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Archbishop’s Column

Healing hatred and anger after Charlottesville

T

he confrontation in Charlottesville, Va. and the nationwide reaction to it are clear
signs of the tensions simmering just
below surface of our society. But we
know as people of faith that these
wounds can be healed if we follow
Christ’s example, rather than the path
of revenge.
It was with a heavy heart that I
learned about the Aug. 12 clashes
between white supremacists and
counter protesters in Charlottesville
that resulted in the injury of around
34 people and the death of Heather
Heyer. It was an “eye for an eye, tooth
for a tooth” melee.
These events remind me of Pope
Francis’ 2017 World Day of Peace
message, in which he pointed out that
“Jesus himself lived in violent times.
Yet he taught that the true battlefield,
where violence and peace meet, is the
human heart: For ‘it is from within,
from the human heart, that evil intentions come’ (Mk. 7:21).”
What we witnessed in Charlottesville was an outward expression of
hundreds of hearts, and as a shepherd
of souls, I cannot stand by silently
while people allow hatred toward
others rule their hearts. Particularly
reprehensible were the derogatory
words the neo-Nazis and their white

The true battle against hatred and
anger is fought in the human heart.
photo CoUrteSy oF bob MiCal | FliCKr

supremacist allies shouted toward
African Americans, Jews and Latinos.
This is not how God sees his children!
Every human being is bestowed
from the moment of conception
with the dignity of being made in the
image and likeness of God, and we are
all loved by him, even amid our sin
and brokenness. Satan seeks every
opportunity to twist these fundamental truths in the hearts of human
beings and we can see the devastation

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
AUG. 27: 50th Parish Anniversary Mass at St.
Jude Parish, Lakewood (11 a.m.); Convocation
Mass for the Augustine Institute, St. Vincent
de Paul Parish (4 p.m.)
AUG. 29: Mass, opening of Seminaries’
academic year, St. John Paul II Center (4 p.m.)
SEPT. 3: Mass, Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, Northglenn (11 a.m.)
SEPT. 7: Mass, opening of the Catholic
Medical Association national conference,
Sheraton Denver (7 a.m.)
SEPT. 8: Mass for installation of new rector, St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary (4 p.m.)
SEPT. 9: Mass for Installation of Pastor, St.
Augustine Parish, Brighton (5 p.m.)
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it brings throughout history.
It can be tempting to respond to
these attacks on our fellow man with
violence, just as the members of the
Anti-fascist movement (known as
“Antifa”) did in Charlottesville. But
this is not what Christ taught, since
it allows hatred to gain a foothold
through a different avenue. It is worth
repeating: The human heart is the
true battlefield.
Jesus’ response to violence and
persecution stands in contrast with
the way of hatred and anger. Instead,
he taught his disciples to love their
enemies (Mt. 5:44) and to turn the
other cheek (Mt. 5:39). Christ’s radical answer is only possible because
God unconditionally loves every
person and is ready to forgive us
when we repent. God’s love is the only
thing that can cut through the hatred
that is bringing people to blows, heal
the human heart, and form it after his
own. As people of faith, we are called
to bring the truth of love to these festering wounds so that hearts may be
healed by Christ.
Joseph Pearce, the Catholic convert and former white supremacist, is
a perfect example of this. In a recent
article for the National Catholic Register, he recalls how it was his encounter with the objective truths of the

faith that demolished his race-centered identity and seeing his enemies
love him when he confronted them
with hatred that changed his heart.
We must pray for the grace to love
as Jesus loves, to love as the Father
loves.
“The way out of this deadly spiral,”
Pearce says, “is to go beyond the love
of neighbor, as necessary as that is,
and to begin to love our enemies. This
is not simply good for us, freeing us
from the bondage of hatred; it is good
for our enemies also.”
May all of us follow the great
example of Mark Heyer, the father of
the woman who was killed after the
white supremacist rally. His daughter’s death, Heyer told USA Today,
made him think “about what the Lord
said on the cross, ‘Forgive them. They
don’t know what they’re doing.’”
Jesus desires that every person
have a heart that is whole and free
from hatred, anger and pride. He
desires to form our hearts, and that
only comes about when we are receptive to his unconditional love, for only
in receiving his unconditional love we
will be able to give it to others. I pray
that all the faithful will be instruments of healing for our country by
bringing Christ’s forgiveness to their
neighbors and their enemies.
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Preparing
4 eclipse w/
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school. +sja

Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 Denver Catholic (USPS 557-020) is published
bi-weekly, except monthly in January. Denver Catholic is printed by Prairie Mountain Publishing, LLC in Boulder. Periodical
postage paid in Denver, CO. SUBSCRIPTIONS: $50 a year in Colorado; $57 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $57
surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $63 air; Canada, $70 air.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or email circulation@archden.org. CIRCULATION & CUSTOMER SERVICE: 303-715-3230 or info@archden.org.
General Manager

Business Manager

KARNA SWANSON

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and 6th grade students at Frassati Catholic
Academy practice viewing the solar eclipse through special solarviewing glasses on Aug. 21, the first day of the new school. photo by andreW WriGht

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

Vatican Notes

Bishops across US condemn
racism after Charlottesville
BY CATHOLIC
NEWS AGENCY

W

ith deadly violence following a rally of
white supremacists this
past weekend in Charlottesville, Va., bishops
throughout the nation
denounced racism and
racist ideologies.
Cardinal
Daniel
DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president
of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, and
domestic justice chairman
Bishop Frank Dewane
of Venice, Fla., issued
a statement on Sunday
condemning “the evil of
racism, white supremacy
and neo-nazism.”
They also prayed for
peaceful counter-protesters, saying that “our
prayer turns today, on the
Lord’s Day, to the people
of Charlottesville who
offered a counter example to the hate marching
in the streets.”
“Let us especially
remember those who
lost their lives. Let us
join their witness and
stand against every form
of oppression,” they said.
This past weekend,
a planned “Unite the
Right” rally in Charlottesville, Va., to protest the
city’s removal of a statue
of Confederate General
Robert E. Lee drew white
supremacists including
neo-Nazis and Ku Klux
Klan members. A counter-protest, including
a diverse coalition of
religious leaders and
members of the Antifa
and Black Lives Matter
movements, was formed.
On Saturday, a man
drove a car into the counter-protest, injuring 19 and
killing one, 32 year-old
Heather Heyer of Charlottesville, the AP reported.

“

Racism is
a poison
of the soul. It’s the
ugly, original sin
of our country,
an illness that
has never fully
healed.”
ARCHBISHOP
CHARLES CHAPUT

Attorney General Jeff
Sessions said the incident
“does meet the definition
of domestic terrorism in
our statute,” and promised to “protect the right
of people, like Heather
Heyer, to protest against
racism and bigotry.”
Two Virginia State
troopers also lost their
lives near Charlottesville
as they responded to the
situation there, when
their helicopter crashed
in Albemarle County.
Catholic bishops
denounced the violence
but also explicitly condemned the racist ideology amidst the “Unite the
Right” gathering.
Archbishop Charles
Chaput of Philadelphia
stated on Sunday that
“the wave of public anger
about white nationalist
events in Charlottesville
this weekend is well
warranted.”
“Racism is a poison
of the soul. It’s the
ugly, original sin of our
country, an illness that
has never fully healed.
Blending it with the

Nazi salute, the relic of
a regime that murdered
millions, compounds the
obscenity,” he said.
Bishop Martin Holley
of Memphis called the
racist rallies and the violence “appalling.”
“May this shocking
incident and display of
evil ignite a commitment
among all people to end
the racism, violence, bigotry and hatred that we
have seen too often in our
nation and throughout
the world,” he said.
Other bishops on
Twitter explicitly condemned racism over
the weekend as well, in
response to the unrest.
“Racism is a grave sin
rooted in pride, envy and
hatred. It suffocates the
soul by means of expelling from it the charity
of Christ,” Bishop Daniel
Flores of Brownsville,
Texas tweeted on Saturday night.
“Pray for an end to the
evil of racism. And pray,
especially today, for its
victims. Pray for justice
and mercy in our nation,”
Bishop James Conley of
Lincoln tweeted on Saturday afternoon.
However, Americans
cannot only condemn
racism in statements, but
must also pray and work
for a collective conversion of heart, Archbishop
Chaput said.
“If our anger today
is just another mental
virus displaced tomorrow by the next distraction or outrage we find in
the media, nothing will
change,” he said.
“Charlottesville matters. It’s a snapshot of
our public unraveling
into real hatreds brutally
expressed; a collapse of
restraint and mutual
respect now taking place
across the country.”

From here to eternity.

