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‘COD WILLS IT’ AND BENCE
WE SHOBLD ERECT CHAPEL

NEW PDRPOSE OF CRUSADE
IS ID CONSTRUCT CHAPEL
AND REFECTORY AT SEMNARY

Head of Diocese Tells Why Crasade Is
Being Held

Fitting Temple Badly Needed at Priests’
Training School

(DIOCESE OF DENVER)
To Our Clergy and Laity, Greeting:

The people of the Denver diocese, em
bracing the State of Colorado, are asked in the
St. Thomas’ Seminary Chapel Crusade to sub
scribe funds for the erection of a chapel, a
dining-hall, and a kitchen at the seminary. At
New Residence Hall and Tihen Memorial Tower at St. Thomas’ seminary— built and paid
least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars
for by you!
<
*
will be needed for this building program.
In
addition, it is hoped to get a good-sized sum for
the endowment of the seminary.
The seminary is the school where men are
educated for the work of the Catholic priest
hood. Everybody knows that the proper train
ing of seminarians is the most important work
in the Church.
On its success depends the
The Rt. Reverend Bishop, the rector and oflBcers of the
success of the Church at large.
If priests are
seminary, and all those connected with the Seminary Crusade
have witnessed many touching examples of heroic self-sacri
not well educated, both mentally and morally,
fice on the part of those who are contributing toward the
the Church cannot possibly succeed.
“ Like
seminary building fund.
leader, like people.”
In the Crusade's letter files one will read of widows with
large families asking for an extension of time on their pledge
The Catholic people of Colorado have
but neyer asking to be relieved of their obligations and only
subscribed generously towards the erection of i
begging for prayers that God will soon grant them the means
the new Residence Hall at St. Thomas’ Sem
to meet their obligations.
Men with families, out of employment; shopgirls; farmers
inary.
The result of their efforts is that the
who have suffered total losses on their crops; a widower with St, Thomas’ Has Had
school
today
has an enrollment almost four
several sick children— all have written in expressing their in
Hard
Struggle
But
times what it had before the new Residence Hall
terest in the seminary, telling of their sorrow at not being able
to meet their pledges immediately, but in every case they
Has Seen Glorious
was occupied just three years ago.
promise, with fiod’s help, to contribute towards the seminary
But the job is not yet completed. The
Future Ahead
as soon as it is humanly possible.
very heart of the seminary is its chapel.
A
An especially touching sight that has come to the notice
“ FAITH AND COURAGE!”
of the Rector of the seminary, is that of an old Negro who
chapel
must
be
erected
if
St.
Thomas’
is
ade
has just completed paying' off his $50 pledge. This generous" ' As one reviews the history
soul, who is an ash-hauler, and his paralytic wife must have of St. Thomas’ Seminary these quately to fulfill its destiny.

