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Archbishop’s Column

Prayer: anchor in storm of distractions

D

id you know that we see
hundreds, if not thousands
of advertisements a day? In
fact, the consensus among marketing
researchers is that you might see or
hear as many as 4,000 per day. We are
bombarded by messages and at the
same time, we are confronted with St.
Paul’s message to the Thessalonians
— “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in
Christ Jesus” (Thess. 5:16-18).
This column is the third and final
installment in the series I have written about Pope Francis’ apostolic
exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate
(Rejoice and Be Glad), which aims
to inspire all people to holiness. As
I explained in the previous column,
this week I am reﬂecting on the
sections “In Constant Prayer” and
“Combat and Vigilance.” I have
chosen to focus on these specific
sections because they address how
Christians should interact with and
view the world we live in. And questions about our worldview are especially important as the truth becomes
harder to discover with the ﬂood of
information we experience.
Pope Francis dedicates the last
section of his chapter on holiness to
the theme, “In Constant Prayer.” Like
St. Paul’s exhortation to pray continually, this sounds impossible, and it
would be if we had to rely on our own
weak powers of concentration and
strength. But we know that “with God
all things are possible” (Mt. 19:26).

This challenge is so important that
Pope Francis says: “I do not believe in
holiness without prayer” (GE, 147).
The battle that each of us faces
every day and every minute is
between the immediate surroundings
of this world and the supernatural
realities that are simultaneously at
work. We tend to focus on what we
can see and forget about what we
cannot see. Pope Francis writes, “The
saints are distinguished by a spirit
of prayer and a need for communion
with God. They find an exclusive concern with this world to be narrow and
stiﬂing, and, amid their own concerns
and commitments, they long for God,
losing themselves in praise and contemplation of the Lord” (GE, 147).
Being in continuous prayer does
not mean reciting prayers at every
moment or always experiencing
intense emotions; rather, it means
remaining in the presence of God in
whatever we do. We make God the
end of every action, thought or word.
The Holy Father cites St. John of the
Cross to describe this way of living:
“Try to be continuous in prayer, and
in the midst of bodily exercises do not
leave it. Whether you eat, drink, talk
with others, or do anything, always go
to God and attach your heart to him”
(GE, 148).
The secret to remaining connected
to God in every moment is one’s relationship with the Holy Trinity. When
you know in your heart that your
most fundamental identity is as a son
or daughter of God the Father, you are
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able to spend time in silence, resting
in the presence of the Holy Spirit and
attentively listening to his Word. “In
that silence, we can discern, in the
light of the Spirit, the paths of holiness to which the Lord is calling us,”
(GE, 150) Pope Francis says.
The time spent encountering each
person of the Holy Trinity is what
sets our hearts on fire and heals us.
It deepens reality and enlivens our
experience of it. The pope draws
upon a beautiful experience of St.
Thérèse of Lisieux to describe how
a community can be transformed
in this way. “One winter night,” St.
Thérèse recalls, “I was carrying out
my little duty as usual… Suddenly, I
heard off in the distance the harmonious sound of a musical instrument. I
then pictured a well-lighted drawing
room, brilliantly gilded, filled with
elegantly dressed young ladies conversing together and conferring upon
each other all sorts of compliments
and other worldly remarks. Then
my glance fell upon the poor invalid
whom I was supporting. Instead of
the beautiful strains of music I heard
only her occasional complaints… I
cannot express in words what happened in my soul; what I know is
that the Lord illumined it with rays
of truth which so surpassed the dark
brilliance of earthly feasts that I could
not believe my happiness” (GE, 145).
The Holy Father also recognizes
there is a constant battle waged by
the devil to draw us away from this
God-centered way of living. At the

beginning of chapter five on spiritual
combat, Pope Francis makes a point
of saying that when we speak of the
battle with evil, the Church is not just
talking about confronting a worldly
mentality or striving to overcome
human weaknesses (cf. GE, 158-159).
Satan is real; he is “a personal being
who assails us” (GE, 160). This is
demonstrated, the pope explains, by
the sheer destructive power of the
evil one in the world around us.
At the same time, we should not
be intimidated by the battle, since we
know that Jesus conquered sin, death
and Satan through the cross. “Those
who choose to remain neutral, who are
satisfied with little, who renounce the
ideal of giving themselves generously
to the Lord, will never hold out” (GE,
163). The key is to engage in the fight
by depending on Jesus, cultivating all
that is good, true and beautiful, deepening our prayer life and growing in
love.
As we begin the less structured time
of summer, I pray that you will fortify
yourself with the armor of continual
prayer, so that you and the people you
inﬂuence will be drawn closer to Jesus
Christ. I invite you to grow in your
devotion and attention to the Eucharist and to pray the Rosary with your
family. May Pope Francis’ words in
Evangelii Gaudium inspire you to take
up this challenge: “Christian triumph
is always a cross, yet a cross which is
at the same time a victorious banner,
borne with aggressive tenderness
against the assaults of evil” (EG, 85).

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

#PrayForIreland Tomorrow as you vote Whose voice will
you listen to? The voice of God who loves you & has from
the moment of your conception? The voices of Our Lady
of Knock, St Patrick, St Teresa of Calcutta? Or the voice
of the world which closes your hearts to the truth? +sja
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Father Ron Cattany, pastor of the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, observes as a crew installs a new marble tomb for Julia Greeley,
whose remains have been housed at the Cathedral for a year. photo by andrew wriGht
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Deacon Steve Hinkle remembered by his care
for those in need
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

D

eacon Steven Hinkle passed
away on May 18. He was 65 years
old. He ministered at Spirit of
Christ Catholic Church in Arvada.
Deacon Steven Douglas Hinkle was
born to Clyde and Esther Hinkle in
Hugoton, Kansas on March 6, 1953. As
a convert to Catholicism, Deacon Hinkle
was baptized at Spirit of Christ Parish
on April 18, 1992 by Msgr. Ken Leone.
The youngest of five children, Hinkle
and his family moved to Denver when
he was six years old. His brothers had
joined the Air Force, which left him and
his sister in the home with their mom.
He attended Alameda High School and
graduated in 1971. After spending time
at Red Rocks Community College, he
decided to start a business of his own
in the construction industry in 1986.
While in high school, he met “his

high school sweetheart,” Terri. After
nine years, Hinkle asked Terri to marry
him in 1979. They were married on
September 21, 1979 at Mother Cabrini
Shrine by Father Bert Chilson. Their
marriage was blessed with two wonderful daughters, Ashley and Lindsay,
and three grandchildren.
Hinkle was reluctant to join the
Catholic Church, but with the prayers
and urging of Terri and the children, he
finally answered the calling of the Holy
Spirit, “with tears in his eyes.” At the
1992 Easter Vigil, he joined his family
in the Catholic Church and received the
Sacraments of Initiation. At the parish,
Hinkle was on various committees and
was an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion. Answering a persistent
call from the Holy Spirit to serve others,
he applied for deacon formation in 2006.
Deacon Hinkle was ordained a
deacon on June 25, 2011 by Archbishop

Charles J. Chaput and was immediately
assigned to Spirit of Christ Catholic
Parish, where he remained throughout
his ministry. He assisted with prison
ministry and made mission trips to
help those in need of housing. He also
assisted parishioners as an advocate
for annulments and loved working with
the elderly.
“Deacon Steve was a wonderful minister with a simple task — take care of
those in need. His ministry was blessed
with beautiful accomplishments that
give beauty to the characteristics of a
deacon,” said Deacon Joseph Donohoe,
Director of Deacon Personnel for the
archdiocese. “He knew how to draw in
those that were in need and take care
of them. What a beautiful example he
gave to his brother deacons and the
community.”
file photo

W E ’RE MOV ING!
STARTING JUNE 18TH YOU CAN CONTACT US AT:

6160 South Syracuse Way, Suite 211, Greenwood Village, CO 80111
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com

4

JUNE 9-22, 2018 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Cover Story

New camp seeks to
create new traditions
for youth and families
BY AARON LAMBERT

N

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

estled in the Rocky Mountains
and resting in the shadow of
Long’s Peak, a new adventure
for Catholic youth and families awaits.
Annunciation Heights is a new Catholic youth and family camp located just
south of Estes Park in the Archdiocese
of Denver. Acquired late last year, the
four-lodge, 188-bed camp will serve as
home for new summer youth and family
camps, spring and fall outdoor lab programs, and year-round youth, college
and parish ministry retreats. The hope
for Annunciation Heights is to provide
a place for visitors to get away from the
hustle and bustle of life and gather in
a beautiful setting only Colorado can
offer, be served by a great staff and ultimately, grow closer to Christ.
“At the very core of everything, we’re
trying to provide a beautiful, adventurous, and sacred setting for youth and
young adults, parish groups and families to be brought into a deeper friendship with Jesus,” said Kyle Mills, Executive Director of Annunciation Heights.
“Our camp offers all the adventurous
elements kids will love: a zip line, a
lake with fishing, paddle boarding, and
canoeing, a low and high ropes course
and a climbing wall, just to name a few.
But most of all, I believe our camp will
make a difference in the lives of young
people because we intend to shower
them with the love of Christ.”
The name of the camp was chosen
deliberately based on when the camp
was discovered — during the archdiocesan consecration to Jesus through Mary.
Mary’s example of openness and responsiveness to God’s plan for her life is what
Mills hopes the camp can emulate.

