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WORLD YOUTH DAY DENVER 1993

Twenty-five years ago, a generation of faith was awakened
when St. John Paul II visited Denver for World Youth Day. In
this special issue, we pay tribute to the past 25 years, and
look eagerly ahead to the future.
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Will this generation respond?

P

ope John Paul II said he came
to Denver to proclaim the
Gospel in the “modern metropolis,” but some organizers thought
only 60,000 pilgrims would show up.
The 750,000 people who gathered in
Cherry Creek State Park proved them
wrong. Today, the Church continues to face obstacles, and it must be
asked: Will this generation respond
with the same openness to the Holy
Spirit and courageous faith?
Twenty-five years ago, very few
people expected what St. John Paul II
later dubbed “a revolution” to happen
in the “cow town” called Denver. Yes,
it was a newer city in the American
West that was growing, has some of
the most beautiful natural wonders
in our country, and the Church was
experiencing growth from an influx of
Latino immigrants. But the witness
of the joy, enthusiasm and love that
poured forth over those five days in

August surprised many.
There are other fruits that were
born from World Youth Day in
Denver. For many young people, their
faith was deepened, and the foundation was laid for their vocation to the
priesthood, religious life or marriage.
Our archdiocese has also witnessed
a boom in lay-run apostolates in the
wake of World Youth Day, especially
compared to other dioceses around
the country. It’s also fair to say that
our local Church was energized by the
faith-filled experience of 1993.
At the same time, we must be
realistic about the headwinds the
Church is currently encountering,
both locally and on a national level.
When one compares the weekly
Mass attendance statistics for the
archdiocese between 1990 and 2017,
the downward trend in the practice
of the faith is clear. In 1990, 37 percent of Catholics in the archdiocese

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, then Father Aquila, center, assists Pope
John Paul II with Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception during World Youth Day 1993 in Denver. FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
AUG. 11: More Than You Realize, Budweiser Event Center, Loveland (9 a.m. – 6 p.m.)
AUG. 12: 50th Anniversary Mass, Queen of Peace, Aurora (11:30 a.m.)
AUG. 19: 100th Anniversary Mass, St. Joseph, Akron (12:00 p.m.)
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attended Mass each week, but in 2017
only 23 percent of the flock came to
Mass that often. It is telling that this
drop occurred even as the population of Catholics in the archdiocese
increased by 250,000 people over the
same period. The numbers tell a similar story on a national level, with 39
percent reporting weekly Mass attendance in 1990 and 23 percent saying
they attended in 2017, according to
the Center for Applied Research in
the Apostolate (CARA).
These numbers paint part of the
picture, but they only give you a
bird’s-eye view of the Church. I know
from my time as a priest and these
past six years as archbishop that
although the practice of the faith is
declining in some parts, there are also
very vibrant ministries, parishes and
families throughout northern Colorado. Certainly, this is good, but we
cannot be content with the status quo.
The time has come, as we celebrate
the 25th anniversary of World Youth
Day, for a new “revolution” in how the
people of the archdiocese live out our
faith and share it with others. Over
the last three years, I have spoken
with all the priests of the archdiocese
about the need to promote this culture of discipleship. In the last few
months, with their input and the contributions of numerous lay people,
we are focusing on four areas that will
help create the foundation for such
a culture. They are: formation in discipleship, changing how we receive
people at parishes, equipping disciples to go out, and freeing up priests
and parish staff from administrative
tasks so they can evangelize.
The most essential part of building
a culture of discipleship is forming
parishioners so that they have the
support they need to become committed disciples, if they aren’t already.
Without this core group of people
who have encountered Jesus Christ
in a life-changing way, the faith can
easily become a set of impersonal
rules, especially for those who have
had no exposure to the faith.
So, how do we support existing
disciples or those in formation? As I
have discussed with all the priests, we
need to create discipleship networks
throughout the archdiocese that provide a place for missionary disciples

to receive support, share best practices and experience community.
We also need to ask: How do we
respond to that person who calls the
parish looking for information about
baptism or marriage, or the anointing
of the sick, even though they haven’t
been to church in years? Do we direct
them to the forms they need to fill out,
or do we work to create a friendship,
seeing the conversation as a moment
to receive them as Christ would?
These moments could be the gateway
to a life-long relationship with Christ
and the Church if we approach them
differently. In short, we need to look at
improving how we receive people who
come to our parish or contact us.
The third area of focus is on promoting a culture of going out by teaching the disciples within our parishes
how to approach someone who is not
close to the Church or has no faith
exposure at all. Every parish should
ask itself: What events or ministries
do we offer that a person without a
faith background or a lapsed practice
of the faith would be interested in?
And if a person is further interested,
how do we gradually bring them closer
to Christ and the Church?
The final aspect of creating a culture of discipleship that the administrative offices of the archdiocese will
be working on is freeing up priests and
parish staff for evangelization. Priests,
catechists and youth ministers spent
years training to share the faith, but
too often their time is spent dealing
with paperwork. While respecting the
autonomy of the pastor, this effort will
provide parishes with solutions that
relieve some of the operational burdens they experience, particularly in
more remote settings.
The analogy of a tree is a great way
to describe this creation of a culture
of discipleship. The spiritual legacy
and fruits of World Youth Day are
the trunk, and from that trunk these
four areas of effort spring forth as
branches. These four branches are
just the initial growth of the tree, or a
culture of discipleship that I hope and
pray will flourish in the Archdiocese
of Denver for the next 25 years and
beyond. May St. John Paul II intercede for our efforts and may every
person in the archdiocese be drawn
closer to Christ and his Church!
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Around the Archdiocese

The next 25 years

From here to eternity.

beginsnow
Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts

I

t was 25 years ago today that
World Youth Day came to Denver
and sparked a revolution of faith
among young people. Since then, the
call of St. John Paul II to proclaim the
Gospel “to the ends of the earth” has
been answered in more ways than we
can count. In this special commemorative issue celebrating the 25th anniversary of World Youth Day, the Denver
Catholic is pleased to tell the stories of
some of the fruits these past 25 years
have bore.
More importantly, though, today
marks the beginning of the next 25
years. We pray that these stories will

serve as inspiration for a new generation to proclaim the Gospel to the
ends of the earth and lead others to
encounter the unconditional love of
Jesus Christ. It’s time for a movement
that shows the world how the Church is
More Than You Realize, and that movement starts now.
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Visit denvercatholic.org and
see how you can be a part of it.

Bethlehem Handicrafts

Personally — Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
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The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
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opportunity for special gifts that you may not
be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it
a way to serve the greater good.
Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in
heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Bannoura Family

A carving skill that has been passed down in our
family for many generations.
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Throwback

Let the celebration begin
BY DAVID MYERS

T

he Spirit of Christ rocked Denver
Aug. 11 as between 100,000 to
150,000 of the world’s youth
and young adults gathered at Celebration Plaza for the official opening of
World Youth Day ‘93.
It had been an uphill climb for many
of the young people who, a year-anda-half ago, began working extra jobs,
holding fundraisers and saving every
penny to come to Denver.
It wasn’t a rock concert, a sports
event or the souvenirs that drew them
to Colorado, but simply the desire to
grow closer to Jesus Christ via other
youth of the world.

THIS ARTICLE WAS ORIGINALLY
PUBLISHED IN THE AUG. 18, 1993
ISSUE OF THE DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER.

ATMOSPHERE

ST. PETER CLAVER

It was a Wednesday in Colorado
August, temperatures reached into the
‘90s, a brief shower relieved, but sent
scurrying several thousand pilgrims,
and a cool breeze occasionally wafted
mercifully by.
Youth played in the park fountain
adjacent to Colfax Street, local TV
anchors prepared for their afternoon
coverage, and the most common question, “Where ya’ from?” could be heard
every few seconds.
McDonalds and souvenir stands lined
the street between the park and the Civic
Center. People held signs saying “Pins
- $5,” while others sat yelling, “Last
chance for banners. Get your banners!”
Though an obvious black eye to the
spirit of World Youth Day, the excess in
commercialism wasn’t nearly enough to
spoil the mood of the spiritually energized crowd.

Jim Young, a 17-year-old from St.
Peter Claver Parish in Baltimore, was
sitting with several friends just yards
away from where Archbishop J. Francis
Stafford announced in April of 1992 that
Denver was to be the pilgrimage site.
“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet the pope and youth who
share the same ideas,” he explained.
“Hopefully, it will get more people
involved instead of sitting and watching
it happen.”
Young, the President of the Catholic
Youth Organization at his parish, came,
like many, with the hopes of meeting
the Holy Father and enriching his faith
in God.

PHILIP AVANTE
Philip Avante, then 19, was one of
three representatives from the Archdiocese of Denver who was in Rome
and listened as Pope John Paul II
announced that Denver would be the
host city for World Youth Day.
On opening day, he was on a stage
performing native dances with the Filipino Christian Community of Colorado.
“We planned for 16 months and it
comes down to this week,” Avante
reflected. “It’s great having it come
together.”
Avante has been with the dancers,
who perform on special occasions, for
two years.
“This experience will help to unite
youth of different races,” he said.

PARISH VISITORS
A small group of nuns who belong to
the Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate stood watching the varying cultural
song and dance performances on a stage
at Celebration Plaza.
Sister Maria Marie and the others
came to Denver from their home in
the Bronx to celebrate youth and the
Church.
“It’s unbelievable,” she said. “I’ve
never experienced with youth such
joy and enthusiasm in great numbers.”
The Parish Visitors mission includes
door to door evangelization and outreach to Catholic families.
“[World Youth Day] builds unity of
Catholic people throughout the world,”
Sister Maria commented.
“They are strong, vibrant and in big
numbers.
“We have to impress on youth that
we are one body.”

CROATIA
“One of the reasons we came here
is because we think America doesn’t
know enough about Croatia,” said Vlaho
Kojakovic, a 19-year-old student of economics in Croatia.
“We have one-half million refugees,
the economy is a catastrophe and there
is little food.
“Today, we are showing the world
that we are Catholic,” he added. “We
don’t want to fight; we just want peace.”
Kojakovic, who arrived with a small
contingent from his native country, said
that every day the Catholic Church in
his home town of Kutina is filled with
the faithful, many of them young
people. “The pope is a friend to Croatia,” he commented. “We need his help
because we are out of strength.
“We love Denver. You are a wonderful people. Please pray for peace in
Croatia.”
KEYS LOCKED IN CAR
As Native American dancers performed on stage, Jane Hernandez sat
watching, thankful and a bit surprised
that she made it at all from her home
in Wichita, Kan.
“We stopped for pizza in Limon
and locked our keys in the car,” she
explained. “For two hours, the police
helped us.
“This is a lifetime opportunity,” she
said. “It will bring young people closer
to the Church and to each other. Hopefully it will bring some peace into the
world. There is so much hatred.”
THE DAY’S END
Following the 7:30 p.m. opening
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Stafford, nearly 150,000 young people
headed to their buses and housing sites,
many walking miles to get there.
People yelled and cheered as they
paraded their various directions, tired,
but anticipating the blessings that
tomorrow would bring.
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FREE ESTIMATES

•INSURANCE CLAIMS
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2221 GRAY STREET, EDGEWATER, CO 80214

www.millsroofingcompany.com
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I

n thanksgiving for the many graces
and blessings received in the lives and
ministries of the Catholics of Northern
Colorado and the world on the historic
visit of Saint John Paul II to Denver
and World Youth Day ‘93.
Very Reverend Ronald W Cattany
Pastor and Rector
Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception
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Cover Story

‘Denver, Denver, una
The awakening of Denver after WYD ‘93
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

T

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

he festivities kicked off Aug. 11
at Mile High Stadium, where
the Holy Father was flown in
via helicopter. It wasn’t just a big deal
that World Youth Day was happening in
Denver; it marked the first World Youth
Day ever to be held in the United States,
which means it was the pope’s first
encounter with the youth of America
in this setting.
Cardinal J. Francis Stafford fondly
remembers the pope’s visit to the Mile
High City. It’s something he never
expected to happen and was just as
surprised as everybody else when it did
during his episcopacy as Archbishop
of Denver.
“To see the Holy Father seated in the
episcopal chair in the Cathedral — that

Then-Archbishop J. Francis Stafford embraces Pope John Paul II at the
Convention Center in Denver. The Holy Father visited Denver in a time
of division for the Church and with the guidance of Archbishop Stafford,
the Church in Denver was revitalized. FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

“I came that they might have life,
and have it to the full.”
John 10:10

We join with the Archdiocese in celebrating Pope Saint
John Paul II’s historic visit to Denver in 1993, and all
that Cardinal Stafford, Archbishop Aquila and the
people of the Archdiocese did then to make possible
this amazing event and gift to our community.

