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E ARE making this Jast appeal to your faith, your
loyalty, your generosity. We are calling upon
the faithful of our diocese to lend their support
to the Seminary Crusade, whose purpose is to
build up a Seminary that will foster vocations and train
priests in sufficient numbers to carry on the work of
saving souls in this diocese. We are asking you to do
your share towards the $500,000 necessary to build
and endow the new and greater Seminary. It is the
first time in the history of the diocese that such an ap
peal has been made, and a like demand will not be
made during your lifetime. We feel that you are
anxious for the success of this undertaking and that
your anxiety for success will be the measure of your
generosity in giving. In the spirit of prayer and sacri
fice we exhort you to dedicate yourselves to this work
which, unless it be the work of all, will be a failure.
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Priests

By Rev. Matthew J. W. Smith
Editor, The Denver Catholic Register
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SEMINARY for the training of ecclesiastical students is like no other school
on earth. It stands apart. The glorious old Catholic Church, with the wisdom
of centuries and Divine guidance behind it, has built up a remarkable semin
ary system, and the number of failures among the Catholic priesthood, as a result
o f this strict seminary course, is smaller than among any other large body o f men on
the face of the earth.
St. Thomas’ Seminary, Denver, has existed for the better part of two decades.
It has been here long enough to have proved its worth. It has lived up to all that
is finest in the traditions of ecclesiastical schools. Its record deserves your commen
dation.
We need a seminary right here in Colorado. We are living in a missionary
diocese, where many of our priests must put up with difficult conditions, not sur
passed anywhere on earth. Outside the larger cities, most of the parishes of Colo
rado are on a strictly missionary basis. We can take you to towns where you will
find the priest living in what is little more than a shed behind his church, utterly
unable to hire a housekeeper, caring for a territory hundreds of square miles in size.
Every boy who studies for the priesthood of the Denver Diocese must stand
prepared, if necessary, to live the life of the frontier priest. Maybe he will be sent
to a well-organized city parish; maybe he will go to a town where he has to scratch
for the essentials of life and put up with hardships as great as those any priests on
earth must face.
Men, to be willing to face this, must be trained. They must be brought to
realize that they can expect little reward in the present life. They must live for eter
nity and be willing to undergo anything, even death itself, for the glory of God.
And this is one of the reasons why we need to train men right here in C o lo -'
rado. They must ponder well over what they are facing. It is true that there are
many priests trained elsewhere who have undergone these hardships, but we will
have more workers of their heroic calibre if we have a large local seminary.
The place to train priests for the W*est is in the West, and every Westerner
knows this. The work is more exacting under pioneer conditions.
We need a local seminary, also, to knit our priests together; to establish a
greater bond of unity. We want priests who know one another, love one another.
And we will promote this spirit through a local seminary.
The greatest friendships in a priest’s life are formed in seminary days. You
need this seminary. You need more priests. There is work, work, work God alone
knows how much work there is— with nobody to do it!
Help us procure workers! And when the day of reckoning comes, when you
stand before the Judgment Seat of Almighty God, everything you have done to help
us poor tools in the hands of the Carpenter of Nazareth will be charged to your
credit, pleading for you before that Christ who has promised that not even a cup
of cold water given in His name will go without its reward.

Larger Seminary Means More
Local Priests
By Kathleen Flynn Andrew
President, Denver Tabernacle Society
The will to co-operate in the material pre
paration for the Sacrifice o f the Altar and other
services o f the Church is accepted as an eloquent
expression o f the layman’s appreciation o f the gift
o f faith. The desire to draw close to Christ through
the sacrifice o f time and effort to place the in
struments o f worship in the hands o f His priests,
has built up a fiourishing Tabernacle society in
Denver. The fitting o f the altar for becoming wor
ship, the vesting o f the priest, the procuring o f
sacred vessels, menial services if performed in a
less worthy cause, become the privilege o f the
Catholic who understands how truly “ God has vis
ited His people.’ ’ The wonder is not that many
women o f Denver give their time to this work, but
that every Catholic woman is not contending for
the honor o f doing something.
The Seminary Crusade affords a passing op
portunity to do something even greater. It is a
chance to co-operate in the fashioning,'not o f per
ishable material into the mere instrument o f wor
ship, but o f an immortal soul into the image o f
Christ to receive the character o f “ Another Christ.’’
The Vincentian Fathers at S t Thomas’ Seminary
have worked quietly, but effectively, against terri
ble odds, fo r the upbuilding o f a body o f priests

