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Archbishop’s Page

Archbishop on the past, present & future of the archdiocese
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

T

he challenges of leading an archdiocese are many, and complex.
But for Archbishop Aquila, the
solution begins and ends with prayer,
and bringing people into friendship
with Christ.
It’s been five years since Archbishop
Aquila was installed as the eighth bishop
of Denver, on July 18, 2012, which brought
him back to the archdiocese after having
served 10 years as the Bishop of Fargo,
North Dakota. He was ordained a priest
of the Archdiocese of Denver in 1976.
In this interview with Denver Catholic, the archbishop reflects on the highlights of the past five years, as well as
some top priorities for the archdiocese
in the years to come.

DENVER CATHOLIC: On July
18, you marked five years as the
Archbishop of Denver, what have
been some highlights of these past
years?
ARCHBISHOP AQUILA: Since my
arrival from the Fargo Diocese in
2012, there have been many inspiring
moments, and I will mention here a
few that have stood out. The first that
comes to mind is the support and
warmth that I experienced from the
people when I was called by the Holy
Father to shepherd this archdiocese.
I never expected to return to the
diocese I was ordained for, so it was a
great blessing to receive that gift from
the Lord. The appointment of Bishop
Rodriguez as our auxiliary bishop this
past year is another highlight. His
pastoral heart and intellect are gifts
for our archdiocese, particularly for
the Hispanic community.
The opening of the Cause for the
Canonization of Julia Greeley is
certainly a highlight as well, given
the fact that her cause is the first in
the history of our archdiocese and
that it has been so enthusiastically
welcomed.
In the political arena, the defeat of
the Colorado Senate Bill 175, which
would have enshrined “the right to
abortion” in our state law, was a great
victory. It was encouraging to see
the impact that people of faith can
have on the political process, and to

see the Church publicly standing for
the truth that all life is sacred. Along
those same lines, it was good to see so
many Catholics speaking out against
the legalization of assisted suicide.
Even though it was approved, the
Church was faithful in striving to
defend life at every stage.
On the formation front, the archdiocese has made some significant
gains. In 2016, our ministry center for
Hispanics, Centro San Juan Diego,
helped form 28,000 people in catechetical and leadership skills. The
Catholic Biblical and Catechetical
Schools also were able to increase
their reach in our parishes, boosting
their enrollment by 50 percent. This
past spring we had record numbers of
middle schoolers attend our Mountain Madness retreat and the annual
Steubenville of the Rockies retreat
sold out as well. It’s also important
to mention the upcoming opening of
Frassati Catholic Academy in Thornton this next academic year and the
increased interest in classical Catholic education evident in places like
Our Lady of Lourdes School.
Finally, we have been blessed to
have a total of 35 men ordained to the
priesthood and 36 men ordained to
the permanent deaconate over these
five years. I could go on with countless other highlights, such as the
parish visits I have made, the restoration of the Sacraments of Initiation,
the call to living out authentic discipleship, the beginnings of two new
parishes, and many other things.
DC: As you look toward the

future of the Archdiocese of
Denver, what do you hope to see
develop, especially in the area of
evangelization?
ARCHBISHOP: The Archdiocese
of Denver has been experiencing an
influx of people for some time as part
of the larger demographic population
shift to the southern and western
parts of our country. Unfortunately,
despite the increase in population,
church attendance statistics in the
archdiocese are nearly flat. We are fortunate that we have many praiseworthy apostolates and committed Catholics in our archdiocese working to

reverse this trend, which is affecting
nearly all Western societies. Beginning with Blessed Paul VI, our popes
have been calling for efforts to evangelize that are new in “ardor, methods
and expression” (Evangelii Nuntiandi,
14). I hope that in the coming years
we will see better and greater efforts
to bring the Gospel to people in ways
that answer the profound loneliness
and isolation they are experiencing.
This should begin with establishing
authentic friendships that can eventually lead them to conversion. The spiritual poverty of so many in our society
can only be answered by restoring
them to friendship with Christ. Pope
Francis, too, has called us to a greater
outreach to the peripheries and to
the poor as a part of evangelization.
We are opening a new shelter for
homeless women in Denver and have
developed new low income housing in
Greeley, as well as increasing our outreach to the Hispanics, who now make
up over 52 percent of our archdiocesan Church. All of these initiatives are
efforts towards evangelization.
DC: You just led an 18-member

delegation to the Convocation for
Catholic Leaders in Orlando at the
beginning of July. Tell us about
the convocation and the experience you had with the delegation.
ARCHBISHOP: The Joy of the Gospel
Convocation was designed to allow
the Church in the United States to
discuss how it can apply Pope Francis’
apostolic exhortation on evangelization, Evangelii Gaudium. Gathering
with over 150 bishops and 3,500
Catholics from throughout our country to worship together and share our
common faith was a unifying experience. It was also uplifting to see so
many people and apostolates working
to answer the challenges the Church
is experiencing. I was impressed with
the number of young people present
and the powerful witness talks presented by the faithful whose encounter with Jesus Christ changed their
lives. Our delegation was able to have
a fruitful discussion on our local challenges and I am excited to integrate
some of the ideas that were mentioned into our archdiocesan plans.
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DC: Next year we will mark 25

years since the celebration of
World Youth Day in Denver, and
the visit of Saint John Paul II.
Why is this event so important to
the archdiocese, and to the legacy
of John Paul II?
ARCHBISHOP: The visit of St.
John Paul II to Denver was a pivotal
moment for the Church in the U.S.
and particularly for our archdiocese.
While the Holy Father had been
talking about the “new evangelization”
for some time, it wasn’t until his visit
for World Youth Day in 1993 that the
spiritual momentum seemed to reach
a turning point. Then-Archbishop
Stafford had great courage in bringing
WYD to Denver. None of us knew the
impact it would have. After the Pope’s
visit, the Church witnessed a wave of
“John Paul II” priestly and religious
vocations, young people answering the
call to pursue holy marriages and the
birth of many apostolates dedicated
to the new evangelization. We were
also blessed with establishment of a
Redemptoris Mater Seminary of the
Neocatechumenal Way and our own
St. John Vianney Seminary, both of
which have born much fruit.
As we approach the 25th anniversary of World Youth Day in Denver, we
need to remember the good things the
Lord has done, as the Psalmist says,
and recommit ourselves to “put out
into the deep” to let our nets down
for a catch. We must look forward to
the future to continue to deepen and
implement Christ’s call to all the faithful to not be afraid to encounter him
and become his authentic disciples.
DC: You will consecrate the Arch-

diocese of Denver to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on Oct. 13.
Could you explain more about why
you are encouraging all parishes
and individuals to join you in this
act of consecration?
ARCHBISHOP: When Mary appeared
to the three poor shepherd children
on July 13, 1917, near the town of
Fatima, Portugal, she showed them her
Immaculate Heart surrounded with
thorns that appeared to pierce it. They
understood from that encounter that
her Immaculate Heart was “offended
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“

Mary wishes to
assist us, through
her Immaculate Heart,
in bringing the world
back to God. This is
why I am encouraging
people to join me in
consecrating themselves,
their families, parishes,
and the archdiocese to
her Immaculate Heart.”
ARCHBISHOP AQUILA

DC: You often speak about the
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importance of praying for and
encouraging vocations. Can you
explain why this is a priority for
you?
ARCHBISHOP: I raise this topic
frequently because the Church is
working to create a culture of vocations and we have a long way to go. In
Denver, we are blessed with a good
number of young men and women
hearing and answering Christ’s call to
the priesthood, religious life and marriage. But we also need to ask, “How
many people are not responding to or
hearing his call?” I think the growing
number of people saying they have no
faith answers that question. We need
to work to establish a culture within
our families that helps young men
and women hear God’s voice whispering to them in their hearts, and that
encourages them to respond. Jesus
has told us in the Gospel to pray to the
Harvest Master for more workers in
the field. To continually pray for vocations during Eucharistic adoration,
while praying the rosary and in private prayer is a response to this invitation by the Lord and reminds all of
us to regularly encourage vocations.

