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Archbishop’s Column

The transformative power of the Triduum

I

n just over a week, we will be celebrating the three holiest days of
the liturgical year – the Sacred
Triduum. As we prepare for these
days, we should strive to receive the
abundant graces God desires to give
us so that our love is deepened and
becomes more like his.
Father Raniero Cantalamessa, the
preacher of the Papal Household,
recently delivered a homily to the
members of the Roman Curia on
St. Paul’s appeal to the Christians
of Rome to let their love be genuine, before he delivered a series of
messages to them. “This is not one
of many exhortations,” the papal
preacher notes, “but the matrix
from which all the others derive. It
contains the secret of charity.” That
secret is that our love for others and
Christ must not be hypocritical but
“true, authentic, and not feigned.”
Even though Jesus was betrayed
by Judas, arrested, whipped, beaten,
mocked and ultimately crucified, he
did not fail to love his persecutors
genuinely. His first words from the
cross were a prayer asking the Father
to forgive those who had crucified
him, which includes all sinners from
the beginning of time until its end.
Jesus also spoke words of comfort
to Dismas, the thief who was crucified next to him but who defended
him from the taunts of the thief on

The Sacred Triduum consists of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy
Saturday and are the three holiest days of the liturgical year. photo: adobe stocK

Christ’s other side. “Truly I tell you,”
he consoled Dismas, “today you will
be with me in Paradise.”
It is not unusual today for Christians to be similarly derided. Father
Cantalamessa describes this as “the
hostility, the rejection, and the often
deep disdain with which not only
Christians but all believers in God are
regarded by broad sectors of society,
in general the sectors that are the
most influential and that determine
normal mainstream thinking.” When
you are considered foolish for your
faith, just as Jesus was by those who

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
MAR. 25: Mass, Palm Sunday of the Passion
of the Lord, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)
MAR. 27: Chrism Mass, Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception (11 a.m.)
MAR. 29: Mass, Holy Thursday of the Lord’s
Supper, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (5:30 p.m.)
MAR. 30: Mass, Friday of the Passion of the
Lord, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (3 p.m.)
MAR. 31: Mass, Easter Vigil, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(7:30 p.m.)
APR. 1: Mass, Easter, Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)

@ArchbishopDen
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ridiculed him as he hung on the cross,
let your love for them be genuine.
Instead of getting lost in self-pity
and bitterness, if we ask Jesus for a
heart like his Sacred Heart, then we
will be filled with what Father Cantalamessa calls “an attitude of deep
compassion and spiritual sadness,
of loving these people and suffering
for them, of taking responsibility for
them before God — just as Jesus took
responsibility for all of us before the
Father — and of not ceasing to weep
and pray for the world.”
On the night of the Last Supper,

the day before he was to be crucified,
Jesus assured his disciples that he
would not leave them orphaned. He
told them: “And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is
the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and
he will be in you” (Jn. 14-16-17).
Having a heart that is ready to
selflessly love others is impossible
without God’s grace. As you approach
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy
Saturday this year, ask God the Father
to fill you with the Holy Spirit and
form your heart so that you can love
genuinely.
Do not become, in the words of
Pope Francis, “parked Christians …
Caged Christians who don’t know
how to fly with the dream to this
beautiful thing to which the Lord
calls us.” Rather, let us allow the
power of the Holy Spirit to transform
our hearts and move us to love others
authentically.
With the salvation Jesus won for
us and the outpouring of the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, we will be able to live
the Resurrection with abiding joy and
gratitude and build up the Kingdom
of God on earth.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

22 new candidates
for the Permanent
Deaconate installed
today for #ArchDen. A blessed day!
Class of 2021. +sja
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila installed 22 new candidates for the permanent diaconate March 10. The men will be ordained permanent deacons
in 2021. photo provided

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 24-APRIL 13, 2018

Around the Archdiocese

Eucharist secret to late
Father Dennis Ryan’s
longevity as a priest
BY AARON LAMBERT

F

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ather Dennis Ryan, a priest who
served in the Archdiocese of
Denver for over 50 years, died
March 4. He was 79 years old.
Dennis Ryan was born in Hutchinson, Kansas, on Sept. 29, 1939, to parents Ted and Alice Ryan. He was one
of five children. He was raised there in
Hutchinson, graduated from St. Teresa
High School, and went on to attend
St. John’s University in Collegeville,
Minn., where he earned a Bachelor’s
of Arts in 1962.
He studied for the priesthood at
Kenrick Seminary in St. Louis, Mo.,
and was ordained a priest on March 26,
1966, in Wichita, Kansas, by Bishop Leo
C. Byrne. He served at various parishes
in Kansas, including a stint as pastor of
St. Martin Parish in Caldwell, before
being incardinated into the Archdiocese of Denver in 1985.
While in Denver, Father Ryan
served principally at Nativity of Our
Lord Parish in Broomfield, where he
was pastor for 12 years. Additionally, he
served as pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Fort Collins and Our Lady of the Lakes
in Red Feather Lakes.
In addition to his priestly ministry,
Father Ryan also spent 37 of his 51 years
of priesthood as a religion teacher at

Father Dennis Ryan served in the
archdiocese for over 50 years. file photo

various Catholic schools, both in
Denver and the U.S.
Father Ryan celebrated his 50th
anniversary as a priest in 2016. Speaking
with the Denver Catholic, he expressed
gratitude for his time as a priest and
revealed that the secret to his longevity
was “the Eucharist, and, by the grace
of God, Mary tugging on [the Lord’s]
sleeve and pointing to me asking him
to watch over this young, middle-aged
and now elderly priest!
“The road hasn’t always been easy,”
he said, “but it has been fun watching
them lead through the years!”

Presented in Denver by:

Major Support from:

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
1900 California Street
303.292.1556 • www.holyghostchurch.info

HOLY THURSDAY

HOLY SATURDAY

6:30 pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 10:00 pm

7:30 pm: Easter Vigil
(No daytime Mass. Church will be
locked until 7:00 pm)

March 29, 2018

GOOD FRIDAY
March 30, 2018

Noon: Celebration of The Lord’s
Passion & Veneration of the Cross
Confessions will follow the
Noon Liturgy until all are heard.
3:00 pm: The Divine Mercy Novena
8:00 pm: Tenebrae Service

March 31, 2018

EASTER SUNDAY
April 1, 2018

Regular Mass Schedule:
7:00 am, 8:30 am,
10:00 am (Latin Mass),
Noon and 5:10 pm
No confessions

In partnership with:
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What it’s like to play Jesus in
the Way of the Cross play
Moisés
Martin,
a parishioner at
Queen
of Peace
Parish,
says playing Jesus
in the live
Way of
the Cross
play is a
“moment
of prayer.”

BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

M

carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

oisés Martin, a member of
the young adults group at
Queen of Peace Parish in
Aurora, will be personifying Jesus at the
bilingual Via Crucis (Way of the Cross)
play traditionally performed on Palm
Sunday. This year, it will be held at 3
p.m. at the parish.
“[This role] helps me deepen in his
passion and imagine his way to Calvary,” Martin told the Denver Catholic.
This is the first time Martin will play
the role of Jesus, whereasw in previous
years he was involved in the logistics of
the Via Crusis. Practice is twice a week,
and Martin uses that time as a moment
of prayer to Jesus, saying: “Lord, you
have lived this [Via Crucis] for me, I’m
am just acting.”
In the days leading up to Holy Week,
while going through the 14 stations —
from Jesus’ condemnation to death to
his body being laid in the sepulcher
— Moisés’ experience helps him “to
deepen what [Jesus] lived, to take it
more into account, and to respect him
more for what he did for us.”
AN ENCOUNTER WITH GOD
Martin is originally from Jalisco,
Mexico, and has lived in the U.S. for four
years. Two years ago, he experienced
a moment of conversion that led him
to an encounter with God’s love that
changed his life.

HOW TO PRAY
THE VIA CRUCIS

photo by anya semenoff

At the beginning of this process,
Moisés was very focused on his “fear”
of God, and on his fear of hell, which he
sees as something horrible. “I do not
want to go there,” he said.
He began to learn about and come
to a deeper understanding of the promises of God. He took the most powerful
spiritual tools, the rosary, and simple
prayers and asked God to allow him to
overcome the evil and sins within him.
“I felt peace and an immense happiness,” the young actor said. “God
touched my heart.”
Thus, God with his grace “transformed my weakness into purity, many
things changed, both in my heart and
in my thoughts.” For this reason, he
believes that “the Holy Spirit will be
present and will lead me to the cross
and to the sepulcher to be resurrected
with Him.

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Academy Principal Position Open

A MOMENT OF PRAYER
For Moisés, the days of Holy Week
“are beautiful days” for which “we must
prepare ourselves with prayer, penance
and fasting.” He feels that the spiritual
base to take advantage of these holy
days consists of “deepening in prayer,”
and he recommends “reading and contemplating passages of [the Lord’s] passion in the gospel,” which he said is an
opportunity to delve into the mystery
of “how Jesus triumphantly entered
Jerusalem and then gave his life for us.”
After his conversion journey, Moises
considers that his participation in the
living Via Crucis at his parish goes
beyond mere performance and becomes
a moment of prayer.
“I know that Jesus suffered much
more,” he said. “I would like to feel at
least some of the suffering he felt, so I
can deepen more in this role [as him].”

In addition to procession on Good
Friday or any other day of Holy Week,
the faithful are also welcome pray the
Via Crucis in their home at any time of
the year, meditating on the Stations
of the Cross. For each station, the
faithful should pray: “We adore you,
O Christ, and we bless you because by
your holy Cross you have redeemed
the world.” Then, an Our Father, Hail
Mary and a Glory Be should be prayed.
These are the 14 Vía Crucis stations:
FIRST STATION: Jesus is condemned to death.
SECOND STATION: Jesus
takes up his Cross.
THIRD STATION: Jesus
falls the first time.
FOURTH STATION: Jesus
meets his Mother.
FIFTH STATION: Simon of Cyrene
helps Jesus to carry his Cross.
SIXTH STATION: Veronica
wipes the face of Jesus.
SEVENTH STATION: Jesus
falls the second time.
EIGHTH STATION: Jesus speaks
to the women of Jerusalem.
NINTH STATION: Jesus
falls the third time.
TENTH STATION: Jesus is stripped
and oﬀered gall and vinegar to drink.
ELEVENTH STATION: Jesus
is nailed to the Cross
TWELFTH STATION: Jesus
dies on the Cross.
THIRTEENTH STATION: Jesus
is taken down from the Cross
and given to his Mother.
FOURTEENTH STATION:
Jesus is laid in the tomb.

