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‘Forgiveness is a decision’
Abuse survivor shares her journey of healing and faith

At the age of five,
Pat was abused
by a priest at her
family’s parish in
San Jose, California. Now a Denver
resident, she came
forward in 2002 to
share her story and
began a journey of
healing which led
her to forgive her
abuser, a process
through which the
Church and her
faith in Jesus Christ
greatly helped.
PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

‘G

rowing up, Pat was a strong
Catholic with a deep passion for her faith.

“I knew all of the responses before
Vatican II,” she said. “I knew all of the
altar boy responses in Latin. I even

knew what they meant.”
That foundation of faith
has carried Pat through
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Archbishop’s Column

Crisis response must remember the spiritual stakes

E

veryone expected the meeting
of bishops this past week to be
monumentally important, but
no one expected the Vatican to intervene the way it did. Even though I was
disappointed that my fellow bishops
and I could not vote on accountability
measures, the situation underscored
the dual spiritual realities that souls
are at stake and that we bishops serve
with and under the Holy Father.
It transcends human thinking that,
despite St. Peter’s weakness, Christ
entrusted the care of the Church to
him, calling upon St. Peter’s love for
him and exhorting him to “feed my
sheep.” Indeed, when every bishop
is consecrated, he makes a promise to build up the Body of Christ,
the Church, and to remain in union
with the order of bishops, under the
authority of St. Peter the Apostle.
Without this divinely-instituted
structure, the Church would risk fracturing into individual camps, as we
saw with the Protestant Reformation.
Therefore, my brother bishops and
I did not move ahead with a vote on
the measures before us and heeded
the request to wait for the February
meeting of bishops’ conference presidents on the abuse crisis. We believe in
God’s guidance of the Church through
the successor of St. Peter, even if it
requires a painful period of waiting.
The meetings began with a day
of prayer and fasting by the bishops.
The first reading for the day was
taken from Daniel 9:3-19. The prayer
is powerful and one worth praying
with. The words that struck my heart
deeply were, “[We] have not obeyed
the voice of the Lord our God.” Daniel
mentions it three times in his prayer
as he acknowledges the guilt and
rebellion of Israel.
At certain moments, I have felt that

we are living in Old Testament times,
when the People of Israel would move
to listening to the ways of the culture
and the world rather than by the Word
of God and faithfulness to him. Whenever we fail to listen to the voice of
God as revealed in Scriptures and most
especially the Gospels, sin, turmoil
and confusion ensues. This, too, is seen
in the history of the Church.
Saint Bernard of Clairvaux’s 1140
sermon “On Conversion,” delivered
to clergy at the University of Paris,
lamented the sins of some priests
including the distressing presence
of avarice, ambition, pride, iniquity,
luxury, fornication, adultery, incest
and homosexual activity. In today’s
crisis, these same sins are present
and are a failure to listen to the voice
of Jesus Christ, having faith in his
promises and truth. Today, we are
also much more aware of the various
personality disorders that are present
in some of the clergy. The darkness
today is horrific as it involves minors.
The spiritual battle that we are in
today is real, a battle between good
and evil, Jesus Christ and the Devil,
the voice of God and the voice of the
Evil One and of the world. Every
bishop, priest, deacon and lay Catholic
must ask, “Whose voice do I listen to?
Who forms my heart?” The eyes of
our hearts and souls must be fixed on
Jesus Christ, desiring the salvation
of souls and complete faithfulness to
him. Beginning with St. Paul VI to
Pope Francis, every pope has called us
to deeper intimacy, a deeper encounter with Jesus Christ. Only intimacy
with the Father, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit, faithfulness to the beatitudes,
the graces of the sacraments, and the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy
will bring healing to our Church and
world.

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
DEC. 2: Mass Installation of Fr. Gregory
Cioch, Christ The King, Denver (10:00 a.m.)

DEC. 7: Mass of Reparation and Healing,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, Denver (5:30 p.m.)
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At the bishops’ meeting in Baltimore, my brother bishop, Bishop
Strickland asked: ‘How was Archbishop McCarrick allowed to continue in his sinful, predatory behavior
if the Church truly believes that
homosexual acts are wrong?’ His
assertion — which I agree with — is
that we have forgotten or not sufficiently believed in sin and its consequences. Just as the saints make a
great impact on the life of the Church
for the good, so do great sin and evil
impact the Church negatively. When
we downplay the severity of sin and
the need for conversion, our lukewarmness appears to weaken Christ’s
salvation.
The Evil One wants to minimize
sin because it allows him to entrench
himself in our hearts and destroy our
souls out of hatred for God, in whose
image we are created. He also wants
to convince us that sins can be completely “private,” without affecting
others. However, although our own
sins are personal, they are never private. Personal sins impact the Church
and its common good. With the Archbishop McCarrick situation and each
case of abuse, every bishop must ask,
“Am I acknowledging and acting to
prevent and heal the damage of the
sin committed? Am I keeping in mind
that souls are at stake?”
In addition to the practical measures we have been taking, the longterm solution to this crisis is fidelity to
the Gospel and belief in the salvation
won for us by Christ. We must follow
the model Christ laid out for us in
reconciling St. Peter to himself. He did
not minimize or explain away Peter’s
betrayal, instead he called him to

repent and love him. Once Peter had
reaffirmed his love for Jesus, he was
commissioned with feeding and protecting the flock (Cf. Acts 21:15-19).
As we await word from the Holy
See after the February meeting, I
want to assure you, the faithful of the
archdiocese, that we will continue our
longstanding efforts to provide a safe
environment for children, work with
survivors who seek our assistance,
and uphold the high standards that we
have had in place for the past several
years. Many of you have participated in
these programs and know them well.
You are also aware that we require
every employee of the Archdiocese of
Denver — including the bishops — to
sign and abide by a code of conduct.
As we celebrate Thanksgiving this
week, let us lift our hearts in gratitude
to the Father for the gift of his son
Jesus and the gift of salvation that he
offers us. He is the greatest gift that
anyone can ever receive! Let us pray
in gratitude for the many faithful
bishops, priests and deacons who
serve the Church. Let us pray for the
conversion of the clergy and laity,
that all of us may grow in deeper faith,
trust and confidence in Jesus and
invite others to come to know him.
And finally, let us pray that we may
listen ever more faithfully to the voice
of God, especially as we begin Advent
on Dec. 2. Let us beg the Lord to open
the ears of our hearts and souls to the
voice of Jesus and his tender love and
mercy for each of us. Thank you to all
of you who have offered your heartfelt prayers for our clergy and for the
local and universal Church, and may
our Lord richly bless you!
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Archbishop Aquila issues letter
to Regis University community
The Archdiocese of Denver and Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila issued the following letter Nov. 13 in response to recent
reports of the Provost of Regis University
promoting teaching practices and urging
faculty support for gender fluidity. These
actions were not approved by the archdiocese and they do not conform with
Church teaching. The letter has been
slightly shortened for length.

D

ear Regis University community and all concerned faithful,
It recently came to my
attention that Provost Janet Houser
is using her position of influence to
advance gender ideology in several
ways at Regis University that conflict
with the Catholic faith.
These efforts were detailed in an
October 29th email to faculty members from Provost Houser and the
Queer Resource Alliance (QRA). The
provost and QRA’s guidance includes
encouraging faculty to attend a student
drag show, not using gender-specific
pronouns in class, avoiding phrases
that reinforce the gender binary, such
as “ladies and gentlemen,” assigning
texts from “queer, and especially transgender, authors,” and warning teachers
not to take attendance using the official
roster, since this might involve accidentally using a student’s “dead name.”
Some of the lay faithful of the archdiocese have brought this matter to my
attention, since as archbishop it is my
responsibility to ensure that Catholic
institutions maintain their Catholic
identity. I want you to know that Regis
University never discussed any of these
initiatives with me or my staff, and that
this guidance is not in conformity with
the Catholic faith, despite the attempts
made to justify it as rooted in Jesuit
values.
On the contrary, Pope Francis has
repeatedly decried the promotion of
gender fluidity as a type of ideological
colonization. Speaking to the bishops
of Poland in 2016, he said, “In Europe,
America, Latin America, Africa, and in
some countries of Asia, there are genuine forms of ideological colonization
taking place. And one of these — I will
call it clearly by its name — is [the ideology of ] ‘gender.’ Today children —
children! — are taught in school that
everyone can choose his or her sex. Why
are they teaching this?”
I echo the Holy Father’s question.
Why is Regis University promoting and

