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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

The Church needs the Spirit of Truth

D

uring these tumultuous days
for the Church, I have been
praying that the Spirit of Truth
descends upon every disciple in the
Church, including the pope, cardinals,
bishops, priests, deacons, those in consecrated life and the laity.
I have said to the Lord, “I don’t care
how messy it gets, as long as the truth
prevails. Purify the heart and conscience, O Lord, of every disciple with
your Spirit of Truth, so they will seek
to follow only your will, Father. That
every disciple may come to know you,
love you and serve you alone!”
The revelations about Archbishop
McCarrick’s sexual sins and infidelity,
and those who enabled him, have been
extremely disheartening. The Church
must not give in to the temptation of
hiding, which was the reaction Adam
and Eve had when they sinned. Only
when one brings one’s sin into the
light, does one experience the unconditional mercy and love of Jesus.
Hiding communicates to God, ‘I really
do not trust your love and mercy for
me, you cannot heal me, or set me free
from the slavery of my sin,’ or, ‘I do
not want to let go of my sin.’
Jesus teaches us, “If you remain in
my word, you will truly be my disciples, you will know the truth and the
truth will set you free” (Jn. 8:31-32).

He teaches us that we can know the
truth, and in knowing the truth we
will be set free from everything that
is not of him. In our encounter with
Jesus, we come to know his love,
mercy and truth, for he himself is the
“way, the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6).
For the sake of the truth being
known, I recently joined Cardinal
DiNardo and the Executive Committee of the U.S. Bishops’ Conference
in calling for the Holy See to conduct
a thorough investigation into the
Archbishop McCarrick situation,
including the involvement of a lay
committee with the authority from
Rome to carry out an independent
investigation.
These horrible actions should
never have happened, whether we are
talking about the unthinkable crime
of abusing minors, or the abuse of
power by cardinals, bishops or priests
over a long period of time.
When it comes to protecting children, I want to assure the people of
northern Colorado that the archdiocese has been and continues to
be rigorous in its efforts to protect
minors and help those who have been
harmed in the past.
In 1991, more than 10 years before
the USCCB adopted the Dallas Charter for the Protection of Children and
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Young People to respond to the clergy
sexual abuse crisis within the Church,
Archbishop Stafford instituted a
mandatory reporting policy. He met
with law enforcement and pledged
his cooperation in any instance where
there is a crime in the Church. As a
result, for the last 27 years the archdiocese has had a positive relationship
with law enforcement and social services and has consistently reported
allegations of childhood sexual abuse
it receives to the proper authorities.
Archbishop Stafford also created a
conduct response team, which was
years ahead of when the practice
became standard after the Charter.
This conduct response team has
always been comprised of dedicated
professionals (including lay members) who advise me and are available
for victims to meet, get them the
support they need, and help with the
healing process.
Beyond these fundamental steps
— which are still in place today —
the archdiocese has also focused
on how to help victims heal as its
primary mission in addressing this
issue. For example, beginning in
2005, a number of victims came forward publicly alleging abuse in the
1950s-early 1980s by five priests, all
of whom are deceased. The archdiocese announced a groundbreaking
and unique program — an independent outreach panel comprised of
professionals, including a judge, a
rehabilitation specialist and a police
lieutenant. This panel provided those
with legitimate claims of childhood
sexual abuse the financial means to
seek healing. Archbishop Chaput
urged all victims of abuse by anyone
affiliated with the archdiocese to
come forward and meet with the
independent panel. He made clear
that attorneys for the archdiocese
would not be present and that this
was not part of litigation but instead
was intended to be a ministry of the
Church, in recognition of the wrongs
done to these victims. The archbishop
also offered to meet with victims
personally. More than 50 victims

i

received compensation after this program was announced and this work
was concluded by 2010.
The work of Cardinal Stafford,
Archbishop Chaput and myself, now
that I am the steward of this archdiocese, is focused on protecting children.
Above all, the archdiocese has for
decades maintained a zero-tolerance
policy towards credible accusations of
sexual abuse by priests and laity who
are affiliated with the archdiocese.
While incidents of sexual abuse will
always exist in society, the archdiocese
remains active in enforcing its policies and longstanding zero-tolerance
approach.
Besides working to prevent abuse,
the archdiocese is committed to
praying for the victims who have
suffered from the sins of cardinals,
bishops, priests or any other Church
employee. For this reason, I invite
anyone who would like to pray for the
healing of these wounds to join me at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception for Masses of reparation on Sept. 9, Oct. 7 at 10:30 a.m.,
and on Nov. 7 and Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m.
I have also asked every priest in the
archdiocese to publicize and offer a
monthly Mass for the healing of victims of abuse by clergy members and
any others in society. When one sees
that in the general population one in
five girls and one in 20 boys is a victim
of sexual abuse, it is clear there is
much to pray for!
May our Blessed Mother intercede
for all those who have suffered abuse
at the hands of clergy members and
guide our Holy Father, Pope Francis,
and the Church in these trying times.
May the Spirit of Truth fill every disciple of Jesus and lead us to the truth of
his love and mercy, setting us free of all
deceit and lies, so that our wills may be
conformed to the will of the Father!
Pray, my dearest brothers and sisters, for the Spirit of Truth to descend
upon every member of the Church,
for your prayer is powerful when it is
grounded in trust and confidence in
the promises of Jesus and the love of
the Father!

For more in-depth information on abuse prevention measures in the
Archdiocese of Denver, see page 10 or visit:
archden.org/promise.
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Archbishop Aquila
supports USCCB Executive
Committee’s call for
independent investigation

A

rchbishop Samuel J. Aquila
issued the following letter Aug.
30 expressing his support for
USCCB President Cardinal Daniel
DiNardo’s and the Executive Committee’s call for an independent investigation into the many questions surrounding Archbishop Theodore McCarrick.
For Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement,
see page 4.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Many of you are aware that two weeks
ago, the former papal representative to
the United States, Archbishop Carlo
Maria Viganò, released a testimony
that makes serious allegations about
the Archbishop McCarrick abuse case.
In my interactions with Archbishop
Viganò I have found him to be a man of
deep faith and integrity. I join Cardinal DiNardo and the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Executive Committee
in calling for the Holy See to conduct
a thorough investigation that includes
granting authority to a lay commission
to examine the many questions that
surround Archbishop McCarrick, such
as who was involved in covering-up his
gravely immoral behavior or failed to
act to stop it.
As Cardinal DiNardo said on August
27, “The questions raised deserve
answers that are conclusive and based
on evidence. Without those answers,
innocent men may be tainted by false
accusation and the guilty may be left to
repeat sins of the past.”
While righteous anger, deep frustration, and deep sorrow are understandable, and my heart breaks for the victims
of abuse as well as for you that you must
suffer this trial, we must all “keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus Christ the perfecter
of faith.” He is our strength! He is the
truth who will set us free!
Jesus asks each of us, “Who are you
going to serve?” Will it be the Lord, or the
false gods of today – power, careerism,
entitlement, sexual promiscuousness,
and so many others? While we are in the

world, we are not of the world and we are
called to be of Christ alone, deepening
our closeness to him in the sacramental
life of the Church!
The call to holiness is real and possible, as Jesus tells us, “for God all things
are possible!” Yet, when we let the ways of
the world form us rather than the Gospel
and Jesus, when we put more trust in the
world than in Jesus, we end up where
we are today. While, this is not the first
time in the history of the Church that she
has been rocked by a lack of faith and
immorality among her clergy, as history
teaches, only a strong return to Jesus
Christ and his ways will heal the horrific
sinful breach that has taken place!
The Gospel reading from John 6 last
Sunday presents us with Jesus’ challenging question after he taught about
his Real Presence in the Eucharist. He
asked Peter and the other disciples: “Do
you also want to leave?” Peter responded
with his great statement of faith that gets
to the heart of the matter. “Master, to
whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. We have come to believe
and are convinced that you are the Holy
One of God.”
We must pray for a deep faith in Jesus
Christ, one that grows and deepens each
day. We must live our lives in intimacy
with Jesus, the Holy One of God! It is
Jesus who will see us through this time
of trial and purification, who will help us
to live out the Beatitudes and be faithful
to the commandments.
Know, my brothers and sisters, that
you are in my prayers. Know that I am
deeply grateful to you for your fidelity.
I pray that your hearts and the heart
of every disciple may be ever more conformed to the heart of Christ!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila

From here to eternity.

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally — Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially — Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of
the Catholic Church.
Spiritually — Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through
your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not
be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it
a way to serve the greater good.
Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
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Bethlehem Handicrafts

USCCB President renews
commitment for greater
effectiveness and transparency
in disciplining bishops

Bannoura Family

C

A carving skill that has been
passed down in our family
for many generations.
Hand Crafted Holy Land Olive Wood
Crosses • Statues • Jewelry • Wall Hangings •
Candlesticks •Home & Oﬃce Pieces
GRAND OPENING IN AURORA
SCAN ME

www.BethlehemHandicrafts.com

4114 S Parker Rd
720-201-7193

20 18

Colecta Anual

ardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, President
of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued the
following statement Aug. 27.
“In communion with the Holy
Father, I join the Executive Committee of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in taking
upon ourselves his exhortation, ‘this
open wound [of abuse] challenges us
to be firm and decisive in the pursuit
of truth and justice.’
“On August 1st, I promised that
USCCB would exercise the full extent
of its authority, and would advocate
before those with greater authority, to

“

The failures of men
cannot diminish the
light of the Gospel. Lord, by
the help of your mercy, show
us the way to salvation.”
CARDINAL DANIEL N. DINARDO

pursue the many questions surrounding Archbishop McCarrick. On August
16th, I called for an Apostolic Visitation, working in concert with a national

Your gift helps support parish operations
and funds nearly forty ministries

Del Arzobispo

60

Educating

Forming
future priests in our
seminaries

2

9,000 Catholic
school students

3,000 Hispanic adult

212,000 nights

education students

of shelter

732,000 meals served

www.archden.org/givetoday

•

303-867-0614
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lay commission granted independent
authority, to seek the truth. Yesterday,
I convened our Executive Committee
once again, and it reaffirmed the call
for a prompt and thorough examination
into how the grave moral failings of a
brother bishop could have been tolerated for so long and proven no impediment to his advancement.
“The recent letter of Archbishop
Carlo Maria Viganò brings particular
focus and urgency to this examination. The questions raised deserve
answers that are conclusive and based
on evidence. Without those answers,
innocent men may be tainted by false
accusation and the guilty may be left to
repeat sins of the past.
“I am eager for an audience with
the Holy Father to earn his support for
our plan of action. That plan includes
more detailed proposals to: seek out
these answers, make reporting of abuse
and misconduct by bishops easier, and
improve procedures for resolving complaints against bishops. Inspired by his
recent letter to the people of God, and
his motu proprio of two years ago, As
a Loving Mother, I am confident Pope
Francis shares our desire for greater
effectiveness and transparency in the

matter of disciplining bishops. We
renew our fraternal affection for the
Holy Father in these difficult days.
“To the survivors of abuse and the
families who have lost a loved one to
abuse, I am sorry. You are no longer
alone. Since 2002, hundreds of professionally trained staff across the country
have been working with the Church to
support survivors and prevent future
abuse. Nationwide, the Church has a
zero-tolerance policy toward priests
and deacons who abuse, safe environment training, background checks
for those working around children,
victim assistance coordinators, prompt
reporting to civil authorities, and lay
review boards in dioceses.
“In other ways, we have failed you.
This is especially true for adults being
sexually harassed by those in positions
of power, and for any abuse or harassment perpetrated by a bishop. We will
do better. The more she is buffeted by
storms, the more I am reminded that
the Church’s firm foundation is Jesus
Christ. The failures of men cannot
diminish the light of the Gospel. Lord,
by the help of your mercy, show us the
way to salvation.”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
PRIVATE NIGHT
Friday, SEPTEMBER 2I
5PM-I0PM