St. Therese Catholic School Principal Position Open

Located in Denver, St. Rose of Lima Catholic Academy is looking for a new principal for the
2018-19 academic year. The school serves 236 students in Kindergarten – 8 and is an academic
community built on faith. Visit www.strosedenver.org/ to learn more. Candidates must:

Located in Aurora CO, St. Therese Catholic School is looking for a new principal for the 2018-19
academic year. The school serves 206 students in Pre-K – 8th grades and its mission is to develop
the whole person according to Christ’s example as found in the Gospel.
Visit www.stthereseschool.com to learn more. Principal candidates must:

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Catholic Church.
• Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the Church.
• Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision, curriculum,
instruction, or other related fields.
• Have a minimum of five (5) years teaching or administrative experience in Catholic schools.
• Hold a current, valid administrator’s license certificate or become certified by the State of
Colorado as a principal.
If you are interested in applying for this principal position and meet the requirements
above, please submit a letter of interest and resume to:
Archdiocese of Denver, Ofﬁce of Catholic Schools
Attention: Mr. Adam Dufault, Interim Superintendent
1300 South Steele Street, Denver, CO 80210

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Catholic Church.
• Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the Church.
• Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision, curriculum,
instruction, or other related fields.
• Have a minimum of five (5) years teaching or administrative experience in Catholic schools.
• Hold a current, valid administrator’s license certificate or become certified by the State of
Colorado as a principal.
If you are interested in applying for the principal position at St. Therese Catholic School
and meet the requirements above, please submit a letter of interest and resume to:
Archdiocese of Denver, Ofﬁce of Catholic Schools
Attention: Mr. Adam Dufault, Interim Superintendent
1300 South Steele Street - Denver, CO 80210

Visit our website at www.archden.org/schools/office-catholic-schools/

Visit our website at www.archden.org/schools/office-catholic-schools/
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Catholic school students
choose prayer over walk-outs

On March 14, Holy Family High School students held a prayer service to
intercede for the 17 victims in the Parkland, Fla. shooting. photo by

hearts and to intercede for the souls
of those who have died, in lieu of a
n March 14, Denver’s Catholic 17-minute walk-out protest.
school students honored the
Among the schools that held a prayer
17 victims of the Parkland, Fla. service was Holy Family High School
shooting not by rising to their feet in in Broomfield. Holy Family chaplain
protest, but by dropping to their knees Father Joe McLagan led staff, students
in prayer.
and parents in a rosary that morning.
In the aftermath of the Feb. 14 shootIn a period of history where the
ing in Florida, Youth EMPOWER, a national dialogue about gun control
branch of young activists affiliated revolves primarily around policy, Father
with the Women’s March, declared McLagan referred to a Feb. 15 statement
that March 14 would be a National issued by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Walk-Out Day in protest of gun vio- of Philadelphia, who said that “…tighter
lence. This declaration became a viral gun restrictions – as vital and urgent as
social media campaign that reached they now are – will not solve the probvirtually all high school students in the lem. We’ve lost our respect for human
nation, and mainstream media coverage life on a much broader scale, and this is
on the day reported countless schools the utterly predictable result.”
participating.
“We need to learn [...] that our salStudents in the Archdiocese of vation doesn’t come from policy but
Denver took a different approach. Arch- from the Lord,” Father McLagan said.
bishop Samuel J. Aquila and Elías Moo, “A policy is only as good as the virtues in
superintendent of Denver’s Catholic the people. If you don’t have a virtuous
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to celebrate the Easter Season with us!
BY AARON LAMBERT
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WITH SPECIAL GUEST

ZACH WILLIAMS

CHAIN BREAKER FEAR IS A LIAR OLD CHURCH CHOIR

$
$
FAITH
&
FAMILY
30/
40
ADD FAITH AND FAMILY NIGHT TO PACKAGE FOR ONLY 20
$

2018 SUPERSTARS SERIES

DARIUS RUCKER DUSTIN LYNCH
AARON WATSON SAMMY KERSHAW, COLLING RAYE & AARON TIPPIN

OU
U' 'RREE IIN
NV
VIITTEED
D
YY
O
Y
U
R
NV
VIIIITT
TEE
D
O
U
R
E
N
V
D
YO
OU
U''''R
REE
E IIIIN
N
V
T
EED
D
YY
O
O
U
N
V
D
YY
YO
OU
U' ''RR
REE
E IIIN
NV
VIIITT
TEE
ED
D
O
U
''R
R
E
IIN
N
VIIIIT
IT
T
E
D
Y
O
U
'R
R
E
N
V
T
E
D
Saturday,
April
7th
YY
O
U
'
E
I
N
V
T
E
D
Y
O
U
E
V
E
D
Y
O
U
'
R
E
N
V
E
D
Y
D
Y
O
U
'
R
E
I
N
V
I
T
E
O
U
N
V
D
Y
E
V
YY
O
U
RR
EE
N
V
TT
EE
D
YO
OU
U'' ''R
RApril
E IIIN
N
VIIIIT
TE
ED
DD
Saturday,
7th
'ttaaeeR
V
InonnwwT
EhhiuhutuushuD
rba
tApril
hteE
e
Ea
as
sI
ttsee
r
ee
aa
s soo
n
i ti ith
su
teocl e
lrbea
he
eE
E
a
tN
errSSS
e
a
w
s! !!s !
tY
o tcotO
eclbeeU
trrre
o
w
Saturday,
7th
tttteeh
thh
E
a
o
w
ihttth
erbr
ba
ee
a
t ot otcoocececlee
sn
nw
s!
l ellbeb
aa
tth
ee EE
aa
s tsettreerr
SS
eSa
saa
osso
n
i tiw
!ss!u
ra
E a s tteerr SSeeaas o
n nww
ith
u su
! s!
t o t co ecleelberba
t et e tthhee E
so
ith
t ot oc ec leel b
t et et ht h
e eEE
aa
s tset re rS S
ea
s os o
nnww
i tiht huu
s !s !
er
ba
ra
ea
to celebrate the Easter Season with us!

Saturday,April
April 7th
Saturday,
7th
Saturday,
Saturday, April
April 7th
7th

breakfast + Easter reflection for adults
breakfast + Easter reflection for adults
breakfast
+ lesson
& craft for adults
Kids
breakfast
+ Easter
reflection
breakfast + lesson & craft for Kids

+ Easter reflection for adults
breakfast
+A
lesson
& craft
for
Kids
breakfast
+ Easter
adults
SSAAbreakfast
T
U
RRD
Y
,,reflection
A
PR
R Ifor
Ifor
LKids
7TTHH
breakfast
+ Easter
reflection
for
adults
breakfast
+ lesson
& craft
T
U
D
A
Y
A
P
L
7adults
SS
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y
,
A
P
R
I
L
7
breakfast
+
lesson
&
craft
for
Kids
8am
-11Am
|
Mass
at
8am,
breakfast
to
follow
(3401
N
Pecos st.)
breakfast
+
Easter
reflection
for
S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y
A
P
R
I
L
7
T
H
S
T
U
R
D
A
Y
,
A
P
R
I
L
7
T
H
breakfast
+
lesson
&
craft
for
Kids
A
U
R
D
A
Y
,
P
R
I
L
7T
T
8am
-11Am
| MassR
atD
8am,
breakfast
toR
follow
N
Pecos
S
A
T
A
APP
P
LL 7(3401
77T
H
RDR
D
P
7TT
T
HH st.)
SSAA
T
UU
A
, ,,, AA
RRR
IIIIL
H
ST
A
TRU
U
DAY
AYY
Y
A
L
H

donations
appreciated
free
admission
|Y
breakfast
+A
lesson
&
craft
for
Kids
8am
-11Am
|U
Mass
at
8am,
breakfast
to
follow
N Pecos
S
A
T
R
D
A8am,
,,,, A
AA
PP
RR
LIL
77(3401
TT
H
-11Am
| Mass
at
to
follow
(3401
NH
Pecos
st.) st.)
S 8am
A
TA
U
R
D
Y
P
R
L(3401
7
T
A
T
U
R
D
AY
IL
H
donations
are
appreciated
free
admission
|breakfast
S
A
T
U
R
D
Y
P
R
IIIare
7
SS
T
U
A
L
7T
TH
HH
8am
-11Am
| Mass
atA
8am,
breakfast
to
follow
N
Pecos
st.)
S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y
,
A
P
R
L
7
T
S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y
,
A
P
R
I
L
7
T
H
donations
are
appreciated
free
admission
|
donations
are
appreciated
free
admission
|
8am
-11Am
|
Mass
at
8am,
breakfast
to
follow
(3401
N
Pecos
st.)
SA
Tfree
UUR
, A
A PPR
RIappreciated
ILL 7 T
7T
SA
T
RDDAA Y
Y| donations
HH
are
admission
donations
are
free
admission
AA
TTU
RR
D
YY
Acall
PP
Rrebecca
Iappreciated
LL (3401
7at
TNT
H
Rsvp
bit.ly/cicbreakfast
|breakfast
call
rebecca
at
303-952-9743
-11Am
| Mass
atA
8am,
to
follow
Pecos st.)
Rsvp| 8am
|Sbit.ly/cicbreakfast
| ,|or
or
303-952-9743
S
U
D
A
,
A
R
I
7
H
| bit.ly/cicbreakfast| | or
or call
call rebecca
at 303-952-9743
RsvpRsvp
| bit.ly/cicbreakfast
rebecca
303-952-9743
Rsvp
| bit.ly/cicbreakfast
or call rebecca
at at
303-952-9743
free admission || donations
are appreciated
Rsvp | bit.ly/cicbreakfast | or call rebecca at 303-952-9743

Rsvp | bit.ly/cicbreakfast | or call rebecca at 303-952-9743

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND TICKETS:
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Man witnessed jumping from
Denver blaze says God was present
“E
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

I then
remember letting go,
and as
I was
letting
go, I felt
a cool
breeze,
as if
someone
had
blown
at my
face.”

