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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

The Eucharist: Center of the Universe

T

his week, I have been thinking
about Corpus Christi Sunday
— the Solemnity of the Body
and Blood of Christ — which we will
be celebrating on June 18. On this
feast, which the Church has been
celebrating since the 13th Century,
we worship Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and reaffirm his centrality
in our lives. We offer our lives to the
Father with Jesus, as we share in his
one sacrifice made present at every
Mass.
The Catechism describes the
Eucharist as the “source and summit”
of our faith. It is the greatest gift we
have and the sacrament toward which
all the other sacraments are oriented.
Archbishop Fulton Sheen was once
asked shortly before his death about
his commitment to adoring the
Blessed Sacrament for an hour each
day and what inspired him to keep
up that practice. His answer is worth
sharing.
In 1900, when nationalists surged
to power in China, they arrived at a
town where they arrested the parish
priest and took over the local church.
A group of soldiers was commanded
to open the tabernacle and stomp
on the Blessed Sacrament, which
they promptly did. Meanwhile, the
priest was imprisoned in the church’s
coal bin, which allowed him to see
part of the sanctuary. He lost track
of the time, but for days he saw an
ARCHBISHOP’S
SCHEDULE

JUNE 11: Mass and
Confirmation, Sacred
Heart of Mary Parish,
Boulder (11 a.m.)
JUNE 14-16: U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Spring
Meeting, Indianapolis, IN
JUNE 17: Diaconate
ordination, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10 a.m.)

11-year-old girl carefully sneak into the
sanctuary, bow before the hosts scattered on the ground, use her tongue to
reverently pick up and consume one of
them, and then pray in silence before
departing. One fateful day, the priest
saw the little girl begin her ritual only
to be surprised by a guard who burst
through the church door and shot her.
She crawled forward just enough to

“

The Catechism
describes the
Eucharist as the ‘source
and summit’ of our faith.
It is the greatest gift we
have and the sacrament
toward which all the other
sacraments are oriented.”
consume one of the hosts before dying.
Although Archbishop Sheen began
his practice of daily adoration a year
before he was ordained a priest, it
was an 11-year-old Chinese girl who
inspired him to commit to it for the
rest of his life. The Chinese girl’s
faith, reverence, respect and desire to
receive the Eucharist, even at the risk
of her life, inspired him to more deeply
love Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
Hundreds of books have been written about the Eucharist, but as we

@ArchbishopDen

June 3

approach the Feast of Corpus Christi,
I want to focus on how the Blessed
Sacrament must be at center of every
authentic disciple’s life, just as it was
for the little Chinese girl and Archbishop Sheen.
This past January, Pope Francis
asked the faithful gathered for daily
Mass at the Vatican: “Is Jesus Christ
at the center of my life?” To answer
this question, the Holy Father said
that we must do three things: Know
Jesus, worship him and follow him.
Knowing Jesus begins with recognizing him, which is possible through
reading the Scriptures, prayer and
receptivity to the Holy Spirit, who
shows us Jesus. Knowing Jesus
means receiving his love for me and
falling in love with him. We are called
to develop a true friendship with our
Lord and Savior.
One way we worship Jesus is by
receiving the Eucharist in a state of
grace. This means going to Confession before Communion to, in the
words of Pope Francis, “remove from
our hearts other things we adore and
that capture our interest.” Once these
obstacles are removed, our hearts,
minds and souls can become more
receptive to Jesus and conformed
to him. This meeting with Christ
becomes more profound when we
adequately prepare ourselves for
Mass and actively participate in the
prayers of the Mass. One should