Exclusive Offer for Catholic Schools and Families

$

oNLY

9EACH9

25

SAVE $29 OFF • CHILDREN 2 and UNDER ARE FREE

To purchase please visit:

www.elitchgardens.com/CatholicPrivateNight
CONTACT:
GROUPSALES@ELITCHGARDENS.COM

303.595.4386 x 162

GIVE THE GIFT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

ADOPT A STUDENT TODAY!
“I want to say, ‘thank you, thank you,’ because it’s a huge blessing
for us to be able to provide our kids with a Catholic education.
It would be devastating if, as parents, we couldn’t provide it anymore.
I’m very grateful that we can keep her going with the help of Seeds of Hope.”
-Jessica (Parent at St. Catherine of Siena)

Seeds of Hope cultivates minds and hearts
for Christ by making Catholic education ﬁnancially accessible
to any family who seeks it.
YOUR GIFT WILL CHANGE LIVES.

TO ADOPT A STUDENT
OR MAKE A GIFT,
visit seedsofhopedenver.org
or call 303-715-3127
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In-Depth

Responding in faith to the current crisis
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

“I

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

n her voyage across the ocean
of this world, the Church
is like a great ship being
pounded by the waves of life’s different stresses. Our duty is not to abandon
ship but to keep her on her course.” St.
Boniface’s words are as relevant today
as they were when they were penned
more than a millennium ago.
Amid the waves of the current crisis
in the Church, Msgr. Peter Quang
Nguyen, pastor at All Saints Parish in
Denver; Father Ryan O’Neill, Vocations
Director for the Archdiocese of Denver;
and Father Samuel Morehead, pastor at
All Souls Parish in Denver, shared words
of advice to help the faithful navigate
the storm and remain faithful to Christ.
PROCESSING THE
CURRENT CRISIS
The priests mentioned fundamental aspects in responding faithfully to
the current problems in the Church:
acknowledging one’s emotions, bringing them to prayer and also praying for
the victims.
“The first thing I’d recommend is
to acknowledge what you’re feeling,
what you’re experiencing on an internal level because that will be the engine
that drives our thoughts, our words and
our actions,” Father O’Neill said. “It’s a
healthy, integrated and mature ability
because sometimes that anger comes
up when we don’t acknowledge that we
feel angry.”
Secondly, Father Morehead encourages the faithful not to “indulge” in
those emotions but to bring them to
prayer: “There’s a call to us to bring

heavy hearts, all the frustration, disappointment and anger, and relate it to
Our Lord, begging for the healing that
only he can bring.”
Moreover, echoing St. Paul’s words,
Msgr. Quang assured that where sin has
been present, grace has abounded much
more (Rom 5:20), and thus, this crisis
is “an opportunity” for the faithful to
“be revitalized,” “grow in humility and
prayer” and in a “deeper love of God
and others.”
Father O’Neill added that while
Catholics experience hurt, “we need to
keep the victims as a priority” because
“it’s healthy to remember at the end of
the day that the people who suffered
from the abuse are the people we need
to pray for the most,” he added.
FOLLOWING THE
LORD TO CALVARY
Among those people affected by the
sex-abuse scandal, some are choosing
to leave the Church.
“We can rightly condemn those mistakes [committed by clergy] and pray
for the conversion of the offenders, but
we cannot let their sins form a near
occasion of sin for us to walk away from
Jesus,” Father Morehead insisted. “[In
the Last Supper], Jesus entrusted to
bishops and priests in the apostolic succession of his Catholic Church the gift
of his body and blood in the Eucharist.
Where there is not the Eucharist there
is not the Church. So, we need Jesus and
for Jesus we need the Church.”
Msgr. Quang also warned the faithful
against the plan of the devil to drive
them away from Christ and his Church.
“We don’t want to fall into the big trap
of the devil, who plants doubt and negative feelings in the people of God against
all priests and bishops, even if they are

holy and faithful,” he said. “People are
hurt, and the devil will want us to fight
against one another, but instead [we
must stay and] seek healing.”
Father O’Neill reflected on the figures of Judas and Peter in the Gospels,
exhorting the faithful not to give Satan
more victories by leaving the Church.
“Judas was essentially a bishop. He
was ordained with the other apostles
and betrayed Jesus. And the Gospels
say that the devil entered into Judas
(Lk 22:3, Jn 13:27),” he said. “There is
an action of the devil in Judas’ betrayal,
and we see that in the current situation.”
Yet, he added that the act of leaving the Church is also orchestrated by
Satan, as seen in Jesus’ words to Peter:
“Get behind me Satan” (Mt 16:23).
“It’s really easy to say, ‘That is diabolical,’ because it’s obvious,” Father
O’Neill said. “But, where else does Jesus
call someone else Satan? It’s when Peter
says, ‘Jesus, you’re not going to go to
Jerusalem, you’re not going to carry
your cross and you’re not going to die:
suffering, suffering, suffering. And what
does Jesus say to Peter? ‘Get behind me,
Satan!’ (Mt 16:23).
“He calls him Satan. In that sense,
Jesus is saying it’s [also] diabolical to
abandon the Lord in his suffering… A
lot of times we think that [the suffering]
comes from outside the Church, not
from inside it, but the Church has its
own Calvary, and that’s where I think
the Lord is asking us to follow him right
now.”
“I would encourage the people to
read this [crisis] in the spirit of St.
Francis of Assisi, when the Lord gave
him that mission: ‘Francis, rebuild my
Church,’” Msgr. Quang said. “Today,
each and every one of us has that same
invitation from our Lord… And we can

do it by reaching out to the person closest to us.”
VULNERABLE CONVERSATIONS
Responding to the questions, comments and accusations from peers or
family members about the situation
is yet another challenge for Catholics.
However, Father Morehead sees it as
an opportunity to be vulnerable and
honest and proclaim a deep love for
Christ.
“I think this is a beautiful moment
for everyone in the Church to be close
to Jesus on the cross in humility. It
means being honest with everyone
about what’s going on in the life of the
Church and honest about our emotions
as that affects us,” he said. “I think that
that sort of vulnerability will actually be
attractive at the end of the day. But also,
as we are vulnerable, we have to speak
of our vulnerable love for Jesus Christ,
as the heart and center of our life.”
According to Father O’Neill, it is
also an opportunity for Catholics to
condemn what is evil and to reaffirm
their belief in the Catholic Church as
the Church established by Christ and
the apostolic succession blessed by the
Holy Spirit.
A helpful tip when these conversations become intense is to keep calm
and help the other person acknowledge
their feelings, Father O’Neill added,
which helps prevent loud arguments.
To be witnesses to that love of Christ,
however, the faithful must seek to forgive even those shepherds who have
failed, as Msgr. Quang pointed out.
“We must strive to forgive even those
who failed to serve the people, otherwise the feelings of anger and betrayal
can lead us to react rather than interact,” he said.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 7pm
SOLEMN MASS OF REPARATION: ‘FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS’
Immediately followed by the beginning of round-the-clock Eucharistic Adoration
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th, 8.15am
SOLEMN MASS OF THE FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
Following veneration of the True Cross, round-the-clock Eucharistic Adoration resumes
During Adoration, multiple priests hearing confessions, which are offered from 3 - 8pm
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 11.45am
Prayers of Reparation with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, followed by
SOLEMN MASS OF THE MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS
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CALL TO ACTION
Bishops and priests are calling for
Christians to do acts of reparation for
the sins committed by clergy — acts that
are of great significance.
“Christ is pure and holy and perfect,
but his Church has been affected and is
still affected by the ramifications of the
sins of her members,” Father Morehead
said.
Christians are thus called to make
acts of reparation.
“What is happening in reparation
is that we’re actually participating in
the reparation of Jesus Christ on the
cross,” Father O’Neill explained. “What
I can do is that I can receive that act
of reparation that Jesus does on the
cross and I can add to it as St. Paul says,
‘I complete what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the Church’ (Col 1:24).
“So, it’s not that I’m making things
right on my own. I can do a small sacrifice to deny myself and unite myself
to Jesus on the Cross, a little sacrifice
in order to participate in his reparation with the Father, that his blood may
repair the sins of the world.”
Another aspect of the reparation is
that uniting oneself to the suffering of

Christ becomes transformative.
“Penance helps us to experience
the pain and suffering of Christ on
the cross, who can lift us up from this
stressful situation, with his love and
his words on the cross: ‘Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they are
doing’” (Lk 23:34).
Ultimately, Father Morehead said we
need to remember why we’re Catholics
and more importantly, who it is we follow.
“[We] are not Catholics for any
member of the clergy. We are not Catholic just because of some Church teaching or practice that we like,” Father
Morehead concluded. “We are Catholic and Catholic alone because of Jesus
Christ and what he did to found this
Church 2,000 years ago, and furthermore, how he has promised to remain
and work in this Church throughout the
ages, even and especially in her trials.
“We are Catholic because of him and
his promises, and that is the witness
with joy that I encourage our faithful
to offer at this time.”

i

See page 19 for a list of
reparation events happening
in the archdiocese.

EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
PROGRAMS

NOW HIRING!

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
It’s all here and getting even better.
Our Catholic independent senior living tower is
undergoing a complete renovation including new
penthouse apartments with spectacular views.
• Located in the beautiful
Highland neighborhood
• 30-seat theater
• Spa, salon and
fitness areas
• Multiple dining options

Open house

!

Saturday
9
September 2n
o
o
N
9 AM -

• Daily Mass in our
120-year old historic chapel
We hope you will join us for
this very special preview of
our new model apartment.
Tour reservations are limited
so please RSVP by September 24
at 303.964.2000.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth offers exceptional senior living
with a strong community spirit, lively social gatherings and
mission-based spirituality.

SEEKING TEACHERS

Preschool: Minimum of an AA in ECE
Infant Toddler: Minimum of a CDA
Call today and make a difference!

