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Council’s Basis for Religious Liberty Statement
(The “ Register” will print in two parts — this issue and
next — the text of the English summary of the Ecumenical
Council’s proposed declaration on religious liberty, which was
issued by the Council press office. It should be noted the text
will undergo some changes — perhaps important ones — before
being finally adopted as an official statement of the Council.)
1. There is today a growing consciousness of human dignity
which demands that in his actions man shouid enjoy freedom
and be moved not by coercion but by the realization of duty.
This postulate of liberty is particularly applicable in matters of
religion. The Church intends to determine to what extent these
desires of human nature are in keeping with truth and justice
and to draw from its treasures elements which may serve to
confirm man’s just yearnings.

I. Declaration
2. The Council declares that the right to religious liberty is
based on the very dignity of human nature as known by reason
and especially by the revealed word of God. Such freedom
requires that man must be free from coercion, either by
individuals or by social groups or by any human power, in such
wise that in religious matters no one should be forced to act or
be prevented from acting according to his conscience, in
private or in public, always within due limits.
The Council further declares that this right must be
recognized in the structure of civil society as a right which all
men and all religious groups may legitimately claim. The
safeguarding of this right is the responsibility of individual
citizens and also of public authorities, according to the mode
proper to each.
Lastly, the Council declares that this affirmation of

religious liberty does not imply that man has no religious
obligations or that he thereby becomes independent of the
authority of God. Such iiberty gives no individual the right to
equate truth and falsehood, nor does it mean that he has no
obligation to acquire correct ideas on religion, or that he can
decide on his own whether or not he will serve God, or in what
religion and in what manner. The concept of religious liberty
leaves intact the Catholic teaching on the one true religion and
the one true Church of Christ.

II. Religious Liberty in the Light of Reason
3. The supreme norm of human life is the eternal and
universal divine law whereby God, according to the counsels of
His wisdom and His love, ordains, directs and governs the
universe and the paths of human society. God has made man a
sharer in this law of His and has, with a kind of radiation,
imprinted it on human, nature itself in order to enable man,
under the guidance of Divine Providence to acquire an ever
growing knowledge of unchanging truth.
Man always recognizes and acknowledges the dictates of
this divine law through his conscience; this is part of the
dignity of the human person. Hence in all his activity every
man is bound to follow his conscience faithfully in order to
attain to God, his end.
Therefore, man has the right and the duty to seek out
religious truth in order to formulate sure judgments of
conscience. Truth is to be sought in a human manner, i.e., by
free inquiry, and, when it is found, it must be accepted with
personal assent. Since man is by nature a social being, truth is
to be sought out and found through teaching authority,
instruction, communication with others, and dialogue, whereby
men explain to others that truth which they have discovered, or

The Black Cardinal
(A Register Special)

by JO HN PEER NUGENT
(Following is the second
part, a continuation from last
week of “ The Black Cardin
al,” story on Cardinal Laurian Rugambwa written by
John Peer Nugent exclusively
for the “ Register.” Nugent,
on the staff of the Los An
geles bureau of “ Newsweek”
magazine is the author of a
new book on Africa, “ Call
Africa 999,”
published by
Coward-McCann, New York,
Last week the author, who be
came the first correspondent
to interview Cardinal Ru
gambwa in his almost inac
cessible jungle village, told of
his trip to Bukoba, Tangan
yika, the African village
where the Cardinal lives and
described his impression of
this “ most happy missiona
ry.” )
(Continued from Last Week)
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THE CARDINAL finally ap
peared. He came toward me
from the workshop where a
European priest was assem
bling a motorscooter. Afri
cans young and old spotted
him, shouted to others to
come quickly, while running
towards him. The Cardinal
slowed down for them as they
hastily bowed their heads and
genuflected at his feet. For
each there was a blessing and
the kissing of his ring. Then,
with his slender hands of ta
pered ebony, he carved the
sign of the cross in the hot af
ternoon air.
It is really difficult for Ru
gambwa to move fast any
where. But he gets as much
pleasure out of this simplest
of religious ceremonies as he
would out of researching the
most profound encyclical. It
was now much easier for me
to understand why even deep
South
segregationists
who
have met him in Nairobi at
the Apostoiic deiegation res
idence have, at first introduc
tion, genuflected without em
barrassment and with utter
devotion to kiss his ring and
receive his biessing.
The Cardinal escorted me
around his grounds. We chat
ted about Bukoba, the Rapide,
East Africa. His laundry is
put out to dry on the sun-heat

ed rocks in front of his house.
On his rickety porch, several
bright red plants grow out of
rusting old paint cans. Cluck
ing chickens and swaying eu
calypti abound. Long-horned
Ankole cattle graze in the
yard. The main house has
four rooms. His secretary
uses one room as both clut
tered office and bare-bulbed
bedroom.
NEAR THE HOUSE I could
hear the chant of the rosary
being recited aloud in the Bahaya language by green-uni
formed African children in
the moss-jacketed and reedroofed old church of St.
Joseph. The smeU was pun
gent, yet a pleasant mixture
of today’s Africa; burning
candles,
old incense fra
grance from past benedic
tions, the mustiness of half a
dank century.
The Cardinal led me into
the reception room. In one
corner was the Tanganyika
national flag, the Pope’s ban
ner was in another. On the
wall next to a “ Continental
Tyre” calendar hung a Eu
ropean landscape print cut
from a magazine.
I was not taking down short
descriptive notes of the man I
would only have 30 minutes
with. Rugambwa is a black
Lincoln, tall and majestic. Se
rious in repose, his eyes ra
diate warmth. His smile is in
fectious; he is friendly yet
shy. He moves with more of
a glide than a walk. The white
cassock he wore was of
coarse
cotton
twill,
well
frayed at cuffs and collar.
The leather of his black shoes
was split and cracked with
age and wear.
I commented on his not
wearing the Cardinal’s ring or
cross.
He smiled. “ Oh, the Bish
op’s one is so much lighter.
But I will get the other if you
want to see it,” he said softly.
We discussed Communism
in Africa. “ Faith is the most
important thing. If it is unsha
kable then other things will
come and go like clouds. You
fight Communism everywhere
— even in New York.”

Rugambwa is a very basic
person. Both cities and big
talk bother him. He is not
awed by titles — his or any
one else’s. “ In large cities I
would meet with leaders of
many countries. You talk to
them, but nothing comes of
these meetings. I prefer to
stay here, and do good. I
want to make a solid founda
tion here. Only in Rome am I
a Cardinal. Here I am a
priest. Being a Cardinal is
work. It is more work. But in
spiritual life, one is a priest
forever. As a Cardinal I say
the same Mass as a priest,
the same prayers. I don’t
think as a Cardinal there are
any special prayers. Maybe
we wear different colors,