“What the name does is it begins telling the story of Christ and the story of
every believer,” Mills explained. “If you
think about it, the Divine Messenger
comes to a teenage girl, at a particular place in Israel, at a particular point
in history and says, ‘The Lord is with
you.’ Presenting the sublime reality that
the Lord is truly with each of us will be
a special point of emphasis at Annunciation Heights.
“The mystery [of the Annunciation]
helps introduce what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus, exemplified most of
all by the Blessed Mother who demonstrates by her faith and docility how
to respond to the Holy Spirit speaking
into our lives: ‘Let it be done according
to your word.’ Mary’s simple trust and
total surrender served as the launching
point for the entire gospel and sets the
example for us as well.”
SAME LEGACY, NEW
TRADITIONS
Annunciation Heights is conveniently located two miles down the road
from Camp St, Malo, the old archdiocesan youth camp founded by Monsignor
Joseph Bosetti in 1916 and famously visited by St. John Paul II in 1993. The
camp was
ravaged
by a fire in
2011, and
while there
were plans
to rebuild
the retreat
center, a
2013 mudslide foiled
them.
However, the
iconic Chapel on the

Rock still stands and remains as beautiful as ever, and Annunciation Heights
will be utilizing the space in its operations. Mills expressed how providential it was that Annunciation Heights
is located so close to Camp St. Malo.
“As we begin to develop a new summer
youth camp in 2019, we do not need to
reinvent the wheel, but can draw upon
the legacy of two great men who walked
here before us and laid for us a solid
foundation on which to build.”
Monsignor Bosetti and St. John Paul
II were both faithful and holy men who
were committed to the youth of their
day, were both avid outdoorsmen and
knew the enormous impact that bringing youth and families to God’s creation
has. Mills is hopeful that Annunciation
Heights can carry on the legacy they
started and become a source of new
traditions.
“Based on their legacy, we want
Annunciation Heights to create new
youth and family camping traditions for
the Archdiocese of Denver,” Mills said.
Annunciation Heights is making
it a point to build not only a dynamic
summer youth camping program,
but also family camps. “As Catholic
parents, my wife,
Amberly, and I see
how much good it
does for us and our
kids when we are
given an opportunity to pray and play
with other Catholic
families. Jesus himself often withdrew
from the frenetic
pace of his public
ministry to the wilderness. That’s what
we hope Annunciation Heights will be

i

ANNUNCIATION HEIGHTS
Book now:
annunciationheights.org
970-586-5689

photo by jason weinrich

— a place where youth and families can
withdraw from the normal routine of
things and go to the wilderness to be
refreshed by the Lord with other likeminded friends and families.”
Annunciation Heights is opening
its first two family camps this July and
will follow next year with new summer
youth camps for boys and girls.
‘AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN
HOSPITALITY’
Annunciation Heights has been in
operation since mid-March, and has
already hosted several groups. In
August, the camp is also beginning a
missionary program for young adults
to come for a year-long mission to lead
and serve at the camp. The missionary
program will be the “heart and soul” of
what the camp is all about, Mills said.
The missionaries will receive a
robust faith formation and will simultaneously serve guests in a tangible
way. Annunciation Heights is currently
seeking applicants for the missionary
program.
“We’ll be given an opportunity to
go deeper with these individuals,”
Mills said. “They, in many ways, will
be the frontline people our guests will
encounter.”
“There is nothing more powerful than living and serving in a close
Christian community,” he continued.
“We want the culture of the camp to be
anchored in prayer, to really demonstrate authentic Christian life and
hospitality.”
To aid in this endeavor, the archdiocese is sending a full-time priest, Father
Salvador Sanchez, to live and serve as
the camp’s chaplain. “We are so blessed
to have Father Salvador. We will then
be able to center the life of the camp
around the daily Eucharist,” Mills said.
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A CAMP WITH OPEN ARMS
While Annunciation Heights is primarily a Catholic camp, other groups
from different Christian churches and
denominations will be “absolutely”
welcome to use it, Mills said. In fact,
its picturesque location just outside of
Estes Park makes it an ideal spot for any
sort of group to hold a retreat.
“I can’t help but hope we become
a place where true ecumenism happens; we don’t sacrifice in any way our
Catholic identity, but rather, clarify
and proclaim it respectfully to those
who come to the camp,” Mills, a former
Evangelical Protestant said.
Annunciation Heights will also be
the new location for the ever-popular
JPII Outdoor Lab program. Beginning

its 11th year of operation, and under the
dynamic leadership of its director, Julie
Morrison, JPII Outdoor Lab will continue to serve all the Catholic schools
of the Archdiocese, and will even serve
some public schools for their outdoor
education classes.
Annunciation Heights will serve a
variety of guests, hosting and providing programmed camps and retreats
throughout the year. No matter who
stays at the camp and experiences the
beauty of the natural wonders that surround it, the mission remains the same.
“Youth and families are particularly
hungry for a place to encounter Jesus,
and hopefully in a way that is tangible,”
Mills said. “At the very heart of everything, we want to make Jesus known.”

Presented in Denver by:

Major Support from:

In partnership with:

Kyle Mills, Executive Director of Annunciation Heights, and his wife
Amberly treasure the blessings and opportunities the new camp brings
to them and their children, as they encounter other Catholic families.
photo provided
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From sports
news to the
Good News

BY AARON LAMBERT

M

ark Haas thought he would
be a sports anchor for much
of his career. God had other

plans.
Now, Haas is the new Director of
Public Relations for the Archdiocese
of Denver — a position that the
Communications Office for
the archdiocese has never
traditionally had. Haas
has enjoyed a fruitful
career as a TV sports
anchor — including a
four-year stint on CBS
4 here in Denver — and
brings a unique skillset to
the archdiocese.
So how did Haas go from
being a sports anchor covering the
Denver Broncos on Super Bowl 50 to
the director of public relations for the
Archdiocese of Denver? We sat down
with him to find out.

Q&A
with

MARK
HAAS

Meet Mark Haas, the new
public relations director
for the archdiocese

DENVER CATHOLIC: What sort
of background do you come from?
MARK HAAS: I grew up in Fort Collins and became very interested in the
combination of sports and media, so I
wanted to create a career out of that. I
went to the University of Southern California, and then spent the next 12 years
working my way through small television markets, with stops in St. George,
Utah, Los Angeles, Bakersfield, Calif.,
and then four years here in Denver at
CBS 4. I’ve spent my career working
on the media side, so I have an understanding of how newsrooms work and
I’m hoping that in this role, knowing
how journalists work will help me to
spread the stories and message of the
Church in northern Colorado.
Mark
Haas,
former
TV sports
anchor,
seeks
to highlight the
services
and good
works
of the
Catholic
Church
as public
realtions
director
of the
archdiocese.
photo provided

DC: How does a sports anchor end
up as a PR director for the Catholic
Church?
MH: I was born and raised Catholic,
and, like a lot of young adults, I went
through some ups and downs in terms
of my faith, but in the tough times,
I’ve always been drawn back to a relationship with the Church and with
God. Especially within the last year
— I thought I was going to have a long
career doing sports television. It was
something I liked, it was something I
enjoyed, it was something I thought
I was good at. But I was faced with an
unexpected job loss, and looking at
what was important to me in terms of
staying in Colorado, starting my family
here and wanting to find a career that
had value, I really turned the situation
over to God. To the best of my ability, I

said, “Whatever you have planned for
me next, I’ll do.” Through a long process of applying for jobs, interviewing
for jobs, and trying to figure out what
my skills could translate to, I ended up
at the archdiocese and found a group
of people that saw some value in my
previous experiences and how I could
translate them into some new experiences. There was a disappointment
in leaving a career I loved, but there
is excitement now in getting to start a
new chapter and work for my Church
in a capacity where I can better live and
grow my faith.
DC: What are your goals as the PR
director for the archdiocese?
MH: I think that for a long time local
news coverage in general focused
mostly on negative stories, but I’ve seen
that start to change and local media give
more attention to positive stories, and
is there any better news than the news
of Jesus Christ? My goal is to help highlight some of the great things that are
happening in the Catholic Church and
to make sure people are aware of the
services that are offered by the Catholic
Church.
I’ve also seen in my career that many
people have a negative opinion of the
media and are hesitant to trust them,
but it’s been my experience with the
reporters, anchors and journalists I’ve
worked with that they sincerely want
to do a good job — they want to tell fair
and truthful stories. So, my goal is to
bridge the gap and be a great liaison
between the media and the Catholic
Church, helping the local outlets do
their job, and inviting them to tell our
great stories.
DC: Who’s the most famous person
that you’ve met?
MH: Peyton Manning. Peyton was very
smart with the media and he knew how
to avoid questions that he didn’t like.
During tough times with the Broncos,
he had a way of making a joke that
we would all kind of bite on and that
would become the headline as opposed
to talking about the struggles with the
team. He was very skilled — but professional — with the media.
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GIVE THE GIFT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

ADOPT A STUDENT TODAY!
“I want to say, ‘thank you, thank you,’ because it’s a huge blessing
for us to be able to provide our kids with a Catholic education.
It would be devastating if, as parents, we couldn’t provide it anymore.
I’m very grateful that we can keep her going with the help of Seeds of Hope.”
-Jessica (Parent at St. Catherine of Siena)

Seeds of Hope cultivates minds and hearts
for Christ by making Catholic education ﬁnancially accessible
to any family who seeks it.
YOUR GIFT WILL CHANGE LIVES.

TO ADOPT A STUDENT
OR MAKE A GIFT,
visit seedsofhopedenver.org
or call 303-715-3127

REAL STORIES. REAL EMOTION. REAL COMMUNITY.
Starting in July, join us for live, multimedia events as we share the stories behind
the life-changing work of Catholic Charities in our community.

Kyle Dyer, storyteller and former
TV news anchor, will host the July 17 event.