Planning Your Will
and Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com
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From Boondock Saints
to FOCUS missionary
The Ivie’s
unconventional
path to faith
BY THERESE BUSSEN

N

therese.bussen@archden.org
@ThereseBussen

ot even a gangster movie is out of
the Holy Spirit’s limits to reach
into a heart and stir conversion.
That’s what happened to Joshua
Ivie and his wife, Nikki, after watching the 1999 movie, Boondock Saints,
a story about Catholic Irish brothers
who take it upon themselves to clean
up crime in Boston through acts of
vigilante justice.
“I always feel bad telling people [this
story] because they probably shouldn’t
watch [The Boondock Saints],” Ivie said.
“But I think it’s really good to say that
the Holy Spirit is able to reach you
wherever you’re at.”
After watching the film together two
years ago, Ivie and his wife, without having
any Catholic upbringing or knowledge
whatsoever, decided to pray the rosary.
“There was this part in the movie
where they take their rosaries off and
put them on the wall. I don’t know how
to explain it except it was the Holy Spirit,
but there was just something so powerful. We just both looked at each other and
said, ‘Rosaries are really cool,’” he said.
After watching the movie, he and his
wife, not knowing that you could buy
rosaries, decided to make their own.
“One of the cool things is while we
learned how to make it, we learned how
to pray it,” Ivie said. “I didn’t initially
realize how powerful the rosary is. After
praying it, just realizing the ability to
meditate on all of the mysteries of the
rosary, I was completely fascinated by it.”
From there, the rest was history.
Ivie and his wife soon decided to attend
Mass together at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish in Boulder and experienced it
for the first time at the parish’s monthly
candlelight Mass, which often draws
a big crowd. The beauty of the liturgy
moved them so deeply that they soon
decided to enroll in RCIA.
“We were kind of head over heels
in love with the Church,” he said.
“Although I wasn’t practicing any faith

“

I didn’t
initially
realize how
powerful the
rosary is. I just
thought it was the
repetitive prayer.
After praying
it, just realizing
the ability to
meditate on all
of the mysteries
of the rosary, I
was completely
fascinated by it.”
JOSHUA IVIE

life whatsoever, I still had that complete
craving for that relationship with God the
whole time, without even realizing it.”
But the conversion didn’t stop there.
While attending RCIA classes, a Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS) missionary came and spoke to
the class about the organization, which
sends missionaries to serve on college
campuses — that number reaching 137
this year.
“[He] told us the statistic how 80 percent of the Catholic Church was falling
away before they were age 23. And for me,
that was a life-changing moment,” Ivie
said. “I was falling in love with the Catholic faith, and for me to hear that, that
people weren’t seeing what I was seeing,
I felt like I needed to do something. It hit
me like a ton of bricks…I was sold.”
Ivie and Nikki were baptized Easter
of 2016, and this year, Ivie is serving as a
FOCUS missionary on the Tulane University campus in New Orleans, LA. Both
raised in Colo., they’re excited for the move
and for the mission. In the meantime, Ivie
has had the opportunity to witness to
family and friends of all faith backgrounds

as he’s fundraised his salary for the year, a
practice all missionaries take part in so the
organization can continue to spread to a
large number of campuses.
“It’s been a blessing because I’ve been
able to witness to so many atheistic
people or Protestant people and be able
to share my faith,” he said.
His family in particular has witnessed the joy in his life and has even
come to Mass with him.
“One of the things that’s been so beautiful is everyone can see the change that’s
happened in my life,” he said. “My mom
consistently comes to Mass with us, and
it’s such an incredible experience.”
The fruits of a conversion that
sprung from tiny seeds planted in a violent gangster movie are only beginning,
and the couple is excited to continue to
share their faith on campus this fall.
“[I want to show them] the incredible joy that having Christ at the center
of your life brings,” Ivie said. “I’m very
excited to just let them know, based off
my story, that if you let Jesus into your
life, he’s going to take you on the craziest
adventure you could possibly imagine.”

Joshua
and Nikki
Ivie found
their way
to the
Catholic
Church in
a rather
unconventional
way after
watching the
film The
Boondock
Saints.
photo by daniel petty

For more
information
on FOCUS,
visit www.
focus.org.
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Are you ready for
consecration?
Archbishop
to consecrate
archdiocese to
Immaculate Heart
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

O

n Oct. 13, 2017, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila will lead the
Archdiocese of Denver in an
act of consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, and as an archdiocese,
we need to be prepared.
The day he chose for this act is significant, as it will mark 100 years since the
last apparition of Our Lady to the three
shepherd children in Fatima.
“Mary wishes to assist us, through
her Immaculate Heart, in bringing the
world back to God,” the archbishop
stated. “This is why I am encouraging
people to join me in consecrating themselves, their families, parishes, and the
archdiocese to her Immaculate Heart.”
The act of consecration will take place
at the end of a Marian prayer service at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. The event will be livestreamed so
that parishes gathered together as a faith
community may participate.
The archbishop encourages all individual Catholics to prepare well for the Oct.
13 consecration by learning more about
Mary and her virtues, intensifying prayer,
and imitating Mary in one’s daily life.
LEARN
To help the faithful learn more about
Marian consecration, the Archdiocese of
Denver has launched a webpage, archden.
org/heartofmary, with a series of questions
and answers on Marian consecration.
The Archdiocese of Denver will also
share a 5-part video series beginning
Sept. 21 that will explore five characteristics of Mary Our Mother. Mary is
the Christian par excellence. If we want
to follow Our Lord, it would do well to
follow the example of Our Lady.

For more information:
Archden.org/heartofmary

PRAY
An act of consecration is a spiritual
act, which means that you must make a
daily commitment to prepare yourself
spiritually. If you already have good
prayer habits built up, preparation for
the consecration could simply mean
intensifying your Marian devotions.
Traditionally, a Marian consecration
is preceded by 33 days of preparation.
The number of days associated with
preparation is hypothesized to represent one day for each day of Christ’s life
here on earth.
The 33-day period of preparation is
not obligatory, but for those wishing
to abide by the traditional preparatory
period, the date for you to begin in order
to be ready for the Oct. 13 Marian consecration is Sept. 11.
Resources to lead you through a
33-day preparation period include the
classic prayers outlined in St. Louis
Marie de Montfort’s Preparation for
Total Consecration to Jesus through
Mary, or the modern version by Father
Michael Gaitley 33 Days to Morning
Glory. Other great resources include
Totus Tuus: A Consecration to Jesus
Through Mary with Blessed John Paul II
by Father Brian McMaster, and the website of the New Evangelizers, Jennifer
and Greg Willits (gregandjennifer.com).
If you are not in the practice of praying every day, this is a perfect time to start
small! Some good ideas include making
a commitment to turn your mind and
heart to Our Lady once a day. Could you
commit yourself to saying a Hail Mary
every day, or to pray the Angelus prayer
every day at noon? One decade of the
rosary takes three minutes, could you
commit yourself to that once a day?
IMITATE
Our Lady is the model of all Christian virtue. Pick the virtue or virtues
that you most admire in Mary, and do
one act each day that seeks to imitate
Our Lady. Simple ways of imitating Our
Lady include listening to a friend or
family member who needs to talk, doing
a hidden act of charity at work, being
patient with a toddler, letting your
spouse have the last word, or spending
an extra five minutes after Mass to give
thanks. The possibilities are endless.
What would Mary do?

‘My
Immaculate
Heart will
triumph’
Archbishop Samuel Aquila to
consecrate Archdiocese to Immaculate
Heart on Fatima centenary.

Oct. 13
7:30 p.m.

Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate
Conception,
and in
participating
parishes

LEARN
MORE

PREPARE

JOIN

archden.org/heartofmary
Text HEARTOFMARY to 84576 for updates
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Denver Metro Council Feed,
Clothe and Shelter the Poor.

10th Annual

Friends of The Poor Walk
Saturday, September 30, 2017 8:30AM
Bishop Machebeuf High School
458 Uinta Way
Denver, CO 80230

Go to PoorWalk.SVDPden.org
for Walk details.
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ometimes people surprise us for
the better.
For Lorenzo Patelli, leader of
one of the Communion and Liberation
(CL) communities in Denver, and Jim,
a former inmate who is now on parole,
the surprise of friendship turned into
a deep encounter with Christ through
one another — all in the setting of prison
ministry.
But the meeting had just happened
to fall on Patelli’s lap. At that time, Jim
had been in prison for several years and
requested the CL magazine, Traces, in
German to learn the language, only to
find that he also needed the English one
to help him better translate with his
German dictionary.
Jim contacted the Human Adventure Corporation, the legal entity the
CL movement uses in the U.S. to run
Traces and other various events, to ask
about getting the English subscription.
“We got a phone call or an email
from [a woman] saying, ‘Hey, I got this
request to send Traces to this prison
in Colorado, I have no clue who this
person or prison is, I can definitely send
the magazine, but you guys want to get
in contact with him?’” Patelli said.
Not long after, another member of
Patelli’s Denver community reached
out to Jim by letter and said that the
group wanted to visit him in prison.
After a long process of applications and
verification, eight from the community
were added to Jim’s list of people he
was allowed to see in prison, although
he couldn’t see more than four at once.
So they rotated.

