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But you, O Bethlehem Eph’rathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Micah 5:2
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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Saintly inspiration for new beginnings

I

t’s not that often that bishops are
able to announce the kind of good
news I am about to share with you.
As I write this column, the archdiocese
is beginning the process of opening two
new parishes in the Denver metro area
in response to our growing population.
For some of you this isn’t news, since
you are a part of the two communities –
one in Thornton and one in Green Valley
Ranch – that have come together to form
the foundation for these future parishes. I am inspired to see the number
of young families and faithful men and
women who have committed to become
a part of these new communities.
Before I reveal the names I have
chosen, it’s important to explain some
Church terminology that describes the
phases of forming a parish. On December 3, 2017, these two communities will
be designated as a “quasi-parish.” Prior
to receiving this status, they were satellite locations of Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish and Ascension Parish.
With their designation as quasi-parishes, these communities will now
have their own patron saints, statutes,
pastoral and finance councils, keep
their own sacramental records and
have an established territory within
the archdiocese. Once these parishes
are incorporated and demonstrate that
they can sustain themselves, they will
be recognized as parishes.
I have been praying for quite some
time about what these two new locations should be named. As I brought

this decision before the Lord, the
importance of renewing family life
and evangelization kept echoing in my
heart, and so I have chosen two recent
saints who exemplify those missions.
This coming August, the Church
will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s visit to
Denver for World Youth Day in 1993.
Many observers have commented that
this was a spiritual turning point for
the Church in the United States. And
certainly, it was a turning point for the
Church in northern Colorado. During
his visit, St. John Paul II challenged
us to become saints, and for many, he
became a father figure who was also
their spiritual hero. Countless marriages, and priestly and religious vocations were born during those summer
days in Cherry Creek State Park, and
25 years later we continue to see new
apostolates created as a result of his
leadership and love.
Not only did St. John Paul II inspire
many people to take up the demands
of the Gospel with joy and zeal, but
he also gave the Church the gift of the
Theology of the Body. As forces within
our society work to dismantle the
blessing, meaning and purpose of sexuality, the treasure that St. John Paul
II gave us in the Theology of the Body
increasingly reveals its value.
For these reasons, I have decided
to name the quasi-parish in Thornton,
“St. John Paul II.” The community that
has been meeting for the last several

NOV. 19: Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10:30 a.m.)
DEC. 3: Mass. St. Louis
parish, Louisville (11:15 a.m.)

DEC. 6: Mass with seminarians
and faculty, St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, St. JPII
Center (12:10 p.m.)
DEC. 7: Mass with
seminarians and faculty,
Redemptoris Mater
Seminary chapel, St. John
Paul II Center (5:30 p.m.)
DEC. 8: Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (12:10 p.m.)

prepare for their wedding by attending
a “triduum” of Masses over the three
days before their vows.
Besides her love for the faith, St.
Gianna is best known for how she lived
her final days. When she was pregnant
with her fourth child, who would be
named Gianna Emanuela, she learned
that she had a benign tumor on her
uterus. This condition was treated at
the time by removing the uterus, which
would kill the child. However, Gianna
steadfastly refused a hysterectomy and
had only the tumor removed, knowing that the risk of a stitch becoming
infected or breaking from being pregnant was quite high. She gave birth on
Holy Saturday, but a few hours later she
came down with a septic infection. St.
Gianna died four days later at her home.
Because of her love for her family,
devotion to the faith, and protection of
innocent human life, I have decided to
name the second new quasi-parish “St.
Gianna Molla.” This community has
been celebrating Mass at Omar D. Blair
Charter School in Green Valley Ranch.
As the Church works toward establishing a permanent presence in these
locations, I urge everyone in the archdiocese to pray for these communities,
that they might imitate their patrons
and continue to grow. I also encourage
you to learn more about these amazing saints, who offer us examples that
are especially relevant for our society
today. Saints John Paul II and Gianna
Molla, pray for us!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
NOV. 13-16: U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops meeting,
Baltimore

months has gathered at Frasatti Catholic Academy and the archdiocese is
working to purchase land in the vicinity
to provide a site for the parish church.
As I mentioned earlier, the state of
the family has been in my prayers, too.
A couple years ago I came across some
love letters that were written between
an engaged Italian couple during
World War II. That couple was St.
Gianna Molla and her husband Pietro.
St. Gianna Molla was a doctor with a
generous heart for the poor and a desire
to share her faith. At one point, she
even planned to join her priest brother
in Brazil as a missionary, but her family’s concerns about her delicate health
and the primitive conditions there dissuaded her. Since she couldn’t be a missionary, she focused her intense love for
God and the poor on family life and the
practice of medicine.
In reading the letters that St. Gianna
and Pietro Molla exchanged, their love
for God and each other is evident. She
wrote to Pietro, “I really want to make
you happy and be what you desire:
good, understanding, and ready for
the sacrifices that life will require of
us.” Pietro responded, “I’ve read your
letter over and over, and kissed it. A
new life is beginning for me: the life of
your great (and greatly desired) affections and of your radiant goodness.”
Their love for each other was fed by
their faith, which was often mentioned
in their letters. Their spiritual depth
was also apparent in their decision to

@ArchbishopDen

Oct 29

#Fatima Year closes at
parish in Denver. Over
2.1 million #rosaries
prayed world wide
for peace! #ImmaculateHeartofMary,
pray for us! +sja
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila greets families following a Mass celebrating
the closing of the pilgrimage year to Our Lady of Fatima Parish Oct. 29.
photo by jason weinrich
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Vatican Notes

From here to eternity.
Pope Francis at the
general audience in
St. Peter’s Square on
October 25, 2017.
photo by daniel ibáñez | cna

Pope: The saints weren’t perfect, but
they allowed God to touch their lives
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

P

ope Francis marked All Saints’
Day saying the saints are honored
not because they were perfect or
did everything right, but because they
allowed God to touch their lives and
fought hard against sin.
“The Solemnity of All Saints is ‘our’
feast: not because we are good, but
because the holiness of God has touched
our lives,” the Pope said Nov. 1.
Saints, he said, “are not perfect
models, but are people whose lives God
has crossed,” and can be compared with
the stained glass windows of a church,
“which allow light to enter in different
shades of color.”
The saints above all are our brothers
and sisters “who have welcomed the light
of God into their hearts and have passed
it on to the world, each one according to
their own ‘tone’,” he said, but stressed
that no matter the “color” they give, “all
of them are transparent.”
“They have fought to take away the
stains and darkness of sin, so as to let
the gentle light of God pass through,” he
said, adding that “this is the purpose of
life, even for us.”
Pointing to the day’s Gospel reading
from Matthew, in which Christ outlines
the Beatitudes, Francis said the word
“blessed”, with which Christ begins his
preaching, is in itself an announcement
of the Gospel because it points to the path
of happiness.
“Whoever is with Jesus is blessed, is
happy,” he said, explaining that happiness “is not having something or becoming someone,” but rather “true happiness
is being with the Lord and living for love.”
The “ingredients” for a happy life,
then, are what Christ calls the beatitudes,

he said, explaining that the blessed ones
“are the simple, the humble who make
room for God, who know how to weep
for others and for their own errors, those
who stay meek, who fight for justice, who
are merciful toward all, who guard purity
of heart, who always work for peace and
remain in joy, not in hate, and, even when
suffering, respond to evil with good.”
The beatitudes, then, are not “sensational acts” reserved only for “supermen,”
but are attitudes for those who live through
the trials and fatigues of everyday life.
Even the saints are like this, he said,
explaining that like everyone, “they
breathe the air polluted by the evil that’s
in the world, but along the way they never
lose sight of Jesus’ path, the one indicated in the beatitudes, which are like
the map of Christian life.”
And the feast of All Saints, then, is not
celebrated only in honor of those who
have reached the “goal” this map leads
to, but it is also for the many “simple and
hidden people” who we may know, and
who, through everyday holiness, help
God to “carry the world forward.”
Francis highlighted the importance
of the beatitude “blessed are the poor
in spirit,” which he said does not mean
living for success, power, or money,
since “whoever accumulates treasures
for themselves is not rich before God.”
Rather, those who are poor in spirit
believe that “the Lord is the treasure of
life, and that love of neighbor is the only
true source of income.”
“At times we are unhappy about something we lack or are worried whether or
not we are though of as we would like
[to be],” he said, and urged pilgrims to
remember that true beatitude is not
found in these things, but only “in the
Lord and in love.”

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters
to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that
God has entrusted to you, in full
compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through your
charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado
is here to help you plan your Will, including the
opportunity for special gifts that you may not be
able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure
is a gift from God, and we can give it a way to serve
the greater good.
Give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure
in heaven. LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
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St. John Paul, the Great
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

D

ifficult times make great saints
out of ordinary life.
Such was the case of Karol
Jozef Wojtyla, a timid young boy born
in Poland, on May 18, 1920. Few could
imagine that one day he would become
one of the most influential figures of
his time.
As pope, he would go on to bring
about a renewal in the Church and play
a key role in the defeat of the Communist regime in Europe.
Wojtyla knew suffering. By the age
of 21, he had lost his immediate family
– mother, brother and father.
He knew the importance of culture,
fighting the Nazi occupation during his
college years not by force, but through
Polish art.
Among his many characteristics,

his priestly love for young people was
unique. As an ethics professor, he met
with a group of students to pray, discuss
theological topics and go skiing, kayaking and camping.
Wojtyla’s life would lead him to
become “the most intellectually sophisticated and pastorally experienced pope
in centuries,” as George Weigel, his
biographer, described him.
John Paul II’s apostolic zeal drove
him to 129 countries during his papacy.
His call for a “New evangelization”
and his persistence in a message of hope
and courage to young people have produced abundant fruits in the Church.
His “Theology of the Body” would
allow generations to understand the
beauty of marriage and sexuality.
A “JP II generation” was born – it
seeks to live out the fullness of the Christian life in the world, parish and family.

