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Love does such things

H

ow could God, who exists outside of time, enter into time
and take on a human body?
The great theologian Father Romano
Guardini said he tried to intellectually understand this and failed. But a
breakthrough happened for him when
a friend made a remark that struck his
heart.
At Christmas, we receive a gift that
is at the same time mysterious and
profound. And the fact that Jesus’
birth occurred 2,000 years ago adds to
the mystery. If you went to Christmas
Mass during the day you heard St. John
describe the Son of God’s entrance
into the world. “In the beginning was
the Word,” he wrote, “and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All
things came to be through him, and
without him nothing came to be.”
In his book The Lord, Father Guardini explains the Gospel passage by
saying, “Let us consider carefully what
this means: the everlasting, infinite
Creator not only reigns over the world
but, at a specific ‘moment,’ crossed an
unimaginable borderline and personally
entered into history; he the inaccessibly
remote one!” It is easier to think of God
as just “up there,” Father Guardini says,
but instead he freely chose to enter into
our imperfect reality.
That led him to write: “Before such an
unheard of thought the intellect bogs
down.” In our day, it’s difficult for most
of us to see beyond the materialistic rituals that are marketed as Christmas, let
alone contemplate the deeper truths of
God’s entrance into the world.
Father Guardini was able to move
beyond his intellectual impasse when a
friend made a remark that we all should
contemplate. “But love does such
things!” his friend said. The comment

did not explain anything further to his
intellect, but it aroused his heart and
enabled it “to feel its way to the secrecy
of God. The mystery is not understood,
but it does move nearer …” (The Lord, p.
18).
We know that in order to understand a person or the world around us,
we must ask what its purpose is. This
holds true whether we are talking about
water, sunlight, a tree, you, me, and
even the Son of God. Jesus’ purpose in
becoming a man was to make known
the heart of the Father and carry out his
will; it was to make love known. St. John
confirms this truth in his Gospel, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him might not perish but might have
eternal life” (John 3:16).
When we celebrate Christmas, we
praise and adore God the Father for
sending Jesus to us, for placing his
divine love and power squarely in our
midst. As we pray and think about how
a child grew into a man who carried
out this mission, seeking the will of the
Father, each of us should reflect on what
the mission is that God has given us and
how we are carrying it out.
Every one of us has a God-given calling – a vocation that, if we faithfully
fulfill it, brings his presence into the
world and brings his kingdom nearer.
Before Jesus was born, St. John wrote,
“No one has ever seen God. The only
Son, God, who is at the Father’s side,
has revealed him” (John 1:18). This was
the mission that fulfilled through his
ministry, and his Passion, Death and
Resurrection.
Now, each of us is commissioned
through our baptism with the joyful
charge of making the love of the Father
known to the world. In the fifth century,
Pope St. Leo the Great preached in one

“

Our Lord, victor over sin and death, finding no
man free from sin, came to free us all.”

of his Christmas homilies: “Sadness
should have no place on the birthday
of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the
promise of eternal happiness. No one is
shut out from this joy; all share the same
reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor
over sin and death, finding no man free
from sin, came to free us all.”
Pope Francis reinforced the relevance of this teaching for our time
when he opened the Holy Door at St.
John Lateran and preached, “This
third Sunday of Advent draws our gaze
toward Christmas, which is now close.
We cannot let ourselves be taken in by

POPE ST. LEO THE GREAT

weariness; sadness in any form is not
allowed, even though we have reason
(for sadness), with many concerns and
the many forms of violence which hurt
our humanity. The coming of the Lord,
however, must fill our hearts with joy.”
We have joy because, as Father Guardini reminds us, “love does such things.”
In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, I pray
that you will know this same joy, which
comes from opening yourself to the
truth of who you are before the Father,
receiving his inexhaustible mercy, and
bringing it to others. May the tender
love of the Trinity bless you and your
families this Christmas!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 9-10: Pastoral visit to Windsor and Ault
Jan. 9: Mass, St. Mary, Ault (6 p.m.)
Jan. 10: Mass, Our Lady of the Valley, Windsor (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.)
Jan. 16: Mass before Denver March for Life, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(11:30 a.m.)
Jan. 21: Mass for Rural Life, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (12:10 p.m.)
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila shares smiles with 6-month-old Josie Lambert
at the Curia Employee Christmas party. PHOTO BY KATIE LAMBERT

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | DECEMBER 26, 2015-JANUARY 8, 2016

Vatican Notes

It’s oﬃcial! Mother Teresa to be canonized
BY CNA/EWTN NEWS

A

fter months of anticipation, the
miracle allowing for the canonization of Bl. Mother Teresa of
Calcutta has officially been approved by
the Vatican, though as of now no specific
date for the event has been given.
Rumors of the canonization have
been building for months. However,
the Vatican made it official in a Dec. 18
communique, which also recognized the
heroic virtue of Fr. Giuseppe Ambrosoli
of the Comboni Missionaries of the Heart
of Jesus, giving him the title “Venerable.”
Though Pope Francis met with Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints,
mere days ago to advance several causes

of canonization, including an American,
he met with the cardinal again in a private
audience on his birthday, Dec. 17.
In the course of the meeting the
Pope accepted the miracle attributed to
Mother Teresa of a Brazilian man inexplicably cured of brain abscesses.
Although no plans are official, Cardinal
Amato has previously suggested Sept. 4,
2016, which is being observed as a jubilee
day for workers and volunteers of mercy,
as a possible canonization date, since it is
close to Sept. 5, the sister’s feast day and
the anniversary of her death.
In September, Father Caetano Rizzi,
the Vicar for Canonic affairs in the Brazilian diocese of Santos and the Promoter
of Justice for the miracle, told CNA that
the Pope was interested in canonizing

If we have no peace, it is because
we have forgotten that we belong
to each other. — MOTHER TERESA

Mother Teresa during the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, which is underway through Nov.
20, 2016.
In his Dec. 17 meeting with Cardinal
Amato, Pope Francis also approved of the
heroic virtue of Fr. Adolfo of the Institute
of the Brothers of Christian Schools, as
well as that of layman Enrico Hahn.
Mother Teresa was born Agnes Gonxha
Bojaxhiu Aug. 26, 1910, in Skopje, Macedonia. The youngest of three children,
she attended a youth group run by a
Jesuit priest called Sodality, which eventually opened her to the call of service as
a missionary sister.
She joined the Sisters of Loretto at age
17 and was sent to Calcutta, where she
taught at a high school. After contracting tuberculosis, she was sent to rest in
Darjeeling, and it was on the way that she
received what she called “an order” from
God to leave the convent and live among
the poor.
The Vatican granted her permission to
leave the Sisters of Loretto and to live her
new call under the guidance of the Archbishop of Calcutta.
After she left her convent, Mother
Teresa began working in the slums,
teaching poor children, and treating the

sick in their homes. A year later, some
of her former students joined her, and
together they took in men, women and
children who were dying in the gutters
along the streets.
In 1950, the Missionaries of Charity
were born as a congregation of the Diocese of Calcutta. In 1952, the government
granted them a house from which to continue their mission of serving Calcutta’s
poor and forgotten.
The congregation quickly grew from a
single house for the dying and unwanted
to nearly 500 houses around the world.
Mother Teresa set up homes for prostitutes, battered women, orphanages for
poor children and houses for those suffering from AIDS.
She was a fierce defender of the unborn,
and is known to have said, “If you hear of
some woman who does not want to keep
her child and wants to have an abortion,
try to persuade her to bring him to me. I
will love that child, seeing in him the sign
of God’s love.”
She died Sept. 5, 1997, and was beatified
just six years later by St. John Paul II, on
Oct. 19, 2003.

Mercy Chose Me
A conference on living the Jubilee Year of Mercy

Join Dr. Ted Sri and Fr. John Ignatius, SCJ, who
will discuss the meaning of the Jubilee Year and
how to live a spirituality of mercy.

JANUARY 23, 2016
Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish Hall

Be inspired by the merciful life and witness of
Julia Greeley, Colorado’s own “Angel of Charity.”

Northglenn, CO
Mass at 8:00 a.m.,
Conference
9:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m.

PHOTO BY MANFRED FERRARI, 2003

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Martin Hetzel, relieved of duties at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center and appointed
deacon at Nativity Parish in Broomfield, effective Jan. 1, 2016
Deacon Gregory “Dusty” Martin, granted retirement from active ministry at St. Pius X effective Jan. 1,
2016

Visit archden.org/mercy
to register for this exciting event.
(303) 715-3207
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‘God is not
indifferent’

A Kurdish Peshmerga soldier passes by tires set afire days before by
ISIS extremists to hinder airstrikes on Nov. 15, 2015 in Sinjar, Iraq. (PHOTO BY
JOHN MOORE/GETTY IMAGES)

BY AARON LAMBERT

W

303-715-3138
aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

e live in a scary world. Try as
we may to deny it, flipping on
any news channel will confirm
this. It seems every day is met with a new
act of violence, and that there is more evil
occurring in the world than there is good.
Now is perhaps a more crucial time
than ever to pray for peace in the world.
Jan. 1 brings with it not only the New
Year and the Solemnity of the Mother
of God, but also the World Day of Peace.
Pope Francis declared the theme for the
2016 World Day of Peace as “Overcome
indifference and win peace.” In his message regarding the World day of Peace,
he spoke of the many conflicts occurring
around the world as a third world war
sorts.
“Sadly, war and terrorism, accompanied by kidnapping, ethnic or religious
persecution and the misuse of power,
marked the past year from start to finish.
In many parts of the world, these have
become so common as to constitute a
real ‘third world war fought piecemeal’,”
he said.
Tying in with the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
the Holy Father encouraged Christians to
“have a humble and compassionate heart,
one capable of proclaiming and witnessing to mercy,” and spoke of building a
culture of solidarity and mercy to overcome indifference in the world.
These indifferences are many and
varied. The following are brief updates

on some of the atrocities and tragedies
occurring around the world.
THE MIDDLE EAST AND ISIS

