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Bishop of Charleston, ^Defender of Faith'

A Sermon That Made History—140 Years Ago
By Thomas E . Kissling
Washington — (N C W C ) —
A Catholic Bishop preached a
two ■ hour discourse on the
principal
doctrines
of
the
Catholic Church before Con
gress and the President of the
United States, just 140 years
ago — a sermon that made
history because of the cir
cumstances of its delivery.
While
in Washington
on
business. Bishop John Eng
land of Charleston, S. Car.,
was invited by a committee of
Congress to preach there on
Sunday, Jan. 8, 1826.
It was not unusual at that
time to hold religious services
in the Capitol building and in
other government facilities in
Washington. However, it was
the first time a Catholic Bish
op had been invited to address
a joint gathering of Congress.
The 40-year-old Bishop was
a native of Cork, Ireland,
where he was consecrated on
Sept. 21, 1820, as the first
Bishop of the newly erected
Diocese of Charleston, which
then included South Carolina,
North Carolina, and Georgia.

B ish op John England o f C h a rle sfen , $. Cor.

IT IS SAID that he refused
to take the customary oath of
allegiance to England, stating
that he intended to become
an American citizen, which
he did.
He arrived in Charleston in
December, 1820, and in less
than two years had estab

lished (June 5, 1822) the U.S.
Catholic Miscellany, the first
distinctively
Catholic news
paper here.
Through the columns of his
own paper and the few secular
papers that gave him the cour
tesy of space to answer the
rampant attacks
upon the
Catholic beliefs, he soon be
came known as an “ outstand
ing ‘Defender of the Faith.' “
Unfortunately, there is no
vei'batim record of most of
his addresses and sermons.
He spoke extemporaneously
without pre-written copy, re
lying
upon
an
exhaustive
knowledge and command of
his subject.
Sometimes he w as prevailed
upon, after delivery of a pub
lic address, to write down the
substance of his rem arks, and
these have been published in
several editions of his works.
SH O R TLY B E F O R E his ap
pearance before Congress, he
gave the Christmas sermon at
St. Patrick’s church in Wash
ington, D.C., and delivered
what one reader of the Daily
National
Intelligencer
de
clared was “ one of the most
eloquent, argumentative, and
interesting
statements
ever
pronounced, as regarding the
civil,
moral,
and
religious
condition of man, by the es
tablishment of Christianity.”
The sermon was, in fact, a
reply to a long oration de

Author Loves Laughter;
Reflected in Writings
By Ken Clark

K
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Richard
Arm our’s
eyes
sparkle almost as puckishly
as the wit with which he lampoon.s everything from Shake
speare to adolescence.
But whether in the pages of
his 30 books and 5,000 pieces
of magazine-published
light
verse and humor, or in an
interview >— such as the one
given recently in Denver to
the Register — it is the words
which mark the man.
They pour out of him in a
vivid torrent, painting the pic
ture of a professor too restless
for any ivory tower and of a
satirist too much in love with
life to take it very seriously.
BY
HIS own
admission,
Richard Armour really is sev
eral men sharing the same
body. His past 30 years, he
says, have been spent deaning. teaching, traveling, lec
turing, writing, and working
himself up to the rank of
colonel in Arm y service both
in World W ar II and in Korea.
While
he
obviously
has
thrived in all areas, it is in
writing that he has blazed the
brightest trail.
His pen, dipped in a combi
nation of what he calls “ sat
ire, which is an acid, and
humor, which is an alkaline.”
has turned out such classics
in hilarity as “ It All Started
With Columbus” — a cockeyed
view of American history: “ ^t
.All Started With M arx” — an
explanation
of Communism
guaranteed to establish the
author’s residence in Siberia
if the Reds ever take over;
and “ Through Darkest Adoles
cence” — a lampoon on the
world of the teenager of which
the teenagers themselves are
among the most avid readers.
Says
Armour,
“ Humor
makes you laugh while satire
makes you think. You’ve got
to blend the two. I like to
think
I ’m teaching
people
something while I ’m making
them laugh.”
A good example of the tech
nique may be found in A r
mour’s “ Twisted Tales from

Shakespeare” — a volume
which will delight the student
who needs to know the gist of
the bard’s plots; but one, it
must be warned, which may
produce apoplexy in the pur
ist who has become somber
enough to view the classic
plays as sacred.
TO
ARM OUR,
a Shake
spearean
scholar
himself,
nothing
outside
the
New
Testament is too sacred for
his pen. H ere, for example, is
how he relates the famous
duel between Tybalt and Mercutio in “ Romeo and Juliet.”
The two have met and ex
changed insults in the public
square. A s Romeo looks on,
they d raw their swords and
have at it:
“ As they fight. Romeo steps
between them, his courage
matched only by his stupidity.
Tybalt thrusts under Romeo’s
arm and stabs Mercutio and
flies. W e are not told what
happened to the flies, but M er
cutio is in a bad way.
“ ‘I am hurt,’ he groans in
one of the greatest under
statements in all Shakespeare.
“ ‘Courage, man. the hurt
cannot be much,’ says Romeo,
who fails to notice that his
friend is standing up to his
ankles in blood.
“ Not until Mercutio is dead
does Romeo appreciate the
seriousness of the situation.
Then he vow s to get back at
Tybalt for his underhanded
underarm thrust. Completely
forgetting about Tybalt’s being
a relative on his wife’s side
(Romeo
has
just
married
Juliet),
Rom eo
unsheathes,
feints, parries, and thrusts.
‘Tybalt F a lls,’ we are told,
and in a Shakespearean trag
edy this usually means he is
dead, which turns out to be
the case.”
IN A footnote — his books
are full of footnotes — Armour
pokes fun at the fact that
Tybalt, having “ flown.” some
how reappears long enough to
be killed by Romeo. Armour
explains he has returned to
the scene “ probably to re
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A t A e g is Dfreefors’ Dinner
A. M. (B ud) Ellerhy, left, president of E lear Fence com
pany, Denver, and chairman of (he Regis Directors the past
two years, chats with Dr. Richard <^rmour lecturer and author,
at the annual Regis Directors dinner neld at the college re
cently. Dr. Armour was the main speaker for the banquet.

trieve his sword, which he
left sticking in Mercutio.”
Such lighthearted treatment
of what long has been consid
ered
a
form idable
heavy
classic is typical of Arm our’s
style.
His first three books, which
he describes as “ scholarly
works,” came out 30 years
ago, and he hasn’t been de
liberately scholarly since.

A VO R A C IO U S reader, he
can and will hold forth at
length on almost any subject.
In more areas than Shake
speare, he thinks people take
things too seriously.
O f education, he says: “ The
concept of ‘publish or perish’
for a college profersor is a
bad one, and it’s dying. Col
leges now are looking for
really good teachers, whether
they publish or not. A truly
dedicated
professor
should
want his students to get ahead
of him in his field.”
Of sex: “ People take it so
seriously — as if it w ere the
biggest thing in life. If they
could see the hum or in sex
and laugh at themselves, we
wouldn’t have nearly so high
a rate of promiscuity, illegit
imacy, and crumbling mor
als.”
Of student demonstrations:
‘•Students are brighter today.
They are critical and they
doubt their professors and the
school curricula. This is good,
but
administrators
should
know where to d raw the line
on their behaviour. Students
still
are
adolescents
and
they’re pressing to see howfa r they can go — how much
freedom they can get. Their

teachers
must teach them
what freedom under the law
really is and keep lines of
communication open; but stu
dents should be stopped when
they go too fa r.”
Of politics; “ The line down
the middle isn’t just a line.
It’s a broad path between the
extremes of left and right.
The
intelligent
American
should walk that path, some
times to the left and some
times to the right. But never
should he step over into the
fringe where passion rules in
stead of thought.”
FOR HIS latest book-length
effort, he has returned to the
college campus, which has oc
cupied so much of his life, to
administer
a
good-natured
needling of the American col
lege system.
The book, entitled “ Going
Around in Academ ic Circles,”
is dedicated “ To Socrates:
The First Professor to Drink
Himself to Death.”
With a wide grin. Armour
admits he wanted to dedicate
it “To Education: The World’s
Second Oldest Profession.”
“ M y publishers were afraid
of that one.” he says.
M A N Y O F his fellow pro
fessors m ay be afraid of the
one the publishers accepted;
and equally afraid of the book
it introduces. But whatever
the volume’s indictment of out
moded practices now shackling
American education, they can
rest assured it will make them
laugh at themselves in spite
of themselves.
And that, according to A r
mour, is the only kind of ar
mor the world really needs to
stay alive.

