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Archbishop’s Column

Reject mediocrity, strive for holiness

“H

oliness is the most
attractive face of the
Church,” Pope Francis
says in his new apostolic exhortation,
Gaudete et Exsultate. How true that
is! Think of, for example, how Mother
Teresa drew people all over the world
to her ministry because of her holy
love for the sick and dying.
The Holy Father’s new document
is meant “to re-propose the call to
holiness in a practical way for our
time.” The world needs saints, and
this apostolic exhortation encourages
every person to respond to that need.
He begins by insisting that being
holy “does not require being a bishop,
a priest or a religious. We are frequently tempted to think that holiness
is only for those who can withdraw
from ordinary affairs to spend much
time in prayer. That is not the case.”
Instead, Pope Francis describes
holiness as simple and within reach.
“We are all called to be holy by living
our lives with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever
we find ourselves,” he explains.
The Holy Father’s call should
sound familiar to those of us in

the Archdiocese of Denver, since it
echoes the challenge Saint John Paul
II gave to the young people at World
Youth Day in Denver 25 years ago and
at subsequent gatherings.
His message to the youth preparing for the Cologne gathering exemplifies this challenge. “Dear young
people, the Church needs genuine
witnesses for the new evangelization:
men and women whose lives have
been transformed by meeting with
Jesus, men and women who are capable of communicating this experience
to others. The Church needs saints.
All are called to holiness, and holy
people alone can renew humanity.”
In Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope
Francis also brings home the unique
and divinely planned impact of saints.
“Each saint is a mission, planned by
the Father to reﬂect and embody, at a
specific moment in history, a certain
aspect of the Gospel,” he writes.
Holiness is also simple, the Pope
explains. The “Father’s plan is Christ,
and ourselves in him. In the end, it is
Christ who loves in us, for ‘holiness
is nothing other than charity lived to
the full.’”

Apr. 20

@ArchbishopDen

The execution of 83 year old Walter Moody
yesterday, 30 yrs after the crime, who posed
no threat to society in jail, is a failure
to uphold the dignity of every person.
Society should be promoting forgiveness
& conversion, not violence. +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
APR. 29: Conﬁrmation Mass, Most Precious
Blood Catholic Church, Denver (2 p.m.)

MAY 8: Conﬁrmation Mass, St. Frances
Cabrini, Littleton (7 p.m.)

MAY 2: Conﬁrmation Mass, St. Augustine
Catholic Church, Brighton (6 p.m.)

MAY 9: Conﬁrmation Mass, Church of the
Ascension, Montbello (7 p.m.)

MAY 6: Conﬁrmation Mass, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, Denver (12:30
p.m.)

MAY 10: Conﬁrmation Mass, St. Michael the
Archangel, Aurora (6 p.m.)
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And when our hearts are filled with
charity, we see the world and others
with different eyes. We are able to
see holiness as attainable for great
sinners, for the weak and vulnerable;
it is not reserved to “the righteous”
alone, as the Pharisees of Jesus’ day
believed.
Pope Francis also rightfully
emphasizes that our charity cannot
be selectively applied. For instance,
he urges believers to consistently
defend human life, noting that the
human dignity of an unborn child and
a refugee are the same.
My fellow bishop and friend,
Bishop James Conley of Lincoln,
makes an excellent observation in
his April 13 column that I can also
aﬃrm from my decades of pro-life
activity. He writes, “I have rarely, if
ever, encountered Catholics who only
take seriously the lives of the unborn.
When I encounter pro-life people
in this country, I notice that they
are also the people running parish
food pantries, giving sandwiches to
the homeless even while they are
praying at abortion clinics, adopting
foster children, and caring for their

neighbors. In my experience, commitment to protecting the dignity of
the unborn spills over into the rest
of our lives …” This is exactly the
kind of consistent charity that Pope
Francis is encouraging in Gaudete et
Exsultate.
Pope Francis’ exhortation also
contains other gems, like his examination of the Beatitudes as the
pathway of holiness, and a section on
prayer being the indispensable fuel
that inﬂames our hearts with love for
Christ and others.
There is much to unpack in
Gaudete et Exsultate, which is a letter
written to the Church with love and
intended to help us grow in holiness.
I pray that every Catholic will take
to heart the challenge of becoming
a saint, relying on God’s grace to
achieve what is otherwise impossible.
To quote one of Pope Francis’
favorite theologians, León Bloy, when
all is said and done, “the only great
tragedy in life, is not to become a
saint.”

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

In February, first
grade students at
Blessed Sacrament
Catholic School
sent letters to Pope
Francis to show-oﬀ
their newly learned
penmanship skills. On
April 13, the school
received a letter in
response (pictured)
from the Vatican on
behalf of the pope. “A
little Catholic school
in Denver, Colorado,
many thousands of
miles away from the
Vatican, actually had
an impact on the
pope,” said Blessed
Sacrament principal
Dr. Carla Dire Capstick. “To know he
responded is very
impactful [in] our
Blessed Sacrament
community.”
photo by brandon ortega
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‘Fill the Seats’ campaign oﬀers
aid to middle-income families
BY MOIRA CULLINGS
moira.cullings@archden.org

W

ith declining enrollment,
financial difficulties and
limited resources, the challenges faced by Catholic schools can
seem insurmountable, said Elias Moo,
superintendent of Catholic Schools.
“But in spite of this reality, I would
argue that now more than ever, the
world needs our schools, especially in
a modern cultural context that has deviated sharply away from God and is more
and more consumed by secularism and
relativism,” he said.
To help our Catholic schools grow, the
Schmitz Family Foundation is launching
the “Fill the Seats” campaign, which will
allow schools to provide school scholarships for middle-income families.
Together with ACE (Alliance for
Catholic Education) Scholarships, the
Schmitz Family Foundation provides
more than $2.5 million each year in
scholarships to students attending local
Catholic schools. The foundation has
committed an additional $500,000 to
launch “Fill the Seats,” and ACE will
also increase funding.
Pastors and principals will be responsible for recruiting families and students
who are a good fit for their school.
Annie McBournie of the Schmitz
Family Foundation spoke to school
principals and business managers on
April 11 about why families deserve the
opportunity to choose Catholic schools.
“Our families are so happy at our
schools,” McBournie said. “They feel
they have input at our schools. They
feel safe; they feel like they are heard.

photo by andrew wright

“Our ACT scores are three points
higher across the board than the Colorado average,” she said. “The Schmitz
students are three points higher in
English and reading and they’re over
two points higher in math and science.”
Those statistics are appealing to
families, and Moo believes “Fill the
Seats” will give as many as possible
the chance take advantage of what a
Catholic education can offer.
“We do not want finances to be an
obstacle for families who wish to give
their children an excellent Catholic
education,” said Moo.
Normally, low income families
receive the majority of scholarships
and tuition assistance, but this one is
different, he added.
“We’re glad this campaign will allow
our schools to provide new scholarships
to middle-income, working families who,
perhaps in the past, have fallen outside
of scholarship income thresholds.”

Presented in Denver by:

Major Support from:

In partnership with:
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What being a saint
does not mean

Insights on holiness gleamed from the pope’s new exhortation
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

I

carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

n his apostolic exhortation Gaudete
et Exsultate (Rejoice and be glad),
Pope Francis speaks simply and
concretely about the type of holiness
that all baptized Christians are called to
in their daily lives. Even so, within this
good desire for holiness, many misconceptions arise — even among Catholic
groups — making holiness seem like a
privileged state reserved only for an
exclusive group of believers.
To shed light on some of these misconceptions, here are a few insights
gleamed from the pope’s exhortation
about what holiness is not, through
which he seeks to remind us of the simplicity of the Gospel.
BELIEVING THAT THE LIVES OF
THE SAINTS WERE PERFECT
They “amid their faults and failings…
proved pleasing to the Lord,” (no. 3).
It is precisely in their weaknesses and
shortcomings that the saints recognize
their limitations and ask the Lord for
help and grace.
photo by Karl fredriCKSon | UnSplaSh

DESIRING TO HAVE SOMEONE
ELSE’S QUALITIES

BELIEVING A SAINT HAS
ANSWERS TO ALL QUESTIONS

DISREGARDING PAINFUL
SITUATIONS

Many Christians exhaust themselves
trying to imitate certain stereotypes or
qualities “not meant for them” (no. 11),
instead of identifying their own gifts,
seeing how through them they can glorify God and find their worth in being
God’s children, not in their human
capacities.

Faith is a mystery enlightened by
the natural light of reason. However,
it is prideful to absolutize one’s own
theories and force others to submit to
that way of thinking (no. 39). Those
who act in this manner may as well be
a “false prophet” (no. 41). Saints can
have doubts but have a great faith in
God which they do not entirely understand. Faith formation is important but
wanting to know it all and consider the
rest as the “ignorant masses” is a temptation we should all avoid (no. 45).

“Whatever weariness and pain we
may experience in living the commandment of love and following the way of
justice, the cross remains the source
of our growth and sanctification” (no.
92). Christians who bypass the cross
many times look for security “in success, vain pleasures, possessions, power
over others or social status” (no. 121).

DEDICATING LONG
HOURS TO PRAYER
While some people have a vocation
to an intense life of prayer, LINK contemplative religious, “we are called to
be holy by living our lives with love and
by bearing witness in everything we do,
wherever we find ourselves” (no. 14),
the pope says.
TRYING TO IMITATE THE
SMALLEST DETAILS IN THE
LIVES OF THE SAINTS
“Not everything a saint says is completely faithful to the Gospel; not everything he or she does is authentic or perfect. What we need to contemplate is…
their entire journey of growth in holiness,” (no. 22). The details can pertain
to a specific time, a cultural situation
or a type of personality.

BELIEVING THAT
HOLINESS CONSISTS IN
MERE HUMAN WORKS
This vice derives from Pelagianism, a
heresy that downplays the role of grace
(no. 54). Groups and people who fall
into this mentality usually have “an
obsession with the law, an absorption
with social and political advantages”
(no. 57). It’s a temptation to boast
“about the ability to manage practical
matters, and an excessive concern with
programs of self-help and personal fulfilment.” Instead, it’s important to let
oneself “be led by the Holy Spirit in the
way of love.”

THINKING EVERYTHING
AROUND ME WILL BE GOOD
A saint accepts those diﬃculties he
or she cannot change. It is necessary
to be wary of “the thirst for power and
worldly interests, [which] often stands
in our way” (no. 91).
THINKING CHRISTIANITY IS
SIMPLY A CHARITY BUSINESS
While the Church and Christians
must consider the missionary and
charitable dimensions of the faith, they
cannot “separate these Gospel demands
from their personal relationship with
the Lord” (no. 100). The pope invites us
to look at some saints, such as St. Francis of Assisi, St. Teresa of Calcutta and
St. Vincent de Paul, to whom “mental
prayer, the love of God and the reading
of the Gospel in no way detracted from
their passionate and effective commitment to their neighbors; quite the opposite” (no. 100).
FLEEING TO A SAFE PLACE
Saints ﬂee from occasions of sin but
do not seek refuge in human securities.
When this happens, the person can fall
into temptations of “individualism, spiritualism, living in a little world, addiction,
intransigence, the rejection of new ideas
and approaches, dogmatism, nostalgia,
pessimism, hiding behind rules and regulations” (no. 134). We must remember
that instead God “takes us to where
humanity is most wounded, where men
and women, beneath the appearance of a
shallow conformity, continue to seek an
answer to the question of life’s meaning”
(no. 135).
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Facebook privacy scandal a
wake-up call for Catholics
Mark
Zuckerberg
testified
before
the
Senate
about
privacy
concerns
April 10
and 11.

BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

A

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

s Facebook founder and CEO
Mark Zuckerberg testified
before the Senate with regards
to the Cambridge Analytica privacy
scandal April 10 and 11, many Catholics
wondered how this moral issue affected
them and whether the Church could
provide any insight.
Although the Church has not directly
weighed-in about privacy and confidentiality in the contemporary sense,
experts believe this to be a special
opportunity for Catholics to reﬂect
on the way they utilize this means of
communication, encouraging them to
remain truthful and not live a double
life, while remaining cautious about the
information they share.
“Not much has been said by the
Church about privacy in this sense.
Most of the discussion on the World
Communications Day on social media
has been about truthfulness,” said Dr.
Jana Bennett, moral theologian at the
University of Dayton and co-editor of
the blog catholicmoraltheology.com.
However, truthfulness has a strong
connection to privacy, she explained:
“The idea that we need to have a private space or a private understanding of
ourselves is connected to who we are as
human beings, to our own individuality,
to our identity,” she said, “[The fear]
that our identity is taken can affect the
ability to be truthful online.”
Sacrificing truthfulness, however, is
not an option for a Catholic.
“[The Facebook scandal] teaches us
to be more cautious than we have in
the past, especially in the way of being
truthful, since we worship Jesus, who
is the way, truth and life,” Bennett continued. “We should be very concerned
about how we practice that truthfulness
in our own life, especially in our social
media account.”
Brantly Millegan, founder and
editor-in-chief of ChurchPOP, highlighted the importance of knowing the

photo by aleX wong |
getty iMageS

implications of sharing personal information online and of taking personal
responsibility for it.
“In this era, in which we have major
companies [controlling great amounts
of online information], it’s possible for
them to get hacked or leak out information,” he said. “As a society and as
Catholics, we have to think about what
we want to share.”
“Facebook has a moral obligation for
the common good,” he continued. “[Yet],
when people give their information, they
do it voluntarily — it’s a risk they take.
Maybe you’re OK with that risk, but
don’t be surprised if that risk doesn’t
always turn out the way you want.”

“

[The Facebook
scandal] teaches
us to be more cautious
than we have in the
past, especially in the
way of being truthful,
since we worship
Jesus, who is the
way, truth and life.”
DR. JANA BENNETT

HOW ONLINE PRIVACY
AFFECTS CATHOLICS
Many issues arose when the political
consulting firm Cambridge Analytica
reportedly used the private information
of millions of Facebook users to implement targeted advertisement during the
2016 presidential election campaigns,
one of them being the power of the Facebook corporation to decide the ﬂow and
access of online content, a topic that
clearly touches the Catholic world.
“Facebook is both a blessing and a
curse because it’s by far the biggest and
most important means of getting content out to people,” Millegan said. “The
problem is that we’re highly dependent
on this company. People talk about
Facebook becoming too dominant.”
“A concern that Catholics have is
whether Facebook will censor our viewpoint or injure our publications,” he
said. “Zuckerberg said he doesn’t want
to censor legitimate conversations, but
he does have that power.”
Other moral concerns that the privacy issue raises among Catholics is the
responsibility toward their neighbor
and the sharing of others’ information
without their consent.
“I think Catholics need to take care
to protect the privacy of people who
don’t have control over social media,
which goes back to our care and concern for the poor and vulnerable,”
Bennett said. “This would include
parents, who should be thoughtful

when posting about their children,
and churches, when posting photos of
people online. I think people should
be more truthful that everybody who’s
been photographed has had a chance to
give consent.”
Another example of this moral obligation is when people travel around the
world and take photos of others’ state of
life with the hope of helping, but without their consent.
“[Many times] people present themselves as being helpers for the poor
people,” Bennett said. “But it can send
the wrong message about the Church’s
understanding of solidarity with the
poor and also limits those people’s
privacy.”
CATHOLIC ACTION
While many questions continue to
arise regarding the use of social media
and its implications, Millegan considers
the modern idea of privacy “a huge open
area for Catholic thought,” which would
benefit from a “theology of privacy.”
Similarly, Bennett believes the
Church needs to be “bigger and bolder”
about this issue: “I think we have a mandate from the Second Vatican Council
to be thinking about our communication, and this includes thinking about
the issue of privacy in a more comprehensive way,” she said.
Among the many pros and cons that
the use of social media platforms brings
to society, Bennett holds that one of the
most important things for Catholics to
keep in mind is the way it affects their
life as a whole.
“Catholics need to be thinking about
the way that they live online and how
they live offline. A lot of times many
people tend to see a separation between
these two, and I don’t think that dichotomy exists,” she said. “We don’t always
make a very good connection between
how we interact with people online and
what it means to be a Christian.
“We need to be more deliberate
about what virtues I need to practice
today, regardless of where I am, and that
includes my online activities.”
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Parish Spotlight
TEAM

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
TeamSamaritanHouse.com
For the eighth consecutive year, Team Samaritan House
will bike in Ride the Rockies, from June 9-15,
in support of the men, women and children at Samaritan House
and the other homeless shelters of Catholic Charities.
Please give generously in support of families and
individuals in need of hope and dignity.
Team Samaritan House is also recruiting
for other cycling events throughout the year.
Go to TeamSamaritanHouse.com/rider

Evergreen parish
builds up families
New religious education program
at Christ the King Parish
empowers parents as ﬁrst teachers

The team’s goal is 100 riders, raising up to
$250,000 for those experiencing homelessness.

TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2018
Brent Osland, Craig Saeman & Rich Todd
invite you to a

$75 per person
$750 per table of 10

MarisolServices.com

For more information
please contact
Shelly Saeman at
720-799-9289 or
ssaeman@ccdenver.org

Families gather during the monthly religious education meeting at Christ
the King Parish to share a meal, talk about the faith and go over the
projects, activities and conversations that parents had with their children. Relying on parents to be the first educators of their children helps
parents fulfill their vocation and grow with their children. photoS by daniel petty
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

T

he Archdiocese of Denver is
seeing the many fruits that
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila’s
Restored Order Initiative is bearing for
families and parishes across the state.
It’s leading pastors and directors of
religious education to rethink how to
evangelize families as a whole and not
simply catechize their children.
Christ the King Parish in Evergreen
is one of these parishes. It has implemented a model of evangelization
that prepares parents to teach their
children about the faith, helping them
become what they’re meant to be — the
first educators of their children, as the
Catechism says (CCC 2223).
“[After the Restored Order Initiative], with the parish council we identified some of the needs of our community, which were to build up the families,” said Father Jim Fox, pastor of the
parish for five years. “I always thought
we should do more than lip service to

the parental promise of baptism — you
are the first and best teachers of your
children in ways of faith.”
This led the parish to sacrifice
its long-standing and, in many
ways, successful religious education program and replace it
with a non-classroom model
initiative that prepared parents to be responsible for their
children’s religious education.
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.

“At first, I wasn’t really sure how
I felt about the new program. It was
a completely different approach that
truly relied on parents to be the real
teachers of the faith,” said Sarah Aller,
mother of two children in the program
and former classroom catechist at the
parish. “But now I see that it’s educating
me in my faith as well, so I can teach my
kids. I’ve learned how to better teach my
children and refresh my faith.”

to carry out this mission. The parish
utilizes the book A Family of Faith by
Sophia Press, but Father Fox and the
core team modify it according to the
needs of the community.
Some activities available for children
and families include having a prayer
corner in the house, conversation cards
to hang from the car mirror or stick on
the refrigerator, community service
projects and daily or monthly activities,
such as keeping a journal.
“Car conversations [are] something
we enjoy doing,” Aller said, “It forces
you to make a time to talk about it as
a family.”

A FAMILY OF FAITH
Father Fox and the core team — with
members of different ages — meet with
parents during the first part of the month
to teach them the content they will teach
their children through conversations, BEARING FRUIT
fun activities and prayer.
The new “Family of Faith” program
“As we see in the Jewish roots of our is not only preparing parents, but also
faith, proclamation is an actual part of bringing unity to the whole parish.
the faith,” said Christopher Moore, pas“The program seems to be drawing
toral administrator of the parish, high- families more to the sacraments and
lighting the importance of this step. “If through the sacraments to others,”
you are not sharing [the faith], especially Father Fox said.
with your family, you are not living it.”
“One of my favorite things about the
Moreover, each family has a mentor program is that it’s intergenerational.
in case they have any questions about We have the Martha’s and Mary’s [minthe content, want to give feedback or istry] and the Knights of Columbus
have prayer intentions during this
helping out,” Moore added. “You
time.
have older people interacting all
Toward the end of the month,
the way down with little kids and
all families meet, have a meal
sharing their faith in a meanand mingle with other famiingful way.
lies. This provides a space to go
“The kids are seeing service,
over the activities and content
catechesis, evangelization —
of the month with the children
all the things that embody faith
and allows for a deeper reﬂecare being modeled to them at
tion on the faith and reas- SPOTLIGHT every age. People are getting
surance from other families,
opportunities to participate.”
Father Fox said.
“[Many people] like the fun family
“[During these gatherings] we try to activities. [They] have told us that the
make the questions experience-oriented curriculum is easy to integrate into
and not just fact-oriented. We try to help family life, easy to teach and to underthem apply it to their lives,” Moore said. stand,” said Laurie Jarvis, a family
“This gives people a safe place to talk mentor in the program. “[The ‘Family
about the faith if they are uncomfortable. of Faith’ program] with community
They can share their story and struggles involvement helps bring the faith from
with other people. Then they can carry the head to the heart. It is very rewardthe same idea into the workplace.”
ing to watch Father Fox’s vision come
Families are given practical ways to reality.”