prepare by fasting for an hour before
Communion, reading the Mass readings ahead of time, committing to
daily personal prayer and spending
time in Eucharistic adoration.
When we arrive at Mass we should
enter into a silent, reverent conversation with the Lord to prepare
ourselves to encounter him and to
offer our lives to the Father. Instead
of having conversation with others
or greeting neighbors before Mass,
we should greet the one we are there
to worship and prepare ourselves for
the one we love. After Mass is over, we
can visit with our fellow parishioners,
thus placing God first.
Lastly, we place Christ at the center
of our lives by following him. This
means orienting all our decisions, the
order of each day, and our interactions
with others around the Father’s will
and seeking his plan for our lives. It
means being a disciple at the feet of
the Master, learning and imitating his
habits, virtues and desires.
As we prepare to celebrate the
solemn feast of Corpus Christi, I
urge all the faithful of the archdiocese to ask, “Is Jesus at the center of
my life?” and to take steps to more
intensely know, worship and follow
him. May our love for the Eucharistic
Lord be as strong as the love of that
Chinese girl, who to this day continues to give witness to the true presence of Christ by her example!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Pray for people in London, the
killed & injured & their families!
Pray for the conversion of the
world! Our Lady of Fatima,
pray for us.

Published by the Archdiocese of Denver, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 Denver Catholic (USPS 557-020) is published
bi-weekly, except monthly in January. Denver Catholic is printed by Prairie Mountain Publishing, LLC in Boulder. Periodical
postage paid in Denver, CO. SUBSCRIPTIONS: $50 a year in Colorado; $57 per year out of state. Foreign countries: $57
surface, all countries, 6-8 weeks for delivery; $135 air, all other countries (average). Mexico, $63 air; Canada, $70 air.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Denver Catholic, Circulation Dept., 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or email circulation@archden.org. CIRCULATION & CUSTOMER SERVICE: 303-715-3230 or info@archden.org.
General Manager

Director

Business Manager

KARNA SWANSON

ANDREW WRIGHT

MICHAEL O’NEILL

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila stands next to the grave of Julia Greeley
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Vatican Notes

TOBYMAC
with Heart’s Remedy
Pope Francis at the general audience in St. Peter’s Square on May 31, 2017.
photo by daniel ibanez | cna

Pope: A good Christian spreads
hope – not bitterness
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

O

n May 31, Pope Francis said the
Holy Spirit has the power to fill
us with the hope of Christ, in
turn making us Christians vessels that
bring hope to others, rather than bitterness or desperation.
“The Holy Spirit makes us not only
able to hope, but also to be sowers of
hope, that we too are, like him and
thanks to him — the ‘paraclete’ — consolers and defenders of our brothers,
sowers of hope,” Pope Francis.
“A Christian can sow bitterness, can
sow perplexity, and this is not Christian,” he said, adding: “whoever does
this is not a good Christian. Sow hope:
sow the oil of hope, sow the fragrance of
hope, and not the vinegar of bitterness
and hopelessness.”
Hope is simultaneously, as St. Paul
tells us in his letter to the Hebrews,
like an anchor and a sail, the Pope said.
“If the anchor is what gives the boat
safety and keeps it ‘anchored’ between
the waves of the sea, the sail, instead, is
what makes it proceed and advance on
the waters.”
“Hope is really like a sail; it collects
the wind of the Holy Spirit and transforms it into a driving force pushing the

boat, depending on the case, offshore or
to shore,” he explained.
“The Spirit is the wind that drives
us forward, that keeps us on the road,
makes us hear pilgrims and strangers,
and does not allow us to sit and become
a ‘sedentary’ people.”
This is why hope does not disappoint:
“because there is the Holy Spirit within
us that pushes us forward, always!” he
said.
“The expression ‘God of hope’ does
not just mean that God is the object
of our hope, that is, the one we hope
to reach one day in eternal life; it also
means that God is the one who already
makes us hope, indeed, makes us ‘happy
in hope,’” he said.
According to a popular saying, “as
long as there is life, there is hope.”
While this is true, the Pope said that
the converse is also true: “As long as
there is hope, there is life. Men need
hope to live.”
“We will be, in measure of our
capacity, consolers in the image of the
Paraclete,” the Pope said. “That is, the
Holy Spirit, and in all the senses that
this word implies: advocates, helpers,
comforters. Our words and our counsel,
our way of acting, our voice, our gaze,
will be gentle and peaceful.”

Real Estate Specialist for Baby Boomers & Seniors!
Rose P. Wickwire
REALTOR ®
CNE, CPRES, SRES

303.906.6157

5280 Magazine Five Star Professional

SHOPPING

CARNIVAL
KIDS KORAL

JUNE 25 / featuring TOBYMAC with Heart’s Remedy
FREE ACTIVITES AT THE KIDS KORAL

Peddle Tractor Races Petting Zoo
Balloon Artist
Dog Show
Face Painting
Sandbox Play Area
Duck Races
Stick-Horse Rodeo AND MORE!