Catholic Population
Growth Still Ebbs
N ew York — Catholic pop
ulation growth in the United
States has dropped to its
lowest level in several years,
according to figures just re
leased by the National Council
of Churches.
In 1964 Catholic growth was
1.7 per cent — just .2 of a per
cent above the total population
growth. This w as com pared to
a 2.4 per cent growth in 1963
and a 2.3 per cent growth in
1962.
Catholic
m em bership
fig
ures were listed as 45.640,619.
compared with 44,874.371 in
1963.
Church attendance also has
been slowly and steadily de
clining since 1958, when it
was 47 per cent, to 1964, when
it w as 45 per cent as stated
in a table prepared by the
American Institute of Public
Opinion and printed in the
National Council of Churches’
1966 “ Yearbook of American
Churches.”
Yearbook
statistics
show
membership in all religious
bodies
increasing
“ slightly
less than two per cent” dur
ing 1964, while the country’s
population grew less than 1.5
per cent.

Figures based on a national
sample of adults for one Sun
day show on the other hand
that church attendance re
mained at 45 per cent in 1964.
The all-time high was 49 per
cent in 1958.
P R O T E S T A N T bodies re
porting numbered 221 with a
total membership of 68,299.478
as against 66,854.200 for the
previous year. This is a gain
of 1,445.278 or two per cent.
.An increase of $16 million
in the annual value of new
religious building construction
—- from $995,000,000 in 1963 to
$1,011,000,000 in 1964 — is re
corded in a table from the
U.S.
Department
of Com
merce. The figure for 1963 in
dicated a sharp drop of $40
million
from the previous
year.
A “ Yearbook” table shows
that Protestants were 27 per
cent of the U.S. population In
1926; 33.8 per cent in 1950;
35.4 per cent In 1960: and 35.9
per cent in 1964. 'The Catholic
population rose from 16 per
cent in 1926 to 23.3 per cent
In 1960 and 23.9 per cent in
1964.

livered by the then Secretary
of State John Quincy Adams
on July 4, 1821, before the
U.S. Congress on the subject
of ‘‘Religious Reformation.”
Adams, on several occasions
before and after he became
President of the United States,
was often critical of the Cath
olic Church. His tirade against
“ the usurpations of kingcraft
and priestcraft” filled two full
pages of the Intelligencer.
When requests were made
of the daily paper, which had
a national circulation, to pub
lish Bishop England’s sermon
(Christmas, 1825), the publish
ers declared: “ We cannot con
sent to open our columns,
either to theological contro
versies or to pulpit discourses
. . . The character of the Bish
op stands high, and we have
heard much of the persuasive
eloquence of his discourses.
Rut . . . we understand by the
freedom of the press, is the
freedom of its proprietors and
conductors from restraint or
coercion. There is no claim
to the use of this press that is
not subject to the absolute and

independent will of its pro
prietors, exercised according
to their judgment of right and
expediency.”
SH ORTLY following this dec i s i o n of the publishers,
friends of Bishop England in
formed him that members of
Congress would like him to
speak before them on the sub
ject of religion. After secur
ing permission of Archbishop
Ambrose Marechal, S.S., of
Baltimore, and the chaplain
of the House of Representa
tives. he consented to appear
there on Sunday, Jan. 8, 1826.
“ Amongst some of the best
informed, and best disposed
citizens,” he explained, “ I
had frequently found serious
mistakes as to the tenets of
the Roman Catholic Church
in their regard . . . I believed
I would be abiding in the pro
motion of good feeling and
harmony by using the oppor
tunity thus given to me, in
fairly explaining those mis
takes.”
Speaking before a capacity
audience in the ball of the

House
of
Representatives
which
included President
John Quincy Adams, he said:
“ My brethren, the peculiar
circumstances in which I find
myself placed in this respec
table assemblage are to me
the cause of some embarrass
ment; for 1 look upon the sit
uation in which I .stand to be
one of extreme delicacy. I am
a minister of a religion pro
fessed by a minority of our
citizens, standing . . . before
the legislature of the nation,
to address you on the subject
of religion . . . the first clergy
man of the Church to which I
belong, who has had the honor
of addressing you from this
(the Speaker’s ) chair . . . Let
us first examine the general
principles of our religion . . .
and how we ascertain the fact
of revelati^'n.”
HE C O N T IN U E D , slowly,
calmly, without benefit of
notes, in a logical explanation
of the beliefs of the Catholic
Church, while his audience
listened in rapt and respectful
attention.

In answering one of the oftrepeated accusations against
the Papacy, he declared. “ It
is not a tenet of our Church
that we must persecute all
those who differ from us.” He
explained the action of the
Lateran Council of 1215, under
Pope Innocent III, the first
canon of which condemned
certain heresies of the time.
President Adams, arriving
late, had difficulty obtaining a
scat for the address. He later
remarked in his Memoirs that
Bishop England commented
“ with great ingenuity” upon
this decree of the Lateran
Council.
He did admit that the Bish
op’s defense of the Catholic
Church was “ altogether con
ciliatory and in the true Chris
tian temper . . . and he closed
by
reading
an admirable
pray er."
This
was
P ray er for
composed by
roll in 1791,
all Catholic
archdiocese.

no doubt the
Civil Authorities
Bishop John Carand still read in
churches of the
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An Evoluofion of Papacy's Role
THE
E N G L IS H
CHURCH
AND T H E P A P A C Y IN M ID 
D LE AG E S, Edited by C. II.
Lawrence;
Fordham Press;
242 pages; $6.

will know a bit more than the
two ladies thought they would,
and rather less than Dr. Dug
gan had supposed. — (Jam es
A. Brundage in “ Am erica” )

The central theme of this
book, as the title indicates, is
the history of the varying re
lationships
between
the
papacy and the Church in
England during the Middle
Ages. The development of this
theme is divided into six
chronological periods, each
treated by a different author.
Miss Kathleen Hughes of
Newnham
College.
Cam 
bridge, leads off with a brisk
and lucid survey of the con
tacts
between
the
Celtic
Church and the Holy See be
fore
the
Anglo-Saxon
in
vasions. This is followed by a
chapter by Prof. M argaret
Deanesly, form erly of the Uni
versity of London, on AngloPapal relations in the period
between the coming of St. Au
gustine and the landing of
William the Conqueror. Dr.
Charles Duggan, also of the
University of London, con
tinues the theme with a treat
ment of the period from the
Norman conquest to the death
of King John.
The remaining years of the
13th century are treated in the
following chapter by C. H.
Lawrence, another Londoner,
and the 14th century is treat
ed by W. .A. Pantin. of Oriel
College, Oxford. The book
closes with a chapter on the
15th century by Prof. F. R. H.
DuBoulay of London.
Although each of the au
thors approaches the central
theme somewhat differently,
there is a strong emphasis
throughout on the history of
the administrative and juridi
cal machinery through which
the papacy exerci.sed its au
thority over English prelates
and people. Perhaps it is
worth emphasizing, too. a
point that Prof. David Know
les makes in his brief fore
word: That despite the fact
that the authors differ among
themselves in their religious
beliefs, there is no substantial
disagreement among them in
their evaluation of the papa
cy’s role in the medieval Eng
lish religious system. The
work of historians during the
past century throughout E u
rope, as Knowles remarks,
“ has made it not only possi
ble but necessary for those of
every religious denomination
to tell what amounts to the
same story when writing the
history of the medieval papa
cy.”
One senses, however, that
the authors are not altogether
agreed about just what sort
of audience they are ad
dressing. Miss Hughes and
Prof. Deanesly seem to have
had a serious, adult, well-in
formed
audience in mind,
and their remarks do not ap
pear to be directed primarily
to professional historians. Dr.
Duggan, on the other hand,
seems in his chapter to pre
suppose that his readers have
a fairly considerable fam iliar
ity with medieval English his
tory. He refers, for example,
in a rather off-hand way to
the L iber Llandavensls, as if
it were a book likely to be
fam iliar to his audience.
(One m ay wonder just what
percentage of candidates for
honors degrees in history, say
at Cam bridge — where Dug
gan took his doctorate —
would have been able to iden
tify this 12th-century miscel
lany had a question about it
appeared on their Tripos ex
aminations this year.)
Mr. Law rence and Prof. Du
Boulay, in the last two chap
ters, seem to agree in the as
sumption that their readers