trained in Colorado. For seventeen years they
have made no appeal for aid to the people o f Colo
rado, but now the diocese sees that this uphill
fight can not go on forever. More and more priests
are needed here, and the supply is far below the
demand. But the Vincentians can not appeal for
more students because they cannot accommodate
them. Larger buildings actually mean more priests
for Colorado, because experience proves that God
blesses his people with priests in return for their
generosity in educating and supporting them. The
boys who will be called to the priesthood as a re
ward fo r our generosity will be our own Colorado
boys, the people who will be brought into the fold
by these additional priests are our own Colorado
people.
!
The Seminary Crusade is our one chance to
help. Never before have the people o f Colorado
been appealed to in behalf o f the seminary. Never
again in our lifetime can the authorities foresee
such a campaign. Now is the time to sacrifice.
Here is our opportunity to make the blessings o f
the priesthood possible to increased numbers o f
Colorado boys. Not a member o f the Tabernacle
society, not a Catholic o f Colorado, we hope, will
fail to do his or her part.

A Greater St. Thomas
Seminary
By Very Rev. William P. Barr, C.M., D.D., Ph.D.
President, St. Thomas’ Seminary

present movement fo r the up
building of a Greater St. Thomas*
Seminary was bom of faith in the
future of Catholicity in Colorado and a
conscientious desire to obey the man
date which that faith seemed to impose.
he

T

When to the writer fell the task of
guiding the destinies of St. Thomas’ Sem
inary, he experienced the natural im
pulse felt by every man or woman who
believes that progress is the law of life
— ^the impulse to go forward. However,
before yielding to that impulse, even in
an initial way, he gave the matter ser
ious consideration and sought the coun
sel of those who by reason of age or
experience or record of achievement
seemed best qualified to speak with au
thority.
He was gratified to discover in all
quarters a strong conviction that the
time was ripe to launch a movement for
the upbuilding of a Seminary worthy of
the diocese and adequate to meet its
ever increasing needs; and he was as
sured that the faithful of Colorado would
heartily Second such a movement. When
to this was added the voice of authority
— the sanction o f him “ who is placed by
the Holy Spirit to rule over the Church
of God’’— whatever misgivings he may
have entertained vanished; Jie felt it his
simple duty to consecrate hfmself to this
work without stint.
The project, then, upon which we
are entering is but the expression of
honest purpose to do what we feel ought
to be done for the best interests of the
Church in Colorado. Having passed from
the status of a missionary diocese in law,
we are steadily and rapidly passing from
it in fact. It behooves us, therefore, to
plan for the future— not the remote fu
ture, but the future that will be em
braced by the next ten years— in order
that we may be prepared to meet the de
mands which the future will make upon
us.

W e are among those who believe that
Colorado can supply all the vocations
necessary to meet Colorado’s needs— an
ideal surely to be desiderated— provided
they are zealously and systematically
fostered. To the realization of this ideal
we pledge ourselves and we make bold
to prophesy that its realization is not
far removed— provided only the Cath
olics of Colorado lend their support to
this movement.

The program with which we go be
fore the Catholics of this diocese has
been well considered. We are moved
by no vain ambition to build for the sake
of building. On the contrary, knowing
full well that our resources must be
measured by the stint and sacrifice of a
generous people, we ask for what we
deem essential— ^that and nothing more.
And we feel a certain assurance that the
Catholics of Colorado will meet our ap
peal with a generous response.
This confidence is inspired in no
small degree by the record of achieve
ment to which we can point and a con
sciousness that those, to whom the
priests and people of Colorado have in
trusted the sacred task of training the
future pastors of their diocese, have
proven themselves not unworthy. The
history of St. Thomas’ Seminary has been
a history of self-sacrifice almost to the
point of heroism— ^though the writer can
lay no claim to the glory which attaches
to it. To the laity of the diocese this
history is comparatively unknown; but
the clergy know it and they have shown
their appreciation in the hearty co-oper
ation which they have given to this
movement.
Whatever be the final outcome of
the Crusade— and we feel little misgiv
ing as to its success— the writer can
never forget the kindness, the sympathy,
the encouragement he has received from
the Bishop and his brother priests of the
Denver Diocese, to whom he holds him
self eternally indebted.