JOIN US FOR
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by the sins of mankind, (and) craving
reparation.” We live in a world that has
largely dismissed the impact of sin on
our relationship with God. In fact, as
Pope Benedict XVI observed during his
2008 visit to the U.S., the problem goes
even further. We are seeing, he said, a
“growing separation of faith from life:
(people) living ‘as if God did not exist.’”
This year we are observing the
100th anniversary of Mary’s apparitions at Fatima and her message still
rings true. Mary wishes to assist us,
through her Immaculate Heart, in
bringing the world back to God. This
is why I am encouraging people to
join me in consecrating themselves,
their families, parishes, and the archdiocese to her Immaculate Heart.

She has invited us to pray for the conversion of the world, and I hope that
through the consecration many more
people will begin to consistently pray
for this conversion.
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“Listening to
the Master”:
The vocation
of a teacher
Regional
classical
education
conference
inspires
teachers and
principals

BY THERESE BUSSEN

W

therese.bussen@archden.org
@theresebussen

ith the opening of Frassati
Catholic Academy this fall,
the continued success of
Our Lady of Lourdes School, as well
as the newly-added classical track at
Bishop Machbeuf High School, interest in classical education is steadily
growing in Denver — and the teachers
and administrators who run them are
pursuing learning just as much as their
students in order to serve them better.
During the week of July 5-7, teachers
and administrators attended the first
Institute for Catholic Liberal Education
western regional conference, hosted at
Our Lady of Lourdes in Denver.
Bishop James D. Conley of the Diocese of Lincoln, Neb., explained in
the keynote that the Institute exists
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For more information
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because “we believe education exists
to form the whole human person, not
just to prepare someone for a career,
but to live freely and beautifully, as God
intended them to be.”
He recalled how the 1967 document
written by university presidents, “The
Idea of the Catholic University,” more
commonly called the “Land O’ Lakes
Statement,” essentially made themselves “more identifiably American and
less identifiably Catholic” in teaching
and tradition. This, according to Bishop
Conley, crumbled faithful education in
the country, influencing even elementary and high schools.
But he is hopeful.
“If dissenting universities, actively
distancing themselves from Catholic
identity, can have an impact that profound on Catholic and civic culture,
then faithful schools, alive to the best
traditions and wisdom of the Church,

and dedicated to forming disciples,
can be an unparalleled instrument for
the revitalization of Catholic culture,”
Bishop Conley said.
“The work that you are doing, creating authentically Catholic schools,
without question, will significantly
impact the culture in the United States
in the next 50 years,” he added.
But to change culture, which occurs
when students’ lives are transformed,
teachers must first embrace their unique
vocation and know the Lord intimately.
“Teachers and administrators must
first themselves be disciples of Jesus
Christ. It means that prayer, silent communion with the Eucharistic Lord, is at
the center of the vocation as a teacher.
To effectively foster encounters with
the living God, each one of you must
cultivate a deep and abiding interior
relationship, especially in the silence
of prayer,” Bishop Conley said.
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Denver’s
former
auxiliary
bishop
James D.
Conley,
now of the
diocese of
Lincoln,
delivered
the keynote at the
Institute
for Catholic Liberal
Education
Conference
July 5-7, in
which he
discussed
the vocation of a
teacher.
photo by anya semenoff

“All missionary activity, which
seeks to foster encounters with the
Lord, must begin in silence, in lives of
intimate prayer before the Lord. This
is especially true in education, where
fostering an attitude of receptivity and
humility and wonder is at the heart of
your mission. If we want to cultivate
an authentically Catholic and liberal
school, which liberates us to know the
Lord, we need to cultivate a spirituality of silence, which is at the heart of
discipleship, listening to the master,”
he continued.
When the teacher cultivates a receptivity to silence and wonder, which is
the place of deepest and most authentic
learning, it makes a teacher “fit to foster
authentic transformation of students,”
according to Bishop Conley.
This receptivity of silence and
wonder is what allows us to really learn,
to see reality as it truly is.

“True schools are communities
of learners and faculties of friends,
receiving and apprehending reality
together. True communities of learners are humble disciples of the truth,”
Bishop Conley said. “Pope St. John Paul
II wrote, ‘Faced with the sacredness of
life and the human person, and before
the marvels of the universe, wonder is
the only appropriate attitude.’”
Rosemary Anderson, principal of
Our Lady of Lourdes school, continued the discussion on the vocation of
the teacher in her address.
“Teaching is a vocation, not just a
career. Many modern education programs are killing the spirit of the vocation…it’s an art form, not an equation,”
Anderson said. “It’s a call of the heart
to help form souls. Jesus asked to be
called teacher, and we model ourselves
after him.”
In an interview with Denver Catholic, Anderson said that this regional
conference came at the perfect time.
“It’s divine providence that we’re
hosting the conference, with the opening of Frassati Catholic Academy and
Bishop Machebeuf adding a classical
track, so there’s a lot of growing interest, and the goal is to help teachers
grow deeper in knowledge of classical
education,” Anderson said. “One of the
primary goals is also to foster a sense
of community within these schools to
help their mission.”
Several teachers from Frassati Catholic Academy attended the conference
and plan to take that inspiration to the
classroom.
“I am really excited to help build the
classical culture, as well as learn with
the staff,” said Anthony Saulino, Frassati’s athletic director and P.E. teacher.
“[The conference] impacted my teaching philosophy tremendously. It made
me think how I can emphasize Jesus
and our faith into my classroom more.”
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At Mother Cabrini
spirit lives on 100
BY AARON LAMBERT

D
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aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

riving out of the mountains
on I-70, it’s hard not to spot: A
statue of Jesus overlooking the
corridor, signaling a warm welcome back
to the city after a long weekend away.
Mother Cabrini Shrine has become
something of a landmark for Coloradans;
a silent refuge just outside the city for
the weary, the overburdened and the
distracted to come and find a little bit
of peace and quiet. What the many who
visit may not know, however, is the rich
history of the land and its founder — a
saint from whom the haven takes its
namesake.
On July 15-16, the Shrine marked 100
years since the death of Saint Frances
Xavier Cabrini with a weekend-long celebration of her life and achievements.
Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez said Mass on
Sunday.
Mother Cabrini was a simple Italian
woman who made an impressionable
mark on American Catholic spirituality and was responsible for founding 67
different institutions in the U.S., including schools, hospitals and orphanages.
Mother Cabrini Shrine can be counted
among these, though it didn’t begin as
the shrine it is today.
Frances Cabrini was born July 15,
1850, in the small village of S’ant Angelo
Lodgiano, Italy, just outside of Milan. The
youngest of 13 children, she was born
two months premature, and would live
her life in a fragile and delicate state of
health. Despite her condition, it didn’t
stop her from joining a religious order
when she was of age.
In 1880, Cabrini founded the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
The dream for her and her sisters was to
go and do missionary work in China, and
was granted an audience with Pope Leo
XIII to gain permission to do so. Much to
her surprise, he told her not to go east, but
to the west — namely, the United States.
Italian immigrants were flooding the
country at the time, and the Pope thought
her talents would be best utilized serving
them instead. He was right.