There’s really no easy way to thoroughly explain the root of the conflicts
happening in the Middle East, but it helps
to focus on a few key elements.
First and foremost, the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria, more commonly known
as ISIS, is reaping terror not only in the
Middle East but all over the world to exert
their power and achieve their ends. These
ends are many and varied, but in simple
terms, their most important short-term
political goal is making Iraq and Syria a
unified Sunni Islamic state, thus destroying the democratic process and creating
tumultuous political imbalance.
The end goal, however, is to establish
a global caliphate; an Islamic world government run by a caliph, or a political
and religious successor to the prophet
Muhammad. In this case, the caliph
would be Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the
leader of ISIS.
From a purely religious standpoint,
ISIS is literally seeking to bring about
the apocalypse; in fact, they view themselves as key instigators of it. In What
ISIS Really Wants, a comprehensive
piece published by The Atlantic detailing
the motives of ISIS, author Graeme Wood
writes, “We can gather that [ISIS] rejects
peace as a matter of principle; that it hungers for genocide...and that it considers
itself a harbinger of—and headline player
in—the imminent end of the world.”
To do this, they are systematically

wiping out Christians and all others who
don’t subscribe to their extremist beliefs
in Syria and the surrounding regions,
causing a massive displacement of citizens. As a result, refugees are fleeing
to nearby nations such as Lebanon and
Turkey, and even as far as London and the
U.S. to escape the violence.
It is a dire situation that demands
worldwide cooperation and unification,
not only to defeat ISIS, but to provide
refuge to those who seek it.
PARIS

ISIS has been responsible for two
terror attacks in Paris in 2015: one at the
headquarters of French satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo on Jan. 7, and another
at several locations in the city of Paris on
Nov. 13. Collectively, 141 people were
killed, and hundreds more were injured.
The Nov. 13 attacks on Paris were carried out in retaliation to French airstrikes
on ISIS targets in Syria and Iraq. The
president of France, Francois Hollande,
called the attacks by ISIS an “act of war”
against the country of France.
Of the Nov. 13 attacks on Paris, Pope
Francis expressed his “deep sorrow for
the terrorist attacks which...covered
France in blood.”
“Such barbarity leaves us shocked and
makes us wonder how the human heart
can conceive such horrible events, which
have shaken not only France but the
entire world,” he said.
The Jan. 7 attack on the Charlie Hebdo
headquarters was carried out in response
to the magazine’s history of lampooning

the prophet Muhammad, who is a central
figure in the religion of Islam.
Pope Francis denounced the attacks,
saying “one cannot offend, make war, kill
in the name of one’s own religion,” and
that “religious fundamentalism...eliminates God himself, turning him into a
mere ideological pretext.”
However, he also expressed his opposition to insulting the faith of others as
Charlie Hebdo does and said such acts
cannot be done without expecting some
sort of retaliation.
“It’s normal. You cannot provoke. You
cannot insult the faith of others,” he said.
Clarifying the Pope’s comments, the
Vatican press office later said that “the
Pope’s expression is in no way intended
to be interpreted as justification for the
violence and terror that took place in
Paris last week.”
“Violence begets violence. Pope Francis has not advocated violence with his
words,” they said.
NORTHERN AFRICA AND BOKO
HARAM

Though not as widely publicized as
ISIS, Boko Haram is just as dangerous, if
not more so, than their Middle Eastern
counterpart.
Also called the Islamic State’s West’s
Africa Province (ISWAP), Boko Haram
is working to achieve the same ends as
ISIS. Both groups are equally extreme
and deadly in their ideologies, but when
speaking of pure death tolls caused by
each group, Boko Haram is actually deadlier than ISIS. A recent piece published
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by The Independent in the U.K. states that
Boko Haram was responsible for 6,644
deaths in 2014, as compared with 6,073
carried out by ISIS the same year.
Boko Haram is based in Nigeria, where
they carry out most of their attacks, primarily in the northeast regions. Their
targets are mainly those who do not
agree with their ideology, whether they
be Christians, police, politicians or even
those adhering to different Muslim traditions. They currently operate under the
leadership of Abubakar Shekau, who was
appointed leader of Boko Haram after the
groups founder, Mohammed Yusuf, was
killed in 2009.
In March, Boko Haram pledged allegiance to Islamic State in the Middle
East, making them a part of the greater
ISIS caliphate.
A news report by BBC said that “northern Nigeria has a history of spawning
militant Islamist groups, but Boko Haram
has outlived them and has proved to be
far more lethal and resilient.” The CIA
estimates their fighting force at around
9,000 men, and they’ve gained significant
amounts of weapons and money through
their raids on military bases and banks,
the report said.
In “The Church’s Enemy Number
One: Boko Haram,” an article appearing
in issue 78 of the Christian culture periodical Relevant Magazine, the atrocities
Boko Haram commits against Christians in particular are detailed, including
assimilating captured Christians into
a fundamentalist Muslim lifestyle and
attacking Christians in surprise massacres at night. In April 2014, Boko Haram
committed one of their most heinous acts
to date when they kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in Nigeria. Many of the girls remain
imprisoned by the terror group to this
day.

WESTERN AFRICA AND EBOLA

Ebola broke out in West Africa in 2014.
According to a report by the BBC, the
most likely patient zero for the disease
was a toddler in a small village in Guinea.
The child played in a hollow tree which
was later discovered to host a species of
bat known to carry the Ebola virus. Ebola
is spread through bodily fluids, and it is
most likely the child encountered bat
feces in the tree.
There have been several Ebola outbreaks since the discovery of the disease
in 1976. However up until 2014, the largest
outbreak was in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Around 300 people were
infected and only 20 survived. The latest
outbreak killed over 11,000 people and
left around 1,700 survivors, which raises
important questions about what the lingering effects of Ebola are.
According to Doctors Without Borders,
75 percent of Ebola survivors describe
debilitating side effects even months
after the disease is gone. Patients suffer
from eye problems, extreme fatigue and
joint pain. Scientists have found the
Ebola virus in the eyes, breastmilk and
possibly the semen of those declared
cured from the disease. However, the
lack of new infections indicates that these
individuals are likely not very contagious
to others, although new mothers who
survived have been warned away from
breastfeeding, if possible.
The biggest problem facing those who
have recovered from Ebola is stigmatization. They often struggle to find jobs, and
are ostracized due to lingering fear over
the disease. Unfortunately, now that the
epidemic has slowed, funds to help survivors and study the long-term effects of
Ebola have become less popular.

CELEBRATE LIFE WITH US

January 15-16
YOUTH RALLY
Middle and High School Students!
Friday, January 15, 2016 | 6 pm - 9 pm
Bishop Machebeuf High School
458 Uinta Way, Denver, CO 80230
SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
Sisters of Life
Christ in the City Missionaries
Students for Life
Servants of Christ Jesus
Nashville Dominicans
St. John Vianney Seminary Vigil Praise Team

MARCH TO CELEBRATE LIFE
Saturday, January 16, 2016 | 11:30 am - 3 pm
Downtown Denver

A woman holds a sign as other protesters gather outside Nigeria House in
London, England to mark the one year anniversary since a group of Nigerian
schoolgirls were abducted. Two hundred and seventy-six schoolgirls were
abducted from their boarding school on April 14, 2014, in the town of Chibok
in northeastern Borno, Nigeria. The abductions sparked protests around
the world calling for the release of the girls who continue to be held by the
militant group Boko Haram. (PHOTO BY DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES)

SCHEDULE:
11:30 am - Masses Downtown at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
Holy Ghost | St. Elizabeth of Hungary
12:30 pm - Processions to the Capitol
1:00 pm - Rally at the Capitol
2:00 pm - March for Life.
Register your school, church, family and friends today at

liferockymountains.org
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Around the Archdiocese

Responding to refugees in radical love
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

W

ith so many opposing voices
regarding the Syrian refugee
crisis in America, it’s hard to
know how to react.
On one end of the spectrum, people
such as President Barack Obama are
vehemently defending America’s role
in housing and providing for Syrian refugees, stating that we “must do more to
accommodate refugees,” whereas others,
such as Presidential candidate Donald
Trump, are starkly against allowing any
Syrian refugees to enter the U.S., for fear
of threats to national security.
Of course, Syrian refugees aren’t the
only refugees entering our borders.
People from all over the world, including
Africa, Asia and other parts of the Middle
East are seeking refuge in the U.S., trying
to escape the terrible circumstances they
find themselves living in.
It’s easy to fall into either side of
these camps, but how are Catholics
called to respond to refugees? Several
local churches are providing practical

examples of what Catholics can do to
assist refugees in compassionate and realistic ways.
ST. RAFKA MISSION OF HOPE AND
MERCY

Father Andre Mahanna, pastor of St.
Rafka Maronite Church in Lakewood, is
a man on a mission. Born and raised in
Lebanon, the refugee crisis, and particularly the persecution of Christians in the
Middle East, hits very close to home for
him.
“The Christian presence is being cut off
in the lands of the Middle East at the very
regions where Christianity first began,”
Father Mahanna said in a St. Rafka press
release.
Many refugees from Iraq and Syria
are fleeing to Father Mahanna’s homeland of Lebanon to escape the terrible
violence wrought by the Islamic State.
In response to this, he founded St. Rafka
Mission of Hope and Mercy in May of this
year, whose mission is to act “as a prophet
who warns and educates, a soldier who
protects and saves, a good samaritan who
ministers and restores, and an apostle of
Christ who is a peacemaker and herald of

We would like to thank the supporters who made it possible to send almost
900 deserving fans to

CATHOLIC FAMILIES NIGHT
WITH THE DENVER NUGGETS
Catholic Families Night Committee:
Bill Hanzlik, Tom Sauer, Karna Swanson and Jeff Stemper
$1,000 Supporters
John & Lisa Harpole
Hercules Industries
Tom & Molly Sauer
Bill Ficke
Henry & Lori Gordon
WJD Foundation
Mike & Pam Anderson
Bill Keefe
B & K MacDonald

$500 Supporters
Vern & Robbie Swanson
Hustead Law Firm
Citywide Bank
Jeff & Patrice Giacchino
Barry Amman
Bill & Mary Beth Hanzlik
Innovest
Jon Stemper Insurance
St. Sebastian B.O.D.