teaching an ideology that is contrary to
what we know from the Scriptures? In
Genesis we read, “God created mankind
in his image … male and female he created them” (Gen. 1:27).
In Amoris Laetitia 56, the Holy
Father addresses the errors of this ideology in greater detail. He wrote, “Yet
another challenge is posed by the various forms of an ideology of gender that
‘denies the difference and reciprocity
in nature of a man and a woman and
envisages a society without sexual
differences, thereby eliminating the
anthropological basis of the family.
This ideology leads to educational programmes and legislative enactments
that promote a personal identity and
emotional intimacy radically separated
from the biological difference between
male and female. Consequently, human
identity becomes the choice of the
individual, one which can also change
over time.’ It is a source of concern
that some ideologies of this sort, which
seek to respond to what are at times
understandable aspirations, manage
to assert themselves as absolute and
unquestionable, even dictating how
children should be raised. It needs to be
emphasized that ‘biological sex and the
sociocultural role of sex (gender) can
be distinguished but not separated.’”
This deconstruction of human sexuality has already introduced great
confusion into society and it is not in
conformity with the Catholic faith. As
Pope Francis emphasizes in Amoris
Laetitia 56, we must “not fall into the
sin of trying to replace the Creator. We
are creatures, and not omnipotent. Creation is prior to us and must be received
as a gift ...”
For those who struggle with their
sexual identity, it is important to accompany them with compassion, helping
them to encounter Jesus Christ, who
can bring them healing and lead them to
their true identity as sons or daughters
of the Father, unlike the false freedom
promoted by gender theory.
Jesus teaches us in the Gospels both
the importance of listening and speaking
the truth with charity. Truth and charity
are inseparable, and one cannot claim to
be acting charitably while disregarding
or leading others away from the truth.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver
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Capuchin Poor Clares celebrate 30 years in Denver
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ
vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

T

he first Capuchin Poor Clares
who set foot in the Mile-High
city to stay arrived on the
chilly morning of Nov. 17, 1988, from
the Mexican city of Irapuato. Ten sisters had been chosen from among the
numerous 42 members that resided in
their former monastery, and they were
ready to establish the third monastery
of Capuchin Poor Clares in the country.
Thirty years later, they say they are
overall grateful for the help and support
they have received from people, and in
their gratitude celebrated a Mass for
their anniversary presided by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila at Our Lady of
Light Monastery in Denver on Nov. 17.
“What we experience the most is
gratefulness to God and to the people
that have supported us so much,” said
Mother Maria de Cristo, abbess of Our
Lady of Light Monastery. “Certainly, the
community hasn’t grown that much but

God has manifested himself through
the many people that have touched
our lives and the people that have been
touched by ours.”
Six out of the eight sisters currently
living at Our Lady of Light Monastery
in the Highlands form part of the original group of 10 that answered the call
by the Capuchin Provincial Minister of
the Mid-America Province Charles J.
Chaput, now Archbishop of Philadelphia
and former Archbishop of Denver, to
open the first Capuchin Poor Clare monastery in the province. Today, the order
counts with two young women who are
aspirants to enter the community.
Mother Maria de Cristo emphasized
the importance of the Capuchin spirituality of trusting in God’s providence,
which in the past few years has also
taken the form of building a new monastery and receiving more vocations.
“When we arrived, the archdiocese
graciously provided us with a place
to begin. It was a parish rectory that
we have adapted as a monastery,” she
said. “Now, the neighborhood is too

PHOTO BY ANYA SEMENOFF

populated and loud to live a contemplative life, so we hope to build a monastery
according to our lifestyle.”
The sisters had originally purchased
land in Watkins eight years ago, hoping
to build a monastery there, but the busyness of oil companies led them to resell
the land and look for a different option.
They are now hoping to begin building their new monastery next year in
Byers, on a piece of land donated by a
family of the same town.
“We hope that this new monastery

Saint Dominic Parish

BISHOP JORGE RODRÍGUEZ

HOLIDAY
MERCADO

presents a Spiritual Journey to

PORTUGAL & SPAIN
MARCH 14 - 23, 2019

will have a much better contemplative
environment for us all and also for vocations,” Mother Maria de Cristo said.
Meanwhile, the Capuchin Poor
Clares continue to pray for Denver and
the Church.
“That is where our spiritual fruitfulness for the Church comes from,”
Mother Maria de Cristo concluded. “We
don’t live an intimist life, but rather,
we’re here to offer up our lives and sacrifices for the Church and the needs in
the world.”
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SUPPORT
CATHOLIC
EDUCATION THIS
GIVING SEASON
Your gift through Colorado Gives Day goes directly to help families
seeking Catholic education. The Archdiocese of Denver is blessed
to have 36 Catholic schools serving over 8,500 students.
A donation to Seeds of Hope helps make a transformative
Catholic education financially possible for any family who
seeks it across the Archdiocese of Denver.

Coloradogives.org/SeedsofHope

Your donation to Bishop Machebeuf High School provides
tuition assistance to support academically strong students
with character and courage to stand as tomorrow’s leaders.

Coloradogives.org/Machebeuf

A donation to Holy Family High School helps to keep
tuition affordable, maintain high quality education, and form
the next generation of Catholic leaders.

Coloradogives.org/HolyFamilyHighSchool
Select
donations
may qualify
you for a pair
of spirit
socks.

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!
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Moving from pain to forgiveness

«1

a remarkable journey of
strength and forgiveness.
She’s remained in the
Church her entire life — despite the
abuse she suffered at the hands of a
priest at just five years old.
REMEMBERING
Pat came forward about the abuse
in 2002. It took several years, not
because she was hesitant to talk about
what happened, but because she didn’t
remember it.
“I was gifted with repressed memories of the abuse,” said Pat. “I had no
[recollection] of it at all until I was 48
years old.”
Psychologists say that repressed
memories are unconsciously blocked
by the mind because they are connected
to a trauma. Although Pat couldn’t
remember the experience for decades,
its impact lingered. She has dealt with
clinical depression her entire life, and,
starting in 2001, that depression worsened for a reason she couldn’t place.
The next year, the abuse scandal
broke in the Catholic Church and Pat

began to realize what had happened to
her. While sitting at Mass at Spirit of
Christ Catholic Community in Arvada,
Pat listened as Monsignor Robert
Kinkel, the pastor at the time, read a
letter from then-Archbishop of Denver
Charles Chaput addressing the scandal.
“There was just this sense that came
over me that said, ‘It’s ok,’” said Pat.
“Within two to three months of that is
when my memories started returning.”
Pat was abused for three months
in San Jose, Calif. by the pastor of her
family’s parish.
Once the memories flooded back,
she decided to call Spirit of Christ and,
within 30 minutes, found herself in
Msgr. Kinkel’s office telling him her
story.
“He was listening to my story and
witnessing the pain I was in, the tears,
the sobbing,” she said.
Pat had been a friend of the pastor for
years and felt comfortable opening up.
“There was a sense of relief of
being able to reveal what happened
to me to the appropriate levels of our
Church,” she said. “Father Bob played

Pat holds
a rosary
and a
necklace with
charms
representing
“survivor,”
“faith,”
and more.
PHOTO BY
ANDREW WRIGHT

an [integral] role in the healing process
for me.
“He stood in the gap,” she continued.
“He took all of my anger and my venom.
I was free to scream and yell and curse,
and curse the man who did this to me.
I went to reconciliation over and over
and over, trying to deal with the murderous anger that I had inside of me.”
Dr. Christina Lynch, Director of Psychological Services at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, explained the
importance of opening up about traumatic experiences.

“We all need to talk about traumatic
experiences rather than just bury them
where they continue to live and fester
and manifest in destructive ways,” she
said. “Toxic memories need to be integrated into the fabric of our lives, rather
than hidden away or buried.”
Because she was abused in California, Pat was unsure what the Archdiocese of Denver would be able to do
about it.
But Msgr. Kinkel sent her to talk to
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, who was in charge
of dealing with abuse allegations at the

Your Gift of $100 Could Help:
• Provide overnight shelter for four people
• Supply 400 diapers for newborns
• Buy a bus pass for one month
• Feed 58 people at Samaritan House
On behalf of Catholic Charities,
Kyle Dyer encourages you to
donate on Tuesday, December 4th!
Your Colorado Gives Day donation will go a
long way in helping provide basic necessities to
those in the greatest need in our community

Donate at:

coloradogives.org/ccdenver

SEVEN MINISTRIES, ONE PURPOSE

TO SERVE ALL PEOPLE
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time. Pat would have to share her testimony with him before the case could
move on to San Jose.
“I was terrified,” she said. “But the
Holy Spirit was with me and allowed
me to have the courage [to speak]. I
just kept getting strengthened to tell
my truth.”
Monsignor Fryar didn’t just listen —
he took action.
“What Denver did about it was facilitate me getting my story back to San
Jose where this priest was still living at
the time,” she said, “and to get a police
investigation opened as well as getting
help for the tremendous cost of care
for me.”
Pat was grateful for Msgr. Fryar’s
help.
“When he met with me and when he
heard my story, he was so gentle and so
sweet and immediately said, ‘We believe
you 100 percent,’” she said.
“It didn’t come back from my abuser,
but it came back from the larger system
of which my abuser was part. It set me
on a road to healing and to understanding that our Church has a lot of problems. But our Church is still the true
Church of Jesus Christ.”