PROPOSED SEMINARY
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The Need of Locally Educated
Priests ,
By Rev. David T. O’Dwyer
Pastor of St. Patrick’s Church, Denver
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T IS now years since America ceased
to be what is known as a missionary
country. Rome saw that the Church
in this country attained a vigorous adol
escence and extended to us that kind of
government which all the older Catholic
countries enjoy. The progress of the
Church in Colorado has kept pace well
with the churches in the more settled
communities elsewhere, and the last and
highest evidence of progress in any
church is the number of priests that
church gives to the world.
We in Colorado have been dependent
for a long time for priests on other dis
tricts in this country and on foreign coun
tries. Every priest we get represents a
certain capital— moral and material—
which we should endeavor to supply our
selves, because it is somewhat humiliat
ing to a church, justifiably proud of so
many activities and developments, to be
dependent for what is most essential in
its existence on outsiders.
Conditions in the European countries
which supplied so many of our priests
in the past do not promise in this post
war period to be favorable to that sur
plus of vocations which was our noble
and generous rescue in the past. Besides,
every priest who comes within our bor

ders has to live through a certain period
of adjustment to new conditions— has a
lot o f local knowledge to gain which is
necessary for the beat efforts of his min
istry, and their period of probation or
novitiate is, after all, time lost. Again,
the various misunderstandings and jeal
ousies that have resulted in such violent
opposition to the Church in this country
make it necessary to have a priesthood
thoroughly familiar with the character
of our opponents and the methods of
their attack. Finally, the normal human
being has a desire to live in his posterity
and there is in every devout Catholic
family something of a corresponding de
sire to have through their blood a con
tinuance of the priesthood o f Jesus
Christ. And, when the people of a dio
cese r e co ^ iz e that their Church is main
ly functioning through priests taken
from among them their personal interest
and pride in that church are thereby en
hanced and their spirit of loyalty to it
should be consequently strengthened. •
It is only in an enlarged seminary
such as the present Crusade contem
plates that the splendid Catholics of this
diocese will find their missionary zeal
properly expressed and their religious
needs adequately provided for.

What the Priest Means to You
By Mrs. M. J. O’Fallon
Grand Regent o f the Catholic Daughters o f America

L

(Editor’s Note: Mrs. O T sllon is the only
Colorado woman ever accorded the rare Papal dec
oration Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice).
Look back fifteen or sixteen years and we
see St. Thomas’ Seminary going up in the wilder
ness, otherwise prairie, and we wonder how the
priests and students will ever be able to live out
there and make the place home-like, but soon the
House o f the Good Shepherd is being built still
farther out, and we still wonder, and perhaps pity,
priests and sisters who have not had sense enough
to build close to town. Now, scenes have changed
— the House o f the Good Shepherd looks the part,
and is the cosiest convent in the city, and St.
Thomas’ has outgrown its swaddling clothes.
A new building is necessary to accommo
date the students who ask fo r admission from all
over the United States. We who love Denver and
its lovely climate have grown so accustomed to
sunshine that we forget what it is like to have
dark and gloomy days three hundred days in the
year.

what it is to be without them— yet it is a fact
that we have not e n o n ^ priests today. Go into
the mountains for a vacation; how hollow and
empty it is unless we are able to hear Mass on Sun
day. How good that Roman collar looks and how
disappointing when you find it enclosing a Meth
odist or Baptist neck. In our daily life we forget
how much we depend on o u r’priests— they are with
us at birth, and at death, and all the great events
in between. When sadness and bereavement are
cutting OUT hearts in two, as we see our beloved
one going to the Great Beyond, how consoling to
see the priest with the stole around his neck kneel
ing by the death-bed, holding the crucifix in his
hand and imparting the indulgence for the dying—
nothing in the world can compare with it or give us
the same consolation.
Our sisters are going forward by leaps and
bounds in the matter o f education and in some
orders today none may teach who have not a uni
versity degree. We cannot supply that education
for our priests without the proper and necessary
Vocations in the West have been few and
surroundings, good libraries, well ventilated school
far between. The old College o f the Sacred Heart,
rooms, bed rooms, corridors and recreation rooms.
now Regis, got most o f those. However, since our
Playgrounds are ncessary for young and
Holy Father, Pope Pius X, encouraged apd advised, old and while green grass, stately trees and cement
early and frequent Communion, vocations have
walks are not essential to our spiritual welfare,
grown more plentiful and I hope and pray that the
they add much to our happiness in this world; so
day may come in our own Colorado when every
God gn*ant that the day may soon come when we
Catholic family will have a priest or sister among
will see a new St. Thomas' large enough to accom
its members. We have grown so accustomed to
modate one hundred students and the requisite
priests in our midst that we can scarcely imagine
number o f teachers.