Monitronics
Sam Reese
David & Susan Packer
Steve & Nancy Markel
IMA, Inc.
David & Annette Jewell
Tim & Angie Romani
Steve & Patricia Corder
R & K Hammond

Thank you from the Saint Sebastian Project - helping kids in Denver's Catholic schools
play sports and have fun.

Father Andre Mahanna, pastor of St. Rafka Maronie Church, speaks about
persecuted Christians in the Middle East at the Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast
on May 15. Father Mahanna has created the Mission of Hope and Mercy in an
effort to help refugees and others who have been affected by the violence in
the Middle East. (PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC)

the Good News.”
St. Rafka Mission of Hope and Mercy
provides food, medicine, clothing and
hygiene supplies to refugees seeking aid
in Lebanon. Father Mahanna has a team
of people on the ground in Lebanon who
are in constant communication with
him, reporting back what is going on and
informing him about the situation in the
Middle East.
Father Mahanna believes it is better to
help refugees where they reside, rather
than bringing them to foreign lands
where they could be alienated and cast
into an environment where they can’t
live comfortably.
“Helping them in their place is a sign of
greater love,” he said.
Sometimes, though, it’s just not feasible
to leave refugees where they are. Father
Mahanna understands this, and he has
provided care and shelter for refugees
here in Denver. He recently brought a
young Iraqi woman to Denver, where she
is currently in the process of becoming a
U.S. citizen. She wants to become a doctor
so she can help her family and friends in
Iraq, she said.
Father Mahanna asked that her identity remain anonymous for the safety of
her and her family.
This woman’s story is a hard one
to hear, but one that’s unfortunately
common among many Christian Iraqi
and Syrian refugees. She fled her home on
Aug. 6, 2014, to escape from ISIS forces.
She recalled standing on a rooftop, counting the bombs passing over her head. She
and other refugees walked for a day in 115
degree Farenheit temperature on what
she called a “road of death.” They became
hopeful when they were approached by
an ambulance, only to discover the vehicle had been confiscated by Islamic State
forces. There was a massacre, she said.
St. Rafka Mission of Hope and Mercy

seeks to provide help to refugees such as
this woman and others like her. Through
inter-faith and ecumenical cooperation,
Father Mahanna hopes to be a united
front in assisting refugees in the Middle
East and protecting them from the horrors of ISIS.
“We are more than a charity mission;
we are the Body of Christ in action,” he
said.
For more information about St. Rafka
Mission of Hope and Mercy and to
find ways to get involved, visit http://
savechristianmiddleeast.org.
QUEEN OF VIETNAMESE MARTYRS

Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs Parish in
Wheat Ridge helps refugees from Myanmar every year by holding a winter coat
and clothing drive. A deadly civil war
between at least 15 different factions has
been raging for decades in Myanmar,
making for very dangerous living conditions and forcing citizens to flee to other
countries in order to escape the violence.
Thu Cao, a leader of the AGAPE youth
group at Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs,
first got involved in helping Myanmar
refugees in 2009. She met a seminarian
at St. John Vianney Seminary who was
studying to become a priest in Myanmar,
and he would help refugee families from
Myanmar by interpreting for them, since
none of them spoke English, Cao said.
“Most of them were from rural areas in
the country so they were very poor,” she
said. “Civil wars made the country unsafe.
They came to the United States seeking
a better life. The winter of 2009 was the
first time we met the families and many of
them saw snow for the first time.”
She said there were about 25 families in
Denver at the time and a lot of children.
They held a coat drive that year to provide
winter clothing for the families, and the
following summer, they donated school
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Syrian refugee families
arrive at their new
homes on the Isle of
Bute on Dec. 4, 2015,
in Rothesay, Isle of
Bute, Scotland. The Isle
of Bute is welcoming
15 Syrian refugee
families as part of the
governments plan to
give refuge to 20,000
refugees in the U.K. by
2020. The Isle of Bute,
on the Cowal peninsular,
has a population of
6,498, which swells in
the summer months due
to tourism. The island
has been nicknamed the
‘Madeira of Scotland’
(PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER FURLONG/
GETTY IMAGES)

supplies to the children. Both ministries
continue to this day.
This year, their coat drive provided for
over 150 families.
“I was blown away when I heard that
number,” Cao said.
Cao has a personal connection to helping Myanmar refugees because she, too,
was a refugee over 40 years ago, she said.
She was born in Vietnam one month
before the fall of Saigon, when the communist party took over the country in
1975. Her family fled the country and
eventually ended up in a refugee camp
in Arkansas. Families from a Methodist

church in Denver sponsored her family,
and she’s been here ever since.
Cao has walked in the same shoes as
the people she’s helping, and said that
Christians need to fight reservations with
helping others and just do it.
“As Christians, we are taught to love
one another without reservations,” she
said. “We need God’s constant help to
remind us that we are all the same, no
matter where we come from. We all need
to help one way or another.”
For more information and to get
involved, visit http://projectworthmore.
org.

Merry Christmas!

We want to give you
an Auto Loan Rate of Limited Time

2.49% APR

Offer for DC
Readers

*

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations
today!

Simplify the car
buying process with
our Automotive
Partners.
Visit www.nufcu.com
for more info.

Bringing Catholic
Values to Financial
Services
A member of the AGAPE youth group at Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs carries
a box full of winter clothing during their winter clothing drive. They donate
the clothes to refugees from Myanmar living in Denver as a result of the
violence occurring in their homeland. (PHOTO PROVIDED BY LILY DAM)

Disclosure
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The 2.49% interest rate will be based on creditworthiness, loan term, and with an approved credit (W.A.C.)
Borrowers credit score must be 680 and above to receive the 2.49% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to
exceed 45%. You must purchase an Auto Loan between 12/01/2015 - 12/31/2015. The loan MUST be closed at one of
our convenient locations. Offer not valid for refinances, recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business purposes.
Other offers or discounts DO NOT apply. Credit Union membership is required to obtain a loan; new members welcomed.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Centro gets new center for prayer
Construction of the new oratory at Centro San Juan Diego has finally been
completed, and to honor the occasion, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila celebrated
a special dedication Mass blessing the new oratory on Dec. 9. Below are photos
from the Mass and afterwards. (PHOTO BY ANYA SEMENOFF/DENVER CATHOLIC)

WE WANT TO HELP
YOU WITH YOUR

YEAR-END GIVING
Have you considered the benefits of making a gift to
Catholic Charities by Thursday, December 31, 2015?
Our staff is available during normal business hours
to assist you with your donation.

CALL: 303.468.9886
VISIT: ccdenver.org/donate

1.
2.

WAYS TO GIVE AND RECEIVE A
CHARITABLE TAX DONATION:
Cash Donation. Give to our greatest need:

ccdenver.org/donate

Give $1,000 to Samaritan House for $471.48
through the Enterprise Zone Tax Credit.*
Colorado offers a 25% tax credit on your next
donation to one of our qualifying shelters:

ccdenver.org/eztaxcredit

Thank you for your generosity.
We wish you and your family
a joyous New Year!

Archbishop Samuel Aquila gestures to the ceiling of the new oratory at Centro
San Juan Diego during a dedication Mass on December 9, 2015, in Denver,
Colorado.
Archbishop Samuel
Aquila visits with
2-month-old Charlie
Stephens as his mother,
Michelle Stephens, looks
on after a dedication
Mass blessing the
new oratory at Centro
San Juan Diego on
December 9, 2015,
in Denver, Colorado.
Stephens is an architect
with Integration
Design Group, the firm
responsible for the
design of the oratory.

Archbishop Samuel
Aquila blesses the new
oratory at Centro San
Juan Diego during a
dedication Mass on
December 9, 2015, in
Denver, Colorado.

Visitors pray in
the oratory after
a dedication Mass
blessing the new chapel
at Centro San Juan
Diego on December
9, 2015, in Denver,
Colorado.

9

DENVER CATHOLIC | DECEMBER 26, 2015-JANUARY 8, 2016

yer Love for ‘La Lupita’
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The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patronness of the Americas, is an important celebration in the Church, especially for the Hispanic community. Our Lady
of Guadalupe parish in Denver alone had 14 Masses on her feast day, Dec. 12.
The following are some photos from the Mass and procession at Our Lady of
Guadalupe parish. (ALL PHOTOS BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC)

Monsignor Bernie Schmitz and Father Benito Hernandez process with a statue
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Matachines in traditional Mexican garb prepare for the procession.

Closing prayers after the procession.

Monsignor Bernie Schmitz was the
celebrant. He gave his homily next to
a statue and underneath a picture of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Beacon
HopeGala
of

2016

Lighthouse Women’s
The opening of the Holy Door ceremony at Our Lady of Guadalupe. The
parish was designated as a pilgrimage site during the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Center has touched
or saved the life of

one baby a week
on average and is
located across from
the second largest

s
chapel
n
ber
,

Planned Parenthood
in the nation.
Children pray at a shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

HELP CHANGE A LIFE!
With your donation of $250 or $500
you can support Women’s Services and
build a peaceful walkway through the
Stations of the Cross Garden.

Beacon
HopeGala

Your donation includes
a pathway brick
personalized
of with
a message.
For more information
or to order visit:

HONOR
EONE
SOM2016
C
SPE IAL!

BOHGala.org

Beacon of Hope Gala | January 30, 2016
For questions call:
Sherry Gillespie - Development Director
720.476.7480
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Year in Revie

Another year gone, and a new one on the horizon. Looki
on 2015, it’s clear that our Catholic faith is stronger tha
in Denver. From the March for Life in January to Pope F
visit to Philadelphia in September, here are some of our
moments from the year, as told through photos.