(720) 799-9270
ccdenver.org

“We provide more than affordable early
childhood education. We prepare children for school,
empower families, and alleviate poverty.”

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 303.964.2000
homeishere.org

Proud supporter of the Denver Catholic for 25 years.
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Denver seminaries lead the charge
BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

A

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
LOU HOLTZ

Saturday, September 22, 2018
TABLE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE - INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ARE $200 PER PERSON

For ticket information contact
Ann Gould Potarf at 303-515-0038
or email apotarf@frwoodyshavenofhope.org

Hyatt Regency Denver Colorado Convention Center

650 15th Street, Denver, CO, 80202, US

mid this current crisis in the
Church, many are wondering
about their own dioceses and
the steps taken to ensure such a crisis
doesn’t unfold in their own backyard.
Here in the Archdiocese of Denver,
St. John Vianney and Redemptoris
Mater have been leading the way for
nearly 30 years when it comes to diligent seminarian screening and the
formation of healthy future priests.
“The present generation of seminarians is the most screened ever,” said
Father Daniel Leonard, rector of St.
John Vianney.
Dr. Christina Lynch, Director of Psychological Services at St. John Vianney,
has worked at the seminary for 12 years,
where she said the guidelines for vetting candidates have evolved over time
and continue to become more and more
stringent.
There’s a reason for the drastic
changes in seminary life, she said.
“What’s happened in the past shows
us that if you don’t want to see something, you won’t see it,” she said. “That’s
changed in seminaries.
“I think the difference is [that] not
only is there a spirit of transparency,
but it works both ways,” she added.
“The men feel that their formators are
there for their best interest.”
St. John
Vianney
Theological
Seminary in
Denver

SCREENING SEMINARIANS
A seminary’s screening process
begins the moment men are interested
in pursuing the priesthood.
For St. John Vianney, men first meet
with the archdiocesan vocations director, currently Father Ryan O’Neill, who
gets to know each man’s personal, spiritual and family life over a period of time.
“He’s building a relationship,” said
Dr. Lynch, “which is the number one
criteria. It’s all about relationship and
trying to get to know the man’s call.”
The next step is for the man to fill
out an application — an over 20-page
document. He must also submit to a
background check, turn in an autobiography, four reference letters and a
college transcript if applicable.
Men interested in Redemptoris Mater
undergo a double track of admission
screening that begins within the Neocatechumenal Way and “includes screening
candidates four times and by different
priests and lay people before they are
recommended for seminary admission
at local, regional and national levels,”
said Father Tobias Rodriguez-Lasa,
rector of Redemptoris Mater.
“If those screenings are successful
and candidates feel prepared, they are
invited to participate in the international vocational retreat where they are
screened a fourth time…” he said.
Afterwards, these men go through
the standard archdiocesan process.
Men pursuing either seminary must
go through a comprehensive psychological evaluation to find out if they are
fit to enter seminary. The evaluation
covers a variety of areas, including the
man’s psycho-sexual development
and family background. Screenings
also delve into any addictions the man
might have and whether he struggles
with same-sex attraction.
“We ask all the very hard questions
in these interviews, and then we
actually do some testing,
like personality testing
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with ‘rigorous’ screening process designed to form healthy priests
and projective testing,” said Dr. Lynch.
“It’s an extremely in-depth interview.”
Finally, the man is interviewed by
an admissions board, which consists
of the rectors and other seminary staff.
Men can be turned down at any point
in the screening process. According to
Dr. Lynch and Father O’Neill, common
issues that prevent men from being
accepted are addictions, deep-seated
homosexual tendencies and personality disorders, which can include the
inability to control unhealthy sexual
inclinations.
“The Catholic Church is for everyone,” said Father O’Neill, “but seminary is not for everyone. Just because a
young man wants to be a priest doesn’t
mean he will be.”
FORMATION INSIDE
THE SEMINARY
Screening doesn’t stop once the men
enter seminary.
“Once they are admitted to the seminary, they are evaluated constantly and
consistently by the formation team, faculty, apostolate supervisors and their
peers,” said Father Leonard.
A major part of seminary life is formation, which, at St. John Vianney,
comes in four pillars — human, intellectual, pastoral and spiritual — and
begins with a spirituality year dedicated
to prayer and discernment.
“It is a year for a man to truly disconnect from the world, and to dive deeply
into the dark and mysterious parts of
his heart,” said Father O’Neill.“That
year of prayer teaches the men what is
the priority in their Christian life and
allows for an honest discernment of the
celibate priesthood.”
At Redemptoris Mater, seminarian formation lasts about 10 years and
includes a two- to three-year missionary
practicum. During that time, seminarians
are monitored by priests and lay people
in situations outside the seminary.
“This longer time and the variety
of non-institutional placements the
men experience gives the formation
team more opportunities to identify
and act upon any potential issues that
may surface either at the initial psychological assessment, during the formation and study years, or during the
missionary practicum,” said Father
Rodriguez-Lasa.
Dr. David Kovacs, a clinical psychologist at St. John Vianney, said living in the
seminary makes it difficult for a man’s
deep-seated issues to remain hidden.
“The testing is a great thing to look

at what’s going on beneath the surface
that people can’t see,” said Dr. Kovacs.
“And once they get in, there are so many
pairs of eyes on each guy.”
Both seminaries have formators
who mentor the men and monitor their
behavior, as well as peer evaluations.
“They live here, they’re being
observed in their everyday situations,
and we can’t help but be ourselves at
some point,” said Dr. Kovacs. “I think
it’s very difficult for a guy, after going
through the rigorous process of admissions, to get through [around] seven
years and for something serious not to
come out.”
Both seminaries stay up-to-date
with the latest scientific research, and
both offer counseling services and other
resources, particularly to help the men
grow in chaste celibacy. According to
Dr. Lynch, around 95 percent of seminarians take advantage of those services
at St. John Vianney.
“Once they enter, we have all of these
psychological services to help a man
grow in maturity, and also, if he’s not
called or he can’t overcome some of
[his] issues, we help them know that we
just want them to flourish in whatever
vocation God’s calling them to.
“That’s our greatest goal,” she added,
“is to form Christlike men for whatever
vocation they’re being called to.”
That vocation isn’t always the priesthood, especially when certain traits
like narcissism and self-entitlement
develop to the point of becoming a full
personality disorder, Dr. Lynch added.
“Men are still developing until the
age of 26, and we’re accepting them at
20, so there’s hope there that if they’re
formed correctly, that’s not going to
develop,” she said.
“But we also can see if it does, [and]
we try to be proactive to help a person
move to a different vocation.”
A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE
Denver’s two seminaries were created from the start with a vision of
transparency and formation of healthy
future priests. Thanks to Archbishop J.
Francis Stafford’s vision and its continuation by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila,
Denver’s seminaries are considered
some of the best in the nation.
When Pope John Paul II visited
Denver in 1993 for World Youth Day,
Archbishop Stafford, now a cardinal,
was inspired to create both a diocesan
and a missionary seminary for the archdiocese. He established Redemptoris
Mater in 1996, which continues to draw

seminarians from all over the world.
“Archbishop Stafford decided that
Denver would benefit [from] a seminary
formation based on a strong itinerary
of Catholic formation, an ongoing call
to conversion and with a strong missionary [and] evangelizing component,”
said Father Rodriguez-Lasa.
Cardinal Stafford also asked then-Father Aquila to work with other priests to
open a new diocesan seminary modeled
after the Paris Seminary, which included
parish households and the Spirituality
Year. “Father [Michael] Glenn and I
traveled to Paris and met with then-Cardinal Lustiger, the rector, and staff of the
seminary, and stayed in one of the parish
houses. We were able to observe firsthand their program and then modeled
our seminary program after theirs,” said
now-Archbishop Aquila.
“Two of the more unique features of
the program are the spirituality year,
in which the men learn to pray, grow
in intimacy with the Trinity, study the
Catechism, prayerfully read the entire
Bible through the year, study the theology of the body, [be] free from all

[technology] and TV, spend a month
working with the poor, and conclude
the year with a directed, 30-day silent
Ignatian retreat. The second feature
is they live in parish houses and small
communities, which allows them to
grow in the virtue of charity and not
get lost in the large seminary,” noted
the archbishop.
Staff at St. John Vianney and
Redemptoris Mater continue to strive
for transparency, strong screening of
their seminarians and overall excellence to form the best priests possible
— ones that are committed to serving
the people of God and leading them to
an encounter with Jesus Christ.
“Our task in our seminary formation is to form virtuous men with the
heart of Jesus Christ, who have died
to themselves, will be willing to serve
wherever they are called, and who will
serve the faithful entrusted to their
care with pastoral charity,” said Archbishop Aquila. “The priesthood is not
about oneself, but serving Christ and
the Church, laying down one’s life as
Christ laid down his life for us.”
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Q&A on clergy misconduct and abuse of power
PREVENTION
The following are parts
of a document provided to
How does the Archdiocese screen
answer questions about how
men who apply for seminary or perthe Archdiocese of Denver
manent diaconate formation?
The application process for enterhandles misconduct and/or
ing
seminary and the diaconate is
abuse of power by members
multi-layered and stringent. The men
of the clergy, i.e., cardinals,
first enter a discernment process
bishops, priests, and
with the Director of Vocations
or the Director of Deacon
deacons.
The full
Formation through disIt is not meant to
Q&A
cernment retreats and
present the topics
can be read at one-on-one conversaexhaustively nor
ARCHDEN.ORG/ tions. These conversaserve as a form
tions and interactions
PROMISE
help
the directors evaluof policy; rather,
ate the man on a personal
it is a starting point
and informal level. All areas
to answer questions
of life pertaining to a priestly
that are being asked.
discernment are discussed with
the
director, including sexuality, acaThe archdiocese addresses
demics,
family-of-origin experiences
misconduct in four areas:
and prayer life. Once the man begins to
prevention, reporting,
understand and demonstrate evidence
immediate response and
of a call to the priesthood or the diaconate, and once the director has separate
ultimate outcomes.

and converging evidence that the man
is called by God, then he may begin the
formal application process.
How is the conduct of clergy
monitored?
All priests, deacons, seminarians,
consecrated lay people, employees, and
volunteers who have regular contact
with minors are required to complete
a Safe Environment training program.
This program teaches how to identify
signs of misconduct and best practices
for making churches, schools, and communities safer. Further, the Code of
Conduct instructs that all signers, even
if they are not considered a Mandatory
Reporter by Colorado Law, are expected
to report incidents of abuse, neglect,
or suspected abuse of children, elders,
or at-risk individuals. Clergy are surrounded each day by people who have
been through the Safe Environment
training program and who have signed
the Code of Conduct. Such individuals
are expected to help set the standard
of behavior and call out any problem
behavior, especially that of clergy.