Scott M. Browning
sbrowning@lrrc.com
303 628 9540

doesn’t happen very often,” Cardinal
Stafford recalled. “I never dreamed that
it would happen.”
Yet, what many don’t know is that
this event that would change the course
of American Catholicism came in a time
of turmoil for the Church in Denver
and America as Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila recalls, who at the time was the
Director of the Office of Liturgy for the
Archdiocese of Denver.
“The Church was in a period of
transition with the implementation of
Vatican II, the changes in the Liturgy
and other changes. Archbishop Stafford had come in 1986 and the period
of experimentation had come to an end.
There were some who were resistant to
that. There were others who celebrated,
and so the Church was still somewhat
divided,” Archbishop Aquila said.
When WYD came about, the pope
invited the faithful to focus on Jesus

7

WYD 25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION | DENVER CATHOLIC | AUGUST 11-24, 2018

rivoluzione!’
himself, springing forth a renewed
sense of unity in the archdiocese.
“WYD brought a real unity to the
clergy and to the faithful of the archdiocese. Part of that was through the
various talks that John Paul II gave, his
emphasis on an encounter with Christ
and his words… It brought in a whole
new energy into the Church. There was
almost a spirit of maintenance, of just
keeping things going, and WYD brought
in the aspect of a deeper formation, a
deeper relationship with Christ, and
a deeper living out of the faith in the
world,” Archbishop Aquila evoked.
FERTILE SOIL, ABUNDANT FRUIT
The Denver youth responded with
an open and generous heart to the
Holy Father’s calling. They left quite
an impression on Pope John Paul II,
Cardinal Stafford recalled.
“There were 100,000 young people

in the stadium in Denver, and I was
standing below him and looked up and
there were tears on his face. When he
went back to Rome, he was filled with
joy and enthusiasm for the people of
North America in a way that had not
been present before,” Cardinal Stafford
said. “When he saw me several months
later, it was in a meeting in Rome, and
the only thing he said to me was, ‘Ah
Denver, Denver, una rivoluzione!’
“He was overwhelmed by the mystery of the young people in Denver.
They are in love with people, they are
in love with God, they are a beautiful
people because of that.”
What many Catholics and non-Catholics found impressive about WYD ‘93
was the love, enthusiasm and initiative with which the youth responded to
God’s call put forth by the Holy Father.
“I think part of [what made Denver
such fertile ground] was the presence of

Archbishop Stafford and his real desire
for people to come to know Christ and
to really be faithful to him and to the
teachings of the Church,” Archbishop
Aquila said. “When he became Archbishop of Denver, he had a wealth of
experience in guiding people in service
of the poor and really care for the poor,
a deep love for Catholic education and a
real support for Catholic schools.
“There were initiatives that he had
begun that helped people be more
receptive to Christ and to the Church.”
A quarter century later, the Archbishop of Denver sees that WYD
touched the laity the most, a reality he
sees evident in the many new apostolates that sprung out after ‘93.
Looking at the next 25 years, he
hopes that what began with St. John
Paul’s visit to Denver will deepen and
expand as the Church goes out to make
disciples in society.

Archbishop Aquila, seen here
behind the pope in 1993, hopes the
flame started 25 years ago is kept
alight for the next 25 in the Archdiocese of Denver. FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

“I would hope that the Church would
continue to grow and to really go out
and witness in her service to the poor, in
Catholic education and in our Catholic
schools,” Archbishop Aquila concluded.
“I would hope to see more active parishes that are truly rooted in going forth
and making disciples — that there would
be the kind of fire in Denver similar to
the early Church, where many lay people
would go out and teach others the faith
and invite them to encounter Christ.”
Aaron Lambert contributed to this report.

Celebrating 25 years of Adoration

Adoration Chapel at St. Thomas More Catholic Parish
consecrated by Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger
August 14, 1993
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Words from JPII that inspired a generation

“

W

hen St. John
Paul II came
to Denver in
1993, he sparked a movement that completely
revitalized the Church
in Denver and inspired
an entire generation to
spread the Gospel to the
ends of the earth. Here
are a few of the quotes
he spoke while in Denver
that helped to do so.

Jesus Christ is
truly the world’s
Shepherd. Our hearts
must be open to his
words. For this we have
come to this World
Meeting of Youth: from
every state and diocese
in the United States,
from all over the
Americas, from every
continent: all represented
here by the flags which
your delegates have set
up to show that no one
here this evening is a
stranger. We are all one
in Christ. The Lord has
led us as he leads the
flock.”

“

Here in
Denver, at the
‘World Youth Day,’
the Catholic sons and
daughters of America,
together with others
‘from every tribe and
tongue, people and
nation’ ( Apoc 5,9), join
all the generations
since who have cried
out: God has done
great things for you,
Mary — and for all
of us, members of
his pilgrim people!”
( Cfr. Luc 1,49).

“

It is a pleasure
for me to see so
many priests, religious
and lay faithful from
Denver, from the state
of Colorado, from all
parts of the United
States, and from so
many countries of the
world, who have joined
the young people of
the World Youth Day
to honor the definitive
victory of grace in
Mary, the Mother
of the Redeemer.”

“

The family
especially
is under attack. And
the sacred character
of human life denied.
Naturally, the weakest
members of society are
the most at risk: the
unborn, children, the
sick, the handicapped,
the old, the poor and
unemployed, the
immigrant and refugee,
the south of the world!”
JOHN PAUL II

JOHN PAUL II

JOHN PAUL II

JOHN PAUL II

Resurrecting
Vintage Imagery
for Today’s
Catholics

Bringing light
to skate parks
everywhere.
Introducing Motherboards,
specializing in U.S.-made
skateboards with custom
Catholic artwork.

Made in Colorado,
shipping worldwide
A complete catalog can be found at
FullOfGraceUSA.com

loveyourmotherboard.com

9

WYD 25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION | DENVER CATHOLIC | AUGUST 11-24, 2018

GIVE THE GIFT
OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
You can help families in your community today through
Seeds of Hope.
Seeds of Hope cultivates minds and hearts for Christ by
making a transformative Catholic education ﬁnancially
accessible to any family who seeks it.
We’re expanding for the upcoming 2018-2019
academic year. Seeds of Hope is now providing
scholarships to families in need across Northern Colorado,
no matter which Catholic school their students will attend.
Please join us to change a life. A gift of just $150 a month
can provide a scholarship that makes Catholic education
possible to a student in need.

TO MAKE A GIFT,
visit seedsofhopedenver.org
or call 303-867-0614

“I want to say. ‘thank
you, thank you’, because
it is a huge blessing for
us to be able to provide
our kids with a Catholic
education.”
- Jessica (Parent at St.
Catherine of Siena)
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This is

our habit

WYD
marked a
milestone
in their
lives
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA
carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

The lives and faith of
thousands of youth at the
time were deeply impacted
and transformed by
World Youth Day
Denver 1993. The fruit
of their participation in
the event went farther
than happy memories.

W

e interviewed three leaders
of our Church who were
present as a small sample
of what the event meant in the lives
of the thousands of participants that
listened to St. John Paul II say, “The
Gospel must not be kept hidden because
of fear or indifference… It has to
be put on a stand so that
people may see its light
and give praise to our
heavenly Father.”

Like us on
Facebook

ANA TISCAREÑO
Hispanic leader.
Holy Rosary Parish
Tiscareño had immigrated from
Mexico to Colorado and although she
was baptized Catholic, she had never
received much formation in the faith.
She received a few invitations to join a
Protestant church, but something told
her she had to remain being Catholic.
In this context, she decided to participate in WYD. “There was something,
perhaps insignificant to many, that
caught my attention [during WYD],”
she recalled. “While we were walking
through Denver, some people offered
us cold water outside of their homes.
I still can’t explain why that gesture of
kindness touched my heart so deeply.
“Twenty years later, when I was
on my second year of Biblical School,
I read, ‘And whoever gives to one of
these little ones even a cup of cold water
because he is a disciple. Truly, I say to
you, he shall not lose his reward’ (Mt
10:42).”
In 2013, Tiscareño had the opportunity to send her daughter to WYD
in Brazil. Before saying “bye” at the
airport, the group chaplain celebrated
Mass and, in his homily, said, “When
you go on pilgrimage, something very
special happens: God fills it with so
much grace that it manifests itself
throughout your life.” When Tiscareño
heard this, she felt much joy. “I learned
many things [at WYD], among
them my desire to know
the beauty and truth
of my faith. I’m very
proud of being
Catholic! I love it!
I love sharing a
little bit of what
God has blessed
me with,” she said.

Follow us
on Twitter
Like our videos

vocations@cppsadmin.org • www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org

Ana Tiscareño at World Youth Day
in 1993. PHOTO PROVIDED
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Our family serving yours with compassion and integrity!

RODOLFO JOSÉ CÁRDENAS

MARY BETH BONACCI

Journalist. Director of the radio
show “Hablemos Hoy”

Author and speaker

This Venezuelan journalist covered
WYD Denver for Telemundo in 1993.
“Our newscast was the only Spanish
newscast in local television, so covering
the visit of the supreme pontiff did not
only present a great professional challenge, since we were a very small team
and with few resources, but we were also
very much aware of the significance of
such an event for our Hispanic community, Catholic per excellence,” he said.
“The excitement of this opportunity was so great that it made us disregard our technical constraints and we
focused on providing all the details of
the papal visit to our community,” the
journalist recalled. “Being able to offer
our Hispanic viewers our own stories
with our own images was something
that made us feel extremely proud.”
What impacted him the most was
“the excitement of all who attended,
their religiosity, their Catholic conviction, their joy, the happiness of being
part — perhaps — of one of the most
important events in their lives.” Cárdenas remembers how impressed he was
when he saw there were people not only
from the United States, but from all
over the world. And he assured that the
witness of the youth “was something
impressive…Thousands and thousands
from all over the world, united in prayer
and in one faith.”
Moreover, he said that the access
media outlets had “was fantastic,” and
that “journalists from all over the world
were there.”

The young Mary Bonacci was one of
the speakers at WYD prior to the arrival
of Pope John Paul II at Mile High Stadium Aug. 13, 1993. “The talk itself was
not the highlight,” she said. “The audience was there to see the pope, not me.
I don’t remember what I said in my talk,
but I do know that, with such a big stadium and so much of the audience so far
away, a lot of people weren’t listening.”
Bonacci remembers how the streets
in Denver were filled with youth “wearing Catholic t-shirts, smiling and greeting each other.” Everybody was excited
to see so many others who were like
themselves — Catholics who loved the
Holy Father,” she recalled.
“When [John Paul II] arrived in
Mile High Stadium that night, I was
crying. We were all crying. It seemed
like there wasn’t a dry eye anywhere.
He loved us,” Bonacci said. “And he
brought to us a love that was not his
own. It was the love of Christ, radiating
through an extraordinarily holy and
loving man.”
Although there were other events
during WYD, Bonacci admitted that
“none was as exciting as that first evening, when we welcomed our beloved
Holy Father to Denver.”