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND CONCERTS:
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Cover Story

Meet ‘Cowboy John,’ a man
transformed by Christ
BY AARON LAMBERT

H

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

e stands against the orangestained horizon, donned in a
cowboy hat and spurred boots.
Beside him, a horse grazes in the grass,
wearing a saddle that’s ripe for riding. It’s
easy to see that this man and horse share
a bond; one that could only be shared
between a cowboy and his trusty steed.
Meet John Calderon, a cowboy and
Catholic convert whose life has radically been changed by Christ.
Calderon, better known as “Cowboy
John” to some in the community, has
spent the last 28 years in Glenwood
Springs, a town revered for its beautiful mountain scenery and natural hot
springs. The rapid growth of Glenwood
over the past several years has enabled
Calderon to make a decent living as a
tile and stone contractor.
Though Glenwood Springs is a
largely affluent community, the reality is that with large influxes of people
comes an increase in the number of
homeless. Ten years ago, Calderon
wouldn’t have turned a blind eye to
a beggar on the street; today, he calls
some of those beggars friends, and
does much more than just give them
the occasional handout.
“I started noticing people. I feel
like when I look at people around us,”
Calderon said, pointing to a woman
across the street, “I see God’s children
everywhere.”
After his conversion, Calderon felt
compelled to speak to homeless people
in the area. It all started when he pulled
up to McDonald’s in his truck, grabbed
a Big Mac and parked in the parking
lot to eat.
“I’d seen a lot of homeless people in
the area, and I just decided to start joining them for lunch,” he said. “Talking
to them, asking them where they were
from and who they were. It got to where
I enjoyed it.”
ANGEL IN A COWBOY HAT
From there, it grew naturally. Calderon would get to know some of the
homeless people he interacted with
and would gradually offer them more
and more help. Calderon connected
with one homeless couple in particular, David and Diane Whitlock, and

eventually began inviting them to his
home, allowing them to do laundry and
take a hot shower.
“Everybody else turns their back on
us, but John is the only one who actually
helped and said what he was going to
do,” David said.

“

I see God’s children
everywhere.”
JOHN CALDERON

The sad reality of being homeless
isn’t just the difficult living conditions
people find themselves in. The Whitlocks recounted stories of being spit on,
being called expletives, being told to get
a job and worse. Many people who drive
by treat them as less than human, but
not Calderon.
“John is an angel sent from heaven,
I’m telling you,” Diane said. “He is an
inspiration to all of us homeless. He not
only buys us food, or provides for what
we need, he gets out here and talks with
us like we’re human.
“A true Christian is not going to be
afraid to get dirty, and he’s not.”
Living on the streets can lead to a
rough appearance, Calderon said, which
not only makes it hard to get a job, but is
also a big reason why there seems to be
fear among people when approaching a
homeless person.
“I hate that word, ‘homeless,’ it puts
a label over someone’s head. They don’t
look like you or I, and because of that
appearance, it freaks people out,” he
said. “But in reality, there’s a child of
God underneath all of that.”
TRICKS OF THE TRADE
The Whitlocks have been homeless for several years, drifting about
the country, but always end up back
in Glenwood Springs. They believe it’s
because God wanted them to meet Calderon. They have both been having a
tough time finding employment, and
as a married couple of 28 years, they’d
like to be able to do something together.
Calderon was an answer to this
prayer, as well.
“He actually made us comfortable
before he told us he owned a business
and was willing to hire us on and teach
us a trade,” Diane said. “That’s what
we’ve been looking for, something we

After encountering Christ in the Catholic Church, John Calderon began
seeing people differently. He felt compelled to begin helping homeless
people in Glenwood Springs, and is lovingly called an “angel” by some.
photos by andrew wright
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Planning Your Will and
Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.

