Pope's trip may start dialogue and herald..

A NEW AGE FOR THE
cese of North and South Am er
ica, who considers the visit a
“ progressive act,” saw the pos
sibility that the Pope may have
the place where Chrut preadied some message for the Christian
HLs Gospel o f love, but where
the Church was born and where
the first Council was held, the
Council that declared that the
Church is for all men.
The bond of ecumenism that
unites the decrees of the First
Council o f Jerusalem, A.D. 51,
with the burning charity o f the
Second Vatican Council toward
all men — non-Christian as well
as Christian — is, no doubt, one
of the profound inspirations for
fais pilgrimage.
As in the exciting days of the
current Council, in the Church’s
first years there were tensions
between those who respected old

bul for a meeting of the m ajor
religions. H e said such a meet Pope’s D irectio ns
ing in “ the Holy City of Zion”
Concerning Liturg y
would open a new road for
CSiristianity.
Secondly, it can be expected
that the Popes henceforth will
take an active role in uni
fying the Church, carrying its
message and impact to far
places, comforting and encour
aging those on its far-flung
’ ’battle fronts.”
First came the announcement
of the Pope’ s projected flight
Vatican City—By the solemn
to the H oly Land next month. proclamation of Dec. 4 Pope
Then reports were issued indi Paul and other Council Fathers
cating he will attend the Eu- brought to maturity the liturgi
cal seeds planted by this cen
tury’s three Piuses and John
X X III. This was the first Con
Itin e ra ry
ciliar Constitution since 1870.
The New York Times, citing
Some changes presumably
n unofficial Vatican source, will go into effect early next
gave the following tentative year. Pope Paul said he would
iUnerary for the Pontiff:
issue Instructions next Feb. 16
talvnUy, J«n. 4 — Otpartur* from on bow the Constitution is to
Fiumicino
Intvmatlofial Airport M or
Romo boforo dawn by chortorod lot- be carried out and until then
nntr. Arrtvol at Jtrvulam (Jordanian no changes may be made. But,
toctor) airport or Amman a lr p ^ around
l:M A.AA. Visits to BittiMbom and othor because the Constitution calls
boly placos In Jordan, spand night in for revision o f the texts of
apostolic dologatlon in Jarvsalom (Jor
the Missal and the Roman
danian toctor).
Sunday, Jan. S — Visits to Noxarotti Missal, the b(H>k containing
and othor baty placos in Itrool, possibly the rites of the sacraments,
using a miBtary airport la Itraafl tarsome of changes will be years
rltory. Ratum ta Jorvsaltm (Jordanian
tactor). Spand night in apastollc dtloga- in the making.
The Constitution provides for
.. Jan. 4 — Ritas at Church
at tha Holy SapuKhor, Jarusaiam (J<
the use of the language of the
danlaa aactar), possibly mootings with
people
in parts o f the Mass and
Orthodox loodors, and rotum to Romo
otthor diroct or with stopovor in Bolrvt. other sacraments.
Arrival at Fiumicino A i r t ^ Monday
The Constitution stresses that
night.
A spokesman for the Govern- the sermon during the Mass,
ment-(^ontrolled airline A litalia especially on Sundays, is not
said that the Pope would something added or optional but
travel in one of its DC-8 je t “ part of the liturgical service.”
The Constitution runs to some
liners. The
plane
will
be
adapted according to Vatican 16.000 words and has an ap
specifications, it was said. It pendix declaring that the Cath
was assumed that for the occa olic Church is willing to work
sion it would be painted in the with other Christian Churches
Pontifical colors, white and ye l to try and set a regular fixed
Sunday for Easter. The Consti
low.
tution itself contains a general
introduction and seven separate
cbaristic Congress in Bombay, chapters.

Changes
Await
Feb. 16

In H is Absence
Vatican City — Cardinal
Amleto G. Clcognanl, Papal
Secretary of State, will ad
minister the Church during
Pope Paul VTs trip to the
Holy Land and presumably
during any future absences.
Spokesmen here said Car
dinal Eugene Tis.serant, an
expert on the Middle East,
may accompany the Pope to
the Holy Land, as may Car
dinal Augustin Bea, S.J., a
leading proponent of ecumen
ism.
habits and were fearful of
truth’s becoming contaminated
and those who favored broader
horizons.
The Council of Jerusalem,
by deciding that Gentile con
verts need not be circumclzed
and bear other burdens of th«;
Mosaic law, coened up the
Cbnrch to the non-Jewisb
world. It wa.s this that set the
stage for the world - wide
spread o f the Church, Just as
the present Council that Pope
Paul heads is trying to set
the stage for still wider
spread o f the Gospel.
It is believed the pilgrimage,
once termed by then Cardinal
Montinl ’ ’the dream of my life ,”
w ill see the Pontiff in the Holy
laind on Jan. S, the Feast o f the
EpU^any. (H e is scheduled to
leave Rom e Jan. 4 and return
Jan. 6.) The feast commemo
rates Christ’s manifestation of
HliDself to the Gentiles, as rep
resented by the Three Kings
from the East, as well as His
manifestation of Himself at the
beginning of His public life.
The Orthodox observe Christ
mas on the same day.
Besides the Council, which
attached such importance to
the Elast, commented Catholic
circles in Lebanon, ’ ’nothing
could have demonstrated bet
ter the importance which the
Supreme Pontiff attaches to
the Eastern Churches.”
Radio Vatican called it a first
•tep toward fuller understand
ing of the Eastern Christian
Faith.
Churchmen speculated that
the Pope might meet the Ecu
menical Patriarch of Con
stantinople, Athenagoras I,
and other Orthodox leaders at
the Holy Sepulcher in Jeru
salem. The Patriarch sug
gested a summit meeting of
heads o f Christian religions at
the same time. ’ ’Osservatore
Romano” quoted Orthodox,
Protestant,
and J e w i s h
spokesmen in praise of the
Pontiff’ s coming visit,
Ardibishop lakovos, Primate
o f the Greek Orthodox Archdio
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Vatican City. — With fast-breaking reports from
here about future travel plans of Po pe Paul V I it be
came clear the Church is entering upon a new age.
First it seemed almost certain that the trip would
at least of the
world. Jerusalem, he said. Is be the occasion for the start in some
America’s National Catholic Newspaper
dialogue between the Orthodox and the Catholic Church,
where it should be given.
(Name Registered in U. S. Patent O ffice)
called
for
earlier
this
year
by
a
s
^
o
d
of
the
form
er
A Moslem paper in Lebanon
said the whole East is rejoicing Churches. On learning of the impending visit of Pau l V I, DENVER, CO LO ., SUN DAY, D EC. 15, 1963
VOL. X X X IX No. 50
Patriarch Athenagoras of the Orthodox called in Istan
at news of the visit.

Rome, Jerusalem Linked
By m Staff Writer
When Pope Paul goes as
a pilgrim to the Holy Land,
he will be visiting not only
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H a rk , the H e ra ld A n g e ls Sing— But It's Not E asy!

M odem Popes henro e d ifie d w orld

Piety in the Vatican
By Bishop Robert J. D w yer
duress and of forgiveness after injury.
FOR O V E R A C E N T U R Y and a
It was he who took care of M adam e
half the Church has enjoyed a succes
Lactitia, Napoleon’s mother, when the
sion of Roman Pontiffs who have edi
star had set over St. Helena. Gregory
fied
the world.
When
Gianangelo
X VI was the Restoration incarnate,
Braschi, Pope Pius VI, died in the cit
both in its virtues and its blindness. It
adel of Valence, France, on Aug. 29,
is hard to excuse him for the w ay he
1799, a prisoner of the Consulate, all
Christendom shuddered In revulsion at
nagged at Felicite de Lamennais, in
sisting on one abjuration of demo
the brutality meted out to an old man
cratic liberalism after another, to the
whose faults of extravagance and nenotism were more than atoned for by
point where the priest finally turned
his patient dignity under insult. He
from
ardent championship
of the
was the last of the Popes who regarded
Papacy to embittered agnosticism. Yet
the Papacy as a kind of fam ily bene
it is manifest that the Pope w as act
ing according to his lights, however
fice. Beginning with the new century
limited they were in this regard, and
the personal record of the Pontiffs has
there w as never question of his per
been unspotted.
sonal piety.
Not that they have all been saints.
Pius VII, who succeeded, certainly
IT IS K N O W N that the late Pope
compromised himself with Napoleon,
John X X III w as eager to see the
though under
cause of Pius IX in tr^ u c e d for canon
ization. Certainly, Pio Nono sought aft
which at the
er holiness with all his might, and his
least
minimized
his responsibility.
failings, if such they were, w ere of the
Throughout his calvary he gave a shin
(Turn to Page 2)
ing example of forbearance under
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Tests by Court
Washington

A Senate bill introduced by Senators Wayne Morse (D, Ore.)
and Joseph S. Clark (D.. P a .) would permit any Institution or
any taxpayer to challenge In court the constitutionality of feder
al aid to a religious institution. A similar right to sue Is granted
to any public or other non-profit institution or agency whose ap
plication for a loan or grant has been denied “ on the ground that
such a loan or grant would be prohibited by the First Amend
ment.” Sen. Morse believes the measure would provide a legis
lative approach for settling difficult Constitutional problems in
the field of education.

By a vote of 50 to 36 the Senate has approved and
sent to President Johnson a one-year extension o f the controver.sial Mexican farm labor program amid indications that this may
be Its last lease on life. Catholics have been in the forefront of
Church and labor groups that attacked the program, under which
Mexican workers called braceros are imported to work on U.S.
farms.

United Nations, N.Y.
The Holy See has pledged $1.(KH) as a “ token” contribution to
the 1964 UN Refugee program as an "indication o f the continuing
interest of the Holy See in ameliorating the sorrowful condition
of the refugees.” A Mass commemorating the 15th anniversary
of the Universal Declaration o f Human Rights was offered in
the Park Avenue Chapel of SS. Faith, Hope, and Charity by
Auxiliary Bishop James H. Griffiths of New York. In connection
with the anniversary. Father L.C.B. Beaufort, O.F.M., representa
tive of the Netherland and one of the delegates who worked on
the original draft of the declaration, pointed out that there has
been “ some progress” in the field of human rights since the
adoption o f the declaration, but ’’the progress has not been
enough nor has it been rapid enough.”

Pittsburgh

The dropping of grades by Catholic schools “ works better
on paper than in fact.” warns Monsignor John B. McDowell,
superintendent of Pittsburgh diocesan schools. He also recom
mended the establishment o f district Catholic grade schools and
the addition of a ninth grade to the existing system to meet the
growing problems that face the parochial schools. This would
bring the Catholic schools abreast of the public school arrange
ment a 6-3-3 system. In this system the elementary schools ends
India, next autumn. It is signifi
at the sixth grade, junior high covers the seventh, eighth, and
cant that both of these trips
Full text of Liturgy Con ninth grades and the last three are known as senior high school.
will take him to lands where stitution is In special tab The parochial schools have been following the system of eight
elementary grades and four high school grades.
millions o f persons are com  loid supplement. U . S. Bish
Hancock, N.H.
pletely unfamiUar with — some
ops* statement, page 7.
Despite the acceptance o f “ voluntary prayer” in most New
openly hostile to — Christianity.
Hampshire public schools, the Hancock school board has refused
It also w ill put Mm in close
Among other things, the de to reverse its stand against religious exercises In local school
contact with the ancient Chris cree provides fo r the restore buildings.
tian CJhurches of the East
tion of the “ common prayer”
Phila(ielphia
both Orthodox and Uniate — or “ prayer o f the faithful” fol
On Jan. 7. the newly established feast day for Blessed John N.
that have felt an increasing lowing the Gospel and sermon Neumann. C.SS.R., fourth Bishop o f Philadelphia, Bishops-desIsolation as the force of history on Sundays and holy days. Also ignate John J. Graham. Auxiliary of Philadelphia, and Joseph T.
moved Westward. Now the tide concelebrallon o f the Mass — in Daley, Auxiliary, of Harrisburg, Pa., will be consecrated in a
of history is washing back wMch two or m ore priests all joint ceremony in Sts. P eter and Paul’s Cathedral. Philad^phia.
upon the Orient and the middle consecrate the same bread and The consecrator. Archbishop John J. Krol of Philailelphia, will be
East, something the Pope clea r wine—is to be extended. It will assisted by Bishop George L. Leech of Harrisburg and Auxiliary
ly recognizes.
be permissible on Holy ’Thurs Bishop Gerald McDevitt o f Philadelphia as co-consecrators. Bish
Pope Paul V I gave an open day. during synods and Bishops’ op Francis J. Furey. Apostolic Administratw o f the San Diego,
hint of Ms determination to do conferences, and at the Mass Calif, diocese, will preach.
for the blessing o f an Abbot.
active pastoral work last sum
The Constitution provides that
mer when be was staying at
species of bread and wine, may
Castelgandolfo. He made w eek
be given when the Bishops think
ly, unannounced Journeys each
fit. not only to clerics and reli
Rome
Sunday to neighboring towns,
gious, but also to the laity.
where he preached and even
“ Thousands and thousands” of young working boys and girls
Other points: The document
distributed Communion to the
converged on St. Peter’s for the beatification of Nunzi Sulprtzio,
states Extrem e Unction is to be
faithful.
His
present
travel
a blacksmith who died at 19. “ Nunzlo Sulprizio will tell you.”
called more fittingly, the sac
plans can be seen as a great
Pope Paul admonished the pilgrims, “ that no age is as fit as
rament of the “ Anointing of
extension o f that work. It seems
yours, young people, for great ideals, for heroic generosity,
the Sick.”
inevitable that, granting the
for the intertwined demands of thought and action,” and, con
Other chapters
deal with
proper circumstances, he will
tinued the Holy Father, “ it is religion that makes working men
Churdi music and with sacred
be the first Pontiff to visit the
great and good and just and free.”
art and furnishings. It is stated
United States, and commenta
there must be new stress on
tors are pointing to the open
ing o f the Vatican Pavilion at teaching the principles of music
and art in the seminaries and
next year’s New York W orld ’s
A heart attack was fatal to Archbishop Alfonso Carlnci, who
Fair as a most appropriate “ religious singing by the peo at 101 was the oldest Bishop in the world. The secretary
ple is to be skillfully fostered.”
moment.
emeritus o f the Sacred Congregation of Rites, he had been at
tending meetings of the Council prior to undergoing minor sur
gery Nov. 17. He was honored on his 101st birthday by Council
Fathers who attended a Te Deum In a Rome Church.
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P iu s l l ’s la st crusada

Early P o p e Set Out
Toward Holy Land
By Paul H. Hallett
O N L Y ONE POPE so far
as known, before Paul V I,
planned to visit the Holy
Land. He was the incredible
Aeneas Piccolomlni (Pius I I ) .
one o f the most glamorou.s
characters ever to occupy the
Papal throne.
Pius II headed a Crusade
against the Turk, which if
successful would have ended
in the Holy Land. On June
18, 1464, he took the Crusad
er’s oath and, at the head of
a band o f French and Spanish
k n i g h t s , said: “ Farew ell
Rome. N ever again w ill you
see m e alive.” He died In
Venice the following N ovem 
ber, his dream dissolving with
him.

Jorusolom — Theit Romo
PajM to V isit Holy la n d
A t ceremonlei adjourning the Second Vatican Council until
next year, Pope Paul V I umoancea his decision to visit the Holy
L u d la January. The Pontiff, seated In his chair at 8t. Peter’s
Basilica, said be was making the pilgrimage to pray for the
“ final h v p y conclnslon” o f the Council, fo r Chrlstlaa unity and
pence. His visit will marie the first time rince St. P eter left the
H oly Land tn 55 A.D. that a Pope has set foot on soil there.

This painting, ’ ’Descent of (he Holy Ghost,” by Father
Robert L . Helm, C.S.Sp., a UJ5. N avy Chaplain, might well
depict the Council of Jerusalem, at which the Apostles — led
by Sts. P eter and Paul — met with other Church members.
Steps w ere taken that opened up Church membership to the
Geatfle world. Now the head o f the present Council, which Is
w m U n f to reopen the Church to much o f the w orld outside It,
w ill visit Jerusalem, w h e n the first Conndl meL

the tomb o f Christ. This fa
mous speech marked the be
ginning of the Crusades.
Just half a century later, in
1146, Eugenius H I renewed
this appeal In France. This
began the Second Crusade.
THE PO PE S have generally
stayed in Rom e, or at least
in Italy. A notable exception
was the period between 1305
and 1378, *when seven Popes
sojourned in Avignon, in the
south of France.
Three early-century Popes
visited Constantinople, then
the capital o f the civilized
world. They w ere St. John I
(523-526), St. Agapitus I (535536), and Vigilius (537-555).
Vigilius, who was carried off
by the E m peror Justinian to
Constantinople, where he re
mained seven years, was the
first of three Popes to be ab
ducted to foreign lands, the
other two being Pius VI, who
was carried o ff to France in
1799, and Pius V II. who met
the same fate in 1809.

T H E W INNING O F T H E
Holy Land, and a united Chris
tendom, w#»re the ambitions’of
two other famous Poptes who
left Ita ly during their Ponti
ficates. Famous as an ex
ample of oratory is the speech
made b y Urban II in N ovem 
THE L A S T POPE before
ber, 1095, before a council of
Paul V I who went voluntar
nobles and prelates at Cler
ily to a land outside Italy was
mont in France. He -called up
Pius V I, who spent several
on the nobles to reiHoce their
months in M enus conferring
privata w ars and make a com 
with
the E m peror Joseph H.
mon effort for tha recovery of

Like the priest “ you are at the service of truth," Pope Paul
told the 150 men and women journalists at Mass sponsor^ by
the International Union o f the Catholic Press in the Vatican’s
Pauline chapel. The principal speaker at the weekend
symposiums was Father John Courtney Murray, S.J., o f Woodstock College. Md.. who stressed the “ social necessity of the
Catholic press.”
•
•
•
Some 200 Council Fathers from 46 countries signed a peti
tion for a special schema on Communism, Marxism, and So
cialism. The petition was handed to Cardinal Amleto G. Clcognani, Papal Secretary of State. Calling Communism and Marxism
the “ greatest heresy of this century.” the petition asked that the
errors of these isms be treated philosophically, sociologically,
and economically.

CANADA

Friend of Poles
London, Ont,

Bishop John C. Cody. Ordinary of the London diocese since
1950, died at 62. He took a special interest in Poland and
its people. In 1951 he advocated the return to Poland of national
art treasures held in Canada since early in World W ar II and
two years later an agreement was worked out to provide the
transfer of the treasures to Wawel Museum in Cracow, Poland.

THE ORIENT

Protestant Help
Madras

A Protestant speaker. David Shaw, -asked a national conferenee of Protestants to co-operate with preparation of the 3*th
international Eucharistic congress to be held in Bombay next
year, by offering assistance and accommodations to the thous
ands o f visitors expected at the congress.

Bangalore
Catholics have joined Protestants in condemning proposed
legislation seeking to declare Christian religious institutions a i
“ public trusts.” The application of the legislation to Christian,
and particularly. Catholic inatitutions, would amount to a “ sub
stitution of secular authorities” to manage their affairs. It is
painted out.

Authority of Bishops
Strengthened by Pope
Vatican City — The au
thority of Bishops through
out the world was strengthened by Pope Paul V i’s apos
tolic letter. Pastorale Muous,
promulgated here Dec. 3. and
granting 40 faculties, o r pow
ers, to the Bishops’ existing
powers and privileges.
Many of the faculties were
those which in the past had
been reserved to the Holy See
or which could not be exer
cised without prior permission
from the Apostolic See.
The letter was viewed as pri
marily a move to decentralize
Church administration by lift
ing the control of the Roman
Curia from the Bishops in mi
nor matters, and to emphasize
Episcopal dignity. Its full text
was not immediately released.
Most of the faculties granted
would be meaningless to the
general body of Catholics. They
have particular import for dio
cesan chancery offices, reliev
ing them of the burdensome
and time-consuming tasks of
making special requests each

VO C A TIO N S -M EN
Holy C rou B reth a n
Serve Cod In
• Ttodilno
• Mlulora
• SocM Work • OvWwKe
• Trade*
• Accoundng
^
For Information and
m•ra^)r* writa:
iraftwr Sartat CS.C,
V 7. Vlacaaf Hall
St. adwarT* Uatvaralty
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Most Rovortnd Fulton i . Sboon
Do you sleep w ell? O r do you worry about other
p it— fheir diseases, their hunger, their poverty? Does
conscience ever dlslvrb you about not shoring with tho
of the world? Put together the following contrasting
artd you will be bothered.

peo*
your
poor
facts

The overage American
family throws owoy 750
tin cons o yeor, while mony
houses In Lotin American
slums ore mode of tin cemsi
Within 40 yeors (un te
1914), the United States
used 40 per cent ef the not*
urat resources ef thf eorth,
which U mere then the rest
ef the world usod during
4,000 yoors« Eoch doy tho
ovtrago American uses fen
times mere ef the earth's
notural resources (net In
cluding feed) then the rest
of the world. • • . Tho ovor^
oge Anserlcon oats 4.66
pounds of food o day; the
average Indlon eots 1.2
pounds o doy (ond this Is
mostly starch). Amorfeons
threw enough food into thslr g a r b le polls each yeor to
feed 600 million Chinese for three doys o week.
The
overage funeral of an adult In the United States cost $1,450.
Ten thousand people tn the world dio dally ef storvotlon.

Many consciences ore becoming stirred In the United
States. One woman w as sent a prospectus of a new dormi
tory building on a college campus and w a s asked to cont r il^ e $50,000. The marble floors, the elaborately decorated
bathrooms, the kitchenettes on each floor made her consider
whether she w as contributing to the excessive display of
wealth of those w ho should be signed with Christ's Cross.
She wrote to us quoting Nietzsche. It w as he who soldi "God
is dead." But m aybe he said It becauso w e act os If God la
dead. For Nietzsche reflected: "How can you convince me of
o Redeemer, if you do not act like one redeemed?"

This Is the challenge thrown upon the Church tn tho
United Stofes: Christ does not wont you to fulfill your desires
before sotisfying the necessities ef ethers. Moke your soul
consider these facts, ond then give to the Holy Fother who
olds oil — oil societies, oil places, oil artos. He does not
Invest your money so that missionaries moy five on Interest.
He, who knows best where It Is needed, gives It owoy Imm^lotely te the poor. This kind ef sensible, unheorded
chority Is yours thraugh The Sodety for the PrepogoHon of
the Folth. May the Lord bless you for shoring svlta the

Give permission to preach
or hear Confessions anywhere
in he world, except where the;
local Bishop raises objections
(O nly C^ardinals held this facul
ty previously);
• Absolve certain sins whose
absoluU<Mi was previously re
s e n t to die Holy See;
• G ive permission to preach
o f a non-Catholic o r an il
legitim ate child to become a
priest. (Illegitim acy was pre
viously regarded as an ’ ‘irreg
ularity” preventing the recep
tion of Holy Orders, except by
dispensation granted by the
Holy See);
• Give dispensations from
minor Impediments In marriage
cases (Bishops now, without re
course to Rome, may dispense
from the requirement of obtain
ing a statement from one party
that he or she is unwilling to
become a Catholic or live in
peace with the mate who wants
to become a Catholic);
Among the other faculties list
ed in the Pope's apostolic let
ter were the following, which
grant the Bishops power to:
• Perm it canons to engage
in the ministry and to accept
teaching assignments without
loss of their emoluments;
• Commute the obligation of
the Divine Office to the daily
recitation of the third part of
the Rosary or other prayers be
cause o f poor eyesight or other
reasons;
• Perm it clerics In minor or
ders, lay religious, and pious
women to wash altar linens;
• Permit their priests to erect
the way o f the cross, except in
the case of a parish where
there is a house o f religious
with this privilege;
• Dispose o f ecclesiastical
goods within the limits deter
mined by the National Episcopal
conference with the approval of
the Holy See;
• Extend the term of the con
fessors of religious women up
to a fifth three-year term, when
there is a scarcity o f priests
and provided the religious In
question, by secret ballot, agree
to accept his services;
Dispense religious women
from the dowry;
• Exclude from his diocese
for an urgent and grave rea
son a religious, if the major
superior has failed to take prop
er measures, the matter then
being referred to the Holy See
Reduce the choir obliga
tions of cathedral chapters and
collegiate chapters o f canons,
either by limiting this to cer
tain days or merely to a part
of the usual duties;
Confer sacred orders out
side the Cathedral churdi and
on non-Iiturglcal days, includ
ing weekdays, if pastoral con
siderations so recommend.

GOD LOVE Y O U to Mrs. T.V.B. for $20 "My s1itar-lf».
la w and I decided not to exchange Christmas gifts amortg
the family this year, so I'm sending the money for Our Lord's
Poor." . . . to A.M .P. for $10 "1 received a n Increase In salary
recently, t ^ w 1 would like to contribute a raise in salary to
the Missions." . . . to Mr. and Mrs. D.C.F. for $5 "We prom
ised this for the successful Canadian moose-hunting trip
w e hadl"

Find out how on onnulty with The Sodely for the
PrapegoHon of the Faith helps both you ond the p M ef the
Wetid. Send your requests for our pompMet on onmiHief,
fad'jdfng the dote ef yevr birth, te Mart tew. Fulfen A Sheen,
366 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10001.

Cut out this column, pin your sacrifice to It ond mall It
to AAost Rev. Fulton J. ^ e e n , Notional Director of The So«
defy far the Propogotion of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue,
Now York, N .Y, 10001, or your Diocesan Director,
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T H E 20TH C E N T U R Y began with
a genuine saint in the Vatican. The
unquestionable holiness of St. 1*105 X,
however, does not forbid discussion of
the wisdom of some of his policies nor
does it dictate approval of the manner
in which the cam paign against M odern
ism, for exam ple, w as carried on. The
urgency of excising a cancer m ade it
inevitable, one supposes, that the de
fenders of the faith would suffer along
with those deliberately intent on undermining the foundations of religion,
and that
.............................................lid
integral scholarship should go
into eclipse because a few unbalanced
theologians chose to blur the frontiers
of faith and reason. It is hard to know
how sensitive St. Pius w as to the an^ i s h of m any men of good w ill caught
in what seemed to them the impasse
created by the Biblical Commission.
Not a scientist himself, he m ay have
thought the whole thing somewhat of
an exaggeration.
Benemct X V w as a sad and sympathetic figure. He lacked that energy,
that force of personality, that vigor of
expression, which seemingly w ere call
ed for in the first of the international
conflicts of our times. He wanted peace
with all his heart, but his view of peace
w as limited to a return to the status
quo ante, and his trust reposed rather
in the kings than in the republicans,
though
■ with
ith his
■' experience it is hardly
fair to blam e him for that. H e could
not rise above his narrow background;
he saw no vision broader than that of
clerical Rome. He said his prayers
and hoped for the best.
A
FAR
D IF F E R E N T
type of
Pontiff succeeded him. Pope Pius X I
w as the plain, blunt man, straight as
a die, intolerant of fraud, hard on him
self and exigent of all his Bishops,
priests, and people. His w rath was
olympian, his judgments sometimes
hasty, his dislikes adamantine. White
w as white and black was black, and

to suggest any shading in between was
either nonsense or Imavery. W e owe
much to him for the strength of his
p r o n o u n c e m e n t s , matching the
strength of his character, and it may
be taken fo r granted that had he lived
he would have blasted Hitler fo r his
crimes against humanity with the same
or greater force he used in calling him
to task for his violations of the Concor
dat with the Church. You knew where
you stood alw ays with Pius X I.
In the Spring of 1939 Eugenio P a ce !
li assum ed the Papal tiara and the
name of Piu s XII. For the 19 years of
his pontificate, the years of w a r, of
armistice, of peace and grad u a l recon
struction, he was the object of a ven
eration seldom paid to a living man.
The reputation of his personal sanctity,
bis austerity, his absolute dedication
to the things of God, spread over the
entire w orld and was acknowledged by
Catholics and non-Catholics alike. The
GIs who applauded him to the echo in
St. P e te r’s court saw him as the sym
bol of the indomitable spiritual leader.
The scientists and theologians who
pondered his letters hailed him as one
of the m aster intellects of the day. It
was even rumored that he w as in
touch with a higher wisdom and was
the recipient of divine favors beyond
the ordinary ways of grace.
N O W , SIX Y E A R S A F T E R his
death, he is summoned to court by a
G erm an
playwright to
an sw er the
charge that he failed toI fulfill
fulfil his spir
itual obligation to humanity by pro5, To
“
■ and- clearly
- ■
testing,
loudly
enough
■ the
■■ N azi
a ■ genocide of
enough,
against
ugl
the Jewish people. The charge has
profoundly shocked the Catholic world,
accustomed as it has been to regard
Pius X II as little less than a saint
already. Its staging in A m e ric a may
even lead to some unpleasant reper
cussions.
It is evident that Hochhuth’s play
is
p artly a travesty, p artly a cari
cature, partly a half-truth buried un
der lay ers of propaganda. But the
question raised so Ineptly w a s bound
to be raised sooner or later, if ^
none other than the famous devil’s ad
vocate in the canonical process of test
ing for beatification. W h at Catholics
must rem em ber always is that Papal
infallibility does not carry with it any
guarantee of personal holiness or prud
ential wisdom. All the Popes w e have
reviewed, inadequately of course, had
their weaknesses and shortcomings,
not excepting St. Pius X. I f the silence
of Pope P lu s X II In the fac e of what
he knew w as a weakness, he must
answ er fo r it at the b a r of history on
the sam e terms as any other man.
O N E W O U L D H O P E T T IE R E for
a prosecutor less rabid than the man
who now pictures the Pope as a pol
troon and a miser. ’The vicious dis
tortion becomes the big lie, save that
such
febrile
pleading
reduces the
charge to the ludicrous, useful only to
the bigots. W e may not know the whole
truth about Pius X II in ou r time, but
when the definitive biography is writ
ten it w ill show a man f a r other than
Hochhuth’s nightmare goblin. It will
show a man caught in the agony of a
choice between the possible and the
perfect. M ay God spare us the like!