ELÍAS
VENEGAS

lías Venegas, 53, the man who was
witnessed hanging from the third
floor trying to escape the raging
fire that rapidly consumed the construction site at 18th and Emerson on Wed.,
March 7, says he was not alone. He has
no broken bones and suffered no organ
damage or concussion. He’s simply sore.
“I felt that God was there and that he
acted. He was protecting me,” Venegas
told the Denver Catholic. “That’s how he
manifests himself in our lives.”
Venegas was the person farthest
away from the exit, as he was on the
roof of the five-story building when the
fire broke out.
“I finished eating [on the roof ] and
told one of my co-workers I had to call
my wife,” he said. “So, I walked away
from them, who were next to the ladder,
to the opposite side of the roof. And as I
was walking back, I saw smoke coming
up one side of the building, and yelled
to warn them. If I hadn’t walked that
way to call my wife, I don’t know what
would have happened.”
Venegas remembers the next few seconds confusedly, but he recalls running
behind his colleagues down to the third
floor, where authorities believe the fire
originated. There, he encountered a thick
cloud of black smoke, so much that he lost
sight of his co-workers and could barely
see the ladder leading to the second floor.
It was almost completely dark.
“I decided not to go down. Something was telling me not to go through
there,” Venegas said.
Instead, he ran to the first opening he
saw, a balcony door that had wood studs
running across it for safety. He got to the
outside of the building and tried to swing
himself to the second floor, but as he was
hanging, he realized it was impossible.
There he was photographed by a witness, just as he was getting ready let go.
“My arms got tired and my hands
started burning. It was too hot,” Venegas recalled. “I looked down and
thought, ‘I can’t jump, it’s too high!’
“I then remember letting go, and as

photo from the denver fire department facebooK

Elías Venegas was on the roof of the ﬁve-story building
when the ﬁre broke out and only had a few seconds to
escape. photo provided

I was letting go, I felt a cool breeze, as
if someone had blown at my face. And I
didn’t feel anything else. I don’t remember falling or landing. The next thing I
remember is people around me asking
me if I was OK. I got up confused and
dizzy, but my only clear thought was
that I had to call my wife.”
His co-workers, who had barely made
it out safely, didn’t see him come out of
the building and thought he hadn’t made
it, so when they saw him on the street,
they received him with much joy.
Venegas was taken to the hospital that
afternoon and the following day for a
general check-up, x-rays and other tests,
but there was nothing wrong with him.
“I’m just a bit sore,” Venegas said
with a smile on his face. “Everyone
was amazed, even the doctors, that I
had no broken bones or other serious
injuries. The nurse, the security officer
and my supervisor said it was a miracle
that nothing happened to me jumping
from that height.”
Venegas, who is a catechist at St. Pius
X Parish in Aurora and a volunteer in
other archdiocesan organizations such
as the San Pablo School of Evangelization for the Hispanic community with
his wife, Raquel, is mostly grateful for
being alive.
“God didn’t want me there [in
Heaven] because I have yet to finish
my mission here on earth,” Venegas
said. “It saddens me to think that two
other workers couldn’t escape. I will be
praying for them and their families.”
“I feel very grateful for this new
opportunity that God has given me,” he
said. “We proclaim a living God and I
was able to experience that. He’s not just
something that happened 2,000 years
ago. He still acts in our present world. I’ve
seen it and so have many other people.”
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IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
CATHOLIC PARISH

Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday / Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday Masses

7pm
3pm
7pm (Bonfire) 7:30pm (Vigil)
7am, 9am, 9:30am, 11am, 11:30am

11385
Grant Drive
Northglenn,
Colorado
80233

HOLY THURSDAY

GOOD FRIDAY

HOLY SATURDAY

EASTER

8:00am Morning Prayer
7:00pm Mass
8:30pm-7:30am Adoration
10:00pm Compline

8:00am Morning Prayer
1:00pm Way of the Cross
1:30pm Stations of the Cross
4:00pm Liturgy of the Passion

8:00am
Morning Prayer
8:00pm
Easter Vigil

Mass Times
6:30am,
8:00am,
10:00am,
& 12:00pm

Nativity of Our Lord
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H & S C H O O L

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

3549 Navajo St.
Denver, CO 80211

Holy Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday

Colfax at Logan St., Denver 303-831-7010 cbic2016@denvercathedral.org

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

HOLY THURSDAY
HOLY SATURDAY
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 pm Easter Vigil 8:30 pm
EASTER SUNDAY
LIGHT OF THE WORLD GOOD FRIDAY
Mass at 8:00 am
Tre Ore Service Noon to 3:00 pm
CATHOLIC CHURCH
and 10:30 am
Stations of the Cross 3:00 pm
10316 W Bowles Avenue
Littleton, CO 80127
Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion 7:00 pm
303-973-3969

900 W. Midway Blvd. Broomfield | 303-469-5171 | nool.us

Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception

7:00pm Mass
7:00pm Mass
8:00am Mass
Masses at
7:00pm, 9:00am,
and 11:00am

Mother Cabrini Shrine
HOLY WEEK / EASTER SCHEDULE 2018

Wednesday, March 28

Reconciliation Service, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Thursday, March 29
Liturgy, 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday, March 30

Reflection of the Seven Last Words,
12:00 p.m.
Solemn Liturgy of the Passion,
2:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday,
March 31
Easter Vigil, 8:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday,
April 1
Mass, 8:00 a.m.
Mass, 11:00 a.m.

Spanish Mass, 2:00 p.m.
20189 Cabrini Blvd.
Golden, CO 80401
(303) 526-0758
www.mothercabrinishrine.org

Holy Thursday

March 29 – 5:30 p.m., Mass of the Lord’s Supper*

Good Friday

March 30
12:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross
3:00 p.m., Liturgy of Our Lord’s Passion*

Holy Saturday

March 31 - 7:30 p.m. , Easter Vigil*

Easter Sunday

April 1
Masses: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.*
12:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m.

*Celebrant

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila

Confessions:

Mon, Tue, Wed 6:30-6:50 am
Mon & Wed 11:00 am-12:00 Noon
Fri 12:45-2:45 pm
Sat 3:00-4:00 pm

Free parking will not be
available during Holy Week
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6th Annual
Dominican Derby

May 4, 2018
PPA Event Center

──

──

OPEN HOUSE OPEN DOORS OPEN HEARTS
Come celebrate our “New Look”!
Our neighbors, former parishioners and alumni of
St. Dominic School are all invited!
Open House, Open Doors, Open Hearts
reﬂects St. Dominic’s unique spirit which we desire to share
with as many as possible.
Fr. Ed Ruane, O.P. says, “St Dominic Parish has been
a vital presence in the Denver Area for almost 130 years.”



COME SHARE OUR JOY!
Eucharist at 4:00 followed by heavy hors d’oeuvres in the church hall

─ Saturday, April 14

5:00 pm - 7:30 pm
2905 Federal Boulevard, Denver 303.455.3613


That dollar goes
further than you think
Annual Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal benefits parishes, nearly
40 ministries and much more
BY AARON LAMBERT

I

t’s a question you’ve probably asked
yourself every year: how far does
that money you give to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal really go?
Or another: Will it really make a difference if I give to the ACA or not?
Well, we have answers for you: Really
far, and yes, it makes all the difference
in the world.
The Annual Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal officially launches April 14 and
as parishioners will see in the video that
plays at their parish, it’ll be a bit different this year – we won’t spoil it for you,
but we think you’ll like it.
The ACA benefits nearly 40 ministries within the Archdiocese of Denver,

─

each of which play a crucial part in the
operation of the Catholic Church in
northern Colorado as a whole.
As Father Dollins, Vicar General for
the archdiocese, puts it, it does fund
some of the less flashy parts of Church
administration, but in doing so, it supports all ministries and allows them to
focus on doing what they were created
to do – namely, ministering to people
and leading them to Christ.
Additionally, “there’s a lot of aspects
of the diocese that don’t have the means
to do their own fundraising and probably shouldn’t spend time trying to do
their own fundraising,” Father Dollins
said. “The ministry should be able to
just be the ministry.”
Each parish has an ACA fundraising
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.

Hearing & Tinnitus Center

Your Physician’s Choice

for Hearing and Tinnitus Care
• 85% of our patients come from
physician and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company
• 2015 Most Humanitarian Practice
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology

The Annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
serves as the backbone of nearly 40
ministries in the archdiocese and supports
those doing ministry
on the front lines. photo by
nissa lapoint

goal based on the total annual offertory
for the parish. However, funds raised
from the ACA have the potential to
benefit parishes, too. A two-level parish
rebate program was implemented several years ago as an incentive for parishes to encourage their parishioners
to give to the ACA.
“If everyone’s pulling to give to their
parish, not only are they giving to the
nearly 40 ministries, but at a certain
level, a percentage goes back to the
parish and helps them as well,” Father
Dollins explained. “It’s a win for the
whole diocese and for the whole parish.”
If a parish exceeds their goal for the
ACA, 50 cents of every dollar raised after
that goes back to the parish. For the parishes that have a harder time meeting
their goal, they also have the opportunity
for a rebate if they beat the amount of
money raised for the ACA the previous
year. If they do that, they get 25 cents of
every dollar raised after that number.
New features to this year’s ACA
include the nine Choir of Angels giving
levels, which designates different levels
of giving with an angelic title. Additionally, the online giving option has been
fine-tuned to provide the same convenience as the most popular online payment systems and makes it easier for
those who would like to work an ACA
donation into their monthly budget. In
fact, Father Dollins encourages people

to switch to giving year-round instead
of the traditional five months.
“Why not make the ACA a recurring
monthly gift that fits into the way you
do the rest of your budget?” he said.
We get it – Catholics are asked to give
a lot throughout the course of any given
year, and it’s easy to see the ACA as just
another ask that bears no significance.
However, for the faithful in the Archdiocese of Denver, it’s important to see
the needs of the larger Church and how
far that dollar actually goes.
“It’s really easy to be focused on ‘me’
and tithing at your own parish, but [we
are all] part of a larger Church that has
expansive needs,” Father Dollins said.
“I might be in a small town that doesn’t
have a need to feed the poor, but the
Cathedral does. I can’t necessarily help
the poor where I’m at, but the Church
is a lot bigger than my one location.”

Diocese Parishioner

• Better Business Bureau Torch Award
for Ethics and Integrity 2015

303.309.0714

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

AUTO LOAN RATES THAT ARE

Out of This World!

2.99
NEW

|

%
APR

*

USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
FOLLOW US
facebook.com/FidelisCatholicCreditUnion

i
For more information on the 2018
Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal and to
set up online giving, visit archden.org/
donate.