Chris Stefanick, founder of Real Life Catholic,
will host the August event.

REGISTER NOW TO PARTICIPATE

ccdenver.org/engage
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YOU’RE
INVITED
Saturday,
August 4th, 2018
8:00 a.m. shotgun start
– LOCATION –
Colorado National Golf Club
2700 Vista Pkwy, Erie, CO 80516
Foursomes and Sponsorship
opportunities available,
visit www.hfgolfclassic.org
or call 720.476.7518

hfgolfclassic.org

What Pope
Francis
wants
fathers to
know
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

T

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

he universal word “father” points to a fundamental relationship that is
as old as human history. Yet, Pope Francis says we have reached a point
in history in which many would claim our society is a “society without
fathers,” characterized not so much by the hostile presence of the father, but by
his “absence” and “inaction.”
In the hope of fighting the many negative consequences in children and society
that a negligence of this responsibility causes, the pope has often preached on
the importance of being holy fathers and husbands, helping men strive for the
type of holiness they are called to live out.
These are some of the key elements the Holy Father has highlighted.
BE PRESENT
Pope Francis insists that being present in the family doesn’t simply mean being
or living in the same place. Rather, it means that a father must “share everything”
with his wife and children: joy and sorrow, hope and hardship. He must be close to
his children in the different stages of life: “when they play and when they strive,
when they are carefree and when they are distressed, when they are talkative and
when they are silent, when they are daring and when they are afraid, when they
take a wrong step and when they find their path again.”
HAND DOWN WHAT REALLY MATTERS
What really matters is that a father hand down a wise heart to his son, the pope
says. The Father should not say to his child, “I am proud of you because you are the
same as me, because you repeat the things I say and do.” Instead, he should say,
“I will be happy every time I see you act with wisdom, and I will be moved every
time that I hear you speak with rectitude.” A father should teach his children the
attitude to feel, act, speak and judge with wisdom and rectitude, the pope says.
YOUR EXAMPLE IS A PRIORITY
In order to hand down what really matters, the pope assures that the father
must be just that which he is trying to convey to his children. A wise and mature
father should be able to say to his child: “I gave you a testimony of rigor and
steadfastness that perhaps you didn’t understand, when you would have liked
only complicity and protection. I had first to test myself in the wisdom of my
heart, be vigilant of my excesses of sentiment and resentment, in order to carry
the weight of the inevitable misunderstandings, to find the right words to make
myself understood.” This will make it possible for his children to pass down the
message to the following generation. It’s a legacy that his children will honor
and that will bring abundant joy and consolation to a father, Pope Francis says.
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If, then, there is someone who can
fully explain the prayer of the ‘Our
Father,’ taught by Jesus, it is the one who
lives out paternity in the ﬁrst person. ”
POPE FRANCIS

BE A COMPANION AND A FATHER
Be both, the Holy Father says, but don’t abuse. Sometimes fathers err on just
being one or the other. When they want to be fathers by being present but without
closeness, they run the risk of being controlling. “Fathers who are too controlling
overshadow their children, they don’t let them develop,” the Holy Father says. On the
other hand, when fathers only treat their children as peers, they are likely to
retreat and neglect their responsibilities. “It’s true that you’re a ‘companion’ to
your child, but without forgetting that you are the father! If you behave only as a
peer to your child, it will do him or her no good,” Pope Francis says.
CORRECT WITH CHARITY
A child needs an authoritative figure, and so it is important that the father knows
how to correct with firmness: “He is not a weak father, submissive and sentimental,”
Pope Francis points out. Knowing how to correct, however, implies doing so without
causing great damage. In other words, a father must learn to discipline with a sense
of dignity. “The father who knows how to correct without humiliating is the one
who knows how to protect without sparing himself… He must punish, but he does
it in a just way, and moves on,” the pontiff states. To do this, a father must learn how
to wait and how to forgive from the depths of his heart, he adds.
YOU MATTER
Pope Francis understands fathers can feel “useless” or “unnecessary” at times.
Yet, he insists that the father plays a key role simply by the “gift of his masculinity,”
which compliments the gift of femininity, and allows him to be present to his wife
and children in a unique way. He has the capacity of leading his children to God
in a special way: “If, then, there is someone who can fully explain the prayer of
the ‘Our Father,’ taught by Jesus, it is the one who lives out paternity in the first
person. [Yet] without the grace that comes from the Father who is in Heaven,
fathers loose courage, and abandon camp,” the pope says.
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Spend this Summer
getting closer to God
The Way
of Surrender:
Uncovering God’s Will

The Way with God:
Hearing
God’s Voice

Saturday, July 14, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 15, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Archdiocesan Pastoral Center
St. John Paul II Center
Denver, Colorado
Are you in a life situation that
you feel you cannot solve?
Learn more about your
true Self and the surrender
process.

Regis University - St. John
Francis Regis Chapel
An annual retreat focusing
on One Simple Voice’s
contemplative journaling
program, guiding you to hear
God’s voice in conversation
each day.

Register today at www.onesimplevoice.org
or by calling 719-866-6542
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They were fathers
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA
carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

Now with our “Wheels For Wheels” program, you can donate your old vehicle to DHHA.
Your old wheels will provide new wheels for those in need!

F

atherhood is undoubtedly a sure
path to holiness. Being a faithful
husband, educating one’s children in the faith and having Jesus at
the center are all concrete ways of living
according to the vocation of married

Turn your Clunker
into Cash!
Go to svdpUSAcars.com
Or call 1-800-322-8284
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
has a quick and easy way to turn
your unwanted car, truck or boat into
cash and help those in need.

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
It’s all here and getting
even better.
We are thrilled to announce our Catholic
independent senior living tower is getting
a complete top to bottom renovation
including new penthouse apartments
with spectacular views and a total
makeover of apartments on lower levels.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth is one of the
top senior living communities in Denver’s
Highland neighborhood and offers daily
Mass in it’s 120 year-old chapel.

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 303.964.3804

homeishere.org

ST. LOUIS MARTIN
(1823-1894)
Martin is the father of St.
Thérèse of Lisieux and was canonized with his wife by Pope Francis
in 2015. He was born in Bordeaux,
France and was known for being a
pious man and having a good heart.
At age 35, he married Zélie Guerin,
with whom he had nine children,
four of whom died at birth. The five
daughters that lived embraced the
religious life. In his family, virtue
was nurtured through daily Mass,
personal and communal prayer,
frequent confession and participation in parish life. They were a middle-class family but lived a simple
life. His wife died of cancer in 1877.
His oldest daughter, Marie-Louise,
undertook her mother’s responsibilities at age 17. St. Thérèse was
only four years old. His daughters
joined the convent: Pauline in 1882,
Marie-Louise in 1886, Thérèse in
1888 at age 15 – for which she had
to obtain a dispensation from Pope
Leo XIII – and Leonine in 1899. “It
is a great honor that the Lord wants
to take all of my daughters,” Louis
once said. He had a stroke in 1887
and lost his memory, the ability to
talk, began to suffer from hallucinations and desired to embrace the
monastic life. He died in September 1894, after which Celine, who
had been taking care of him, also
entered the Carmelite convent.

ST. THOMAS MOORE
(1478 – 1535)
Thomas Moore was born in Cheapside, England. At age 13, he moved to
the house of the Archbishop of Canterbury to work as a messenger, and
when the prelate became aware of the
intellectual potential of the young
Moore, he sent him to Oxford University. He obtained his doctorate in
law at age 22. Moore thought he was
called to be a Carthusian and moved
to a monastery. Four years later, he
realized this was not his vocation. He
married Jane Colt in 1505 and had
four children: Margaret, Elizabeth,
Cecily and John. His obligations
often required him to be away from
his family, yet he articulated his love
to his children and his constant concern for them. His wife died six years
after their wedding. Moore married a
widowed woman Alice Middleton. In
1529, he was named High Chancellor
of England. Two years later, King
Henry VIII divorced his wife and
asked the Holy See to accept a second
marriage to Ana Bolena. But since
the pope denied his request, the king
declared himself Supreme Head of
the Church of England. The King then
began to persecute those who did not
accept the new order. Among those
who opposed was Moore, who was
apprehended for rejection the law. “I
must obey my conscience and think
of my soul’s salvation. That is much
more important than anything the
world can offer,” he said while imprisoned. He was sentenced to death and
was beheaded in July 1535.
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and became saints
life. Being a father is also a mission of
educating one’s children and being a
light in the world that illuminates the
earthly realities and takes God to the
ends of the earth though example and
testimony.

To celebrate Father’s Day, we have
highlighted the lives of some men who,
in their vocation as fathers, reached
holiness.

N

JUNE 22-JULY 4

E

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

ZACH WILLIAMS

CHAIN BREAKER FEAR IS A LIAR OLD CHURCH CHOIR

ST. MANUEL MORALES
(1898-1926)
Morales is one of the martyr
saints of the 20th century Mexican
Cristero War. Born in Sombrerete,
Zacatecas, he moved to Chalchihuites, Zacatecas at a young age. He
entered the Seminary of Durango
but had to leave to help provide for
his family. As the owner of a bakery,
he married Consuelo Loera in 1921
and had three children. He was
known for being a working man, a
layman committed to the apostolates in his parish and for having an
intense spiritual life nurtured by
the Eucharist.
He also stands out for being
nurturing toward his wife and
children. He was a member of the
Circle of Catholic Workers and of
the Catholic Action for Mexican
Youth movements. He was also the
leader of the National League for
the Defense of Religious Liberty.
In an address, Morales radically
defended religious liberty and was
denounced for it, along with his
parish priest Father Luis Batis. The
soldiers offered to release him if
he accepted the antireligious law
of President Plutarco Elías Calles,
which he denied. At the point of
death, he, like many of his countrymen, said, “¡Viva Cristo Rey! ¡Viva
la Virgen de Guadalupe!” (“Long
live Christ the King! Long live the
Virgin of Guadalupe!”) Morales
was canonized by St. John Paul II
in 2000.