could do together as a husband and wife
team.”
As a successful business owner, Calderon doesn’t just seek to give handouts to his homeless friends; he wants
to empower them and teach them the
skills to help them stand on their own
two feet.
“There’s a lot of people who really
want to get out of their current situation, but with their appearance and
sometimes looking rough, it’s hard to
get a job,” Calderon explained.
“I try and make a point to offer laboring positions as much as I can. When
I have a project going on somewhere
around this area, I will go pick up someone that I’ve talked to that doesn’t have
a job and I’ll put them to work. There’s
a need for it.”
It’s a need that has spurred Calderon into action. He has plans to start
a nonprofit organization that houses
homeless people and teaches them a
trade, thereby equipping them to enter

the workforce. He’s already in touch
with companies across the nation who
would be willing to offer employment to
people who went through his program.
“It’s important for people to try and
help, not by just handing cash so they
go away, but to actually take that person
and teach them a trade,” Calderon said.
Calderon, an unassuming and
humble man, was resistant to share
his story at first; he didn’t want any
recognition for his acts of charity, and
doesn’t like to be in the spotlight. However, hopes that by his actions, he can
spur others to break down the walls that
stand between society and the homeless population and show true Christian
love to those in need. In doing so, he
insists the rewards are great.
“I feel like I get rewards that I can’t
even speak of, and it [all] comes from
God,” Calderon said. “I want people to
come to realize that there are people
who really care in the Catholic Church,
and we’re inviting them to join us.”

As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com
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Around the Archdiocese

IRON

SHARPENS

IRON

BY AARON LAMBERT

C

ourage. Strength. Leadership.
These are just a few of the qualities men were created to exude;
staples of masculinity that draw each
man closer to God.
Scripture has a lot to say about how
men ought to be. God created Adam
to be king and overseer of all he had
created, and he was called to be a leader
to his wife, Eve. Man was also created
to be a father to his children, to raise
them to know and serve the Lord, and
teach them his commandments. While
the culture perpetuates several different stereotypes about what a true man
is, only God can truly give a man his
name and reveal to him who he was created to be. This can be an intimidating
endeavor, but the good news is men
don’t have to — nor were they created
to — do it alone.
Men need other men to stay sharp.
God designed it this way. Proverbs
27:17 states, “As iron sharpens iron, so
one man sharpens another,” and this
foundational principle is at the heart of
the many men’s ministries that exist in
Denver and beyond. It’s never too late
for a man to seek Christ, and doing so
with other men makes the journey even
more fruitful. If you’re man in need of a
good sharpening, consider one of these
men’s ministries.
MARKED MEN FOR CHRIST
Marked Men For Christ was
co-founded in the early 2000s by Steve
Spicer and Father John Lager, who currently serves as the national chaplain
for Fellowship of Catholic University
Students (FOCUS).
Father Lager has resided in Denver
for the past 33 years and has given many
retreats over the years. He recalled that
in 1995, it became clear to him that
many men’s retreats get “no further
than down past the neck.”

“A lot of it was heady and not much
was seeking into the heart,” Father
Lager said.
He and his friend Steve Spicer began
to pray about beginning a men’s ministry of their own. Led by the Holy Spirit,
they named the ministry Marked Men
For Christ and conceptualized what it
would entail.
The ministry revolves around a “44hour experience of intense, experiential opportunities for men to look at
their own woundedness and seek God’s
healing,” Father Lager said of the weekend retreat, which they refer to as Phase
One. The wounds the retreat focuses
on are common wounds of man — fear,
sadness, anger, loss and shame — and
are meant to mirror the five wounds
of Christ.
The first weekend retreat was in
November 2002; now, 15 years later,
over 260 retreats have been done and
over 8,500 men have earned the title
“marked man for Christ.” What’s more,
Marked Men For Christ has reached far
beyond the borders of the U.S., having
held weekends in countries such as Germany, Austria, Switzerland and even
Rwanda and Uganda.
After going through Phase One, men
are invited to Phase Two, which allows
them to unpack the things God revealed
to them during the Phase One weekend,
and from there, they have the option
to go onto Phase Three, which is an
accountability and prayer group that
meets regularly.
“The reason why Marked Men survives and exists is to build stronger
men for Jesus Christ. We just want to
build men up,” Father Lager explained.
“This is one tool of many that help men
grow in the reality that grace builds on
nature.”
If you’re interested in attending a
Marked Men For Christ Phase One
weekend, visit markedmenforchrist.
org.