Im p o rta n t B io g r a p h y
W ITH O U T F E A R OR FA VOR,
by
W alker
Lew is;
Houghton; 537 pages; $7.50.
Roger Brooke Taney, the
fifth Chief Justice of the
United States, has been well
served by this new biography.
Its author. W alker Lewis, a
Washington corporation law 
yer, has done a careful and
thoughtful job in placing his
subject in the social and in
tellectual context of his time.
In dealing with Chief Jus
tice Taney, this is extremely
important. For Taney, whose
life spanned the era from the
American Revolution to the
Civil W ar. was conditioned by
social, economic and political
factors quite different from
those that have conditioned
many of his critics.
Born in 1777 to a Southern
Maryland landed family, T a 
ney was educated privately
and then at Dickinson College,
in Carlisle, Pa.
His legal career, prior to
his appointment as Chief Jus
tice. included private practice
at Frederick and Baltimore,
and .service as M aryland’s
Attorney General and later
as President Jackson’s Attor

ney General and Secretary of
the Treasury.
During hi.s early years, Ta
ney was no stranger to poli
tics and political controversy.
The nature of the cases he
participated in and the causes
he espoused guaranteed that.
His name was no stranger to
attacks in newspaper col
umns. As a Jackson appoint
ment to the Court, he was to
give the Court a quite differ
ent orientation from that of
his predecessor, John M ar
shall.
Taney was Chief Justice for
28 years, until his death in
1864. Through the Court pa.ssed many cases in which the
delicate mechanism of Feder
al-State relationships wa.s to
be adjusted. The Taney Court
gave great stress to the riglits
of Stite government and the
constitutionally limited power
of the Federal government,
reversing the more centralist
directicp
of
the
Mar.shall
Court.
The dec-s’on for which T a
ney is most remembered is
the Dred Scott decision, which
has been credited by some
with being a major cause of
the Civil War.
Mr. Lewis
places the history of the case
and the legal issues Involved
in the context of their times,
so that a careful reader can
gel some idea of the pro
ceedings as Taney and the
Court saw and heard them.
Central to the issue was a
basic
philsophical
conflict:
Was slavery permissible only

as a result of specific legisla
tion. or was slavery to be for
bidden only as a result of
specific legislation? It is this
conflict that provided the ra 
tionale of Dred Scott.
In his private life, Taney
w as the
prototype of the
courtly ante-bellum Southern
gentleman: rigorous in tne
standards of honor and integ
rity he applied to himself,
fair and considerate of oth
ers.
The
Catholicism (hut
shaped his life and habits was
a very personal thing, some
thing to which he referred in
frequently, if at all, in his
public writings or statements.
Whether or not we would
subscribe today to all Taney’s
views on economic or social
problems, his latest biograph
er has none the less enabled
us to understand him, his
times and the issues he faced,
with great clarity and with
not a little wit and charm.—
(M au rice .Adelman, Jr., in
“ A m erica” )

Dialogue Sla te d
San Francisco — A CatholicJewish Dialogue will be held
Jan. 24-25 at the University
of San Francisco on the ques
tion of the role religion has
in human affairs. The confer
ence is sponsored by the uni
versity and by the Anti-Defa
mation League of B'nai B’rith
in cooperation with the Arch
diocese of San Francisco and
the Northern California Board
of Rabbis.
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Pope's M essages
To Red Leaders,
So. Vietnamese

'Index' M ay G o Out,
But Not Book Listing
Vatican C i t y — The Index I an official of the
ef Forbidden Books as it named Doctrinal
x u iw iu u v
has announced,
now stands may become

recenUy re  same congregation said the in
Congregation ner logic of the Pope’s new
ground rules points to some list:
or other of dangerous books.
simply a historical document” ! But another official of the
He said that if certain books
are to be disapproved in some
manner or other, it would be
reasonable to expect to find a
list of them.
In giving a new name to the
former Congregation
of
the
Holy Office. Pope Paul V I abol
ished the office of censor of
stopping at the beds of each books.
Rome — “ It is innocent suf
fering which provides salva of 150 children, some dying from
However, he did specify that
bone
cancer
and the
tion.” Pope Paul V I said on the leukemia,
reorganized
congregation
terminal
diseases,
he
Feast of the Epiphany (Jan. 6) other
would still examine books, and
when he visited a hospital for blessed them and left them reli if necessary disapprove of them
children suffering from varied gious articles and a traditional formally.
holiday cake.
ill
“ Just how this will be done
The Pope called the young
The visit visibly moved the
sters “ our saviors, who teach
us
how
to
live
and the Pope, who smiled rarely and
sentiments which must inspire with effort. He said he w as not
indifferent to the enchantment
civilized people.”
When he asked one seven- of children, “ but joy seems to
year-old boy, swollen by an in be far aw ay from here, where
curable disease, what he wanted the mystery of unhappy child
from Befana (the bringer of hood is being enacted.” It is a
gifts at Epiphany), the boy “ tragic and cruel spectacle,” he
cried, “ To be cured,” and burst said.
Florence, Italy — Addressing
into tears.
the closing session of the Second
He
gathered
the
children National Conference of Priests
The Pope’s own eyes welled
with tears and he clasped the around him, recited prayers in Italy, Federico Alessandrini,
boy silently for several mo with them and showed them the associate editor of L ’Osservatore
large wooden figures of the Holy Romano, Vatican City newspa
ments.
Fam ily that he had brought as per, said that the Church is “ not
a gift to the hospital. Then, to engaged in a battle with atheis
gether with the children, he be tic Communists, but seeks to
gan making a Christmas crib promote
an
evangelization
with the figures.
among them conducted in a
Special words of “ great, great spotlight of charity.”
esteem” went to the pediatric
Alessandrini declared:
ians who “ find not even a re
“ It is impossible to maintain
sponse to their efforts, because
they lavish their care on beings a dialogue with atheism, but
ui

Following are translations of four messages of Pope
Paul V I sent at the beginning of 1966 to Communist and
South Vietnam leaders:

To S o v ie t P re sifio n I N ik o l a i P o d g o r a y :
The memory of the sufferings
and griefs of the Russian peo
ple during the last World War
encourages us to address a re
spectful and urgent appeal to
Your Excellency to endeavor
to favor a just solution of the
Vietnam problem.
The conflict which bathes this
unfortunate country in blood
represents a grave threat for
world peace. W e are convinced
that an intervention of your gov
ernment would redound to its
honor in the light of history. It
could have great weight in lead

invalid Children Called
^Our Saviors' by Pope

ing the belligerents to suspend
hostilities as the prelude of a fi
nal pacification, permitting the
beginning of the work of recon
struction of the country in inde
pendence.
Interpreting the anxious de
sire for peace which moves all
mankind, we trustingly address
to you this appeal and at the
same time we express before
God at the
beginning of the
new year the most fervent good
wishes for the prosperity of the
Russian people, who are always
so dear to us.

On the threshold of the new
year we desire to renew to the
dear Vietnamese people the
wish of our heart; that a peace
in justice and love may mark
the beginning of a long period
of peaceful activities, the source
of happiness and prosperity.
Our prayer continues to rise
trustingly toward God, while we
once more insist that nothing
be neglected to achieve a peace

P o p e o r d a in s

Obedience to Bishop
By Priest Stressed

which is so deeply desired and
which will free mankind from a
terrible threat. To this end we
beseech all those who are re
sponsible not to undertake ac
tions which might lead to a re
sumption of the violent combat
and of air bombardments.
With this hope we once more
express our cordial and sincere
good wishes to the Vietnamese
people and to Your Excellency.

Cardinal Jl/lediator Caught
In Strike Power Plays

To N g u y e n va n T hieu, p r e s id e n t o f th e
N a t io n a l L e a d e rsh ip C o m m it t e e of
S o u th V ie tn a m :

^1
J MJ
t /O S S I llf iC i n C iS

j

To P r e s id e n t Jo h n so n

Graham Greene
Cited by Queen

Suppose We Send
A Check for a Change!

Record Unify Week Seen
For Britain's Churches

Rome — The beginning of
the Jubilee that Pope Paul VI
proclaimed to mark the con
clusion of the Second Vatican
Council was observed for the
Diocese of Rome by Cardinal
Luigi T raglia, the Pope's
Vicar General, who presided
at a Pontifical Mass in the
Archbasilica of St. John Lateran.
Cardinal Traglia told the
congregation that the jubilee
which
will
continue until
Pentecost Sunday (M ay 29),
was intended as a time of
special prayer for the suc
cessful implementation of the
decrees of Vatican Council ll.

