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Newly Remodeled
School
Franciscan Fathers
Franciscan Sisters
By Sue Roethele
An open house for clergy, religious and laity of the
Archdiocese of Denver, will be held from noon until 5
p.m.. Sunday, Oct. 1, a t St. Elizabeth’s school, Denver,
to m ark two anniversaries a t the historic parish.
In addition to celebrating
the opening of the newly carpet treatments, have been
remodeled grade school and enlarged or divided to provide
convent, the open house will the best use of available
honor the 80th anniversary of' space.
service by the Franciscan
A particular area, which
friars who have administered will be used for remedial
the parish, and 50 years of reading programs, features all
service given by the Francis new appointments and educa
can sisters who staff the tional equipment. As in the
school.
other classrooms throughout
Pastors from throughout the the school, it is equipped with
area will gather for the clos a television set to take ad
ing services of a Triduum in vantage of special educational
honor of St. F'rancis of Assisi programs.
at 5:30 p.m., Oct. 4. the feastBright and cheerful offices
day of the saint. Dinner will are centered on the main
follow in the renovated floor of the building, includ
school, designed by consulting ing that of St. Elizabeth’s
architect, Henry DiNicola of principal. Sister M. Rose.
Denver.
ON THE GROUND level,
NEARLY one hundred a large size cafeteria serves
years of Catholic education wholesome hot lunches to the
have passed beneath the school’s 204 pupils. Meals are
impressive roofline of St. Eliz prepared in a well equipped
abeth’s school. Keeping in kitchen across the hallway.
step with renewal projects in The cafeteria also serves as a
the area, the school has been meeting room for the parish’s
completely modernized.
many active organizations.
The three-story structure
A spacious third-floor audi
today boasts new windows torium, once the scene of
and rooms, wide glass doors, school area theatrical produc
marble wainscoting, subdued tions and social events, also
color effects and carpeting has been remodeled. Goldthroughout.
brown carpeting is accented
Warm and attractive golds, by white walls and a deep
browns, tangerine, ofT-whites Ivy green ceiling. The audito
and greens are used through rium is used each Friday and
out the school according to a Saturday evenings for games
special color scheme designed parties and also for the adult
by George Thorson of Smith education program which was
and Thorson Architects, Den- initiated in 1964.
verT Interesting colors on
A connecting upper-level
classroom doors match interi hallway leads to the convent.
or walls to help students lo Here a staff of six Sisters of
cate their various study- St. Francis of Penance and
Christian Charity maintain a
areas.
Many of the classrooms, in tastefully furnished residence
addition to receiving new adjoining the school.
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THE RECENTLY sand-blasted exterior o f St. Elizabeth's school is comple
mented by recent additions o f new windows and modern wide glass doors. Reli
gious members o f the school’s faculty are, left to right, Sister Ellen, Sister
Romuald, Sister Jolenta, Sister Mary Jordan, Sister Maryclare, and Sister Rose,
principal.

in the three story dwelling
a^oining the school.
A SMALL chapel, attended
by the Friars of the parish, is
available at all hours for the
Sisters’ use. Pews obtained
from Notre Dame parish,
Denver, are matched in style
and col(fr by an altar made
by the' parish carpenters.
Across the hall, a remodeled
sacristy allows easy access to
vestments and altar furnish
ings.
Modern furniture has re
placed the former appoint
ments, lending a fresh and
appealing air to the convent.
Bright colors, draperies and
carpeting are complemented
by an extensive new lighting
system.
An unusual room has been
designated to house the par
ish's collection of antique fur

niture including two red vel
vet chairs and a piano donat
ed by May Bonfils Stanton.
A cheerful, attractive kitch
en is designed to make the
most of space available and
ranges, refrigerators and oth
er appliances are built into
the walls. A dining room ad
joins the kitchen.
An intercom, installed
throughout the convent and
school has replaced the for
mer brass "calling bell.” A
small glass window in the
front door permits privacy
and safety for the Sisters.
Individual bedrooms and a
separate guest area are locat
ed on the third floor. The
subdued and restful area is
ideal for class preparation,
resting and sleep. A sewing
and study room complete the
upper floor.

Full laundry and storage
rooms have been planned for
the lower level.
On the exterior, new^doors
and windows have been added
to complement the recent
sand-blasting. A parking lot
for school and convent use
has also been added.
ST. ELIZABETH’S school
staff, totaling 11 members,
includes Sister M. Rose, prin
cipal; Sister M. Jolenta, social
studies; Sister M. Ignatia,
housekeeper; Sister Mary
clare, seventh and eighth
grades; Sister M. Ellen, first
grade; Sister Mary Jordan,
fourth; Sister Bernadette, first
grade aide; Mrs. Anna
Schwartz, sixth; Mrs. Anita
Earley, fifth; Mrs. Marjorie
Chaverri, third; and Mrs.
Barbara Karr, second grade.
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The School and the Sisters
"The basic u nit in the
Catholic school system is the
parish school. It traces its
origin back to the mission
schools established by the
Franciscan friars in the
Southwest at the beginning of
the 16th century and to the
schools th at the Jesuits
founded in Maryland when
that colony was settled.
"Throughout the history of
the Catholic Church in the
United States the Church and
school have developed side by
side.” So wrote the Rev.
George Johnson in the April
1940 issu e of A tla n tic
M onthly. So thought the
Rev. Francis Koch when he
became the first Franciscan
pastor of St. Elizabeth’s par
ish. A firm believer in the
adage, "To whomsoever the
school belongs to him belongs
the future,” Father Francis
insisted on building a school
before he did anything else.
He knew full well that the
development of the parish

This
Supplement...
. . . was edited and co
ordinated by Sue Roethele,
an associate editor of the
"^Denver Catholic Register**
Photographs are by Joe
Motta of Joseph’s Camera
and Photography, Denver.

was almost assured once the
influence of the school began
to be felt.
LESS THAN 100 years
have elapsed since the found
ing of St. Elizabeth’s school,
yet the early years are re
membered only in a few short
lines in the Catholic Direc
tory. From this publication it
is found that the Rev. Freder
ick Bender engaged the Sis
ters of Loretto to teach the
neighborhood children in
1885. Some of the old Ger
man parishioners have report
ed th at the school was "a
small building facing Curtis
street.” In that year, 1885,
two sisters and 80 pupils
comprised the school. For the
following three years, 1886 to
1888 there is only a one line
entry in the Catholic Direc
tory: St. Elizabeth’s school,
three Sisters of Loretto, 125
pupils.
When the German-Irish
split occurred and the Rev.
Patr ick Carr began construc
tion of S t Leo’s parish, the
Sisters of Loretto started a
school in the basement of the
new building accepting their
first pupils in the fall of
1888. Such a move m ust
surely have been known for
Father Francis, in 1887, had
already opened his campaign
for another teaching commu
nity to staff his tiny two
room school.