PARISH

Hearing & Tinnitus Center

Your Physician’s Choice

for Hearing and Tinnitus Care
• 85% of our patients come from
physician and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company
• 2015 Most Humanitarian Practice
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology

Diocese Parishioner

• Better Business Bureau Torch Award
for Ethics and Integrity 2015

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

AUTO LOANS

2.99

%
APR

*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
FOLLOW US
facebook.com/FidelisCatholicCreditUnion

Uniting Your Faith and Finances

@FidelisCatholicCreditUnion

Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles April 1-30, 2018.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Unique shop brings
Holy Land
art here,
sustains
Christians there

Popular Bethlehem Handicrafts
opens store in Aurora
BY ROXANNE KING

J�I� U� F�R T�E
F�E�T� O� T�E Y�A�!
Saturday, May 5, 2018

M�S�E� Y�U�
C�A�C� T�
R�G�S�E�?
You can still bid from
home for only $25!
Visit www.tigergala.org

Educating the whole person: MIND, BODY & SPIRIT

I

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

t’s the only one in the United States
and it’s located in the Archdiocese
of Denver. The well-known and
respected Bethlehem Handicrafts,
which imports carved olive wood items
from the Holy Land to sell here at parishes and mall kiosks and internationally online (bethlehemhandicrafts.
com) opened a store April 2, Easter
Monday, in Aurora.
Located at 4114 S. Parker Road, the
well-stocked store offers an array of
exquisite olive wood items ranging
from religious statues, crucifixes and
rosaries to jewelry and kitchen items
crafted by over 400 Holy Land artisans,
providing them with a means to support
their families.
“We are the only store in the United
States that does this,” said George Bannoura, 40, a co-owner of the family
business.
Bethlehem Handicrafts was born 15
years ago when Bannoura, a native of
Beit Sahour (Shepherds Field), which
is located just east of Bethlehem and is
home to the largest Christian community in the Holy Land, brought goods
from there to sell in Denver to keep his
family and fellow artisans from poverty
after tourism tanked due to escalating
violence in the Middle East. The vast
majority of Christians living in or near
Bethlehem depend on tourism for their
livelihoods. Their numbers have steadily
declined due to unrest and lack of work.
“Twenty years ago in the city of Bethlehem, Christians were 85 percent of
the population. Now, we are only 15 percent of the population,” said Bannoura,
whose family still maintains both their
workshop and homes there.

Numbers for
the larger Holy
Land are even more
telling. In 2014,
Israel had just over
8 million people,
the Palestinian
Territories 4.5
million and
Jordan 6.5
million. Christians were estimated to make up from 2 to 3 percent
of those totals (2-plus percent in Israel
and Jordan, and about 1.25 percent in
Palestine).
“Our main mission [at Bethlehem
Handicrafts] is to help ourselves as a
community,” Bannoura said. “We want
to help our livelihood so Christians can
stay there. I always ask, ‘If there are no
Christians left in the Holy Land, what
will happen to the sacred sites?’”
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, recognizing the importance of a Christian
presence in the land where Jesus walked,
has periodically sent letters to parishes,
urging prayers for Holy Land Christians
and support for Bethlehem Handicrafts.
“Our faith was born in a land that
is both holy and often in turmoil,” he
wrote last April. “Our brothers and sisters in Christ who live in the Holy Land
undergo many hardships to practice
their faith, but they remain committed
to the land where Jesus lived, preached,
died and rose from the dead…. Your
parishioners’ support of the Bannoura’s business can help maintain their
presence in Bethlehem.”
Father James Spahn, pastor of St.
John Paul II in Thornton and Immaculate Heart of Mary in Northglenn, has
visited the Bannoura family’s workshop
in Bethlehem.
“They use the olive wood from the
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The great variety of high-quality,
olive-wood items at Bethlehem
Handicrafts help maintain the
Christian presence in the Holy
Land.

area and carve religious items
from it,” he said. “[The work]
helps the Christians there who
have a hard life with very little
opportunity, and it brings beautiful religious items here for people’s
homes and for our parishes. It’s a winwin situation.”
To be a Christian in the Holy Land
facing the circumstances they do today
has been described as a vocation and
as a mission. The Bannoura family has
embraced that vocation and mission
wholeheartedly.
“We are proud to be considered part
of the living Christian heritage of the
Holy Land,” Bannoura said. “Our local
Christians go back to Christ’s time. We
are the first believers of the Lord.”
Committed to offering the highest
quality wood and artistry possible, Bannoura said the family opened their store
because they can only take a limited
number of their 800-plus items to display at parishes and at seasonal mall
kiosks. And while people can view items
online, it’s not the same as viewing them
in person.
“We recently added hand-painted
ceramic items, olive soap, icons, kitchen
utensils and silver jewelry,” Bannoura
said, motioning to shelves lined with colorful plates and cups, fragrant soaps and
eye-catching jewelry. “A good number of
women make the rosaries and bracelets.”

Bethlehem Handicrafts also leads
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, which
Blessed Paul VI called “the fifth gospel,”
to enliven one’s faith, and to support
and encourage Christians there. Bannoura said he’s always asked if such
journeys are safe. Despite hotspot instability, pilgrimages to the Holy Land are
remarkably safe and have recently seen
increased numbers.
“If it weren’t safe,” Bannoura
declared, “I wouldn’t take my wife and
children there.”
Reﬂecting on the newest venture in
the family business, opening the store,
Bannoura said he is filled with gratitude
for his home here and the warm support
the Catholic community has given to
Bethlehem Handicrafts.
“We love Denver, we love Colorado,”
he said. “This is my second home. I
thank Archbishop Aquila, Bishop Jorge
Rodriguez, Bishop Michael Sheridan,
Bishop Stephen Berg and all the priests
and faithful who have been great supporters of us.”

N

JUNE 22-JULY 4

E

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

ZACH WILLIAMS

CHAIN BREAKER FEAR IS A LIAR OLD CHURCH CHOIR

$
$
FAITH
&
FAMILY
30/
40
ADD FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT TO PACKAGE FOR ONLY 20
$

i
BETHLEHEM HANDICRAFTS
Store: 4114 S. Parker Road,
Aurora, CO 80014
Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. MondayFriday; 9 a.m.-noon Saturdays

2018 SUPERSTARS SERIES

DARIUS RUCKER DUSTIN LYNCH
AARON WATSON SAMMY KERSHAW, COLLING RAYE & AARON TIPPIN

Online: www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com
Phone: 720-201-7193 or
toll free 844-999-4659

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND TICKETS:

George Banoura, originally from a town just east of Bethlehem, began
selling goods from the Holy Land in Denver to sustain his family. With a
set location, Bethlehem Handicrafts is the first store in the United States
to provide such artifacts that directly benefit Christians in the Middle
East. photoS by andrew wright

GREELEYSTAMPEDE.ORG
970-356-7787
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A day WITHOUT the Knights of Columbus
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

I

magine a world where a young man
rolls out of bed to the street on a
gray winter morning. He walks by a
shop in the neighborhood and catches a
glimpse of a TV through an old window,
showing an image of the Pope. Yet what
catches his attention is the fact that the
so-called beautiful St. Peter’s Basilica
behind him doesn’t really look like
something to be proud of; it looks more
green than white. Then he sees a Middle
Eastern Christian family begging for
help, saying they were alone and desperate in a city still devastated.
These images set the scence for the
state in which the Church and many
neighborhoods and families could be
if the Knights of Columbus didn’t carry
out the work they do. They are often the
unseen force that has made God’s voice
audible to the poor, widows, children,
nation and Church.
It was the Knights who funded
the greatest restoration of the
65,000-square-foot façade of St. Peter’s

The Knights of Columbus work to make God’s voice audible in the poor,
widows, children nation and Church. In the last 10 years, this Catholic
fraternal organization has given over $1.5 billion to charity along with
millions of volunteer-service hours, making a significant impact around
the world. file photo

Basilica in 350 years. It was the Knights
who fought until the phrase “under God”
was included in the pledge of allegiance
in response to the atheistic Communist threat at the time. It was they who

helped dozens of priests and seminarians during the Mexican Cristero War
and the Ku Klux Klan attacks in the last
century.
It is they who still help thousands of

Here’s how
you can help!

priests cover the cost of formation, give
winter clothes to children, help persecuted Christians, respond incredibly
to natural disasters, provide top-rated
insurance, save unborn children by providing free ultrasounds…
These same Knights of Columbus
live in our midst, transforming our culture through education, advancing and
sustaining our parishes, giving wheelchairs to families in need, consistently
serving in the Special Olympics, building homes, and accompanying veterans,
college students and children…
The over $1.5 billion this Catholic fraternal organization has given to charity
in the past 10 years and the impressive
number of services it provides are the
fruits of these great men from all over
the world, of these great and simple
men at your parish — the same ones who
enjoy grilling and who sell Tootsie Rolls
outside a grocery store.
They make this possible. So, next
time you see a Knight, make sure you
tell him, “Thank you, Sir Knight.”

ccdenver.org

PRAY

VOLUNTEER

DONATE

“Keep praying for us.
I’ve seen prayer change hearts,
change people’s lives.”

Mentor a new mom, or pregnant mom,
at Marisol Health in Denver

87 cents of every Catholic Charities’
dollar went directly to programs
to serve those in need.*

— Father Michael Suchnicki, O.F.M. Cap.,
chaplain at Samaritan House
homeless shelter

ccdenver.org/prayer

Help with bingo and lunch
at Mulroy Senior Center in Denver
Help unload food donations at
Little Flower Assistance Center in Aurora

serve.ccdenver.org

Commit to a monthly donation to make
a difference: $25, $50, $100 or more

ccdenver.org/ways-to-give
*In the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017,
based on consolidated financials

JOIN US AT UPCOMING EVENTS: ccdenver.org/events

11

DENVER CATHOLIC | APRIL 28-MAY 11, 2018

Knights of Columbus
...wish to thank all the clergy and religious of the Archdiocese of Denver for their selﬂess service to us all.

Longmont
Council #1313

It is our sincere pleasure
to service this wonderful
parish & community
Serving: St Francis of Assisi
Parish Longmont
Pastor: Fr Frank Maroney

North Denver
K of C
Council #3319
Serving: Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church
Holy Family Church
Saint Patrick Oratory
Regis Jesuit University
Pastors: Fr Hugh M. Guentner
O.S.M., Fr Martin Lally
Fr Michael Suchnicki,
O.F.M. Cap.
Fr Edward Flaherty, SJ.
Retired

Longmont
Assembly #94

Serving: Guardian Angels Parish,
Mead
St Francis of Assisi,
Longmont
St John the Baptist,
Longmont
Pastors: Rev Alan Hartway CPPS SK,
Rev Humberto Márquez
SK,
Rev Daniel Ciucci,
Rev Frank Maroney,
Rev Mike Berens,
Rev Bob Howard,
Rev Jose Rodriguez

Father Francis
Syrianey
Council #12567
Serving: Light of the World
Parish Littleton
Pastors: Fr Matthew Book
Fr Joseph Lajoie
Deacons: Rev Mr Joe
Donohoe
Rev Mr Rick
Montagne
Rev Mr Mark
Wolbach

Dr. Earl C Bach

Spirit of Christ

Council #3340

Council #12979

Serving: St Mary’s Parish Littleton
Pastors: Fr Javier Nieva, DCJM
Fr Luis Granados, DCJM
Fr Armando Marsal, DCJM
Fr Jamie de Cendra, DCJM
Deacons: Rev Mr Greg Frank
Rev Mr Tim Kilbarger
Rev Mr David Thompson
Br Tomas Basallo, DCJM
Grand Knight Cal
Hargrave

Pastors: Fr Chris Renner
Fr Greg Ames
Deacons:Rev Mr Don St Louis,
Rev Mr Steve Hinkle,
Rev Mr Charles Hahn,
Rev Mr Norm Ridder
Retired
Deacons: Rev Mr Dick Baker,
Rev Mr Earl Webster

