well here in the Mile-High
City — a call heeded by the faithful 25
years ago when St. John Paul II visited Denver for World Youth Day and

carried into the present day with purpose and fervor.
And it’s precisely that purpose and
fervor that makes the Denver Catholic
so proud to be a part of the Church of
northern Colorado. We are honored to
tell these stories — the stories of you,
the faithful people of God, who spread
the Good News of Jesus Christ to a

world that so desperately needs it in a
diverse array of ways.
In many ways, 2018 was a tough year
to be Catholic. Echoes of the Church’s
troubled past are resounding through
freshly re-opened wounds, the ramifications of which remain to be seen but
could be more painful than ever before.
Even so, the Church that was founded

by Jesus Christ, while shaken, remains
faithful, especially here in Denver.
Whether it was within a classroom,
in a parish, at a conference of over 5,000
missionary disciples, or through a powerful testimony of faith, here are but
a few of the many ways the faithful of
the Archdiocese of Denver showed a
glimpse of Christ to the world in 2018.

WYD ’93 25TH ANNIVERSARY
If there is an event that has proven to be a turning point for American
Catholicism, it was World Youth Day ’93 in Denver. When Pope John Paul
II announced he wanted to hold the next WYD in the U.S., many American
bishops were skeptical. They didn’t think this type of event could be successful
in the U.S. Yet, the Holy Father insisted — and he was right. Around 700,000
young people from around the world attended, making it the biggest event in
Colorado history.
“There was almost a spirit of maintenance, of just keeping things going,
and WYD brought in the aspect of a
deeper formation, a deeper relationship with Christ, and a deeper living
out of the faith in the world,” said Cardinal Francis J. Stafford, who was then
Archbishop of Denver. Twenty-five
years later, the Church in Denver is a
hotspot for the New Evangelization,
giving birth to numerous lay and
religious initiatives seeking to bring
Christ to every home and aspect of
society.
PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

A BRIGHT FUTURE

PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

MORE THAN YOU REALIZE
This year, the Archdiocese of Denver launched More Than You Realize (MTYR),
a discipleship movement inspired by Saint John Paul II’s call to the faithful in
Denver to share the New Evangelization. MTYR was introduced to over 5,000
Catholics across the archdiocese during a special conference celebrating the
saint’s visit to Denver for World Youth Day 25 years ago.
MTYR.Church was launched for practicing Catholics and MTYR.org will launch
in 2019 for both secular and Christian audiences. Through intriguing videos,
stylish merchandise and stimulating content, the movement will offer faithful
Catholics modern tools for evangelization and non-Catholics the opportunity to
learn the truth of the Catholic faith — something that is much more than most
people realize.
PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

Nestled in the Rocky Mountains and resting in the shadow of
Long’s Peak, Annunciation Heights is a new Catholic youth and family
camp located just south of Estes Park in the Archdiocese of Denver
that officially opened in 2018. Acquired in late 2017, the four-lodge,
188-bed camp will serve as home for new summer youth and family
camps, spring and fall outdoor lab programs, and year-round youth,
college and parish ministry retreats. The hope is for Annunciation
Heights to provide a place for visitors to get away from the hustle
and bustle of life to gather in a beautiful setting only Colorado can
offer, be served by a great staff and ultimately, grow closer to Christ.
Another exciting new addition to the archdiocese is the Prophet
Elijah House, a retirement community exclusively for our priests
located on the St. John Paul II Center for the New Evangelization
campus. The archdiocese is honored to provide a place for our fathers,
who spend their entire lives serving the people of God, a place to
PHOTO BY BRANDON ORTEGA
retire and spend the remainder of their days in community with
their brother priests. Our priests have helped nurture us spiritually
throughout their lives, providing the sacraments and all that a priest
does,” said Keith Parsons, chief financial officer for the archdiocese.
“This will be an opportunity for retired priests to have a subsidized
place to live, located on a beautiful, spiritual campus.”

SERVANT OF GOD
JULIA GREELEY
This year was also another
exciting year for our very own
Angel of Charity, Julia Greeley.
June 7 marked the 100th anniversary of Julia’s death, and to celebrate that occasion, Governor John Hickenlooper
declared June 3-9, 2018 “Julia Greeley Week” for
the state of Colorado. On that same day, the new
tomb housing Julia’s remains was unveiled at the
Cathedral in a powerful ceremony. The tomb was
designed in Colorado and the raw materials were
excavated from the world-famous marble quarry in
Carrara, Italy, which is best known for producing
works of art like Michelangelo’s David. Last but not
least, Julia’s cause for canonization was sent off
the Vatican, where they will review the pertinent
documents and, led by the Holy Spirit, determine
whether or not Julia is worth of sainthood. The
faithful are encouraged to continue praying for
Julia’s intercession, as it could prove instrumental
in her cause. Julia Greeley, pray for us!
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A SOLEMN PROMISE
In light of a new wave of
victims coming forward
with accusations of sexual
abuse made against bishops and priests, the Archbishop of Denver Samuel
J. Aquila asked for the
Promise website to be
created and continuously
updated “to ensure that
the archdiocese is transparent about our handling,
prevention, and response policies in regards to the sexual abuse
PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY
of minors and misconduct.”
Archden.org/promise details the promises made by Archbishop Aquila to everyone, the Catholic faithful, all priests and
deacons, and seminarians, in which he outlines the zero-tolerance procedures
that the Archdiocese of Denver has held for decades regarding sexual abuse or
misconduct and adheres to them “with great diligence.” Moreover, it offers an
overview of the archdiocese’s track record, providing context of the broader
issue, sharing resources for anyone seeking healing from abuse and serving as
a channel for people who want to have their voice heard.
ARCHDEN.ORG/PROMISE