“

It is Jesus who
stirs in you the
desire to do something
great with your lives… the
refusal to allow yourselves
to be ground down by
mediocrity, the courage
to commit yourselves
humbly and patiently
to improving yourselves
and society, making
the world more human
and more fraternal.”
ST. JOHN PAUL II

DECREE OF ESTABLISHMENT
SAINT JOHN PAUL II | DENVER, COLORADO

Most Reverend
Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L,
by the grace of God and the
favor of the Apostolic See,
Archbishop of Denver
The Second Vatican Council, in its
Decree Concerning the Pastoral Office of
Bishops in the Church, (CD, 32) provides
that the diocesan bishop is responsible
for the pastoral care of those living in
the diocese. He is to see to their spiritual well-being by establishing parishes
or, when necessary pursuant to universal and particular law, quasi-parishes,
when it is opportune to do so.
In virtue of this mandate, and to
serve the growing population of the
Northglenn/Thornton area and the
increasing number of parishioners at
Immaculate Heart of Mary, after having
consulted the Presbyteral Council
of the Archdiocese of Denver on the
13th day of September 2017 (Prot. N.
2017-0567 AB-A) and the priests of the

Northeast Deanery, and in recognition
of the community of Christian faithful
already coming together to celebrate
the Mass at Frassati Catholic Academy,
by this decree, I canonically establish
a new territorial quasi-parish (CIC,
canon 516 § 1), in the Northeast Deanery, under the patronage of Saint John
Paul II, whose feast is celebrated on
the 22nd day of October. Its specific
location to be determined by the future
acquisition of land that will house the
parish church and offices.
The parochial administrator for
Saint John Paul II quasi-parish shall
be Rev. James Spahn, in addition to
his current assignment as Pastor of
Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Saint John Paul II quasi-parish,
shall have the following boundaries:
Northern Boundary- East on East
168th Avenue from I-(Interstate) 25 to
Quebec Street.
Eastern Boundary- South on Quebec
Street from 168th Avenue to E-(Express) 470, then southeast to USH
(United States Highway) 85, then
southwest to East 104th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on East
104th Avenue from CSH 85 to Riverdale Road.
Western Boundary- North on Riverdale Road from East 104th Avenue to

Holly Street, then north to East 128th
Avenue, then west to I-25, then north
to East 168th Avenue.
Saint John Paul II quasi-parish
has Juridic personality ipso iure (CIC,
canon 515 § 3), with all the rights, privileges, and obligations attached thereto.
I also approve its statutes (CIC, canon
117), which are attached to this decree.
The administration of its temporal
goods is subject to the existing universal and diocesan norms, as well as any
applicable civil laws.
The banking and financial administration of Saint John Paul II quasi-parish shall remain an aspect of Immaculate Heart of Mary, yet be accounted
for separately, until such a time as a
civil non-profit corporation is erected.
After consultation with the pastor
and parish finance council of Immaculate Heart of Mary, it is hereby decreed
that this parish shall, before the 1st of
December 2017, pursuant to the provisions of CIC, canon 122, contribute/
designate the sum of $20,000 to Saint
John Paul II quasi-parish.
Until a parish church is erected,
liturgical functions will continue at
Frassati Catholic Academy, or another
appropriate gathering space designated by the administrator. However,
baptisms, weddings, and funerals may

also be celebrated at Immaculate Heart
of Mary.
In accord with the norms of CIC,
canons 516, 536 and 537, a pastoral
council and finance council shall be
constituted in the Saint John Paul II
quasi-parish, pursuant to the norms of
universal and particular law.
Saint John Paul II quasi-parish is
to have its own parish registers (CIC,
canon 535 §§ 1-2) with entries beginning on the Sunday, December 3, 2017;
its own parish seal (CIC, canon 535 §
3); and its own parish archives (CIC,
canon 535 § 4).
All the Christian faithful who have
a domicile or quasi-domicile in the territory defined above belong by law to
Saint John Paul II quasi-parish.
This present decree shall take effect
on the 3rd day of December 2017, the
1st Sunday of Advent.
May Saint John Paul II, the heavenly patron of this new quasi-parish,
intercede with the Father for rich
blessings to come upon this new
community of the Christian faithful
through Jesus Christ and in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
Given at the Curia Denveriensis on
this 4th day of November 2017, on the
Feast of St. Charles Borromeo, Denver,
Colorado.
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St. Gianna Molla
G
reat acts of love overflow from
smaller, daily ones.
Gianna was a “young
mother… who, to give life to her daughter, sacrificed her own, with conscious
immolation,” said Pope Paul VI – “referring to Christ on Calvary and in the
Eucharist.”
Born 1922 in Italy to a deeply Catholic family, she learned the importance
of Mass and prayer at very a young age.
Molla became a medical doctor
in 1949. Her Catholic identity shone
forth in her “mission,” attending babies,
mothers and the elderly.
The Italian doctor married Pietro
Molla in 1955 and gave birth to three
children. “With simplicity and equilibrium, she harmonized the demands
of mother, wife, doctor and her passion
for life,” said Pope John Paul II.
Molla developed a fibroma in the

uterus during her fourth pregnancy.
She didn’t only refuse to have an abortion. She also rejected a hysterectomy,
which would have saved her, but would
cause the indirect death of the child.
Even though such action was morally permissible, the loving mother
chose to have a surgery that would not
end the baby’s life, yet would greatly
endanger her own.
Both survived. She spent the next
seven months after surgery dedicated
to her tasks as doctor and mother.
Yet, foreseeing the danger of giving
birth she told the doctors, “If you must
decide between me and the child, do not
hesitate: choose the child.”
Gianna Emmanuela was born in
1962. However, despite all efforts to
save the 39-year-old mother, she died
a week later, exclaiming, “Jesus, I love
you.”

“

What is a
vocation? It is
a gift from God, so it
comes from God. If
it is a gift from God,
our concern must be
to know God’s will. We
must enter that path: if
God wants, when God
wants, how God wants.
Never force the door.”
ST. GIANNA MOLLA

SAINT GIANNA MOLLA | DENVER, COLORADO
The Second Vatican Council, in
its Decree Concerning the Pastoral
Office of Bishops in the Church, (CD,
32) provides that the diocesan bishop
is responsible for the pastoral care
of those living in the diocese. He is
to see to their spiritual well-being by
establishing parishes or, when necessary pursuant to universal and particular law, quasi-parishes, when it is
opportune to do so.
In virtue of this mandate, and to
serve the growing of the Denver/
Aurora area and the increasing
number of parishioners at Ascension
Catholic Parish, after having consulted the Presbyteral Council of the
Archdiocese of Denver on the 13th
day of September 2017 (Prot. N. 20170567 AB-A) and the priests of the
East Deanery, and in recognition of
the community of Christian faithful
already coming together to celebrate
the Mass at Omar D. Blair Charter
School, by this decree, I canonically
establish a new territorial quasi-parish (CIC, canon 516 § 1), in the East
Deanery, under the patronage of
Saint Gianna Molla whose feast is celebrated on the 28th day of April. Its
specific location to be determined by
the future acquisition of land that will
house the parish church and offices.

The parochial administrator for
Saint Gianna Molla quasi-parish shall
be Rev. Jason Wunsch, in addition to
his current assignment as Parochial
Vicar of Ascension Catholic Parish.
Saint Gianna Molla quasi-parish,
shall have the following boundaries:
Northern Boundary- East on East
96th Avenue from Buckley Road
to West Cargo Road, then continue
north on Picadilly Road to East 120th
Avenue, then east to Manila Road.
Eastern Boundary- South on Manila
Road from East 120th Avenue to I(Interstate) 70.
Southern Boundary- West on I-70
from Manila Road to Peña Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on Peña
Boulevard from I-70 to East 56th
Avenue then west to Buckley Road,
then north to East 96th Avenue.
Saint Gianna Molla quasi-parish
has Juridic personality ipso iure (CIC,
canon 515 § 3), with all the rights,
privileges, and obligations attached
thereto. I also approve its statutes
(CIC, canon 117), which are attached
to this decree. The administration
of its temporal goods is subject to
the existing universal and diocesan
norms, as well as any applicable civil
laws.
The banking and financial

administration of Saint Gianna Molla
quasi-parish shall remain an aspect
of Ascension Catholic Parish, yet be
accounted for separately, until such a
time as a civil non-profit corporation
is erected.
After consultation with the
pastor and parish finance council
of Ascension Catholic Parish, it is
hereby decreed that this parish shall,
before the 1st of December 2017,
pursuant to the provisions of CIC,
canon 122, contribute/designate the
sum of $5,000 to Saint Gianna Molla
quasi-parish.
Until a parish church is erected,
liturgical functions will continue
at Omar D. Blair Charter School, or
another appropriate gathering space
designated by the administrator.
However, baptisms, weddings, and
funerals may also be celebrated at
Ascension Catholic Parish.
In accord with the norms of CIC,
canons 516, 536 and 537, a pastoral
council and finance council shall be
constituted in the Saint Gianna Molla
quasi-parish, pursuant to the norms
of universal and particular law.
Saint Gianna Molla quasi-parish is
to have its own parish registers (CIC,
canon 535 §§ 1-2) with entries beginning on the Sunday, December 3,

2017; its own parish seal (CIC, canon
535 § 3); and its own parish archives
(CIC, canon 535 § 4).
All the Christian faithful who have
a domicile or quasi-domicile in the
territory defined above belong by law
to Saint Gianna Molla quasi-parish.
This present decree shall take
effect on the 3rd day of December
2017, the 1st Sunday of Advent.
May Saint Gianna Molla, the heavenly patron of this new quasi-parish,
intercede with the Father for rich
blessings to come upon this new
community of the Christian faithful through Jesus Christ and in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Given at the Curia Denveriensis
on this 4th day of November 2017, on
the Feast of St. Charles Borromeo,
Denver, Colorado.

