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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

New fronts in the fight for life

I

n the coming weeks, I will be
joining Catholics and other
pro-lifers in the 40 Days for
Life campaign of prayer, fasting and
witness. This effort to protect life is
gradually succeeding, but the culture
of death is launching new attacks to
which we must respond.
This past year, Pope Francis
marked Italy’s “Day for Life” celebration by invoking the words of
St. Mother Teresa. “Life is beauty,
admire it,” she said, adding, “Life is
life, fight for it.” This is true, the Holy
Father noted, for the child about to be
born and for the person who is about
to die: “Every life is sacred!”
The great men, women and children who courageously participate
in 40 Days for Life are doing just that
through prayer, fasting, community
outreach and holding peaceful vigil
at abortion facilities. It is amazing to
see the fruit of their prayer. Shawn
Carney, president of 40 Days for Life,
recently noted, “All [told], we are now
aware of 90 abortion centers that have
gone out of business permanently following 40 Days for Life vigils since our
coordinated campaigns began in 2007.
“We don’t take credit. We just
note that people prayed for an end to
abortion in their communities, and

the places that offered abortions then
closed.”
At the same time 40 Days for Life
is occurring, the Church observes
Respect Life Month, which this year
has the theme: “Be not afraid.” How
fitting it is to hear these words at a
time of political and global instability.
How fitting it is that the Archangel
Gabriel reassured Mary with these
same words after his announcement
that she would bear and give birth to
the Son of God.
According to 40 Days for Life,
former Planned Parenthood employees reported that pro-lifers praying
outside of their facilities show that “the
‘no show’ rate for an abortion appointment goes as high as 75 percent.” Do
not be afraid of being ridiculed or
demeaned. Your witness has an impact.
A new front for the pro-life movement in Colorado and other states
has opened at the end of life. With the
legalization of assisted-suicide, those
who are vulnerable at the end of their
life are threatened. Supporters of the
new law argue that only those who
want to die are utilizing it, but opportunities for coercion are built into it,
starting with the fact that one of the
witnesses to the request for the lethal
overdose can be an heir.

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
OCT. 15: Mass and Confirmation, Our Lady of
the Mountains Parish, Estes Park (10 a.m.)
OCT. 17: Mass with FOCUS 11 students, St.
John Vianney Seminary chapel, St. John Paul
II Center (9 a.m.)
OCT. 20: Mass, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center, Boulder (12:10 p.m.)
OCT. 21: Mass and Institution of Acolytes
and Lectors, St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, St. JPII Center (4 p.m.)
OCT. 22: Mass for installation of pastor, Light
of the World Parish, Littleton (10:30 a.m.)
OCT. 24: Mass with seminarians and faculty,
Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel, St.
John Paul II Center (5:30 p.m.)
OCT. 27: Mass and Confirmation, St. Thomas
More Parish, Centennial (7 p.m.)

@ArchbishopDen

Oct. 2

Pro-lifers must not be afraid to
accompany the sick and the elderly.
The 2016 Oregon report on its
20-year-old Death with Dignity Act
provides an important insight into
how those considering assisted suicide are not as worried about pain as
they are about losing their independence and dignity. The report says,
“Like previous years, the three most
frequently mentioned end-of-life concerns were loss of autonomy (89.5%),
decreasing ability to participate in
activities that made life enjoyable
(89.5%), and loss of dignity (65.4%).”
Pro-lifers must step into this void,
to bring the love of Christ to those
who are despairing and who likely
feel abandoned. We must share the
truth that in Christ suffering is not
meaningless; it can be transformed by
uniting it to his sacrifice on the cross.
We must bring the same perseverance
that we show in the fight for the lives
of the unborn to the plight of the sick
and the elderly, whom society has
now deemed discardable.
When I think of the suffering of
those considering assisted suicide, Sts.
Maximilian Kolbe and John Paul II
come to mind. As he sat in Auschwitz’s
starvation bunker, St. Maximilian led
his fellow prisoners in prayers and

songs and offered meditations on the
Passion of Jesus. Despite his own suffering, he comforted and accompanied
those in need, relying on God’s grace
for strength.
St. John Paul II, as many of us
recall, suffered from Parkinson’s disease and experienced much physical
hardship in life, including an assassination attempt in 1981. But because of
his faith, St. John Paul responded with
forgiveness to his would-be killer and
remained rooted in his identity as a
son of the Father. “We are not the sum
of our weaknesses and failures,” he
said at World Youth Day in Toronto,
“we are the sum of the Father’s love
for us and our real capacity to become
the image of his Son.”
St. John Paul II’s final words, “Let
me go to the house of the Father,”
reflect the heavenly orientation that
all of us should seek to live with and
bring to those who are facing the end
of their life on earth. As Christians,
we are called in our encounter with
Jesus to keep our eyes fixed on him
and not the ways of the world. With
God’s grace, each of us can be a light
in the darkness for those who are
despairing, whether they are expectant mothers and fathers or those who
are dying. Be not afraid!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Pray for all those
killed and injured
in #LasVegas
concert #shooting.
Lord restore the
dignity of human
life and civility to
our world! +sja
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Maria Elisa Olivas (R), Angela Deeney (C) and Alexa Forster (L) of Catholic Charities hold up signs with hopeful messaging during one of the
vigil Masses at Planned Parenthood in Stapleton as part of the 40 Days
for Life campaign. The campaign is in eﬀect until Nov. 5. photo provided
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Vatican Notes

Aboard the Papal Plane - August 14, 2014: Pope Francis prays with
journalists on the papal ﬂight en route to South Korea, August 14, 2014.
photo by alan holdren/catholic news agency

Pope mourns victims of
‘senseless’ Las Vegas shooting
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

P

ope Francis offered his condolences and spiritual support to
victims of a deadly shooting in
Las Vegas that left at least 50 people
dead and hundreds more wounded
when a gunman opened fire at a country music festival Oct. 1.
“Deeply saddened to learn of the
shooting in Las Vegas, Pope Francis
sends the assurance of his spiritual
closeness to all those affected by this
senseless tragedy,” read an Oct. 2 telegram signed by Vatican Secretary of
State Cardinal Pietro Parolin.
Addressed to Las Vegas Bishop
Joseph Anthony Pepe, the telegram
offered the Pope’s encouragement for
the efforts of police and emergency service personnel. Francis also assured of
his prayers “for the injured and for all
who have died, entrusting them to the
merciful love of Almighty God.”
In what has become deadliest the
mass shooting in U.S. history, more than
50 people were killed and 500 hospitalized when a shooter opened fire on the
last of the three-day Route 91 Harvest
festival in Las Vegas, Nev., just after 10
p.m. Oct. 1, BBC News reports.
According to the Las Vegas Police
department, more than 500 people have
been hospitalized after the incident.
The death toll tops last year’s massacre at a nightclub in Orlando, which
left 49 dead. It was also reminiscent of
a deadly shooting in Paris in November
2015 that killed 89 people as part of a
coordinated attack by the Islamic State
that left a total of 130 people dead.
The festival, which took place along
the Las Vegas Strip, was sold out, and
had drawn thousands of participants to

see top performers such as Eric Church,
Sam Hunt and Jason Aldean.
Identified as Stephen Paddock, 64,
the shooter opened fire from the 32nd
floor of the Mandalay Bay Hotel, raining
bullets on the open-air music festival
happening below. Although the local
sheriff department has not given an
exact number of casualties, two of the
at least 50 killed were off-duty officers.
The Associated Press reports that
Paddock shot and killed himself as
police tried to enter his room. Officers
believe he acted alone, but are unsure
of his motive. They are also currently
pursuing a female Asian companion,
reported to be Paddock’s roommate, as
a “person of interest” in the incident.
In a tweet sent this morning, U.S.
President Donald Trump offered his
“warmest condolences and sympathies”
to victims and families affected by “the
terrible Las Vegas shooting.”
Various other global leaders have
also voiced support and condolences,
including representatives from the UK,
Australia and Sweden.
In separate tweets, Cardinal Sean
O’Malley of Boston also offered his support to victims, their families and emergency workers, asking that “God grant
strength and faith to families affected
by last nights violence; Lord welcome
the dead into your loving embrace.”
He also prayed that God would bless
all first responders “as they care for the
victims of last nights’ violence.”
Bishop Edward Burns of Dallas,
Texas, also tweeted-out support, saying
“Our prayers and concerns are with
all those affected by the horrific mass
shooting in Las Vegas. May God, the
giver of all life, sustain us.”

UNLOCK
YOUR
GIVING
POTENTIAL

Donor Advised Account
FIND THE KEY TO A GENEROUS LIFE WHEN YOU
GIVE IT A WAY TO SERVE OTHERS.

Personally – Experience the joy of giving and
provide a lasting tribute to your
faith and family.
Financially – Achieve peace of mind that your
treasure is managed to reflect your
Catholic values.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our
Catholic community through your
charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is
here to help you understand the advantages of
opening a Donor Advised Account.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly
treasure is a gift from God, and we can give it a
way to serve the greater good.