POWERFUL TESTIMONIES
Catholics in northern Colorado
inspired us with powerful stories of
faith throughout the year. Tom Martinez unexpectedly went blind in December 2016 but continued to pursue his
dream of opening a brewery, reaching
success through Blind Faith Brewing.
Elías Venegas jumped from the third
floor of a construction site consumed
by a raging fire and suffered no broken
bones, organ damage or a concussion.
He believed God was there protecting
him from harm. Doctor Fredrik HiePHOTO BY AARON LAMBERT
bert, archaeologist-in-residence for
National Geographic, and a team of researchers from
the National Technical University of Athens, shared with the Denver Catholic
their incredible experience going inside the Tomb of Jesus Christ at the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and how it shaped their faith.
Maria Antonia, mother of seven children — four of whom are priests and three
of whom are married with families — maintained an unwavering faith despite
suffering an aggressive cancer that paralyzed her body and took her life. Maria
Deflin encouraged her friend Angela Brown to baptize her first child, and years
later he became a priest. Masterpiece Cakeshop owner Jack Phillips won the
Supreme Court case that addressed his decision not to write a message about
same-sex marriage on a wedding cake because it contradicted his beliefs.
Lieutenant Derrick Johnson, a veteran of the Denver Fire Department and
now a candidate in the archdiocese’s diaconate program, shared with the Denver
Catholic his devotion to Julia Greeley, a former slave now on the road to sainthood. Firefighter and paramedic Mark Hutchinson prayed as he fought the
Lake Christine Fire this summer, which, despite its rage, did not injure or kill
anyone in the area affected. Deacon Witold Engel shared his remarkable story
of surviving three concentration camps during the Holocaust before answering
the call to the diaconate. Pat opened up to the Denver Catholic about the abuse
she suffered at the hands of a priest when she was five years old, but the courage
she has mustered to remain in the Church her entire life. The D’Onofrio family
subtly inspires many through their Stargazer Fine Chocolates shop.

PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

PARISH LIFE
This year the Denver Catholic introduced “Parish Spotlight,” a section meant
to keep the archdiocese informed of the initiatives and highlights of other parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Denver. The parish is really the heart of the
Church; it’s where the faithful gather to receive Jesus in the Eucharist each week
as well as other sacraments, where the young, curious and everyone in between
are educated in the faith and where the Church community is built. And based
on the many stories we told about parishes in the past year alone, we’re happy to
say that parish life is alive and well here in the archdiocese.
Among the parish occasions we highlighted were the beautiful renovations
of St. Mary’s Parish in Aspen, Holy Name Parish in Sheridan and, of course, the
extensive restoration of our beloved Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception; the 50th anniversary of Queen of Peace Parish and its future building
projects; the great evangelizing efforts at Christ the King Parish in Evergreen,
Spirit of Christ Parish in Arvada, St. Mary’s Parish in Littleton and St. Peter’s
Parish in Greeley; the groundbreaking for a new church building for St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish in Ft. Collins and for renovation and expansion at St. Mark’s
Parish in Westminster; the family-like environment present at St. Martin de
Porres in Boulder; and the Capuchin spirit of service to the poor witnessed at
Annunciation Parish in Denver.

VIBRANT SCHOOLS
Our schools continue to prove they are worthy of the name “Catholic.” The
Archdiocese of Denver gained a new superintendent of Catholic Schools in Elias
Moo, the former principal of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Academy. Moo’s vision
is to be successful academically but more importantly “to be known as the best
for the world.” The Variable Tuition Program was launched to adjust tuition
for families based on what they can afford, while Seeds of Hope continued to
help families who desired a Catholic education for their children make that a
reality. Many of our schools embraced exciting changes, including St. Frances
de Sales’ new STEM program, Our Lady of Lourdes’ additional campus and
Nativity Catholic School’s new principal and new name — Nativity: Faith &
Reason. The strong faith of our Catholic school students was evident when
they honored the victims of the Parkland, Fla. shooting with prayer this spring.
Sophia Montessori Academy opened in February and thrived in its first
year. Augustine Institute began
offering lay people and clergy the
chance to take a series of threeclass seminars from leading
theologians. The Fill the Seats
campaign was created to allow
schools to provide scholarships
for middle-income families. The
Saint John Institute held its
inaugural graduation for its MBA
program centered on the New
Evangelization. Holy Family
High School broke ground on
its expansion.
PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT
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inspired him to convert to Catholicism
earlier this year.
“It changes us, it changes hearts and
minds, and sometimes, our presence at
these kinds of [pro-life] gatherings can
literally save lives,” he said.
Bereit now looks forward to taking
on the role of emcee during the Celebrate Life March here in Denver on
Jan. 12.
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ne of David Bereit’s favorite stories from his time at 40 Days for
Life came out of a pro-life rally
outside an abortion clinic in Fresno,
Calif.
Only a handful of people showed up.
Despite the small crowd, a TV news
station covered the rally, and that night
the media mocked the small, seemingly
insignificant group that stood on the
sidewalk, praying for life.
“But unbeknownst to anyone
involved, there was a young woman
that night watching the newscast who
was pregnant and was scheduled for
an abortion at that abortion center in
Fresno the next day,” said Bereit.
“Because she saw those people
peacefully out there with signs and
messages offering free help to those in
unexpected pregnancies, she said, ‘I’m
not going to have that abortion.’
“She reached out to those people,
and she made the decision for life.”
Bereit, co-founder and former CEO
of 40 Days for Life, has seen countless blessings come out of the pro-life
movement since 40 Days was created
in 2004. Along with the deep faith of his
family, his pro-life involvement even
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“We are called to be a people of
hope,” he said. “I believe the pro-life
movement right now is making enormous progress. I am seeing gains on so
many fronts.”
Deacon Geoff Bennett, Vice President of Parish and Community Relations at Catholic Charities, explained
the march is designed to uplift the
Denver community and motivate
pro-lifers for the coming year.
“It’s really going to be a positive
tone,” he said. “It’s celebrating the gift
of life we’ve been given and the inherent
dignity we all have.”