Cecilia sent Sisters Longina,
C lara, and Raphael to St.
Elizabeth’s school. They ar
rived in Denver on May 12,
1888, and three days later.
May 15, took possession of
the little house which was to
serve as a temporary school.
The house situated at 11th
and C urtis streets, and a
nearby rented house serving
as a convent became the set
ting for scenes rivaling "Com
edy of Errors.”
First on the program was a
thorough cleaning of school
and convent. Then the ar
rangement of the few pieces
of furniture donated by a par
ishioner. All was in readiness
when the owner of the furni
ture moved from Denver and
took the beds, tables, and
chairs with him. Nothing

immediately wrote to four
communities of sisters re
questing teachers and appeal
ing to the missionary spirit of
each group. All four declined.
Discouraged but far from
daunted, the priest resorted
to pressure. Bishop Nicholas
Matz was persuad'^ to write
a joint letter to vhe Mother
Provincial of the Franciscan
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, a community
of Franciscan Tertiary Regu
lars in St. Louis, Mo.
At the same time he enlist
ed the help of Mrs. J. T. Mellein whose two daughters,
Sister Fidelis and Sister
Agnes, were members of the
St. Louis community.
. The chronicles of the sisters
show that Mother Provincial
did not think the sisters were
ready for missionary work in
"such a country” but she
would give consideration to the
Bishop’s request. Father
Francis and Mrs. Mellein
kept the matter before the
Provincial’s mind with an
almost daily barrage of let
ters. Word finally reached
Denver that Mother Provin
cial and Sister Theodora
would soon arrive to examine
first-hand the proposed field
of endeavor in "frontier Colo
rado.”

-i, •)

daunted the Sisters who sent
word that school would open
as planned.
At once a dispute arose
over the true ownership of
the school building and no
one was allowed in it! So the
sisters turned the parlor and
a now empty bedroom of their
convent into classrooms. So
many children came on the
first day of school th at a
nearby shoemaker’s shop was
pressed into use as an auxi
liary classroom.
The shoemaker, smiling and
nodding to the children, had
turned to the peace of his
shop when suddenly one of
the sisters stood before him.
Space was needed, his shop
was large and spacious, would
he mind if it were used for a
(Turn to Page 3)

Father Fabian chose our marble, and We are proud to
have been a part of the renovation of St. Elizabeth’s.
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Curtain Screens
Glass Screens
Grates
Fire Sets
Firelighters
Andirons
Coal Hods
Wood Holders
Spark Guards
Electric Logs

Most Complete Display of Fireplace Fixtures in the West

DENVER MARBLE & TILE CO.

THE LOOK WAS enough
for immediately after her re
tu rn to St. Louis, Mother

FRANCIS purchased two
lots on 11th street as the site
of a new church-school and
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OUR SINCERE BEST WISHES
TO

ST. ELIZABETH'S
YOUR ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
THREE YOUNG STUDENTS admire the extensive
remodeling work recently completed at St. Elizabeth’s
school. The 77 year-old school, founded by the Rev. Fran
cis Koch, OF.M., received thorough painting, carpeting
and marble wainscoting throughout the halls. The
youngsters are, left to right, Sharon Delgado, fifth grade;
Terry Torres, eighth grade; and Luanne Marillo, fifth
grade.
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RICHARD’S ELECTRIC SERVICE
COMMERCIAL-INDUSTRIAL
6087 West 49th Ave.
Wheatridge, Colorado 80033
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School—Sisters ...
(Continued From Page 2)
short time? Perhaps generosi
ty prompted the man, perhaps
two dozen grinning faces
hind sister prompted him.
Whatever the reason our rec
ords say merely that this
unknown Samaritan beat a
hasty
retreat.
Kneeling
benches from the church were
used as seats for the children
and class began.
A DESPERATE need ex
isted for a larger school and
all set to work with redou
bled effort. Friars, sisters,
and people begged and bor
rowed money, persuaded any
one and everyone to contrib
ute, gave unstintingly of time
in this campaign for a new
building.
By June of 1889 sufficient
funds were on hand to begin
construction of a large, three
story church-school. The cor
nerstone was laid June 23,
1890 and at a cost of $20,000,
an edifice providing meeting
rooms on the first floor, four
large classrooms on the 2nd,
and a spacious auditorium on
the third floor, was built. By
September, 1890, all was in
readiness for the opening of
the school year, and four sis
ters welcomed 185 children.
St. Elizabeth's school quick
ly became the center of social
activities for the entire area.
The hall was used by the
various guilds and societies of
the parish for meetings, lec
tures, and concerts. The base
ment rooms were used for
society meetings and as club
rooms.
The scope of these activities
can be seen from an old
bulletin listing the groups
and their meetings; the Gen
tlemen’s Progressive club, the
Ladies Auxiliary; the Catholic
Mutual Benefit association,
the Christian Mothers’ Socie
ty and the Sodality of the
Children of Mary.
IN THOSE early days, long
before movies or television,
people furnished their own
entertainment. St. Elizabeth’s
school came quickly to the
front in this sphere. A latent
histrionic ability was nur
tured among the various
clubs and soon full length
plays were being produced in
the auditorium. This lead to
the construction of a stage
fully equipped with the latest,
for those days, in scenery,
props, dressing-rooms, and
stage effects. Men and women
found here a wonderful even
ing’s entertainment watching
relatives and friends perform.
Then came the dancing for
one old program has this in
struction, "immediately after
the show each person will
take his chair to the wall so
that dancing may follow."
Increasing enrollment soon
necessitated more classrooms
and under the pastors, the
Rev. Pius Manz, O.F.M. and
the Rev. Leo Heinrichs,
O.F.M., two new classrooms
were added as well as an
addition to the auditorium.
Education and entertainment
moved hand in hand.
While the school was still
being built Father Francis
had initiated plans for a

"1 Mffr"

suitable convent. The parish
purchased a plot of land on
the southwest corner of 10th
and Champa streets. Two
brick dwellings were quickly
converted, the larger serving
as St. Clara’s convent, the
smaller of the buildings an
orphanage while working
girls were also accommodated.
From these beginnings were
developed St. Rose residence
on the original site and St.
Clara’s orphanage. A new
convent next to the school
was begun in 1917 while
Father Manz was pastor and
completed by the Rev. Ber
nard Spregelberg, O.F.M., in
1922.
FOR MORE than 25 years
the Sisters from St. Louis
devoted themselves to the
ever growing, ever vital
school. Some 40 graduates of
St. Elizabeth’s, men and
women, followed religious
vocations.
In 1917 the sisters from St.
Louis surrendered all the
elem entary schools they
staffed to devote themselves
to their institutional work.
The Sisters of St. Francis of
Penance and Christian Chari
ty from Stella Niagra, N.Y.
were invited to succeed them.
When Mother Borromea,
Sister Emily, and Sister Casimer arrived in Denver, they
found a flourishing German
community, a beautiful Goth
ic church, a well-equipped
school, and a recently erected
convent adjoining the school.
By August three more Sis
ters. Sister Sophia, Sister Jo
hanna, and Sister Amanda
had joined the community
and on Sept. 5, 1917, they
opened their doors to 276
children.
At that time the three-story
building contained meeting
rooms and a bowling alley on
the ground floor, four large
classrooms on the next floor,
and a combined gymnasium
and auditorium on the top