Be generous, ready to share, thus accumulating
as treasure a good foundation for the future,
so as to win the life that is true life.
1 TIMOTHY 6:18-19

Jean Finegan | Deacon Steve Stemper
303.468.9885 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
Our planning services are offered as a courtesy to our donors.
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In-Depth

Bishop Rodriguez
to migrant farmers:
You are not alone
BY WAYNE LAUGESEN

D

enver Auxiliary Bishop Jorge
Rodriguez had a message for
migrant workers and their families during a special Mass Sept. 24 at St.
Nicholas Parish:

You are not alone.
“My message was for them to be
aware there is God,” Bishop Rodriguez explained after the Migrant
Farm Workers Mass. “There is a
loving father who is not far away
from what they are living, so they can
feel all the time that they are not by
themselves. Whatever comes their
way, God is with them.”
About 100 attended the Mass,
including migrant farm workers and
those who came to show support in
this farm community with a large
Hispanic population.
“The workers need assurance from
their fellow Catholics,” said Sister
Molly Munoz, who works in several
rural Eastern Plains parishes. “It would
help them to know we are conscious of

their situation, and concerned about it.
They are suffering a lot.”
At a dinner following Mass, families shared concerns about President
Donald Trump’s promise to deport
undocumented workers.
“Mom worries about him breaking up families,” said a 15-year-old
brought into the country from Mexico
at age 1, by parents who work in Colorado farm fields. “Mother just wishes
the president would stop threatening
families. It worries her. She wishes
they would give more opportunities,
for the ones who work out in the fields.
She would like a chance to study, and
learn skills.”
The boy’s mother leaned her
forehead on her hands and spoke in
broken English.
“Food every day is more expensive,” the woman said. “The rent. We
pay more and more and more. It is
just a struggle for 14 years.”
Pray for them, said Bishop
Rodriguez.
“We as Catholics must ask the lord

At a dinner following the Mass, worried farmers and their children
expressed concerns about recent decisions regarding immigration
policy in the U.S. and how it might aﬀect their families. photo by brandon yoUng/denver catholic

Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez celebrated a special Mass for migrant farmers at St. Nicholas Parish in Platteville on Sept. 24. photo by brandon yoUng/denver catholic

for a blessing for them,” he said. “We
know they live in hard conditions,
and they need God’s blessing more
than ever. We have to become more
aware of the reality these people
face, and have to be more aware that
they are our bothers in need help.”
Catholic volunteers from metro
Denver have long brought Mass to
the fields of the Eastern Plains, where
migrant workers are an essential component of the economy. The bishop’s
Mass was planned for the fields, but
moved to St. Nicholas because of rain.
“This is the first time we’ve had
a bishop give the Mass,” said Marie
Ramos Beeler, a volunteer from the
Spirit of Christ Migrant Ministry at
Arvada’s Spirit of Christ Catholic
Community.
Beeler and other volunteers bring
food, clothing, blankets, fans, sheets,
pillow cases and other donations to
migrant workers three or four times
a week. The ministry receives donations from parishioners, Panera
Bread and Costco. Her and three
other members from Spirit of Christ
Migrant Ministry met with Bishop
Rodriguez earlier in the year to discuss how the Church is addressing
the immigration issue.
“Do Catholics do enough to help?
Up until we met with Bishop Rodriguez in July, we did not think the
Church was doing enough,” Beeler
said. “But since our meeting, Bishop
Rodriguez has been wonderful. He
has been out to the fields with us visiting with migrants at their housing.
He has told us he wants to become
more involved with this community,

and have the Church become more
involved.”
Beeler worries Coloradans won’t
appreciate migrant workers until they
are gone, and can no longer enter the
country.
“I talked to a farmer right here in
this area,” she said. “He ran an ad in
the local paper for two months to hire
help at the farm, and he got absolutely
no response. I do not know any American who would do what these people
do. In the summer, all I do out here is
get in and out of my truck and deliver
food to them, and I’m exhausted. I
cannot imagine how they work like
that in 90-degree heat.”
Since Trump’s election, Beeler
said migrants have gone further
underground.
“People here are very afraid,” she
said. “They have started covering
their windows. When Trump was
first elected, they were not opening
their doors to us because they were
so afraid.”
Some avoided the bishop’s Mass
for fear of deportation, a migrant
explained.
Beeler and other volunteers have
heard all the controversy regarding the legal status of most migrant
workers. They aren’t up for a policy
debate. The migrants live and work
here regardless of those who don’t
like it. Most are Catholic, and all are
human.
“As Catholics, we need to treat
them like we would want to be
treated,” Beeler said. “They are God’s
children as much as we are God’s
children.”
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Msgr. Horrigan remembered as ‘humble, faith-ﬁlled man’
BY THERESE BUSSEN

M

therese.bussen@archden.org
@ThereseBussen

sgr. Leo Horrigan, who served
56 years as a priest, died Sept.
17, 2017, after suffering from
a long illness. He was 83.
The longtime Denver resident was
born one of seven children on Nov. 20,
1934, in Shenandoah, Iowa, to Edward
and Evelyn Horrigan. When he was
just three years old, his family moved
to Denver.
He attended grade school at St.
John the Evangelist Catholic School
in Denver and graduated from St. Francis de Sales High School in Denver in
1952. He attended Regis College from
1952-1953 and St. Thomas Seminary
in Denver from 1953-1956. He was
ordained on Dec. 20, 1959, in Rome by
Archbishop M. O’Connor, and went
on to receive his S.T.L. from the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome
in 1960 and an M.A. from the Catholic
University of America in 1966. He was
appointed a Prelate of Honor by Pope
St. John Paul II on Sept. 25, 2000.
Some of Msgr. Horrigan’s assignments include pastor at St. Philomena
Parish, Blessed Sacrament Parish,
where he served for 13 years, and
Notre Dame Parish in Denver, where he
served for four terms. He also served as

Monsignor Leo Horrigan died Sept. 17 after a fruitful career as a priest
for the Archdiocese of Denver. He is remembered fondly for his faith and
humility. file photos

the Archdiocesan Scout Chaplain and as
the ordinary confessor of the Franciscan Motherhouse in Colorado Springs.
He also served in various Archdiocesan positions including Vicar for Clergy.
He was the first to have the position in
the diocese, under Archbishop James V.
Casey. He retired June 11, 2010.
Father Robert Fisher, who knew
him professionally, remembered Msgr.
Horrigan as a “tremendously faithful”
man.
“I knew him to be incredibly knowledgeable and a very good pastor. He
was at the Cathedral while I was a

President of Southern Colorado’s
only Catholic High School –
Could this be your calling?
St. Mary’s High School seeks an innovative leader with a commitment to
Catholic education and experienced in educational administration and development
who will embrace the mission of our school and take it to the next level to ensure
financial sustainability and enrollment growth for the next 130 years.

Closing Date: November 30, 2017
Position Start Date: July 1, 2018
Join a Catholic college preparatory institution of unparalleled success
as President of St. Mary’s High School. For more information visit
www.smhscs.org/employment.

Applications must be received
by November 30, 2017

INSPIRED BY FAITH
EMPOWERED BY KNOWLEDGE
UNITED BY COMMUNITY

St. Mary’s
High School

A Catholic college-prep family since 1885

2501 E. Yampa St.
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
719.635.7540
www.smhscs.org

seminarian,” Father Fisher said. “He
was a tremendous guy, incredibly faithful. Those that I know who had him as
a pastor absolutely loved him.”
Msgr. Thomas Fryar, current pastor
at St. Thomas More Parish, also served

as Vicar for Clergy and explained how
the position is a difficult but rewarding
one, and that Msgr. Horrigan is remembered as a good pastor because of his
experience with that role.
“He was the first one in that role
under Archbishop Casey. He helped
overseeing priests and their roles in
their parishes, and he did it in a very
humble way,” Msgr. Fryar said.
Msgr. Fryar knows people who still
remember Msgr. Horrigan as a faithful
pastor.
“One thing I’m very aware of is that
he had such a profound impact on
people that they still remembered him
even now. You enter the lives of people
and you have no idea how it will touch
people in later years [as a priest],” he
said. “He was a gentle, loving and faithfilled presence in the community.
“Even in retirement and infirmity, he
helped bring the sacraments to people.
He was always wanting to be available
to share the grace of God with others.
He’s a man I really looked up to.”
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Who is Saul Alinsky?
BY THERESE BUSSEN

G
Saturday

Oct. 21, 2017
St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish

8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial, CO 80112

Speakers

RICHARD J. PAYNE

STEPHEN PAYNE

Producers of “A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”

radual infiltration of ideas so
as to shape culture without its
members even realizing it: This
is what one man in the 20th century set
out to do — and at the time, he even did
it with the initial help of the Catholic
Church.
The man was Saul Alinsky, a Chicago
man born as a Jew who later became
agnostic. He studied criminology at
the University of Chicago, where he
got involved with the mafia. He went
on to become the founder of modern
community organizing, and began that
work with a vision of care for the poor,
implementing his strategies in the Archdiocese of Chicago. His ideologies and
community organizing strategies would
go on to influence the social and political
movements of today.
Father and son duo Richard and
Stephen Payne of Arcadia Films
co-produced the documentary A Wolf
in Sheep’s Clothing on the life of Alinsky and just how far “his
tentacles spread” into
the philosophical

inner-workings of our country — infiltrating the Catholic Church and sowing
seeds of the political polarization we see
so widespread now.
“He was really central to the profound upheavals within the Church in
the care of the poor,” said Richard. “His
whole vision of reality breaks the fundamental principles of Catholic moral
teaching, which is that the end does not
justify the means.”
Alinsky’s approach, according to
Richard, is one that is gnostic, a heresy
that says you’re saved by your ideas.
“There’s the oppressors and the
oppressed, and they’re attacked by
force, and it usually ends up in violence,”
Richard said. “It’s based on this engagement of a confrontation of oppressor
and oppressed, that’s so fundamental.
It’s created the polarization we see now.
“The Church in Chicago bought
into that and supported his work and
it had a profound impact in the 1960s
on the Church’s project for the poor,” he
added. “He had developed nation-wide

affiliates and community organizers.”
“He had great influence on organizations,” Stephen said. “[Many modern
movements] are funded by Alinskian-trained individuals, people who
stoke the flames of violence…it stokes
anxiety and frustration in poorer
communities.”
“Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton,
they studied Alinksy. She knew him and
she thought he didn’t go far enough. The
tentacles [of Alinsky] are quite vast,” he
continued.
The film aired in September of 2016
on EWTN, won multiple film awards
and continues to air on the Catholic
network occasionally. It can also be
watched online at alinskyfilm.com and
is available for rent or as a download
for purchase.
Richard and Stephen Payne will
speak extensively on Saul Alinsky,
show a trailer of their film, and reveal
an exclusive 10-minute follow-up short
film on A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing at the
Gospel of Life Conference.