She arrived to New York City in 1889.
It was difficult at first, but she founded
an orphanage in what is now West Park,
New York, known as Saint Cabrini Home.
She eventually found her way to Colorado in 1902, where she would visit several times in the remaining years of her
life. She ministered to the poor Italian
mining workers and their families in the
foothills west of Denver, an area she was
particularly fond of.
Having already established Queen
of Heaven Girls Orphanage in Denver,
Mother Cabrini was in need of a summer
camp to bring the girls during the
summer months. She discovered some
property on the east slope of Lookout
Mountain, owned by the town of Golden,
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Shrine, saint’s
years after death
Mother
Cabrini
Shrine
celebrated
Mother
Cabrini’s
birthday
with a
weekend-long
celebration July
15-16. The
occasion
also commemorated
100 years
since her
death.
photo by nicole withee

For more
information
on Mother
Cabrini
Shrine, visit
mothercabrinishrine.org.

and negotiated its purchase in 1910, after
taking her oath as a U.S. citizen the year
prior. Three Sisters of the Sacred Heart
lived on and maintained the land, which
had a small farming operation.
The land had no known reliable
source of water, but as the story goes,
in September 1912, Mother Cabrini told
some of the thirsty, complaining sisters
to lift a certain rock and start digging. The
sisters obliged and uncovered a spring,
which has not stopped running to this
day. Many pilgrims to Mother Cabrini
Shrine believe the water has brought
about healing and peace in their lives.
It was also in 1912, during her final visit
to Colorado, that she and builder Thomas
Eckrom would draw up the plans for what

would become the famous Stone House
that stands today. Construction began in
fall of that year and was finished in 1914.
Girls from the orphanage would stay in
the house during the summer camp. Also
during her last visit, Mother Cabrini took a
few sisters and girls from the orphanage to
the top of the highest hill on the property
and arranged stones in the shape of the
Sacred Heart. She dedicated the hill to the
Sacred Heart and named it “Mount of the
Sacred Heart,” and to this day, those very
stones lay arranged just as they were, preserved beneath a glass case for all to see.
Mother Cabrini died on Dec. 22, 1917,
in Chicago. The cause for her beatification, and her subsequent canonization
into sainthood was opened shortly after
her death. She was canonized on July 7,
1946, by Pope Pius XII. A July 4, 1946,
article in the Denver Catholic Register
chronicled Mother Cabrini’s travels
during her life, and concluded that she
founded an “average of one house for
each of her 67 years of life.”
And so, St. Frances Cabrini’s legacy
lives on at Mother Cabrini Shrine. Various additions have been made over the
years that have turned it into the shrine
it is today, all of which likely capture the
spirit Mother Cabrini intended for the
land when she acquired it. A replica of the
grotto at Lourdes was made in 1929 and
then rebuilt in 1959, which has become a
frequented place of prayer for the faithful
of Denver.
In 1954, the statue of Jesus that overlooks I-70 was installed above the heart
of stones, and a 373-step staircase leading
up to the Mount of the Sacred Heart was
also built, which has come to be known as
the Stairway of Prayer. In 1970, a convent
for the Sisters of the Sacred Heart was
completed, which, among other things,
provides overnight accommodations for
visitors, making Mother Cabrini Shrine a
popular spot for retreats, as well.
St. Frances Cabrini may be 100 years
gone, but her spirit is very much alive in
the streets of Denver, and especially at
Mother Cabrini Shrine. If anything, it’s
an ever-present reminder of the Christlike love that this simple woman poured
into our great state—a love that made
her a saint.
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Deacon

George Brown

Deacons of
St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish

Deacon

Bob Cropp

“Reverence the deacons as you
would Godʼs commandments”
Deacon

St. Ignatius of Antioch

Tim Kenny

Thank you for
your love of God
and service
to His people.

Deacon

Alan Rastrelli

Deacon

Steve Stemper

Nativity of Our Lord
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H & S C H O O L

THANK YOU,

Deacon Leonard ‘Buz’ Onesky,
for your many years of service at
Nativity of Our Lord. We wish you
a long and joyous retirement!

welcome,

Deacon David Arling,

to Nativity. Congratulations on
your ordination to the diaconate.
May the Lord abundantly bless
your time of service with us.

Third Ecumenical
Prayer Breakfast to
honor Lebanon as
a ‘Place of Hope’
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

young girl kidnapped by ISIS
at the age of three was recently
returned to her parents after
almost three years. Now, St. Rafka’s
Mission of Hope and Mercy is working to bring this girl and others like her
back to the United States to get proper
medical and psychological treatment.
St. Rafka’s Mission of Hope and
Mercy had been closely following the
case of young Christina Khodor Abada,
who was taken out of her mother’s arms
by ISIS forces in August 2014. It was
initially reported that Christina was
being sold into sex slavery for $500 per
day. However, Father Andre Mahanna,
pastor of St. Rafka Maronite Catholic
Church, has since been told that she was
in fact not sexually abused — though
he has not received any sort of official
documentation confirming this. Christina was rescued and reunited with her
parents June 9.
The homecoming came a month
after Father Mahanna met with President Donald J. Trump during a March 6
visit to Washington D.C. and advocated
for her rescue.

Golden, Colorado Training-Retreat

Lord Teach Me To Pray
IGNATIAN PRAYER SERIES
Saturday, August 26
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

many thanks,

Mother Cabrini Shrine

Deacons Martin Hetzel
and Steve Vallero,

for your continued
faithfulness and dedication
to our community.
Nativity of Our Lord | 900 W. Midway Blvd. | Broomﬁeld, CO | nool.us

“On May 6, I spoke to [President
Trump] about her in the White House,
and he said ‘Let me know what I can
do,’” Father Mahanna recalled. “All I
can tell you is a month and three days
later, Christina is back with her family.”
According to Father Mahanna,
American military forces carried out a
campaign to liberate northern Mosul
from ISIS forces around this time, and
this cleared the path for Christina —
and nearly 1,000 other children — to
be rescued from captivity.
“It was a clear link when I spoke to
the president and when I saw things happening in that particular area,” Father
Mahanna said. “These were the areas I
told namely the president that we know
there are children there, and all of the
sudden, American troops were working
in that area. [President Trump] really
facilitated work, and I’m so proud of him
in doing this. I just ask him, and whoever
is doing this, let’s bring the children here.
“These are the kinds of cases we need
to look at and bring to the United States.
Regardless of what kind of suffering and
amount of pain they suffered from, these
kids need to be here. They don’t belong
in Iraq anymore, at least for the time

20189 Cabrini Blvd.
Golden, CO 80401

www.lordteachmetopray.com
Learn how to
deepen your prayer
life and help other
deepen theirs!

Mrs. Carol Weiler at
carolweiler@cox.net or 504-439-5933
Father Marty Gleeson, OP at
mgleesonop@gmail.com or 504-717-8770
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FUNFEST 2017

i
For more information on the work
that St. Rafka’s
Mission of Hope
and Mercy conducts in Lebanon,
visit savechristianmiddleeast.com.

ANNUAL

ECUMENICAL
PRAYER
BREAKFAST
Saturday,
August 19
8 a.m. – 11 a.m.
St. Rafka’s
Maronite Church
2301 Wadsworth
Blvd., Lakewood.

Christians and religious minorities in
Iraq and Syria. The theme for this year’s
breakfast is Lebanon: A Place for Hope,
referring to the PLACE (Peace, Love and
Co-Existence Among the Children of
Abraham) initiative that was signed by
various ecumenical leaders—including
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila—in 2014.
“The focus of this year’s prayer breakfast is Lebanon as a place for that hope,”
Father Mahanna explained. “Through
Lebanon we helped Christina. Through
Lebanon we helped give birth to other
children. Through Lebanon we helped
to give over $55,000 in emergency medical aid to people who otherwise would
die at the doors of hospitals.”
It’s for this reason they’ve chosen
Lebanon to be the theme of the breakfast
this year, which is in its third iteration.
The large influx of refugees to Lebanon has been difficult on the infrastructure of the country, which has a
native population of four million. The
Christian advocacy group In Defense
of Christians is lobbying for lawmakers
to pass House Resolution 252, which
would establish safe zones in the neighboring Syria, thereby relieving some of
the strain on Lebanon.

August 4, 2017
6 - 11 pm
Music 7:30-9:30 pm

SATURDAY

August 5, 2017
5 - 11 pm
Music 7-10 pm

SUNDAY

August 6, 2017
4 - 9 pm
Music 5-8 pm

GAMES • GOOD FOOD • FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!!

$5,000
GRAND
RAFFLE!!

