Friends of the
Poor Walk

Lace up your tennies
and help us help the poor.

Saturday, September 30th

Go to PoorWalk.SVDPden.org for details.
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‘I do
means
I do’
Bill and Fran Chism have
weathered illnesses, family
deaths and two terms
served in wars. The one
thing that’s held them
together all these years?
Commitment to ‘I do.’
photo by andreW WriGht

What commitment looks like after 65 years of marriage
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Immigration » 10

Future of DREAMERS in
archdiocese uncertain
after DACA repeal
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Making Catholic education affordable

“E

ducation,” St. John Bosco
often said, “is the great art
of forming human beings.”
And this is what happens every day
across the archdiocese as children
attend our schools are receive intellectual, spiritual and character formation. But the reality is that many
parents perceive a Catholic education
as being financially out of reach, no
matter how much they might desire it
for their children.
Since becoming Archbishop of
Denver in 2012, I have been seeking
ways to reinvigorate our Catholic
school system and to make a Catholic
education more accessible to people
throughout northern Colorado. These
inter-related goals are important to
me for two reasons that might seem
unrelated but are in fact connected.
The first reason I am so invested in
Catholic education is that our Church
and society need the witness of faithful
people. During a 2010 visit to a Catholic school in London, Pope Benedict
XVI explained the mission of our
schools — in partnership with parents
— this way: “A good school provides
a rounded education for the whole
person. And a good Catholic school,
over and above this, should help all its
students to become saints.” Our world
needs more saints.
The second reason I am focused on
ARCHBISHOP’S
SCHEDULE

The Oﬃce of Catholic Schools will be implementing a new budgeting
model over the next three years with the goal of making Denver Catholic
Schools more aﬀordable for families. photo by andreW WriGht

affordability is that many parents have
told me that they want to send their
children to our schools but the rising
costs of living in northern Colorado
and raising a bigger family make it too
difficult.
In response to these concerns, I
have asked our Archdiocesan Finance
Office, the Office of Catholic Schools,
and a group of pastors with schools to
work on ways to improve the affordability of our schools. The result of

Sep. 5

@ArchbishopDen

OCT. 8: Mass for Installation
of Pastor, Holy Cross Parish,
Thornton (11:30 a.m.)
OCT. 11: Mass with
seminarians and faculty,
St. John Vianney Seminary
chapel, St. John Paul II
Center (12:10 p.m.)
OCT. 13: Marian prayer
service and Consecration
of Archdiocese to the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception (7:30 p.m.)

their efforts is a two-step plan of
action.
The first step involved creating a
budgeting model that is being applied
to all our schools over the next three
years, starting in the 2018/19 school
year to ensure that their staffing and
resources are properly aligned with
their student enrollment. This model
will also implement a tiered tuition
scale that adjusts for income, family
size, and other factors, allowing

principals to accommodate the many
situations that come with family life.
The second action that is being
taken is to expand the mission of Seeds
of Hope. For those who are not familiar with this wonderful organization,
it was first founded in 1996 after the
closure of St. Joseph’s School in central
Denver, which upset many in the local
community. In response, a group of
business and community leaders committed themselves to ensuring that
Catholic schools in low-income neighborhoods could survive. “Every child,”
they emphasized, “is a seed of hope.”
The historical focus of Seeds of
Hope of supporting nine inner-city
schools remains untouched, but beginning in the 2018/19 school year, we will
begin the process of including all 37
archdiocesan schools in its mission.
This means that families who are
unable to afford a Catholic education
will be able to do so, regardless of
which school they are attending.
The work of forming the next generation is vital for the success of our
Church and our country. As parents
and family members consider your
educational plans for your children, I
invite you to approach your local Catholic school to discover what new opportunities might be available for you.
May God bless you and fill you with
his gifts of wisdom and understanding!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

#Dreamers many of
you are friends, you
are a tremendous gift!
#Congress must act now
to pass #DreamAct +sja
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MICHAEL O’NEILL

Avery, 4th grader at St. Vincent de Paul school, proudly holds up her
rosary, which she learned how to pray during a Sept. 12 talk given by
Father Jim Kelleher to the students at St. Vincent de Paul. photo by andreW WriGht
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Vatican Notes

Life

Gospel of
2017

Conference

DEFEATING THE WOLVES IN SHEEP’S
CLOTHING WHO ATTACK THE CHURCH
Examine the hijacking of our Church’s social teaching
& learn how to truly reflect Jesus Christ in the public square
Pope Francis during his papal visit to the country of Colombia from September 6-11, 2017. photo by Jose miGUel comeZ | episcopal conference of colombia

Pope Francis: God’s love is shown
in his forgiveness of our sins
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

O

n Sept. 17, Francis spoke about
the limitless love of God, and
how it leads him to forgive us
time and time again; something we must
strive to do for others, no matter how
many times they’ve sinned against us.
“The forgiveness of God is a sign of
his overwhelming love for each of us; it is
the love that leaves us free to move away,
like the prodigal son, but that awaits our
return every day; it is the enterprising
love of the shepherd for the lost sheep;
it is the tenderness that welcomes every
sinner who knocks at his door.”
“Heavenly Father, our father, is full
and full of love and wants to offer it to
us, but he cannot do it if we close our
hearts to love for others,” the Pope said.
Continuing, Francis pointed out how
Jesus teaches us this in the Our Father,
when he directly links the forgiveness

we ask of God with the forgiveness we
give to our brothers and sisters in the
words: “Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.”
In his Angelus address, Pope Francis
reflected on the day’s Gospel reading
from Matthew, where St. Peter asks
Christ: “If my brother sins against me,
how often must I forgive? As many as
seven times?”
To Peter, seven already seems like
the maximum amount, Francis said.
And maybe to us it seems like twice is
already a lot.
But Christ’s response is that we must
forgive seven times seventy times, “that
is to say always. You always have to forgive,” he said.
“Anyone who has experienced the
joy, peace, and inner freedom that
comes from being forgiven can open
themselves to the possibility of forgiving in turn.”

An Encounter with Beauty

A Behind the Scenes Tour of the Cathedral Basilica
Cocktail Reception and Fundraiser to Follow

Thursday, November 9th at 7pm
Registration: Creatio.org/Cathedral
Adventure in Nature • Journey in the Spirit

Saturday
This is iass”
Oct. 21, 2017
“can’t m
8:30 a.m. – Holy Mass
event!
Fr. John Riley, presiding

St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish
8035 S. Quebec St.
Centennial, CO 80112

9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Speakers throughout the day
Coffee and pastries at registration
Lunch at noon

SPEAKERS AND SCHEDULE

Producers of the EWTN documentary “A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”
— Interviewed by Fr. Doug Grandon, Ph.D.
After lunch, a panel discussion featuring:
• Sister Maris Stella, Sisters of Life
• Sister Maria Thuan, Nashville Dominicans
• Fr. Daniel Ciucci, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
• Deacon Marc Nestorick, Principal, Bishop Machebeuf High School

RICHARD J. PAYNE

STEPHEN PAYNE

SISTER MARIS STELLA

Producers of “A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”

Sisters of Life

FR. DANIEL CIUCCI

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church

REGISTRATION AND PRICING
• Early Bird Registration $50
(online closes Oct. 18)
• Student rate $15
(high school / university)
• Walk-ins $55
(no lunch provided)
• Registration capped at 500
Don’t delay!

Join us for

Exposition, Adoration, and Benediction

See trailer at GospelOfLifeCo.org

with confessions

First Fridays, now at 6:00 P.M.

(Starting From October 6th, 2017 to May 2018)

St. Rose of Lima Church · 355 S. Navajo St.