Thursday/ September 26, 1967
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GUITAR-STRUMMING Sister Maryclare and Sister Rose, principal of St.
Elizabeth’s school, relax for a few moments in the newly redecorated convent livings
room. Much of the convent’s furniture was selected by Sister Rose and the Rev. Fabian
Flynn, O.F.M., pastor. The wood piece to the extreme left is convertible to a table seat
ing 12 persons. Handles on the top front o f the chest pull out a contractable surface.
floor. As the years passed,
steadily increasing enrollment
and modern ideas in educa
tion necessitated the conver
sion of meeting rooms into
classrooms. The effects of age
and fire regulations made the
top floor unsuitable as a
school auditorium, so in 1955
the bowling alley was con
verted into a combined as
sembly hall and lunch room.

an effort to fulfill the need
for a better school-home rela
tionship.
Beginning in 1950, the Sis
ters’ efforts have been supple
mented by those of dedicated
lay teachers. At the present
time, the faculty consists of
eight sisters and four lay
teachers.

In 1964 Sister Cecelia Linenbrink began a new en
deavor at S t Elizabeth’s. A
survey in the parish area had
revealed that many of the
adults were eager to complete
their high education. In re
sponse, Sister Cecelia organ
ized the Adult Education
(T u rn to P a g e 4)

Congratulations & Best Wishes
from

AS THE German immi
grants gradually became
Americanized and moved to
the suburbs, St. Elizabeth’s
began serving a new wave of
immigrants. This time they
came from the agricultural
regions of New Mexico and
southern Colorado.
The Parent-Teacher Associa
tion was organized in 1943 in

PRINCETON DAIRY
York St. - 288 0709

C e m p ic u lin e of Religioui Artictet for Church and Heme

A. P. WAGNER & CO.
CHURCH GOODS
825-8331

1433 Tremont Place

to the
FRANCISCAN
FATHERS
Administrators
of
St. Elizabeth's Parish

on their
80th
ANNIVERSARY

to the
MARYCREST
SISTERS
Teaching Staff
of
St. Elizabeth's School

on their
50th
ANNIVERSARY
(^ X i)
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The Franciscan Fathers. . .
The Spanish conquest of the
Aztec Nation added new fron
tiers to a sprawling empire
and opened vast fields to ea
ger missionaries. In response
to an appeal for chaplains,
several Franciscans accompa
nied ' the
conquistadors
through modem day Mexico
and the lands of the South
west.
As early as 1541 the first
friars traveled the land which
is now Colorado. A glance at
the history of the Southwest
in the 16, 17, and 18th centu
ries shows the zeal of these
missionaries who > brought
Christ to a pagan land often
at the cost of their own lives.
Three hundred years after the
first Spanish friars landed in
Mexico other friars, these
from Germany, would travel
into the same area to contin
ue the pattern of spiritual
conquest.

Stout street. The German pe
tition initiated Denver’s sec
ond parish.
have a Prussian exile
p rie s t to whom 1 have
given care of the Germans
in Denver.” So wrote the
B ishop in a le tte r d ated
1879. The Rev. Jo h n Wag
ner, living in Denver for
health reasons, was given
th e ta s k of b u ild in g a
church and school for the
German C ath o lics of the
area. Enough money was
collected to make the ini
tial paym ent on two lots
situated at the corner of
11th and Curtis streets. On
the property, covering an
area of 132 square feet was
a small brick house prob
ably used as a rectory by
Father Wagner.

discontent. The plan to make
St. Elizabeth’s exclusively a
German parish was doomed
to failure. Too few German
people jnade it necessary to
create two parishes in one.
Father Bender would care for
the German speaking congre
gation, the Rev. M. C. Bren
nan, the Irish. Each group
would use the church at spec
ified times.
Difficulties increased as the
German group assumed con
trol of the parish; F ather
Brennan left for another
diocese and the Irish peti
tioned for a church of their
own. This petition remained
unanswered from 1882 until
1887. Neither neglect nor
oversight occasioned the delay
for the Bishop was awaiting
an answer to a letter asking
the Franciscans to take
charge of St. Elizabeth’s par
ish.
"I have applied to the Fran
ciscans for two priests to es
tablish a house of their order
and a. parish here (Denver). *

Unfortunately, ill health
forced his return to Chicago,
THE DISCOVERY of gold yet he had remained long
in Colorado, 1858, provided enough to purchase the land
the impetus that started an and arrange for the actual
avalanche of miners towards construction. When he left,
the Rocky Mountains. The shortly before August 1879,
first group of miners gathered only the foundation of the
near Colorado Springs, the church had been laid.
second at the villages of Mon
With a characteristic zeal
tana, Auraria, Highland, and and concern. Bishop Machbeuf
St. Charles which coalesced to transferred the Rev. Frederick
form Denver City. With the Bender from Colorado Springs
coming of the railroad, farm to continue the work at St.
ers began arriving in large Elizabeth’s. Certainly this
numbers spurred on by the man must have worked at a
Homestead Act and the furious pace for the corner
dream of land of their own.
stone was blessed and set in
A number of German fami place on the first Sunday of
lies, probably less than 12, August 1879. By the second
settled on the west bank of Sunday of September Father
Cheny Creek, families from Bender celebrated Mass for
the Catholic areas of Ger the first time in the partially
many. Soon they asked Bish completed edifice.
op Joseph Machebeuf of Den
The records tell of the un
ver for a German priest, thus stinting work performed by
setting the stage for the for Father Bender during the
mation of St. Elizabeth’s par early days • of the parish.
ish and the advent of the There were 278 marriages
Franciscans.
during his pastorate of eight
As soon as the German years, of these he officiated at
speaking people made their 277. From 1879 to 1887 there
request Bishop Machebeuf were 947 baptisms; he admin
sought means to help them. istered 892. In 1885 Father
Consecrated in St. Peters Bender opened a school in the
Cathedral, Cincinnati, 0., on small brick house once used
August 16, 1868, he had re as a rectory. Where he lived
turned to Denver to under during these years is still an
take the staggering work be unanswered question.
fore him. The city, growing
quickly, had but one Catholic
DESPITE the great efforts
church, the old Cathedral on made there were rumblings of

IN 1887 the Very Rev.
Denes Schuler, O.S.F., com
missary of the Thuringian
Custody of the Franciscan
Order, at the request of Bish
op Machbeuf appointed the
Rev. Francis Koch, O.S.F.,
the first Franciscan rector of
St. Elizabeth’s. The Rev.
Venantius Eder, O.S.F., joined
him a short time later. The
circle was now c .mplete.
From Spain to Mexico to the
Spanish Grant; from Germany
to New York - Ne-v Jersey
to Colorado, the brown-robes
following St. Francis, were
following their founder’s
command: "It is my deepest