Missioner
Tells Why
No Monkeys
Davao City, The Philippines
— A Backwoods farmer’s
wife on the island of Mindan
ao here thought for a while
Americans were particularly
humane to monkeys in spite
of America’s progress.
The woman, like many oth
er fUipinos who never tire of
asking about America, com
mented to Maryknoll Father
Gerald M. Wickenhauser of
Godfrey, 111., that there pro
bably were no more hills in
the U.S.
“ You have leveled all the
hills with bulldozers, I guess.
Your country is smooth like
the top of a table, is this not
so?”
Father Wickenhauser as
sured her some hills were still
standing — the Rockies and
the Alleghenies.
“ Good to leave a few,” she
said, “ so the monkeys can
have a place to live.”
“ Oh, n o !” Father Wicken
hauser told the woman. “ We
don’t have any monkeys in
the U.S.’”
“ No monkeys!” she repeat
ed with great amazement.
“ Then why do you need the
hills?”
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HE
SEEMS
deliberately
vague about his appointment.
“ It took place in February, or
sometime like that,” he says
of the late March event. “ I
did not expect or want the ap
pointment. What was my
reaction? I am too slow to
have reaction. If I had said no
to the appointment, others af
ter me might say no. So I
said yes.
“ We offer ourselves to God.
We do as we are told and we
hope God will give us the
grace to do it. I think, though,
that I will stay here in Buko
ba. I should like to stay in
this diocese.
“ But,” he sighed, “ if the
Holy Father says I must go, I
will. I was made a Catholic
by God, not myself. So I go
where God sends me.”
(To Be Continued)

think they have discovered, in order to provide mutual
assistance in their search for truth.
Wherefore, we have the solemn moral principle which, in
matters religious, forbids anyone to be forced to act against his
conscience.
Our day and age, with its keener sense of personal and civil
human dignity, requires that in human society no force be
exerted by individuals, social groups or public authority in
order to prevent men, whether in private or in public, from
acting according to their conscience in matters of religion,
naturally within proper limits. This requirement is absolutely in
keeping with reason and is worthy of man.
The social nature of the numan person is necessarily
reflected in matters touching religion. By its nature the
practice of religion consists primarily in perfectly voluntary
and internal free acts whereby man directs himself toward
God, recognizing his dependence on God, and accepting the
divine will with the proper kind of obedience. But man’s social
nature demands that he manifest these internal acts of religion
socially, i.e., by external acts of social contact with others. It is,
consequently, wrong to recognize man’s internal freedom in
religious matters and at the same time to deny him that free
social practice of religion which remains within proper bounds.
By their very nature man’s acts of religion transcend the
earthly and temporal order of things. The competence of civil
power is restricted to the earthly and the temporal precisely in
order that individuals may with fuller liberty tend to their final
end according to their conscience. Civil authority must be
deciared out of bounds if it interferes with man’s relationships
with God. There is no downgrading of the natural dignity of the
state when it performs its task for the community, limiting
itself to the things of this world, thus recognizing human
personality and putting itself at its service.
Therefore, the dignity of the human person requires that no
one be prevented by public authority, whether privately or
publicly, from acting according to his own conscience.
4. The limits of religious freedom.
a) Moral norm: The exercise of religious freedom is
subject to certain norms. The first of these is the principle of
the observance of the moral law. Preeminent in social life is the
principle of personal and social responsibility. In the use of
their rights, individuals must bear in mind their rights and
duties toward others, always acting in keeping with justice and
humanity.

prevent anyone from joining or leaving any religious group. It
is still more against the will of God, as well as against the
sacred rights of the individual and of the human family to use
force in any manner for the destruction or the restriction of
religion itself, whether in the human race at large, in a
particular locality or in a given religious group.

b) Juridical norm: Civil society is entitled to self
protection against abuses under the guise of religious liberty.
This protection will come from civil authority, not according to
whim and caprice, but in keeping with juridical norms
demanded by public order. Public order demands the proper
safeguarding of public peace and the adequate protection of
all states and be surrounded with effective safeguards, so that
public morality as well as peaceful and effective protection of
equal rights for aU citizens. This order is so necessary for
society as a whole that any act in grave conflict with it must be
repressed. The practice of religion cannot be forcefully
interfered with by public authority unless it disturbs public
peace, violates public morality or impinges on the rights of
others. There must be careful observance of the rule of law
according to which human freedom must be recognized and not
be shackled except when, and in the degree that, this may be
necessary.
5. The safeguarding of religious liberty.

Lastly, religious liberty implies for religious groups
freedom to point out the special value of their teaching in
organizing society and vitalizing the whole of human activity.
Man’s social nature and the very nature of religion provide the
foundation of the right to hold meetings and to set up
educational, cultural, charitable and social organizations.

It is the desire of this Vatican Council that the right of the
human person to religious liberty be universally recognized by
all citizens may be enabled to exercise the rights and discharge
the duties implied by religion. In the degree that it makes
religious liberty possible, civil society will be granted those
blessings which flow from man’s fidelity to God and His holy
will.
This principle of religious liberty does not, in particular
circumstan'&es, prevent a particular religious group from
receiving special recognition in a given nation, provided that at
the same time the religious rights of all citizens and all religious
groups are recognized and respected.
6. The freedom of religious groups.
Religious groups are entitled to the same religious liberty
as individuals. This is demanded both by the social nature of
man and also by religion. Religious groups have a right to
govern themselves according to their own laws, to honor the
Supreme Being with public worship, to assist their members in
the practice of religion and to provide them with proper
teaching, as also to promote institutions in which their
members collaborate in organizing their personal lives
according to religious principles.
Religious groups also have the right not to be interfered
with by legal or administrative action on the part of civU
authorities in the selection and education of their ministers, in
communicating with other religious groups throughout the
world, or in the acquisition and enjoyment of appropriate
holdings.
It is also their right not to be hampered in publicly teaching
and witnessing to their faith by word of mouth or in print,
provided they have violated no legitimate regulation of public
order. In the preaching of one’s faith care must be taken to
refrain from any suspicion of force or dishonest and improper
persuasion, especially when dealing with the uneducated or the
needy.

The chief duty of all public authority is to protect and to
promote man’s inviolable rights. Hence, civil authority must,
through appropriate just laws, effectively undertake to protect
and guard the religious liberty of all its citizens and to insure
that the equal rights for all citizens are never violated for
religious considerations.
From this it follows that it is wrong for public authority to
impose on its citizens, through fear or violence or other unjust
means, the profession or the rejection of any religion or to
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Schema 13: Surrender to Worldliness
O r Brave Facing of Modern W orld?
Vatican City — Schema to say his speech would be read ferent from those envisioned in that every i m p r o v e m e n t relation to the people of God
13, “ The Church in the for him by Archbishop Felici. the document.
achieved for working people is a and the need for a Christian
Bishop Alexandre Renard of contribution to real human anthropology — or study of
Modern World,” presents Cardinal Frings is nearly blind.
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A N e w Crusader
Paul VI is coining to the shores of the new
world as a Crusader for peace. He holds a relic
.of the True Cross in place of sword and shield,

and his weapon is an appeal to the conscience
of mankind.

Modern Christian Must Make
Himself Immune to Evil
Vatican City — Like the living a life which we could call dealt with by the Ecumenical
first converts to Christi new but holy, self-assured but Council now in session.
“ But
meanwhile
every
anity, compelled to live in austere, open but cautious. It is

an exercise which must become
characteristic of the sons of the
Church if they wish to be
conscientious and faithful.”
Pope Paul said “ the enor
mous proble:.r of the relation
ship between the Church and
Pope Paul VI said this at his the modem world” will be fuUy
weekly
audience
here
on
Wednesday, Sept. 22, address
ing
thousands
of
persons
gathered in St. Peter’s Basilica.
His remarks were considered
particularly significant in view
of the debate in the Council on
the Church in the Modem
(If intelligent beings in
World, and forthcoming votes
on this schema, v hich outlines space are covering the Second
the position the Catholic should Vatican Council, their commu
nication “ lines” must have
take in today’s environment.
been humming the past week.
While resolving the problem The following is a story that
of living up to their desire to be might have been filed by one
good Christians and sincere of their correspondents, based
Catholics, the Pope said, the on proposals made to the
faithful should search in his Council by an American theo
inner being to find ways “ to logian, Father Francis J.
penetrate
secular life
and
Connell.)
redeem it, as it were, with the
goodwill
which
his
faith
Outer Space News Head
provides him.”
quarters — Word has been
“ Our times —” Pope Paul
received here from one of the
said,
“ Times
in
which
Vatican Council H observers
everything is c h a n g i n g ,
from a nearby asteroid that
everything demanding our
the Council Fathers have
acceptance and conformity — been asked to consider the
raise continuous difficulties
place of the Church not only
for one who wishes to remain
in the Modem World but also
free and logical, and who
in Out of the World.
cannot and does not want to
The Council observer said
set himself apart from a
that the request to the Council
w o r l d w h i c h conditions,
a pagan society, the Christian in
modern times must stand apart
from certain aspects of secular
life, defending himself and
making himself immune from
the evils that threaten him.

believer must train himself to
solve on his own, following
the nornis outlined for him by
the Church, many everyday
problems
in
which
the
question arises how to be true
Christians, and at the same
time men of our times.”