Uniting Your Faith and Finances

@FidelisCatholicCreditUnion

Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.99% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles March 1-31, 2018.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Padre Pio’s
relics bring
“overwhelming
sense of peace”
Beloved Capuchin’s relics will
be in Denver April 11-12

Words of wisdom
from Padre Pio
“Jesus is with you even when
you don’t feel his presence. He
is never so close to you as he is
during your spiritual battles.”
“The storms that are raging
around you will turn out to be
for God’s glory, your own merit,
and the good of many souls.”
“Pray, hope, and don’t
worry. Worry is useless.”
“You complain because the same
trials are constantly returning.
But look here, what have you to
fear? Are you afraid of the divine
craftsman who wants to perfect his masterpiece in this way?
Would you like to come from the
hands of a magnificent artist as
a mere sketch and no more?”
“The greater your suﬀerings, the
greater God’s love for you.”

photo by aaron lambert

in the church while you venerate the
relics.”
Lamonarca witnessed miracles of all
kinds when the saint’s relics toured the
hen people come in contact United States for the first time in 2017.
President
with Padre Pio’s relics, mir“The response we
had last year was
acles can happen.
tremendous,” he said.
“Some people cry continuously,” said
It was so tremendous that the Saint
Luciano Lamonarca, founder, president Structural
Pio Foundation
is sponsoring another
Steel Fabricator
and CEO of the Saint Pio Foundation.
U.S.
tour
this
year,
andCO
the80229
relics will be
2651 E. 79th Ave. Denver,
“Some of them are just in awe because coming to St. Mary Catholic Parish in
of the great spirit of reverence you find Littleton April 11 and 12.
www.a-msteelinc.com
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

moira.cullings@archden.org

W

Antonio
Peccia

A&M Steel, Inc.
303.287.4480

Lamonarca has high hopes for this
year’s outcome, as last year’s tour changed
many hearts. One instance that stands out
for him is the story of a woman who wrote
to the foundation, saying her daughter
had left the Church decades ago.
“And then [the daughter] passed
by the church where we were hosting
the relics in Chicago,” said Lamonarca,
“and she was surprised to see this crowd
outside.”
The woman asked what was going

on when someone told her Padre Pio’s
relics were inside, said Lamonarca. She
entered the church and was overcome
by the feeling it gave her.
“She felt called back [to the Church]
through Padre Pio,” he said. “I consider
that to be a small, but very touching
miracle.”
Those types of experiences are no
surprise to Father Joseph Mary Elder,
O.F.M.Cap., who serves youth and young
adults at Annunciation Catholic Church

Happy
St. Patrick’s Day

THE EGAN
32
0
0
call!
9
1
aCOMPA
s
u
720-5PRINTING
e
v
Gi
Good Printing for over 124 Year
BRIAN EGAN
Owner and
Irishman
• Master
ASE Certified
Owner
• ASE
Certified
MechanicMechanic

All Types Car Maintenance and Repair

ALL TYPES CAR
YourREPAIR
source for qual
MAINTENANCE AND

four color offset prin

3937 So. Lipan St., Englewood,
COdigital pr
and quality

1245 Elati St. • Denver, CO 8020
Please give us a call!
99
and
Up
(303)
534-0171
3937 So. Lipan St., Englewood, CO 80110
Complete
Wash
in
10-12
Mins.
▪
Complete
Auto
Detailing
www.eganprinting.com
720-519-0032

Full Service Wash $10

276 Broadway • (303)733-5349

Luck O’the Irish

Gift Certificates

Available
DR. ROBERT
SPRINGS, M

Family Practice

www.carwash-waterworks.com
4120 Federal Blvd. • 303-455-476

Full

Stephanie Christopher, PA-C
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Happy Easter!
i

4414 Jason Street Denver, CO 80211
(303) 455-4339 • 1-800-538-0148
Fax (303) 455-2180

PADRE PIO RELICS TOUR

St. Mary Catholic Parish in Littleton
April 11 from 4 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
April 12 from 8 a.m. — 6 p.m.
A Mass in honor of Padre Pio will
be celebrated April 12 at 7 p.m.
RELICS AVAILABLE FOR VENERATION

Padre Pio’s body lies in state at the
Shrine of Saint Pio of Pietrelicina in
San Giovanni Rotondo. photo by aaron lambert

St. Pio’s glove
St. Pio’s crusts of the wounds
Cotton-gauze with St. Pio’s blood stains
Lock of St. Pio’s hair
St. Pio’s mantle
St. Pio’s handkerchief

in Denver and as vocation director for
the Capuchin Franciscan Province of
St. Conrad.
“If you look at what was going on
during [Padre Pio’s] life, there’s a sense of
him almost being otherworldly because
he’s a miracle man,” said Father Elder.
“It constantly seems like he was in
this dialogue with the supernatural —
with the divine,” he said. “It was just on
such a regular basis that I don’t think
it’s any surprise that it would continue
after his death.”
During his third year as a Capuchin, Father Elder was able to visit
San Giovanni Rotondo, a small city in
the countryside of Italy where Padre
Pio spent most of his life conducting
ministry. His body lies in state at the
Sanctuary of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina,
near the church at which he served.
Because Father Elder is a fellow
member of Padre Pio’s order, he was
able to touch the saint’s tomb.
“That’s one of the few times in my life
I remember this overwhelming sense of
peace,” he said.
Padre Pio continues to bring comfort to many, particularly through
the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza
(Home for Relief of the Suffering), a

religious hospital he helped found in
San Giovanni Rotondo that serves the
sick, the poor and anyone in need.
The saint’s affection for the suffering came largely out of his own experience with the stigmata — the wounds
of Christ — which he bore for 50 years.
His deep wisdom, spirituality and
affection for the sick serve as an inspiration for Father Elder and millions of
Catholics worldwide.
“I think what resonates so strongly
for people with Padre Pio is that he went
through so many periods of darkness
and suffering in his life — despite all
the gifts that he had,” said Father Elder.
“He had to deal with all of these
[trials], and he used it all somehow to
grow in holiness and to become a saint,”
he added.
Whether it was carrying the stigmata, dealing with persecution from
nonbelievers, or experiencing his own
doubts, Padre Pio fought through the
adversity, and Lamonarca hopes his
example will inspire every day Catholics to seek a greater holiness.
“Not all of us can reach the level of
sainthood or a call like Padre Pio,” said
Lamonarca, “but we can get inspiration
from them to do our own holy job.”

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece /
Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

7401 Ralston Rd.
Arvada, CO 80003
303-420-9897

A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
Of Northern Colorado
The cemetery and
mortuary staffs
wish you a joyous Easter season,
hoping its 50 days lead you
to Pentecost ﬁlled with
blessing from the Holy Spirit.
MT. OLIVET CATHOLIC CEMETERY

12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON CATHOLIC CEMETERY

22001 E. State Hwy. 30, Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

cfcsDenver.org

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”
Father Ron Cattany Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese
of Denver, our
Cathedral is in
need of some
vital repairs.

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org
call us at
303-831-7010 or
email us at
CBIC2016@
denvercathedral.org
for more
information

INTERIOR
RENOVATION
Clean Kimball
Organ
$100,000
Clean Altars
$100,000
Carpet Cathedral
$45,000
Paint Interior
$750,000

Lower Level
Bathrooms
and Lift:
• $350,00
from savings
Sanctuary
Handrails and
Votive Candles:
• Gifts & Pledges
$46,639

All donations are tax deductible

EXTERIOR
PRESERVATION
North, East and
West Façade
Repair $2 Million

2021
Consecration
Jubilee
Trust Fund
$5Million

Leaking Flat Roof
Repairs
$50,000
East Door Handicapped Access
$50,000
Colfax Facade
$3.6 Million Total:
• Cathedral
Savings and
Restoration Fund
$2.92 Million
• Pledges & Gifts
$563,578
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From the Passover Seder to the Eucharist
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

T

he Mass wasn’t an invention of
the apostles or something Jesus
created out of nowhere. A long
tradition says it was a transformation of

THE PASSOVER MEAL
It’s important to highlight some of
the main characteristics outlined
by God for his people in Exodus
12, where he commanded them to
have a meal before freeing them
from the land of Egypt. Some
practices that were popular at the
time of Jesus are also considered.
SACRIFICE A LAMB AND
SPREAD ITS BLOOD
The lamb had to be free of defects
and killed in such a way as to not
break any of its bones. At the time of
Jesus, the lambs had to be sacrificed
in the Temple because it became a
right reserved to the priests. Thus,
the Passover had to be celebrated in
Jerusalem.
In Exodus 12, the Israelites had
to spread its blood on the doorposts,
so when God passed through Egypt
taking the lives of the firstborn sons,
he would “pass over” their house.
EAT THE LAMB WITH
UNLEAVENED BREAD
The Israelites had to eat the flesh of
the sacrifice, whose blood was spread
to save them. Having unleavened

a Jewish liturgy: The Passover meal, or
Seder, as it later became known.
“While there’s debate about this
point, there’s been a long tradition
that the Mass is a transformation of
the Passover Seder,” said Dr. Mark

Giszczak Biblical scholar and professor
at the Augustine Institute in Denver.
“An attentive Jew would hear a lot of
references to the Passover [at Mass].”
How did Jesus bring this about?
With the help of Dr. Giszczak and Dr.

Brant Pitre’s book, Jesus and the Jewish
roots of the Eucharist, we try to illustrate the basic aspects of this tradition
by describing the Passover meal, how
Jesus kept it and how he transformed
it during the Last Supper.

bread was a sign of the haste with
which they left Egypt – they had no
time to let it rise.

WHAT JESUS KEPT

WHAT JESUS CHANGED

Matthew, Mark and Luke say that
the Last Supper was a Passover meal:
“I have earnestly desired to eat this
Passover with you” (Lk 22: 14-15). They
also say that it was done in the evening
and in Jerusalem, as was required. The
Gospels also include an explanation of
the meaning of the bread by Jesus and
the conclusion with a hymn.

Jesus shifts the focus from the
remembrance of the old covenant to
the new covenant to be brought about
by the Messiah: “This chalice which is
poured out for you is the new covenant
in my blood” (Lk 22:20). He establishes
the new Passover in the following way.