(Continue<£,From P a g e 3)
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laid. The school hall served
for church purposes until the
present one was finished.”
AS SOON as possible Fa
ther Francis purchased two
lots on 11th street and began
begging money for the new
church-school, Sisters to teach
the children. The Sisters ar
rived first, opening a school
in the small house on the
property. By June of 1889
Francis had acquired the
funds sufficient to raze the
little church erected by Fa
ther Bender and start con
struction on of three-story
church and school. This new
building, costing $20,000,
provided offices and meeting
rooms on the first floor, large
classrooms on the second, and
a spacious auditorium on the
third, which served as the
church from 1890-1898.
Before the church-school
was completed, Father Fran
cis was building St. Clara’s, a
convent for the sisters. At the
same time he was beginning
plans for a small orphanage
which was later moved to the
outskirts of the city. The old
orphanage buildings were
(Turn to Page 5)

Our Sincere Thanks and Compliments
to the
Marycrest Nuns and Franciscan Fathers and Brothers for
their many years of dedication to St. Elizabeth Parish.
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The School and
the Sisters
Tutorial program which holds
twice-weekly sessions in St.
Elizabeth’s school. This pro
gram has served as a model
for several similar programs
in Denver.
Beginning in the fall of
1965 students of St. Eliza
beth’s were among those
permitted to participate in
the lunch program sponsored
by the United States’ Depart
ment of Agriculture. The par
ish supplies a modem kitchen
and two excellent cooks, the

wish, beloved brothers that
we teach everyone, every
where the Cross of Our Lord
and Savior.”
Assured that the Francis
cans would remain and im
pressed by the long range
plans of Father Francis, the
Bishop assigned the Rev. Pa
trick Carr as pastor of the
English speaking parishion
ers. The inter-parochial feud
continued until Father Carr
acquired land at W. Colfax
and Tenth street and con
struction was begun in 1888
on St. Leo the Great church.
Services were held in St.
Leo’s for the first time in
1889. Once the obstacles
caused by contention were
removed both parishes were
free to grow.
The Denver Catholic Re
gister in 1909 carried this
brief description:
'Father
Francis set to work with a
zeal that is still a household
word in Colorado and the
happy conditions of St. Eliza
beth's are a result. The first
church built by Father Bend
er soon became too small. In
1890 it was tom down, more
ground bought and the foun
dation stone of the school was

Q l / A L i n P|«0|> l/C T S
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federal government supplies
surplus foods and subsidiY^other necessary purchases,
and parents provide volunteer
help so that each child can
receive a wholesome, hot
meal for only 10 cents every
day of the school year.
FEDERAL FUNDS again
brought benefits to students
at St. Elizabeth’s when, in
the spring of 1966, a reme
dial reading program spon
sored by Title I of the Ele
mentary and Secondary Edu
cation Act began functioning.
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The Franciscan
Fathers. . .
(C o n tin u e d F ro m P a g e 4)

converted to St. Rose home
for business women.

ST. ELIZABETH’S GOTHIC SPIRE towers over the historic complex where eight
Franciscan friars and brothers live. Left to right are Brother Marian, OF.M.; The Rev.
Fabian Flynn, OF.M., pastor; the Rev. Paul Feichter, O.F.M.; the Rev. Giles Webster,
OF.M.; the Rev. Aquinas Reding, OF.M.; the Rev. Jeremiah Milner, O.F.M.; Brother
Sebastian, O.F.M.; and the Rev. Joseph Gannselle, O.F.M.

WHEN THE friars came in
1887, a small house in back
of the church was their monasterj’. Never adequate even
in the beginning, the rapid
growth of the parish and
added friars made a new
friary imperative. Once the
school-church was built, the
old brick and frame dwelling
was demolished and work was
begun on the new monastery.
The building was dedicated
by Bishop Nicholas C. Matz
on Aug. 2, 1891. The Bishop
gave a short sermon in Ger
man, the Rev. Thomas Ma
lone, editor of the Colorado
Catholic delivered the ser
mon in English.
Today the walls of this
building stand as the shell of
the present friary. Through
the generosity of Mrs. Mae
B onfils
S tan to n ,
St.
Elizabeths friary was rebuilt
and remodeled in 1936. Arch
bishop Urban J. Vehr of
Denver, dedicated the friars
home May 2, 1937.
During this period the
friars performed a work
scarcely realized by many in
our state today. Soon after
Bishop Matz was installed as
second Bishop of Denver he
asked the fathers at St. Eliza
beth’s to take care of ail the

Catholics living in Douglas,
Elbert, and Jefferson counties.
Would they also attend all
stations on the Kansas Pacific
railroad (now the Union Pa
cific) as far as Cheyenne
Wells, some 160 miles from
Denver?
THE KANSAS and Pacific,
built along the Platte river,
had many Catholics on the
section gangs. Other Catholic
families were homesteading
on the neighboring prairies or
settling in the towns spring
ing up along the railroad
The following stations were
attended by the Franciscans:
W atkins, Bennett, Byers,
Deer Trail, Agate, Limon,
River Bend, Hugo, Mirage,
Boyero, Araga, Wild Horse,
Kit Carson, and Cheyenne
Wells. At the same time, the
friars served the stations of
Elizabeth and Elbert along
the Colorado and Southern
railroad. The Bishop also
requested that the friars take
care of Calhan, Castle Rock,
Kiowa, Monument, Parker,
Grand Lake, Stratton, and
Burlington.
Such a circuit demanded
that a friar leave Denver car
rying all things necessary for
Mass and the Sacraments and
ride the train stopping for a
day at each station. Another
friar would be seen traveling
(Turn to Page 6)

We are pleased fo fake this opportunity to extend our
warmest CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES fo the
FRANCISCAN FATHERS and BROTHERS
on the 80th Anniversary of Their Order Serving St. Elizabeth's Parish
MARYCREST SISTERS
on the 50th Anniversary of Teaching at St. Elizabeth's Parish
and all the Parishioners on these occasions and on the
Sisters' Convent and School.