Live Music:

CAR SHOW
4 – 7 pm
Sunday only

Friday - Genuﬂectones
Saturday - Sangre Nueva
Sunday - Jon Maez Band

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish

Cash Only – NO checks –
ATM on premises

7595 N. Federal Blvd., Westminster

St. Rafka’s Mission of Hope and
Mercy helped to bring about the
rescue of young Christina Khodor
from ISIS. photo proViDeD

being. They need to be removed from
the trauma, they need to be removed
from the land of disaster. These are the
kinds of refugees we want in our country,
because they have no other place to go.”
St. Rafka’s Mission of Hope and Mercy
works out of Father Mahanna’s native
Lebanon, which is regarded as a haven
for refugees in the Middle East. Lebanon is currently hosting over two million
refugees, more than any other country in
the world, and are doing so with “great
grace,” Father Mahanna said. In addition
to aiding in the rescue of at least three
children, the Mission has also saved pregnant women from death and helped to
deliver new babies, Father Mahanna said.
The third annual Ecumenical Prayer
Breakfast, spearheaded by Father Mahanna, will take place at St. Rafka’s the
morning of August 19, with special
guests including Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez and Dr. Tom Farr of the Religious
Freedom Institute in Washington D.C.
Proceeds from the breakfast will
benefit St. Rafka’s Mission of Hope
and Mercy, a Denver-based apostolate founded by Father Mahanna that
provides direct aid to victims of the
genocide carried out by ISIS against

FRIDAY
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%
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assistance when you purchase
an in-stock vehicle with AutoTrek
and finance it through Fidelis.1

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.49% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan
to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business
purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new,
pre-owned and refinanced vehicles July 1 - August 31, 2017.
1
Cannot be combined with any other offer, must mention at time of purchase, limit one per customer.
Vehicle must be financed using standard financing terms through Fidelis Catholic Federal Credit
Union. Offer valid July 1 - August 31, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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In-Depth

NFP in real life:
Hard, but worth it
BY THERESE BUSSEN

I

n honor of NFP Awareness Week,
which begins July 23, let’s talk about
sex.
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is
offered as an option to help Catholic families either achieve or avoid pregnancy,
including spacing children. Training in
NFP is required for marriage preparation
in the Archdiocese of Denver, but after
that, it’s not much talked about outside
of certain circles. But it’s a very important
part of family life for many Catholics —
and, like family, it is both beautiful as well
as hard and messy.
And it is worth it.
LIFE AFTER MARRIAGE PREP
Jenny Uebbing, who writes at Mama
Needs Coffee, a blog connected to Catholic News Agency, recently wrote, “What do
you want/need from the Church in order
to live NFP?” and the resulting comments
from readers were eye-opening.
Many people are seriously struggling
with living it out.
Their crosses come in all shapes and
sizes, including infertility on one end of
the spectrum and super-abundant fertility on the other, making it hard to space
children apart. Medical problems, feeling
isolated from instructors, finding trained
doctors or other like-minded people are
just some of the other common hardships.
“People are so hungry for support
from the Church, who they’re trying to
be faithful to,” Uebbing said. “And a lot
of people are feeling that the Church

doesn’t have anything to offer past marriage prep short of an emergency intervention when they’re on the brink of
divorce. There’s no middle ground.”
One big realization from the blog post
was that “our expectations of marriage
are rooted in a Protestant understanding,” Uebbing said.
“It’s white-knuckle chastity until
marriage, and then once the rings are
on, all bets are off,” Uebbing said. “There
wasn’t really a category mentally for
chastity within marriage.”
Another big takeaway was that while
it can be easy to slip into a contraceptive mentality with NFP, trying to avoid
a pregnancy or space children for “just
reasons” as the Cathechism of the Catholic Church (#2368) notes shouldn’t be
looked down upon, either.
“I’m so grateful the Church doesn’t
have a list of [what just reasons are]. And
she never will, because she is our wise
mother who is raising adults, not a preschool teacher with a list of classroom
rules,” Uebbing said. “So it is up to them,
but also depends on each couple submitting their will for the marriage to the
Lord and asking, ‘What do you want?’”
COMMON STRUGGLES
The journey to holiness in marriage
is not without suffering. Some of those
crosses come as people practice NFP.
“The biggest struggle I’ve seen with
people is just that we live in a contraceptive culture. So no matter how you
slice it, you’re going to get pushback,”
Uebbing said.

Medical issues are a common struggle. Uebbing knows couples who have
to abstain for extensive periods of time
due to serious underlying medical issues.
“If they don’t want a baby, they’re
looking at years of abstinence. And it’s
heroic, and it’s something that God
has called them to particularly in their
marriage,” Uebbing said. “It’s not something that any of us would plan for in our
marriage, just like we wouldn’t plan for
a spouse to get cancer, or for a child to
struggle with mental illness.”
Mental illness has been a struggle in
Uebbing’s personal experience: After
each birth, she suffers from severe
post-partum depression, which is one
of the reasons their family spaces their
children, simply so her mind and body
can heal after delivering.
“A super-abundance of fertility is its
own kind of cross, and it’s easy to look at
a family with six or seven kids and think,
‘Well, they must have been made to have a
really big family,’” Uebbing said. “I do love
my children, but there’s not great material
support, or even psychological support for
families who are in that situation.”
HOW THE CHURCH CAN HELP
Following conversations with readers
after her NFP blog post, Uebbing spoke
to friends who are priests about ways the
Church can better support couples who
practice NFP.
“One piece that was really clear was
that we need better formation for our
priests on a seminary level. I have some
really interesting conversations with

priest friends…who had no idea that
there were different methods,” Uebbing
said. “One said, ‘This would be helpful
information to have in the confessional
when I’m counseling people pastorally.’
If we’re asking our priests to accompany
married couples, they need to know the
nitty-gritty.”
“Few people take advantage of talking
to their priest. There is no question that
can’t be asked,” said Father Timothy
Hjelstrom, pastor of St. Louis Parish in
Louisville, Colo.
“Priests should become familiar with
it beyond the technical aspect of it. And
couples should be willing to talk to their
priest if they have questions or struggles.
We’re not here to be condemning,” he
added.
Uebbing said that there should be
“real material support” for people who
practice NFP.

Wish to express our gratitude
to our Chaplain

Deacon Jay Garland

®

May our Lord watch over him and
bless him always.
Court Madonna of the Mountains #2035
@ St. Jude Catholic Church,
9405 W. Florida Ave., Lakewood CO
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Jenny Uebbing and her
husband,
Dave, use
Natural Family
Planning
(NFP) as their
family planning method.
While being
trained in NFP
is required
for all couples getting
married in the
Archdiocese
of Denver,
many married
couples experience a lack
of support and
resources after
the fact.

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP
If you’re struggling in using NFP,
first know that you’re not alone. Second,
reach out. One great help to those seeking support in NFP is other married
couples, said Uebbing.
“I think every couple [should find]
one other married couple, even if it’s not
locally. Find at least one other person
or couple to talk frankly with,” Uebbing said. “I think people are afraid to
be too real, but it doesn’t do anybody
any favors to pretend that it’s super easy

and super beautiful. They need to know
people struggle with this and make huge
sacrifices for it, and it’s worth it.”
If you’re struggling with the ins and
outs of your fertility, Uebbing suggests making the investment to get an
instructor or doctor you can work with
regularly.
“I think because the internet exists,
there’s no reason you can’t find an
instructor. You don’t need someone
to sit down with you in person, you
can do everything over Skype or over
the phone,” Uebbing said. “There are
increasingly more NFP-trained physicians, so for people with harder cases, I
just can’t underestimate finding a doctor
who can do those blood draws. Even if
it’s long distance and you go to the lab
and they’re analyzing your stuff once a
year — what’s more important than your
health and the health of your marriage?”

THANK YOU IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY DEACONS

Rev. Mr. Taylor Elder
Rev. Mr. Jerome Durnford

Rev. Mr. Louis Arambula
Rev. Mr. Paul Louderman

But he, filled with the holy Spirit,
looked up intently to heaven
and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God

and he said, “Behold, I see the
heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right
hand of God.”

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

- ACTS 7:55-56

•

•

•

•
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“This is an aspect of women’s healthcare that’s a really critical piece of knowledge, and it shouldn’t be this weird
add-on that you learned about during
your marriage prep, but that it’s an ongoing, essential part of what it means to be
human and what it means to be living
out a married vocation,” Uebbing added.