Senr* Fath er W eig el

New Church Outlook
Main Accomplishment
Rome — The eccompli&hmenta o f the second ses
sion of the Second Vatican
Council rtiould be Judged In
ecclesiastical outlook, rather
than in terms of formulation

o f doctrine, according to Father Gustave Weigel, S.J
of
Woodstodc, Md.
Father Weigel, ecclesiasti
cal professor a t the eollege,
served as Enghsh - language

Protestant Observer View s
Council With Opt imism

Rome — Optimism, tempered dirty word, and many o f the
by reality, remains after the O x in d l Fathers are ready to go
second session o f the Second beyond the relatively oautlous
Vatican Council has closed. Rea> schema on ecumenism.”
sons for the optimism indicate
Another highlight o f the ses
why the Council Is "v e r y impor
sion for the Protestant observ
tant to the dialogue with the
er was that the m ajority o f the
non-Roman Catholic.”
Council
F a tb en
favored
a
Dr. Robert McAlfee Brown
’ ’clear • cut statement on r ^ made this assertion. A professor
glo o t liberty as ■ right that be
of religlM at Stanford univer
longs to all men, whether Cath
sity In California, he attended
o llcf or n o t”
the session as an observer for
’ ’Virtually to a man,”
he
the WOTld Alliance of Reformed
noted, ’ ’the American H ierarchy
and Presbyterian Omrehes.
**Tbe Council made it clear,' will back this proposal. H ere Is
be said, ’ ’ that Its members the place where diey can and
wanted to hear what the non- will make their most significant
Catholic
observers
thought. contribution to the entire Ck>unThoogh we h id no ’ voice’ on ciL ”
the Council floor, we did have
an indirect *Tolce’ ihronjrh many
contacts possible with die Fathen.”
“ I now have,” Dr. Brown con
Attractive medal for baby's tinued, ” a more realistic picture
of bow the Catholic Church
Chicago — Three factors be
a lb . Gift boxed and carded
operates. I realize things take
with Guardian Angel picture more time than I want them to considered Important to the
and prayer. Medal is in a n  take, even when it is clear to growth and endurance o f the
tique silver finish. Pink for me what the R oly Spirit and 1 ecumenical movement w ere de
girls, blue for boys.
scribed by a Protestant minis
want.
’Thia Council made it abso ter at Loyola university’s "W in 
S«rry,
CATHOLIC aOOKSHOP. INC.
lutely clear that ecumenism Is ter Theology Lecture.”
p. o. aox ISM
in the Catholic Church to stay.
The speaker was Dr. Frank
WKMt* 1, KM*M
A new era of ecumenism was lin H. Littell, professor of
»"**“ •*
•
inaugurated by the vote of the church history at the Chicago
P M CiM H Mtoal
sdiema on ecum edsm .”
Theological seminary. H e said
the factors are: The absence
CONCERNING the ecumeni o f political coercion in religious
cal encotmter on Oirlstian re matters; an increase in the
modem
mission
movement,
newal, Dr. Brown aald:
*Tt la encouraging to discov odiich has made both Protestant
. ^
er that ’reform* ia no longer a and Catholic communions more
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Church Now Has
Official View

Piety in the Vatican
(CmUnaed From Page 1)

kind which qualify all who are still
fighting the battle against the prim al
enemy. He found it hard to brook op
• A llow Mast aboard ship, for position to his will, harder still to for
time certain faculties are need
sea or river Journeys;
ed.
give those who persisted in their op
• Allow priests, who may use
Among the faculties extended
position, even if they w ere the most
In the Papal decree were those portable altars, to use the Greek
devoted of his servants and the most
which permit the Bishops to: antimension. or special cloth
disinterested
of his counsellors. With
• Allow priests for Just rea blessed by the Bishop, instead
his flashes of wit and his occasional
of the altar stone;
sons to o ffer Mass twice
• Allow elderly or infirm gusts of temper he would m ake a very
priests to offer Mass at home attractive saint, as holding out a little
and seated if necessary;
more hope for the rest of us than most
• Allow chaplains of all hos who reach the altars.
pitals, orphanages, and prisons
Leo X III reminds one of the hard,
in the absence of the pastor to diamond flam e, a clear intellect who
administer the Sacrament of
found it difficult to suffer fools cheer
Confirmation to those in danger
fully. He bent his powers to serve the
o f death.
Church with a single devotion, though
TH E PO PE’S motu proprio — it sometimes meant, as in the case of
week days, and even three times meaning a document issued by his appeal to the French Hierarchy to
the Pope on his own initiative rally to the support of the 3rd Repub
on Sundays and holy days;
— specifically grants Bishops lic, the sacrifice of his Inherited pre
• Allow priests offering two
themselves the authority to:
judices. With something of N ew m an ’s
or three Masses to take liquids
• Perm it nuns to leave en vision of the shape of things to come
even though there not be inter
closed convents for important (what a pity they could not have known
vals of an hour before the next
reasons;
each other better!) he tried to brace
Mass;
• Settle a number of minor
• Allow priests to offer Mass disciplinary problems Involving the Church for the storms ahead, only
to be regarded by most of his Roman
at any hour of the day and to the clergy;
distribute Communion in the
• Give permission fo r the contemporaries as a rather mild eccen
evening;
reading of works on the Index tric. It is pleasing to recall that when
• A llow infirm priests or o f Forbidden Books to those he took to his bed for the last time he
priests with poor eyesight to of who need to do so for study or carried with him his breviary and a
fer the Votive M a n of the other important reasons;
copy of the Odes of Horace.

Blessed Virgin or the Mass of
the Dead daily;
• Allow totally blind priests
the same privilege, provided
they are assisted by another
priest or a deacon;
• Give permission for Mass
outside a sacred place, provid
ed the place be proper and be
fitting;

On radio, films, tv

Modlam l*op«* Ira v* adtflM l w erid

S t*p to d e e e n tre llie o dm lalsInrtlM i

Vatican City — Promulgated of the news, Is ’ ’most useful
by Pope Paul V I at the closing and very often necessary.” It
of the second session of the Ecu is set down as Church teach
menical Council Dec. 4, the De ing that “ In aociety men have
cree on the Media o f Social
right to Information, how
(Communication is said to be a ever, is conditioned upon its be
highly condensed statement of ing true and complete, and with
the ^ u r c h teaching and a con in the bounds o f justice and
cise program of pastoral in charity. The decree further de
struction on the subject.
Because the decree is so high
Full text of decree on
ly condensed, it was opposed as
inadequate in the debates o f the communications media on
aeoood letsion and drew 154
page 8.
negative votes at the sesihm
at which it was finally promul
gated. Some criticized it as dares the search for informa
opening the way for "censor tion must respect the laws of
ship” by recogzilzlng the right morality and the legitimate
of governments to consider the rights and dignity of the Indi
common good in regulating the vidual.
All, especially the young, are
media.
In
its
Introductory para urged to use moderation and
self-control
in using the com
graphs, the decree states the
Church’s special Interest in all munications media. Parents are
reminded of their serious duty
those means "which have
most direct relation to men’s to protect their diildren from
minds” and lists as the most harm in the m atter of shows
important among those modem and publications.
means “ the press, movies, ra Four special responslbUlUes
dio, televieion and the like.” It of public authorities are staU^:
• To protect and safeguard
recognizes the great service that
true and iust freedom of luforthese can do for mankind,
mation;
well a t the great harm that
• To encourage spiritual val
their misuse can produce.
Tw o chapters, one on the ues, culture and fine arts;
• To help those projects
teaching o f the Church and the
other on pastoral activity o f the which are ben efidal for young
people,
but which without their
Church, point out that the
Church is obliged to preach the help might not otherwise be
undertaken;
Gospel and has the right to use
• To exerd se a fitting and
communications media for this
purpose. Pastors are Instructed carefol watch, through the
promulgation
and enforcement
in their duty to Instruct and
of laws.
guide the fai^fu l.
Pastors are admoni.sbed to
H ie decree makes It a mat
ter of Church teaching that all hasten to fulfill effective use of
who make use of the media the social communications in
must be instmeted in their various apostolic endeavors as
drcumstancea and conditions
proper use.
H ie decree says information demand, which is Intimately
their ordinary
or the search for and reporting linked with
preaching responsibility.
Paragraphs deal with films,
radio, tdevision and the drama.
Encouragement Is given to films
that “ have value as decent en
tertainment, humane culture or
art, especially when they are
London — Christian unity. designed for young people.” It
according to Anglican Arch- urges support for sik A projects.
bishop Michael Ramaey o f Can Similar action is recommended
terbury, w ill come about in two In the field o f radio and tele
vision.
stages.
The decree notes that “ lay
“ The first stage," said Arch- men ought to be afforded tech
blabop Ramsey, IM m ste o f the nical, doctrinal and moral train
Church o f England, “ is that ing. For this purpose. It says,
w b e r e ^ ths Christian Churches the number of schools, faculties
everyw here cease to be rivals and institutes should bs In
and competitors and find them creased, where newsmen, writselves to be allies within Chris ters for screen, radio and tele
tendom. The second stage is vision snd all other interested
that o f actual unity between the parties can obtain a found
Churches.
training ^ a t Is Imbued with the
Christian spirit, especially with
Protestant ‘Monk’
respect to the social teaching
of
the Church.
Sees Council

Anglican Sees
Unity Product
Of Two Stages

Nearing Goal
Rom e — A guest observer at
both sessions of the Ecumenical
CkHincil. a Protestant “ monk/'
is convinced that the Council is
on its w ay toward the goal it
has set for itself.
He is Pastor Roger Schuetz.
Swiss prior of the community of
Taize in France, which, Irre
spective o f denomination, has
attracted the attention of all
concerned with C2irlstlan unity
since its establishment in 1940
P rior Schuetz said in an in
terview : “ All C^iristian comnuinities, in a sense, have become
introverted and therefore have
lost the contact with the rank
and file, especially the many
who belong to them In name
only.” ( N O

translator of the Council proceedings for the mm-Catbolic
observers attending the plen
ai y meetings and was a mem
ber o f the U.S. Bishops’ press
panel which Interpreted eadi
day’s Council events for English-language newsmen.
THE SESSION, which end
ed Dec. 4, accomplished very
little in spelling out doctrine,
but a great deal In change
of outlo<Hc in the Church, Fa
ther Weigel taid.
The achievement in change
of outlook can be measured
only a f t e r
lengthy and
thoughtful meditation, he said.
Such meditations w ill be made
in the forthcoming months
and years, l i is still too early
to essay a fin al reckoning.
BUT A N IM M E D IA T E ac
complishment can be pointed
to in the discussions on ecu
menism which occupied the
last two weeks o f debate. They
showed that the Fathers are
unanimous In regarding ecu
menism as a work o f the Holy
Spirit to be fostered by the
Church.

Minister Cites Three
Ecumenical Factors
keenly aware o f the universal
ity of the Christian faith; and
the fact that the balance of Ini
tiative in CbrlitiaD matters is
•hlfring ft^adlly from Wrotem
European establishments to the
younger branches,
including
Catholic and Protestant church
es in North America.
Speaking before 800 persons,
Dr. Littell pleaded: “ Let us
press forward in growing to
gether, in confidence that He
who has begun to bring us out
of the 16th ceotury impasse will
not abandem us now, U we ear
nestly seek to know and to do
the truth.”
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G reat In crea se In p ast decade

Lay Teachers 32% in Catholic Grade Schools
Washington — Lay teachers
In U.S. Catholic grade schools
now make up 32 per cent of the
teaching staff, a new study has
disclosed. This compares with
nine per cent 10 years ago.
In five U.S, dioceses, lay
teachers make up 50 per cent
or more o f the elementary
school teaching staff. The high
est ratio in the nation is 60
per cent, found in both New Or
leans and Baton Rouge, La.
These figures are reported by
William D. Pflaum, a graduate
student at the Catholic Univer
sity of America, in an article in
the current issue of the BuUetln
o f the Natlmal Catholic Educa
tional Association.
Pflaum says that in the 1962-

63 school year there were 111,312 teachers in the Catholic ele
mentary school.s, 35,571 o f them
lay teachers.
He notes that there was a
drop in the number of Sisters
teaching in elementary schools
between 1961 and 1962.
In 1961, there were 78,111 Sis
ter-teachers, but the next year
that figure dropped to 75,741, he
says.
This drop took place, he notes,
even though the total number
of Religious teachers did not
decrease. In 1962, he says, the
number of Sisters totaled 173,351, as compared to 168,527 in
1960.
Pflaum said a variety of ex
planations have been given for

the decline in the number of
teachers. He described these
explanations as “ probably valid
in some degree," but said that
“ the relative importance of
each has not been established."
“ One explanation," he writes,
“ is that more thorough training
given to Sisters in recent years
has slowed down the flow of
new teaching Sisters from motherhouses to classrooms.
“ Another explanation points
out that most of the Sisters pro
fessed during the past several
years were born between 1934
and 1940, a period of low birth
rate in the nation. Consequently,
it is held that a decline in the
number of newly professed Sis
ters was to be expected at this
time.
“ A third explanation states
that greater numbers o f Sisters
have been going to the foreign

Foreign Aid Bill Conferees
Modify Birth Curb Clause
Washington — Senate-House
conferees have dropped a birth
control authorization from the
$3,600,000,000 foreign aid bill.
The conferees agreed to lan
guage permitting money to be
spent “ to conduct research into
the problems
of population
growth,'* instead of a provision
authorizing U.S. tax funds to
pay for birth-control projects in
aid-receiving countries.
The compromise bill makes
no reference to “ carrying out
programs of population con

tro l." The bill was sent to the
two houses (Dec. 5) where back
ers will seek approval o f the
compromise.
The original aid bill, the first
to include a birth-control provi
sion, was passed (N ov. 15) by
the Senate, 63 to 17.
The issue of birth control and
foreign aid has been a contro
versy since 1959 when a presi
dential
citizens'
committee
urged governmental support of
“ plans designed to deal with
the
problem
of
population
growth" overseas.

Antioch: Where The Divine Liturgies Began
Antioch merits the title o f mother o f many Liturgies. In this
city, the early Christians surrounded the “ breaking o f the
bread" with those ceremonies which
J
,
.have come through the years as a
framework o f song and prayer . . .
Not too fa r from Anttocb, ia the
village of MACHTA-AZAR. S YRIA,
£
some 150 Melchite Rite Catholics
^
are a direct link to the early days
o f the Church. They are mostly poor
farm laborers. They have been try
ing to repair the parish church wUch
was partly destroyed and made unusable by Winter rains and wind.
Their services are donated and they
/wMf vrwaMf uaiTca
unable to complete the
work because of their poverty. They have appealed to ns for
funds to buy material, a modest sum of $1,600. We hope that
enough of our readers will be able to help them. This would be
a most appropriate thank-you to the Christ Child who gave us
the wonderful gift of the Mass or Liturgy as it is usually called
in the Eastern Rite churches. The parishioners w ill long re
member their benefactors in the lovely Melchite ceremonies.

P A L E S T IN E R E F U G E E S
The plight o f these persons Is pitiful. For sixteen years, they
have bad to live in camps, leaving behind their homes, farms
and j< ^ . The Holy Father has given us the task o f watching
over them in his name. We think o f a poem by Cardinal Spellman:
Somewhere—the place it matters not—somewhere
I saw « chQd, h u n ^ and thin o f face—
Eves in whose pools life’s joys no longer stirred,
lip s that were dead to laughter's eager kiss,
Yet parted fiercely to a crust o f bread.
A FOOD PACKAGE, costing $10 will feed a child and his
family fo r a month. Will you make this Christmas a happier
one for them? $2 will buy a fam ily a WARM BLANKET.

T H E D O CTR IN E O F SIG N ATU R E S
This curious, long-ago Idea o f some botanists held that God
fanpressed a signature on many plants to show their curative
powers. Thus the stalk of the ADDER'S TONGUE resembled
such a tongue. The plant cured the bite of adders snd other
venomous creatures . . . Most botanists dispute this Intriguing
Idea but there is no disputing Christ’s teaching that man has
God's Image and signature on him . . . By educating a seminaris » » J O HN DI MARCO, fo r instance or s Sister-to-be such as
SISTER CYRYSOSTOM. you can bring spiritual health (grace)
and often physical health to the many who do not recognize
Christ’s central part in restoring man to his union with G o ^

L IL IE S O F T H E F IE L D
We read this fun*Blled story o f an itinerant Ne^ro laborer
and a very staUe German refugee Mother Superior building
a chapel out o f dreams and prayers and everyday trust In
Divine Providence. The words m in o r marvelously the rising
theme o f the story which really bursts into song and magnifi
cence . . . We thought so m o d i o f the many priests in the Near
and Middle E^ast faced with Just the same problem • . • Your
STRINGLESS GIFTS enables us to help them where the need
is greatest A M EM ORIAL CHAPEL is a lovely w a y to remember someone. The cost: $2,000 to $6,000. A C H A PE L IT E M
such as monstrance, dborium. altar linens, sanctuary bell, etc.,
range in cost Rom fifty dollars to flve dollars.
Dear Monsignor Ryan:
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l&.1}earfist(nis$ioi2$i^
ntANCIS CAtOINAL SPIILMAN, PrtilStnl

CATHOUC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION
4R0 Ltidngten Ave. ot 46th St.
New York 17, N.Y.

T H E REGISTER
Published every week by the Catholic Press
Society, Inc., 934-950 Bannock S t, Denver, Colo.
80201, Post Office Box 1620.

High Schools
For 1 8 ,0 0 0
Cleveland —
Archbishop
Edward F. Iloban has an
nounced a multimlllion dollar
campaign to provide class
rooms for 18,060 high school
students over the next five
years. It is estimated that
facilities for 18.000 would cost
as much as $36,000,000.
Archbishop Hoban said the
diocese’ s 39 high schools cur
rently enroll 25,360 students,
or 34 per cent o f the total
potential of Catholics of high
school age.
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Laka City, Salina, Tucson, Wkhlts. Dos Moints. Puoblo, Stoubonvlllt, Chtyonno,
Lsfayotto, AlOKandrla, Natdtts-Jsdtson, Evsmvilla. Oroon Bay, Belst. El Paso,
Jalitt, and Austin. Tha Dloctso of Dodgo City usot tht W M Ita odKlon, tht
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Frlcss rtfor only to National Edltlen.
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than 50 per cent of the grade
school teaching staff made up
lay people are: Lafayette, La.,
52 per cent; El Paso, Tex., 51
per cent; and St. Augustine,
Fla., 50 per cent.
The diocese reported to have
the lowest ratio of lay teachers
is Worcester. Mass., with 7 per
cent.

17fh Child and Parents
Are Feeling Wonderful
Ferrisburg, Vt. — And then
there were 17 children.
That recently became true
for Mr. and Mrs. Patrick
Joseph Coyle of this commun
ity with the birth of their son,
John Thomas. The newest
Coyle weighed 11 pounds 11
ounces at birth.
The Coyles' reaction to be
ing parents of 17 children:
Wonderful!
The 45-year-old
independent sales representa
tive and his 40-year-oId wife,
the form er Marie Little, were
married 24 years ago in Bris
tol.
They live on a large farm
near here and have plenty of
room fo r the children to play.
All o f the children except the
two oldest girls live at home.
TH E TW O girls, Jean and
Annette, work In Burlington
and go home week-ends.

There is plenty of wood
around so there is no fuel
bill. Mrs. Coyle reported that
there are three gardens, each
larger than the average gar
den, which supply vegetables
for the family. Last year, the
fam ily had a minor setback
when a freeze killed 300 to
mato plants.
SHE USES a 50-pound sack
o f potatoes weekly.
Chores for the children are
rotated so that they do not
get tired of doing the same
job all of the time.
With his sales job, time de
voted to the Church, and work
ing on the farm, Mr. Coyle
has little time for his favorite
relaxation: Reading
educa
tional articles and books.
However, the Coyles are one
o f the happiest families in the
State of Vermont and the U.S.

Cam e a s a surp rise

Presidential Award to Pope
Washington, D.C. — Pope
John X X III was awarded post
humously the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, the highest civilian
honor the R esiden t can bestow
in peacetime, In a White House
ceremony.
President Lyndon B. Johnson,
in an unheralded action, honor
ed the late Pontiff as " a man
of simple origins, of simple
faith, of simple charity." He
said that Pope John in his ex
alted office, " w a s still the
simple pastor." and he “ pro
foundly respected the dignity of
man.”

The Presidential Medal was
created by President Harry S.
Truman in 1945 and redesigned
by President John F. Kennedy.
It Is awarded for a meritorious
contribution to (1) the security
or national interests of the
United States, or (2) world
peace, or (3 ) cultural or other
significant public or private en
deavors.
The Medal was conferred up
on 30 persons selected by Pres
ident Kennedy. President John
son after making the presenta
tions, then announced his ded-

Group Recalls Mysterious
Deaths of Anti-Commies
St. Louis, Mo, — The Car
dinal Mindszenty Foundation
says President Kennedy is the
latest victim in a long list of
murders either committed by
Communists or in which Com
munists could be suspected. Oth
ers cited as victims were Leon
Trotsky in Mexico City; Pre
mier Nagy and General Maleter in Hungary; Carlo Tresca,
an American, who was inves
tigating Trotsky’s assassination,
killed in New York City; and
Juliet Stuart Poyntz. an Amer
ican who became disillusioned
with Communism, murdered in
New York.
Another, accordin,g to the
Foundation, may have been Gen.
Walter G. Krivitsky, former
chief of the Western Division
of Soviet Intelligence, who came
over to the West, and died a
“ suicide" in a hotel room in
Washington,
D.C.
Manning
Johnson, form er Negro Commu
nist, who gave valuable infor
mation to the government was
killed in a mysterious auto ac
cident in California.
There is substantial evidence
to show, the Foundation says,
there have been many victims
of Communist murder, disguised
as suicide.
It mentioned Secretary of De
fense James V. Forrestal, who
jumped or was pushed out a
window at Bethesda Naval hos
pital. Others who suffered simi
lar fates were Lawrence Dug
gan. a member of the Soviet
espionage cc” in our State De
partment and Abraham H. Fell
er. general counsel of the
United Nations, both of whom
fell or were pushed to their
death from windows of their
New York apartments or build
ings.
Jack Soble, convicted Soviet
spy, who spent 17 years work
ing for Moscow’s espionage net
work. asked on the stand why
he did it, answered: “ 1 was
always in a state of fear of
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missions, especially Latin Amer
ica, and that greater numbers
have also been engaged in social
work and hospital work, teach
ing in high schools and serving
full time with the Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine."
In addition to New Orleans
and Baton Rouge, other dio
ceses reported to have more
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the Russians In America. This
is a great country, but if the
Russians want to kill you, they
will — anywhere in the world."

Sion to make a posthumous
award of the decoration for
President Kennedy. He lauded
the late President as “ a soldier,
scholar, statesman, defender of
freedom, pioneer for peace, au
thor of hope — combining cour
age with reason, and combat
ting hate with compassion and
leading the land he loved to
ward new frontiers o f opportu
nity for all men and peace for
all time.
The citation
accompanying
the medal for the late Pontiff
said: “ His Holiness, Pope John
X X III. dedicated servant of
God. He brought to all citizens
o f the planet a heightened sense
o f the dignity of the Individual,
of the brotherhood o f man, and
o f common duty to build an en
vironment of peace for all hu
man kind." The President Indi
cated the award to the late
Pope was hit idea.

T h e m e o f U n ify
“ The (Jood Shepherd of .All Men" Is ihe
theme of the Chair of Unity Octave poster
fur 1964 as illustrated above. The octave, spon
sored by the (iraymuor Friars, (ira.vmoor,
.N.Y., during Jan. 18-25 Is a prayer progrum
for religious unity. “ We hope that Catholics

11 nations’ vessels cited

Shipping of Free World
Enters Cuba, Says Group
Miami. Fla. — (Special) —
Despite a royal decree the past
.March condemning trade with
Castro’s Cuba, certain Greek
shipowners are flouting the will
of the Greek people by continu
ing shipment of materials vital
to the economy of Cuba, charged
Unidad Revoluclonaria, (Cuban
Revolutionary
Unity
M ove
ment).
Greek tycoons, it said in a
pamphlet entitled Free world
Sea Trade With Communist
Cuba, are putting profits above
morals, unmindful of the misery
that Communism brought to
millions o f Greeks immediately
following World War II.
Some of the Greek shipping
magnates enjoy the citizenship
of other nations and some of
their ships fly these flags, said
the pamphlet, with the result of
“ such a complex situation that
the best legal brains of those
countries which are trying to
cope with these slippery oper
ations
become
enmired
in
hopeless confusion." Some of
the magnates are U.S. based
and operate from this country.
One legal dodge, continued
the Miami Herald item, is for

owners to set themselves up as
two independent companies for
each ship, one company as op
erator and the other as owner.
“ When Washington." it said,
"tries to pin them down, they
escape by placing responsibility
for the Cuban deal on the op
posite company, often organized
in a different country. Greek
ships are always
changing
flags."
One big New York operator,
reported the U.R. publication, is
seeking refuge under American
bankruptcy laws “ in order to
prcscr\e a shipping empire.
This is an affront to the .Ameri
can people."

Reds Stir Trouble
For Vietnam Faithful
(Com m ent by P a u l H. H allett, L it t .D .)
H A R P E R 'S MAGAZINE, which has had an animus against
Catholicism since before the days of the Nast cartoons, now
prints another of the backhanded articles so frequent in recent
years, which attack the Church under the guise o f Catholic
criticism.
This article, “ Restraints on American Catholic Freedom,"
is written by “ Jon Victor," a pseudonym taken. 1 suppose, to
emphasize the dangers Im plicit in the title. I doubt that the
real author is important enough to justify such romantic fears.
MOST of the charges contained herein are old stuff, par
ticularly that alleging suppression of freedom by the Catholic
University. Every university reserves the right to refuse per
mission to any speaker to address its students. Princeton Uni
versity exercised this right ( ? ) in 1957 when it denied Father
Hugh Halton, O.P. then its chaplain to Catholic students, the
right to university faculties and recognition In the university
catalogue because of his criticism of certain members of the
faculty. This was far more a suppression of academic freedom
than anything the Catholic University has been accused of
doing.
Newspapers and magazines do the same thing. Everyone
knows the range of opinion on political or religious matters
that Harper's will tolerate in its columns. We m ay question
the prejudices and assumptions that guide its editorial policy
but there is no question of its suppressing freedom when it
does not accept manuscripts that go beyond its philosophy.
CATHOLIC newspapers and magazines are just as free as
any others — usually more so. In 25 years in Catholic journal
ism. 1 have written hundreds of editorials and articles, and
never once have bad any passage deleted by m y superiors
because o f a free opinion, although I have had opinions that
m y superior, the late Monsignor Matthew Smith, did not par
ticularly like. I have been grateful for his blue pencil, and
am grateful now for that sparingly wielded by m y associates.
A ny man worth his salt In journalism w ill tell you the same
thing. It is absurd, and an abuse of the word, to brand as
“ censorship" the self-regulation exercised by the Catholic
press.
W H AT “ Jon Victor’s " criticism amounts to Is that we
( “ w e " are one of the “ two national weeklies" to which he
refers) do not exploit or magnify dissension in the Church,
and we give everyone (including Cardinal Ottaviani) a fair
hearing.
We “ cultivate an informed Catholic opinion" by printing
as much as we can of all significant Catholic news, together
with responsible editorials and doctrinal articles that serve to
point their application. “ Jon V ictor" asks: “ Should the Cath
olic press report what actually goes on in the Church or should
it propagandize?"
W e scrupulously report “ what actually goes on." and give
scuttlebutt Its proper rating. W e see no m erit In the juvenile
craving to demonstrate Independence by attacking the super
iors whom God has ordained to guide the Church. As for
"propagandizing," we unabashedly propagate the Faith by
teaching sound doctrine and calling attention to all that is
false or malicious.
P O P E ST. PIUS X, rebuking the Modernists of 50 years
ago. had an apt word for such as “ Jon V icto r." He said of
them that "they ore obsessed with the empty craving to be
talked about, and they know they can never achieve this by
saying what has already been said." (^m plalnts of lack of
freedom in the (3iurch are usually made for one very oiivious
reason: There is no better w ay to win publicity In the daily
press.

O cta v o

and all men of good will will pray the Unity
O ctave." said Father Titus Cranny, S.A.,
director of the central office at Graymoor.
“ It is a challenge and a privilege to follow
the principles of our faith and to Imitate the
spirit of Pope John X X III and Pope Paul V I.”