REGISTER NOW AT

GospelOfLifeCo.org
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Here’s what 65 years of marriage looks like
BY THERESE BUSSEN

W

therese.bussen@archden.org
@ThereseBussen

hile divorces are still very
common and the average
age of young people marrying is older every year (for men, it’s
almost 30; for women it’s about 27),
true love still exists.
But it doesn’t look the way the world
imagines it to be: Heart-pounding, butterfly-stomach, head-over-heels, warm,
fuzzy feelings. It’s much deeper.
For Bill and Fran Chism, 89 and 91,
who celebrate 65 years of marriage this
year, it looks more like faithfulness —
especially in the difficulties of life.
Four years ago, Fran broke her hip
and her health quickly declined. Soon,
she was diagnosed with dementia.
“We thought we were going to lose
her a couple times in the hospital,” Bill
said. “She had an upper chest infection…
her memory was slipping away, and
then she got shingles last September,
and that just wiped out her memory.”
Bill put her in a memory care facility
so she could have help being cared for;
but even then, he was still with her most
of the day, getting her up for breakfast
and putting her to bed at night.
Just a month ago, Bill took Fran
home to care for her on his own — even
getting a knee replacement a year ago
at the age of 88 so that he would be able
to take care of his wife.
“[He] thought he wouldn’t be able to
take care of her the way he’d need to with
the pain and the problems with the knee,”
said Dede Chism, Bill’s daughter-in-law.
So, despite the doctor pushing back
due to his age, Bill convinced him to do
the knee replacement. It wasn’t long
before he was taking walks around the
park again and caring for Fran.
Now, though her memory suffers,
Fran is able to do most things on her
own, and Bill cares for her every day in
their quiet home.

EARLY DAYS
Bill and Fran met in Downtown
Denver at a dance, and initially, Fran
wouldn’t marry him because he wasn’t
Catholic. After talking to a priest about
the issue, he decided to become Catholic after his term with the navy was over.
World War II was just ending; he would
later serve in the Korean war as well.
After that, Fran agreed, and they
married in 1952 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. They
drove from Colorado to San Francisco,
Calif., where Bill would ship out only 10
months after marrying Fran.
They were also expecting their first
son.
“I was shipping out and she was due,
that was tough,” Bill said. “I told the
doctor…I hope she can have the baby
before I leave…sometimes if you give
them castor oil, it’ll induce. She didn’t
need it. We just got back and she started
having pains. Took her [to the hospital]
and was told, ‘Oh you better go back
home, she’ll be here all night.’
“I no sooner left than she went into
labor and she had a hard time with our
first son, he was nine pounds, and she’s
kinda small. So I wasn’t there when he
was born, but I got the word after he was
born that it’s all over now; they told me it
wouldn’t happen till morning,” Bill said.
The couple went on to have three
boys, five grandchildren and now have
11 great-grandchildren. It wasn’t until
having a couple kids that Bill was able
to join the Catholic Church, in 1960.
“It took a while to get around to it,
and I took instructions,” Bill said. “She
knew how to pray, I didn’t, I still have a
little difficulty with it.”
The couple practiced their faith
together in the form of praying every
night before bed with one another.

Fatima Centennial October Events
Friday, October 13

Mass in celebration of the 100th
anniversary of Our Lady’s final
apparition  6:00 pm
Rosary to follow Mass

Friday, October 27

Organ Concert  7:00 pm
Richard Robinson, organist
Cyrissa Anderson, soprano
Free

Bill and Fran
Chism are
a beautiful
example of
the vocation
of marriage.
photos by andreW WriGht

i
Couples celebrating 25, 50
or 50+ years of marriage
this year are invited to the
annual Anniversary Mass
at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in Northglenn.
Bishop Jorge Rodriguez
will be the celebrant,
and cake and coffee
reception will follow. For
more information, contact Jennifer Sharn at
303-715-3252 or jennifer.
sharn@archden.org.

‘I DO MEANS I DO’
So what’s kept their marriage strong
through all the “ups and downs” of life:
Wars, sicknesses, deaths in the family?
“Commitment,” Bill said. “When we
got married, we made a commitment.
That’s what’s holding us together. With
me, when I make a commitment, I stick
with it.
“Oh, we’ve had our ups and downs.
Not fights, but misunderstandings or
arguments. But it wouldn’t be life if you
didn’t,” he added.
According to Bill’s son, Ken Chism,
the couple believes they’re just ordinary, simple people, and they are. But
the simple example of true love in a
marriage that’s weathered many joys
and struggles in the family is an example that’s sorely needed today, Ken said.
“He said I don’t know why you want
to hear from me, we’re just simple
people,” Ken said. “The fact of the
matter is, the simplest truth is that
you don’t have to know all of the theology. What you need to know is God
has called you, and with that ‘I do,’ that

God’s grace and his love is enough.”
“[Bill] said, ‘When I said I do, I do,’”
he continued. “The problem is so many
people find ‘I don’ts’ to put in that,
instead of always ‘I do.’ You can’t have
anything that you’re not willing to do,
or your relationship will fail. And that’s
both [spouses]. Both have to have that
attitude. So for me to watch what’s happened the last five years especially…you
don’t know what you’ve got to live with.
And he’s lived out the ‘I do’ like no one
I’ve ever seen. And it’s very, very special
to be able to watch that.”
Dede said that though Bill and Fran
have weathered every decade where
marriage looked so different, God has
remained the foundation, which never
changes.
“A marriage grounded in faith and
Christ is a marriage that will succeed,
regardless of what comes your way,
because God succeeds,” she said. “And I
would say that that one thing is the center
of our marriage. Wars, sicknesses…you
can survive anything because with God,
all things are possible.”

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Lakewood, Colorado
Sunday, October 29

fatimacentennial.com

Procession of St. Joan of Arc Our Lady of Fatima statue  9:45 am
Rosary in the Church  10:30 am
Mass and closing of the pilgrimage year, presided by Archbishop Aquila  11:00 am
Portuguese lunch in the school cafeteria/gym  12:30 pm
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We are proud to host one of the world’s largest faith-based
humanitarian awards, which bestows a $1 million prize to a
leader addressing a pressing problem.

Join us

OCTOBER 11

for the prize award ceremony.

more details at regis.edu/opus

1877-2017

Celebrating
140 YEARS
Colorado’s Jesuit, Catholic University
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‘My
Getting to know
Immaculate Mary, Our Mother
Heart will
L
triumph’
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

Archbishop Samuel Aquila to
consecrate Archdiocese to Immaculate
Heart on Fatima centenary.

Oct. 13
7:30 p.m.

Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception,
and in
participating
parishes

LEARN
MORE

PREPARE

JOIN

archden.org/heartofmary
Text HEARTOFMARY to 84576 for updates

eading up to the Oct. 13 consecration of the Archdiocese
of Denver to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, the archdiocese will
release five videos that seek to help
the faithful grow closer to Mary by
learning more about her virtues, and
imitating those virtues in daily life.
The videos will be accompanied by
suggested readings from Scripture and
Tradition, and a classic Marian prayer
to memorize.
Below are the dates the preparation
material will be released with a brief
description of the theme of that day.
THE SIMPLICITY OF MARY
SEPTEMBER 21
Mary lived a quiet life in Nazareth
with Joseph and Jesus, doing God’s
will in her daily duties as a wife and
mother. She is blessed among all
women, yet in her life she was mostly
quiet and hidden.
Scripture: Luke 1:39-56 (The
Visitation)
Prayer: The Magnificat
Quote: “Mary attributes nothing to her
own merits. She refers all her greatness
to the gift of the one whose essence is
power and whose nature is greatness,
for he fills with greatness and strength
the small and the weak who believe in
him.” -Saint Bede the Venerable
ABANDONMENT TO
THE WILL OF GOD
SEPTEMBER 26
This is a quality best portrayed in
the Annunciation, where Mary completely accepts God’s will for her life
and whatever it meant for her. When
she said, “Yes,” she became the vessel
of the Savior of the world.
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 (The
Annunciation)
Prayer: The Angelus
Quote: “You have heard, O Virgin,
that you will conceive and bear a son;
you have heard that it will not be by
man but by the Holy Spirit. The angel
awaits an answer; it is time for him to
return to God who sent him. We too
are waiting, O Lady, for your word
of compassion; the sentence of condemnation weighs heavily upon us.”
-Saint Bernard of Clairvaux