Some advice
from the Office of
Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries

i

•

For more resources
on what the Church
teaches about NFP, visit
Jenny’s blog at catholicnewsagency.com/
mamaneedscoffee/.
For resources on NFP in
the Archdiocese of Denver,
visit archden.org/eflm/nfp.
The office of Evangelization and Family Life
Ministries is also hosting an
event for NFP families on
Saturday, Aug. 5 with a vigil
Mass at 4 p.m., followed by
a picnic and lawn games
at the John Paul II Center.
Call 303-715-3252 to RSVP.
Read full story online at
denvercatholic.org.

•

•

•

•

 eep working with a NFP teacher/teaching couple.
K
Your fertility can change over time and you may need
a refresher. Call our office at 303-715-3252, we have a
list of teachers and would be happy to connect you.
Find a supportive doctor. We have a list of NFP-only
doctors on our website – archden.org/nfp. Bella Natural
Women’s Care and Marisol Health are great places to
start, and they work with low income or no insurance.
Not all NFP methods have the same approach. If you
are struggling with your current method, try another
one. Don’t give up. Need advice? Call our office.
Be patient with yourself. Learning a method of NFP
can take some time. If you are struggling to interpret
your chart, don’t get discouraged. Know that extra
time may be needed to work things through.
Not all NFP teachers are created equal. If you have
a challenging chart, you may want to get a second
opinion from another teacher.
Keep expanding your knowledge of NFP and the
Church’s teaching. There are lots of great books out
there that effectively explain the Church’s teaching
surrounding marriage and sexuality. Keep growing.
Don’t wait until you are in crisis to seek help. If you
are struggling, please reach out. Contact your teacher/
teaching couple. If you don’t know where to start, call
our office. We’re happy to provide resources or ideas.
Connect with an online NFP community. Sometimes
couples can feel alone in their decision to use NFP.
It’s a great way to find like-minded people who can
identify with you and provide advice, resources and
encouragement.
Attend a marriage enrichment retreat. Because NFP
increases communication between the couple, it can
also surface some of the deeper issues couples face
in their marriage. Be intentional and schedule time as
a couple to work on strengthening your relationship—
regular date nights or retreats.

With great appreciation to

Deacon Bob Deacon Rob
FINAN
RINNE

from the Clergy, Staff and Parishioners
of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
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Around the Archdiocese

Serving for
love of God
The ministry of deacons in the diocese
BY THERESE BUSSEN

T

he calling and ministries of the
diaconate are as varied as the
men who serve in it. For Deacon
Don Tracy, the call to the diaconate was
a long one, and his first years as a deacon
didn’t match his expectations.
“Feeling unsettled with a restless
heart for many years, I did not understand at the time that I was experiencing the first stirrings of my call to
the diaconate by the Holy Spirit. As
I searched to find the peace that was
missing in my life, I went down several false paths, believing that a career
change to one of the service-oriented
professions would give me the tranquility I desired,” Deacon Tracy said.
“I eventually discerned that I should
not change careers…but those feelings
came to a head when I joined a men’s
group called ‘That Man Is You.’ I felt
as if I were being turned inside out and
sought the help of deacons for guidance.
With their assistance, I began to discern
that my restless heart came from God
calling me to the diaconate,” he added.
But shortly after becoming a deacon,
his first ministry became caring for his
wife, who was diagnosed with cancer
shortly after his ordination.
“For the next two years, my life was
far different than the deacon brothers
I was ordained with who were beginning ministries in their parishes and for
the people of the archdiocese,” Deacon
Tracy said. “Instead, my ministry as a
husband and deacon was to care for my
wife through what seemed like countless medical appointments and hospital
stays. And when my dear wife entered
her final weeks on earth last year, I did
everything I could think of to help her
get to heaven.”

His ministry to his wife as she passed
from this world to the next profoundly
changed his life — now, he hopes to
begin a ministry to those who are struggling through illness or are grieving the
loss of loved ones.
Deacon Tracy’s ministry to his wife
in the first two years of his diaconate
was just one way he was personally
called to serve; many deacons, in addition to assisting the pastors in their
parish, do much more than we realize.
On average, the 207 deacons spend
60 hours a week serving, between their
normal jobs and ministries, according
to Deacon Joseph Donohoe, director of
deacon personnel at the Archdiocese
of Denver.
Deacons assist the priest by ministering baptisms, witnessing marriages,
performing funerals and burial services,
distributing Holy Communion and
preaching homilies.
Outside of this, they also assist in
teaching RCIA, baptism preparation,
marriage preparation, Bible studies,
funerals, retreats, parish missions,
visiting prisons and juvenile detention
centers, bringing communion to sick
patients in hospitals or hospice, visiting
the elderly, working with immigrants
and working in homeless shelters.
“We’re active in [sacraments], but
we also have an obligation as deacons
to respond to the archbishop in areas
of ministries outside of the parish,”
Deacon Donohoe said. “And this is
in addition to their secular work and
family obligations. So they’re very dedicated, and they do this for love of God.
They’re not paid, their obligation is to
the archbishop and the Church.”
Deacon Kevin Heckman of Blessed
Sacrament Parish spends much of his
ministry in Children’s Hospital. After

TO OUR WONDERFUL DEACONS…
Deacon Harold Kimble and Deacon John Riviera
We are so grateful for your faith, commitment and
service in the work you do with us. May God bless
you both abundantly.
From the Staff and Communities of:
Our Lady of the Valley – Windsor and St. Mary – Ault

getting a job there in 2009, he introduced himself to the hospital chaplain
and asked if there was anyone doing
Catholic ministry or communion service, and the chaplain “jumped at it.”
“I developed a relationship with the
chaplains and got called to visit patients
and bring communion to people. I’ve
done about 50 emergency baptisms and
praying with families. It’s been really
rewarding, and I know that I have a special call to hospital ministry,” Deacon
Heckman said.
Deacon Heckman has had the privilege of praying with a mother and her
stillborn baby — just one of many experiences that he “won’t ever forget” in his
service as a deacon.
So what does the call to the vocation
of the diaconate look like?
It’s different for everyone, Deacon
Donohoe said.
“Some guys get beat over the head.
Others are less clear, it’s really just a
continuous conversation with God,
wanting to do his will. And if his will

T

calls them to the laying on of hands
by the archbishop, then he allows God
to lead him in that direction,” Deacon
Donohoe said.
If a man feels what he suspects may
be a call to the diaconate, the process
of discernment is years-long, similar to
that of a priestly or religious vocation.
“They need to be called by God, and
they need to be called by the Church. So
it’s a four-year process, from the time
of the applications to the time they’re
ordained, and it’s a discernment process,” Deacon Donohoe said. “There’s
an intense amount of prayer involved, as
well as a looking into their soul and spirit
to discover what God is calling them to.
Sometimes God is just calling them to
the formation, and not ordination, and
many times, they are called to ordination. It’s really a powerful experience.”
The stories of Deacon Tracy and
Deacon Heckman are just a few of
many men who are offering their lives
to Christ through their vocation as a
deacon.

CHRIST ON THE MOUNTAIN CATHOLIC CHURCH
and its parish community
wish to recognize and express our heartfelt appreciation to

U

Deacon Mickey Webre & Deacon Mike Fletcher

V

for their dedicated service to our parish.
May God continue to bless you and your families!

W

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | JULY 22-AUGUST 11, 2017

Serving in
the permanent
diaconate
is a noble
vocation.
Men who
are called
to be
deacons
utilize
their gifts
for ministry in
different
ways, and
serve for
no other
reason
than love
of God
and the
Church.

The staff and parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul Parish
want to say thank you to our devoted Deacons.

Deacon Hal Goldwire

Deacon Tim Kelly

Deacon Mark Salvato

Deacon Marv Hegarty
(Retired)

Our prayers are with you always.

Thanksto
to our
our Deacons
Deacons for
for their
their joyful
joyful service!
Thanks
service!