Big News for Martians
— They're Recognized

shapes, and overpowers him.”
The Pontiff said that he
raised
the
question, not to
provide a solution, but to warn
those at the audience to prepare
themselves for the problem,
and to think about it.
He said it is admittedly a
demanding task, which holds
great advantage and merits for
those
who undertake it; it
makes the Christianvigilant
and yet militant, and gives him
a consciousness of self, and a
knowledge of the problems of
his times.
“ Itmakes him capable
of

“ nothing but a compromise of The German Cardinal found Versailles, France, said he felt
dubious value with those who several equivocations in the the text was not sufficiently
are the very causes of the ills of introduction which, he said, Christ-centered. He said it
the world,” Bishop Russell J. required that entire section to needed to be spiritualized and
McVinney of Providence de be revised. First, he said the even Christianized. He also
clared during a discussion of dedication of the People of God recommended that the note of
the schema at the fourth session to work to solve modern optimism that pervades the
problems should not be present document should be based more
of the Vatican Council.
ed as a gesture of merciful firmly on the teachings of the
He said:
“ We
are
witnessing
a condescension, as if the people Gospel to show that Christian
general breakdown of authori of God—Christians—were on a hope is placed in Christ and the
higher level. Rather the people Church and not in the world.
ty on all levels; Both in the
of God are concerned with these
Church and in the state. The
passage
of
the
problems because they are part Speedy
straggle for liberty should not
schema
with
few
changes
or
of humanity itself. Cardinal
lead to the destruction of
additions were recommended
Frings said.
authority. There is in the
by Bishop Eduardo Mason at
The Cardinal also objected El Obeid, who is in exile from
Church today a crisis of
what
he
called
the his Sudan See. If anything, he
obedience, not only among to
the laity, but also in the ranks document’s unclear concep said,
the
text
could
be
tion of the world. He also said abbreviated and unified, since
of the clergy. It should be
the purpose of the document the questions under study are
clear there can be no people
of God, without the Hier is not clearly stated, adding changeable and the situation
that these defects give the within 30 years may be greatly
archy.”
impression of confusion be different from today.
Bishop McVinney was one of a
tween human progress and
dozen Council Fathers discuss
Archbishop Boleslaw Komi'
supernatural salvation.
ing the schema, debate on
nek of W r o c l a w , P o l a n d ,
Cardinal Frings was followed speaking in the name of 62
which was opened by Cardinal
Francis Spellman of New York. by Germany’s Bishop Hermann Polish Bishops, was the final
Cardinal Spellman called for Volk of Mainz who said in speaker of the general discus
more detail in some parts of the regard to atheism that it is sion portion of debate.
text. He said the language necessary to make people feel
He said the document would
dealing with conscientious ob the void created by a denial of serve as the principle and law
jectors should make it clear God. Otherwise, he said, one of action for the modern world
that military service can be will find no assistance in but asked for clarifications. He
obligatory and that responsibili opposing atheism.
said it was not clear what the
Moreover, Bishop Volk said relation was between religion
ty for deciding this rests
exclusively with civil author! the text treatment of Christ is and cultural progress and that
superficial. There should be an it should be stressed that
ties.
“ In such cases,” he said, exposition of the theological religion aids progress. He also
“ the individual cannot arro aspect of the world created by warned a g a i n s t trying to
gate to himself the right to God, fallen in sin, redeemed by provide too many solutions for
to a complicated problems.
accept or to refuse obe Christ and destined
supernatural goal. As it stands
“ You cannot heal the ills of
dience.”
Cardinal Spellman, who is the theology of the cross as the world with pills,” he
Military Vicar to Catholics in demonstrated in the text re declared. We are on a long
the United State Armed Forces, flects “ childish optimism,” he and difficult journey and the
Council should take care to
stressed
that
the
Catholic said.
Cardinal Laurian Rugambwa forestall a new catastrophic
Church should avoid saying
that civil authorities may not of Bukoba, Tanzania, said the repetition of the tower of Ba
require military service to be text was completely acceptable bel, he concluded.
since it showed the solidarity of
Echoing a common com
obligatory.
voiced
by
several
Another speaker was Cardinal the Church with all of humanity plaint
Lawrence Shehan of Baltimore, and especially with the poor earlier speakers. Bishop Giu
seppe Maraflni of Verollwho said he found the document and afflicted.
The African Cardinal said Frosinone, Italy, said that in
quite acceptable because of its
positive character. But like that in dealing with modern discussing the world’s prob
lems it is necessary to speak
most of the speakers, he had problems the text should keep
in mind not only the world of
first of the cause of all evil,
some criticism.
West
but
also
the
sin. One must present the
His principal objection, he the
of
the
newly
doctrine of original sin, he
said, dealt with the natural and mentality
supernatural orders. The text emerging nations. He added said, because without It it is
separates the two orders to the that it should stress more impossible to understand man
and his weaknesses.
detriment
of
achieving
a strongly the brotherhood of
He recommended inserting
complete and authentic picture man and that in the interests
of the life of man. It must not be of ecumenism, it should also proofs for God’s existence to
forgotten that the object of the give greater attention to those counteract atheism and warned
schema is man in the social and religious groups which bear that the schema regards the
the name of Christian.
world with an “ optimistic eye”
concrete order, he said.
Also objecting to the Wester which fails to see it as it is, a
Yugoslavia’s Cardinal Franio
Seper called on the Council to nized concepts of the document theater of conflicts between
come to grips with the problem was C o a d j u t o r Archbishop good and evil with victory
Duraisamy
Lourdousamy
of achieved only through grace.
of atheism.
Calling it “ one of the greatest Bangalore, India, who spoke in Bishop Charles Himmer of
problems of the Church in the the name of 62 Indian Bishops. Tournai, Belgium, spoke of the
contemporary world,” he noted He said the vast majority of need to emphasize the dignity
that
there
are
men
and mankind live in conditions dif of work. The text should admit
movements today which consi
der atheism as an essential
condition for the construction of
a real humanism and for the
progress of the world and
society.
The Cardinal said it is
indispensable that the Council
speak to the world and to all
men on the problem of
atheism, and not only to
J o lin E K e n n e d y
Catholics and men of good
will. In speaking to all men,
gvelyit Lincoln
we
should
approach
the
problem positively and, in
«»•vW-''
stead of condemnations or
efforts at conversion, the
Council
should
set
forth
clearly how Christians regard
atheism.
The Council should speak of
the Christian position toward
atheism and of the way faith in
God stimulates and contributes
effectively
to
the
integral
progress
of
mankind,
said
Cardinal Seper. It must show
that atheism does not contri
bute to progress because it
lacks a real set of values.
The day’s first speaker was
Cardinal
Joseph
Frings
of
Cologne who took the rostrum