JANUARY:
MARCH FOR LIFE
A young girl and
her father show
their support for
life at the March
for Life in Denver.
(PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/
DENVER CATHOLIC)

MAY: RESTORED ORDER
Archibishop Samuel J. Aquila blesses a young woman at the Rite of Confirmation at
Queen of Peace Catholic Church, in Aurora, Colorado. Archbishop Aquila announced a
restored order initiative in the Archdiocese of Denver, which will place the sacraments
back in the proper order for the faithful to receive. (PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER)

SEPTEMBER:
WORLD MEETING
OF FAMILIES
Pope Francis blesses
six week old Luke
Uebbing from the
crowd with a kiss as
he arrives at Independence Mall in
Philadelphia, USA, on
Sept. 26, 2015. Pope
Francis made his firstever visit to the United
States earlier this year
for the World Meeting
of Families. (PHOTO BY
SAMUEL CORUM/ANADOLU AGENCY/
GETTY IMAGES)
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FEBRUARY: PALLIATIVE CARE
Physician-assisted suicide was a hot-button issue in 2015. The
Colorado Senate attempted to pass House Bill 1135 earlier this
year, which would have legalized physician assisted-suicide, but
the bill did not pass. Meanwhile, Catholic-based groups such as
Divine Mercy Supportive Care in Denver are providing palliative
care to those near the end of their life in order to preserve a
true “death with dignity.” (PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/DENVER CATHOLIC)

SEPTEMBER:
NEW RELIGIOUS
Two new religious
orders came to
Denver this year. Two
Missionary Sisters of
St. Charles Borremeo
now reside at Nativity
of Our Lord Parish in
Broomfield. Four
Sisters of Life are
based in Denver and
travel to college
campuses to spread
the charism of life.
(PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/
DENVER CATHOLIC)

OCTOBER:
PLANNED
PARENTHOOD
Pro-life supporters
processed around
Planned Parenthood
in Stapleton for a
candlelight vigil as
part of the 40 Days
for Life campaign.
(PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/
DENVER CATHOLIC)

DECEMBER: YEAR OF MERCY
The Holy Doors at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception were opened on Dec. 8
by Archbishop Aquila, signifying the beginning
of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. (PHOTO BY ANDREW WRIGHT/
DENVER CATHOLIC)
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‘Full of Grace’ a shining example of Christian art
BY AARON LAMBERT

303-715-3138 | aaron.lambert@archden.org
www.twitter.com/AaronLmbrt

W

hat happened to Mary after
Christ died? And how did Peter
deal with being the rock Christ
commissioned him to be?
This is precisely the story that is
explored in Full of Grace, the tender,
contemplative and beautiful new film
from writer/director, and Denver native
Andrew Hyatt. The story focuses on
Mary’s final days on Earth before she is
assumed into Heaven, and it intimately
captures the relationship between her
and her son’s successor, Peter.
Full of Grace is a new kind of Christian
film, one that deviates from the typical
model of most Christian films. Described
by Hyatt as a “cinematic prayer,” the film
is perhaps the first of its kind. The first
15 minutes of the film are intentionally
paced slowly so as to prepare the audience and put them in the right mind set
to view the film.
“Everything about the film is intentional,” he said. “This experience requires
something of the audience to put in front
of the film. The film, like scripture, should
speak to you wherever you’re at in your life.”

Hyatt also sought to take these central
biblical characters who are often perceived as being perfect and humanize
them. Not since Mel Gibson’s The Passion
of the Christ have biblical characters been
depicted as fallible and as human as they
are in Full of Grace.
“One of the things we really wanted to do
in the film was put the flesh on the bones of
these characters,” Hyatt said. “They were
living, breathing people that had the same
experience as we do in our faith.”
Noam Jenkins plays a doubtful but

faithful Peter, and Bahia Haifi is perfectly
cast as a noticeably aging but strikingly
wise Mother Mary.
Haifi’s performance as Mary is the true
highlight of the film; the dialogue ebbs
and flows throughout the film but always
peaks when she speaks. The wisdom she
imparts through the film is hauntingly
relevant to any walk of life, especially that
of Christians.
Hyatt and his crew did thorough
research in preparing for Full of Grace.
Scripture doesn’t say much about Mary’s

life after Christ’s death, so they referred
to artistic interpretations from the
Church, tradition and recorded visions
from history to tell the story they wanted
to tell. Even though Hyatt is confident in
the theology of the film, he said it’s not to
be viewed through a scholarly lens.
“We’re not trying to do a theological or
historical exegesis,” he said. “This is just
a piece of art, and hopefully it inspires
[people].”
Hyatt has observed that most modern
Christian art is very disappointing in its
execution. He hopes that Full of Grace
marks a turning point for Christian art,
one that encourages both artists and consumers to go deeper.
“What’s disappointing about a lot of
Christian art is they’re actually doing the
truth a disservice when they don’t show
something that sits against the world
and is more beautiful,” he said. “Anybody
should watch Full of Grace and be moved,
because that beauty and truth is deeper
than anything the world can offer.”
FULL OF GRACE

Full of Grace, starring Bahia Haifi as Mary and Noam Jenkins as Peter, is a
beautiful film about Mary’s final days on Earth and her relationship to Peter.
(PHOTO PROVIDED)

To read more about how Andrew
Hyatt came to make Full of Grace,
read the full story on http://denvercatholic.org

MACHEBEUF

 Dec. 18

Jan. 1 Retreat House Closed
Weekend Retreat (Women)
January 22-24
Weekend Retreat (Women)
January 30
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
February 5-7
Weekend Retreat (Men)
February 10
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
through

 January 15-17





4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Bishop Machebeuf High School
an academic community of faith

Community Service
a Machebeuf Core Value

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Donate today to help
Bishop Machebeuf High School
continue to form disciples of Christ.

machebeuf.org/donate

w
ce,
ver-
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St. John, a super old book and mercy in action
BY MELISSA KEATING

I

303-715-3123
melissa.keating@archden.org
www.twitter.com/mkeats42

f the Catechism is the user’s guide to
Catholicism, then some of our Catholic classics are the weird fandom
wikis that give us way more info than we
could ever use on the subject. For example, The Cantena Aurea gives the early
Father’s reflections on the Scriptures,
while the works of Josephus and Eusibius give us an understanding of life in
the early Church. My personal favorite,
The Golden Legend, tells the lives of over
150 of our early saints.
To be honest, some of the stories read
like absolute nightmares (looking at you,
St. Thais the Courtesan). I guess these
horror stories somehow helped rebut
the paganism and hedonism that were so
prevalent at the time. However, other stories capture what had before been mere
oral tradition about many of our favorite
saints. You’re bound to find new stories

by reading about them.
In my humble opinion, St. John the
Evangelist is the second greatest man to
have ever lived, after only Christ himself.
Luckily, The Golden Legend has several
stories about him that aren't found in his
Gospel. Mercy is a recurring theme in all
of them, but especially so in the story of
his prodigal disciple.
Many years after Our Lord died, St.
John converted a “handsome and headstrong young man and commended him
as a ‘deposit’ to a certain bishop.” In other
words, St. John brought this young man
into the Church. When he had to travel
elsewhere, he entrusted his spiritual son
to the local bishop.
Unfortunately, the young man left the
bishop and became a robber. St. John
eventually made his way back and asked
the bishop for his “deposit” back. The
bishop informed him that the young man
was spiritually dead and leading a band of
robbers in the mountains.
This is where the story gets interesting.
Remember this is St. John we’re talking

Identifying
St. John
in

Art

about. This story takes place after the
Lord revealed the Apocalypse to him, but
before he recorded his Gospel. He travelled around Asia and Greece spreading
the Good News of Jesus Christ. He was
in constant demand to come to local
churches, as he was the only disciple
who had followed Christ all the way to
the Cross.
And yet, when he heard that one person
had turned away from Christ, he didn’t
give up on him or shrug him off as inconsequential. Instead, he began to tear his
clothes and beat himself. “A fine guardian you have been for the soul of a brother
whom I left with you!” he bellowed.
Even though he was super old (the
Golden Legend doesn’t say exactly how
old, but it says “despite his age” a lot), St.
John jumped on a horse and “rode fearlessly toward the mountain.”
The young man saw him and was
overcome with shame. He, too,
jumped on a horse and tried to run
away. St. John put his spurs to his
horse, and begged the boy for his soul.

“What, beloved son! Do you flee from
your father, an old man, unarmed? My
son, you have nothing to fear! I shall
account for you to Christ, and be sure I
will gladly die for you, as Christ died for
all of us,” he shouted.
The young man turned back and wept
bitterly. St. John knelt in front of him and
began to kiss his hand.
I love this image. Sometimes the story
of the Prodigal Son seems a little worn, or
I’ve spent so much time with it that I can’t
hear anything new. That’s when I love to
come to this one. I love the image of an
elderly St. John chasing after this young
man, with his Gandalf-beard streaming
behind him as tears slip down his face.
I love thinking about the deep love and
spiritual fatherhood he held for this
young man, even though his own bishop
had given up on him.
That’s the image for the Year of Mercy.
Even as God is chasing us like St. John,
we, too, should chase our family and
neighbors relentlessly until they truly
know the merciful love of Christ.

The pen in his hand
indicates he is a Gospel
writer. His symbol is an
eagle. This comes from
Ezek. 1:10, and was shown
to John in his vision
recorded in Rev. 4:7. John
is the eagle from this
vision because he wrote
the most meditative and
spiritual Gospel.

Another of St. John’s
symbols is the serpent
and the chalice. This
comes from The Golden
Legend as well, which
says St. John destroyed
a temple to Diana with
just his prayers. The
high priest was furious,
and demanded that St.
John drink a chalice of
poison. St. John invoked
God before drinking and
was perfectly fine. Some
sources say the poison
turned into a snake.