Man 75 receives

10

This is a fitting symbol of
the spirit and practice of com
mon prayer which have grown
so rem arkably during the Vati
can Council and which are ac
lively commended in paragraph
8 of the Council’s Decree
Ecumenism.
I
hope
that
w herever possible there will be
local gatherings for common
prayer on as wide a basis as
possible. . .” he said.
The joint use in Britain of the
sam e unity prayer leaflet by
Catholics and other Christians
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A m issionary visiting our office told o f a couple
w ho, after becom ing Christians, continued to pracfice p a g a n sorcery. W hen questioned, they denied
reverted to such evil practices. The
m issionary w a s still doubtful so he aske d the couple
if they w ou ld be w illing to sw e a r to the truth o f their
statements on the Bible.
They both too k the oath
a n d w i t h i n seconds
dropped dead.
T o d ay there is a ge n 
eral tendency to d e n y
the existence o f the
devil, a n d never is he so
pow erful a s w h e n m en
sa y he does not exist.
G o d defines H im se lf a s
* i A m W h o A m ” o r “ It
Is M y N ature To Be.”
The devil defines him self
a s “ I a m not.” A n inci
dent of the k in d de
scribed b y this m ission
a ry m akes us a w a re of him w h o m O u r Lord calls the
“Prince of this W orld.” The only thing that he w ill
ever have w ill be this w orld. N ever w ill he g a in
heaven a n d in the end only the m aterial carcass of
a n atom ic blast w ill be his final possession. W e w h o
believe In Christ, the Savior o f the w orld , h o v e the
positive task of being w itnesses o r m issionaries of
His nam e. W e also have the negative task o f resist
in g the g r o w in g pow er of the devil, not o n ly in his
collective m ystical bo d y of Anti-Christ o r o f C om 
m unism but also in his m ore dem ocratic d isgu ise
w here w e see only his tail.
D oes the devil insinuate him self into the
C hurch? W e can hardly deny it since Peter the Rock
becam e the stum bling stone w h e n he adm itted the
D ivine Christ a n d denied the Suffering Christ. The
devil is in our Church w hen he tells us “ Build u p yo ur
parish halls a n d forget the other parishe s o f the
w orld. Increase yo u r surpluses a n d ignore the poor
bishops in Latin Am erica w h o have fo ur priests to
cover parishes of 100 ,00 0 square miles. D o not sac
rifice yo urse lf to bring Christ to lands other than
Am erica. Parochial a n d diocesan security com e first,
then the K in gd om of G o d on earth." A ll o f us, in
different degrees, h ave succum bed to him w h o first
ap p e ars as a tempter saying, " It is not w r o n g " a n d
then turns into a n ad viso r saying, " N o w see w h a t
yo u h ave d o n e ." In G o d ’s nam e, m a y w e in North
A m erica see that our personal im provem ent dep ends
on recognizing not o nly our faults but a lso that the
progress o f the Church depends on g iv in g m ore than
31 # per Catholic to the H o ly Father each ye a r for
the poor o f the w orld. D o n 't yo u a g re e ? If so then
write a n d tell us. G o d Love You!
G O D L O V E Y O U to the m a n y readers w h o sac
rificed Christm as presents a n d Christm as cards to
send the equivalent to those in m ission la n d s w h o
h a d nothing for Christmas. . . . to E.L. fo r $ 1 0
“earned b y h a v in g to w ork overtim e d u rin g tho
p o w e r failure.”
Increase yo u r k now led ge a n d love o f the M is 
sions b y reading M IS S IO N , a pocket-sized, bi
m onthly m aga zine edited by M o s t Rev. Fulton J.
S h "'-n . Keep yourself up-to-date on m ission activities
the w orld over. Let us put yo u on our subscription
list for o nly one dollar a year.

■
•
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■
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M ost Reverend Fulton J. Sheen

I

\I D e a r Fathers:
I■
‘■

how many Communists believe
in Marxism up to the hilt, to its
absolute, logical conclusion?
“ Many are Communists for
other than ideological reasons,
and still more are atheists be
cause they have never bad a
chance to receive a thorough
education in religion. F o r them
we must be the promoters of
truth and justice.”
Alessandrini, however, cau
tioned that “ at the sam e time
we must not allow ourselves to
become attached to the world.”

too young to realize it.”

Vatican City — Speaking at ferred to the rarity of the oc mility, and evangelical love in
rites in which he ordained 62 casion: ‘‘The priestly ordina which the Church there finds it Nun Presents Talks
new priests, Pope Paul V I said tions conferred by a Pope for self.”
From Church Pulpit
He also asked prayers for mis
their
relationship
with
the the first time in the history of
Antwerp. Belgium
—
Sister
Church and Bishop provides that the Church in this form, and on sion lands — “ especially those
Paula
Van
Cauwenbergh,
disrupted
and.
.
.bathed
in
blood
“you have become collabora so many. . .who come from 23 of.
tors, jointly responsible with those countries which are called by battles and guerrilla w arfare. prioress of the Norbertine con“Let us pray then for the
him and participants in his min missions, indicate the special
pu"pit °a*t a '[rth e ’sunday‘ Massesi
of infancy,
effort, peace and prosperity of the world
istry, teaching authority, and condition
at St. W illebrord’s church herej
missions,”
he concluded.
heroism, hazard, innocence, hu
pastoral rule.
to speak on the meaning of the|
‘‘Do you realize that you have
contemplative life.___________ [
renounced all, your very liberty,
to be at the command of the
Bishop, to be faithful, solicitous,
and devoted interpreters of his
will?”
I
Clatilftttf * d t ru n through •!! ftoflittor
•<iihens. Tho ralo is >S< par w ord p tr
The newly ordained priests,
M in im u m 12 words. I I four or
Buenos Aires — The Archbish proposed that the strikers re isaua.
We have welcomed with joy and serene negotiations marked students at Rome’s Pontifical
m ora censacu*'va Istu as ara usad. tha
op of Buenos Aires, who pub turn to their jobs immediately rala Is I K par w ord por Issu t. P aym ant
Urban
university,
concclebrated
by
concern
for
justice
and
char
the news of a possible truce and
m ust accom pany all ordars. A d s rtcaivad
and
the
city
reinstate
the
700
that
his
ity in order to achieve a just Mass with the Pope at St. licly acknowledged
on M o nd ay w ill appaar in lha Is iu o
of the suspension of the raids
mediation efforts in a trash col discharged workers and release printad tha following wood.
solution of the conflict, safe Peter’s high altar.
on North Vietnam. These facts guarding
and
hospital
nurses the 13 arrested. He suggested
the
country's
in
They
included
natives
of lectors
M IS C E L L A N E O U S
permit the hope that nothing dependence.
Burundi, Ceylon, China,
the strike were “ unsuccessful,” was that the wage question could be
will be neglected to spare suf
W o rk o rt noado^— lay A religious. W rita
With this hope we raise to Congo, Korea, Japan, India, seen as the victim of a cross solved later.
The strike committee at first BIsn o p A. A . H o u r , S.V.O . B is h o p 's
ferings and further griefs for God Almighty our fervent pray Iraq, Kenya, Lebanon, Nigeria, fire between the opposing fac
Housa. A laxish ofon . P. O. M a d a n g Naw
indicated acceptance, insisting
populations which are particu er and send you the cordial good Pakistan, South Africa, Tan tions.
Cardinal
Antonio
Caggiano ithat the rchiring of those firea
larly dear to us and which wishes which we express for the zania, Togo, Vietnam, Zam bia,
D O N A T IO N S
have been so sorely tried by Vietnamese people and its lead Jamaica,
Mexico,
Australia, had volunteered to serve as a be a pre condition for further P loaso halp n o ad y h osp ital — san d
war. They also permit the fore ers at the beginning of the new New Zealand and Ireland, as mediator after some 12,000 tons I talks.
donations to — R t v . A d m in istra to r St.
M ayor Rabanal. however, re ja ro m a 's H ospital, K u n n a m P ost Ottica,
of garbage and trash piled up
seeing of the possibility of frank year.
well as the U.S.
M a v a 'ik a ra . South In dia.
In his homily, the Pope re in the streets, causing a major fused to agree. But following a
threat to the health of this city conference with the Cardinal he
of 3.5 million people.
rescinded the firing of 450 of
C o lh o lic F a m il y L if * In t u r s n e *
The health hazard, coming at the workers.
the start of the hot summer,
$10,000 WORTH OF
Washington — The Pope’ s message to President
was compounded by the cutback
Johnson, delivered through Arthur J. Goldberg, U.S. AmLIFE INSURANCE
in service at the 31 municipal
ba.ssador to the United Nations, was as follows: “ It was
hospitals and by the accompany
FOR $5.67 MONTHLY
an honor for us to receive the text of the message which Your
ing gravediggers’ strike. Scores
Excellency has wished to forward us through the good offices
of bodies remain unburied.
u. 1 : London —
Catholic
writer i J u i t $ 5 . 6 7 m e n i h l y p r e v I d M a
of Mr. Arthur Goldberg, your Ambassador to the United N a 
total oF $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 w o r th o f llfo
The Cardinal was caught in ,
received
in tw ra ru o
fo r
thl$
f a m ily
of
tions, whom we were pleased to receive in audience. We wish
crossfire of a power play b e-jj^ ^ companion of Honor, a high
t ig h t :
tween a Peronist member of
to thank you for the courtesy and kindness which you have
parliament who was behind the Elizabeth II of England.
shown in assigning a special mission to visit us and to convey
father, aged 34
strike and the
anti-Peronist
to us personally your anxieties about the perilous situation in
mother, aged 34
Greene, who became a conleader of the Municipal Work
six children, ages
Vietnam as well as your desire for a peaceful solution to the
vert to Catholicism in 1926, has
ers’ Union, who
had ordered
17 years to 15 days
written both serious and light
crisis in that troubled part of the world.
the strikers back to work.
works in the last 30 or so years.'
F IN D O U T T H E L O W C O S T
“ We have read with deep interest and concern the contents
The labor leader, Francisco
Among
his
best-known
serious]
O F T H IS P L A N
of your message. We wish to express our gratitude to Your
Perez Leiros, whose union has
F O R Y O U R F A M IL Y
novels are The Power and th e :
Excellency for the noble response to our appeal for a truce at
70.000 members,
called
the
Glory, the story of a priest t
Christmas, and we cherish the ardent hope and we add our
* F u l l In f e r m o H o n a t N o O b l i g a 
strike just before Christmas. A
pursued by anti-clerical police, |
week later, he won agreement and The Heart of the M a tte r,' tion
fervent prayers that the most recent initiatives which you have
Cited by Pope
* N o S o l t t m o n W ill C o ll
from M ayor Francisco Rabanal
undertaken will result in a permanent peace for that war-torn
Dante Alighieri (1265-1321), for a bonus of a month’s pay and The End of the Affair.
* l n t u r a n e t It S o ld b y M o ll
area and its suffering peoples.
who has been honored this for the municipal workers and Lighter works have included
‘‘We know how earnestly mankind desires peace, and for past year in observance of the
Write to:
The Quiet American and Our
a promise to give serious study
W a lte r H a rris A g e n c y
Man in Havana.
our part we shall not cease in our efforts to help in whatever 700th anniversary of his birth,
to the garbage collectors’ de
This Gun for Hire, The Fallen
way possible to secure peace. Assuring Your Excellency that has been praised by Pope
c / o T he Register
mand for a 30 per cent wage Idol, Brighton Rock, and M in
we shall continue our constant labors for the cause of peace, Paul VI in a “ motu proprio” increase
despite the national
P.O. B o x 1 6 2 0
istry
of
F
e
a
r
are
among
other
that precious gift of God, we invoke from the Almighty upon as the greatest of Catholic government’s
anti-inflationary
D en ver, Colo. 8 0 2 0 1
Greene writings, those he class
you and your beloved people choice heavenly blessings.”
poets.
project to restrict wage in
ified as “ entertainments.”
creases to 15 per cent. Perez
Leiros ordered the 8,000 nurses
and 9,000 refuse collectors back
to their posts.
But a minority group of about
5.000 workers, encouraged by
Deputy Jeronimo Izetta, a Per
onist. refused to return. They
We’ll do it every year of your life if you es
demanded a 60 per cent wage
tablish an Extension Annuity.
increase — 3 per cent of it ret
London — This year’s observ sociation for Christian Unity), is the result of a decision by roactive to last Aug. 1.
ance of the Week of Prayer for has the enthusiastic backing of Cardinal John Hcenan of W est
•
Sample
returns on Extension Annuities:
M ayor Rabanal reacted by
Christian Unity, Jan. 18-25, wQl Catholic, Anglican, Protestant, minster.
firing 700 of the strikers and
be the biggest ever, according and Orthodox Churches.
A spokesman of the British police arrested 13 of them.
Man 55 receives
5.3%
to reports from all over Britain.
Cardinal Caggiano then sought
Anglican
Bishop
Oliver Council of Churches bailed the
The week, sponsored jointly Tomkins of Bristol pointed out Cardinal’s approval as a “ prac to mediate the dispute. As an
Man 60 receives
6 %
by
the
World
Council
of in his Diocesan Gazette that the tical gesture towards unity.”
initial break to the deadlock, he
Man 65 receives
7 %
Churches’ Commission on Faith leaflet of prayers to be used for
and Order and the Association the first time contains material
Man
70
receives
8.3%
Unite Chretienne (Catholic As for the joint use of Catholics