PHOTO BY CARI DEVLIN

As those in attendance make their
way to the capitol, the Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church choir will play
music. Attendees will also enjoy music
by a mariachi band, as well as a variety of cultural dancers, and hear from
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, Superintendent of Catholic Schools Elias
Moo, among other speakers. Finally,
the group will march around the capitol.

Deacon Bennett believes the crowd
will be inspired to continue their efforts
to promote life.
“I hope it’s a realization that life is a
gift,” he said. “Life is not a commodity.
It does come from our creator.
“We hope women realize that’s a
life within them.” he added. “It’s a gift
given to them. Let’s cherish this gift.
This gift will change our lives in a positive manner if only we’re open to what
we’ve been given.”
Bereit is optimistic that Colorado,
the first state to decriminalize abortion
following Roe V. Wade, will be stirred by
the pro-life community that turns out
for the march.
“This is not an event of condemnation or judgment, this is an invitation
for people to accept the love of Christ
and to realize part of that love is how
we welcome children into the world,”
he said.
Bereit wants participants to know
their prayers and actions can do unbelievable things with God’s grace.
“God can use you to save the life of a
child in the womb that’s at risk of abortion,” he said. “God can use you to help
a mother who’s in an unexpected pregnancy who’s scared and doesn’t know
where else to turn.
“God can use you to help somebody
who’s been wounded to find healing.
God can use you to change the world.
“Come out to the Celebrate Life
March and get ready to join in what
God is doing to save even more lives
than ever before, and continue to build
on the great work that he has been
doing through the pro-life movement
in Colorado.”
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A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information
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Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
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Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
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• Pledges & Gifts
$1,090,472.44

All donations are tax deductible
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The Archdiocese
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CELEBRATE LIFE RALLY &
MARCH

Saturday, Jan. 12, 1 p.m.
Colorado State Capitol
See page 15 for Mass info
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More info at cfcsColorado.org

Brendan Moran

Direct: 720-291-0805
brendan@realtor.com
5975 South Quebec St., Suite 100
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
www.MadisonProps.com
bmoran@denverrealestate.com

Integrity Reliability Initiative Sincerity Honesty

Wishing you and all your Loved Ones
a Blessed, Joyful, Peaceful and Holy Christmas!

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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‘This Jesus heals’
Gender Matters Conference to share the truth of God’s love
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

S

ame-sex attraction and gender
identity are among the mosttalked about issues in secular
society.
“To some extent, everybody has
some type of relational or sexual brokenness,” said Scott Elmer, Executive
Director of Evangelization for the Archdiocese of Denver.
“It’s a thing where you’re tempted to
think it’s such a hot button issue, maybe
the Church doesn’t have an answer or
that the Church’s answer would be
incredibly unfulfilling,” he said.
But the Church does have an answer,
and it will be addressed at the Gender
Matters Conference, presented by
Desert Stream Ministries on Jan. 19.
“What Gender Matters and what
Desert Stream does is they say that
Jesus has an answer and that the Father
has given you an identity as his son or

his daughter, and you’ll find fulfillment
there,” said Elmer.
“Even if it’s somebody that’s experienced profound same-sex attraction,
the Lord can actually bring about healing in that.”
Elmer believes that through Desert
Stream, the conference has great potential to heal the hearts of those who
attend.
“Desert Stream Ministries is a ministry which is designed to expose people
to the love of God the Father, receive
their identity in Jesus Christ and heal
the wounds that have come from their
brokenness,” he said.
Although the conference will focus
on same-sex attraction and gender
identity, it will be helpful to all who
struggle with sexual or relational issues.
“The conference is designed for
people that are looking for how Jesus
answers people with this type of brokenness,” said Elmer. “If you come,

you’ll realize that the Lord wants to
restore and bring to fulfillment something in you.”
That fulfillment can come out of
even the most complicated wounds.
“Most of the wounds you and I have
is because of failed relationships,” said
Elmer. “So, it’s actually relationship
that restores that wound. The communal aspect with other Christians is
necessary, too.”
The conference will utilize the
teachings of St. John Paul II and Pope
Benedict, as well as Scripture, to explain
the Church’s position on these issues.
“[Desert Stream] brings people to
the source of healing, which is Jesus,
and then through some teaching, some
ministry and powerful small group
experiences, the Lord ministers healing,” said Elmer.
“The people that have been sent to
it have experienced profound healing,
profound renewed intimacy with Jesus
ACROSS
1