GOD WILLS IT
Convinced of the truth contained in these
words a zealous clergy and a devoted laity de
cided a few years ago upon a Crusade for a New
St. Thomas' Seminary.
The results of that
undertaking far surpassed the expectations of
its most sanguine supporters. No tax or assess
ment was imposed upon parishes or individuals.
All subscriptions and payments were voluntary,
prompted by the faith and piety of the con
tributors. The closing appeal of the Crusade,
like the opening, is for voluntary contributions
and subscriptions, a call for volunteers— ^not a
draft.
God willed it. • He brought about the
surprising and gratifying result through His
faithful and loving children.
He will be with
us still.
THE WEST NEEDS IT
Not only our own diocese but the entire
West makes the appeal for a seminary capable
of training the God-chosen young men who as
priests are to bring the ministrations and bless
ings of religion to the men and women and
children of the West.
No Christian ever re
peats the question first asked by the murderer>
Cain: “ Am I my brother’s keeper?” We do
words and all the depth of
try to carry out that old fundamental law of made tremendous sacrifices of even the necessities of life, so as two
to be able to make weekly payments towards his contribution. meaning which they connote
right living: “ Love thy neighbor.” There is
These glimpses behind the scenes at the Crusade office are impress themselves upon you.
St. Thomas’ seminary was established
{no. simpler nor more effective way of demonstrat- particularly interesting at this time because there are instances The building of St. Thomas’
seminary and the conducting twenty-one years ago.
on
record,
too,
of
people
in
known
moderate
circumstances
A substantial, but
ling that love than by bringing the knowledge
who have either refused to fulfill their pledges or have never of it up to the present time
land practice of religion to those not yet within answered the inquiries directed to them.
required much of that super comparatively small, building was erected at
natural faith which is given that time.
This building is still in use, together ,
the fold and the ministration of sacrifice and
Some of the letters on file in Crusade office follow :
only to those who work for
sacraments to those who are of the household
November 20, 1925
the glory of God; while the with the new Residence Hall. The old structure
Rt.
Rev.
Bishop:
courage o f the Bishops, priests, is used for lecture hall purposes and also for
of the faith. No priest, no sacrifice, no sacra
Your communication concerning St. Thomas’ seminary and people in helping the sem housing some o f ‘the students.
The temporaiy
ments, no Gospel.
No seminary— no priests. fund received. I will say that I am with all my heart in full inary to carry on its divine mis
This
!Priests and people recall in grateful remem- accord with that movement and will do all that I can to help sion for the past two decades chapel of the seminary is located in it.
has
been
the
courage
of
pio
make
it
a
success.
I
am
fully
confident
that
by
the
end
of
chapel is frightfully crowded at the present
jbrance the hearty and gracious interest which
January I will have my stipulation paid in full, which, when neers!
time.
It is simply unthinkable that it can be
lour gloriously - reigning Holy Father— whom done, will give me the greatest satisfaction.
Many years ago Bishop
permitted
to continue as the regular seminaiy
God lon g, preserve — manifested in favor of
And if there should be need of any further assistance, I Machebeuf, the first Bishop
the project and the blessing he gave to all its will consider it a favor to be able to help along the good work. of Denver, must have en- chapel.
(Continued on Page 2)
(Continued on Page 2)
promoters and helpers.
His august repre
sentative, who honored the seminary by a
A seminary chapel must be a commodious
personal visit a year ago, expressed his pleasure
place.
One of the glories of the Catholic
at what has been accomplished and urged con
Church is her magnificent ritual.
The semi
tinuation.
narian
must
be
given
training
in
this
liturgy
and
The West needs St. Thomas’ seminary.
an apprecation of its wonders.
A seminary
OUR CATHOLIC PEOPLE PROVIDE IT
chapel ought not to be second even to a Cathe
God wishes all men to be saved. The
dral in the magnificence of its feast-day cele
ordinary and general way of salvation is-that
brations. The sanctuary ought to be big
I of His revelation and of the mediatorship of
enough to hold large numbers of officiating
Jesus Christ.
clergymen.
The chapel ought to be a conse
Salvation, the Savior, Religion, Church,
crated church— one free from debt and so
' Sacrifice, Sacrament, Gospel, Priesthood. Such
glorious in architecture and so large in size that
, in brief is, the belief of the Catholic. , To him
it would be certain it would never be used for
all these are Divipely instituted means to bring
anything except Catholic worship. St. Thomas’,
about his well-being and salvation. It is the
for this reason, must be given a chapel in keep
; deep conviction of our Catholic people that the
ing with Catholic strivings and traditions.
■priesthood is essential to their well-being and
their salvation, which urges them to bring the
j financial sacrifice necessary for the long years
Another reason for having a large seminary
' of training on the part of the candidates and for
a home in which this training is given. Divine
chapel is the opportunity it gives for training in
sacred oratory.
Real oratory can hardly be
Providence will operate through His faithtaught in' cramped quarters. In order to give
and priesthood-loving people.
Our Catholic
the student confidence, in order to bring home
people will provide a seminaiy complete and
to him the need of proper vocal training so that
I fully equipped for its God-assigned task.
his voice will carry, in order to give him the
i A COMPLETED SEMINARY REWARDS
thrill that comes only, when one speaks in a
I
HEROIC SACRIFICES OF PRIESTS
massive church, the'seminary must have a real
!
AND PEOPLE
chapel.
The end crowns the work so generously
St. Thomas’ has always given great atten
begun.
The dedication sermon contained the
tion to oratory. A man whp makes his course
pregnant sentence: “ The heart of the seminary
J. B. Benedict, architect of St. Thomas’ seminary, has just completed the sketch of the there always comes out a competent speaker,
i building is the chapel.” The closing appeal of
new Chapel, showing a perspective of the Chapel as well as the Tihen Memorial Tower and ■\^ile to a certain extent eloquence is a gift,
I the Seminary Crusade is for funds to construct the
Residence Hall. The Memorial Tower and Residence Hall are already completed and
I the chapel. Catholics love the glory of God’s paid for. The Chapel will be erected with funds subscribed by the Catholic people of Colo nevertheless proper training probably has more

Ash-Hauler with Paralytic Wife Makes
$50 Pledge to Seminary and Pays All

Seminary’s Story
Up to Now Epic
of Deep Courage

I

Present Chapel Far Too Small

Why Large Chapel Is Needed

How Chapel at St. Thomas’ Seminary Will Look

L

Where Sacred Orators Are Trained

-
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rado in September and October of this year.
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PEOPLE ilNSWERED (AIL FOR
NEff SEMINARY RDILDING AS
(HANEE TO PROVE FAITH

Student List Shows Seminary is One
of Colorado’s Truly National Institutions
Two archdioceses and twenty-one dioceses are represented
in this year’s record enrollment at St. Thomas’ seininary.
Seventy-five students had enrolled by September 13, and sev
eral more are exipected to arrive. The seminary feels certain
of ininety this tern.
The archdioceses represented are Santa Fe, which has
three students here, and San Francisco which has two students.
Denver lea<iB the list of dioceses with an enrollment of
twenty-four seminarians. The Diocese of Monterey-Fresno
has six students here and that of Springfield, 111., five. The
Dwcese of Lincoln, Nebr., has three young men studying here
arid the following each have two students: Amarillo, Texas;
St* Joseph, Missouri; Che3^nne, Wyoming; Los Angeles, Cal
ifornia, and Wichita, Kansas. The following dioceses each have
©rie seminarian ht St. Thomas’ : Boise City, Idaho; Portland,
Oregon; St. Augustine, Florida; Detroit, Michigan; La Crosse,
Wisconsin; Belleville, 111.; Burlington, Vermont; Alexandria,
Louisiana; Peoria, Illinois; Leavenworth, Kansas; Dallas,
Texas, and Sacramento, California. Ten of the seminarians
have been “ adopted” by no dioceses as yet. •
The list of students follow s:

Mr. Joseph Nolles.... ....................Diocese of Springfield, 111.
Mr. Raymond Daly.... .............. „...Archdiocese of SanFrancisco
Mr. Patrick Gleason......................Diocese of Monterey-Fresno
Mr. John C. Van de Gaer..............Diocese of Alexandria, La.
FIRST THEOLOGY CLASS
Mr. Damon McCaddon.... - ...........Diocese of Denver
Mr. Leo Morgan............................ Diocese of Cheyenne
Mr. Omer Fulton............................Diocese of Peoria
Mr. Edward Haskins......................Diocese of Monterey-Fresno
Mr. John Shuman........................... Diocese of St. Joseph
Mr. Daniel Bellefontaine...............Diocese of Los Angeles
Mr. Thomas Tirado....”....................Diocese of Springfield, 111.
Mr. Paul Slattery............................................................................
Mr. Harold Goodwin....................Diocese of Monterey-Fresno
Mr. Francis Hubbard.... ........
Diocese of Leavenworth
Mr. Vincent Heraty..................... „Diocese of Springfield, HI.
Mr. Thomas Taafee........................Diocese of Dallas
Mr. Aloysius Schmitz.......................... ...........................................
Frater Constantine Fink, O.F.M„.....................................................
Mr. Frederick Kimmett.... ..........Diocese of Cheyenne
Mr. Edward O’Neill........................................................................
Mr. Thomas Daly............................................................................