United Kingdom
Norway
Morocco
Finland
Italy
watt Carmany

The Greek government. It
noted, recently passed another
decree banning ships under that
flag from trading with Chiba.
“ We have yet to see its effects"
on the shipowners’ trading with
Cuba, “ but we doubt it wiU stop
them. One thing we know, and
that is the oppressed people of
Cuba will never forgive them."
The organization said that the
sources for its information are
the U.R. forces inside Cuba, its
contacts in European shipping
circles, and reports from Cuban
refugees. It gave the following
figures in number of ships be
tween the Free World and Cuba
during the past five months:
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voices asking questions your ewg
y o jn g itc rs to often ask.
And fo r a hcartwarmlnf flBslo,
Fam ily T h e a te r' • baloved Father
Peyton himeeU, explaining sU tha
■ n f o r g e t t a b l a raaeone why* "the
fam ily that preys togatbar,
stays
logethar".

Saigon, Vietnam — Father
AU apecislljr produced fo r chltdraa
Patrick O’Connor, S.S.C.. re
S e a and hear tl'eae u n i q u e l y
ranownad Fam ily Theatar stara
enriching g iftsa tC ift and Departmaal
ports from here that Com ■ nd nsrratora with a superb muale
afor“ » •v e ry *h e re .
■core,
sn‘1 Interaovan « l t h ehlldraa'a
munists are stirring youthful
Buddhists against Catholics and
those intending to join the
Church. -A Viet Cong document
STORIES o r TH E SAVtUG
intercepted by a Vietnamese
A sat o f sav«nl.Precoreadi'aiun>
arm y officer contains instruc
Using step by step tbs Ufa c t ChrtsU
tions for Viet Cong (Commu
Narrated by Raymoad Burr v ltb tb a
halp of four littia chlldraib
nist) agents to spur Buddhists
of one village into attacking
Catholics of another village
nearby.
Father
O'Connor.
National
A CHILD'S ROSARY
Catholic
Welfare
Conference
News
Service corres|>ondent.
Superb feur~in-on# gift includae a
Child'a R otary, IS full-color alldas
also reports that it is not (rue
of scaoaa portraying tb# ISMyatarlea.
that President Diem and his
• Util# book that la lU the atory of tht
Myatarlaa, plua anunbraakabla plaatle
brother were wearing priests’
3D vlaear.
robes when slain. Dark cover
ings on the bodies were armyi
blankets.
FATHER PE TTO N :
Wn LIFE AND MESSAGE

S a le o f Religious
C ard s Increases
New York — 'There has ;
been a significant increase in
the sale of religious and in
spirational Christmas cards
since
the assas.sination of
President Kennedy, it was re
ported here.

At last, tba fu ll atory In superb
^ em a tle form o f the Irlah Prleat
Wheaa teal for fam ily unity haa ear^
rtod him throughout the world.
Narrated by Dan O ' Hcrllhy anS
Marvin M iller.
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R EC nSTE

Q p (H (O H

he Second Session of the 21st
Ecumenical Council
has ad
journed for another year. It has issued
a number of decrees, none of which
came as any great surprise, but which
could be of great spiritual benefit.
W e might mention, with the P resi
dent's assassination still fresh in mind,
the amendment to the liturgy draft,
which particularized that Extreme
Unction, “ which might better be called
the Anointing of the Sick,” is not alone
the sacrament of the dying; it can be
gh old age or illreceived when, through
ness, the faithful are only seriously ex
posed to the danger of death.
This is an example of one of the
pastoral decrees which added nothing
to what theologians have alw ays taught
but which, coming from so august an
authority, should cause more Catholics
than ever to seek this sacrament and
shed their timidity about it.
One of the most impressive things
this Council has taught us has been
the moral unanimity with which al
most every decision has been voted.
Most of the balloting has been on the
order of 2,100-2.000 to less than a hun

dred votes, and in the few cases where
the voting has been as close as three
to one, the question w as more pro
cedural than substantive.
Despite the emphasis laid on con
flicts by a good part of the press, the
Council has shown rem arkable power
to settle question after question with a
free agreement that could never have
been attained by a secular gathering
with the same numbers and geographi
cal dispersion. This can be the work
only of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is at work, but He
does not ordinarily do m iracles, in this
or in any other Council. It Is asking the
naturally impossible to expect the
Council to do in a few short months, or
even years, what some have expected
it to do — define the theology of divine
revelation, develop a complete theol
ogy of religious liberty, clarify the po
sition of Bishops in their relationship to
the P apacy — to say nothing of working
out a formula for Christian unity!
Laymen
can help
the Council
toward building up the Body of the
Church by understanding its decrees,
co-operating with them, and praying
and doing penance for its success.

COLONEL CHENAULT is in
Venezuela a.s part of this na
tion’s commitment to that
country, and as part o f this
nation’ s pledge that Castro's
revolution would not be ex
ported beyond Cuba. I f the
deputy commander of the U.S.
mission sent as token of that
pledge can be seized by Com
munists with Impunity, what
is left o f the pledge? I f we
cannot protect one mao. who
is to be expected to believe
we can protect a hemisphere?
The damage of our Inaction
to the prestige of this country
and trust in our promises
could be absolutely fatal.
I understand perfectly that
ultimatums cannot today be
given as recklessly and Im
petuously as they once were
in American history. I do not
say we should have demanded,
“ Colonel Chenault alive or his
kidnappers dead.” It would be
foolish to say it, in view o f
the fact we might not be able
to make good the threat.

TH ER E A R E many differ
ences in the cases it is true.
But the difference that I am
sure changed the whole com
plexion from one sicklied over
with thought to one of deter
mined resolution was the fact
that the seizure of Professor
Barghoorn threatened to top
ple a prime myth in our re
lationships with the Commu
nists. That myth is that if we
establish a dialogue we are on
the way to peace and under
standing.
Professor
Barghoom was a pawn in the lib
erals* gambit. When he was
swept off the board the Es
tablishment had nothing to do
but shout that Khrushchev
wasn’t playing the game.
Then, loo. Professor Barghoom was one of the intellec
tual community's own. The
seizure of businessmen and

•

•

Now a man in the uniform
of the United States has been
taken as a hostage in the per
petual war o f Communism
against world freedom. Our
almost casual disinterest in
the matter betrays our dis
loyalty to duties in that war
we cannot shrug off unless we
wish to risk losing it.

A H andy H o rsa and P lo w

For Heaven’s Sake

There's a Future for Theologians
Louis X IV of France but I
haven’t been able to find out
when or where. M y own an
swer would be that if the wig
is obvious, no. But i f it is
subtle and so deceptive that
only your hairdresser knows
for sure. yes.
IF , HOWEVER, you had an
audience with the Pope, why
not leave the wig at your hotel
and wear a black mantilla

'This Wonderful Man'

N A T U R A L L Y , I was gU d
that he broke the barrier
which for so long had made
the Fresidracy appear to be
the exclusive propeHy o f Prot
estants. And it was a source
of gratification to Catholics
generally that the late P resi
dent and his fam ily were ob
viously faithful to the require
ments of their religion.
But I shall remem ber P res
ident Kennedy for his philos
ophy of government, for his
dedication to the interests of
every element o f the nation’s
citizenry, for his concern for
the needy of our nation and of
other nations.

portions, and why to so many
ordinary people in our coun
try and throughout the world
it was an occasion o f profound
sorrow.
PR E SID ENT Kennedy often
saw his programs whittled
away and often had to accept
watered - down versons of
be unlikely that everything he
proposed, o r all o f his politi
cal postures, would be precise
ly to my lildng. But in gen
eral he followed the indndples
that I subscribe to with all
my being. And I would rather

R eg ister’s ‘B e a u G aste’

vote for any man who fol
lowed these principles, wheth
er be were Catholic, Prot
'estant, Jew, or whatever po
litical persuasion or national
background or color, than for
the most vociferous, flag-w av
ing, pious candidate to whom
Pope John’s principles would
be either unibiown o r Irrele
vant.
Thank God for John F. Ken
nedy, who as President o f the
United States was devoted to
the cause of human dignity,
justice, freedom, and peace.

with your full-length black
dress?
It is easy to see already that
all theologians, amateur and
pro, get in less trouble if they
raise new questions instead
of answering old ones.
Nevertheless, I can see a
boom coming in this field.
Children on being asked would
they like to grow up to be
missionaries are going to say,
“ No, a theologian.”
If asked. “ Why a theolo
gian?” their answer is likely
to be, “ Because theologians
don’t have to live In darkest
Africa but can lecture in
America under flood lights in
ball parks and don't get the
drudgery of parish duties. Be
sides
they
can
tell Bish
ops off. They can educate
Cardinals who m ay have Just
a passing grade in theology
In some back woods semi
nary."
W ITH A L L that is going on
in the Ecumenical Council it
is obvious that career theo
logians w ill be in terrific de
mand in the future. Though no
basic dogmas w ill be altered
the fringe changes will give
work to thousands o f theolo
gians who long ago tired of

Profiles and Perspectives

Apostle of Brotherhood

By Joseph P. Kiefer
A G R E A T CHAM PION of interracial Jus
tice and interreligious understanding died Nov.
24 at the age o f 83. He was Father John LaFarge, S.J., who devoted more than 30 years
of his life to the cause of harmony among the
various ethnic and religious groups in Amer
ica.
The beloved Jesuit came from a distin
guished family. His father was a well-known
WHEN 1 READ Pope John’s
artist; his mother, a direct descendant of Ben
magnificent documents, Mater
jamin F ranklin and Commodore Perry.
et Magistiw and Pacem In
HE L IK E D TO S AY that he readied the
Terris, 1 was ctmvinced that
priesthood in a circuitous fashion. A product
President Kennedy could have
of the public schools and Harvard university,
affixed his signature to both
he decided on a religious vocation only after
of them without altering in
any way his convictions.
enrolling in the school of theology at Inns
“ This wonderful man,” as
bruck, Austria. A few months after ordination,
Cardinal Cuahing called him,
in 1905, he Joined the Jesuits.
was deeply concerned about
His early priesthood was spent In parishes
the injustice written into our
and missions, and it was not long before his
BUT I DO think we should them in the hurly-burly of talents as a w riter and speaker became recog
politics. Moreover, It would
nized. F o r 37 years he served as editor or as
have aald, “ Colonel Chenault
immigration laws. He fought
editorial assistant of the national weekly,
alive, and pronto, or Castro
fo
r
an
effective
d
v
il
rights
America- He did much to make this magazine
in hot wafer.” And the hot
program, for continued a id to
one of the most highly respected journals of
water should have been at the
the world’s underdeveloped
Catholic opinion in this country. H e was still
very least the blockade we
coimtries, for a nuclear test
active when death came to him in his sleep
threw around him for a few
ban agreement, for tax re several weeks ago.
fleeting moments in 1962.
form, for help to the nation's
F A T H E R L A F A R G E attained the fuUness of
educationally underprivileged.
R E C E N T LY A Y ale profes
his earthly mission with his leadership in the
sor was taken by the ^ v i e t
These are some o f the major
field of racial relations. He had a passionate
police. We threatened repris reasons why his cruel death
love for his country and all Its citizens, and be
was a disaster o f m ajor pro was convinced that America could never
als, although certainly not reachieve its dextiny and true greatness as long
as racial strife and religious prejudice were In
mt Rev. Matthew J. Smith, Ph.D.
jecting their poison into the bloodstream of
Fending Editor, Register System of CathoUe Newspopert
our national life. With this in mind, be founded
the C a t lK ^ Interracial Council o f N ew York
D ecem ber 15, 1963 which later developed Into the National Catho
Poge 4
The Register

lic Conference for Interracial Justice.
M any honors came to him from various
groups, but there was none he treasured more
highly than the Worid Brotherhood Award pre
sented to him by the American Jewish Com
mittee a few years ago.
TH IS G REAT humanitarian's death brought
messages of profound sorrow from leaders of
all creeds. I ^ e American Jewish committee
announced that it will establish in Israel a
“ Father John LaFarge G rove o f Trees” as a
“ permanent and living memorial in the Holy
1-and of this blessed priest and friend.”
H e once gave his formula for peaceful co
operation among mankind: “ Three elements
are principally required, I believe, for reach
ing unity and harmony among the various con
flicting-groups in this country. These are in
telligent publicity; honest cooperation; and
the grace of God.”
A F IT T IN G S U M M A R Y o f Father LaF arge's life can perhaps I mt found in the final
paragraph of his autobiography, The Maimer Is
Ordinary, In his conclusion he writes:
“ Nothing will convert fire w orld short of a
gospel o f limitless love; nothing short of a gos
pel of unscrupulous faithfulness to the rights of
the humblest person and to our
tn mnn
and God. I know no finer test o f a man’s sin
cerity than his willingness to work construc
tively for the world reign o f love. Justice, and
la w ."
TH IS WAS the philosophy o f Father La
Fa rge, whose pen is now baited and whose
voice is now stilled M ay the torch that be lit
continue to bum brightly until that day when
all Americans, irrespective o f racial origin or
religious persuasion, can liv e as brothers un
der the common Fatherhood o f God.

estimating the number of an
gels who could dance on the
point of a pin.
Like parliamentarians who
dominate meetings by citing
some bylaw which Roberts
never heard of, theologians
w ill be on hand to warn Bish
ops that article so-and-so con
flicts with a bylaw passed by
Pope Alexander V III. or was
it Alexander Pope? Anyway,
their
parents
were both
Catholics, and that was a
mighty brave thing to be in
England in 1715, maybe not so
brave In Italy in 1660, but
brave enough. “ Anyway, what
you want to do, Your Ex
cellency, violates a rule of
Alexander’s reign which has
never been rescinded.”
“ A re you sure?”
“ Yes, I ’m sure. Your Ex
cellency. Thats why I'm a
theologian.”
“ I HAVE A text here that
says the rule was laid down
by Alexander I in 110 A.D.
but was rescinded by S t Six
tus in 124 A.D., the year be
fore bis death.”
“ M ay I look at that auth
ority, Monslgnor?”
“ Why do you call me 'Monsignor?' A minute ago you ad
dressed me as 'Y ou r Excel
lency’ .’ *
“ A thousand pardons. Monsignor. An old Ital'an ruling
refers to a Bishop as a ?4onsignor.”
“ But we are not In Italy.”
“ Just as I suspected, lliis
text is out of date. It was
printed In 1953
the first
year o f the Eisenhower ad
ministration.”
“ IT IS NOT referring to
anything in the Eisenhower
administration, and, by the
w ay, what gives you the right
to 1^ so familiar as to call
him Eisenhower instead of
Ike? It is referring to a rule
o f order laid down by Alex
ander I.”
“ But that rule, Your Ex
cellency, refers only to pro
cessions.”
“ Well, what else are we
talking about If not proces
sions?”
Okay,
Your
Excellency,
you may be at tbe last of
the procession but if a Car
dinal shows up his theologian
m ay demand tbat he be the
last one In the procession."
“ Not in my diocese!”
“ V ery
well,
Monslgnor.
L e t’s compromise. Not in your
diocese. But if he happens to
be the Bishop o f Borne?”
“ You may go now, my fine
fbeologian
friend.
Pax et
Donum.”
“ Latin?”
“ What else?”
“ P a x et Bonum, Your Ex
cellency.’ *

•

Criticism, N et Defs'atism

Editor, the Register:
Catholics taken in by defeatism about the future of Catho
lic schools should read “ Blessed John Neumann” in the cur
rent issue of the Homiletic and Pastoral Review. . . . The re
cently beatified Bishop Neumann faced the problems of a grow 
ing population like ours. . . . “ Little Bishop Neumann” was
typical o f the Catholic Americans who have gone before us.
They bad faith in God’s help, and they knew how to work. Let’s
prov( ourselves worthy successors.
Criticism we may need, but not defeetlam.
Mrs. MarUn Kensey, Glenside, Pa.

•

M islaad ing O bsarvorion*

Editor, the Register:
A recent article in the Register, “ Judaism Basis of Mod
em Civilization" (Oct. 27 issue), was fraught with misleading
theological observations that are contrary to Papal teachings,
specifically those o f St. Pius X . . . Not even the glib dialogue
of Ca'dinal Bea nor your editorial pronouncements can ade
quately dismiss the following commentary delivered in 1904 by
St. Pius X:
“ The Jewish faith was the foundation of our own. but it
has been surpassed by the teaching of Chri.st and we cannot
admit that it has validity nowadays. The Jews, who should
have been the first to recognize Jesus Christ, have not done so
even yet.”
John J. Keenan. Bronx, N .Y.
(W e trust subsequent elaboration In the "Register” baa
claiiiied this matter. Pius X ’a statement would have to be
studied in context and also interpreted with theological exacti
tude as to its fu ll meaning. It w ill also have to be viewed In
the light of decisions that may possibly be taken by the present
Ecumenical Council. — Editorial page editor)

•

S im p i* M oral Braakdow n

Editor, the Register:
. . . Don’ t fool yourselves. There was no particular V.D.
(venereal disease) problem in this country at one time, and in
other countries as well. It is a simple moral breakdown, and
when you correct that, you will find yourselves with no V.D.
problem . . . What do you say to the idea of American CatboUcism producing some bero-ebampion who might shock the na
tions with his proposal that we all live as the Bible says we
should?
F . S. Piekarezyk, Chicago, 111.

•
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A Suggestion

Editor, the Register:
T h b summer I made a long trip by car, about 1,700 miles
one way. This trip included two Sundays travel time. In my de
sire to attend Mass 1 found it rather difficult to locate a
church or the nearest church In the town that I was going
through. Yet I noticed that if 1 would have been of another
faith 1 would not have had this problem at all because of signs
along the way giving directions. . . .
I have been wondering since, why those churches that are
located by a main highway could not erect such signs for the
beneflt of tourists or other motorists that might loose consider
able time trying to find a church, especially if they are travel
ing through a part of the countzy where the Catholic popula
tion is very smaL thereby making things that more difficult.
Another thought that just came to mind, maybe aome or
ganization, like the Knights of Columbus, could undertake this
as another of their projects.
George C'dc Baca, Augusta, Ga.

On the Home Scene

Bv James M. Shea
WHEN 1 LOOK at a Pres
ident of the United States I
try to see him as President
rather than as a Catholic, a
Democrat, a Southerner, a
young man or old.
Therefore, while I enjoyed
the youthful energy, charming
smile, beautiful family, Irish
background, and Catholicism
of John Fitzgerald Kennedy,
it was as President that he
seemed to me most admirable.

L ik e s Lattors

Editor, the Register:
Please accept my sincere congratulations and gratitude
for the publishing of an important article: “ 30th Infamous
Anniversary” (O c t 6). Importance o f this article may be more
significant for our Ukrainian cause tban perhaps you have
thought. By this publication the Register has taken the oppor
tunity to correct previous mistakes . . . under the title of
Muscovite-Ukrainlan relations.
. . . This noble gesture o f the Register could be a herald
of a better tomorrow. The article about the famine in Ukraine
is a bitter, but true and Just, presentation of the historical
fa c t . . .
. . . The map you have put together with the article ap
pears as an illustrious document which will be helpful to many
people looking for the truth and not knowing the Ukrainian
people. That same map will help them to correct their opinion,
showing that the Ukrainian people have their own wonderful
land which must be liberated from the Red or White Russian
tyranny . . .
Rev. S. Harvanko, Wakaw, Canada

religious who are abroad on
duty is one thing. But the
seizure of a scholar abroad in
pursuit of truth was absolute
sacrilege!

By Frank Scully
THE
THEOLOGIANS
In
Rome fiiink they have troub
les. How would they like to
trade places with us laymen
who are asked questions like
this?
• " I f I wear a wi^ over my
hair do I still have to wear
an additional covering on my
head at Mass?”
This issue must have been
settled during the reign of

Refra«hing A rticle

•

Sicklied O'er With Thought
prisals of near the severity of
the act that precipitated the
crisis.
Other Americans have lan
guished in Communist jails —
indeed, are languishing in
Communist jails at the pres
ent moment. The cases of
Robert Vogeler and Bishop
Walsh come immediately to
mind.

•

Editor, the Register:
Glad you are giving more space to letters from readers.
Readers like to have more than one opinion.
Bud Starwas, Flint, Mich.
(And we like to have readers’ opinions — Editorial page
editor)

Here I Stand

By Frank Morriss
TH E MOMENTOUS events
of recent days can be partly
blamed for the slight atten
tion given the kidnapping by
Communists in Venezuela of
a high United States military
Official. I say only partly to
Uame. because surely there
are other explanations why.
as the journalistic Interest in
the President's assassination
subsided, the ominous absence
of Col. James K. Chenault re
ceived piddling headlines.
Readers who missed the
criginal story of the kidnap
ping must have been sur
prised by the story of Colonel
Chenaulfs release, for noth
ing in between hinted that
the United States had under
gone a momentous insult in
Venezuela.
We can. incidentally, take
little comfort in the release of
the Colonel, although we are.
o f course, extremely thankful
that he was unharmed. But
this country seems to have
done little or nothing to bring
about his release. In this lack
of action — or even of much
Interest — we are inviting
future depredations of this
kind. Americans seem to be
held out as sacrifices to the
idea that the more helpless
we appear the more reasona
ble our enemies will become.
It is a bit like taming wolves
by throwing the lambs to
them.
Restraint and prudence, of
course, are to be praised. But
there is a point at which they
become mere guises for other
things ~ Indecision, paralysis
of will, sloth, irresponsibility,
dereliction of duty to uphold
the integrity of a nation, fail
ure In duty toward the free
world we must protect. Am er
icans should be asking them
selves, In view of the facts, if
such Is not the case in the
present instance.

a n

Editor, the Register:
it was refreshing to read your front page article “ Baptism
in the Kitchen Sink?” by Bishop Robert J. Dwyer (Nov. 17).
Unfortunately, the press seems generally bent upon advocating
the liberal “ change for change’ s sake” and “ everything must
be equal” philosophy.
How pleasant to read an intelligent appraisal of some of
the more extreme liberal nonsense.
Mrs. Paul E. Trouche, Charleston, S. Car.

End of 2nd Session
T

ti/ id e

O ne H our o W ook

Editor, the Register:
The article in the Register (N ov. 10, “ Public Schools for
E very Child — Called part of Protestant philosophy of educa
tion” ) brings a grin to my face. Being very broad-minded it
makes me wonder if people really know who God Is. Religion
wasn't meant to be practiced one hour on Sundays. Wouldn't
it be shocking to find if we get to heaven that those who could
only spare one hour would enjoy the glories of heaven one hour
every week?
Mrs. W. R. Morris, Jacksonville, N. Car.

Ponder and Print

Whaf's Wrong?
By G. J. Gustafson, S.S.
A BIG PU BLISH ER of pam
phlets in New York has re
ported that his annual sales
are now down from two mil
lion to 800,000. What’s wrong
here?
Most pamphlets are de
signed to take their readers
a bit beyond the Sunday ser
mon. They explore some doc
trine more leisurely tban can
the preacher, who has a time
limit. Or they defend a point
of Christian belief. Or they
expose the evils involved in
a given current error, like
indifference or hatred. They
ahould sell.
T H E FU B U S H E R hlmseU
thinks the cause of the decline
lies in a false spirit of ecu
menism. Religion has turned
for some into a sort of Rotary
or Kiwanis — a genial, ad
mirable, non-dogmatic goodfellowship. Certainly no one
can t ^ e umbrage at various
types o f societies whidi suc
cessfully promote a spirit of

camaraderie. But Is this reli
gion? No. Is it ecumenism?
The answer again is NO.
The ecumenical spirit so
dear to the great heart o f tbe
late Pope John, as to his suc
cessor Pope Paul, means,
first, an understanding of
what one really believes. 1
am a Roman Catholic. H e is
a Presbyterian or a Methodist.
A third is an Orthodox Greek
Catholic. A fourth is a Jew,
Reformed or lib era l o r what
ever. Someone else la a U ni
tarian.
But one begins logically and
inevitably with knowing first
what one is. Then the prayer
o f all becomes a prayer to
God to infuse love into the
hearts of all and sympMUi>
for all.
But to neglect the study of
one’s own frith In an effort to
be “ ecumenical” is simply to
be ignorant Ignorance is not
a virtue. It is a vice.
I t ia also, humanly si>eaking, very difficult to eatabUsh
an ecumenical rMatlon with
a ?
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R ed sh a d o w still lies on Church

Hammer, Sickle O ver Cross
B y Freighter

Altar in Mine

Wbeaton, 111. — A departure
ceremony for three sisters
here marked the entrance of
the Franciscan Sisters Into
the Latin American mission
field. Two nurses and one
teacher
received
mission
crosses. They left by freighter
from Quebec, bound for BrazU.

Madrid — Fifteen hundred
feet below ground In the San
Joaquin mine, an altar has been
installed and dedicated to the
Virgen de la Mina, patroness
of the miners. This renews an
ancient tradition, that of the
miners putting the oil from their
lamps into a votive lamp when
they return from work.

Newspaper Aide Dies

P lan n ed 1 7 th Y e a r

Despite restrictive measures, self. At the close of 1963, there they have been able to learn
During the reign of Pope
John, a new attitude of re harassment, and “ official” dis appeared to be no likelihood of little about developments at
laxed relations between the approval Poland remains the an end to the Cardinal’s seven Vatican U from the official

St. Louis — The Knights of
Wichita, Kan. — Solemn Re
quiem Mass for Miss Albina C. Columbus for the 17th con
secutive
year will run adver
Husllg, 54, business manager
since 1933 of the Advance Reg tisements In national maga
zines
and
supplements ex
ister, official newspaper of the
dioceses of Wichita and Dodge plaining the doctrines and
practices
of
the
Catholic
City, was offered at the St.
Francis hospital chapel here. Church. The campaign has
produced 4,816,007 inquiries
Miss Huslig died Nov. 29 after
and 514,460 applications for re
a long illness.
ligious Instruction by mall.

H a rva rd P rat Cited
New York — Father Fran
cis Dvomik, the first priest
to become a full member of
Harvard university faculty,
received the Cardinal Spell
man award of the Catholic
llieo log lca l Society of Am er
ica. The award is given for
outstanding achievement In
sacred theology. Father Dvornik, given the award at the
Cardinal’ s residence, teaches
Byzantine history at Dunbar
ton Oaks, Washington, D.C.

Diem, Nhu Buried
Saigon — The bodies of the
late President Ngo Dinb Diem
and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu,
who w ere killed Nov. 2, were
buried in a private ceremony
several weeks ago, the NCWC
News Service has learned. A
priest officiated at the burial.
The details are treated as a
“ military secret.”

Prorector Appointed

Praymrs at Comefeiy

Rome — Monsignor James F.
Chambers of the Buffalo dio
These students Ignored the rain to recite a Rosary at the
cese has been appointed pro- grave o f their assassinated President John F. Kennedy in the
rector of the N o r ^ American Arlington National cemetery. They are students of Gonzaga
college here, Archbishop Mar Catholic high school, Washington, D.C., Dan Aheam (a t left)
tin J, O’Connor reports. The and Robert Hodgson. Thousands of persons continue to visit
Sacred Congregation of Semin
the President’s grave site despite the inclement weather.
aries and Universities made the
appointment at the request of
the Archbishop so that he may
have more time for other re
sponsibilities.

V isit H o ly Land
Jerusalem, Jordan — One
hundred Vatican Council II
Fathers,
including Bishops
from France, Italy, Poland,
and South America, arrived
here after the close of the
Council’s second session and
made a soiemu entry Into
the Basilica of the Holy Sepul
cher.

P e a c* B ro lharheo d

Essen, Germany — A Peace
Albany, N.Y. — The first Brotherhood was founded here
Catholic Junior college for wom during a ceremony In St. Alen in the Albany diocese will bertus Magnus Roman Catho
be opened to the laity next fall, lic church. Sponsored by the
Maria college announces. Up to Pax Christ! (P ea ce for Christ)
the present It has been provid movement, the brotherhood is
ing service exclusively for reli under the patronage of Bish
op Franz Hengsbaefa of E.»
gious.
sen.

Fa m ily U fa Urged
Asuncion, Paraguay — The
Paraguayan Hierachy Is urg
ing a renewal of family life.
They
have
proclaimed
a
“ Catholic
Social
Year” —
starting next may — in which
they denounce “ poverty and
social Injustice” as major de
stroyers of proper family life.
They urge means of proper
credit and a reorientation to
ward productive capital to
achieve the Idea! of “ their
own home” for families.

10 V W s for Missions
VaU cin City — Pope Paul VI
has blessed 10 white Volkswagens destined for the foreign
missions.
Tw o o f the cars were given
by a parish in Wolfsburg, Ger
many, location of a Volkswagen
factory. Four were given by the
Volkswagen management and
the other four were from Volks
wagen dealers In Wolfsburg, Co
logne, Holland, and Italy.

H aad * S cia n lisls
N ew York — Father John
J. Lynch, S.J., an expert In
the detection o f earthquakes,
has been named president of
the New York Academy of
Sciences, which was founded
In 1817 and has a membership
o f 18,000.
The JesuK priest, director
o f Fordham University’s seis
mic staUon, was n a m ^ to the
post the day before his 69tb
birthday.

P ro testan t Elected
Bad Axe, Mich. — Paul D.
Solnl, a Methodist, has been
elecU d president of Catholic
Fam ily Service here. It was
described as the flrst time In
Michigan Uiat a Protestant
has been chosen president of
a CaUiolie welfare agency.