Most Reverend
Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver

Mr. David Uebbing
Chancellor
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“¡Viva Cristo Rey!”
Auxiliary bishop to celebrate
Mass for immigrants and refugees
BY VLADIMIR
MAURICIO-PEREZ

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”

Father Ron Cattany
Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese of
Denver, our Cathedral
is in need of some
vital repairs.
Reinforce steeples to
prevent crumbling

INTERIOR
$2.3 million

EXTERIOR
$4.4 million

$1.7 million

$3.3 million

$1.1 million

$2.2 million

$575,000.00

$1.1 million

Increase security
on access points
Repair, paint,
clean interior

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org or
call us at 303-831-7010
for more information
All donations are tax deductible

COLLECTED

$188,734.00

COLLECTED

$208,421.55

T

vladimir.mauricio-perez@archden.org

he Auxiliary Bishop of Denver,
Jorge Rodriguez, will celebrate a
Mass in Spanish for the prayers
of all immigrants and refugees at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception Nov. 26. on the feast of
Christ the King.
THE CHURCH WALKS
WITH THE IMMIGRANT
Bishop Rodriguez affirmed that the
growing attention the archdiocese
has given to immigrants is primarily a
response to Jesus’ calling in the Gospel.
“Holy Scripture is very clear about
the care and hospitality toward the
immigrant,” he told the Denver Catholic en Español: “‘The stranger who
sojourns with you shall be to you as the
native among you, and you shall love
him as yourself; for you were strangers
in the land of Egypt’ (Lev 19:34). Also,
Jesus commanded us to do the same
when he called us to love our neighbor.”
The urgency to walk with the immigrant community is also a response to
Pope Francis’ invitation. He said in his
visit to the United States in 2015, “Now
you are facing this stream of Latin immigration which affects many of your dioceses. Not only as the Bishop of Rome,
but also as a pastor from the South, I
feel the need to thank and encourage
you. Perhaps it will not be easy for you

to look into their soul; perhaps you will
be challenged by their diversity. But
know that they also possess resources
meant to be shared. So, do not be afraid
to welcome them.”
“No, we don’t have financial or secondary intentions, as someone has
said – probably intending to silence the
voice of bishops regarding the support
for the immigrant community,” Bishop
Rodriguez explained. Instead, “[this initiative] is born out of our personal love
for our immigrant brothers and sisters
in our parishes.”
ON THE FEAST OF
CHRIST THE KING
The Mass will be celebrated on the
feast of Christ the King, highlighting
the historical significance this feast
carries for many Hispanics. During the
religious persecution of last century’s
“Cristero” War, many Mexicans gave
up their lives proclaiming, “¡Viva Cristo
Rey!” (“Long live Christ, the King!”).
“This chapter in history allows us
to recall God, the Father’s providential
care for each one of us, and the assurance that the final victory belongs to
Jesus Christ,” said Bishop Rodriguez.
The auxiliary bishop sees the importance of this message of hope to the
immigrant community, as it faces many
difficulties in legal processes.
He assured that the trials aren’t few:
“Many of our youth see their future
dreams threatened… siblings and
friends, who came to work honestly,

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Need a Car
for the Holidays?

GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY!
Amazing
Low Rate!

Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez will celebrate a special Mass for immigrants
and refugees at the Cathedral Nov. 26 at 12:30 p.m. FlicKr photo

face deportation… [and] parents, couples and families are torn apart.”
Amid such difficulties, the
Church accompanies the immigrant
community.
“We want to lift up the intentions
of the immigrant community in this
Mass,” said Bishop Rodriguez. “For
the Psalm says, ‘Commit your way to
the Lord; trust in him, and he will act”
(37:5).
BISHOP RODRIGUEZ
CALLS THE FAITHFUL
TO PARTICIPATE
The auxiliary bishop asked all the
faithful to “listen, in the depth of their
hearts, to the voice of Christ: ‘A new
commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; even as I have loved
you’” (Jn 13: 34).
“The Church doesn’t ask the faithful
to break the law,” he continued. “Rather,
it asks for a just law to be passed – a law
that serves men and not vice versa.”
He requested that Denver Catholics

support the U.S. bishops in the fight for
a comprehensive immigration reform.
Bishop Rodriguez also persuaded the
faithful to seek accurate information
regarding these topics, and to find good
perspectives on social issues, such as
Msgr. Jose Gomez’s Immigration and
the Next America: Renewing the Soul
of Our Nation.
Finally, he encouraged them “to
consider this ‘problem’ not as a mere
social, political or economical issue:
we are speaking of men and women
with human dignity and fundamental
rights,” he said. “They are beloved children of God.”

i
MASS FOR IMMIGRANTS
AND REFUGEES
Presided by Bishop Jorge Rodriguez
Place: Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
Date: Nov. 26, 2017
Hour: 12:30 p.m.

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

2.89

%
APR
*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today
Uniting Your Faith and Finances

Uniting Your Faith and Finances

Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.89% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles November 1-30, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House


Nov 10-12 ― Men & Women: Fr. Len Kraus, S.J.
Serenity Retreat - 12 Steps



Nov 15 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Joy : A Perspective on My Life



Dec 8-10 ― Men & Women: Sr. Eileen Currie,
M.S.C., Pat Wight, & Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
Individual Directed Payer Retreat:
Come Aside for a While



Dec 12 ― Day of Prayer: Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.
Pondering with Mary: “How Can This Be?”
We will be closed from December 15, 2017
through January 1, 2018. We look forward to
serving your retreat needs in the New Year!

Individually directed retreats
available throughout the year.
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
Find & Like Us on Facebook
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Catholic medical students fearlessly
take pro-life issues head on
Despite conflicts, we
need Catholic healthcare
professionals more than ever
BY THERESE BUSSEN

W

therese.bussen@archden.org
@ThereseBussen

ith abortion and contraception deemed as necessary
practices in the medical
field, and now with the legalization of
physician-assisted suicide in Colorado,
the healthcare field is not friendly to the
Catholic teaching of defending natural life to natural death — or those who
believe and practice it.
It’s particularly a challenge to medical students, who may be required to
learn about or witness practices that
conflict with Catholic teaching, and deal
with difficult professors and colleagues.
But that’s not stopping Catholic
medical students from pursuing the
field, where they can be a witness to
others. In fact, it requires a deeper faith
life and relationship with Jesus Christ,
according to the University of Colorado
Anschutz Medical Campus chaplain,
Father Angel Perez-Lopez.
“Sometimes the difficulties they
encounter motivate them to go deeper
in their faith, which isn’t a bad thing,”
Father Perez-Lopez said.
Father Perez-Lopez and his co-chaplain, Father Luis Granados, provide
Masses on campus, as well as confessions, advice and spiritual direction.
They also host a once-a-month event
where they discuss ethical questions
with students.
“Some of the issues are with the
beginning of life and the end of life,
basic virtues needed for healthcare,
difficult scenarios, and the meaning of
human suffering and sickness,” Father
Perez-Lopez said. “We also talk about
the false notion of autonomy of life as
well as euthanasia and assisted suicide.
Human life is everything.”
Difficult scenarios dealing with the

dignity of human life are many even
in the classroom, both from teachers
and fellow classmates. But it’s also an
opportunity to witness to the faith.
“We had a representative from
Planned Parenthood to teach on ethics.
The whole time, I held and prayed a
rosary,” said physician assistant student at CU Anschutz, Catie Bettendorf.
“During that class, God provided opportunities to talk to my classmates about
my beliefs and why. It really comes
down to being open to God’s will and
asking Him to provide opportunities
to share him with others.”
“In the medical field, students are
taught that Natural Family Planning
(NFP) methods have a 25% failure rate,”
Bettendorf added. “This is of course
false, and the data was gathered in misleading manner. I share journal articles
with my classmates giving the actual
data and the other methods. It has also
prompted good discussion with peers
who do not understand why I do not
want to use birth control.”
Clinical rotations are another opportunity where students may encounter
difficulties and provide a witness to the
faith, says general medicine student
at CU Anschutz, Catherine Waymel.
Clinicals don’t start for another couple
years for her, but she plans to be honest
about her beliefs to both supervisors
and patients.
“[I’ll handle it by] being forthright
and just saying, ‘This is my situation,
I conscientiously object,’ which is still
acceptable in the medical field. And
being forthright with patients,” Waymel
said. “Just being honest and saying it is
the best way to approach it. I expect an
uphill battle, but I also can’t [be a health
professional] without [my faith].”
But to have a steadfast response to
difficulties in the medical field requires
a solid faith community, a life of prayer

Father Angel Perez talks with Kaitlin Vanderkolk, a second year medical
student and a member of the board for the Catholic Medical Association,
following Mass at the Bushnell Auditorium on the Anschutz Medical
Campus on Oct. 24.
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Catholic medical students studying
at University of Colorado Anschutz
Medical Campus face a unique set
of challenges, especially in a field
that is not always in alignment
with the teachings of the Church.
The Catholic Medical Association
group formed on the campus gives
Catholic medical students a source
of support. photos by anya seMenoFF/denver catholic

“

Some of the
issues are with
the beginning of life and
the end of life, basic virtues needed for healthcare, diﬃcult scenarios,
and the meaning of
human suﬀering and
sickness. We also talk
about the false notion
of autonomy of life as
well as euthanasia and
assisted suicide. Human
life is everything.”
FATHER PEREZ-LOPEZ

and a deep relationship with Christ,
Bettendorf and Waymel said. Both
are members of the Catholic Medical
Association student chapter on campus,
which provides Catholic students a
place of solidarity and support.
“Our class is really fortunate — we
have a lot of Catholic students and
they’re very involved,” Waymel said.
“I can’t help someone through suffering
if I’m running from my own suffering…I
can’t do it without a relationship with
Christ. That group has helped a lot too,
to know that I’m not the only one.”
“Without a relationship with Christ,
there is no way I could stay faithful in
this field,” Bettendorf said. “Each morning, I read the daily readings and offer
my day to God. Sunday Mass, daily
Mass when I can, reading good Catholic
books and weekly adoration are crucial
for me.”
Despite the challenges of the healthcare field in a culture that does not support the dignity of life, both Bettendorf
and Waymel pursue their careers with
confidence and encourage those similarly called to not be afraid.
“He made it abundantly clear I was
supposed to be in healthcare, in Colorado, and he continues to reaffirm
almost daily,” Bettendorf said. “There
is a need for Catholic healthcare providers, and my desire and skillset aligns
with God’s to meet that need. It is challenging but it is God’s will, and that is
what ultimately fulfills us.”
“We need physicians and providers who are also Catholic and believe
life has value. We’d very quickly have
trouble finding someone who wouldn’t
persuade a mother of two kids to avoid
having more children,” Waymel said.
“Persecution shouldn’t be a deterring
factor. It’s necessary so we can continue
having providers who value life. It’s also
a vocation, and every vocation has its
challenges.”
Father Perez-Lopez encourages students, or those interested in pursuing
the field, to remember the true meaning
of human suffering, which is so closely
encountered as a professional, and to be
unafraid if the Lord calls them to serve
people in this way.
“At the core of problems people in
this study face is the redemptive meaning of human suffering — we’ve lost that.
To die, to be sick, to be handicapped,
doesn’t make sense. Jesus gives suffering meaning,” Father Perez-Lopez said.
“I repeat, ‘Do not be afraid.’ The
Lord has conquered the world…I
would encourage them to be very well
grounded in their faith and take this
position [in the field] as an opportunity
to rediscover and deepen your faith.”

are
Airf

buy your tickets today!

ud
incl

grand prize
ROME, ITALY
FOR 4
7-night stay in Rome at the luxurious
Hotel Alimandi Vaticano, just
outside the Vatican walls. Prize
includes a day-trip to Assisi.

MULTI-TICKET

refer-a-friend

Prize

Prize

JEWELS OF PARIS,
FRANCE

FOR 2

FOR 2
7-night stay in Paris. Prize includes
a tour of Notre Dame Cathedral,
and admission to the Louvre and
Eiffel Tower.