Saul Alinsky, known as the founder of modern community organizing,
infiltrated culture with harmful ideologies based in Marxism. ap photo

SISTER MARIS STELLA
Sisters of Life

FR. DANIEL CIUCCI

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

8:30 a.m. Holy Mass
Fr. John Riley, presiding

9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Speakers throughout the day
Coffee and pastries
at registration
Lunch at noon

Register now at GOSPELOFLIFECO.ORG
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An Encounter with Beauty

A Behind the Scenes Tour of the Cathedral Basilica
Beer & Wine Reception and Fundraiser to Follow

Thursday, November 9th at 7pm
Registration: Creatio.org/Cathedral
Adventure in Nature • Journey in the Spirit

Real Estate Specialist for Baby Boomers & Seniors!
Rose P. Wickwire
REALTOR ®
CNE, CPRES, SRES

303.906.6157

5280 Magazine Five Star Professional

A Special Invitation to Those with Estates of $250,000 or more.
Attend my free “Wills and Trusts 101” workshop and learn about
the 7 little-known secrets you should know about

“Avoiding Probate and Death Taxes, Protecting Your Home
and Life Savings from Nursing Homes, and Preventing
Inheritances from Escaping Your Family Bloodline”
Hello. My name is Richard Hughes, senior partner of The Hughes Law Firm. We are a boutique
18-member estate planning and elder law ﬁrm dedicated to protecting and preserving family
legacies.
If you are a careful life-long saver, real estate or equities investor, business owner, inheritor, or
professional, join me to discover how to plan for the second half of life under a new administration
and tax regimen. Here’s what you’ll learn:

• 5 sure-fire ways to avoid probate
• Preventing a surviving spouse from disinheriting the
• How properly drafted powers of attorney can help families children or other beneficiaries of the first spouse to die—
particularly in a 2nd or subsequent marriage
protect assets even after a nursing home admission
• Avoiding the high cost, family conflict, and courtroom
• Wills vs. trusts vs. beneficiary deeds vs. DIY planning
drama a sudden stroke or Alzheimer’s can cause
• The little-known secret to avoiding future nursing home
• How our Bulletproof Trust™ shields what you leave your
bills of $8000+/mo.
without buying LTC insurance or giving everything to your children or other loved ones from their divorces, medical
bills, credit card debt, lawsuits,
children now
IRS liens, substance issues, over-generosity, investment
• Ensuring the optimum stretch-out, asset protection,
blunders, bloodline diversions, and other costly mistakes
and management of unspent IRAs, 401(k)s, and other
retirement plans you leave your children

If you are thinking about updating your old will and trust, or starting your planning from scratch, my Wills
and Trusts 101 workshop is the perfect place to begin.
A special invitation to the members of our strategic partners:

FREE 90 Minute Workshops
Call for reservations today.

Broomfield Community Center

(recorded 24 hr. reservation line)

(East of the Broomfield Combined Courts and DMV)

(720) 259-4388
or register on-line at

seminars.TheHughesLawFirm.net

280 Spader Way, Broomfield 80020
Saturday, October 21st at 1pm

Heather Gardens

2888 S. Heather Gardens Way, Aurora 80014
(South on Abilene from Yale then turn right on
Heather Gardens Way to Community Room)
1974
Specializing in Peace of Mind

SM

Saturday, October 28th at 1pm

Complimentary refreshments and snacks served • Free convenient parking

AUTO LOANS

Amazing Low Rate!

2.89

%
APR

NEW

|

USED

|

*

REFINANCED**

60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.89% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used
for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect
loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles October 1-31, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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The forgotten vocation of secular orders
How the Secular
Carmelites in Denver
are a path to heaven
for one another
BY THERESE BUSSEN

T

here are plenty of religious
orders: Dominicans, Franciscans,
Salesians, Jesuits, Carmelites —
but did you know about secular orders?
Secular orders, or third orders, are
branches of religious orders for lay
men and women who are either single
or married who adopt the charisms of
the order into their daily lives and have
a community. And in Denver, the secular
Carmelite order is alive and well.
The community here began over 25
years ago, and when current director of
formation, Marian Gilmore, met them,
there were only six people who met in
the house of one of the members.
“I was completely in love with the
whole idea of meditation, contemplation and poverty of spirit,” Gilmore said.
“It was everything I had been looking
for.”
Gilmore joined the community as
an aspirant, the first step of the process, and the community continued to
grow over the years until it spread into
different branches, in addition to the
near 70-member Denver base, which is
known as the “Community of the Holy
Spirit”: Fort Collins, Colorado Springs
and Cheyenne, WY. The Denver community is also canonically approved.
It was this thriving Denver community
that now-president, Ida Rubin, discovered
when she moved to Denver in 2004.
“I have been a secular Carmelite

since 1964. I wanted a home that was
a clear path to the Catholic Church,”
Rubin said. “[The Carmelites] are an
extended family with each other. I’ve
been in five communities: Washington, California, and Denver. We speak
a language to each other which is fraternal, and we have provincial guidelines, constitutions and formation, so
it’s the same no matter where you go.
I’ve always been welcomed into the
community as a member of the family.”

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?
If you’re not living in a religious
order, what does living the secular order
look like for lay members?
Members of the community meet
once monthly for formation and Mass
together. Those just joining do so as
aspirants. According to Gilmore, aspirants begin studying the Way of Perfection after acceptance. If free of impediments (i.e., not baptized, not married in
the Church, etc.) and after completing
the first year, they have an interview
with the council and are accepted to
the second year, where they study the
Living Flame of Love. After completing
that year, they make temporary vows.
Following the temporary vows, their
formation continues by studying various
saints and works and is split into various
stages. In formation two, year one, they
start studying Carmelite saints, beginning with St. Therese of Lisieux; formation two, year two studies St. Teresa of
Avila; formation two, year three studies
St. John of the Cross. After completing
these introductory years for six years,
then the definitive vows are made.
Daily life also looks more intentional
for a secular Carmelite, and they ascribe
to it as much as their state in life allows:

They pray the Liturgy of the Hours
every morning and evening, attend
daily Mass as much as they’re able, pray
a daily rosary, and try to make space for
one hour of meditation a day.
“When I came to Carmel, I had three
kids under five… I needed a clear path and I
signed up,” Rubin said. “I need structure in
my life, and it’s given me that. There have
been many blessings. All through my life,
Carmel has been there for me.”
WHAT DOES A VOCATION
LOOK LIKE?
It looks different for everyone, Rubin
said, but there are always similar traits.
“The people that come to us express

that they were looking for something
in their spiritual life, and they were
missing something but they didn’t
know what it was,” Rubin explained.
“And sometimes someone in the parish
invited them, or someone in their life is
a Carmelite priest or nun. It’s through
an action of the Holy Spirit, or an
encounter with another Carmelite.”
For council member David Stratman, he knew God was calling him to
something, but he wasn’t sure what it
was. On his own, he had felt called to
pray more and attend daily Mass; eventually, he started praying the Liturgy of
the Hours. But he was still struggling
with making progress in prayer.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Members of the secular order of Carmelites receive ﬂowers following a Mass for
St. Therese of Lisieux at the Carmelite
Monastery on October 3. photo by daniel petty/denver catholic

“The intensity of the call became
even more intense the past seven years
or so. Every day, I asked God where he
was leading me,” Stratman said.
Eventually, he found a flyer in the back
of his church about the secular Carmelites, which described the daily practices
they incorporate into their lives to grow
closer to God — some of the very same
things he had been doing for years.
“I dropped to my knees and thanked
God. It is absolutely amazing how all of
the things for which I was being called
were the things of Carmel,” Stratman
said. “I called the number and the rest
is history. I have been in Carmel about
four years. I cannot possibly explain

how fast those years have gone by and
how much my prayer life has improved.”
Stratman added that there are many
secular vocations and Carmel is not necessarily for everyone. If several hours of
prayer in silence and solitude doesn’t
sound appealing, it probably isn’t a good
fit, he said. But, if it is a good fit, don’t be
afraid and “do not doubt how much our
Blessed Mother will help” you accomplish what’s required by the community.
IT WILL CHANGE YOU
The members of Denver’s secular
Carmelite order are a family, Rubin and
Gilmore said, and practicing the communal way of life along with the daily
spiritual practices are the backbone of
their relationship with God.
“The community is so loving, so
wonderful, so pure,” Gilmore said. “If
I needed something right now, I could
name 20 people I could call. They know
you, they love you and have the same
outlook, the same values.”
But the opportunity to be a part of
an order, or to even ask the question,
“What does God want me to do with my
life?” is something far too many people
miss, Gilmore said.
“So many people don’t think about
their responsibility to know their creator,” she said. “The idea of becoming
involved in a vocation is something only
a minority of people think about. I wish
everyone spent time thinking about,
‘How can I get closer to my creator?’

7 Reasons You Need
an Estate Plan
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of

up to twelve months or more.

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing
home costs, which average $8,000 per month in Colorado!
DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the door with
your ex in-law.
REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger
instead of your children if your spouse gets remarried after your
death.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible

adults from spending their inheritance all at once.

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

Learn more about the beneﬁts of having a Living Trust.

Call 303.736.6060 or go online to
www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshops on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303.736.6060

Tuesday, October 17th
2:00 PM or 6:30 PM
Hilton Garden Inn
1050 Plaza Drive
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

Tuesday, November 7th
2:00 PM
Burns and Wilcox Center
7807 E. Peakview Avenue,
Ste. 105
Centennial, CO 80111

i
The Community of the Holy Spirit
always welcomes visitors, but November is the perfect time to start as
aspirant classes begin. The community meets at St. Thomas More every
second Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. with lunch and Mass. If interested, call Ida Rubin at 303-805-4853
or Marian Gilmore at 303-661-7338.

Catherine Hammond, Attorney

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”

7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303.736.6060

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Independent Living Assisted Living Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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Douglas County elections heat up over school choice
Voucher programs, Blaine
Amendment could hang in balance
BY KARNA SWANSON

F

karna.swanson@archden.org
@KarnaSwanson

ew issues worry parents more
than the quality of education
available to their children,
which is why school choice is a hot-button, emotional issue for many voters.
This fall, the issue is about to reach a
boiling point for the citizens of Douglas County, and it will have national
implications.
On Nov. 7, four seats of the Douglas
County School Board will be decided,
and who fills them could determine the
outcome of the school district’s debate
over their voucher program, an innovative program launched in 2011 that
seeks to provide universal school choice.