“May God Continue to Bless You, One and All”

Slattery ^ Co.
Plumbing ir Heating Contractor
JOHN J. CONNOR, President, ROBERT F. CONNOR, Vice President

744-6311

181 Vallejo St.

DENVER, COLORADO
Thursday, September 28, 1967
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The Franciscan Fathers. . .
Francis began his plans for
the new St. Elizabeth’s
church. Despite the stagger
ing effects of the 1893 panic,
the priest went ahead against
all advice. "There was a
method in his seeming mad
ness,” the Denver Register
reported. "There were many
men out of work and he had
them put in their time on the
church instead of idling. He
paid them what he could but
it was his own personality
that kept them working more
In the next decade the
friars built thriving parish
than anything else.”
es a t th e p rim itiv e m is
Since Bishop Matz was
sions. In 1895 the Francis
away F ather Francis was
cans were appointed to a
deputed to lay the corner
parish at Golden, one of
stone on Nov. 15, 1896. The
the oldest congregations in
church was completed and
put to use on Jan. 23, 1898.
the W est The Rev. Bernard
The Bishop formally dedicated
Spiegelberg, O.F.M. built a
the church on May 1, 1898.
brick church and the Goth
ic structure remains today.
The new church, principally
This church was dedicated
Gothic with a few Romanes
on May 19, 1901 by Bishop
THE FOUR year absence que motifs was designed by
Matz.
quickly fell away and Father Brother Adrian, O.F.M. of the
(C o n tin u e d F ro m P a g e 5)

by horse and buggy as he
made a circle of the towns.
Each circuit would take a
month’s time. In the towns or
stations Mass would be of
fered, confessions heard, bap
tisms and m arriages per
formed. Father Francis cele
brated the first Mass in
Harmon, Colo, in the home of
Mejos Matley on Sunday,
Aug. 4, 1889.

the parish at Kiowa and built
a large addition to St. Mary’s
church in Elizabeth. It was
during this period that the
Franciscans began the church
buildings a t Castle Rock,
Elbert, and Calhan. All the
missions and the stations
along the railroad were re
turned to the diocese as soon
as the Bishop had diocesan
priests to staff them.
Father Francis left Denver
in 1892 for a Franciscan par
ish in Croghan, N.Y.
Father Francis was reap
pointed to St. Elizabeth’s in
1896 and left only, when that
parish, the only one in the
diocese possessing church,
monastery, school, convent,
orphanage, and home for
business women, was debt
free and the new church sol
emnly consecrated.

The Rev. Eusebius Schlingman, O.F.M. built the first
church dedicated to S t An
thony in the diocese of Den
ver at Hugo. The cornerstone
Three Monsignori, nearly 25
was laid by Bishop Matz on
July 28, 1901. Some time lat priests and several hundred
er Father Eusebius organized of the laity were present on
May 2, 1937, when Archbish
op Urban J. Vehr of Denver
officiated at the dedication of
the remodeled monastery at
St. Elizabeth’s parish, Denver.
The remodeling work was
made possible through a
$150,000 gift of Mae Bonfils
Stanton of Denver, as a
memorial to her father, Fred
erick G. Bonfils.

Back in 1 9 3 7

Present
Pastor
The Rev. Fabian Flynn,
O.F.M., was appointed pastor
of St. Elizabeth’s parish,
Denver, in August, 19W.
The Franciscan priest, well
known in the Denver area for
his work with the Third Or
der of St. Francis and the
Legion of Mary, succeeded the
Very Rev. Berard Giblin,
O.F.M., who had served as
pastor and superior of the
parish from 1958-1964.
Father Fabian, who had
been an assistant at St. Eliz
abeth’s for six years prior to
his appointment as pastor, is
a native of Port Jervis, N.Y.,
and attended Franciscan
houses of study in the order’s
Holy Name province in the
East.
He was ordained to the
priesthood June 29, 1951.
Prior to his assignment to
Denver, he served in pastoral
work in East Rutherford, N.J.
Page Six

COMPLETELY debt free,
St. Elizabeth’s was consecrat
ed June 8, 1902 by Bishop
Matz assisted by Bishop Cun
ningham of Kansas City, Mo.,
Bishop Gabriel of Ogdensburgh, N.Y., and Rt. Rev.
Abbot Frowin Conrad, OS.B.
This was the first church
ever consecrated in Denver
and was used by Bishop Matz
for his pontifical celebrations
and functions.
Some of the finest anec
dotes, told and retold, deal
with Father Francis’ exploits
to liquidate his Denver debt.
A committee of 12 Jews from
Temple Emmanuel congrega
tion visited all city churches
before deciding on the archi
tecture of their temple. Fa
ther Francis politely showed
them around St. Elizabeth’s

The dedicatory exercises
began with a brief ceremony
in St. Elizabeth’s church after
which the clergy and digni
taries marched in procession
to the new monastery.

St. Elizabeth’s parish in
Denver had a parochial school
as early as 1885. From 1885
to 1888, the Sisters of Loretto, pioneer Catholic educators
of Colorado, were in charge of
the school at St. Elizabeth’s,
and in the fall of 1888 the
Franciscan Daughters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and
the Immaculate H eart of
Mary took over.
A study made by Sister M.
Lilliana, historian of the Sis
ters of Loretto, reveals that
in 1885, two Lorettines cared
for 80 students, and in 188687-88 three Sisters of Loretto
instructed 125 pupils.
When St. Elizabeth’s was
divided in 1888, the Loret
tines took over the new St.
Leo’s school, which was oper
ated from September of that
year until June. 1889. At
that time, only the basement
of St. Leo’s church had been
built and it was there that
the classes were conducted.
Years later, Monsignor Wil
liam O’Ryan reopened St.
Leo’s school in 1911, in the
old St. Mary’s academy build
ing at 14th and California
streets. This school too was
closed after a short time
when the building was con
demned.

and as the tour ended he told
them: "Now gentlemen, I am
giving a church benefit. The
tickets are only $5 apiece.
Would each of you like one?”
That evening the briest added
$60 to the .church fund.
Another day found the friar
in the Daniel’s and Fishers
store. The people groaned;
Father Francis grinned. "I
know I’ve been here so often
that you are sick and tired of
me. Just give me $250 and I
won’t come back.” So they did
and he didn’t.
THE MOST popular story
tells of the stratagem the
priest used to pay for the last
of the four church bells. In
use even today they were
hung in the spire. Only three
had been paid for as the larg
est still aw aited a donor.
Away went Father Francis to
a wealthy German brewer
named Zang. Zang hesitated
since he was not a Catholic.
The priest assured him that
his donation was business not
religious. "Every time that
(Turn to Page 7)

Sincere Best Wishes

N ie ls e n P la s t e r in g C o m p a n y
P L A S T E R IN G

Archbishop Vehr blessed
the grounds and outer walls,
then entering the building,
blessed the interior of the
monastery. Returning to the
church, the concluding pray
ers of the ritual were said
and Pontifical Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament was
imparted.

Pioneer
School
Fr. Fabian Flynn

Sacred Heart province. Mea
suring 132 feet by 69 feet
with a 162 foot spire it was
constructed of lava stone
quarried at Castle Rock. The
cost was $43,000 with some
$26,000 spent on the interior
equipment and furnishings.

140 So. Elati St.

777-6601
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; We welcome St. Elizabeth’s Convent,
School & Monastery, as well as St.
: Anthony’s Hospital — to our Family
“ of Jaylis Users.
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JA Y L IS . . . the benefits of
4 window coverings all in
one. M akes any window
com plete . . . and com .
pletely elegant. W on’t
stretch, sh rin k , warp,
spring or fear. Fade resist
ant. Needs no dry cleaning.
Custom colors and styles.
Nothing like if! Visit, call
or mail coupon now.