ALASKAN CRUISE
7-nights aboard the Royal Caribbean
Celebrity Solstice in an ocean
view stateroom.
Buy 1 ticket and refer a friend who
buys at least 1 ticket to be entered.

Buy 3 or more tickets to be entered.

DRAWING: DEC. 20, 2017

Purchase Tickets
(limited tickets available)

RoadToRomeRaffle.com or call 303.477.5436 M-F 8:30-4:30 p.m.
Buy 1

$50

Buy 3

$135

Buy 5

$220

Buy 10

$400
Raffle License #2017-12402

Proceeds benefit the lives and ministries of the Capuchin Franciscans of the Province of Mid-America.

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

Step-Up CD
Step up your savings today with
our flexible, one-time
rising rate CD.
• 1.61% APY* 48 month starting rate
• 1.92% APY* 60 month starting rate

Disclosures
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield and is based on compounding dividends within the certificate. A penalty will be imposed if you withdraw the principal before the certificate
maturity date. The penalty is calculated as a forfeiture of interest that has been or would be earned on the account. If the account has not yet earned enough interest, the
penalty will be deducted from the principal.
The four (4) year and (5) year Step-Up certificates of deposit offer a “step up” feature which allows a one-time option of locking in a higher dividend rate* on your certificate
of deposit. The “step up” feature is available after the certificate has remained on deposit for a minimum of 2 years (730 days). The minimum deposit to participate in the
Step-Up certificate of deposit is $500.00.
Once the Step-Up feature is requested *the higher dividend rate will match the rate being offered on a new Fidelis Catholic Credit Union certificate of deposit with the same
term. Member must inform Fidelis Catholic Credit Union of their intent to “step up” their dividend rate in person or in writing to: Fidelis Catholic Credit Union, 6320 Olde
Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada, CO 80003. Offer available to members of Fidelis Catholic Credit Union. This is a limited time offer and rates are subject to change without notice.

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today!
Uniting Your Faith
and Finances

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Catholic Charities opens ﬁrst permanent
supportive housing in Weld County
Guadalupe
Apartments provide
‘a home with a
coach’ to homeless,
low-income
BY ROXANNE KING

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

hanks to Catholic Charities’
newly opened Guadalupe Apartments, this winter will be the
first in seven that Christopher Llamas
won’t be homeless.

“January 1 would have been the first
day of the eighth year,” the 26-year-old
told the Denver Catholic. “I lived under
bridges and anywhere else I could find
cover.”
Now he has a fully furnished studio
apartment and supportive services
to address the issues that led to his
homelessness, which he said was
trouble keeping a job due to cognitive
disabilities suffered from shaken baby
syndrome.
“I’m so grateful,” Llamas said about
his recently acquired home. “To be able
to stay warm in winter is awesome. …
It’s a chance to get adjusted to normal
life.”
Llamas was among some 125 people
including Guadalupe Apartment

residents, affordable housing leaders,
stakeholders and government officials
attending the Oct. 27 grand opening of
Weld County’s first large-scale permanent supportive housing complex.
Located at 1520 N. 11th Ave. in Greeley, Guadalupe Apartments aims to give
low-income and homeless individuals
and families a path to housing stability.
“This isn’t just an apartment building,” Justin Raddatz, executive director
of Archdiocesan Housing Inc., an arm
of Catholic Charities, told the Denver
Catholic. “It’s a home with a coach.”
The $13.5 million Guadalupe Apartments consist of 47 studio, one- and
two-bedroom furnished units that combine non-time-limited affordable housing assistance with on-site supportive

services, including case management,
mental health assessments, and
employment resources.
“The case managers purpose is to
serve the residents and remove the
barriers that are blocking them from
achieving their goals—from needing
medical referrals to learning Microsoft Word to get a job,” Raddatz said.
“That’s what the Archdiocesan Housing
team provides to all the residents free
of charge.”
The apartments are subsidized
through the US Department of Housing and Urban Development voucher
program so residents’ rent cost is no
more than 30 percent of their income,
officials said.
Larry Smith, president and CEO

This Thanksgiving, share your blessings by saving a place
for your neighbors in need at the Samaritan House.

Save a Place at the

Most people never expect to become homeless – but when they do,
Samaritan House and the new Samaritan House Women’s Shelter
are there…thanks to generous donors like you. Each year we help
thousands of people in need during the Thanksgiving season.
You don’t need to give a lot in order for someone to receive a lot...
$40 will provide a Thanksgiving meal for 25 people.

PLEASE GIVE TODAY!
Thank you for your support and may you be blessed this Thanksgiving.

SamHouseDenver.org/thanksgiving
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Catholic Charities held the grand opening of the Guadalupe Apartments
Oct. 27. The facilities are the first permanent supportive housing in Weld
County. photo provided by catholic charities

of Catholic Charities Denver, led the
celebratory ribbon-cutting, remarks
by collaborators and reception, and
thanked the many volunteers, partners and organizations that made the
16-month project possible, including
US Bank, the Colorado Department of
Housing, the city of Greeley, the Carrico
Foundation, North Range Behavioral

Health, and the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints. The project was
paid for through the sales proceeds of
federal low-income housing tax credits
and state tax credits, officials said.
“Recently, the report from Freddie
Mac about rental affordability in Colorado is not good, because it says it continues to worsen,” Smith told the crowd.

“The beauty about what we’ve been able
to do here by bringing together a partnership of many individual groups … is
to bring about housing … that affords
people who were previously homeless,
dignity and respect.”
Jerry Garner, Greeley chief of police,
was among the collaborators delivering
remarks.
“We know, in our business, you need
first a place that is safe to be before you
can work on some of the other issues
that may be going on in your life,” he
said. “So this [facility] is helpful to all
of us and not just to the people who will
be living here.”
Archbishop Samuel Aquila sprinkled holy water on the main door as he
blessed the facility.
“O Lord our God,” he prayed, “…pour
out your blessing on all who will live
here throughout the years and upon
this neighborhood community and
upon this city.”
Guadalupe Apartments began leasing the units in September, Raddatz
said, adding that nearly every unit is
already occupied. Noting the dire need
for affordable housing, he said 150
households are on a wait list.

“The income limit to qualify for a
unit is 30 percent of the area median
income,” he told the Denver Catholic. “This is truly for people who have
nothing.”
Ashley Trujillo, 24, and her two
children, ages 5 and 7, moved into a
two-bedroom unit two weeks ago after
being homeless for six months, during
which time they stayed with family,
couch-surfed, and slept in their car.
“This is a good thing and a blessing—and we’re more than thankful,”
the single-parent mother said, adding
that with stable housing, she can now
focus on furthering her education. Her
hope is to become a dental hygienist.
The apartment came beautifully
furnished, Trujillo said, from the furniture and appliances down to dishes
in the kitchen and towels in the bathroom. Additionally, the facility includes
a computer lab, a family room, a laundry
room and a fitness center.
“I love it—it’s perfect,” Trujillo
said. “We went from having nothing to
having all this.
“Now my kids are like, ‘Are we going
home after school?’” she recalled with a
smile. “And I said, ‘You know it!’”

Evening of Hope

GALA

BENEFIT FOR HOPE SCHOLARSHIPS

Saturday, November 18, 2017
The Brown Palace Hotel
321 17th Street, Denver, CO 80202

Buy tickets at EOHGala.org

Beverly, Sts. Peter and Paul student
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Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado
Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org

Can the Church tell
me what to think
on social issues?
BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

I

s the Magisterium intruding in secular matters? Does dogma seek to
“impose” its views on non-believers – or on believers – in matters that
don’t pertain to religion?
Many Catholics who consider

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

SEEING IS
BELIEVING
SPECIAL OFFER

Visit our beautiful 200-acre campus
in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia
to discover the transformative power
of our time-tested, authentic Catholic
liberal arts education and find out
why Pope St. John Paul II said that
“Christendom is doing a great work
for the Church.” There’s no better way
to believe in our unique educational
experience than to see it for yourself.

christendom.edu/visit

>

Any high school
senior, who has
never visited
campus before
and visits this
year, can choose
between a
$100 travel
reimbursement
check or a $500
scholarship.

FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA

PRINCIPLES
AND POLICIES
“We must distinguish
between moral principles
and policies,” said Dr.
Terrance Wright, associate professor of philosophy at St. John Vianney
Seminary in Denver, to
the Denver Catholic. “The
Church does not claim
to be giving policies. Yet,
it would be failing in its
mission if it didn’t give
moral principles to guide
those policies.”
St. John Paul II also
illustrated this point in
Sollicitudo Rei Socialis by
affirming that the Magisterium “does not propose
economic and political
systems or programs, nor
does she show preference
for one or the other, provided that human dignity
is properly respected and
promoted.”
This being said, “Two
people of good faith could
well disagree on a social
policy,” affirmed Wright,
“as long as both are trying
to apply the moral principles of the Church.”
Catholic social teaching is a component of
moral doctrine because
men “are by nature
social beings,” explained
Wright.

themselves “practicing” agree with the
Catholic Church’s teaching on “faith
and morals.”
Nevertheless, many also feel uncomfortable with the Church’s social doctrine,
fearing it oversteps its boundaries by
making statements pertaining to politics,
economics, immigration, or related issues.

AUTHORITY
TO TEACH
“The authority of
the Church to teach
on morals comes from
Jesus himself,” affirmed
Wright.
Christ’s teachings
were impregnated with
morality. It becomes
evident in the Gospel:
“‘If you wish to enter
into life, keep the
commandments.’”
He also intended his
teachings and way of life
to be proclaimed to all:
“make disciples of all
nations… teaching them
to observe all that I have
commanded you.”
The Magisterium
recognizes that because
its moral teachings are
rational, they don’t only
belong to the faithful,
but to every human
person.
“This is why it speaks
of the natural law,
which is man’s understanding of the divine
law,” explained Wright.
“This is not merely a
matter of faith – it’s a
matter of reason.”

A MESSAGE FOR
EVERYONE
“The Church certainly does not only
speak to the faithful,”
Wright said. “It is
speaking the moral
truth and the truth is
not selective – the truth
is the truth.”
Since the truth is
universal, it applies to
all men, religious or not.
Thus, the Church
calls all men and groups
in society to recognize
the truth and greatness
of the human being.
It’s – as John Paul
II expressed it – “an
expert in humanity.”
The mission of the
Magisterium is not to
control all aspects of
human life and civilization, but to lead humanity to truth and justice.
The Church knows
that since “her message
is in harmony with the
most secret desires of
the human heart,” she
is able to “[restore]
hope to those who have
already despaired.”
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TWO SPHERES
Behind the idea that
the Church should not
speak on public topics,
lies a common misconception: Life is divided
into the private and
public life.
This division implies
that the Christian is not
to “impose” his views
on anyone outside of
his private domain.
It’s disrespectful and
unprofessional.
“Strictly speaking,
everyone is imposing
something on everyone,” said Wright. “In
a pluralistic culture,
people try to convince
individuals or groups on
the way to proceed. So,
it’s unjust for a Christian to be told to mind
his own business and
allow other people to
apply their own thinking on him.”
In fact, it’s the mission of the laity to affect
the secular order, as
John Paul II said in
Christiﬁdeles Laici:
“[The lay faithful are]
called by God so that
they… might contribute
to the sanctification of
the world.”