MARY’S LOVE FOR THE CROSS
SEPTEMBER 28
At the Presentation, Simeon told
her that a sword would pierce her
heart. When Jesus’ side was pierced,
that act pierced her heart as she
watched. Mary accompanied Jesus in
his life, and in his death.
Scripture: Luke 2: 22-38 (The
Presentation)
Prayer: Hail, Holy Queen
Quote: “The Mother of God, the most
pure Virgin, carried the true light in
her arms and brought him to those
who lay in darkness. We too should
carry a light for all to see and reflect the
radiance of the true light as we hasten
to meet him.” -Saint Sophronius
MARY’S LOVE FOR SOULS
OCTOBER 3
Mary loved souls, and for that reason,
she is called “Queen of the Apostles.”
Jesus gave her to us as Our Mother.
Mary consented to Jesus’ death on the
Cross because she loved us so much and
knew his plan of salvation for us.
Scripture: John 19: 26-27
Prayer: Memorare
Quote: “With her for guide, you shall
never go astray; while invoking her, you
shall never lose heart; so long as she is
in your mind, you shall not be deceived;
while she holds your hand, you cannot
fall; under her protection, you have
nothing to fear; if she walks before you,
you shall not grow weary; if she shows
you favor, you shall reach the goal.”
-Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
THE HEART OF MARY
OCTOBER 5
The Immaculate Heart of Mary is
overflowing with life and grace, and it
is tender, inviting and beautiful. We
should always go to Jesus through Mary,
because this is the way Jesus ordained it.
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 (Nativity of
Jesus)
Prayer: Rosary
Quote: “God is the Father by whom
all things were given life, and Mary the
mother through whom all things were
given new life. For God begot the Son,
through whom all things were made,
and Mary gave birth to him as the Savior
of the world. Without God’s Son, nothing
could exist; without Mary’s Son, nothing
could be redeemed.” -Saint Anselm
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.
Hearing & Tinnitus Center

Q&A WITH FATHER DANIEL LEONARD

St. John Vianney’s new
seminary rector shares his
hopes for this year and beyond
BY THERESE BUSSEN

A

s the school year starts off, so
does St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, and this
year, Father Daniel Leonard, former
pastor of Christ the King Parish who
has taught at the seminary for 17 years,
begins his first year as rector.
Born in Cork, Ireland, Father Leonard was ordained in 1994 and holds a
doctorate in philosophy from the
Pontifical Gregorian University and a
licentiate in Dogmatic Theology from
the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum in Rome.
DENVER CATHOLIC: You’ve been

serving in the Archdiocese of
Denver since 2000. What has
been your experience here in the
Archdiocese?
FATHER DANIEL LEONARD: I
arrived in Denver in February, 2000.
Before that, I had spent 14 years in
Rome studying and teaching. I was
ordained a priest in 1994. During my
first six years of priesthood, I was
dedicated to the academic life. It was
a good life, but I had a desire for a
pastoral experience in a parish. The
opportunity arose for me to come to
Denver. The idea was to help teach
philosophy at St. John Vianney Seminary and to be assigned to a parish.
My first assignment was as parochial
vicar at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Boulder and subsequently to Christ
the King Parish, where I served as
pastor for the last 12 years. It has been
a very rewarding experience for me.

“

I like to say that
the seminary
is the most important
parish in a diocese.”
FATHER LEONARD

Most Humanitarian Practice
2015 National Award Sivantos Hearing Care

DC: You’ve been a professor at the

seminary for 17 years; what are
some of the most important things
you’ve learned while teaching?
FL: I actually have been teaching in a
seminary setting for the past 27 years!
I taught for 10 years in Rome at the
Pontiﬁcal Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum and then for the past 17 at St. John
Vianney Seminary. Even though I have
taught many different courses in philosophy and theology, the focus of my
academic work has been philosophy
of religion. I’ve enjoyed engaging with
students in trying to answer simple yet
complicated questions such as, “What
is religion? And why are humans religious?” from an interdisciplinary perspective. Teaching at the seminary is
satisfying since we have eager students
who are more than willing to learn.

• 85% of our patients come from
physician and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company
• 2013 Best of Service Award –
Centennial/Englewood
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology
Diocese Parishioner

• 2015 Better Business Bureau Torch
Award for Ethics and Integrity

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

DC: What excites you about this

new role as rector?

FL: Instead of having a parish or a

territory to pastor, a rector is given an
ecclesiastic institution, in this case,
the seminary. It comes with the tremendous task of looking after the gift
of the priestly vocation which God
has placed in the hearts of some men.
It is a mission of accompaniment, to
help form them in the human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral dimensions. I like to say that the seminary
is the most important parish in a diocese. It is a kind of parish of parishes
as we prepare future pastors.
DC: Is there anything that you

especially hope to accomplish?

FL: I told the seminarians that, as a

seminary, we are given the mission
and vision by the Church: Form good
pastors. To use a culinary analogy, we
all have the same recipe. However,
just like individual chefs have a secret
sauce or secret method of preparation, each seminary is a little different, each one has its own distinctive
flavor. I would like to put emphasis
on two of the fruits of the Spirit: Love
and joy. Love in the sense that every
seminarian should know and be
aware that he is supported by a loving
community that wants them to succeed in every way. Joy that flows from
following the Lord, and of course, the
joy of learning.

IT’S HERE!

The Fidelis Mobile App
• Check your account balance(s)
• View transaction history
• Transfer funds
• Pay bills or pay your friends
• much, much more!

Download It
Today!
Call: 303.424.5037 Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today!
Uniting Your Faith
and Finances

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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You’re invited!!

Center for Natural Law’s
Fall Dinner Seminar on Atheism
Saturday, October 21, 6:30pm

Join us for cocktails, great food and novel insights on
Atheism in the modern world.
Author and Professor Dr. Sebastian Mahfood,
OP of Holy Apostles College will offer new perspectives
and useful information like never heard before!!

Knights of Columbus Hall – 1555 Grant St., Denver

.00
Must RSVP at www.centerfornaturallaw.org ‘seminars page’,
$25
s
i
Or call (303) 759-3599,
on n
issi erso
Or email greg@centerfornaturallaw.org
dm er p
A

p

Risen Christ Parish Presents:

The Shroud of Turin
September 27 & 28th
SEE the full-size replica, HEAR the history,
the science, and experience
the passion of Jesus in a new way!

Even at 89, Betty Willis
just keeps on running
BY ROXANNE KING

Presented by:
Turin Shroud Center of Colorado
For Information visit:
www.risenchristchurch.org

Risen Christ Catholic Parish
Presents:

Hist ory Of
The Catholic Church
October 2017

RUN,
BETTY,
RUN!

February 2018
Morning & Evening Sessions Offered)
thru

Presented by Msgr. J Anthony McDaid, JCD

Come Join Us for an 8-Session Series on the 2,000 Year
History Of the Roman Catholic Church
For information visit www.risenchristchurch.org

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

wenty years ago, the Denver
Catholic Register (now the
Denver Catholic) featured a local
70-year-old who had recently run her
23rd marathon.
Betty Willis went on to finish four
more marathons as well as numerous
half-marathons, 10K and 5K runs. Set to
turn 90 on Oct. 23, she plans to run a 5K
on Oct. 7 to benefit her parish’s school,
Sts. Peter and Paul in Wheat Ridge.
“I ran in it last year,” Willis said about
Sts. Peter and Paul’s Cool Duo race.
Laughing she added, “I was 89 and I got
first place — there wasn’t anyone else in
my age group!”
That’s how it’s been since she started
running in 1979 at age 52 when she
competed in a 10K.

“I had never done a race before in my
life,” Willis said. “I walked and ran and
walked and ran. I came in second place
in my age group — 50 and over,” she said.
“There were only two of us.”
Two years later — after training —
she participated in her first 26-mile
marathon, placing first in her age group.
She went on to compete in a total 27
marathons.
“I did 27 to honor my birth year, 1927,”
Willis explained.
Born and reared in Springfield, Ill.,
Willis came to Denver in 1949 with just
a small cardboard suitcase. She was 21
and on her way to San Francisco but
needed to earn some money. She ended
up finding a 39-year career with Security
Life insurance.
After retiring, she directed the
homebound ministry at Sts. Peter
and Paul, where she’s been a 65-year
parishioner.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!