“He is
seated at
the right
___ of the
Father.”
5 Samoan
capital
9 To do this
is forbidden by the
seventh
commandment
14 Netman
Nastase
15 Bugs
16 Madrid
museum
(with “el”)
17 Gone by
18 Car with
removable
panels
19 Relaxes
20 Author of
Ecclesiastes (with
“The”)
(Eccl 1:1)
22 They fed
Elijah (1
Kings
17:2–4)
23 15th letter
of the
Greek
alphabet
24 “For
our ___,
he was
crucified…”
25 Chicken
Little,
for one
26 “…sittin’
in a tree
___”
30 Dose amt.

33 Thorough
view
36 Musical
group
37 In front
39 NT epistle
40 Australian
acacia
41 Congeal
42 Spanish
rice dish
44 Proof
ending
45 Pew
attachment
47 Maximum
(abbr.)
49 Obscene
50 The feast
day of St.
Teresa of
Avila is in
this month
54 An epistle
57 Imaginative
58 Look for
59 Nav.
officer
60 Summer
drinks
61 Italian
composer
62 Tied, as
a score
63 Liturgical
season
64 Ford flop
65 Land of
Sts. Brendan and
Brigid
66 Former
JFK
arrivals

1

2

3

and knowing him in a new and powerful
way.”
Elmer explained that although society strives to make it easy for people
who struggle with these issues by
accepting them without question, “it’s
a false compassion in the sense that we
don’t think that’s the highest dignity
that God called them to live.
“He doesn’t want to just leave them
in brokenness,” he added. “This Jesus
heals.”
Aaron Lambert contributed to this story.

i

GENDER MATTERS
CONFERENCE

Saturday, Jan. 19, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1300 S. Steele St.
$25
Visit gendermatters.eventbrite.com
to register.
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Augustine was
bishop
here
Fright
Japanese
-American
Disengage
Saint of
Padua
Saucer
for the
Eucharist
Composer
Stravinsky
Cleopatra’s
demise
Talks
Grotesque
likeness
Relaxation

12 Capital of
Yemen
13 Setback
cause
21 Statement
of belief
22 Altar
balustrade
24 Place of
the ____
(Mt 27:33)
27 The
Garden
of Eden
might
have been
in this
modernday state
28 Moses was
floated
down this
river in a
basket

29 A gift of
the wise
men
30 Short nail
31 Keep
away from
32 Paris pop
34 americangreetings.
com
product
35 One of
them?
38 This archdiocese
is found
in South
Australia
40 Paul was
shipwrecked
here
42 They fill
the church

43 Alfalfa
46 Legume
48 Sums
50 Group of
religious
51 Waits
52 Incident
53 Reposes
54 Talk
irrationally
55 Had bills
to pay
56 Fourth of
eight, now
57 906, in the
Roman
Empire
59 Gentleman’s
grade
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Get Involved
JANUARY

JANUARY

Celebrate Life Rally and
March

Gender Matters Conference
19 9 a.m., St. John Paul II Center: Bonfils Hall, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, $25
online, $30 at the door. Desert Stream Ministries and the Archdiocese of Denver
invite you to discover the compassion and clarity of Jesus towards persons facing
gender and sexual identity issues. Visit gendermattersdenver.eventbrite.com for
tickets.
JANUARY

Maronite Patriarch Cardinal
Rai’s Visit to Denver
29 1/29 - 1/30, St. Rafka’s Maronite Catholic Church, 2301 Wadsworth Blvd.,
Lakewood. Maronite Patriarch Bechara Peter Cardinal Rai visits Denver for the
first time. A Pontifical Mass on 1/29 at 6:30 p.m. and Grand Banquet on 1/30 at
6:30 p.m. will mark the occasion and are open to the public. RSVP at
cardinalraipatriarchalvisit@missionofhopeandmercy.org.
12 1 p.m., The annual Celebrate Life Rally and March will be held on the west
steps of the state capitol in downtown Denver on Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019. English
Masses will be held at Holy Ghost (11 a.m.) and the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (11:30 a.m.). Spanish Mass will be at St. Joseph’s in Denver
(11:30 a.m.). The rally starts at 1 p.m., with the march following at 2 p.m. Speakers
include David Bereit, co-founder of 40 Days for Life; Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila;
Superintendent of Catholic Schools Elias Moo, and more. Visit respectlifedenver.
org for more details. PHOTO BY CARI ERVIN

JANUARY 1, 2019

IS A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
FEAST OF THE SOLEMENITY OF MARY,
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

THERE’S STILL
TIME TO HELP
PEOPLE IN NEED
THIS YEAR!

We can make her
small dreams big
with your generosity

MAKE YOUR GIVING
WORK FOR YOU!

Give to “Our Greatest Need” or to specific
ministries listed at ccdenver.org/donate.
Support children in need through the
Child Care Contribution Credit and receive
a 50% credit on Colorado state income
taxes. Support one of our shelters through
the Enterprise Zone Tax Credit and receive
a 25% tax credit.