KEEP THIS DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE FOREVER
God commanded the Israelites to
remember this day generation after
generation. It was seen not only as a
remembrance but also as sharing in
the very mystery of the Passover. The
father of the family would explain to
his children the story and the symbolism behind the bread and other foods.
PASSOVER OF THE MESSIAH
At the time of Jesus, a new theory
had developed among many Jews,
believing that the Messiah would
deliver them on the night of the Passover and bring about a new covenant
and new exodus, as God had delivered
their ancestors from the land of Egypt.
THE FOUR CUPS
The Jewish Seder meal is divided
into the blessing of four cups. Scholars
aren’t exactly sure if this customwas
already practiced at the time of Jesus,
but there are reasons to believe a form
of it was. This structure also called for
the reading of the Hebrew Scriptures
and closing hymns.

THEORY OF THE FOUR CUPS
Luke mentions that Jesus had more
than one cup: “A cup” and then “the cup
after supper” (Lk 22:14-20). Dr. Pitre
explains that, although more speculative, there are reasons to think that
a form of the four-cup tradition was
already present, especially because
it helps explain other allusions to a
“fourth cup” made by Jesus. Based on
clues from the Gospel narrative, the
cups mentioned must have been the
second and third out of the four.
The first cup was for an introduction of the meal; the second was tied to
the explanation of the bread and food
symbols; the third was drank at the end
of the supper; and the fourth was the
closing cup after the final hymn.

THE MASS
This New Passover is the Eucharistic celebration, the Mass. “He
instituted a new Passover liturgy
that was tied to his death,” Dr. Pitre
says. We eat the flesh of the new Passover lamb, Jesus himself, and drink
his blood. It’s the new covenant that
brings about a new exodus, not from
Egyptian slavery, but from the slavery of sin, and takes us to the Promised Land.

The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb,
1432, by Hubert and Jan van Eyck.

THE PASSOVER LAMB
The Passover liturgy revolved
around the body and blood of the lamb.
Jesus now focuses on his own body and
blood, placing himself as the sacrificial
lamb. He takes the bread and explains it
in a new light: “This is my body.”
He then takes the wine and says,
“This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins” (Mt 26:27-28). Dr.
Pitre says that a Jew would have understood Jesus saying, “I am the new Passover lamb... This is the Passover of the
Messiah, and I am the new sacrifice.”
THE FOURTH CUP NOT DRANK
Instead of drinking what would’ve
been the fourth cup of the Passover,
Jesus says he will not drink wine again
until he drinks it in the kingdom. In its
place, after singing the final hymn, they
go straight to the Mount of Olives (Mt
26:27-30). Dr. Pitre assures that this
would’ve puzzled the apostles because
it meant leaving the Passover meal
unfinished.
JESUS’ FOURTH CUP
The fourth cup is his sacrifice. In
Gethsemane, he prays to the Father
three times about the cup of his death
he must drink… “Let this cup pass from
me” (Mt 26:36-46).
It is not until he is about to die on
the cross that he asks for the last cup,
saying, “I thirst.” After he drinks from
the sponge full of wine, he exclaims, “It
is finished.” Dr. Pitre states that it was
then that he finished the Last Supper.
Jesus interwove his own sacrifice into
the Passover mystery, as the sacrificial
lamb, to bring about the Passover of the
Messiah for the salvation all.
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Host your own
family Seder meal

1

1

3

Bitter herbs (Maror): Horseradish and romaine lettuce
may be eaten in fulfillment of the
commandment to eat bitter herbs
during the Seder. This symbolizes the
bitterness and harshness of the slavery the Hebrews endured in Egypt.

3

3

BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

W

e can’t transmit the Christian faith to our children
without transmitting the
story of our Jewish Fathers. Teaching
the next generation the importance of
Judaism and its practices in our faith
– and especially in the Mass – will help
them better understand who Jesus was
and what he did, and also appreciate our
Jewish brothers and their traditions.
“We have to teach our children about
our Jewish roots,” said Sister Magdalit Bolduc, liaison for Jewish-Catholic
relations for the Archdiocese of Denver
and member of the Community of the
Beatitudes. “Some parishes host Seder
meals during Holy Week… because [it is]
the historical context of the Christian
Passover.”
(To see how the Christian Passover
[the Mass] has deep roots in the Passover meal, see the article “From the
Passover Seder to the Eucharist.”)
The Passover Seder is an ancient
Jewish practice that recalls the deliverance of the chosen people from
Egyptian slavery as told in the Book of
Exodus. It’s meant to make the same
mystery present and pass it on to the
next generation.
“So many Catholics are amazed when
they discover this,” Sister Bolduc said.
“Being able to witness the Seder as a
family celebration [is very enriching].”
The ritual is directed toward the
children. “The evening needs to be
prayerful, but also must keep the children’s attention and transmit to them
in an interactive way their story of salvation,” she said.
Sister Bolduc assures that hosting a
home Seder is not disrespectful to “our
elder brothers in the faith.” Rather, she
says that immense work has been done
in the Jewish-Catholic dialogue and
relationship for the last 20 years and
“both communities agree that it is time
to overcome fears in order to establish a
relationship of trust and respect.”
Sister Bolduc helped explain some
parts of the Seder meal and gave tips
to aid you in hosting your own.

An egg (Beitzah): It must be
hard boiled and smoked. The
egg recalls the Passover peace oﬀering known as the hagigah. In addition,
it’s a symbol of mourning recalling
the destruction of the Temple.

2

2

For Holy Week, bring Jewish
roots of Mass to life

Shank bone (Z’roa): Symbol
of the Passover sacrifice

4
5

Haroset: It’s a mixture of
apple, nuts and wine (you
can find this recipe online!) that is
eaten with the matza (unleavened
bread). It represents the bricks and
mortar made by the Hebrew slaves
to build the storehouses of Egypt.

4

photo by flicKr

MAKE RECIPES WITH
SYMBOLISM
Having lamb for the meal would, of
course, be the best way to bring to life
this event. In addition – or if that is not
possible – it’s better if the food on the
table is symbolic. A good example would
be to bake a cake or pie in the form of
a lamb or a Biblical character. Parents
can then ask their children why it was
baked in that shape. Parents are also
encouraged to include their children
in the preparation of recipes – such as
rolling the unleavened bread pieces –
and incite them to ask questions.
USE THE SEDER PLATE
TO RETELL THE STORY
The father of the house is responsible for explaining the meaning behind
each of the food items on the table. They
help retell and relive the Exodus story.
This should be done in an engaging way
and by asking many questions (even
through skits, as we will see). A short
explanation of each item of the Seder
meal is included in the infographic.

i

ATTEND A SEDER MEAL
WITH SISTER BOLDUC

WHERE: St. Catherine of Siena
Church
WHEN: March 28 @ 6:30 p.m.
Reserve: ASAP, srmagdalit@hotmail.com

DRESS UP AND REENACT
Some family traditions include
wearing a tunic and head covering to
immerse themselves more fully into
the stories being told. More than that,
children and parents can prepare skits
retelling Bible stories or even use puppets, while asking questions about the
characters or guessing the story.
Such practices developed from a tradition of transmitting the faith orally
to the successive generations. The
involvement of parents “is important”
and “can make a real difference in their
children’s lives,” Sister Bolduc said.
HIDE A PIECE OF MATZA
This traditional practice is called the
aﬁkomen, which comes from the Greek
word for “dessert.” The half-piece of the
matza is typically hidden in the house
by a parent during the Seder. After
eating the meal, the kids are sent to look
for it. When they find it, each is given
a prize, which is usually candy, money
or a small gift. Then, everybody eats a
piece. This practice was introduced in
the Middle Ages by Jewish families to
make the Seder more entertaining for
children.
Sister Bolduc recalled the importance of growing in relationship with
our Jewish brothers that our last three
popes have emphasized. She especially recalled Pope Francis’ Evangelii
Gaudium: “The Church… looks upon
the people of the covenant and their
faith as one of the sacred roots of her
own identity… As Christians, we cannot
consider Judaism as a foreign religion.”

Vegetable (Karpas) and salt
water: Parsley, celery or a boiled
potato can be used. These vegetable
is to be dipped into salt water, which
represents tears, mirroring the pain
felt by the Hebrew slaves in Egypt.

5

Three pieces of matza: Matza
is the unleavened bread of the
meal. The
first two
loaves
commemorate that
in the
desert,
the Israelites
would receive two portions of manna
every Friday so they could observe
the Holy Sabbath. The third matza is
used to recall the haste with which
their ancestors ﬂed from Egypt.

6

Wine: The Seder is ordered
around the blessing of four cups.
This may complicate things if you have
never attended an actual Seder before,
so it is recommended
to have a glass of
wine for symbolism.
Each cup commemorates the four expressions of redemption
promised by God
in Exodus 6:6-7: “I
will take you out;”
“I will deliver you;”
I will redeem you;”
and “I will acquire
you as a nation.”

7
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Responding to growth, St. Mark’s breaks ground on expansion
Westminster parish’s $7 million project reorienting, renovating and adding to church

“

BY ROXANNE KING

A

In 2015, we were told the
population should
increase by 20,000 people
in ﬁve years. We knew we
had to do something to
accommodate the need.”

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

mong those cheering at the
March 11 groundbreaking for
the renovation and expansion
of St. Mark Parish in Westminster were
Tricia and Tom Palko. They couldn’t
have been happier, as St. Mark’s, which
is marking its 45th anniversary this
year, is foundational in the Palkos’ faith
and family life.
The Palkos met as youngsters
through St. Mark’s as both of their families were founding members. They were
married there 32 years ago, baptized
their children there and both have positions on the parish staff.
“It’s our foundation,” said Tricia
Palko, who serves as office administrator.
Tom Palko, a physical therapist, serves as
RCIA coordinator for the parish.
“I’ve belonged to the parish since the
original [1974] groundbreaking,” Tricia
Palko said. “My reconciliation class was

FATHER KEN KOEHLER

The March 11 groundbreaking at St. Mark Parish in Westminster marked
the start of a $7 million expansion and renovation that will include a narthex, new choir loft and bell tower. photo by andrew wright
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the first held in the church.”
The $7 million project for St. Mark’s,
located at 3141 W. 96th Ave., will reorient and completely renovate the church
interior, and will add seating, a new choir
loft and a baptismal font. It will also add
a large narthex for gathering before
and after Masses, an 80-foot bell tower,
a devotional chapel, new accessible
restrooms and a covered entrance that
will face the existing parish hall. Finally,
the project will reconfigure the parish
offices, improve outreach ministry space,
and remodel classroom areas.
“We’re updating the whole church,”
said Father Ken Koehler, pastor of St.