9

DENVER CATHOLIC | SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 13, 2017

2017 DENVER CATHOLIC
At almost
90 years of
age, Betty
Willis is
still an avid
runner. Her
next race
will be the
Oct. 7 Cool
Duo 5K at
Sts. Peter
and Paul.

Christmas GIFT GUIDE

PUBLISHING: SATURDAY, NOV. 12
RESERVATIONS: MONDAY, NOV. 1 AT 10AM • MATERIAL DUE: MONDAY, NOV. 6 AT NOON

All ad prices include 4-color:

�/�6th Pg: $�60
�/4th Pg: $ 575

�/8th Pg: $320 �/6th Pg: $480
�/3rd Pg: $960 �/2 Pg: $�,�00
Full Page: $2,000
To reserve your ad, call your advertising rep today or
contact Mike O’Neill at (303) 7�5-3253 or
email: michael.oneill@archden.org
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Annual Children’s Mass

Please join us in remembering the children that have gone too soon.

i
STS. PETER
& PAUL
COOL DUO
5K
Benefits
Sts. Peter
and Paul
School
in Wheat
Ridge
Date: 8:30
a.m. Oct. 1
Info: www.
coolduo5k.
com

“Jesus has been my best friend for my
whole life,” she said of her faith. “I’ve got
through with help from the Lord, the
Good Shepherd, who sent me good
shepherds.”
A daily communicant for “many, many,
many years,” Willis said simply of her
dedicated Mass attendance: “You have to
be close to the Lord. You have a reason to
get up and get going, not just sit around.”
The same goes for her running habit.
“It’s good for your health—mentally,
physically, emotionally and spiritually,”
she said. “It keeps you agile and I enjoy
the challenge.
“I would really like to encourage older
people to get off their duff and not shuffle
their feet … to keep moving! They’ll be
stronger and happier,” she said.
These days, Willis limits herself to
5K races.
“When I get to where I can’t finish a
race, that’s when I’ll call it quits,” she said.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 7, 2017

“

I got ﬁrst
place—
there wasn’t
anyone else in
my age group!”

SPANISH MASS: 9:00AM
Celebrated by Rev. Warli de Araujo Castro
ENGLISH MASS: 11:00AM
Celebrated by Rev. Samuel Morehead

BETTY
WILLIS

Both Masses will be held in the chapel at

Mt. Olivet Catholic Cemetery

12801 West 44th Avenue | Wheat Ridge, CO
There will be a balloon and dove release immediately following each Mass
(Please bring your own balloons and leave them in your vehicle until after Mass)

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Independent Living Assisted Living Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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The faces of DREAMERS in the
BY CARMEN VILLA
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carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

C

olorado alone
boasts 17,000
beneficiaries
of DACA (Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals). Among them
are many young people
who are working for the
Archdiocese of Denver,
Centro San Juan Diego
and parishes across
northern Colorado.
Here are some of
the testimonies of
young people whose
commitment and
contribution have
made a difference in the
Archdiocese of Denver.

WHAT IS DACA?
DACA is the
temporary deferral
of deportation and
authorization to
work for young
people who were
brought to the
United States as
minors. Those
eligible for DACA
had to complete
high school and
be in possession
of a clean
criminal record.

“

You feel as if a stranger has your
future in his hands”

EVELYN PÉREZ, 21, is the receptionist at Saint Joseph parish
in Denver, and she credits DACA with everything she has accomplished in the past few years. A native of Guadalajara, Mexico,
Evelyn arrived to the United States at nine months old. She has
never lived outside of the United States since then. Her father
worked as an electrician and her mother as a housekeeper to
make ends meet.
Before DACA, Evelyn worked as a waitress at a Mexican
restaurant. “It was not a very good job,” she told Denver Catholic
en Español. “I had to work long hours, I felt used because due to
my legal situation I could not get a better job.”
Thanks to DACA, she began working for Kaiser Permanente
as an insurance specialist and is now studying criminology at the
Arapahoe Community College. But her job and her education
could all disappear if action is not taken to enshrine DACA into
law.
“You feel as if a stranger has your future in his hands,” she
said. “I would feel very bad if I could not work here anymore. It is
very difficult. I just hope that God will take care of us all.”

“

I say with peace that I am not
afraid”

JUAN CARLOS REYES, 31, is the Director of Family Services for
Centro San Juan Diego, a ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver.
A native of Michoacán, Mexico, he was 13 when he arrived to the
United States with his parents. “The beneficiaries of DACA are
uncertain about what we are going to do and how life will change
for us. But we remember that we have been in worse situations,”
he told Denver Catholic en Español. “That is why I say with peace
that I am not afraid.”
Today, Juan Carlos is a husband and father of three boys (ages
4, 5 and 6), and committed to not only taking advantage of every
opportunity this country has offered him, but helping other Hispanics to do the same. A student of the Denver Catholic Biblical
School, he has earned a bachelor’s degree in religious science and
is currently studying a master’s in pastoral innovation.
In his position at Centro, he organizes ongoing formation
courses and seminars to serve families, and he promotes higher
education distance learning through a partnership between
Centro San Juan Diego, Anáhuac University of Mexico City and
Popular Autonomous University of the State of Puebla (UPAEP, for
its initials in Spanish). Currently, over 100 students from the Hispanic community have earned or are earning bachelor’s degrees
and preparing themselves to be leaders in their communities.

Archbishop Aquila’s letter to the DREAMERS

T

o the DREAMERS of Colorado,
I have been following
closely the status of the
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program, and it was
a great disappointment to see that
President Donald Trump has chosen
to end the program in six months.
As I said last week in a statement,
the Archdiocese of Denver values
the 17,000 Coloradans who have

benefited from DACA, several of
whom work for the Archdiocese of
Denver, either at Centro San Juan
Diego or in one of our parishes. Some
of you are personal friends. You are a
tremendous gift!
If the program as we know it
ends, we will have to terminate the
employment of our DREAMERS, who
with their energy, enthusiasm and
love for the faith have contributed

in a positive manner to the Catholic
Church here in northern Colorado.
You are faithful workers who give of
yourselves to serve others and are
virtuous contributors to our society.
Unfortunately, the current situation has been brought about by the
fundamental problem of congressional inaction that goes back decades
and has allowed a broken immigration system to languish, leaving you

and your families, already living difficult circumstances, to grapple with its
failures.
We must remember, however, that
the person comes before politics and
ideologies of political parties. A person’s fundamental identity is that of
a child of God, not their immigration
status. The dignity of every human
being is bestowed by God, not by
society.
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My parents left everything … to
give me what they never received”

MARÍA DEL ROSARIO VALERIO, 21, was born in Monterrey,

Mexico, but only lived there nine months before her parents
moved with her to the United States in 1996. Like many young
people in her situation, high school wasn’t a time of dreaming of
all the possibilities of the future. No, she remembers high school
as a time of uncertainty: “I thought I wasn’t going to be able to
progress, that I was going to remain stagnant.”
With DACA, suddenly a path to success opened up before
her, and she took full advantage. She is now studying to earn her
teacher certification so she can be a modern language teacher,
and she works as a receptionist at Centro San Juan Diego.
And now she can fly, literally. “Thanks to DACA … I flew for the
first time to the Prevención y Rescate (Prevention and Rescue)
Catholic movement meeting in Los Angeles,” she told Denver
Catholic en Español. She also took advantage of her new legal
status to see Pope Francis in Philadelphia.
“My parents left everything they had in Mexico to give me
what they never received,” she said. “With the end of DACA I feel
that dream of my parents, and my dream, is over.”