Notes Aid Sisters
West Bend, Wis. — A n.OOO,000 Issue of ^ re c t obligation se
ria l notes for the School Sisters
of Notre Dame o f Dallas, Tex.,
carrying 4V4 to 5 per cent In
terest and maturing from 1966
to 1979 were offered Dec. 2 by
B. C. Ziegler & Co. Proceeds
win help pay In part for the
new mother house ^ the Sisters
in Dallas.

Ikapert Posffm nad
N ew York — An hour-long
“ CBS Reports” program on
Catholic schools scheduled for
broadcast over the CBS-TV
network hat been postponed
indefinitely.
Arthur Morse, producer,
said the entire program has
been revamped in the wake
of President Kennedy’s assasslnatloo.

^Red-Sfyle' Religious
Liberty Seen Black Lie!

Polond

For Poland’s Catholics, 1963
has been a year of increasing,
if erratic, pressure by the state.
The most notable of the new
tactics implemented by the re
gime
have
been
measures
aimed at making the training of
young priests more difficult.
Rev. Dr. Luther A. Welgle,
• A widespread draft of sem
dean emeritus of the Y a le Di inarians fo r a full two-year mil
vinity school. He indicated the itary obligation this fall (sem 
Catholic edition of the New inarians had previously been
Testament would be out within allowed to finish their courses
six months and the complete before being called up, and then
only to serve a few weeks);
text by the end of 1964.
• The closing down o f 40
Use of a common Bible has
seminaries fo r youths under 14
been discussed but the Bishops
and a large number of convent
o f England and Wales are re schools;
ported to have made oo de
• O fficial “ requisitioning” of
cision. The Bishops o f Scotland parts o f seminary buildings on
have said they want to see if the premise that the amount of
they can make adaptations of accommodation available “ ex
the Protestant R e v is ^ Standard ceeds official limits.”
Version for use by Catholics.
Other restrictive measures
Monsignor Erek Warlock, sec undertaken by the Communist
retary to the English Catholic regime in Poland include:
Hierarchy, said no decision had
• A steady reduction in the
been made by the Bishops as number of nuns allowed to
to any definite date but it was serve as nurses in Polish hos
clear the idea of a common pitals;
Bible was under consideration.
• More difficulties for priests
Dr. Weigle was chairman of who attempt to hold classes in
the 32-man committee appoint religious
instruction
outside
ed in 1929 to prepare an Eng state schools (in which religious
lish text from original lan training is prohibited);
guages and oldest manuscripts
• Refusal to permit construc
extant. It was published 11 tion of new lu rc h e s in areas
years ago by a Scottish firm. of marked population increase.

'Common Bible'
Decision Queried

London — A Philadelphia
announcement that a single ver
sion o f the Bible would be in
use next year surprised leaders
of the Catholic Church and the
Church of England here.
The Philadelphia announce
ment said Catholics in Britain
would be authorized to use
Bishop’s Virtues
either a special edition o f Prot
K a n n e d y Lib rary Set
Los Angeles — Virtues es- estantism’ s Revised Standard
Boston — A drive to raise ential to qualify a priest for the Version or the Douay Version,
16 million by public subscrip Bishop's office are acquired now used. It was made by the
tion to construct a John F. from “ living examples,” rather
In
books and
Kennedy Memorial Library on th*tn learned
Auxiliary
B i s h o p P o lice S la t e ?
the Harvard university cam sc.’! 'vols,
pus, Is announced by Nathan Timothy Manning of Los An
geles
said
at
the
consecration
M. Pusey, president of Har
vard, and Atttomey General rite here Dec. 12, of Bishop
Robert F. Kennedy and Sen John J. Ward, Auxiliary to
ator Edward M. Kennedy. Cardinal James Francis Mc
Harvard has donated two Intyre. The Cardinal was conacres of land for the proposed secrator.
library.

Plan Junior College

Vatican and the Communist- largest Catholic country of any years of exile thus far.
Last spring it seemed that
bloc regimes seemed to have o f the East European satellite
nations. Catholics number an the Cardinal’s long “ imprison
been developing.
ment”
might end, but since the
estimated
90
per
cent
of
Po
Since file accession of Pope
Paul V I, the Communist line land’s 30,000.000 population, in- death of Pope John there has
cludnig
enough
of
the
1,250,000
been
no
official report of fur
toward the Church seems to
have cooled. Evidence of this official 0)mmunist party mem ther talk on his release.
bers
to
make
them
an
official
Anti-Church
propaganda in
can be seen from the sporadic
Hungary, meanwhUe, has in
propaganda attacks on the new w orry to party leaders.
creased.
Pontiff for allegedly deviating H ungary
from “ the spirit of Pacem in
The govem m m t has seen fit
The symbol and the key to
Terris.”
Hungarian Church-State rela to transfer vicars out of areas
What has been the effect of tions is the frail figure of 71- where they have “ become too
these policy shifts and dianges year-old Cardinal Josef Minds- popular for the regime's com
on the Church behind the iron zenty, in exile in the American fort.”
curtain — especially In EUst legation in Budapest since the
Nevertheless, the regime re
Europe’s three largest Cafiiollc Hungarian Revolutiem of 1956.
leased some 60 priests from
countries: Poland, Hungary and
There will probably be no sig prison in 1963, and ended the
Czecho-Slovakia?
nificant improvement in the house-arrest of two Bishops and
In the opinion of Radio Free status of the Church, until three Auxiliary Bishops.
Europe observers, the Clhurch Mindszenty’ s future is settled
Despite the fact that more
in most cases stands much between the Church, the state, than 7,000,000 o f Hungary’s 10,where it stood in 1962, except and the stubborn Cardinal him 072.000 citizens are Catholics,
in Poland, where it is at pres
ent under increased pressure In C xecho -Slevakia • • •
from the Communist puppet re
gime.
Here is a Radio Free Europe
country-by-country report
the status o f the Church
these three countries as it ex
isted toward the end of 1963:

A Change
-But for
Better?

Saigon — The ruling military
Junta in South Vietnam report
edly is incorporating some of
the police state tactics ascribed
to the Diom regime it over
threw.
According to a report
by
Sanche De Gramont, New York
Herald Tribune correspondent,
Christmas Cards
Tarrytown, N .Y . — The Cath there have been widespread ar
olic Fine Arts Society and Bar rests for political reasons in this
ton-Cotton, Inc., Baltimore pub strife-tom Southeast Asian coun
lishers, are sponsoring a $1,000 try.
prize contest for Christmas card
Most o f those arrested are
designs.
linked with the Diem regime
Mother M. De Montfort, of and include at least 20 mem
the art faculty of Marymount bers o f the Chamber of Depu
college here, said the purpose ties, high school teachers, civil
Is “ to promote better and more servants and officers, and wives
religious
art
in
Christmas of form er officials.
cards.” Entries should be s<*nt
Important political prisoners
to Christmas Card (Contest, such as Civic Action Minister
Marymount College, Tarrytown, Ngo Trong Hleu and the late
N .Y. 10592.
President’s brother Ngo Dlnh
Can a re reportedly being held
Form er H ead D ies
in a large Joint general staff
Ossining, N .Y . — A Solemn compound near the Saigon air
Requiem Mass was offered at port.
S t Augustine’ s church here
Ngo Dinh Can was turned
Nov. 29 for Mother Mary Reg over to the Junta by U.S. au
inald, O.P., a form er Mother thorities a few days after the
General of the Dominican Sis coup after promises that he
ters of the Sick Poor.
would be t r i ^ under due proc
She died In the 53rd year ess of law.
of her religious profession at
No word has been received
the age of 79.
about him since and American
authorities ref»ort that they have
Aid from Germany
heard only that he is being
Cologne, Germany — The treated well.
German Bishops have Issued a
De Gramont reported that
joint pastoral to start Ger Vietnamese do not so much de
many’s third ’ ’ Adveniat” fund plore the arrests o f those who
campaign to help the Church in may be guilty of collaboration
Latin America.
with the Diem regime as they
German Catholics were asked do the arbitrary techniques of
to give at least a tenth of the arrest and imprisonmetit that
money they spend on Christmas characterize a police state at a
gifts.
moment when all effort should
be naade In fighting a difficult
Over $20 Million
war with the Viet Cong o f North
Rockville Centre. N .Y. — The Vietnam.
Rockville Centre diocesan cam The Herald Tribune corre
paign for $20,000,000 to build spondent reported that arrests
four Catholic high schools to have been so indiscriminate that
accommodate 9,600 students has the sister of Gen. Duong Van
gone over the top, with pledges Minh, president of the Revolu
totaling $21,147,842, Monsignor tionary Cmmcii, was held for a
Thomas R. Daly, campaign co period o f two days.
ordinator reported. He said a
She is Mr. Nguyen Van Hy,
victory meeting will be held wife o f the former assistant po
Dec. 17.
lice chief under Diem. Mrs.
Huy. who went to police head
Fact fo r D ecancy
quarters was immediately im
Newark, N.J. — An Advent prisoned and her two children
fast as reparation for the were sent home with the chauf
moral
harm
caused
by feur.
A woman who was released
obscene literature and movies
has been inaugurated by 35 after 10 days o f detention told
members o f the seven adnit Da Gramont that there are more
SodaBty groups in the New- than 200 political prisoners at
p(dice headquarters In 30 cells
aik archdiocese.
that measure approximately 10
feet b y 8 feet.
Jews Oppose Play
Brooklyn, N .Y . — Concern The woman said that prison
about the possible showing of ers e r e not told the charges for
the play The Vicar Is expressed which they are being held and
by the Jewish W ar Veterans of are not permitted to contact
kings county, which it says im lawyers o r receive visitors.
She said that there is one
plies Pope Pius X n shares the
guUt for Nazi extermination of large couch per cell and the
prisoners must sleep in shifts.
the Jews.
Some prisoners are believed to
Melvin M. Hurwitz, command
er of the group, said showing be held for being too friendly
of the play wiU serve no use with file Diem regime and in
ful purpose, but will continue connection with the Junta’s
the lie” about Catholics who crackdown on property and
have a record In evidence of weaJfii illegally acquired during
the form er regime.
helping «U minorities.

M a d a m s v s. C h ristia n s in Su d an

Charge Missionaries
Are Made Scapegoats
Nairobi, Kenya — Religious
persecution by the government
in Southern Sudan was ctiarged
in a letter sent by the Southern
Sudan
Christian
association
(SSCA) to all heads of Chris
tian churches, to all heads of
African states, and to U.N. Sec
retary General U Thant.
The letter says in part: “ We
know that missionaries are only
scapegoats of an ill-conceived
policy aiming at giving a reli
gious solution (imposing Islam)
to a political and cultural prob
lem (the differences between
North and South).
“ I f Christianity and the Chris
tian churches are involved in
the Southern Sudan problem it
is because the Arabs seek a
religious solution to the AfroArab conflict. This means to
bring religion into politics.”
’Ib ere are 4.000,000 persons in
the Southern Sudan, mainly A f
ricans with African culture and
language who worship accord

ing to pagan or Christian be
liefs. There are 8,000,000 per
sons in Northern Sudan, main
ly of Arab origin, language, and
culture
and of the Moslem
belief.
The government is in the
hands o f the Northern Arabs,
who have refused any form of
autonomy to the South. The
Arabs decided to eliminate all
differences between the two sec
tions and resorted to Islamization as a cure of the division
Anything related to Christianity
Is regarded as opposition to Islamization and the abolition of
differences. Any opposition ia
regarded as political interfer
ence.
The SSCA denied “ interfering
In politics” and said that this
was an excuse for the Arabs
to expel missionaries from the
South.
To date 163 missionaries, In
cluding 113 Catholics, have been
expelled. (N C )

(With Attractiv* Bluo FlorontlnB D« Lux* Beokmork)
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Paris — Despite Communist
claims of a new, relaxed atti
tude of religious freedom for
the Catholic Church in Sovietbloc countries of Europe, the
position of the Church, parti
cularly in Czecho-Slovakia, is
far from ideal and in most areas
tragically difficult.
One traveler, who, like his
companions, cannot be identi
fied for fear of Ck)mmunist re
prisals, said that even though
religious liberty is “ guaranteed
on paper by the Czecbo-Slovak
Ck>nstitutioD,” religious freedom
“ remains a dead letter in our
country.”
To back up his statement, he
itemized the following list show
ing religious freedom “ (Commu
nist-style” :
» “ Of 15 Czecho-Slovak Bish
ops validly consecrated under
tte authority of the Holy See,
only three are able to govern
their dioceses. In Bohemia and
Moravia, whose populations to
tal some 10 million persons and
are
predominantly
Catholic,
there is no longer a single Cath
olic Bishop!
• “ Three Bishops functioning
in a restricted way in other
parts of the country are not
permitted to leave their dio
ceses. Therefore, for the last 13
years, the Sacrament of Con
firmation has not been adminis
tered in Bohemia and Moravia.
Should any o f the faithful travel
to a place where they believe
the sacrament might be re
ceived, they themselves and the

Bishop or delegated priest would
be severely punished.
• “ Bishops are not permitted
to assign priests as they see
fit, but must have prior per
mission from the Communist
authorities, who see to it that
the most competent priests are
relegated to small villages and*
that others handicapped by Jllness or age are assigned to big
city parishes.
• “ Priests are allowed to
function only as civil servants,
entirely dependent on the gov
ernment for
their salaries.
• “ The Communist author
ities also decide who is to be
admitted to the six remaining
seminaries of all denominations
Only two of these seminaries
are Catholic. Candidates from
families considered ‘too reli
gious’ are banned outright, and
the number of those admitted
is artificially restricted.
• “ AH priests are constantly
watched by the secret police
They may not even administer
the Sacrament o f Extreme Unc
tion without producing a medi
cal certificate or a statement
from the sick person.
• “ Most deplorable Is the po
sition of the Slsteriioods. Only
a few are permitted to minister
to the needs o f the physically
handicapped, the mentally de
ficient and the incurable. All
the others have been expelled
from their convents and are
doing forced labor In factories
or on farms .. .”

press — “ except for the fact
that it had been opened.”

Czecho-Slovakia
Though Czecho - Slovakia’s
spiritual leader. Archbishop Jo
sef Beran of Prague, and four
other Bishops have been re
leased from confinement, there
has been little to signify that
this dramatic move has been
accompanied
by
any
real
change In Church-State rela
tions.
Neither the 74-year-old Arch
bishop (interned for 14 years
for refusing to take a Commu
nist oath of allegiance) nor any
of the others released have
been allowed to resume their
C^hurch functions.
Catholicism's bleak outlook In
Czecho-Slovakia is seen in the
fact that:
A ll 11 of Czecho-Slovakia’a
bishoprics are without Bishops;
a There are only two semlnaritfS in operation in Czecho
slovakia, with a Ictal enroll
ment o f 169 (this compared ta
1,050 students in 14 CJatiiollc
theological institutions In 193334).
Despite this, between 50 and
60 per cent of the nearly 14,000,000 persons (n Czccho-Slovakia are still professed Catho
lics, compared to 73 per cent
before the war.

Shrinks Hemonhoiils
Without Surgery
Stops Itch — RoIIovh Pain
For th« flrit tim# ociwc* hM foontf •
new heeling lubittnce with the eitonloh.
Ing eblllty to ihrinic hemorrhoid* end to
relieve pain—without surgery. In case
after cate, while gently relieving pain,
actual reduction {thrinicage) took place.
Moat amazing of aU-ro»olt» were to
thorough that tutferar* mad# astonltfilng
statements like "plies have ceased to be
a problemi" The secret Is In a new healIrtg substance (8l>OynaS), discovery of
a world-famous research Institute in
suppository or ointment form catlod Prtparatlon
At all drug countors._______

RUPTURED
You Can Now Be FREE
From Truss Slavery
S u r e l y you w a n t t o TH R O W
A W A Y TRUSSES FO REVER oad be
rid o f Rupture W orriw . IT m b why
iut up wlUt wearing a griping, oEafng, unaaoitary tnuaT
Tliero la now a Hodem NO N-SURG IC A L treatment designed to correct
Rupture. These treatmenta are ao de
pendable that a Lifetim e Certificate
o f Aaauranee la given.
W rite today fo r our K n r FREE
BOOK that gives facta that may Sava
Too painful, expensive surgery. Tells
B O W and explains W H Y NON-SURC IC A L K e t b M o f Treating BuMure
are ao auecassful today. Act Now.
There la no obligation.
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL CLINIC
Dept. H I IU
Excelslef Iprtngs, Me.

f

NO W ! New Life Insurance Plan
Designed for Catholic Families!
.

GUARANTEED lOW RATES

INSURE BY MAIL

O N E LOjV Q U A R T E R L Y PA Y M EN T G I V E S YOU A L L T H I S P R O T E C T I O N !
TERM INSURANCE TO AGE 65

*•. *

i' ■

____ 5 0

ON S B

Cf.ooo-

FATHER

nONAL

iim

p ld e a th

®

t if ^ o o ON L ir e or'gACitlbHii

HMcGARDias OF rKatiKH-FHoim orW turi

OH LIFI OF MOTHCR
AOHTIOHAL

b r |j

forsccidaotaldeath

B

j:

3

H

m

U v 'B W lB O T M M t
U n
itjk

M '

IIM )l M

• I f th e wile f t y a u n fa r th a n h e r husband, th is am o u n t o f In suran ce w ill b a m ore th a n $ 1 ,0 0 0 , I f ah a ia a ld e r d ia a b a r t o t b a n d ,
th J t am ount o f lasu ra nco w ill b e la s t th a n $ 1 ,0 0 0 . T h e w tfa m u s t n e t bo m ora th a n ta n y a a n a td o r, a r n o r a th a a U y a a rs
y o u ng e r th a n h e r hu sb an d to Qualify fo r th is fnsaranea p la n .

RATES ARE BASED ONLY ON AGE OF FATHER
(Available for fathers from 17 through 50 years of age)
Age at Issue

Quarterly Premium
(pays 3 months)

17 to 2 4 __________________$16.00
25 to 3 4 _________ _________ 18.00
35 fo 3 9 ______ _______ _____ 21.00

Age at Issue

Quarterly Premium
(pays 3 months)

40 to 4 4 .........................$ 2 4 .0 0
45 fo 5 0 ____________________28.00

Father’s Premium Payment Covers Entire Family as Shown Above

RATES A LW A Y S REM AIN THE SA M E
Premium Is based on father's age at time policy Is issued (to his nearest birthday).
Premium on this policy always remains the same. Father does not pay a higher pre
mium as he grows older. Even though protection is added for each new child, premium
does not change.

FA M ILY PROTECTION
tion on each child continues to age 22).

DON’T DELAY— FILL OUT AND M AIL TO D A Y
Get complete particulars at no oblisation. Fill out and mail today. Don't take chancea
with the security o f those you love.

Original W rap Around Button Claap Type
lun ar Quality Claar Vinyl Flagtta IN tch ad fa r Extra Itrangth,
lain
ling
g, effa
< rea fo r fiv a a f tha RaaM papular Dally Missals now in

..__ _____ ___..

u t a . The c la a r v i n y l s h o w s yaar iH la a a l l I Ita aHgJnai rich bindinf
I t p r a f a e t t i t . W i t h e a c h a e v a r a r a a a n d y a u a Biu# P l a r a i ^

I

Cothollc Bookshop, Inc.
P .O . Box 2000
Wichita 1, Kansas
Sorry No C.O.D.
Enclosed find $ ........... for which send Hiissl Covers u
checked below @ |1.00 etch.
........602AJ SL Joseph D tily or Continuous Sundsy

SECURITY LIFE
WALTER HARRIS AGENCY
c/o THE REGISTER
P.O. BO X 1620
DENVER, COLO.

I
I
Y a t . . .1 would like more Information on tha Catholic |
Fam ily Life Insurance Plan. I am under no obligation whatsoever, and no talesm an will coll.
^
N AM E...................................................................................................

I

A D D R ESS............................................................................................

•

C IT Y ........ ......................................ZO N E_____ STATE.......................

'

WALTER HARRIS AGENCY

Miisal

...........670 MaryknoU Daily Missal
...........660 S t Pius X Dally Missal
...........604 S t Andrew lA rge or New Roman Missal

Nam*

U FE AND ACCIDENT COMPANY
IMS asttsna-p.o. an toa otNvet. coteasat
a »i>

..

Addrea
C it y .......

. In ..

. It a t i .

December 15, 1963

The Register

Page 5

u js k a n d L e a rn
both

P. O . Box 1 6 2 0 , Denver, Colorodo

P arab les

and
In vie ib l^

(" A s the Father bath sent Me,
I also send you” — John xx,
21), that eternal life should be
communicated through the acts
of His Apostles and their suc
cessors who, down through the
ages sboidd be the visible rulers,
teachers, and sanctifiers of the
Mystical Body of Christ on
earth.

IN TH E CATHOLIC concept,
the Church can be compared to
a man — who is invisible as
regards his soul but visible as
regards his external acts, which
manifest his soul.
The soul o f the Church Is the
Holy Spirit. The body of the
Church is Christ as the Head
and human beings as the body.
The Holy Spirit gives life, first
to Christ the Head in His sa
cred humanity, and through the
Head to the other members of
the body.

TkcB&3g^
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Theology Test-Tease
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What does “ Gaudete Sunday" mean?
Why is the Church visible?
WThat does Advent teach?
Wliat did John the Baptist teach?
What change came over Thomas?

World Is Called
To Rejoice Because
The Lord Is Nigh
he third Sunday of A d 
vent i s know’n a s
“ Gaudete Sunday,” because
the first word in the Introit
of the M ass is “ gaudete,”

T

that is. "rejo ice.”
The faithful of the Church are
called to rejoice because the
coming o f the Messias is near
at hand.
When St. Paul wrote the
words of the four verses that
form the Epistle of the Mass
of the Third Sunday of Advent,
he was a prisoner in Rome. Yet
he tells the Philippians: "R e 
joice in the I..ord always; a,gain
I say rejoice.”
THE JOY that St. Paul urges
to be practiced by the Chris
tians of Philippi, and the Chris
tians of today, is the spiritual
joy that comes from the knowl
edge, that, as Christians, all are
incorporated in the Mystical
Body o f Christ.
Christ's gift of grace and
promise of glory in the life to
come are sufficient to enable
Christians to undergo the suf
fering in this life with joy. even
as St. Paul could rejoice in
prison because he was able to
do the will of God.
Because of redemption by
Christ, every Christian, no mat
ter his lot in life, has reason
to rejoice.
"Indeed can any Christian be
sad? O f course, we meet with
snags on the road. To reach
the summit o f the everlasting
hills o f heaven we have to climb
the intervening foothills, but a
true Christian will not moan

and murmur because of that. It
is only those who are going no
where, those who are to remain
forever in the lowly valley, who
meet no obstacles and have no
hills to climb. We are going to
heaven and so we realize that
every obstacle we overcome,
every little summit we scale, is
bringing us nearer to the lofty
peaks where everlasting happi
ness and the ‘peace o f God' will
be our unending reward.” (M y
Sunday Reading).

By Robert L . McBee
A LL TR A V E L different paths
to learning and the teachers use
methods, old and new, to light
the way along the road to knowl
edge.
Many of the teachings that
Christ gave us came through
parables. But this was not His
only means of revealing the

This historic act is charged
with a permanent efficacy: it
remains immanent in the acts
of the Apostles and their suc
cessors and envelops all time.
THUS .AT the time Christ
created the earthly Church He
created at once its spiritual
reality and its exterior and tem
poral conditioning; He created
the spiritual reality of our in
corporation in Him and the sen
sible signs by which we adhere
to this spiritual reality.

WE DO NOT SEE the Holy
Spirit, who is invisible: we do
not actually see the Sacred Hu
manity o f Christ, though it is
visible in itself and exists in
heaven. But we do see the acts
of both the Holy Spirit and
Jesus Christ through the teach
ing and ruling of the descend
ants of Peter and the Apostles,
and through the visible sacra
ments.

These signs are the sacra
ments. the Mass, the divine in
stitution of the offices of Pope
and Bishops with their teaching
and ruling
authority.
The
Church itself is one great sac
rament.

THE ROOT reason why the
Church is visible is that Christ
was and is visible. If the Sec
ond Person o f the Divine Trin
ity had not become man, there
would have been no need for a
Church, at least a visible one.
God could have guided each in
dividual directly.

Word of God to us. A t times it
came in answers to questions
from unbelievers much as some
unbelievers
today
question
Christians not to learn but to
ridicule.
THERE IS MUCH discussion
in the Church today about the
faith by learned theologians,
and by lay persons. They are
asking questions in order to
know the faith better as it is
in the modem world.
At the last supper Jesus said.
"Whither I go you know, and the
way you know.”
Thomas did not fully under
stand the comment by Jesus. It
may be that Jesus, the Teacher,
did not expect the Apostles to
understand and through Thom
as’ question was to show how
simple it is to learn more of the
truth of His teaching. At least
Thomas showed us that we can
inquire into the teachings of
Christ and add to our faith.

IT IS THUS impossible to op
pose or to disassociate the two
aspects o f the earthly Church,
the visible and the invisible,
without tearing Christ apart,
without trying the absurdity of
separating His Divinity from
His humanity, and thus destroy
ing at its root the economy of
the Redemption.

Instead. God became man in
order to g iv e us salvation
through divine-human acts. If
He were not to use human and
visible means He might just as
well not have become man.

(Sm antwtn tlttwhara tn thl«

Learning
By Asking
Questions

Just as there is one humanity
of Christ, there is but one
Church, the Church in its tempo
ral conditions.

CHRIST decided, by an act of
His human intelligence and will

T est-T ea se A n sw ers

FOR THOMAS asked: "Lord,
we know not whither Thou
goest and how can we know the
way?”
The simple, honest Inquiry
brought from Jesus words that
have
supported
Christians
since:
"1 am the W ay and the
Truth and the L ife. No man
cometh to tbe Father but by
Me.”

1. It means to rejoice. (S ee "W orld Is” )
2. The Church Is visible because Christ was visible. (See The
Church” )
3. Advent teaches sincerity in the Christian life. (See The
Lord” )
4. "M ake Straight tbe w ay o f the Lord.” (See "Th e Lord” )
5. From questioner he became teacher. (See "Learning” )

THE CO NVERSATION
be
tween Thomas and Jesus was
almost casual yet it carried the
impact of form ality and author
ity. It showed that Christ wants
us fully to understand the Word
of God.
The exchange o f words could
have occurred in any parish be
tween a pastor and a parish
ioner, young o r old, o r at lunch
between a Catholic and nonCatbolic.
It could have had for its set
ting St. P e te r’ s Basilica in
Rome as the Bishops follow
Pope John’ s command to lead
tbe Church into the modern
world just as Thomas helped
lead the world to the Church.

THE GOSPEL of the Third
Sunday returns to the theme of
the preceding Sunday, which
was built around St. John the
Baptist.
It is a renewal also of the
purpose of Advent in the plea
to prepare for the coming of
the Messias into our hearts.
"Make straight the ways of
the Lord.” This was the exhor
tation of John and the Church
today re-echoes that cry of 20
centuries as it pleads with all
to make ready for the Lord, who
is nigh.
The Jews of old did not want
a Messias of penance, but a
Savior who would give them the
material goods e f this life. And
now the world still has too
many who want the pleasures
of the senses and scorn the idea
of penance and self-denial.

THOMAS D ID not only learn.
He taught. Unwilling to do so
at first, as a re many of today’s
Catholics, he later went into the
world to teach as he had
learned.

Praymr of Angola
S d im

u e i

v e

O K d t m

Q. Can the angels pray?
A. Prayer does not presup
pose a state o f trial but of
dependence on God, which is
realized by prayer.
The angels, though unable to
progress in beatitude, there
fore, pray fo r men and give
glory and thanksgiving to God.
all of which are included in
prayer.

P L e t in

(1567-1635)
THE VOICE of John the Bap
tist still calls down the ages.
Will we heed his plea and hast
en to prepare our hearU and
souls to receive Our Lord in
Communion on Christmas? This
is the purpose of Advent!

Navigator, explorer, soldier, and colonist, the founder o f
New France included in his plans a spiritual foundation that
later colonizers left out. F o r him, more important than the fu r
trade, which was the economic foundation of the French em 
pire, was the evangelizing o f the Indians, whom be wished to
make partners with the French. He knew that the Christian
religion was the first necessity o f civilization.

I find It difficult to explain
two parables of Our Lord, one
In which He cursed the barren
fig tree, the other In which
He drove the devils into (he
Gadarene swine, which rushed
down tbe cliff to their death.
Whal was the purpose of this
destruction of property?
The account o f the Gada
rene swine is not a parable
but an historical event, though
with symbolic significance.
Tbe story of the barren fig
tree, though also an historical
event, is important mainly for
its symbolism, and. therefore.
Is usually accounted a par
able.
In the narrative of the Gad
arene swine, the devils who
inhabited tbe bodies of two
possessed
m en
entreated
Jesus: " I f Thou cast us out.
send us into the herd of
swine" (Matt, viii, 32). This
Jesus did. and the whole herd
rushed down the c liff into the
sea and perished in the water.
Just why Our Lord did this
is not known. He may have
wished to prove the reality of
diabolical possession and to
make the malice of the devil
apparent to the senses and
something to be feared.
The Savior's cursing of the
fig tree was meant purely as
a symbolic act. and was com
parable to Jeremiah’s wear
ing yokes on his neck to sym
bolize coming subjection. It
would be blasphemous, as
well as wholly unscientific, to
ascribe the act to a burst of
temper in Our Lord.
Jesus took the enigmatic
and paradoxical way of the
prophets to show that the
empty folly and hypocrisy of
observing a law without a
spirit was just so much em
pty foliage, with no indication
of the fruit that good works
should have brought forth.
God looks for this fruit in
vain on this luxuriant tree,
and must punish it according
ly. (Filas, The Parables of
Jesus, Macmillan).
Our Lord must not be
thought of as doing an injus
tice to the owners of the swine
or the fig tree, for. being the
God-Man, He could use any
property
for
purposes of
teaching a lesson.