A Brief History of the
Seminary
By C. Melvin Johnson
In the spring o f 1907, Father John J , Martin, C.M., accompanied by two theological students
on the eve o f ordination, Robert Hennessy, C.M., and Francis B. Echery, C.M., arrived in Denver from
Perryville, Mo., to start building operation on the new seminary.

Plans were immediately drawn and the contracts for the seminary, on grounds that had been
purchased in the preceding year, were le t Father Martin was called to other work in Chicago and
his place'was taken by the Very Rev. Thomas Levan, C.M., D.D.

The initial cost o f the grounds, buildings and furnishings amounted to some $80,000, which was
borrowed on a first mortgage basis.

The income o f the seminary has never been sufficient, over and

above current expenses, to pay even the interest on this d ebt

This obligation was met each year, as

it came due, by the superiors of the Congregation o f the Mission at St. Mary’s Seminary, Perryville,
Mo.

A second mortgage contracted several years after the first in order to make certain necessary

repairs and which amounted to several thousand dollars was paid off by the authority and aid o f the
Superior General o f the community residing at Paris.

The seminary opened for the first time in October, 1908, with ten students and five professors.
The following year the enrollment totaled only nine and during the first ten years the average never
exceeded a dozen students.

On March 3, 1911, Dr. Levan was succeeded by Father J. J. Cronin, C.M., D.D., to whom the
clergy and people o f the West owe

an untold debt o f gratitude for the years o f patient labor, un

ceasing anxiety and self-effacing privation that fell to his lot as president o f the infant institution.

In September, 1917, the student enrollment totaled eighteen, and since that time is has
steadily increased.
tered.

In 1921 the capacity o f the house was reached, when thirty students were regis

In August, 1920, Dr. Cronin was succeeded by Father Wm. P. Barr, C.M., D.D., Ph.D., to
whose inspiration the present fair prospects for the future o f the seminary are chiefly due.

In August, 1922, Father Barr was succeeded by Father John Lavelle, C.M., whose adminis
tration, however, was cut short when he volunteered to head the band o f missionaries which set out
for China in January, 1923.

i I
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Father Lavelle’s successor was Father Wm. M. Brennan, C.M., J.C.D., to whom the seminary
owes much o f the influence it exerts at the present time.

With untiring zeal he pushed forward the

preliminary work connected with the Crusade that is about to start.

In August, 1924, he was re

lieved o f the presidency to devote his entire time to this great and needful work and Dr. Barr re
turned to fill the place that so imperatively needed bis personality and faith in the future. When
the campaign has been brought to a successful close it will be chiefly to him that honor will be due
for it was his enthusiastic foresight that first set the wheels in motion toward a bigger and better
St. Thomas.’
'

In the seventeen years o f its existence, the seminary has contributed to the education o f one
hundred and fifty-one ecclesiastics.

Of this number, sixty-five completed their education within her

walls and were ordained, while the rest, exclusive o f the twenty-five who are now studying there, were
graduated and ordained from seminaries in other dioceses after St. Thomas' had advanced them In
greater or less degree. The seminary maintains, at the present time, a teaching staff o f six professors
o f the highest ability in pedagogical science.

The Congregation o f the Mission, Western Province, with headquarters at Perryville, Mo., has
spent over $150,000 during the past seventeen years in educating the clerg^y o f this and other dioceses
without having once appealed for popular aid.

New Seminary Necessary to
Save Americanism
By John B. McGauran
Grand Knijfht, Denver Council, K. of C.
We of the Catholic faith, believing that the

others in behalf o f this most worthy cause is the

one holy apostolic and universal Church is divinely

best and most efficient work that the lay members
of the Church can possibly do to oppose the igno

commissioned, should not allow ourselves to become
We must remember that

rance, and the bigotry bom o f ignorance, and all

in human affairs God works through human chan

the uncivilizing influences that would destroy Amer

nels and by means o f human implements. Although

ican homes and trample down the safeguards to

God gives the increase, some Paul must plant and

purity, character and ideals without which our gov

some Apollo water.

ernment, our free institutions and human rights

happy-go-lucky optimists.

Had it been otherwise, Eng

land, Sweden, Prussia and certain parts o f the

cannot survive.

new world would riever have been lost to the
Church.

America.

In the West more than in any other section
of the United States, except the South, many thou
sands have been lost to the Church because the
children o f Catholic pioneers were without priests
to minister to them.