FOURTH THEOLOGY. CLASS
Rev. Mr. Joseph Kenney............... Archdiocese of San Francisco
Mr. William Coyne........................Diocese of Denver
Mr. Eugene O’Sullivan..................Diocese of Denver
Mr. John Paukstis, C.C.J......... ......................................................
Mr. Hubert Newell.... ................... Diocese of Denver
M!t . James Daly.... ........................ Diocese of Amarillo
Mr. James Garvey........................... Diocese of St. Joseph

SECOND PHILOSOPHY CLASS
Mr. Roy Breen................................. Diocese of Denver
Mr. James Kelly.................
....Diocese of Denver
Mr. James Dessert........................Diocese of Los Angeles
Mr. Walter Canavan...................... Diocese of Denver
Mr.Clarence Riordan.................... Diocese of Lincoln
Mr. Thomas Lynch...... .................Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Mr. Cyril Arthaud..........................Diocese of Lincoln
Mr. Harry Warner........................Diocese of Springfield, HI.
Mr. Peter White...........................Diocese of Monterey-Fresno
Mr. Salvadore Flory...................... ...............................................
Mr. Thomas O’Shea.... .................................................. ................

THIRD THEOLOGY CLASS
Mr. Clarence Kessler....................Diocese of Denver
Mr. John W ogan'
.......... — ..Diocese of Denver
Mr. Philip Cassidy........................Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Mr. George Marmon....................... Diocese of Boise City
FIRST PHILOSOPHY CLASS
Mr. Michael Fleming.... - ..............Diocese o f Portland, Ore.
Mr. John Kelly.............................. Diocese of Denver
Mr. Albert Dundas.........................Diocese
of Monterey-Fresno
Mr. Terence Curran......................Diocese of Denver
Mr. James Cann.................
Diocese of St. Augustine,Fla. Mr. John Cavanaugh....................Diocese of Denver
Mr. Thompson Marcero.................Diocese of Detroit
Mr. Anthony Gerrity............................. .................................
Mr. George Windsor.......................Diocese of Sprin^teld, HI.
Mr. Lawrence Farrell....................Diocese of Sacramento
Mr. Leo Dufour............................... Diocese of Amarillo
Mr. James Dowling.................... .....Diocese
of Monterey-Fresno SECOND COLLEGE CLASS
Mr. Ambrose MacDonald.............. Diocese of La Crosse, Wis.
Mr. Forrest Barker........................Diocese of Wichita
Mr. Martin Grabrian......................Diocese of Denver '
SECOND THEOLOGY CLASS
Mr. Francis Pettit..........................Diocese of Denver
Mr. Emmett McCann..................................................................... Mr. Elmer Griebel.....................-...Diocese of Denver
Mr. Henry Ford ..............
Diocese of Denver
Mr. Eugene Pajokowaki................Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Mr. Barry. Wogan...........
Diocese of Denver
Mr. William Orr............................Diocese of Denver
..Diocese of Denver
Mr. William Kelly.............
Mr. Elmore Moore.......................... Diocese of Denver
FIRST COLLEGE CLASS
Mr. Anthony Elzi........... - ..... Diocese of Denver
Mr, Maurice Helmann.................. Diocese of Lincoln
Mr. Oscar Vogel................... Diocese of Wichita
Mr. Raymond Newell.................... Diocese of Denver
Mr. Vincent Tlkuisis...................... Diocese of Belleville, 111.
i Mr. Edward Krasovich..................Diocese of Denver
Mr. William Fox...... ..................... Diocese of Burlington, Vt.
Mr. Paul P. Judge..........................Diocese of Denver