Council Ju b ilee
M ass O ffered

(Registei
B y Alexand
is still under consideration” the
first official said, pointing out
that the last edition of the In
dex was published in 1948.
“ Perhaps It will become sim
ply a historical document,” he
added.
This echoed Congregation sec
retary Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani’s
1963 statement
which
agreed that reform of the Index
was necessary, but affirm ed
also that the Index itself was
necessary.
The official asserted that the
Pope will himself establish the
rules for the congregation’s in
ternal procedures, and most
likely this would include the In
dex.

In W o rk With Atheists

Com m union fo r H an d icap p ed

How '

Str

^Spirit of Charity' U rged

tervention on her part would re
dound to her honor in the eyes
of mankind and could permit a
sorely tried people to resume in
Hindicapped persons receive Communion from the Holy
peace the work of reconstruc
tion made impossible by the Father as Pope Paul V I offered his third Mass (Dec. 25) on
an outdoor altar on the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica in Vati
continuation of the war.
Interpreting the anxious de can City.
sire of peoples for a just and
lasting peace, we beg you to
receive this appeal together
with the fervent good wishes
which we express before God
for the Chinese people at the
beginning of the new year.
'

To P r e s id e n t H e C h i M in h
e l N o r th V ietn a m :

A-

i <e.

V a tic a n e d ito r sp ea k s

To M a e T se-tun g, ch airm an
of the C h in e s e C o m m u n is t p a rtyt
At a moment when the devel
opment of the Vietnamese con
flict weighs down upon world
peace as an ever graver threat,
we dare to addre.ss a respect
ful and urgent appeal to Your
Excellency in the hope that you
may endeavor in this sorrowful
crisis to bring about a just solu
tion, safeguarding the independ
ence of the country.
The prestige enjoyed by China
attracts to it the attention of the
world, and with reason. An in

)

Cut out this column, pin y o u r sacrifice to it and
m ail it to M o st Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, N a tio n a l Di
rector o f The Society fo r tho Pro pagation of the Faith,
3 6 6 Fifth A ve nue , N e w York, N.Y. 100 01.
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Strike Begins, But Not with a BA N G
(R egister Special)
By Alexander Auerbach

New York — The teach
ers’ strike here against St.
John’s university in its first
days appears to be a dud.
The school reopened after
Christmas vacation on Tuesday,
Jan. 4, the reopening delayed a
day by the transit system strike
which gripped the city.
But despite the transit strike,
despite the teachers and stu
dents picketing the gates of the
university, despite union exhor
tations to boycott the campus
— over 96 per cent of the
Queens campus students were
present, and most teachers were
on hand to teach them.
The strike resulted from the
dismissal of 31 teachers Dec. 15.
Most of those “ fired” (actually
the teachers were told that they
were no longer to appear
class,
though
their
salaries
would be paid until the end of
their contracts) were members
of the United Federation of Col
lege
Teachers
(U F C T ), A F L
CIO. which called the strike.
Charges flew thick and free