A SURPRISING FRIENDSHIP
Patelli recalled that at first, he didn’t
want to know Jim’s crime, but then realized that not knowing someone’s full
story “is like not even knowing your
name.”
“We were really struck by his story
and so I knew at that point, even if he
had told me he killed 200 people, I
would have been, not fine, but, ‘Okay,
this is it,’” Patelli said. “But before,
I didn’t want to have the opposite
thing, looking at him with his crime in
my mind. And a beautiful friendship
started.
“I thought I was going to find someone desperate or really struggling. And I
remember we met a man who was busy,
certain of his faith more than me and all
of us together, and it was immediately
clear to all of us that we didn’t go to help
him, but that something was given to
us,” Patelli continued. “[We left] every
time way more aware of the love of God
for us. That God could have said, ‘Jim
I free you right now,’ and he was not
doing that, but yet, Jim was loving his
life.”
“Think about Jim” became a saying
in the community to one another when
they were struggling with things big and
small.
“He became a presence, a something
in our mind,” Patelli said. “Everything
took a new perspective.”
For both Jim and Patelli, as well as
the others that visited him, the friendship was a surprising encounter, Patelli
said.
“We were talking about everything,
he got to know us in what was going
on in our lives more and more. He was
telling more and more about his days,”
Patelli said. “You can’t bring anything in
[to the prison], not even your wallet. So
you’re naked in front of another person,
who is very naked in terms of his being
in prison. So it’s a very interesting
dynamic that makes you very true in
front of what you’re saying, what you
want to say, what’s happening in your
life. It was very, very real.”
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.
FINDING CHRIST IN PRISON
Before meeting Patelli and the other
members of the community, Jim had
already experienced a conversion to
the Catholic faith several years before.
He had previously been baptized, but
when his mother left the Church while
he was a kid, he did too.
But his journey back accelerated
in prison. Jim accepted a Bible from
a chaplain and began to read it only to
prove to his evangelical brother that it
was “full of holes.” But he found something else instead.
“I was amazed,” Jim said. “I had no
idea that there was all this history in
there, and it just really spoke to me. It
was clearly true. I had always believed
in God and believed that Jesus was God,
but I didn’t know what that meant, and
certainly didn’t have any personal experience with Christ.”
After finishing the Bible in a matter
of weeks, he told his family about his
experience, and his grandfather, who
was a devout Catholic, sent him books
so he could read more about the faith.
“I basically read my way back into
the Catholic Church,” Jim said. “It made
sense to me as I read this stuff…Catholicism isn’t a faith that requires you to
check your brain at the door. It actually
makes sense. You have to accept some
premises on faith, but everything logically makes sense. You might say it’s
above logic, but that doesn’t mean it’s
illogical or unreasonable, it’s just more
than logical and reasonable.”
After getting confirmed, Jim became
an Oblate of St. Benedict, got his master’s degree in theology through the
Catholic Distance University, became
a leader of a non-denominational religious program, a Bible study leader, and
an RCIA leader — all while in prison. He
even sponsored five men in baptism and
confirmation while there.
“I kind of miss it. I’m obviously
happy to be out of prison, but there
are days when I say, I was having a lot
more impact on the world in there than
I can out here, and it’s been a frustration
for me,” Jim said. “I had wanted very
much to get something going out here,
a prison ministry that would reach into
the prisons and befriend people and act
as mentors. There are so many people
who could use that.”

“SOMEBODY WHO LOVES ME”
During the three years that the CL
community visited Jim, they saw the
act of visiting as a charitable work, but
the experience changed the way they
view other people.
“When we were going down, we were
reading a little booklet by Father Giussani [the founder of the CL movement]
on charitable work, and he says you don’t
go because you can fulfill the need of the
other, because who knows what that
need is,” Patelli said. “You go because
it’s part of the law of life to give yourself.
And even these words, they sound cute
and nice, but they were carrying a weight
every time we were going down there.”
They visited Jim about every other
month until Jim was released on parole
last October, during the Year of Mercy.
Immediately the question became,
“What happens next for Jim?” which
brought Patelli a lot of anxiety.
“So this is the situation. And then he
tells me in this letter that he’s going to
rely on me for finding a job and getting
back on track,” Patelli said. “But the thing
he’s needed the most he’s already been
given, which is somebody who’s out who
loves me and waits for me. And that took
all the anxiety and pressure off my back.
“I could have said that to myself, but
it was very different to hear him say
that,” Patelli continued. “That exactly
in these three years of visiting him, his
awareness that that’s what we did and
that’s what he needs first and foremost,
is very liberating.”
Now, Jim works at a call center fulltime and lives with his mother, who just
so happened to move to Denver around
the same time and have an extra bedroom
when she moved. And with the gifts he’s
been given of conversion and a thorough
education, he dreams of getting back into
prison ministry to help the people he’s
lived so long with — especially on a relational level so they know that they, too,
have “somebody who loves me.”
“Of the 1,500 guys in the prison
I was in, we would get about 20 guys
at Mass on a regular basis,” Jim said.
“That’s less than one percent. It’s not
that those people aren’t interested in
questions that life is giving them, they
just don’t know what the answers are.
And somebody needs to engage them in
a way that’s compelling to them.”

i
For more information on getting involved in prison ministry at the Archdiocese,
visit archden.org/socialministry/catholic-jail-prison-ministry/, or call Al Hooper at
the Archdiocese social ministry oﬃce, 303-715-3220, and leave your name and
number. Must be 21 years of age, a fully practicing and initiated Catholic who
knows the faith and is able to teach it. Must also pass a background check.

Hearing & Tinnitus Center

Most Humanitarian Practice
2015 National Award Sivantos Hearing Care
• 85% of our patients come from
physician and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company
• 2013 Best of Service Award –
Centennial/Englewood
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certified
Doctor of Audiology
Diocese Parishioner

• 2015 Better Business Bureau Torch
Award Winner

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

AUTO LOANS

Amazing Low Rate!

2.49

%
APR
*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
up to 60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today

90 days with no payments
and 3 years roadside
assistance when you purchase
an in-stock vehicle with AutoTrek
and finance it through Fidelis.1

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.49% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business
purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new,
pre-owned and refinanced vehicles July 1 - August 31, 2017.
1
Cannot be combined with any other offer, must mention at time of purchase, limit one per customer.
Vehicle must be financed using standard financing terms through Fidelis Catholic Federal Credit
Union. Offer valid July 1 - August 31, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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“My mom, the saint”
i
For more information on the
event, contact: Cindy Degitis at
cindy@bellanwc.org, 303-7894968 or Renee Birt at renee.birt@
archden.org, 303-715-3207.

BY THERESE BUSSEN

S

t. Gianna Beretta Molla, canonized in 2004 by St. John Paul
II, is heralded as a pro-life hero
because she gave up her life for her
unborn child — and now that child,
Gianna Emanuela Molla, is visiting
Denver next month to speak.
Gianna, 52, a geriatric doctor who
never married and spent most of her
life living with and caring for her father
until the end of his life, visits the U.S.
three to four times a year to speak about
her “saint-mom” and “her most worthy
spouse, my daddy.”
“She speaks on the call to holiness,
with her parents and their relationship,
and she says she wants to be worthy of
her holy parents,” said Mary Pat Jahner,
Gianna’s U.S. liaison and director of
St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in North
Dakota.
In addition to sharing about her
parents’ holy love story and the message of the Church for dignity of all
life, Gianna will also speak about her
project to create the St. Gianna Beretta
Molla International Center, which is
the restoration of the home her parents
originally lived in for pilgrims to visit.
Jahner, who describes her as a normally introverted woman, said Gianna

Gianna Emanuela Molla will
share her “saint-mom’s” story
is “always so gracious” with the people
she speaks with and meets on her U.S.
visits.
“She’s really a rockstar because
she just touches people’s hearts, and I
don’t think she knows how she impacts
people,” she said.
Last year at an event at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Shrine in La Crosse, WI,
over 1,000 people were in attendance,
according to Jahner.
During her Denver visit, Archbishop

International Pilgrim Statue of Fatima
September 17, 2017 ▪ 8:15am-7:30pm
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
September 18, 2017 ▪ 8:30am-8pm
Our Lady of Mount Carmel (Littleton)
September 19, 2017 ▪ 8:30am
Saint John Vianney Seminary (Denver)
September 20, 2017 ▪ 7:30am
Our Lady of Fatima (Lakewood)
Mass and Procession ▪ 8:15am
fatimacentennial.com