REPORTING
What expectations does the Archdiocese have for reporting misconduct or suspected misconduct?
The Archdiocese strives to be a
highly reliable organization creating environments that are safe for all
people to live out their lives of faith.
Actual or suspected abuse of minors,
elders, or at-risk adults are reported to
law enforcement. Questionable actions
or speech which are neither abusive nor
provoking a direct suspicion of abuse
should nevertheless be brought to
the attention of clergy and/or staff. In
the event that such actions or speech
are that of clergy or a staff member, it
should be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator.
Sometimes, for a variety of reasons, people have been reluctant
to report misconduct or abuse of
power by clergy or staff members.
How is the Archdiocese addressing
this issue?
Since 2003 — and indeed even before

Season Four — Fall 2018
Sept 9
Sept 23rd
Oct 14th
th

Oct 28th
Nov 11th
Nov. 25th
Dec. 9th
Dec. 16th

James “Jeb” Barrett: Organ Music for Renewal and Reflection
Patrick Torsell- Organ Masterworks in A Minor
The Choir of Nativity of our Lord Church
Dvorak Mass in D with orchestra
Karen Beaumont-The Organ Music of Johann Pachelbel
Katherine Johnson: All Souls Concert
Allison Boccacia-Williams: From Back and Back
Repertoire Favorites and American Spirituals
The Vittoria Ensemble: Choral Masterworks
for Advent and Christmas
The Cathedral Basilica Choir:
The Annual Lessons and Carols for the season

Harry Stevenson
56 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their
loved ones. Respect for traditions, understanding the
needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.

Matt Whaley
31 Years

With over 87 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson and Matt Whaley
assist families with care and compassion.
Their expertise combined with professional services
in 11 Olinger neighborhood chapels is virtually
unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
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that date — the Archdiocese has had an
independent Conduct Response Team
that has worked with legal counsel to
address and respond to, in accordance
with Church and civil law, accusations
against a member of the clergy. This
approach is very similar to secular
“Whistle Blower” policies for the corporate world. The Archdiocese is developing a means for anonymously reporting
any kind of misconduct and/or abuse of
power by any member of the clergy or
Church employee, that will ensure all
reports are appropriately addressed.
Who would handle a case of
reported abuse by a bishop or cardinal in the Archdiocese of Denver?
While no specific procedure or precedent exists for the reporting of abuse
by a Bishop or Cardinal in the Archdiocese beyond the procedures described
above, abuse or suspected abuse of a
minor, elder, or at-risk adult by such
persons should always be reported to
law enforcement in accordance with
the Archdiocese’s standard policies. For
other forms of misconduct, reports can
be made to the bishop of a neighboring diocese or the Apostolic Nuncio.
Such reports should also be made to
the Victim Assistance Coordinator.

The Conduct Response Team and/or
the proposed anonymous reporting
method mentioned above are also avenues for reporting.
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE
What happens when a report is
made about a member of the clergy?
When a credible report of abuse of a
minor is made about a member of the
clergy, the man is removed from ministry
immediately. This is done to protect both
potential victims from any further harm.
In regard to other types of alleged misconduct, the Archdiocese will respond
promptly and with great seriousness. If
it is determined that the kind of misconduct being reported would put the safety
of others at risk (physically, spiritually,
emotionally), restrictions can be placed
on the ministry of the accused clergy
member. It is the goal of the Archdiocese
in all incidents of reported misconduct
to protect victims, while at the same time
withholding judgment until all investigations can be conducted. The Archdiocese does not transfer accused clergy to
other dioceses or parishes unless such
transfer takes place after an accused has
been definitively cleared of all wrong
doing.

GIVE,
WALK,
HELP.

How does the Archdiocese treat
sexual misconduct of clergy with
adults?
All reports of instances or suspected
instances of such misconduct are investigated in accordance with the Code
of Conduct. In the event of reported
misconduct, the Archdiocese also investigates whether the clergy member
abused his position of power, which
would add to the gravity of an already
grave situation. Once the details of the
misconduct are better understood,
the Archdiocese acts in a manner that
addresses its particularities — specifically addressing whether the clergy
member is suitable for ministry. These
steps are taken with the intent of preserving the safety of others, while at
the same time protecting clergy against
potential false accusations. It is important not to judge this type of misconduct
according to what society might find
acceptable or unacceptable, since the
Church has always taught that sexual
activity outside of marriage is a sin.

25 Annual
Proceeds benefit the lives and ministries
of the Capuchin Franciscans

Saturday, October 6, 2018
Sheraton Denver Downtown
1550 Court Place | Denver, CO 80202

11th Annual

5:30 pm - Cocktails | Silent Auction

Friends of The Poor Walk

7:00 pm - Dinner | Program | Live Auction
9:30 pm - Music | Dancing

Saturday, September 29th 8:30AM

Go to PoorWalk.SVDPden.org
for Walk details.

Lace up your Tennies and
Help Us Help the Poor.

What happens to a member of the
clergy who is found guilty of sexual
misconduct with a minor or child
abuse?
The consequences and penalties determined by the legal system
always take precedence. Additionally,
a member of the clergy who is found
guilty of sexual misconduct with a
minor or child abuse is permanently
removed from all ministry in the Archdiocese of Denver without the possibility to transfer to another diocese.
Tolerance or allowances are never made
in these situations.
What happens to a member of the
clergy who is found guilty of other
types of grave misconduct?
If a clergy member is found guilty
of grave misconduct, it is doubtful that
he will ever be able to return to active
ministry. Considering the nature of
misconduct, it may be the case that
after an extended period of time, a man
may return to a limited form of ministry that takes into account his past
transgressions. Additionally, transfer
of a member of the clergy will never be
made without a full disclosure of his
past misconduct.

th

Help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Denver Metro Council Feed,
Clothe and Shelter the Poor.

Bishop Machebeuf High School
458 Uinta Way
Denver, CO 80230

ULTIMATE OUTCOMES

Entertainment Provided by the Jerry Barnette Experience

Hosted by - Adele Arakawa
Keynote Speaker - Fr. John Lager, OFM Cap.
Fr. John Lager, OFM Cap.

Buy Your Tickets Today!
Visit BrownRobe.com or call 303.477.5436
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Parish Spotlight

Kulika nnyo,

Growing numbers spark expansion
at Our Lady of the Valley

Father Herman Nsubuga!

(which is “Congratulations, a lot” in Lugandan)

KULIKA
NNYO
AS YOU
CELEBRATE
YOUR
JUBILEE,
THE

BY MOIRA CULLINGS

I

n the 1970s, Windsor’s small community of Catholic believers gathered in an unlikely setting.
“We used to meet over a laundromat
downtown,” said Father Gregg Pederson.
The community, which had been a
mission of nearby parishes for several
years, eventually grew large enough to
build its own church.
Now, the numbers at Our Lady of
the Valley Catholic Parish in Windsor
continue to flourish.
“We’ve had an explosion of growth,”
said Father Pederson, the parish’s pastor.
Five years ago, Our Lady of the Valley
had around 1,000 families. Now, it has
over 1,600.
Not only has Father Pederson witnessed a spike in new parishioners
since he joined the parish, but he’s also
noticed a greater parishioner involvement in adult small group ministries
and children’s religious education.
It gives the pastor hope for
his parish, but also for the entire
Church.
“This past month,
there’s been a
lot of dark
news

25th

With our prayers and love,

The parishioners of St. Anthony, Sterling,
St. Catherine, Iliff, and Sacred Heart, Peetz.

ANNIVERSARY
OF YOUR
PRIESTLY
ORDINATION
ON

SEPT. 11
2018

St. Anthony Catholic Church
326 S. 3rd Street, Sterling, CO 80751
970.522.6422

Durable Medical Equipment Loan Program

Supporting safety and mobility for those in need in our community

Do you need to borrow a piece of equipment?
We are happy to provide loans of adaptive
equipment to our neighbors in need.

about the Church,” said Father Pederson. “But our people are still faithful
here and very vibrant.
“This is a sign of God’s faithfulness
to us and our faithfulness to him,” he
continued. “It’s all for the glory of Christ
and for the sake of saving souls.”
To embrace the growth and accommodate current and future parishioners, Our Lady of the Valley added an
adoration chapel, two nurseries, a youth
room, a parish hall with a new kitchen,
18 meeting rooms or classroom spaces
and new offices.
The construction process began in
2014 when a group of parish staff met
with Integration Design Group (IDG)
and Adam Hermanson, principal of
IDG who served as the architect for
the project.
In 2015, committee members met
with the town of Windsor and eventually the Archdiocese of Denver to get
approval for the project. That August
year, the parish kicked off a capital
campaign.
Fransen Pittman, the chosen
construction team, began
their work after the
groundbreaking
ceremony in
August of
2017.

Do you have DME that you are not longer using?
Your donated equipment will help an elderly or
disabled person remain safe and independent at home.
Equipment pick up, returns & donations: M-W-F from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

2501 Gaylord St., Denver, CO 80205 | 303-322-1413 ext.18 | DominicanHHA.org
Wheelchairs

Bath Benches

Hospital Beds Four-Wheel Walkers

& much more

You’’re invited!!

Center for Natural Law Seminar
The Foundation of Natural Law; and why it matters!
Saturday, September 22nd, 6-9pm

Enjoy the inspired insights of speaker
Fr. Daniel Nolan, FSSP.
Join us for a complimentary meal and beverages.
Don’t miss this exciting event, and bring a friend.
See you there!!

Must RSVP

Knights of Columbus Hall,
13645 East Bayaud Ave., Aurora, 80012

(303) 759-3599 or greg@centerfornaturallaw.org
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A place for reconnecting
With God.
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Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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The Denver CMA Board of Directors invites you to participate

October 19, 2018 - 6:30 p.m.
WHITE MASS, CONFERENCE & DINNER
Christ the King Chapel, St. John Vianney Seminary
1300 South Steele Street, Denver, CO 80210

“We Call in the Doctor:
Saint Basil’s Rules for Practicing Medicine”
Dr. Abraham Nussbaum
Parishioners at Our Lady of the Valley attended Mass and an open house
Aug. 26 to celebrate its new additions. PHOTOS BY JASON WEINRICH

The entire expansion was completed designed for today.
in 11 months.
“We designed it with the future in
“It was a pretty monumental effort,” mind,” said Myshatyn. “We really were
said Mike Myshatyn, Director of Main- trying to be forward looking.”
tenance and IT at Our Lady of the
An example of that, he said, is that
Valley, who also served on the design although the parish might not need 18
committee and eventually took on the classrooms now, the rate of growth over
role of project manager for the
the past few years suggests it will
expansion.
in the future — and possibly even
The team created three sepmore, which is why the classarate wings tied to one campus
room wing is designed to hold
building, said Myshatyn. Now,
a second story if it needs one.
there is a wing for the parish
Father Pederson attributes
hall and nurseries, a wing for
the parish’s development to an
the classrooms and a wing for
increased population in Windthe offices.
SPOTLIGHT sor and surrounding towns, the
“Each building has its own
parish’s worship experience
nuance,” said Myshatyn.
and its small group ministries.
The updates are designed to accomIts bustling community can now
modate the needs of parishioners who enjoy the expansion, which they came
will utilize them. Several of those together to see during an open house on
parishioners were invited to be part Aug. 26 following Mass and a blessing
of smaller subcommittees, that were by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.
involved in decisions along the way.
“Everyone was blown away,” said
“We wanted to consciously make Father Pederson. “They said it’s so much
sure that we reached out to all of the more beautiful than they expected,
people that had a vested interest and and it’s so much bigger than they were
had some insight and personal knowl- envisioning.”
edge of what worked,” said Myshatyn.
Father Pederson was grateful to be
“We were talking with the people part of such a historic milestone for the
that were going to end up using this parish.
stuff,” he said.
“It’s a very exciting, energetic place
But, the additions are not simply to be,” he said.