St John the
Baptist

Archbishop
James V

Council #14898

Casey Council
#9349

Serving: St John the Baptist
Parish, Longmont
Pastors: Rev Humberto
Márquez
Vicor Rev Daniel
Ciucci
Deacons: Rev Mr Mike Berens
Rev Mr Jose
Rodriguez
Rev Mr Bob Howard

Our Lady of
Fatima

Serving: St Frances Cabrini Parish
Littleton
Pastors: Fr John Paul Leyba
Fr Israel Gonsalves, OCD,
Parochial Vicor
Fr Ronald Sequeira, OCD,
Parochial Vicor
Deacons: Chet Ubowski
Marc Nestorick
Brian Kerby

Council #9597
Serving: Our Lady of Fatima
Parish Lakewood
Pastors: Fr Henri Tshibambe
Fr Frank Lomica
Deacons: Rev Mr Rich Boyd
Rev Mr Joe Hawley
Rev Mr Glenn
Allison
Rev Mr Mike Daly

Knights of
Columbus
State Council

Congratulations to
Father John Stearns,
State Chaplain
of the Knights of
Columbus,
for his dedication
and service to the Order

St Jude Parish
Lakewood
Pastors: Rev Msgr Robert J
Kinkel
Fr Christopher
Popravak, OFM
Chaplain Fr Darrell
Schaffer
Deacons: Rev Mr Michael Bunch
Rev Mr Jay Garland
Rev Mr Alan Spears

Bishop Tihen

Council #12392

Serving: St Cajetan, Presentation of
Our Lady, & St Anthony of
Padue
Pastors: Rev Fr Edward J
Poehlmann, Rev Wojciech
Gierasimczyk, Rev Miljenko Pavkovic
Vicar, Rev Peter Urban, Rev Fr
Heriberto Torres C.R., Rev Fr Miguel
Angel Guzman C.R.
Deacons: Rev Mr Sidney Atencio,
Rev Mr Pablo Salas, Rev Mr Edgar
Valles, Rev Mr Paul Zajac, Rev Mr
Phillip Harrington, Rev Br D. Cesar
Cayentano Arras, C.R.

Serving: Saint Joan of Arc
Parish Arvada
Pastors: Fr Nathan Goebel
Fr James Cuneo,
Assisting Priest
Deacons:
Rex Pilger
Joe Gerber
Matt Archer
Hugh Downey
Sr. Margaret Thomas, O.P.

Father Edward
Prinster

Council #7502

Council #4462

It is our sincere pleasure
to service this wonderful
parish & community
Serving: Holy Name
Steamboat Springs
and Saint Martin of
Tours Oak Creek
Pastor: Father Ernest Bayer

Fort Collins

Holy Cross

Council #1214

Council #16084

Serving: St Joseph, Fort
Collins
Pastors: Fr Simon Kalonga
Rev Joseph
Hartmann
Deacons: Mr Jerome Kraft
Rev Mr Warren G.
Lybanger
Rev Mr Greg
Reynolds

Council #16052
Serving:

Saint Joan of
Arc

Immaculate
Heart of Mary
Pastor: Rev James Spahn
Parochial
Vicars: Rev Joseph Hearty
Rev Mason Fraley
Rev Donation
Kaigoma
Deacons: Louis Arambula
Taylor Elder
Jerome Dunford
Paul Louderman

Saint Jude
Council

It is our sincere pleasure
to service this wonderful
parish & community
Serving: Holy Cross Parish
Thornton
Pastors: Fr Warli Casto
Fr Joe McLagen
Deacon: Julio Cesar Amezua

Council #4796

Msgr. Omer V.
Foxhoven
Council #14398
Serving: All Souls Parish,
Englewood
Pastors: Fr Sam Morehead
Fr John Therese Creus
Fr Francis Therese
Krautter
Fr Nathan Cromly
Fr Francis of the Child
Jesus Nekrosius
Deacons: Rev Kelvin Brath
Rev Martin Wager

Denver Council
#539
Would like to thank the priests
and deacons of our 8 parishes
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception,
Good Shepherd,
Holy Ghost,
Saint Francis de Sales,
Mother of God,
Sacred Heart,
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary,
Saint Joseph
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Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Every year, thousands of Catholics enrich and promote the works of our Church by
contributing to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal. To those who have already donated,
I offer my genuine and heartfelt gratitude.
Saint Paul states in his Second Letter to the Corinthians that we are ambassadors for Christ.
This unique role should never be taken lightly. On the contrary, we must strive daily to
better mirror the life of Christ…a life devoted to acts of charity…a life committed to service
of neighbor…a life that bore witness to the love of God. No task could be more urgent…or
more rewarding. But, do we take our role of ambassadors seriously?
One way of honoring our role as ambassadors is through a gift to the Appeal. When you
contribute, your donation will fund ministries that serve our neighbors and lead others to
Christ.
Your gift will also return to your parish community as a blessing. Since a portion of all
Appeal donations is distributed to parish-focused ministries – such as the Office of
Construction, Evangelization, and Youth Ministry – parishes will be better equipped to
invest in pastoral programs.
Please make a meaningful and intentional Appeal gift this year. You can donate online or
complete the pledge card that was mailed to your home or complete a pledge card in the
pew this weekend. Thank you for helping shepherd souls to Christ.
May our Lord bless you with his happiness and peace.
Sincerely and gratefully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver

PO Box 100316 • Denver, CO 80250-0316

3801 East Florida Avenue, Suite 909 • Denver, CO 80210-2546
Phone: 303.715.3111 • Fax: 303.867.0614
303.468.9889 • www.archden.org/donate
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20 18
20 18
Follow-up Weekend is April 28-29, 2018.
To maximize the impact of your charitable contribution,
please consider a recurring monthly gift. Consistent, monthly
giving will benefit you and the archdiocese.

ARCHDIOCESE
OF DENVER

DONOR
• Donating is easy and fits
your monthly budget
planning

• Reduces postage and
administrative costs

• You will receive fewer
gift requests

• Ensures consistent
cash flow throughout
the year

• Your gift will increase over
a twelve-month period

• Assists ministry
planning

• You can increase, pause,
or stop monthly donations
at any time

• Helps your parish

A recurring monthly gift of $84 translates into an annual gift of $1,008 –
the Guardian Angel level in the “Choirs of Angels Levels of Leadership Giving” program.

NEW!

Nine Choirs of Angels

Levels of Leadership Giving
Seraphim $50,000+
Cherubim $35,000-$49,999
Throne $25,000-$34,999
Dominion $20,000-$24,999
Virtue $15,000-$19,999
Power $10,000-$14,999
Principality $5,000-$9,999
Archangel $2,500-$4,999

Guardian Angel $1,000-$2,499

12 Recurring
Monthly
Donations
$42
$84
$125
$167
$209
$250
$292
$417

Total
Annual
Donation
$504
$1,008
$1,500
$2,004
$2,508
$3,000
$3,504
$5,004

Donate online:

All gifts, including properties
and securities, are tax deductible
as allowed by law.
For questions about planned
giving, please contact The Catholic
Foundation at 303-468-9885.
May God bless you for your
generosity.

www.archden.org/givetoday
or call 303-867-0614
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Fifty years of building Christ’s
community together at Queen of Peace
Amidst capital campaign, Denver’s most
diverse parish is source of a ‘new Pentecost’
BY ROXANNE KING

Q

ueen of Peace Parish in Aurora,
while predominately middle
to lower income, is the most
diverse in the archdiocese and among
the busiest.
It is a beacon of hope for immigrants,
refugees, the poor, and for the average
Catholic seeking the sacraments and/
or deeper faith formation. This year
the parish turns 50, but to continue its
service to the congregation and to the
wider Catholic and Aurora communities, the church needs to build a new
$12.5 million parish center to replace
its current outdated and unsafe facility. With $4.6 million pledged since
November, a dramatic success given

the parishioners income levels, they
have nearly reached their $5 million
capital campaign goal.
“This is a great accomplishment for
this community, which is more than 50
percent immigrant,” said Father Felix
Medina, pastor since 2013. “From the
moment I arrived, I have been aware of
the urgent need to address the challenge
of our great growth in parishioners and
our lack of functional facilities to accommodate our many services and groups.”
More than 12,000 people walk
through the parish’s doors every week
and are served by some 100 different
ministries and activities, ranging from
Mass (6,000 people attend weekly) and
religious education (1,200 students
are in religious education); to social

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

ministry, including Aurora’s only soup
kitchen, and a St. Vincent de Paul Society; to pro-life apostolates that offer
material and spiritual aid to needy
mothers; to faith-building charisms and
community-building cultural groups.
“The motto for our campaign, Building Christ’s community together, summarizes what our parish has done for
thousands of people during these last
five decades,” Father Medina said. “The
beauty of the Catholic Church, which is
for people of every language and color,
is manifested here at Queen of Peace.
“This parish has always welcomed
people from outside,” Father Medina
explained, noting that initially Queen
of Peace served people from across the
United States located at three military
facilities active in Aurora, just one of
which remains.
In recent decades, ethnic diversity
in the city has swelled, making Aurora

Pastor Father Felix Medina seeks to
build a new parish center to bring
Denver’s most diverse Catholic
community together. photo by andrew wright

a “minority-majority city,” meaning the
total population of minority groups is
larger than the white, non-Hispanic or
Latino groups, according to the city’s
2016 demographic report. In Aurora
Public Schools, 130 countries and 166
languages are represented among the
student population.

Kids can be good at hiding
Kidsabuse
can be
good
at hiding
and
neglect.
abuse and neglect.

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms
and Lift:
• $350,00
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$4.5 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$802,722.78

You Dial the Number. We’ll Make the Call.
You Dial the Number. We’ll Make the Call.

1-844-CO-4-KIDS
1-844-CO-4-KIDS
1-844-264-5437
1-844-264-5437

Your confidential, toll-free call can protect a child and help a family. In an emergency, call 911.

co4kids.org
co4kids.org
#co4kids
#co4kids
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“The new parish center will bring
together people from more than 100
nations,” Father Medina said, referring
to his congregation’s diversity.
The parish determined its center
was no longer adequate back in 2005,
but an economic downturn and other
setbacks forced the congregation to put
their hopes for a new parish center on
hold. Given the deplorable condition of
the current parish center, waiting is no
longer an option.
“It is falling apart,” Father Medina
said. “There are leaks in the rooms, leaks
in the foundation, mold, asbestos, out
of code wooden ﬂoors. The shingles are
falling apart. The old building needs to
be torn down and a new one built over it.”
The parish hopes that out of gratitude for its generous service to former
parishioners and to the wider community, people may be willing to help the
congregation reach their goal as they
approach their 50th anniversary. A new
parish center is essential to continue
the new evangelization at Queen of
Peace, the pastor said.
“It will make possible the continued teaching and integrating of so many
into our society and into the Church,”
Father Medina said, “helping them to

be good Catholic citizens of our society — responsible and equipped for the
challenges of living their faith in the
world today.”
Father Medina, a native Spaniard
who received his call to the priesthood
through the words of St. John Paul II
while attending Denver’s 1993 World
Youth Day and providentially was sent
to serve here, likened the ministry of his
parish to a “new Pentecost.”
“There is one Spirit [here], the Holy
Spirit — the Spirit of Christ,” he said.
“It is the only Spirit that can unify us
in a new Pentecost. People were from
every country at Pentecost [in the Acts
of the Apostles], and yet they heard the
apostles speak to them in their own language. We make that present again here
on a daily basis. Each of us is from a
different corner of the world, but we
belong to the same Body of Christ.”

i
To ﬁnd out more or to donate
Call: 303-364-1056
Online: www.queenofpeace.net

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Step-Up CD

Compassionate. Professional.