Samuel J. Aquila will celebrate Mass at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Northglenn on Sep. 3 at 11 a.m., with a
short reception following at 12:30 p.m.,
and Gianna giving a presentation at 2
p.m. The event is public and all are
encouraged to attend.
Jahner stressed the great opportunity to hear the saint’s daughter speak
and encouraged all to come.
“This is a huge opportunity, come
see her and meet her. She really shares

the story of this heroic family,” she said.
Following her public event at the
parish, Gianna will also meet with staff
at Bella Natural Women’s Care health
clinic in Denver, which specializes
in women’s fertility according to the
teachings of the Catholic Church and
has a chapel named after the saint.
Gianna is one of three living children
out of four from St. Gianna and her husband Pietro: Pierluigi, 60, and Laura, 58,
still live. Maria Zita, born after Pierluigi,
died just a few years after the saint died.
St. Gianna has one granddaughter from
her son, Pierluigi.
During the rest of the year, Gianna
visits with pilgrims and cares for her
parents’ home, which is itself a relic,
and enjoys sharing the beauty of her
parents’ relationship with the world as
an example that holiness can be found
in all vocations.
Her “saint-mom” is a modern example of what sainthood looks like, and an
attractive one at that, Jahner said.
“St. Gianna is a modern woman
and is a very attractive example as a
mother, wife and doctor,” she added.
“She lived a very full life, she loved the
outdoors and to hike, enjoyed painting
and loved having nice clothes. She just
shows us that holiness is attainable for
all vocations.”

Welcome, Sr. Faustina!

We are so excited to
have you back
at SPPS – this time
as principal!
May God bless you.
Love,

The students of
Sts. Peter Paul School
STS. PETER AND PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
3920 Pierce St., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 (303) 424-0402
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Lecture series renamed to
honor Saint John Paul II

2017 V OC A TIONS WA LK

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

2017-18 to focus on future of the Church

T

he annual Archbishop’s Lecture Series is back this year with
another lineup of nationally recognized speakers, but with a new name.
Now called the St. John Paul II Lecture Series, this season’s speaker series
will seek to address the larger topics currently facing our Church from a variety
of angles.
“The Lecture Series is being renamed
as we approach the 25th anniversary of
World Youth Day being held in Denver
in 1993, which was a spiritually pivotal
moment for the Archdiocese and the
Church in the United States. The St.
John Paul II Lecture Series is intended
to help recapture the evangelistic spirit
that animated the Holy Father and help
the people of the archdiocese launch into
mission,” said Dave Uebbing, chancellor
for the Archdiocese of Denver.
On Sept. 5, Alejandro Bermudez,
the executive director of Catholic News
Agency, will launch the season with a talk
addressing the significance of Hispanic
Catholics in the present and future of the
Catholic Church in the U.S.
The changing demographics are challenging our current paradigms regarding
how we consider the presence of Latinos in the U.S. The talk will consider the
growing Hispanic population in the U.S.
as an issue that needs to be seen beyond
the debate around immigration.
Bermudez is also the executive director of the ACI Group, which provides
Catholic news in Spanish, Portuguese,
Italian and German, and is part of the

10AM—1PM
ST. JOHN VIANNEY SEMINARY, DENVER

“

Pray for an increase

The St. John Paul
II Lecture Series is
intended to help recapture the
evangelistic spirit that animated
the Holy Father and help the
people of the archdiocese
launch into mission.”

in vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life

DAVE UEBBING
Chancellor for the
Archdiocese of Denver.

EWTN family. He is also host of the TV
weekly program “Cara a Cara” (Face to
Face) on EWTN en Español.
Bermudez is the translator and editor
for the English edition of Cardinal Bergoglio and Rabbi Scorka’s “On Heaven
and Earth” (Random House, 2013); he is
also author of “Francis our Brother, our
Friend,” (Ignatius Press 2013); and executive producer of the TV documentary
“Francis: The Pope from the New World.”
The St. John Paul II Lecture Series is
a quarterly event which features intellectually stimulating talks and time for
socializing with wine and appetizers
provided free of charge. Each event is
held in the refectory of St. John Vianney
Seminary at 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Wine and hors d’oeuvres are available
at 7 pm. The lecture begins at 7:30 pm.

LABOR DAY
WEEKEND

CIVIC CENTER PARK •
DOWNTOWN DENVER
FRI, SEP. 1 - MON, SEP. 4

34TH ANNUAL

OVER 50 RESTAURANTS
MAIN STAGE WITH NATIONAL ACTS
& ENTERTAINMENT ON 6 STAGES
OVER 275 ARTS & CRAFTS
MARKETPLACE BOOTHS
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES & MUSIC
CULINARY DEMONSTRATIONS
EDUCATIONAL & INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS
CARNIVAL RIDES & MORE

ATASTEOFCOLORADO.COM

Seating is limited. Please submit
your RSVP at archden.org/lecture.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Bell rings for first
time at new Catholic
classical academy
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

n air of anticipation and excitement greeted the students and
parents who walked through
the newly-opened doors of Frassati
Catholic Academy for the first day of
school Aug. 21.
The school, which adheres to the
classical model of education in its curriculum, marked the first new school
opening for the Archdiocese of Denver
since Our Lady of Loreto Catholic
School in 2012.
Located at 133rd Avenue and Colorado Boulevard in Thornton, the buzz
surrounding the new school has been
potent since it was announced nearly a
year ago, and as of the first day, nearly
170 students in grades pre-kindergarten through sixth were enrolled, with
more applications rolling in.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila dedicated and blessed the school building,
a vacant charter school that was purchased by the archdiocese last year.
As the school day began, students,
parents and teachers gathered in the
“chapel-teria” for morning prayer, led
by school principal Sara Alkayali.
“This has been so long in the making,
and it has finally come to fruition,”
Alkayali said. “Not only that, we’ve had
so many moments where we can tell
the Holy Spirit [has been] guiding us.”
The school was named for Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati by Archbishop
Aquila because of the great example he
is to young people. It is the first regional
school in the archdiocese, seeking to
serve those families that do not a have
a school attached to their parish, and
fills a need for a Catholic school in the
northern suburbs of Denver – an area
that is booming with growth and home
to an already-strong Catholic presence.
Frassati Catholic Academy seeks to

Total number of students
on the first day of school:

166

Grades served on
first day of school:

Preschool
3-year-olds
through
6th grade
Total number of solar
eclipse glasses distributed
and used by parents,
students, teachers,
administrators, a priest,
and an Archbishop:

200

Number of prayers said
as a Frassati community
on the first day of school:

too numerous
to count!

instill academic excellence in its students through the classical model of
education, which relies on three primary pillars: grammar, logic and rhetoric. The study of Latin, art and music
is also a crucial piece of the classical
tradition. The archdiocese sought to
open another classical school after Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic School implemented the classical model in 2011 and
experienced a drastic increase in student enrollment.
Alongside the classical curriculum,
what truly separates Frassati Catholic Academy from other K-8 schools in
the area is its Catholic identity. Local
priests will say a weekly Mass at the
school, while prayer and religious formation serve as the foundation for the
curriculum.
Archbishop Aquila explained to the
students what makes Frassati a different and special kind of school during the
blessing and dedication of the building.
“We’re able to talk about God and
help each one of you come to know and
love Jesus,” he said. “If we open our
hearts to him, Jesus helps us to become
the best person we can possibly become.
He desires for each one of us to be with
him forever in Heaven. Each one of you
has been created for Heaven.”
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(Far left) Each day, the entire student body of Frassati
Catholic Academy gathers together and starts the day with
prayer. An all-school Mass is celebrated every Friday by a
local area priest. Faith formation and prayer serve as the
foundation for Frassati’s classical curriculum.
photo by andreW WriGht |denver CatholiC

(Left, going clockwise) Frassatic Catholic Academy
principal Sara Alkayali greets a student as her mom drops
her oﬀ for first day of school. photo by JaSon WeinriCh | denver CatholiC
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila dedicated, prayed over and
blessed the new school building. photo by JaSon WeinriCh | denver CatholiC
Kindergarten teacher Daniele Buckley reads her students
a story on the first day of class. The classical curriculum at
Frassati Catholic Academy emphasizes the arts as a means
of educating students. photo by JaSon WeinriCh | denver CatholiC
Third grader John demonstrates how a solar eclipse works
using his hand as the moon and a clock on the wall as the
sun. Teachers used the occasion of the solar eclipse Aug. 21
as a teaching opportunity for their students.
photo by JaSon WeinriCh | denver CatholiC

Second grader Emily pays close attention in class.
photo by andreW WriGht | denver CatholiC
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CATECHIZING WITH JOY
BY THERESE BUSSEN