The Colorado Supreme Court
ruled the program unconstitutional
in 2015, stating that by providing publicly funded scholarships to qualifying
students attending private schools,
including faith-based ones, the initiative violates the 150-year old Blaine
Amendment that forbids aid to “sectarian” (read: Catholic) schools.
The ruling was appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court, and just this summer,
as the school board election began to
heat up, the case was sent back to the
Colorado Supreme Court with instruction from the U.S. Supreme Court to
reconsider the constitutionality of the
voucher program in light of its recent
decision in another challenge to religious discrimination, Trinity Lutheran
v Comer.

Now that the Colorado Supreme
Court’s ruling on the voucher program
has been vacated, the stakes are even
higher when it comes to who sits on the
Douglas County School Board.
If Douglas County voters elect a
board that favors the Choice Scholarship program, which could become a
model for school districts across the
country, that would put pressure on the
State of Colorado to reconsider not only
its ruling on the voucher program, but
also the existence of the discriminatory
Blaine Amendment (and by extension
similar pressure could be placed on the
37 other states where similar amendments exist).
If not, then universal school choice
may never again see the light of day in
Colorado, and it may hinder efforts in
other states.
As a result, the 2018 school board
election in Douglas County has been
catapulted to the national political
stage, placing one of the most polarizing topics in education in the spotlight.

TURN OUT, TURN OUT,
TURN OUT
According to Jennifer Kraska, executive director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, this election is a critical
opportunity for supporters of school
choice in Douglas County to make their
voice heard.
“The makeup of the board could
determine the outcome of that voucher
program,” she said. “[If the wrong
people are elected], it could completely
start from scratch, and this could have
reverberations through the entire state,
potentially in the entire country.”
With the current ruling, “public
monies” are prevented from being
given “in aid of any church or sectarian society,” she said. In other words, if
tax-paying parents want financial assistance to send their kids to a Catholic or
other Christian school, the government
blocks funding for it.
Voting for candidates that support
school choice is crucial, she said, encouraging all people in Douglas County to vote.

Evening of Hope

GALA

BENEFIT FOR HOPE SCHOLARSHIPS

Saturday, November 18, 2017
The Brown Palace Hotel
321 17th Street, Denver, CO 80202

Buy tickets at EOHGala.org

Beverly, Sts. Peter and Paul student
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The Douglas County school board election will draw national attention
this fall. photo provided

“People need to be aware and turnout is really going to be key,” Kraska
underlined. “Anyone who can vote in
Douglas County should. Learn about
the candidates and who supports school
choice.”
Ballots will be sent Oct. 16 and voting
day is Nov. 7.
For those outside of Douglas County,
Kraska said that getting involved in

supporting those pro-school choice
candidates and encouraging others is
also important.
“[You can] also get involved with
the election by helping different candidates, helping them raise money
and encouraging people who want to
protect school choice – those people
need help,” she said. “And pray for the
elections.”

WHY VOUCHERS?
Vouchers are public funds given to
parents toward the education of their
child in a private school. Those who
oppose vouchers do so with the claim
that it diverts needed money from
public schools.
Jay Clark, Executive Director of
Seeds of Hope, disagrees. He noted that
many who oppose voucher programs
might say they are in favor of school
choice, “but only as long as that school
is a public school.”
“But school choice that excludes
religious education is not true school
choice,” he added. “For real school
choice to exist, which will push all
schools, private and public, to serve
students better, we need scholarship
programs like Seeds of Hope and ACE
Scholarships, and we need vouchers and
tax credit programs.”
“A voucher or tax credit program
would really empower families,” he
said.
Bishop Michael Sheridan of Colorado Springs, in a letter sent to the parishes where Douglas County residents
attend, noted that school choice isn’t
just about vouchers and tax credits: “It

“

School choice
that excludes
religious education is
not true school choice.”
JAY CLARK
Executive Director of Seeds of Hope

is about empowering parents to choose
educational programs and curricula
that best suit the needs of their children and properly reflect the beliefs
and values of their family.”
“The Catholic Church has always
been very clear that it is parents who
are the primary educators of their children,” he added, “and parents must
enjoy true liberty when it comes to the
educational choices they make for their
children.
“Unfortunately, Colorado’s Constitution has been a barrier to voucher
programs, like the one at stake in Douglas County.”
Therese Bussen contributed to this
report.

YOU ARE INVITED!

FALLSunday,
OPEN
HOUSES
October 29, 2017
BISHOP MACHEBEUF HIGH SCHOOL

HOLY FAMILY HIGH SCHOOL

8 a.m. – noon
Learn all about the Machebeuf experience!
Mass at 8 a.m. | Tours | Meet faculty and staff

11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Your Catholic Choice for College Preparatory
Tours | Meet faculty and staff |
Band and choir performances

458 Uinta Way
Denver, CO 80230
(In Lowry off of 6th and Quebec)
Register online

5195 W. 144th Avenue
Broomfield, CO 80023
Register online

www.machebeuf.org

www.holyfamilyhs.com

For more information: (303) 344-0082 x117

For more information: (303) 410-1411
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Invest in the
Cathedral’s future,
pastor urges
BY AARON LAMBERT

O

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

f the spires atop the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Cardinal J. Francis Stafford once described them as two exclamation points of faith in the heart of Denver.
Presently, the spires are being slowly
revived and unveiled as hundreds of
thousands of dollars’ worth of scaffolding is removed. Repairs to the iconic
Denver church have been underway
since last year, but there’s still much
work to be done. $2.3 million worth of
work, to be exact. Though the Cathedral’s cash reserve and a steady stream
of generous donations continue to fund
the restoration, pastor Father Ron Cattany frankly discusses the reality of the
situation.
“The money’s going to run out come
April 1,” he said.
The original estimate to repair the
exterior of the Cathedral was over $4
million. It has since been revised to $3.8
million. To date, $1.5 million in work has
been completed; the scaffolding alone
cost $985,000.
As the scaffolding comes down,
freshly carved gothic stonework and
refinished limestone can be seen from
Colfax Avenue and beyond. While the
magnificence of the restoration can’t be
seen in detail from the street, the sheer
amount of work Lawrence Holland and
his crew of 11 with Summit Sealants has
done is astounding.
The Cathedral hasn’t looked as pristine in perhaps 105 years.
IT STARTED WITH A
GRAPE CLUSTER
As the Denver Catholic reported last
year, it all started last March when a
stone grape cluster fell from above the
Holy Doors. Upon closer inspection, it
was determined that the entire exterior of the Cathedral was in dire need of
repair. So what happened after all these
years?
Colorado’s unpredictable climate is
very hard on these types of buildings,
Holland explained. The Cathedral, in its
105-year lifespan, has not been immune
to problems caused by freeze-thaw cycles

and different temperature extremes.
“[The Cathedral] has self-destructed,
as all buildings in Colorado do,” Holland
said. “These buildings expand and contract and therefore tend to fall apart on
their own.”
As Holland and his crew began repairs
on the Cathedral spires, they made new
discoveries about the extent of the
damage, “which are inherent in projects
of this magnitude,” he said.
They discovered that the stones at
the top of the Cathedral had mild iron
rods holding them in place, which have
corroded over the years and grown in
size. This growth over time emits a force
strong enough to split stone, which happened to many of the stones on the spires.
One of the ways they are attempting to
control this over the next 100 years is by
implementing a maintenance program.
“Buildings like the Cathedral don’t
have very many expansion joints within
them, and because of that they just tend
to break and move wherever it decides to
do that, so there’s no way of controlling
that other than through a maintenance
program,” Holland told the Denver
Catholic.
Maintenance is an important part of
an emergency repair such as this. Holland and his crew are being mindful of
the future of the Cathedral as they make
repairs to the stonework.
“To mitigate this down the road, we’ve
installed lead-coated copper flashes,
which are permanent,” Holland said.
“We’ve added that in all the back sides
of the gables, in all these areas that tend
to harbor ice and snow and cause these
huge damages that we’ve seen.”
Holland has managed to reduce costs
by having a full-time stone carver on-site
to carve replacement stones or repurpose some of the damaged ones. Because
of the delicate and specialized nature of
stone carving, one stone can cost thousands of dollars to carve. Even so, having
an on-site carver reduces the costs associated with outsourcing the work.
“By having him on-site all the time,
we’re not paying these astronomical
fees,” Holland said. “They’re reasonable
costs, they’re just high. Stone restoration
is extremely expensive. There’s only a
handful of people that really even do this
stuff [anymore].”

Father Ron Cattany holds the stone
grape cluster that fell over the Holy
Door last March, which led to the
revelation of the state of the building. “God’s providence always gets
us the right message at the right
time, and it’s our job to respond,”
Father Cattany said. all photos by andrew wright

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
The repairs started at the tip top of
the Cathedral and are working their
way down. Coincidentally, most of the
work has been at the top.
“The top 20 feet [of the spires] has
virtually been replaced completely in
its entirety with new and salvaged stone
with high grade connecting stainless
steel that will not corrode,” Holland
said. The good news is that as they continue moving down, the stone repairs
become more minimal.
“We’re very optimistic that we’re
not going to be blowing through tens of
thousands of dollars in stone carvings,”
Holland said.
While there have been a few delays
in the work, including troubles with
vandalism, Father Cattany says they
haven’t been a big issue.
“This is one of those things where
you do it once and you do it right,” he
said. “There have been brides who are
disappointed because they can’t get
their front steps of the Cathedral shot,
but the thing is, this has got be done
right.”
The Cathedral is not only the mother
church for the Archdiocese of Denver, it
is embedded in the very history of Colorado. It serves hundreds of thousands
of people each year, whether through
outreach or just being a beautiful place
to visit, and because it doesn’t a have
large number of registered parishioners, financing projects such as this
emergency repair can be difficult.

Lawrence Holland explains to
Father Cattany some of the work
his crew has been doing near the
top of the Cathedral.

The building is 105 years old, and
Father Cattany urges those in the archdiocese to whom the Cathedral means
something to consider investing in its
future so it can stand as Denver’s mother
church for many years to come.
“It’s a good look at reality for a
105-year-old building that, in a very
wonderful way, is very well-used,” Father
Cattany said.” [We] need to keep it functional, [we] need it evangelical in terms
of serving people, and [we] need to keep
it safe so people feel comfortable to come
here.”
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The top 20 feet of
the spires on the
Cathedral have
been virtually
replaced in their
entirety with new
stonework since
repairs began.