Ash-Hauler With Paralytic Wife Makes
$ 5 0 Pledge to Seminary and Pays All
December 1, 1925
(Continued from Page 1)
With many thanks for the opportunity to help, even in a small Bishop Tihen:
■vVay, such a worthy cause, I remain
In response to your recent communication, I wish fo say
Your very humble servant,
that I am heartily sorry we have not been able to make our
payments as we wished to, but please believe me to be sin
cere when I say I am behind your enterprise— heart and soul,
and only sickness and unemployment have kept us back. Our
December 29, 1925
pledges will be kept if it takes the whole five years to do it in.
Dear Rt. Rev. Bishop Tihen:
If God will only give us health and work we will do the rest.
I want to send my change of address and also state that Until I can do what I wish to in money, I will give you prayers.
Respectfully,
I: pledged ?500 toward the seminary; I made a payment of
A Widow and Family.
$26 and have not been able to pay any more since, but towards
spring I will make a very good payment and continue to do so
September 25, 1926
periodically until I’ve paid all. Like a great many others, I
Dear
Father:
have had bad luck, but God helps us through! ,You can count
I am v e ^ sorry not to have sent this payment before. But
dn me more in.the future.
it seems we just couldn’t meet it before— and with it all I had
the misfortune of losing my dear husband, and I know, he
January 6, 1928
wanted this sent just the same.
Dear Father Brennan:
Yours truly,
I am exceedingly sorry to be so far behind in my pledge.
But I can’t do anything at the present time; I have five chil
October 10, 1925
dren to care for and I just haven’t any money at present.
St.
Thomas’
Seminary
Crusade,
However, just as soon as I can send you a payment I will
do 80, and I shall redeem my pledge in full. Am sorry to 301 American Nat’l. Bank Bldg., Denver.
Dear Sirs:
keep you waiting.
In reply to the notice I received from you regarding the
.Thanking you for your kind wishes, I am
payment
of $10 which was due August 8, will say that on
Sincerely yours.
account of not being able to raise a crop this season— on ac
count of the shortage of water, I will not be able to make the
above payment at this time as I have to work out to earn in
June 22, 1925
terest and taxes on the place. However, just as soon as I pos
Rev; W. P. Barr,
sibly can, I will send you the money as I am more than anxious
St. Thomas’ Seminary.
to help you in your important undertaking.
Dep.r Rev. Father:
Yours truly,
Your letter of recent date at hand with regard to our pay
ments for the Seminary Crusade. My son, who is my sole sup
port, has been out of work for some time, but thank God, he
April 22, 1925
is now working, but at this writing we are unable to say when Seminary Crusade:
we can make payments. But with God’s help we soon will be
I have been in Arizona on the sick list for the past three
able to keep our pledge in this great work; we will at all times months and could not contribute. Am at work again and will
try to do our part.
contribute $25, ten of which I am sending now and will send
Yours very sincerely,
$15 next month. If-all goes well I will give more.
Sincerely yours,

Colorado Was Undergoing Trying Times
When Crusade Was Opened
Father W. M. Brennan
St. Thomas’ seminary is ex
tremely fortunate in its presi
dent. Scholarly, saintly, de
voted to his work with an in
tensity that is an inspiration to
all who know him. Father
Brennan richly deserves the
personal tribute that will be
paid to him in the successful
completion of the Seminary
Chapel Crusade.— Editor, The
Register.
i
SEMINARY HISTORY
ONE OF COURAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

visioned the time when the
Denver and Colorado of his
day would grow into a thriv
ing metropolis and a wellpopulated state dotted with
Catholic churches and parish
schools; and it must have filled
his pioneer heart with a great
joy to believe that not many
decades after his work was fin
ished this diocese which he
loved so well would have its
own seminary and that its peo
ple would be served by a na
tive clergy.
Two great steps have been
taken towards the fulfillment
of the vision of the First Bishop
o f Denver; the diocesan sem
inary for -which he hoped was
opened in 1908. Its capacity
was increased by the addition

House eveiTwhere. It is the wish of our priests
and people that a chapel architecturally cor
rect and beautiful shall Jbe a fitting climax to
all the other buildings/
You will make it
possible, my dear priests and people, by your
generosity and as the day of that chapers conse
cration approaches you will experience a thrill
of jo y anci gratification such as the world

cannot give, not to mention the reward of a
God, that is to come later, for your heroic
sacrifice in His cause.
Praying the Blessing of the Father upon
His children,
We remain devotedly yours,
J. HENRY TIHEN,:
Denver, Feast of
Bishop of Denver.
Mary’s Holy Name, 1929.

CATHOLICS OF COLORADO I’ A' CALL
TO ARMS!
A call to enlist under ‘the
Standard of the Cross and do battle for Christ!!
A call to rescue, not Material Shrines, but
Goci’s Living Temples— Immortal Souls— from
the tyranny of Satan!
CATHOLICS OF COLORADOII
You
have heard the call— ^the call to enlist under the
Standard of the Cross! A Solemn Call coming
from the Spiritual Chief of this Diocese— also
from Him who is in Supreme Command of
Christ’s forces on earth— from the Great High!
Priest Himself! You’ have heard the call. And
now— Your ANSWER!
Like blasts from the trumpets of Crusaders of old, in
February, 1925, the Crusaders’ call went forth to the people
of Colorado to lend their support to the upbuilding o f a sem
inary, to furnish an army of priests to do battle for Christ
and His Church in this great Western country.
Speaking from the Cathedral pulpit on Sunday morning,
February 1, 1925, the Rt. Rev. J. Henry Tihen, Bishop of
Denver, ofladally opened the St. Thomas’ Seminary Crusade,
whose purpose was to be the erection of a new seminary for
Colorado and the West, and in his Pastoral Letter, issued the
following day, the Rt. Rev. Bishop said:
“ On Sunday evening, August 24, last, in the Vatican, the
immortal home of the Popes, as the sun was setting over the
seven hills and all the glory and splendor of Rome, His Holi
ness graciously received Denver’s Ordinary in audience. We
presented to him the homage o f a devoted priesthood and laity
and gave a brief summary of religious conditions and activities
in this diocese, to all of which he listened with a father’s kindly,
interest.
“ When we unfolded to him the plan and purpose of a'
campaign for an enlarged and properly equipped seminary, his
kindly face became radiant -with enthusiasm. Speaking from
the depth of a knowledM and experience, he dwelt upon the
importance, the necessity and the superiority of the seminary

over all other educational agencies. His heart, deeply inter
of a new Residence Hall to take ested in the world’s welfare, prompted him to give expression