C

atechists have a unique call to
communicate the beauty of Christ
and his Church to students, and in
order to do so, must have encountered God
in their own relationship with him. This
fall, they’ll have an opportunity to cultivate
their relationship with God in retreats and
an eight-part formation series.
Organized by the Oﬃce of Evangelization and Family Life Ministries at the
Archdiocese of Denver, the retreat, with
four dates at four various locations, will
be based on the joyful mysteries. Two of
the retreats will be bi-lingual in partnership with Centro San Juan Diego.
According to Jared Staudt, catechetical formation specialist at the archdiocese, the retreat, “Catechizing with Joy:
A Retreat for Catechesis,” and the eightpart series, “The Art of Catechesis,” were
born out the recognition that “we need
more ongoing formation.”
“Put simply, you cannot give what you
do not have. The catechist has a unique
vocation of sharing the faith and this

“

Put
simply,
you cannot
give what you
do not have.
The catechist
has a unique
vocation of
sharing the
faith and this
vocation has to
be fostered.”
JARED STAUDT
Catechetical formation
specialist at the
archdiocese

C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S

DENVER CATHOLIC

BIBLICAL
SCHOOL
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

vocation has to be fostered,” he said.
“Catechists must develop a deeper life of
prayer, continue learning about the faith,
and live out the faith in their daily lives.”
The retreat and course aim to offer
an environment of encountering God,
Staudt said, along with practical teaching.
“The retreat uses the joyful mysteries to present catechesis as an encounter
with God. It visualizes catechesis with the
help of Our Lady, reﬂecting on how we
receive God’s message and grace and hand
them on to our children,” Staudt said.
“The course focuses on how to teach
catechesis, drawing upon the Catechism and the General Directory for
Catechesis,” he added. “Both the retreat
and course provide formation for our
catechists to grow in their relationship
with God and to learn to teach more
effectively.”
As an aid to the retreat and course,
Staudt developed a booklet, “Responding
to God’s Invitation: A Guide for Parents and
Catechists in Religious Education,” which
is broken into three main parts: God’s invitation to us, living out that response and

sharing our faith with children.
“The booklet helps parents and catechists to reﬂect on their relationship
with God and how they can help children
to develop a stronger relationship with
Him,” he said. “It includes Scripture readings, reﬂection questions and prayers to
lead the reader to respond to God’s invitation to share in His divine life. The fundamental premise of the book is that we
must have a strong relationship with God
in order to make the faith come alive for
our children. It looks at issues such as how
to pray, how to teach like God, and how
to live out what we learn in catechesis.”
The reward of having a personal
encounter with God is that the students
see the witness of the catechist and the
happiness and joy that comes from that
experience.
“Catechesis requires a living witness,”
Staudt concluded. “The catechist who
has accepted God’s truth and grace shows
children what it means to meet God and
be changed by Him. Catechists witness
the happiness and joy that come from a
life lived with and through God.”

C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S

CATECHETICAL
2017-2018
BIBLICAL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
LOCATIONS

DENVER
CATHOLIC
DENVER
CATHOLIC

ST. JOHN
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
LAY DIVISION
ST. VIANNEY
JOHN VIANNEY
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
LAY DIVISION

BIBLICAL SCHOOL:
Spirit of Christ, Arvada
Mondays, 9:45 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 14 and 28, 9:45 a.m.

St. Peter, Greeley
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 1 and 29, 6:30 p.m.

All Souls, Denver
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 14 and 28, 6:30 p.m.

Holy Name, Englewood
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 10 and 24, 9:00 a.m.

St. Louis, Louisville
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug 7 and 21, 6:30 pm

Immaculate Conception, Lafayette
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 3 and 31, 9:00 a.m.

St. Mark, Highlands Ranch
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 8 and 22, 9:00 a.m.

Ave Maria, Parker
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 10 and 31, 6:30 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Collins
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. AND Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 17, 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 29, 9:00 a.m.

St. Stephen, Glenwood Springs
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 17, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m.

St. Clare, Edwards
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 8 and 29, 6:30 p.m.

Retreat and course available
for catechists this fall

DENVER CATHOLIC

CATECHETICAL

SCHOOL

ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

THE LADDER OF ASCENT:

APOLOGETICS:

Previously, “Pillars”

Christ the King, Evergreen
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 21, 6:30 p.m.

Light of the World, Littleton
Mondays, 7:00 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 14 and 28, 7:00 p.m.
Our Lady of the Valley, Windsor
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 7 and 28, 9:30 a.m.
St. Mary, Greeley
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 8 and 22, 6:30 p.m.
Notre Dame, Denver
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 17 and 31, 7:00 p.m.

St. Gabriel, Colorado Springs
Mondays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 28, 9:00 a.m.
Christ on the Mountain, Lakewood
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 29, 6:30 p.m.
Queen of Peace, Aurora
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 22, 9:00 a.m.

ART OF LIVING:
CHURCH HISTORY:
John Paul II Center, Denver
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 1 and Sept. 5, 9:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Littleton
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 31, 9:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment + You must attend an Information Session before class begins.

For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions visit: sjvdenver.edu/biblicalschool or call: 303.715.3195

i
For
information
on the
dates
for the
retreat and
course, or
to register,
visit
archden.
org/eflm/
training.
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Walk for a neighbor in need
10th annual Friends of the
Poor walk to beneﬁt Society
of St. Vincent de Paul

BY AARON LAMBERT

F

The annual Friends of the Poor Walk benefits the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul so they can continue serving neighbors
in need. photo by anya SeMenoFF

ounded in France in the mid1800s, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has been humbly
serving the poor and needy for almost
200 years — yet few people are aware
of their existence.
“For being around for almost 200
years of existence, so many people
have no idea who we are and what we
do,” said Chris Strassburger, executive
director for the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul Denver Metro council.
In honor of St. Vincent de Paul’s
upcoming feast day, the local council
will join other Society of St. Vincent
de Paul councils around the nation in
hosting their annual Friends of the Poor
Walk Sept. 30 at Bishop Machebeuf
High School. It’s a short walk, only one
to two miles, and there is no registration
fee; patrons are simply asked to make a
donation as they’re able to.
All proceeds from the walk will
go toward helping those who come
knocking on one of the local society’s

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

Harry Stevenson
55 Years

24 conferences located around the city.
“The conferences are where all of
the help is provided,” Strassburger
explained. “When someone’s looking
for help, they contact the conference,
and the conference members do home
visits in pairs of two and find out what
their needs are.”
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
typically provides help to those who are
experiencing a temporary setback in
their lives. For example, if car troubles
prevent somebody from being able to
pay rent one month, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul exists to assist in those
kinds of situations.
Of course, their services aren’t just
limited to these temporary situations;
they also provide assistance to the
homeless around the city by paying for
a hotel for a few days, or even helping
homeless people who are transitioning
into a more permanent living situation
with deposits or furniture.
Last year, the local council offered a
total value of $2.5 million in services,
including 2,492 home visits and 40,495
volunteer hours that helped a total of
22,409 individuals. There are 483 volunteers, or Vincentians, who are part
of the local council.

i
Friends of
the Poor
Walk
Saturday,
Sept. 30
Bishop
Machebeuf High
School
Registration at
8:30 a.m.,
Walk at
9:30 a.m.
Preregister
online at
svdpden.
org.

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.
The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
For more than a century, Catholic families have
trusted Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care
for their loved ones because respect for traditions,
understanding the needs of the Catholic faith, and
providing affordable options is at the heart of
what we do.

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

Matt Whaley
30 Years

With more than a 85 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson and Matt Whale have
assisted families with care and compassion.
Their expertise combined with those who provide
professional services in 11 Olinger neighborhood
chapels is virtually unprecedented in serving the
Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
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Prot. N. 2017-0389 AB-A
OUR LADY OF THE PINES, CONIFER
Northern Boundary- North on Aspen
Way from the western border of Jefferson County to Forest Estates Road,
then east to South Brook Forest Road,
then east to Blue Creek Road, then east
to Lynx Lair Road, then east to Gary
Hawk Drive, then east to Berry Bush
Lane, then east to Road 73, then south
to North Turkey Creek Road, then east
to USH (U.S. Highway) 285, then east to
Latitude 39.6223 / Longitude -105.1951.
› Eastern Boundary- Follow the
foothills ridge from Latitude 39.6223
/ Longitude -105.1951 to the Jefferson
County Line, then follow the county line
to Jefferson County’s southern border.
Southern Boundary- The southern
border of Jefferson County.
Western Boundary- North on the
western Jefferson County Line from its
southern point to North Aspen Way.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0387 AB-A
CHRIST ON THE MOUNTAIN,
LAKEWOOD
Northern Boundary- East following the
northern boundary of William F. Hayden
Green Mountain Park from Interstate
70 to the western boundary of Union
Square, then north to USH (U.S. Highway)
6, then east to Union Boulevard.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Union
Boulevard from USH 6, continuing south
on South Union Boulevard to West
Jewell Avenue, then east to South Kipling
Boulevard, then south to USH 285.
Southern Boundary- West on USH
285 from South Kipling Boulevard to
CSH (Colorado State Highway) 8.
Western Boundary- North of CSH 8
from USH 285 to Morrison City Limit, east
to Bear Creek Avenue, then northwest
on Mount Vernon Avenue, then continue
north on Hogback Road, then continue
north on CSH 93 to Interstate 70, then
northeast to the northern boundary of
William F. Hayden Green Mountain Park.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0384 AB-A
SAINT JUDE, LAKEWOOD
Northern Boundary- East on USH
(U.S. Highway) 6 from Union Boulevard
to Wadsworth Boulevard.