It is a lamentable fact that

The Catholic Church must save

The eternal

truths set forth

in the

Declaration of Independence— all o f them based
on the Decalogue and the Democracy o f the Beati
tudes— were preserved to us through ages o f pagan
barbarity by that Church “ the household all em
bracing,” that taught savage men to love, not to
hate, one another.

among people whose ancestors were Catholics wo

“ Blest thy children, mighty mother!

find the most ignorance about our holy religion.

Safe the stranger at thy hearth!

Ignorance begets hatred and intolerance.

Hers the truth whose fruit is freedom ;
Light her yoke, her burden sweet!”

This unfortunate condition so readily appar
ent where earlier settlements were made in the
South is less evident in the West only because of
its more recent development.

Yet almost any one

that has lived in a western state for a number of

There are souls crying out to us now, and
visioning the future, the souls o f those unborn plead
with us to save them from the destroying waves of
immorality.

years will recall many instances o f whole families
that have been altogether lost to the Chur.ch or

evangel o f ligh t

else have become careless and indifferent, largely
due to the fact that they live in communities where
a priest is seldom or never seen.

The elder gen

eration may retain a little o f the tradition o f the

Today, as in the ages gone, there are

souls to be saved. Every generation most have its
Pure women and noble men in

other times wrought and sacrificed and died that
we might have the faith.

If those who have gone

before us had made no effort, this wondrous Church

faith handed down from the Apostles, but we can
not expect them to transmit it in full vigor to their
posterity where the sacraments are not conferred,
the Holy Sacrifice o f the Mass never witnessed and
the words of eternal life never preached to them.

“ as old as Christianity and as universal as man
kind” would not be today, after twenty centuries
of time, »

fresh and vigorous and as fruitful as

on the day when the Pentecostal fires were show
ered upon the first seminary whence the first priests
went forth in the sacred name o f Him who had

Not alone in remote country districts and

come “ to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim

mining camps but in our constantly-growing' cities

liberty to the captives and the opening o f a prison

and towns is there urgent need o f priests.

to them that are bound.”

Just as

there is an ever increasing need of surgeons, physi
cians, teachers and mechanics to minister to the
physical wants o f men, so even more necessary is
it that we provide for the education o f those who
are to break the Bread o f Life to starving souls
and teach the higher and nobler truths upon which
civilization, social order, morality and liberty de
pend.

The gospel, “ the glad tidings,” which have

been carried down the ages from Christ and His
apostles must have new teachers in every genera
tion.
We may become partakers in the great work

Again the Huns and the Vandals are at the
gates.

The Church that saved the liberties- of

mankind by “ confronting hostile kings with the
same spirit with which she confronted Attila” must
have seminaries to furnish leaders that will help
to fight a more momentous battle against the less
crude but worse barbarians o f today.

St. Thomas’

Seminary has already proved its usefulness in pro
viding the Church in the West with many zealous
and devoted servants o f God.

In what better way

can we show our appreciation than by helping to
extend its sphere o f usefulness?

Can we attest

of apostleship and evangelization by responding to

in a more practical and effective manner our belief

the appeal fo r funds to build an enlarged diocesan

in God and in the prayer taught us by our Divine
Master: “ Thy Kingdom come.”

seminary.

To work to that end and to encourage
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A Glimpse of the Senior
Theology Hall
Provided for by the generous grift of Mr.
and Mrs. William P. McPhee— one o f the
two larger class rooms.
The Junior Theology Hall and the
Senior and Junior Philosophy Halls have
not yet been donated.
The names of donors will be inscribed
over the entrance o f these class rooms.
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Faculty Chapel
Donated by the Sisters and Students of
Loretto Heights College and Academy.
This gift was the first substantial con
tribution to the Seminary Crusade.
A Consulting Library and a Recreation
Room for the professors are still to b^
provided for.

FACULTY CHAPEL

C T 3
Student’s Living Room
There will be one hundred such rooms
in the New Seminary.
It is hoped that these rooms will be
provided by the generosity o f Colorado
Catholics.
Like the other units of the building
these rooms will bear the names of the
donors.
n ■
STUDENT’ S ROOM

lr-=

Assembly Hall
A very important and necessary unit.
Herein are held those exercises, liter
ary and academic, which contribute so
largely to the cultural formation of the
future priest.
3 »,

The Assembly Hall will be named after
the donor.

ASSEMBLY HALL
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