PARISH

FREE Training-Retreat

Lord Teach Me To Pray
IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES

Saturday, September 15 • 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Chruch
3900 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge CO 80033

Learn how to
deepen your prayer
life and help others
deepen theirs!

www.lordteachmetopray.com
Mrs. Carol Weiler at
carolweiler@cox.net or 504-439-5933
Father Marty Gleeson, OP at
mgleesonop@gmail.com or 504-717-8770

Director, Adult Inpatient Psychiatry - Denver Health Medical Center

The White Mass is a
tradition held on or near

the Feast of St. Luke (October
18), Patron of Physicians, to
honor and celebrate Catholic
Health Care Providers’
important vocation to offer
professional care for the
physical, emotional, and
spiritual well-being of our
brothers and sisters.
Denver-CMA Monthly Meetings 2018

www.denvercma.org

REGISTER FOR DINNER

$25 PER PERSON
denvercma.org/news/10-19-2018.html

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

14

SEPTEMBER 8-21, 2018 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Local priests produce
Catholic Stuff podcast for
“New Evangelization”

Compassionate. Professional.

Advance Planning is a

Gift for those you love

Contact us today to get
your FREE Leave Well
Planning Kit.
Call 303.743.8804

©LeapTie

HoranCares.com

REAL STORIES.
REAL EMOTION.
REAL COMMUNITY.
Join us for live multimedia events as we share
the stories behind the life-changing work
of Catholic Charities in our community.

JOURNEY OF HOPE FROM
OUR WOMEN’S SHELTER
Hosted by

KYLE DYER

storyteller and
former TV news anchor
Mark your Calendar

TUES., SEPTEMBER 18
7:00 P.M.

REGISTER NOW TO PARTICIPATE

ccdenver.org/engage

BY MARK HAAS

S

mark.haas@archden.org
@markhaastv

croll through the iTunes reviews
of the Catholic Stuff You Should
Know podcast, and you’ll find
comparisons to Bill & Ted and Beavis
and Butthead. The priests who produce
the show don’t take those as insults.
“I think everyone knows there are
a lot of other podcasts out there that
you can get better content, more organized, more professional, but there is
a particular character of this
one,” said Father John Nepil,
who started the podcast with
Father Mike Rapp when they
were in seminary together
out of a desire to share all the
things they were learning.
“It’s kind of like walking
through the zoo,” said Father Rapp.
“You see all these cool things, and you
say, ‘Oh, look at that, look at that, look
at that,’ and there is this wonder and
curiosity, and we wanted to share that.
We wanted to bring others to the zoo
I guess.”

THE J.10 INITIATIVE
During his papacy, Pope Benedict
XVI spoke about how the ‘New Evangelization’ must include technology and
the “Digital Continent.” Father Nepil
and Father Rapp aren’t sure who had
the podcast idea first, but they started
using a sound studio at the St. John
Vianney Seminary in Denver.
“We lost half of our first recordings,
because we didn’t know how to use the
studio, but we eventually figured it out,”
said Father Rapp.
The first podcast came out in
January 2010, and the priests
dubbed it a ‘J.10 Initiative.’ The
show recently hit the 350-episode mark, and today the
line-up of podcasting priests
also includes Father Nathan
Goebel and Father Michael
O’Loughlin. All four priests are members
of ‘Companions of Christ,’ an association
of priests formed in 2007.
“The podcast is a fruit of our
common life together,” said Father
Nepil. “What you are glimpsing into is
the Companions’ life, because all the
podcast is we hit record and we continue what we are already living.”

Visit catholicstuffpodcast.com to listen to the show, including a
recent podcast on “seeking truth in light of a suffering church.”
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(CATHOLIC) STUFF YOU
SHOULD KNOW
The name of the show is borrowed
(with permission) from the popular
Stuff You Should Know podcast, and
the format is two priests just having a
conversation, starting with some lighthearted banter.
“Not being at the pulpit, not doing
spiritual counseling, but just interacting with each other and having a
friendship with each other,” said Father
O’Loughlin, a Byzantine priest. “People
really do feel like they are having access
to something that is usually hidden.”
Father O’Loughlin is usually paired
with Father Goebel, pastor of St. Joan of
Arc in Arvada, while Fathers Nepil and
Rapp typically podcast together from
Rome. Father Goebel said it can be good
for parishioners to hear priests having
regular, everyday interactions.
“Most people don’t have a conversation with their priest unless they need
something,” said Father Goebel. “They
might say hello to him after Mass but
normally they are in front of him receiving a sacrament or a homily, and rarely
is it just a dialogue.”
Every episode then transitions to a
topic — an idea, a reading, a tradition,
etc. — although it’s far from a structured
presentation.
“Sometimes you go to the store
before you make dinner, and you know
exactly what you are going to the store
for,” said Father Goebel. “But sometimes the kids ask you, ‘What are we
having for dinner?’ and you have to look
in the fridge and see what’s there and
play a little Iron Chef.”
The priests said they feel part of the
beauty of the show is that they create it
together and it comes from the heart, and
with 2,000 years of Church history there
is never a shortage of things to talk about.
“Your experience might be going to

church and it might feel routine, but
the whole Catholic world is so rich and
densely populated that there is a lot to
be curious about and to be interested
in,” said Father Rapp.
PODCAST POPULARITY
The podcast has a 4.5 out of 5 stars
rating on iTunes and the show’s Facebook page has 15,000 followers. A friend
who helps behind the scenes said they
average almost 140,000 downloads a
week, but the priests say that’s not their
focus.
“From our perspective, we don’t
really care about ratings or numbers,
and in fact, we have been intentional
over the years to not go by the numbers,” said Father Nepil. “We just want
to share the life and be ourselves and
hopefully communicate something of
the Gospel and of faith.”
And while the priests said they do
read the comments and criticisms, they
care a lot more when they hear they’ve
helped change someone’s life.
“There are many people who have
said, ‘I was not Catholic and I started
listening and I am in RCIA now, I am
coming into the Church, please pray for
me’,” said Father O’Loughlin.
The priests said they’ve also heard
vocations stories or how an episode
helped someone through a hard time,
and they know the credit belongs to the
Holy Spirit.
“I say something stupid, and God still
really brings something great out of it,”
said Father Rapp. “I am really grateful
for all the feedback we get, they tell us
when they are edified and something
good happens, they forgive someone,
they make an act of love, they go and
serve the poor, or they go and spend
time in prayer. That stuff is just joy for
a priest.”
From left,
Fathers
Michael
Rapp,
Nathan
Goebel,
John
Nepil and
Michael
O’Loughlin run
the
Catholic
Stuff You
Should
Know
podcast.
PHOTO PROVIDED

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$1,071,480.44

All donations are tax deductible

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei
EVENTS

Silent Weekends

Prayer Days

September 28-30 – Nam và Nữ
Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.
Xin Cho Chúng Nên Một –
Tĩnh tâm Hôn nhân Gia đình

September 18
Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
Making Choices in Daily Life

October 5-7
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Most Precious Blood
Parish Retreat
October 19-21– Women
Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
Of Parables and Possibilities

October 9
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
An Art of Living
October 22
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Gratitude and Forgiveness

facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org
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Soup kitchen saved, prayers answered at parish ministry in Aurora
BY MARK HAAS

‘FOR I WAS HUNGRY, AND
YOU GAVE ME FOOD’

itting in her small office at the
Friends of St. Andrew Hospitality Center in Aurora, Siobhan
Larimer focuses her eyes on a small
statue of Jesus and holds back tears
as she talks about how this ministry of
Queen of Peace Parish will get to stay
in the building that they love.
“I was getting nervous,” said Latimer,
the director of the soup kitchen. “And
I thought, ‘I am sorry I should have
trusted you all along, but I am human,
and I got nervous.’”
Friends of St. Andrew was started by
Queen of Peace parishioners in 1986,
but when the long-time owner of the
building they rent on Dallas Street
passed away in 2016, the new owners
put the property up for sale. Queen of
Peace couldn’t afford the asking price,
so the parish community did their best
to put their faith in God to provide a
way for them to continue serving the
less fortunate.
“A lot of praying,” said Latimer. “But
it had gone on for a long enough time

Friends of St. Andrew is the only
soup kitchen in Aurora, and every
Monday to Friday a rotating group of
70 volunteers serve 100-150 hot meals
to those in need.
“I love it down here, it is fulfilling to
be here,” said Hannah Rottman, who
has volunteered for 18 years. “I was a
teacher for 27 years and I have always
liked working with people, and it seems
like a lot of our hungry and homeless
are forgotten.”
The center is actually about five
miles from Queen of Peace, but its location just off of Colfax Avenue positions
it to serve roughly 27,000 people a year.
And Friends is more than just a soup
kitchen; the service center also provides
food baskets, toiletries, help with photo
IDs, a free telephone and the option for
their guests to use the center for their
mailing address.
“Every person has a different story,”
says Rottman. “It is not all people that
don’t want to work, it is people that do
want to work. Maybe they lost their job

S

PHOTO BY MARK HAAS

that we finally just said, ‘It is in your
hands, all we ask now is that your will
be done. You know what ours is, but
we accept your will — whatever it is
for this’ — and right after that, the guy
bought it.”
The “guy” is a business owner in
Aurora who has asked to remain anonymous, but he bought the building and
told ‘Friends of St. Andrew’ that they
will remain the tenants, providing an
answer to their prayers.
“I said, ‘Jesus, you heard us, you
listened, you actually listened to us,’”
Latimer said. “And all I can say is thank
you, thank you, thank you.”

because they were sick or something
happened, but you try and help each
individual the best you can.”
FAITH THROUGH ADVERSITY
Father Felix Medina, the pastor at
Queen of Peace, said despite the uncertainty there was never any talk of stopping the ministry.
“It was a time to really turn to the
Lord and say, ‘Lord please do something,’” said Father Medina. “If we need
to move, we move. If we need to go on
the streets for a while, we will go on
the streets, and we will be there serving the people, but tell us, tell us what
you want.’”
As word about Friends’ situation
begin to spread, multiple people
reached out with offers to help, and
thanks to the generosity of the anonymous new owner, Queen of Peace won’t
have to find a new home.
“It was a great confirmation that the
Lord knows what we desire, the Lord is
attentive to our prayers, and the Lord
always does what’s best for us,” said
Father Medina.