Step up your savings today with
our flexible, one-time
rising rate CD.
• 2.02% APY* 48 month starting rate
• 2.27% APY* 60 month starting rate

Advance Planning is a

Gift for those you love

Disclosures
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield and is based on compounding dividends within the certificate. A penalty will be imposed if you withdraw the principal before the certificate
maturity date. The penalty is calculated as a forfeiture of interest that has been or would be earned on the account. If the account has not yet earned enough interest, the
penalty will be deducted from the principal.
The four (4) year and (5) year Step-Up certificates of deposit offer a “step up” feature which allows a one-time option of locking in a higher dividend rate* on your certificate
of deposit. The “step up” feature is available after the certificate has remained on deposit for a minimum of 2 years (730 days). The minimum deposit to participate in the
Step-Up certificate of deposit is $500.00.
Once the Step-Up feature is requested *the higher dividend rate will match the rate being offered on a new Fidelis Catholic Credit Union certificate of deposit with the same
term. Member must inform Fidelis Catholic Credit Union of their intent to “step up” their dividend rate in person or in writing to: Fidelis Catholic Credit Union, 6320 Olde
Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada, CO 80003. Offer available to members of Fidelis Catholic Credit Union. This is a limited time offer and rates are subject to change without notice.

Contact us today to get
your FREE Leave Well
Planning Kit.
HoranCares.com

©LeapTie

Call 303.743.8804

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today!
Uniting Your Faith
and Finances

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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“This is
THE GREATEST ACA
video EVER.”

“…Right after watching it,
I’ve got a BIG SMILE
on my face.”

“I’ve never shared something
on Facebook so fast
before!”

- Kevin

- Katie

- David

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
PRESENTS
An Archdiocese of Denver production

Watch the video now at archden.org

A Ministry of
The Archdiocese
of Denver

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth
It’s all here and getting
even better.

Peace of Mind for your Family with Pre-Planning
More info at cfcsColorado.org

MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Ave.,
Wheat Ridge, CO
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
MORTUARY
Serving the
greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30,
Aurora, CO
(720) 859-9785

We are thrilled to announce our Catholic
independent senior living tower is getting
a complete top to bottom renovation
including new penthouse apartments
with spectacular views and a total
makeover of apartments on lower levels.
The Gardens at St. Elizabeth is one of the
top senior living communities in Denver’s
Highland neighborhood and offers daily
Mass in it’s 120 year-old chapel.

Independent Living Assisted Living
2835 West 32nd Avenue | Denver, Colorado | 303.964.3804

homeishere.org
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New parish boundaries

›
›

Prot. N. 2018-0022 AB-A
GOOD SHEPHERD, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East
on East 17th Avenue from Race
Street to Colorado Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Colorado Boulevard from East 17th
Avenue to the Cherry Creek.
Southern Boundary- Northwest
on the Cherry Creek from Colorado
Boulevard to South University
Boulevard, then south to the southern
boundary of the Denver Country Club,
then west to North Downing Street.
Western Boundary- North on North
Downing Street from East Bayaud
Avenue to 8th Avenue, then east to Race
Street, then north to East 17th Avenue.

›

›
›

›
›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2018-0023 AB-A
SAINT JOSEPH, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on West
13th Avenue from I- (Interstate) 25 to
Mariposa Street, then south to West
11th Avenue, then east to Lincoln Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Lincoln Street from West 11th
Avenue to West 1st Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on West
1st Avenue from Lincoln Street to
Kalamath Street, then south to West
Bayaud Avenue, then west to I-25.
Western Boundary- North on
I-25 from West Bayaud Avenue
to West 13th Avenue.

›

›

Prot. N. 2018-0020 AB-A
SACRED HEART, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East at
the approximate location of East
42nd Avenue from I- (Interstate)
25 to Sherman Street, then
north to East 44th Avenue, then
east to Washington Street.
› Eastern Boundary- Southeast on
Washington Street from East 44th
Avenue to the South Platte River,

›

›

›
›
›

›

›

›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2018-0021 AB-A
SAINT IGNATIUS OF
LOYOLA, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
M.L.K. Junior Boulevard from
Humboldt to Colorado Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Colorado Boulevard from M.L.K. Junior
Boulevard to East 17th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on East
17th Avenue from Colorado Boulevard
to Race Street then north to East 21st
Avenue, then west to Humboldt Street.
Western Boundary- North on
Humboldt Street from East 21st
Avenue to M.L.K. Junior Boulevard.

›

›

›

then southwest to 35th Street, then
southeast to North Downing Street,
then south to M.L.K. Junior Boulevard,
then east to Humboldt Street,
then south to East 21st Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
East 21st Avenue from Humboldt
Street to North Downing Street,
then south to East 20th Avenue,
then west to Park Avenue West.
Western Boundary- Northwest
on Park Avenue West from East
20th Avenue to I-25, then north
to the approximate location
of East 42nd Avenue.

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2018-0016 AB-A
CURE D’ARS, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
I- (Interstate) 70 from Colorado
Boulevard to Central Park Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Central Park Boulevard from
I-70 to East 28th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
East 28th Avenue from Central Park
Boulevard to Colorado Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North
on Colorado Boulevard from
East 28th Avenue to I-70.

Prot. N. 2018-0019 AB-A
MOTHER OF GOD, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
8th Avenue from Lincoln Street
to North Downing Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
North Downing Street from 8th
Avenue to East 1st Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West
on East 1st Avenue from North
Downing Street to Lincoln Street.
Western Boundary- North
on Lincoln Street from East
1st Avenue to 8th Avenue.

›

Prot. N. 2018-0015 AB-A
CHRIST THE KING, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
East Colfax Avenue from Colorado
Boulevard to Jersey Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Jersey Street from East Colfax
Avenue to East Tennessee Avenue,
then east to South Kearney Street,
then south to the Cherry Creek.
Southern Boundary- Northwest on
the Cherry Creek from South Kearney
Street to Colorado Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on
Colorado Boulevard from the Cherry
Creek to East Colfax Avenue.

Prot. N. 2018-0018 AB-A
HOLY GHOST, DENVER
Northern Boundary- N/A.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Park
Avenue West from I- (Interstate)
25 to East 20th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on East
20th Avenue from Park Avenue West to
Sherman Street, then south to East 18th
Avenue, then west to North Broadway,
then south to Colfax Avenue, then
west to 14th Street, then northwest
to Blake Street, then west to Speer
Boulevard, then northwest to I-25.
Western Boundary- North
on I-25 from Speer Boulevard
to Park Avenue West.

›

›

Prot. N. 2018-0013 AB-A
ANNUNCIATION, DENVER
Northern Boundary- Northeast on
Arkins Court from Washington Street to
McFarland Drive, then northeast to
44th Street, then southeast to Brighton
Boulevard, then southwest to the
approximate location of East 44th
Avenue, then east to Colorado Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Colorado Boulevard from the
approximate location of East 44th
Avenue to M.L.K. Junior Boulevard.
Southern Boundary- West on M.L.K.
Junior Boulevard from Colorado
Boulevard to North Downing Street.
Western Boundary- North on North
Downing Street from M.L.K Junior
Boulevard to 35th Street, then
northwest to the South Platte River,
then northeast to Washington Street,
then southeast to Arkins Court.

›

Prot. N. 2018-0113 AB-A
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, DENVER
Northern Boundary- Southwest on
Speer Boulevard from I- (Interstate)
25 to Blake Street, then east to 14th
Street, then southeast to West Colfax
Avenue, then east to Broadway,
then north to East 18th Avenue, then
east to Sherman Street, then north
to East 20th Avenue, then west to
Downing Street, then north to East
21st Avenue, then east to Race Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Race
Street from East 21st Avenue to 8th
Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
8th Avenue from Race Street to
Lincoln Street, then north to West
11th Avenue, then west to Mariposa
Street, then north to West 13th
Avenue, then west to I-25.
Western Boundary- North on I-25 from
West 13th Avenue to Speer Boulevard.

Prot. N. 2018-0014 AB-A
Blessed Sacrament, Denver
Northern Boundary- East on
East 28th Avenue from Colorado
Boulevard to Kearney Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Kearney Street from East 28th
Avenue to East 23rd Avenue,
then west to Jasmine Street, then
south to East Colfax Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
East Colfax Avenue from Jasmine
Street to Colorado Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on
Colorado Boulevard from East Colfax
Avenue to East 28th Avenue.

›

CENTRAL EAST DEANERY

Prot. N. 2018-0017 AB-A
SAINT JAMES, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
East 28th Avenue from Kearney
Street to Central Park Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
Central Park Boulevard from East
28th Avenue, then continue south
on Yosemite Street to Dayton Street,
then south to South Parker Road,
then southeast to East Iliff Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
East Iliff Avenue from South Parker
Road to the Cherry Creek.
Western Boundary- North on the
Cherry Creek from East Iliff Avenue
to South Kearney Street, then north
to East Tennessee Avenue, then west
to South Jersey Street, then north
to East Colfax Avenue, then east to
Jasmine Street, then north to East 23th
Avenue, then east to Kearney Street,
then north to East 28th Avenue.

›

W

hereas a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful
stably constituted in a particular church” and is “to be territorial,
that is, one which includes all the Christian faithful of a certain
territory” (cc. 515§1 and 518);
Whereas reevaluating and even redefining parish boundaries, from time to
time, is prudent in light of shifting demographics, civil boundaries, and the
need to minister more effectively to the faithful;
Whereas canon 515 §2 states, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect,
suppress, or alter parishes;”
Whereas the pastors of the affected parishes and the pastors of neighboring
and/or affected parishes have been consulted, in accord with canon 50, and
consented;
Whereas the Presbyteral Council was consulted in accord with canon 515 §2;
I, the Archbishop of Denver, hereby modify the following parish boundaries
so that, once this decree takes effect upon legitimate notification, the new
boundaries shall be as follows, everything to the contrary notwithstanding.

›
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Around the Archdiocese

Saint John Institute hosts inaugural graduation
Brianne
Schulze
(left) and
Regina
Ramsey
(right)
graduated from
the Saint
John
Institute
April 15.