As Pope Francis said earlier this
year, “the defense of human beings
knows no barriers; we are all united
in wanting to ensure a dignified life
for every man, woman, child forced to
abandon their land.”
And as the bishops of the United
States said today, “regardless of your
immigration status, you are children
of God and welcome in the Catholic
Church. The Catholic Church supports

“

My future family depends on
DACA”

JUAN OLIVO, 24, is the leader of the young adult group at Queen
of Peace Parish in Aurora. A native of Monterrey, Mexico, he was
14 years old when he arrived with his mother to the United States
in 2006.
For Juan, DACA made him feel “very happy, because I was
going to have opportunities as any other of the American citizen.” Currently Juan works in construction and repairs federal
roads. It’s hard work, but he’s grateful for it. And he knows he
wouldn’t have the opportunity to work for such a good company
if he didn’t have a work permit.
Like many other beneficiaries of DACA, he sees his entire
future as hanging in the balance as he watches and waits to see
what will happen with the deferred action program. He recently
asked his girlfriend, Génesis, to marry him, and she said yes. They
will marry next year. She is also a DACA beneficiary, which means
neither can help the other gain citizenship.
“I would like to form a family here in this country and keep my
Cristian values,” he told Denver Catholic en Español. “In Mexico,
there is a lot of violence, murders, injustice and corruption.
“The plans I have with my girlfriend and my future family
depend on DACA, but I have faith that everything is going to be
well.”

you and will advocate for you.”
I want to echo this sentiment, and
let you know that the Archdiocese
of Denver is committed to working
toward immigration reform, which
would allow you, the DREAMERS of
Colorado, to continue to work, go to
school and participate in parish and
civic life.
I continue to encourage all
people of Colorado to act now and

ask Congress to pass the
DREAM Act. This is no
time for partisan politics! It is time for every
member of Congress to
put the dignity of human
persons first before their
bickering over ideology.
Pray to Our Lady, asking
her intercession, so that
as a country we may act in

87 percent
of DREAMERS
are employed

Six percent
have started a
new business.

With their taxes,
they contribute

$433.4 billion
to the cumulative
country gross domestic
product over 10 years.

the right way toward our
immigrant brothers and
sisters.
Be assured of my
prayers for you! God
bless you all,
Most Rev. Samuel
J. Aquila
Archbishop of
Colorado
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Stanley Francis
Rother, a
shepherd who
didn’t run
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

F

ather Stanley Francis Rother,
an Oklahoma native, knew his
life was in danger. Why? Because
he was a missionary priest in Santiago
Atitlán, Guatemala, an area affected by
the conflict between the government
and guerrillas in the 1980s.
“The shepherd cannot run at the
first sign of danger,” he told his
friends when they encouraged
him to leave his mission field.
This priest of the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City will be beatified

Sept. 23; the Holy See has recognized
him as a martyr. Father Rother was
killed because of his faith on July 28,
1981, in Guatemala.
Denver Catholic spoke with the postulator of his cause of canonization,
Andrea Ambrosi, who noted that the
priest faced adversity with “courage, a
smile, prudence and readiness to serve.”
HIS LIFE
Stanley Francis Rother was born
March 27, 1935, in Okarche, Oklahoma,
to a very religious farming family of
German descent. He received solid
religious formation at the Holy Trinity school and parish, and at home. The
seed of faith fell on fertile ground and
he heard a call to the priesthood.
His time in the seminary was not free
of obstacles, however, particularly in
the academic realm. Stanley struggled
to learn Latin and even left the school
for a time, until the bishop, Victor Reed,
suggested that he transfer to Mount St.
Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Maryland. After
great effort, he managed to complete
his theology studies and was ordained
a priest on May 25, 1963.
In the spring of 1968, Oklahoma was
visited by Father Ramón Carlin, who

SAT U R DAY, O C TO B E R 1 4 T H

came seeking priests who might feel
called to serve in Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala, responding to a call that Pope
John XXIII had made to U.S. priests,
inviting them to work as missionaries
in Central America.
Father Stan felt this call, and was
assigned to the mission at Micatokla,
part of the Catholic Mission of Santiago
Atitlán in the region of Sololá, Guatemala. The Oklahoma priest left for his
new mission that same year, in 1968. He
was 33 years old.
He began to serve a population of
some 30,000 inhabitants in the Tz’utujil
community, made up of descendants of
the Mayans, Ladinos and Spanish. The
area was very poor, dependent on farming, fishing, commerce and handcrafted
goods. At the beginning, the new pastor
could communicate only with gestures,
but little by little he learned Spanish
and Tz’utujil.
His work was not solely focused on
pastoral ministry and liturgy, however.
With the great advantage of having
grown up on a farm, he quickly began to
assist in building structures so that the
sololatecos (residents of Solola) could
live with greater dignity. He would
go about fixing a bathroom floor here

“

The
shepherd
cannot run at
the ﬁrst sign
of danger.”
FATHER STANLEY
FRANCIS ROTHER

Sister Margaret Thomas, O.P.,

Thank You for your service and ﬁdelity
to God and His people,
On the occasion of Your 70th Jubilee.
S P O N S O R E D BY

May God continue to shower you with His blessings
as you live and teach the Gospel to His people.

ST. D O M I N I C PA R I S H 2 9 T H & F E D E R A L
STDOMINICDENVER.ORG/OKTOBERFEST

A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado
Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org

Father Nathan Goebel
The Parishioners and Staff of Saint Joan of Arc
Arvada, Colorado
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Father Rother baptizing a baby in Guatemala. photos provided by the diocese of oklahoma city

donations for the mission, as well as
spending time on the farms and teaching the people about agriculture.
“If the people had anything that
needed to be repaired, they went to
him for help,” the postulator explained.
“He visited newlyweds, bringing
them a photo from their wedding,
blessing their home, and staying to have
dinner with them. The pastoral work of
the Servant of God and his collaborators
had impressive results: He celebrated
between 500 and 1000 baptisms a year,
as well as hundreds of marriages and
First Communions. He distributed
Communion to close to 2,000 people
a week,” Ambrosi said.
Father Rother also worked so that
the lectionary of the Mass and the
New Testament would be translated to
Tz’utujil, a project that was completed
and published after his death.

or a light fixture there. He eventually
worked to build a hospital, personally
assisting in installing the electricity,
and digging a 300-foot well. He worked
out a system of irrigation with the rain,
and also experimented with fertilizers
to improve the soil of Santiago Atitlán.
Between 1972 and 1975, he spent his

SIGNS OF DANGER
Guatemala’s civil war was spreading
and reaching new regions. Many people
began to disappear from the communities surrounding the Lake of Atitlán.
Many of these were catechists, since the
government was prohibiting religious
practice. Father Rother walked along

time “helping the sick and dying, bringing all types of aid, and working with the
catechists,” Ambrosi explained.
“He presided over daily Mass, celebrated many baptisms, marriages,
and frequently heard confessions,” he
continued.
Father Stanley also collected

A RESTORATION FOR THE AGES

the roads to find the bodies of the slain,
in order to give them a proper burial.
He also brought food to the orphans
and widows left by the war.
After receiving threats himself, he
returned to Oklahoma at the beginning
of 1981. But in spite of the many people
who urged him to stay in his homeland,
he decided to return to Tz’utujil and
celebrate the liturgies of Holy Week
with his faithful.
Easter passed and summer came. On
the morning of July 28, three armed
men came into his house, dragged him
to his room and shot him. His parish
vicar, Father Francisco Bocel, found his
body after the assassins had fled.
With his testimony of a life given
entirely to his neighbor, to the simple
and needy of Sololá, Stanley Francis
Rother, the first of 13 priests who died
during Guatemala’s civil war, will be
raised to the altars.
Days before being killed, he wrote in
one of his letters: “The shepherd cannot
run at the first sign of danger. Pray for
us that we may be a sign of the love of
Christ for our people, that our presence
among them will fortify them to endure
these sufferings in preparation for the
coming of the Kingdom.”

Helping You Honor Life

“Our historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica needs your help.”