HEALING
Healing from abuse is complex —
perhaps even more so when the abuser
is a central figure in your faith. Separating that person from God isn’t easy.
But Pat knew she needed her Catholic faith to work through the trauma.
“When you’re confronted with a
darkness in you — whether it’s your own
making or something awful happened to
you — a person needs to face into that,
embrace it and move through it if you
want to grow closer to God,” she said.
“There’s just no other route. I see a
lot of people trying to do a lot of other
things and get there in a whole other
way. In my opinion, in situations like
this, there just isn’t another path. That
was my path. I whole-heartedly, with
complete abandon, embraced what was
happening to me.”
Pat joined an online chat group with
other survivors to cope with the pain.
“When an abused person hears
the stories of another abused person,
it reduces that shame and often gives
the person the incentive to talk about
and work through their own traumatic
experience,” said Dr. Lynch.
And although forgiveness was “the
last thing” on Pat’s mind when she was

sorting through her memories, she came
to understand how necessary it was.
“Forgiveness is a decision, not a feeling,” she said. “I knew that, and I made
the decision that I was going to head out
on this path. I did not want to live the
rest of my life in this angry, bitter space.
I was hurting myself, I was hurting my
family members, my children. I was not
a happy person.”
Pat took the advice someone gave at
a retreat: to picture her abuser when
praying about forgiveness during the
Our Father. Although it took time for
her mind to formulate his face, it eventually happened.
“The day that I prayed that prayer
and his entire face became in focus for
me was the day it was finished,” she said.
“I laid it down.”
But the pain of abuse doesn’t simply
go away.
“I do still struggle with it,” said Pat.
“There’s times where I think, ‘If you
hadn’t done that to me, how much different would my life have been?’”
Hearing about the Grand Jury
Report that came out of Pennsylvania was incredibly difficult. Pat often
thought about leaving the Church.
“And the thought kept coming

through my mind of the scripture verse,
‘Oh Lord, to whom shall I go?’ (John
6:68).
“With my love of the Eucharist and
my community at Spirit of Christ, I
don’t have a choice but to stand and
witness to what happened,” she said.
Pat is disappointed when others leave
the Church because of a priest’s actions.
“That breaks my heart,” she said.
“There really are a lot of good priests. I
have been blessed with beautiful priests
in my life.”
Pat found a home at Spirit of Christ,
where she has been a parishioner for
40 years. She remains grateful for the
Archdiocese of Denver’s support and
system of dealing with abuse allegations, and for the positive experience
she had coming forward.
“Archbishop Aquila has continued
the set path for the Denver archdiocese
to deal with this crisis straight up,” she
said. “And I’ve got to respect that.
“I think my experience is kind of
rare,” she added. “But I think people
need to know that it can happen. Part
of the reason it happened is because I
said it’s going to happen this way.
“And God gave me the gifts to keep
moving forward.”

Help

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
provide for those in need

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul serves in the name of God
to provide for those in need. Go to COLORADOGIVES.ORG/SVDP
and help us feed, clothe and shelter the poor
with a donation on Colorado Gives Day, December 4th
Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/SVDP

The John Paul II Outdoor Lab awakens Catholic
school youth to relationship with Jesus Christ
through mountain experiences, integrating faith
and science, and providing an opportunity to
discover the living God in His creation.

Donate at:

www.jp2outdoorlab.org or www.coloradogives.org/JohnPaulIIAdventureInstitute

The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery
embody their core values of
common prayer, community life and
hospitality. These values continue
to shape their monastic tradition of
contemplation and prayer for the world
as together they seek God in community.

Donate at:
www.ColoradoGives.org/BenetHillMonastery
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Please support
Contribute to our shelter.

Everyday an average of 200 guests pass through our doors. On days we experience bad
weather, we might see as many as 250 people. 94% percent of your donations go
directly to these guests. In the summer, you will be helping families whose children
are out of school. Your contribution is invaluable to our guests.
With your donation, we can provide services that support those in our community
who need it so badly.

www.frwoodyshavenofhope.org

In-Depth

This Advent, go from
self-accusation to
self-affirmation
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

Mother Cabrini Shrine
Please support Mother Cabrini
Shrine on Colorado Gives Day!
Your gift helps us preserve
the great legacy of
St. Frances Cabrini and maintain
the Shrine for future generations.
Visit our website at
www.mothercabrinishrine org.

Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/MotherCabriniShrine

9056 East Parker Road
Parker, CO 80138

Preschool † Elementary School † Middle School

Support Ave Maria Catholic School
Donate December 4, 2018- Colorado Gives Day

† Half and Full Day Preschool
† Faith-Based Environment
† High Quality Tenured Staff
† Challenging Academics

† Bus Transportation
† Before and After Care
† Sports/Clubs
† Student Services

Financial Aid Available

720-842-5400

school.avemariacatholicparish.org
Coming in January 2019:
Open House & Campus Tours
Sunday, January 27, 2019
8:30AM to 1:00PM
Tuesday, January 29, 2019
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

R

ather than joyful people who
radiate a unique light and bring
flavor to a salt-less world, many
times Catholics get lost in the wave of
unfamiliar faces that reflect worry and
stress – or worse: guilt. True, not all
guilt is bad – it can lead us to true repentance. Yet, without realizing it, many
of us live accusing ourselves in the bad
way, retaining a negative self-perception that, far from leading us closer to
Christ, closes us off to receiving his love
and mercy.
This Advent, however, may just be
the time that God has set aside to shine
light on the lies you have been telling
yourself all along, to help you see yourself how he truly sees you. Shining light
on those thoughts is one of the many
signs Christ brings, as Simeon prophesied: “That the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed” with his coming (Lk
2:34-35).
“Advent is mainly a time of joyful
transformation, to prepare the way of
the Lord,” said Chris Stefanick, internationally-acclaimed speaker, TV show
host and founder of Real Life Catholic
and author of several books, including
I AM_: REWRITE Your Name-REROUTE Your Life. “When we prepare
the way of the Lord, the primary way
we do it is [interiorly] and, what better
way to do it than to be transformed by
the renewal of our minds, to reveal the
thoughts of our hearts to God and to
take them captive to Christ and make
them obedient to him?”
The difficulty is that the thoughts
which shape our self-perception often
come either from our woundedness
or from the Devil himself, instead of
coming from the truth of God’s Word,
he said. What we can’t do, however, is
remain indifferent toward these negative thoughts because they keep us from
flourishing and becoming who we are
meant to be.
“Inside the realm of thought there
is a war, and the frontline is between
our ears, and we have to choose sides,”
he pointed out. “The Devil, which

Scripture calls ‘the Accuser’ wants to
see you in chains, and the Holy Spirit,
called ‘the Advocate,’ wants to set you
free. We have to decide the side of the
Advocate in order to align the way we
think about ourselves with the Word
of God.”
How do we rewire the way we perceive ourselves? It takes work and
repetition, but it is possible, Stefanick
assured.

“

Inside the realm
of thought there
is a war, and the frontline
is between our ears, and
we have to choose sides.”
CHRIS STEFANICK

“We have to jump into that war in
ourselves and stop being passive recipients of our thinking and start doing
the hard work of rewiring how we talk
to ourselves and aligning the word we
use to describe ourselves with the Word
of God,” he continued. “And instead of
thinking words like: ‘I’m dirty,’ ‘I’m
violated’ or ‘I’m not enough’; we have
to think things like: ‘I’m blessed,’ ‘I’m
beautiful,’ ‘I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me,’ ‘I’m a son
of God, the Maker of the universe.’
“If you disagree with God’s Word
about your worth, your dignity, your
identity and your value, you are the one
who is wrong,” he affirmed. “So, [the
rewiring process is] about correcting
that wrong thinking, and preaching the
Word to yourself, so you can believe it,
so you can live life with a powerful new
identity rooted in the reality that God
reveals to us by becoming man, by dying
for us, by rising and by destining us to
eternal glory.”
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A transitional housing
program for women who
are homeless and alone.
Inspired by the faith and
courage of Servant of
God Julia Greeley.