care of the ever-growing num
ber of students in 1926. And
now the completion of his
dream will be assured by the
erection of the seminary chapel
for which the present Seminary
Crusade is being conducted.
St. Thomas’ seminary saw
its inception in the spring of
1907, when at the call of the
Right Reverend Nicholas Matz,
then Bishop of Denver, the
Vincentian Fathers came to the
city to establish a seminary for
the training of students for the
priesthood of the diocese.
Father John J. Martin, C.M.,
was accompanied to Denver to
begin work on the new semi
nary by two theological stu
dents on the eve of ordination
— Robert Hennessy, C.M., now
a member of the faculty of the
seminary, and Francis B. Echery, C.M.
P lans w ere im m ed ia tely
drawn and the contracts for
the seminary, on grounds that
had been purchased the pre
ceding year, were let. Father
Martin was called to other
work in Chicago and his place
was taken by the Very Rev.
Thomas Levan, C.M., D.D.
The initial co^ of the
grounds, buildings and furnish
ings amounted to some $80,000, which was borrowed on a
first mortgage basis. The in
come o f the seminary was
never sufficient over and above
current expenses, to pay even
the interest on this debt. This
obligation was met each year,
as it cariie due, by the superiors
of the Congregation of the Mis
sion at St. Mary’s seminary,
Perryville, Mo. A second mort
gage contracted several years
(Continued on Paea 3)

Bishop Tihen Says That *God Wills It’
and Hence We Should Erect Chapel
(Continued from Page 1)

Special Issue, Sept. 22, 1929

of his conviction as to the'best measure of promoting the world’s
happiness and the well-being of God’s children. ‘Say to your
priests, to professors smd students, and to your people' (these
are the very words of the Holy Fatiaer) ‘that 1 not only approve
and bless, but urge and even command that they espouse
whole-heartedly this cause of the new seminary and by their
efforts and sacrifices bring it to a successful conclusion.’ These
are the sentiments and the words emanating from a source, the
authority of which no Catholic will question. . . .
"Under the authority and command of our Holy Father,
we priests and people will form the rank and file as well as
the leaders of this God-pleasing Crusade, God wills it we know.
His will is our law. This year of Jubilee, this Holy Year
1925 shall bring the men and women and children of the Dio
cese of Denver to the sacred shrine of a ncwly-bullt seminary,
which our people have erected for God’s honor and the world’s
salvation.”
And the same evening in the Cathedral, the Rev. Hugh L.
McMenamin, in a talk broadcast over KOA, declared that the
new seminary would be the Catholics' answer to the challenge
that the old Church is dying out.
“ Today we fling back the calumny,” said Father McMen
amin, “ and we accept the challenge by announcing to the
world that here in Colorado, here in the Queen City of the
Plains, that bears the name of a Catholic pioneer, Denver, here
where bigotry has but recently raised its head, here where
the governor of the state would deny to us the use of sacra
mental wine for the Sacrifice of the Mass, here we will build
a $1,000,000 seminary.”
For three Sundays in every church in the diocese pastors
exchanged pulpits and further sounded the call to arras.

Mass Meeting of Catholics
Then on Tuesday, February 10, at 8 o’clock, in the Den
ver auditorium, there was made the greatest demonstration of
Catholic faith and loyalty that has ever occurred in the entire
history of Colorado. Thousands were turned away from the
mammoth municipal auditorium, unable to be accommodated
at the mass meeting to promote the Crusade for th£ endow
ment and enlargement of St. Thomas’ seminary. Conservative
estimates placed the figure of those who were in the audi
torium at 12,000. The enthusiasm of the crowd, the eloquence
of the addresses, the majestic music of the Cathedral choir,
the faith and happiness that shone in the faces of priests and
of people— you would have to have been there to realize how
tremendous it all was. The sight was one that never will be
forgotten.
People, people, people everywhere! Crowds streaming
in, countless crowds! Throngs that packed even*the highest
galleries! Great throngs standing unable to get seats. It is
no wonder that the auditorium rocked with cheers!
One of the most picturesque features of the colorful
sembly was the school grdup. Led by the students of Regis
college, school after school filed in, all in uniform. Nurses’
training schools were represented by large delegations in uni
form. Tears of pride stood in the eyes of the audience as
they saw this magnificent demonstration of what the Catholic
Church is doing in Denver for the education of the young.
The boys and girls marched with pride in their faith, hundreds
upon hundreds of them.
When Bishop J. Henry Tihen appeared arrayed in his
ecclesiastical robes he was given an enthusiastic ovation and
the teeming thousands rose to their feet.
After the meeting had opened with the singing o f the
“ Star Spangled Banner” by the entire audience, Bishop Tihen,
in his prefatory remarks, dedicated the session to the promo
tion of the love of God and the love of fellow men. The
Bishop then went on to show the need for the new seminary,
stating that of the 119 secular priests in the diocese, 52 be
longed to other dioceses and could be recalled at any time.
“ When we produce priests,” said the Bishop, “ we will do
more for Colorado than her gold mines, beet fields or industries
have ever done, for we will help to develop Ideals.”
Then followed a talk by Father O’Ryan, a well-received
address by Joseph Stanko of Pueblo, then State Deputy o f the
Knights of Columbus, and the final address of the evening
delivered by Father McMenamin.
Monsignor Bosetti’s choir sang between the addresses and
at the close all sahg “ Holy God*”
A similar meeting was held in Pueblo on February 15.
^