WAYS TO GIVE:

1. Give online at
ccdenver.org/donate

2. Call us and donate over the
phone at 720-799-9311

3. Mail a check payable to
Catholic Charities and mail to
6240 Smith Road, Denver, CO 80216
(must be postmarked by 12/31/18)
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Denver pilgrims prepare for
WYD in Panama

CEMETERY PROPERTY

BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA
carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

The pope invited them, and they
answered. The archdiocese’s largest
pilgrimage group, consisting of 140
young Hispanic Catholics from Ascension Parish in Denver and a few members from other parishes in
the archdiocese —
including Saint
Cajetan, Holy
Cross and
Our Lady
Mother of
the Church
— is preparing
to travel to Panama
to participate in World
Youth Day, taking place Jan.
22-27, with the theme: “I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me
according to your word” (Lk 1:38).
“It’s been an explosion of joy and
enthusiasm since young people in our
parish learned about the event,” said
Sister Marta Lopez, leader at Ascension
Parish and coordinator of the pilgrimage to WYD.
“We have been preparing with smallgroup meetings, studying the documents of the recent Synod of Bishops
on Vocational Discernment,” the religious sister of the community of the
Sacred Heart assured. “They are aware
that they’re going on pilgrimage, but
if someone slipped through to go as a
tourist, the Lord will cast a line and act
in them, too.”
The Auxiliary Bishop of Denver
Jorge Rodriguez will join the different
groups from Denver in their pilgrimage to Panama. “Accompanying the

delegation of Denver youth means to
me receiving their fresh enthusiasm
for the faith, their sincere love for the
Church and the pope. I see this opportunity as a grace that God gives me to be
renewed by the example of these young
men and women,” he said.
Meanwhile, members of the group
from Ascension parish hope the pilgrimage will bear much fruit
personally and for their communities when they return.
Giselle Sanchez, 19, a
member from Saint Augustine Parish in Brighton, said:
“I want to share
my experience
and be a light to
those in darkness. When
I’m back, I
would like to
motivate other youth to evangelize
and to discover the plan that God has
in store for them.”
For Andrade Santiago, 16, from
Saint Cajetan Parish in Denver, WYD
will allow him to see “how people from
other parts of the world show their love
for God. I would also like to find answers
to some of my questions to keep having
faith in Jesus and grow closer to him,”
he said.
With intense preparation, these
young men and women seek to answer
God’s call through Pope Francis, who,
in a video message directed to all the
participants of WYD on Nov. 21, said:
“Take courage, enter within yourselves
and say to God: ‘What do you want from
me?’ Allow God to answer you. Then
you will see how your life is transformed and filled with joy.”
MTYR
spotted at
a Christmas tree
farm! See
page 4 to
learn how
Christmas
is More
Than You
Realize,
and visit
mtyr.org to
for more.

DONATIONS NEEDED

PRAYERS

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy
St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in
virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman
of Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of
all who invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart & humbly
beg to whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for prayers
answered. GHG

MOUNT OLIVET - Three crypts on the
inside of St. Anthony’s Mausoleum, Tier
F, Nos. 72, 73 & 74. Asking price $7,400
ea; discount if purchasing more than
one. Trans fee incl. Please call 303-3454368. PE

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting
place in the Saint Francis Mausoleum:
Sect. 0, Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping
the price to only $7,500 (current value is
$9,200)!! Please call 480-290-0237. PM

MOUNT OLIVET - Idyllic corner resting
place in the desirable Madonna Mausoleum, Level 2, Tier A, Crypt 115. Located
within the sacred chapel. Asking $7,300.
Contact Elizabeth at 303-333-7733. EP
MOUNT OLIVET
Single plot available in a beautiful,
tranquil area: Sect 27, Blk 4, Lot 60,
Gr 2. Asking $3,475, transfer fee
included. Please call 303-429-9323. DC

MOUNT OLIVET - Crypt in the soldout Madonna Mausoleum, Niche #12A,
Tier B, first level. Peaceful resting place
near the lake with easy access. Price is
$7,600. Please call 303-741-4560; leave
msg. KP
MOUNT OLIVET - Single plot in the
lovely older area - Sect. 27, Blk 3, Lot 22,
Gr 3. Located near the lake with easy
access from the road. Asking $4,000,
transfer fee included. Please call 970380-4446. SF

OLINGER HIGHLANDS - THORNTON
Two adjoining plots in Victory North:
Sp. 2D, #1 & 2. Asking $8,050 OBO, incl
one casket & trans fees (total pkg value
is over $12,000). Will sell separately.
Please call for more info: 720-280-9358.
DB

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

IN THANKSGIVING
DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH
AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving
medical equipment for the community.
Donate wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower benches, hospital beds
etc. Call Dominican Home Health
Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18.
www.dominicanhha.org

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC DEAF
MINISTRY - an outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the
front range with signed & interpreted
Masses, religious education for deaf
children & adults, Sacramental Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us through
our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.
com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM
signed mass at St. Bernadette Church.