from the U F C T and individual
strikers during the vacation.
The university kept its peace
for days, maintaining the view
that each dismissal w as an indi
vidual, private matter between
teacher and administration.
With the announcement of es
tablishment of a University Sen
ate. the administration broke its
week-old
silence
to
answer
charges leveled against it by the
strikers.
The Dec. 22 statement noted
that the date for notification of
dismissal was fixed by the
American Association of Univer
sity Professors (A A U P ), not by
Si. John’s. It went on to de
scribe the self-study program
under Father Joseph T. Tinnelly, C.M., which had been insti
tuted some nine months before
in an effort to spot and correct
weaknesses in the university
system.
In six closely typed pages the
statement detailed the efforts of
the self-study program as well
as the various student and fac
ulty demonstrations
and de
mands.
The school’s announcements
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Brussels — The International
Federation of Christian Trade
Unions has charged Spain with
an “ impudent masquerade” in
claiming that free trade union
had no visible effect on the — or “ former teachers” — pa and would have been so here if representatives had recognized
strikers, who declared that they raded at the main gate of the they bad not been engulfed iO'^® legitimate Spain’s government - sponsored labor - manwould picket nonetheless, claim campus before network T V cam  various circumstances.”
Father
Tinnelly
repeatedly
unions,
ing that these new policies did eras.
said
there
had
been
no
inter-i
IFt^TU said that only by
not touch the central issue of
The pickets, many of whom
academic freedom.
vanished shortly after the de ruption of education or other!^ “ violation of a gentlemen’s THE HOLY FATHEq’ 8 MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH
had representatives
On Tuesday morning, Jan. 4, parture of the T V men, sported services at the school. About a!
Have you ever wished you had a son a priest?
long before classes, dozens of printed signs and buttons read dozen Vincentian teachers have of the Falangist “ trade unions'
of
Spain
been
seated along with
been
called
in
from
various
Now you can have a ‘priest of your own'—and
pickets who identified them ing: “ Teachers should be free,
share forever in all the good he does. . . . At
selves as students and teachers not fired” ; “ Pope John Si — St. seminaries. Many of the regular Spanish government representa
teachers now teach fewer hours tives at a meeting last year.
St. Peter's In Rome last week the Holy Father
John’s N o” and the like.
himself ordained five young priests who were
But those who stayed were than their contracts call for and
trained by people like you. Some of these peo
determined. Some were among can be called upon to help take
Course on Faith
slack.
ple attended the ordination. For the last she
those dismissed by the school. upIT the
*1.
ersII
s ji 1 San Warcos, Tex. — A new ‘
POPE
years they have written to their student, and he
But others had not been dis
venture in ecumenical relaUonsI
PAUL has written to them .. . . The oils of ordination
missed, and were picketing de stressed that the issue was an
instituted at Southwest
Jam aica, N ,Y . — It was
ORDAINED fresh on their hands, these young priests will
spite their belief that it might aeadem.e one "to be solved in Texas State college here when'
just like the Civil W ar —
nVE now return to their own countries (India, Iraq
mean their jobs.
i.
Catholic
and
Protestant ^
brother against brother.
NEW and Lebanon) to give their lives for the poor.
“ ” “ i chaplains wUl offer a credit I
Robert Sullivan, a senior,
PRIESTS Each morning at Mass they'll remember espeDr. Ethel Thurston, an assoc negotiations.
,
course
on
the
Christian
faith
to-1
sat in picketed St. John’s uni
LAST dally the people who helped them become
late professor of music now in
'n.ss 1 I. *« -11
j
u. j i 'Ssther during the spring semes-^
WEEK priests. . . , Would you like to train a 'priest of
versity while his brother,
The picketing wiU undoubtedly jer.
»
k
«,
her sixth year at St. John’s
your ovm7 We'll send you the name of a young
Jeremiah,
a
sophomore,
wore her Phi Beta K appa key continue for some time to com e,, — ^--------------------------------------------seminarian who needs your help, and he will
walked the picket line.
pinned to her
picket
sign. for the dismissed teachers arei
write to you. Make the payments for his training
Robert maintains the ad
U C U f C I
These men were fired without still being paid their regular O O A A
to suit your own convenience ($8.50 a month*
ministration has a right to
V W ^ I
review,” she said. “ Some of contract salaries and thus can
$100 a year, or the total $600 all at once).
set its own standards, andi^.
.
.
afford the time.
Simply write to us right now.. . . A young semi
teacher, who don’t like them ,“ ?,®"> “" f .
But. barring a sudden change
narian Is willing to give his life. Do something
can work elsewhere. Jere.
u
....
■ Ironically,
the
admlnlstra- of sentiment among the stu- ^figyery advantages that tugged you
to help him.
. ’t i.h f fo'l
hat the Tio” ’® Father Tinnelly agreed dents, faculty, or state board of i towards Tampax menstrual tampons \
right to fight tor what they
statement, saying. regents, the prospects of its pro-j jp the summertime (cleanness,
want.
j“ Many of these men will be ducing any dramatic results now freshness, corhfort, freedom) are Just
Native Sisters in 18 developing countries ara
God’s special blessing to the poor. They teach
as cruciat in the wintertime.
I-:-:-;-::-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-::::-:::-:-::- valuable at other universities. seem remote.
youngsters
how to read and write, prepare them
Girls everywhere are spreading the
TRAIN for First Communion, give medical care to
good news. Tampax tampons are for
A
lepers,
cancer
sufferers, the aging. A Sister’s
year 'round use. Ask any skier.
SISTER, training lasts two years, costs $12.50 a month*
Or ask any sit-by>the-(ire.
T(X)
$150
a
year—$3(X)
altogether.. . .W e'll send
Ski outfit by Ull«
you the name of the Sister you are helping, as
soon as we receive your first convenient pay
m ent She will pray for you and write to you.
(The executive committee of
Jamaica, N . Y . — A r a lly ! group, planned to stage its own
the American Association of
of 600 students of St. John’s rally on campus at noon
University
Professors
em 
Jan. 10.
university, on the campus
On Jan. 4 the college sent tele phasized in Washington that it
Friday, Jan. 7, discussed a boy
To feed the hungry in India, helping yourself at
does not endorse a strike as ap
the same time, why not Join this Association
cott of classes for Monday, Jan. gram s to 25 absent teachers
propriate in academic life.
FEED (and enroll your children, nieces, nephews and
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Academic freedom was the printed cry of this tweed
coated picket who carried a placard of the union of col
lege teachers that called the strike.

Of the university’s 13,000 stu
dents, 8,000 attend the Jamaica
school, 1,000 of these are grad
uate students. Only one in seven
students took part In the Friday
rally.

The 60 then wired condemna
The duly elected Student Coun
tion of any action that endorses
cil,
an
officially
recognized
the present strike.
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YOU!
IF THERE’S A N Y PLACE O N EARTH
N O T CO VERED BY THE ‘REGISTER’S’
1966 A IR PILG R IM A G E PLANS—
THEN IT H A S N ’T BEEN
DISCOVERED YET!

UNCERTAIN STOMACH
Take P H IL L I P S ’ T A B L E T S for in d lg w lion, h eartburn, g a s pains, n a u s e a o r
olhe r sy m p to m s of acidity.
R a g ls tt r Ptioto

Classes went on inside, whiie pickets marched out
side. Attendance was generally good. The Student
Council voted down a sympathy boycott by the col
legians, but its vote brought boos from 600 students
attending the meeting.
I
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NEAR
MISSIONS

The CYOers are piling up
acts of charity performed in
the Archbishop’s name, in
cluding visits to the sick and
aged and mailing of gifts to
servicemen in Vietnam. The
list of actions performed will
be compiled in a booklet to
be given to the Archbishop.
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60 protested that they bad been
called to what was supposed to|
have been an “ official” meet-,
ing, only to find it described all
its start as “unofficial.” T h is ,
would not allow motions or dis-'
cussion.
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Life of the spirit

Creative Christianity Need of Today
By Rev. Joseph A. Hughes
A Catholic priest, a Lu
theran pastor, and a Protes
tant layman were holding a
discussion from a public radio
station on the impact of Vat
ican II Council upon the
world. The three men agreed
that the Council was a smash

hit in Catholic. Protestant,
and secular circles.
The priest repeated often in
the course of the radio con
versation that the Council was
designed to change the human
structures of the Church, not
for the sake of change itself
but for the sake of spiritual

renovation and for the sake
of the Church’s relevance to
modern
society.
Relevance
has to start with personal re
ligious reform and with hon
est personal piety on the part
of the people of God.
The

Lutheran

pastor

Duty To W orship G od
By Rev.
John A. O’Brien, Ph.D.
University of Notre Dume
God has a right to our wor
ship and wc have a duty to
render it.
This duty is made known by
our reason and revealed by
Almighty God in both the
Old and the New Testament.
It is a truth, therefore, of
both natural and supernatural
religion. Let’s look at it first
in the light of rea.son alone.
A man who paints a pic
ture. owns it. He has put onto
the canvas all the colors that
give it value. It’s his because
he has made it. His title to
such a painting is universally
recognized.
Similarly the sculptor, who
takes a rough block of marble
and carves out of it a great
statue, owtis that sciil|>ture
because he has made it.
In each instance, however,
the artist used material al
ready in existence. The paint
er created neither the canvas
nor the colors; the sculptor
created neither the marble
nor the chisel. Hence the title
of either to the work of his
hands is not as absolute as
God’s title to the ownership
of His creatures.
God has not only shaped
and fashioned them but also
created them out of nothing
by an act of His all-powerful
will. As this point is of crucial
importance. 1 shall illustrate
it with an example.
One (lay Michelangelo was
walking along a street in
Florence, when he spied a
large block of C arrara m ar
ble. It had been hacked, cut,
and spoiled by an unskillful
craftsman and then discarded
as worthle-ss. The keen eye of
the gifted sculptor perceived
In it the possibilities of a
great statue, and he had it
hauled to his studio.
There, day after day, and
week after week he carved
and chiseled, seeking to fash
ion the marble into the like
ness of the youthful David.
After months of painstaking
labor the unsightly block had
disappeared:
In its
place
there stood the figure of the
gallant young conqueror of
Goliath, so lifelike that it
seemed almost to be breath
ing.
Transported by its perfec
tion. the great sculptor seized
a mallet and struck the base
of
the
statue.
“ Speak!
S peak!" he cried, seeking to
have it burst into life.
While it has not spoken in
words, the mute eloquence of
its beauty, symmetry of form,
and perfcclion of detail have
for four centuries provoked
the admiration and the praise
of visitors from all lands. In
deed it is acclaimed by not a
few connoisseurs as one of
the greatest masterpieces of
the sculptor’s art.
On (he day when I first saw
It in the Pitti Palace In Flor
ence, several American phy
sicians were grouped around

it. They were loud in their
praise of the fidelity with
which Michelangelo had repro
duced the muscles and sinews
of the human body.
As I listened to the words
of praise that came so spon
taneously to their lips, I could
not
help
reflect:
“Their
eulogies are indeed well mer
ited. But how strange it is
that people, who pour forth
their need of admiration and
praise for the sculptor who
reproduces the inert likeness
of the human figure, seldom
pause to ponder upon the far
greater feat of the Creator
who not only fashioned the
human figure but also brought
it into existence and endowed
it with life. If the sculptor of
the likeness of the human fig
ure is worthy of praise, how
much more so is the infinite

Creator of the living human
being!”
It is. therefore, a stem dic
tate of both reason and com
mon sense that we should
acknowledge the Creator’s ab 
solute
dominion
and
sov
ereignty over us and our utter
dependence upon Him.
This is a demand of both
truth and Justice. The render
ing of such acknowledgement
constUutes
the worship
of
God. which is the heart of
religion.
The person who refuses
such worship is living a fla
grant lie and perpetrating a
monstrous injustice. He is
subverting the whole moral
order and all nature cries out
at him. “ Liar! Ingrate! Rob
ber! T h ief!”