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

o f denver“
752 Broadway
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The Franciscan
Fathers. . .
(Continued From Page 6)
great bell rings it will adver
tise your brewery, it will cry
your name far and wide.
Zang! it will go. Zang, Zang,
Zang.” What else could the
man do but donate the bell?
His work in Denver now
finished F ather
Francis
was succeeded in 1902 by
th e R ev . P iu s M anz,
O.F.M., who rem ained till
1907. Then in the autum n
of 1907 the Rev. Leo Henrichs, O.F.M. became supe
rior and entered the last
months of a life fated to
end in violent death in the
church. On Sunday, Feb.
23, 1908, F a th e r Leo of
fered the 6 o'clock Mass.
At Communion time no one
paid any attention to Gieuseppe Alia at the altarrailing. This man received
Communion, spat the Host
to the ground and, drawing
a revolver, fatally wounded
F ather Leo. The priest died
before the side altar of Our
Lady, his last gesture an
attem pt to gather up the
sacred Particles scattered
on the floor.

present day friars. For many
years the need for priests to
conduct missions and retreats
was acute. The Franciscans
answered as many requests
as possible but the demands
of parish duties and a small
number of men precluded
extensive home missionary
work. In 1941 a group of
young Franciscans were as
signed to Denver and these
men began at once to travel
the missionary trails as did
their early brothers.

AT FIRST the work was
confined to the Archdiocese of
Denver with some assign
ments in the Dioceses of
Cheyenne and Pueblo. Then
requests increased until today
the itinerary of any one of
the six Franciscans engaged
in this work sharply resemble
the imposing lists of mission
and stations of years past.
This same group conducts
retreats for clergy and reli
gious, for lay men and lay
women. The area? The same
as that covered in conducting
missions.
At this time, 1967, St. Eliz
abeth’s continues to show a
vitality and growth. When it
Reconsecrated following the was deemed necessary to
murder of F ather Leo. St. close St. Leo’s church, St.
Elizabeth’s continued to grow Elizabeth’s was made a terri
as a German national parish. torial parish. The area, too,
In 1931 the Rev. Charles has begun to manifest new
LoefTelholz, O F M. remodeled life. Urban renewal, apart
and redecorated the church. ment tower construction, (in 
The vestibule was recon vention center and possible
structed and changes made in Metropolitan college assure
the side chapel dedicated to the parish of many more
St. Anthony. A new side fruitful years.
chfipel dedicated to Our Sor
IN LINE with city advance
rowful Mother was built.
In 1936-37 extensive repairs the parish is undergoing a
and changes were made un renewal. The school has been
der the Rev. Angelus Tintle, completely modernized and
0 F.M. A terrazzo floor was today boasts new windows
laid, a new heating system and rooms, marble wainscotinstalled, new lighting added ting, subdued color effects
to the church.
and carpeting throughout.
As the surrounding neigh Extensive repairs are under
borhood declined, St. Eliza way in the church serving to
beth’s continued to care for make and keep St. Elizabeth’s
all Catholics of German de true to the dream of the ear
scent and soon saw many ly Franciscans: A beautiful
others attending from various church, devotional and restful
parts of the city. For the cas where all men may praise
ual reader the records make God and which is inspired to
laborious reading for they are point its spire to the skies in
merely a succession of friars humble adoration.
names, of Masses offered, con
fessions heard, sacraments
administered. For one who
sees beyond facts and figures Franciscan Order
these same records are a his
The rule and life of the Minor
tory of a growing vital par Brothers is this, namely, to ob
ish.
serve the holy Gospel of Our
During these years the mis Lord -lesus Christ by living in
sionary spirit of the early obedience, without property
Franciscans found its counter and in chastity. —St. Francis of
part in the activities of the Assisi

MORE THAN 200 STUDENTS were welcomed at the opening of the school year
by nine faculty members. Left to right are Sister Rose, principal; Sister Ellen, Sister
Maryclare, Mrs. Barbara Karr, Sister Jolenta, Mrs. Anna Schwartz, Sister Romuald,
Mrs. Marjorie Chaverri, and Sister Mary Jordan.

1898 Dedication

Fraise
Be Thou praised, my Lord,
with all Thy Creatures,
Above all, Brother Sun,
Who gives the day and light
ens us therewith.
And he is beautiful, and ra
diant with great splendor.
Of Thee, Most High, he bears
similitude. — St. Francis of
Assisi

It was on May 1, 1898, that
Bishop Nicholas C. Matz, sec
ond Bishop of Denver, dedi
cated the Church of St. Eliza
beth. The service marked the
completion of five years of
hard work on the part of the
German parishioners and
their tireless pastor, the Rev.
Francis Koch, O.F.M.
In spite of the economic
depression of 1893, and

Best Wishes
to all 77iembers of

St. Elizabeth’s
Parish
from the folks at Central Bank and Trust Co.
C

E
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■ = » .« . ■ -

A

IS I K

ANO TRUtT CO.
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CtNTRAL PAfil • IStli ft Afipiho* S l l . 0 « iw
P H O N t g?S 3111

MEMBER; FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION • FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

TO ALL
AT
ST. ELIZABETH'S

CONGRATULATIONS

BEST WISHES to Father Fabian, the Priests, and
Sisters, from a 1946 Graduate of St. Elizabeth’s

Denver Acoustics

JOHN J. ERGER

SUSPENDED CEILINGS OUR SPECIALTY

JERRY O'MARY
744-1336

CHURCH GOODS
4436 W. 29th Ave.

against all advice, Father
Francis chose that precarious
time to begin building. He
hired workmen who had long
been out of employment and
were glad to do the labor for
little compensation. These
men emulated from the
Cathedral builders of Europe
and erected the most beauti
ful edifice in the archdiocese
up to that time.

477-7961

"N E V E R A PA R K IN G PROBLEM "
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Georgetown
'

Gets $25,000

*s'

CFM Grant

AUTUMNAL COLORS of gold, brown and orange are used throughout the
remodeled school. Left to right are Father Fabian, OF.M., pastor; Sister Rose,
principal; and Sister M. Jolenta, social studies teacher. Sister Rose is wearing
the new Franciscan Sisters' garb while Sister Jolenta wears the conventional
dress.