— ^Register photo
Father Robert Hennessey, C.M.,
was s member of the first
student-body at St._ Thomas’ .
He is now a member* of the
faculty. For eighteen years he
was chaplain of Mt. St. Scholastlca academy, Canorf City,
■j
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How a Lay Newspaperman Loolcs
at the Need for a Seminary Chapel

the semuiary. Hie name is re
membered gratefully by many
of the younger clergy of the
diocese who received their
spintual and educational train
ing under ' his leadership.
Father Cronin left the presi
dency to become director of the
Sisters of Charity of St. Vin
:A
of sacrifice in Christ's vineyard need not necessarily*be bnU
(By Hubert A. Smith)
cent de Paul in the Western
The success of the Chapel Crusade for St. Thomas’ sem liant, hut one of the prime requisites is that they must he
Province of the .United States.
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Bank building, in which we find bankers, investment brokers, you remember that crowded conditions in seminary days have
of thirty-two students. Appli vice president of the seminary
insurance specialists, commercial geniuses, wizards in finance,
Twenty-one years of faithful cations of new students were in Denver, has been associated
cramped his style, have handicapped him in later life? Let
to mention only a few. And there is the magnificent Republic me answer these questions for you. You won’t be an ingrate; serviced That is the record of continually coming in but there with the institution for the past
building, which is devoted exclusively to professional men who you won't be forgetful. You will take your lesson from the Ben Thomas, chief engineer of was no room for them. The twenty years. Father La^on
follow iriedicine, surgery or dentistry.
financial world. You will realize that healthier and'happier St. Thomas’ seminary. Ben diocese under, the Initiative has always been one of the
Can anyone believe for a moment that these buildings seminarians, studying and persevering in surroundings which came to St. Thomas’ twenty- and wise administration of the most beloved figures around the
have been erected in order that flattery might be heaped upon are not only pleasant but artistic as well, will some day be one years ago and has been Third Bishop of Denver, Right seminarj'. He never leaves the
tJie heads of their owners, w^o today could not be called by efficient, healthy, happy and business-like pastor’s of our with the institution ever since, Reverend J. Henry Tihen, D.D., premises unless he has to, but
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think for a moment that they were erected because of a sense
St. Thomas’ seminary has made the start. The Catholic
of civic pride on the part of their owners? Certainly not! people of Colorado have erected a magnificent building to years” and ever looking for his elevation; the pioneer days, world affairs that makes him
Bhilanthrophy such as that does not generally exist. These house its students. But because it is magnificent, this does not ward to the Greater St. the lot of every new diocese, the oracle of the institution. To
structures were built by far-seeing, money-making men and mean that it is extravagant. It has only what is necessary. Thomas'. St. Thortias’ has were over. The one-building all the alumni, he is “ Daddy”
corporations, geniuses of finance, capitalists who know the There can be no criticism of the seminary authorities for the adopted Ben and Ben has seminary had become out Layton.
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^value of every dollar they possess and who, prudent and wise way they have expended the money so generously donated to adopted St. Thomas’, making grown and inadequate to take
through years of experience, place their dollars where they the cause by the Catholics of Colorado in the past. Everybody it his chief care and worry in care of the growing list of stu bitter for the Faith; secret so
will yield the greatest return on a safe investment.
seems to feel that the Seminary Residence hall was erected life. And it’s plenty of worry, dents eager to enter the Den cieties, inimical to the spirit
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when in going through their daily toil they have surroundings tralize our former generosity and minimize the previous build troubles befor.e the cars came. feast day of the seminary, that answer was the financial aid
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periment in the business world. She has all over this country, life by seeing the results of our generosity, a healthier, hap broken carriage.”
procuring an endowment for pointed by the Very Reverend
and in every country in the civilized world, hundreds, yes pier and more efficient priesthood in our midst, and in the
the seminary.
Provincial, Father Barr, as the
thousands of schools devoted exclusively to the training of next life through reward from the Giver o f all graces, who SEMINARY HISTORY
young'men for the priesthood. These candidates for a life has never been known to have been outdone in generosity.
ONE OF COURAGE
It was not until two years new superior and president of
later that this campaign for the seminary.
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When the success of the Cru
funds, for the necessary ex
after the first in order to make pansion of the Diocesan sem sade was definitely assured,
certain necessary repairs, which inary, could be started. In the and while the pledges were
amounted to several thousand meantime. Very Reverend John still coming in, steps were
dollars, was paid off by the Lavelle, C.M., had succeeded taken toward carrying out
authority and aid of the Su Father Barr as the head 6f the the contemplated building pro
perior General of the com seminary; served some few gram. The first unit, an Ad
munity residing at Paris.
months in this office, and then ministration and Dormitory
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C.M., D.D. The follow took the reins of the presi Patrick Cardinal Hayes, Arch
Si
to the best announcers the new industry can ituality is emphasized. Arid the very heart of Levan,
ing year the enrollment totaled dency, began the preliminaries bishop of New York. Bishop
pick up, the necessity of more careful training all this spiritual training is the chapel. What only nine and during the first of what was later to be called Tihen of Denver was host on
“ St. Thomas’ Seminary this, occasion to many of the
in sacred oratory should be evident to all think tools are to the mechanic or books to the scholar, ten years the average never ex the
Crusade,” organized it and Bishops- of neighboring dio
ceeded a dozen students.
ing people. The Chm'ch must use every means the chapel is to the seminarian. It is the core On March 3,1911, Dr. Levan gave it form. In'August of ceses. The diocesan clergy,
at her command to give oratorical training to of his life, the very blood of his spiritual heart. was succeeded in the presi this year, 1924, Father Barr re and many others, were present
dency by the Very Reverend turned to assirt in carrying it for the dedication ceremonies.
her prospective clergymen.
The seminary or
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of orators.
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spiritually skilful guidance of asked for by the Bishop was bishop Glennon of §t. Louis.
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New Purpose of Seminary Crusade is
to Provide Chapel, Dining-Hall, Kitchen

People Will Be (Had to Give

Not a Money-Making School

will not be heard in the rear seats of a large one.
If he lacks confidence— and “ stage-fright” must
be overcome in the church as well as behind the
footlights— he can gain it more easily if he has
been accustomed to speaking or officiating in a
great sanctuary.
Many other practical reasons for the need
of a large chapel could be noted. But there are
even greater spiritual reasons.