BELIEF AND
ACTION
“[What we believe]
should affect what we
do in the world – the
political decisions that
we make and what we
support or [don’t] support,” said Wright.
“The immigration
debate is a great example,” he added. “If you’re
supporting policies
that don’t recognize the
dignity of the person or
the family, then you are
putting yourself outside
of Catholic teaching.”
“It’s not easy to not
separate our faith from
our role in the world.
We are also sinful,”
Wright continued. “But
I encourage people to
take the time to learn
[the Church’s Magisterium], appreciate what
it’s trying to convey and
think about how they
can apply it in their
lives.”

WHEN CATHOLICS
STRUGGLE
In many cases, people
disagree with what
they think the Church
teaches instead of what
it actually teaches.
For this reason,
Wright encourages
Christians to “take the
time to study [Catholic
social doctrine] and not
take it to second hand.”
“It’s very sound
theologically and philosophically,” he stated.
“It’s a very rich way of
thinking about our life
and community.”
That’s not to say that
people who have studied this doctrine more
in depth can’t disagree.
In these cases, however, dialogue is always
important.
“Christianity isn’t
easy – it’s a narrow gate,”
Wright concluded. “But
the better you understand it, the easier it is.”

i
DR. WRIGHT’S RECOMMENDED SOURCES:
• Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1877-1948
• Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church
• Leo XIII: Rerum Novarum
• Pius XI: Quadragesimo Anno
• Paul VI: Populorum Progressio
• John Paul II: Centesimus Annus

Harry Stevenson
55 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
For more than a century, Catholic families have
trusted Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care
for their loved ones because respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and
providing affordable options is at the heart of
what we do.

Matt Whaley
30 Years

With more than a 85 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson and Matt Whale have
assisted families with care and compassion.
Their expertise combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood
chapels is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
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Saints come back to life at ‘Night in the Cemetery’

Robin Weldon portrayed Julia Greeley at Mt. Olivet’s first “Night in the Cemetery” event.
BY AARON LAMBERT

T

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

he week before Halloween, the
dead rose from the graves at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.
It was much less frightening than
a scene from Night of the Living Dead,
though. Among those who appeared
were St. Therese of Lisieux, Freddie Joe
Steinmark and Denver’s very own angel
of charity Julia Greeley, all portrayed
by actors and actresses. Youth from
around the archdiocese were given the
chance to walk through the cemetery in
the dark of night for the very first “Night
in the Cemetery” event.
“If you get [kids] the week before
Halloween to come and walk around
a cemetery at night, they’re all ears,”
said Gary Schaaf, director of Mt. Olivet.
“We’re not trying to scare them, but we
do understand they’ll be in a different
place than when they’re playing Xbox.
They’ll be thinking, they’ll be listening,
their senses are heightened.”
For three nights, middle school and

high school youth groups were led on
a two-hour tour through Mt. Olivet,
learning about some of its rich history
and encountering a few saints and other
special visitors portrayed in part by
members of the Regis University drama
club. They were also treated to an outdoor Mass at Gallagher Chapel in the
heart of the cemetery.
The first character the students
encountered on their tour was Julia
Greeley, who was buried at Mt. Olivet
for nearly 100 years until recently, when
her cause for canonization as Denver’s
first saint was opened. As part of the
canonization process, her bones were
exhumed and now lie at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
The woman who portrayed Julia,
Robin Weldon, is currently a resident
at the Julia Greeley Home, a homeless
shelter for women in Denver. Even
before being asked to play Julia, Weldon
had read about her life and felt a kindred connection to her.
“We had a lot of things in common,
without even knowing anything about
her,” Weldon said. “Some of the things

photos by andrew wright

Actors and actresses from the Regis Ramblers, Regis University’s drama
club, portrayed some of the religious figures students encountered
during the tour, such as St. Therese of Lisieux pictured above.

she has done as far as giving food…I have
done that, unaware of her story.”
“It wasn’t hard for me to decide to
do it,” she added excitedly.
Schaaf hopes “Night in the Cemetery”
becomes an annual occasion. Every kid
dreams of walking around a cemetery at
night, and this is a great chance to allow
them to do that while revealing some of

the deeper tenets of the Catholic faith.
“This place is so much in so many
ways. It’s sacred ground,” he said. “So
many people’s loved ones are out here.
It’s where they come and go to a different and deeper place. If you can get kids
to swim in a little bit deeper water for
five minutes, that’s a good thing. That’s
the purpose behind it all.”
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Get Involved
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Immigrant Mass with
Bishop Jorge Rodriguez

Cardinal J. Francis Stafford
60th Anniversary Mass
17 10:30 a.m.,
Cathedral Basilica
of the
Immaculate
Conception, 1530
Logan St.,
Denver. Join
Cardinal J.
Francis Stafford
for a special Mass
celebrating the
60th anniversary
of his ordination
to the priesthood.

NOVEMBER

An Evening with
Mother Teresa
26 12:30 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez will celebrate a special Mass in Spanish at the
Cathedral for the prayers of all immigrants and refugees. See page 6 for more
details.

NOVEMBER

19 4 p.m., Holy Name Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Sheridan, individual ticket $100, couple ticket $150.
Join a lively discussion on Mother Teresa’s invitation to
find our own Calcutta. There will be talks, movie clips,
an act, panel discussion, dinner, drinks and more. Visit
askabishop.com/talks for info.

DECEMBER

4

WHAT TO WATCH ON NETFLIX: NOVEMBER
13
Here are a few films
and shows to watch
coming to Netflix
in November:

a baseball field on his
farm after hearing a
voice say, “If you build
it, he will come.”

Charlotte’s Web, G
(Family-friendly)
Based on the
children’s literary
classic, a friendly
spider makes a plan
to save her pig friend
from the butcher’s
block.

Men in Black, PG-13
A fun adventure
movie about two
men who regulate all
things alien on earth.

Brian Regan:
Nunchucks and
Flamethrowers
One of the few
comedians who keeps
it clean is releasing
a special on Netflix
Nov. 21.
Field of Dreams, PG
(Family-friendly)
An Iowa farmer builds

Broadchurch, Season 3
One of Britain’s best
drama series is back
in its third season.
Although intended
for more mature
audiences due to
heavy thematic
elements, fans of
good drama or British
TV may want to catch
up on the first two
seasons before the
third season release.

Theology on Tap

7 p.m., The Irish Snug,
1201 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver. Join Denver
Catholic young adults at
November’s Theology
on Tap with Brendan
Moran! Meet in the
basement level of the
Irish Snug. Come early
for happy hour, speaker
begins at 7:10 p.m. Free
parking available in
neighborhood and in
lots behind the bar.
18

Evening of Hope Gala

6 p.m., Brown Palace
Hotel, 321 17th St.,
Denver, $300. Seeds
of Hope is holding
their annual gala to
raise money to help
make Catholic schools
more affordable for
families. Visit eohgala.
org/evening-of-hopegala to purchase
sponsorship and tickets.

1

	Mullen Home Annual
Christmas Sale

12/1 - 12/2, Mullen Home
for the Aged, 3629 W.
29th Ave., Denver. The
Little Sisters of the
Poor are having their
annual Christmas sale
featuring handmade
items by the sisters and
their elderly residents.
Contact 303-433-7221
for more details.
2

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m., Various satellite
prayer communities.
Join the faithful each
First Saturday at
Prayer in the Square,
to pray a Rosary and
Divine Mercy Chaplet
at various locations on
the Front Range. Visit
prayerinthesquare.com
to find the community
nearest you.

	Dedication of
Meditation Park in
Mead

JANUARY

11:30 a.m., 109 S. 3rd St.,
Mead. A monumental
bronze angel will be
dedicated in Meditation
Park at Guardian Angels
Parish in Mead. For
more info, contact the
parish at 970-535-0721.
9

	Abbey of St. Walburga
Advent Day Retreat

9:30 a.m., Abbey of
St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way,
Virginia Dale, $35. Join
the Benedictine sisters
at the Abbey of St.
Walburga for a day of
prayer and reflection on
the Great “O” Antiphons.
For more info, contact
970-472-0612 or
aswretreats@gmail.com.

13

Celebrate Life March

1 p.m., West steps
of the State Capitol.
Mark your calendars!
The Celebrate Life
March is a celebration
of life at every age
and every stage. Visit
respectlifedenver.
org for more details.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief
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Fatima pilgrimage
year wraps up with
2,000,000 rosaries

W

e hope our dear readers took advantage of the fact that Our Lady of Fatima
Parish in Lakewood was a pilgrimage
site this past year, because the Holy Door was
closed Oct. 29 during a Mass celebrated by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila. It was a privilege for our
archdiocese to honor the 100th anniversary of Our
Lady of Fatima in such a special way, and Our Lady
of Fatima did a fantastic job of keeping the festivities alive all year. Perhaps their most impressive
feat, however was managing to tally over 2,000,000
rosaries prayed by people all over the world in the
span of a year. That’s quite a way to wrap up a Holy
Year, and it’s safe to say Our Lady had something to
do with it. photo by jason weinrich

It’s Black Catholic
History Month!