John is often depicted
in Passion scenes
because he was the
only one who did not
desert Jesus when he
was crucified, and is
often next to Our Lady.
Jesus entrusted her
to St. John’s care just
before his death.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
BY PIERO DI COSIMO

The other apostles are often depicted
with their means of martyrdom (ie, St.
James with sword). Because St. John
was not martyred, he is sometimes
shown with a chalice, which is an
allusion to the Last Supper.
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
BY DOMENICO GHIRLANDAIO

Boats are usually an emblem of
St. Peter, but are also a symbol
for the Church. The boat receives
those whom Christ saves, like the
ark saving Noah from the ﬂood or
the apostles being threatened with
shipwreck in Mt. 8:23.

John is nearly always depicted
as a beardless young man. In
paintings with all the apostles,
he is always depicted as the
youngest.

THE LAST SUPPER
BY LIPPO MEMMI
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or a Catholic, our faith is not about
a book, but about the Word, and
at Christmas we celebrate the
moment when the “Word became flesh”
(Jonn 1:14).
The most striking aspect of the story of
God becoming man is that, in the words
of C.S. Lewis, “it really happened.”
St. Augustine enjoins us not to gloss
over the mystery of the Incarnation.
“Wake up, O man,” he proclaims, “it was
for you that God was made man! For you,
I say, was God made man.”
As we celebrate Christmas, let’s try to
“wake up” and meditate on this great
mystery, using as our guide some great
masterpieces of art currently housed in
the National Gallery in London.
“ANSWER QUICKLY, O VIRGIN”

The decisive chapter of our story happened in an insignificant town, in the
silence of a house where a young girl
received an announcement. The young
Mary, in her total purity and beauty,
opened her heart to God’s message.
Filippo Lippi painted “The Annunciation” (1449-1459) in a very particular
setting: a garden. It is not difficult to
think of another garden, where Eve heard
another voice —the serpent’s— and introduced sin into our world.
Mary, the new Eve, in a new garden that
offers a new paradise, was meditating
on a promise when the angel came. For
many, the text in Mary’s hands is a copy
of the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, where she
was reading that “a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son.”
God, all powerful, in a mysterious decision of his love, chooses to depend on the
answer of a young lady. The eternal plan
of salvation expects her answer.
St. Bernard described like no one else
what happened in those seconds between
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manger. Even the angels are in awe (as we
can see in the funny expression of the little
angel). Joseph, the faithful Joseph, shows
his reverence for the mystery that he has
to protect, standing there at one side.
Mary is all love, marveling at what is
happening, contemplating the prophecies, believing what seems impossible:
her little baby is the God almighty.
VENITE, ADOREMUS

The Nativity of Christ in Art
BY FATHER DANIEL CARDO

the angel’s annunciation and Mary’s
“yes”: “Answer quickly, O Virgin. Reply in
haste to the angel, or rather through the
angel to the Lord. Answer with a word,
receive the Word of God. Speak your own
word, conceive the divine Word.”
THE CRIB AND THE CROSS

A painting by Giovanni Bellini helps
us to delve deeper into the mystery of
Christ’s Nativity.
Aside from the simple, rural background in “Madonna of the Meadow”
(1505), there is something powerful and
subtle. This apparently joyful depiction
of Mary and Jesus has a moving resemblance with another work Bellini painted
in the same year—a strikingly similar
Pieta.
Mary is contemplating her tender Son,
knowing that he is the suffering servant

announced by Isaiah, knowing that he
will die for us.
As St. Gregory of Nyssa writes: “If one
inquires into the mystery, he will say
rather, not that death happened to him
as a consequence of birth, but birth itself
was assumed on the account of death.”
LIGHT SOURCE

Geertgen tor sin Jans painted in the
Netherlands a small devotional work—
“The Nativity at Night” (1490)—that
shows another aspect of the mystery of
the Nativity.
The dark night would be just darkness,
had the Son not come for us. The son is
born and gives light, he “is the true light
that gives light to everyone was coming
into the world” (John 1:9).
The light of this baby causes a great
impression in those present in the

TOP: “The Annunciation” (1449-1459), by Filippo
Lippi WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
ABOVE: “Madonna of the Meadow” (1505),
by Giovanni Bellini WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
LEFT: “The Nativity at Night” (1490), by Geertgen
tot Sint Jans CREDIT: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
RIGHT “The Adoration of the Kings” (1510-1515),
by Jan Gossaert CREDIT: THE NATIONAL GALLERY IN LONDON

Originally an altarpiece for a Marian
chapel, Jan Gossaert’s “Adoration” (15101515) invites us to see and contemplate
the Son of God, adored by the nine choirs
of angels. His glory is in contrast with the
human glory of the kings: Naked, he is the
center of the painting.
He is held by Mary, whose dignity is
remarkable. She brings us Jesus, who
appears as our priest. In what perhaps is
the most moving message of this masterpiece, Jesus receives one of the gifts of a
magi, and seems to be simply playing with
the gold.
But if we look carefully, we will notice
that the gold coins come in a vessel that is
a ciborium, and the coins resemble hosts,
and Jesus is actually holding a host and
offering Communion to a kneeling king,
who has removed his hat and humbly
adores the real presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. Not in vain, then, Bethlehem
means “house of bread.”
The final theme is the presence of ruins.
The coming of Christ and its acceptance
by the magi, who represent the gentiles,
indicates the definitive end of the old
times—the ruins—and the beginning of
the new.
With Christ there is hope for change,
for renewal. Our own lives, with their
ruins and old things that need change,
can find joy at Christmas in Jesus, who
makes “all things new” (Revelation 21:5).
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Bulletin Board
DECEMBER

31 Irish New Year
Party

2 p.m. – 7 p.m., The
Celtic Tavern, 1801
Blake St., Denver, $10
for adults, kids 12 and
under free. Countdown
to midnight Dublin Time
with the Father Carrigan
Division of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians,
and Irish-Catholic fraternal organization. Live
music, Irish dancing and
family fun! Cover charge
and auction benefits
Catholic Charities and
Purple Heart Homes.
Contact Michael O’Toole
at 502-551-3842 or visit
facebook.com/ColoradoAOH for more details.
JANUARY

5 Caucus and
Assembly 101

Colorado hosts a class
explaining how people
can get involved in the
caucus and influence the
political process in their
neighborhood. The class
will also be broadcast live
via the web. RSVP for the
web broadcast at info@
cofamily.org.

Jan. 8 – Jan. 10, Arvada
Center for the Arts,
6901 Wadsworth Blvd.,
Arvada, $100. Join Spiritual Direction Colorado
and guest speaker Terry
Hershey for their annual
Spirituality Conference.
Contact Kyle Turner at
720-215-9262 or kyle@
spiritustespes.com for
more details, and register for the conference
at spiritualdirectioncolorado.org.

8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., John
Paul II Center, 1300

HOLY INNOCENTS
E

I

March for Life
2016

3 p.m., Cathedral Basilica, 401 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver, free. Vocalist/
Soprano Karoline Guerin
will perfom as part of the
Bosetti Sunday Concert
series. Contact Kathleen
Maclean at 970-213-9257
or kmaclean@denvercathedral.com for more
details.

Steele St., Denver. Regular DCCS meeting on
the second Saturday
of each month with
emphasis this month on
annual planning for 2016

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com
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ATROCITY
BETHLEHEM
BETRAYAL
BOYS
CHRISTMAS OCTAVE

I

C O R T A
DECEMBER
HEROD
INFANTS
JEREMIAH
MARTYRS

I

on Tap
11 Theology
7 p.m., Katie Mul-

11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Colorado State Capitol,
200 E. Colfax Ave., Denver. Masses will be
JAN held downtown at Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Holy Ghost and St.
Elizabeth prior to the procession to the Capitol at
12:30 p.m. A rally will begin at 1 p.m., followed by
the march at 2 p.m. For more information and to
register, visit liferockymountains.org.
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ACROSS

D V R A C H E L W E E P
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10 Cathedral Concert:
Karoline Guerin

8 Spirituality
Conference

9 Denver Catholic
Committee on
Scouting

6:30 p.m., Church for All
Nations, 6540 Templeton Gap Rd., Colorado
Springs, free. Influence

Contact Steven Wagner
at communications@
archden-dccs.org for
more details.

FEATURED EVENT

S V C

MASSACRE
MATTHEW
MEMORIAL
RACHEL WEEPING
WISE MEN

1	Jesus was
offered this
on the cross
5	Son of Isaac
10	Pillar

events and activities. All
adults involved in Catholic scouting within the
Archdiocese of Denver
are invited to participate in this meeting.
1

2

33

21	Notions
or house
wares
(abbr.)
22	St. Juan
___
23	Monasticism began
here
25	Composition in verse
28	Stadium
sound

9

10

34

30

39

45

51

31

32

54

58
62

59

63

64

65

66

55

56

60

30	Huh?

41	Basketball
crowd
pleasers
43	Long hikes
44	Burns’ little

48	_ _ _ of
Olives
50	Indian form
of address
53	Restrain

54	This
describes
Sarah when
she gave
birth to
Isaac
57	Parched
58 Dog
60	The “Big
One”
61	Disentangle
62	Style
63	Steering
wheel

DOWN
1	“Blessed is
the fruit of
your _ _ _”
2	Road to the
Colosseum
3	Scandinavian
4	Loafer
letters
5	Patron
saint of a
good death
6	Modify

64 Early movie
mogul

7	Young male
horse

65	Zeal

8	Sites for
body work?

66	Scraps of
food

24	Language
of the New
Testament
25	Purloined
fruit in
Augustine’s
Confessions

www.wordgamesforcatholics.com

47	What Jesus
told the
blind man
to do at
the pool of
Siloam (Jn
9:7)

36	“…for eye,
_ _ _ for…”
(Ex 21:24)

22	Lucy’s
husband

49

53

46	High-tech
hosp. test

10	The Feast
of Lots is
also called
this (Esth
9:24–28)

21	Group of
two

57

39	Charles
Martel
saved
Christian
Europe
here

35	Lollobrigida of films

13	Printer’s
error

48

45	“…and the
Word was
_ _ _ God,
and the
Word was
God” (Jn
1:1)

9	Young
men’s org.

40

61

38	Iroquois
foe

8 a.m. Mass – 12 p.m.,
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish, 11385 Grant
Dr., Northglenn, free.
An archdiocesan wide
conference on how to
live the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, featuring a talk by
Dr. Edward Sri, a panel
on Denver’s “Angel of
Charity” Julia Greeley
and a talk by Fr. John
Ignatius. Contact the
Office of the Chancellor
at 303-715-3185 for more
details, and visit archden.
org/mercy to register.