ST. LOUIS IX, KING OF FRANCE
(1214-1270)
He was son of King Louis VIII of
France and Blanche of Castile. His
mother instilled in him the love of
the faith and horror of sin. After his
father’s death, he was crowned king
in 1226 and married Margaret of
Provence in 1234, having 11 children,
nine of whom reached adulthood. He
nurtured his wife and cultivated a life
of prayer of her, which included Mass,
prayer of the Divine Office and frequent confession. He was especially
attentive to his children’s education
and wrote to them, saying that it was
better to undergo martyrdom than to
commit a mortal sin. He also urged
them to accept any tribulation with
gratitude and instilled in them the
value of comforting the poor.
“Have mercy on the poor, unfortunate and afflicted, and help and
console them the best you can. Thank
God for all his benefits and you will
be worthy to receive greater ones...
always side with the poor over the
rich until you find out where the truth
lies,” he wrote to one of his sons.
During his reign, St. Louis condemned usury and sanctioned those
who had charged high interest to
return the money to those in need. He
also sent an army to the Holy Land
in 1247 to defend it from the Muslim
invasion. He founded hospitals and
invited beggars for meals at his home.
He died Aug. 25, 1270. On his death
bed, he said, “Lord, I am happy because
I will go to your heavenly home to
adore you and love you forever.”

$
$
FAITH
&
FAMILY
30/
40
ADD FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT TO PACKAGE FOR ONLY 20
$

2018 SUPERSTARS SERIES

DARIUS RUCKER DUSTIN LYNCH
AARON WATSON SAMMY KERSHAW, COLLING RAYE & AARON TIPPIN

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND TICKETS:

GREELEYSTAMPEDE.ORG
970-356-7787
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Family ﬁnds fresh start
at Samaritan House
BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

A

ndrea and her three children
were out of options.
“I had no money, no car, no
credit, no husband, no college education, no job, no financial stability,” said
Andrea. “My faith and my children were
all I had.”
The lack of necessities resulted from
abusive and damaging relationships
that left the family on their own.
“I found myself a single mother with
PTSD, with two autistic children and a
baby,” said Andrea. “I was unprepared.”
Andrea struggled to find work
because it required finding childcare
for her kids — one that was equipped
to handle children with special needs
— and she couldn’t afford it.
Unexpected costs and time-consuming

Join us in
celebrating Father
Andrew Kemberling’s
30th Anniversary
on Saturday, June 23 at
the 5 p.m. Mass.
Reception immediately
following
in Garden Room.
2375 E. Arizona Ave. Denver
303-744-6119

Andrea
and her
three
children
turned to
Samaritan
House
after
coming
upon
tough
times,
and
through
their programs,
they
recieved
the care
and tools
necessary
to help
them get
back on
their feet.

issues that come with parenthood made
holding down a consistent job tough. The
jobs Andrea did take on — from babysitting to housecleaning to working at fast
food restaurants — didn’t pay the bills.
“It all wasn’t quite enough to keep
our heads above water,” said Andrea.
When Andrea and her family eventually lost their home in Colorado Springs,
they moved in with relatives in Denver,
where things didn’t go as smoothly as
the family hoped.
“All parties involved knew that it was
a temporary living situation, but I never
imagined we’d be asked to leave so soon
and without warning,” said Andrea. “It
hurt my heart.”
Living in a new city without a home,
Andrea desperately searched online for
help.
“These are the circumstances that
led me and my family to the Samaritan
House.”

photo by nissa lapoint

Unite your
Faith and Finances

30

Join us
in celebrating
th

Anniversary
www.saintvincents.org
Fr. Armando Marsal,
DCJM,
will celebrate 25 years
of priestly ministry
on July 6
at St. Mary Parish,
6853 S. Prince St.,
Littleton.
We will celebrate
a special Mass of
thanksgiving at 7:00 p.m.
followed by a reception.

All are invited to join us
in thanking God for the gift of Fr. Armando’s vocation.

Local banking with Catholic Values.
Become a member Today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
FOLLOW US
facebook.com/FidelisCatholicCreditUnion

Uniting Your Faith and Finances

@FidelisCatholicCreditUnion
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‘A BLESSING FROM GOD’
Samaritan House is a shelter run
by Catholic Charities that provides a
safe environment for people who are
homeless. It offers meals, shelter, security, case management and individual
guidance to help those it serves get on
a path to success.
Samaritan House receives a percentage of funding from the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal, and the lives of
families like Andrea’s are transformed
through its gifts.
“The new start my family has been
able to make here in Denver is a blessing from God — heavily due to the program we went through at the Samaritan
House,” said Andrea.
The family that was once overwhelmed by the daunting challenges
of life was suddenly overwhelmed by
the goodness of mankind.
“Love and compassion were available and obvious throughout the entire
facility,” said Andrea. “The children and
I always felt safe and protected.”
Andrea worked with a case manager who helped her reach short- and
long-term goals related to employment,
housing, healthcare and education.
She was able to search for jobs, houses

and other necessities because of the
computers available inside Samaritan
House’s resource room.
Andrea’s kids loved the meals they
shared and the activities they participated in — including hiking, swimming, sports camps, birthday parties
and youth groups.
“All of my three kids never once felt
‘homeless’ during our time at Samaritan House,” said Andrea. “In fact, they
referred to the program as home …”
Daily life in the program also
required focus and discipline from the
family, which Andrea says has helped
them in their fresh start.
“The required sobriety, savings goals,
curfew and chores we had to do while
in the program made it so much easier
for me to establish a healthy structure
and way of life in our current home,”
she said.
SUPPORT
SAMARITAN HOUSE
To donate to the Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal, which helps
fund Samaritan House, visit
archden.org/givetoday.

20 18

Colecta Anual

RENEWED FAITH
One of the greatest gifts Samaritan
House granted Andrea and her family
is a restored faith in God.
“Most importantly, the greatness of
faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
that has been restored in my children
and myself is much due to the faithbased care and guidance we received
at the Samaritan House,” Andrea said.
The difference the program made in
the family’s spiritual life is apparent.
“We smile more, hold our heads
higher, walk with more confidence,”
she said. “The strength the children
developed through last year’s struggles
resounds in their personalities, schoolwork and in their precious eyes when
they commit to a goal.
“A spiritual growth in the children is
clear to me as well,” she added. “They
pray more, read the Bible more, ask
questions about it all and seem to have
an understanding that was previously
lacking. I, too, have a zeal for the Lord
that perhaps had been put on hold often
in the past.”
Andrea and her family now have
their own home. Her children ﬂourish
in sports, independence, interest in
education and compassion for others.

The Samaritan House provides a
safe environment for people who
are homeless. file photo

Andrea has hopes for getting a degree
to be a music therapist and eventually
starting her own nonprofit devoted to
serving the community and those in
need through art and creativity.
Andrea remains grateful and deeply
inspired by those who served her family
during a time of dire need.
“I treasure and thank the Lord for
my experience at the Samaritan House,”
she said.

Your gift helps support parish operations
and funds nearly forty ministries

Del Arzobispo

60

Educating

Forming
future priests in our
seminaries

2

9,000 Catholic
school students

3,000 Hispanic adult

212,000 nights

education students

of shelter

732,000 meals served

www.archden.org/givetoday

•

303-867-0614
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A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

INTERIOR
RENOVATION

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Lower Level
Bathrooms
and Lift:
• $350,000
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$893,959

All donations are tax deductible

WELCOME TO A NEW BEGINNING
AND NEW NAME
The staff of St. Raphael Counseling joins
Catholic Charities of Denver,
formerly Sacred Heart Counseling
ONE TEAM, ONE MISSION

MORE CLINICAL CARE
GROUNDED IN CHURCH TEACHING
Call (720) 377-1359 to set an appointment

straphaelcounseling.com

Around the Archdiocese

Catholic women’s clinic
ﬁghts back against
defamatory video
Marisol Health threatens liberal
advocacy group ProgressNow
Colorado with legal action
BY ROXANNE KING

M

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

arisol Health threatened
legal action publicly May 23
against ProgressNow Colorado demanding that Marisol’s image
and reference be removed from a propaganda video that calls the women’s
health care organization a “fake clinic.”
Marisol, which is run by Catholic
Charities, held a press conference at
its Denver clinic after its attorneys
received no response from a May 17
letter giving ProgressNow, an aggressive liberal advocacy group, three days
to meet their mandate.
“It’s a clear case of defamation,
called libel, and we are prepared with
Marisol to take this to the next level
if ProgressNow and its affiliates don’t
respond to our demand letter,” attorney
Michael Norton said at the media event.
As of this moment there has been no
response.
“That is not surprising for drive-by
organizations like ProgressNow whose
political interests outweigh truth. The
truth here is that Marisol Health does
provide comprehensive health care for
women, it is a quality organization and
it will do what it needs to do to defend
its reputation.”
Norton was joined by Jan McIntosh,
Vice President of Marisol Services, and
Dede Chism, co-founder and Executive
Director of Bella Natural Women’s Care
and Family Wellness, which partners
with Marisol.
Through its partnership with Bella,
Marisol runs clinics in Denver and
Lafayette that provide a full range of
women’s health care services provided
by licensed medical professionals.
Marisol’s health care services include
comprehensive obstetrics, gynecological and prenatal care, infertility

Marisol Health appeared in a
defamatory video by ProgressNow.

care, testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections, pregnancy
testing and ultrasounds, and abortion
pill reversals.
On staff are three board-certified
doctors, four nurse practitioners, a certified nurse midwife and case managers.
“We provide these services to all who
come to our door no matter whether
they are able to pay or not,” McIntosh
said. “In fact 45 percent of our patients
have no income or income less than
$15,000 per year; 45 percent have Medicaid and 32 percent are uninsured.”