Father Ron Cattany
Pastor and Rector

After 100 years
of service to the
Archdiocese of
Denver, our Cathedral
is in need of some
vital repairs.
Reinforce steeples to
prevent crumbling

INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

$2.3 million

$4.4 million

$1.7 million

$3.3 million

$1.1 million

$2.2 million

Increase security
on access points
Repair, paint,
clean interior

Thank you
for your
generosity!
Visit
denvercathedral.org or
call us at 303-831-7010
for more information
All donations are tax deductible

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com
$575,000.00

COLLECTED

$156,845.00

$1.1 million

COLLECTED

$162,295.16
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GOOD OR BAD?
BY THERESE BUSSEN

I

t can be hard to find movies to watch.
A recent Netflix study showed that
18 minutes of our time on a given day
is spent just searching for a movie — and
that probably doesn’t include Catholics
who also have a film’s potentially harmful
content in the back of their minds as they
weed through what’s worthy of a watch.
A good majority of movies that come
out every year aren’t worth seeing, both
because they’re poor quality, and also
because many have bad content: Nudity,
language, violence, you name it.
So what’s a Catholic to do? Are we to
IS SIN GLORIFIED,
OR DOES IT TELL
THE TRUTH?
Displays of graphic
content (violence,
nudity, language)
shouldn’t cause us to
write off a whole movie
when they portray the
negative experiences of
life. One good question
to ask is whether the sin
portrayed is being glorified — celebrated and
shown as good or fun. If
it’s shown as it truly is,
which is ugly, then that’s
true.
Schindler’s List, is a
great example of this.
The film has a lot of violence and even nudity.
But it’s a story about the
Holocaust; any violence
and nudity shown are
realistic depictions in
the realm of what probably happened in that
setting, and those portrayals are always at the
service of advancing the
story. The result is a film,
listed as number eight
on the AFI’s 100 Greatest American Films of
All Time, that dramatically showcases the
complexity of both the
darkness and the goodness of mankind. It’s a
film that would change
you if you watched it.

5 ways to tell if it’s worth
it to watch that movie

avoid any and all movies that have objectionable content? That doesn’t leave
us with much — and it actually a does a
disservice to much of the high-quality
films that do come out every year.
Turns out, St. Paul actually gives us
something to think about when it comes
to what we consume.
In Philippians 4:8, he said, “Finally
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
of good repute, if there is any excellence
and anything worthy of praise, dwell on
these things.”
If there is anything good, beautiful

IF THERE’S SIN, IS
IT REDEEMED?
Evil is a part of the
real world; but so is
grace and redemption.
Good should come from
bad, or remind us of the
truth that hope is always
there. If there’s something evil depicted, there
should be some element
of hope, redemption or
lesson learned.
War and Peace, which
was recently made into
a BBC mini-series, is
an example. The story
deals with lots of sin:
Adultery, alcoholism,
fornication and gambling, just to name a few.
But every character who
falls either experiences
a transformation of
heart, or we see the consequences of their bad
decisions. Sin is depicted
truthfully. And by the
end of the story, the
(surviving) characters
have learned something
from the various difficulties and falls they struggled with.

or true — those are worthy things. If a
movies possesses these qualities, it’s
worthy of a watch, because in a very
small way, it takes part in who God is.
But that doesn’t mean it has to be
explicitly about God.
Father Don Woznicki, director of New
Ethos, an advocacy effort that aims to
gather support for films that reflect truth,
beauty and goodness, told Catholic News
Agency that films with these qualities are
about transformation and conversion.
“New Ethos is not about just supporting films and entertainment media
because a Catholic made it,” Father
Woznicki told CNA. “Would you get

IS ANY GRAPHIC
CONTENT
GRATUITOUS?

IS IT A
CONVERSATION
STARTER?

When it comes to
violence, nudity or language, showing enough
to get the truth across
is okay. Example: The
story of Les Misérables
depicts a woman who is
a prostitute and shows
her fall, but it’s done
tastefully rather than
graphically, and is shown
as it truly is, as a tragedy.

Sometimes it’s worth
watching a film that
I may disagree with
because of the questions it asks. Last year,
Silence was one of the
most controversial
films for Christians,
but even if people disagreed, it stirred many
thought-provoking and
faith-examining questions. Films like these
may enhance our own
convictions as we put
them under the microscope, or they may help
us in discussion with
other people about
those topics.
At the end of the day,
watching films are a
very subjective experience, and the discernment is up to you. And
discerning it requires a
holistic look at the film,
rather than a checklist
of unacceptable items.
Look at the whole story,
the message it’s saying,
and how it’s told. Sometimes there are good
films where you’ll have
to turn away or fast forward at a few parts, and
there are times where
you should probably
avoid it all together.

DOES IT LEAD
ME AWAY FROM
GOD? OR DOES IT
CHALLENGE ME?
If the content or
message of this film goes
against what’s good for
me, then it’s probably
better to avoid it. Example: A story that depicts
a spouse having an affair,
told in a way that makes
you root for those lovers,
glorifies that action.
(The Bridges of Madison
County is an example
where this exact thing
happens.) It’s probably
best to avoid that movie.
But don’t confuse something that’s not good for
us with something that
makes us uncomfortable
because it challenges us
to see reality as it is. Like
Schindler’s List, something that’s very good
might not feel good.

on an airplane just because you heard
a Catholic made it? Quality is the rule.
Christ is constantly calling us to conversion, hope and to be transformed
into his image.
“New Ethos films are not about
promoting sanitized Christian propaganda, rather to conversion, hope and
transformation.”
So how can you discern which films
or shows are worth watching? First, I
always check IMDB for the “Parents
Guide” section, which describes any
sexual content, profanity or violence,
so I have a better idea of what I’m getting
into. Then, I ask myself these questions:

WHAT TO WATCH ON NETFLIX: SEPTEMBER
Rogue One – A spinoff story of Star Wars, following a group of rebels on a mission to steal the
plans for the Death Star.
Lion – Based on the non-fiction book, A Long
Way Home, by Saroo Brierly, about a man who
finds his way back to India to find his birth family.
The Little Prince (Family-friendly) – Based on
the novel by Antoine de Saint-Exupery about a
young girl who befriends and elderly man, who
tells her the story of his meeting with the Little
Prince in the Saharan desert.
Midnight in Paris – A frustrated writer travels back
in time every night at midnight to visit famous artists and writers of earlier decades.
Hugo (Family-friendly) – A lonely orphaned boy
who lives inside a railway station attempts to fix a
broken automaton left to him by his late father with
the help of a friend and find a place he can call home.
Begin Again – A singer-songwriter is discovered
by a struggling record label executive, who collaborate together to produce an album recorded all
over public places in New York City.
I Am Sam – The story of a mentally-challenged man
raising a young daughter, until the unconventional
family setting comes to the attention of a social
worker who wants the girl placed in foster care.
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Get Involved
OCTOBER

OCTOBER

Annual Annivesary Mass

Archdiocesan Consecration
13 7:30 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
and in participating
parishes. Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila will
consecrate the
archdiocese of the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary. The event will be
livestreamed for those
who can’t participate.
For more details, visit
archden.org/
heartofmary.
OCTOBER

Love Your Marriage Retreat

15 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn, free. The Anniversary Mass celebrates couples celebrating 25, 50 or
50+ years of marriage. Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez will be the celebrant. Cake and
coffee reception follows. For more information and to RSVP, visit archden.org/
eflm/anniversary.

SEPTEMBER
WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available

Child care at Samaritan
House, Tuesday evenings

Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support, assistance
with yardwork and
more. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Samaritan House is
looking for qualified
volunteers to help
provide supervision
in our playroom for
the children on our
family floor while their
parents complete
required classes at the
Samaritan House. To
volunteer as a tutor,
completion of Safe
Environment Training
and your background
check is a must.

Prison ministry
Catholic Jail/Prison
Ministry is in need
of volunteers for
youth detention
facilities. Must be
a fully-initiated,
practicing Catholic,
at least 21 years old
and able to pass a
back-ground check.
If interested, contact
Deacon Steve Vallero
at 303 722-4687.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org.