N

ovember is Black Catholic History
Month, the perfect occasion to learn
more about some of history’s black
saints, including St. Martin de Porres, St.
Josephine Bakhita, Sts. Felicita and Perpetua,
and even Denver’s very own Julia Greeley,
who is in the midst of the canonization process. Pick up a book, do a Google search and
see the rich contributions our black brothers
and sisters in Christ have made to the faith
throughout the Church’s history.
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND

COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:30 a.m. Spanish,
Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
to be announced
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Perspectives

Murderers’ Row, Soviet-style

O

ne hundred years ago, on
November 7, 1917, Lenin and
his Bolshevik Party expropriated the chaotic Russian people’s revolution that had begun eight months
earlier,
setting in
GEORGE motion
WEIGEL modernity’s first
The Catholic Difference
experiment
George Weigel is a
in totalidistinguished senior
tarianism.
fellow of the Ethics and
The ensuPublic Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
ing bloodbath was
unprecedented, not only in itself but
in the vast bloodletting it inspired
in wannabe-Lenins over the next six
decades. And still the Leninist dream
lives on: in a hellhole like North
Korea; in the island prison, Cuba; in
what ought to be one of the wealthiest
countries on the planet, Venezuela.
Lenin and his disciples created more
martyrs in the twentieth century than
Caligula, Nero, and Diocletian could
have imagined. And yet, somehow,
communist bloodbaths have never
drawn the continuous, unambiguous,
and deserved condemnation visited
upon other tyrannies.
The horrors Lenin let loose have
rarely been as powerfully captured
as in Anne Applebaum’s new book,

Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine.
In her earlier, Pulitzer Prize-winning
study, Gulag, Applebaum demonstrated that the slave-labor camps of
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s “archipelago” were not incidental to the Soviet
enterprise, but an integral part of it,
economically and politically. Now,
Anne Applebaum makes unmistakably clear that the Holodomor, the
terror famine in Ukraine that took
some four million lives in 1932-33,
was artificially created and ruthlessly
enforced by Lenin’s heir, Stalin, to
break Ukraine’s national spirit while
providing the faltering Soviet economy with hard currency from agricultural exports. Or to put it more simply:
Stalin starved some four million men,
women, and children to death for
ideological and political purposes.
That mass murder could take place
on this scale was due to the fact that
the fires of utopian, revolutionary
conviction incinerated many
consciences. Here, for example, is the
chilling, post-Holodomor testimony
of one communist activist who
helped implement the catastrophic
destruction of peasant agriculture
in Ukraine and its replacement
by ideologically-correct collective
farms: “I firmly believed that the end
justified the means. Our great goal
was the triumph of communism, and

for the sake of the goal everything
was permissible – to lie, to steal, to
destroy hundreds of thousands and
even millions of people, all those who
were hindering our work, everyone
who stood in the way. And to hesitate
or doubt about all this was to give in
to ‘intellectual squeamishness’ and
‘stupid liberalism’.”
In the moral universe of
Bolshevism, two plus two could
indeed equal five – or seven, or three,
or whatever the Revolution required.
And so, like slavery, genocide
was baked into the Soviet system.
Yet as Ukrainians by the thousands
slowly starved to death, their bodies
consuming themselves to the point
where emaciated people simply fell,
dead, on the streets or along the
roadside, “Soviet exporters,” Anne
Applebaum reports, “continued to
ship [out of the country] eggs, poultry, apples, nuts, honey, jam, canned
fish, canned vegetables, and canned
meat…that could have helped to feed
Ukraine.” But then doing so would
have meant recognizing the humanity of those whom Stalin dismissed
as “former people,” the members of
“moribund classes.” The starvation
of millions was not, Applebaum concludes, an indication that Stalin’s
policy had failed; rather, “it was a sign
of success.” The Revolution defeated

some of its most-feared enemies, one
by one, through the hour-by-hour
agony of state-imposed and state-enforced starvation.
As repellant as Stalin’s Leninist
morality of revolution was, the tacit
acquiescence in this mass, artificial
famine by western reporters who
knew what was afoot in Ukraine but
wrote nothing about it, so as not to
jeopardize their Kremlin sources
and their cushy lifestyles in Moscow,
was equally revolting. Here, the chief
villain remains the odious Walter
Duranty of the New York Times, a
principle agent of the cover-up of the
Holodomor that continued well into
the 1960s – and that is being revived
in Putin’s Russia today, as part of its
propaganda war against a now-independent Ukraine. Duranty’s morals
are neatly summed up in one of his
1935 dispatches: “It may be objected
that the vivisection of living animals
is a sad and dreadful thing, and it is
true that the lot of [those] who have
opposed the Soviet experiment is
not a happy one,” but “in both cases,
the suffering inflicted is done with a
noble purpose.”
Perhaps the Times, to mark the
centenary of the Bolshevik Revolution, could renounce Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize, in a small gesture
of repentance.

The least religious generation in U.S. history

J

ean Twenge’s book iGen is one
of the most fascinating—and
depressing—texts I’ve read
in the past decade. A professor of
psychology at San Diego State University, Dr.
BISHOP Twenge
ROBERT has been,
BARRON for years,
studying
Guest Column
trends
Bishop Robert Barron is
among
the founder of the global
young
ministry, Word on Fire,
Ameriand Auxiliary Bishop of
Los Angeles. He is the
cans, and
creator of the award
her most
winning documentary
series “Catholicism.”
recent book
focuses
on the generation born between
1995 and 2012. Since this is the first
cohort of young people who have
never known a world without iPads
and iPhones, and since these devices
have remarkably shaped their

consciousness and behavior, Twenge
naturally enough has dubbed them
the “iGen.”
One of her many eye-opening findings is that iGen’ers are growing up
much more slowly than their predecessors. A baby-boomer typically got
his driver’s license on his sixteenth
birthday (I did); but an iGen’er is far
more willing to postpone that rite of
passage, waiting until her eighteenth
or nineteenth year. Whereas previous
generations were eager to get out of
the house and find their own way,
iGen’ers seem to like to stay at home
with their parents and have a certain
aversion to “adulting.” And Twenge
argues that smartphones have undeniably turned this new generation
in on itself. A remarkable number
of iGen’ers would rather text their
friends than go out with them and
would rather watch videos at home
than go to a theater with others. One

of the upshots of this screen-induced
introversion is a lack of social skills
and another is depression.
Now there are many more insights
that Dr. Twenge shares, but I was
particularly interested, for obvious
reasons, in her chapter on religious
attitudes and behaviors among
iGen’ers. In line with many other
researchers, Twenge shows that
the objective statistics in this area
are alarming. As recently as the
1980s, 90% of high school seniors
identified with a religious group.
Among iGen’ers, the figures are now
around 65% and falling. And religious practice is even more attenuated: only 28% of twelfth graders
attended services in 2015, whereas
the number was 40% in 1976. For
decades, sociologists of religion have
been arguing that, though explicit
affiliation with religious institutions
was on the decline, especially among

the young, most people remained
“spiritual,” that is to say, convinced of
certain fundamental religious beliefs.
I remember many conversations with
my friend Fr. Andrew Greeley along
these lines.
But Twenge indicates that this is
no longer true. Whereas even twenty
years ago, the overwhelming number
of Americans, including youngsters,
believed in God, now fully one third of
18 to 24 year olds say that they don’t
believe. As late as 2004, 84% of young
adults said that they regularly prayed;
by 2016, fully one fourth of that same
age cohort said that they never pray.
We find a similar decline in regard to
acceptance of the Bible as the Word
of God: one fourth of iGen’ers say
that the Scriptures are a compilation
of “ancient fables, legends, history,
and moral precepts recorded by
men.” Her dispiriting conclusion:
“The waning of private religious
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What barn are you raising?

A

community comes together to
help a neighbor build a barn.
That’s a rural tradition that
still happens today in some parts of
the country. The effort reveals many
powerful
ideas. That
LARRY
together we
SMITH
can accomplish more
Guest Column
than as
Larry Smith is the
individuals.
president and CEO of
That many
Catholic Charities of the
hands make
Archdiocese of Denver.
Visit online at ccdenver.
light work.
org or call 303-742-0828
That there’s
to learn more, volunteer
or make a donation.
joy in service to others.
In Greeley recently, we saw a modern-day barn raising with the opening
of the 47-unit Guadalupe Apartments,
a $13.5 million project of Archdiocesan Housing, an affiliate of Catholic
Charities.
Eight years ago, in a very tough
economy, the Greeley community
came together to support the Guadalupe Community Center and homeless shelter, which opened in 2011.
Then they said, “What’s next?” Today,
on the same property, we have the
Guadalupe Apartments, which also
provides residents with case management and a range of social services.
Catholic Charities led the way. But

it could not have happened without
the many public, private and faithbased entities, and individuals of good
will, who step up in Greeley because
they know they are doing something
for other people that is very, very
important.
“We know, in our business, you
need first a place that is safe to be
before you can work on some of the
other issues that may be going on in
your life,” said Greeley Chief of Police
Jerry Garner, one of the many officials who attended the grand opening
celebration of Guadalupe Apartments
on Oct. 27.
The need for affordable housing in
Denver and northern Colorado is vast
and the Catholic Church will continue
to be part of the solution. Overall,
Archdiocesan Housing manages 29
affordable housing properties, with
more than 1,700 housing units, serving
more than 3,100 people. That’s more
than 1.1 million nights of shelter a year.
Not only are we a developer, we
do it with the dignity of the human
person in mind. These properties are
managed with the individual in mind,
as if our own families were living
there. The residents are family to us,
because they are children of God. We
don’t take money out of these properties, we put money into them. As a
result, the people who live there are

iGen’ers are poised to be the least
religious generation in history.

belief means that young generations’
disassociation from religion is not
just about their distrust of institutions; more are disconnecting from
religion entirely, even at home and
even in their hearts.”
Now what are some of the reasons
for this disconnect? One, Twenge
argues, is the iGen preoccupation
with individual choice. From their
earliest years, iGen’ers have been
presented with a dizzying array of
choices in everything from food and
clothes to gadgets and lifestyles.
And they have been encouraged, by
practically every song, video, and
movie, to believe in themselves and
follow their own dreams. All of this
self-preoccupation and stress upon
individual liberty stands sharply
athwart the religious ideal of surrendering to God and his purposes. “My
life, my death, my choice” (a rather
iGen friendly motto which I recently

The Guadalupe Apartments that just opened in Greeley is a great modern-day example of a community coming together to help their neighbor
build a barn. photo provided by catholic charities

given a dignified and loving place to
live, regardless of where they come
from or their situation. That, after
all, is what the Catholic Church is all
about, serving others with the love,
mercy and compassion of Jesus Christ.
At Catholic Charities, we have
the equivalent of barn raisings every
day of the year. At Samaritan House,
Marisol Services, Sacred Heart Counseling and all of our ministries, we’re
serving those in the greatest need,
day in and day out. I encourage you
to get involved, year-round, in one of

those ministries, or in your parish, at
a school or in your neighborhood. If
you’re already deeply involved, invite
others to join you.
This time of year, Thanksgiving and
Christmas, is when people feel joyful.
We like to give gifts, make donations
and get involved. That’s great. We
want to experience the joy that comes
from giving of ourselves to others. But
why not have that experience yearround? That’s what’s happening in
Greeley. It can happen everywhere. So
ask yourself: What barn am I raising?