“

The truth here
is that Marisol
Health does provide
comprehensive health
care for women, it is a
quality organization
and it will do what it
needs to do to defend
its reputation.”
MICHAEL NORTON
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Sacred Heart Jesuit

iRetreat Housei

Silence

Retreats are a time of
silence. The retreat from
the everyday environment
helps one to get calm inside.
Through partnership with Bella, Marisol Health clinics provide healthcare
services by licensed professionals including comprehensive obstetrics,
gynecological and prenatal care and infertility care. photos by vanessa chavez | marisol health

Marisol also offers counseling and
social services to its patients who need
them, McIntosh said. Those services
include mental health and substance
abuse treatment, domestic violence
intervention, and housing for single
expectant mothers, single mothers
with children and single women who
are experiencing homelessness.
“We are shocked and offended that
an organization would use our name
to make false statements about our
licensed medical staff and seek to deter
help for so many women who are often
without food, housing, jobs, emotional
support and quality medical care,”
McIntosh said.
The ProgressNow video titled “Crisis
Pregnancy Centers” includes photos
of four crisis pregnancy centers in the
metro-area, including the Denver Marisol Health clinic, as a woman, identified only as Aubrey, a 40-year-old art
teacher, recalls her college experience
of being referred to an unidentified
clinic when she found herself with an
unexpected pregnancy.
Aubrey relates that the pregnancy
center lacked medical personnel outside of an ultrasound technician, which
concerned her as she had a seizure disorder that could have been fatal to her
pregnancy. As the video shifts to city
scenes, bold white text over the photos
declare: “There are more than 60 crisis
pregnancy centers in Colorado; Staff
rarely have any medical training; They
often lie or refuse to provide accurate
information.”
The video is posted to ProgressNow
Colorado’s Facebook page. It is also
on the No Fake Care website of ProgressNow affiliate, the Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and
Reproductive Rights. COLOR also put
up billboards around Denver that say,

“In Your Neighborhood: Fake Health
Center” and include the nofakecare.
com web address.
The video and billboards are part of a
trend by pro-abortion groups to undermine the work of pro-life pregnancy
centers. The US Supreme Court is now
deciding a case—National Institute of
Family and Life Advocates v. Becerra—
to determine whether a California law
that requires pro-life pregnancy centers to inform women of the availability
of abortions elsewhere violates their
First Amendment and free speech
rights.
“We demand that all video footage of
and references to Marisol Health on ProgressNow’s website or Facebook page,
including the website or Facebook page
of COLOR or any other ProgressNow
affiliate, and posted to YouTube, be
immediately deleted or redacted from
all such websites, Facebook pages or
YouTube postings,” Norton wrote in
the letter to ProgressNow Colorado.
ProgressNow didn’t respond to requests
from the Denver Catholic for comment.
Client response to Marisol Health is
proof that its groundbreaking services
are valued, Chism said.
“The forging of services between
Bella and Marisol brings a new level to
health care,” she said at the press conference. “The need for this innovative
style, this new style of women’s health
care, has been evident in the overwhelming response we have received
in the last three and half years … in the
caring for over 5,000-plus patients.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:
MarisolHealth.com

Listening

Mindfulness grows in this
silence. Those who make
retreats listen to the word
of the God and to what
makes His word vibrate
in our soul.
facebook.com/sacredheartretreat

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
www.sacredheartretreat.org

RISE WITH US TO TODAY!
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A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

Juan Carlos Reyes,
new Director of Centro
San Juan Diego, a
product of its services
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785

A

s Centro San Juan Diego (CSJD) celebrates its 15th anniversary, its new
director Juan Carlos Reyes shared his goals and aspirations for the archdiocesan organization that serves hundreds of Hispanics in Colorado
every year.
After the relocation of the Hispanic Ministry team from CSJD to the John
Paul II Center earlier this year, Reyes talked about the way CSJD still follows
the footsteps of Jesus by putting love into action, as it ministers to the Hispanic
community.
DENVER CATHOLIC: What is
Centro San Juan Diego (CSJD) and
what key services does it provide
for the Hispanic community in
Denver?
JUAN CARLOS REYES: CSJD is a
ministry of the Archdiocese of
Denver. It exists because the Church
in northern Colorado,
starting with
Archbishops Chaput
and Gomez and now
Archbishop Aquila,
deem it crucial to
respond to the needs
of immigrants in a
way that is holistic and
integral to the person,

especially when a very large group
arrives. It is important that a
community feels welcome and is
embraced with love and care.
As of March 2018, CSJD no longer
houses the Hispanic Ministry team,
which has been relocated to the John
Paul II Center as part of the Evangelization and Family Life Ministry
Office. Yet, it continues to be the

Q&A
with

CARLOS
REYES
Juan
Carlos
Reyes
seeks to
expand
the
services
provided
by CSJD
to communities
outside
of the
Metro
area.
photo provided
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place where most of the team’s activities occur.
CSJD accompanies and guides the
community on its integration journey.
In a more practical way, it provides
adult education, resources and referrals. Some of those services include:
GED, ESL and computer classes; citizenship/naturalization preparation;
financial literacy programs; free legal
clinics; tax counselor training programs; free tax aide; bachelor’s degrees
programs valid in the U.S. and more.
We offer a place of trust not only
because we are part of the Church, but
most importantly because we have
always treated the community with
respect. To the best of our ability, we
have always strived to offer high-quality
programs.

“

We believe our
participants
have much to offer.
What we see in
them is potential
and opportunity.
We truly believe
they can achieve
unimaginable
heights and we try
to communicate that
through all we do.”
JUAN CARLOS REYES

DC: What does it mean for you to be
the new director of CSJD?
JCR: I, in many ways, consider myself
to be a product of CSJD. By CSJD, I
mean the Church actively reaching
out to me. I started coming to CSJD
for faith formation when I was a teen
until I eventually received my formal
education through CSJD. In 2009, CSJD
launched a bachelor’s degree virtual
program in Catholic Studies through a
partnership with Anahuac University
in Mexico City, a Catholic University.
I was part of the first class. The goal of
integration was accomplished by CSJD
when the first class of nine students
graduated from the program. More than
half of us are working or have worked
for the Church and all of us are serving

the Church in one capacity or another.
CSJD not only told me that I was
capable of doing great things for others
and that I had potential to develop, but
it also gave me the tools and formation
to be able to do it. CSJD gave me the
opportunity to reimagine my life and
to redefine it.
While I have been working at CSJD
for five years, becoming the director
takes things to a whole new level. Much
I have received, much I must give back.
DC: What are your goals as CSJD
reaches its 15th anniversary?
JCR: It is my desire to help CSJD
move forward, to continue its great
legacy thus far and to make sure CSJD
continues to be a place of hope and
opportunity.
Concretely, I would like to decentralize or replicate some of the CSJD
services at other locations in the Denver
metro area, but also, I would very much
like to reach out to the communities
outside of the Metro area, such as those
in the mountains (western slope), in the
north and on the eastern plains.
The mission of CSJD is now with
the young and U.S.-born generation of
Hispanics. Integration is a generational
process in upper mobility, if you will,
but quite frankly is much more than
that.
The generation of U.S. born Hispanics are facing a number of “adversities,” many times unknown to them
and to their parents, that make it near
impossible for them to fully develop
their potential and truly live out the
American Dream of becoming or doing
anything you set yourself to. I humbly
believe that CSJD’s next chapter is to
take a holistic approach to the family,
to continue to help the parents as it has
been for the past 15 years but now with
the focus on the new generation.
DC: Is there anything else you would
like to add?
JCR: What CSJD is truly made of is a
team, mostly made up of immigrants,
that are passionate about carrying out
the mission of the Church. While we
do not explicitly preach the Gospel to
anyone or in any way proselytize, we
are often told by participants that they
have, in fact, experienced the love and
care of Mother Church through Centro.
We believe that immigrants are a
gift to the Church and to society. We
believe our participants have much to
offer. What we see in them is potential
and opportunity. We truly believe they
can achieve unimaginable heights and
we try to communicate that through
all we do.