Mary Beth Bonacci speaks at Mile
High Stadium on the opening day
of World Youth Day in 1993. PHOTO PROVIDED

Owned and
Operated
by Local
Catholic
Family

Available 24 Hours a Day / 7 Days a Week
Free Consultations & Planning Guides.
Make New Arrangements
or Transfer Existing Plans.
We Work with All Cemeteries!

OVER
YEARS

Experience

Call or come by today for a FREE COPY
of Rev. Kenneth Koehler’s guide,
“Preparing a Catholic Funeral”.

2969 BASELINE ROAD, BOULDER, CO 80303
303-440-3960 WWW.GMMORTUARY.COM

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Step-Up CD
Step up your savings today with
our flexible, one-time
rising rate CD.
• 2.27% APY* 48 month starting rate
• 2.53% APY* 60 month starting rate

Disclosures
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield and is based on compounding dividends within the certificate. A penalty will be imposed if you withdraw the principal before the certificate
maturity date. The penalty is calculated as a forfeiture of interest that has been or would be earned on the account. If the account has not yet earned enough interest, the
penalty will be deducted from the principal.
The four (4) year and (5) year Step-Up certificates of deposit offer a “step up” feature which allows a one-time option of locking in a higher dividend rate* on your certificate
of deposit. The “step up” feature is available after the certificate has remained on deposit for a minimum of 2 years (730 days). The minimum deposit to participate in the
Step-Up certificate of deposit is $500.00.
Once the Step-Up feature is requested *the higher dividend rate will match the rate being offered on a new Fidelis Catholic Credit Union certificate of deposit with the same
term. Member must inform Fidelis Catholic Credit Union of their intent to “step up” their dividend rate in person or in writing to: Fidelis Catholic Credit Union, 6320 Olde
Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada, CO 80003. Offer available to members of Fidelis Catholic Credit Union. This is a limited time offer and rates are subject to change without notice.

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today!
Uniting Your Faith
and Finances

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Denver Catholic readers
share stories from WYD ‘93
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

YOU’RE
INVITED!

Pat Panek Memorial Golf Tournament
The Machebeuf Open

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 10, 2018
7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast
8:30 a.m. Tee Off
1:00 p.m. Banquet Lunch

Green Valley
Ranch Golf Club
4900 Himalaya Rd,
Denver, CO 80249

Foursomes and Sponsorship
opportunities available,
visit machebeufopen.org
or call 720.476.7518

machebeufopen.org

“My parents took me
to WYD 1993 in Denver
when I was nine years
old. I had no idea what
was really happening,
but I could tell it was
important and exciting. I remember the
large crowds of people
lining the streets, and I
remember the gathering that we attended at
McNichols arena. The
place was packed and
everybody was waiting
for Pope John Paul II. I
didn’t know who he was,
but I will never forget
when he entered the
arena dressed in white
and everybody started
cheering. I even remember seeing tears in some
people’s eyes. I asked
my dad, ‘Who is that?’
And my dad bent down
to me and said, ‘That’s
the pope.’ I can still
feel the power of that
revelation of the Vicar
of Christ echoing in my
heart. In some mysterious way that moment is
tied up in my vocation
to the priesthood.”
-Father Ryan O’Neill,
Vocations Director

“My husband and I
both attended World
Youth Day, as young
Catholics in the
metro area, but didn’t
know each other at
the time. I believe
our both attending
and the blessings of
St. John Paul had a
hand in bringing us
together and continuing the faith in our
family. St. John Paul
has had a lasting and
profound impact in
our lives.”
-Stephanie Danaher, Aurora

“I remember arriving
on the dewy grounds of
Cherry Creek Reservoir
before sunrise among
crowds of other bundled-up worshippers. It
was beautiful watching
the sunrise and hearing
the words of our Holy
Father. As a keepsake of
that memorable morning, I carried home a
type of touchstone...
one of the hundreds of
groundstakes that were
used to mark blocked
off areas for people to
sit while allowing walkways in the open field.
Once home, I used my
little craft saw to make
individual crosses for
myself and our sons.
I still have mine 25
years later as my token
from that spectacular
morning.”
-Deb DesMarteau,
Centennial
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“I was so excited to
attend the Mass said
by the Holy Father. I
volunteered to take
the overnight shift at
Our Lady of Fatima
to chaperone those
youth that had traveled from all over the
world to participate
in World Youth Day.
I had only had about
4 hours of sleep prior
to this event due to
my work & family
schedule. I had the
overnight shift the
night before the Mass
at Cherry Creek State
Park. I left the church
at 5 a.m. went home
packed up my car,
took my kids to their
grandparents (they
were very young)
and headed to pick
up a couple of people
who also wanted to
attend. I was going on
pure love!!! Nothing
was going to stop me
from my one and only
chance to attend a
Mass said by a pope!
Oh how lucky I was
to be there with the
Great John Paul II.
Even though I was
nowhere near close
to meeting him, I was
happy just to be in
his presence as he
shared our Lord
with the thousands of other
faithful.”
-Tamara
Abad, Denver

Denver Catholic
reader Deb DesMarteau crafted this
little cross from
a wooden stake
used at the Mass
at Cherry Creek
State Park in 1993
and saved it as a
memento from the
event. PHOTO PROVIDED

“World Youth Day
1993 was an unbelievable experience. I was
thrilled to find out that
the pope would be in
‘my own backyard,’
[and] this experience
helped fuel my young
faith. As a 20-year-old,
I didn’t know what to
expect but I was open
to whatever the Lord
had in store for me. I
was proud to be a part
of this large gathering of
Catholic young people
and I was inspired to
participate in four more
world youth days. World
Youth Day Denver
helped inspire a love
for pilgrimage and a
respect for the Universal Church. At the time,
I was playing rugby and
occasionally attending
classes at Metro State.
At the pilgrimage Mass,
one of my buddies
found me and told me
he had heard about the
event on the news and
he decided he had to
come see what it was
all about. I remember
thinking, ‘I didn’t even
know that you were
Catholic,’ but even if he
wasn’t, he understood
the importance of WYD
and what it meant for
us to be a host city. I
attribute this directly
to the dynamic leadership and connections to
the youth that St. John
Paul the Great had as
our pope and as one of
three saints to touch
the streets of Denver
(Mother Cabrini and
Mother Teresa). We
truly live in a sacred
space that should not be
taken for granted. The
beauty of the Pope in
my hometown, a love of
my church, and pilgrimage, the beauty of my
home city and a love for
this fantastic saint are
some of the bountiful
gifts of WYD ‘93.”
-Tom Thomason,
Denver

“I was very young
during World Youth
Day ‘93 — maybe five
or six years old. I lived
in a neighborhood
adjacent to Cherry
Creek State Park and
remember the setup
for the event. Driving
on Belleview east
along the park border,
I remember seeing
lines and lines of porta-potties, thinking
that it was amazing
to need so many toilets for all the folks
who would be there.
I remember my
grandfather pointing
to Butterfly Hill and
saying, ‘That’s where
the pope is going
to be! He’s going to
stand right there!’ My
parents, sister and I
lived with my grandfather in his small
house, but its size
didn’t stop my grandfather from being
generous during the
event. He had gone
to King Soopers and
started talking to a
Canadian priest who
was buying groceries.
He had traveled in
a conversion van to
the event with his
brother and brother’s
friend. They didn’t
have a place to stay
and had just planned
on camping or sleeping in the van. My
grandfather opened
our house to them,
and they camped on
our floor and couches
for a couple of days. I
don’t even remember
the priest’s name but
I remember that they
were very excited and
happy to be welcomed
in Denver for the
event. I always think
of them, and of the
pope ‘standing right
there!’ each time I
drive down Belleview
past the park.”
-Pearl Dailey,
Centennial

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
It’s all here and getting even better.
Our Catholic independent senior living tower is
undergoing a complete renovation including new
penthouse apartments with spectacular views.
• Located in the beautiful
Highland neighborhood
• 30-seat theater
• Spa, salon and
fitness areas
• Multiple dining options

Open house

!

Saturday
August 25
9 AM - Noon

• Daily Mass in our
120-year old historic chapel
We hope you will join us for
this very special preview of
our new model apartment.
Tour reservations are limited
so please RSVP by August 20
at 303.964.2000.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth offers exceptional senior living
with a strong community spirit, lively social gatherings and
mission-based spirituality.

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 303.964.2000
homeishere.org

Proud supporter of the Denver Catholic for 25 years.
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MAKE YOUR
GIVING WORK
FOR YOU!

Donating to one of Catholic Charities’ four homeless shelters
through the Enterprise Zone Tax Credit program will give you
a 25% state tax credit!

‘Father knows best’

Your designated donation will help:
• The Samaritan House in Denver, $250 minimum
• The Samaritan House Women’s Shelter in Denver, $250 minimum
• The Mission in Fort Collins, $100 minimum
• The Guadalupe Community Center in Greeley $100 minimum

Enterprise Zone Tax Credit
Contribution

$500

$1,000

$10,000

Enterprise Zone Tax Credit
Federal Income Tax Savings
Colorado Income Tax Savings
Returned to you at tax time

($125)
($113)
($23)
$261

($250)
($225)
($46)
$521

($2,500)
($2,252)
($463)
$5,215

After tax cost of giving

$239

$479

$4,785

Figures in the table are based on a 32% Federal tax bracket and take into
account the Federal loss of state income tax deductions as a result of credits
and deductions on the state income tax return.
Donor must provide their Colorado Taxpayer Identification Number (which can be either the last
four digits of their Social Security Number or Colorado Account Number, or the FEIN for businesses).

Receive your 25% state tax credit today

ccdenver.org/EZTC

720-799-9311

REAL STORIES.
REAL EMOTION.
REAL COMMUNITY.

The Denver Catholic Register published this photo Aug. 5, 1992, one
year before John Paul II was to visit the city for World Youth Day.
Leading up to the event, radio stations around the country created an
ad campaign featuring the pontiff. The caption read: “This billboard is
one of several appearing around the United States using a photo of the
pope to promote their local radio stations. This particular billboard is
among several in the greater Denver Metro area.” PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

THE IRISH REALTOR
Brendan Moran

Direct: 720-291-0805
brendan@realtor.com

Join us for live multimedia events as we share
the stories behind the life-changing work
of Catholic Charities in our community.

HOW TO CHANGE THE WORLD

5975 South Quebec St., Suite 100
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
www.MadisonProps.com
bmoran@denverrealestate.com

Integrity Reliability Initiative Sincerity Honesty

Hosted by

CHRIS STEFANICK

founder of Real Life Catholic
Mark your Calendar

TUES., AUGUST 21
7:00 P.M.

FREE Training-Retreat

Lord Teach Me To Pray
IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES

Saturday, September 15 • 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Chruch
3900 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge CO 80033

REGISTER NOW TO PARTICIPATE

ccdenver.org/engage

Learn how to
deepen your prayer
life and help others
deepen theirs!

www.lordteachmetopray.com
Mrs. Carol Weiler at
carolweiler@cox.net or 504-439-5933
Father Marty Gleeson, OP at
mgleesonop@gmail.com or 504-717-8770
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Knights of Columbus
Honor The 25th Anniversary of World Youth Day – 1993 In Denver

As Knights We are Proud To Have Had Saint John Paul II Share and Enlighten
Us During His Visit To Denver.
The Knights Of Columbus Councils have grown steadily since 1993
with over 17,500 members and 153 Councils across Colorado.
We Proudly Participate With Parishes And The Community In The Following Programs
Seminarian Support
Holy Hour
Parish Rosary Program
Food for Families
Keep Christ In Christmas
Family Prayer Night
Disaster Preparedness
Kids Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest
Global Wheelchair Mission
Ultrasound Purchase Program
Special Olympics – Since its inception in 1968
Equine Assisted PTSD Therapy for Veterans
VA Hospital Volunteer Program
Christian Refugee Relief
And Many More…

www.kofc.org/join
To Join The Knights Of Columbus Contact
Mark Sorenson 303.641.6127 cokofcmembership@outlook.com
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A gathering that

made history
World Youth Day 1993 was
the biggest event in the history
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Here’s a look back at some
of its greatest moments.