Rule of Life
The brothers shall appropriate nothing to themselves,
neither a house nor place nor
any thing. And as pilgrims
and strangers in this world
... let them go confidently in
quest of alms ... This, my

Joy

dearest brothers, is the height
of the most sublime poverty
which has made you heirs
and kings of the kingdom of
heaven; poor in goods but
exalted in virtue. — St. Francis of i

Let the brothers ever avoid
appearing gloomy, sad, and
clouded, like the hypocrites;
but let one ever be found joy
ous in the Lord, gay, amiable,
gracious, as is meet. - St.
Francis of Assisi

Washington
The Christian Family Movement be
came the first Catholic lay organization
to support a research facility in human
reproduction by its gift of $25,000 to
Georgetown University.
Catholic groups, in the past, have sup
ported the care of patients, but no lay
organization has financed "the basic re
search required to determine how pa
tients in hospitals shall be treated, and
what will be taught in Catholic churches
in the area of human reproduction,” ac
cording to Dr. Andre Hellegers.
The grant was awarded to the depart
ment of obstetrics and gynecology at the
university’s school of medicine and will
be directed by Dr. Paul Bruns, chairman
of the department, and Dr. Hellegers.
"What Biblical and theological scholar
ship are to the care of souls basic re
search is to the care of bodies,” Dr.
Hellegers said.
The CFM grant will be used to build
an extension to the research facilities
housing laboratory animals, laboratories
and operating room.s
Because of matching fund arrange
ments, the CFM contribution generated a
$50,000 reconstruction of the research
facility. ■
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Maldoon, chairman
of the coordinating council, said the grant
was made as part of CFMs "continuing
efforts to advance understanding of fami
ly life through basic research.”

CONGRATULATIONS
FROM

BINGO SUPPLIES, CO.
James S. (Jim m y) Hofsetz

A COMPLETE LINE OF BINGO SUPPLIES

1047 - nth St.
Located Between Curtis & Champa
25

Yrs. Experience

934-6859
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THE FULLY EQUIPPED remodeled convent kitch
en features modern built-in appliances and ample
counter space. A connecting dining room seats eight or
more persons.

CONGRATULATIONS
AND
BEST WISHES FROM

THE HOUSE
OF PLYWOOD

THE PEWS IN THE NEWLY remodeled Sisters’ chapel in St. Elizabeth's convent
were given by Notre Dame parish, Denver. Carpenters designed and built a matching
altar. A new tabernacle adorns the wood altar.

Here’s One Way
To Make a Quilt
Sister Jolenta, social studies
teacher at St. Elizabeth’s
school, knows more ways
than one to follow the Fran
ciscan vow of poverty.
When the Franciscan Sis
ters recently redesigned their
traditional garb, not only did
the brown garb itself have to
be shortened but the Sisters
discovered that their work
aprons also were too long.
Sister Jolenta, seamstress

"par excellence,” decided
that the extra material
could be well used. Pieces
of print, flowered and
stripe material from the
aprons were cut into small
er pieces, and as a result,
furnished lovely patches
for at least two patch-work
quilts.

2115 South Birch -> 756-8347

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS & DECORATORS
(DICK COWAN)

EXTEND THEIR
HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS
TO

ST. ELIZABETH'S PARISH

Sister Jolenta has indicated
that the quilts will be donat
ed to poor families in the
area.

9 8 5 -5 9 7 9

9 3 4 -3 5 7 0
J e r se y B u s s i n g C o s t s
B e lo w S c a r e F ig u re
Trenton, N.J.
(lovernor Richard Hughes disclosed
costs of providing state school, bus-'ti^nsportation to non-public school children
will cost far less than opponents of the
new law contended.
The (lovernor said the total additional
cost apparently will be about $8 million
- instead of the S30 million to $50 mil
lion a year estimates quoted by opponents
of the bill.
Until the new law was implemented
this year. New Jersey provided the trans
portation only along routes established
for public school systems.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ST. ELIZABETH’S

DENVER HARDWARE
SUPPLIERS FOR
"WHOLESALE BUILDERS' HARDWARE'
3 2 3 0 W a ln u t St.
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The Pastors. . .
Pastors O f
St. ElizabetWs
The Rev. John Wagner,
1879
The Rev. Frederick Bender,
1879-1887

Rectors O f
St. Elizabeth’s
The Rev. Francis Koch,
O.F.M. 1887-1892
The Rev. Bonaventure
Jahn, O.F.M. 1892-1893
The Rev. Pius Manz, O.F.M.
1893-1896
The Rev. Francis Koch,
O.F.M. 1896-1902

The Rev. Pius Manz, O.F.M.
1902-1907
The Rev. Leo Heinrichs,
O.F.M. 1907-1908
The Rev. Bernard Speigelberg, O.F.M. 1908-1911
The Rev. Pius Manz, O.F.M.
1911-1919
The Rev. Anthony Berghoff,
O.F.M. 1919-1922
The Rev. Severin Benkert,
O.F.M. 1922-1925
The Rev. Pius Manz, O.F.M.
1925-1926
The Rev. Eusebius Schlingmann, O.F.M. 1926-1931
The Rev. Charles Loeffelholz, O.F.M. 1931-1934

The Rev. Eusebius Schlingmann, O.F.M. 1934-1937
The Rev. Angelus Tintle,
O.F.M. 1937-1951
The Rev. Fabian Joyce,
O.F.M. 1951-1958
The Rev. Berard Giblin,
O.F.M. 1958-1964
The Rev. Fabian A. Flynn,
O.F.M. 1964-

Congratulations
TO

ST.
ELIZABETH'S
O N YO U R

Prayer of Peace
"Lord, make me an instru
ment of Thy peace; where
there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury,
pardon; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair,
hope; where there is dark
ness, light; and where there
is sadness, joy.
"0 Divine Master, grant
that I may not so much seek

SLIDING DOORS in the convent guest area provide
three extra rooms for visitors. Spacious and well-light
ed, carpeting in the area is colorful but subdued.

to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to under
stand; to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving th at we
receive, it is in pardoning
that we are pardon^, and it
is in dying that we are bom
to eternal life.” — Prayer of
St. Francis of Assisi

Other parishioners, now
deceased, completed the
list, including the late Pe
ter Jonke, George Zigler,
Mrs. Knopke, Mrs. Frank
Buck, Mrs. Anna Gette,

Children s
Gift
A $400 stained-glass win
dow depicting the Sorrowful
Mother at the foot of the
cross in the chapel of Our
Sorrowful Mother in St. Eliz
abeths church, Denver, was
the gift of the school children
of the parish.
Donated more than three
the window was
the fi^rst figurt-d stained glass
in the entire church. The
tones are rich and true and
the features of the Madonna
are exceptionally clear

Mrs. Helen Carmack and
Mrs. George Zigler.

Bruce Lauer, Gregg Bieber
and Gary Hofretz.

Once begun, the games
grew in popularity and per
sons from throughout the city
visited the weekly parties.
So large became the attend
ance that eventually more
persons were needed to assist
the program and thus the
Legion of Mary, the Altar
and Rosary society members,
and the women of the PTA
all became actively involved.
While these groups supplied
assistance through volunteer
workers, the founding mem
bers were on hand each week
to direct and plan the games.
During the 1940’s, new
names appeared among the
workers including Mrs. Jean
Typson, Louie Mollicone, John
Callahan and Val Long, all
deceased. These worked with
James Hofretz, Rose Hofretz,
Madge Riedell, Rose Carpinella, Mrs. John Moyns, Mrs.
Louie Mollicom and Mrs. Ed
Riedel.
Just a few years later, the
staff would be complemented
by Oscar and Helen Carmack,
Mary Ellen Hauser and Jerry
Carpinella, all of whom have
devoted thousands of hours to
assure a smooth, efficient
operation.