Statement on
so-called Catholic Masses
It is the case that Christian services that appear to be
Catholic Masses, but in actuality are not, are celebrated
within the territory of the Archdiocese of Denver by various
ex-priests, priests without faculties, invalidly ordained
priests, priests who are part of sects not in communion
with the Pope, etc. These services, while they have the
semblance of being authentic celebrations of the Mass,
are in fact, not; they are invalid and illicit. Catholics
should neither attend these services nor partake in their
communion. Participation in such services does not fulfill
one’s Sunday obligation.
American Catholic Community (American Orthodox Catholic Church)
1921 S. Havana, Aurora, CO 80014
Church of St. Albert Liberal Catholic Church
430 10th Street, Greeley, CO 80631

Church of the Beloved (Ecumenical Catholic Church)
10500 Grant Dr., Northglenn, CO 80233
Church of the Holy Family Ecumenical Catholic Church
(Ecumenical Catholic Church)
6738 E. Iliff Ave., Aurora, CO 80013

Divine Mercy Catholic Church

(Communion of International Catholic Communities)
6105 South Main Street Aurora, CO 80016

Iglesia de Cristo Rey (American Orthodox Catholic Church)
3138 So Parker Rd. Aurora, CO 80014
Light of Christ (Ecumenical Catholic Church)
1000 West 15th Ave, Longmont, CO 80501

Mary of Magdala (Ecumenical Catholic Church)
1208 West Elizabeth Street Fort Collins, CO
Our Lady of the Snow Trad. Catholic Church

4101 Lamar St., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

Our Lady of Victory Roman Catholic Chapel

2566 Sable Blvd., Aurora CO 80011

Pax Christi (Ecumenical Catholic Church)
3250 E 6th Ave Denver, CO 80206

St. Mary’s Anglican Catholic Church

2290 S Clayton St Denver, CO 80210

St. Paul Lutheran & Roman Catholic Community
1600 Grant St., Denver, CO 80203

Society of St. Pius X

Concerning churches that form part of the Society of St. Pius X, which
is not in full communion with the pope. While it is true that the society’s
priests are validly ordained, they have not been given permission to exercise their ministry. Masses celebrated at St. Isidore and the Annunciation
Chapel are not sanctioned by the Archbishop of Denver. Catholics should
neither attend these Masses nor partake in communion.

St. Isidore

32100 E. Colfax Ave, Watkins, CO 80137

Annunciation Chapel Society of Pius X

290 E. County Road 56 Ft. Collins, CO 80524
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Local Catholic’s action leads to unexpected result
A
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

briana Chilelli was fed up with
driving her kids home from
school.
It wasn’t a mundane routine or long
commute that created her frustrations.
It was a van with images of exploited
women parked outside Diamond Cabaret — a downtown strip club — that sat
in plain sight of passersby, including
Chilelli and her young children.
“There’s a lot of stuff downtown that
I was able to distract my kids with for a
couple weeks,” said Chilelli. “But then
after a while, it was hard.
“I thought, ‘All I’m doing is driving
home and I’m working really hard to
make sure that my kids aren’t seeing
this pornographic image,’” she said.
“And it was a lot of work.”
Chilelli, who works at the Archdiocese of Denver’s Catholic Schools
Office as the Director of Curriculum and
Instruction, was upset by the degrading
portrayal of the human body.
“We work really hard to teach our

kids that your bodies are beautiful and
they have meaning and they’re worth
something,” she said.
Chilelli’s nine-year-old son started
to ask his mom why she always tried to
distract them at that particular light. He
asked her if it was because of the van.
When she said yes, he replied, “Yeah,
it just doesn’t look good.”
Chilelli changed her route to avoid
the van, but it added 15 minutes to the
commute. Between that and her son
noticing the vehicle, she knew she had
to act.
Chilelli reached out to the local
police, who told her they were aware
of the van but that it didn’t violate any
public indecency laws. She then wrote
to her city councilman and was referred
to the councilman in the district where
the van was parked.
“I didn’t expect anything to happen
because I figured nobody would care,”
said Chilelli.
But she did get a response.
It turns out the van’s location was in
violation of a zoning code, which says

A Special Place
for Seniors to call Home
 Locally owned and operated 

Abriana
Chilelli’s
desire
to teach
her children the
dignity
of the
human
person
led her
to act
publicly.
photo provided

you can’t have a parked vehicle advertising outside of your business, and Diamond Cabaret had to move the van to
the back of the building — out of sight
from regular street traffic.
“While I’m disappointed the code
wasn’t protecting people from seeing
the exploitation of people’s bodies,” said
Chilelli, “it at least got rid of it.”
The experience reminded her that
it’s worth it to stand up for the dignity of
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Elevated Senior Living
16 hours of nursing/7 days per week and 24 hour
caregivers • Meaningful Connections™ everyday
• Connected Care/Innovated Care Technology
• Spacious studio, one bedroom and two
bedroom ﬂoorplans • Sunday shuttles to local
churches/ Weekly Eucharistic visitation
Call us today to schedule a tour, or visit our website to learn more

303.351.5455

VillageAtBelmar.com

7825 W. Alameda Ave. Lakewood, CO 80226
Tours: Mon – Sat: 9am – 5pm Sunday: By Appointment
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the human body, even if you don’t
expect a positive result.
“It can feel very much like swimming
upstream — trying to raise children in
this culture and trying to help them
understand what we know from our
faith is true about our bodies,” she said.
“This made me feel like actually I
don’t have to feel so overwhelmed, that
there are concrete steps I can take.”
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Get Involved
JULY

JUNE

Screening of Outcasts
Documentary

Serpahic Praise and
Worship
28 6:30 p.m., Annunciation Catholic
Church, 3601 Humboldt St., Denver.
Allow the Capuchin Franciscans to pray
with you and for you at evenings of
Eucharistic adoration, praise and worship, with the opportunity for
confession and fellowship. Other dates
include July 19 and August 16. For
more information, visit capuchins.org/
seraphic.
JUNE

Steubenville of the Rockies

13 7 p.m., Light of the World Catholic Church, 10316 W. Bowles Ave., Littleton,
free. Light of the World is hosting a screening of an award-winning new
documentary entitled Outcasts. After the screening, the film’s executive producer,
Joe Campo, and one of the Franciscan Friars in the film will hold a Q & A session.
Please be aware that this film is for mature audiences. To watch a trailer, visit
outcaststhemovie.com, and for tickets, visit lotwoutcastsmovie.eventbrite.com

22 6/22 - 6/24. Crowne Plaza DIA,
$195. The annual Steubenville of the
Rockies conferences is one of the largest Catholic youth conferences in the
Rocky Mountain region. The theme for
this year’s conference will be
“Revealed” and will feature a variety of
speakers. Registration for the conference is sold out — please call
303-715-3178 to get on the waiting list.

JUNE

26

WAYS TO SERVE
16

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available
Marisol Health is in
need of community
engagement
volunteers and
mentors. Visit
mshealth.serve.
ccdenver.org for
time slots.

Help seniors at Mulroy
Senior Center
Individual or small
group needed
Monday through
Thursday at Mulroy
Senior Center, 10
a.m. until noon.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

The Gabriel House Project

St. Scholastica Father’s
Day Potluck BBQ

The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

10 a.m., Lehigh Park, 751
Eichhorn Drive, Erie, free.
Join St. Scholastica’s
parish community to
celebrate Father’s Day.
Kids will have the
opportunity to play
at the park while the
adults enjoy a game of
volleyball. Please bring
a side dish to share.
Hamburgers and hot
dogs will be provided.

One-time serving
opportunities

6 p.m., Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Sheridan, free.
Denver Faith and
Culture hosts Joseph
Pearce at Holy Name
Parish, speaking
about faith in Europe.
For more info, visit
denverfaithandculture.
org.

To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities, contact
Rebecca at rmessall@
ccdenver.org
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Denver Faith and
Culture: Joseph Pearce

23

‘The Grace of Yes’
Women’s Retreat

9 a.m., Light of the
World Parish, 10316 W.
Bowles Ave., Littleton,
$40. This is a retreat
for women of all ages
with Lisa Hendey, a
renowned speaker,
founder of catholicmom.
com, and author of
several books, including
Handbook for Catholic
Moms. For tickets and
more info, contact the
parish at 303-973-3969.

The State of Religious
Freedom in Colorado

7 p.m., St. Thomas
More Parish, McCallin
Hall, 8035 S. Quebec
St., Centennial, free.
Colorado Family Action’s
Debbie Chaves will speak
about the four pillars
upholding religious
freedom and the six
stages of loosing it.
She will make the case
for all Christians to
become engaged in the
mid-term elections and
explain why Colorado
is a battleground state
with national impact.
JULY
7

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m. Join the faithful
each first Saturday at
Prayer in the Square to
pray a rosary and Divine
Mercy Chaplet at various
locations on the Front
Range. They pray for
God’s love, mercy and

peace for the sanctity
of human life and for an
end to the persecution
of Christians worldwide.
Visit prayerinthesquare.
com to find the prayer
community nearest you.
13

Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Annual Bazaar

7/13 - 7/15, Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St. OLMC’s
bazaar is a fun celebration of Italian food
& culture for all ages.
Activities include tours
of the church, children’s
activities, music, games,
beer & wine garden, La
Cucina Italiana store, &
much more. Hours: Fri. 6
- 10 p.m,, Sat. 5 - 10 p.m.,
Sun. Mass 2 p.m. & traditional procession 3 p.m.
& bazaar 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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First Frassati kindergarteners graduate

COLORADO CATHOLIC
DEAF MINISTRY

DONATIONS NEEDED

THE COLORADO CATHOLIC DEAF
MINISTRY - an outreach of St. Ber-

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

nadette Parish in Lakewood, serves the
front range with signed & interpreted
Masses, religious education for deaf
children & adults, Sacramental Preparation & Celebrations. Contact us through
our web page: ColoradoCatholicDeaf.
com or: Fr. Tom Coyte or Deacon Joe
Benedetto at 303-233-1523 or VP (720)
235-0580 or come to the 10:00 AM
signed mass at St. Bernadette Church.