A look at some
of the damage
While this is by no means an extensive
look at the damage that has occurred to
the Cathedral over the years, here are a
few trouble areas they’ve discovered.

CRACKS
Much of the stone on the exterior has cracked over the years
from rapid freeze-thaw cycles, as
can be seen here on this piece.
EXTERIOR
FAÇADE WORK
Revised estimate:

$3.8 million
$1.5 million
$2.3 million
$163,000
Paid to date:

Remaining work:

Contributions received:

CATHEDRAL BY THE
NUMBERS (ANNUALLY)
LITURGICAL FUNCTIONS

CORROSION
This piece from the east spire is
an example of how corroded iron
rods have caused some of the
stones to split from the inside out,
making them very unstable.

Daily Mass:

23,400 people
70,000 people
1000 hours
32
18
37
Weekend Masses:

Confessions:

Weddings:

Funerals:

Baptisms:

DISCOLORATION
Some of the rich color of the stone has
faded over the years, making it appear
very worn. Holland and his team will
remedy this using a product called liquid
dirt to bring the stone back to life.
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Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado
Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

‘Forgive me Father,
I have a tattoo.’
‘Hey, so do I!’

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
BY AARON LAMBERT

Harry Stevenson
55 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
For more than a century, Catholic families have
trusted Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care
for their loved ones because respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and
providing affordable options is at the heart of
what we do.

Matt Whaley
30 Years

With more than a 85 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson and Matt Whale have
assisted families with care and compassion.
Their expertise combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood
chapels is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

“…You know that’s permanent,
right?”
So goes one of an array of responses
when a discerning young person tells
their parents they want to get a tattoo.
“Why would you want to do that to yourself?” is a safe follow-up.
It’s a good question to ask. Why do
people get tattoos? And another: What
does the Catholic Church say about getting tattoos?
“I think when anyone is getting a
tattoo, and especially a Catholic, [they]
should be mindful of, ‘Is this respectful? Is this in anyway demonic, lewd
or crude?’” said Father Joseph Lajoie,
parochial vicar of Light of the World
Parish in Littleton. Father Lajoie has
five tattoos himself, the most recent of
which was done in June. He added an
“M” as seen on the Miraculous Medal
to a cross he has on his shoulder, symbolizing Marian devotion as a priest.
“Since I consecrated myself to Our
Lord through the Miraculous Medal
of Our Lady, I wanted the image in the
back, kind of in my own style, as that
Marian tattoo,” Father Lajoie said. “For
me, it’s a way of having in my flesh a
pointing towards the scapular and the
Miraculous Medal.”
You read that right: Father Lajoie, a
Catholic priest, has five tattoos.

Many opponents of tattoos, especially those who are Christians, often
cite Leviticus 19:28 as explicit instruction by the Church not to get a tattoo:
“Do not lacerate your bodies for the
dead, and do not tattoo yourselves.” So,
tattoos are forbidden?
Not so fast. This instruction to the
Israelites from the Book of Leviticus
refers to an ancient Canaanite practice
of tattooing the names of the deceased
on one’s body as a form of mourning.
The Israelites were forbidden by the
Lord from doing this because this was
considered a pagan practice. Another
important distinction to make is that
this command was part of the Mosaic
Law passed down to the people of Israel,
which was part of God’s Old Covenant
with his people. As Church history
teaches, the Old Covenant was rendered
inapplicable once Christ established the
New Covenant through his crucifixion.
So, tattoos aren’t bad? From a
moral standpoint, no. There is nothing

“

I think when anyone
is getting a tattoo,
and especially a Catholic,
[they] should be mindful
of, ‘Is this respectful?’”
FATHER JOSEPH LAJOIE
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You,re invited!!
immoral about getting a tattoo. In fact,
a Christian tradition of tattoos can be
dated back to as early as the 6th century.
Early historians have recorded stories
of Christians tattooing themselves with
crosses in the Holy Land. This tradition likely stems from the words of
St. Paul in his letter to the Galatians,
when he writes, “From now on let no
one make troubles for me; for I bear
the marks of Jesus on my body.” While
many biblical scholars argue that Paul is
speaking metaphorically here, he is also
likely referring to the ancient Roman
and Greek cultural practice of marking
slaves with tattoos to show whom they
belonged to.
Not even the Catechism contains an
explicit reference to tattoos. However,
while the Church doesn’t have an official teaching on tattoos, those considering getting one should still heed the
Christian virtues of temperance, charity and prudence.
People are sometimes shocked
that a priest would have a tattoo, but
Father Lajoie explained that it can
sometimes be used as an opportunity to
speak humbly about his own sinfulness,
and even for evangelization.
“[My tattoos] are a reminder that
I have made mistakes in my life, and
looking at a couple of my tattoos that I
wish I hadn’t gotten is a reminder that
I’ve also done other things in my life
that I regret and wish I hadn’t done —
that is, sin,” he said. “It’s a reminder
of the sinful mistakes I’ve made in the
past. We’ve all made mistakes, some of
us have them on our right arm.”

Father Lajoie also pointed out that
his tattoos make him more approachable to those who might otherwise avoid
any sort of conversation with a priest.
“For some people, these things that
‘normalize’ a priest make people more
willing to approach them and begin
asking questions,” he said.
Early on, Father Lajoie’s inspiration for his tattoos came from his love
of music – the band U2, in particular.
The act of getting a tattoo brings with
it an element of putting an important
part of your personality on display
for all to see, and while Father Lajoie
conceded that his desire to get a tattoo
was partially motivated by this, it was a
mark that also bore a deeper meaning
for him and his Catholic faith.
“In some ways, as Catholics, since
we’re sacramental people, the desire to
want a physical symbol and reminder of
something that’s deeply impacted your
life…I think in some ways that touches
upon us as Catholics who have the sacraments,” Father Lajoie explained.
Tattoos are, of course, not sacramentals, he clarified, but just as the
sacraments are physical expressions
of invisible realities, tattoos are physical symbols that say something about
who we are and what has impacted us
in our lives.
“When something has happened in
your life that’s not physical, but you’ve
gotten through it, or is very important
and meaningful to you, to have a visible
symbol and reminder and image of that
touches upon our desire to wear that
out there,” said Father Lajoie.
The
Church
has no
teaching
when it
comes to
tattoos;
however,
as is the
case with
other
amoral
issues, it
has some
guidelines that
should
be considered
when discerning
whether
to get a
tattoo.
photos by jason
weinrich

Center for Natural Law’s
Fall Dinner Seminar on Atheism
Saturday, October 21, 6:30pm

Join us for cocktails, great food and novel insights on
Atheism in the modern world. Author and Professor
Dr. Sebastian Mahfood, OP of Holy Apostles College
and Fr. Joseph Hearty will offer new perspectives and
useful information like never heard before!!

Knights of Columbus Hall – 1555 Grant St., Denver

Must RSVP at www.centerfornaturallaw.org ‘seminars page’,
.00
$25
s
Or call (303) 759-3599,
i
sion son
Or email greg@centerfornaturallaw.org
mis r per
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be part of

something

pe

bigger

Create a new world with
prayer, love, community,
justice and peace.
Like us on
Facebook

www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org • (937) 837-3302 • vocations@cppsadmin.org

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House


Oct 17 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
The Art of Seeing

 Oct 20-22 ― Men: Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Praying in Today’s World
 Oct 27-29 ― Men & Women: Fr. Hanh Pham, S.J.
Psalms & Prayers
 Nov 1 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
Saints, Not Superheroes
 Nov 3-5 ― Men & Women: Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Cosmology
 Nov 10-12 ― Men & Women: Fr. Len Kraus, S.J.
Serenity Retreat
 Nov 15 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Joy: A Perspective on My Life

Individually directed retreats
available throughout the year.
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
Find & Like Us on Facebook
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Is it possible to be a professional
Catholic painter today?
BY THERESE BUSSEN

A

s the Archdiocese of Denver has
prepared for consecration to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
one particular image of her stood out —
a painting by Cameron Smith, which
depicts Mary in both a traditional, yet
totally modern style: Somehow impressionistic, geometric and iconographic
all at once.
But it isn’t Smith’s only painting.
He’s painted several other religious
works, including the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and beautiful sketches of St.
John Paul II as well as Pope Francis.
He also paints non-religious themes
as well — and does all of this full-time.
Not all artists need to starve.
So how does a Catholic painter
become successful today? Smith
shares his story on how he came to
own his call as an artist, hone his craft
and begin an apostolate.
DENVER CATHOLIC: How did you

begin as an artist?

CAMERON SMITH: I was into art
from childhood. I remember coloring
books and kindergarten projects
and was one of the class “artists”
all through school. In high school,
my youth minister suggested I look
at North Carolina State University
(NCSU) School of Design, and I went
with it. While there, I gravitated
towards fine arts and, in the last year
of my program, started a studio co-op.
I had been interested in painting,

2017 DENVER CATHOLIC

drawing, sculpture, photography and
other disciplines, but somewhere in
the process of developing the studio, I
determined to make painting a focus.
The complexity of painting and allure
of color attracted me. Its possibilities
seemed so vast.
DC: How did your profession as a

painter take off ? What motivated
you to pursue it full-time?
CS: I couldn’t be invested in pursuing
something unless it was deeply
meaningful…and this meant defining
art. I concluded that the essence of
art was an “interplay with the Holy
Spirit within a given medium.” Once
I grasped this, it struck me as a call
to pursue art. My artistic journey has
mirrored my faith life in many ways.
It’s an ongoing cycle of reconversion/
recommitment/ renewal.
The career aspect, however, is a
puzzle I wrestled with for years and is
ever-evolving. Painting haunted me
as I worked various other jobs to support it. And honing my skills was just
the first step in building an art career!
In 1998, I received my first real fine
art commission, a Degas-inspired
portrait. After reading Pope John
Paul II’s Letter to Artists, expressing my faith overtly in art became a
real goal. I had started apprenticing
with a local Catholic sculptor who
introduced me to St. Louis de Montfort’s Total Consecration, which
greatly influenced my life and art.
That summer (99’), I discovered my