ATE
N
O
D
AY!
TOD

WELCOME TO A NEW BEGINNING
AND NEW NAME
The staff of St. Raphael Counseling joins
Catholic Charities of Denver,
formerly Sacred Heart Counseling
ONE TEAM, ONE MISSION

MORE CLINICAL CARE
GROUNDED IN CHURCH TEACHING
Call (720) 377-1359 to set an appointment

straphaelcounseling.com

BOTTOM LINE DIAPER BANK
The Bottom Line Diaper Bank supports any Colorado family in need
by providing access to donated diapers for infants and toddlers.
Our goal is to increase awareness about the health risks associated with
diaper deficits and organize efforts to generate a reliable and adequate supply
of diapers to those in need. The Bottom Line Diaper bank is a volunteer social
care committee established by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Denver.

WHY

1 in 3 children
under the age of 3
live in poor families

HOW
You Can Help!

WHAT
Clean Diapers =
Healthy Babies

Donate or Volunteer today!

ccdenver.org/diaper-drive

We’re not hurt because we hate the Church,

We’re hurt because we love…

“
“

...Jesus
Christ

”

“

...Being
Catholic

...Those who
need healing

...Protecting the ...Our vital role
most vulnerable in education

“

“

“

”

...My
parishioners

“

”

“

“

”

...My
Archbishop

”

...The Truth
setting us free

”

...Spreading
the Gospel

“

...My pastor

“
“

”

...Being
united

”

“

...The fullness
of faith

“

”

...Our crucial
charities

“

”

...The Church
...The
that built western
Sacraments
civilization

”
”
”
”
”
To learn how we promise to continue
fighting for what we love visit:

| archden.org/promise
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School’s back in session
It was all smiles, joy and excitement
as Catholic schools kicked off the
new school year Aug. 27. Here’s
to an awesome school year!

From left to right: Third graders William Hackett,
Andrew Ring, Lauren Green, Owen Meister, Margaret Smith at St. Joseph Catholic School in Fort
Collins. PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

Preschooler Hazel White
explores her classroom at
St. Joseph. PHOTO BY JASON WEINRICH

Students at St. Mary’s of Littleton
arrive for the first day of school. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT

St. Mary’s pastor Father
Javier Nieva warmly
greeted families outside
the school. PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT
ACROSS

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver
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14

15
17
18
20
22
23

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning

24
25

More info at cfcsColorado.org

29
33

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785
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(with “The”)
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expectant
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Testament
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Repasts
Attack
Cuts up
Vessel for
perfuming
the altar
Sorrowful
cry
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___”
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(pope’s
summer
residence)
Texas diocese where
the Alamo
is found
Is unwell
___ boy!
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sweat of
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(Gen 3:19)
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in a church
Savory jelly
Fashionable
Permanently, in
poems
Asea
The act of
administering or
receiving
the
Eucharist
French
protest cry
Flat-fish
Winding
shape
Brass
instruments

21 Evil king of
Israel
24 Golf clubs
25 Really burn
26 Capital of
Vietnam
27 Intestinal
obstruction
28 ___
Testament
29 Labors
30 Governs
31 Long- continued
practice
32 “When pigs
fly!”
34 Jesus
separated
these from

37
38
40
41

43
44
46

47
48

the sheep
in Matthew
25
Wine flask
Evil deed
Watery fruit
Faith is like
a mustard
___
Peace
salutation
Boated
“And I will
___ you up
on eagle’s
wings”
Father of
Jehoshaphat
ArizonaVatican

connection
49 Person in
opposition
50 Exodus
pest
51 Diocese of
Honolulu
home
52 The righteous are
as bold as
this animal,
according
to Prov 28:1
53 Ran away
54 Bologna
bone
56 Latin for
“to pray”
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Get Involved
SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER

ENCOUNTER Retreat

40 Days for Life

28 9/28 - 9/29, St. Vincent de Paul
Parish, 2375 E. Arizona Ave., Denver,
$40. ENCOUNTER is a retreat that can
drastically impact your life. Through
different sessions of worship, teachings, personal stories and prayer, you
will encounter the God who comes to
meet you right where you are at in life!
Cost includes materials and meals. For
registration, visit archden.org/eflm/
encounter.

SEPTEMBER

2018 Vocations Walk

26 9/26 - 11/4, 40 days of prayer, fasting, and community outreach for an end to
abortion. Please come and join the 40 Days for Life prayer vigil for an end to
abortion. Pray and hold peaceful signs on the parking lot on Pontiac Street,
across from Planned Parenthood. For more details and events, visit 40daysforlife.
com/denver.

SEPTEMBER

22 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., St.
John Vianney Seminary,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Please join us at the St.
John Vianney Seminary as
we pray for an increase in
vocations, and in
thanksgiving for the
awesome vocations we
already have! This event is
free and open to all ages.

15

ACTS OF REPARATION
Offer an act of reparation for the Church
at one of the following events:

Masses of Reparation
at the Cathedral
Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila
will celebrate one
Mass of reparation
each month for the
remainder of the year
at the Cathedral.
The dates and times
are as follows:
Sept. 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Oct. 7 - 10:30 a.m.
Nov. 7 - 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 - 5:30 p.m.

SEPT. 13-15:

40 Hours for Reparation
at All Souls Parish
All Souls Parish, 4950
S. Logan St., Denver.
All Souls will host
adoration and Masses
for the sanctification
of the Church and
in reparation for the
sins of her members.
Full schedule is as
follows:
9/13 Mass at 7
p.m., followed by
adoration until Mass
on 9/14 at 8:15 a.m.
Adoration resumes
until Mass on 9/15 at
noon. Confessions on
9/14 from 3-8 p.m.

10

Friends of the Library
Book Sale

9/10 - 9/14, Cardinal
Stafford Library, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. The
Cardinal Stafford Library
holds its annual gently
used book sale of mostly
religious, fiction and
non-fiction titles. Call
303-715-3192 for more
information.

St. Vincent de Paul
Oktoberfest

4 p.m. - 9 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul Parish,
2375 E. Arizona Ave.,
tickets available at event
for food and games.
Come join in the fun at
our annual Oktoberfest.
Brats, beer, games for all
ages. Hammerschlagen,
Beer Strength Contest,
Corn Hole Tournament,
Photo Booth, Arcade
Games, Pie Contest,
Jump Castle, Magic
Show.
19

Millennial Church
Conference

9 a.m., Risen Christ
Parish, 3060 S. Monaco
Pkwy., Denver, free, but
RSVP required. Do you
serve in RCIA? Baptismal
prep? Marriage prep?
Adult faith formation?
Answering phone calls?
In charge of parish communications? Or do you
work with millennials? If

so, YOU ARE INVITED!
This is a FREE event!
However you will need
to register each person
who plans on attending.
For more details and to
register, visit archden.
org/eflm, scroll down
and click on the Millennial Church Conference
2018 link.
30

4th Annual Nun Run
with the Sisters of Life

7 a.m. - 9 p.m., DeKoevend Park Shelter A, 6301
University Blvd., Denver,
$60 1/2 Marathon, $35
5K, $30 1 Mile Family Fun
Walk. Bring your family
to the 4th Annual Nun
Run, a charity race that
supports the Sisters of
Life. For more details,
contact Deb Smith at
deborasmith63@gmail.
com or 303-523-8688.

OCTOBER
5

Facing Our Immortality
Men’s Cancer Retreat

10/5 - 10/7, Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden,
$150. For men who
are patients/survivors,
caregivers and surviving
spouses. This healing
retreat allows men to
be in communion with
the Holy Trinity and
one another as they
learn more about God’s
plan in the midst of
suffering. Confession
and anointing of the
sick are offered. Visit
facingourimmortality.
org/retreats for
more details.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Annunciation Heights
welcomes campers

LEGAL NOTICES

OBITUARIES

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY AND
ST. SIMEON CEMETERY
Combined Annual Meeting of the
Boards of Directors:
September 13, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
St. John Paul II Center

CEMETERY PROPERTY
PHOTO PROVIDED

Annunciation Heights, the new Catholic youth and
family camp located just outside of Estes Park, had its
kick-off event Aug. 25, marking the beginning of a new
era of camping traditions for adventure-seekers in
the Archdiocese of Denver and beyond. Families and
guests were invited to soak up the beautiful backdrop
of the Rocky Mountains and experience all the fun
activities the camp has to offer, including a 1,000-foot
zipline, a ropes course, fishing, rock wall and more. To
learn more about Annunciation Heights or book your
won getaway there, visit annunciationheights.org.

The Catholic Foundation hosts its
Evening of Appreciation

MOUNT OLIVET - Seven graves in the
oldest section, steps from cross: 4 side x
side, 2 side x side, & 1 single. Each holds
up to one casket + 3 cremated remains.
Buy all, in pairs, or single. $6,750 each.
Please call 714-846-4845. SS

MOUNT OLIVET
Single plot available in a desirable older
area: Section 30, Block 1, Lot 20, Grave 4.
Price is $3,500, trans fee incl. Please call
303-942-0576. AH

MOUNT OLIVET - Three crypts on the
inside of St. Anthony’s Mausoleum, Tier F,
Nos. 72, 73 & 74. Asking price $7,800 ea;
discount if purchasing more than one.
Trans fee incl. Please call 303-345-4368. PE

MOUNT OLIVET - In an older section
near chapel with spectacular views - a
single plot at Sect 30, Blk 3, Lot 67, Gr 3.
Current value $3,850; reasonable offers
considered. Please call 857-345-9197. DR

MOUNT OLIVET - Single crypt in the
Mother Cabrini II mausoleum, near the
brass bells. Crypt 16, Tier E, Sect. E. Current
value is $7,200; will consider all reasonable offers. Please call 303-513-5485. JL

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting place
PHOTO PROVIDED

The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
held its annual Evening of Appreciation for donors
and supporters Aug. 23. The Catholic Foundation
offers assistance with planned giving and other
financial planning services at the service of the
Catholic Church and is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. For more information about the
Catholic Foundation and the many services they
offer, visit thecatholicfoundation.com.
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in the Saint Francis Mausoleum: Sect. 0,
Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping the price
to only $7,500 (current value is $9,200)!!
Please call 480-290-0237. PM

MOUNT OLIVET - Two side-by-side
plots available: Sect 29, Blk 10, Lot 15, Gr 5
and Section 29, Blk 10, Lot 3, Gr 5; $4,200
per plot. Contact 303-880-8746 or email
meg.wacker@c2imaging.com.