27 	40 Days for Life
9/27 - 11/5, Planned
Parenthood Stapleton,
7155 E. 38th Ave, Denver.
During 40 Days for
Life, the Denver prolife community will
hold a peaceful vigil
in front of the Denver
Stapleton Planned
Parenthood each day
from September 27th
– November 5th from
7 a.m. – 6 p.m. Visit
40daysforlife.com/localcampaigns/denver to
sign up for vigil hours.
29 	ENCOUNTER Retreat
9/29, 6 p.m. - 9/30, 5
p.m., Bonfils Hall, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
$25. ENCOUNTER
is a retreat that can
drastically impact your
life. Through worship,
teachings, personal
stories and prayer, you
will encounter the God

14 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., St.
Helena Parish, 917 W 7th
Ave., Fort Morgan, $40.
“Happy, Healthy, Holy:
Building an Authentic
Catholic Marriage.”
Childcare available.
Register at archden.
org/loveyourmarriage
or 303-715-3252

who comes to meet you
right where you are at in
life. Register at archden.
org/eflm/encounter.

visit denver-catholicschool.com/school/
coolduo5k-com.
7

30 	Friends of the Poor

Walk

8:30 a.m., Bishop
Machebeuf High School,
458 Uinta Way, Denver.
Come walk in the 10th
annual Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Denver
Metro Council Friends
of the Poor Walk.
Donate whatever you
can afford. Pre-register
at svdpden.org.
OCTOBER
7

	Sts. Peter and Paul
School Cool Duo 5K Run

7 a.m., Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish, 3900 Pierce
St., Wheat Ridge, $15$35. Join Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish community
for this annual fundraiser
for Sts. Peter and Paul
school. To pre-register,

	Christ in the City Annual
Celebration

5:30 a.m., Holy Name
Parish, 3290 W. Milan
Ave., Sheridan, $150
individual tickets. Christ
in the City’s annual
gala, hosted by CiC
missionaries. Honoring
Vince Boryla, in loving
memory, with the Fr.
Woody Award. RSVP
at christinthecity.co/
annualcelebration.
14 	St. Dominic’s

Oktoberfest

2:00 p.m., St. Dominic
Parish, 2905 Federal
Blvd., Denver, free.
Join St. Dominic’s
Parish for its 5th
annual Oktoberfest
Beer Festival. The
Denver Highlands event
features live music, a
silent auction and local

craft beer and fine
food vendors from the
Highlands neighborhood.
14 	Gospel of Life

Conference

8:30 a.m., St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial,
$50. Join the producers
of the documentary “A
Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”
and local religious and
clergy to examine the
hijacking of our Church’s
social gospel and learn
how to truly reflect
Jesus Christ in the public
square. Space is limited;
visit gospeloflifeco.
org to register.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Unborn children honored
at memorial services
In what is becoming an archdiocesan tradition, the Respect Life Office at
Catholic Charities hosted two separate memorial services for children
who have been lost to abortion Sept. 9. The services were hosted as part
of a greater, national initiative to remember those millions of unborn
children whose lives are ended due to abortion each year. The memorials
were held at St. Louis Parish in Englewood and Sacred Heart of Mary
Parish in Boulder, both of which have special memorials dedicated to the
unborn and are among 50 similar gravesites across the U.S. It was a poignant display of remembrance for those innocent lives that were never
given a chance. photo by andreW WriGht

George Weigel sells books
In George Weigel’s July 12 column, “Awkward? Or Wise?”, he made mention of two books that had given him the “greatest intellectual jolt in recent
decades”: N.T. Wright’s The Resurrection of the Son of God and The Sources of
Christian Ethics by Servais Pinckaers. Turns out that George has more power
to sell books than he may have realized. Catholic University of America Press
sold only 700 copies of Pinckaers’ book last fiscal year; however, because of
George’s column, they sold almost double that in July alone. Case in point: If
Catholic publishers want their book sold, make sure that George Weigel reads
it and likes it enough to warrant a mention in one of his columns!

Another sister out of Denver
Denver sure has been producing a lot of vocations to religious life lately. Over the past year,
several women from the Archdiocese of Denver
have taken vows with religious orders around
the nation, and we’re happy to say we have
another! Sister Mary Judith Reilly recently
made her first profession of vows to the
Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia
Congregation in Nashville, Tenn.
She and her parents, Ann Marie and
Michael, are parishioners of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in
Littleton, and she is a graduate of
Bishop Machebeuf High School.
Sister Mary Judith was one of nine
women who made their First
Profession with the Dominican
Sisters July 28. Congratulations,
sister! Pray for us! photo provided
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Perspectives

A memoir I never expected to write

W

hen the second volume of
my John Paul II biography,
The End and the Beginning,
was published in 2010, I thought I was
finished with John Paul book-making.
I hoped
I’d done
GEORGE my best in
WEIGEL bringing to a
global audiThe Catholic Difference
ence the full
George Weigel is a
story of a
distinguished senior
rich, comfellow of the Ethics and
plex life that
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
had bent
the curve of history in a more humane
direction. I had tried to make a modest
contribution to contemporary history
by using once- classified documents
from communist secret police files to
illustrate previously-hidden facets of
the communist war against the Catholic Church. I had kept the promise I
made to John Paul at our last meeting
on December 15, 2004: “Holy Father, if
you don’t bury me, I promise to finish
your story.”
But as I traveled the world speaking
about The End and the Beginning and

the legacy of John Paul II, I discovered
that many people were less interested
in the book’s analyses than in stories:
Stories that would bring a beloved
figure alive again; stories that would
help keep John Paul II close, rather
than having him drift away into the
remote intangibility of the canonized.
And it struck me, on reflection, that
this yearning was the 21st-century
equivalent of the love for stories than
once inspired the popular medieval
lives of the saints. Thus perhaps there
was more to be done, in fulfilling my
last promise to John Paul II.
And here, too, there was a curious
symmetry.
John Paul thought he was finished
with poetry when, en route to the conclave that elected him pope in 1978, he
wrote “Stanislas,” his poetic valedictory to Cracow. Then, at the end of his
life, he discovered there were things he
wanted to say that could only be said in
a poem; the result was Roman Triptych.
So like the man whose life changed my
own and to whose story I had already
devoted two large books, I am now
happy to make a triptych: To publish

a third panel in my account of the
emblematic figure of the second half of
the twentieth century.
Lessons in Hope: My Unexpected
Life with St. John Paul II (Basic Books)
is very different than Witness to Hope
and The End and the Beginning, the
first two panels in my portrait of John
Paul II. Lessons in Hope is entirely
anecdotal; hardy readers of the first
two volumes will be relieved to learn
that it contains nary an endnote. It’s all
stories all the time, and all in bite-size
pieces. My intent is that, out of these
stories, an even fuller, more deeply-etched portrait of John Paul will
emerge, for there is much this exemplary figure still has to teach us.
When he went on pilgrimage to
Fatima on May 13, 1982, to give thanks
for his life being spared during the
assassination attempt a year before,
John Paul II said, “In the designs of
Providence there are no mere coincidences.” What strikes us as mere
happenstance or coincidence is, in fact,
an aspect of divine providence that we
don’t yet understand. That’s how he
thought of his life, and that’s how telling

the story of his life taught me to think
of my own. Experiences I had, subjects
I studied, professional positions I held,
people who had a profound impact on
my thought: Much of this, seemingly
random at the time, came into focus as
remote preparation for becoming the
papal biographer I never intended to
be. Thus Lessons in Hope also explores
how someone who never set out to
write a papal biography ended up doing
two volumes of just that, in what I hope
is an act of thanksgiving for the providential guidance of my own pilgrimage.
Then there are the stories of getting my biographer’s job done amidst
the often-sluggish realities of Vatican
life: Stories that wouldn’t have fit in
Witness to Hope and The End and the
Beginning, but which now retrospectively illuminate, not only my own
adventures in Rome (and elsewhere),
but the accomplishment of John Paul
II in getting the balky machinery
around him to work as well as it did
under his creative, courageous, firm,
and collaborative leadership.
Lessons in Hope was great fun to
write. I hope it will be great fun to read.