12	Garden
pest

46

52

23 Mercy Chose Me
Conference

37

43

47

2 p.m. – 5 p.m., Christ the
King Parish, 830 Elm St.,
Colorado Springs, free.
The Benedictine Sisters
of Benet Hill Monastery
in Colorado Springs celebrate their 50th Jubilee.
Contact Sr. Rose Ann
Barmann, OSB at 719633-0655 or sroseann@
benethillmonastery.org
for more information.

11	S-shaped
molding

36

35

44

13

26

29

42

12

19

25

41

11

22

24

38

50

8

16

28

40	Amer. mil.
branch

36	Teaching
handed
down from
the Apostles and
continues
to be handed on by
the Church

7

18

29	Mr. Mack,
and others
33	Trimmed

6

21
23

27

20	Male
members of
religious orders (abbr.)

5
15

20

16	Betty of sitcom fame

19	Sign on
again

4

17

15	Smells

18	Zippy dip

3

14

14	Native
American

17	Lake or
pond

len’s Irish Pub, 1550
Court Pl., Denver, free.
Join Sister Maris Stella,
SV from the Sisters of
Life in a “Reflection on
Mercy” as we prepare
to enter more deeply
into what Pope Francis has designated the
Year of Mercy. Contact
Mary McGeehan at
303-715-3107 or mary.
mcgeehan@archden.
org for more details.

17 Benet Hill Sisters
50th Jubilee

26	Probability
27	Bed problems
29	“ I am the
way and
the _ _ _
and the
life.” (Jn
14:6)
30	Like the
man who
built his
house on
rock
31	Joint in the
hind leg of
a horse
32	Anguish
34	Musical
percussion
instrument

37	Shroud city
39	“Give us
_ _ _ day
our daily
bread”
42	Large mop
43	“Light
from light,
_ _ _ God
from…”
46	Rebekah,
to Benjamin
47	The _ _ _ of
Nain
48	Very large
in scale
49	Genesis
structure
50	Book of
Samuel
character
51	River
through
Firenze
52	Conceal
53	007
55	Rhythmic
swing
56	Dulls
58	Tiger’s
group
59	Poetic
expression
60	Catechism
question:
_ _ _ made
me?
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Shout Outs

Classifieds

Second annual Catholic Families Night a slam dunk

PRAYERS

ATTORNEY

ST. JUDE’S NOVENA - May the Sacred
Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, loved
and revered throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray
for us. Saint Jude, worker of miracles, pray
for us. Saint Jude, help of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a day
and publish. - V.V.

LAWYER

THANK YOU ST. JOSEPH OF
CUPERTINO for answering this prayer:

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

O Great St. Joseph of Cupertino who while
on earth did obtain from God the grace
to be asked at your examination only the
questions you knew, obtain for me a like
favor in the exams for which I am now
preparing. In return I promise to make
you known and cause you to be invoked.
Through Christ our Lord. St. Joseph of
Cupertino, Pray for us. Amen. P.S.L.

The second annual Catholic Families Night happened on Dec. 20 at the Pepsi Center, and it was a rousing success. They sold 1200 tickets through parishes and schools, and 900 through the corporate supporter
packages, making a grand total of 2100 tickets sold; that’s 500 more tickets sold than last year! The Denver
Nuggets weren’t able to pull off a win against the New Orleans Pelicans, but everybody in attendance
still had a great time, including our very own Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila. Special thanks to Gold
Crown Foundation CEO and former Denver Nugget Bill Hanzlik, Saint Sebastian Project founder Jeff
Stemper, Principal of Good Shepherd School Mark Strawbridge and Athletic Director for the Catholic
School Athletic League Tom Sauer for organizing such a wonderful event. The evening raised $13,200
for the Saint Sebastian Project, a nonprofit organization that helps inner city Catholic schools with their
sports programs. Here’s to an even bigger and better night next year! (PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY)

Dave Hazen bids adieu
Most of you probably
don’t even know who
Dave Hazen is, but if you
dug it when the Denver
Catholic website was
redesigned and enjoy
the sleek new look of
Archdiocese of Denver
website, you have Dave
to thank, and, mind you,
this is only scratching the
surface of all he’s done
for us. As the Associate
Director of Digital Services for the past three
years, Dave has played
an integral role in bringing the Archdiocese and
many of its entities into

the digital age, and he’s
done an unbelievable
job. We would love it if
Dave could be chained
to his desk and stay here
forever, but alas, he has
accepted a new (and
well-deserved) position
as the Communications
Manager in the Archdiocese of Omaha. They’re
extremely lucky to be
gaining his talents, and
we wish him nothing but
the best as he begins this
new endeavor. We’ll miss
you, Dave!

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Jim Fox
8:00 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de Los Santos

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17

7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Larry Christensen
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez
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Father Woody’s spirit lives on
through generosity
In 1981, Monsignor
Charles B. Woodrich,
better known as Father
Woody, started holding
an annual Christmas
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Party for the homeless
and families in need, a
tradition which continues to this day. This year,
Father Ron Cattany and
the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception hosted a cash
giveaway for the homeless in Denver in honor
of Father Woody and his
Christmas generosity.
A lot of people left the
Cathedral with big smiles
on their faces, a sure sign
of the joy only Christmas
can bring. (PHOTO BY ANDREW
WRIGHT)

303-715

THANK YOU
Thank you to Jesus of Prague, St. Raphael,
St. Louis, Our Lady of Fatima and all the
Saints for prayers answered. - L.P.A.

TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
Oh Mother of Perpetual Help, grant that I
may ever invoke your powerful name, the
protection of the living and the salvation
of the dying. Purest Mary, let your name
henceforth be ever on my lips. Delay not,
Blessed Lady, to rescue me whenever I call
on you. In my temptations, in my needs,
I will never cease to call on you, ever
repeating your sacred name, Mary, Mary.
What a consolation, what sweetness, what
confidence fills my soul when I utter your
sacred name or even only think of you!
I thank the Lord for having given you so
sweet, so powerful, so lovely a name. But
I will not be content with merely uttering
your name. Let my love for you prompt me
ever to hail you Mother of Perpetual Help.
Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for me and
grant me the favor I confidently ask of you.
(Then say three Hail Marys). - T.D.C.

IN THANKSGIVING
Thank you to the Sacred Heart, St. Anthony,
St. Jude, Virgin Mary, St. Odilia, and St.
Dympha for prayers answered. - L.P.A.

Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer Buck
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

CAR DONATION
Vehicle donation – tax deductible.
Fast & free pickup. Helps those in need.
Call us at 800-322-8284 or visit
www.svdpusacars.com

CONCRETE
ALWAYS CALL LEONARD CONCRETE
Driveways, patios and walks. Senior
discounts. Customer referrals available.
40 years experience. Call Estimator, Bob
Falco, today at 303-919-4145

CONTRACTOR
BAIRD CONSTRUCTION
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
Call James at 303-668-3973

BIDDULPH CONSTRUCTION
30 yrs in business. Basements,
bathrooms, kitchens. Remodeling
and repairs - no job too small.
Call 303-547-6234

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

TO PLACE AN AD OR PUBLISH A PRAYER
Call: 303-715-3212 | Email: classifieds@archden.org
Ad Cost: $7/line, 5 line min. | Prayer Cost: $7/line, 3 line min.
ADVERTISERS: Please check your ad at first publication. Notify us immediately if errors.
We accept responsibility only for the first incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no
financial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the
right to reject any ad.
READERS: Please consider carefully the advertiser before you purchase an advertised
product or service. We make every effort to ensure the legitimacy of all products and
services advertised in the paper; however, publication of advertisements does not indicate
endorsement by the Denver Catholic.

303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

HOME HEALTH CARE

PLUMBING, cont’d

ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE

HOME HEALTH CARE - Compassionate,

Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

experienced home health care and hospice
LPN seeking part-time employment,
Mon-Fri. in southwest Denver area. References provided. Please call 303-979-9009.

PLUMBING & SPRINKLERS - Free
instant quote! Disposals, faucets, water
pressure valves, drain cleaning, broken
pipes, water heaters, sump pumps, toilets.
720-298-0880, www.vertecservices.com

GUTTER CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING

REMODELING

LILLY MAID

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

Twin Pines Window Cleaning - Since 1994.
Residential Specialist in the Metro Area.
Insured, Reliable and Safe. Free Estimates.
Please call Bob at 303-329-8205

HANDYMAN

ONCRETE ALL-ROUND HANDYMAN

Minor repairs, carpet/floor cleaning,
enior
vailable. indoor cleaning, outdoor clean-up. Minor
ator, Bob electricity, plumbing & painting. Member:
Our Lady of Nativity. No job too small.
Senior discounts. Free estimats. Please call
Dave at 720-404-9118.

N

ing

Events & Announcements |

FENCING

DE PAUL WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

ble.
in need.
t
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HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
ST PRICES DENVER, INC. - Fall furnace tune-up,

deling and clean & safety check - $79 (regularly $125).
basements. 10% discount off service calls, equipment
nt. Free purchase & duct cleaning. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for 40 years. Family
owned and operated. Call 303-571-1171,
-3192 No. CO 970-482-7520. Visit our website
at www.heatexchangerexperts.com for
important information and latest news.

s.
.