Fathers came from the Rev.
Francis J. Connell, Council
expert and former dean of the
Sacred Theology school at
Catholic University of Ameri
ca, Washington, D.C.
Father Connell told the
Council that “ I think there
should be some recognition of
the possibility of intelligent
beings
on
other
planets
because you cannot limit the
creative power of God.”
Father Connell said that the
time is ripe while the Church
is framing for the first time
its dialogue with the Modem
World to also include the
eventuality of dialogue with
other World Space creatures.
He admitted that there is
some question in dogmatic
theology on whether the souls
of such space beings should
come under the Church’ s
jurisdiction. But, he said he
personally b e l i e v e s they
D om inican B ish op s
should since they are “ some
Form So cre lariat
how a part of the flock it
Santo Domingo — Catholic cares for.”
Bishops
of
the
Dominican
Republic have established a Su d an Studen ts A sk
national secretariat to coordin
ate the work of the Church. M issie n e rs’ Return
Kampala, Uganda — (NC)
Fields to be covered will include
The
Southern
Sudan
vocations, education, seminar —
ies, liturgy, lay apostolate, Student Union sent an open
social action, catechism. Bibli letter to Sudanese Prime
Minister Mohammed Mahcal apostolate, ecumenism, and
goub, requesting that missionpublic information. Father Dan
ers be permitted to return to
iel Baldor, S.J., was named
the south to replace priests
director of the new secretariat.
who have fled government
To help y o u rs e lf end y o u r loved
persecution. The Sudanese
oneS/ send toda y fo r a F R E E
B
O O K LE T o f Approved P ra ye rs
government,
predominantly
fo r the Sick. Ju st m a il th is cou*
Arab-Moslem,
expelled
all
pon w ith yo u r nam e and address
to:
missioners from the south in
O.
L . V . Homes
1964,
accusing
them
of
Dept. Reg.
abetting
rebellion
of the
Lackawanna# N ew Y o rk 14218
Negro south.
ballots taken at the previous
general balloting showed over
“Lay Up Treasurejs for Yourselves’’
whelming acceptance of the
schema’s proposals on the
Through
nature and object of revelation,
the Apostles and their succes
sors as heralds of the Gospel,
and
the
role
of
Sacred
Tradition.
The
second
day’s voting
■ '•'•.-I
•- r i
-■ '
showed approval by the Council
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ship of Sacred Scripture and
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Tradition, the relationship of
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both to the entire Church and
future^P.riests and to aid the poor
the Magisterium, Chapter 2
of Christ', throughout the world.
dealing with the transmission of
Divine Revelation, and the
WRITE TODAY
sacred inspiration and truth of
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FREE BOOKLET of
Prayers for the Sick

One Bible Idea
Approved by Council
Vatican City — Council Fath
ers continued their voting on
individual parts of the schema
on Divine Revelation. Consist
ing of six chapters divided into
26 sections, the schema is
considered to be one of the
more
controversial of
the
session.
(Associated Press reported
that approved sections endorse
the idea of a Common Bible, if
Church authorities of the future
permit translations in co-opera
tion with non-Catholics. Also re
ported approved was the use of
m odern m ethods, in clu d in g the
scie n ce s, b y Scripture sch ola rs.)
T o p ics
con sid ered
in
the

schema include the meaning of Sacred Scripture.
Revelation, meaning of and A vote on the entire chapter
relationship

of

Scripture

and “ On the Divine Inspiration of

tradition, the theology of the the Interpretation of Holy
Word of God and the problem of Scripture” was also taken but
announcement of the result was
divine inspiration.
Results announced on three deferred.
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New insights into the life and character o f JFK are
presented in this book by the person who in many ways
knew him best.
It was Evelyn Lincoln’s privilege to be an integral part
of John F. Kennedy’s life for twelve years, epochal years
for the United States, unforgettable ones for Mrs. Lin
coln. Her book is a warm, personal and loving account of
those shining years, an intimate portrait of a great man.
“ . . . an extremely readable, informal, through-the-office-door
portrait o f the man. It is a remarkable jo b —exciting, spirited,
personally frank . . . will be used by future historians.”

—New York Times
“ . . . filled with remembrances
o f the human side of her boss,
J F K —fro m h o t tem p er to
ready wit.”
—Atlanta Constitution

._. gives new and interesting
insights into the character of
P resid en t K e n n e d y and re 
cou nts hitherto unrevealed
events and incidents.”

—Chicago Tribune
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progress and that this progress
must be extended to all aspects
of human life, he said.
The Maronite Rite Patriarch
of
Antioch,
Cardinal
Paul
Meouchi, and another Maronite
Rite prelate. Archbishop Ignace
Ziade
of
Beirut,
Lebanon,
maintained that the text lacked
sufficient
emphasis
on the
significance of the Resurrection
of Christ in the salvation
history of the world.
The Patriarch further noted
the need for more emphasis on
the action of the Holy Spirit in
• • *

Birth Conirol
N o t M e n tio n e d
Vatican City — First confir
mation that the schema on the
Church in the Modern World
contains nothing specific on
birth control but only a plea for
“ responsible procreation” ap
proved during discussion of the
schema at the Vatican Council.
The
passage in question
states in a general way that
parents should practice “ re
sponsible
procreation,”
but
avoids specific questions such
as use of the contraceptive pill.
Two prelates complained the
draft failed to come to proper
grips with the problem of birth
control.

man — instead of the juridical
and extrinsic treatment now in
the text. If these suggestions
were followed, he said, it would
lessen the Western tone of the
document and bring Eastern
and Western thinking on the
subject closer.
Cardinal Faol Richand of
Bordeaux, France, said he
found the document admira
ble in its balance and depth of
teaching. But in speaking of
the equality of man, he said,
there must be taken into
account differences
of
a
physical, intellectual and mor
al nature.
The final speaker of the day
was Archbishop Pedro Cantero
Cuadrado of Saragossa, who
said the schema is substantially
acceptable but needs improve
ment. He warned that the text
could give rise to clericalism
since it deals with particular
earthly problems which are not
within the competence of the
Church but which are the
concern of the state. In the
declaration on religious liberty,
he said the state is forbidden to
interfere in religious matters,
yet in this document it is
affirmed that the Church can
and should concern itself with
matters belonging to the state’s
competence.

G O D LOVE YOU
Most Reverend Fulton J. Sheen
W e have been asked by CBS television net
work to be briefly absent from the Council this week
in order to come to New York to serve as special
narrator of Pope Paul
V i’s visit to the United
States. Their extensive
coverage will begin at
9:30 a.m. (EDST) on Oc
tober 4th and we will
follow the Holy Father
through his entire visit.
W hat an honor this is.
But what an unsur
passed historical event
is the Holy Father’s
peace plea to the peo
ple of the entire world
at the United Nations!

One has seen the
desire of the Church to
be more closely united with all who believe in God
in the great ecumenical movement of recent years.
But the gradual moving of the Church into the world
is an even more significant movement. Benedict X V
w as crowned Pontiff in the rear of St. Peter’s at the
altar of the Blessed Mother, about as far from the
front door as one could possibly be in the Basilica.
Pius XI moved forward from the altar in the rear
to the main altar under the great dome. Pius XII
walked from the main altar down the long nave,
mounted stairs in the walls and stepped onto a bal
cony. This was the first time since 1870 that a Pon
tiff was crowned outside of the Basilica of St.
Peter’s. John XXlll walked up those stairs, was
crowned outside on the balcony and bade the world
come to himself, stretching out his arms like the
arms of the columns of Bernini welcoming all men
to himself. But Paul VI was crowned, not on the
balcony, but out in the square of St. Peter’s in the
presence of all men.
The pilgrimage of Paul VI to the Holy Land was
a return again to origins, but also a movement to
a civilization that is not Christian but Jewish and

Moslem. His visit to India brought the Church closer
to Buddhists and Hindus. But the present visit shows
to the world in a most dramatic w ay the Church’s
involvement with all men of all religions and all
races in their common striving for unity and peace.
How can each of us participate in this “moving
out’’ of the Church? By being aware each day that
each of us is a brother to all men, by recognizing
that the Mystical Body of Christ, of which we are
all members, includes the starving farmer in Latin
America, the rejected leper in Africa, the sick child
in India who may never reach his teens. The Society
for the Propagation of the Faith is the Holy Father’s
own society to help the poor of the world. The
dollars you send to SPOF in honor of his visit and
to help him and the poor are sent to him directly
and are distributed by him throughout the world
where the need is greatest. To help him help the
poor send your contributions to The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, New
York, N.Y. 10001. God Love You!