PRAYERS
IN THANKSGIVING

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving medical equipment for the community. Donate
wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower
benches, hospital beds etc. Call Dominican
Home Health Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18.
www.dominicanhha.org

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

Thank you, Blessed Mother, for hearing
my continual prayers for my loved one. In
Jesus name, Amen. BF

May 29 marked the graduation of the inaugural kindergarten class at the Archdiocese of
Denver’s newest school, Frassati Catholic Academy. In what was a ceremony of overwhelming
cuteness, Frassati kindergarten teacher Daniele Buckley handed the kids their diplomas while
parents and families watched proudly. Frassati had a very strong first year for a brand-new
school, and will be heading into its second school year this fall. photo by jason weinrich

Up your Catechism street cred this summer
Denver Catholic Biblical and Catechetical
school director Nicolas
Lebish has some words
for those who might
neglect staying sharp
in the faith in the hot
summer days: “Don’t
let your love of studying
and praying over the faith
cool this summer!”
The biblical school is
actively accepting registration for its main
courses starting back up
in the fall, but there are
also opportunities for
those scripture nerds
who like to keep busy
during the summer, too
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— specifically those who
want to up their catechism street cred.
“Ladder of Ascent:
A Journey through the
Catechism,” taught by
Dr. Sean Innerst of the
Augustine Institute, is
designed to do just that.
This two-week intensive course is ideal for
directors of religious
education, youth ministers, RCIA instructors,
catechists, deacons, or
anyone else who wants to
dive into the Catechism
of the Catholic Church.
The class will not
present the content of
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CEMETERY PROPERTY
MOUNT OLIVET
Single exterior crypt in St. Francis d’Assisi
mausoleum (Section and Tier B; #111) for
$8,600 or Best Offer. Beautiful location
overlooking lake. Call 720-209-0611. AF

MOUNT OLIVET - Beautiful resting place
in the Saint Francis Mausoleum: Sect. 0,
Tier C, Crypt 95. We’re dropping our price
to $8,850 (current value is $9,200)!! Please
call 719-680-8842. SM

MOUNT OLIVET - Single crypt in the
lovely Ascension Mausoleum - #92, Tier F,
inside. Current value is over $7,300; asking
$6,000 OBO, incl transfer fee. Call 970-8582386, please leave message. CP

the Catechism as a series
of “dry facts”; rather, it
will explore its content
as a transformative journey back to the God who
made us by way of the
“Ladder of Ascent” that
the Catechism describes.
The course will run

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JUNE 10
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Erik Vigil
SUNDAY, JUNE 17
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Warli Castro
SUNDAY, JUNE 24
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:00 a.m. Spanish, TBA
SUNDAY, JULY 1
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Warli Castro

June 18 - 29 (Monday
through Friday), 9 a.m.
- 4 p.m., and will be held
in Room 121 at the St.
John Paul II Center. To
register, visit sjvdenver.edu/ laydivision/
summer2018programs.

MOUNT OLIVET - 7 graves in oldest
section, steps from cross: 4 side x side,
2 side x side, 1 single. Each holds up to
one casket + 3 cremated remains. Buy
all, in pairs, or single. $7,000 ea. 714-8464845. SS

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Repair &
Maintenance. Special for Denver Catholic
readers: Furnace Tune-Up with 11-point
furnace check - regularly $125; mention
this ad for the $79 special!!
Ask about our air duct cleaning service.
We do it all - air conditioners & water
heaters too! Free estimates & 24-hour
service. Since 1957, family owned & operated. Members of St. Joseph Church for
40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970-4827520. For important info & latest news, visit:
www.heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CONCRETE
RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

**READERS**
Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing
any product or
service advertised.
Publication of
advertisements
does not indicate
endorsement by the
Denver Catholic.

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3230 | Email: classifieds@archden.org
Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.
ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at fi rst publication. Notify us immediately if
errors. We accept responsibility only for the fi rst incorrect insertion. The publication
assumes no fi nancial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver
Catholic reserves the right to reject any ad.
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: To start, stop or change your subscription, please email
circuiation@archden.org.
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CONCRETE, cont’d

FENCING, cont’d

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and

Three generations of concrete service in
the Denver and surrounding areas.
Concrete made simple. Driveways and
more. Call for details - 303-725-3346

concrete flat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884.

CONCRETE - WE DO IT ALL!!
Concrete work from patios to sidewalks,
driveways to small foundations. 30
years experience. Please call us for your
free estimate! 720-313-8086

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
discount. Fast and friendly service.
References. Call today! 303-429-0380

ELECTRICAL

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - *$100 off any job over
$1000 Special* valid for jobs starting in
May, June & July!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile
- Sales & Installation. Wood floor refinishing! 17 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or
commercial, big or small, we do it all.
Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

HAULING/JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING
Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

HOUSE CLEANING
JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell new
& recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts, etc.
Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
We offer senior moving, residential
moving and packing services. Locally
owned & operated. See our reviews online
at Yelp, Google & Homegrownmoving.com
sssss Please call 303-587-6200 sssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL
PAINTING OR REMODELING
Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

SPRINKLERS & SOD

HELP WANTED

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.

ASSISTANT MAINTENANCE
COORDINATOR for St. Joan of Arc,

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

REMODELING
MDK REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

Free estimates. Roofing and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing & heating repair & replacement. Serving Denver
Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating BBB. $50
senior discount with ad. 303-766-4300

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

ROOFING, GUTTERS &
ROOF REPAIR

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and sod
installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TREE SERVICES

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC

ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST

price on roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

Arvada, full-time w/great benefits. Assist
Maintenance Coord. with building,
grounds, & equipment; oversee cleaning/
repair, mowing/snow removal, contractors, workers & volunteers. We seek a
practicing Catholic with broad experience
in maintenance & supervision. To apply,
please email resume with references to
sherrik@saintjoancatholic.org.

AVE MARIA SCHOOL seeks dynamic,
experienced teachers in 4th Grade, Preschool, and licensed substitutes for the
2018-2019 school year. Experience in Open
Court Language Arts Program is a plus for
the 4th grade position. Applicants must
possess a valid Colorado Teacher License/
ECE certification, or ability to obtain one
upon hire. Experience in differentiated
instruction is preferred. Please email your
resume & letter of interest to Terri Loiselle
at tloiselle@avemariacatholicparish.org
BISHOP MACHEBEUF HIGH SCHOOL

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL
Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

We are looking for people with passion
and purpose to join our academic community of faith. Our current job openings
are: Biology, English and Social Studies
teachers, an Athletic Director, and an
Instructional Manager. Please visit www.
machebeuf.org for detailed job descriptions and requirements.

BUSINESS MANAGER - Full time for
Saints Peter & Paul Church in Wheat
Ridge. Experience and formal training
required. Please email your resume to
info@peterandpaulcatholic.org.
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY is

SPRINKLERS & SOD

YARD WORK

720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!

Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!

70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

Classifieds
Classifieds

PLUMBING, cont’d

PATIOS

PLUMBING

Service Directory |

CALL
303-715-3230
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

currently hiring the following positions:
Coordinator of Liturgy & Music, part-time
(average 10 hrs/wk). Responsible for
planning & facilitating Sunday 9:00 am,
Feast Days, Holy Days of Obligation &
other liturgies. Experience required.
Maintenance Person , part-time (up to 20
hrs/mo), responsible for basic maintenance & repair at the church & rectory.
To apply for either of these positions,
please email a cover letter and resume to
hr@stelizabethdenver.org with the job
title in the subject line.

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured
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Perspectives

Craving approval isn’t evangelization

T

he bizarre comment and the
weird gesture have not, until
recently, been associated with
high-ranking churchmen. Both, alas,
were on vivid display last month when
Cardinals
Reinhard
GEORGE Marx and
WEIGEL Gianfranco
Ravasi had
The Catholic Difference
more than
George Weigel is a
a few of us
distinguished senior
scratching
fellow of the Ethics and
our heads
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
in wonderment.
Cardinal Marx is the archbishop of
Munich and Freising, a local church
suffering from severe deficits in
Sunday Mass attendance and vocations. The cardinal has many opinions on many subjects, and on the
200th birthday of that other Marx,
Karl, Reinhard Marx opined that,
without the author of the Communist
Manifesto, “there would not be any
Catholic social doctrine.” That curious judgment was repeated in the
pages of the Vatican’s semi-official
newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano —
and therein expanded to include the
auxiliary claim that you can’t blame
Stalin on Marx.
Well.
Surely a credentialed German
theologian like Cardinal Marx knows

that one of the intellectual founders
of modern Catholic social thought
was the 19th-century Bishop of
Mainz, Wilhelm Emmanuel von Ketteler — the man whom Pope Leo XIII,
father of Catholic social doctrine
in its papal form, called “my great
predecessor.”
But perhaps, it will be replied, Cardinal Marx was suggesting that Karl
Marx’s work impelled von Ketteler
and Leo XIII to develop Catholic social
doctrine. There’s perhaps a ﬂyspeck of
causality visible under the historical
microscope here, in that those two
great Catholic thinkers certainly knew
what the Communist Manifesto taught
(and both rejected it, vigorously). But
are 21st-century Catholics so desperate for the approval of the left-leaning
western intelligentsia that we should
think of Catholic social doctrine as
merely reactive to Marxism? Will
Cardinal Marx next suggest that Lord
North, not John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, and the
rest, was the author of the American
Revolution?
As for Marx and Stalin, perhaps
Cardinal Marx could dedicate a
portion of his vacation reading this
summer to the works of Friedrich
Hayek and Anne Applebaum. Hayek
explained decades ago that staterun economies necessarily imply
tyranny; more recently, Applebaum

demonstrated how the GULAG
slave-labor system was an integral
part of Stalin’s Marxist economy.
Then there is Cardinal Ravasi. I’ve
learned a lot from his biblical exegesis,
drawing on it in several books. But
his work at the Pontifical Council for
Culture has been less edifying. The
“Courtyard of the Gentiles” project
he led under Pope Benedict XVI —
promoted as an effort to dialogue
with open-minded non-believers —
frequently featured the media-savvy
philosopher Julia Kristeva. A recent
article, however, suggested that Ms.
Kristeva was not always the champion
of freedom she long claimed to be: She
was quite likely an informer for the
odious Bulgarian secret intelligence
service during the Cold War, and she
had a nasty habit of providing pseudo-intellectual cover for some of the
twentieth century’s worst regimes.
Then there was the recent loan of
Vatican-owned copes, tiaras, pectoral
crosses, papal rings, and other vestments to New York’s Metropolitan
Museum of Art — another brainstorm
of Ravasi’s Pontifical Council for
Culture. Was the cardinal really surprised that the opening of an exhibit
devoted to the impact of liturgical
vestments and Catholic art on contemporary fashion turned into an
exercise in louche camp and vulgarity
that bordered on the blasphemous?