Join us for Colorado Gives Day
www.coloradogives.org/JuliaGreeleyHomeInc
PHOTO BY JEFFREY BRUNO

REWRITE YOUR NAME,
REROUTE YOUR LIFE
Stefanick knew that simply telling
people to do something wouldn’t do,
so he set out to make an accessible and
practical roadmap to help people see
themselves according to the truth of
Scripture. It can be a great resource this
Advent Season to prepare our minds
and hearts for the coming of Jesus,
who brings all things to light to heal
and mold to perfection.
“I was tired of seeing the people of
God walk around with their head down,
beating themselves up,” Stefanick said.
“If we believe that we were created for
a purpose by a loving God that died for
us… that we are worth dying for, that
should change everything about us.”
His book I AM_: REWRITE Your
Name-REROUTE Your Life contains
short and simple meditations that help
bring people into a daily habit of speaking truth to themselves about their
worth from the Word of God.
“My goal is that the reader will look
at the mirror and say these truths out
loud. The book has hard-hitting, but
practical exercises that help you discern
the primary lie that you tell yourself
and replace that with the truth that
you most need to hear, so you can start
saying that truth to yourself every day,”
he said. “And it also helps you contemplate how God is calling you to be a
blessing and to serve.”
Stefanick has already started seeing
the great fruits this practice can have in
people. Such is the case of a woman he
met at a conference.

“[This woman] had tears in her eyes.
She’d had 12 miscarriages. She told me:
‘For years I’d told myself I’m cursed.
But I didn’t even realize I was telling
myself that, and now I know the truth,
that I’m a beloved daughter of God,’”
he recounted. “It’s striking that she
didn’t even realize she was telling herself something horrible, and most of us
don’t realize that we’re telling ourselves
horrific things. But we do it anyway.
“Imagine how that shaped her entire
everyday life, her approach to relationships, her approach to conflict and crisis
in her life, with the mindset that she
was cursed. But when you change that
mindset to, ‘I’m a beloved daughter of
God no matter what happens to me,’
that changes everything because it
changes you.”
In this time in which people proclaim from the rooftops that “you are
a cosmic accident, [that] you’re nothing
more than a lump of molecules and your
destiny is to become nothing,” Stefanick
invites all people to “align themselves
and how they see themselves with God’s
Word instead of the dominant culture.
“God is a great mystery. He can see
something worth dying for [in us]. At
every Mass we say, ‘I’m not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,’
but within three minutes he gives us
an answer to that, and we receive him
on our tongue – not because we have
it all together, but because he is love
and declares us worthy, declares us his
children. And this is why the Gospel has
the best news ever.”

Or by mail: Julia Greeley Home Inc.
3613 Wyandot Street, Denver, CO 80211

Your donation lifts up women crushed by life!
In our ﬁrst ﬁve years a
majority of Julia’s residents
became self-sufﬁcient with
a job, home, or restored
family peace

With your help,
God does the rest.

This is

our
habit

Like us on
Facebook

Follow us
on Twitter

Like our
videos

vocations@cppsadmin.org
www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org
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Parish Spotlight

Small Boulder parish like family

St. Martin
de Porres
in Boulder
celebrated
its 50th
anniversary
with Mass,
a meal and
music
Nov. 3.

Warm memories recalled as St. Martin de Porres Church
marks 50th anniversary
BY ROXANNE KING

W

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

ith just 200 registered families, St. Martin de Porres
Parish in Boulder feels
more like a large extended family than
a church congregation, say the pastor
and parishioners.
Founded in 1968, the parish marked
its 50th anniversary on the Nov. 3 feast
day of its patron saint with a Mass, meal
and music.
“It felt like a family reunion,” said
Barbara Schumacher, who heads St.
Martin’s social concerns committee and
created a memory wall for the anniversary celebration.
“It must have been very important to former parishioners who have
moved away because a lot of them came
back. They still feel connected,” said

Schumacher, who, with her husband,
Pete, has belonged to the parish since
1972.
The friendly congregation treasures
the intimacy their size makes possible.
Father Jim Baird, who arrived as
pastor in June 2017, said that before his
arrival he had heard the parish was small
but experiencing the reality of its size
was an unexpectedly sweet encounter.
“The surprise was that it is small!”
he told the Denver Catholic. “It’s great
families. More single families — couples — because they’re older. We’ve got
good roots.
“We also have some young families
moving into the area,” he said, adding
that while predominantly Anglo and
Hispanic, particularly the families with
children, the congregation includes a
variety of ethnicities.
“That’s appropriate with our namesake, St. Martin de Porres,” Father Baird

Need a Car
for the Holidays?

%
APR

NEW

|

USED

|

• The parish name
honors its namesake saint, Martin de
Porres, as well as the
original settler of the
land it sits on, rancher
William Martin.
• It was the fourth parish
established in Boulder.
• Former pastors include:
founding pastor Father
John Rae, Father Leonard Alimena, Father
John Holloway, Father
Carl Longwill, Father
Manuel Gabel, Father
Albert Puhl, Father
Herman Jayachandra
and Father Joseph Tran.

PHOTO BY ANYA SEMENOFF

A LIGHT
TO FOLLOW

GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY!

3.99

Parish Fun Facts

*

REFINANCED**

60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 3.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles November 1-30, 2018.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

This Advent, shelter the homeless.
Feed the hungry.
Support Catholic Charities.

See our full ad
in Charity Works
inserted in this
newspaper!

Donate at
ccdenver.org/ADVENT
720-799-9311
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said of the Dominican lay brother from
Peru who is the patron of social justice and people of mixed race. “You
also have his acts of mercy serving the
poor, and the parish has various outreach ministries.
“The parish is very welcoming, very
kind and reaches out to all. If you want
an experience of family — of a parent or
grandparent — this is the place to be.
Boulder is a college town and there’s a
college parish but this one is like being
at home.”
Thirty-eight year parishioner Robert
DeBolt, who cares for his disabled
59-year-old sister Patricia, agreed.
“St. Martin’s has been like extended
family,” he said. “Especially with Patricia. We’ve always felt the parish has
been supportive of us and everyone
else in the parish.
“It’s small so you get to know nearly
everyone. They look after Trish and
keep us in their prayers.”
When his sister was still able to hook
rugs, the parish’s art guild welcomed
her with open arms, DeBolt said.
The art guild may be a ministry
unique to St. Martin’s. Established
some 14 years ago in response to St.
John Paul II’s call in his Letter to Artists

to foster artistic service for the “life Matz and the late Deacon Francis “Bud”
and renewal” of people, the art guild Boselli; and finally, a woman, the former
meets monthly for the better part of a Angela Read, is now Benedictine Sister
day. Members work on individual cre- Maria Gertrude with the Abbey of St.
ative projects ranging from drawing and Walburga in Virginia Dale, Colo.
painting, to pottery and jewelry making.
“We’re very proud of so many vocaThe guild sponsors an annual exhibit tions,” Barbara Schumacher said.
every fall.
Located at 3300 Table Mesa Drive,
“The purpose of the art show is
St. Martin de Porres was founded
to get others interested in art. To
just three years after the Second
get them to say, ‘I can do that,’”
Vatican Council ended.
said Pete Schumacher, who
“I believe it is one of the first
with his wife, Barbara, facilchurches built in the round in
itates the guild’s activities,
the archdiocese,” Father Baird
which includes occasional
said of the church building,
informal talks by members on
which was built in 1970. “Vata particular art or applicable to
ican II was about full particia variety of artistic disciplines.
pation and bringing everyone
A highlight of the anniver- SPOTLIGHT together. The architecture was
sary memory wall and a point
trying to do that.”
of pride for the parish is the number of
Before the church was completed,
vocations to holy orders and religious weekend Masses were celebrated at
life that it has fostered despite its tiny Southern Hills Junior High School and
size — three men became priests and at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.
are engaged in active service: Father When the dramatic round church
John Hilton, pastor of St. Mary in was completed, it was designed to be
Aspen; Father Christopher Renner, multi-purpose.
pastor of Spirit of Christ in Arvada;
In 1991, a parish center with classand Father Jeremy Hans, a priest for rooms, offices, a kitchen and large
the Diocese of Omaha, Neb. Two men hall was built. Two years later, the
became deacons: retired Deacon Karl church was remodeled to eliminate the

PARISH

multi-functional aspects of its design,
and new furnishings and stained-glass
windows were added. In 1998, a perpetual adoration chapel replaced a former
office.
“We’re the only parish in Boulder that has 24-hour adoration,” said
DeBolt.
Founding parishioner Sheila Kava
and her husband, Don, have witnessed
the many changes the parish has gone
through since its inception.
“I remember going out to visit with
neighbors to find out how many Catholics were in the area to see if the archdiocese needed to build a church,” she
said of the parish in which the couple
raised their four children.
“We’ve had wonderful times—many
dinners in our new hall. Obviously it’s
most important to be able to go to Mass,
but I remember my mother saying that
sometimes the people who have the
most fun are the ones working in the
kitchen.
“I just feel really blessed,” Kava said
about St. Martin’s. “It’s a home away
home.”