ChlM blrfh

B y H ypnosis
Q. I am expecting a baby,
and have heard much about
childbirth by hypnosis. I was
considering trying it until I
heard someone say that this is
against the laws of the Catholic
Church. Please set me straight.
A. Hypnosis as an anesthesia
in childbirth is not contrary to
any ecclesiastical or divine law.
In his two addresses on this
subject, of Jan. 8. 1936. and of
Feb. 24. 1957, Pope Pius XII
considered the wisdom of using
hypnosis in childbirth as primar
ily a medical question and that
the judgment of its morality
would ultimately be based on
sound medical opinion.
In its scientific use, the pre
cautions dictated by both sci
ence and morality are to be
heeded. As an anesthetic, hyp
nosis is governed by the same
principles as any other form of
anesthesia.
The decision, therefore, as to
whether hypnosis should be used
in childbirth or other operations
can be left to the decision of a
competent
and
conscientious
physician.

P riesfh o o il of

AH BoHovors
Q. A
world
press corre
spondent, in reporting on dis
cussion of the document "De
Ecclesia” proposed for tbe dis
cussion o f the second session
of Vatican Council II, declared
that "tb e document goes a long
way toward espousing the cher
ished Protestant doctrine of the
priesthood o f all believers.”
"In one remarkable passage.

which turns back the pages of
history more than 500 years,
"D e Ecclesia” boldly quotes the
Biblical phrase which Martin
Luther made a battle cry o f tbe
Protestant reformation: That all
baptized Christians belong to a
'royal priesthood’.”
A. I f Martin Luther was right
then the Church has been
wrong. This writing is an unfor
tunate example of the distor
tions that can be produced by
newspaper correspondents on
the Council who lack theological
training, and yet, in order to
report something sensational,
read into the facts their own
fancies.
The
"royal
priesthood,”
which this correspondent seems
to think was a phrase invented
by Luther, was first uttered by
St. Peter, who in his First
Epistle (it, 9) addressed the
Christian communities o f Asia
Minor thus: "Y o u .. . are a chos
en race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation . . . that you may
proclaim the perfections o f him
who has called you out o f dark
ness into his marvellous light.”
Just before, Peter had spoken
o f a holy priesthood to oHer up
spiritual sacrifices.
It is evident from the very
words,
"royal
priesthood,”
"spiritual
sacrifices,’*
which
P e te r used m this passage, that
he was not using
the word
priesthood in the strict sense,
for a priest properly so called
offers corporeal sacrifices.
B y the Incarnation God the
^ n became united not only with
a particular human body but
with all mankind. E very Chris
tian. by becoming a member of
Christ through Baptism, by that
fact participates In some de
gree in His priesthood, a par
ticipation strergthened and ex
tended by the Holy Eucharist
and Confirmation.
The sacraments o f Baptism
and Confirmation imprint char
acters, which convey powers to
receive or perform certain sa
cred acts. Since these char
acters derive from the priest
hood of Christ, it follows that
the laity have some participa
tion in that priesthood, though
this differs not only in degree
but also in kind from the spec
ial priesthood conferred by Holy
Orders.
The ordinary Christian cannot
be a priest in the strict sense,
fo r he can offer, not a real sac
rifice. but only the figurative
sacrifice of prayer.

W h y Only
The Broad?
Q. Christ told His disciples at
(he Last Supper: " A ll o f you
'*rlnk of this.” Why then do we
receive only the consecrated
Bread and not tbe consecrated
W ine at Mass?
A. There Is no divine precept
for laymen to receive the Sacra
ment of the Eucharist under
both
kinds.
Therefore
the
Church did not go counter to
the words of Christ when she
prescribed that the laity re
ceive only one kind. Christ was
speaking to priests, not lay
men. when He told the Apostles
that they "a ll” should drink of
His bloc^. He was speaking to
those who consecrate and sac
rifice, not merely receive.
The Eucharist is both a sac
rament and a sacrifice. For the
Sacrifice of the Mass a double
consecration Is necessary, for
commemorates the Sacrifice of
the Cross, which is not com
plete without the mystical rep
resentation of the blood-shedding of Calvary.
Our Lord did not prescribe
any special mode o f Commun
ion any more than He pre
scribed any special mode of
Baptism. Protestants, who be
lieve that Communion is mere
ly a symbolic rile, naturally in
sist on both eating and drink
ing. The fact is, however, that
the bread and wine truly be
come Christ, and therefore,
since Christ cannot be sept*
rated. Blood and Divinity as
w ell as His Body are received
under tbe form of bread.

‘The Night Is Far Spent’
By Rev. Joseph A. Hughes
TO A NATIO N plunged sud
denly into mourning for a cou
rageous
President the true
meaning o f Advent should bring
strength and hope — and pro
found meditation on the mean
ing o f death and life.
Advent Is more than a con
venient tim e to prepare in a
sentimental w ay for a popular
fea st The whole liturgy of Ad
vent is replete with thought on
the end o f the world, the sec
ond coming o f Christ, end the
rich rewards promised to all
the redeemed.
The liturgical meditations of
Advent are strong and meaty.
There is not much in the texts
o f the Mass or the Divine Office
of these days to suggest the
soft ramblings common in the
talk o f pagan and Christian souls
at this tim e of year.

Page 6

THE E PISTLE for the first
Sunday of Advent quotes St.
Paul to the Romans: "B reth 
ren. know ye that it is now the
hour for us to awake from
sleep; for our salvation is
nearer than when we first be
lieved. The night is fa r spent
and the day is at hand . . . put
you on the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The Gospel refers to the de
struction o f Jerusalem and the
end of man’ s time on earth.
"And then they shall see the
Son o f Man coming on a cloud
with great power and majesty.
But when these things b e ^ to
come to pass, look up, and lift
up your heads, because your re
demption is at hand.”
Other Advent texts have the
same theme. The Advent Ember
Day Masses., especially the Sat
urday Mass, concentrate on the
theme of Christ’ s coming, His
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Redemption, His law and love,
His reward for those who con
form their lives to His. The re f
erences are from Isaias and
Daniel and St. Paul and from
Christ Himself.
NO TICE that there is empha
sis on tbe final fulfillment of
the promise of Redemption and
the means to that fulfillment.
In other words there is refer
ence to the final judgment and
tbe final jo y of those who on
earth have cast off fear and
softness and self - c**ntprwlness
and put on Christ.
These thoughts will serve as
an introduction to another Greek
word which must become part
o f every knowledgeable Chris
tian’s
vocabulary:
parousla.
This word in its New Testament
usage refers to the second com
ing o f Christ, at the end o f the
world. In power and triumph,
to reveal His full glory and vin

dicate His way of life for man
on earth.
The Christians of the apostolic
age and for some time after
ward had an idea that the end
of tbe world was coming soon.
In this they were mistaken. But
the basic meaning of their
thought was valid.
This idea was what got into
the liturgical texts and pre
pared them to hold out against
the seductive powers o f their lit
tle world and the persistent
threats from enemies o f their
faith.
TH E THOUGHT was that
Christ would surely come in the
end — early or later — to re

< sCife

veal Himself, to comfort all who
suffered on earth fn His name,
and to rew ard all who lived
sincerely His life and love and
law.
There was an eagerness in the
early Christian heart for this
second coming o f Christ. This
earth with its attractions did not
hypnotize lo ya l Christian souls
then. Earth’ s threats did not de
ter them from the genuine
Christian life. And death’s ter
ror always faded for them into
longing and hope and prayer:
Maranatha — come, Lord Je
sus.
AD VENT IS a time for long
ing and of hope. In these days

the .S p ir it

the Christian soul is steeped in
the desire to become united to
Christ on earth and in eternity.
It is only secularists and ma
terialists and men of little faith
who find death a complete
tragedy and an end to joy.
Advent teaches sincerity in
the Christian life. Only those
who "put on Christ” and follow
a true Christian conscience —
this would include a true Chris
tian social conscience — have
the joy o f Christian hope in the
fulfillment of Redemption.
Advent has some meaty les
ions for Christians of our day.
We cannot expect to share the
grace and reward of Christ in
the end unless we make an e f
fort to fill our days and our so
ciety with the principles of
Christ.
THESE
G EN ERALITIES
must be reduced to specific
programs such as racial justice,
housing for the poor, slum clear

ance, better education for ail,
zeal for the missions, economic
and spiritual assistance to Lat
in America, the ecumenical
movement, help fo r emerging
nations, peace among communi
ties of the world.
Christmas and Epiphany and
all the feasts and glories of
Christendom celebrated in be
tween mean more than a suf
fering Babe, a cruel world, a
bright star, faithful shepherds,
eager wise men, and a calcu
lating King.
These feasts mean Christ be
coming present to His follow
ers on earth UiruugU prayer and
hope and detachment and long
ing and practical charity.
THESE SIGNS o f sincerity
move the redeemed to look over
the long hills and valleys of life
to the end and to death, which
is the dewn of the second com
ing and the beginning o f endless delight in the presence of
God.

L

In ta rta ln m e n l Row

U. S. Bishops Stress

Disarming Problem: Sex and Movies

Liturgy Reforms
To Bring Church
Closer to Men

By C. J. Zecha
There’s a confusirv; state of
affairs going on between mo
tion picture producers and
theater owners and the gen
eral public regarding “ sex in
film s.” While some members
o f the industry insist that
“ free speech must be main
tained”
for the continued
growth of all media of ex
pression, the moviegoer has
come to the stage o f wonder
ment about what goes on in
the minds o f those movie peo
ple who espouse “ freedom of
speech,” “ no censorship,” and
“ artistic expression.”
Admittedly there are Intelli
gent producers who can tackle
a ditficult subject and bring
it to the screen in the form
o f fine entertainment, but they
are too few if we have to
make a judgment on the cur
rent crop of films now show
ing throughout the country.
TH E MOVIE that Is loaded
with sex for pure sex’ s sake
seems to be the item o f the
day. I ’m not speaking of the
cheap, independently made
film without a Production
Code seal — the nudist films
o r the blood-flowing shock and
horror films — but movies
turned out by the industry’s
major studios. The advertis
ing for some o f the current
releases leave little to the
imagination. Such ads might
be “ grossly misleading” (as
one theater owner put it), yet
the fact that they are re
leased by the studios to ad
vertise their films does not
dismiss the industry from an
obligation to the public.
Marie Torre, the Pittsburgh,
Pa., television critic o f films
who has been in hot water
with the industry at times,
recently attacked screen erot
ica and the exploitation of
some newspaper advertise
ments.
“ I f you're a regular reader
o f the movie ads in the news
papers,” she told her audi
ence, “ you're no doubt aware
that they’re not telling boy
meet girl stories anymore.”
In her comment about the
moral content (o r lack of it)

in producer Billy Wilder’s
Irma La Douce, she said:
“ Wilder resorts to this form
of advertising and humbuggery with, “ This is an end for
Irma L a Douce about pros
titutes . . . a story of passion,
bloodshed, desire and death.
Everything in f a c t ,
that
makes life worth living’ .”
“ It’s obvious,” Miss Torre
added, “ that those advertis
ing people don’ t know what
makes m y life worth living.”
This example can be broad
ened many times merely by
glancing at ads for some cur
rent film s: The Wheeler Deal
ers ( “ wheeler dealer meets
sex appealer” ): Who’ s Been
Sleeping IN M y Bed? ( “ the
hottest question of the day” ):
Take Her, She’s Mine ( “ the
wildest . .awakening to sex
that ever made parents grow
up — fa st): Under the Yum
Yum T ree ( “ a Peter Pan and
a peeping tom” ); Mary, Mary
( “ L et’s not start something
in a cab we can’ t finish on
44th street” ); and on and on.
Judith Crist o f the New
York Herald Tribune recently
wrote about a film distribu
tor who was concerned about
the promotion o f an Italian
movie which most critics
greeted with rave reviews.
“ It’s a beautiful film ” she
said, about a boy’s applica
tion and testing for a job in
a large corporation and his
becoming a cog in the ma
chine “ that absorbs us a ll.”
She added: “ This is tiie way
it happens — but It’s not the
way, apparently, you sock ’em
in at the box office.” She
quoted the distributor of this
film as saying: “ Maybe we
should have a nude scene . . .
as it is. w e’re just not mak
ing it at the box office.”
Miss Crist said everyone is
“ pretty hip to box office
around here. And that’s why
though hundreds of thousands
of young Americans take Na
tional M erit Sdiolarship and
college board exams annually
and hundreds of thousands
more are plugging away in
educational
and
Industrial
competition,
no
American
film-maker could possibly see

A d v 0ufur»t In Fam ily Livin g

any drama in such situations.
“ Let Gidget and Tamm y
epitomize young Am erica,”
she said, “ and Beach Party
and Palm Beach Weekend
describe
its
aspirations.
There’s box office in them
thar
dream worlds.” About
A New Kind of I.ove. she
said in it there is “ something
for everybody, particularly
the sexually deranged.” But
we must remember, she said,
that this is an American
movie and we don’t allow
promiscuity to be shown —
“ just lots of sex talk and
such.”
I have to go along with
Miss
Torre and Miss Crist
about the inundation o f the
libidinous in films, and while
some
films are “ misrepre
sented” with misleading ad
vertising, these same adver
tisements are the reasons why
many youngsters, as w ell as
adults, are attracted to the
movies.
Even in the forthcoming
The Cardinal several scenes
with an emphasis on overexaggerated sex are incor
porated for obvious reasons.
BUT IF some kind of re
adjustment is needed on the
part of film-makers, a simi
lar look at oneself is needed
by some of the movie audi
ences. There is a need for
films of maturity, films of
depth, and films o f solid en
tertainment value. But it’s no
mystery that some o f the re
leases cited above are offenses
against good taste.
The answer does not lie in
censorship, but in self-displine on both the part o f the
industry and the movie-going
public. The late Pope John
X X in had the right answer
to all of this when he ex
pressed the hope “ that con
tinued motion picture produc
tion be encouraged to o ffer to
the public, especially to youth
desirous of diversion, a fit
ting entertainment which not
only may delight the mind,
but form it and strengthen it
further in the love o f honesty,
rectitude, and decorum.”

Following It tho tost of tho U.S. Blth-i
spt itstsmont on tho ocutnonlcsl eeuncll'i
Constitution on Iht Socrotl Liturgy pro*
mulgoloe Doc. 4:

TH E CONSTITUTION on the
Sacred Liturgy promulgated on
Dec. 4 is the first achievement
of Vatican Ckiimcil II. It will af
fect the spiritual life of prayer
and worship of all Catholics. It
will make the Church more
comprehensible to all men.
Thus It is the first great step
in the Church’s inner renewal
begun by Pope John X X III and
how being carried out by all the
bishops in union with the chief
bishop. Pope Paul VI.
The Bishops o f the United
States, having taken part fully
in the discussion, amendment
and acceptance of this docu
ment, welcome it wholehearted
ly and dedicate themselves to
fulfill its purposes.
On the one hand the consti
tution is a statement of the
Church’s doctrine
and
dis
cipline. It explains the meaning
of public worship. It gives a
clear mandate to deepen the
liturgical understanding and ac
tivity of the people. “ This full
and active participation by all
the people is the aim to be con
sidered before all else.”
At the same time the consti
tution is a document of change
and revision. In broad terms it
directs a reform of rites and
texts so that they may be simp
ler and clearer. Putting such
changes into effect must await
specific action by a commission
set up by the Holy Father.

L ite ra ry P a g s a n I

Ancient Speaks to Moderns

The Sayings
of Cbuang
Chou, a new translation by
James R. Ware (N ew York)
New American Library. 501
Madison, N .Y. 22. 75 cents.
This is one of the most
worthwhile readings from the
ONE IM PO R TA N T CHANGE, Chinese classics that could in
however, has become the im terest a man o f the West.
mediate concern o f the bodies Chuang Chou, a follower of
of Bishops in the different coun
tries or regions. This is the
concession of the verna(nilar
W IL D E R N E S S ?
languages in the liturgy for the
EXPLO RERI
sake of the peoples’ understand
ing, piety and easier partid*
pation.
•
Such concessions are possible
without waiting for the revision
of rites but depend upon the ac
tion of the bodies of bishops for
the respective regions. For the
Mass the Council has allowed
the vernacular for the lessons
and for the parts of the people,
in effect for most of the parts
said aloud or sung up to the
Canon and for such parts as
the Sanctus, Our Father, etc.
For the sacraments and sacramentals the vernacular is al
lowed
throughout.
For
the
Divine Office the clergy must
receive permission from the in
dividual bishops o r Ordinaries.

W a s Fath er
O f N e w Fran ce

Confucius, lived about 300
B.C.
In this dialogue he describes
for his contemporaries the al
mighty, all-embracing, ever
lasting God comparable to the
One defined in the JudaeoChristian tradition as “ I am
who ara.”
Chuang Chou is very em
phatic about the IneffabUity of
God. “ In the beginning was
God, but any explanation of
God w ill sound like non-expla
nation. The knowledge o f God
w ill resemble ignorance but
a fter the ignorance w ill come
understanding of God.” Is not
this the Scholastic concept of
God as He who can be ap
proached by negation and re
m oval but never defined?
Some thoughts of this Chi
nese sage have a peculiarly
modern ring. Take this:
“ The various schools of
thought continued in their
ways without getting back to
God and. necessarily, never
coalesced. If the students of
the future are unfortunate
enough not to notice the unity
of all nature and the solidar
ity enjoyed by The Ancients,
the various processes are go
ing to rip this world apart.”

a new doctrine. It is an addi
tional
admonition.
The
Church does not properly
judge such revelations; she
merely
gives
permissive
judgment,
which
however
can constitute a confirmation
which advances the human
faith that belongF to such
occurrences to the level of
moral certitude.
Father Volken is no imagebreaker, and he shows how
private revelations, well es
tablished and prayerfully pur
sued, can bring new meaning
and understanding to our
lives.
In treating of the discern
ment of revelations, he brings
the findings of psychiatry to
supplement the usual criteria.

VISIONS,
REVELATIONS,

and the
CHURCH

Popular Subject

Wilderness Explorer: The
TH E BISHOPS of the United Story of Samuel de Cham
States, assembled in Rome, plain, by Charles Morrow Wil
Visions, Revelations, and
have form ally agreed to make son (N .Y., Hawthorn Books,
the Church, by Rev. Laurent A g e s o f Latinity
full use of the vernacular con $2.95).
OUR LA TIN HERITAGE,
Volken
(N .Y., P. J. Kenedy,
cessions made by the council
Book II. by Sister Tberese
Mr. Wilson tells for young $5.50).
They have directed the Bishops'
Hines
and Rev. Edward J.
readers, with fidelity and dra
This is a well-reasoned and
Commission on the Liturgical
Welch. S.J. (N.Y., Harcourt,
matic action, the story of the
well-balanced essay in a the
Apostolate to propose English
Brace).
Father of New France, who
ological department o f great
translations for the considera
Beginning with Greek fa 
had to battle the wilderness,
popular interest and an im 
tion of all the Bishops.
bles and proceeding through
the rivalry of England and
portance that demands more
At a meeting o f the Bishops, Holland, and indifference in
most of Caesar, this gradu
extensive treatment than has
now proposed for the spring of his own country to make firm
ated text includes samples of
heretofore been available to
1964, formal decrees w ill be France’s foothold in the New
all ages of Latinity, from En
the public.
drawn up and sent to the World.
nius to Pope John X X III.
A private revelation is not
Apostolic See in Rom e for con
□
firmation. A t the same time of
ficial translations will be ap
proved by the Bishops for pub Top o f th e Sports P a ra d e
lication. Only then can a date
be determined by the Bishops
Atlanta, Ga. — Sister Eliza for the actual use of English in
beth Anne of St. Joseph’s in the liturgy.
firmary
asked
quarterback
THIS PRO M PT ACTION en
Johnny Unitas of the Balitmore
Colts to send his autograph to sures the introduction of Eng
lish
into public worship during
Steve Bagiev of Seale. Ala., her
By Eddie Glennon
as you will find in a depart Pete goes along for the ride.
13-year-old patient, but the ath the interim period while the re
Shufflin off to a Minor league ment store after the Thanks Duffy Daugherty will have a
lete did better than that. He vision of the missal, ritual,
breviary, etc., is awaited. In ad confab where we will find out giving sale.
visited his fervent fan.
long winter. As a matter of fact
Cream comes to the top and he may have some mail from
Then Steve got busy and soon dition, the Bishops o f the United this is the time of the year
announced to the nun that he States authorized their repres when the Phenoms can do 99 out of 100 times the “ will
the "Illum ini” to keep walking
had requested a surprise gift entatives to work with an inter everything. Come next April bes” are moved to the Major
for her from somebody, Steve national committee. This com they will melt away like the league ro.sters and the “ have until his hat swims. After all,
kee. The price is $2.95 and said, who in his field was “ as mittee will ultimately propose winter’s snow.
beens” are left for the 25,000 Duffy, there's no place like
the book is written specifical great and in the same league” translations based upon the re In the draft the last shall be stipend. It's like going to a home on Christmas.
ly fo r those Christian families as Johnny Unitas. Later a pack formed rites for the considera first but as we have learned dentist
only hurts for a min What other bowl will host a
of
the
respective through the years, there are ute.
whose annual income falls age for the nun arrived with an tion
four time loser? Looks as if
Within the $5000 — $12,000 autograph — “ Paul V I.” Steve hierarchies of
the
English- about as many bargains left on
the “ Rose” is resembling a
bracket.
is a Protestant.
speaking world.
NO R M SIEBERN and Jerry “ Geranium.” The Rose has a
Minor League bargain counters
Lumpe have finally separated. thorn, the Geranium goes to
They came up tb ro u ^ the New pot. Has the “ Daddy of Bowls”
Who lit t le W om an
H ubert
la tf-a -D a y
York Yankee system under Lee turned into a Tureen?
MacPhail.
They were sent to Kansa.s
The Oklahoma Sooners’ seaCity then reported to a farm
club for the Yanks? Now Norm .son closed sooner than the feat
return.s to Ix?e MacPhail’s Ori bowl experts figured. Maybe
oles. and Jerry goes to the Bud has to get his political dia
Tigers. We wish them all the
grams ready — No “ I ” form a
luck in the world — they arc
two of the writer’s favorites. tion. Bud?
W e’d like to have a team of
their type — 100 per cent gentle-1
men.
'

Pope, Athlete
In Same League

Few Bargains Are Left
On League Counters

Spare-Time Reading Materials
By Sue Wuller
MOST OF us have our days
filled from mom til night, but
we
somehow
manage
to
squeeze in the things we con
sider really important.
There are some lovely,
quiet hours at the end o f ea<^
day, when the children are
snoozing peacefully, but by
that time, most mothers are
tired enough to curl up and
catch their forty winks as
soon as the kiddies do.
M A Y I SUGGEST a delight
ful paperback for your leisure
time if you have children un-

FOR W INTER SEW ING

der the age of seven? lU
title is “ Your P re - School
Child” and shows parents how
to make the most of your
d iild ’s years at home.
The Providence, R. I. Vis
itor says this: “ What Dr.
Spock has done for medical
care, M rs. Burnett does In the
field o f creative activity.”
Dorothy Kirk Burnett says
in the foreword, "M y chief
qualifications for writing this
book (w ere)
my complete
ignorance io the ways of chil
dren when we s ta rt^ . 1 know
exactly
how
frustrated,
stupid, well-meaning, exasper
ated. and desperately tired
parents can feel.”
She has two children, aged
six and eight, and has filed
her Ideas for other parents
to use in a charming, witty,
and very practical style.
U ND ER TH E CHAPTER
“ Coping with Fights” the au
thor advises her readers on
the techniques and timing of
refereeing childhood’s battles.
Taking turns, trading, or
diversion may settle small
squabbles, but “ The final ac
complishment of these maeuvers should make you eligi
ble for the diplomatic corps,
If not the United Nations.”
Her “ Tricks for Desperate
Moments”
include mending
toys and books together or
baking cookies or cupcakes
with decorations.
This book Is published by
the MacFadden-Bartell Cor
poration, 205 Elast 42nd Street.
New York 17, New York. The
price is 60 well-spent cents.

9084
6 -U

vRrtlont. Pri--- . — ......... -

----

9 A V M V % . S i n u v % Iona s o w n 5 \ * y o r S t
as-tncti fa b r i c
f O S ^ T b r a t fo r tt w school e l r L P r ln fa d
P a t fa r n In S i m a , I, 10 . 12 14 . S i n 10
v a s t a n d s k irt 1W y a r d s S4-lnch f a b r k i
blowsa iva y a r d s a ^ ln c h .
P A T T E R N S ara T H I R T Y - P I V E C E N T S
aach. S ^
o rd e rs ( w ith c o in ) to : T H l
R E G I S T E R . 201 P a t ta m O a p a r t m a n t, 232
W a s t l l f h S tra a t, N a w Y o r k I I , N . Y . A d d
10c aa ch fo r l i t < i a s s m a liln e .
PR ES
P A T T E R N O F F E R I T lia r a ^ a
C O U P O N Insida o u r C a ta lo g go a d F o r on#
F r a a P a t t a m . J u s t SO e anta b rE ib a p N
th is " F a tfiio fts to S a w " C a ta lo g snowing
SSO daaig n idaos p lu s b ig n a w s In fo a b *
ta n a, fa b r ic s , c o le rs . S a n d F I F T Y CINTt
(In c oin s ) n o w l

IF YO U R CHILDREN are
slightly older and like to read
magazines
for
themselves,
there is the Treasure Chest
n\agazine. published by Geo.
A. Pflaum, Inc., S8 West
Fifth street, Dayton 2, 0.
Another
magazine.
Aim
Higher, is edited by Father
Gales, famous as an author
o f children’s books. Aim High
er is written for the 9-12 year
old group and features stories
with a moral for young read
ers.
The Treasure Chest is illus
trated in comic book style,
and, speaking of comic books,
have your c ^ d r e n discovered
the Classlct Illustrated and
the Junior Classlct?
T H E STORIES are synopsized and colorful pictures
help tell the tales <k Snow
WMte and Rose Red or Robin
Hood. These are just the same
price as the average horror
o r slapstick conric and their
value Is more lasting. At least
we think so!
Something for Mom, some
thing for the kiddies, and now
let’ s recommend a book for
Dad.
It is “ ChrlsUan FamUy F i
nance” written by William J.
Whalen and published by the
Bruce Company In Milwau

H A P P Y AND W AR M !

“ Doesn’t anyone write books like ’Little
Women’ any more?”

G R A N D M A

HEN R Y

O

o

“ And while you’re filling out the forms,
suppose we Just give your missus her
charge plate and turn her loose.”

“ Why don’t you play outside? It’s too
nice a day to stay In the bouse.”

By Charles Kuhn

By Carl Anderson

o

M Y RT LE

Right Around Home

JOE FOSS, the commish of
the A.F.L., won many friends
for his league. Joe won a Con
gressional medal and the Sports
Congress should pass out anoth
er “ Medalion” for calling off
the scheduled games of Nov
24, in honor of our late Presi
dent. .At the same time. “ Scal
lions” should be sent to the Pros
and Ams who went through
with their schedules.
George Hallas’ Chicago Bears
have made It the hard way.
The Windy City fans desene
the championship as they have
backed their stalwarts.
Bill Wade and Company are
the Comebackers of 1963.
Congratulations
to
Roger
Staubach. Roger is not only
good at his books but he carries
the “ Missal” daily to early
Mass at Annapolis.
N avy is No. 2 and may wind
up with the No. 1 license plate
if they knock off Texas in the
O>tton bowl. Coach Hardin de
serves the “ Coach of the Y e a r"
award.
Woody Hayes should get Jack
Nicklaus to show how easy it
is to “ Putt” yourself on top.
“ OLE MISS” has but one
bowl and that is the Sugar
Bowl. Memphis State won’t se
cure any bowl bids until they
adopt the Southern Conference
rules.
Nebraska will meet a “ Sly"
Sidel at the helm of the Auburn
Tigers when they tangle in the
land of the Orai^ges. Will be
good to see "Shug” Jordan’s
Plainsmen in a Bowl after sev
eral years on probation.
We would like to see Texas
play Pitt in tiie Cotton bowl.
The Smokey City lads would be
tough more ways than one.
The N.F.L. made the worst
faux pas of the sports year
when th« teams went through
with their games on Nov. 24.
How could any sports fan revel
on a day when “ Our President"
was lying in the rotunda —
dead?
Pete Rozelle 1$ far from
a Bert Bell. Bert ran the show.
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740S—Pillow pets—Sleepy kitten, pUyful
pup, gentle ilon. Two ptacee plus tere
f x eech. Face trensfera, pettome tar
iv^xio-lncfi pillows.
7214—Wlnttr<ezy glovet In singta cr^
ctwt. Fluffy loop^tltch trim. Make In I
sections leined by crochet. Directions tar
smell, modium, large Included,
send THIRTY-FIVE CENTS (In coin)
for EACH pattern to: THE REOISTia,
2M, Neeaieostl uepl.. P.O. &&a
Chelsea Station, New York 11, N.Y. AcM
10c each for Ut<lau mailing.
THE PLACE TO CO to see the newest
Needlecreft Designs li our big, beevtiful
1H4 Needlecreft Cetetag lust out—only
2SC. See over 200 patterns to crochet,
knit, weeve, sew, embroider, quilt,
smock. See hets. lackets, dell werdrebet,
ins, decorator Items—PLUS P R I I PATRN. Hurry, send 2Se TODAY.
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Decree on Media of Social Communication
INTRO D U CnO N
1. AMONG TH E W ONDERFUL technological discoveries
which men of talent, especially in die present era, have made
with God’s help, the Church welcomes and promotes with
apodal interest those which have a most direct relation to
men’s minds and which have imcovered new avenues of com
municating most readily news, views, and teachings of every
aort. H ie most important of these inventions are those media
which, such as the press, movies, radio, television, and the
like, can, of their very nature, reach and influence, not only
individuals, but the very masses and the whole of human sodety, and thus can rightly be called the media of social com
munication.
2. The Church recognbes that these media, If p n ^ r l y
ntlUzed, can be of great sendee to mankind, since they great
ly contribute to men’s ratertalnment and Instruction as well
as to the spread and support of the. Kingdom of God. The
Church recognizes, too, that men can employ these media con
trary to the plan o f the Creator and to their own loss. Indeed,
the Church experiences maternal grief at the barm all too often
done to society by their evil use.