MOUNT OLIVET
Single plot with spectacular mountain
views west of the lake in Sect 31, Blk 5,
Lot 58. Price is $3400, transfer fee incl.
Please call 303-425-1559. KB

H
I
P
P
O

A
L
A
R
M

N
I
S
E
I

T
A
C
K

S
H
U
N

P
E
R
E

R
A
V
E

O
W
E
D

M
A
R
S

D
A
E
N
T
T
A C H
C R O
H E N
E Y
A D
D
P
E L E
L E W
A N S
I T
D I
E L

P
A
T
E
N
E
C
A
R
D
C
E
E

Thank you to the Blessed Virgin and to
Saint Jude for prayers answered and
blessings bestowed. EH
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$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230
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FOR RENT

ELECTRICAL

CONDO FOR RENT - Newly remod-

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES

eled top floor 2bdrm, 2bath condo at
Windsor Gardens (55 yrs+) w/enclosed
lanai & underground parking space.
No pets/no smoking. $1500/mo. Call
303-656-0240.

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING
CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF
YOUR HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements. Family business; Senior
discount. Free estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!

FLOORING SERVICES

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,

**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of January!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 17 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021

Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners
& water heaters! Free equipment
replacement estimates. Family owned &
operated since 1957. Members of St.
Joseph Church for 40+ yrs. Call 303-5711171, No. CO 970-482-7520. For important
info & latest news:
heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CLEANING SERVICES
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc...
all your construction needs.

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - End of year special:

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN & REMODELING
SERVICES - Retired contractor with
30+ years professional exp., staying
busy by helping people with home
projects! Free estimates. Please call Jay
at 303-453-9374.

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL

PET SITTING & HOUSE
SITTING SERVICES

CUT RATE HAULING

EXPERIENCED HOUSE & PET
SITTING - North metro area. Retired

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS

PLUMBING

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair
lifts, etc. Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200
or email glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

Disposals, faucets, water pressure
valves, drain cleaning, pipes, water
heaters, sump pumps, toilets, sprinkler
repair & install. www.vertecservices.
com for coupons!!

MOVING COMPANIES

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY

Free estimates! Also, remodeling or
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner
at St. Bernadette. See our reviews at
Yelp & Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
ssssPlease call 303-587-6200ssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING
Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting
- 720-320-1841

PATIOS

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free
estimates. Call 720-320-1841

woman with 40+ yrs experience in pet
& house sitting. I will take care of your
pet, in your home, as if they were my
own! References. Call 720-326-9699.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? - 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing &
heating repair & replacement. Serving
Denver Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+
Rating BBB. $50 senior discount with
ad. 303-766-4300

REMODELING
HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Classifieds

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC

SUPERINTENDENT OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF KANSAS CITY IN KANSAS

Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price
on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

ROOF REPAIR
DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time
to schedule a winterization! Lawn
sprinkler install/repairs, sod install.
Lifetime warranty, fast service. Call
303- 523-5859. www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

This position serves as the Archbishop’s
delegate for Catholic education and
guards the Catholicity and academic
excellence of Catholic schools operating
within the Archdiocese of Kansas City in
Kansas. The Superintendent serves as
a Spiritual Leader for the Archdiocesan
School Community and is responsible
for overseeing the ongoing faith
formation of presidents, principals,
administrators, faculty & school staffs.
The role oversees the School Office
which provides programmatic support
and strategic guidance for 42 schools
and approx. 1200 staff members across
12,500 sq. miles in 30+ public school
districts. The Superintendent advises
the Archbishop in matters related to
schools and Catholic education. Visit
www.archkck.org/jobs for a complete
job description. Qualified individuals
should submit a cover letter, resume
and application (available on website) to:
jobs@archkck.org, title: Superintendent.
Deadline is January 11th, 2019.

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!
It’s easy:
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*
 Tell your friends!

MDK REMODELING
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing &
Removal 23 years in Business! Free
Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org
**READERS**

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

Service Directory |

HELP WANTED

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

Classifieds

ROOFING & GUTTERS

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business. Free estimates; senior discount.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

Service Directory |

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing
any product or
service advertised.
Publication of
advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.
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Perspectives

Books for Christmas

T

ake a stand against the electronification of everything
— give (real) books this Christmas. Some recommendations:
Paul: A Biography, by N.T. Wright
(HarperOne): Dr.
GEORGE Wright’s
WEIGEL remarkable
ability to
The Catholic Difference
explicate
George Weigel is a
the New
distinguished senior
Testament
fellow of the Ethics and
gives familPublic Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
iar passages
new
depths of
meaning.
His reconstruction
of what
Saul of
Tarsus
experienced
on the
Damascus road
is deeply
moving,
even thrilling. And in this season of
Catholic anger and grief, Wright’s
analysis of Paul’s pastoral struggles is
a helpful reminder that the Church
has always been something of a mess.
Vatican I: The Council and the
Making of the Ultramontane Church,
by John
W. O’Malley, SJ
(The
Belknap
Press of
Harvard
University
Press):
Father
O’Malley
completes
his conciliar trilogy
(which
includes works on Trent and Vatican
II) with a nicely rendered account
of Vatican I that’s fair to all those
involved in some serious ecclesiastical elbow-throwing. Now that
ultramontanism — an excessively
Petrocentric concept of the Church
— has migrated from the starboard to
the port side of the Barque of Peter,
Vatican I is also useful in explaining why that 19th-century council’s
work had to be completed by Vatican