MIKE
BUNCH,
BLAN
M
ike B
unch, A
lAn SPEARS,
SpeArS,
JAY
GARLAND
ArlAnd
JAy G
St. Jude
St.
Jude Catholic
CatholicCommunity
Community
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Thank You Deacons of St. Mary Parish

“

I’ve done
about
50 emergency
baptisms and
praying with
families. It’s been
really rewarding,
and I know that
I have a special
call to hospital
ministry.”
DEACON HECKMAN

✝

“Quite frankly, I am in awe of the
deacons in the diocese, they are so dedicated to their ministry, and each time
I talk to one of them, I get inspired and
filled with awe over some of the things
they do,” Deacon Donohoe said. “They
all have these stories that are just tremendous, because they’re all in prayer.
They all want to listen, and they want to
love God and the people of God.”
Not only are these men faithful to
God’s will and serving his people, their
families are tremendous witnesses to
the world as well.
“Deacons in this diocese are tremendously dedicated to their ministry and to their family and they set a
very positive example to the secular
world in witnessing the true presence
of Jesus Christ and the Church to a
world in need of [him], including their
marriages,” said Deacon Donohoe. “It’s
not just the deacons, it’s their families.
Their families give up much for their
husbands and dads to be deacons, but
they also do that for love of God.”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH
IN FORT COLLINS, SAYS:

THANK YOU DEACONS! WE LOVE YOU!

DCN. WARREN LYBARGER

DCN. JEROME KRAFT

DCN. GREG REYNOLDS

Dcn. Greg Frank

Dcn. Anthony Dudzik
(Ret.)

Dcn. Tim Kilbarger

Dcn. Jack Sutton
(Ret.)

Dcn. Dave Thompson

The Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Parishioners and
Staff of St. Mary Catholic Parish wish to recognize and express
our heartfelt appreciation to our Deacons for their faithful
service. May God bless you and your families.
6853 S Prince St | Littleton, CO 80120 | 303.798.8506 | stmarylittleton.org

Saint Joseph Catholic Parish
Golden, Co.

Deacon Ed Clements
and
Deacon Dennis Langdon
Grateful for your witness to
the Gospel and your faithful
ministry in our community
Father Joseph,
the Staff and Parishioners
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Voices

Pilgrimage: A journey through Church history

“L

et it be known to you then
that this salvation of God has
been sent to the Gentiles;
they will listen.” Paul proclaims these
words the end of the book of Acts, capping off the
JARED
biblical narSTAUDT,
rative of the
PHD
work of the
Apostles.
Jared Staudt is the catechet- The story
ical formation specialist for
of salvation
the Office of Evangelization
history
and Family Life Ministries.
doesn’t end
with the death of the Apostles, however,
but continues in the life of the Church,
fulfilling the words of Paul. The Gentiles have accepted the Gospel and have
built up the Kingdom of God on earth.
This is our story and we continue it.
If you want to know how the story
continues after Acts, I’ll be teaching
a class through the Denver Catholic
Catechetical School this year called
“Pilgrimage: A Journey through
Church History.” It begins with the
early Church and follows the story to
today. The class explores the Church

Fathers, the fall of Rome, the building
of Christendom, the High Middles ages,
the Reformation (perfect for the 500th
anniversary this year), the expansion
of the missions around the globe, the
modern revolutions and the Second
Vatican Council. We’ll be looking at and
discussing the most important historical sources and exploring the art of the
various time periods. We’ll be entering
into the Church’s story by allowing the
key figures and events to guide us.
We see one turning point in the story
in the year 430. St. Augustine lay dying
in Hippo as the Vandals prepared to
sack and conquer the city. Augustine
lived at the end of an age as the Roman
Empire slowly crumbled, but also at the
beginning of a new Christian one, an age
he helped forge. The great doctor of the
Church thought through the implications
of the rise of Christianity in an age of
political decline and saw right into the
heart of history. History, unlike the focus
of our textbooks, finds its true course not
in politics or economics, but through love.
Augustine posited that all mankind
belonged to one of two cities: The City

C E L E B R AT I N G 3 5 Y E A R S

DENVER CATHOLIC

BIBLICAL
SCHOOL
ST. JOHN VIANNEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LAY DIVISION

and a true father of Christendom. His
Rule does not seek to build up the earthly
city, but looking to the City of God to
“hasten to do now what will profit us for
eternity.” And this is the key to Catholic
culture and history: Seeking the lasting
city helps us to live better in this life, with
wisdom, courage, and hope.
We are all pilgrims, living in exile in
the city of this world, and journeying
toward the heavenly Jerusalem: “For
here we have no lasting city, but we
seek the city which is to come” (Heb
13:14). And yet we have to build a city on
earth and looking to the past provides
inspiration for this great project. This
is why we should study Church history,
especially as our culture goes through
a period of upheaval, not unlike St.
Augustine’s time. We need the witness
and the legacy of the saints and doctors
to guide our pilgrimage as we continue
the story of the Church. Looking to the
past helps us to plot out our own path
on our journey to eternal life.

i

For class details,
see below.
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BIBLICAL SCHOOL:
Spirit of Christ, Arvada
Mondays, 9:45 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 14 and 28, 9:45 a.m.

St. Peter, Greeley
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 1 and 29, 6:30 p.m.

All Souls, Denver
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 14 and 28, 6:30 p.m.

Holy Name, Englewood
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 10 and 24, 9:00 a.m.

St. Louis, Louisville
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug 7 and 21, 6:30 pm

Immaculate Conception, Lafayette
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 3 and 31, 9:00 a.m.

St. Mark, Highlands Ranch
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 8 and 22, 9:00 a.m.

Ave Maria, Parker
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 10 and 31, 6:30 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Collins
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. AND Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 17, 6:30 p.m.
July 25 and Aug. 29, 9:00 a.m.

St. Stephen, Glenwood Springs
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 27, Aug. 17, Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m.

St. Clare, Edwards
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 8 and 29, 6:30 p.m.

of God and the City of Man. One city
took its shape by loving God before
all else and the other in a love turned
inward on oneself. Augustine taught
us that we live as citizens of our true
homeland above even within the midst
of this passing world: “The glorious
city of God is my theme in this work....
I have undertaken its defense against
those who prefer their own gods to the
Founder of this city — a city surpassingly glorious.” Augustine’s teaching laid
the foundation for a new Christian civilization, Christendom, which sprang up
amidst the ruins of Rome in Europe.
One young man unexpectedly began
building the foundations for this new
civilization. He was studying within the
ruins of the decadent city of Rome in
about the year 500 and fled the temptations of town to live as a hermit in the
wilderness. Eventually, others flocked
to him and he laid the foundations
for monasticism throughout Western
Europe. The monasteries provided the
foundation upon which a new society
was built. St. Benedict, for this work, has
been recognized as a patron of Europe
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THE LADDER OF ASCENT:

APOLOGETICS:

Previously, “Pillars”

Christ the King, Evergreen
Mondays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 24 and Aug. 21, 6:30 p.m.

Light of the World, Littleton
Mondays, 7:00 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 31, Aug. 14 and 28, 7:00 p.m.
Our Lady of the Valley, Windsor
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 7 and 28, 9:30 a.m.
St. Mary, Greeley
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 25, Aug. 8 and 22, 6:30 p.m.
Notre Dame, Denver
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 17 and 31, 7:00 p.m.

St. Gabriel, Colorado Springs
Mondays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 31 and Aug. 28, 9:00 a.m.
Christ on the Mountain, Lakewood
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 29, 6:30 p.m.
Queen of Peace, Aurora
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
July 25 and Aug. 22, 9:00 a.m.

ART OF LIVING:
CHURCH HISTORY:
John Paul II Center, Denver
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 1 and Sept. 5, 9:00 a.m.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Littleton
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Aug. 31, 9:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
+ All classes are subject to a minimum enrollment + You must attend an Information Session before class begins.

For further details and to view a list of summer Information Sessions visit: sjvdenver.edu/biblicalschool or call: 303.715.3195
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Get Involved
AUGUST

AUGUST

Third Annual Ecumenical
Prayer Breakfast

Natural Family
Planning Picnic
5 4 p.m., JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, free. The
Office of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries is
sponsoring a special Mass and
family picnic in celebration of
NFP teachers and couples
using NFP and their families.
For more details or to RSVP.
contact Carrie Keating at 303715-3259 or carrie.keating@
archden.org.