Prot. N. 2017-0386 AB-A
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION,
CENTRAL CITY
The boundaries of St. Mary of the
Assumption are the same as the
boundaries of Gilpin County.

›

›

Prot. N. 2017-0383 AB-A
SAINT JOSEPH, GOLDEN
Northern Boundary- East on the
northern Jefferson County Line from
the western boundary to CSH (Colorado
State Highway 93).

›

Prot. N. 2017-0382 AB-A
OUR LADY OF FATIMA, LAKEWOOD
Northern Boundary- East on
Interstate 70 from CSH (Colorado State
Highway) 58 to Kipling Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Kipling
Street from Interstate 70 to West 26th
Avenue, then east to Garrison Street
then south to US Highway 6.
Southern Boundary- West on US
Highway 6 from Garrison Street to Coors
Street.
Western Boundary- North on Coors
Street from US Highway 6 to West 8th
Avenue, then west to Deframe Street,
then north to Colorado Mills Parkway,
then continue north to Interstate 70,
then continue north to CSH 58.

› Eastern Boundary- South CSH 93
from the northern Jefferson County
Line to West 66th Avenue, then east to
West 64th Avenue, then continue west
to McIntyre Parkway, then south to CSH
58 then east to Interstate 70, then south
to Colorado Mills Parkway, then continue
south to Deframe Street, then continue
south to West 8th Avenue, then east to
Coors Street, then South to U.S. Highway
6, then west to western edge of Union
Square, then south to northern edge of
William F. Hayden Green Mountain Park.
Southern Boundary- West on northern
edge of William F. Hayden Green
Mountain Park from the western edge of
Union Square to Interstate 70, then west
to western border of Jefferson County.
Western Boundary- North on the
Jefferson County Line from Interstate 70
to its northern limit.

›

WEST DEANERY:

Prot. N. 2017-0385 AB-A
SAINT PAUL, IDAHO SPRINGS
The boundaries of St. Paul are the same
as the boundaries of Clear Creek County.

Prot. N. 2017-0388 AB-A
CHRIST THE KING, EVERGREEN
Northern Boundary- East on
Interstate 70 from the western border
of Jefferson County to CSH (Colorado
State Highway) 93.
› Eastern Boundary- South on CSH 93
from Interstate 70, continue on Hogback
Road, then continue on Mount Vernon
Avenue, west on Bear Creek Avenue to the
Morrison City Limit, then continue south
on CSH 8 to USH (U.S. Highway) 285.
Southern Boundary- West on USH 285
from CSH 8 to North Turkey Creek Road,
then west to Road 73, then north to
Cragmont Drive, then west to Berry Bush
Lane, then west to Gary Hawk Drive, then
west to Lynx Lair Road, then west to Blue
Creek Road, then west to South Brook
Forest Road, then west to Forest Estates
Road, then south on Aspen Way to the
western border of Jefferson County.
Western Boundary- North on the
western Jefferson County Line from
Forest Estates Road to Interstate 70.

›

hereas a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful
stably constituted in a particular church” and is “to be territorial,
that is, one which includes all the Christian faithful of a certain territory” (cc. 515§1 and 518);
Whereas reevaluating and even redefining parish boundaries, from time
to time, is prudent in light of shifting demographics, civil boundaries, and the
need to minister more effectively to the Faithful;
Whereas canon 515 §2 states, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect,
suppress, or alter parishes”;
Whereas the Pastors of the affected parishes and the Pastors of neighboring
and/or affected parishes have been consulted, in accord with canon 50, and
consented;
Whereas the Presbyteral Council was consulted in accord with canon 515
§2;
I, the Archbishop of Denver, hereby modify the following parish boundaries so that, once this decree takes effect upon legitimate notification, the new
boundaries shall be as follows, everything to the contrary notwithstanding.

›

New parish boundaries
W

› Eastern Boundary- South on
Wadsworth Boulevard from USH 6 to
USH 285.
Southern Boundary- West on USH
285 from Wadsworth Boulevard to
South Kipling Parkway.
Western Boundary- North on South
Kipling Parkway from USH 285 to West
Jewell Avenue, then west to South Union
Boulevard, then continue north on Union
Boulevard to USH 6.

A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado

In Ipso Welcomes
Father Christ opher
Hellstrom!
Thank you, Archbishop Samuel Aquila, for appointing
Father Christopher Hellstrom for assisting In Ipso Inc. ministry.
To learn more about the ministry, please visit http://www.vitainipso.org

Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org
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Get Involved
SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER

St. John Paul II Lecture
Daughter of a Saint:
Series: Alejandro Bermudez Gianna Molla visits Denver
5 7 p.m., St. John
Vianney Seminary
Refectory, 1330 S.
Steele St., Denver,
RSVP. Alejandro
Bermudez, executive
director of ACI-Prensa,
kicks off the new
season of the St. John
Paul II Lecture Series.
He will address the
significance of Hispanic
Catholics in the present
and future of the
Catholic Church in the
U.S. and how
demographics are
challenging our current
paradigms regarding
how we consider the
presence of Latinos in
the US. Wine and hors
d’oeuvres are available
at 7 p.m. The lecture
begins at 7:30 p.m.
Seating is limited. RSVP
at archden.org/lecture.

SEPTEMBER
WAYS TO SERVE
6

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available

Child care at Samaritan
House, Tuesday evenings

Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support, assistance
with yardwork and
more. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Samaritan House is
looking for qualified
volunteers to help
provide supervision
in our playroom for
the children on our
family floor while their
parents complete
required classes at the
Samaritan House. To
volunteer as a tutor,
completion of Safe
Environment Training
and a background
check is a must.

Prison ministry
Catholic Jail/Prison
Ministry is in need
of volunteers for
youth detention
facilities. Must be
a fully-initiated,
practicing Catholic,
at least 21 years old
and able to pass a
back-ground check.
If interested, contact
Deacon Steve Vallero
at 303 722-4687.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

Catholic Medical
Association Conference

9/6 - 9/9, Sheraton
Downtown Denver, 1550
Court Pl., Denver, cost
varies. The National
Catholic Medical
Association annual
educational conference
is being held in Denver
this year. For more
information and to
register, visit cathmed.
org/events/annualeducational-conference/.

3 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn, free. Dr. Gianna
Emanuela Molla, daughter of
St. Gianna Beretta Molla, will
be in Denver to share the
story of her “Saint Mom.”
For information, contact:
Cindy Degitis at cindy@
bellanwc.org, 303-789-4968
or Renee Birt at renee.birt@
archden.org, 303-715-3207.
SEPTEMBER

Friends of the Poor Walk
30 8:30 a.m., Bishop Machebeuf
High School, 458 Uinta Way, Denver.
Come walk in the 10th annual Society
of St. Vincent de Paul Denver Metro
Council Friends of the Poor Walk. No
registration fees! Donate whatever
you can afford. Pre-register at
svdpden.org.

or Renee Law at
303-667-0650.
13
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2017 Serra Salute

6 p.m., Pinehurst
Country Club, 6255 W.
Qunicy Ave., Denver,
$100. The Serra Trust
Fund for Vocations
is hosting its annual
vocations dinner. This
year’s honoree is Father
Doug Grandon of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish.
To RSVP, call Lucy
Kane at 303-671-3012

EXALT at IHM

7 p.m., Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish, 11385
Grant Dr., Northglenn,
free. EXALT – Worship,
Word, Adoration. Join
IHM for their next EXALT
service, which combines
modern worship
music with a talk and
Eucharistic adoration.
All are welcome. Please
invite your friends!

Little Sisters of the Poor
100th Anniversary Gala

5 p.m., Denver Mariott
Tech Center, 4900 S,
Syracuse St, Denver,
$120. 1917-2017 Journey
with the Little Sisters
of the Poor at their
“Through the Decades”
themed 100th year
gala celebration. Come
dressed in your favorite
decade and enjoy
dinner and dancing to

the big band sound of
the “Colorado Swing
Cats.” All proceeds
to help our residents.
RSVP at dvdenver@
littlesistersofthepoor.org
or 303-433-7221 ext. 127.
21

Reboot! Live!