DONATIONS NEEDED

CONCRETE

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR

The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving medical equipment for the community. Donate
wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower
benches, hospital beds etc. Call Dominican
Home Health Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18.
www.dominicanhha.org

Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
discount. Fast and friendly service.
References. Call today! 303-429-0380

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
INEZ ROMERO - It is with great sadness
that the family of Inez Romero announces
her passing on Wednesday, August 1, 2018
at the age of 76. Inez will be lovingly
remembered by her husband of 57 years,
Eppy Romero; their 3 boys Frank (Giga),
Andrew (Annabelle) and Phillip; her eight
grandchildren, Andrew Romero, Jr.
(Reyna), Derek (Brittany), Brandon
(Jazmine), Matthew (Audrey), Isaiah
(Haleigh), Cecelia, Jayden and Chloe; and
her 7 great-grandchildren, Lorenzo, Dominic, Daniel, Matthew, Elijah, Johnathan,
Korina, and Tristan. She will also be fondly
remembered by her siblings Linda, Lala,
John (Karen), Rick (Rose), and Lorraine
(Albert). She is preceded in death by her
father Juan, her mother Lucy, her sisters
Theodora and Mary, and her children
Gabriel, Rosalie, and Cecelia. A funeral
mass was celebrated at St. Anthony de
Padua with interment at Mount Olivet
Cemetery. She lived Cursillo #102.

PRAYERS
NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy
St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in
virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman
of Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of
all who invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart & humbly
beg to whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked.
Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for prayers
answered. GHG

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

EVENTS
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www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

Have you seen these around town? If so, take
a picture, email it to info@archden.org and
we’ll send you something. Want to know more?
mtyr.org

Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

CONTRACTOR
BOOK SALE - SAVE THE DATES!

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?

Gently used books; religious, non-fiction
and fiction titles. Cardinal Stafford Library
located at the John Paul II Center.
Sept. 10-14 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc...
all your construction needs.

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

ELECTRICAL
BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Repair &
Maintenance. Special for Denver Catholic
readers: Furnace Tune-Up with 11-point
furnace check - regularly $125; mention
this ad for the $79 special!!
Ask about our air duct cleaning service.
We do it all - air conditioners & water
heaters too! Free estimates & 24-hour
service. Since 1957, family owned & operated. Members of St. Joseph Church for
40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970-4827520. For important info & latest news, visit:
www.heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com
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CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or
commercial, big or small, we do it all.
Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured
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FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - *$100 off any job over
$1000 Special* valid for jobs starting in
May, June & July!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile
- Sales & Installation. Wood floor refinishing! 17 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

CLINICAL PEDICURES
Blessed Feet offers professional foot
care in your home provided by a
licensed nurse with 40 years experience. Cash payments preferred. Call
303-638-0707.

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing & heat-

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS

ing repair & replacement. Serving Denver
Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating BBB. $50
senior discount with ad. 303-766-4300

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell new
& recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts, etc.
Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

MOVING COMPANIES

HAULING/JUNK
REMOVAL

Full-service senior & residential moving.
Locally owned & operated; Parishioner at
St. Bernadette. See our reviews at Yelp &
Google.. Visit Homegrownmoving.com.
sssssPlease call 303-587-6200 sssss

PAINTING

Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

MDK REMODELING

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

ROOFING, GUTTERS &
From hereROOF
to eternity.
REPAIR

BEAUTIFUL
PAINTING OR REMODELING

Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

PATIOS

CUT RATE HAULING

REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY

HANDYMAN

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

IN-HOME HEALTHCARE PLUMBING, cont’d
SERVICES

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC
Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

Family business - Senior discount, free
a legacy of what matters
estimates. Call us today! Personally – Leave
to you most.

PLUMBING

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR

Financially – Wisely manage the assets that
- Repairs are all I do! Wind
God has entrusted to you, in full
damage and
fixthe
leaks.
Gutter repair
compliance
with
doctrine
of theand
Catholic
Church.
cleaning.
40 years exp. Free estimates.

Spiritually – Strengthen
parishes and our
Please callour
720-209-4589
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
Catholic community through your
BEST PRICES - HONEST
charitable giving.

Free estimates! Also, remodeling
or repair Foundation of Northern Colorado
The Catholic
is here tile.
to help you plan your Will, including the
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements,
opportunity for special gifts that you may not be
Family business. Senior discount.
able to create on your own.

Classifieds

SPRINKLERS & SOD

YARD WORK, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION for

Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

the Cathedral Basilica. Primary responsibilities: design & oversee Children’s Religious
Education Program; fundraise & organize
participation in Steubenville of the Rockies &
Mountain Madness; conduct Religious
Education Program for Parents; participate in
other Sacramental Preparation as needed;
design & implement Parish RCIA Program;
design & deliver the After-Mass Adult Faith
Formation Program; and orchestrate the
Parish implementation of More Than You
Realize. Individual must be in good standing
with the Catholic Church. Salary & benefits

Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and sod
installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST
PRICES
Planning
Your Will
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
For FREE estimate,
call 303-234-1539 or
and Special
Gifts
720-320-1841
303-399-7220

Service Directory |

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

HELP WANTED
BUSINESS MANAGER for St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center, full-time with
benefits. Responsibilities include, but are
not limited to, preparation & presentation
of financial statements; management of
payroll & accounts payable; human
resources support in hiring, maintaining
personnel files & helping the Pastor
maintain a work environment that values
its team members. We are seeking someone with 2-5 years in bookkeeping/
accounting experience, proficiency in Excel
& Word, excellent communication skills.
Undergraduate degree in accounting
preferable. Interested persons should
email their cover letter & resume to
businessmanagerresumes@thomascenter.org. Please, no phone inquiries.

COMPUTER SCIENCE TEACHER for
Mullen High School, part-time for the
2018-2019 school year. The position
involves teaching nine Introduction to
Computer Science classes, primarily to
freshmen. Desired qualifications include:
bachelors degree in Computer Science or
equivalent; prior teaching experience,
preferably in computer science; experience in HTML5, CSS3, JavaScript and web
design tools; experience with Arduino
microprocessor or equivalent. For a full
job description, please visit the Careers
page at https://www.mullenhigh.com.
Submit cover letter, resume and three
references to hr@mullenhigh.com.
Application deadline is Sept. 14th.

commensurate with experience. Please
email cover letter and resume with salary
requirements to Gerry at gathman@
denvercathedral.org.

HAVE A HEART TO SERVE THOSE
IN CRISIS? Join the chaplain volunteer
team at Swedish Medical Center in
Englewood. Our volunteers respond to
calls in the ER and do routine patient
visits M-F starting at 4pm. To inquire,
please contact Chaplain Gina Graves:
gina.graves@HealthONEcares.com

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS - Ave Maria
School has openings for two experienced,
qualified lead teachers, full time/part time
on a traditional school year calendar, for a
Jr. Kindergarten 4 year old class and a
Before & After School Preschool Extended
Day program. Candidates must be caring,
creative lead teachers to work in a faithbased, supportive, team oriented,
learning environment in a Pre-8 Elementary setting. We offer very competitive
wages and benefits. Please email your
resume & letter of interest to Terri Loiselle
at tloiselle@avemariacatholicschool.org.

YARD WORK
EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Landscaping,
yard work and sprinkler systems. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure
is a gift from God, and we can give it a way to serve
the greater good.

TV MASS FOR THE
HOMEBOUND
Give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure
in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34 TO YOU BY
BROUGHT

with the support of our viewers.

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Giving for the Kingdom of God®
or call 303.468.9885

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Why we stay, and the Viganò Testimony

T

he Sunday Mass scriptures
during this summer of horrors
have often been eerily appropriate, beginning with Jeremiah’s
polemic
against
GEORGE malfeasant
WEIGEL shepherds
who misThe Catholic Difference
lead the
George Weigel is a
Lord’s
distinguished senior
flock (July
fellow of the Ethics and
25) and
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
continuing
through
the story of many disciples’ defection
after the “hard words” of the Bread
of Life discourse (Aug. 26). And it’s
entirely understandable that more
than a few Catholics have choked
on the word “holy” these past few
months, when asked to affirm it of
the Church during the Creed and the
Offertory. But while understandable,
that still bespeaks a misunderstanding. The reason why is given immediately after the defection story in
John 6: 60-66, when the Lord asks the
Twelve if they, too, are going to bail
on him and Peter answers, “Master,
to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life.”
Everlasting life is offered to us

sacramentally at every Mass. That
is what we believe; that is why we
remain in the Church; and that is
why we must all bend every effort,
from our distinct states of life in the
Mystical Body of Christ, to reform
what must be reformed so that others
may know and love the Lord Jesus
and experience the life-giving fruits
of friendship with him. The Church’s
current crisis is a crisis of fidelity and
a crisis of holiness, a crisis of infidelity and a crisis of sin. It is also a
crisis of evangelization, for shepherds
without credibility impede the proclamation of the Gospel – which, as the
other headlines of the day suggest,
the world badly needs.
In the immediate aftermath of
Archbishop Carlo-Maria Viganò’s
“Testimony,” and its statement that
Pope Francis knew of the dereliction
of Theodore McCarrick, former archbishop of Washington and lifted the
sanctions against McCarrick that had
been imposed (but never seriously
enforced) by Pope Benedict XVI, the
polemics within the Church immediately intensified and ricocheted
through the media. In this febrile
atmosphere, it is virtually impossible
for anyone to say anything without
arousing suspicions and accusations.

But as I knew Archbishop Viganò well
during his service as papal representative in Washington, I feel obliged
to speak about him, which I hope will
help others consider his very, very
serious claims thoughtfully.
First, Archbishop Viganò is a courageous reformer, who was moved out
of the Vatican by his immediate superiors because he was determined to
confront financial corruption in the
Governatorato, the administration of
Vatican City State.
Second, Archbishop Viganò is,
in my experience, an honest man.
We spoke often about many things,
large and small, and I never had the
impression that I was being given
anything other than what he believed
in his conscience to be the truth. That
does not mean that he got everything
right; a man of humility and prayer,
he would be the first to concede that.
But it does suggest that attempts to
portray him as someone deliberately
making false accusations, someone
other than an honest witness to what
he believes to be the truth, are unpersuasive. When he writes in his Testimony that he is “…ready to affirm
[these allegations] on oath calling on
God as my witness,” he means it. And
he means it absolutely. Archbishop

Viganò knows that, in swearing such
an oath, he would be taking his soul
into his hands; which means he
knows that if he were to speak falsely,
he would be unlikely to find his soul
again.
Third, Archbishop Viganò is a loyal
churchman of a certain generation
and formation, bred to a genuine
piety about the papacy. His training
in the papal diplomatic service would
instinctively lead him to make the
defense of the Pope his first, second,
third and hundredth priority. If he
believes that what he has now said is
true, and that the Church needs to
learn that truth in order to cleanse
itself of what is impeding its evangelical mission, then he is overriding his
engrained instincts for the gravest of
reasons.
What Archbishop Viganò testifies
to knowing on the basis of direct,
personal, and in many cases documentable experiences in Rome and
Washington deserves to be taken
seriously, not peremptorily dismissed
or ignored. Cardinal Daniel DiNardo,
the U.S. bishops’ conference president, evidently agrees, as his Aug.
27 statement makes clear. That is
another step toward the purification
and reform we need.