BY MOIRA CULLINGS

R

egina Ramsey was tired of hearing complaints about what’s
wrong with the world and what
needs to change within the Catholic
Church. She wanted to act.
“I decided that I could either join
the people talking about the changes
that needed to be made or I could do
something about it,” said Ramsey.
That’s when she turned to the Saint
John Institute — an MBA program
centered on the New Evangelization
that helps students develop their gifts
to become great leaders in the Church.
“An MBA through Saint John Institute seemed to be the right fit because
it combined business knowledge with
deep spiritual formation,” Ramsey said.
After graduating from the Saint
John Institute with fellow student
Brianne Schulze on April 15 — the first
students to graduate from the program
— Ramsey looks forward to centering
her daily life on her Catholic faith. She

challenge to help me gain the practical
business skills I needed to be able to
evangelize more effectively through my
art,” she said.
Schulze is an artist whose goal was to
develop her skills to glorify God.
“Art and beauty point to the eternal,”
she said, “and I feel I have a responsibility in creating work that does that
— work that gives people an opportunity to encounter Christ through the
transcendent power of beauty.”
Schulze was deeply inspired by
the Brothers of Saint John, who form
the students both academically and
spiritually.
“They challenged me in my faith
and have helped lead me to Christ in a
deeper way than I ever thought possible,” Schulze said.

photo by andrew
wright

hopes to one day help non-profits utilize business structures to help them
with long-term success.
The Saint John Institute isn’t your
average MBA program.
“Our program is different from other
MBA programs because of the focus on
developing an authentic prayer life and
spirituality,” said Father Francis Therese
Kratter, the program’s chaplain.
“We all know deep down that prayer
is what makes our lives fruitful, but we

rarely devote the time we know we
should to this most important activity,” he said.
The Saint John Institute shapes students through two years of monastic
prayer and study, Father Kratter said.
He believes the success of current and
future students stems from prayer.
Students like Schulze were attracted
to the program because of that spiritual
formation.
“I saw the MBA as a necessary
ACROSS
1

6
10

14

15
16
17

18
19

20

22

23

24
26

29
32
36
38
40

The ﬂight
to here is
one of the
Sorrows of
Our Lady
Wise Men
Catholic
singer
Perry ___
Canadian
priest in
the Hockey
Hall of
Fame
Old cloth
measures
Pitcher
W.C. Handy
street of
song
Hebrew
month
Season
before
Easter
California
city named
for a saint
of Assisi
“…to the
___ of the
earth.”
(Acts 1:8)
French holy
woman
(abbr.)
Long ﬁsh
Samson
killed
Philistines
with the
jawbone of
this animal
Ship’s
small boat
Epistle
Burden
AKA Paul
Garlicﬂavored
mayonnaise

41 To him,
to Pierre
42 Convocation of
witches
44 God of war
45 Violet
47 Next in line
48 Wash
49 Paul went
here when
he left
Damascus
(Gal 1:17)
51 Strikebreaker
53 Female
fowl
54 Wife of
Tobit (Tb
2:11)
56 “…my ___
overﬂows”
(Ps 23:5)
58 Brother
of Abel
61 “___ in the
highest…”
67 1949
Gatsby
portrayer
68 Patron
saint of
sailors
69 Symbol
on the
papal ﬂag
70 Perry’s
creator
71 Robert E.
and family
72 Bug’s patsy
73 Pundit’s
page
74 St. ___ de
Beaupre
75 Charlotte’s
dessert?

1

2

3

For more information on the
Saint John Institute, visit
www.saintjohninstitute.org.
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5
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15

16

17
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27

28

36

24
29

30

39

49

59

60

34

35

65

66

44
48

51

50
54

33
40

43
47

46

13

25
32

42

45

58

31

38

37

41

12

22

21
23

26

11

52

55
61

56
62

53
57

63

64

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75
www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

DOWN
1
2

Recedes
Greek
goddess of
the earth
3 Monetary
unit of
China
4 Rawhides
5 Agreement
6 Agape ___
7 Catholic
actor,
Robert ___
8 Stare
angrily
9 Kingdom
of David
10 Heavenly
11 Catholic
actor
Wilson who
did the
voice for
Marmaduke

12 Set right
13 Scraps
of food
21 Discontinue
25 Pasture
26 Conﬁrmation
gesture
27 Kind of
power
28 Sweatbox
30 What
Jesus told
the blind
man to do
at the pool
of Siloam
(Jn 9:7)
31 Does a car
repair job
33 The Law
34 Ecole
attendee
35 “He is ___!”
37 Scattered

39 Pertaining
to the
non-ordained
members of
the Church
43 Catholic
actor who
won an
Academy
Award for
his role
as Father
Flanagan
46 Yang’s
complement
50 St. ___
Merici
52 Dairy fat
55 Catholic
comedian
married
to Burns

57 French
World War
I soldier
58 Queen of
the Nile, to
her friends?
59 Senior citizens’ org.
60 These
hands are
the devil’s
workshop
62 Augury
63 “On the
third day
he ___
again”
64 Legs
65 Minerals
66 “We ___
to say, Our
Father…”
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Get Involved
MAY

MAY

Priesthood Ordination

Theology
on Tap
14 7 p.m., The Irish Snug, 1201 E.
Colfax Ave. Come to the next Theology
on Tap for an evening of music and
beauty led by the incredibly talented
Alanna Marie Boudreau! Theology on
Tap meets in the basement level of the
Irish Snug — free parking in the neighborhood and back lots. Come early for
happy hour! Alanna will start at 7:15
p.m. For more details, conact mary.
mcgeehan@archden.org.

MAY

Prayer in the Square
19 10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Five men will be ordained to the priesthood. The men are: Darrick Leier,
Shannon Thurman, Angel Perez-Brown, Roberto Rodriguez and Tomislav Tomić.
The ordination will be livestreamed at archden.org/livestream. photo by daniel petty

MAY

5 10 a.m. Join the faithful each First
Saturday at Prayer in the Square to
pray a Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet at various locations on the Front
Range. They pray for God’s love, mercy
and peace for the sanctity of human
life and for an end to the persecution
of Christians worldwide. Visit prayerinthesquare.com to ﬁnd the prayer
community nearest you.

5

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

THE
ASCENSION
OF THE
LORD
MAY 13:
The Ascension
of the Lord
commemorates
Jesus Christ’s
ascension into
heaven and marks
the end of the
Easter season on the litugical calendar. It
is a very important feast in the Church and
can be traced back to as early as the 4th
century. The Feast of the Ascension falls
one week before Pentecost, which is no
coincidence. As Bishop Robert Barron puts it,
“It is fascinating to note how the Ascension
and Pentecost are linked: in the Ascension,
something of earth moves into the heavenly
sphere, and at Pentecost, something of heaven
— the Holy Spirit — invades the earth.”

5

Holy Family High School
Tiger Gala

5 p.m., Omni Interlocken
Hotel, 500 Interlocken
Blvd., Broomﬁeld, see
website for pricing. The
27th Annual Tiger Gala is
a celebration of tradition
and family in support
of Holy Family High
School. The theme for
this year is Holy Family
Fiesta and will include
live entertainment and
spectacular auction
items. For more details
and to purchase tickets,
visit tigergala.org.

Pray the Giant Outdoor
Rosary

3 p.m., St. Scholastica
Parish, 575 Wells St.,
Erie. Come participate
in an interactive prayer
experience dedicated
to sanctity of marriage
and world peace with
the giant outdoor rosary
at St. Scholastica. It
is a unique, custommade wooden rosary
measuring more than 20
feet long.
6

Mothers of Notre Dame
Mass

8:30 a.m., St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial.
In connection with the
University of Notre
Dame, Mass is celebrated
throughout the country
to honor the women
and mothers of Notre
Dame University in the
month of May, the month
of Our Blessed Mother.
Join other mothers and

women at the Mass for
the Denver area at St.
Thomas More Parish.
15

Say ‘Yes’ to Supporting
Foster Kids

7 p.m., Spirit of Christ
Parish, 7400 W. 80th
Ave., Arvada, free. Have
you ever wondered
what it takes to become
a foster parent? Have
you ever considered
fostering and not known
where to start? Have you
ever wondered how you
can help support foster
families? Come to Spirit
of Christ’s information
and Q&A night. Light
refreshments will be
provided.
16

Gregorian Chant
Workshop

5/16 - 5/20, Abbey of
St. Walburga, Virginia
Dale, $300. Join the
Benedictine Nuns at the
Abbey to learn more
about the history and

practice of chant. Basic
familiarity with modern
musical notation and
terminology will be
assumed, but no singing
experience required.
Private room and meals
included. Contact the
Abbey Retreat Oﬃce
at 970-472-0612 or
aswretreats@gmail.com
for more details.
17

St. John the Evangelist
Color Fun Run

5 p.m., Fairgrounds Park,
700 S. Railroad Ave.,
Loveland, $16. Bring the
family for an evening
promoting healthy and
active lifestyles while
fundraising for St. John’s
Catholic School. For
tickets and more details,
visit school.saintjohns.
net/sjecolorrun.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classiﬁeds 303-715-3230 | classiﬁeds@archden.org

Celebrating life in droves
wins Vietnamese parish
youth a pizza party

EVENTS

This feat promises to be the start of

DONATIONS NEEDED

PRAYERS

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

IN THANKSGIVING

Vehicle donation – Tax deductible.
Fast, free pickup. Help those in need!
Call 800-322-8284 or visit us at
www.svdpusacars.com

DEAR CURSILLISTAS - The English
Cursillo events have a new location. Come
live your 4th Day by joining us for an
Ultreya on May 20th, 6:30 - 8:00 pm at St.
Mary Magdalene, 2771 Zenobia St.,
Denver 80212. School of Leaders is also
being held on May 5th, 12th and 19th from
3:00 - 5:00 pm at St. Mary Magdalene. For
more information contact Annabelle Vigil
at 720-249-9896 or Valerie Vigil at
720-217-8676.

DOMINICAN HOME HEALTH AGENCY
The Durable Medical Equipment (DME)
Loan Program provides life-saving medical equipment for the community. Donate
wheelchairs, walkers, commodes, shower
benches, hospital beds etc. Call Dominican
Home Health Agency 303-322-1413, ext. 18.
www.dominicanhha.org

CEMETERY PROPERTY
CROWN HILL -Two adjacent plots in a

To the

ts!

Heigh

TRAINING FOR HEAVEN
Catholic Summer Sports Camps
Tennis, Soccer, Basketball
Boys Grades 1-9
www.FrassatiSports.org

quiet, pretty location: Blk 69, Lot 77, Unit 6,
Sect 3 & 4. Asking $8,500 for both; current
value is $13,000; trans fee incl. Call 303474-5396, lv msg. LP

MT. OLIVET - Two crypts in sold-out St.
Anthony’s Mausoleum, corners touching.
Sect P: Tier E 211 & Tier D 212. Will sell separately. Any reasonable oﬀer considered
(current value: $7200 ea) 303-817-2922. TB
MT. OLIVET - Single crypt in the lovely
Ascension Mausoleum - #92, Tier F, inside.
Current value is over $7,300; asking $6,000
OBO, incl transfer fee. Call 970-858-2386,
please leave message. CP

OLINGER HIGHLAND - Thornton. Two
Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs had a strong show at January’s Celebrate
Life March with 386 youth. photo by brandon yoUng

T

he Respect Life Oﬃce of Catholic Charities of Denver ordered
over 168 pizzas to thank the
youth of Queen of Martyrs Church April
15 for their enthusiastic support and
attendance at the Denver’s Celebrate
Life March in January.
The parish’s religious education
students constituted the biggest group
from the archdiocese to attend the
march, with 386 youth, surpassing any
school or program.
The result was part of an initiative by
two members of Prayer in the Square
and Knights of Columbus, Mike Phelan
and Sam Perry. After consulting Father
Louis Pham, pastor of the parish, the
priest committed to making the presence of youth tangible at the march,
joining in the mission of the archdiocesan movement Prayer in the Square,
which is to witness and pray for the
sanctity of life in the public square.
With the help of the Knights Council,
who managed the logistics, the parish
was able to send most of the children
in their religious education program.