20 18

To the more than 22,000 donors
who have helped advance nearly
40 archdiocesan ministries and our
spiritual works of mercy through
their generosity to the Appeal, thank you!

MAY YOUR THANKSGIVING
BE JOYOUS, BOUNTIFUL,
AND BLESSED.

PLEASE GIVE BY
DECEMBER 31, 2018

To make a gift of gratitude for the many gifts you have
received, visit www.archden.org/donate or call 303.867.0614

12

NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 7, 2018 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

An eye for beauty: Shop features unique sacred art
Connecting people with inspiring works by religious, lay artists fulfilling for Creator Mundi founder
BY ROXANNE KING

“M

ay you always find
beauty!”
That was the
response of Hildegard Letbetter’s
mother to her then 6-year-old’s found
treasure in post-World War II rubble
on the way to the Cologne Cathedral: a
shard of china featuring a delicate blue
flower.
Her mother’s blessing took. For over
three decades Letbetter, a German
native who moved to Littleton, Colo.,
in 1972, has shared her eye for beauty
through the exquisite sacred art and
religious gifts she carries in her shop,
Creator Mundi. The gallery specializes in works from Germany, Lithuania, Italy, Poland and France, as well as
some from Colorado artists.
“We try to represent exceptional art,
real art, not sweatshop stuff,” Letbetter
told the Denver Catholic, explaining she
strives to support the work of religious

communities and lay artists dedicated to
bringing the Scriptures alive through art.
“They are images for healthy spirituality and living,” she said, adding that
it’s important to her that the artists are
justly compensated for their efforts.
Entering her Englewood gallery is
like stepping into a sacred space.
“People tell us that all the time,” she
said with a laugh. “Some will come and
just sit for 30 minutes.”
That reaction pleases her as the
works Creator Mundi offers — crafted
from bronze, glass, enamel, wood,
pewter and ceramic — are meant to help
people “create sacred spaces.”
Letbetter opened Creator Mundi,
Latin for “creator of the world,” in 1987
after an unsuccessful attempt to find a
first Communion gift she liked at local
stores.
“I wrote to a Benedictine men’s monastery in Germany that I knew had a line
of beautiful items, mostly bronze,” she
said. “They sent me 12 pieces. I showed

Hildegard Letbetter shares her eye for beauty through the sacred art
and religious gifts she carries in her shop, Creator Mundi. The gallery
features works from Germany, Lithuania, Italy, Poland and France, as
well as Colorado. PHOTOS BY ROXANNE KING

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”

Compassionate. Professional.

Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!

Advance Planning is a

Gift for those you love

Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

Call 303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

©LeapTie

Contact us today to get
your FREE Leave Well
Planning Kit.

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,084,651.44
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them to friends and they were immediately gone! It was meant to be.”
Originally called Precious Gifts, Letbetter ran the business out of her home
before opening a shop in downtown
Littleton. There it operated as Creator
Mundi for three years before moving
to Denver’s Cherry Creek North in
1997, where it was a fixture for 18 years.
Today, Creator Mundi is located at 901
Englewood Parkway, Suite 112.
For the last year, the shop has celebrated its 30th anniversary. In gratitude for the milestone, the observance
will be capped with a Thanksgiving Day
(Nov. 22) drawing for a bronze wall
plaque called “Angel of Contemplation,”
which was forged at Maria Laach Abbey
in Germany. (Find drawing details at
creatormundi.com)

“It’s been quite a journey,” Letbetter
said about her life and successful business. “There have been many miracles
along the way.”
The first was fulfilling her childhood
dream of immigrating to the United
States in the 1960s through the generosity of American friends. Then, armed
with a degree in Germanic languages,
Letbetter landed a job as a college dean’s
assistant. That was another miracle.
“It was a gift put into my lap,” she
said. “I met my husband and eventually
we came here.”
The couple was already blessed with
three daughters when they arrived in
Colorado from Texas. Initially hoping
to teach at a college, Letbetter’s eye for
beauty instead led her to her business
as she shared the sacred art treasures
she knew about with others.
“I myself am not an artist. All my
[children and grandchildren] are — they
are all in art or music. But I have a good
eye,” she said with a smile.
Knowing that she is connecting individuals and organizations with extraordinary sacred works from around the
world (she helped the Diocese of Orange
County, Calif., get a rare tabernacle by
German sculptor Egino Weinert for its

Christ Cathedral
set to open next
year), thereby
aiding those
artists to continue “co-creating with God,”
brings her great
satisfaction.
“It’s fulfilling,” she said. “When you
are a guest in a country, you want to
contribute. I feel I had something to
offer that no one else could have done
because they didn’t know about it.”
Letbetter also sells wholesale and
online. She still carries works from the
monastery that sent her the first dozen
pieces she sold.
“We have become like family,” she
said.
As well as offering statues, sculptures and wall art — including crosses,
crucifixes, icons and illuminated manuscripts — her inventory includes nativities, rosaries, jewelry, cards and a few
liturgical items, such as chalices.
Items range from gifts for children to adults, and are appropriate
for sacraments, Christmas and Easter.
Prices range from $2.50 for a pewter
angel medallion, to over $4,000 for a

large wooden
Madonna and
Child carved
by an Italian
artist.
Although
Creator Mundi
specializes in
Catholic sacred
art, the shop draws other Christians
and even those of other faiths.
“It’s marvelous — I feel we have done
something for the unity of Christianity,”
Letbetter said. “And you know, angels,
many faiths have that in common — the
Jewish, Christian and Muslim traditions. Even Buddhism has … figures that
act as angels, as messengers.”
Letbetter hopes that people find
their own treasure from her unique
inventory that inspires and deepens
their faith.
“It’s a good feeling,” she said.

i

CREATOR MUNDI
901 Englewood Parkway, Suite
112, Englewood, CO 80110
CreatorMundi.com
303-795-8148

Beacon
HopeGala
of

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

2019

Celebrate the Joy of Life

Saturday, January 26, 2019
MARISOL SERVICES

8th Annual Benefit Dinner

4:00
5:30
7:00
Furnished by

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

Mass at Bishop Machebeuf High School
Cocktails, Marketplace Opens
Dinner and Program Begins
ROOFTOP LOUNGE
Formerly the YPL, the Rooftop Lounge returns
with some fun changes including a silent auction
perfect for the 21-30 year old attendees. A great
and affordable way to experience the same
compelling evening from the Mezzanine in a
cool, hip lounge while enjoying a tasty buffet.

For tickets, sponsorships or donations to the Marketplace
please contact: Shelly Saeman at 720-799-9289 or ssaeman@ccdenver.org

Register online at

ccdenver.org/Beacon

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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Colorado Cistercian Trappist
abbot remembered for his
great hospitality
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

“I

know God’s love for me and I
trust in his mercy,” said Abbot
Joseph M. Boyle, O.C.S.O, of
St. Benedict’s Monastery in Snowmass,
Colo., not long before he died peacefully
Oct. 21 of biliary cancer. He was 77.
Abbot Joseph was born June 14, 1941,
in the Bronx, N.Y. He entered St. Benedict’s Monastery after graduating from
Regis High School in New York City in
1959 and was ordained a priest in 1970.
He was elected second abbot of St. Benedict’s Monastery in 1985 and remained
such until his death.
“He was a very generous pastor
and abbot. He loved everything about
what he did here,” said Father Charles
Albanese, prior of the monastery. “He

loved the monastery, he loved
the mountains,
he loved the
brothers, and
he also loved
the retreatants.
He will be dearly
missed. He really
took care of the community as best as he
could.”
One of Abbot Joseph’s major projects was the construction of the retreat
house, which was built in 1995 as a spiritual home for people seeking to deepen
their prayer life. He also added an infirmary wing in 2000 to address the reality of aging and infirm members of the
community and incorporated a solar

“

energy field to provide clean electricity.
“He wanted to help the monastery
and he wanted to live,” Father Albanese
recalled. “He knew [his disease] wasn’t
curable but he accepted it peacefully.”
The prior remembers especially
the words Abbot Boyle said
to him on a walk not
long before he died:
“I know God’s love
for me and I trust
in his mercy,” an
indication of
the peace with
which he passed
away.
Father Albanese believes
that one of Abbot
Boyle’s most distinctive virtues was
that of hospitality.
“The first thing that comes
to my mind is that he will be remembered for his hospitality. And that’s a
big Benedictine virtue of welcoming
guests. He loved to welcome guests,”
Father Albanese continued. “He would
go to the guest house to greet people.
He would greet them after Mass and
after Vespers. He was out there in our
ACROSS
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He will be
remembered for his
hospitality.
And that’s a big
Benedictine virtue of
welcoming guests. He
loved to welcome guests.”
FATHER ALBANESE

entrance room and would say hello to
[visitors] whether he knew them or not.”
Abbot Boyle was preceded in death by
his parents, Charles and Mary (McCarthy) Boyle; two brothers, Charles Boyle
and Father Gerald Boyle; and a sister,
Joan Costello.
He is survived by his brother-in-law,
Francis Costello of Berthoud, Colo.; sister-in-law, Eleanor Boyle of Syracuse,
N.Y.; nieces, nephews and grand-nieces
and grand-nephews.
A funeral Mass was held Oct. 27 at
St. Benedict’s Monastery, followed by a
procession to the cemetery and burial.
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4 9th letter
of the
Hebrew
alphabet
5 Messengers
6 Ten Hail
Marys
7 Ancestress of
Jesus
8 ___ we
there yet?
9 Sponsor
of one
who is
baptized
10 Erase
11 Onecelled
protozoa