G O D LOVE YOU to Anon, for $2 “I am 19
years old. I have done nothing for my brothers.
Now is o good time to start.” . . . to 'One of the
Most Fortunate’ for $8 "This week I will begin
classes at o Catholic college. I dm well-fed, welldressed and my parents are paying my tuition.
Please see that this small offering will reach the
Holy Father for some hungry mouth.” . . . to S.D.B.
for $800 ”1 am a non-Catholic. I am sending this to
you because I travel a lot in my work and have ac
quired a tremendous respect for the work the Holy
Father is doing in underprivileged countries. ”
Cut out this column, pin your sacrifice to it a n d
mail it to Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, N a tio n a l Di
rector of The Society for the Propagation of the
Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001.

D E M O N ST R A T IO N S?
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School Aid Rules
Include AH Pupils

^>5

No chance, says N.Y. traffic boss
(Register Special)
By Ernie Sanchez

New York City — The
chances of an effective
d em o n stra tio n of P ope
Paul’ s visit by a race rights
group of Catholics appeared to
have about as much chance as
finding a cab in Manhattan
during a Taxi strike.
The Los Angeles Catholics
United for Racial Equality
(CURE) planned to send some
50 people here to stage a vigil
demonstration at the United

Nations
when
the
Pontiff
visited. Leon S. Aubry, direc
tor, said he expected members
from Ohio and Chicago to take
part in the demonstration also
if the Pope did not grant the
group an audience at which
they would seek his “ direct
intervention” in the “ racial
situation” in the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles.
New York Traffic Commis
sioner Henry Barnes told the
National Register he did not
think the group would have an
opportunity
“ because
we’re

expecting more people in the
streets for the Pope’ s visit than
we had for (Nikita) Khrush
chev or Fidel Castro combined.”

V

*^11 U
*

He also pointed out that
President Johnson will be in
the city the same day. “ I
don’t think they’ll get close
enough to the Pope to be
effective,” Barnes added. He
said traffic and crowds would
be “ very rigidly” controlled.

A*-**-

it’s

and library material envisaged

(Register Special)

Appropriations to put under the Act, will be effected
Titles I and II of the Fed in a manner adpated to local
eral Education Act into ef needs.
fect under regulations published
by the United States Office of
Education will benefit all edu
cationally deprived children,
whether in public or parochial
schools.

^

Participation of nonpublic
school children must be “ sub
stantially comparable” to that
of public school children, the
regulations specify.
Teaching materials will be
lent by public agencies to pri
vate school teacher and pupils,
not to the schools themselves.
Provision of materials to he
used in religious instruction or
worship, and the paying of sala
ries of private school personnel
are prohibited under the regula
tions governing application of
the Act.
Private school pupils and
teachers are accountable to the
state for the materials loaned,
and must return them in good
condition, or make up for any
damage or loss, the regulations
state.