Great Selection
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bigger

Create a new world with
prayer, love, community,
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Mark’s since 2004. “It’s basically doing
everything. It’s going to be really nice.”
Established in 1973 and built the following year, the church was expanded
in 1986. A parish hall was added in 2001.
The current project, which was
designed by Integration Design Group
and is being built by Haselden Construction, is set for completion in a
year. Meanwhile, Masses are being
celebrated in the parish hall.
“Hopefully, we’ll be back in the church
for Easter [2019],” Father Koehler said.
The project is primarily being paid
for by a parish capital campaign, which
drew support from nearly 60 percent of
the parishioners – almost three times
the support of an average campaign
Palko said. Savings and proceeds from
the sale of a property also contributed.
“The entire parish has shown appreciation for this project,” Father Koehler
said. “I’m deeply moved by their support and excitement about it.”
For the last several years, the parish
studied and discussed the needs of
parishioners and the different ministries and met with city officials
who confirmed what the parish was
experiencing — an increase of young
families in the neighborhood due to

lower square-footage-pricing than in
Denver proper, as well as growth due to
increased homebuilding and development on the west side of Interstate 25 in
north metro Denver and the addition of
RTD’s B Line light rail from downtown
Denver to Westminster two years ago.
“In 2015, we were told the population
should increase by 20,000 people in five
years,” Palko said. “We knew we had to do
something to accommodate the need.”
The renovations will mean better
access to the church and to the busy
parish food bank, a gathering area for
fellowship that will provide for respectful silence in the worship space, and a
reverential baptismal space that will
allow for immersive baptisms.
The recent baptism of the Palkos’
newest grandchild was the last to take
place before the church was closed for
construction.
“We always joked it was the punchbowl rite because that’s what it looked
like,” Palko said, laughing. “I almost
wished we’d waited for the gorgeous
baptismal font we’re getting.
“This project is amazing for our
parishioners,” she added. “It’s a great
way for our community to grow and to
fulfill the needs of the groups we have.”

Compassionate. Professional.

Advance Planning is a

Gift for those you love

Call 303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

©LeapTie

Contact us today to get
your FREE Leave Well
Planning Kit.

St. Thomas More
8035 S. Quebec Street, Centennial, CO 80112
303.770.1155 u stthomasmore.org

Holy Thursday

7:00pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
after Mass until 12:00AM in McCallin Hall

Good Friday

2:00pm – Stations of the Cross
3:00pm – Divine Mercy Novena begins
5:00pm – “The Nazarene” Musical Stations of
the Cross
7:00pm – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Includes Veneration of the Cross and
Communion

Holy Saturday

7:30pm – Solemn Vigil of Easter

Please note updated time of 7:30pm

Easter Sunday Masses
6:30am – Church (Youth Mass) & McCallin Hall
8:30am & 10:30am – Church, McCallin Hall &
School Gym
12:30pm – Church & McCallin Hall

16

MARCH 24-APRIL 13, 2018 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Q&A: Meet the world-renowned
bioethics expert coming to Denver
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

D

octor O. Carter Snead’s bioethics expertise is so distinguished
that it gained him recognition
from the pope. Not only is Dr. Snead a
member of the Pontifical Academy for
Life, the principal bioethics advisory
to Pope Francis, but he’s also one of
the world’s leading experts on public
bioethics.
Dr. Snead is the director of the Center
for Ethics and Culture and a professor
of law at the University of Notre Dame.
He has published over 40 journal articles, book chapters and essays, and his
research explores issues relating to
abortion, end-of-life decision-making,
neuroethics, and stem cell research.
The professor will wrap up this season’s Saint John Paul II Lecture Series
April 10 at the St. John Vianney Theological Seminary Refectory. He will
speak on “Human Identity, Human
Flourishing, and Public Bioethics.”
Ahead of his Denver visit, we asked
Dr. Snead about his views on significant
bioethics topics in the Catholic and secular worlds.
DENVER CATHOLIC: In Colorado,
adults suffering from terminal illnesses can now legally take life-ending, doctor-prescribed sleeping
medication, following suit with
Oregon and several other states. In
your bioethics research, what are
some of the flaws you’ve seen in
these laws?
CARTER SNEAD: The gravest problems with these laws is that they do
not have sufficient safeguards to protect the elderly, the disabled, the poor,
and minorities from lethal forms of
discrimination, fraud, abuse, coercion and errors. There is no adequate
mechanism to ensure genuine voluntariness at the time the lethal agent
is ingested. Even though suicidal ideation is highly correlated with treatable
mental illness, there are no sufficient
legal mechanisms to evaluate those
seeking to end their own lives. There is
no psychological assessment at the time
of the suicide itself. There is not even a

“
photo provided

Catholics (and
other pro-lifers) need to
explain and joyfully bear
witness to the truth that
genuine equality and
equal justice under law
requires that everyone be
welcomed into the circle
of human care, concern,
and legal protection.”
DR. CARTER SNEAD

requirement that anyone be present for
the suicide. There is no mechanism to
ensure that their pain is being properly
managed. There is no robust informed
consent requirement. And there is no
reliable system of data collection. Given
the structural inequalities and problems of access intrinsic to the American
system of health care delivery, there is
no way to craft an assisted suicide law
that avoids these problems. It would be
far better to allocate more resources
to getting people the basic healthcare
they need, managing pain properly, and
ensuring access to good psychological
and psychiatric services.

DC: Why do you think the pro-life
argument from a strictly biological
perspective is still scrutinized today,
and how can Catholics better defend
the Church’s position on abortion?
CS: The pro-life argument is rooted in
mainstream, broadly accepted principles
of biology. That is, the life of the human
organism begins at fertilization. This is
not in serious dispute. The argument is
about what is owed to the newly conceived human being as a matter of love,
care, and justice. Some argue that one
does not become a “person” with human
rights until she satisfies preferred criteria established by others. This often
excludes those who are very young, very
old, or cognitively disabled.
Catholics (and other pro-lifers) need
to explain and joyfully bear witness to
the truth that genuine equality and
equal justice under law requires that
everyone be welcomed into the circle
of human care, concern, and legal protection. To exclude those who are burdensome, weak, vulnerable, or disabled
is the antithesis of love and justice that
underlies the best moral and legal traditions of the United States. At the same
time, Catholics and other pro-lifers
need to continue to care for and support
those who are facing unplanned pregnancies, those who have already been
wounded by abortion, and even those
who advocate for and profit from abortion. We need the world to understand
that we mean it when we say everyone
counts — everyone is irreplaceable and
unrepeatable.
DC: The “Catholic Ideas for a Secular World” series of which you’re the
editor brings up significant topics
happening in academia and the
public square. Why is it important
to give authors around the world
this platform of discussion?
CS: This series is one of the many ways
in which the Center for Ethics and Culture (and, by extension, the University
of Notre Dame) seeks to engage both
higher academia and the public square
to share truth, goodness and beauty
with all those good faith and openminded readers who want to engage the

ideas that have animated the Church for
millennia and are still relevant today.
DC: What are some common misconceptions Catholics have about
stem cell research?
CS: Many people don’t realize that
embryonic stem cell research requires
the intentional use and destruction of
living human beings at the earliest stages
of development. Others don’t realize
that there are other possible methods
of pursuing scientific knowledge and
life-saving cures that do not require such
unjust killing. These include not only
so-called “adult” stem cell research, but
also the creation of cells (called “induced
pluripotent state cells”) that may be
able to provide all the same benefits as
embryonic stem cells might. Finally,
people may not realize that even though
human embryonic stem cells have been
studied for twenty years, there are still
no “miracle cures” or even clinical treatments using them. That is not to say that
there never will be, but it is worth noting
in light of all the promises made at the
turn of the twentieth century — none of
which have been realized.
DC: Pope Francis appointed you to
the Pontifical Academy for Life in
2016. What was that accomplishment like, and what are some of the
projects you’ve worked on in your
role there?
CS: It is a great honor to advise the
Holy Father on bioethical matters. Last
fall I delivered a paper to the Academy on the beauty of forming families
through adoption and recalling to mind
that adoption is central to our identity
as Christians. This summer I am part of
a working group focused on genomics
and gene editing.

i

ST. JOHN PAUL II LECTURE
SERIES PRESENTS DOCTOR
O. CARTER SNEAD

April 10, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Refectory at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
1300 S. Steele St., Denver
RSVP at archden.org/lecture
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Don’t miss ‘the most important
archaeological discovery of the 20th century’
Denver’s Dead
Sea Scrolls
exhibition brings
to life Judaism at
time of Jesus
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

“W

elcome to Israel, the
Biblical land of milk
and honey at the crossroads of Africa, Europe and Asia… an
archeologist paradise”: These words
mark the start of a once-in-a-lifetime
immersion into ancient Israel that the
Dead Sea Scrolls exhibition brings to
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science March 16 to Sep. 3.
The exhibition, sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Denver, not only displays the authentic Dead Sea Scrolls

that have captivated millions of believers and non-believers around the world,
but also a timeline back to Biblical
times filled with ancient objects that
date back to events written about in the
Old Testament.
“We are convinced that the Dead Sea
Scrolls discovered in the Judean desert
are the most important archaeological
discovery of the 20th century,” said Dr.
Uzi Dahari, deputy director of the Israel
Antiquities. “These scrolls, written in
Hebrew, are the oldest copy of the Bible.”
In fact, some of these manuscripts
are almost a thousand years older than
the oldest copies of the Bible that had
been discovered, providing a great
wealth of knowledge about Judaism at
the time of Jesus.
“So many things have changed [since
this discovery],” said Dr. Michael Barber,
professor of Scripture and Theology at
the Augustine Institute in Denver. “We
now understand first-century Judaism

28 days of
GIVING HOPE
TO WOMEN WHO
ARE HOMELESS

Thank you

for your love and support
during the month of February.

You’ve raised $108,311 toward our goal of $150,000.

Your gift provides food, shelter and access to services,
helping women in need regain their dignity and independence.
THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS FLORISTS
BONNIE BRAE FLOWERS
DIAMOND FLORAL DESIGNS
POPPY & PINE FLOWER COMPANY

ccdenver.org/28DaysofLove

in a way we didn’t in the past and see
how the Biblical authors are breathing
the same air as other ancient Jews.”
The air of first-century Israel was
filled with expectations for the coming
of the Messiah. The Dead Sea Scrolls are
a witness to this reality, he explained:
“We see so many overlaps of how the
New Testament is a fulfillment of the
Jewish expectations of the time.”
The exhibition immerses guests
into the history of the chosen people
of God, from artifacts impressed with
seals belonging to Biblical kings, such as
Hezekiah, to an authentic stone block
that fell from Jerusalem’s Western Wall
in 70 AD.
“The pots, coins, weapons, jewelry
and other artifacts on display in this
exhibition constituted a momentous
contribution to our cultural legacy,”
said Dr. Risa Levitt Kohn, curator of
the exhibit.