People from 70
countries around the
world were represented
at the gathering. 

 Denver Archbishop
J. Francis Stafford,
now a cardinal, was
just as surprised
as everybody else
when the Holy Father
announced Denver
would be the host site
for World Youth Day
in 1993. He welcomed
the event with joy.

For five days in
August 1993,
World Youth Day
transformed the city
of Denver into one
where joy filled the
streets and virtually
no crime occurred. 

 Pope John Paul II celebrated Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception while he was here.

 People waited hours to meet the Holy Father and receive a blessing from
him.
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For the closing Mass at Cherry
Creek State Park, 750,000 people
gathered in communion with the
Lord, making it not only the largest
Mass in the history of Colorado,
but also one of the largest gatherings of people ever to occur in the
state, no matter the occasion. 
FILE PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA

 Pilgrims
walked for
miles to
the Mass
at Cherry
Creek
State Park
on a hot
Colorado
day.

 “The mission of proclaiming [the Gospel] to the ends of

the earth is passing to your generation,” St. John Paul II told
the youth.

 These

Canadian
pilgrims
were
excited to
be in Denver
for World
Youth Day.

St. John Paul
II met with
President Bill
Clinton in the
courtyard
of Regis
University. 
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To maximize the impact of your charitable contribution,
please consider a recurring monthly gift. Consistent, monthly
giving will benefit you and the archdiocese.

ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

DONOR
• Donating is easy and fits
your monthly budget
planning

• Reduces postage and
administrative costs

• You will receive fewer
gift requests

• Ensures consistent
cash flow throughout
the year

• Your gift will increase over
a twelve-month period

• Assists ministry
planning

• You can increase, pause,
or stop monthly donations
at any time

• Helps your parish

A recurring monthly gift of $84 translates into an annual gift of $1,008 –
the Guardian Angel level in the “Choirs of Angels Levels of Leadership Giving” program.

NEW!

Nine Choirs of Angels

Levels of Leadership Giving
Seraphim $50,000+
Cherubim $35,000-$49,999
Throne $25,000-$34,999
Dominion $20,000-$24,999
Virtue $15,000-$19,999
Power $10,000-$14,999
Principality $5,000-$9,999
Archangel $2,500-$4,999

Guardian Angel $1,000-$2,499

12 Recurring
Monthly
Donations
$42
$84
$125
$167
$209
$250
$292
$417

Total
Annual
Donation
$504
$1,008
$1,500
$2,004
$2,508
$3,000
$3,504
$5,004

Donate online:

All gifts, including properties
and securities, are tax deductible
as allowed by law.
For questions about planned
giving, please contact The Catholic
Foundation at 303-468-9885.
May God bless you for your
generosity.

www.archden.org/givetoday
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Vat Centro
ol un
teer
San Juan Diego

‘You are our love, you are our joy!’
Please reach out to
Laura Becerra to learn more:

303.282.3370
Laura.Becerra@archden.org

On Aug. 15, 1993, Pope John Paul II visited the children of Mount Saint
Vincent Home in Denver, a shelter founded by Bishop Joseph Machebeuf in 1883 that specializes in helping victims of abuse and neglect.
“In Rome and on my visits to the Church in the different countries, I
see so many children. On their smiling faces I read the possibility for
every society and every generation to say to them: You are our love,
you are our joy, you are our greatest concern!” the pope said. “May
God give us hearts large enough to embrace all children everywhere,
and arms strong enough to protect and support them!” FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

Learn and
love your
faith

DENVER CATHOLIC

CATECHETICAL

SCHOOL

ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

Classes begin September

10th, register now!

New and prospective students are
strongly encouraged to attend an
informational session prior to the start
of class. For a complete listing of
information sessions, or to register, visit

www.sjvdenver.edu/laydivision

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

If you have been looking to make a
difference, to serve God in others
and if you are able to read this,
then you can help Centro San Juan
Diego, a ministry of the Archdiocese
of Denver, teach English to Hispanic
immigrants. And no, you do not
need to speak Spanish. Classes will
start in September, we are currently
recruiting instructors.

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

Around the Archdiocese

Denver media
remembers
‘rockstar’ pope

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
30 YEARS OF

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

MERCY

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785

’

SAM S JAM
WE NEED YOU AT THE
MEAL THAT SERVES MANY
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
3RD ANNUAL SAMARITAN HOUSE
BENEFIT DINNER WITH KYLE DYER, EMCEE

’

SAM S sUPPER
— T H E M E A L T H AT S E R V E S M A N Y —

Saturday, September 8, 2018 at 6 p.m.
Mile High Station, 2027 Old West Colfax Ave., Denver, CO 80204

honoring
Shamrock Foods – He Comes to Serve Award
The Izard Family – Courteney Saeman Volunteer Award
Thousands of people experiencing homelessness have been provided safe shelter,
hot meals, love and compassion at Samaritan House since 1986.
FOR SPONSORSHIPS AND MORE INFORMATION:
Shelly Saeman at ssaeman@ccdenver.org or 720.799.9289

Tickets Available Now!

SamsSupper.org

Gary Shapiro (left) and Mike Landess report from the Vatican prior to
WYD ‘93. PHOTOS PROVIDED
BY MARK HAAS

M

mark.haas@archden.org
@markhaastv

ike Landess and Gary Shapiro
went to Rome to interview
Pope John Paul II. Kathy
Walsh was at the airport when the
pope arrived in Denver. Jim Benemann
remembers President Clinton greeting
JPII at Regis University.
Members of the Denver media who
covered World Youth Day 1993 all had
different experiences and all shared
different memories with the Denver
Catholic, but they all seemed to agree
on one thing about Pope John Paul II.
“The guy was a rockstar,” said Shapiro,
a news anchor at 9News (KUSA).
“It was like rockstar status,” said Benemann, a news anchor at CBS4 (KCNC).
“Rockstar status,” said Anne Trujillo, a news anchor at ABC7 (KMGH).
“Especially when you see young people
that excited and that willing to travel
hundreds, or even thousands of miles
to see one man.”
Twenty-five years later, the “rockstar” is now a saint, and World Youth Day
1993 is still remembered as one of the
biggest news stories in Denver history.

FROM DENVER TO ROME
Denver television stations started
planning their coverage months, even
a year in advance, and for 9News that
included sending a crew to the Vatican
for Holy Week in April of 1993 to do
preview stories of the pope’s visit.
“We had an audience with the pope,
and we had a crystal mountain that we
gave him, and we said, ‘We are looking
forward to having you in Denver,’” said
Mike Landess, who now works at Fox
31/KWGN Channel 2.
“We did tons of stories for a (TV)
special and the culmination was we got
to interview Pope John Paul II,” said
Shapiro. “It was really cool, it was the
highlight of my career, it really was.”
Landess and Shapiro both said that
on this trip they witnessed up-close
why this pope was so popular.
“He just was such a person of the
people and engaged with them and even
with the kids that had different points
of view [on social issues], you could see
that he loved them, and they loved him,”
said Landess.
Shapiro added: “We interviewed
one of the public relations people at
the Vatican and she told us, ‘Watch this
pope during Mass, because thousands
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“

I think it is always
easiest to look at
the last big thing
and say, ‘That was the
biggest ever,’ but I certainly
can’t remember anything as
big as World Youth Day.”
JIM BENEMANN

of people are out there, and every one of
them thinks that he is looking at them.’
And he was like that! He just had that
connection even in a huge crowd.”

Mike Landess presents a gift to the
pope.

LOCAL LOGISTICS
In the past two decades, Denver has
hosted the 2008 Democratic National
Convention and the city has celebrated
three Super Bowl wins by the Denver
Broncos and two Stanley Cup titles by
the Colorado Avalanche, but things
were a bit different back in 1993.
“We were still kind of just the little
town on the plains to a lot of people, just
this western outpost,” said Benemann.
“So, we knew leading up to it this was
such a huge deal, and it really did end
up putting us on the map.”
The local TV stations had live coverage of every major event during the week,
each one memorable in its own way.
“I remember [the pope] entering Mile
High Stadium in the “pope mobile” but
then also shaking hands with so many
young people,” said Walsh, a news
anchor at CBS4. “The cheers were
louder than any Broncos game.”
And when Pope John Paul II went
up to the mountains to visit Camp St.
Malo, the media went as well.
“Ed Sardella was doing a live shot
in front of St. Malo and the pope came
out and just wandered away from his
security and started shaking hands with
all the people that were out there, and

then he wandered right into our live
shot and Ed Sardella talked to him live
on TV!” said Shapiro. “It was totally
unplanned, but that’s just the way this
pope kind of was.”
There were also unique experiences
behind the scenes. Shapiro recalled
sleeping at his station in a sleeping bag,
so he’d be ready to go every morning
for the next event. Trujillo said ABC7
rented a house at Cherry Creek State
Park to avoid the traffic, and Walsh
hosted a CBS4 crew at her own house
near the park for the same reason.
“Thousands of pilgrims walked by
[our house] on their way to spend the
night in the park. I remember how they
sang and laughed,” said Walsh. “As I
look back, what strikes me most is it was
a kinder, gentler time. I heard countless
languages, but I never heard a harsh
word. Those young people were packed
into the park, but they were thrilled to
be there.”
POPE IN THE PARK
The week, and the coverage, culminated with the Mass at Cherry Creek
State Park.
“Just remarkable to see that many
people come together in spirit and
in prayer, and people of all different
denominations — that was really exciting,” said Benemann. “Really, no matter
what your faith community, it seemed
like just about everybody in town was
extremely excited to have the pope here.”
With estimates of 750,000 people in
attendance, it is still to this day possibly
the largest gathering in state history.
“It was such a melding of humanity
in a way in which violence and upset
and discord and all that seemed to be set
aside,” said Landess. “It was a fabulous
event for Denver and a fabulous event
for the world to see.”
And even though the anchors and
reporters were working, they said they
still felt a part of the life-changing week.
“No matter who you believe... or
what your religious beliefs are, I think
when you see one man draw a crowd
bigger than anything that’s ever been
done in Colorado, I would hope that our
community would have stepped back
and said there is something powerful
happening in Denver, Colorado, right
now and it’s all good,” said Trujillo.
“I think it is always easiest to look
at the last big thing and say, ‘That was
the biggest ever,’ but I certainly can’t
remember anything as big as World
Youth Day,” said Benemann. “We have
had sports championships, and conventions but for me that will always be
the most significant event I will have
covered in my career as a reporter.”

Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei
EVENTS

Silent Weekends

Prayer Days

September 14-16 – Men
Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
Traditional Ignatian Retreat

September 18
Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
Making Choices in Daily Life

September 28-30 – Nam và Nữ
Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.
Xin Cho Chúng Nên Một –
Tĩnh tâm Hôn nhân Gia đình

October 9
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
An Art of Living

October 5-7
Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Most Precious Blood
Parish Retreat

October 22
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Gratitude and Forgiveness

facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org

EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
PROGRAMS
ACCEPTING NEW
STUDENTS TODAY!
MARIPOSA
1240 W 10th Avenue, Denver, CO 80204
MARGERY REED MAYO DAY NURSERY
1128 28th Street, Denver, CO 80205
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
1155 Decatur Street, Denver, CO 80204

“We provide more than
affordable early
childhood education.
We prepare children
for school, empower
families, and
alleviate poverty.”