PATRIARCH
So you want to start a men’s group,
but don’t have any clue where to start
because let’s face it: Starting a men’s
group can be really intimidating.
That’s where Patriarch comes in.
Started by Father John Ignatius in
2006, what began as a small gathering
of men has grown to 11 different groups
of men nationwide and an annual fall
retreat of about 50 men. Patriarch
equips men with the resources and
curriculum they need to start a group
of their own.
According to the ministry’s website,
Patriarch is “based on the premise that
God is a patriarch and God’s purpose is
to raise up patriarchs.” Ed Lugo, who
helps with development for Patriarch,
said the goal is for a group of men to be
tight-knit.
“They have to have some ownership of their group that allows people
to really enter in so there is a healthy
dynamic in the group,” Lugo said. “You
want the guys in the group to all know
each other.”
Because of this, it’s a little more difficult for men to get plugged in to an
already existing group. Rather, men are
encouraged to start their own group
with other men they already have relationships with.
A typical Patriarch meeting begins in
the book of Genesis and is generally as
follows: There is an opening prayer
based on a Psalm, a time for reflection
focusing on a patriarch from Genesis,

and a closing prayer and resolution
where men state how they’re going to
utilize the lesson learned back at home
with their families.
The fruits of Patriarch can be seen
in the ways the mens’ wives respond,
Father Ignatius said.
“Wives make space in the schedule because they see the value of men
having substantial spiritual fraternal
time together, and that the men take
more initiative in the spiritual leadership of the families,” he said.
“Whenever you gather men around
the Word of God in a prayerful way,
grace happens. It’s not just shared
human wisdom, it’s shared divine
wisdom that’s being applied and being
aspired to growing as men, as husbands,
as fathers.”
If you’re interested in starting a
Patriarch group, be sure to visit patriarchmen.org.
MEN FOR ALL SEASONS
As one of the biggest parishes in the
Archdiocese of Denver, it should come
as no surprise that St. Thomas More has
one of the most thriving parish men’s
ministries. Started 10 years ago and still
going strong today, Men For All Seasons
draws up to 150 men each Friday that it
meets during the school year.
Using engaging content and small
group discussions, Men For All Seasons
is an hour each week that men can come
and engage in “spiritual exercise,” as
Steve Bell calls it. Bell has been involved
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Attend my free “Wills and Trusts 101” workshop and learn about

“Trump’s Death-Tax Plan”
. . . and what you should do now
to prepare for an uncertain future

Hello. My name is Richard Hughes, senior partner of The Hughes Law
Firm. We are a boutique 18-member estate planning and elder law ﬁrm
dedicated to protecting and preserving family legacies.

Denver is home to several
vibrant men’s ministries,
including Marked Men
For Christ, Patriarch and
Men For All Seasons at
St. Thomas More Parish.
Recently, some 150 men
from Men For All Seasons
consecrated themselves
to Mary. photos by andrew wright

in the ministry from the beginning, and
is one of 20 core team members who
facilitate the program.
“[Men] spend a lot of time focusing
on our work, we spend a lot of time
focusing on our physical exercise; our
point is that spiritual exercise should
be as important to our lives as our work
and our families and our physical exercise,” Bell explained. “Take an hour a
week to exercise the spiritual side of
your lives.”
Men For All Seasons has used That
Man Is You, Bishop Robert Barron’s
Catholicism series and more as curriculum to feed the men who come.
Recently, the group went through
Father Michael Gaitley’s 33 Days to
Morning Glory, which resulted in a
first for the ministry: on the Feast of

“

The reason why
Marked Men
survives and exists is to
build stronger men for
Jesus Christ. We just
want to build men up.”
FATHER JOHN LAGER

the Annunciation, 150 men consecrated
themselves to Mary.
Paul Lum Lung and his wife, Colleen,
have been facilitating Father Gaitley’s
programs at St. Thomas More for the
past five years, and as a member of the
content committee, it was Lum Lung’s
suggestion to lead the men through 33
Days to Morning Glory. Father Gaitley
emphasizes the importance of being
consecrated to Mary, and that struck a
chord with Lum Lung.
“Marian consecration is basically consecration to Jesus,” he explained. “Mary,
being his mother, knew Jesus best. By
consecrating yourself to Mary, that’s
going to enable her to lead you to Jesus.”
Men For All Seasons meets at 6:20
a.m. every Friday during the school year
at St. Thomas More Parish.