12 Bishop’s
hat
13 Uneven
18 Highest
mountain
in Crete
22 Limbs
23 Extreme
24 Noteworthy kind
of game
25 Campus
figure
26 Tribe of
Israel
27 Prejudice
29 Desert
food
31 Weapon
David
used to kill
Goliath

33 Island in
the Bay
of Naples
34 Audibly
35 Floor
coverings
38 Ova
39 Scottish
Celt
41 Having
a sound
mind
43 Oversteps
44 Toward
this place
45 Archdiocese in
Saskatchewan
47 Archdiocese in
Morocco

48 Beaded
counters
49 Fondness
51 E-mail
datum,
perhaps
53 ‘Rubaiyat’
name
56 ‘I believe
in ___
God…’
57 Golfer’s
aid
58 Potent
ending
59 Loop
initials
60 Fingerson-lips
sound
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Get Involved
DECEMBER

DECEMBER

Mass of Reparation for the
Church

The Gender Crisis:
A Catholic Response

7 5:30 p.m, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. The last of four
Masses offered by
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila for the reparation of
the Church. PHOTO BY BRANDON YOUNG

4 6 p.m, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
2200 S. Logan St., Denver, Dr. Susan
Selner-Wright of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver will
speak on a Catholic response to the
gender crisis. This is an evening hosted
by the Lourdes Classical School for the
greater Denver community. Talk will be
in the gym, free drinks, appetizers and
childcare.

NOVEMBER

29

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

SOLEMNITY
OF THE
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
DEC. 8:
The Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
is celebrated Dec. 8
to recognize Mary’s
sinlessness. While not initially accepted
as Church doctrine, the theology of the
Immaculate Conception was developed by
two Fransicans, William of Ware and Blessed
John Duns Scotus. They pointed out that
Mary’s Immaculate Conception enhances
Jesus’ redemptive work. In 1854, Pope Pius IX
put in another way: “The most Blessed Virgin
Mary, in the first instant of her conception,
by a singular grace and privilege granted by
almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus
Christ, the savior of the human race, was
preserved free from all stain of original sin.”

27

Ladies of the Knights
Advent Event

6 p.m., Light of the
World Parish, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton.
Ladies of the Knights,
a ministry at Light of
the World Parish, will
host their third annual
Advent event for women
ages 16 and up.
Guest speaker will be
Debbie Georgianni,
co-host of a weekday
show on EWTN radio
called “Take 2 with
Jerry and Debbie.”
Debbie’s presentation
will be “Overcoming
Fear and Gaining True
Peace” in preparation
for the Advent season.

Nativity: Faith & Reason
Open House

11/29-11/30, Nativity:
Faith & Reason, 900
W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. This is a
fantastic opportunity
for interested families
to learn about the Early
Childhood Education
programs offered by
Nativity. The open house
will take place Nov. 29
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
and Nov. 30 from 8:1511 a.m. For more info,
contact Katie Mikesell
at (303) 466-4177 or
at k.mikesell@nool.us.
DECEMBER
1

Abbey of St. Walburga
Advent Retreat

9:30 a.m., Abbey of
St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way,
Virginia Dale, $35.
Take a break from the
“Christmas rush” and join

the Benedictine nuns at
the abbey for this day
of prayer and reflection
to open the beautiful
season of Advent. They
will reflect on Pope
Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si — “On Care
for our Common Home.”
For more details, contact
970-472-0672 or
aswretreats@gmail.com.
1

Awaiting the King: Day
of Recollection

8 a.m., Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Sheridan, $60. Join
Professor Ben Akers of
the Augustine Institute
as he offers a morning
of reflections to help
enter into the holy
season of Advent. For
more details, contact
office@holynamedenver.
org or 303-781-6093.

1

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m., Various satellite
prayer communities.
Join the faithful each
first Saturday at Prayer
in the Square to pray
a rosary and Divine
Mercy Chaplet at
various locations on
the Front Range. Visit
prayerinthesquare.
com to find the prayer
community nearest you.
8

The Bride Revelaed:
Advent Day of Prayer

9 a.m., Lanteri Center,
416 22nd St., Denver,
$25. Father Greg
Cleveland will show how
Mary typifies Israel’s
longing for the coming
of the Messiah. For more
details, visit omvusa.
org/lanteri-center.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classifieds 303-715-3230 | classifieds@archden.org

Be a part of Mother
Teresa’s history

FOR RENT

PRAYERS

CEMETERY, cont’d

HOME FOR RENT - near Belmar in
Lakewood; walk to shops, restaurants,
schools... 3 bdrm, 2 bath bi-level with
deck & balcony, private fenced backyard,
unfin. lower level, 2-car det. garage. Clean
and available now. References required.
$2200/mo; water paid. Call 303-908-3200.

IN THANKSGIVING

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting place

M

other Teresa,
now St. Teresa
of Calcutta,
cemented herself in the
history of Colorado when
she visited the Mile High
City in 1989 and brought
with her a gift: her Missionaries of Charity, who
continue to serve the
poor and destitute in Denver to this day. If you have
anything that can be considered a historical item
related to Mother Teresa, the Mother Teresa Center
in California needs your help! Specifically, they are
inviting anyone with a picture of themselves with
Mother Teresa, a letter or any item they may have
received from Mother Teresa to send them to the local
Missionaries of Charity convent here in Denver. If you
have any of the above, please send them by email to
srozano@motherteresa.org or mtc@motherteresa.
org, or you can mail them to the Missionaries of Charity, 633 Fox St., Denver, CO 80204.
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS

ROOM FOR RENT - Bedroom in private
home; adults, no pets. Includes access to
all home amenities. References required.
South metro area. $550/mo. Please call
303-859-5672.

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC DEAF
MINISTRY - an outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the
front range with signed & interpreted
Masses, religious education for deaf
children & adults, Sacramental Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us through
our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.
com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM
signed mass at St. Bernadette Church.

Most Reverend Jorge Rodriguez, Ph.D., appointed to the
College of Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado,
effective October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after
the October 2023 meeting.
Reverend Samuel Morehead, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
Reverend Jose de Jesus Garcia, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
Reverend Jason Wunsch, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
Reverend David Bluejacket, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
Reverend Michael O’brien, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
Reverend Nathan Goebel, appointed to the College of
Consultors of the Archdiocese of Denver, Colorado, effective
October 20, 2018, for a five-year period, ending after the
October 2023 meeting.
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Thank you, Blessed Virgin, for prayers
answered. DM

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy
St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in
virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman
of Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of
all who invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart & humbly
beg to whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for prayers
answered. GHG

MOUNT OLIVET - Crypt in the sold-out
Madonna Mausoleum, Niche #12A, Tier B,
first level. Peaceful resting place near the
lake with easy access. Price is $7,600.
Please call 303-741-4560; leave msg. KP
MOUNT OLIVET
Single plot available in a beautiful,
tranquil area: Sect 27, Blk 4, Lot 60,
Gr 2. Asking $3,475, transfer fee
included. Please call 303-429-9323. DC

MOUNT OLIVET - Two adjacent plots in

CEMETERY PROPERTY
MOUNT OLIVET - Three crypts on the

MOUNT OLIVET - Crypt #119 for two
cremains in the Circle Mausoleum; the first
mausoleum built at Mt. Olivet in an open
& peaceful area with easy access Asking
$8,500 or best offer. Call 303-422-3318. ME

MOUNT OLIVET - Single crypt in the

MOUNT OLIVET - Idyllic corner resting
Mother Cabrini II mausoleum, near the
place in the desirable Madonna Mausobrass bells. Crypt 16, Tier E, Sect. E.; asking
leum,
2, Tier A, Crypt 115. Located
From
here
toLevel
eternity.
$5,000 OBO (current value is $7,200).
within the sacred chapel. Asking $7,300.
Please call 303-513-5485. JL
Contact Elizabeth at 303-333-7733. EP

MOUNT OLIVET - A single plot in a

Help bring
The CatholicTV
Network
to Denver!