High Quality and affordable child care and education offered year-round

Contact Enrollment Line today for this great opportunity:

720-799-9280 or enrollment@ccdenver.org
Starts July 1, 2018
Pre-school 3-5 years*
Hours 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday
Colorado Shines Level 4
*limited sibling spots for infant and toddlers available

Mention this ad for a FREE application fee

ccdenver.org/ece
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Religious vocations,
just one fruit
among many sowed
at WYD ‘93
Among the many fruits of WYD Denver ‘93,
priestly and religious vocations abounded.
Whether it was hearing the words of Saint
John Paul II or witnessing the overwhelming
catholicity of the Church, many chose to follow
Christ in a radical way. Here are just four
testimonies of priests or religious that attended
the event and were deeply influenced by it.
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

As a ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver, we pray that
the Lord will abundantly bless the faithful of
the Archdiocese of Denver for the next 25 years and beyond.
Cherishing those historic and memorable days in 1993,
may we all meet again and give praise to God in the life of the
world to come. Amen.
303.502.9179 | cfcscolorado.org

Major Heating is Committed to Local & Global Unity

www.GoMajorNow.com

(303)424-1622

FATHER TOBIAS
RODRIGUEZ-LASA
Rector of Redemptoris Mater Seminary in
Denver
With a good job,
money, vacations, a girlfriend and a brand-new
(red) sports car at age
29, young Tobias was
not interested in the
priesthood. He’d been
to other WYD’s from his
native country of Spain
and didn’t feel like going
to the one in Denver.
Two things changed his
mind: a good number of
people from his parish
were going and he felt
empty. “By WYD ‘93, I
had everything society
says you need to have a
fulfilled life… but I was in
a personal crisis, with a
deep feeling that something had to change,”
Father Tobias recalled.
Without knowing it,
God was already stirring
something in his heart.
“To my surprise, God was
waiting for me here, and
he called loud and clear…
I thought it was crazy…

getting myself into the
discipline of seminary
life was not precisely
what I was looking for
in life… But I could not
deny the fact of the call,”
he said. He believes,
however, that God had
originally called him to
the priesthood in his high
school years, but as he
confessed, he “pushed it
back into the very back
burner.” His college
friends even called him
“the priest.”
After WYD ‘93, he
entered the seminary. “I
entered with the wrong
disposition, just to prove
to myself and to God this
was not the way,” Father
Tobias recounted. Yet,
to his surprise, he liked
it so much that he lived
his first two years of seminary life as if in a “vacation camp.”
“I have been a priest
for 16 years now, and I
am amazed at the happiness, the fulfillment,
the inner serenity and
peace the paternity of
God is giving me in this
service,” he said. “I would
recommend it to anyone,
anyone whom God calls
— even if you think, like
I did, this is not what you
want to do with your life.”

With joy and gratitude,
we commemorate
the 25th Anniversary
of World Youth Day in
Denver!

FATHER RANDY
DOLLINS
Vicar General and
Moderator of the Curia
As a high schooler at
Queen of Peace Parish,
Father Dollins would
receive more than he
thought at WYD ‘93 —
so much that it would
later lead him to find his
vocation as a priest. The
event turned out to be a
big eye-opener for him
and led him to be more
open about his Catholic
faith.
His first amazement
was to encounter the universality of the Church:
“I’d never conceived that
the Church was as big as
it was. I went to Queen of
Peace but at WYD these
people were from everywhere. That blew my
mind,” he said.
His second surprise
was key for his vocation,
and that was realizing it
was “cool” to be a priest.
“The atmosphere was
so positive for the pope
and for priests that you
could step out of what

MOTHER
CABRINI
SHRINE

Comfort by Design™
HVAC

Refrigeration

Commercial & Residential
Geothermal

Controls

Design/Build

20189 Cabrini Blvd. Golden, CO 80401
303.526.0758 www.mothercabrinishrine.org
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society was thinking
and think, ‘It would be
good to be a priest. It
would be supported by
people,’ because priests
are kind of celebrities
at WYD. That expanded
into thinking that being
a Catholic was actually
cool,” he recalled.
The seed that was
planted would bear its
fruit after WYD ‘97 in
Paris, where he took a
group of young men and
women, so they could
experience what he experienced. There, he met
Archbishop Chaput, who
talked to him about the
priesthood and entering
the seminary.
His most vivid memory
is being amazed at the
figure of the pope. “I
didn’t know the pope was
that big of a deal. I knew
the pope was the head of
the Church but at WYD
people were going absolutely nuts for him. So, I
was just saying, ‘I think
I missed something.’ I
remember sitting there
and thinking, ‘Being
Catholic is a lot more
than I thought.’
“But when the pope
came in and I saw his
charisma I said, ‘I understand why this guy is such
a big deal.’ I was witnessing the appearance of a
living saint, so you’re
confused when you
don’t know how to categorize it,” Father Dollins
concluded.

SISTER MARY
CONCEPTA
Local Superior of the
Sisters of Life in Denver
Growing up as a
Catholic in Maine was
not easy for Sister Mary
Concepta. Witnessing
only her family practice
the faith among friends
and acquaintances made
Catholicism seem lonely.
That idea changed radically when she attended
WYD ‘93 as a high school
student, which set her on
a journey that would lead
her to the religious life.
“I grew up in a very
rural community with not
many Catholics, so I was
completely astounded by
how many young Catholics there were [at WYD]
that really desired to learn
and live their faith,” she
said. “Being present at all
these events… made a tremendous impact on me,
knowing that I was not
alone in desiring to live
my faith, even though I
had felt that way my
entire life.”
Other than feeling like
a survivor after arriving

at Cherry Creek Park in
the heat and altitude, she
remembers vividly being
in adoration with the Holy
Father and the impression his words had on her.
“What made the biggest impact was that he
was encouraging us to
be bold in this culture
that wants to deny and
minimize faith, to not
be afraid because we’re
surrounded by so many
young Catholics that
desired the same thing,
to be authentic disciples
of Christ,” she recalled.
Attending WYD ‘93
had much to do with discovering her vocation.
During the WYD activities, her group went to an
“excellent” catechism animated by Franciscan University of Steubenville.
After meeting students
and former students of
the college, she made the
decision to apply to the
school. It was as a student
at Franciscan that she met
the Sisters of Life.
“The ministry we’re
now doing in Denver is
all about spreading the
Gospel of life, the beautiful plan that God has for
each person,” Sister Concepta said. “The overflow
of the Holy Father calling
me to the greatness of discipleship at WYD [is now
present in] being able
to plan that seed in the
hearts of young people
in college campuses and
call them to the joy of the
Gospel.”

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

FATHER FELIX
MEDINA
Pastor at Queen at
Peace Parish
He had a dream of
becoming a scientist until
he heard Jesus speak to
him in the words of Saint
John Paul II at WYD
‘93. He then realized
his aspiration was small
compared to the mission
Jesus had for him. When
he was a college student,
Father Felix was excited
about attending WYD in
Denver from Spain, with
his youth community

of the Neocatecumenal
Way. He remembers
the pope’s homily at
Cherry Creek Park, which
changed his life.
“I saw that he was
talking to me. Something was touching me
personally because of
all the fears that I had of
giving testimony, of going
out of my comfort zone,”
he said. “I had my plans,
I was studying mathematics at the University
of Salamanca and wanted
to be a scientist, but John
Paul II was saying that
life was under attack,
that there was battle of
life and death and that
the Lord was calling us
to not be afraid.”
It is then that he heard
God’s voice. “In that
homily, I heard for the
first time in my life that
God was calling me in a
personal way, that he was
telling me, ‘Be not afraid.
It’s not the time to be

ashamed of the Gospel,’”
he recalled. “And I saw
that this was a calling for
me and that I couldn’t live
with this fear of giving my
life to God, with the fear
of being like the apostles
and sharing with others
what God had given me.”
He was later chosen
to go to the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in
Denver without knowing it and was ordained a
priest in 2004. “Out of all
the places where I could
have been sent, now I am
five minutes away from
Cherry Creek. I remember that experience every
time I pass by there,” he
said. “It’s a passionate
adventure to be a pastor.”

Carmen Elena Villa and
Moira Cullings contributed to this report.
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Pope John Paul II called for a New Evangelization;

Denver answered
BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

S

hortly after Pope John Paul II visited Denver during World Youth
Day in 1993, Curtis Martin had
the opportunity to meet with the pope
and share his vision for an organization
called FOCUS.
The idea was that FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students)
would evangelize students on college
campuses, a place where many people
lose their faith. When the pope heard
the idea, his message for Martin was
simple.
“Be soldiers,” he said.
“We’ve really taken that as a heartfelt call to be soldiers for Christ, to be
willing to lay down our lives for the sake
of the Gospel,” said John Zimmer, Vice

President of Apostolic Development
at FOCUS.
Over the past 25 years, FOCUS has
impacted tens of thousands of young
people across the country and the world.
It’s one of several organizations
that hit the ground running after the
pope’s visit, sparked by his call for a New
Evangelization, and whose impact has
shaped the Catholic Church in Denver
and throughout the world.
SEMINARIES BRING
‘A RICHNESS’ TO THE
ARCHDIOCESE
After WYD 1993, the Archdiocese
of Denver went on to shape future
priests first-hand by creating two local
seminaries.
Redemptoris Mater was established
in 1996 and St. John Vianney in 1999.
Both seminaries are located on the

Full Service Wash
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Complete Wash in 10-12 Mins.
Complete Auto Detailing
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Certificates
Available
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276 Broadway • (303)733-5349
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your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.
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SEMINARIES
IN THE 2018-2019
ACADEMIC YEAR

73

men studying for the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Denver,
52 men from outside the Archdiocese of Denver studying for the
priesthood at St. John Vianney

33

men studying for the priesthood at Redemptoris Mater

125

men in formation studying
in Denver at both St. John Vianney and Redemptoris Mater

campus of the John Paul II Center for
the New Evangelization.
“After the experience of the World
Youth Day in Denver in August 1993,
Archbishop [J. Francis] Stafford saw
the goodness of establishing a diocesan
in Denver and studied the possibility
of opening a diocesan and missionary
Redemptoris Mater seminary here,”
said Father Tobias Rodriguez-Lasa.
Father Rodriguez-Lasa is the current rector at Redemptoris Mater, an
international seminary that brings in
men from around the world.
“Internationality adds richness to
the formation experience,” said Father
Rodriguez-Lasa, “as these future priests
learn to live, work, study, play sports
and interact in a variety of ways with

other fellow seminarians coming from
other cultures and world viewpoints.”
Father Rodriguez-Lasa believes
bringing in seminarians from other
countries “is a richness for everyone
in the archdiocese, as it makes present
the Catholicity and universality that
constitute one of the distinctive characteristics of the Church.”
He finds that having two seminaries in Denver helps the seminarians —
especially those from other countries
studying in Denver — to stay in close
contact with the archbishop and other
local Church leaders, as well as gain a
better understanding of the parishes
and ministries in the archdiocese.
Working within those parishes and
ministries is a key part of formation at
both seminaries, as the seminarians help
the young and the elderly and offer services for Catholics and non-Catholics
alike. This, said Father Rodriguez-Lasa,
is how the seminaries play a role in the
New Evangelization in Denver.
“The miracle is that the more we participate in the New Evangelization,”
he said, “the more we receive from it.”
AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE
‘ON THE CUTTING EDGE’
OF JPII’S VISION
The Augustine Institute has formed
disciples who have gone on to evangelize through a variety of apostolates.
By offering an M.A. in Theology, an
M.A. in Leadership, study programs,
videos and more, the Augustine Institute has created lay leaders in the New
Evangelization.