Why remain Catholic (with so much scandal)?
The text below has been transcribed
from a video released by Word on Fire
Aug. 30.
wanted to speak to you again
about this terrible crisis we’re
passing through in the Church,
this crisis of sexual abuse and the
countenancing of it by some bishops.
I know
BISHOP I spoke
ROBERT to you a
BARRON couple of
days ago.
Guest Column
But what’s
Bishop Robert Barron is
been strikthe founder of the global
ing me
ministry, Word on Fire,
recently
and Auxiliary Bishop of
Los Angeles. He is the
is the
creator of the award
number of
winning documentary
series “Catholicism.”
people who
seem to be
calling for the abandonment of the
Church: “Because of this crisis, it’s
time for us to leave the Church. We’ve
simply had enough.”
Now, can I just say this? I totally

I

understand people’s feelings. I share
them — the feelings of anger and frustration. I get it. I get it. But can I also
suggest, I think this is precisely the
wrong strategy at this moment in the
Church’s life. Leaving is not what we
ought to be doing. What we ought to
be doing is fighting.
Let me explain that with a little
historical reference. One of my great
heroes is Abraham Lincoln. And Lincoln of course operated politically at
one of the most convulsive times in
our national history, when slavery
was threatening the very foundations
of American democracy. Lincoln
knew from the beginning of his career
that the nation, as he put it, couldn’t
survive half-slave and half-free. But
he saw more profoundly too that slavery as an institution was repugnant
to the very principles of American
democracy.
Now, we can hear that in the Gettysburg Address. And in a way it’s sad
that that’s become so cliché, that we

all memorize it in high school. But
let’s go back to those words: “Four
score and seven years ago our fathers
brought forth on this continent a
new nation, conceived in Liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal.” Notice he’s
articulating the principles that define
American democracy: freedom and
equality.
Then he says, “Now we are engaged
in a great civil war, testing whether
that nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long
endure.” He knew what was at stake
in the war was American democracy
itself. He knew that slavery was a
kind of cancer that would undermine
American ideals.
Now, I suppose at the time an
option would have been simply to give
up on the American experiment. “I’m
leaving the country. I’ve had it. This
thing is a disaster. I’m giving up.” But
Lincoln wouldn’t take that option.
In fact, he led the country down the

other path toward fighting — fighting
for the ideals of American democracy.
I think something similar is at
stake right now. The Catholic Church,
its great principles and ideals; the
Catholic Church, grounded in Jesus
Christ, the love of God made manifest
in him in his dying and his rising; the
Catholic Church, in all of its power
and beauty and perfection, is indeed
threatened by this terrible scourge
of sexual abuse. It is indeed a blight
upon the Church. It is appropriate
that people feel anger, frustration.
I suppose the option is on the
table: leave. “I’ve had it. The thing is
just too corrupt. I’m out of here.” But
see, I want to suggest everybody, that
is not what is called for. Rather, what’s
called for is the Lincoln option: fighting for the Church that we believe
in so powerfully; seeing this blight,
naming it clearly, unambiguously, but
then fighting to set things right. It’s
not the moment for cutting and running. It’s the moment for getting into
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Such as we are, such are the times

L

ike most Catholics, I have
found myself equal parts
appalled and frustrated over the
recent abuse allegations (and ensuing
cover-ups)
that conBRIANNA tinue to
HELDT
come to
light. CarGuest Column
dinals,
Brianna Heldt is a Catholic
bishops,
writer, speaker and
and priests
podcaster. Her work has
— the men
appeared in various print
and online publications.
we laypeople trust to
be our shepherds and guides — have
all been implicated in what are, by all
accounts, horribly unspeakable acts.
As much as I’d like to, I can’t just
ignore what’s happening. I’ve been
closely following Catholic news,
cheering for the brave souls coming
forward to tell their stories. The more
that is brought into the light, it seems,
the better chance we have for healing.
Yet as a layperson, I also admit
that there is a general feeling of helplessness that accompanies each new
revelation of corruption and abuse. I
am a stay-at-home mother, living in
Denver, with no real stake in church
politics. I attend a lovely parish with
my husband and children, and we are
certainly quite involved there, but
we are also far removed (mercifully!)
from the tragic things that we now

know to have been happening over
the past many years. Such revelations
are an unfortunate but very real
blight on Christ’s Church as a whole.
Our ability as Catholics to evangelize
in our local communities has been,
sadly, at least somewhat diminished
as our credibility in the world appears
to be nearly irreparably damaged.
So what is someone like me, or you,
to do? For one thing, I’ve committed
myself to staying up on what’s happening. I’ve also tried to use my voice,
humble as it is, to speak up in support
of both the victims, and the courageous churchmen coming forward
and making public statements in pursuit of truth. I also remain staunchly
committed to advocating as best I can
for the truth — this is not the time to
rely upon mere rumor or speculation.
We must plead and wait for the facts.
And of course, there is always prayer.
But I also want to be proactive.
While I don’t have a direct role to play
in managing the difficult affairs of the
Church, I do believe I have a responsibility to participate in Church life,
and in healing the painful wounds that
continue to rise to the surface. Surely
there’s a place for laypeople like me to
exercise their gifts and work to make
things better, even beyond a devotion to prayer and to the sacraments,
important as those things are.
In a recent homily, my parish

priest was discussing the present
state of things. He quoted something
from St. Augustine that has stuck
with me ever since: “Bad times, hard
times — this is what people keep
saying; but let us live well, and times
shall be good. We are the times: such
as we are, such are the times.”
Profound, right?
Certainly, no one can deny that
these are, indeed, dark times for the
Catholic Church. Sin and pain are
being exposed and dragged out into
the light. We are, and rightly so, scandalized. Some among us are perhaps
even tempted to walk away, and even
the most faithful of those sticking
around are uncertain and discouraged.
But the truth of the matter is that
not only can we cling to Jesus and
his promises in the most difficult
of moments, we can also renew our
commitment to live out our respective vocations the best we know how
— because the times, whether good or
bad, are not merely (or even mostly)
defined by a few (or a lot of ) wayward
individuals. They are also marked by
saints-in-the-making. The people
sitting in the pews. The mothers and
fathers doing the long, hard work of
love in their respective homes. The
many good and faithful priests and
bishops shepherding their flocks, day
after day and week after week.
So don’t despair! Don’t believe

that you can’t make a difference in
our Church. Pursuing holiness and
friendship with God, overcoming brokenness, and loving well are all representative of the times we live in, just
as surely as the darkest news headlines are. We must never give up on
faith, hope and charity. We must look
to Christ and to his mother, Mary, to
lead the way through both the joys,
and the sorrows, of this life.
If we can do this, even in the midst
of rocky, turbulent times, the world
will see. They will see the light in
spite of the darkness, and the good
in spite of the evil. They will see that
Jesus Christ is Lord, even when some
of his own people have abandoned,
mocked and spit upon him. They
will see that faithful Catholics are
ordinary men, women and children
who advocate for abuse victims and
Church reform, while simultaneously
holding firm to the tenets of the faith.
Loving Jesus, taking up our crosses
and following after him — it is truly
the only way forward. And not only
might God use us and our humble
efforts to remake a hurting Church,
we might also just discover that we
have been remade, as well.
St. Augustine was right when he
suggested that above all, we live well
in the bad and the hard times.
Because we are the times. Such as
we are, such are the times.

the fight.
And you say, “Well, okay, Bishop, I
get it. But how do I fight?” Look: You
fight through your own righteous
anger. You fight by writing a letter to
your bishop, a letter to the pope. You
fight by your very presence at Mass.
You fight by keeping people’s feet to
the fire. You fight by organizing your
fellow Catholics. Fight any way you
can. But you fight because you believe
in the Church; you love the Church;
and you realize that despite this terrible blight, it’s worth fighting for.
Keep in mind everybody, we are
not Catholics because of the moral
excellence of our leaders. God help
us if we were. We want our leaders
— indeed, we expect our leaders —
to be morally excellent. But we are
not Catholics because of that moral
excellence. We’re Catholics because
of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen
from the dead. We’re Catholics
because of the Trinitarian love of
God. We’re Catholics because of the

Mystical Body of Christ. We’re Catholics because of the sacraments. We’re
Catholics especially because of the
Eucharist. We’re Catholics because of
the Blessed Mother. We’re Catholics
because of the saints. Even as leaders
in the Church fail morally, the Catholic Church remains the Mystical Body
of Christ, the Bride of Christ. And
she’s worth fighting for.
Keep this in mind too everybody:
Every baptized person is priest,
prophet and king. A couple of days
ago I talked about the kingly office.
Can I talk now about the prophetic
office? When Israel got off the rails —
read the Old Testament, it happened
on a regular basis: This community
was meant to reflect the will of God
into the world, Israel the chosen
people of God, but frequently its leaders failed, frequently its people fell
into sin, frequently it fell away from
the Torah and the temple — what did
God do? He called forth prophets:
people like Jeremiah, people like

Isaiah, people like Amos and Ezekiel, people like Zechariah. And they
raised their voices — sometimes, yes,
in very angry protest — about these
corruptions within Israel.
You’re a prophet. Every one of you
listening to me right now who is baptized into Jesus Christ is a prophet.
Raise your voice! Prophets didn’t cut
and run when Israel was in trouble;
the prophets spoke out. That’s all of
our responsibility, all of us who bear
the prophetic charism.
Perhaps a last thought here. I said
it a couple of days ago, I’ll say it again.
Whom are we fighting for? We’re not
fighting primarily to save our institutions. See, I’m with my old mentor
Cardinal George of happy memory.
In the last talk he ever gave to all the
priests of Chicago, he said, “Remember, at the beginning of the Church,
there were no parishes. There were
no schools, hospitals, institutions.
There were evangelists,” he reminded
us. “There were proclaimers of the

word.” But the point was the Church
does not depend ultimately on institutions. We’re not fighting primarily
for that aspect of the Church’s life. We
are fighting for the victims of these
terrible crimes. We’re fighting for
people who were sexually assaulted,
sexually abused. If we cut and run
precisely at this challenging time,
who will be the prophetic voice on
behalf of these victims?
So that’s my little cri de coeur,
everybody — my cry from the heart.
I get it. I get the frustration people
feel. I share it. But this is not the
moment to abandon the Church. This
is the moment to fight for the Church.

Visit archden.org/promise
to watch the full video.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