Hence, this Sacred Synod, attentive to the watchful con
cern manifested by the Supreme Pontiffs and B i^ops in
a matter of such great importance, Judges it to be its duty
to treat of the principal questions linked with the media of sod a l communication. It trusts, moreover, that the teaching and
regulations it thus sets forth will serve to promote, not only
the eternal welfare of Christians, but also the progress of aU
mankind.
CHAPTER I
0 \ TH E TEACHING OF TH E CHURCH
S. The Catholic Church, since it was founded by Christ Our
Lord to bear salvation to all men and thus is obliged to preach
the Gospel, considers it one of its duties to announce the Good
News of salvation also with the help of the media of social
communication and to instruct men in their proper use.
IT IS, TH ER EFO RE , an inherent right of the Church to
have at its disposal and to employ any of these media insofar
as they are necessary or useful for the instruction of Christians
and all its efforts for the welfare of souls. It is the duty of pas
tors to instruct and guide the faithful so that they, with the
help of these same media, may further the salvation and per
fection of themselves and of the entire human family.
In addition, the laity especially must strive to instill a hu
man and Christian spirit Into these media, so that they may ful
ly measure up to the great expectations o f mankind and to
God’s design.
4. For the proper use of these media It U most necessary
that all who employ them be acquainted with the norms of
morality and conscientiously put them into practice In this
area. They must look, then, to the nature o f what Is commonicated, given the special character o f each o f these media. At
the same time they must take into consideration the entire sit
uation or clrcomstances, namely, the persons, place, time, and
other conditions under which communication takes place and
and which can affect or totally change Its propriety. Among
these circumstances to be considered is the precise manner in
which a given medium achieves Its effect. F o r Its Influence
can be so great that men. especially if they are unprepared,
can scarcely become aware of It, govern its impact, or, if
necessary, reject It.
5. It is, however, especially necessary that all parties
concerned should adopt for themselves a proper moral outlook
on the use of these media, especiaUy with respect to certain
questions that have been vigorously aired in our day.
H ie first question has to do with ’ ’Infonnatlon,'* as it Is
called, or the search for and reporting of the news. Now clear
ly this has become most nseful and very often necessary for
the progress of contemporary society and for achieving closer
links among men. The prompt publication o f affairs and events
provides every Individual with a fuller, continuing acquain
tance with diem and thus all can contribute more effectively
to the common good and more readily promote and advance the
welfare of the entire dvU society. Therefore, in society men
have a right to information. In accord with the circumstances
In each case, about matters concerning Individuals or the com
munity. The proper exercise of this right demands, however,
that the news itself that is communicated shouM always be
true and complete, within the boimds
justice and charity.
In addition, the manner In which the news is communicated
should be proper and decent. This means that In both the
search for news and in reporting it, there most be full respect
for die Itw s of morality and for die legitim ate rights and dig
nity of the Indlvldoal. For not all knowledge is helpful, but *’ lt
la charity that edifies” ( I Corinthians 8: 1).
tf. The second question deals with the relationship between
die rights, as they are called, of art and the norms of morality.
Since the nounting controversies in this area frequently take
their rise irom false teachings about ethics and esthetics, the
Council proclaims that all must hold to the absolute primacy
of the objective moral order, that is, this order by itself sur
passes and flttingly coordinates all other spheres of human
affairs — the arts not excepted — even though they be endow
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ed with notable dignity. F o r man who is endowed by God with
the gift o f reason and summoned to pursue a lofty destiny, is
alone affected by the m oral order in his entire beli^. And like
wise, if man resolutely and faithfully upholds this order, he
w ill be brought to the attainment of complete perfection and
happiness.
7. Finally, the narration, description o r portrayal of moral
evil, even through the media of social communication, can in
deed serve to bring about a deeper knowledge and study of hu
manity and, with the aid o f appropriately heightened dramatic
effects, can reveal and glorify the grand dimensions of truth
and goodness. Nevertheless, such presentations onght always
to be subject to moral restraint, lest they work to the harm
rather than the benefit of souls, partlcnlariy when there Is
question of treating matters which deserve reverent handling
o r which, given the baneful effect o f original sin in men, could
suite readily arouse base desires In them.
8. Since public opinion exercises the greatest, power and
authority today in every sphere o f life, both private and pub
lic, every member o f society must f u l ^ the demands of Jus
tice and charity in this area. As a result, all must strive,
through these media as well, to form and spread sound public
opinion.
9. A L L WHO, of their own free choice, make use of these
media o f communications as readers, viewers, or listeners
have special obligations. F o r a proper choice demands that
they fully favor those presentations that are outstanding for
their moral goodness, their knowledge and their artistic or
technical merit. They ought, however, to avoid those that may
be a cause or occasion of spiritual harm to themselves, or that
can lead others into danger through base example, or that
hinder desirable presentations and promote those that are evil.
To patronize such presentations, in most instances, would
m erely reward those who use these media only for profit.
In order that those who make use o f these media may ful
fill the moral code, they ought not neglect to Inform them
selves in time about judgments passed by autiioritles com-,
petent In these matters. They ooght also to follow soch Judg
ments according to the norms of an upright conscience. So
that they may more easily resist improper inducements and
rather encourage those that are desirable, let them take care
to guide and Instruct their consciences with suitable aids.
10. Those who make use of the media o f communications,
especiaUy the young, should take steps to accustom themselves
to moderation and self-control in their regard. They should,
moreover, endeavor to deepen their understanding of what they
see. hear, or read. They should discuss these matters with
their teachers and experts, and learn to pass sound judgments
on them. Parents should remember that they have a most
serious duty to guard carefully lest shows, pubUcations and
other things of this sort, which may be morally harmful, en
ter their homes or affect their children under other circum
stances.
11. TH E P R IN C IP A L moral responsibility for the proper
use of the media of social communication falls on newsmen,
writers, actors, designers, producers, dlsplayers, distributors,
operators and sellers, as weU as critics and aU others who
play any part in the production and transmission of mass pres
entations. It is quite evident what gravely Important responsibiUties they have in the present day when they are In a posi
tion to lead the human race to good or to evil by In
forming or arousing mankind.
Thus, they must adjust their economic, political or artistic
and technical aspects so as never to oppose the common good.
F o r the purpose of better achieving this goal, they are to be
commended when they Join professional associations, which
— even under a code, if necessary, o f sound moral practice —
oblige their members to show respect for morality in the
duties and tasks of their craft.
They ought always to be mindful, however, that a great
many of their readers and audience are young people, who
need a press and entertainment that o ffer them decent amuse
ment and cultural uplift. In addition, they should see to It that
communications or presentations c o n c e r ^ g religious matters
are entrusted to worthy and experienced hands and are
carried out with fitting reverence.
12. The public authority, in these matters, is bound by spe
cial responsibilities in view of the common good, to which
these media are ordered. The same authority has, in virtue o f
its office, the duty of protecting and safegu a^in g true and just
freedom of information, a freedom that Is totally necessary

v ie w on Third SBsslon
Cardinal Augustin Bea, S.J. (a t le ft), and Cardinal Gregory
P eter Agaglanian X V chat prior to one o f the last general con
gregations of the second session o f the Second Vatican CounciL Cardinal Bea is president of the Vatican Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity, and Cardinal Agaglanian la one of
four Council moderators. 'Ilie Council closed its session (D ec.
4) without taking up two chapters o f the schema on ecumenism.
But Cardinal Bea assured the Council Fathers that they would
be on the a g e n ^ of the Council’s third session, Sept. 14-Nov.
20, 1984. The chapters are on CathoUc-Jewish relations and
religious liberty.

fo r the welfare of contemporary society, especially when it Is
a <Iueftjon of freedom o f the press. It ought also to encourage
spiritual values, culture, and the fine arts and guarantee the
rights o f those who wish to use the media. Moreover, public au
thority has the duty o f helping those projects which, though
they are certainly most beneficial for young people, cannot
otherwise be undertaken.
LASTLY, the same public authority, which legitimately
concerns itself with the health o f the citizenry, is obliged
through the promulgation and careful enforcement of laws, to
exercise a fitting and careful w atdi lest gra ve damage befall
public morals and the w elfare of society through the base use
o f these media. Such vigilance in no wise restricts the free
dom o f individuals o r groups, especially where there is a lack
o f adequate precaution on the part of those who are profession
a lly engaged In using these media.
Special care should be taken to safeguard young people
from printed matter and performances which may he harm
ful at their age.

C H A P T E R II
ON THE PA S TO R A L A C n V lT Y OF T H E CHURCH
13. AU the children o f the Church should join, without de
la y and with the greatest effort in a common work to make
effective use of the media of social communication in various
apostolic endeavors, as circumstances and conditions demand.
T h ey should anticipate harmful developments. especiaUy in
regions where more urgent efforts to advance morality and
religion are needed.
PASTORS ^ o u ld hasten, therefore, to fulfiU their duty in
this respect, one which is intimately linked with their ordinary
preaching responsibility. The laity, too, who have something
to do with the use o f these media, should endeavor to bear
witness to Christ, first o f aU by carrying out their Individual
duties or office expertly and with an apostolic spirit, and, fur
ther. by being o f direct help In the pastoral activity of the
Church — to the best o f their abUity — through their technical,
economic, cultural and artistic talents.
14. First, a good press should be fostered. To instlU a fully
(Thrlstlaii spirit into readers, a truly Catholic press should be
set up and encouraged. Such a press — whether Immediately
fostered and directed by ecclesiastical authorities or by Catho
lic laymen — should be edited with the clear purpose of form
ing, supporting, and advancing public opinion in accord with
natural law and Catholic teaching and precepts. It should dis
seminate and properiy explain news concerning the life of the
Church. Moreover, ^ e faithful ought to be advised of the
necessity both to spread and read the Catholic press to formu
late Christian judgments fo r themselves on all events.
The production and showing of films that have value as
decent entertainment, humane culture or art, especially when
they are designed fo r yoimg people, ought to be encouraged
and assured by every effective means. l U s can be done par
ticularly by supporting and joining In projects and enterprises
fo r the production and distribution o f decent films, by encour
agin g worthwhile film s through critical approval and awards,
b y patronizing o r jointly sponsoring theaters operated by Cath
o lic and responsible managers.
Similarly, effective support should be given to good radio
and television programs, above all those that are suitable for
families. Catholic program s should be promoted. In which list
eners and viewers can be brought to share In the life of the
Church and learn religious truths. An effort should also be
made, where it m ay be necessary, to set up Catholic stations.
In such instances, however, care must be t ^ e n that their pro
gram s are outstanding fo r their standards of excellence and
achievement.
In addition, there should be an effort to see that the noble
and ancient art o f the drama, which now is diffused every
where by the media o f social communication, serves the cul
tural and moral betterment o f audiences.
15. TO PRO V ID E for the needs just set forth, priests, reli
gious, and laymen who are equipped with the proper skills for
adapting these media to the objectives of the apostolate should
be appointed promptly.
Importantly, laymen o o ^ t to be afforded technical, doc
trinal, and moral training. F o r this, purpose, the number of
schools faculties and institutes should be Increased, where news
men, writers for screen, radio, and televlalmi and all other in
terested parties can obtain a sound training that Is imbued
with the Christian spirit, especially with respect to the social
teaching of the Church.
Finally, care must be taken to prepare literary, film, radio,
televisi(m, and other critics, who will he equipped with the best
skills In their own crafts and trained and encouraged to render
judgments which always put moral issues in their proper light.
16. Since the proper use o f the media o f social communica
tions which are available to audiences o f different cultural
backgrounds and ages, calls for Instruction proper to their
needs, programs which are suitable fo r this purpose — especial
ly where they are designed fo r young people ~ should be en
couraged, increased in numbers, and organized according to
Christian moral principles. This should be one in Catholic
schools at every level, in seminaries and in lay apostolate
groups. To speed this along catechetical manuals should pres
ent and explain Catholic teaching and regulations on this
matter.
17. It Is quite unbecoming for the Church’s children Idly
to permit the message o f salvation to be thwarted or Impeded
b y the technical delays o r expenses, however vast, which are
encountered by the v e ry nature of these media. Therefore, this
Sacred Synod advises them o f the obligation they have to main
tain and assist Catholic newspapers, periodicals, and film
projects, radio and television programs and stations, whose
principal objective is to spread and defend the truth and foster
Christian tnflaence in human society. A t the same time, the
Synod eam eitiy invites those erganlzatioiis and individuals,
who possess flnanical and technical ability to support these
media freely and generously with their resources and their
skills, inasmuch as they contribute to genuine culture and the
apostolate.
18. Moreover, that the varied apostolates of the Church
with respect to the media of social communication may be
strengthened effectively, each year In every diocese of the
world, by the determination of the Bishops, there should be cele
brated a day on which the faithful are instructed in their re
sponsibilities in this regard. They should be invited to pray and
contribute funds for this cause. Such funds are to be expended
exclusively on the promotion, maintenance and development

o f Institutes and undertakings of the Church in this area, ac
cording to the needs of the whole Catholic world.
19. IN F U L F IL L IN G his supreme pastoral charge with re
spect to the media of social communication, the Sovereign
Pontiff has at hand a special office of the H oly See.
Moreover, the Fathers of the Council, freely acceding to
the wish of the “ Secretariat for the Supervision o f Publications
and Entertainment,” reverently request that the Sovereign
Pontiff extend the duties and competence of this office to in
clude all media o f social communication, including the press,
and that experts from various countries be named to it, in
cluding laymen.
20. It w ill be the task of the Bishops, however, to watch
over such works and undertakings In their own dioceses, to pro
mote them and, as fa r as the public apostolate is concerned, to
guide them, not excluding those that are under the direction
of exempt religious.
21. Since an effective apostolate on a national scale calls
for unity of planning and resources, this Sacred Synod decrees
and orders that national offices for affairs o f the press, films,
radio, and television be established everywhere and given

every aid. It will be the special task of these offices to see to
It that the consciences of tbe faithful are properiy Instructed
witii respect to these media. Likewise they should foster and
guide w ^ t e v e r is done by Catholics in these areas.
In each country tbe direction of such offices should be en
trusted to a special committee of Bishops, or to a single Bish
op. Moreover, laymen who are experts in Catholic teaching
and in these arts or techniques should have a role in these of
fices.
22. Since tbe effectiveness o f tiiese media reaches beyond
national boundaries and has an impact on individual members
of the whole human family, national offices should co-operate
among themselves on an international plane. The offices spoken
of in Number 21 should assiduously work together with their
own international Catholic associations. These Catholic inter
national associations are legitimately approved by the Holy
See alone and depend on it.
APPENDICES
23. So that the general principles and norms of this Sacred
Synod with respect to the media of social communications may
be put into effect, by the express will of the Council, the office
of the Holy See mentioned in Number 19 should undertake,
with the assistance of experts from various countries, to is
sue a pastoral instruction.
24. As fo r the rest, this Sacred Synod is confident that its
Issuance of these instructions and norms w ill be gladly accept
ed and religiously kept by all the Church’s children. By using
these helps they w ill experience no harm and. like salt and
light, they w ill give savor to the earth and brighten the world.
Moreover, tbe Synod invites all men of good will, especiaUy
those ^ 0 have charge o f these media, to strive to turn them
solely to the good.of society, whose fate depends more and more
on their proper use. Thus, as was the case with ancient works
o f art, the name o f the Lord may be glorified by these new dis
coveries in accordance with those words of the Apostle: “ Jesus
Christ, yesterday and today, and the same forever” (Hebrews
13:8).

C enso rship C a lle d U nw ise

Freedom of Press,
Opinion, Said Social
Rome •— Censorship of infor
mation and opinion Is con
sidered to be unrightful. un
wise and imprudent. Father
J(rfin Courtney Murray, S.J.,
theology professor at Woodstock
college, Md., declared at a sym
posium held here by the Inter
national Union o f
Catholic
Press.
Father Murray said that in a
rightly ordered democratic so
ciety the reason is that free pubUc inromation and freedom of
opinion are considered rightly,
to be social necessities. He
stated the premise o f their ex
istence and functioning is not
individualistic, but social.
“ It is a commonplace of C^thoUc doctrine,” said Father Mur
ray, “ that the Church is indeed
a society, but a society sui gen
eris. It is somewhat like civil
society and at the same time
altogether different from civil
society. It has its own distinct
origin, its own distinct purposes,
its own peculiar institutions of
government, and its own struc

ture of law. And. within the so
ciety which is the Church the
relationship between rulers and
the ruled is unique.”
Father Murray said it Is diffi
cult to define o r describe the
function o f the Catholic press
within the Church and the serv
ice which the Catholic press is
to perform for tiie Church and
for all her members, in view
of the reasons cited.
Freedom o f information and
opinion. Father Murray said are
essential to the conduct o f free,
responsible and representative
government. He said from the
principles there follows tbe
fundamental right of tbe people
to “ judge, direct and correct”
the actions o f governm ent
“ This right,” he pointed out is
inherent in the people as a peo
ple.
“ The difficulty of applying
political theory to the function
of the Catholic press within the
Church,” he stated, “ is immedi
ately apparent. The Church, as
a society, is not democratically
o rg a n iz ^ .”

D estruction of French M onarchy

In 1789, Uie National Assembly o f France decreed (be con
fiscation of all immovable property o f the Church. The
clergy became the paid servanta o f the stale. Monasteries,
convents and other religions houses w ere soppress^. The
following year the state took over control o f all Chorch
proper^.

Pope Pius V I grew increasingly alarmed as the revolution
ists multiplied aali-CatboUc measures. He protested openly
when tbe National Assembly tried to drive France into
schism with the **ClvU C<tfutitation o f the Clergy.” Those
clergy who would not take an oath on the constitution
were deprived o f their offices and banished.

380 of the clergy were deported to French Giilana where
few survived the murderous climate. Thousands emigrated
to England and Germany and some found refuge In
America. King Louis X V I refused to sanction the (vath
necessary to enforce the constitution. His firmness sealed
his fate. The Monarchy fell on August 10. 1792.

Church Has Fostered
Treasury of Art
(C en t Frem Preceding Page)
flalag themselves to works which can be sung only
by large cbdrt, but providtag also for the needs
of f
choirs and for the active partkipatioa of
the entire assembly of the faithful.
The texts intended to be sung must always be
in conformity with Catholic doctrine; indeed' they
should be drawn chiefly from holy scripture and
frcMn liturgical sour ces.

C H A PT E R V II

ber should be moderate and their relative positions
sh<Kild reflect right order. For otherwise tltey may
create confuslou among the Christian pe<H>le and
foster devotion of doubtful orthodoxy.

SACR ED AR T A N D SACRED
FirR NISH IN GS
122. Very rightl>' the fine arts are considered to
rank among the noolest activities o f man’s genius,
and this applies especially to religious art and to
its highest achievement, whidi is sacred art. These
arts, by their very nature, are oriented toward the
infinite beauty of God which they attempt in some
way to portray by the work of hiunan hands; they
adiieve ttieir piurpo^ of redounding to God's praise
and glory in proportion as Uiey are directed the
more exdurively to the single aim of turning men's
minds devoutly toward God.
Holy Mother Church has, therefore, always been
the friend of the fine arts and has ever sought their
noble help, with the special aim that all things set
apart for nse In dhfne worship should be truly wor
thy, becoming, and beautiful, signs and symbols of
the supernatural worid, and for this purpose she
has t r ^ e d artists. In fact, Che Church has, with
good reas<Ni, always reserved to herself the'right
to pass judgment upon the arts, deciding which of
the worfa of artists are in accordance with faith,
piety, and cherisb<‘d traditional laws, and thereby
fitted for sacred nse.
The Church ha.s been particularly careful to see
that sacred furnishings should worthily and beau
tifully serve the dipiity of worship, and has admitted
changes in materials, style, or ornamentation
prompted by the progress of the technical arts with
the passage of time.
Wherefore it has pleased the Fathers to issue
the following decr<«s on these matters.

123. The Chun h has not adopted any particular
style of art as her very own; she has admitted
styles from every period according to the natural
talents and circumstances of peoples, and the needs
of the various rltci. Thus, In the course of the cem
tuiies, she has briught into being a treasury of art
which must be very carefully preserved. The art of
our own days, corning from every race and region,
shall also be given free scope ta the Church, pro
vided that it adorns the sacred buildings and holy
rites with due reverence and honor; thereby It Is
enabled to contrib ute its own voice to that w o^ erfn l
chorus of praise In honor o f the Catholic faith sung
by great men in times gone by.

Let Bishops carefully remove from the house
of God and from other sacred places those works
of artists which are repugnant to faith, morals, and
Christian piety, and which offend true religious sense
either by depraved forms or by lack of artistic
worth, mediocrit}' and pretense.
And when churches are to be built, let great
care be taken Unit they be suitable for the celebra
tion of liturgical services and for the active partici
pation o f the faithful.
125. H ie practice of placing sacred images In
churches so that they may be venerated by the
faithful is to be nalntained. Nevertbelesa their num-

Page 8

FOOTNOTES
1. Secret of the ninth Sunday after Pentecost.
2. Cf. Heb. 13:14.

On the Liturgy

4. a . Eph. 4: 13.
5. Cf. Is. 11; 12.
6. Cf. Is. 11: 52.
7. Cf. John 10: 16.
8. Cf. Is. 61: 1; Luke 4: 18.
9. St. Ignatius of Antioch, To the Ephesians, 7, 2.
10. Cf. 1 Tim. 2: 5.

127. Bishops should have a special concern for
artists, so as to imbue them with the spirit ol sacred
art and of the sacred liturgy. This they may do in
person or through suitable priests who are gifted
with a knowledge and love of art.
It is also desirable that schools or academies
of sacred art should be founded in those parts o f the
world where they would be useful, so that artists
may be trained.
All artists who, prompted by their talents, de«
sire to serve God's glory In holy Church, should ever
bear in mind that they are engaged in a kind of
sacred Imitation of God the Creator, and are con
cerned with works destined to be used in Catholic
worship, to edify the faithful, and to foster their
piety and their religious formation.
128. Along with the revision of the liturgical
books, as laid down in Art. 25, there is to be an
early revision of the canons and ecclesiastical sta
tutes which govern the provision of material things
involved in sacred worship. These laws refer es
pecially to the worthy and well-planned construction
of sacred buildings, the shape and construction of
altars, the nobility, placing, and safety of the Eu
charistic tabernacle, the dignity and suitabUity of
the baptistry, the proper ordering of sacred
images, embellishments, and vestments. Laws which
seem less suited to the reformed liturgy are to be
brought into harmony with it, or else abolished; and
any which are helpful are to be retained i f already
in use, or introduced where they are lacking.
According to the norm of Art. 22 of this Consti
tution, the territorial bodies of Bishops are em
powered to adapt such things to the needs and cus
toms of their different regions; this applies espe
cially to the materials and form of sacred furnish
ings and vestments.

11. Sacramentarinm Veronese (ed. Mohlberg). n.
1265; cf. also n. 1241, 1248.
12. Easter Preface of the Roman Missal.
13. Prayer before the second lesson for Holy Satur
day, as it was in the Roman Missal before the
restoration of Holy Week.
14. Cf. Mark 16: 15.
15. Cf. Acts 26: 18.
16. Cf. Rom. 6: 4; Eph. 2: 6; Col. 3; 1; 2 Tim. 2: 11.
17. Cf. John 4: 23.
18. Cf. 1 Cor. 11: 26.
19. Council of Trent. Session X III, Decree on the
Holy Eucharist, c.5.
20. Council of Trent. Session X XII, Doctrine on the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, e. 2.
21. Cf. St. Augustine. Tractatus in loannem, VI, n. 7.
22. Cf. Apoc. 21: 2; Col. 3: 1; Heb. 8: 2.
23. Cf. Phil. 3: 20; Col. 3: 4.
24. Cf. John 17: 3; Luke 24: 27; Acts 2: 38.
25. Cf. Matt. 28: 20.
26. Postcommunion

for

both

Masses

of

Easter

Sunday.
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63. St. Cyprian, On the Unity of the Catholic Church,
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34. Cf. Council of Trent, Session X X II, Doctrine on

130. It is fitting that the use of pontificals be
reserved to those ecclesiastical persons who have
episcopal rank or some particular jurisdiction.

37. Roman Breviary, feast of Corpus Chrlsti, Second
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tainly

32. Secret for Monday of Pentecost Week.

129. During their philosophical and theological
studies, clerics are to be taught about the history
and development of sacred art, and about the sound
principles governing the production of its works. In
consequence they will be able to appreciate and
preserve the Church’s venerable monuments, and
be in a position to aid, by good advice, artists who
are engaged in producting works of art.

er Church desires to un

the Holy SacriHce of the Mass, c. 8.

dertake with great care

35. Cf. St. IgnaUus of Antioch. To the Smymlans,
8; To the Magnesians, 7; To the Philadelphians,
4.

a general restoration of
the liturgy.”

36. Cf. S t Augustine. Tractatus in loannem, VI,
n. 13.
Vespers, antiphon to the Magnificat.
38. Cf. St. Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the
Gospel of John, book XI, chap. XI-X II: Migne,
Patrologia Graeca, 74. 557-564.
39. a . 1 'Hm. 2: 1-2.

A D EC LAR AT IO N OF THE SECOND
E C U M E N IC A L C O U N C IL O F TH E

124. Ordinaries, by the encouragement and favor
they show to art which is truly sacred, should strive
after noble beauty rather than mere sumptuous
display. This principle is to apply also in the matter
of sacred vestments and ornaments.

But. among the various systems which are being
suggested to stabilize a perpetual calendar and to
introduce it into civil life, the Church has no ob*
jection only in the case of those systems which
retain and safeguard a seven-day week with Sunday,
without Oie introduction of any days outside the
week, so that the succession o f w e ^ may be left
Intact, unless there is question of the roost serious
reasons. Concerning these the Apostolic See shall
judge.

3. Ct. Eph. 2: 21-22.
126. When passing judgment on works of art,
local Ordinaries shall give a hearing to the diocesan
commission on sacred art and, if needed, also to
others who are especially expert, and to the com
missions referred to in Art. 44. 45. and 46.
Ordinaries must be very careful to see that sa
cred furnishings and works of value are not disposed
of or dispersed; for they are the ornaments of the
house of God.

Supplement to The Register, National Edition

does not oppose efforts designed to introduce a per>
petual calendar into civil society.

V A TIC A N ON R EVISIO N O F TH E
CALENDAR
The Second Ecumenical Sacred Council of the
Vatican, recognizing the importance of the wishes
expressed by many concerning the assignment of the
feast of Easter to a fu ed Sunday and concerning
an unchanging calendar, having carefully considered
the effects which could result from the introduction
of a new calendar, declares as follows:

40. Session XXI, July 16. 1562. Doctrine on Commu
nion under Both Species, chap. 1-3: Concilium
Tridenttnum. Diarlonim, Aciorwn, EplstoUrum,
Tractatuum nova collectio, ed. Soc. Goerresiana,
tome V l l l (Freiburg in Br., 1919), 698-699.

A Special Supplement

41. Council of Trent, Session XXIV, November 11,
1563, On Reform, chap. I. Cf. Roman Ritual,
title V III, chap. 11, n. 6.
42. Cf. Eph. 5: 19; Col. 3: 16.

For Readers of . . .