in the Saint Francis Mausoleum: Sect. 0,
Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping the price
to only $7,500 (current value is $9,200)!!
Please call 480-290-0237. PM

a peaceful older area close to main cemetery road; Sect 27, Blk 8, Lot 67, Grs 1 & 2.
Asking $8,000 for both, trans fee included.
Please call 303-638-3508. LW

inside of St. Anthony’s Mausoleum, Tier F,
Nos. 72, 73 & 74. Asking price $7,800 ea;
discount if purchasing more than one.
Trans fee incl. Please call 303-345-4368. PE

beautiful area with lovely landscaping,
adjacent to the Madonna Mausoleum.
Sect 5, Blk 7, Lot 24, Gr SGSW. $3,000
OBO. Call 303-328-8091. ET

It’s easy:
 Visit GetCatholicTV.com
 Complete the email
form for your cable &
satellite providers*
 Tell your friends!
*Prefer to send a postcard?
Call Bonnie at
617-923-0220

catholictv.org

OLINGER HIGHLANDS - THORNTON
Two adjoining plots in Victory North:
Sp. 2D, #1 & 2. Asking $8,050 OBO, incl one
casket & trans fees (total pkg value is over
$12,000). Will sell separately. Please call
for more info: 720-280-9358. DB

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through your
charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not be
able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure
is a gift from God, and we can give it a way to serve
the greater good.

TV MASS FOR THE
HOMEBOUND
Give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
2 ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

DONATIONS NEEDED

that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure
in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34 TO YOU BY
BROUGHT

with the support of our viewers.

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Giving for the Kingdom of God®
or call 303.468.9885

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving medical equipment for the community. Donate
wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower
benches, hospital beds etc. Call Dominican
Home Health Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18.
www.dominicanhha.org

$7

per line

ADVERTISE
your

Business

HERE!
CLASSIFIED/
SERVICE DIRECTORY
ADVERTISING

RATES

$7 per line / 5-line
minimum.
Logo / photo extra charge.

DEADLINES

Reservations due 8 days
before publication date.
Early deadlines are
possible; please plan
ahead.

CALL

303-715-3230
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AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

CONTRACTOR

CLEAN THE DIRTIEST ROOM OF YOUR
HOUSE: THE DUCT SYSTEM!!

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc...
all your construction needs.

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

ELECTRICAL
CALL FOR A QUOTE ON DUCT
CLEANING!
FREE DUCT CLEANING WITH NEW
FURNACE INSTALLATION!!
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Installation,
Repair & Maintenance. We do it all, from
furnace certifications to air conditioners &
water heaters! Free equipment replacement estimates. Family owned & operated
since 1957. Members of St. Joseph Church
for 40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970482-7520. For important info & latest news:

heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CLEANING SERVICES
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

OFFICE CLEANING - Catholic husband
and wife team with 15 years of
experience will clean your office.
References available. Call for a free
estimate: 303-425-5795.

CONCRETE
CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!
Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30 years
experience. Please call us for your free
estimate! 720-313-8086

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - End of year special:
**$100 off any job over $1000** valid
through end of January!! Hardwood,
Carpet, Tile - Sales & Installation. Wood
floor refinishing! 17 years in business.
Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HAULING/JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING
Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

HOUSE & PET SERVICES
PET & HOUSE SITTING - North metro.
Retired woman with over 40 yrs experience in pet & house sitting. I will take care
of your pet, in your home, as if they were
my own. References. Call 303-450-9416.

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell
new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner at
St. Bernadette. See our reviews at Yelp &
Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
sssssPlease call 303-587-6200sssss

PAINTING

HELP WANTED

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind

Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

CAREGIVER for The Bridge Community,
full-time, in a small group home for
developmentally disabled women.
Competitive hourly wages, great benefits
w/paid health insurance, retirement plan,
etc. Call 303-935-4740 from 8am-3pm.

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

SPRINKLERS & SOD

Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Time to
schedule a winterization! Lawn sprinkler
install/repairs, sod install. Lifetime
warranty, fast service. Call 303- 523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing &
heating repair & replacement. Serving
Denver Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating
BBB. $50 senior discount with ad.
303-766-4300

REMODELING

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841

TREE SERVICES

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL

MDK REMODELING

Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

ROOFING & GUTTERS

PATIOS

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC
Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on
roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed since 1980 & Insured. For FREE
estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

HAVE A HEART TO SERVE THOSE IN
CRISIS? Join the chaplain volunteer
team at Swedish Medical Center in
Englewood. Our volunteers respond to
calls in the ER and do routine patient
visits M-F starting at 4pm. To inquire,
please contact Chaplain Gina Graves:
gina.graves@HealthONEcares.com

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR for St. Mary
School, Littleton. to manage all aspects
of the preschool program incl. academic,
enrollment & financial matters. Requires
experience creating an engaging environment w/developmentally appropriate
activities & a practicing Catholic capable
of teaching traditional Catholic prayers &
faith lessons. For full job description, go
to stmarylittleton.org/job-opportunities.
Email resume & letter of interest to Jim
Baker, Principal - jbaker@stmarylittleton.
com - no later than Nov 30.

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!
Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

**READERS**

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

GROUNDSKEEPER - full-time for Mt.
Olivet & St. Simeon Cemeteries, and the
Archdiocese Mortuary. Reporting to the
Operations Mgr, assist in year-round
grounds services & maintenance. Must be
able to work at any of the locations as
needed. Duties to be performed consistent with company values, policies &
procedures, upholding the teachings of
the Catholic Church. Email a completed
application no later than Dec. 14th to:
careers@archden.org (form is available
online at archden.org/careers). Include
“Applicant-Full Time Groundskeeper” in
the subject line. Applications may also be
submitted in person at the front desk of
the mortuary at 12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat
Ridge.

YARD WORK

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED

Classifieds

ROOF REPAIR

BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OR
REMODELING

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

Service Directory |

Classifieds

PLUMBING

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

Service Directory |

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing
any product or
service advertised.
Publication of
advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.
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Perspectives

Vatican autocracy and the U.S. bishops

A

s the U.S. bishops gathered in
Baltimore on the weekend of
Nov. 10-11, it seemed certain
that, after a day of prayer, penance,
and reflection on the Church’s sexual
abuse crisis,
they would
GEORGE take two
WEIGEL important steps
The Catholic Difference
toward
George Weigel is a
reform. An
distinguished senior
episcopal
fellow of the Ethics and
code of conPublic Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
duct, holding bishops
accountable to the standards applied
to priests in the 2002 Dallas Charter,
would be adopted. And the bishops
would authorize a lay-led mechanism
to receive complaints about episcopal
misbehavior, malfeasance, or corruption; allegations found credible would
be sent to the appropriate authorities,
including those in Rome.
Then, at the last minute, Cardinal
Daniel DiNardo, president of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), received an
instruction from Rome stating that
the Vatican did not want the U.S.
bishops to vote on these two measures. The lame rationale given with
the instruction was that any such
decisions should be made after the

presidents of the world’s bishops’
conferences meet in Rome in February, to discuss the abuse crisis in its
global dimensions.
What happened to the “synodality” and “collegiality” that were
supposed to characterize the Church
under Pope Francis? What conceivable meaning of “synodality” or
“collegiality” includes an autocratic
Roman intervention in the affairs of
a national bishops’ conference that
knows its own situation far better
than the Roman authorities? And
spare me the further excuses about
Roman concerns over canon law. If
there were canonical problems with
the U.S. proposals, they could have
been ironed out after the bishops had
done what they had to do and what
Rome effectively prevented them
from doing — demonstrating to furious U.S. Catholics that the bishops
are firmly committed to addressing
the episcopal dimensions of the abuse
crisis and the meltdown of episcopal
credibility it had created in its wake.
(And while we’re on the subject of
Church law: By what legal authority
did Cardinal Marc Ouellet, Prefect of
the Congregation for Bishops, instruct
the USCCB not to vote on matters the
conference membership thought of
the gravest importance? A sliver of justification for that intervention might

be extracted from Canon 455.1, on the
authority of bishops’ conferences. But
given the insouciance about canon
law demonstrated by Rome in recent
years, not to mention a seemingly endless series of strictures against “legalism,” such concerns over canon law
ring hollow. In any event, and according to Canon 455.2, any legal fine
tuning could have taken place after
the U.S. bishops had done what they
deemed essential to restoring trust in
this critical situation.)
I recently spent almost five weeks
in Rome, during which I found an
anti-American atmosphere worse
than anything I’d experienced in 30
years of work in and around the Vatican. A false picture of the Church’s
life in the United States, in which
wealthy Catholics in league with
extreme right-wing bishops have
hijacked the Church and are leading
an embittered resistance to the present pontificate, has been successfully
sold. And in another offense against
collegiality, this grossly distorted
depiction of American Catholicism
has not been effectively challenged or
corrected by American bishops enjoying Roman favor these days.
Honest disagreements — about,
say, Amoris Laetitia and its implications for doctrine and pastoral
practice — are one thing. A systematic

distortion of reality, which tramples
on the presumption of an opponent’s
good will that should guide any internal Catholic debate, is quite another.
Those involved in this anti-American-bishops calumny might also
reflect on its disturbing genealogy.
For one of those who injected this
toxin into the Roman bloodstream
was a serial sexual predator specializing in the abuse of seminarians under
his authority — Theodore McCarrick,
former archbishop of Washington.
Mainstream media reporting on
the bishops’ recent Baltimore meeting generally got it right: The U.S.
bishops tried to do the right thing and
got bushwhacked by Rome, which
Just Doesn’t Get It on sexual abuse
and episcopal malfeasance. But the
story cannot be allowed to end there.
Nor can the Church afford to “wait
until after February.”
Cardinal DiNardo and the majority of the bishops are determined to
get to grips with the awfulness that
has come to light, for the sake of the
Church’s evangelical future. The bishops’ challenge now is to temper their
ingrained deference to “Rome” and
get on with devising responses to this
crisis that are within their authority, and that address the legitimate
demands of the Catholic people of the
United States for reform.