Christmas GIFT GUIDE
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�/�6th Pg: $�60
�/4th Pg: $ 575
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�/3rd Pg: $960 �/2 Pg: $�,�00
Full Page: $2,000
To reserve your ad, call your advertising rep today or
contact Mike O’Neill at (303) 7�5-3253 or
email: michael.oneill@archden.org

wife-to-be, Kristen, on a mission trip.
By 2002, we were married, expecting
our first child, and preparing to be
vendors at World Youth Day 2002,
Toronto, where we were launching
Smith Catholic Art, our family art
apostolate. Five kids and 15 years
later, it’s been a steadily evolving
process.
DC: What was the journey of cre-

ating the Immaculate Heart of
Mary and Sacred Heart of Jesus
paintings like?
CS: The process of painting the
Sacred and Immaculate Hearts
was, to be truthful, agonizing…and

Cameron Smith discovered a
call to pursue painting full-time
and has had much success with
his religious artworks, such as
“Immaculate Heart of Mary”
(left) and St. John Paul II.
photos from smithcatholicart.com
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momentous. I had wanted and tried
to paint the Two Hearts images
several times, but couldn’t find the
right inspiration. Favorite icons, Van
Gogh, Klimt, a few contemporary
artists, as well as my experience with
portraiture and Kristen as model,
helped to produce this image. It
was two years in the making, and
it seemed like every time it went
on the ease, our life would just “hit
the fan.” While I started it on my
own, a dealer I work with was able
to arrange a commission. This was a
great grace, as it forced me to finish
and push through many times of
utter frustration. “Immaculate Heart
of Mary” was the first painting in
which I combined abstract designs
and pattern with more traditional
modeling and realism. It’s an idea
from iconography, but I wanted to
incorporate my own figure skills and
use a pattern language that didn’t
allude to other particular pattern
contexts. It had to be contemporary

but also thoroughly traditional.
The “Immaculate Heart of Mary”
illuminated and paved the way for the
“Sacred Heart of Jesus.”
DC: What is the most challenging

and rewarding thing about being a
painter?
CS: Seriously pursuing art while
attempting to earn a living is a
tremendous challenge, like training
for the Olympics without a sponsor.
Adding a Catholic family to the
picture, finances have without a
doubt been the greatest challenge
and obstacle. I am extraordinarily
blessed, however, that, while I’ve
certainly felt this stress, providence
has managed greater artistic growth
through the struggle than I could
have otherwise hoped for. The most
rewarding things are seeing that my
work has impacted others, reaching
a point in artistic growth when one
knows, without question, that a work
of art is good and what makes it so,
and participating in creating beauty.
DC: What was your process like on

“

My artistic journey
has mirrored
my faith life in many
ways. It’s an ongoing
cycle of reconversion/
recommitment/renewal.”
CAMERON SMITH

the St. John Paul II sketch? How
did seeing him inform the drawing?
CS: The drawing, “Portrait of a
Saint” was finished in early 2001.
The success of the drawing gave us
the idea to take prints of it to WYD
Toronto. Just a month or so before
WYD, we got the opportunity to go
to Rome and see the Holy Father.
It was a Wednesday audience and
being in the same room with him, as
large as it was, was moving beyond
our expectations. His love was so
palpable.
It was this that inspired the drawing, felt through many of his writings, including his letter to artists.
His intensity and passion, his call

to discipleship and holiness were so
personal. I wanted to capture that,
and this image had a piercing quality.
I’d spend 10 hours of the day working on a section the size of a quarter. My wife would come home from a
12-hour nursing shift and ask, “What
did you do?” I’d point, “Right here.” In
retrospect it seems almost ridiculous,
but that’s how you learn.
I still really like the piece. It’s how
I remember JPII the Great — aged
but vigorous. He is a real father figure
in many ways. St. John Paul the Great,
pray for us!
DC: What are you working on now

and why?

CS: Making Catholic art available is

what makes Smith Catholic Art an
apostolate. Providing images for the
Church and missionary organizations
at no cost is important. The call of the
Catholic artist is, in part, to renew
the face of the Church. This may
not be feasible with original work,
but as most images are now seen in
digital and print form, there is great
potential. I’m currently working on
a painting of Our Lady of Guadalupe
with an organization which other
Catholic artists should know about,
The JPII Foundation for the Sacred
Arts, sacredartnc.org. It’s purpose
is to partner with artists, providing
basic funding for the artist’s own
projects to be realized. It’s such a vital
role, as artists can only effectively
market their work once it exists.
The foundation is based on a crowdfunding concept, so it’s critical for
others to be involved. Directed by
Fr. Michael Burbeck, it’s an inspired
vision for rebuilding a culture of
sacred art.
Edited for length and clarity. Images
on smithcatholicart.com.

Arrupe Jesuit + YOU = College Bound!
If you have a 7th or 8th grade student who
is interested in attending Arrupe Jesuit,
please join us at the following events!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 29th ~ 10am-2pm
HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT TEST
Saturday, December 2nd ~ 8:45-11:30am ($10 Test Fee)
APPLICATION DEADLINE
Friday, December 8th ~ 5:00pm
Arrupe Jesuit High School
4343 Utica Street Denver, CO 80212 ~ 303-455-4661

High School Open House

Saturday, October 21
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

rsvp to stmarys.academy/admissions
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New parish boundaries

Southern Boundary- West on

Interstate 76 from Sheridan Boulevard to
Kipling Street.
Western Boundary- North on Kipling

Street from Interstate 76, then continue
on Kipling Parkway to Ralston Road,
then northwest to Miller Street, then
continue north to West 66th Avenue,
then east to Oberon Road, then
northwest to Kipling Street, then north

Prot. N. 2017-0393 AB-A

›

HOLY TRINITY, WESTMINSTER
Northern Boundary- East on West

Eastern Boundary- South on Indiana

County Line to approximate location of

›

›

Street from the southern Boulder

Indiana Street to CSH (Colorado State
Highway 121).

›

Eastern Boundary- South on CSH

121 from the southern Boulder County

West 100th Avenue, then east to Simms

Line to West 108th Avenue, then east to

Street, then south to West 80th Avenue,

Sheridan Boulevard, then south to West

then east to Kipling Street, then south

72nd Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on West

to Oberon Road, then southeast to
West 66th Avenue, then west to Miller

72nd Avenue from Sheridan Boulevard

Street, then south to Ralston Road, then

to Kipling Street.

southeast to Kipling Parkway, then south
continuing on Kipling Street to Interstate
70.
Southern Boundary- West on

Western Boundary- North on Kipling

Street from West 72nd Avenue to West
80th Avenue, then west to Simms Street,

Interstate 70 from Kipling Street to
CSH 58, then continue west to McIntyre
Street.

then north to West 100th Avenue, then
west to Indiana Street, then north to the
southern Boulder County Line.

Western Boundary- North on

McIntyre Street from CSH 58 to West

Prot. N. 2017-0397 AB-A

64th Avenue, then west to West 66th

SAINT MARK, WESTMINSTER

Avenue, then continue west to CSH

Northern Boundary- East on West

93, then north to the southern Boulder

104th Avenue from Sheridan Boulevard

County Line.

to Heron Street.

Prot. N. 2017-0395 AB-A
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, WHEAT
RIDGE
Northern Boundary- East on

Interstate 76 from Kipling Street to

›

Eastern Boundary- South on Heron

Street from West 104 Avenue to
Thornton Parkway then west to North
Pecos Street, then south to West 88th
Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on West

Sheridan Boulevard.

›

to West 72nd Avenue.

›

southern Boulder County Line from

›

Interstate 76.

Street.

›

Eastern Boundary- South on Sheridan

Boulevard from West 72nd Avenue to

›

›

88th Avenue from North Pecos Street to

Eastern Boundary- South on Kipling

Street from Interstate 76 to West 26th
Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on West

Sheridan Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on

88th Avenue from U.S. Highway 36 to

Sheridan Boulevard from West 88th

North Pecos Street.

26th Avenue from Sheridan Boulevard to

Avenue to West 104th Avenue.

›

Eastern Boundary- South on North

Kipling Street.

Pecos Street from West 88th Avenue to

›

›

›
›

(Colorado State Highway) 93 to Indiana

Northern Boundary- East on the

›

›

›

Sheridan Boulevard.

southern Boulder County Line from CSH

›

72nd Avenue from Kipling Street to

›

›

Interstate 76.

Street from West 26th Avenue to

Southern Boundary- West on

›

Prot. N. 2017-0391 AB-A
HOLY FAMILY, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on West
52nd Avenue from Sheridan Boulevard
to Meade Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Meade
Street from West 52nd Avenue to West
35th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on West
35th Street from Meade Street to
Sheridan Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on
Sheridan Boulevard from West 35th
Avenue to West 52nd Street.

Northern Boundary- East on West

SPIRIT OF CHRIST, ARVADA

Northern Boundary- East on the

›

SHRINE OF SAINT ANNE, ARVADA
Prot. N. 2017-0390 AB-A
GUARDIAN ANGELS, DENVER
Northern Boundary- East on
Interstate 76 from Sheridan Boulevard to
Interstate 25.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Interstate
25 from Interstate 76 to Interstate 70.
Southern Boundary- West on
Interstate 70 from Interstate 25 to Tejon
Street, then south to West 46th Avenue,
then west to Zuni Street, then north to
West 52nd Avenue, then west to Federal
Boulevard, then north to West 53rd
Avenue, then west to Lowell Boulevard,
then south to West 52nd Avenue, then
west to Sheridan Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on
Sheridan Boulevard from West 52nd
Avenue to Interstate 76.

JOAN OF ARC, ARVADA

›

Prot. N. 2017-0392 AB-A

Prot. N. 2017-0396 AB-A

›

NORTHWEST DEANERY

Prot. N. 2017-0394 AB-A

›

W

hereas a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful
stably constituted in a particular church” and is “to be territorial,
that is, one which includes all the Christian faithful of a certain
territory” (cc. 515§1 and 518);
Whereas reevaluating and even redefining parish boundaries, from time
to time, is prudent in light of shifting demographics, civil boundaries, and the
need to minister more effectively to the Faithful;
Whereas canon 515 §2 states, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect,
suppress, or alter parishes”;
Whereas the Pastors of the affected parishes and the Pastors of neighboring
and/or affected parishes have been consulted, in accord with canon 50, and
consented;
Whereas the Presbyteral Council was consulted in accord with canon 515 §2;
I, the Archbishop of Denver, hereby modify the following parish boundaries
so that, once this decree takes effect upon legitimate notification, the new
boundaries shall be as follows, everything to the contrary notwithstanding.