7 p.m., Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Rd., Foxfield,
$20. Reboot! Live! is
a fun, inspiring and
practical experience
for all (ages 12 and
up), of applying the
beauty and genius of
the Gospel to every
aspect of your life, from
prayer and spirituality, to
work, dating, marriage,
parenting, health and
more! Buy tickets at
reallifecatholic.com.
29

ENCOUNTER Retreat

9/29, 6 p.m. - 9/30, 5
p.m., Bonfils Hall, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver,
$25. ENCOUNTER

is a retreat that can
drastically impact your
life. Through worship,
teachings, personal
stories and prayer, you
will encounter the God
who comes to meet you
right where you are at in
life. To register for the
retreat, visit archden.
org/eflm/encounter.
OCTOBER
13

Fatima Consecration

7:30 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
and participating
parishes. Archbishop
Aquila to consecrate
the archdiocese to the
Immaculate Heart on
Fatima centerary. For
more info, visit archden.
org/heartofmary.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Serra Salute to honor Father Doug Grandon
The Serra Trust Fund for Vocations is holding its annual
Serra Salute dinner Sept. 8, and this year’s honoree is
Father Doug Grandon, parochial vicar at St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Denver. Studying to be a priest or entering consecrated life bring with them their fair share of
expenses, and the Serra Trust Fund provides financial
assistance to those in formation or discernment for the
priesthood or consecrated life so that such vocations are not lost due
to financial hardships. Proceeds raised from the dinner will benefit the
Serra Trust Fund to help seminarians or religious in need of financial aid.
Spots for the dinner are filling up quick, so be sure to RSVP!

Two Denver women make first
vows with Sisters of Life
Who says
vocations
to religious life
are dead?
The Sisters of Life
just added
ten more
women
to their
ranks,
who made
first vows
Aug. 3 in
Suffern, N.Y. What makes this even cooler is that two of them are from Denver!
Sister Mercy Marie (Kate Sweeney) worked at ENDOW and Sr. Therese Francesca (Teri Tolpa) studied at the St. Augustine Institute prior to entering the
Sisters of Life in September of 2014. Congratulations, Sister Mercy and Sister
Therese; pray for us! Pictured, from left to right: Sr. Jeanne Marie, SV; Sr.
Celeste Marie Therese, SV; Sr. Anastasia Chiara Luce, SV; Sr. Avelina Joseph,
SV; Sr. Lucia Christi, SV; Bishop John Barres of the Rockville Centre Diocese
(New York); Sr. Maria Frassati, SV; Sr. Theresa Francesca, SV; Sr. Gemma Grace
Mairie, SV; Sr. Mercy Marie, SV; Sr. Caroline Caritas, SV. photo provided

St. Joan of Arc couple remembered
for faithful service
The best love stories are the kind that can only
happen when God’s divine hand is involved and not
in the movies. John and Carol Mally were married
for 67 years and ran the House of Carmel Religious
Goods store in Wheat Ridge for years. They were a
beautiful testament to raising a faithfully Catholic
family and lived a simple, humble life. On July 30,
both were taken to the hospital due to medical emergencies. John passed away
on July 31, and Carol passed away just five days later, on Aug. 5. July 31 was a
significant date for the Mally family because they had lost a grandson 12 years
ago on that day, and Aug. 5 was a first Saturday, which was providential for Carol
considering she had attended first Saturday devotions for most of her life. A
double funeral was held for the couple Aug. 11, which is a rare occurrence, and
their children provided music for the Mass. The story of John and Carol Mally
just goes to show that even the simplest, most unextraordinary acts of faith do
not go unnoticed by Our Lord. Rest in peace, John and Carol. photo provided
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Perspectives

It’s a culture war, stupid

T

hose who persist in denying
that the Church is engaged in a
culture war, the combatants in
which are aptly called the “culture of
life” and the “culture of death,” might
ponder this
June blog
GEORGE post by my
WEIGEL summer
pastor
The Catholic Difference
in rural
George Weigel is a
Québec,
distinguished senior
Father Tim
fellow of the Ethics and
Moyle:
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
Tonight
I am preparing to celebrate a funeral
for someone (let’s call him “H” to
protect his privacy) who, while suﬀering from cancer, was admitted to the
hospital with an unrelated problem, a
bladder infection. H’s family had him
admitted to the hospital earlier in the
week under the assumption that the
doctors there would treat the infection
and then he would be able to return
home. To their shock and horror, they
discovered that the attending physician had indeed made the decision
NOT to treat the infection. When they
demanded that he change his course of
(in)action, he refused, stating that it

would be better if H died of this infection now rather than let cancer take its
course and kill him later. Despite their
demands and pleadings, the doctor
would not budge from his decision. In
fact he deliberately hastened H’s end
by ordering large amounts of morphine
“to control pain” which resulted in him
losing consciousness as his lungs ﬁlled
up with ﬂuid. In less than 24 hours, H
was dead.
Let me tell you a bit about H. He
was 63 years old. He leaves behind a
wife and two daughters who are both
currently working in universities
toward their undergraduate degrees.
We are not talking here about someone
who was advanced in years and rapidly
failing due to the exigencies of old age.
We are talking about a man who was
undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatments. We are talking about
a man who still held on to hope that
perhaps he might defy the odds long
enough to see his daughters graduate.
Evidently and tragically, in the eyes of
the physician tasked with providing the
care needed to beat back the infection,
that hope was not worth pursuing.
Again, let me make this point abundantly clear: It was the express desire

of both the patient and his spouse that
the doctor treat the infection. This
wish was ignored....
Canada’s vulnerability to the culture of death is exacerbated by Canada’s single-payer, i.e., state-funded
and state-run, health care system.
And the brutal fact is that it‘s more
“cost effective” to euthanize patients
than to treat secondary conditions
that could turn lethal (like H’s infection) or to provide palliative end-oflife care. Last year, when I asked a
leading Canadian Catholic opponent
of euthanasia why a rich country like
the “True North strong and free”
couldn’t provide palliative end-oflife care for all those with terminal
illnesses, relieving the fear of agonized and protracted dying that’s one
incentive for euthanasia, he told me
that only 30 percent of Canadians had
access to such care. When I asked why
the heck that was the case, he replied
that, despite assurances from governments both conservative and liberal
that they’d address this shameful situation, the financial calculus always
won out — from a utilitarian point of
view, euthanizing H and others like
him was the sounder public policy.

But in Canada, a mature democracy, that utilitarian calculus among
government bean-counters wouldn’t
survive for long if a similar, cold calculus was not at work in the souls of
too many citizens. And that is one
reason why the Church must engage
the culture war, not only in Canada
but in the United States and throughout the West: To warm chilled souls
and rebuild a civil society committed
to human dignity.
Then there is the civic reason. To
reduce a human being to an object
whose value is measured by “utility” is to destroy one of the building
blocks of the democratic order – the
moral truth that the American Declaration of Independence calls the
“inalienable” right to “life.” That
right is “inalienable” — which means
built-in, which means not a gift of the
state — because it reﬂects something
even more fundamental: The dignity
of the human person.
When we lose sight of that, we
are lost as a human community, and
democracy is lost. So the culture war
must be fought. And a Church that
takes social justice seriously must
fight it.

The Hunger Games of social media

T

he scenes at the Cornucopia
in The Hunger Games, both in
the books and films, are some
of most intensely violent parts of the
story, hard to read or watch.
Written by
THERESE
Suzanne
BUSSEN
Collins
and later
Therese Bussen writes
produced
for Denver Catholic and
into a
would probably beat you
four-part
in pop culture trivia.
film series,
the games set young contestants
against each other to fight to the death.
At the beginning of each of the games,
they all race to the center of the arena
toward the Cornucopia to compete for
weapons and other valuable supplies —
hacking each other down while the rest
of the country watches from screens.
The Capitol, the utopian city
where the wealthiest citizens live,
watches these violent games as entertainment, making sport of human life
and suffering.
This is just one scene of the

dystopian story that’s in the milieu of
some distant future in a fiction novel,
but it’s revealing about the way our
culture already is today.
Let’s look at the world of our media.
Earlier this year on Easter, Steve
Stephens drove around downtown
Cleveland, streaming himself on
Facebook Live, on what he said was a
mission to commit murder. It wasn’t
long before he found Robert Godwin
Sr., a 74-year-old man, and shot him
to death. Millions witnessed the
shooting over social media.
That’s just one example, albeit
extreme, of the world we live in. Our
entertainment has become one that
feeds off of the pain and even death of
others. Not unlike The Hunger Games.
None of us are immune — we breed
and feed off of negativity on social
media, and just about all of us are
guilty of it.
Look at the way we’re sharing stories to our social media feeds (sometimes from totally unreliable sources)
that have bogus headlines and get
everyone riled up in comments.