This feat promises to be the start of a
growing support and involvement of
communities, pastors and parish children and families at the yearly Celebrate Life March.
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA
SUMMER FESTIVAL!!!
Fri, June 1st, 5-11 PM; Sat, June 2nd, 5-11 PM
and Sun, June 3rd, 3-8 PM
4200 Federal Blvd. Denver 80211
Call 303.455.9090 for more info

adjoining plots with vaults included in the
desirable Garden of Christus. Beautiful,
treed area. Current value $7,000 ea. Call
715-238-7174 for details. EL

MT. OLIVET - Two side-by-side plots in
a lovely older area: Sect 15, Lot 12, Blk 1,
Graves 3 & 4. Asking $3,100 ea, incl trans
fee; current value is $3,850 ea. Please
call 303-997-6454. DC

To Saint Jude and the Blessed Virgin
Mary - Thank you for prayers answered.
CAO

AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Service, Repair &
Maintenance. Special for Denver Catholic
readers: Furnace Tune-Up with 11-point
furnace check - regularly $125; mention
this ad for the $79 special!!
Ask about our air duct cleaning service.
We do it all - air conditioners & water
heaters too! Free estimates & 24-hour
service. Since 1957, family owned & operated. Members of St. Joseph Church for
40+ yrs. Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970-4827520. For important info & latest news, visit:
www.heatexchangerexpertsofdenver.com

CONCRETE
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL!
Three generations of concrete service in
the Denver and surrounding areas.
Concrete made simple. Driveways and
more. Call for details - 303-725-3346

CONCRETE WORK AND REPAIR
Spring and Summer Specials!!
Driveways, patios and sidewalks. Senior
discount. Fast and friendly service.
References. Call today! 303-429-0380

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete ﬂat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3230 | Email: classiﬁeds@archden.org

Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at ﬁ rst publication. Notify us immediately if errors. We accept
responsibility only for the ﬁ rst incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no ﬁ nancial responsibility for
errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the right to reject any ad.
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: To start, stop or change your subscription, please email circuiation@archden.org.
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ELECTRICAL

HANDYMAN, cont’d

PATIOS

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS

BEAUTIFUL PATIOS - BEST PRICES
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
720-320-1841

Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

MASTER ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED &
INSURED - Free estimates. Residential or
commercial, big or small, we do it all.
Quality work at a competitive price. Call
B&W Electric at 720-925-1241. If no answer,
lv a message; I WILL return your call.

ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

HAULING/JUNK
REMOVAL
CUT RATE HAULING
Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

HOUSE CLEANING

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING

Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.

20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492.

RG SERVICES - Wood fencing jobs and
concrete ﬂat work - driveways, patios,
sidewalks, colored & stamped concrete.
Warranty on all jobs. 15 years experience.
Free estimates. Call 720-581-5884.

FLOORING SERVICES
AFFORDABLE FLOORING AND
REMODELING - *$100 off any job over
$1000 Special* valid for jobs starting in
May, June & July!! Hardwood, Carpet, Tile
- Sales & Installation. Wood floor refinishing! 17 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

HANDYMAN
PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% oﬀ painting, home repairs or
remodeling. Windows, carpentry, tile,
kitchens, baths & basements.Free estimates. Call 720-320-1841

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

IN-HOME MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT: LIFTS
INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Your “Go To People”!! We buy and sell new
& recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts, etc.
Save $$$$. Call 303-463-8200 or email
glark@independentlivingsolutionsinc.com

MOVING COMPANIES
HOMEGROWN MOVING COMPANY
We offer senior moving, residential
moving and packing services. Locally
owned & operated. See our reviews online
at Yelp, Google & Homegrownmoving.com
sssss Please call 303-587-6200 sssss

PAINTING
BEAUTIFUL
PAINTING OR REMODELING
Interior or exterior house painting or
remodeling. Free estimates. Senior
discount. Imagine Painting - 720-320-1841

Family business - Senior discount, free
estimates. Call us today!

PLUMBING
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Free estimates! Also, remodeling or repair
- kitchens, bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 oﬀ.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING
SPECIALIST - Complete plumbing & heating repair & replacement. Serving Denver
Archdiocese for 20 yrs. A+ Rating BBB. $50
senior discount with ad. 303-766-4300

REMODELING
HB BUILDERS - Save money, don’t
replace! Resurfacing technology;
Laminate counter tops repair & recolor; Solid
surface repair & recolor; Cabinets recolor;
Bath tubs & sinks - powder coat, recolor. Tile,
natural stone repair. Antislip for tubs, any
surface. Senior discount!
Call for a free estimate: 303-829-2783

HONEST, EXPERT WORK - BEST
PRICES - 720-320-1841
Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

MDK REMODELING

Service Directory |

Classiﬁeds

ROOFING, GUTTERS &
ROOF REPAIR

TREE SERVICES, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

TREE TRIMMING & TRASH REMOVAL

BISHOP MACHEBEUF HIGH SCHOOL

A+ RATING WITH BBB - SUNNY
CONSTRUCTORS AND ROOFING, LLC

Trees and shrubs expertly trimmed and
trash hauled away. General yard clean-up
services too. Fast & friendly service. Senior
discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

is currently hiring for the following
positions: Advancement Manager, Physics
Teacher and Biology Teacher. Visit www.
machebeuf.org for job descriptions and
requirements.

YARD WORK

DIRECTOR OF CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY for Bishop Machebeuf High

EMIS LANDSCAPING, SPRINKLER
& CONCRETE SERVICES - Landscaping,

School. Please visit www.machebeuf.org
for a full job description, requirements
and application instructions.

Free estimates. Rooﬁng and Gutter
Contractor. Local company in business
since 1984. Call today! 303-734-0956

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair
price on rooﬁng, gutters. Senior Citizen
Discount. Licensed since 1980 & Insured.
For FREE estimate, call 303-234-1539 or
303-399-7220

SPRINKLERS & SOD
720-298-0880 FOR PLUMBING &
SPRINKLERS!! Free instant quote!
Disposals, faucets, water pressure valves,
drain cleaning, pipes, water heaters, sump
pumps, toilets, sprinkler repair & install.
www.vertecservices.com for coupons!!

SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS - Since 1998.
Pro lawn sprinkler install & repair, and sod
installation! Lifetime warranty. Fast,
friendly service. Call today - 303-523-5859.
www.sprinklersolutionscolorado.com

TILE
TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

TILE OR REMODELING
Family business, 20 years experience.
Reasonable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens,
basements. Free estimates; senior
discount. Call 720-320-1841.

TREE SERVICES

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

yard work and sprinkler systems. BBB
Member. Free estimates, military & senior
discounts. 10% off w/ad! Call 720-877-3733

YARD MAINTENANCE & MORE!
Serving the Catholic community. Tree
trimming & removal, trash removal,
concrete work, overall yard clean-up,
gutter cleaning. Fast & friendly service.
Senior discount. Please call 303-429-0380.

HELP WANTED
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC for St. Frances
Cabrini, a vibrant parish in Littleton with
an established, diverse music program.
Director will lead the congregation, a large
adult choir, adult schola, children’s choir,
cantors and Youth Mass band, as well as
manage the program administration &
budget. The church has an extensive array
of instruments including a pipe organ,
grand piano, 5-octave handbells & digital
piano, new digital tablet-controlled sound
system & projection screens. Position
requires a practicing Catholic with extensive knowledge & experience with liturgy;
exceptional ability to play organ & piano;
ability to conduct & play wide repertoire
of church music (traditional, contemporary, Gregorian Chant); communication &
organizational skills. Salary commensurate w/education & exp.; excellent benefit
package. Mail inquiries/applications to:
Music Director Search Committee, St.
Frances Cabrini, 6673 W. Chatfield Ave.,
Littleton CO 80128 OR via email: dwyatt@
sfcparish.org. Please include a cover letter,
resume, and 3 references (a priest, a
professional musician, & one other) to be
contacted by staff. Closing date: May 17th.

K-8 MUSIC TEACHER for Good Shepherd Catholic School, located in the heart
of central Denver, for the 18-19 school year.
The candidate must hold a valid Colorado
teaching license or be eligible to receive
one. Submit cover letter/resume to mark.
strawbridge@goodshepherddenver.org.

MINISTRY, FACILITIES, AND EVENTS
COORDINATOR - for St. Mary Parish in
Littleton. We seek an active, practicing
Catholic who is creative, outgoing, organized, and hands-on to develop & direct
outreach and service ministries, develop &
coordinate parish-wide events, maintain
facilities schedules, and track Safe Environment compliance. The position is full
time w/flexible schedule, though jobsharing may be considered. For a full job
description visit www.stmarylittleton.org/
job-opportunities. To apply, email a cover
letter, resume, and salary requirements to
kathy.reuter@stmarylittleton.org no later
than May 11th.

YOUTH MINISTER - St. Mary Parish in
Littleton is seeking an energetic, dynamic
and authentic candidate with a passion
for seeing young people come to Christ.
The successful applicant will have experience in youth ministry & working with/
implementing curriculum, be very familiar
with Theology of the Body, and have prior
experience leading a team of volunteers.
For a full job description visit www.
stmarylittleton.org/job-opportunities. To
apply, email a cover letter, resume, and
salary expectations to kathy.reuter@
stmarylittleton.org no later than May 4th.

Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing & Removal
23 years in Business! Free Estimates.
Call today: 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!
CALL
303-715-3230
EMAIL
classiﬁeds@archden.org

**READERS**
Please research
advertisers carefully
before purchasing any product or
service advertised.
Publication of advertisements does not
indicate endorsement by the Denver
Catholic.
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Perspectives

Baseball and Synod 2018

I

trust it won’t cause heartburn
among the editors of Commonweal if I confess to having cheered
at a recent article they posted, “Quit
Trying to ‘Fix’ Baseball.” Therein, Professor Gregory Hillis of
GEORGE Bellarmine
WEIGEL College
took on
The Catholic Difference
MLB
George Weigel is a
Commisdistinguished senior
sioner Rob
fellow of the Ethics and
Manfred’s
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
efforts to
appeal to millennials — creatures
from that deep lagoon known as
“social media” — by speeding up the
pastime. Professor Hillis called the
ball foul, and I heartily concur.
Baseball is a foretaste of the
Kingdom of God precisely because
it doesn’t work by clock-time, like
football, soccer, basketball, lacrosse
and hockey. A baseball game could,
in theory, be eternal. So, to enter the
transcendent time-beyond-time of a
ballgame is to experience a bit of what
awaits us at what the Book of Revelation calls the Wedding Feast of the
Lamb: an eternal present.
As Professor Hollis points out,
Americans, who live in increasingly

thin-sliced fractions of time, need a
break from all that. And to tinker with
baseball’s hallowed structure in order
to appease a generation marked by
attention-deficits is a concession that
ought not be made: precisely for the
sake of those addicted to instant gratification, instant communication, and
instant linkage to whomever, wherever, about whatever. Baseball slows
down a generation that badly needs a
sense of repose.
Thus far, Commissioner Manfred’s tinkering hasn’t done irreparable damage, although I do object,
vigorously, to the silly, allegedly
time-saving device of signaling an
intentional walk rather than deliberately throwing four consecutive
pitches outside the strike zone. Prior
to this lapse into subjectivism, baseball was a rigorously objective game: a
baseball act wasn’t completed until it
was, well, completed — the home run
hitter must touch all the bases; the
catcher who drops a third strike must
complete the play by throwing out
the batter at first. This insistence on
the completed act taught something
important, analogically, about the
rootedness of the moral life in reality.
That’s now being jeopardized, and
things could get worse if the major

leagues adopt such gnostic devices as
starting extra innings by giving the
team at bat a man on second base.
Professor Hillis neatly sums up his
indictment and his concern: “Perhaps
more thought needs to be given to the
idea that ... baseball’s popularity problem isn’t a consequence of a broken
game, but of a society whose ability to
enjoy the leisure of baseball has atrophied.” Maybe baseball should offer
young people what they need, which
is an experience of true leisure, not
what they think they want: another
quick buzz.
And that brings us by a roundabout
route to the upcoming Synod of Bishops on youth ministry and vocational
discernment. Just before Easter there
was a “listening” session in Rome,
hosted by the Synod general secretariat, in which several hundred (handpicked) young adults told senior
Church oﬃcials what they liked and
disliked about Catholicism. No new
ground was broken, and the conference’s rather dull final document
(which bore telltale marks of having
been drafted beforehand, and not by
young people) was equally un-newsworthy. Perhaps that’s because the
entire exercise was misconceived.
I’ve been asked dozens of times

why John Paul II was such a pied
piper for the young. And my answers
are always the same: his transparent
honesty and his challenge. John Paul
never asked young people to take up
any challenge he had not accepted,
or bear any burden he had not borne.
That was palpable, and young people,
who have very good baloney detectors, sensed it.
Then there was the challenge. In
many variations on one great theme,
John Paul II said to the young, in effect,
“Never, ever settle for anything less
than the spiritual and moral grandeur
the grace of God makes possible in your
life. You won’t always succeed. But
don’t lower the bar of expectation. Get
up when you fall, dust yourself off, seek
reconciliation — and then try again to
live a life of heroic virtue. Don’t settle
for anything less than that.”
The response was tremendous.
Synod-2018 should reﬂect on that. In
a world that panders to them, maybe
what those who will create the human
future really need is challenge — compelling, compassionate, and merciful, to be sure. But challenge: the
challenge to meet in Jesus Christ the
answer to the question that is every
human life, and through him to live
nobly for others.

A pilgrimage through the arts

I

recently visited the Denver Art
Museum to see the Degas: A Passion for Perfection exhibit, which
runs until May 20. My kindergartener
summed up the thematic content:
“Horses
DR. R.
and dancing
JARED
girls.” With
STAUDT
this inspiration, Degas’
The Catholic Reader
genius
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is
spanned
a husband and father
an array of
of six, the catechetical
materials
formation specialist for the
Archdiocese of Denver, a
— graphBenedictine oblate, proliﬁc
writer, and insatiable reader. ite, charcoal, ink,
pastel, paints, and sculpture — as well
as a spectrum of vision, from rough
sketches and undefined abstraction to
unexpected color and precision of line.
As Catholics, we have abundant opportunities to enter into the beauty of our
faith through art. Here are some recent
books to help us do so.

PAINTING

Painting serves
as a good
entry
point
into the
Catholic
arts and
Madeline
Stebbins’
Looking at
a Masterpiece (Emmaus, 2017) provides not only over 40 paintings, but
also guides us in how to understand
them. It is a large book, which reproduces the paintings in beautiful fashion. Chapter 19, “A Beautiful Journey,” features Francesco Botticini’s
“The Three Archangels with Tobias”
(c. 1470) and typifies the pilgrimage
through the arts, as we imitate Tobias
in being led by the hand through a
journey of beauty, drawing us more
deeply to God.

ARCHITECTURE

Gijs van
Hensbergen also
leads us on
a tour of
the greatest
modern
church
with
his The
Sagrada
Familia:
The Astonishing Story
of Gaudi’s Unﬁnished Masterpiece
(Bloomsbury, 2017). Hensbergen
describes the complexity and paradoxes of the church and its architect,
Antoni Gaudí, whose cause for canonization has been opened. Sagrada
Familia, a shrine to the Holy Family,
is thoroughly modern and even surrealist, while conveying a truly transcendent and beautiful vision.

MUSIC

Anthony
Esolen offers
us not simply
a theoretical
overview of
great Christian hymns,
but a guide
through these
hymns, with
an accompanying CD,
in his Real
Music: A Guide
to the Timeless Hymns of the Church
(TAN, 2016). He arranges the book’s
chapters based on major themes, such
as the psalms, major events of salvation, the Holy Spirit, and the Eucharist. This beautiful guide could help
Catholic singing come alive again,
both in the home and in parishes.
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Pope Francis: Hell-denier? No.

S

o the Pope has a friend — a
rather colorful friend — with
whom he likes to chat periodically. This friend, unfortunately,
is also a journalist. A 94-year-old
journalMARY
ist who
BETH
prides
BONACCI
himself
on never
Guest Column
recording
Bonacci is a syndicated
conversacolumnist based in
tions or
Denver and the author of
taking
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
notes,
and
instead “reconstructs” conversations
after the fact. Which all may have
been well and good when he was in
his 40’s. But half a century later, it’s
probably time for him to hang up this
particular parlor trick.
Lest he get someone in trouble.
I don’t know what the Holy Father
actually said in his most recent conversation with Eugenio Scalfari. But
Scalfari’s reconstruction has the
Supreme Roman Pontiff strongly
implying that hell does not in fact
exist — that the souls of the damned
simply cease to exist at the moment
of death.
This, as one might imagine, is

causing quite a few headaches at the
Vatican.
I have no idea what the Holy
Father said in this particular conversation, and I have no interest in trying
to figure it out. I would much rather
stick with what I know, based on multiple on-the-record, actual, verifiable,
don’t-need-to-be-walked-back-bythe-Vatican statements that Pope
Francis has made over the years.
And that is this: the Holy Father
does indeed believe what the Church
teaches about death, judgment,
heaven and hell. What’s more, he has
made some pretty profound statements on the subject.
I was particularly struck by his
answer, a few years ago, to a young
woman who asked him how hell could
exist if God forgives everyone. He
acknowledged it was a good question,
told her about the fall of Satan, and
then said, “He wanted God’s place.
And God wanted to forgive him, but
he said, ‘I don’t need your forgiveness.
I am good enough!’”
He went on to say, “This is hell. It
is telling God, ‘You take care of yourself because I’ll take care of myself.’
They don’t send you to hell, you go
there because you choose to be there.
Hell is wanting to be distant from God

because I do not want God’s love. This
is hell.”
This is the Church’s teaching,
beautifully stated. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church says that hell is
the “state of definitive self-exclusion
from communion with God and the
blessed.” (CCC 1033)
God created us for Himself. But
we need to freely choose him, or our
union with him would be meaningless
— a form of captivity. If we are free,
our options must be meaningful, not
just illusions. And in this life, we can
choose to follow him or not.
Hell is quite simply the consequence of choosing “not God” in this
life. It’s not a “place” we can locate on
a map, any more than heaven is. It is a
state of being. I have no idea what it is
like, except that it is utterly separated
from God. God is the source of all
good. God is compassion. God is love.
God is beauty. That lack of beauty,
love and compassion and every other
good, is hell.
It couldn’t be pleasant.
God doesn’t “send” us to hell. We
choose it, by the way we live our lives.
I don’t know what that final scene
looks like, but I have often heard speculation that, to the condemned soul,
the possibility of spending eternity

beholding the face of the God they
rejected is so painful that they themselves, in that moment, choose exclusion from His presence. God didn’t
choose it for them. They did.
I find that oddly comforting.
I have sometimes been amused
to find that some of the same people
who condemn the “everybody gets
a trophy” mentality in youth sports,
also subscribe to an “everybody goes
to heaven” theology of the afterlife.
Do we really believe that God is the
“everybody gets a trophy” guy? That
he put us here on this earth with no
goal beyond doing whatever we like
for the better part of a century or
so? And that, at the end, it makes
no difference how we have behaved,
or whether we lived his love or not?
That our “reward” is actually meaningless? That all — good and evil and
in-between — are equally rewarded
for how we used our time here?
I don’t believe that. I believe he
placed us here with a goal, and that
goal is him. And we either make it or
we don’t.
Fortunately, I have it on pretty
good authority that Pope Francis
believes the same thing.

POETRY

LITERATURE

THE ETERNAL PILGRIMAGE
When
people ask me
what great
classic of literature they
should read
first, without
hesitation I
answer: Dante’s Divine
Comedy
(though it
helps to read
Virgil first).
Wyoming Catholic College professor
Jason Baxter offers an entry point
into the work with his A Beginner’s
Guide to Dante’s Divine Comedy
(Baker, 2018). Baxter offers a wonderful introduction to Dante and a
section by section commentary. Just
as Virgil and Beatrice guided Dante,
so some extra support helps to catch
the Divine Comedy’s historical and
spiritual references.

AN ACTUAL PILGRIMAGE!
The United
States has a
richer Catholic culture
than we might
expect. We can
experience
firsthand the
great heritage
left behind by
these Catholic settlers
by going on
pilgrimage!
Santa Fe, N.M., offers many amazing
treasures, as well as the beautifully
situated missions of California. For a
vade mecum while visiting these missions, see Stephen Binz’ Saint Junipero Serra’s Camino: A Pilgrimage
Guide to California Missions (Franciscan Media, 2017). You can also come
with me to the Louvre on my Saints,
Monks, and Beer pilgrimage this October (rtijourneys.com).

The
reading and
memorization of
poetry were
common
practices
not too long
ago. Joseph
Pearce
hopes to
get us reading beautiful, classic
poems again with his Poems Every
Catholic Should Know (TAN, 2016).
He includes the poetry of some great
saints, such as Francis, Gertrude and
Robert Southwell, and Catholic artists such as Dante, Chaucer and Hopkins, as well as other great writers of
the English language.

Dr. Joshua
Hren, professor of
literature
at Belmont
College, has
founded a new
Catholic press
to publish
both classic
and contemporary works
of Catholic
fiction, Wiseblood Books. An accomplished
writer himself, he recently released
a collection of short stories, This Our
Exile (Angelico, 2017). In the line of
Flannery O’Connor, Hren uses the
violent afflictions of our culture to
contemplate our pilgrimage through
this place of exile, hoping to arrest
us into a greater awareness of life’s
underlying spiritual realities.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