St. Elizabeth’s parish has
chosen the occasion of the
opening of the remodeled
school to extend its apprecia
tion to the workers who have
served the parish for more
than 25 years.

This fall, as the parish
celebrates its newly remod
eled school, the games par
ties are held each Friday
and Saturday evening in
the renovated auditorium
on the third floor of the
school. The latest staff has
several new members, in
cluding Frank Andolosek,

18TH & G L E N A R M
825-0111

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes
from

Some Dedicated Men andWomen
For more than a quarter
century, a group of dedicated
men and women have contrib
uted their time each week to
the well-known games parties
held in the parish hall of St.
Elizabeth’s church, Denver.
The games began early in
1939 when representatives of
the various parish organiza
tions initialed the award ses
sions.
Many names appearing on
the parish register that year
also compose the list of the
original organizers. A. J.
Wagner and Max Jonke, to
gether with Rose Heit, Doris
Knopke, Mrs. Jonke, Rose
Carpinello and Mary Heit
were among the pioneer
workers.

100th YEAR!

EATHERTON MASONRY
600 South Pearl St. - 733-5772
Denver, Colo.

Congratulations 6- Best Wishes

HARDESTY-ROSS FLORIST
"Denver’s Oldest Flower Shop—Est. 1883"
FLORISTS' TRANSWORLD DELIVERY

H. FLOYD THIBAULT

V^/GOTGEa

\ _ J _ .aV T E R F > R O O F I I

N A T I O N W I D E

E N G IN E E R S

S E R V I C E

CONTRACTORS

IG
•

C O M F -A N Y
M I S S O U R I

3625 SOUTH FOX

I N C .

C O R P O R A T I O N

ENGLEWOOD. COLORADO 8
Rhone 761-1025

B E S T W IS H E S T O ST. E L T l A B E T l l ’S

CENTRAL ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.
‘'LIGHTING IS OUR BUSINESS”
500 Q uivas St.
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Famous St, Elizabeth Landmark B!ecalled
The passing of a famous
landmark marked the Christ
mas season, 1954, at St. Eliz
abeth’s church, Denver. The
famous old Nativity scene
was removed and replaced by
a new, but smaller setting.
Denver visitors to the
downtown church spent near
ly 30 years kneeling in pray
erfulness and admiration be
fore the Christmas Crib built
in 1928 by Brother Antonius,
O.F.M., of the parish.

The entire town of Beth
lehem was built in minia
ture in exactly one year’s
time by the talented car
penter. The focal point of
interest w as alw ays the
lovely Infant lying in the
manger, with Mary and
Joseph kneeling on each
side. However, numerous
small touches and carefully
executed carvings and
paintings added a special
touch to the Christmas

Of the buildings represent
ed, the synagogue of Bethle
hem was the most resplen
dent in decorations. A gilded
dome surmounted the edifice,
complete with furnishings and
ornamentation.
Street scenes and shop life
were carried out in realistic
dramatization, giving the
complete atmosphere of the
ancient Hebrew city at the
time of Christ’s birth.
Many unique houses, a
flour mill, several bridges, a
large windmill and an oldfashioned well adorned the

miniature town. Sand-colored {this height was built a sort of
peaks and grassy hills were (waterway to represent a watplaced high up beside the jerfall for a small amount of
stable proper. Each house was water ran through the trough
labeled and from pews half continually. On its way down,
way through the church, one the clear water dripped over
could read the names "The the wheels of an old w ater
Temple,
"Moses,” "Aron,” mill which revolved; from
"Joshua,” "This road to Jeru there the stream flowed into
salem,” "House of David,” and a large green pool containing
"Entrance to Bethlehem.”
^live goldfish.
Shepherds, sheep, cows,
[horses, chickens and little ' The artistic craftsman
'camels were placed through- ship of the Brother-car
|out the scene. The miniature penter was well-highlighted
city corapetely covered the by a delicate lighting effect
entire side altar and reached which touched each house
half-way to the ceiling. From and the temple.

Congratulations . . .
SIXTH GRADE TEACHER Mrs. Anna Schwartz,
illustrates a lesson for St. Elizabeth's students. Acoustical ceiling treatments and fluorescent lighting makes
study a light, bright and quiet process. Each classroom
is equipped with a television set to take advantage of
educational television programming.

Flans Began Back in 1879
As far back as February,
1879, plans for St. Elizabeth’s
church, Denver, were begun.
The parish was an answer of
the Bishop of Denver to a
petition from the German
speaking people of the city

A Solemn Mass in St. Eliz
abeth’s church on Nov. 19,
1946 closed a triduum held in
celebration of the church’s
golden jubilee. The Rev. Felix
Reitlingshofer, O.F.M., pastor
of St. Elizabeth’s, was cele
brant of the Mass.
Modeled after the semi*
Gothic Cathedral structures of
Europe, it is still recognized
as one of the most beautiful
church buildings in the Den
ver archdiocese. Restoration
work executed during the
years has not altered the ori
ginal design.
Thursday, September 28, 1967

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes

HIRES
BOTTLING
CO.

COLORADO METAL PRODUCTS
M aking Windows in Denver Over a Quarter of a Century

for a parish in which the
spiritual ministrations would
be attended in their native
tongue. At that time, a priest
exiled from Germany, the
Rev. John Wagner, came to
Denver as the first pastor.

Golden
Jubilee

If you look a t the new windows in ST. ELIZA
BETH’S SCHOOL, you will know . . . WE CAN
MANUFACTURE ANY REASONABLE SIZE OR
SHAPE ALUMINUM OR STEEL CASEMENT
WINDOW.

4 5 0 K a i a m a t h St.

2 6 6 -2 4 5 1

Denver/ Colorado 80204

O U R SINCERE BEST W ISHES
TO FATHER FABIAN, THE CLERGY,
A N D THE G O O D SISTERS OF
ST. ELIZABETH'S

PFANNENSTIEL
DESIGNS INC.

Bottlers of

HIRES ROOT BEER
ORANGE CRUSH
COCK-N-BULL
MIXERS

3955 Ulster St.
388-5937

'Manufacturers of Italian, French, and Traditional Furniture''
3S2 S A N T A F E DR.
D E N V E R C A T H O L IC R E G IS T E R

266-9411
Pdge Eleven

We are most happy
to have this
opportunity to extend
our heartiest
Congratulations
to the
Franciscan Fathers & Brothers
Marycrest Sisters
and all the
parishioners of
Si. Elizabeth's Parish

« f eOKTiygTlM.Oi.
CONTRACT

MART

BUILDING

1050 YUMA STREET {10th at Valley Highway) .

DENVER, COLORADO 80204
P H O N E 2 6 6 - 1 641

'BOB SNOW , PRESIDENT of SN O W CONSTRUCTION CO., is the
G R A N D S O N of GEORGE COTTRELL, who did the original
masonry and concrete work on ST. ELIZABETH'S CHURCH."
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