The Place of Constant Prayer
The seminarian, like the Prophet David,
prays at least severi times a day. No other part
of the institution is so frequently visited as the
seminary chapel. The life of the schoql throbs
around this center. It is from the chapel that
the blood of seminary learning and discipline
circulates.
Everything in the seminary has a
spiritual orientation. The da^ begins and ends
with prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, and
time after time during the day the student visits
the chapel. He goes there immediately before
every meal and immediately afterwards. He is
made to realize that his entire life, for the future,
must revolve around the Tabernacle if he is to
be successful in his work as a priest. He is re
minded, over and over again, that his vocation
is on an utterly different basis than that of any
other man, and that the mainspring of his life
must be spirituality. He has to undergo one of

iiis M

membered, is in no sense a money-making insti
They set the. amount themselves.
The same tution.
Most of the students come from,poor
plan will prevail in the Chapel Crusade.
families and they have to study during some of
the most productive years of young manhood.
Their tuition is paid for by the dioceses for
It is well, also, to remember that this is not which they are studying and it is set at a very
No attempt is made to do more
really a new campaign. It is merely the crown low figure.
than
merely
cover
the bare cost.
The pro
ing of an old one.
Nevertheless everybody
will have the privilege of giving.
Those who fessors on the seminary faculty serve merely for
They get no salaries.
They are
have become wage-earners since 1925 are urged a living.
to give.
Those who have moved into the dio highly-trained men who could easily get big
cese since then are asked to contribute.
And paying positions on secular college or university
those who gave before, but who realize the faculties; but they are giving their lives in the
needs and greatness of the cause, are to be service of God. No matter what you do in deny
ing youi’self for the sake of the seminary, you will
privileged to give again, if they are willing.
not make a denial in proportion to that of the
priests who are serving on its faculty.

Those Asked to Give

Dining-Hall Is Badly Needed

While the need of a chapel is the main
reason for the present campaign, the seminary
is also badly in need of dining-room and kitchen
facilities. Plans drawn for the new buildings
call for refectory and kitchen structures where
the health o f the students can be thoroughly
safeguarded and where, as the seminary ex
pands in enrollment, newcomers as well as the
old students can be decently cared for.
Re
member that the present dining-room and kitchen
facilities were prepared for an enrollment of not
more than thirty, and that the present term will
see three times this many students, with more

Why Endowment Is Wanted
The cost of conducting a seminary, like all
other costs in the modem world, is constantly
rising.
Foodstuffs, fuel, electricity, building
repairs— all the many things t ^ t add to over
head expense show a constant tendency to rise
in price. The seminary priests wish to keep the
tuition at the lowest possible ebb; yet they must
meet expenses; they hope, therefore, that the
Chapel Fund will be oversubscribed, in order
that there may be an endowment on hand to pro
vide a regular income supplementary to that re
ceived in tuition.
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Youngest Student
Paul P. Judge, 18, of Denver,
who is enrolled in the college
department of St. Thomas*
seminary this fall, is the young
est student enrolled in the
seminary for the present year.
Mr. Judge graduated from
Regis high school last spring,
where he distinguished hims d f both scholastically and
athletically. Besides starring
at football. Judge was one of
the outstanding basketball
stars of the city prep teams
and ca p ta in ed the R egis
“Reds” last season.' Mr. Judge
is the son of Mrs. P. H. Judge
of the Cathedral g a r ^
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Message o f the President o f the Sem inary
By Very Rev. William M. Brennan, C.M., J.C.D., Ph.D., President of St. Thomas’ Seminary
We are about to write the final chapter to our Seminary Crusade. To me, indeed, it has been a remarkable experience and
I would not wish a single incident stricken from the pages of its record. A happiness it was to meet with so much that was
highest and best, so much that was Christ-like, so much that carried one back to the sacrifices of eaTly Christianity. Many were
poor and had little that they might give— ^but their little they shared-—and we felt that God’s blessing came ivith it.
Many indeed were generous beyond compare— but the cause, Christ’s sacred priesthood, touched heart and soul— and they were
willing to give of heart and hand and all that they possessed because they felt that in no better way could the interests of God’s
Church be served. Surely one of the great edifications of my life has been the response of our people. It has convinced me
that if the priest present a worthy cause to the members of his flock he need never fear that his appeal will be in vain.

! 1;|
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We members of the Faculty feel that the Seminary is entering a new period of its history. Not indeed that we wish to see
pass the days of Father Cronin and Father Layton, donning their overalls and going out into the fields to plant and reap— or
the days when a professor, asking his superior 6fficer for the price of a pair of shoes, was informed that a couple of days’ labor
in the alfalfa field would obtain the coveted prize. We hope-that students and faculty will ever be sufficiently interested in
grounds and fields to toil and sweat in making them beautiful.
But the day of larger numbers, more exacting study, and wider achievement has come. With a student-body now of eighty
to ninety and a faculty of twelve professors, St. Thomas’ Seminary must soon take its place among the ranking seminaries of
the country.
,
M
POPE HAS HONORED ST. THOMAS’