If not, what precisely does Cardinal
Ravasi know about contemporary
culture, presumably the remit of his
Vatican office?
Beneath all this weirdness may
lurk the assumption that the Church
has to get with it if we’re to sow the
leaven of the Gospel in the postmodern world. But how does pandering
to the glitterati evangelize? Doesn’t
this pathetic grasping for approval
— from people whose lives manifest
their disdain for the Catholic idea of
the sacred and the Church’s teaching about the dignity of the human
person — signal that, hey, we’re not
really serious about the stuff you cultural elites find objectionable? For a
decade and a half, I’ve been criticizing
“Catholic Lite” for its evangelical ﬂaccidity. The shenanigans of Cardinal
Marx and Cardinal Ravasi suggest
that Catholic Lite has decomposed
into Catholic weightlessness: with
apologies to Milan Kundera, the
unbearable lightness of chic.
Toadying to the talking heads of
postmodern intellectual confusion
and to the tastemakers of decadent
postmodern culture is not the way to
be the Church of the New Evangelization, or the “Church permanently
in mission” that Pope Francis calls us
to be. It’s the way to become a laughingstock, en route to the boneyard of
irrelevance.

Consenting to sex

R

ecent news articles exploring the post-#MeToo world
of romance have noted the
phenomenon of cell phone “consent
apps,” allowing millennials to sign
FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

digital contracts before they have sex
with their peers, sometimes strangers
they have just met. Many of these
apps are being refined to include a
panic button that can be pressed at
any time to withdraw any consent
given. Lawyers reviewing the practice,
as might be anticipated, have urged

caution, noting that consent apps are
not able to provide definitive proof of
consent, because feelings may “change
throughout an evening, and even in
the moments before an act.”
When we look at modern views
about sex, it’s not a stretch to sum
them up this way: As long as two consenting adults are involved, the bases
are covered. When it comes to “sex
in the moment,” consent is touted as
key, allowing for almost all mutually-agreed upon behaviors or practices.
Yet, this approach to sex is fundamentally ﬂawed, and it’s often the
woman who is the first to notice. Even
when consenting unmarried couples
scrupulously use contraception, there
remains an awareness, particularly
on the part of the woman, that a pregnancy could follow, and a concern
about who will be left holding the bag
if that were to happen. Sex between

photo by ryan franco | Unsplash

men and women involves real asymmetries and vulnerabilities, with men
oftentimes being, in the words of
sociologist Mark Regnerus, “less discriminating” in their sex drives than
women, eager to forge ahead as long as
there appears to be some semblance of
consent. Women often sense, rightly,
that consent for a particular sexual act
ought to be part of something bigger, a
wider scope of commitment.
Consenting to sex, of course, signifies the surrendering of our self
to another. Sex ultimately speaks of
giving our self, and receiving another,
in a total, rather than a fragmentary,
way. This is part of the reason why
this unique human activity holds a
perennial fascination for us; it goes
far beyond other forms of communication, exchange, and bonding.
To give our self fully to another, and
to receive that person fully, forms a
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Helpful guidelines for the spiritual life

“Y

ou are anxious and troubled about many things,
but only one thing is

necessary.”
We recognize Jesus’ response to
the busy
DR. R.
Martha in
JARED
these words
STAUDT
(Luke
10:41-42),
The Catholic Reader
but can
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a
we see
husband and father of six,
ourselves
the director of formation for
in them as
the Archdiocese of Denver,
a Benedictine oblate, prolific
well? Do we
writer, and insatiable reader.
focus on the
one thing
necessary or do we get caught up in
the daily grind? We spend so much
effort on our daily tasks, sacrifice to
make time for exercise and maintain
our health, and seek help through
counseling and career preparation
and advancement. How much time do
we devote to our souls and the cultivation of the interior life? St. Ignatius
pointed out that the spirit needs
exercise, even more than the body, for
when the body passes away we will be
judged by the state of our soul.
Therefore, with the arrival of
summer, and some additional free
time, it’s an opportune moment to
take spiritual stock and to make some
new resolutions! A recent reprint of
a spiritual classic can help, providing

some guidelines for a reboot of our
spiritual life. Sophia Institute Press
has recently reprinted a classic in
Father Basil Maturin’s Spiritual Guidelines for Souls Seeking God (2016). The
book offers a poignant spiritual vision
delivered by a remarkable man.
The author was an Irish-born
priest of the Protestant Church of
Ireland, sent to the United States to
serve Irish immigrants. He converted
to Catholicism in Philadelphia and,
after being ordained a priest, was
later sent to serve as the Catholic
chaplain of Oxford. He returned to
the United States in 1915 to conduct a series of talks and booked his
return passage to Europe on the RMS
Lusitania. This fateful boat did not
reach the shores of Europe, struck
by a German submarine, and Father
Maturin died heroically attempting to
rescue others.
What strikes me most about
Father Maturin’s book comes from
his emphasis on relating to God.
We strengthen our spiritual life and
engage in exercises of the spirit not
for an abstract reality, but to enter
more deeply into the love of God.
The priest tells us that “we must
endeavor to keep near to God, to learn
to know Him better, to understand
the tokens of His will and the method
of His dealings with us; in a word to
get on terms of loving and reverent

friendship with Him” (57). All of
Father Maturin’s guidelines come
down to growing in our ability to grow
in friendship with God.
In order to love God more, we have
to grow in a life of virtue and remove
any obstacles that stand in the
way. Therefore, Fr. Maturin speaks
much of penance and mortification,
because we have to begin moving
“the long clogged wheels and rusted
springs of the spiritual life . . . through

bond with them that extends beyond
the morning dawn. Human sexual
union is not a mere joining of bodies,
but is preeminently a joining of
human hearts. It is, at its core, consenting to share one of the deepest
parts of our self with another. As Dr.
Angela Franks has perceptively noted:
Sexuality is not simply a matter
of something that I have, as though
my body is another possession just
like my wallet or my car. If, as Gabriel
Marcel said, I am my body, then sexuality has to do with my very person,
which has a deep value. To use the
language of Pope John Paul II, when a
person is reduced to being merely an
object for another’s desire, then the
experience violates the core of one’s
sense of self.
In casual sexual encounters, the
consent we give each other may seem
sincere and genuine, expressing our

desires within the moment, but this
kind of consent is largely transactional and temporary. By consenting
to pre-marital or extra-marital sex,
we declare, in effect, that we are
giving ourselves, our bodies and our
hearts to each other, although in
truth, our giving remains partial and
conditional, and we may be out the
door the next morning or the next
month. Our consent, limited and
qualified as it is, amounts to little
more than an agreement to use each
other as long as it’s convenient, and
when the break up occurs, we are
hurt, because we thought we had
something special, even though we
didn’t really want to commit to anything special.
In the final analysis, human sexual
activity calls for something much
deeper and more abiding than mere
transactional consent, namely, the

irrevocable and permanent consent
of spouses. Professor William May
describes it this way:
In and through his act of marital
consent … the man, forswearing all
others, has given himself irrevocably
the identity of this particular woman’s husband, while the woman, in
and through her self-determining act
of marital consent, has given herself
irrevocably the identity of this particular man’s wife, and together they
have given themselves the identity of
spouses. …Husbands and wives, precisely because they have given themselves irrevocably to each other in
marriage, have established each other
as irreplaceable, non-substitutable,
non-disposable persons and by doing
so have capacitated themselves to
do things that non-married individuals simply cannot do, among them
to ‘give’ themselves to one another

penitent contrition . . . the mother of
all virtues” (16). Only by preserving
through challenges do we come to
“a love that has been tested in every
conceivable way. . . . Habits are being
formed here under the pressure of
temptation and difficulty that unfold
in perfect form and beauty when
that soul has developed these habits
passes into its heavenly home” (44).
Father Maturin focuses on this
goal, of reaching our true home,
and laments that so often we forget
where we are going! “There is nothing
sadder to see,” he says, “than an aimless life” (33). The spiritual guidelines
he offers should help us to focus on
the one thing necessary, teaching us
how to abide in Christ and to persevere until the end. He describes how
we can grow in our intimacy with
Christ over the course of life as all
of our efforts and the graces of God
blossom in eternal happiness: “He
who longs and strives to be good has
already created a bond of sympathy
with Christ, has returned, indeed, a
long way toward Him. As one after
another of these barriers that we have
set up in ourselves are removed, light
and love come streaming in, and the
bonds of that mystical friendship
become woven, to grow stronger
through eternity” (95-96).

in the act proper and exclusive to
spouses — the marital act — and to
receive the gift of life.
Through the enduring commitment of marital consent, a man and
a woman establish the foundation
for personal sexual consent. In the
absence of that larger marital commitment, all other consents, even
with legalized authorization or electronic notarization, ring hollow.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