AUGUST

Sam’s Supper
19 8 a.m. - 11 a.m., St. Rafka’s Maronite Catholic Church, 2301 Wadsworth Blvd.,
Lakewood, suggested donation $20. The Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon
cordially invites members of the public, government officials and representatives
of all faiths to attend the 3rd Annual International Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast.
The theme of this year’s breakfast is Lebanon as a P.L.A.C.E. for Faith — Peace,
Love and Coexistence for the children of Abraham. For more details and to RSVP,
visit savechristianmiddleeast.org. photo by anDrew wriGht

JULY
WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available

Child care at Samaritan
House, Tuesday evenings

Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support, assistance
with yardwork and
more. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Samaritan House is
looking for qualified
volunteers to help
provide supervision
in our playroom for
the children on our
family floor while their
parents complete
required classes at the
Samaritan House. To
volunteer as a tutor,
completion of Safe
Environment Training
and your background
check is a must.

Prison ministry
Catholic Jail/Prison
Ministry is in need
of volunteers for
youth detention
facilities. Must be
a fully-initiated,
practicing Catholic,
at least 21 years old
and able to pass a
background check.
If interested, contact
Deacon Steve Vallero
at 303 722-4687.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org.

27

American Chesterton
Society Conference

7/27-7/29, University
of Colorado Colorado
Springs, 1420 Austin
Bluff s Pkwy., Colorado
Springs, cost varies by
package, from $425 to
daily rates. The American
Chesterton Society
Conference is dedicated
to promoting the wit
and wisdom of the great
English polymath and
Catholic convert, G.K.
Chesterton. This year’s
conference is being
hosted by the Denver
Chesterton Society
in Colorado Springs.
Details and registration
at chesterton.org.

25 6 p.m., Mile High Station, 2027 Old
West Colfax Ave., Denver, $200. The
meal that serves many! Annual gala
benefiting Catholic Charities shelter
services. Denver Mayor Michael B.
Hancock will be honored. For details,
sponsorships and tickets, visit
samssupper.org.

27

Gathering at the Grotto

7 p.m., Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 2200
S. Logan St., Denver,
free. Father Brian Larkin
and specially invited
guest speakers will
talk about Catholic
reflections of the
Protestant Reformation.
Snacks, beverages
and free childcare
will be available.
30

St. Bernadette’s 70th
Anniversary Celebration

1 p.m. - 6 p.m., St.
Bernadette Parish,
7240 West 12th Avenue,
Lakewood. Join St.
Bernadette Parish as
they celebrate their
70th anniversary
with a car show and
historical display. Come
dressed in your
favorite era or the
decade that you were
born. For more details,
call 303-233-1523.

AUGUST
4

Sts. Peter and Paul
Garage Sale

8/4, 8 a.m. - 8/6, 2
p.m., Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, 3900 Pierce St.,
Wheat Ridge. Come
visit our HUGE Annual
Garage Sale at Sts.
Peter and Paul! We have
all sorts of items from
furniture, clothing, toys,
decorations, religious
items, tools — pretty
much anything you can
think of! We will feature
a boutique and will be
serving food throughout
the day! Contact 303424-3706 or ministry@
peterandpaulcatholic.
org for more details.
20

its 50th anniversary
with the 11:00 a.m.
Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Aquila.
Original parishioners
who attend this Mass
will be collectively
recognized at the end
of Mass. Following
Mass, new artwork in
the Holy Family Chapel
will be blessed by the
Archbishop. A reception
in the gym will follow.
Light refreshments will
be served, and photos
and memorabilia of the
parish’s past fifty years
will be on display. For
details, email parishinfo@
risenchristchurch.org.

Risen Christ 50th
Anniversary Celebration

11 a.m., Risen Christ
Parish, 3060 S.
Monaco Pkwy., Denver.
Risen Christ Catholic
Parish will celebrate

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classiﬁeds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Young adults gather at the grotto

Father John Nepil made an appearance at the ﬁrst Gathering at the
Grotto June 29, hosted by Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. Young adults
showed up in spades to hear the talk, which addressed the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation from a Catholic perspective. The
next Gathering will be July 27. photo by anya semenoff

Living the ‘Joy of the Gospel’ in the U.S.
Archbishop
Samuel
J. Aquila
and
Auxiliary
Bishop
Jorge H.
Rodriguez led
a group
of 18
delegates to the ﬁrst-ever Convocation of Catholic Leaders, which was
held over the July 4 weekend in Orlando, Fla. Organized by the USCCB,
the gathering served as a chance for key Catholic leaders from dioceses
across the country to discuss practical ways to live out the call from
Pope Francis in the “Joy of the Gospel” to form missionary disciples to
share the Gospel. photo proViDeD

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7
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Perspectives

Awkward? Or wise?

A

sked to name books that gave
me the greatest intellectual
jolt in recent decades, I’d
quickly cite two.
N.T Wright’s The Resurrection of
the Son of
God (ForGEORGE tress Press)
WEIGEL accepts
every
The Catholic Difference
grand-slam
George Weigel is a
bid from
distinguished senior
the guild of
fellow of the Ethics and
Scriptural
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
deconstructionists and skeptics, calmly replies,
“I’ll see you and raise you” — and then
takes the game with a flourish, leaving
the unbiased reader convinced of, well,
the resurrection of the Son of God.
Then there is The Sources of Christian Ethics, by Servais Pinckaers,
OP (Catholic University of America
Press). If I could put one book into
the hands of every (and I mean every)
combatant in the post-Amoris Laetitia
debate, Father Pinckaers’ masterpiece
would be it. Why? Because so much of
the controversy over Pope Francis’s
post-synodal apostolic exhortation
reflects the hard rules/soft rules argument about the Christian moral life

that Pinckaers explodes. The moral
life, he insists, is not first and foremost
a matter of rules; it’s a matter of beatitude. The Sermon on the Mount is the
Magna Carta of Christian ethics. Yes,
there are rules, or moral norms, but
the Church teaches them in order to
lead stumbling humanity toward happiness by helping us grow in the virtues that make for human flourishing.
The recovery of this insight — that
beatitude is the goal of the moral life
and that the virtues are at the heart of
Christian morality — is one of the great
achievements of post-Vatican II Catholic theology. Too many churchmen
seem unaware of it, though, and so they
remain frozen in time, trapped in the
hard rules/soft rules debate. Thus it’s
been interesting in recent months to
see renewed references to the moral
theology of Father Bernhard Häring,
C.SS.R. Häring, an anti-Nazi hero
during World War II, had a significant
influence on the immediate post-Vatican II period; yet, he too seemed
strangely imprisoned in a pre-Vatican
II mindset. He was something of a
rules-centered ethicist before the
Council; he remained something of a
rules-centered ethicist after the Council. What changed was his approach to

the rules: He was a rigorist before the
Council and a laxist afterwards. But the
rules-centered paradigm was the same.
Which is to say, Father Häring
missed the Pinckaers Revolution. And
judging from the commentary in the
wake of Amoris Laetitia, so did a lot
of others, not least among those who
think of themselves as the party of
Catholic progress.
This is very unfortunate. The
Church can and must do a better job
of explaining that, behind every “no”
the Church says to this, that, or the
other human failing or foible, there
is a resounding “yes:” A “yes” to beatitude, a “yes” to human flourishing,
a “yes” to noble living, a “yes” to a
particular virtue. Grasp the “yes,” and
each “no” begins to make sense as an
invitation to live the virtues that make
for a truly fulfilled life. The Pinckaers
approach to the moral life gets us to
“yes.” The rules-based approach — in
its hard (rigorist) or soft (laxist) form
— finds it hard to do that.
I might add that there isn’t a shred
of empirical evidence to suggest that
the lax-rules approach is pastorally
successful in bringing the bored,
alienated, indifferent, or confused
back to a full and sustained practice

of the faith, whereas there’s lot of
evidence that the living parts of the
Church are those that have embraced
the Pinckaers approach–which had a
decisive influence on John Paul II’s
encyclical on the renewal of Catholic
moral theology, Veritatis Splendor.
But that’s a tale for another time.
I was reminded of the Pinckaers/
Häring divide when, a few months
back, Cardinal Vincent Nichols
of Westminster told a meeting in
London that the Church would
“persist” in being “awkward” when
challenged by the many forms of the
sexual revolution. But is that quite
the right image? Is the Church being
“awkward” (or “obstinate,” another
term the cardinal used)?
The 21st-century Church that
proclaims certain moral truths in
the face of sharp cultural opposition
isn’t being different for the sake of
being different or mule-headed; and
it isn’t being deliberately clumsy. The
Church of the New Evangelization is
saying, “Here’s what we think makes
for the happiness you seek. Here are
the virtues that make for that happiness, according to millennia of experience. Let’s talk about it.” That’s true
pastoral accompaniment.