Musings on gender in the tech industry

J

ust after college, I worked for a
major software company. Shortly
after, I joined the other recent college graduates on the campus of a formerly Catholic college for three weeks of
training.
MARY
There
BETH
were 32 of
BONACCI
us. Thirty
men and two
Guest Column
women.
Bonacci is a syndicated
The other
columnist based in
woman
Denver and the author of
was a tech
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
genius. She
was clearly thriving in that environment
— participating in the class discussions
and leading projects.
I, on the other hand, was a disaster. A
liberal arts major, I had taken the interview only because I wanted to practice
interviewing, and they had hired me
only because I had a high GPA and a
good head for math. While I was good at
math, I didn’t care about math.
And so, while I was not at all displeased to be spending three weeks
with 30 single men, I was completely
and hopelessly lost in the classes. And
I didn’t particularly care. I knew my

future wasn’t in the tech world. Back
then, obviously, the numbers in the tech
world were heavily skewed toward men.
I always assumed that was just because
guys liked programming better than we
did. It’s not like I knew a lot of women
unsuccessfully trying to break into the
field.
In the aftermath of the brouhaha over
the Google memo (or the “anti-diversity
screed,” as it’s been called), I’m seeing
plenty of ink (and pixels) spilled over the
question of whether men’s and women’s
brains are different, and what those differences might mean for women in tech
careers. On one side, I’ve seen authors
downplay any differences between men’s
and women’s brains. And on the other
side, I’ve seen the assertion that the
wiring of women’s brains render them
unsuited for careers in the tech industry.
I say: A pox on both your houses.
I was particularly shocked when I
saw one author assert that there is no
difference whatsoever between the
male and female brain. Science quite
definitely says otherwise. Read Brain
Sex: The Real Diﬀerence Between Men
and Women by Anne Moir and David
Jessel. It’s fascinating. Neither male nor

female brain is superior. Neither leads
to innately greater or lesser intelligence.
But they are definitely different.
And then there are those who take
these different tendencies as absolute.
Yes, our brains tend to differ in certain
ways. But these differences also vary
from person to person. Remember, we
are above all individuals. Attempting
to pigeonhole anyone based on gender
alone doesn’t work.
There are plenty of women who rock
the tech world. They want to be there,
and they have every right to be there.
And, in many ways, they bring gifts
that will greatly enhance the field. Any
artificial barriers to getting them there,
or keeping them there, should be eliminated. It has been my observation that
traditionally male-dominated industries
frequently don’t do a great job when the
time comes to integrate women into their
ranks. The “boys’ clubs” must break up.
But this idea that “diversity” will not
be complete until every department of
every tech company’s workforce is 50
percent female is ludicrous. Women, as a
whole, just don’t seem to be as drawn to
this kind of work as men are.
So yes, we should encourage young

women who are attracted to the field to
pursue it. We should help them excel.
Then, let companies hire the best candidates, and let the numbers fall where
they may.
All of this brings up a point I made
several weeks ago: Women are constantly pressured to prove themselves by
breaking into traditionally male fields.
Like technology.
I read the other day that less than 4
percent of early education teachers are
male. Is anybody decrying this lack of
diversity, and insisting that at least half
of kindergarten classrooms be presided
over by men? Of course not.
It’s true that salary levels between
the two fields are not even in the same
stratosphere. But does anybody believe
that female preschool teachers are all
longing to ditch the classroom and write
code in Palo Alto instead?
No, women teach little kids because
they — in much greater numbers than
men — want to teach little kids. One
gender tends to show a preference for
this particular career path in much
higher numbers than the other.
Perhaps the same is true of the tech
industry.
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Become a champion of the rosary

O

n October 13th, Archbishop
Aquila will consecrate of the
Archdiocese of Denver to
Our Lady of Fatima, at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. The day marks the
DR. R.
100th anniversary of Our
JARED
Lady’s final apparition
STAUDT
at Fatima, the day of the
great Miracle of the Sun.
The Catholic Reader
Central to Our Lady of
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is
Fatima’s message was
a husband and father
praying the rosary in
of six, the catechetical
reparation for sin and for
formation specialist for the
Archdiocese of Denver, a
conversion. On the day of
Benedictine oblate, prolific
writer, and insatiable reader. the final apparition, Mary
told the three visionary
children: “I am the Lady of the Rosary.
Continue always to pray the Rosary
every day.”
Answering Our Lady’s request to
pray the rosary daily is a great way to
prepare for the Archdiocesan consecration. Praying the rosary invites us
to enter a conversation with Mary,
praising her and asking for her help as
we pray the Hail Mary, and also with
the Holy Trinity, as we pray the Our
Father and Glory Be. In this conversation, we meditate on the central mysteries of our salvation and unite our
lives to them, allowing them to shape
our thoughts and desires. Praying the
rosary also means entering into a spiritual battle by taking on an apostolate of
prayer. We pray not only to grow closer
to Jesus and Mary, but also for the good
of those we love, our country and the
Church.
As we enter into this prayer apostolate, we can be aided by Father Donald
Calloway, MIC’s Champions of the
Rosary: The History and Heroes of a
Spiritual Weapon (Marian Press, 2016).
The Dominican Archbishop Augustine DiNoia described it as “probably
the most comprehensive book ever
written on the rosary.” The book has

three major parts. First, it presents a
detailed history of the rosary from the
13th century to present. The second
part lays out 26 holy figures who were
champions of the rosary. The third
provides a short overview of how to
pray the rosary.
Father Calloway describes the
ancient origins of the rosary in the
practice of reciting the Our Father or
Hail Mary 150 times as a way to imitate
the monks’ recitation of the 150 psalms
each day. St. Dominic, in the thirteenth
century, formulated the rosary as we
know it, with decades focused on the
mysteries of our salvation. St. Dominic
used the rosary in his preaching against
heresy in southern France. Though
it took a little while to catch on, the
rosary gained popularity through confraternities of laypeople gathered to
recite the rosary in their city.
The rosary has shaped the lives of
Catholics in many ways. It brought
about a number of crucial victories for
Christendom over the Turks, beginning with the naval Battle of Lepanto
in 1571, when Catholic forces miraculously destroyed the Turkish fleet. The
rosary received many significant Papal
endorsements, which attached indulgences to it and the confraternities
dedicated to it. In the last few hundred
years Our Lady herself
has spread devotion to
the rosary, with
apparitions
recognized by
the Church
in countries
such as Colombia, Vietnam,
Belgium, Japan, Nicaragua
and Rwanda. Almost as
surprising, Father Calloway describes Elvis
Presley’s 1971 song,
“The Miracle of the
Rosary.”

“

I am
the
Lady
of the
Rosary.
Continue
always
to pray
the
Rosary
every
day.”

The book also details champions the rosary, such as Blessed
Alan de la Roche, a 15th century
Dominican who popularized it, St.
Louis de Montfort, St. Anthony Mary
Claret, Pope Leo XIII, who wrote 11
encyclicals promoting the rosary,
Father Patrick Peyton, who promoted
the family rosary, and St. John Paul
II, who gave us five new luminous
mysteries. These figures should serve
as a model for us and Fr. Calloway
concludes by teaching us how we can
become a champion of the rosary: 1)
Pray the rosary, 2) encourage others
to pray it, and 3) join a rosary group.
One group to consider for our area
is the Confraternity of the Rosary,
organized by the Central Province
of the Dominicans: opcentral.org/
confraternity-of-the-holy-rosary.
There are some other recent books
on the rosary you may find helpful as
well. Fr. Dwight Longenecker, Praying
the Rosary for Spiritual Warfare (OSV,
2016); Dan Burke and Connie Rossini,
The Contemplative Rosary – with St.
John Paul II and St. Teresa of Avila
(Sophia, 2017); Johnnette Benkovic
and Thomas Sullivan, The Rosary: Your
Weapon for Spiritual Warfare (Servant,
2017); Gretchen Crowe, Why the
Rosary, Why Now? (OSV, 2017).

With the upcoming consecration of the archdiocese to the Immaculate Heart Oct. 13, these ﬁve books are great primers for
how to pray the rosary as preparation for consecration.

During
her ﬁnal
apparition
to the
young
shepherds at
Fatima
in 1917,
Our Lady
instructed
them —
and the
entire
world
— to
pray the
rosary
every
day.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