1, The Sacred Council would not object if the
Feast of Easter were assigned to a particular Sun
day o4 the Gregorian Calendar, provided that those
whom it may concern, especially the brethren who
are not in communion with the Apostolic See, give
their assent.
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2. The sacred Council likewise declares that it
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Call All Mankind
To House of Church
Follotring is the text of an English translation
of the **Constitution on the Liturgy/' promulgated
by Pope Paul VI at the closing of the second session
of the Second Vatican Council on Dec. 4:
CONSTITUTION ON THE
SACRED L IT U R G Y
INTRODUCTION
1. This Sacred Council has sev
eral
in view: It desires to
impart an ever increasing vigor to
the Christian life of the faithful;
to adapt more suitably to the
needs (rf our own times those in
stitutions which are subject to
change; to foster whatever can
promote union among all who
bdieve in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help
to call the whole of mankind into the household of
the Church. The Council, therefore sees particulariy
cogent reasons for undertaking the reform and pro
motion of the liturgy.
2. For the liturgy, "through which the work of
our redemption is accomplished," (1) most of all in
the divine sacriflce of the Eucharist, is the out
standing means whereby the faithful may express
in their lives, and manifest to others, the mystery
of Christ and the real nature of the true Church.
It is of the essence of the Church that she be both
human and divine, visible and yet invisibly equipped,
eager to act and yet intent on contemplation, pres
ent in this world and yet not at home in it; and she
is all these things in such wise that in her the hu
man is directed and subordinated to the divine, the
visible likewise to the invisible, action to contem
plation, and this present world to that d ty yet to
come, which we seek (2). While the liturgy daily
builds up those who are within into a holy temple
of the I^rd, into a dwelling place for G<^ in the
Spirit (3), to the mature measure of the fulness of
Christ (4), at tiie same time it marvelously strength
ens their power to preach Christ, and ^u s shows
forth the Church to those who are outside as a sign
lifted up among the nations (S) under which the
scattered children of God may be gathered together
(6), until there is one sheepfold and one shepherd
<7).
3. Wherefore, the sacred Council Judges that tlie
foDowlag prfadples concerning the promotion and
reform of the Utnrgy should be called to mind, and
that practical norms should be established.
Among these prindfries and norms there are
some which can and should be applied both to the
Roman rite and also to all the other rites. The prac
tical norms which follow, however, should be taken
as applying only to the Roman rite, except for those
whl<^, in the very nature of things, affect other
rites as well.
4. Lastly, in faithful obe<hence to tradition, the
sacred Council declares that holy Mother Church
holds all lawfully acknowledged rites to be o f equal
right and dignity; that she wishes to preserve them
in the future and to foster them in every way. The
Council also desires that, where necessary, the rites
be revised carefully in
light of sound tradition,
and that they be given new vigor to meet the cir
cumstances and needs of modem times.

C H A PT E R I
G E N E R A L P R IN C IP L E S O F TH E RESTO
R ATIO N A N D PROM OTION OF TH E
SACRED L IT U R G Y
I. NATURE OF SACRED LITUR G Y AND ITS
IMPORTANCE IN CHURCH’S L IF E
5. God who "wills that all men be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4),
"who in many and various ways spoke in times past
to the fathers by the prophets" (Heb. 1:1), when
the fulness of time had come sent His Son, the Word
made flesh, anointed by the Holy Spirit, to preach
the gospel to the poor, to heal the contrite of heart
(8), to be a "bodily and spiritual medicine" (9),
the Mediator between God and man (10). For His
humanity, united with the person of the Word, was
the instmment of our salvation. Therefore, in Christ
"the perfect achievement of our reconciliation came
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forth, and the fulness of divine worship was given
to us" (11).
The wMderfuI works of God among the people
of the Old Testament were but a prelude to the work
of Christ the Lord in redeeming mankind and giving
perfect glory to God. He achieved His task prlacipaOy by the Paschal mystery of His blessed Passion,
ResarrecUott from the dead, and glorious Ascension,
whereby "dying, be destroyed our death and, rising,
be restored our life " (12). For It was from the aide
of Christ as He slept the sleep of death npon the
cross, that there came forth "the wondrous sacra
ment of the whole Church" (13).
6. Just as Christ was sent by the Father, so
also He sent the Apostles, niled with the Holy
Spirit This He did that, by preaching the Gospel
to every creature (14), they might proclaim that
the Son o f God. by His death and Resurrection, bad
freed us from the power of Satan (15) and from
death, and brought us into the kingdom of His Fa
ther. His purpose also was that they might accom
plish the work of salvation which they had pro
claimed, by means of sacrifice and sacraments,
around which the entire liturgical life revolves. H u s
by Baptism men are plunged into the Paschal mys
tery of Christ: They die with Him, are buried with
Him. and rise with Him (16); they receive the spirit
of adoption as sons "in w hi(^ we cry: Abba. F a t ^ r "
(Rom. 8:15), and thus become true adorers whom
the Father seeks (17). In like manner, as often as
they eat the supper of the Lord they proclaim the
death of the Lord until He comes (18). For that
reason, on the very day of Pentecost, when the
Church appeared before the world, "those who re
ceived the word" of Peter "w ere baptized." And
"they continued steadfastly In the teaching of the
Apostles and in the Communion of the breaking of
bread and in prayers. . .praising God and being in
favor with all the people" (Acts 2:41-47). From that
time onwards the Church has never failed to come
together to celebrate the Pasdial mystery: Reading
those things "which were in all the Scriptures con
cerning him " (Luke 24:37), celebrating the Euchar
ist in which "the victory and triumph of his death
are again made present" (19), and at the same time
giving thanks "to God for his unspeakable gift" (2
(h r. 9:15) in Christ Jesus, "in praise of his glory"
(Eph. 1:12), through the power of the Holy Spirit.
7. T o accomplish so great a work. Christ is al
ways present in His Church, especially in her litur
gical celebrations. He is present in the sacrifice of
the Mass, not only in the person of His minister,
"the tame now offering, through the ministry of
iwiests, who formerly offered himself on the cross"
(20), but especially under the Eucharistic species.
By His power He is present in the sacraments, so
that when a man ba^izes it is really Christ Him
self who baptizes (21). He is present in His word,
since It is He Himself who speaks when the holy
Scriptures are read in the Church. He is present,
lastly, when the Diurch prays and sings, for He
promised: "Where two or three are gathered to
gether in My name, there am I in the midst of
them" (Matt. 18:20).
Christ Indeed always associates the Church with
Himself in this great work wherein God Is perfectly
glorified and men are sanctified. The Church Is Hls
beloved Bride who calls to her I>ord. and through
Him offers worship to the Eternal Father.
Rightly, then, the liturgy is considered as an
exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ. In
the liturgy the sanctification of man is signified
by signs perceptible to the senses, and is effected
in a way which corresponds with each of these
signs; in the liturgy the whole public worship is
performed by the Mystical Body of Je.sus Christ,
that is, by the Head and His members.
From this It follows that every liturgical cele
bration, because it is an action of Christ the priest
and of His Body which is the Church, Is a sacred
action surpassing all others; no other action of the
Church can equal its efficacy by the same title and
to the same degree.
8. In the earthly liturgy we take part in a fore
taste of that heavenly liturgy which is celebrated
in the holy city of Jerusalem toward which we jour
ney as pilgrims, where Christ is sitting at the right
hand of God. a minister of the holies and of the
true tabernacle (22); we sing a hymn to the I^ord's
glory with all the warriors of the heavenly army;
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venerating the memory of the saints, we hope for
some part and fellowship with them; we eagerly
await the Savior, Our Lord Jesus Christ, until He,
our life, shall a i ^ a r and we too will appear with
Him in glory ( ^ ) .
9.
The sacred Uta^'gy does not exhaust the entire
activity of the Church. Before men can come to the
liturgy they must be called to faith and conversion:
"H ow then are they to call upon lUm in whom they
have not yet believed? But bow are they to believe
Him whom they have not beard? And bow are they
to hear If no one preaches? And bow are men to
preach unless they be sent?" (Rom. 19:14-15).
Therefore the CJhurch announces the good tidings
of salvation to those who do not believe, so that all
men may know the true God and Jesus Christ whom
He has sent, and may be converted from their ways,
doing penance (24). To believers also the Church
must ever preach faith and penance; she must pre
pare them for the sacraments, teach them to ob
serve all that Otrlst has commanded (25). and in
vite them to all the works of charity, piety, and the
apostolate. For all these works m ^ e it clear that
(Wrist’s faithful, though not of this world, are to be
the light of the world and to glorify the Father be
fore men.
10. Nevertheless the liturgy is the summit to
ward which the activity of the Church is directed;
at the same time It Is the fount from which all her
power flows. F o r the aim and object of apostolic
works is that all who are made sons of God by faith
and Baptism should come together to praise God in
the m i^ t of His Church, to take part in the sacriflee, and to eat the Lord’s supper.
The Utargy In Its tum moves the faithful, filled
with "the Paschal sacramMits," to be "one la holi
ness" (26); It prays that "they may hold fast in
Hieir lives to what they have grasped by tbelr faith"
(27); the renewal la the Eucharist of the covenant
between the Lord and man draws the faithful Into
the compelling love of Christ and sets them on fire.
From the Utargy, therefore, and especiaUy from the
Eucharist, as from a fouut, grace is poured forth
npon ns; and the sanctification of men in Oirist and
the gloriflcatSott of God, to which all other activities
of the Chorch are directed as toward their end.
Is achieved la the most efficacious possible way.
11. But in order that the liturgy may be able
to produce its fuU effects. It is necessary that the
faithful come to It with proper dispositions, that
their minds should be attuned to their voices, and
that they should cooperate with divine grace lest
they receive it in vain (28). Pastors of souls must,
therefore, realize that, when the Uturgy is celebrated,
something more Is required than the mere observa
tion of the laws governing valid and licit celebration;
it is their duty also to ensure that the faithful take
part fully aware o f what they are doing, actively
engaged in the rite, and enriched by its effects.
12. The spiritual Hfe, however, is not limited
solely to partldpatioa in the Uturgy. The Christian
is indeed called to pray with his brethren, but be
must also enter into his chamber to pray to the
Father in secret (29); yet more, according to the
teaching of the A p t ^ e , he should pray without
ceasing (30). We learn ^ m the same Apostle that
we must always bear about in our body the dying
of Jesus, so that the life also of Jesus may be made
manifest in our bodily frame (31). Thi.s is why we
ask the Lord in the sacrifice of the Mass that,
"receiving the offering of the spiritual victim.” He
may fashion us for Himself "as an eternal gift"
(32).
13. Popular devotions of the Christian people
are to be highly commended, provided they accord
with the laws and norms of the Church, above aU
when they are ordered by the Apostolic See.
Devotions proper to individual Churches also
have a special dignity if they are undertaken by
mandate of the Bishops according to customs or
books lawfully approv^.
But these devotions .should be so drawn up that
they harmonize with the liturgical .seasons, accord
with the .sacred liturgy, are in some fa.shion derived
from it. and lead the people to it. since, in fact,
the liturgy by its very nature far surpasses any
of them.

II. THE PROMOTION OF IJ T U R fllC A L INSTRUC
TION AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATIO N

14.
Mother Church earnestly desires that all the
faithful should be led to that full, conscious, and ac
tive participation in liturgical celebrations which is
demanded by the very nature of the liturgy. Such
participation by the Christian people as "a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a redeemed
people" (1 Pet. 2:9; cf. 2:4-5). Is their right and
duty by reason of their baptism.
(Continued on Next Page)
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Within
Cycle of
A Year
(C en t From Preceding Page)

CHAPTER V
T H E L IT U R G IC A L Y E A R
102. Holy Mother CTturch is conscious that she
must ceietwate the saving work of her divine Spouse
by devoutly recalling It on certain days throughout
(he course of the year. Every week, on the day
which the has called the Lord's day, she keeps the
memory of the Lord’s resurrection, which she also
celebrates once in the year, together with His
blessed passimi, in the most solemn festival of
Easter.

Within the cycle of a year, moreover, she un
folds the whole mystery of Qirist, from the Incar
nation and birth until the Ascension, the day of
Pentecost, and the expectation of blessed hope and
of the coming of the Lord.
Recalling thus the mysteries of redemption, the
Church opens to the faithful the riches of her Lord’s
powers and merits, so that these are in some way
made present for all time, and the faithful are en
abled to lay hold upon them and become filled with
saving grace.

197. The liturgical year is to be revised so that
Hie traditional customs and discipline of the aacred
seasons shall be preserved or resUwed to soU the
eonditloBs of modem times; their specifk character
is to be retained, so that they duly nourish the piety
of the faithful who celebrate the mysteries of Chris
tian redemption, and above all (he Paschal mystery.
I f certain adaptations are considered necessary on
account of local conditions, they are to be made
In accordance with the provisions of Art. 39 and 49.

cred music, which is the glory of God and the sanetiflcati(m of the faithful, deer m s as foDows.

As regards the language to be used, the provi
sions of Alt. 36 are to be observed; for the Mass,
Art. 54; for the sacraments, Art. 63; for the divine
offlee. A r t 101.
108.
The minds of the faithful must be directed
primarily toward the feasts of the Lord udiereby the
114.
The treasure of sac ed music is to be pre
mysteries of saivatioD are celebrated in the coiirse
served and fostered with great care. Choirs most
of the year. Therefore, Hie proper of the time shall
be dillgeoUy iwomoted, especially io Cathedral
be given the prefCTence wldch is its due over the
churches; bot Bishops and other pastors of souls
feasts of the saints, so that the entire cycle of the
most be at pains to M svre (hat, whenever the sa
mysteries of salvation may be suitably recalled.
cred actloo to to be celebrated with song, the whole
body o f (be faHhfnl may be nMe to contrtoote that
109.
The season of Lent has a twofold diaracter;
active partidpatton w h M is rightly theirs, aa laid
Prim arily by recalling or preparing for Baptism and
down in Art. 28 and 30.
by penance, it disposes the faithful, who more dili
gently bear the word o f God and devote themselves
115.
Great Importance is to be attached to the
to prayer, to celebrate the Paschal mystery. This
teaching and practice of music in seminaries, in the
twofold character is to be brought into greater
novitiates
and
bouses of study of religious of both
prominence both in the liturgy and by liturgical
sexes, and also in other t^tholic institutions and
cateebesis. Hence:
schools. To impart this insuuctlon, teachers are to
be carefully t r ^ e d and put in charge of the teach
a)
More use is to be made of the baptismal
ing of sacred music.
features proper to the Lenten liturgy; some of them,
which u s ^ to flourish in bygone days, are to be re
stored as may seem good.
b)
The same Is to apply to the penitential
elements. As regards instruction it Is important to
stress on the minds of the faithful not only the social
consequences of sin bat also (hat essence of the vlrtoe o f penance which leads to the detestation of
sin as an offence against God; the role of the (Thurch
in penitential practices Is not to be passed over,
and the people most be exhorted to pray for sinners.
lt is desirable also to found higher institutes of
110.
During Lent penance should not be only in
sacred music whenever this can be done.
ternal and individual, but also external and social.
The practice of penance should be fostered in ways
Composers and singers, especiaUy boys, must
that are possible in our own times and in different
also be given a genuine liturgic^ training.
regions, and according to the circumstances of the
faithful; it should be encouraged by the authorities
116.
The Church acknowledges Gregorian ^ a n t
mentioned in Art. 22.
as specially suited to the Roman Utargy: therefore,
•ther thinga being equal, It should be given ^ id e
Nevertheless, let the Paschal fast be kept sa
• f place in litur^cal services.
cred. Let it be celebrated everywhere on Good Fri
day and, where possible, prolonged throughout Holy
But other kinds of sacred music, especially poly
Saturday, so that the Joys of the Sunday o f the
phony. are by no means excluded from iUuriUc^
Resurrection may be attained with uplifted and
celebrations, so long as Ciey accord with the aplrit
clear mind.
of the liturgical action, as laid down In Art. 30.

111.
The saints have been traditionally honored 117.
The typical edition of the books of Gre
In (he Church and their authentic reUci and images
gorian chant is to be com :^ted; and a more critical
held in veneration. For the feasta of the aniats pro
edition is to be prepared of those books already
claim the wonderful works of Christ in Hit servants,
published since the restoration by S t Plus X.
and display to the faithful fitting examples for (heir
Imitation.
It is desirable also that an edition be prepared
containing simpler melodies, for use in small
churches.
Lest the feasts of the saints should take pre
cedence over the feasts which commemorate the
118.
Religious singin.^ by the people is to be
very mysteries of salvation, many of them should
skilluUy fostered, so Hut in devotions and sacred
be left to be celebrated by a particular Church or
exercises,
as
also duriitg Uturgical services, the
104.
The Church has also included in the annual
nation or family of religions; only those riiould be
voices of the faithful may ring out according to the
cycle days devoted to the memory of the martyrs
extended to the universal Church which commemo
norms and requirements of the nd>rics.
and the other saints. Raised up to perfection by the
rate saints who are truly of universal importance.
manifold grace of God, and already in possession
119.
In certain parts of the world, especially
of eternal salvation, they sing God’s perfect praise
mission lands, (here are peaces who have their own
in heaven and offer prayers for os. By celebrating
mnsical traditions, and J u te play a great part In
the passage of these saints from earth to heaven
the Church proclaims the Paschal mystery achieved
their reUgfens and to d a l Bfe. F o r thh reason doe
Importance is to be atta ^ed to (heir inqsie, and a
in the taints who have suffered and been glorifled
smitable place la to be given to R, not only In form
with Christ; she proposes them to the faithful as
ing their attitude toward reUgloa, hot i 1m In adapt
examples drawing all to the Father through Christ,
ing worship to their native genlat, as Indicated la
and tl^ u g h their merits she pleads for God’s favors.
A r t 30 and 40 .
C H A P T E R VI
105.
Finally, in the various seasons o f the year
Therefore, when missionaries are being given
SACRED M USIC
according to her traditional discipline, the Church
training in music, ever)* effort should be made to
completes the formation of the faithful by means of
see
that they become competent in promoting the
112. The musical tradition of the universal
pious practices for soul and body, by instruction,
traditional music o f these peoples, both in schools
Church is a treasure of inestimable value, greater
prayer, and works of penance and of mercy.
and in sacred services, as far at may be practicable.
even than that of any other art. The main reason
for this preeminence Is that, as sacred song united
Accordingly the sacred Council has seen flt to
120.
In the Latin Church the pipe organ Is to be
to
the
words,
it
forms
a
necessary
or
integral
part
decree as follows.
held in high esteem, for It It the traditional musical
of the solemn liturgy.
instrument which adds a wonderful splendor to the
106.
By a tradition handed down from the
CHiurch's ceremonies and powerfully lifts up man’ s
Holy Scripture, indeed, has bestowed praise
Apostles which took its origin from the very day of
mind to God and to higher things.
upon sacred song (42), and the same may be said
Christ’s resurrection, the Church celebrates the
of the Fathers of the Church and of the Roman
Paschal mystery every eighth day; with good reason
But other Instruments also may be admitted
Pontiffs who in recent times, led by St. Pius X> have
this, then, bears the name of the Lord’s day or
for use in divine worship, with the knowledge and
explained more precisely the ministerial function
Sunday. For on this day (Christ’s faithful should
consent of the* competent territorial auHiority. as laid
supplied by sacred music in the service of the Lord.
come together into one place so that, by hearing
down in Art. 23, %2, 37. and 40. This may be done,
the word and taking part in the Eucharist, they
however, only on con<Ution that the instruments
Therefore, sacred music is to be considered the
may call to mind the Passion, the Resurrection, and
are suitable, or can be made suitable, for sacred
the gIorificati<m of the Lord Jesus, and may thank
more holy in proportion as It Is more closely con
use, accord with the dignity of the temple, and truly
God who "has begotten them again, through the
nected with
liturgical action, whether It adds
contribute to the edification of the faithful.
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto a
delight to prayer, fosters unity of minds, or confers
193. In cdebratlng this aamia) cycle o f Christ’s
mysteries, holy Church honors with especial love the
Blessed Mary, Mother of God, who Is Joined by an
inseparable bond to the saving work o f her Son. In
Her the Church holds up and admires the most excdlent fruit of the redemption, and Joyfully con
templates, as in a faultless image, that which she
herself desires and hopes wholly (o he.

living hope" ( I Pet. 1:3). Hence the Lord's day is
the original fea.st day. and it should be proposed to
the piety of the faithful and taught to them so it
may become In fact a day of
and of freedom
from work. Other celebrations, unless they be truly
of greatest importance, shall not have precedence
over the Sunday which is the foundation and kernel
of the whole liturgical year.
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113. litu rgical worship is given a more noble
form when the divine offices are celebrated sol
emnly in song, with the assistance of sacred minis
ters and the active participatioo of the people.

greater solemnity npon the sacred rit^ . But the
Church approves of all forms of t n e art having the
needed qualities, and admits (hem into divine wor
ship.
Accordingly, the sacred (^uncil, keeping to the
norms and precepts of ecclesiastical tradition and
discipline, and having regard to the purpose of sa
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121.
Composers, flH<^ with the Christian spirit,
should feel that t h ^ vocation is to cultivate sacred
music and increase its store of treasures.
Let them produce romposltlons which have (he
qualities proper to gentiine sacred mask, not con(Continoed on Next Page)
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The Divine Office
In Praise of God
(Cont From Precedins Page)
Reserved blessings shaU be rery lew ; reservations shall be in favor only of Bishops or Ordinaries.
L ei ^ v i s i M be ma le that seme sacrameatals,
at least ia special drcmastaaces and at the discretiM of the Ordinary, may be administered by qual
ified lay perssnt.
W. The rite for the consecration of virgins at
present found in the Rsmaa Pontifical is to be re
vised.
Moreover, a rite of religious profession and re
newal o f vows shall be drawn up in order to achieve
greater unity, sobriety, and d f j ^ y . Apart from exceptlons in particular law. this rite should be adopt
ed by those who make Uteir profession or renewal
of TOWS withhi the Mass.
Religious profession dsould preferably be made
within the Mass.
81. The rile for the bnila] o f the dead should
express mere clearly thr Paschal character al Christiaa death, and should csircspend m ^n doscly to
the drcnmitauees and tiaditfsaa found in various
regiotts. This bolds good also for the Uturgicol color
to be used.
8S. The rite fw the burial of i n ^ t s is to be
revised, and a special Mass for the occasion should
be provided.

C H A PT E R IV
T H E D IV IN E O F FIC E
83. Christ Jesus. High Priest of the new and
eternal covenant, taldng human nature, introduced
into this earthly exile that hymn wUch is sung
throughout all ages in the halls of heaven. He joins
the entire community o f mankind to Himself, assodatittg it with His owa singing of this canticle of
divine praise.
For He continues His priestly work through the
agency of His Church, which is ceaselessly engaged
in praising the Lord and interceding for the salva
tion of the whole worhL She does diis, not only by
celebrating the lucbarist, but also In other ways,
especially by praying the divine offlce.
84. By tradiUott F>Ing back to early Christian
times, the divine office is devised so that the whole
coarse of the day and night Is made holy by the
praises of God. Therefore, when this wonderfnl song,
of praise Is rightl/ performed by priests and others
who are deputed for tUs purpose by tiie Churdi’s
ordinance, or by the lalthfol praying together with
the priest in the approved form, then It la truly the
voice of the bride addressed to her bridegroom; It
Is ttie very prayer which Christ Himself, together
with His body, addresses to tiie Father.
85. Hence all who render this service are not
only fulfilling a duty of the Church, but also are
sbmlng in the g r e a t ^ honor of Christ's spouse, for
by offering these prai ses to God they are standing
before God's throne in the name of the Church their
Mother.

86. Priests who are engaged in the sacred pas
toral ministry will offer the praises of the hours
with greater fervor the more vividly they realize
that they must heed S t Paul’s exhortation: "P ra y
without ceasing" ( I Tbess. 5:17). For the work in
which they labor will effect notldng and bring forth
DO fruit except by the power of the Lord who said:
"Without H e you can do nothing" (John 15:5). That
is why the Apostles, instituting deacons, said: "W e
win devote ourselves to prayer and to l^e ministry
of the W ord" (Acts 6:4).
87. In order that the Divine Office may be better
and more perfectly prayed hi existing drcumstances.
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whether by priests or by other members of the
Church, the sacred Council, carrying further the
restoration already so bappdy begun by the Apos
tolic See, has seen fit to decree as follows concern
ing ttte office of the Roman rite.
88. Because the purpose of the Office is to sanc
tify the day. the traditiooal sequence of dw hours is
to be restored so that once again they mny be gen
uinely related to the time of the day when they are
prayed, as far as this may be pottiUe. Moreover.
It
be necessary to take Into account the modem
conditions in which daily Itfe has to be lived, es
pecially by those who are called to labor ia apostolic
wwks.

win

89. Therefore, when the office is revised, these
norms are to be observed:
a ) By the venerable trsditioD of the universal
Church, Lauds as morning prayer and Vespers as
evening prayer are the two hinges on which the daily
Office turns; hence they are to be considered as
the chief hours and are to be celebrated as such.
b ) Compline is to be drawn up so that it
will be a suitable prayer for the « i d of the day.
c ) The hour known as Matins, although it
should retain the character of nocturnal praise when
celebrated In choir, shall be adapted so that It may
be recited at any hour of the day; It shall be made
up of fewer Psalms and longer readings.
d ) The hour of Prime is to be suppressed.
e ) In choir the minor hours of Terce, Sext,
and None are to be observed. But outside choir it
will be lawful to select any one of these three, ac
cording to the respective time of the day.

and of other regulars bound by law or constitu
tions to choral office must celebrate the entire office.

96 . Clerics sot boosd to office In choir, if they
are In major orders, are bouad to pray the entire
office every day, either in common or individually,
as laid down la Art. 89.

In particular cases, and (or a just reason. Or
dinaries can dispense their subjects wholly or in part
from the obligation of reciting the Divine Offlce, or
may commute the obligation.
98. Members of any institute dedicated to ac
quiring perfection who. according to their constitu
tions, are to recite any parts of the Divine Office are
thereby performing the public prayer of the Church.
n e y loo perform the public prayer of the
Church who, ia virtue o f their coasUtnUooa, recite
any short office, provided tills is drawn op after the
pattern o f Che Divine Office and Is duly approved.
99. Since the Divine Office is the voice of (he
Church, that is, of the whole Mystical Body publicly
praising God, those clerics who are not obliged to
office in dioir, especially priests who live together
or who assemble for any purpose, are urged to
pray at least some part of the Divine Office in
common.
A ll who pray the Divine Office, whether in choir
or in common, should fulfill the task entrusted to
them as perfectly as possible: This refers not only
to the internal devotion o f their minds but also to
their external manner of celebration.
It is, moreover, fitting that the Office, both in
choir and in common, be sung when possible.

94. That the day may be truly sanctified, and
that the hours themselves may be recited with spiri
tual advantage, it is best that each of them be
prayed at a time which most closely corresponds
with its true canonical time.
95. Communities obliged to choral office are
bound to celebrate the office in choir every day in
addition to the conventual Mass. In particular:
a ) Orders of canons, of monks and of nuns.
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(Cont. From Preceding Page)
In the restoration and promotion of the sacred
liturgy, this full and active participation by all the
people is the aim to be considered before all else;
for It b the primary and indispensable scarce frem
which the faithful are to derive the true Christian
spirit; and. therefore, pastors • ( souls mast sealonsly strive to achieve It, by meant of the necessary
instruction, la all their pastoral wofk.
Y e t it would be futile to entertain any hopes of
realizing this unless the pastors themselves, in the
first place, become thoroughly imbued with the
spirit and power of the liturgy, and undertake to
give instructimi about i t A prime need, therefore,
is that attention be directed, first of all, to the llturidea! instruction of the clergy. Wherefore the sacred
0>uncn has decided to enact as follows:
15. Professors who are appointed to teach lit
urgy in seminaries, religious bouses of study, and
theological faculties must be properly trained for
their work in institutes which specialize in this sub
je c t
16. The study of sacred liturgy is to be ranked
among the compulsory and major courses in sem
inaries and religious houses of studies; in theolo
gical faculties it is to rank among the principal
courses. It is to be taught under its theological, his
torical. spiritual, pastoral, and juridical aspects.
Moreover, other professors, while striving to ex
pound the mystery of d iris t and the history of sal
vation from the angle proper to each of their own
subjects, must, nevertheless, do so in a way which
will clearly bring out the connection between their
subjects and the liturgy, as also the unity which
underlies all priestly training. H iis consideration is
especially Important for lurofesscM? of dogmatic, spir
itual. and pastoral theology and for those of holy
Scripture.
17. In seminaries and bouses of religious, cler
ics shall be given a liturgical formation in (heir
spiritual life. For this they will need proper direc
tion, BO that they may be able to imderstand the
sacred rites and take pari to them wholeheartedly;
and they will also need personally to celebrate (he
sacred mysteries, as well as popular devotions which
are imbned with the spirit of the liturgy. In addi
tion they must learn how to observe the liturgical
laws, so that life In seminaries and houses of reli
gious may be thoroughly influenced by the spirit
of (he liturgy.

9L So that it may really be possible ia practice
to observe the course of the hours proposed In Art.
89, the Psalms are no longer to be distributed
throughout one week, but throu ^ some longer period
of time.

93. To whatever extent may seem desirable, the
hymns are to be restored to their original form,
and whatever smacks of mythology or III accords
with Christian piety Is to be removed or changed.
Also, as occasion may arise, let other selections
from the treasury of hymns be Incorporated.