■■

The Holy See has recognized the importance that the Denver seminary is to have in the work of the Church here in
America in establishing it as the provincial seminary of the Rocky Mountain region. From a geographical standpoint, Denver
5s the logical place for a seminary. Within a radius of a thousand miles in whatever direction you turn, St. Thomas is the only
theological seminary. To the north we have the seminary of St. Paul, to the east the seminaries of Chicago and St. Louis, to the
south the seminary of Galveston and to the west St. Patrick’s Seminary, San Francisco. This vast territory constitutes the
field of the Master into which St. Thomas’ is to send priests. In the words of our beloved Bishop, we must think then not only
of the needs of Colorado, but must look to the broader fields of God’s Church. Denver, too, from another standpoint is well
chosen for the work of educating young men for the work of the priesthood. Nowhere do we meet with a climate so justly,
adapted to furnishing forth the student to the duties of the ministry. Here floods of purest sunlight and wholesome and health
ful air make for physical strength and manly vigor. Here the meager and uncertain in health blossom forth into that physical
hardihood so essential to the arduous duties of the seminary curriculuni. What doth it avail to give long years to preparation
for the priesthood only to find at the end an invalid incapable of the priest’s work?
,
i
Here we are using every means in our power to shape the student to the needs of our Western country.
The West, we
know, widely differs from the East in its temper, its methods, its form of hospitality, in its character.
Where will the future
priest learn the spirit and temper of his flock, the needs of his people, if not here amongst his own? In constant touch and com
munication with them, growing, up and his own character unfolding amongst them, at ordination he stands ready and fully,
equipped to begin his apostolate.
:
Here too in Colorado and neighboring states there is a large population of Spanish-speaking people.
We have intro
duced into om.' curriculum a very complete and thorough course in Spanish so that the young priest going forth from St.
Thomas’ will be equipped to fully meet the needs of his people. This training fits and adapts him to enter almost any.
parish in the state and carry on its work.
We cannot but feel that this last act in the great drama of the Diocesan Crusade will be crowned with unwonted success.
Our Catholic people are fully conscious of the needs of a larger and completely equipped seminary.
They are fully aware
that our Catholic population is gi’owing and the demand for priests becomes greater day by day. Parochial schools are spring
ing up on every side, om’ Catholic colleges here in Denver: Regis and Loretto Heights, have lifted their enrollments into the
hundreds and surely the diocesan seminary, the mother institution of all Catholic life, must keep pace in growth and develop
ment.
'
,
*
Denver has already become the center of Catholic activity within a radius of a thousand miles.
Its boast of a
large, majestic and beautiful Cathedral, its parochial school system and- other forms of Catholic life are up to the standards
of the larger Catholic centers of the East.
Its Catholic newspaper is fast becoming the feeder in Catholic thought for all
suiTOunding dioceses.
In truth the day cannot be far distant when the Holy See, recognizing the place which Denver occupies,
will make of it an Archiepiscopal See. But we must fit into the picture a large and fully equipped provincial, training school for
priests
INSPIRATION TO OUR YOUTH

}>

We must never forget that a diocesan seminary is an inspiration to the youth o f the locality. We would need no further
evidence of this than the way in which vocations have multiplied in Colorado since the erection of the new seminary. The num
ber of home vocations entering the seminary has increased many times within the last five years. This should be the subject of
great comfort and consolation to our Catholic fathers and mothers. It multiplies a hundred-fold the probability that their own
son will one day stand at the altar of consecration.
^
*
Even from a financial standpoint a diocesan seminary in the best possible investment a layman could make.
The
aggressive, capable, and intelligent priest breaks down prejudice in his locality, multiplies the number of his friends, and creates
a spirit of good feeling.
He.becomes the leader in his community and brings about a spirit of helpfulness and good will on
the part of those who are not of the faith.
"
.
_ ^
The professors of the seminary are giving their entire time to drilling the future captains in the great army of Christ—■
the battle between the forces of evil and the powers for good will continue to the end of time. The forces of irreligion, unbe
lief, immorality, strengthen their position day by day.
Christ has chosen the few to guide those faithful to Him through the
snares and ambushes of the Evil One. These officers in the Army of our Divine Master must learn that humility is stronger
than pride, that meekness and gentleness were instruments used by the God-Man to bring souls to the kingdom of His Heavenly
Father, that the way of suffering and even death was the means Christ used for the redemption of a sinful race; it must be
the means employed by this soldier for the attainment of the designs of the Most High. May we not in justice then ask for
the means to discipline our future priests in the arts of the Great Commander of Armies?

t

“ WATCHMAN, W HAT OF THE NIGHT?”
In these days when the spirit of infidelity is abroad, when the very foundations of our Faith tremble under the assaults
of the Evil One, we must have trained and vigilant watchmen keeping the City of God.
The vast multitudes slumber away,
peacefully unconscious of the stealthy approach of the spirit of darkness, our young nien and young women swarm into colleges,
institutions, schools where the teachings of Christ are made a mockery, where principles considered sacred for two thousand
yeara are proscribed as legends, fables of an ignorant age. Tell me who will keep the City if there be no sentinel to observe the
watch? Who will warn our people of their danger, who will sound the tocsin of alarm if it be not he, the anointed
o f the Master’s house?
As the greatest need of the diocese at the present moment is the seminary so the greatest need of the seminary is a place
of worship. We are confident that we will not be disappointed, that the money will be raised to build a chapel. A thousand
. holy nuns of the diocese are asking the blessing of God, many orphans and children are pleading for this favor from the Sacred
Heart of our Divine Master.
Little orphans have sacrificed their candy money, widows in dire need have found way to make
an offering to this pui’posp, those with meager means have given what they in their poverty might spare. Surely this time those
whom God has blessed with the goods of this world, who up to the present have given sparingly or not at all, will do something
towards this great need of Catholicity here in Colorado.
“ GOD WILLS IT !”
Already the call to arms has been sounded, the hosts of God are marshalling._ The cominand has gone forth from
our superior officer.
Let every true, loyal soldier of Christ’s army answer the call to his post. This great thing— ^this good
thing— for God and country shall be done— ^^GOD WILLS IT!j