II’s Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church.
The Disputed Teachings of Vatican
II: Continuity and Reversal in Catholic Doctrine, by Thomas G. Guarino
(Eerdmans):
As the
Church
continues
to debate
the legacy
of the
Second
Vatican
Council,
Father
Guarino’s
carefully
crafted
argument that Vatican II was a council of development, not rupture, is
a much-needed antidote to some
current oversimplifications. It’s the
perfect gift for both the Tradinista
millennial who has no idea why Vatican II was necessary and for those
who believe the Catholic Church does
“paradigm shifts.”
The Last Homily: Conversations
with Fr. Arne Panula, edited by Mary
Eberstadt
(Emmaus
Road):
Want a
window
into why
the New
Evangelization has
engaged
hundreds
of young
professionals
in the
nation’s capital over the past decade
or so? Mrs. Eberstadt’s conversations with the leader of that effort,
recorded in the months before his
death, introduce those who never met
Father Arne to a model priest and
spiritual director — and remind those
who knew and loved him how privileged we were to enjoy his company
and to glimpse sanctity and intelligence working in tandem.
How Catholic Art Saved the Faith:
The Triumph of Beauty and Truth in
Counter-Reformation Art, by Elizabeth Lev (Sophia Institute Press):
You’ve never really seen a painting
or a sculpture until you’ve “seen”
it through the discerning eye of

Elizabeth
Lev, a
master
teacher
and guide.
In our
confused
culture,
beauty
just might
create
new pathways to
truth and
goodness; Professor Lev’s story of
how something like that happened
500 years ago is thus evangelically
challenging and pastorally suggestive
for missionary disciples today.
In the Hurricane’s Eye: The Genius
of George Washington and the Victory
at Yorktown, by Nathaniel Philbrick
(Viking): At a moment in which American public
officials
too often
act like
petulant
toddlers,
it’s good
to remember that
character
counts in
politics
and that
insight,
courage,
and selflessness can rally the confused,
the cowardly, and the self-centered
to act for the common good. That was
Washington’s great accomplishment in
the months leading up to the decisive
American victory at Yorktown in October 1781: By force of character, he held
together a tottering revolution even as
he displayed a shrewd understanding
of how seapower shapes history.
Vatican Flags: Keys & Crowns
Since 1800 – The Flags of the Papal
States and
Today’s
Vatican,
by William M.
Becker
(North
American
Vexillogical Association): I’ve
been a flag
buff since
childhood.

But until a few months ago, I hadn’t
known there was a discipline called
“Vexillology” (the study of flags),
or that it had an association. I’m
glad I found out, as Father Becker’s
beautifully illustrated book is full of
wonderful flags (like the naval ensign
flying on a papal warship), even as it
offers a brief course in modern Vatican history. Get it from the association by going to the “Shop” tab at the
Web site: nava.org.
Corduroy Mansions, The Dog Who
Came in from the Cold, and A Conspiracy of Friends, by Alexander McCall
Smith:
This series
of charming novels
features a
winsome
Pimlico
terrier
named
Freddie
de la Haye
and a cast
of human
characters
whose
foibles
McCall
Smith
treats
with
humor
and deep
sympathy.
It’s the
literary
equivalent
of comfort
food. And
as this
year has taught us, we all need that
from time to time.
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Living the Liturgical Year as a family

C

hristmas and family go
together as we gather to celebrate one of the holiest feasts
of the year and to honor each other
with presents and meals together.
Christmas
DR. R.
involves
JARED
many
STAUDT
family
traditions,
The Catholic Reader
but the
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
liturgical
husband and father of six,
year should
the director of formation for
shape our
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
family life
writer, and insatiable reader.
year-round.
There are a
few recent books, including the re-release of a classic, that can inspire us to
enhance the faith life of our family.
Kendra Tierney’s The Catholic All
Year Compendium: Liturgical Living
for Real Life (Ignatius, 2018) gives
helpful practical suggestions. Tierney,
a mother of nine, offers insights from
her own experience to extend the
celebration of the feasts and seasons
into family life: making each Friday
and Sunday distinct, remembering
baptism and name days, and developing family traditions for the important
days of the Christian year. She engages
questions of how to navigate Advent as
a time of preparation, how to integrate
St. Nick and Santa, when to put up the

tree, how to give presents, etc., but also
looks at how to bring the same level of
festivity to the Epiphany, Fat Tuesday,
Lent, Easter, All Saints, and the feasts
of saints throughout the year.
Sophia Institute Press has just
released some important books on
this topic as well. The first one is from
Maria von Trapp — yes, the real-life
star of The Sound of Music — entitled
Around the Year with the von Trapp
Family (1955, republished 2018). She
explains how her family’s Catholic
traditions were the soil that sustained
them in their trans-Atlantic flight
from Nazism, noting that “they have
grown out of times and from people
who found it natural to carry over
their beliefs into the forms of every
day life. . . . If some of my readers find
in this book hints that will make Catholic home life more warm and expressive of our religion, bringing children
and parents closer together, I will feel
happy in the thought that the transplanted tree has been able to thank its
new country by passing on some of its
strength that the earth brought here
around its roots” (xx-xxi). The book
also offers practical suggestions for
the liturgical year, but I recommend
especially the final three chapters on
Sunday, daily life, and making family
customs a feast in themselves.
The ever-insightful Father James