In this restoration, both texts and rites should
be drawn up so that they express more clearly the
holy things which they signify; the Christian people,
so far as possible, should be enabled to understand
them with ease and to take part in them fuUy, ac
tively, and as befits a community.
x
Wherefore the sacred CouncU estabUshes the fol
lowing general norms:

tion of Mass and the administration of the sacra*
menu, even (bough every Mass has of itself a pubUe
and social aature.
28.
In liturgical celebrations each person, minis
ter or layman, who has an office to perform, should
do all of, but only, those parts which pertain to his
office by the nature of the rite and toe principles
of Uturgy.
29.
Servers, lectors, commentators, and members
of the choir also exercise a genuine liturgical func
tion. They ought, therefore, to discharge their office
with the sincere piety and decorum demanded by so
exalted a ministry and rightly expected of them by
God's people.

Consequently they must all be deeply imbued
with the spirit
the Uturgy, each in his own meas
ure, and they must be trained to perform their
functions in a correct and orderly manner.
22.
al. Regulation of the sacred Uturgy depends
solely on the authority of the Church, that is, on the
39. To promote active participation, the p e ^ le
ApostoUc See and, as laws may determine, on the
should be encouraged to take part by means o f ac
Bishop.
clamations, responses, psalmody, aatipbons, and
songs, as weB as by actions, gestures, and bodily
a2. In virtue of power conceded by the law. the
attitudes. And at the proper times all should olh
regulation of the liturgy within certain defined Umserve a reverent silence.
its belongs also to various kinds of competent terri

A ) GENERAL NORMS
97. Appropriate instances are to be defined by
the rubrics in which a liturgical service may be
substituted for the divine office.

In revising the Roman office, its ancient and
venerable treasures are to be so adapted that all
those to whom they are handed on may more ex
tensively and easily draw profit from them.

92. As regards the readings, the following shall
be observed:
a ) Readings from Sacred Scripture shall be
arranged so that the riches of God’s word may be
easily accessible in more abundant measure.
b ) Readings excerpted from the works of
the fathers, doctors, and ecclesiastical writers shall
be better selected.
c ) The accounts of martyrdom or the lives
of the saints are to accord with the facts of history.

Liturgy
Reforms

c ) All members of the above communities
who are in major orders or who are solemnly pro
fessed, except for lay brothers, are bound to recite
individually those canonical hours which they do not
pray in choir.

90. The Divine Office, because it is the public
prayer of the Church, is a source of piety and nour
ishment for personal prayer. And, therefore, priests
and an others who take part in the Divine Office
are earnestly exhorted in the Lord to attune (heir
minds to their voices when praying it. The better
to achieve this, let them take steps to improve their
understanding of the liturgy and of the Bible, es
pecially of the Psalms.

The work of revising the psalter, already happily
begun, is to be finished as soon as possible, and is
to take into account the style of Christian Latin, the
liturgical use of Psalms, also when sung, and the
entire tradition of the Latin Church.

Sacred

b ) Cathedral or collegiate chapters are bound
to recite those parts of the office imposed on them
by general or particular law.

elements divinely Instituted, and of elements subject
to change. Hiese not only may but ought to be
changed with the passage of time if they have suf
fered from the intrusion of anything out of barmmiy
with the inner nature of the Uturgy or have become
unsuited to i t

199 . Pastors of souls should see to It (hat (he
chief hours, especially Vespers, are celebrated la
common in church on Sundays and the more solemn
feasts. And the laity, too. are encouraged to recite
the Divine Office, e i^ e r with the priests, or among
themselves, or even individually.
101. %1. In accordance with the centuries-old
tradition of the Latin rite, the Latin language is to
be retained by clerics in the Divine Office. But in
individual eases the Ordinary has the power of
granting the use of a vernacular translation to those
clerics for whom the use of Latin constitutes a grave
obstacle to their praying the office properly. 'Hie
vernacular version, however, must be one that is
drawn up according to the provision of Art. 36.
%2. The competent superior has the power to
grant the use of the vernacular in the celebration
of the Divine Office, even in choir, to nuns and to
members of institutes dedicated to acquiring perfec
tion. both men who are not clerics and women. The
version, however, must be one that is approved.
%S. Any cleric bound to the Divine Office fulfills
his obligation if he prays the Office in the vernacular
together with a group of the faithful or with those
mentioned in %3 above, provided that the text of
the translation is approv^.
(Continned on Next Page)
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torial bodies of Bishops legitimately established.
a3. Therefore, no other person, even if he be a
priest, may add, remove, or change anything in the
Uturgy of his own authority.
23. That sound tradition may be retained, and
yet die way remain open to legitimate progress, a
careful investigation is always to be made into each
part of the Uturgy which is to be revised. This in
vestigation should be theological, historical, and
pastoral. Also the general laws governing the struc
ture and meaning of the Uturgy must be studied in
conjunction with the experience derived from recent
liturgical reforms and from the indults conceded to
various places. Finally, there must be no innovations
unless the good of the Church genuinely and cer
tainly requires them; and care must be taken that
any new forms adopted should In some way grow
organically from forms already existing.

24. Sacred Seriptnre is of the greatest import
ance in the celebration of the Uturgy. For it Is from
Scripture that lessons are read and explained in the
homily, and Psalms are sung; the prayers, Ddlects,
and Uturglcal songs are Scriptural in their Inspira
tion, and it is fr<MB the Scriptures that actions and
signs derive their meaning. Thus to achieve the
restoratioB, progress, and adaptation of the sacred
liturgy. It is esseatial to promote that warm and
living love for Scripture to which the venerable tra
dition of both Eastern and Western Rites gives tes
timony.
25. The liturgical books are to be revised as
soon as possible; experts are to be employed on the
task, and Bishops are to be consulted, from various
parts of the world.

B) NORMS DRAWN FROM THE HIERARCHIC
AND COMMUNAL NATURE OF LITURGY

O

NORMS BASED UPON THE DIDACTIC AND
PASTORAL NATURE OF THE LITURGY

53. Although toe sacred Uturgy is above all
things the worship of the divine Majesty, it likewise
contains much instruction for the fdthful (34). For
in the liturgy God speaks to His people and Christ
is still proclaiming His gospel. And the people reply
to God both by song and prayer.
Moreover, (be prayers addressed to God by the
priest who presides over the assembly In tbe person
of Christ are said In the name of the entire holy
people and of all present. And tbe visible signs ased
by tbe Uturgy to signify invisible divine things have
beeo chosen by Christ or (he Church. Thus not only
when things are read "which were written f<» oar
instruction" (Rom. 15:4). but also when tbe Church
prays or sings or acts, the faith of those taking part
is nourished and their minds are raised to God, so
that (hey may offer Him their rational service and
more abundantly receive His grace.
Wherefore, in the revision of the liturgy, the
following -general norms should be observed:

19.
With zeal and patience, pastors of souls must
promote the liturgical instruction of the faithful, and
also their active participation in the liturgy both
internally and externally, taking into account their
age and condition, their way of life, and standard
of religious culture. By so doing, pastors will be ful
filling one of the chief duties of a faltiiful dispenser
of the mysteries of God; and in this matter they
26. Liturgical services are not private functions,
must lead their flock not only in word but also by
but are celebrations of the Church, which is the
example.
"sacrament of unity," namely, the holy people
20.
Transmissions of the sacred rites by radio united and ordered under their Bishops (33).
and television shall be done with discretion and dig
Therefore, liturgical services pertain to the
nity. under the leadership and direction of a,sui(able
whole body of the Church; they manifest it and have
person appointed for this offlce by the Bishops. This
effects upon it; but they concern the individual mem
is especially important when the service to be broad
bers of the Churrii in different ways, according to
cast is the Mass.
their differing rank, office, and actual participaUoa.
27. It is to be stressed that whenever rites, ac
cording to their specific nature, make provision for
communal celebration involving the presence and
active participation of the faithful, this way of cele
21.
In order that the Christian people may more
brating them is to be preferred, so far as possible,
certainly derive an abundance of graces from the
to a celebration that is individual and quasi-private.
sacred Uturgy. holy Mother Church desires to under
take with great care a general restoration of the Ut
This applies with especial force to the celebra
urgy itself. For the Uturgy is made up of immutable
THE REFORM OF THE SACRED LITURGY
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32. The Uturgy makes distinctions between per
sons according to their Uturgical function and sa
cred Orders, and there are Uturgical laws providing
for due honors to be given to dvO authorities. Apart
from these instances, no spedal honors are to be
paid in tbe Uturgy to any private persons or dasses
of persons, whether In the ceremonies or by ex
ternal display.

As far as possible, notable differences between
the rites used in adjacent regions must be carefully
avoided.

18.
Priests, both secular and religious, who are
already working in the Lord’s vineyard are to be
helped by every suitable means to understand ever
more fully wbat it is that they are doing when they
perform sacred rites; they are to be aided to live
the liturgical life and to share H with the faithful
entrusted to their care.

III.

31. The revision of the Uturgical books must
carefully attend to the provision of rubrics also for
the people's parts.
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34. The rites should be distinguished by a noble
simplicity; they should be short, clear, and unen
cumbered by useless repetitions; they should be
within the people’s powers of com preh ^ion . and
normally should not require much explanation.
35. That the intimate connection between words
and rites may be apparent in the Uturgy:
1) In sacred celebrations there is to be more
reading from holy Scripture, and It is to be more
varied and suitable.
2) Because the sermon Is part of toe liturgical
service, the best place for It Is to be Indicated evea
in the rubrics, as far as the nature of tbe rite will
allow; (he ministry of preaching Is to be fulfilled
with exactitude and fldeUty. The sermon, moreover,
should draw its content mainly from Scriptural and
Uturgical sources, and Hs character should be that
of a proclamation of God's wonderful works in tbe
history o f salvation, the mystery of Christ, ever
made present and active within ns. especially in the
celebration of (he liturgy.
8) Instruction which is more explicitly liturgical
.should also be given in a variety of ways; if neces
sary, short directives to be spoken by the priest
(Continued on Next Pago)
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or proper minister should be provided within the
rites themselves. But they should occur only at the
more suitable moments, and be in prescribed or
similar words.
4) Bible services should be encouraged, especial*
ly on the vlgUs 9t the more solemn feasts, on some
weekdays fat Advent and Lent, and on Snndays and
feast days. They are particularly to be c<Hnmended
in placet where no p ^ s t b available; when this b
so, a deacon or some other person authorized by
the Bbhop should preside over the celebration.
36. %1. Particular law remaining in force, the
use of the Latin language b to be preserved in the
Latin rites.
%2. But since the use of the mother tongue,
whether in the Mass, the adminbtration of the sacramenb, or other perb of the liturgy, frequently
may be of great advantage to the people, the lim lb
of ib employment may be extended. Th b 'w ill apply
in the fln t place to the readings and directives,
and to some ^ the prayers and chanb, according to
the regulations on this matter to be laid down sep
arably in subsequent chapbrs.
%3. These norms being observed, it b for the
cmnpebnt brrttorlal ecclesiastical authority men
tion ^ In Art. 22, %2, to dedde whetfatf, and to what
extent, the veraaeolar langnage is to be used; their
decrees are to be approved, that is, confirmed by
the Aposhriic See. And, whenever it seems to be
eaOed for, thb anthority
to consult with Bbhops
of ncl^boring regions which have the tame
language.

b

%4. Translations from the Latin b x t into the
mother tongue intended for use in the liturgy roust
be aK>roved by the competent brritorial ecclesias
tical authority mentioned above.

D ) NORMS FOR ADAPTING TH E LITU R G Y
TO THE CULTURE AND TRADITIONS OF
PEOPLES

Apostolic See will grant this power to thb same terri
torial ecdeslastical authority to p o m lt and to di
rect, as the case requires, the necessary preliminary
experiments over a debrmined period of time
among certain groups suited for the purpose.
3) Because liturgical laws ofbn involve special
difficulties with respect to adapUtion. particularly
in mission lands, men who are experts in these mat
b r s must be employed to formulab toem.

IV . PROMOTION OF LITU R G IC A L L IF E
IN DIOCESE AND PARISH

41. The Bishop is to be considered as the high
priest of hb flock, from whom the life in Chrbt of
bis faithful b in some way derived and dependent.
Therefore, all should bold to great esteem the
Uturglca] life of the diocese cenbred around the
Blsh(^, especially In his Cathedral cbiirch; they must
be convinced that the pre-eminent manifestation of
the Church consbb in the full active participation
of all God's holy people in these liturgical edebrations, especially to the same Eucharist, to a
stogie prayer, at one altor, at which there presides
the Bish<^ surrounded by his college of priests and
by hb ministers (35).
42. But because it is impassible for the Bishop
always and everywhere to preside over the whole
flodc in his Church, he cannot do other than estabUsh lesser groupings of the faithful. Among these
the parishes, set up locally under a pastor who takes
the place of the Bishop, are the most important:
for in oome manner they represent the visible
Church constituted throughout the world.
And, therefore, the liturgical life of the parish
and i b relationship to the Bbhop must be fostered
theoretically and practically among the faithful and
clergy; efforb also must be made to encourage a
sense of community within the parbh. above all in
the common celebration of the Sunday Mass.

V. TH E PROMOTION OF PASTORAL-UTURGICAL
ACTION
87. Even in the liturgy, the Church has no wish
to impose a rigid uniformity in matbrs which do
not impUcato the faith or the good of the whole
community; rather does she respect and foster the
genius and talenb of the various races and peoples.
Anything In these peoples* way of life which b not
indissolubly bound up with superstition and error
she studies with sympathy and, if possible, preserves
intact. Sometime in fa ^ she admib such things
into the liturgy itself, so long as they harmonize
with ib true and authentic spirit.
38. ProvbioDS shall also be made, when revbing
the liturgical hooks, for legitimate variations and
adaptations to different groups, regions, and peoples,
eq»eclally to mission lands, provided that the substantbl unity of the Roman rite Is preserved; and
thb should be borne to mind when drawing up the
rites and devising rubrics.
39. Within the Umib set by the typical editions
of the liturgical books, it shall be for the competent
brritorial ecclesiastical authority mentioned in Art.
22, %2, to specify adaptations, especially in the case
of the adminbtration of the sacraments, the sacramentab, processions, liturgical language, sacred mu
sic, and the arb, but according to the fundamental
norms laid down in this Constitution.
40. In some pbces and circumstances, however,
an even more radical adaptation of toe liturgy is
needed, and this entails grea br difficulties.

2) To ensure that adaptations may be made
with an the drcumspectiou which they demand, the
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47. At toe Last
Supper,
OD
the
n i ^ t when He was
betrayed, our Sa
vior instituted the
Eucharistic sacri
fice of H b Body
and Blood. He did
thb in order to per
petuate the sacri
fice of the Cross
throughout the cen
turies
until
He
should come again, and so to entrust to H b beloved
spouse, the Churrii, a memorial of H b death and
Resurrection; a sacrament of love, a s i ^ of unity,
a bond of charity (36), a Paschal banquet in which
Chrbt b eaten, the mind b filled with grace, and
a pledge of future glory b given to us (37).
48. The CJburch, therefore, earnestly desires that
Christ’s faithful, when present at this mystery of
faith, should not be there as strangers or silent spec
tators; on the contrary, through a good understand
ing of the rites and prayers they should take part
in the sacred action conscloas of what they are do
ing, with devotion and fall collaboration. They should
be instructed by God’s word and be nourished at
the table of the Lord’s body; they should give thanks
to God; by offering the Immaculate Victim, aot
only through the hands of the priest, but also with
him, they should learn abo to offer themselves;
through Chrbt the Mediator (38), they should be
drawn day by day Into ever more perfect union with
God and with each other, so that finally God may be
all in all.
49. For this reason the sacred Council, having
in mind toose Masses which are celebrated with
toe assistance of the faithful, especially on Sundays
and feasb of obligation, has made the following de
crees in order that the sacrifice of the Mass, even
in the ritual forms of i b celebration, may become
pastorally efticaclous to the fullest degree.
50. The rite of the Mass b to be revised in such
a way that toe intrinsic nature and purpose of ib
several parb, as abo the connection between them,
may be more clearly manifested, and that devout
and active participation by the faithful may be
more easily achieved.
For this purpose the rites are to be simplified,
due care being taken to preserve their subsbnce;
elemenb which, with the passage of time, came to
be duplicated, or were added with but little advan
tage, are now to be toscarded; other elem enb which
have suffered injury through accidenb of hbtory are now to be restored to the vigor which
they had in the days of the holy Fathers, as may
seem useful or necessary.

Single
Act of
Worship
(Cent. From Preceding Page)
regulation laid down in Art. 40 of thb Constitution
b to be observed.
55. That more perfect form of participation in
the Mass whereby the faithful, after the priest’s
(^mmunion, receive the Lord’s body from the same
sacrifice, b strongly commended.
n e dogmatic principles which were laid down
by the Coancil of ’Itent remaining intoct (40), Commonlon nnder both kinds may be granted when the
Bishops think fit, not only to clerics and religious,
bat also to the laity, in cases to be determined by
tile Apostolic See, as, for Instance, to the newly or
dained in tile Maas of their sacred ordination, to
the newly professed in the Mass of their religious
professioa, and to the newly baptized in the Mass
which follows their Baptism.
56. The two parts which, in a certain sense, go
to make up the Mass, namely, the liturgy o f the
word and the Eucharistic liturgy, are so closely
connected with each other that they form but one
single act o f worship. Accordingly thb sacred synod
strongly urges pastors of soub toat, when instruct
ing the faithful, they insistently teach them to take
their part in the entire Mass, especially on Sundays
and feasb of obligation.
57. %1. Concelebration, whereby the unity o f the
priesthood b appropriately manifested, has remained
in use to thb day in the Church both in the East
and in the West. For this reason it has seemed
good to the (touncil to extend permission for concelebration to the following cases:
1. a ) on the Thursday of the Lord’s Supper,
not only at the Mass of the Chrism,
but abo at the evening Mass;
b ) at Masses during councils. Bishops’
conferences, and synods;
c ) at the Mass for the blessing of an
Abbot.

43. Zeal for the promotion and restoration of the
liturgy b rightly held to be a sign of the providential
dispostions of God in our time, as a movement of
the Holy Spirit in His Church. It is today a dis
tinguishing mark o f the Church’s life, indeed o f the
whole tenor of conbmporary religious thought and
action.
So that this pastoral-liturgical action may be
come even more vigorous in the Church, the sacred
Council decrees;
44. It Is desirable that toe competent territorial
ecclesiastical authority mentioned In A r t 22. %2, set
up a liturgical commbslon, to be assisted by ex
perts In liturgical science, sacred music, art, and
pastoral practice. So far as possible the commission
should be aided by some kind of Institute for Pas
toral Liturgy, consisting of persons who are eminent
in these matters, and including laymen as circum
stances suggest Under the direction of the abovementioned territorial
ecclesiastical authority the
commission is to regulate pastoral-liturgical action
throughout the territory, and to promote studies and
necessary experiments whenever there Is question
of adaptations to be proposed to the Apostolic See.
45. For the same reason every diocese is to have
a commission on the sacred liturgy under the di
rection of the Bishop, for promoting the liturgical
apoatolate.

Wherefore:
1) The competent brritorial ecclesiastical au
thority mentioned in Art. 22, %2, must, in this
matter, carefully and prudently consider which elemenb from the traditions and culture of individual
peoples might appropiiately be admitted into divine
worship. Adaptations which are judged to be useful
or necessary should then be submitted to the Apos
tolic See, by whose consent they may be introduced.

TH E MOST SACRED M YSTE RY OF
TH E EUCHARIST

Sometimes it may be expedient that several dio
ceses should form between them one single com
mission which will be able to promote the liturgy
by common consultation.
46. Besides the commission on the sacred litur
gy, every diocese, as far as possible, should have
commissions for sacred music and sacred art.
These three commissions must work in closest
collaboration; indeed it will often be best to fuse
the three of them into one single commission.

Supplement to The Register, Notional Edition

51. The treasures of the Bible are to be opened
up more lavishly, so that richer fare may be pro
vided for the faithful at the table of God’s word, la
this way a more representative portion of the holy
Scriptures will be read to the people in the course
of a prescribed number of years.
52. By means of the homily the mysteries of
the faith and the guiding principles of the Christian
life are expounded from the sacred text, during the
course of the liturgical year; the homily, therefore,
is to be highly esteemed as part of the liturgy it
self; in fact, at those Masses which are celebrated
with the asristance of the people on Sundays and
feasts of obligation, it should not be omitted except
for a serious reason.

2. Abo, with permission of the Ordinary,
to whom it belongs to decide whether
concelebration is opportune:
a ) at conventual Mass, and at the prin
cipal Mass in churches when toe
needs of the faithful do not require
that all the priesb available should
celebrate individually;
b) at Masses celebrated at any kind of
priesb’ meetings, whether the priesb
be secular clergy or religious.
%2. 1. The regulation, however, of the dis

53. Especially on Sundays and feasts of obli
gation there is to be restored, after the Gospel and
the homily, "the common prayer" or "the prayer
of the faithful.” By this prayer, in which the people
are to take part, intercession will be made for holy
Church, for the civil authorities, for those oppressed
by various needs, for all mankind, and for the sal
vation of the entire world (39).

cipline of concelebration in the diocese
pertains to the Bishop.
2. Nevertheless, each priest shall always
retain his right to celebrate Mass in
dividually, though not at the same
time in the same church as a concelebrated Mass, nor on Thursday of
the Ixird’s Supper.

54. In Masses which are celebrated with the
people, a suitable place may be allotted to their
mother tongue. Thb b to apply in the first place to
the readings and ’’the common prayer.” but abo,
as local conditions may warrant, to those parts
which pertain to the people, according to the norm
laid down in Art. 36 of this Constitution.

58. A new rite for concelebration is to be drawn
up and inserted into the Pontifical and into the
Roman Missal.

Nevertheless, steps should be taken so that the
faithful may also be able to say or to sing together
in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the Mass
which pertain to them.

T H E O TH ER SA CR AM E NT S AN D
T H E SA C R AM E N T A LS

And wherever a more extended use of the moth
er tongue within the Mass appears desirable, the

59. The purpose of the sacraments b to sanctify
men, to build up the body of Chrbt, and, finally, to
give worship to God; because they are signs they
also instruct. They not only presuppose faith, but
by words and objeeb they also nouiiab, strengthen.

(Continued on Next Page)
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and express it; that is why they .are called "aacramenb of faith.” ’They do indeed impart grace,
but. in addition, the very act of celebrating them
most effectively disposes the faithful to receive thb
grace in a fniitfol manner, to worship God duly,
and to practice charity.

M. In ptece
the rite called the “ Order- ef
snppl3rlag what was omitted in the Baptism of an
Infantf** a aew rite b to be drawn np. ’IB A shanid
manifest more fittingly and clearly that tiM tnfaat,
baptized by the short rite, lias already heea re
ceived into the Chnrch.

It b , therefore, of the highest importance that
the faithful should easily understand the sacramental
signs, and should frequent with ^reat eagerness
those sacramenb which were Instituted to nourish
the Christian life.

And a new rite b to be drawn up for converb
who have already been validly baptized; it tiiould
Indicate that they are now admitted to communion
with the CHiurch.

€6. Holy Mother Church hat, moreover. Instituted
sacramentab. These are sacred signs which bear a
resemblance to the sacramenb: they signify effeeb,
partlcnlarly of a splritnal kind, wh(ch are obtained
throngh the Church’s intercession. By them men are
dbposed to receive the chief e ffe d of the tacramenb, and various occasions In life are rendered
holy.
^
61. Thus, for well-disposed members of the faith
ful, the liturgy of the sacramenb and sacramentab
sanctifies almost every event In their lives; they
are given access to the stream of divine grace
which flows from the Paschal mystery of the Pas
sion. death, and Resurrection of CHn^t, the fount
from whidi all sacramenb and sacramenbls draw
their power. ’There b hardly any proper use of ma
teria! things which cannot thus be directed toward
the sanctification of men and the praise of God.
62. With the passage of time, however, there
have crept into toe rites of the sacramenb and
sacramentals certain features which have rendered
their nature and purpose far from clear to the
people of today; hence some changes have become
necessary to adapt them to the needs of our own
times. For this reason the sacred Council decrees
as follows concerning their revision.

63. Because Uie use of Uie mother tongue in the
adminbtration of the sacramenb and sacramentals
can often be of considerable help to the people,
this use b to be extended according to the following
norms:

76. Except during Eastertide, Baptismal water
may be blessed within the rite of Baptism ib elf
by an approved shorter formula.
71. ’The rite of Confirmation b to be revised and
toe intimate connection which this sacrament has
with toe whole of Quistian irltiation b to be more
clearly set forth; for this ri'ason it b fitting for
candidates to renew their baptismal prombes just
before they are confirmed.
Confirmation may be gives within the Mass when
convenient; when It b given oublde the Mass, the
rite that b used should be Introduced by a formnla
to be drawn up for this pun^ose.
72. The rite and formulas for the sacrament of
Penance are to be revised so that they more clearly
express both toe nature and eTect of the sacrament.
73. "Extreme Unction,” which may also and
more fittingly be called "anointing of the sick,” b
not a sacrament for toose only who are at the point
of death. Hence, as soon as tmy one of toe faithful
begins to be in danger of d'^tii from si<±nes8 or
old age, toe fitting time for him to receive this sac
rament has certainly already arrived.
74. In addition to the t^ a ra te rites for anofaiting of the sick and for Viatirnm, a conttanons rite
shall be prepared according to which the sick maa
b anointed after he has made hb confession aid
before he receives Viaticum.
75. The number of the anointings b to be adapt
ed to the occasion, and the prayers which belong to
toe rite of anointing are to b<; revised so as to cor
respond with the varying coniitions of the sick who
receive the sacrament.

a ) The vernacular language may be used in
administering the sacramenb and sacramentals, ac
cording to toe norm of Art. 36.
b) In harmony with the new edition of the
Roman Ritual, particular rituals shall be prepared
without delay by the competent territorial ecclesi
astical authority mentioned in Art. 22. %2, of this
Constitution. These rituals, which are to be adapted,
also as regards the language employed, to toe
needs of the different regions, are to be reviewed
by the Apostolic See and then introduced into the
regions for which they have been prepared. But in
drawing up these rituals or particular collections of
rites, the instructions prefixed to the individual rites
in the Roman Ritual, whether they be pastoral and
rubrical or whether they have special social import,
shall not be omitted.
64. The catechumenate for adulb. comprising
several dbtinct steps, is to be restored and to be
taken into use at the discretion of the local Ordinary.
By this means toe time of the catechumenate. which
is intended as a period of suitable instruction, may
be sanctified by sacred rites to be celebrated at
successive intervals of time.
65. In mission lands it is found toat some of
the peoples already make use of initiation rites. Ele
menb from these, when capable of being adapted to
C3iristian ritual, may be admitted along with those
already found in Christian tradition, according to
the norm laid down In Art. 37-40 of this Constitution.
66. Both of the rites for the Baptism of adulb
are to be revised: not only the simpler rite, but
also the more solemn one, which must take into ac
count the restored catechumenate. A special Mass
” for the conferring of Baptism” Is to be Inserted
into the "Roman Missal.”
67. The rite for the Baptism of infanb is to be
revised, and it should be adapted to the circum
stance that those to be baptized are, in fact, infants,
ITie roles of parenb and godparents, and also their
duties, should be brought out more clearly in the
rite ibelf.
68. ’The Baptismal rite should contain varianb,
to be used at the discretion of the local Ordinary,
for occasions when a very large number are to
baptized together. Moreover, a shorter rite is to be
drawn up, especially for mission lands, to be used
by c a t e ^ s b , but also by the faithful In general
when there is danger of death, and neither priest
nor deacon b available.
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76. Both the ceremonies and texb of toe or
dination rites are to be reybed. Ih e address given
by the Bishop at the beginnln;{ of each ordination or
consecration may be in the mother tongue.
When a Bishop b conseci ated, the laying on of
hands may be done by all the Bishops present.
77. The marriage rite now found in the Rooun
Ritual is to be revised and e iricfaed in such a way
that the grace of the sacrament b more c le a i^
signified and the duties of the spouses are taught.
" I f any regions are wont to use other prabewhrtoy customs and ceremonies when celebrating
the sacrament of Matrimony, the sacred Synod
earnestly desires that these by all means be re
tained” (41).
Moreover the competent territorial ecclesiastical
authority mentioned in Art. 2!, %2, of thb Onistitution b free to draw up its own rite suited to the
usages of place and people, according to the provi
sion of Art. 63. But the rite must always conform
to the law that the priest assisting at the marriage
must ask for and obtain to<3 consent of the Con
tracting parties.
78. Matrimony b nonnally to be celebrated
within the Mass, after the reading of the Goopel
and the homily, and before “ the prayer o f the faith
ful.” The prayer for the bride, duly amended to
remind botii spouses of their equal obligation to re
main faithful to each other, may be saU in the
mother tongue.
But if the sacrament of M atrlmony b celebrated
apart from Mass, the Epistle- and Gospel from tiie
Nuptial Mass are to be read at toe beginning of the
rite, and the blessing should always be given to tiie
spouses.
79. The sacramentab are to undergo a revision
which takes into account the primary prindpie of
enabling the faithful to partli i ^ t e intelligently, ac
tively, and easily; the circtmstances of our own
days must also be considered. When rituab are re
vised, as laid down in A r t 63. new sacramentab
may also be added as the need for these becomes
apparent
(Continued on Next Fage)
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