Deacon Ronald Michieli
The parishioners of
Saint Anthony Parish
in Sterling,
Sacred Heart Parish in Peetz,
Saint Catherine Parish
in Iliff, in great gratitude,
thank you for your
faithful service.

h
Deacon Michieli with his wife, Barb
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The
Redemptoris Mater
Seminary
in Denver
was
established in
response
to Pope
John Paul
II’s call
for a New
Evangelization.
PHOTO BY ANDREW
WRIGHT

“We opened in August 2006, inspired
by Saint Pope John Paul II’s call for a
new evangelization . . .” said Tim Gray,
President of the Augustine Institute, in
a 2016 interview with Denver Catholic.
“We wanted to help people effectively engage, evangelize and win the
post-modern culture that believes
anyone can have their own private
story, but there should be no public
story,” said Gray.
Those who participate in the Augustine Institute go on to work in a variety
of apostolates, said Gray.
“We are also amazed by the new ways
graduates go into the field,” he said.
Organizations created by graduates of the Augustine Institute include
Camp Wojtyla and Christ in the City.
Others have gone on to work as leaders
in the Archdiocese of Denver’s main
office and Catholic schools.
And by launching formed.org, an
online video streaming service that
offers Catholic content to people
around the world, those who aren’t
seeking a degree but simply want to go
deeper in their faith have the opportunity to do so.
“This is on the cutting edge of the
New Evangelization,” said Gray.

FOCUS FIGHTS ON THE
‘BATTLEGROUND FOR SOULS’
Since Pope John Paul II’s visit,
FOCUS has evangelized tens of thousands of college students. The organization expects that by 2022, around
75,000 students who were involved
with FOCUS will have transitioned into
many of the 17,000 plus parishes in the
United States.
“I think JPII not only challenged the
Church for lay Catholics to evangelize,
but in his World Youth Day efforts, he
really challenged the young people to
say that this is your role, your responsibility, so take an active part,” said
Zimmer.
Zimmer admits the pope not only
had a deep impact on the culture in
Denver, but also on his own life, as he
was struggling with his faith at the time
“Even for me in this lost, dazed and confused world I was in at the time, it was
still a very moving experience to see the
pope land in the helicopter and watch
him come in,” said Zimmer.
“It planted a seed [in me] that took
a decade to come to fruition.”
Zimmer joined focus in 1999 shortly
after it was founded, and he and his wife
first served as missionaries. Since then,

Zimmer has held a variety of roles in the
corporate office in Denver.
At FOCUS, college campuses are
seen as a critical time when students
need the Gospel to build upon a strong
foundation for a sturdy faith life.
“The college campus is really a battleground for souls,” said Zimmer. “I
think the Church needs to do as good a
job as possible at trying to reach souls
on college campuses when they’re in a
time of questioning and they’re away
from their parents for the first time.
“It’s a really pivotal moment in their
life, and the Church needs to be there
for them.”
One of the biggest ways FOCUS
spreads the New Evangelization, said
Zimmer, is by showing that the Gospel
still matters today.
“I think one of the great opportunities we’ve had is to be a witness that the
Gospel is still relevant,” said Zimmer,
“and it’s relevant to young people.”
Twentyfive years down the road,
FOCUS has high hopes for its evangelization efforts.
“By then, hopefully millions of
people who were involved in FOCUS
will be planted in parishes throughout
the country,” said Zimmer, “and there

will be renewal happening all over — not
just through FOCUS, but through all the
other great apostolates.”

i

FOCUS
IN THE 2018-2019
ACADEMIC YEAR

700

missionaries are serving
full-time on 153 college campuses

42

U.S. states and five international
locations where missionaries
serve on college campuses
A campus in England, Germany and
Ireland, and two campuses in Austria,
will be served by FOCUS missionaries
BY 2022

75,000

students transitioned
into many of the over 17,000 Catholic
parishes in the United States

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms

and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$952,142.78
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Throwback

Youth give pope a mile high welcome
THIS ARTICLE ORIGINALLY
APPEARED IN THE AUG. 18, 1993
ISSUE OF THE DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER.

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA

BY SCOTT C. YATES

P

robably never before have the
words “I greet you all in the
name of Jesus Christ, who is the
way, the truth and the life,” received
such a massive ovation.
But when Pope John Paul II spoke
those words, the 90,000 people in attendance at Mile High Stadium Thursday
night let up a tremendous roar that
topped even the cheers for Eric Young,
the first batter in major league history

A Special Place
for Seniors to call Home
 Locally owned and operated 

in Denver, when he hit a 3-2 pitch out
of the yard on April 9.
This set of cheers was not for the
usual sort of crowd pleaser. There was no
sport legend present, no big rock stars.
The cheering didn’t stop either. The
crowd had already worked itself into a
frenzy with two hours of music ranging
from choral gospel hymns to the Mexican standard Cielito Lindo.
The schedule had been planned
out to the second, but when the pontiff arrived late, the organizers had
ACROSS
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Elevated Senior Living
16 hours of nursing/7 days per week and 24 hour
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Call us today to schedule a tour, or visit our website to learn more
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VillageAtBelmar.com

7825 W. Alameda Ave. Lakewood, CO 80226
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to scramble. Somebody was inspired
to think of leading the crowd in “the
wave,” which became one of the crowd
favorites.
The words of John Paul, however,
inspired the biggest cheers of all.
“Jesus has called each one of you to
Denver for a purpose,” the pope said.
“You must live these days in such a way
that, when the time comes to return
home, each one of you will have a clearer
idea of what Christ expects of you.”
The pope set the tone for the rest of
the week. “Of course,” he told the crowd,
“we are here to listen to one another: I
to you, and you to the pope. But above
all we are in Denver to hear the one true
word of life — the eternal Word who was
in the beginning with God.”
The pope also sparked cheers as he
read the names of most of the nations
represented. As he mentioned each
country, the participants from that
country, and U.S. descendants from that
country, would respond wildly.
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Get Involved
AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

More Than You Realize:
A Facebook Live Event

Annual Anniversary Mass
9 2 p.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish, 11385
Grant St., Northglenn.
Married couples who are
celebrating 25th, 50th and
50+ wedding anniversaries
are invited to participate in
the annual Anniversary
Mass. A reception will follow
Mass. Please R.S.V.P. at
archden.org/anniversary or
call 303-715-3252.

AUGUST

Fourth Annual Ecumenical
Prayer Breakfast
11 All day, Denver Catholic Facebook page. Celebrate the 25th anniversary of
Saint John Paul II’s visit to Denver by joining us on Facebook live for a day of
prayer, inspiration, entertainment, and ultimately a calling. To watch the trailer
and participate in the event, be sure to follow Denver Catholic on Facebook at
facebook.com/denvercatholic.

AUGUST
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Virgin Mary
AUG. 15: The
Solemnity of the
Assumption of
the Virgin Mary
celebrates the
Blessed Mother’s
assumption into
Heaven by the
Father after her
death. Why is
this so important,
and why is it
a holy day of
obligation? The
Catholic Church
teaches that as
Jesus’ mother,
Mary was the only other human being in the
history of the world without sin. As such,
the Church’s doctrine states that Mary was
assumed into Heaven, and this solemnity is
meant to remind us not only of Mary’s holiness,
but also of her motherhood to all Christians.

16

Gathering at the Grotto

6:30 p.m., Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 2200 S.
Logan St., Denver, free.
The final installment of
this summer’s Gathering
at the Grotto will feature
Dr. Edward Sri speaking
on “St. John Paul II and
the Drama of the Modern
Church.” Free bratwursts
and beer will be provided and donations are
gladly accepted! Free
childcare is available,
too, but RSVP is required
at: childcare@lourdesdenver.org.
16

Gloriam Deo Catholic
Art Show

6:30 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver, free.
Gloriam Deo” is Latin for
the Glory of God, and
this art show and sale is
focused on showing forth

18 7 a.m., Knights of Columbus Hall, 1555 Grant
St., Denver, $100. St. Rafka’s Mission of Hope and
Mercy hosts the fourth annual Ecumenical Prayer
Breakfast. The event will reflect on how the legacy
of Ronald Reagan and St. John Paul II can advance
religious freedom to help save the world’s persecuted Christians. For more details and tickets, visit
missionofhopeandmercy.org.

God’s glory through
beauty.
Featuring speaker Shannon Robinson, President
of Windows to the
Divine. The show is in
the basement of the
cathedral.
16

Catholic Charities
Religious Liberty Event

6:30 p.m., Holy Family
High School, 5195 W.
144th Ave., Broomfield,
free. Adults and teens
are invited to come
learn about religious
liberty, why it’s important and what we can
do to defend it. Speaking at the event will be
religious leaders and
national experts, including Montse Alvarado,
Executive Director of the
Becket Fund. There will
be a panel discussion
and a time for questions.
Please join us on Aug. 16
as we put our faith into
action.

25

Immaculate Heart of
Mary 50th Anniversary
5K

8 a.m., Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish, 11385
Grant Dr., Northglenn,
$15/adult, $10/child
(5-17). Come celebrate
IHM’s 50th anniversary
with a 5K Run/Walk!
This is a fun, energetic
activity that is great
for families, friends and
children of all ages! To
register, visit ihmco.org.
SEPTEMBER
8

National Day of
Remembrance for
Aborted Children

11 a.m., Sacred Heart
of Mary Parish Cemetery, 6739 S. Boulder
Rd., Boulder. There will
be memorial services
nationwide for victims
of abortion. This one
in Boulder will include
talks from local speakers,
peaceful prayers and

hymns to commemorate
the lives lost to the tragedy of abortion. About
5,500 aborted babies are
buried here. For more
details, visit respectlifedenver.org.
28

ENCOUNTER Retreat

9/28 - 9/29, St. Vincent
de Paul Parish, 2375 E.
Arizona Ave., Denver,
$40. ENCOUNTER is a
retreat that can drastically impact your
life. Through different
sessions of worship,
teachings, personal stories and prayer, you will
encounter the God who
comes to meet you right
where you are at in life!
Cost includes materials
and meals. For registration, visit archden.org/
eflm/encounter.
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In Brief

A letter of gratitude
The following is a letter written Aug. 17, 1993 by
Archbishop J. Francis Stafford to one Mr. Ron Cattany, expressing gratitude for his help with World
Youth Day. As you may know, Mr. Ron Cattany is
now Father Ron Cattany, pastor of the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. In 1993,
Father Cattany worked as a state government official and helped to coordinate the organization and
logistics of World Youth Day.
Dear Ron:
Words cannot begin to express the debt of gratitude which World Youth Day owes to you and to all
of those who contributed to insure the success for
the International Gathering of Youth Adults and
Youth and the visit of Pope John Paul II to Denver.
The gathering proved to be a historic occasion for
all who participated in the week-long festivities as
well as for those who, like yourself, supported the
event through selfless dedication and assistance.
In his first letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul
writes, “We always thank God for you all, mentioning in our prayers continually. We remember before
our God and Father how active is the faith, how
unsparing the love, how persevering the hope which
you have from our Lord Jesus Christ.” I wish to make
St. Paul’s words my own in saying “thank you.” I too
will never cease to thank God for the service which
you have provided to the world’s young people and
through them to the world.
With every best wish, I remain sincerely yours,
J. Francis Stafford
Archbishop of Denver

EVENTS

CATHEDRAL & MILE HI CATHOLIC
SINGLES CLUB REUNION - Potluck &
volleyball @ 1:00 pm Sun., Aug 19th at
Washington Park near so. entrance at
Mississippi & Franklln Sts, NE of the rd
inside park. For more info, contact Rich at
303-733-9353 or Lee at 303-758-7936.

BOOK SALE - SAVE THE DATES!
Gently used books; religious, non-fiction
and fiction titles. Cardinal Stafford Library
located at the John Paul II Center.
Sept. 10-14 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY
THE COLORADO CATHOLIC DEAF
MINISTRY - an outreach of St. Bernadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the front
range with signed & interpreted Masses,
religious education for deaf children
& adults, Sacramental Preparation &
Celebrations. Contact us through our
web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.com or:
Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe Benedetto
at 303-233-1523 or VP (720) 235-0580 or
come to the 10:00 AM signed mass at St.
Bernadette Church.
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PRAYERS

CONCRETE, cont’d

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE - Oh Holy

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!