saw emblazoned on a billboard in
California) sits very uneasily indeed
with St. Paul’s assertion, “whether we
live or we die, we are the Lord’s.” A
second major reason for iGen dissatisfaction with religion is one that
has surfaced in lots of surveys and
polls, namely, that religious belief
is incompatible with a scientific
view of the world. One young man
that Twenge interviewed is typical:
“Religion, at least to people my age,
seems like it’s something of the past.
It seems like something that isn’t
modern.” Another said, “I knew from
church that I couldn’t believe in both
science and God, so that was it. I
didn’t believe in God anymore.” And a
third—also attested to in lots of studies—is the “antigay attitudes” supposedly endemic to Biblical Christianity.
One of Twenge’s interviewees put it
with admirable succinctness: “I’m
questioning the existence of God. I

stopped going to church because I’m
gay and was part of a gay-bashing
religion.” One survey stated the statistical truth bluntly enough: 64% of
18-24 year olds believed that Christianity is antigay, and for good measure, 58% of those iGen’ers thought
the Christian religion is hypocritical.
Dismal stuff, I know. But Dr.
Twenge performs a great service to
all those interested in the flourishing
of religion, for she lays out the objectivities unblinkingly, and this is all
to the good, given our extraordinary
capacity for wishful thinking and
self-deception. Further, though she
doesn’t tell religious educators and
catechists how to respond, she unambiguously indicates what is leading
this most unreligious generation in
our history away from the churches.
Her book should be required reading
for those who wish to evangelize the
next generation.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 34
years. Among his numerous honors
and awards, he was selected as one of
TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in Personal
Injury.” He is a member by nomination
only of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum, “Top 25 Motor
Vehicle Trial Lawyers” by National Trial
Lawyers, “Top 100 Litigation Lawyers”
by National Society of Legal Advocates
and has an A+ rating with the BBB.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM

PLAZA TOWER ONE PENTHOUSE
6400 S FIDDLER'S GREEN CIRCLE,
SUITE 2200
GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

2017 Christmas Gift Guide
But you, O Bethlehem Eph’rathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Micah 5:2

Adoration of the Magi • 18th Century anonymous
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Q&A: Matt Maher Echoes
the message of the
Cross on new album
F
BY AARON LAMBERT

ew worship artists perform with
as much passion, conviction
and sincerity as Matt Maher.
The eight-time Grammy nominated
artist writes powerful songs that are
sung in churches
both Catholic
and non-Catholic
around the world,
and his latest record
Echoes contains a
collection of songs
that resonates deeply with the state of the
culture we live in today; a culture that is
yearning for something more. Matt was
kind enough to chat with us about the
meaning behind Echoes. Full interview
can be read on denvercatholic.org.

DENVER CATHOLIC: Where does
the title Echoes come from? Does
that word have important meaning to you?
MATT MAHER: It’s a word that I’ve
used to describe, in some ways, how
I see catechesis. I’ve been processing
the world around me and all the issues
that are unfolding in the world today,
and asking the question, “How do I
respond?” and “How do I articulate my
faith in this kind of world, and how do
I do it in the face of persecution and
disagreement?” I’d also been writing
songs, and realized I’d written about
20 songs, and three-quarters of the
songs really were songs that declared
God’s faithfulness and goodness in the
midst of hardship. I started the process
of recording the record in January,

Echoes is the latest release from Matt Maher.

and in March, my father fell ill and
actually went into the hospital on Ash
Wednesday and passed away on the
feast of St. Joseph. All the sudden, I
realized that a lot of the songs that
I had written were somehow meant
for me, first and foremost. The record
took a bit of a shift; it wasn’t, “How
do you stand up to the world,” it was,
“How do you stand up to suffering?” I
think ultimately, at the end of the day,
even despite all the antagonists the
Church and the faithful face day in and

OUR HOUSE TO YOURS!
Altar and Rosary Baked,
Craft & Rummage Sale
Saturday, Nov 18, 8:00 – 6:00
& Sunday, Nov. 19, 9:00 – 1:00

∏

For your
Holiday Season
Home Made Style
Tamales and Salsas!

Christmas
Craft & Bake
Sale

Holy Family Parish Center,
4377 Utica St. Denver

∏

day out, ultimately the biggest antagonist is suffering and death, and how
we choose to respond to that sets the
tone for how we choose to respond to
everything. I found myself wanting to
put out a collection of songs that really
spoke to this and hopefully would give
voice to peoples’ fears and hurts and
longings and desires but then also
give them a voice for declaring God’s
goodness and faithfulness, even when
everything in their life seems to indicate the opposite.

Come One...Come All
To Arbors 3rd Annual
Holiday Craft Fair
Arbors of San Marino

Call for your
catering orders:

7425 Xavier Street, Westminster, CO 80030

720-335-8137

East Side of 75th & Sheridan | Look for Balloons!

The Gardens at St. Elizabeth Senior Living Community

Friday, November 17 1:30pm – 3:30pm
Saturday, November 18 10:00am – 1:30pm
Selling Handmade Crafts, Books, Jewelry,
Baked Goods, New & Used Gift Items!

2835 W. 32nd Ave., Denver, CO 80211
(call Joy for more details: 303-964-2015)

Artisan Catholic Jewelry

A pretty way to show your faith!

gailsdesigns.net

photo provided

FREE Shipping over $20 w/ Code NATIVITY17

gailsdesignsco@gmail.com

Wednesday, December 6th
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

CRAFTS...CARDS...QUILTS
BAKED GOODS...HOLIDAY GIFTS
FUN GALORE!!!
To Reserve A Table Call LaVelle - 303-426-9090

Email: Lavellet@cometosanmarino.com
www.SanMarinoRetirement.com
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DC: What’s the story behind the

album cover?
MM: I’m always drawn to words and
their meaning. I’ve been thinking a lot
about how this year is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, and the
word “protest” comes from a Latin
root protestari, which means “to testify.” I was looking for an image that
somehow describes the condition
of the world that we find ourselves
in. That picture for me is perfect
because it represents a lot of things:
It represents humanity stuck in the
human condition, it represents the
possibility of every person now with
technology having the ability to stand
on a soapbox every minute of every
day and draw attention to something.
In the process of making the record,
I realized that half the songs were
about the Cross as our source of salvation, but also a sign of solidarity
with the world; this idea of God lifting
up his own son as a protest against
death itself. It became all those
things. It’s been interesting because
people ask me about the cover and
what it means, and I want to say,
“What do you think it means?”

DC: What has inﬂuenced your

change in sound and style over the
years?
MM: You grow as a person and as an
artist. It’s funny because people always
tell me that my music has a sound, and
I always feel like I’m still searching for
that. I don’t feel like I’ve found it yet. I’m
always trying to do a better job as far as
articulating lyrics and how I feel and
emotion. My stepdad said something to
me once back in 2009, before I wrote the
song “Hold Us Together.” He said, “You
write a lot of songs about your faith, but I
would love to hear you write a song from
your faith.” That continues to haunt me
because I do think that is the challenge,
not just for me, but for the whole Church
in the sense of: Are we spending most of
our time and talents still trying to articulate what we believe rather than articulating things that people can find believable? Explaining faith versus witnessing
faith are two completely different things,
and I’ve realized for me as a songwriter,
that’s something I’m trying to grow in.

Sculpting Spirit
“The Dove”
by
Gib Singleton

Echoes is available now to
stream and purchase.

Singleton created spiritual art from childhood.
Devotional and Biblical bronzes becoming a major part
of his legacy. Today, one will find his creations adorning
gardens and collections including...
Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi - Santa Fe, NM
and
Museum of Biblical Art - Dallas, TX
Nearing the end of Gib’s life, he was asked what he
wanted to be remembered for. He replied,
“First is helping to bring spiritual and biblical art
into the mainstream of America.”
Gibs’ lifetime accomplishments in bronze, represented by

Masters Gallery

2616 E 3rd Ave. Denver, CO 80206
303-221-2449 mastersgallerydenver.com
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Not your “this-could-befor-anyone” Christmas gift

Religious
Yard Art
deacon david arling

Think of
your friend’s
personality
and give them
something
they will love
ith Christmas rapidly
approaching, many of us run
into the problem of finding
great and unique gifts for our friends and
relatives. For this reason, we have come
up with a gift guide that can make your
Christmas shopping a little more fun.

FOR YOUR FRIEND WHO
ENJOYS “NAPTIO DIVINA”
We all know that sleeping during
adoration or prayer isn’t all that bad:
You rest with Jesus, right? Well, we
thought this quality would be worth
honoring with this shirt from Elly and
Grace that you can gift your “Jesustook-naps” friend. The cozy baseball
shirt is perfect for any man or woman
who enjoys resting with Jesus.
Visit EllyandGrace.com for more
information.
It is great to nap with Jesus; but…
it is also good to pray. Therefore, we
have included Fr. Larry Richard’s
“No Bible, No Breakfast! No Bible,
No Bed!” Scripture Calendar, in case
your friend is tempted to nap with
Jesus every time, instead of talking
with him. You can find this calendar
on CatholicCompany.com and help
your friend remain faithful to praying
without napping.

Scripture Calendar

“I Love Jesus” Shirt

BY VLADIMIR MAURICIO-PEREZ

W

catholic coMpany

elly and grace

FOR YOUR FRIEND
WHO EVANGELIZES
WHILE THEY DRIVE
Is your friend’s driving accompanied by countless Rosaries
and acts of contrition? We have
the perfect gift! The Catholic
Company provides numerous car
accessories for the fast evangelizers. It reminds them to wait for
their guardian angels
on the road in their
works of mercy.
On the Catholic Company
inventory, you
can also find
sacred
images
and pins,
such as
the visor clip
for any parent
who is worried
about their children’s
driving habits.

FOR YOUR FRIEND WHO
FIGHTS FOR A CAUSE
Religious art, yards, a great cause:
Everyone wins with one. Angel Haus
is a Denver-based nonprofit that provides employment for the disabled
by creating religious art, especially
for yards. The founder is the newly-ordained Deacon David Arling,
who has been operating it since its
initiation five years ago. They have
now sold over 300 Christmas Display
boards and San Damiano Cross
images. The family business
has encountered much
support from their pastor,
Father Michael Carvill
at Nativity of Our Lord
Church. Nonetheless,
they need your support
to continue with this project. To purchase an item for
your friend and help this great
cause, email Arling at djarling2011@
hotmail.com.
“San Damiano Cross” aMgel haUs

Fast Angel Pin and Son Drive
Safely Pin catholic coMpany

10-12 Minutes For Full Service Wash
Complete Auto Detailing

Holiday Gift Cards
Now Available
Great Stocking Stuffers!

276 Broadway
303.733.5349

Full Service Wash!