Schall offers a more theoretical explanation of the liturgical year in The
Reason for the Seasons: Why Christians
Celebrate What and When They Do
(Sophia 2018), explaining the historical, cultural and spiritual underpinning of the great feasts. Schall defends
the festivity of Christmas against
those embarrassed by its true meaning: “We are joyful. We experience a
sense of hilarity because the faith is
true. We dance, sing, laugh, and are
rowdy because we discover that the
risk of God in creating and redeeming
all of us was worthy of Him” (19). Yet,
he also points to the equally important
need for the stillness, peace, and rigor
of penance to anticipate true festivity, found in the Advent and Lenten
seasons: “Lent is not the season ‘to be
jolly,’ though it is not a time of sadness
either. Rather, it makes us aware that
we are involved in a mystery of disorder that passes through each of our
souls” (116).
Sophia also offers us a helpful reference in Helen Hoffner’s Catholic
Traditions & Treasures: An Illustrated
Encyclopedia (2018). Unlike the other
texts, it does not focus exclusively on
the “Church Year” (which it treats
in chapter three), but provides an
overview of the exterior forms of the
Church, including her hierarchy, sacraments, devotions, art and books.

Sections such as “Catholicism in
the Home,” “Devotional Aids,” and
“What Catholics Wear” will also help
us to live the faith in the home. For
instance, Hoffner relates that “Catholics are encouraged to set aside space
in their homes for prayer. . . . Prayer
corners in a home show the importance of prayer. A comfortable chair
and a table with a Bible and a rosary
remind family members to pray
throughout the day” (74).
Finally, Michael Foley’s Drinking
with Saint Nick: Christmas Cocktails
for Sinners and Saints (Regnery, 2018)
enhances our cheer with a sequel
to the wildly popular Drinking with
the Saints. Like the first volume,
Foley offers drinks to accompany
the liturgical year, this time focusing
on Advent and Christmas. Given the
reprint of her book, we can take Maria
von Trapp’s punch recipe as an example, given by Foley for the Twelve
Days of Christmas. The recipe calls
for sliced pineapple, oranges, lemon
and orange juice and rinds, cherries,
sugar, cinnamon, vanilla, water,
claret, rum, and champagne (see page
108 for proportions).
Christmas is a wonderful time of
year to connect with family and to
celebrate our faith. Let’s keep up the
festivity all year as we integrate the
liturgical seasons into our daily life.

Helping our kids be charitable in the world

I

am increasingly drawn to stories
of youngsters in our community, and across the globe, who
are stepping up to help others. This
Generation Z, or Gen Z, is proactive
in finding
solutions
KYLE
to issues
DYER
and setting goals
Kyle Dyer, of Kyle Dyer
to make
Storytelling, is a former TV
a positive
news anchor who hosts the
impact.
monthly Engage events for
Catholic Charities. See more
Gen Z
at ccdenver.org/kylescorner.
is a hopeful bunch.
They’re optimistic not only about
what our communities, our country
and our world can become, but they
are also confident that they have the
power to help and make things better.
Their age doesn’t hold them back.
When I approach any story, I
search out “the why” someone is

motivated to do what they do. In
helping Catholic Charities of Denver
tell its life-changing stories, I’ve come
across some inspiring examples,
recently published in the quarterly
Charity Works and collected at ccdenver.org/kylescorner.
“For Grace’s 12th birthday party,
she asked family and friends to collect
toiletries and help her pack 100 sack
lunches for residents at Samaritan
House.” (Charity runs in the family,
as Grace’s grandfather is Michael Sinnett, the Vice President of Shelters at
Catholic Charities.)
Grace wants those with nowhere
to live to realize that they are special,
that they are loved and supported.
Grace is considering doing something
similar when she turns 13 in June.
As parents, don’t we all want our
own children to think of others and to
be charitable?
Gen Z is made up of those born

between the mid-1990s and mid2000s. Their world is way more complex than when I grew up. They’re
keenly aware of what’s going on and
they’re reacting. They are peeling
away at some of the uncertainty,
unrest and unhappiness by galvanizing each other to make a positive difference and be charitable.
This is a generation unlike anything we’ve seen before. They are
realistic and resourceful. They may
see stories of injustice, war, violence
and natural disasters through their
social media accounts. They watch,
read and listen to how hearts are
mended and communities are rebuilt
through love and people simply being
compassionate to one another. They
say, “Why can’t I do that?” And they
do it!
Parents, engage with your children,
ask them to identify a problem they
see in society. What is one thing they

would like to help change? Ask them
how they would solve that problem.
Here’s another inspiring story
from Catholic Charities. Tabitha,
13, who has younger siblings, was
inspired to do something for women
in crisis pregnancies.
“I have always had babies in danger
of abortion and their mothers, fathers,
and families very close to my heart,
because of my little siblings,” Tabitha
wrote in a note, published with her
story in Charity Works. “They have
shown me that children and babies
are people; and how precious and
invaluable those people are.”
Tabitha’s baby shower for Marisol
Health resulted in baby clothing,
boxes of diapers and six car seats.
That is inspiration for this season and
year-round.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas of
love, compassion and engagement!
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