Experienced, honest and reliable.
Flexible hours and days. References
available. Free estimates. Please
call 720-296-1905.

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

M D K REMODELING
Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck & Fences. No job too
large or too small.
Call 303-641-9949

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFING

PAINTING

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

Winter prices - $500 OFF. Interior or exterior house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

PLUMBING
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Also, remodeling or repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

CJ ROOFING CO. - Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured and
Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

TILE

TREE SERVICE

Fall tree pruning special, winter watering
& tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

WINDOWS
BEST PRICES - BEST WINDOWS
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
303-249-8221
Family Business. Senior discount. New
windows or repair existing windows.

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Join Affordable
Home Care’s non-medical team of compassionate, dedicated caregivers making a
difference in the lives of the home bound.
If it’s in your heart to help, you are male
or female, and driving is not an issue, you
are the one! Learn new skills or use your
current skills and experience the satisfaction and fulfillment of one-on-one ratio
in-home care. Contact us at 303-988-1821

CAREGIVERS - SENIOR HELPERS
We are looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and special needs
adults. Metro Denver & Northern CO
303-452-6500 or 970-667-6400

CAREGIVERS
Visiting Angels is looking for
experienced and caring individuals
to join our senior home-care team.
Call 303-274-8611

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

Full time for Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Northglenn. Email your cover letter,
resume, references and salary requirements to: deacontaylor@ihmco.org.

• T
 REE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

Classifieds

HELP WANTED, cont’d

HELP WANTED, cont’d

IT COORDINATOR

PRE-KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

We are seeking a part time IT Coordinator
for Immaculate Heart of Mary in Northglenn. Please email your resume and
references to: deacontaylor@ihmco.org.

Full time for Catholic Early Learning Center.
All applicants must meet 2010 Colorado
State Group Leader Quals. Applicant must
be caring, responsible, organized, flexible
and dependable.Knowledge of the Class
and ECCERS rating is preferred. Full time
benefits include paid vacation, pension
plan, and continuing education. If you
enjoy teaching & sharing your talent with
young children, please fax your resume to
303-862-3293, attention Kellie.

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are
now hiring for these full-time positions:
Director of Philanthropy, Sr. Director of
Philanthropy, Philanthropy Officer –
Campus Advancement, Planned Giving
Officer, Sr. Director of Planned Giving,
HelpDesk Tech, and Exec. Administrative
Asst. For full job descriptions and to apply,
please visit our website: www.focus.org/
jobs or email your cover letter and resume
to hr@focus.org.

JANITORIAL/MAINTENANCE P/T
M-F, 20-25 hrs w/occasional weekends.
Duties include janitorial, maintenance &
outside work. Pay based on experience.
Apply at Most Precious Blood, 2250 S.
Harrison St, Denver 80210 or email your
resume to parish@mpbdenver.org. No
phone calls please.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL PARISH
We are currently seeking candidates for
the following positions: Full-Time Cook/
Housekeeper to care for our priests and
their homes at St. Vincent de Paul in
Denver. Part-Time Maintenance Technicians for light repair, janitorial, handy
man & outside work. Varied schedule,
some weekend work. Please read full job
descriptions at www.saintvincents.org
and submit cover letter, resume & salary
requirements to kay@saintvincents.org.

CEMETERY PROPERTY
FOR SALE
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST - for
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Denver,
to be a part of our faith-based psychology
services ministry. Part of Catholic Charities,
Regina Caeli brings a unique mental
health ministry to the service of the
Church. Regina Caeli provides internship
and residency training opportunities
by outstanding psychologists, while
providing therapy to those in need, in a
clinical, program or school setting. Supervisory experience in clinical setting reqd.
EEO/AA. Please apply at www.ccdenver.org

LET THE
ADVERTISERS KNOW!
Thank you for
supporting
our advertisers.
Please be sure to let
them know you saw
their
advertisement in the

Denver Catholic

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.

Service Directory |

Two lots in Sect. 28, Blk 7, Lot 0, Gr 73 &
74. Lovely location with peaceful views.
Very easy access. Valued at $7100; asking
$6000, incl transfer fee. 303-534-5690.

MT. OLIVET - Garden Mausoleum crypt
in St. Francis Walk, Ph 3, #469, Tier C. Holds
one casket & 3 cremains or 4 cremains.
Value: $6700; asking $6000 OBO, incl
transfer fee. Call Pam at 303-905-6377 or
email: appelhans09@msn.com.

NEED HELP?

Post your job
announcement in the
Denver Catholic Help
Wanted section!
CALL
303-715-3212
EMAIL
classifieds@archden.org

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop or change your
subscription...
CONTACT:

303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

69 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Remembering two great bishops

W

e American Catholics are, in
the main, notoriously uninterested in our own history.
So it likely escaped the notice of many
that Dec. 3 marked the bicentenary of
the death of John Carroll, one of the
greatest
who ever
GEORGE lived
WEIGEL among us.
The
adjective
The Catholic Difference
“first” is
George Weigel is a
applied
distinguished senior fellow of
to John
the Ethics and Public Policy
Carroll
Center in Washington, D.C.
more frequently than to any other figure in
U.S. Catholic history. And with good
reason: he was the first “Superior of the
American Mission” in the independent
United States, the first U.S. bishop (of
my native Baltimore), the first metropolitan archbishop (also of Baltimore),
the first bishop to ordain priests and
consecrate bishops in the United States,
the founder of the first Catholic college
and the first Catholic seminary in the
United States, the benefactor of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton (and thus the first
patron of Catholic schools in the United

States), the builder of the first cathedral
church in the United States, and so forth
and so on.
Carroll set a pattern of Catholic
engagement with American civil society
and American public life that his wiser
successors in the American episcopate have followed, even as he tried to
explain this strange American novus
ordo seclorum (as the Great Seal puts
it) to often-puzzled, and sometimes
hostile, Roman officials. By holding
the tiller steady amidst the ideological
storms let loose by the French Revolution, Archbishop Carroll kept the
young Church in the United States
tethered to its Roman source of unity,
even as Catholicism in America pursued
the unique possibilities opened up by
the First Amendment: a journey that
eventually influenced Vatican II’s Declaration on Religious Freedom.
Over the past two hundred and
twenty-five years, precisely fourteen
hundred bishops have followed John
Carroll in the Catholic hierarchy within
the borders of today’s United States.
Yet that none of them had a greater
impact on Catholic life in America than
the first of that episcopal line, who
faced challenges unparalleled in world

Catholic history and met them with singular wisdom. That Catholicism in the
United States today is the most vital and
vibrant local Church in the developed
world has a lot to do with a son of Maryland, John Carroll, whose memory we
should reverence, now and in the future.
And while we remember Archbishop
John Carroll, let’s also remember
another great American churchman
who died this past April 17: Cardinal
Francis Eugene George, O.M.I.
Of those 1,400 bishops who have
followed Archbishop Carroll, none
has had a keener intellect, nor a more
penetrating insight into the Church or
the America of his time, than Cardinal
George. During his 17 years of service in
the College of Cardinals, he was its most
respected American member. He was a
gifted linguist who could speak to virtually every fellow-cardinal in a language
he understood; he was manifestly a man
of faith and deep piety, whose courage
in battling post-polio syndrome and
cancer was a model of suffering born
with Christian nobility; his brother-cardinals sought his counsel, not only
because they knew him to be intelligent,
pious, and gifted, but above all because
they knew him to be good.

He took up a very difficult task in
Chicago in 1997, for the archdiocese was
becalmed in the post-Vatican II doldrums and he was called to lead it from
that shallow, brackish water into the
brisk, bracing, if turbulent seas of the
New Evangelization. That he did, not
least by remaking Mundelein Seminary,
an accomplishment that will bear fruit
in Chicago and throughout the Midwest
for decades to come. By the time he died
this past April, he had earned the affection and respect of a tough town, which
came to recognize in its first native-son
bishop a man who loved the Windy City
even as he called it to a nobler vision of
itself.
Cardinal George also led the U.S. bishops to recognize that being a Church
faithful to the John Carroll legacy
now required challenging the public
authorities to recommit themselves to
the first freedom, religious freedom.
That path, reconfirmed at November’s
bishops’ conference meeting, is another
memorial to Francis George, one of the
greatest of Carroll’s successors.
May these two heroes rest in the
peace of Christ, whom they served so
well.

A higher standard than for cats and dogs

S

ometimes people will point out:
“We euthanize our pets when they
suffer, and they are clearly creatures of God, so why can’t we euthanize
a sick and suffering person who wants
it? It seems like we treat our dogs and
cats better than we treat our suffering
family members.”

FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

The way we treat animals, however,
should not be the measure of how we
treat fellow human beings. We keep animals as pets, but we don’t do the same
with humans. We use animals to make
clothing and food, but we don’t do the
same with humans. For all our similarities to the rest of the animal kingdom,
we are aware of a fundamental difference in kind between ourselves and our
furry friends. We are not meant to die
just as animals do, or be euthanized as
they are. The death of a human is a more
complex event that has other important
realities associated with it.