Pope Issues Claritication
Of Terms for Indulgences
The Holy See has issued an order clarifying the conditions
for gaining the plenary indulgences of the post-Council jubilee
that began Jan. 1.
A decree by Pope Paul V I reads:
In answer to questions and doubts expressed by several
Bishops regarding indulgences during the extraordinary jubilee
granted by the apostolic constitution, Mirificus Eventus, the
Sacred Apostolic Penitentiary in order to dispel any uncertainly
regarding the consitution’s interpretations declares at the ex
plicit order of His Holiness, Paul VI, by Divine Providence Pope,
that a plenary indulgence can be obtained by the faithful who
fulfill the (usual) conditions of Confession, Communion, and
prayer for the intentions of the supreme Pontiff:
1 — Each time they attend at least three instructions on
the decrees of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council in any
church or other suitable place.
2 — Each time they devoutly participate in at least three
public assemblies during the preaching of sacred missions in
any church.
3 — Each time they devoutly attend the Eucharistic sacri
fice celebrated with some solemnity by a Bishop in a Cathedral
or in another church designated by the Ordinary in accordance
with the decree of the Sacred Apostolic Penitentiary of Dec.
22, 1965.
4 — On one occasion only during the period of the extra
ordinary jubilee by visiting with piety the Cathedral church
or another church designated by the Ordinary as above, pro
vided they there renew the profession of faith, using any
legitimate formula.
5 — If they receive with devotion the Papal blessing to
be given once only on the occasion of the principal jubilee
celebration by the local Bishop, his Coadjutor or Auxiliary,
or any other Bishop duly delegated.
It is fitting that the local Ordinary, if he should wish to
designate one or more other churches besides the Cathedral
for gaining jubilee indulgences, choose principal churches of
the diocese, such as for instance the main church of a deanery
or a noted sanctuary.
It is especially fitting, above all, that instructions on the
decrees of tlic Ecumenical Council, though laudably scheduled
for parish churches or other locations, conclude with a pil
grimage to the Cathedral church or other churches designated
by the local Ordinary as explained above. When possible these
pilgrimages should be planned on a group basis, cither by area
or organization.
All confessors by virtue of Canon 935 of the Code of Canon
Law can commute the conditions imposed for gaining jubilee
indulgences as regards the pious practices listed above in favor
of those of the faithful who are legitimately impeded from
carrying them out.

P. O. Box 162vi« Denver, Colorado

No Canonized Pbilomena

Creative
Christianity
is
Christ, through the Holy Spir
it, possessing us and condi
tioning us and enlarging in
us our capacity for love and
suffering and service.

seemed almost ecstatic to
hear the priest say, for ex
ample, that the reform of the
liturgy wonld have fa r reach
ing religious effects even in
the world because by its pres
ent orientation it helps wor*
shippers to 'see that CHRIST
is and must be the center of
all honest spiritual formation.

It is based on a life within
a li ; — or God’s life within
man’s life. And the degree to
which a man permits God to
bless him and work through
him and demonstrate His D i
vine
love
through
human
mercy and charity, is the de
gree to which that man has
boundless, creative, vitalizing,
and transforming dimensions
of divine grace.

The Lutheran indicated that
he had not realized that Cath
olic theology was so specific
and so forceful about the cen
trality of Christ in Catholic
life and action.
This radio conversation fits
into our current discussion on
on the layman as he is de
scribed in The Constitution on
the Church. In this Constitu
tion the Christian laity are
practically “ defined” as those
who “ by their very vocation,
seek the kingdom of God by
engaging in temporal affairs
and by ordering them accord
ing to the plan of God.”
The Constitution emphasizes
that the lay apostolate, in the
above understanding of it, ac
tually helps to bring redemp
tion and grace to the world.

Another type of spirituality
has long held a place of re
spectability within the Church
though it did not make much
effort to be a fruitful instru
ment of God’s life in secular
society.
This spirituality can be de
scribed as a religion of obed
ience and fear and mediocrity.
It bad a negative quality
about it and a spiritual steril
ity. Its course was geared to
Sinai rather than to Tabor.
Among its devotees there is
a tendency to consider piety
as an external badge of honor
given to men because they
made the right gestures and
followed
the
regimentation
imposed on them and gave lip
service to the Lord and sub
mitted
with
precision, if
sometimes
with resentment,
to the letter of the law.

Only vital, dynamic, crea
tive spirituality will make lay
men (o r any men) capable of
sanctifying the world and of
f'lrther sanctifying themselves
by working at the task of
sanctifying the world.
At this stage of the Church’s
history creative Christianity
counts more than ever. For
creative Christianity is the
kind that puts into men’s souls
the
very
presence
and
strength
and mystery and
“ imagination” of God Him
self.

The worst thing of all about
this negative spirituality was
that while concentrating on
virtue and character it got to
be
largely
self-centered in-

stead of Christ-centered. As a
result its goodness for the
most part began and ended in
a pew.
Its main glory was to be in
the “ state of grace.” Its hope
was to be included among the
saints of time and of eternity.
Its vision w as to keep itself
unspotted from the world so
that it might enter in the end
into the kingdom of glory.
In this system of spirituality
with its rigid rules and its
compartments of virtue and
its
expectation of reward,
there was little spontaniety or
creativity or fruitfulness. The
goodness of souls which would
rather reach salvation than
bestow it, can easily be lim
ited in its capacity to over
flow into life, especially into
the many aching areas of sec
ular responsibility.
This precise and measured
quality of piety can develop
into a beautiful arabesque, a
figure with beauty of contour
— but with little visible pres
ence of God and little spiritual
vitality, and little expansive
love. Laymen need more than
this cold blanket of m oral re
spectability if they want to
help bring salvation into the
temporal order which is their
sphere of special influence.
The whole of Christian life
and effort must be raised
above the outmoded “ compartmeats” theory of holiness
to the more acceptable view
of holiness as the degree to
which God needs if the Christain intends to live up to his
vocation as an instrument of
salvation
for
his
needy
brothers and sisters in the
world.

The Fathers speak

A ll Truth Is Christ's
By Peter Canisius
The Fathers of the Church were the first
ecumenists. Like St. Paul preaching to the
Athenians, they saw in the beliefs and wor.ship of the pagans gropings after the true
God.
One of the most common attempts of un
belief to represent Christianity as a man
made religion takes the form of drawing p ar
allels between the Virgin Birth and the R e
surrection of Christ and certain incidents in
Greco-Roman mythology the intention to sug
gest that the great events of Christ’s life
were borrowed from pagan fiction.
The Fathers, far from shying aw ay from
such resemblances, called attention to (hem.
with the thought of thus making Christianity
more credible to the pagans.
To their way of thinking, virgin births or
resurrections in pagan mythology testified to
the real Virgin Birth and the real Resurrec
tion, just as the unknown God whose statue
St. P aul found in Athens was evidence that
the Athenians sought the true God.
They saw in Pandora’s Box a foreshadow
ing of the Fall, and in the myth of Deucalion
and Pyrrh a, the lone survivors of a great
flood sent by Zeus, a borrowing from the Bib
lical narrative.
St. Justin the Martyr, who died in A.D.
165, was sure that Plato had plagiarized from
Moses.
The
Em peror
Constantine,
when
opening the Council of Nicea in 325, told the
assembled fathers that Virgil had predicted
the birth of the Divine Child.
Justin the Martyr, who wrote his Second
Apology about the year 150, declared that the
pagan writers who prepared the way for

Christianity by providing it with a fram ework
for its thought, had in them the seeds of the
Divine Word. By this he seems to have meant
the reflection of God in nature, which led
them to see dimly what Christians see clear
ly.
“The truths which men in all lands have
rightly spoken,” said Justin, “ belong to us
ChriJitians.”
Some of the things the pagans knew by
their participation in the divine reason were
immortality, the existence of hell, heaven,
and a state of purgation, and the consumma
tion of the world through fire.
Famous are the words of Tertullian, who
wrote his Apologeticus in 197 A.D., by which
he .shows that all men. “ in the moment of
truth.” in the crises of their lives, recognize
the Supreme Diety:
“The .soul, though cribbed and cabined by
the prison of the body, though hampered by
evil cu.stoms, though stripped of vigor by its
lusts and desires, though enslaved to false
deities, yet when it regains its senses, as af
ter dissipation, or sleep, or illness, and re
covers its health. caUs on God by this sole
name, because it is properly one: “ Great
God,” “ Good God,” and “ May God grant,”
are the cries of all men. In judgment He is
also invoked: “ God sees.” and “ I commend
to G(xl.” and "G od will reward me.” O testi
mony of the soul by its nature Chri.stian!”
Pope Paul VI, in his encyclical Ecclesiam
Suain, divided mankind with respect to di
vine truth into three circles, the outer one
God. and the inner one of Christians. With all
of them dialogue could be maintained, be
cause they all have some things in common.
The Fathers showed that God is not fa r even
from the outer circle.