Western Boundary- North on Kipling

›

Interstate 76.

Interstate 76 from North Pecos Street to
Sheridan Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on

›

Sheridan Boulevard from Interstate 76 to
U.S. Highway 36.

Fatima Centennial October Events
Friday, October 13
Mass in celebration of the 100th
anniversary of Our Lady’s final
apparition  6:00 pm
Rosary to follow Mass

Friday, October 27
Organ Concert  7:00 pm
Richard Robinson, organist
Cyrissa Anderson, soprano
Free

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Lakewood, Colorado

fatimacentennial.com
Sunday, October 29
Procession of St. Joan of Arc Our Lady of Fatima statue  9:45 am
Rosary in the Church  10:30 am
Mass and closing of the pilgrimage year, presided by Archbishop Aquila  11:00 am
Portuguese lunch in the school cafeteria/gym  12:30 pm

›
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Get Involved
OCTOBER

OCTOBER

3rd Annual Nun Run

Gospel of Life Conference
21 8:30 a.m., St. Thomas More
Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial, $50. Join the producers
of the documentary A Wolf in
Sheep’s Clothing and local religious
and clergy to examine the hijacking
of our Church’s social gospel and
learn how to truly reflect Jesus
Christ in the public square. Space is
limited; visit gospeloflifeco.org to
register.

OCTOBER

Fatima PIlgrimage Year
Closing Mass

22 6:30 a.m., deKoevend Park, 6301 S. University Blvd., Centennial, $30-$50.
The Nun Run is a Charity Race for the Sisters of Life in Denver. Race includes a
1/2-marathon and a 5K on the High Line Canal and a one-mile family fun walk. All
proceeds go to support the four sisters serving CU, CSU & UNC. Register at
bit.ly/2kAT2oH. photo by daniel petty

OCTOBER
WHAT TO WATCH ON NETFLIX: OCTOBER
21 	Center for Natural Law
Here are a few
films and shows to
watch coming to
Netflix in October:
Dead Poet’s Society,
PG – An English
teacher inspires his
students with his
unorthodox methods
to break out of their
shells and pursue
their dreams.
The Secret Garden,
G (Family-friendly)
– An orphaned girl
is sent to live on her
uncle’s estate and
discovers new friends
and a secret garden.
Stranger Things,
Season 2 – If you
missed the first
season, now’s the
time to catch up on

this original Netflix
TV series. The show
is a sci-fi nod to
80’s films, Stephen
Spielberg and a little
bit of Stephen King.
Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory,
PG (Family-friendly)
– Remake of the
beloved tale starring
Johnny Depp and
Freddie Highmore
and directed by
Tim Burton.
Meet the Robinsons,
G (Family-friendly)
– A brilliant inventor
meets a stranger
named Wilbur
Robinson, and
together in a time
machine, they track
down their nemesis.

Fall Event

6:30 p.m., Knights of
Columbus Hall, 1555
Grant St., Denver, $25.
Join the Center for
Natural Law for an
evening of great food
and novel insights on
atheism in the modern
world. Features keynote
speaker and author Dr.
Sebastian Mahfood from
Holy Apostles College
and Seminary. Contact
Greg LaPoint at 303759-3599 or greg@
centerfornaturallaw.
org for more details.
21

Rosary Crusade

11 a.m., Civic Center Park,
Greek Amphitheater,
Denver, free. Pray the
rosary in reparation
and thanksgiving to the
Immaculate Heart on
the 100th anniversary of
the Fatima apparitions.

29 9:45 a.m. - 2 p.m., Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood. Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila will close the Fatima
Pilgrimage Year and Holy Doors.
9:45 a.m. St. Joan of Arc
processional statue; 10:30 a.m.
Rosary; 11:00 a.m. Mass; 12:30 p.m.
Portuguese lunch. RSVP for lunch to
mherzogenrath@fatimalakewood.
com. photo by andrew wright

Fr. Joseph Hearty will
lead the rosary and
crusade prayers.
Free parking is available
at the Knights of
Columbus Hall parking
lot at 1555 Grant Street
& E. 16th Avenue.
Call 720-979-4525
for more details.
27 	Carmelite Sisters ‘Come

and See’ Retreat

10/27 - 10/29, 4040
Pierce St., Wheat Ridge,
donations. Young adult
women are invited to
come spend a weekend
at the Carmeite convent
to discern if God may
be calling them to a
religious vocation. Visit
carmelitesistersocd.
com/come-and-see
for more details.

MARRIAGE RETREATS
Does your marriage
need a pick-me-up?
Go to one of
these “Love Your
Marriage” retreats:

If your marriage is
really struggling,
these marriage
enrichment retreats
are designed to help:

Oct. 21

Marriage Encounter
Oct. 20 – 22

Risen Christ Parish
St. Raphael
Counseling

Jan. 21, 2018
St. Frances
Cabrini Parish
Sacred Heart
Counseling

Feb. 10, 2018
Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish
Sacred Heart
Counseling

March 3, 2018
FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org

Our Lady of
Loreto Parish
Marriage Missionaries

$75 per couple
Fairfield Inn and
Suites — Aurora
agme.org

Retrouvaille
Nov. 3 – 5
$250 per couple
retrouvaille.org

For more
information
and full
schedule, visit
archden.org/
loveyourmarriage.
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John Erger, owner of John Erger Church
Goods, passed away Sept. 10. file photo by james baca

Benevolent shop-owner
John Erger dies at 85
BY ROXANNE KING

H

e was a kind,
generous, holy
soul beloved
by those who knew him
as family, or friend, or
as owner of John Erger
Church Goods in northwest Denver, where for
six decades he sold all
things Catholic.
John Erger died Sept.
10. He was 85.
“He just gave to
everyone,” niece Julie
Halliwell told the
Denver Catholic about
Erger’s generosity to
children and adult visitors to his store, and his
gifts to parishes, church
groups and charitable
causes.
“He was an angel
to everyone,” she said.
“He had thousands of
little gift cards from
King Soopers and [other
places] that he would
give to the homeless. The
poor would come in [to
the store] all the time.”
Erger was also generous in other ways,
nephew Rob Leberer

said, noting he donated
hundreds of gallons of
blood and plasma, and
for years took Communion weekly to the
homebound and sick.
In 1957, Erger
opened his own shop
on West 29th Avenue
and Tennyson Street
in northwest Denver.
In the mid-1980s, he
moved the successful
business to nearby 26th
Avenue and Sheridan
Boulevard.
Last year, frail and
bent from a degenerative back disease and
suffering from poor
circulation, Erger sold
the business to longtime friends and it was
moved to 26th Avenue
and Kipling Street in
Lakewood.
“Sixty years later,
John Erger Church
Goods endures,” Leberer noted in his eulogy.
Following his Sept. 16
funeral Mass, Leberer
offered a toast nominating Erger for canonization as “the patron saint
of northwest Denver.”

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
to be announced

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
6:30 a.m. English,
to be announced
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
to be announced

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish,
to be announced

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
6:30 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
to be announced
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Perspectives

The Catechism of the Catholic Church at 25

J

ohn Paul II called the Extraordinary Synod of 1985 to assess
what had gone right and what
had gone wrong in two decades of
implementing the Second Vatican
Council. In
Vaticanese,
GEORGE it was styled
WEIGEL “extraordinary”
The Catholic Diﬀerence
because it
George Weigel is a
fell outside
distinguished senior
the normal
fellow of the Ethics and
sequence of
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
synods. But
Synod-1985
was extraordinary in the ordinary
sense of the word, too.
It occasioned an almighty row over
a book-length interview, The Ratzinger
Report, that pretty well set the terms
of debate in the Synod hall. It was the
Synod that came up with an interpretive key that linked the sixteen documents of Vatican II, through the image
of the Church as a communio, a communion of disciples in mission; thus
Synod-1985 accelerated the Church’s
transition to the Church of the New
Evangelization. And it gave us the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
At a press conference shortly after

the Synod, Bishop James Malone of
Youngstown, the president of the U.S.
bishops conference, was asked about
the new catechism the Synod fathers
recommended. Don’t worry, Bishop
Malone, replied, you’ll never live
to see it. The bishop was, of course,
wrong about that, and John Paul II
promulgated the Catechism of the
Catholic Church on October 11, 1992.
For those expecting a Q&A format
like the old Baltimore Catechism, the
Catechism of the Catholic Church was
a surprise. While divided into 2,865
bite-size sections, the Catechism is a
discursive exposition of Catholic faith
in full. Its structure, which mirrors
the Catechism of the Council of Trent,
reaches back to the early Church and
the patristic catechumenate. Thus the
Catechism’s four parts reflect the four
pillars of Christian initiation: the “Profession of Faith” (the Creed); the “Celebration of the Christian Mystery” (the
Sacraments); “Life in Christ” (Christian
Morality); and “Christian Prayer.”
Each of these four parts is then
subdivided. Part One begins with
a reflection on revelation and our
response to it before examining the
twelve articles of the Apostles Creed,
the baptismal creed of the ancient

Roman Church. Part Two is structured around the seven sacraments.
Part Three vastly enriches the Tridentine pattern by beginning with
the Beatitudes and our vocation to
beatitude or happiness, which sets
the framework for the exposition of
the Ten Commandments. Part Four
begins with a meditation on Jesus and
the Samaritan woman, explaining the
Lord’s “thirst” for souls as the beginning of prayer, before illustrating
Christian prayer through the seven
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.
Thus Parts One and Two of the
Catechism illuminate God’s action
in seeking us out — the Catechism’s
very first section speaks of the divine
invitation to communion, while the
sacraments are described at the beginning of Part Two as the extension of
Christ’s earthly life in us: As Pope Leo
the Great put it, “what was visible in
our Savior has passed over into his
mysteries.” Parts Three and Four then
outline our response to God’s action
through the moral life and prayer.
Part Three is a rebuff to those rigorists
and laxists who continue to misconstrue Christian morality as a form of
legalism: The moral law is important,
the Catechism insists, because these

are the guideposts provided by revelation and reason for the pilgrimage
to beatitude and happiness, the goals
of the moral life. Part Four speaks
forcefully of “the battle of prayer,” the
fight “against ourselves and against
the wiles of the tempter who does all
he can to turn man away from prayer,
away from union with God.”
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church has made a considerable
difference over the past 25 years,
because it was one crucial answer to
the question posed to me in 1996 by
a great first-generation Christian,
Cardinal Francis Arinze of Nigeria.
Speaking of one problem Synod-1985
was called to address, the cardinal
asked, “How can [anyone] join a group
of permanently confused people who
don’t know where they’re going?” And
while there’s still considerable work
to be done to deepen the reform and
renewal of catechetics, the mere fact
of the Catechism helped end the silly
season in religious education while
establishing a compelling, and in many
cases quite beautifully written, benchmark and pattern for the future.
If you’ve not read it, this silver jubilee is a good occasion to do so. Then
share the Catechism with a friend.