We forget we’re speaking to human
persons who deserve love and respect
when we comment in a social media
share, or even when we’re sending
feedback to an organization.
Look at the way we’re harboring
division in our hearts as a result of the
political divide, believing “the other
side” to be the one that’s the bad guy.
And maybe we treat people kindly in
person but forget that kindness online
when dealing with people we can’t see
— especially if we disagree with them.
These seemingly small encounters with people in comments or
stumbling across news that belittles
a fellow human feed us, and they
fester. We slowly start to believe the
speculations about the world we’re
constantly fed, and we form opinions
on things we actually know very little
proven facts about — especially when
it comes to the people around us.
Whether we want to admit it or
not, this negativity inﬂuences us and
can deform us. And in his message for
the 36th World Communications Day
in 2002, St. John Paul II agreed.

“The Internet offers extensive
knowledge, but it does not teach
values; and when values are disregarded, our very humanity is
demeaned and man easily loses sight
of his transcendent dignity,” he wrote.
“Despite its enormous potential for
good, some of the degrading and damaging ways in which the Internet can
be used are already obvious to all, and
[it should serve] the common good
and not become a source of harm.”
But it doesn’t have to be this way.
We have a choice.
Social media gives people a platform to speak, and most people talk
about the way the world is going
wrong in one way or another; but we
need to stop thinking that the problem is “out there.” There will always
be problems. The only real change
happens when we take a hard look at
ourselves and do something about
what we find there.
Stephen Covey, author of Seven
Habits of Highly Eﬀective People,
writes about the “Circle of Inﬂuence”
— the things that we have the power
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Bearing fruit by living your charism

I

n 2015, Sherry Weddell’s Forming
Intentional Disciples became the
Catholic book to read. Its simple
but powerful message focused ecclesial leaders on a fundamental but
overlooked
DR. R.
point: Jesus
JARED
called us to
STAUDT
make disciples and
The Catholic Reader
yet most
R. Jared Staudt, PhD, is
Catholics
a husband and father
in the pews
of six, the catechetical
had not yet
formation specialist for the
Archdiocese of Denver, a
made that
Benedictine oblate, prolific
writer, and insatiable reader. decision, let
alone led
others to it.
Weddell now asks us a fundamental
question for parishes today: “Where’s
the fruit?” It’s a question she asks
through her ministry, the St. Catherine
of Siena Institute, which points to an
effective way to allow God to bear fruit
in our lives — to discern and live our
charisms. In her new book Fruitful Discipleship: Living the Mission of Jesus in
the Church and the World (OSV, 2017),
she looks at the gifts God gives to all the
baptized to build up the Church. Most
Catholics, however, she notes, do not

even know what a charism is let alone
how to begin living theirs out.
The Christian life is not just about
our talents and efforts, but ﬂows more
fundamentally from the supernatural
work of God. Every baptized Christian
has supernatural gifts from God—
sanctifying grace, gifts of the Spirit,
infused virtues — including charisms.
Weddell defines charisms as “gifts
of the Holy Spirit” or “graces that
pass through you and me — with our
cooperation — to convey God’s truth,
beauty, provision, healing, and mercy
to someone else” (75). God does in
fact give charisms to all Christians,
though they are largely unrecognized.
Helping Catholics to recognize them
presents an essential task as “every
baptized person has a ‘totally unique
contribution’ to make to the Church’s
mission” (77, quoting St. John Paul II).
If we do not live out our charisms, we
will not see the fruit God intends in our
lives and parishes. Weddell challenges
us to rethink parish life and change its
culture. “We have observed over the
years that the cultural norm in place
in most parishes unintentionally suppresses and impedes the spiritual growth
and conversion of many” (214). Rather,

“we need to build a parish-literate band
of evangelizers whose primary work is
to help individuals and families become
mature disciples and fruit-bearing
apostles” (217). She notes that we have
to move from a maintenance mentality
that simply seeks to preserve the status
quo to a more dynamic model of helping
each Catholic accept their mission from
God to evangelize and serve.
Charisms are divided into three
major groups of charisms: Individual, founding, and hierarchical (86).
Founding charisms enable the beginning of new spiritual movements and
hierarchical charisms are given to the
clergy through ordination. She focuses,
therefore, on the individual charisms,
and through her Called & Gifted Workshops has identified a “working list of
charisms,” which includes: “Encouragement, helps, hospitality, mercy,
pastoring, evangelism, prophecy,
teaching, administration, leadership,
giving, service, celibacy, extraordinary
faith, missionary, voluntary poverty,
healing, intercessory prayer, knowledge, wisdom, craftsmanship, music,
writing” (78-79). These charisms may
be given in a temporary or abiding way.
The way to discover your charisms is

to be active in the life of the parish and
to work in the apostolate. Unlike other
spiritual gifts and graces, charisms are
directly ordered toward the good of
others. Charisms help us to serve effectively and must be discerned, as they
are gifts and not simply our own talents
or desires. When exercising them, there
will be a sense of God’s presence, a joy,
and also greater effectiveness in service. Weddell describes “the three signs
of a charism — your personal experience, your objective effectiveness for
the Kingdom of God and the positive
feedback of others, both direct and indirect,” which “should be consistently
present over time” (198). She notes that
even though she guides people through
inventories to get a sense of their gifts,
charisms are only discerned by acting
and discerning over time.
Just as Sherry Weddell challenged
us a few years ago to put making disciples at the forefront of our ministry in
the Church, now she helps us to understand that this work will only bear fruit
through the gifts given to us by God. If
we truly open ourselves to these gifts,
discern them, and practice them for
the good of others, we will see much
more fruit in our lives and parishes.

to affect. This is smaller than the
“Circle of Concern,” which encompasses everything we care about.
“The place to begin building any
relationship is inside ourselves,
inside our circle of inﬂuence, our
own character,” Covey says. “In our
personal lives, if we do not develop
our own self-awareness and become
responsible…we empower other
people and circumstances outside our
Circle of Inﬂuence to shape much of
our lives by default.”
This includes media.
So in a noisy world where media
and social networks are unlikely to
change, this is an opportunity for a
gut check: Will we consciously choose
to think about what we’re feeding
ourselves emotionally, spiritually and
mentally with media? Will we try to
think critically about what we read,
and form our opinions and responses
based in truth and charity? Will we lay
down our arms and stop picking sides?
Here’s how to rise above the
Hunger Games that is social media
and be a force of positivity instead:

ASK: What am I trying to
accomplish? Will sharing this article

online something that you would say
to someone’s face? If not, don’t say it.

that first and foremost, what you’re
hearing about involves people.
Media is a wonderful tool, so of
course, it’s not all bad. But in a constant stream of noise, we have to be
especially intentional about what we
read, hear and see — because what
goes into our hearts and minds does
inﬂuence us, for better or worse.
When we remember to set boundaries and consciously choose how to
respond, we are no longer at its mercy.
St. John Paul II said, “From this
galaxy of sight and sound will the
face of Christ emerge and the voice of
Christ be heard? For it is only when
his face is seen and his voice heard
that the world will know the glad
tidings of our redemption. This is the
purpose of evangelization. And this
is what will make the Internet a genuinely human space, for if there is no
room for Christ, there is no room for
man. Therefore, on this World Communications Day, I dare to summon
the whole Church bravely to cross
this new threshold, to put out into the
deep of the Net.”

or posting that comment benefit
anyone, or will it stir division? Is it to
seek validation? If it’s for a purpose
that’s centered toward our self, it’s
probably better to refrain.

ASK: Are there people I struggle
with? (Especially online.) What

are the thoughts I have about this
person? What does that say about my
own heart? How can I pray for this
person (or group of people) instead of
harboring negativity, or even foster a
relationship if possible?
ASK: What do I want? Often when
we are speaking on social media, we
are acting out of a deep desire for
change, which is good. But we won’t
change things on a media platform –
that’s not where it happens. Change
happens when we work on our own
hearts and then work with people
around us, face-to-face. Ask what your
desire is and then work toward it person-to-person, or in yourself.
ASK: Would I say this in front of
someone? Is what you’re about to say

REMEMBER: Do some research.

You’ve heard it before, but don’t
believe everything you read online. If
it’s from an outlet that’s not oﬃcial, if
it doesn’t cite claims or name sources,
if it’s from a blog — take it with a grain
of salt. Remember the bias of major
outlets, too; they all do it, so do some
critical thinking with everything you
hear. Research even ideas that oppose
yours – differing views shouldn’t
offend you or be seen as a threat to
your ideology. Instead, it’s an opportunity to enhance your ability to
listen and dialogue.
REMEMBER: Take a break. If media
is causing you to live in fear, anger or
bitterness, take a step away from it for
a while – even if it’s just a day. Taking
a break from social media especially
on a Sunday is a great way to rest on
the Sabbath. Social media is useful,
but not at the cost of your inner
peace.
REMEMBER: When you come
across tragedy, pray. Remember
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