MOUNT OLIVET - 2 side by side plots in

St. Jude, Apostle and martyr, great in
virtue, rich in miracles, near kinsman
of Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of
all who invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have recourse
from the depth of my heart & humbly
beg to whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent petition.
In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked.

Sec 30, Blk 6, Lot 10, Gr 1 & 2. $3850 ea.,
incl trans fees. Send email with your
phone #: michaelrichard0924@gmail.com
if interested. MM

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting place
in the Saint Francis Mausoleum: Sect. 0,
Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping the price
to only $7,500 (current value is $9,200)!!
Please call 480-290-0237. PM

MOUNT OLIVET - Seven graves in the
oldest section, steps from cross: 4 side x
side, 2 side x side, & 1 single. Each holds
up to one casket + 3 cremated remains.
Buy all, in pairs, or single. $6,750 each.
Please call 714-846-4845. SS

MOUNT OLIVET - Single plot in a lovely
area - Sect 32, Blk 3, Lot 17, Gr 5. Upright &
flat markers permitted. We are asking
$3,500 OBO; transfer fee incl. Please call
408-781-3760. MME
MOUNT OLIVET - Two adjacent plots in
the older area: Sect 27, Blk 7, Lot 60,
Graves 7 and 8. $9,000 for both, OBO, trans
fee incl. If no answer, please leave a
message at 720-323-4260 RS

MOUNT OLIVET
Single plot available in a desirable older
area: Section 30, Block 1, Lot 20, Grave 4.
Price is $3,500, trans fee incl. Please call
303-942-0576. AH

MOUNT OLIVET - Three crypts on the

CEMETERY PROPERTY
CROWN HILL - Four plots; will sell all

W
I
N
D

CEMETERY PROPERTY,
cont’d

together or pairs. Blk 45, Lot 163, Grs #1, 2,
3 & 4. Pretty spot with mountain view.
Current value $6,900 ea; asking $5,500 ea,
plus trans fee, OBO. Call 720-505-0358. KU

CROWN HILL - 4 premium plots, current
value $8,895 ea. Will sell individually at
$3,500 ea; in pairs at $6,000/pr; or complete pkg for $10,000. Call 720-275-2513 or
email adargo.claudia@gmail.com. CA

MOUNT OLIVET - Single crypt in the
lovely Ascension Mausoleum - #92, Tier F,
inside. Current value is over $7,300; asking
$6,000 OBO, incl transfer fee. Call 970-8582386, please leave message. CP

inside of St. Anthony’s Mausoleum, Tier F,
Nos. 72, 73 & 74. Asking price $7,800 ea;
discount if purchasing more than one.
Trans fee incl. Please call 303-345-4368. PE

MOUNT OLIVET – Beautiful side by side
plots in peaceful Sect 25, Blk 3, Lots 36 &
49. $3,600 per plot, trans fees incl. Please
call 720-900-7608 or email wilfman64@
gmail.com for more info. WJM
OLINGER HIGHLANDS - THORNTON
Two adjoining plots in Victory North:
Sp. 2D, #1 & 2. Asking $8,050 OBO, incl one
casket & trans fees (total pkg value is over
$12,000). Will sell separately. Please call
for more info: 720-280-9358. DB

Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for prayers
answered. GHG

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing
any product or
service advertised.
Publication of
advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

CONTRACTOR
NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
CALL JAMES AT 303-668-3973 FOR YOUR
room additions, basements, kitchens,
pop-tops, bathrooms, decks, etc...
all your construction needs.

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Repair &

303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

Maintenance. Special for Denver Catholic
readers: Furnace Tune-Up with 11-point
furnace check - regularly $125; mention
From here to eternity.
this ad for the $79 special!!
Ask about our air duct cleaning service.
We do it all - air conditioners & water
heaters too! Free estimates & 24-hour
service. Since 1957, family owned & operMASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
ated. Members of St. Joseph Church for
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or
40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970-4827520. For important info & latest news, visit: commercial, big or small, we do it all.
www.heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

CONCRETE

Planning Your Will
BOB’S ELECTRIC
720-560-3192
and Special
Gifts
Small residential jobs only.

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR

Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingSpring and Summer Specials!!
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters
phone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
to
you
most.
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
– Wisely manage the assets that
discount. Fast and friendlyFinancially
service.
God has entrusted to you, in full
References. Call today! 303-429-0380
compliance with the doctrine of the

FENCING

Catholic Church.

CONCRETE - WE DO ITSpiritually
ALL!! – Strengthen our parishes and our
ALLPRO
AFFORDABLE
FENCE
community
through
your
Concrete work from patios to sidewalks, Catholic

charitable
giving.Lic. & Insured.
Free Estimates.
driveways to small foundations. 30 years
New
Installations
& Repairs.
The
Catholic
Foundation
of Northern
Colorado
experience. Please call us for your free
is here to help youWood-Chain
plan yourLink-Vinyl-Ranch
Will, including+.the
estimate! 720-313-8086 opportunity for special
gifts that you may not be
Discount
with ad. 720-447-4492.
able to create on your
own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure
is a gift from God, and we can give it a way to serve
the greater good.

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

**READERS**

Three generations of concrete service in
the Denver and surrounding areas.
Concrete made simple. Driveways and
more. Call for details - 303-725-3346

Give alms.
Provide money bags for yourselves
TV MASS FOR THE
HOMEBOUND
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure

COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Samuel Morehead
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA

in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34
BROUGHT

TO YOU BY

withJean
theFinegan
support
ofSteve
ourStemper
viewers.
| Deacon
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Please donate:

6160 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 211,
Greenwood
CO
80111
®
Giving for theVillage,
Kingdom
of God
or call 303.468.9885
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FENCING, cont’d
RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884.

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell new
& recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts, etc.
Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - *$100 off any job over
$1000 Special* valid for jobs starting in
May, June & July!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile
- Sales & Installation. Wood floor refinishing! 17 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

SENIOR DISCOUNT!!
Trustworthy & honest family-owned
business. Small jobs or big jobs - we do it
all. Call for a free estimate Built Construction 720-791-4995.

HAULING/JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING
Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

INSURANCE/FINANCIAL
SERVICES

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE
COMPANY - Kelly Perez, Agent. Active
parishioner. I identify your goals and
needs, and offer insurance and financial
products that can help you achieve peace
of mind. 720-365-9453. Let’s get started!

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
We offer senior moving, residential
moving and packing services. Locally
owned & operated. See our reviews online
at Yelp, Google & Homegrownmoving.com
sssss Please call 303-587-6200 sssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL
PAINTING OR REMODELING
Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

PATIOS

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing & heating repair & replacement. Serving Denver
Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating BBB. $50
senior discount with ad. 303-766-4300

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

PLUMBING

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

REMODELING
HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

SENIOR DISCOUNT!!
Trustworthy & honest family-owned
business. Small jobs or big jobs - we do it
all. Call for a free estimate Built Construction 720-791-4995.

ROOFING, GUTTERS &
ROOF REPAIR, cont’d

TREE SERVICES, cont’d

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

SPRINKLERS & SOD
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and sod
installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!
Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

TAX PREPARATION

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

YARD WORK
YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!
Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Landscaping,
yard work and sprinkler systems. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

TAXES: PERSONAL & SMALL
BUSINESS - Need help?

HELP WANTED

I have over 25 years of experience
assisting people like you!!
Call Joe at 303-216-2528

PAID ASSISTANT to go on outings with

TILE

a young male adult student with acute
disabilities, Tuesdays and/or Thursdays;
$18 per hour. Ability to transfer 95 lbs
required. Please email sjlibro@yahoo.
com for info.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

ACTIVITIES ASSISTANT - Little Sisters

ROOFING, GUTTERS &
ROOF REPAIR

TILE OR REMODELING

MDK REMODELING

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC
Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair
price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

of the Poor is looking for a fun, FT candidate with prior experience in activities in
long term care, Tues-Sat. Send resume to
hrdenver@littlesistersofthepoor.org.

Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

AUTOMOTIVE MECHANIC - Downtown
location. Skilled worker desired, but will
train. Hours are M-F 7:30 - 5:00; weekends
off. Pay DOE plus benefit pkg. Family
owned business since 1955. Call 303-6290934., ask for manager.

TREE SERVICES

BUSINESS MANAGER for the Cathedral

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

Basilica. Join our fun, supportive team in a
full-time position that offers a competitive salary and excellent benefit package
including free parking! Parish experience
is a plus. Email your cover letter and
resume with salary requirements to Gerry
at gathman@denvercathedral.org.

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Service Directory
Directory ||
Service

Over 70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Classifieds
Classifieds

HELP WANTED, cont’d
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT for
Mullen High School to partner with the
President, CEO & other team members to
develop and monitor fundraising strategies, diversify resources and engage in
long-term financial planning, including
creation of an endowment, a planned
giving program and other sustainable
resources to grow Mullen’s philanthropic
base of support. Qualifications: Bachelor’s
degree, Masters preferred, and 10+ years
related, successful experience. For a full
job description and requirements, visit the
careers page at www.mullenhigh.com.
Email your letter of introduction, resume,
and five professional references with
complete contact information to
HR@mullenhigh.com.
DIRECTOR OF FACILITY OPERATIONS for St. Frances Cabrini Parish, full
time with benefits. Oversee all aspects of
the operational, strategic, & security
management of our facility, grounds,
equipment, & maintenance staff. College
degree preferred, equivalent experience/
certifications. For a complete job description & qualifications, see our website at
http://www.sfcparish.org. Please email
resume and cover letter no later than
August 17th to: sswanson@sfcparish.org
Include “Applicant – Director of Facility
Operations” in the subject line.

FINANCIAL SERVICES ACCOUNTANT
for the Archdiocese of Denver. The position requires experience in a financial
accounting environment, proficiency in
Word & Excel; a Catholic in communion
with the Church a plus. Accounting
degree preferred. Please submit application form (available at https://archden.
org/careers) with resume & cover letter
indicating salary requirements to ernie.
armstrong@archden.org or mail to Archdiocese of Denver, Attn: Ernie Armstrong,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210.