In euthanizing a cat or dog, an assessment about the nature of the creature
is rolled up into our decision to proceed. Our pets seem to process the
world around them mostly in terms of
pleasure and pain, oscillating between
these two poles as they instinctively
gravitate towards pleasurable experiences, and engage in “mechanisms of
avoidance” when they come up against
pain or discomfort. Animals lack that
uniquely human power to reason about,
resign themselves to, and allow good
to be drawn out of pain. Animals can’t
do much else in the face of their suffering apart from trying to skirt around
it, escape the situation, or passively
endure it. Because of our strong sense
of empathy, humans find it more emotionally acceptable to “put the animal to
sleep,” rather than watch it suffer a long
and agonizing death.
But it would be false empathy, and a
false compassion, to promote the killing
or suicide of suffering family members.
As human beings, we have real moral
duties, and better options, in the face
of our own pain and tribulations. On an
instinctual level, we tend to recoil and
do our best to avoid suffering, just like
animals. But we are able to respond in
a way that animals cannot, and even
willingly accept our suffering, which
is unavoidably part of the fabric of our

human existence. None of us lives out
our life without encountering some suffering, even if it may be purely internal,
like the agony that comes from loneliness, isolation, depression, or rejection.
Every person must, in one way or
another, confront suffering along the
trajectory of life, and human maturity is
partially measured by how we deal with
suffering.
Those who live with serious disabilities, through their determined and
beauty-filled lives and example, remind
us every day of the good that can be
drawn from suffering. The way they
deal with their struggles manifests the
depths of what it is to be authentically
human. It is precisely disability, with its
disfigurement, impairment, vulnerability and dependence, that challenges us
to grasp the outlines of our human journey in a less superficial way, and to value
human life and protect human dignity
in sickness as well as in health. Victoria
Kennedy spoke to this same point when
describing Senator Kennedy’s final
months:
“When my husband was first diagnosed with cancer, he was told that he
had only two to four months to live. …
But that prognosis was wrong. Teddy
lived 15 more productive months.…
Because that first dire prediction of
life expectancy was wrong, I have 15

months of cherished memories. … When
the end finally did come—natural death
with dignity—my husband was home,
attended by his doctor, surrounded by
family and our priest.”
As human beings, we reach beyond
the limits that suffering imposes by a
conscious decision to accept and grow
through it, like the athlete or the Navy
seal who pushes through the limits
of his exhaustion during training. We
enter into an awareness of something
greater behind the veil of our suffering
when we come to accept it as an integral
component of our human condition. We
also give positive example, strength and
encouragement to the younger generation as they witness our response to,
and acceptance of, our own suffering.
Our trials and tribulations also teach us
about our reliance on God and the illusions of self-reliance.
On the other hand, if our fear of
suffering drives us to constant circumlocution and relentless avoidance,
even to the point of short-circuiting
life itself through euthanasia or physician-assisted suicide, we can miss those
mysterious but privileged moments
that invite us to become more resplendently human, with all the messiness,
awkwardness and agonies that are
invariably part of that process.
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Take advantage of mercy

H

appy Year of Mercy to you!
To which the faithful respond
“Thank you. And what exactly
is a ‘Year of Mercy’ anyway?”
Every twenty-five years, the Church
proclaims a “Jubilee” or “Holy” year — a
time for the
faithful to
MARY
turn back
BETH
BONACCI to God, to
receive
blessing
Guest Column
and the
Bonacci is a syndicated
forgiveness
columnist based in Denver and
of sins. But
the author of We’re On a Mission
the Pope,
from God and Real Love.
being Pope,
doesn’t have to confine himself to that
twenty five year timetable. He can proclaim an “extraordinary” holy year. And
that is what Pope Francis has done in
proclaiming 2016 the Year of Mercy.
And in this special time, that message
is centered in the Father’s mercy. In
fact, the Holy Father has designated the
theme as “Merciful like the Father.”
I figure, before we launch an entire
year focusing on the Father’s mercy, we
should figure out what it is. So I looked
it up. I found two definitions:

Kind or forgiving treatment of someone
who could be treated harshly; and
The discretionary power of a judge
to pardon someone or to mitigate
punishment.
So what God’s mercy look like? He
treats us kindly when we could be
treated harshly. He possesses the power
to pardon or to mitigate punishment.
Why do you suppose Pope Francis
went to all of the trouble of proclaiming an extraordinary holy year just to
focus on God’s mercy? I suspect it had
something to do with the fact that, in
this culture, we are saddled with the two
opposite but equally damaging misconceptions about God’s mercy.
The first is that God is not merciful.
Sometimes it’s personal — we have committed some sin that we think must be
beyond the pale of God’s forgiveness.
Other times it’s more general — we have
this picture of a stern, remote deity who
sits up on his throne, dangling helpless
souls over the flames á la Jonathan
Edwards’ Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God. Either way, we conclude
that we are better off without Him.
The other, more prevalent misconception is that God exists and loves us,

but that we have no need of his mercy.
Again, it manifests in two different
ways. The more common is the belief
that there is no need for mercy because
there is no such thing as sin. There is
ignorance, there is poverty, there is
oppression. Those things may cause
us to behave badly, but without any
personal responsibility. There are also
behaviors that used to be considered
“sinful”, but now we are “enlightened”
and realize that God has no problem
with them whatsoever. No sin, no need
for God’s mercy.
And finally, there are those of us who
acknowledge that sin exists, and that
those people are badly in need of His
mercy and forgiveness. But we have
managed — generally through our
own innate wonderfulness — to avoid
becoming ensnared in that sin. So rock
on, sinful people. Go to God and get
some of that mercy. Tell him I said ‘hi.’
Yep, I think that covers pretty much
everybody.
God is perfection. Perfect truth. Perfect goodness. Perfect love. We have all
fallen short of that. Badly. We are all in
need of His mercy. But if don’t acknowledge that, if we don’t ask for pardon and
seek his mercy, we miss it. Hence the

year-long reminder — and the abundant
graces that come with it — courtesy of
Pope Francis.
So this is the year that we turn to God,
recognizing our sinfulness, and ask for
his mercy. And then, we become “merciful like the Father.” We extend that
mercy to others. We treat kindly those
we could treat harshly.
We don’t do that by pretending sin
isn’t sin. Sin causes damage to persons
created in the image and likeness of
God. That’s what makes it sin. Pretending it doesn’t exist isn’t treating
them kindly, it is standing by while the
damage continues. That’s why one of
the spiritual works of mercy is “admonishing the sinner.”
But neither do we stand in judgment,
or condemn, or fail to love everyone
with the love of Christ. If they don’t see
it in us, where will they see it?
But how can we do that while still
“admonishing the sinner”? It’s a tricky
balancing act. One that we can’t possibly manage ourselves. We need help, we
need grace.
And that’s what we are given, in abundance, in a Holy Year.
So take advantage of it.

There’s always something you can do

W

hen we first considered
growing our family through
international adoption, the
idea came as more of a whisper than a
shout. But after spending some time
researching
the global
BRIANNA orphan
HELDT
crisis, we
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publications
a question
of “should we pursue this?” to “how can
we not pursue this?” You see, our biological daughter went to bed each night
with a full stomach and parents who not
only loved her, but who were also able to
care for her. She had not been left vulnerable and alone to face abuse, neglect,
war or disease. This is simply not the
case for many children around the
world, and so we moved forward in the
process to adopt from Ethiopia. Today,
thanks to that whisper from God all
those years ago, we are parents to four
Ethiopian children (in addition to our
four biological children), including two
daughters born with Down syndrome.
I often find myself telling people that

adoption is rarely an easy road, but it is
an incredibly blessed road. It stretches
and changes you, offers a front row seat
to God’s redemption in action, and challenges the traditional notions of love
and sacrifice. Ultimately, it necessitates
a radical and authentic openness to the
other, a willingness to embrace the
wounded, the suffering, and the lonely.
I have visited orphanages filled with
chronically ill, blind, and disfigured
children. I have seen the challenges my
own adopted children face, in my home
and at their schools, on a daily basis. I
have spent hours in a hospital waiting
room while my newly adopted daughter
was placed on a bypass machine during
open heart surgery. For my husband
and me, this is simply part of how openness to life in marriage has manifested
itself. The Lord asked us to make room
in our hearts and in our home for “the
least of these,” and we gave our humble
yes.
It should come as no surprise then
that as an adoptive mother, when I see
stories about refugees in the news, I
see the beautiful faces of my own four
adopted children, the ones that give me
hugs and love injera (the national food
of Ethiopia) and make me laugh—no,
they weren’t technically designated
as refugees, but they are indeed immigrants who left a highly unstable

situation, in hopes of obtaining a better
life. When I see photographs of the
desperate, exhausted women in refugee
camps, I see the birth mothers of my
children, and the horrible injustices
that led them to relinquish their precious babies. I have met these women,
and looked in their eyes, and hugged
them tight. And so, my heart breaks.
How can we be the hands and feet of
Jesus in a broken, hurting world? How
can we respond to the present refugee
crisis? A radical, self-giving love is
rarely convenient or comfortable, as
many of us know first-hand. Yet still
Jesus asks us to give our yes, and then to
trust, to hope, to keep the faith. While
no one person or nation can singlehandedly solve our world’s problems, each of
us can certainly do something. We can
pray. We can acknowledge the human
dignity of men, women, and children—
created in the image and likeness of
God—all around the world. We can take
the opportunity to discern if we might
be called to adopt or foster a child in
need of a family. We can invest in the
lives of immigrants and refugees in
our own respective neighborhoods and
parishes.
We can, simply, learn to love the
other.
When people see me out with my
eight children in tow, they often ask

how I do it, or tell me I must be a saint—
which is admittedly hilarious, because I
assure you I’m anything but a saint. But
one thing I can say without reservation
is that to open your heart to the other, to
welcome and embrace a precious man,
woman or child in need, while certainly
life-changing and transformative for
them, will absolutely change you, too.
You’ll shed tears of joy as you witness
their triumphs and victories, and you’ll
find yourself crying out to God for help
as you watch them struggle. You’ll discover the messiness of life anew, and
you’ll experience a most strange paradox: a beautiful and brave life, lived in
obedience to Christ, is not really lived
without risk of pain or loss.
But don’t think my family is anything
particularly unique or special. We are
just one big, messy, noisy family. We
hail from different parts of the world,
we have diverse talents and weaknesses,
and we spend our days experiencing life,
love, and faith together.
As Catholics, we must make room in
our hearts for our hurting brothers and
sisters in other parts of the world. I can
tell you from experience that they are
crying out for love, hope, and Christ’s
mercy. And I can also tell you that, no
matter who you are, there is always,
always something you can do.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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