Teen Vogue’s anti-theology of the body

I

f your daughter has a subscription to Teen Vogue, I would
strongly urge you to cancel it.
Immediately.
The magazine recently featured a
how-to artiMARY
cle about a
BETH
particular
BONACCI
sexual
act that I
Bonacci is a syndicated
will leave
columnist based in
unnamed.
Denver and the author of
(Let’s just
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
say that,
aside from its myriad other risks, it
would leave these girls particularly
prone to hemorrhoids.)
I initially didn’t read the article, to
avoid giving them clicks, and also not
particularly wanting that information
in my head. But writing about it, I
thought I should know what it said. So
I skimmed it.
And now I want to throw up.
Lest you wonder if this was merely
a cautionary piece — well, it was
not. It was, in fact, a full-fledged

endorsement. The phrase “feels awesome” appeared at least three times.
Throw in a few “delightfuls,” some
“perfectly normal” and the reassurance that people have been doing this
since the beginning of time, and you’ll
start to get the idea.
These people are not interested in
what is best for your daughters.
I brought it up on Facebook, and
naturally my timeline is exploding
with concerned mothers. Panicked
mothers.
I don’t blame them.
What’s a parent supposed to do in a
situation like this — in world like this?
Do you really need to sit your kid
down and have a long talk about each
and every sexual variant that crosses
their path? Do you have to research
the risks, explain in great detail why it
isn’t “awesome”?
Do we have to inflict all of this
darkness onto our kids?
In a word, no.
In the 30 years I have been
speaking on chastity, I have found

that leading with warnings — about
diseases, risks, pregnancy, even sin
— is not particularly effective. It’s
negative. It’s dark. And teens, whose
neurological capacity to assess risk
isn’t even fully developed, tend not to
believe us anyway.
So what do we do instead?
We inspire them.
When I was a senior in college, I
heard a series of talks on the Church’s
teaching on sex and marriage, based
in the Theology of the Body. I was
completely blown away. It was beautiful. It was about real love — the
deepest desire of my heart. It was
about the God who loves me, and
about the incredible plan he designed
for our bodies and our relationships.
It uplifted me. It inspired me. It made
me want beauty and goodness and
truth in my life.
And it helped me to see all of these
other counterfeits for exactly what
they were. Abuses. The misuse and
distortion of something profoundly
good.

I am a big fan of crowding out the
ugly with the beautiful.
Once teens have a context — once
they appreciate the beauty of God’s
plan for sex and love — the other discussions get a lot easier. Sin? Easy to
understand — taking his plan out of
context does damage to ourselves and
others, so of course God doesn’t want
us to do it. Physical and emotional
risks? Same thing.
Most importantly, if they fully
understand that sex speaks the language of marriage, they won’t be so
inclined to “experiment.”
Obviously, I can’t give you that
entire teaching in the 600 words I
have here. But I wrote a book that
does that. It’s called Real Love, and
you can find it on Amazon.
Even if your kids aren’t reading
Teen Vogue, kids around them probably are. You need to be proactive.
Get lots of good information into
their brains and their hearts. So that
when they see the dark stuff, they will
recognize it for what it is.
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What is your
question about
G.K. Chesterton?

Here are three questions:
1. Why was G.K. Chesterton once so popular?
2. Why did he stop being popular?
3. Why is he becoming popular again?
Now the answers:

1

Gilbert Keith Chesterton (18741936) was a prolific English author
of books, poems, plays and essays,
who wrote about everything and did
so with great wit and verve and insight.
People bought newspapers
just to read his columns
DALE
and bought radios just to
AHLQUIST hear his voice. Immensely
quotable (“To have a right
Dale Ahlquist is the
to do a thing is not at all
president of the American
the same as to be right in
Chesterton Society.
doing it”) and immensely
immense (300 pounds), he stirred the
literary world with his paradoxes (“A
thing worth doing is worth doing badly”)
and his puns (“The world will never
starve for want of wonders, but only for
want of wonder”) and both (“Angels fly
because they take themselves lightly”).
Even though he was not a Catholic, he
created a beloved character in detective
fiction who happened to be a Catholic
priest: Father Brown. He wrote one of
the last great epic poems in the English
language: The Ballad of the White Horse.
He debated some of the leading intellectuals of his day: George Bernard Shaw,
Bertrand Russell and Clarence Darrow.
He conducted two extended speaking
tours of the U.S., and every one of his
lectures was front page news and was
sold out. And he had the same success
in Spain, Italy, Ireland, the Netherlands,
Poland and the Holy Land.

2

He stirred the literary world
again in 1922 when he was
received into the Catholic
Church. His conversion was world
wide news, but in some people’s minds
he went from being a writer to being a
Catholic writer. Though he had always
pointed to God (“The Christian ideal
has not been tried and found wanting.
It has been found difficult and left
untried”), he was now pointing to
Rome. After his death, he naturally
disappeared from the newspapers,
but then he disappeared from the
classroom, where his books were once
taught. The world became a more
depressing place after World War II,
and Chesterton’s message of hope and
joy was not what a jaded and despairing world wanted to hear. His battle
against fads and fashions gave way to...
fads and fashions. His writing, which
dealt with the big questions, fell out of
favor in a climate that wanted to deal
with the small questions.

i
The G.K. Chesterton Conference will
be at the University of ColoradoColorado Springs, July 27-29.
For more information:
chesterton.org/36th-annual-chestertonconference/

3

After two generations grew up
with no exposure to Chesterton, a new generation started
to rediscover him. They found him to
be prophetic (“The next great heresy
is going to be simply an attack on
morality: and especially on sexual
morality”) and timely (“Men do not
differ much about what things they
will call evils; they differ enormously
about what evils they will call excusable”) and profound (“The most ignorant of humanity know by the very
look of earth that they have forgotten
heaven”) He speaks the truth plainly
(“Right is right, even if nobody does it.
Wrong is wrong, even if everybody is
wrong about it”) but also poignantly
(“When people begin to ignore human
dignity, it will not be long before they
begin to ignore human rights”). And
he’s still refreshingly funny (“It is a
the test of a good religion whether you
can joke about it”).
The American Chesterton Society
has played a role in the Chesterton
revival. Gilbert Magazine and “The
Apostle of Common Sense,” a wellwatched series on EWTN helped
popularize Chesterton. We have also
hosted a major conference that has
been held in a different city every
year. This year we are going to be
in Colorado Springs. The three-day
event features outstanding speakers
on a wide range of topics from literature, history, philosophy, economics
and faith and reason. But in a Chestertonian spirit, the conference is
filled with much laughter and convivial debate.
It is open to everyone, from the
novice to the well-read. Everyone will
find something to fascinate them and
inspire them.

The 36th
annual G.K.
Chesterton
Conference
is happening
July 27-29
in Colorado
Springs.
Get to know
the wit and
intellect of
this Catholic literary
giant, who
was both a
fascinating
and inspiring ﬁgure.

“

The
Christian
ideal has not
been tried and
found wanting. It
has been found
diﬃcult and
left untried.”
G.K. CHESTERTON
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