$9.99 and up
www.carwash-waterworks.com

FREE
TIONS
INSPEC

WINTER IS COMING

Call us 303-522-8775
Local & family
owned company
Insurance claim specialist
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Priest
bobblehead

St. Jude etsy

My cUstoM bobblehead

FOR YOUR
FRIEND
WHO IS A
LOST CAUSE
Okay, okay, no
person is a lost cause; but we
all know someone who is pretty
close to being one. As soon as you
think they’ve finally gotten it, an
off-the-cuff comment smashes
all your hopes. Hold fast and
do not despair, St. Jude is here
to help! This 3 ½” tall St. Jude
wooden peg from Etsy.com will
make sure that the patron saint of
lost causes is constantly at work
for your friend. Etsy provides a
wide variety of religious handpainted figures from Whymsical
Lotus that range from the Sacred
Heart to your favorite saints,
such as St. Therese, St. Patrick,
and Our Lady of
Guadalupe.
These charmingly-detailed
and delightful
dolls make a
unique gift for
those friends
who need
a special
intercessor.

FOR YOUR LITTLE FRIEND
Running out of ideas to gift your
child, godchild, or short friend? The
search is over. Faithful Findz from
Etsy.com makes great replicas of
saints’ attires. Take, for instance, the
“Saint John Paul II, the Great” costume, handmade out of cotton poly
fabric (Hawaiian Pope mobile not for
sale: sad, I know; but a miter and red
cape can be purchased separately).
Some of their popular costumes
include the habits of Mother Teresa
and Padre Pio (gloves included). Even
more, the maker requests the person’s waist measurement to ensure
the best fit. When in doubt, you won’t
lose with the saints, and neither will
your little friends.
JPII Costume etsy

St.
Therese

FOR YOUR
PRIESTLY
FRIEND
He
already has
all sorts
of things,
what could
he possibly
want? Rosaries, religious
art, and other
religious
accessories are
probably
some of
the most
common
gifts for
priests (or priestly friends).
Nonetheless, we can assure
you that very few have a custom-made priest bobblehead
of themselves. It makes a great
gift! All you have to do is send a
couple pictures of your favorite
priest to MyCustomBobblehead.
com. Doesn’t sound like the best
idea? Look at it this way: It’s a
way for your priest to remember and embrace his obedience
to the teachings of the Catholic
Church, as his bobblehead will
constantly nod to God’s will and
shake his head to refuse all sinful
things. Plus, you’ll get a discount
if you mention you saw this in the
Denver Catholic.

FOR YOUR FRIEND WHO
NEVER GAVE UP ON COMICS
Why would anyone give up on
comic books when you have great
initiatives like The Ultimate Catholic Comic Book? A group of Catholic
cartoonists joined forces to bring
about this entertaining, clever,
humorous, and enriching book for all
ages. Although many of the parodies
and puns may well go over children’s
heads, the comics contain messages
that remain true to Catholic Doctrine. You can buy it and check out
the sample digital copy at CatholicComicBook.com.

Catholic Comic Book catholic coMic booK

Give the gift of light and love this
Christmas season!
Our handmade in Denver, ﬂameless
candles are a safe alternative to wax
candles

Nativity Creches – Crucifixes – Rosaries – Religious Statuettes – Liturgical Items
Home Decor and Kitchenware – Specialty Items – Custom Orders

Great for all ages!

Visit Us At:
Park Meadows Mall

Illuminates space beautifully

Bethlehem Handicrafts

Order online and receive 25% Off
your total order
(Use Code: 25OFF)
We Ship Near & Far

Quality hand-crafted olive wood products from the Holy Land.
Made by Christian hands. Loved by Christian hearts.

303-995-0416 • www.eternallite.com

www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com • 720.201.7193
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Ways to
give this
Christmas
BY THERESE BUSSEN

G

iving to the poor is something we
should all do as Christians, but as
we remember that Christ gave
himself to us when he became man, the
Christmas season is an especially good
time to give more to those less fortunate.
“Saint Lawrence answered it best,”
said Father Ron Cattany, pastor of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. “They are the treasure of
the Church!”
The Cathedral serves the poor

year-round through their breakfast sandwich line, mid-day grocery pantry and
afternoon snack. It’s also open 86 hours
a week to provide a place of security,
warmth and refreshment through the
use of bathrooms, Father Cattany said.
“The poor offer to you and me the
grace to live a Life of Beatitudes. Their
needs just might be our road to salvation,” Father Cattany added. “Remembering the poor at Christmas should
remind us of their daily needs.”
Here are a few ways you might give
to the poor this Christmas season.

FATHER WOODY GIVEAWAY
Every year at the Cathedral, people
hand out $20 to the homeless to honor
the tradition of Monsignor C.B. “Father
Woody” Woodrich. This year, it takes
place on Dec. 14 at 9 a.m. Father Cattany estimates between 700 and 1400
people to attend the event, which begins
with a Liturgy of the World proclaimed
by Regis University students, a “discussion about our support for those in
attendance on their spiritual and life
journey,” and envelopes with Father
Woody’s image and cash inside, he said.
“Two years ago, as I was giving an
envelope to one of the attendees, he
gave me an envelope back. He said,
This is a gift for you — it contained six
cents,” Father Cattany said. “Last year I
showed that envelope to the attendees.
As a result, several of the folks gave me
their prayer books and special items
and asked me to hold on to them until
this year. I will share them on Dec. 14.
Our bond with these wonderful folks
is one of the most sacred bonds we will
ever experience.”

GIVE CATHOLIC

WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Catholic Charities in Denver has
several different ministries that offer
several opportunities to volunteer. Visit
their volunteer hub and give your time in
any of these areas: Family and childcare,
housing and shelter, women’s services,

FOR

Visit coloradogives.org and search for one of the
Catholic organizations below to donate to.
• Mother Cabrini Shrine - Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
• Benedictine Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery
• Universal Education Supporters - UES
• Regis Jesuit High School

• Harvest of Hope Pantry
• Dominican Home Health Agency Inc
• Colorado Vincentian Volunteers
• Divine Mercy Supportive Care

• Regis Jesuit High School Class of 1966
Endowed Scholarship

• Julia Greeley Home Inc

• Regis Jesuit High School Learning Services

• St. Vincent de Paul Society

• Regis Jesuit High School RJ Demps Memorial
Scholarship

• St. Joseph Hospital Foundation

• Arrupe Jesuit High School

• Creatio

• St. Mary’s Academy

• Catholic Young Adult Sports

• Father of Woody’s Haven of Hope

• John Paul II Adventure Institute

• Mount Saint Vincent Home
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THROUGH YOUR PARISH
Pay attention to the giving opportunities going on at your parish, as most
parishes participate in some kind of
giving during the holiday season, from
food pantry drives to having parishioners help visit the homebound.
GIVE MONEY
Colorado Gives Day is Dec. 5 this
year, so it’s a great time to consider
donating to any special causes or charities near to your heart. Other creative
ways to give monetarily might be to pay
for someone to go home for the holidays
or to tip generously when you go out
to eat.

senior services, mentor/teaching, special opportunities and group opportunities. Samaritan House, a homeless
shelter, and Marisol Health, a women’s
health clinic, are great places to serve.
Visit the volunteer hub at serveccdenver.volunteerhub.com/events/indexv1.

SEND GIFTS
There are plenty of organizations
where you can donate gifts to children
or families in need. Donate to Compassion International to provide a gift for
a child in need here: compassion.com/
christmas-gift-for-needy-children.
htm, or donate a shoe box of items
to a child in a third world country
through Samaritan Purse here: samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/. You can also

donate your family’s unused clothes
still in good condition to a clothing
drive, especially socks and mittens for
colder winter weather. Denver Rescue
Mission’s Adopt a Family program
is another great way to give gifts to a
family in need. For more info, check out
their page here: denverrescuemission.
org/adoptafamily.
GIVE TIME
Spending time with others is another
great way to give. Visit the elderly at
Mullen Home in Denver, or visit the
homebound and help them cook, clean
or decorate. Helping with children at
daycare, babysitting for a family to give
the parents a date night, or bringing
meals to a new and exhausted family
are other great ways to give your time.
Christ in the City also serves meals to
the homeless ever second Saturday of
the month and invite anyone to come
volunteer and spend time with the
homeless. For more information, visit
christinthecity.co/volunteer/.

GIVE FOOD
One of the more traditional ways to
give during the holiday season is participating in soup kitchens like Denver
Catholic Worker Soup Kitchen or at a
parish. Donating food to a local drive
or preparing holiday meals to give to
people in need is another way. You
can also bake cookies and give them
to neighbors or friends going through
a tough time.
ADOPT A FAMILY
Know someone in need in your community? Have friends and family pitch
in to help provide for them this season,
such as buying Christmas dinner for a
single mom or low-income family and
bringing them a few gifts.
OTHER IDEAS FOR GIVING
Many people are lonely during the
holidays. Give by inviting someone to
your Christmas dinner, especially if he
or she doesn’t have a family to spend it
with. Another way give is spiritually:
Invite someone to go to Mass with you
or to join you in prayer.

Tuesday, December 5
SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY!
$100 Helps:
Coloradogives.org/Machebeuf

Coloradogives.org/HolyFamilyHighSchool

Coloradogives.org/SeedsofHope

•
•
•
•
•

Pay for three nights at our shelters
Feed 62 people in our shelters
Buy 400 diapers for newborns
Provide one month of heating for a family
Buy a bus pass for one month

#100BucksHelps
Thank you for your support!
coloradogives.org/ccdenver
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A gift they’ll want to get.

“BLESSEDLY EXHILARATING”
— Westword

A CHRISTMAS

CAROL
Introducing a new Colorado company
loveyourmotherboard.com

The 2016 company of A Christmas Carol.. Photo by AdamsVisCom.

Exclusive Colorado retailer: St. Thomas More Gift Shop, Centennial CO

SHOW SPONSOR:

DEC

NOV

24– 24

A Christmas Carol
By Charles Dickens
Adapted by Richard Hellesen
Music by David de Berry
Directed by Melissa Rain Anderson

PRODUCING PARTNER: SINGLETON FAMILY FOUNDATION

SEASON SPONSORS

TICKETS START AT $35

DENVERCENTER.ORG

Regis Athletics

NEighborhood
PASS

15

events

HALF

the price

Entry to 15 athletic events
of your choice
$150 for two adults
$75 for one adult
18 & under free to all events
$300 Value
pass is non-transferable
stay up to date at
regisrangers.com
find us on social media at:
RegisRangers
For more information contact: Jaclyn Williamson, External Operations
Graduate Assistant, at: jwilliamson001@regis.edu or 303-964-6761