The discovery of the Dead Sea
Scrolls was a milestone in the
study of ﬁrst-century Judaism. photo
by andrew wright

Your Generosity Gave Jessica
and Her Newborn Son a
Second Chance ...
Jessica feels grateful and hopeful for the first time in
many months. Samaritan House has given her and her
son a new beginning.

Did you know?
Mothers are provided child-care
assistance and school-aged children
are enrolled in a nearby school
within three days of arrival at
Samaritan House.
Please Give Online Today!

ccdenver.org/donations
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Conference to mark 50th anniversary
of Pope Paul VI’s prophetic enyclical
BY MOIRA CULLINGS

F

ive decades ago, Pope Paul VI
wrote Humanae Vitae, an encyclical warning Catholics about
the culture of contraception and the
impact it would have on society.
“He prophetically defended the
integrity of married love and warned
us against the danger of reducing sexuality to a source of pleasure alone,”
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila wrote in
his Feb. 2 pastoral letter “The Splendor
of Love.”
“Unfortunately, Blessed Paul VI’s
prophecies have all come true,” he later
wrote.
Today, the encyclical’s message is
more relevant than ever.
To mark its 50th anniversary, the
Archdiocese of Denver is hosting
“Humanae Vitae: The Next 50 Years”

— a conference that will explore what
the document has to say about human
sexuality, procreation and parenthood
within the context of marriage.
“We really want to focus on the
future,” said Carrie Keating, NFP and
marriage specialist for the archdiocese.
“Let’s talk about the next 50 years
and look for opportunities for us to
make a difference in our culture and
to be strong and courageous on this particular teaching and understanding of
our sexuality, marriage and openness
to life,” she said.
Anyone interested in learning more
about God’s plan for sexuality is invited
to attend.
“We’re having this conference to recognize the prophetic vision of Humanae
Vitae and to equip parents, educators,
medical professionals, youth ministers
and communicators with the armor and

inspiration they need to witness boldly
to everyone they meet,” said Keating.
In his pastoral letter, Archbishop
Aquila notes this anniversary “provides the Church with an opportunity
to express our gratitude for all the blessings that God has bestowed upon us.
“Humanae Vitae was a gift for the
Church and for the world, a courageous
prophecy about the beauty of human
life and married love,” he wrote.
The conference’s speakers will include
Archbishop Aquila, Dr. Michel Therrien
and Dr. Susan Selner-Wright, as well as
a panel of clergy and lay leaders who will
present their own testimonies and vision
for educating Catholics on the Church’s
teachings on love, marriage and happiness.
Keating believes this anniversary
is the perfect opportunity to address
these complex topics.
“There’s a lot of confusion in the
ACROSS
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A PA S TOR AL LE T TER FROM

MOSTHUMANAE
RE VEREND SA MUEL
J. AQUIL A , S.T.L .
VITAE
FEBRUARY 2, 2018

To register for “Humanae Vitae: The
next 50 years,” visit www.archde
n.org/humanae-vitae.
Saturday, April 21
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
St. Thomas More Catholic Church —
McCallin Hall
8035 S. Quebec St. Centennial, CO

world about sexuality and marriage,”
she said. “Humanae Vitae can clarify our
thinking about that and help future generations to be rooted in truth and love.”
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Get Involved
APRIL

APRIL

St. John Paul II Lecture
Series: Dr. Carter Snead

Humanae Vitae Conference

MARCH - MAY

Suicide
Prevention
Training
10 7 p.m., St. John Vianney Theological Seminary Refectory, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, RSVP. The St. John Paul II Lecture Series is excited to host Dr. Carter
Snead, the Director of the Center for Ethics and Culture and Professor of law at
the University of Notre Dame. He will speak on the topic “Human Identity, Human
Flourishing and Public Bioethics.” Space is limited; RSVP at archden.org/lecture.

21 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., St. Thomas More
Catholic Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial, $15. “Humanae Vitae: The
Next 50 Years” is a 1-day conference
exploring the past, present, and future
of Humanae Vitae. Speakers
Archbishop Aquila, Dr. Michel Therrien,
and Dr. Susan Selner-Wright, will
explore the great gift & beauty of the
Church’s teaching on married love. To
register, visit archden.org/
humanae-vitae.

The Oﬃce of Child and Youth
Protection has partnered with
the Helen and Arthur E. Johnson
Depression Center at the University of
Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
to oﬀer free suicide awareness and
prevention trainings for adults at
various parishes. Visit archden.org/
child-protection for a full listing of
dates and locations.
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The Annunciation of the Lord
APRIL 9: The
feast of the
Annunciation has
moved! Because
Palm Sunday
falls on March
25 this year, the
Annunciation
has been moved
to April 9. The
Feast of the
Annunciation of
the Lord is a
celebration of the
announcement by
the angel Gabriel
to the Virgin
Mary that she would conceive and bear the
child Jesus and become his mother. Though
not a Holy Day of Obligation, the Feast of
the Annunciation is nonetheless important in
the liturgical year of the Church because it
marks the Incarnation, the doctrine that holds
Jesus is both fully God and fully human.

Chrism Mass

11 a.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver.
Join Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila at the Cathedral
for the traditional Chrism
Mass that happens the
Tuesday of Holy Week.
The Holy Oils to be used
over the next year are
blessed at the Chrism
Mass.
30

Stations of the Cross at
Mullen Home

11 a.m., Mullen Home for
the Aged, 3269 W. 29th
Ave., Denver. Join the
Little Sisters & Residents
of Mullen Home as
they pray the outdoor
Stations of the Cross
(weather permitting).
A simple lunch will be
served following the
Stations. Please RSVP by
calling 303-433-7221.

7

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m. Join the faithful
each First Saturday at
Prayer in the Square, to
pray a Rosary and Divine
Mercy Chaplet at various
locations on the Front
Range. We pray for God’s
love, mercy and peace
for the sanctity of human
life and for an end to the
persecution of Christians
worldwide. Visit prayerinthesquare.com to find the
prayer community nearest
you.
7

Easter Breakfast with
Christ in the City

8 a.m., 3401 Pecos
St., Denver, donations
accepted. Celebrate
the Easter season with
Christ in the City! Mass
at 8 a.m., breakfast and
reﬂection to follow.
Free admission includes
breakfast + an Easter
reﬂection for adults,

at
22 Mass for Special
lesson & craft for kids.
RSVP at christinthecity.
Religious Education
co/lent.
2:30 p.m.,
All Saints
Additional sessions
available
check www.archde
Parish, 2559 S. Federal
14 St. Dominic Parish:
or call
Blvd.,Email
Denver.
Thetoday
Massto learn m
Open House, Open
for Alexandra.yannacone@ucdenve
Special Religious
303-724-8768
Doors, Open Hearts
Education is one of
4 p.m., St. Dominic
three events during the
Parish, 2905 Federal
year that pulls together
Blvd., Denver. St.
families with special
Dominic Parish would
needs children/adults
like to welcome
from all SRE programs.
their neighbors and
This particular event
former parishioners to
will be celebrated with
celebrate their church’s
Archbishop Samule J.
renovations and mission.
Aquila and emphasizes
Mass will be celebrated
our joy at being together
at 4 p.m. followed by a
to celebrate our Catholic
heavy hors d’oeuvres
faith.
reception. For more info,
visit stdominicdenver.
org.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Good Shepherd teacher wins national award

photo by andrew wright

You’d think Kathy O’Hollearn had
just won the Super Bowl.
As a flock of students surrounded
her with a giant group hug, the reading
specialist from Good Shepherd Catholic School in Denver struggled to find
the words to describe how she felt.
“I’m really speechless for the first
time ever,” said O’Hollearn. “It’s overwhelming to me.”
O’Hollearn, who works with students from kindergarten through
eighth grade, received the Winslow
Coyne Reitnouer Excellence Award
March 15 during a surprise assembly
at the school.
The award came from Learning
Ally, a nonprofit organization that provides programs and services to assist
students who struggle with reading.
A parent nominated O’Hollearn for

the award, which is offered annually
to a few teachers across the country
for their efforts helping students
with print disabilities succeed in the
classroom.
“This is a huge deal,” said Terrie
Noland, national director of educator
engagement at Learning Ally. “It is
the first teacher in a Catholic school
to receive this honor.”
O’Hollearn admitted teachers don’t
normally expect to be recognized for
their efforts, which made the award
particularly meaningful.
“I definitely have to continue to
be more cognizant,” said O’Hollearn.
“You think that you do things every
day that people don’t [notice]; it’s
just a part of your job. This gives you
a higher level of awareness.”