In general, despite restric
When informed CURE was
tions based on Church-State
planning a demonstration if the
considerations, the regula
Pope did not grant them an
tions reinforce the Intent of
audience, Barnes said: “ I don’t
the law that nonpublic schools
think this will cause any great
benefit as far as possible
difficulty because we have a
from these two major pro
demonstration here every day
grams of the Act.
about something.”
Denver attorney T. Raher
Another indication that the
Taylor, commenting on the pro
group would not get close to the
visions, told the Register that
Pontiff was the statement by
two financial criteria apply:
Barnes that the Pope “ wants
nothing to detract from the
First, how many children there
M issio n o rs A ll
purpose of his visit to the U.N.”
Winners of the ninth annual Worldmlssion posthumous award was made to Clara E. are (in any given school dis
Pope Paul has said the reason
trict) from families with annual
awards are, left, Mr. and Mrs. George Zirkel,
Westropp of Cleveland. The honors are given
for his visit to the U.N. is to
incomes of $2,000 or less, based
Queens
Village,
N.Y.,
and
Mr.
and
Mrs.
by
the
Mission
Sending
Societies.
plead for peace.
on the 1960 census, and second
Edward Neumann, New Hyde Park, N.J. A
ly, the number of children cur
Barnes also revealed that
rently enrolled, aged five to 17,
the center of Manhattan
who are maintained on Aid to
would have to be closed off
B oost seen for ecum enism
Dependent Children funds under
for the visit and that the Pope
the Social Security Act.
would visit the residence of
Newark, N.J. — Gov. Richard
Cardinal Francis Spellman.
Benefits from Title I will be J. Hughes of New Jersey has
applied by school district au won the approval of this state’s
About his traffic woes in the
largest city in the U.S., Barnes New York — American Protes cannot worship God freely and recalled in his statement that thorities to the health-impaired Catholic college heads for his
skeptics had said, “ I told you child, the crippled, the visually proposal to form a special state
Orthodox
and Jewish unafraid. . . ”
said he sometimes wished he tant,
have
praised
the
were back in Denver, where he leaders
Dr.
Fredrik
A.
Schiotz, so” when the liberty vote was handicapped, the speech - im authority to aid in providing
was formerly traffic commis Vatican Council’s overwhelming president of the American postponed at the third session paired, the mentally retarded, dormitories for public
and
endorsement of religious liber Lutheran Church and of the in 1964.
the hard of hearing, the deaf private colleges.
sioner.
Lutheran
World
Federation,
Now, however, “ today’s news and the seriously mentally dis The
Aubry told the Register he ty.
governor
made
the
of
the
overwhelming
vote turbed.
Co-mments ranged from “ a
had written a letter to Pope
proposal after receiving a legal
approving
the
schema
on
Paul asking him for an audience great milestone in Christian
“ It is up to the district to de opinion that such a program
religious liberty wUl bring joy to termine who are the education would not violate constitutional
history” to “ an action of world
during his visit.
®
Christians
everywhere,”
he ally deprived,” the attorney not provisions against direct aid to
Asked about the feasibility of wide significance.”
said.
She M ig h t N o t H a v e G o n e
ed, adding that it was the same religion.
this, Aubry replied: “ The Pope
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake,
Earlier, comments hailing the local authority which would be
As Lucl Johnson prepared for first day at Georgetown is the head of the Church; What chief executive officer of the
Ecumenical
Council's
action responsible for applying the
United Presbyterian Church,
University’s schooi of nursing, she didn’t know what was better man to talk to?”
had come from leaders of the provisions covering the special
Aubry said CURE wants the issued this statement:
waiting for her. As penaity for a iangh at a good-natured
National Council of Churches; educational needs of
these
“ It is a great milestone in
hazing, she was forced by juniors to do 25 “ push ups.” Things Pope to: 1) Acknowledge “ the
Archbishop lakovos, head of the children.
Christian
history.
racial
situation”
in
Los
Angeles,
went worse tor the Secret Service agent who escorts her.
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
Copies of Titles I and II may
“ It definitely will improve the
Juniors insisted he wear a blue and gray beanie, required 2) Remove Cardinal Francis
North and South America, and
McIntyre
as
Archbishop, 3) relationships of the Reformed
be obtained by members of the
Philadelphia
—
St.
Vincent
headgear for ail freshmen on campus. They nicknamed ail
Dr.
Sterling
W.
Brown,
pres
Take steps to establish an and
Presbyterian
Churches de Paul society stores, now
public from the U.S. Office of
ident of the National Confer
freshmen. Luci was dubbed “ Howard Johnson.”
official archdiocesan commis throughout the world with the establishd
Education or from one’s sena
in
25
states, ence of Christians and Jews.
sion on race, 4) Introduce non- Roman Catholic Church.
tor or congressman.
grossed $6,548,956, according to
discriminatory clauses in com
Apart from shared facilities,
In P e n n sy lv a n ia p arish
“ This is very important to us a report given at the 50th an
mercial contracts with the because in so many countries nual meeting of the society
the distribution of text books
'UNCERTAIN STOMACH
archdiocese and implement a we are a minority church.”
held here Sept. 24-28.
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than
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Re-instate all religious disci tion on Religious Liberty will household needs of needy, and must
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on Monday will apptar in tho issuo lapping toea b y exerting an outward
Nesquehoning, Pa. — The 16th attention on Pope Paul’ s plined for involvement in racial open “ a new door to Christian marginal-income f a m i l i e s
printtd tho following wtok.
preesure. Very comfortable. Sizes: Small,
trouble, and 7) Bring an end to communication
and
under throughout the nation. There
annual “ Original Shower of appeal for world peace.
Medium, Large. TS^each. Sold everywhere.
Roses”
will
highlight
an Hundreds of pilgrims are defacto segregation in Catholic standing” and “ also guarantees was full distribution of goods,
M
ISCELLANEOUS
DrScholls T O E -FLE X
observance Oct. 3 honoring St. expected to take part in the schools and inaugurate a human support to one of the most and funds were applied also
urprise P a c k a g e ." W ire puzzles. $1.00,
Therese, the Little Flower of observance which will include relations program in all par cardinal principles of democra to maintain the society’ s spe CSatholic
N o v e lt/ Co., 1923 3 rd N ., Seattle,
cy.”
pilgrims’ Masses, a solemn ishes.
cial works, in caring for the Wash.
Jesus, here.
The annual event is sponsored procession
and
Benediction.
Charles
Parlin,
Methodist homeless, the sick, and in al Anyone Interested In helping fo rm a
A
spokesman
at
the
rtia ry C o m m u n ity fo r single persons,
by Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Monsignor David B. Thompson, Chancery Office in New York layman and a co-president of leviating want wherever it Tw eidow
s o r one pa ren t fa m ilie s . . . w rite :
church. Monsignor AgneUo J. Chancellor of the Diocese of said
" C o m m u n ity "
Ae
office
neither the World Council of Churches, was seen to exist, especially
770 C ap ital S tre et N. E.
Allentown, will offer one of the intended to do anything nor told newsmen he was “ extreme in the “ disaster areas.”
Angelini, pastor.
Salem , O regon.
ly happy” about the endorse
The rose shower will be Masses, crown the Rose Queen, comment on the protest.
Since September 1961, 59 new
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Dedicated
better understanding between ing the total to 172. The stores
from a squadron of airplanes begun in 1949 thousands of
Churches represented by the sell serviceable clothing and Educated m an, able d riv e , 3-4 ho ur 3
flying over the Nesquehoning pilgrims have come to take part Com m unist Cited
days pe r w eek o r weekends. S h iftw o rke r
World Council and the Roman household goods, left over p re fe rre d . Enclose reference fro m M in is 
in
honoring
St.
Therese
valley. It will close the
Harrisburg, Pa. — Father Catholic Church.”
te r R eligion. Box 6 & 51.
observance which began Sept. according to Monsignor Angeli
after the immediate needs of
Walter J. Ciszek, S.J., a 15Rabbi Seymour J. Cohen, the poor have been met. The ST. JO H N 'S C R Y S T A L S PR IN G S, M IS  T H i HO LY F A T H IR 'B M IIO iO M A ID TO T H I O R IiN T A L C H U R C H
24 with the 33rd annual ni. This year marks the 40th
S IS S IP P I, needs donations, 781 square
year
veteran of Russian
president of the Synagogue proceeds of sales are used to m iles, 27,051 po pulatio n, 171 C atholics,
solemn novena for the Feast anniversary of the canonization
prison camps, told a Catholic
When he is called to care for the dying in
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conference
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trip usually takes 12 hours. . . . He goes to
document on religious liberty maintained by the Society.
n la k u d y P. 0 ., V ia C olachel, K. K u m a ry
minated by the Communist
the village regularly twice a month, besides,
D t., S. India.
had won approval of Council
ideology.
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of children among them) crowd about him at
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Ecumenical perspective

3lsk and ILearn

Misunderstandings of Protestantism
By Jaroslav Pelikan
Lutheran Theologian and Professor
of Church History at Yale University
October is the month in which Protestants commemorate
Reformation Day on Oct, 31, the anniversary of the day when,
according to tradition, Martin Luther nailed his propositions
for debate (the ninety-five theses) to the door of the castle
church in Wittenberg. Therefore it seems a good month for a
series of columns on some of the misunderstandings of Protes
tantism to which many Roman Catholics, and occasionally
some Protestants, are subject. The coincidence that the Vati
can Council is meeting just at this time will not, I hope, de
tract from the relevance of these columns.
One misunderstanding of Protestantism is the impression
that Protestants are indifferent to questions of Christian doc
trine, while Roman Catholics stand for a doctrinal truth that is
both orthodox and (in the language of the first Vatican Coun
cil) “ irreformable.”
Because of this impression doctrinal discussions between
Roman Catholics and Protestants frequently get bogged down
in preliminaries, what theologians call “ prolegomena,” and
the nature and extent of the authentic doctrinal consensus be
tween them is lost in the shuffle.
There is no denying that some Protestant denominations

PowertuI Aid for Soul
God is present in an
especially intimate manner
in the soul that is filled with
the love of God. It was in this
manner that God took up His
abode with the prophets.
Apostles, martyrs, saints and
all the holy souls who clung to
Him in deeds of righteous
ness, in prayer and in acts of
love. God and one constitute a
majority. When God is with
one, he need fear no power in
heaven, on earth or under the
earth.

He could not find it in his
heart
either
to
kill
or
imprison such a man and sent
him back unharmed to the
Christians’ camp.
The
realization
of
the
intimate presence of God in
the souls of those who love
and serve Him is a powerful
bulwark against temptation
and an incentive to strive
constantly to make one’s soul
a more fitting habitation for

the Most High. For this
reason there are few exer
cises of the spiritual life more
profitable than that of the
practice of the presence of
God, the constant recollec
tion, even if only subcon
scious, of the indwelling of
our Maker, our best Friend,
and our ultimate Judge. When
we forget about God, and turn
our backs upon Him, danger
stares us in the face.

This is illustrated by an
incident in the life of St.
Francis of Assisi. In 1219 he
set out to preach the Gospel to
the Saracens who were then
at war with the Crusaders.
Though Francis was aware of
the fearful punishment and
death inflicted by the Mos
lems upon Christians who fell
into their hands, he walked
fearlessly into the camp of
the enemy.

These new bronze doors by Venanzio Crocetti have been
installed in St. Peter’ s Basilica. Seven of the eight panels depict
the Sacraments. The upper left panel shows Christ’s bestowal of
the keys of heaven upon St. Peter.