PRO-LIFE INTERNSHIP AVAILABLE
Join The Little Flower Maternity Home for
a season of service! Interns live in the
home and directly assist us in serving
mothers & babies. Commitment is for
12-16 weeks. Exact dates are flexible. Must
have valid driver’s license and be at least
21 years of age. Benefits include all room
and board, use of company vehicle, gym
membership, and small monthly stipend.
Responsibilities include living in community with pregnant mothers, new moms,
newborns, staff members; participating in
community functions; providing daytime
and overnight house coverage; and
assisting with managing donations and
house operations. Must be pro-life practicing Catholic in full communion with the
Church. Email resume and letter of interest
to: sara@littleflowermaternity.org

SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
seeks a Development Director and a
Middle School Teacher. Please see job
postings at GoSaintJoseph.org under the
“Join Us, Join Our Team” tabs.
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Perspectives

WYD 1993: the turning point

O

n this 25th anniversary of
World Youth Day in Denver, I
can’t help sharing one of my
favorite personal memories of John
Paul II.
It was
Dec. 15,
GEORGE 2004, and
WEIGEL as had
become
The Catholic Difference
our custom
George Weigel is a
during
distinguished senior
the years
fellow of the Ethics and
when I was
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
preparing
Witness to
Hope, I was having a pre-Christmas
dinner with John Paul, who loved the
Christmas season — and believed in
opening his Christmas presents when
he got them. That year, I had brought
him a very large photo album,
National Parks of the United States,
which the pope proceeded to unwrap
as soon as I gave it to him, with some
help from then-Archbishop Stanislaw
Rylko. The 263rd successor of St.
Peter then looked at the table of contents — and immediately turned to
Rocky Mountain National Park.
After a few minutes of quietly
browsing through the pictures, John
Paul got that look in his eye, and

said across the table, “Hmm. Rocky
Mountain National Park. Hmm.
Denver. World Youth Day. 1993. Hmm.
Bishops of America said it couldn’t
be done. I… proved… them… wrong!”
The last sentence was spoken through
a big smile, with as much force as
the Parkinson’s-ridden pope could
muster, and he punctuated it by stabbing his finger down on the page with
each dramatically drawn-out word.
The memory of those remarkable days in August 1993 obviously
meant a lot to him, and he wasn’t
exaggerating the opposition he faced
in bringing World Youth Day to the
Mile High City. Despite its successes
elsewhere, a lot of American bishops
thought that a Catholic youth festival just wouldn’t work in the United
States. But the Pope insisted that he
wanted a World Youth Day in America; Archbishop J. Francis Stafford
wanted World Youth Day as a kickstart to the re-evangelization of the
Denver archdiocese; and after some
efforts were made to hold the event
in Buffalo (where it was thought it
might attract Canadian pilgrims)
or Chicago, Denver got the nod and
Archbishop Stafford and his team set
out to prepare for WYD 1993.
It was a colossal undertaking

that exhausted everyone involved
in it (except, perhaps, for the ebullient John Paul II), and it succeeded
far beyond anyone’s expectations
(except, again, for the pope). The
event itself was a marvel. The helicopter pilot who flew John Paul into the
old Mile High Stadium said the noise
from the cheering crowd created
air turbulence the likes of which he
hadn’t experienced since being under
fire when flying in Vietnam. The
chief of police later noted that there
hadn’t been a single felony arrest in
the city during the entire time World
Youth day was underway — right after
Denver had been experiencing a serious crime wave. Skeptical people who
hadn’t seen the inside of a church in
years found themselves giving water
and candy to young pilgrims as they
walked 15 miles through and out of
the city they’d transformed, to the
closing Vigil and Mass at Cherry
Creek State Park.
And during that Mass, the pope
brought it all to a fine, dramatic
conclusion with this challenge: “Do
not be afraid to go out on the streets
and into public places, like the first
apostles who preached Christ and the
good news of salvation in the squares
of cities, towns, and villages. This is

no time to be ashamed of the Gospel…
It is the time to preach it from the
rooftops.”
WYD 1993 was not just a triumph
for John Paul II, and for now-Cardinal Stafford and his team; it was
a turning point in the history of the
Catholic Church in the United States,
and its effects are still being felt on
this silver jubilee. Before WYD 1993,
too much of Catholicism in America was in a defensive crouch, like
too much of the Church in western
Europe today. After WYD 1993, the
New Evangelization in the United
States got going in earnest, as Catholics who had participated in it brought
home the word that the Gospel was
still the most transformative force
in the world. Before WYD 1993, U.S.
Catholicism was largely an institutional-maintenance Church. With
WYD 1993, Catholicism in America
discovered the adventure of the New
Evangelization, and the living parts
of the Church in the U.S. today are the
parts that have embraced that evangelical way of being Catholic.
That crucial turning point on the
road to a Catholicism of missionary
disciples should be remembered with
gratitude.

about. Denver was already experiencing a crime surge that summer. How
would this event impact that? Where
large numbers of teenagers congregate, trouble generally follows. Every
hotel room in the city was booked, and
youth groups were sleeping in living
rooms, parish gyms, and even parking
garages. The city would be completely
overrun. Would these kids — these
sleep-deprived, away-from-their-parents, chaperoned-by-equally-sleep-deprived-youth-ministers kids — actually behave? Or would they add to the
crime statistics?
What happened here in Denver
was truly remarkable. Not only did
the kids behave, but even the criminals cleaned up their act. During the
events of World Youth Day, the crime
rate in the city dropped to practically
zero. The 16th Street Mall was filled
with shiny faced, smiling Catholics
greeting each other, many wearing
their “Ale Mary” T-shirts specially
commissioned by the Rock Bottom

Brewery to mark the occasion. The
entire city was happy, friendly and,
dare I say, holy.
My talk was singularly unremarkable. I spoke at Mile High Stadium,
hours before the Holy Father arrived.
I was not the main attraction, and I
was speaking in an enormous venue
where audience members’ distance
from me could be measured in percentage of a mile. I don’t remember
what I said, and I’d be surprised if
anybody else remembered it, either.
And that was okay. We were all just
waiting for the main event.
The stadium was much more
packed that evening, as we awaited the
Holy Father’s arrival. Rain was falling,
but that didn’t dampen anybody’s
spirits. I believe the skies had cleared
by the time his helicopter appeared.
A few minutes later, when the Popemobile appeared in the stadium, the
crowd exploded in cheers — and then
something else. My own reaction
surprised me. As soon as I caught a

In the presence of a saint

I

’ve never been more proud — of
my city or of my Church.
I was a Denver native ex-pat
living in San Francisco when I got
the call. World Youth Day was slated
to be held
MARY
in Denver
BETH
in 1993.
BONACCI
I hadn’t
planned on
Guest Column
attending,
Bonacci is a syndicated
being just
columnist based in
far enough
Denver and the author of
past my
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
teens that I
didn’t consider myself part of the target audience. But then the committee called
and asked if I would be interested in
speaking at the event.
Would I? You bet!!
Our now St. John Paul II had
already shaped my life in profound
ways. His Theology of the Body had
revolutionized my understanding of
love, marriage and sexual morality

ever since I had first learned about it
in my senior year of college. I wanted
to share what I learned, as widely as
possible. And so, by 1993, I had already
been giving talks about his vision of
love and marriage to audiences around
the world for seven years — since
shortly after he completed the series
of Wednesday audiences at the heart
of the Theology of the Body. I had also
recently completed a master’s degree
from the Holy Father’s own program,
the John Paul II Institute for Studies
on Marriage and the Family.
So yes, he had turned my world on
its head. And yet, the only time I had
ever seen him in person was one brief
glimpse in a motorcade in San Francisco, during his visit six years prior.
So, of course, I was very excited to
receive the invitation. It was an enormous honor. Plus, I would actually
get to attend events where he would
be speaking. But sharing my beloved
home city with tens of thousands of
Catholic youth? That I wasn’t so sure
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Forming disciples in the parish and home

T

wenty-five years ago, Pope St.
John Paul II called Catholics
to enter a new evangelization
during World Youth Day in Denver.
This evangelization (the sharing of
the good
DR. R.
news)
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R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
and not
husband and father of six,
practicing
the director of formation for
their faith,
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
as well as
writer, and insatiable reader.
encourages
Catholics
to share their faith more fervently.
The anniversary of John Paul’s visit
provides us an opportunity to think
about how we are responding to his
invitation to share our faith with
others. Cardinal Francis Arinze’s
new book, The Evangelizing Parish
(Ignatius, 2018), can help us in this
reflection.
Evangelization requires discipleship. Jesus calls everyone to follow
him — to become his disciple by imitating him and sharing in his mission.
We may not have had the opportunity
to say “yes” to Jesus’ invitation of
becoming his disciple and growing in a

personal relationship with him. Prayer
stands at the heart of discipleship as
it provides us with the opportunity
to meet Jesus and grow closer to him.
Therefore, Cardinal Arinze teaches us
that “prayer is a vital necessity both
in the spiritual life of each Christian
and in the apostolic engagement of
the individual and of the Church community” (66). He recommends taking
at least 10 or 15 minutes each day for
personal prayer and learning how to
speak to God in our heart.
The highest expression of prayer
comes through the parish: “The
Eucharistic celebration on the Lord’s
Day is the major weekly event at which
the parish community gathers before
the Lord to adore him, to give thanks,
to ask for pardon for sins, and to make
other requests” (69). This weekly
encounter with the Lord animates
the life of the parish: its religious
education, sacramental preparation,
devotional practices, administration
and community life. A strong focus on
faith and God’s grace helps the parish
to avoid certain pitfalls the cardinal
points out, especially a reduction
of parish life to bureaucracy which
impedes evangelization (118).
Rather, Cardinal Arinze challenges
us to recognize the parish as the
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central and most important “evangelizing community” (33). Refocusing
the parish on evangelization entails a
shift of mentality in reaching out to all
of those within the parish boundaries,
Catholic or not, seeking to serve them
and share the Good News with them.
It requires forming stronger relationships in the parish, getting more
lay people involved in outreach, and
allowing the Word of God to guide our
vision, prayer and message (52). Evangelization will also push us beyond our
fears and inhibitions and beyond the
status quo, which fears “fresh ideas
and approaches” in favor of “over-conformity” (138). Instead, “a parish is
expected to look out in a dynamic way
for what it can do for Christ,” in its
own parishioners but also in serving
all of those in need (83).
The parish comprises a center
of evangelization, but it also should
serve as a launching pad for inspiring
greater witness in society. Cardinal
Arinze exhorts us that “every Christian should give witness to Christ as
an individual parent, doctor, lawyer,
teacher, business owner or partner,
nurse, taxi driver, pilot, or politician”
(136). This is because “every baptized person is called to engage in
witnessing to Christ according to the

person’s vocation and mission and
opportunities in life” (7). Baptism
makes us a child of God, with the Holy
Spirit dwelling in us, giving us our
own share in Christ’s mission of salvation for others. The parish can help
us to realize our own potential as an
evangelizer.
Finally, as we reflect on our role in
the New Evangelization, we should
remember St. John Paul’s maxim
that “the future goes by way of the
family.” Cardinal Arinze agrees, stating that “the health and condition of
the family are of great importance
to the health and condition of both
Church and State” (122). Therefore,
the parish must prioritize support
for families, helping them to live the
Christian life, and should “give much
attention to the preparation of young
people for marriage” (ibid.). With
the support of the parish, families
are the ideal place to form disciples
who will be ready to respond to the
Lord’s command to share their faith
with others. Ultimately, helping our
children to embrace the call of discipleship is the best way to continue the
legacy of World Youth Day within the
Archdiocese of Denver.

glimpse of that tiny white figure, so
far from my seat in the upper stands,
I immediately began to cry. Looking
around, I saw that others were reacting the same way. And it wasn’t the
“teeny boppers crying over Frank
Sinatra” kind of tears. It was something deeper, more profound.
What was happening, I learned
later, was a spontaneous response to
holiness — the incredible holiness of
His Holiness. St. John Paul II had a
radiance about him, a radiance that
didn’t come from any natural origin.
It was supernatural — a total, complete indwelling of the Holy Spirit
that was so real, so profound, that it
often produced tears in those around
him. It was the same holiness — the
same activity of the Holy Spirit — that
could bring a months-long crime
wave to a sudden and screeching halt.
The same holiness that could inspire
essentially agnostic teenaged boys to
suddenly find themselves considering — and in many cases, within a few

years, entering — the priesthood. The
same holiness that would revitalize
an entire archdiocese.
All of that happened. And it wasn’t
because of anything in particular he
said. It was accomplished simply by
his arriving into town.
I don’t remember a lot of what he
said that night, or at the other events
I attended (McNicols Arena, Cherry
Creek State Park). It was noisy, there
were a lot of people, he had a thick
accent. When I arrived back home
and actually read the transcripts of
his talks, I was so inspired by what I
saw that I wrote a series of columns
that later became the basis for my
book We’re on a Mission from God.
But my greatest memories of World
Youth Day 1993 had very little to do
with what St. John Paul II said to us
in his talks.
The greatest things to come out
of those magical days in Denver happened, quite simply, because we had a
true saint in our presence.

32

AUGUST 11-24, 2018 | DENVER CATHOLIC | WYD 25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.
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