TOGETHER TO SERVE
BETTER: HISPANIC
PASTORAL TEAM MOVES
IN TO THE CHANCERY

As part of the Spanish- and
English-speaking communities’ integration in the Archdiocese of Denver,
the Hispanic ministry pastoral team has
moved from Centro San Juan Diego to
the Saint John Paul II pastoral center,
where most of the curial offices operate.
Alfonso Lara, Alejandra Bravo, Abram
León, Deacon Rubén Duran and Lucy
Morroni are now part of the Office of
Evangelization and Family Services
of the archdiocese under the direction of Scott Elmer. “We would like for
the Church to take this multicultural
mix where we can all serve,” said Lara,
who is now the Hispanic Director of
Evangelization.
“Working side by side with my brothers that don’t speak Spanish will sow in
them the seed of curiosity and pastoral
work, and vice versa,” Lara said.
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Perspectives

Getting ready for Synod-2018

T

he headline on the March 3rd
story at the CRUX website was
certainly arresting — “Cardinal on charges of rigged synods:
‘There was no maneuvering!’” The
cardinal
in quesGEORGE tion was
WEIGEL Lorenzo
Baldisseri,
The Catholic Diﬀerence
secreGeorge Weigel is a
tary-gendistinguished senior
eral of the
fellow of the Ethics and
Synod of
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
Bishops,
and not
only were his voluble comments
striking, they were also a bit disconcerting. Did I simply imagine the
uproar on the floor of the Synod on
Oct. 16, 2014, as bishop after bishop
protested an interim report generated by Baldisseri and his colleague,
Archbishop Bruno Forte, that did not
reflect the discussions of the previous two weeks? Were the complaints
about the suffocating Synod procedures Cardinal Baldisseri outlined
prior to Synod-2015 an illusion?
Didn’t thirteen cardinals write Pope
Francis in the most respectful terms,
suggesting alterations in those procedures to ensure the open discussion
the pope insisted he wanted?
But, hey, memory is a tricky thing,

and this is the season of mercy, so let’s
let bygones be bygones and concentrate now on Synod-2018, which will
discuss youth ministry and vocational
discernment. Those are very important topics. The Church in the United
States has had some success addressing them, despite challenging cultural
circumstances; so perhaps some
American leaders in youth ministry
and vocational discernment could be
invited to Synod-2018 to enrich its
discussion, on the Synod floor and off
it (where most of the interesting conversations at these affairs take place).
Curtis Martin is the founder of the
Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS), which is arguably
the most creative campus ministry initiative in the post-Vatican II
Church. FOCUS sends recent college
graduates back to campuses as missionaries and has had such success
in the U.S. that FOCUS missionaries
are now working in Europe. There’s a
lot the bishops at Synod-2018 could
learn from Mr. Martin’s experience.
Then there’s Anna Halpine, president of the World Youth Alliance: a
network of pro-life young people all
over the world, who witness to the joy
of the Gospel and the Gospel of life
in an extraordinary variety of social
and cultural settings. WYA has also
designed and deployed innovative

educational programs and women’s
health centers that, building out from
the Church’s teaching on the inalienable dignity of the human person,
offer life-affirming alternatives to
the moral emptiness of too many
elementary school curricula and the
death-dealing work of Planned Parenthood on campuses. Surely there’s
something to be shared at the Synod
from this remarkable enterprise.
Bishop David Konderla of Tulsa
was the director of campus ministry at Texas A&M for eleven years,
where St. Mary’s Catholic Center has
set the gold standard in traditional
campus ministry and created a model
for others to emulate. Over the past
twenty years, Konderla and his predecessors have fostered more vocations
to the priesthood and religious life
than that school with the golden dome
in northwest Indiana, while helping
many Aggie men and women prepare
for fruitful and faithful Catholic marriages. Bishop Konderla would make a
very apt papal nominee to Synod-2018.
Msgr. James Shea, president of the
University of Mary in Bismarck, N. D.,
has taken up the mantle of the late Dr.
Don Briel in creating a robust, integrated Catholic Studies program on
his growing campus. Shea’s goal, like
Briel’s, is to form mature young men
and women intellectually, spiritually

and liturgically, so that they can be, in
the twenty-first century, Pope Francis’s “Church permanently in mission.” He has things to say about how
to do this, and Synod-2018 should
hear them.
Then there is Father Thomas
Joseph White, OP, a banjo-playing,
bourbon-appreciating theologian of
distinction who (with his Dominican
brother, Father Dominic Legge) has
created the Thomistic Institute, to
bring serious Catholic ideas to prestigious universities across the U.S.
The Institute’s lectures and seminars
fill the intellectual vacuum evident
on so many campuses today — the
vacuum where thought about the
deep truths inscribed in the world
and in us used to be. Father White is
being redeployed by his community
to Rome this Fall, so he’ll be a number
64 bus ride away from the Vatican.
The Synod fathers should meet him,
and perhaps he and Cardinal Baldisseri, an accomplished pianist, could
jam.
So by all means, let’s have “no
maneuvering” at Synod-2018. But let’s
also have some American expertise
there, for the good of the whole Church.

The ongoing Christian genocide

G

enocide is a serious accusation. Many people have
spoken of an ongoing persecution of Christians in the Middle
East as genocide, a claim that has
clear
DR. R.
backing in
JARED
internaSTAUDT
tional law.
The United
The Catholic Reader
Nations
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is
defines
a husband and father
genocide as
of six, the catechetical
“any of the
formation specialist for the
Archdiocese of Denver, a
following
Benedictine oblate, prolific
writer, and insatiable reader. acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part,
a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such: killing members of
the group; causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the group;
deliberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life calculated to bring

about its physical destruction in whole
or in part.” In 2016 the State Department and both houses of Congress
declared that ISIS, in particular, was
committing genocide against Christians and other religious minorities.
On average, it is estimated that
7-8,000 Christians are martyred each
year, according to the International
Society for Human Rights (though
larger estimates take broader warfare
and ethnic conflicts into consideration, especially in Africa.). Nine
of the top ten offending countries
with the highest rates of Christian
persecution are found either in the
Middle East or in neighboring countries. With the rise of ISIS, persecution reached a particularly intense
moment, though under the Trump
administration their territory has
shrunk dramatically. Nonetheless,
the centuries long trajectory of eliminating the Christian population of the

Middle East
continues.
The Persecution and
Genocide of
Christian in
the Middle
East, edited
by Ronald
Rychlak and
Jane Adolphe
(Angelico,
2017), provides a systematic overview
of the historical, religious, legal, and
social forces behind the persecution of Christians. The book collects
proceedings from a conference held
in Rome, “Under Caesar’s Sword:
Christians Respond to Persecution,”
co-sponsored by Notre Dame and
Georgetown, as well as contributions
from other scholars and experts. The
book provides a comprehensive overview of the issues faced by persecuted

photo by spencer platt | getty images
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Don’t forget to bring God to work

I

belong to a prayer group on Facebook. People post their intentions, and the other members
pray. It’s a great use of social media.
The other day I posted, as I sometimes do,
MARY
a request
BETH
for the
BONACCI
members
to pray for a
Guest Column
transaction
Bonacci is a syndicated
I’ve been
columnist based in
working
Denver and the author of
on in my
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
real estate
business.
It’s been stressful, and caused me
some pretty significant anxiety. The
other members, as always, were very
supportive and assured me of their
prayers. But then one very faithful
member asked if I think it’s appropriate to ask for success in business
negotiations. She wasn’t objecting,
mind you. But apparently she had
done the same on another prayer site,
and was told this was not a proper
topic for a prayer request. She went
on to tell me that she thought it was
perfectly appropriate, since her
business is really an apostolate, and
they make rosaries. Surely worthy of
prayer.
And I started to wonder — are
rosary manufacturers the only

“businesses” we can pray for? Do
we have to be somehow engaged
in direct, Church-related ministry
before God wants to hear what we’re
up to?
I think, as Christians, we tend to
divide the world — and our lives —
into the “sacred” and the “secular.”
“Sacred” is Sunday Mass. Prayer time.
Evangelization. Work is only sacred if
it’s for the Church, or directly related
to evangelization. Everything else
— our softball teams, the PTA, our
grocery shopping, our non-pilgrimage vacations, and especially “the

business world” — is purely “secular.”
God is interested in the former. The
latter, He doesn’t care about so much.
Is that true?
St. John Paul, in his encyclical
Laborem Exercens, tells us that work
is a fundamental aspect of man’s life
on earth, and the place where he joins
with God in His work of creation,
and fulfills His early commandant to
“subdue the earth.”
That same St. John Paul II, in his
beautiful book Love and Responsibility, defines what he calls the personalistic norm, which states that the
only proper and adequate response
toward a human person is love. In the
negative, because each of us is created
in the image and likeness of God, no
person can ever be seen merely as an
object of use.
The “business world” is simply the
place where these two concepts meet.
To me, that makes it a sacred place.
And God cares very much what happens there.
When we walk into work on
Monday morning, we don’t leave the
personalistic norm at the door. We
are persons created in the image and
likeness of God, joining with other
persons created in His image, to
accomplish some work here on earth.
And we are called to that as Christians — loving each other, doing our

best, and through that bringing Christ
into our workplace.
And we need His help to do that.
If we dismiss the “business world”
as merely secular, we risk dismissing
God from our lives during the 40+
hours we spent at work every week.
And, to the extent that we apply these
ideas to the “business” side of ministry, we corrupt that as well. I have
been told by ministry leaders that
poor treatment of their employees
was justified because “We have to run
it like a business.”
That’s not how any business,
sacred or secular, should be run.
C.S. Lewis once wrote that “you
have never met a mere mortal.” In
the same way, I think you have never
done anything that is merely “secular.” We are working out our salvation, every minute of every hour of
every day. That includes our time at
work.
Whatever the work you do, the God
who has numbered the hairs on your
head wants very much to be involved
in it. He wants you to pray — for your
co-workers, for your safety, for your
mission. And yes, for the success of
your endeavors, if that is His will.
Don’t forget to bring God to work.

Christians in the Middle East.
The chapter “Historical and Theological Reflections on Persecuted
Christians,” by Robert Fastiggi,
provides a good starting point for
understanding the state of Christian
in the Middle East. It describes how
the Christian community fell from
a strong majority following Islamic
conquest to a small minority in the
present day. The Islamic population
increased gradually for centuries,
but it was not until the late 900s
that sustained violent persecution
began, inspiring the Crusades. From
that point on, Christianity fell into
a steady decline: from 21 to 3.4 million between 1200 and 1500 alone,
followed by even more aggressive
persecution from the Turks (103-04).
Major massacres occurred in 1895
and during World War I, especially
the Armenia Genocide. Fastiggi notes
how Christians fell from 10 to 3% of

the Middle East’s population in the
twentieth century alone (110).
After this long period of decline,
the Iraq War and the civil war in Syria
may have set off the final elimination
of Christians from many parts of the
Middle East. The book details the
tactics used by ISIS and other radical
groups to commit genocide: sexual
violence, torture, financial extortion
(falsely portrayed as the jizya tax),
and outright murder. It also describes
the efforts and many failures of the
international community to address
the problem. The Holy See, for its
part, has supported Christian refugees, encouraged prayer and fasting,
organized diplomatic meetings, and
even cautiously supported military
intervention (254-57).
The final chapter, by radio host Al
Kresta, reflects on how “Christians
in the West can respond” in solidarity with persecuted Christians

(364). The issue of religious liberty
should unite all people of good will,
as threats to religious expression are
common throughout the world, especially in China and North Korea, but
increasingly in the West. Christians
throughout the world need to overcome a “lack of urgency” and even
indifference to religious persecution.
Even though ISIS has been largely
subdued, Christians still suffer disproportionately in the Middle East
from violence and displacement and
remain extremely vulnerable. One
concrete way to support them financially comes from the papal agency,
the Christian Near East Welfare Association (cnewa.org).

photo by craig whitehead | unsplash
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