By Rev. Joseph A. Hughes
Speaking to lay people of contemplation is
not as “ way out” now as it once appeared to
be. Many things have happened in the past 25
years which make contemplative prayer less
mysterious and more urgent to men of our
day.
There is in these times a greater theologi
cal sophistication among lay persons. Knowl
edge and use of the Sacred Scriptures have
grown rapidly. We have for some time now
been leaving behind in large measure super
ficial and ultra-emotional types of piety.
Even while excesses of the worldly spirit and
the domination of Satan seem to be spread
ing over vast colonies of humanity, there is
a most apparent widening of the arc of honest
prayer and Christian action and true holi
ness.

A primary help to advancement through
prayer is the practice of placing oneself in
the living presence of God. The most realistic
way to do this is to accept God’s plan for
revealing Himself, that is, to see God and
feel His presence and know His ttuth through
the Divine-human presence of Jesus Christ.
We can use our senses, imagination, memory
in calling up before us, even at this great

distance in years, the Incarnate Son of the
eternal Father. This is where a knowledge of
the Gospels, and, indeed, of all the Scrip
tures, stands us in good stead.
Christ is our friend. He is Divine, to he
sure. But He is also human. He is one of us.
He is our Brother. And prayer is the process
by which we pursue our desire to know bet
ter and to love more realistically, Christ, our
Friend and our Brother.
In the beginnings of a prayer life by which
we hope to add a personal dimension to the
public work of the Church’s worship, we
ought to have solid food for conversation
with Christ. Basically, we listen to the Divine
voice as He speaks to us through Sacred
Scripture, either as it is read in the assembly
or as it comes to us through private reading.
Many find it helpful to use as a supplementa
ry aid in this department, spiritual books
written by professional theologians. These
books digest and expand and clarify the
meaning of the Word and in this way provide
to the uninitiated more readily usable matter
for conversation with the Lord.
A spontaneous feature of the prayer by
which man searches out truth and love and
grace deep in the mystery of the Divine, is
the readiness on the part of man to make
God’s mind his mind and to submit His will
to God’s will, and to imitate, without anxiety
or protest, the life of his Divine Friend and
his human Brother.
In order to grow in the spirit of spon
taneous prayer and to accomplish its purpose
of making us more and more like Christ, it is
necessary for us to approach God with de
tachment and serenity. Without detachment
we will not be able to see the God of the
forest tor all the trees of self-interest obscur
ing our vision. Without serenity we will not
hear the soft voice of the Invisible Father —
or understand it. Our frequent excitement
and our continually disturbed state of soul,
even on the quiet fringe of heaven’s court,
should be signs to us that we are still taking
the play away from the supreme Lord of
truth and love. When our pursuit of God is
genuinely prayerful and fully self-less we
can expect that God will hear our voice and
speak to us with tenderness and show ns the
immeasurable wonders of the life He wishes
to share with us forever.

The Fathers sp e a k to us

On the Ideal
Of Universal Peace
(One of a series on the Fathers and Today)
By Peter Canisius
The Fathers of the Church should be
regarded as the best protagonists of world
peace under world law, for they lived under
the only regime that insured that dispensation
to the Western world. With inconsiderable
exceptions, they welcomed the Roman Empire
as a peace-making force, which allowed the
Gospel to be propagated everywhere. They
knew that Christianity could get along without
the Roman Empire, but they did not rejoice in
its fall. They valued too much the good it
brought of universal peace for that.
Prudentius, the great poet among the
Fathers, sings the praise of the peace that the
Empire had brought as a counter-argument to
Symmachus, a pagan controversialist who
said that Rome had been made great through
the old gods. At the same time, he shows that
this peace was the will of Christ:
Here is how Prudentius explains the rise of
the Roman Empire: “ ShaU I tell you, Roman,
what cause it was that so exalted your labors,
what it was that nursed your glory to such a
height of fame that it has put rein and bridle
on the world? God, wishing to bring into
partnership peoples of different speech and
realms of discordant manners, determined
that all the civilized world should be
harnessed to one ruling power and bear gentle

bonds in harmony under the yoke, so that love
of their religion should hold men’s hearts in

union.
“ For no bond is made that is worthy of
Christ unless unity of spirit leagues together
the nations it associates. Only concord knows
_God; it alone worships the beneficent Father
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aright in peace. The untroubled harmony of
human union wins His favor for the world; by
division it drives Him away; with cruel
warfare it makes Him wroth; it satisfies Him
with the offering of peace and holds Him fast
with quietness and brotherly love. In all lands
bounded by the western ocean and lightened
by Dawn, the raging war-goddess was
throwing all humanity into confusion and
arming savage hands to wound each other.
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A. As to the first question, the belief in the proxi
mity of the Second Coming could not exclude a belief
in purgatory, since it would still be true that people
could die before Christ came, and thus suffer purga
torial detention.
As to the opinion of the Apostles about the proxi
mity of the Second Coming, please note that, to the
extent that it was held, it was an opinion, never a
dogmatic decree forming part of revealed doctrine.
When the Apostles saw the Lord for the last time,
and asked Him when the end of the world was to be,
He told them in words that left no doubt about the
question that the time of the end was a thing concern
ing which the Church could have no exact knowledge
(cf. Acts 1, 6).
In Holy Writ the human author is not denied the
right to express a personal opinion or essay a conjec
ture. In that case the only thing that is infallibly true
is that he expressed an opinion of his own. When he
makes a doctrinal statement without fear of error
God stands behind that statement. God never guar
anteed just when the end of the world would come.

Q.. Where in the Gosnel
Gospel did Our Lord teach the
0
Apostles the Our Father?
A. The prayer is found substantially as we recite
it in Matthew vi, 9-13. A shorter form is given in Luke
xi, 2-4.

Dating Non-Catholics
Q. Is it an occasion of sin to date a non-Catholic?
Should parents stop their children from this dating?
A. It is not in itself an occasion of sin for a Catho
lic to keep company with a non-Catholic of the oppo
site sex, knowing that this may result in marriage.
But both the persons involved and their parents
should realize that mixed marriages are more likely
to turn out badly than marriages of two Catholics,
and that the Catholic party in a mixed marriage is in
greater danger of succumbing to religious indiffer
ence.
Parents should concern themselves about the
character of the young people their teen-agers date,
and they should discourage dating with non-Catholics, at least where suitable Catholics are around.
Where the non-Catholic, because of his character or
the peculiar nature of his religion, might pose a spe
cial danger to the faith of the Catholic partner, such
dating should be prohibited.

Why Altar Flowers?
Q. Why do parishes purchase costly flowers to
adorn the altar at certain seasons, when Our Lord
chose a manger to teach us poverty?
A. Our Lord also rebuked those who thought a
woman’ s gift of costly ointment for His feet was a
pure waste (Mark xiv, 4).
Churches need not be luxuriantly furnished, but
flowers for the altar need not cost too much, and they
add to the beauty that befits a house of God. “ I have
loved the beauty of Thy house, 0 Lord, and the place
where Thy glory dwelleth” (Psalm xxv, 8).