Entering more deeply into the Bible

C
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students.
Many
others have gone through Jeff Cavins’
Bible Timeline series or benefited
from the many books and resources
from Scott Hahn and his St. Paul
Center for Biblical Theology, including the Letter & Spirit journal and the
Ignatius Catholic Study Bible. There
have also been new opportunities for
academic studies, such as through the

Augustine Institute and Franciscan
University of Steubenville.
To continue this renaissance, the
first volume of A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old Testament
has been published, written by John
Bergsma and Brant Pitre (Ignatius,
2018). This large book (1060 pages)
is quickly becoming a Catholic bestseller, and for good reason. It is one
of the best fulfillments of Pope Benedict XVI’s call for a renewed Catholic
interpretation of the Bible, rooted in
the Catholic tradition and liturgical
life, guided by faith, and which makes
use of modern historical and literary
studies. The authors help bridge a
gap that largely divides the academic
and spiritual readings of the biblical
narrative.
The introductory chapter of the
volume explaining the vision of the
work itself makes an important contribution to explaining the proper

“

The mysteries
of the Old
Testament, though rooted
in ancient history, remain
living witnesses and
guides into the realities
of our salvation.
DR. R. JARED STAUDT

way to read the Bible. It speaks of
being “self-consciously both historical and theological in its approach”
and utilizing “all of the tools of natural human reason . . . but unites
them to supernatural faith” (9; 11).
This vision takes flesh by examining
major historical questions and issues

raised by modern scholarship while
also engaging the Chruch Fathers and
magisterial tradition. For instance,
it explores five different theories for
why certain foods are prohibited in
Leviticus, from Mary Douglas’ anatomical explanation to St. Thomas
Aquinas’ liturgical view (212).
For each book of the Old Testament, Bergsma and Pitre provide a
brief introduction, details on its literary structure and outline, overview
of its content, historical issues raised
by modern scholarship, theological
issues, relation to the living tradition of the Church, and explanations
of how it appears in the liturgical
readings. In the sections on theology
and the tradition, they regularly cite
the Chruch Fathers, the writings of
saints, and teachings of the Church,
including the Catechism. Each
chapter also includes helpful tables
and boxes which answer common
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The Good News of Christmas: Salvation!

A

s a deacon at St. Thomas More
parish, I am occasionally privileged to deliver homilies to
our students at school Masses. A lover
of Scripture (and a fourth year Catholic Biblical
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remind
them that we
can summarize the Good News in just
two words: “Jesus saves!”
The salvation Jesus offers is his
greatest gift to us, showing the depth
of God’s love.
Quoting John 3:16, “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him might have eternal life.” Did you
notice that John says “gave”? That
word is key to grasping God’s love for
us and salvation. Jesus said, “There is
no greater love than to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends,” and then he
walked the talk. Do we walk our talk?
If the only life we knew was that of
this world, we wouldn’t know how to
make sense of suffering. Jesus showed
us that God didn’t become man to
eliminate suffering, but to transform

questions, such as how we count the
Ten Commandments, as there are a
few variations (see 179).
A Catholic Introduction to the Bible
makes the sacred text more accessible
by drawing out key themes, answering difficult questions and misconceptions, and drawing us into ancient
history. The authors describe how
“the Old Testament is in fact an enormous library of books that were written by human beings and gathered
together over the course of centuries.
Unlike many ancient books, it was
preserved through time and continues to be the object of intense study
up to our own day” (16). They help us
to enter into this study ourselves, not
only in its historic dimensions, but
also through faith, which enables us
to participate in its realities.
We can see this in participation
coming out the book’s explanation
of Exodus, which “recounts the

“

it — we have to wait for Heaven for a
life without suffering. But, now, do we
seek to do what we can to transform
the lives of those who are laden with
suffering? A workshop I recently
attended highlighted “The Five
Expressions of Generosity.” They are:
Hospitality, Service or Volunteering,
Gifts, Emotional-Relational Support,
and Monetary Giving.
Giving in all those forms is a critical element in a Christ-like, loving
life. We are reminded by Jesus, who
told us, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” Giving is a natural
tie-in to Christmas, because the love
God calls us to is a sacrificial love, a
love where we focus on the other, not
on ourselves. It is a love in which we
focus on giving, not on receiving.
A disproportionate amount of monetary giving usually occurs in December, so I want to turn my focus to that
aspect of generosity. St. Paul shows
an interesting angle on gifting in Philippians 4:17: “It is not that I am eager
for the gift; rather, I am eager for the
profit that accrues to your account.”
He must have been familiar with
Jesus’ words in Luke 11:41: “But as to
what is within, give alms and, behold,
everything will be clean for you.”
Giving is found attached to
another great promise, just a chapter
later in Luke 12:33-34: “…[G]ive alms.

Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible
treasure in Heaven.” Paul knew that,
no matter how great our gifting might
be, God has promised us never to be
outdone in generosity (see Matthew
19:29). That’s pretty amazing, since
God is the source of all we have.
We know that we are only saved by
God’s grace, so what do these promises about almsgiving from Jesus
mean? Revelations 14:13 tells us, “Let
them find rest from their labors, for
their works accompany them.” So,
indeed, our works will accompany us;
they will count towards the “profit
that accrues to our account.”
Second Corinthians 4:18 says: “For
what is seen is transitory, but what is

foundational historical events by
which God formed the people of
Israel into a nation and entered into
covenant with them. These events

are commemorated, celebrated and
sacramentally experienced in the
liturgy of Israel as well as in the New
Covenant liturgy” (199). Likewise, we
enter into the mystery of the Incarnation through Isaiah, known as the
fifth Gospel, “read more frequently
[during the Mass] than any other
Old Testament book but the Psalms
and . . . rivaling the four Gospels in
its frequency” (758). The mysteries
of the Old Testament, though rooted
in ancient history, remain living witnesses and guides into the realities of
our salvation.
As part of our efforts to grow in
discipleship, we need to continue the
renaissance of biblical studies in the
Church. If you have gone through
the Great Adventure timeline or read
a shorter overview of the biblical
narrative, such as Walking with God
or A Father Who Keeps His Promises,
and you want to go deeper, A Catholic

For the grace of
God has appeared,
saving all and training us
to reject godless ways and
worldly desires … as we
await the blessed hope, the
appearance of the glory of
the great God and of our
savior Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for us….”
TITUS 2:11-14

unseen is eternal.” It is most important that we live in a way that maximizes our eternal life experience.
Jesus came, died, rose and ascended
into Heaven — not so that we would
achieve perfection in this life or
obtain relief from all our sorrows
now, but so that we may have eternal
life! We will be eternally grateful if we
manifest our faith in our living … and
in our giving. St. John of God said:
“Give alms, my brethren; give alms for
the love of yourselves.”
Someday, in fact, may we look
forward to hearing these words from
Jesus (Matthew 25:34), which will
be better than any Christmas gift we
ever opened: “Come, you who are
blessed by my Father. Inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.”

i

The Catholic Foundation,
which is legally separate from
the Church, partners with donors to
steward their gifts (end of life gifts,
in particular) to parishes, schools,
specific ministries, the archdiocese,
and other non-profits. As CEO of The
Catholic Foundation, Deacon Steve
invites you to reach out to him and
his team to discuss securing your
legacy for beyond your lifetime.

Introduction to the Bible will serve as
a great guide. It’s very readable and
engaging, even as it wades into scholarly questions. This weighty introduction will prove a crucial resource
for entering more deeply into the
Bible.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
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6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
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