In the wake of Vegas shooting, prayers still matter

S

o I hear that Jimmy Kimmel
doesn’t want our prayers.
Well, not exactly. But he did,
in a very emotional monologue, decry
politicians who offered their “insufficient”
MARY
prayers,
BETH
saying they
BONACCI
should
instead pray
Guest Column
for forgiveBonacci is a syndicated
ness regardcolumnist based in
ing their
Denver and the author of
inaction on
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
gun control.
On one
level, I understand his frustration.
Las Vegas is his home town. I know
from my Columbine experience that
when attacks hit close to home, the
horror becomes more real. It feels
personal. And Kimmel, like the rest
of us, wants to do something, to keep
this from ever happening again.
My purpose here isn’t to wade into
the gun debate. Rather, I want
look at the prayer side of Kimmel’s

monologue. Because I suspect many
of us are feeling the same way. “Our
prayers don’t seem to be helping.”
But are they? Is prayer just
another failed tactic? If we are asking,
“Have our prayers stopped the violence?” then obviously they haven’t.
It continues.
But making that the only gauge of
“successful” prayer misses the point
of who God is.
Of course, I could no more explain
God and the mystery of suffering than I
could manufacture a mountain range.
But I do know what God has revealed
about himself to us in Scripture.
I know that he hates evil. He hates
the destruction of innocent life. And
the man (or woman) who destroys
innocent life will face his judgment.
But he gives us free will, which we
can use for good or for evil. And ever
since Adam and Eve used it to defy
him, evil has been let loose into the
world. And the God who loves us and
intervenes in human history does not
always intervene to prevent it. He in

fact didn’t prevent the physical evil
perpetrated against his own Son.
Why? We can’t fully know. His ways
are above our ways. He sees this world
through the lens of eternity. We are all
destined to die, whether in our beds
at a ripe old age, or at a Jason Aldean
concert in our prime. It is evil for one
man to take the place of God in deciding when another man should die. But
the greatest evil is not the loss of our
earthly life. It is the loss of the eternal
life that God desires to share with us.
His interventions into human affairs
are, I suspect, most often geared
toward guiding us toward our eternal
destiny than toward keeping us safe
and comfortable in the here and now.
Most important, I know that “all
things work for good for those who
love Him, and walk according to His
ways.” All things. Even the choices
of evil men. If he could use Roman
executioners to bring about our salvation, he can bring good from any evil.
Have our prayers been answered?
Yes, even if we can’t know the extent.

Has he thwarted other attacks? Has
his hand of protection minimized
the casualties? And, more important,
have our prayers impacted the eternal
fate of those whose lives were lost?
I know we see his love in action in
the heroism of first responders and
others on the scene. We see it in the
outpouring of love and support from
a grieving world. And we know that
he is with us as we grieve, and as we
search for solutions.
God isn’t a god who protects us from
every evil that could befall us in this life.
He is the God of all consolation — the
God who knows suffering because he
suffered, who walks with us in our suffering, and works it all for the greatest
good, our eternal salvation.
So in this situation, like all others,
we need to act. We need to work
toward eﬀective ways of protecting
innocent human life. But as we do
that, we also need to pray. Earnestly
and consistently.
All of us. Even politicians.
Even Jimmy Kimmel.
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500 years later, who was Luther?

H

ero, villain, heretic, saint, reformer, corrupter, man of integrity, bombastic glutton. Which image of Luther
should we believe? Because Luther primarily sought not to reform abuses in the Church but to reform the
Church’s beliefs, Catholics cannot recognize him as a true reformer or a holy man. Nonetheless, it is widely
agreed that Luther played a major role in shaping the modern world. With the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the
Protestant movement he initiated approaching on October 31st, we have been given a number of new books to assess his
legacy.
PAUL HACKER

FAITH IN LUTHER: MARTIN
LUTHER AND THE ORIGIN OF
ANTHROPOCENTRIC RELIGION,
PREFACE BY POPE BENEDICT
XVI (EMMAUS, 2017).

Hacker’s
book provides
an in-depth,
theological
analysis of
the issue that
stands at the
heart of the
Reformation:
Luther’s teaching on salvation by faith alone. Pope Benedict’s
preface tells us that the Reformation
dispute fundamentally concerned
Luther’s “turning away from the
center of the Gospel” (xxii). Emmaus
released a new edition of Hacker’s
book for the anniversary this year.
It was published originally in 1970
(in English translation), the fruit
of Hacker’s own intense study of
Luther’s teaching on faith that led
him into the Catholic Church from
German Lutheranism.
Catholics agree with Protestants
that salvation comes only through
faith. The key issue of dispute, which
Hacker reveals, is Luther’s subjective
emphasis of absolute, personal certainty, which cannot be undermined
even by serious sin. Hacker describes
Luther’s faith as reflexive, that is
turned back on oneself, by emphasizing subjective experience and personal surety more than anything else.
He describes how Luther differs from
the Catholic position: “Faith is the
way to, or the perquisite of, salvation,
but Luther makes it coincide with salvation itself. This becomes possible
because he has first identified salvation with the consciousness of being
saved or the certitude of salvation,
and then he equates this consciousness with faith” (71). Hacker shows
us how this view of faith negated the
Church’s authority, the sacraments,
and even the need to love God.

BRAD GREGORY

REBEL IN THE RANKS: MARTIN
LUTHER, THE REFORMATION,
AND THE CONFLICTS THAT
CONTINUE TO SHAPE OUR
WORLD (HARPERONE, 2017).

For those
looking for a
more general
and accessible
book, Brad
Gregory gives
us a broader
narrative of
how Luther’s
troubled
conscience
exploded into the crisis that tore
Christendom in two. The first section looks at Luther’s own story,
tracing step by step his conflict with
Church authority. The second section explains how Luther’s teaching
spawned a multitude of new sects
and divisions, all interpreting the
Bible in their own fashion. Greggory
explains: “What the early Reformation shows so clearly is that scripture
and the Spirt can be interpreted and
applied in radically divergent ways.
Once the papacy and the Catholic
Church are thrown off, there are no
shared authorities to adjudicate disagreements” (137). The final section
looks at how the Reformation set the
tone for the development of a secular culture. Though not intending
these consequences, Gregory argues
that the Protestant Reformers “led
indirectly to a profound diminishing
of Christianity’s public influence
in Western societies. The religious
disagreements and conflicts that followed the Reformation set the stage
for religion’s eventual separation
from the rest of life” (2).

DR. R. JARED
STAUDT
The Catholic Reader
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is a husband and father
of six, the catechetical formation specialist
for the Archdiocese of Denver, a Benedictine
oblate, prolific writer, and insatiable reader.

ERIC METAXAS

JEROME K. WILLIAMS

Metaxas, who wrote a monumental
biography of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, provides
us with a different perspective
on Luther. His
book seems
poised to capture the largest
audience for
the anniversary
this year. While
I can’t agree with his view of Luther
as a hero of faith, I can appreciate his
presentation of a more sympathetic
and thorough look at a man who has
inspired many Protestant Christians.
It is helpful to recognize why Luther is
such an important figure for so many
people. This book definitely provides
many more details on the life of Luther
(with over 450 pages). However, I
would exercise caution, because it
unfortunately also contains many gross
misrepresentations of the state of the
Church at the time of the Reformation.
For instance, even though Metaxas
shows us many ways that Luther
encountered the Bible in his early
life, he still claims that the Bible and
Church had no connection in the
early 1500s and that “the study of the
Bible per se was simply unheard of”
(52). Luther himself was a theology
professor and throughout the Middle
Ages. the Bible was the primary text
for teaching theology. Brad Gregory
makes clear in his book on Luther that
there were even “twenty-two editions
of the complete vernacular Bible . . .
published in German . . . by 1518” (29).
Metaxas presents a false picture of
Catholics as ignorant, afraid to pray
to Christ, and thinking they must
earn their salvation through works.
Good historical research could easily
dispel these myths, such as the books
of Eamon Duffy, but we see Protestants continue to project Luther’s own
scruples (hating God and spending
six hours in Confession, 47) onto the
Church of his time.

What could have Luther been if
he had chosen
faithful reform?
The answer is a
saint. There is
no doubt that
the Church was
in need of serious reform in
the 1500s. We
have a number
of great saints
who show us
that fidelity to God does not contradict fidelity to His Church. They stood
against corruption and initiated deep
and abiding reform. The Augustine
Institute has released both a book and
video series on true reformers, who
boldly spoke out against abuses and
led to a deeper realization of the truth
found in the Bible, read in harmony
with the Church. These figures —
Teresa of Avila, Thomas More, Ignatius of Loyola, and Charles Borromeo,
for instance — continue to inspire us
to take up the task of genuine reform
today.

MARTIN LUTHER: THE MAN WHO
REDISCOVERED GOD AND CHANGED
THE WORLD (VIKING, 2017).

TRUE REFORMERS: SAINTS OF
THE CATHOLIC REFORMATION
(AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE, 2017).

“

We have a
number of great
saints who show us
that ﬁdelity to God
does not contradict
ﬁdelity to His Church.”
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551
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