What Is a Jew?
Q. Are the Jews a religion or a nation? Did they
have a country of their own?
A. The Jews are not strictly a race or a nation in
the modern sense of the word. Loosely speaking, they
are descendants of Abraham, the founder of the
people who for 2,000 years were to be the bearers of
divine revelation. It is this connection, by carnal de
scent, with Abraham, or with Abraham’ s grandson,
Israel, that gives the Jews character as a people, al
though in the course of time many became Jews who
were not actual descendants of Israel.
The Jewish people would not have existed except
for the Jewish religion, although today more people
are accounted Jews than have fixed religious beliefs.
The ancient religion of Israel survives most distinc
tly in the Orthodox Jews, although even they do not
have a priesthood or sacrifices, which were integral
to ancient Judaism.
According to the clear words of St. Paul (Rom.
xi, 25-32), the Jews will accept Christ as their Mes
siah before the end of the world.
The country once owned by the Jews was a strip
of land along the Eastern Mediterranean and the
Arabian desert, measuring some 150 miles from
north to south and about 80 miles wide. It lost its in
dependence shortly before the time of Christ, and a
century afterwards most Jews were forced to leave
it. Part of it has been re-established as the modern
State of Israel.

Did Adam A nd Eve Know?
A. Did Adam and Eve, when they disobeyed
God, know the effect their sin would have on the
whole human race? I feel that if they had known the
consequences this would have influenced their judg
ment against their sin.

“ To curb this frenzy God taught the nations
everywhere to bow their heads under the same
laws and become Romans . . . A common law
made them equals and bound them by a single
name, bringing the conquered into bonds of
brotherhood. We live in countries the most
diverse like fellow-citizens of the same blood
dwelling within the single ramparts of their
native city, and all united in an ancestral
home.
“ Regions far apart, shores separated by the
sea, now meet together in appearing before
one common court of law, in the way of trade
. . . they gather to one thronged market, in the
way of wedlock they unite in legal marriage
with a spouse of another country . . . For the
time of Christ’ s coming, be assured, was the
way prepared which the general good will of
peace among us had just built under the rule of
Rome”
(A
Reply to the Address of
Symmachus (585-620), translated for Loeb
Classical Library by H. J. Thomson).
In this eulogy, Prudentius teaches us three
things, which more than ever we must learn
today: Peace is the will of God; the Christian
life cannot thrive without peace; consequently
world peace, brought about by world order,
must be a Christian aim.

Q. How could the primitive Church believe in a
purgatory when the fifst Christians thought that the
end of the world would come in their lifetime? Also,
how could the Scriptures be inerrant when the Apos
tles, especially St. Paul, believed that the Second
Coming of Christ would come soon?

#

In approaching the presence of God we
must realize that God is God. This is the
same as saying God is good; God is loving;
God has us deep in His heart. As Abbe Evely
says, “ Man’s hunger for God is as nothing
compared with God’s hunger for man. We
would hot be searching for Him if He had not
already found us.” If I cannot forget myself
and my petty demands and my selfish piety
in the presence of Love itself, then I am large
ly hopeless and I should immediately ask
of heaven that I may see and that I may
love.

S i, P eter’s D oors

Wrong on Second Coming?

Listen to Divine Voice
So You M a y Answer Christ 'Our Father'in cospeu

Prayer is the deep communion of a hu
man soul with God. It consists of conversa
tion with the Father — speaking and listen
ing. The most important element in the hope
ful climate of this conversation with the
heavenly Father is: love. It is necessary for
us to make prayer as self-less as possible. If
we do not make it genuinely self-less — and
many of us do not — we show that we do not
understand either God or prayer, or, for that
matter, ourselves.

“ Take me,” he said to the
astonished Moslems, “ to your
leader, the sultan, for I bear
tidings of great moment.”
Led to the sultan, who was
curious to learn what news
this Christian emissary could
have, Francis said: “ I bring
you the good tidings of man’s
redemption. Christ the Sav
iour died for all men and
opened for them the gates of
heaven. His love embraces all
and His religion is one of
universal love. His command
ment is twofold: ‘Love God
with your whole hearts and
your neighbor as yourself.
God is love and He wants His
children to love all men, even
their enemies.’ ”
In
this
vein
Francis
continued for some time. The
sultan listened in amazement
not only at the preaching but
also at the absolute fearless
ness of the preacher, armed
only with innocence and love.

Protestant parishes are instructed in the central affirmations
of orthodox Christianity. Indeed, many of these catechumens,
to be utterly frank, emerge with a better grasp of doctrine
than some of their Roman Catholic counterparts do — or, at
least, did when instruction dealt more with pious practice than
with orthodox faith. This vast agreement of Protestant
churches and dergy with the doctrinal consensus of all of
Christendom does not make news, and hostile editors do not
pounce upon it with glee.
But it does make confessing Christians and faithful mis
sionaries. The record of Protestant confession of the faith the
missionary dedication — as dramatized recently in the Congo
— is as shining a page as there is in the history of Christian
discipleship. “ Teaching them to observe all things” was the
command of the risen Lord to His Church, and both Christian
doctrine and Christian witness are the form of obedience to
that command. It is a slander and a sin against the Eighth
Commandment to forget that this obedience has not been
restricted to any one form of Christian history.
In the continuing dialogue confronting Catholics and nonCatholics alike, the “ Register” is presenting one of the most
distinguished Protestant theologians in America, Professor Jar
oslav Pelikan. W e should weigh the opinions of others with
fitting courtesy and Professor Pelikan is eminently qualified
to present the Lutheran position in a dialogue.

Life of the spirit

God's Indwelling Presence
By Rev. A. O’Brien, Ph.D.
The University of
Notre Dame

P. O. Box 1620, Denver, Colorado

and some Protestant spokesmen seem determined to do every
thing they can to sustain the impression that Protestantism is
synonymous with indifference to doctrine. “ Deeds not creeds”
is itself a creed, whose orthodoxy is defended with as much
conviction and as much shrillness as any creed of the ancient
Fathers. What is more, Protestant churches sometimes make
their self-definition quite explicit by identifying what they
stand for and what they put up with.
One clear and distinguishing mark of any group’s self
definition must surely be the limits it places on membership.
And there are more than a few Protestant groups that will
stand for heresy of the rankest sort but denounce alcohol une
quivocally, or allow their young people to deny the Real Pres
ence in the Eucharist but not to dance.
There are likewise individual Protestant churchmen and
theologians who feel called upon to revise the dogma of the
Church and seemingly to take the attitude that anything goes
except the teachings of the Fathers and the decrees of the
Councils. It sometimes seems that every time a Protestant
theologian is quoted in the press (whether the secular press or
the Catholic press) it is because of his denial of some basic
doctrine.
.But every Sunday in thousands upon thousands of Protes
tant pulpits the Trinitarian faith of the Christian Church is
preached and taught, and the children and catechumens of

A. Every sin is by its nature selfish, and one
bent on sin will rarely be deterred by the thought of
what it will do to others.
Adam and Eve, being endowed with the intel
ligence suitable to our first parents, certainly knew
that if they sinned grave consequences would befall
them, and they knew, at least confusedly, that their
sin would react on their children.
They, like everyone else, were able to sin by af
fecting ignorance, succumbing to Satan’ s suggestion
that God did not mean, or was not able, to punish
their offense. Nobody clearly sees all the consequen
ces of sin; otherwise he would not commit sin.

Number of Venial Sins

A p« A n n iv e rsa ry Look
Westminster Abbey gleams *“ something
like its original splendor in anticipation of its
900th anniversary year starting t‘ ec. 28. Tons
of grime were removed from the stonework,

Q. In confessing venial sins, is it necessary to
say how many times?
A. It is not necessary to mention venial sins at
all, and therefore not the exact number if they are
mentioned, but it is certainly more useful and benefi
cial to tell the closest number possible.
^'1
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and there has been repainting and regilding,
I
Many letters, for various reasons, canno be answered in|
The Abbey was a Benedictine foundation until I this column. Where a personal answer is mportant, name I
seized by Henry VII. Pillaging at that time did I and address should be included.
....... .
T: iinmlilllllllllhilllllllil.r-:
not do it essential damage.
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