Church History at Vale University
By this lime, I suppose, almost everyone has begun to
accept the inevitability of liturgical reform in Roman Catho
licism and therefore the impossibility of maintaining that Latin
is the language of the Church in some special and privileged
sense.
Latin vrill always be with us, but it is difficult to imagine
what circumstancc.s within the Church would ever bring about
a restoration of the dominant place it has had in large parts
(though never in quite all parts) of the Western Church.
As I have indicated in other columns, notably in one en
titled “ A Latinist’s Lam ent,” I am not insensitive to the
aesthetic values of the Latin Mass, nor to the cultural impor
tance of the Latin of the Church as a tool for studying the
development of Western civilization.
Being a teacher of the history of Christian doctrine,
especially of the thought of the Fathers and the Reformers,
I can well imagine that in the years to come my work will
become more difficult as (he sources of supply begin to dry up
and the knowledge of Latin declines. For without the incentive
of the Latin Mass, not even the heroism of the Sisters will be
able to keep Latin alive at the level where it has been within
the secondary schools of the Church.
Some of my friends among the religious have recognized
this and are beginning to prepare for the change. And al
though I called myself a Latinist in the column I have men-
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tinned, I am actually a classicist. Therefore I have hopes that
the decline of Latin can be accompanied by a revival of Greek.
This could open up the riches of classical literature and
thought as they have never been available before, and it could
restore contact between Christians of the Western (or, as it
has often been called, the Latin ) Church and the Catholic
heritage of the Greek Fathers.
Regardless of what the traditionalists among both Roman
Catholics and Protestants may think, Greek has always been
the language of the Church in a way that Latin has not, and
there will never be a lime when the Christian Church will be
able to dispense with Greek.
I know that there have been times in the past when the
Western Church did dispense with Greek, and some of the
greatest of the Western Fathers knew little o r nothing of the
language In which (he New Testament was composed, just as
their contemporaries in the Eastern half of what was techni
cally an undivided Church knew very little Latin.

V

Belief in Stipends?
Q. Is a Catholic committing serious sin if he does
not believe in the giving of stipends for Masses for the
dead?
A. It would be a sin to say that this is simony, or
the sacrilegious buying of a sacred thing, for it is
not. To say that stipend-giving is wrong in itself
would be to attack the holiness of the Church, which
for 1,200 years has allowed this custom. The priest
accepts these offerings for his support, not as the
price of the Mass, which has no price.
Offerings for the support of the clergy have
always been connected with the altar the clergy
serves. In early Christian days the faithful would
often place money on the altar for the use of the
clergy and poor.
This developed into the practice of giving the
priest a money offering for a Mass, which dates
from the 7th or 8th century and became a universal
practice in the 12th.
It would not be wrong to think that priests should
have less need for Mass stipends by the increase of
other means of his support. What is excellent in one
age of the Church may become less good in another.
Church legislation is strictly against any abuses or
trafficking in stipends.

How G o d Punishes
Q. You often hear people say: “ God is punishing
me” — for this thing or that. How docs He do this?
A. Any suffering can be taken as a punishment
for sin, since all pain and sorrow are a result at least
of man’ s original sin, and often of personal sin. If
we bear it patiently, it has the aspect of satisfaction
for our personal sins; otherwise, it is a mere pun
ishment.
There is a very wide range of punishments that
follow naturally from vice or sin. Thus the natural
punishment for one who has been selfish in youth is
to have no friends in later years, when he needs them
most.
The fact that this is a natural consequence of
sin does not make it any the less a divine punishment,
for the Author of nature has necessarily connected
the violation of rational conduct, in which sin con
sists, with pain, although this sanction is incomplete
in this life.
Lastly, God may directly intervene, in some way,
to match the sin with its punishment.

Communion in Doubt
Q. May one receive Communion when in doubt
whether he should or not?
A. Such doubts could be whether one has com
mitted mortal sins, or whether he has confessed them.
(The Eucharistic fast is now hardly long enough to
afford matter for doubt!) In either case, one may
receive Communion, since a doubtful sin is no sin.
One is, however, bound to clear up, in Confession or
elsewhere, a doubt whether an act one intends in
the future is a sin. If he fails to do so, he no longer
has an unstained conscience if he has acted with
doubt and hence cannot receive Communion.
If one suddenly' remembers mortal sins that he
has forgotten to confess, he may receive Communion,
but must confess them the next time he goes to (Con
fession.
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Q. If the Church is the Bride of Christ, and Mary is
the Mother of Christ, should not she be called the
mother-in-law of the Church, rather than the Mother?

A Revival of Greek?
Lutheran Theologian and Professor

A. No one by that name was ever canonized.
Because of a number of chance circumstances,
it was assumed that a skeleton unearthed in 1802 in
a vault in the Catacombs of St. Priscilla in Rome
belonged to an early Christian martyr named Philomena.
Although archaeologists from the first were skep
tical that the bones belonged to an early Christian
martyr, or that she was named Philomena, this dis
covery caught the fancy of many people, including
that of St. John Vianney, who regarded her as his
patron. In 1855 Pope Pius IX approved a proper
Mass and Office for her feast on Aug. 11.
In 1961, with the revision of the calendar, the
Sacred Congregation of Rites suppressed the Feast
of St. Philomena because it seemed to rest more on
popular fervor than on fact. Papal infallibility is en
gaged only in canonization; it is not compromised
by the authorization of the limited eultus of a person
who turns out to be unhistorical. Such a case is sim
ilar to the recognition of a relic that later proves
inauthentic.

Mother of Church

Ecumenical perspective

By Jaroslav Pelikan

Q. Is it true that there never was a St. Philomena?

The Greek alphabet is a little forbidding to the beginner,
but that hurdle is soon passed. Then the beauty and the pow er
of this most sophisticated of languages will begin to come
through, and both Sophocles and St. Paul will speak with a
directness which no translation can hope to capture.
It is my impression that the teachers of classics in the
secondary schools of the Church would be ready to make this
change if their leaders recognized the splendid opportunity now
being opened up by liturgical reform.
The colleges and the graduate schools, loo, have a role to
play, for it will do little good to resuscitate the study of Greek
in high schools if the colleges cannot continue it and the gradu
ate schools cannot supply the teachers.
But in addition to the high schools, colleges, and graduate
schools, are the seminaries ready? For liturgical reform in
cludes a new emphasis on preaching, which means (or at least
ought to m ean) Biblical preaching.

The orthodoxy of the Church does not oepend on any lan
guage. not even on Latin or Greek, but the fullness of the life
and thought of the Church does depend on a continuing atten
tion to the Word of God in Sacred Scripture. This attention
will always be inadequate without a knowledge of Biblical
Greek and, for that matter, of Biblical Hebrew.

Can we have lay people studying the New Testament in
the original Greek while Father still has to study it in English
or, at best, in the not-quite-original Latin? I cannot avoid the
feeling that for this reason, too, a revival of Greek in the
schools of the Church would be a genuine blessing.

If this is true — as both Protestants and Roman Catholics
would probably acknowledge — it seems to me that the in
evitable decline of Latin can become an opportunity rather
than a calamity. The secondary schools of the Church could
give a real lift to “ lay theology” if they began to provide
Instruction in both classical and Biblical Greek.

In the continuing dialogue confronting Catholics and nonCatholics alike, the "R egister" is presenting one of the most
distinguished Protestant theologians in America. Professor Jaroslav Pelikan. W e should weigh the opinions of others w ith
fittin g courtesv and Professor Pelikan is eminently qualified
to present the Lutheran position in a dialogue.

A. The Church, as contrasted to Christ, is sym
bolized as a Bride, but she actually is the Mystical
Body of which w’e are the members and Christ is the
Head. Since M ary is the mother of the Man-God who
had a physical body, so also she is the mother of the
Redeemer, who forms one Mystical Body with man
kind. “ Mother-in-Law” is an inept title.
In other words, Mary is our Mother because we
are Christians, which means other Christs, men be
gotten by Christ through sanctifying grace for the
Mystical Body.
Essentially, M ary became our mother at the mo
ment in which she gave the initial consent to the birth
of the Savior-God and the Author of spiritual life Him
self came to us because of this consent.
Mary is the Mother of the whole Christ, that is,
of the Head and of His members, although in a dif
ferent way: Physically, she is Mother of the Head,
spiritually, of the members.

Turtle, Dove, Church
Q. Where in the Bible is the Church spoken of as
a turtle?
A. An obsolete word for dove was turtle, and this
word occurs several times in the old Douay and King
James versions to signify dove or turtledove.
In the Canticle of Canticles, the loved one of God
meaning the Church or the people of God, is addressed
as “ My dove” (Canticles ii, 14), in the same passage
where the turtle is mentioned.
Many letters, for various reasons, cannot be answered In
? this column. W here a personal answer is important, name I
^ and address should be included.
^
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