If you are a careful life-long saver, real estate or equities investor,
business owner, inheritor, or professional, join me to discover how to plan
for the second half of life under a new administration and tax regimen.
Here’s what else you’ll learn:
• 5 sure-fire ways to avoid probate
• How properly drafted powers of attorney can help families protect assets even
after a nursing home admission
• Wills vs. trusts vs. beneficiary deeds vs. DIY planning
• The little-known secret to avoiding future nursing home bills of $8000+/mo.
without buying LTC insurance or giving everything to your children now
• Ensuring the optimum stretch-out, asset protection, and management of unspent
IRAs, 401(k)s, and other retirement plans you leave your children
• Preventing a surviving spouse from disinheriting the children or other beneficiaries
of the first spouse to die—particularly in a 2nd or subsequent marriage
• Avoiding the high cost, family conflict, and courtroom drama a sudden stroke or
Alzheimer’s can cause
• How our Bulletproof Trust™ shields what you leave your children or other loved
ones from their divorces, medical bills, credit card debt, lawsuits,
IRS liens, substance issues, over-generosity, investment blunders, and other
costly mistakes
Since 1974, my staff and I have helped over 80,000 Colorado families reduce their
stress and worries, protect their assets and income, ﬁnd valuable government beneﬁts, and
plan wisely for their loved ones, cherished pets, and causes.
If you are thinking about updating your old will and trust, or starting your planning
from scratch, my Wills and Trusts 101 workshop is the perfect place to begin. Bring your
spouse or a friend and proﬁt! Learn all about us at TheHughesLawFirm.net.
A special invitation to the members of our strategic partners:

FREE 90 Minute Workshops
Lakewood Heritage Center
801 S Yarrow St., Lakewood 80226

(Just off Wadsworth Blvd. and Ohio Ave.)

Call for reservations today.

(720) 259-4393

(recorded 24 hr. reservation line)

or register on-line at

seminars.TheHughesLawFirm.net

Tuesday, June 13th at 2pm or
Saturday, June 24th at 10am
Olympian Plaza: Reception and Event Center
975 S Union Blvd., Colorado Springs 80910
Thursday, June 15th at 2pm
Margaret Carpenter Recreation Center
11151 Colorado Blvd., Thornton 80233
(110th Place & Colorado Blvd. West side of street)

Saturday, June 17th at 10am
Heather Gardens
2888 S. Heather Gardens Way, Aurora 80014
1974
Specializing in Peace of Mind

SM

(South on Abilene from Yale then turn right on
Heather Gardens Way to Community Room)

Thursday, June 22nd at 2pm

Complimentary refreshments and snacks served • Free convenient parking

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Be a Part
of the Second Century
of the

Cathedral Basilica
of the

Immaculate Conception!!
Father Ron Cattany - Pastor and Rector
Your façade contributions will help
repair and replace the missing,
cracked and broken stone and
carvings which have become a safety
hazard. Your interior improvement
contributions will address access,
security, safety, wall and altar repairs.
Help us preserve our historic and
iconic Cathedral Basilica for
the next 100 years.
$2.3
million

$4.4
million
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What does spiritual
fatherhood mean to you?
T
his Father’s Day, we remember not only our earthly fathers, but the priests
who are our “spiritual fathers” as well. These men so generously give
their entire lives to devote themselves to raising up a spiritual family in
the Church and reflect in a unique way the Father’s love for us in their sacrificial
care. Remember to say thank you to your priest this Father’s Day!

For Archbishop Aquila,
a spiritual father means
possessing “manly
virtues, care and
compassion for people
and leading people to
encounter Christ.” For
him, he exercises his
own spiritual fatherhood
by “celebrating Mass
and visiting people
after Mass — with
young people, meeting
with college students
who are discerning
vocations and helping
them in the discernment
process and working
with my brother priests.”
To develop a greater
identity as a spiritual
father, he advised, “See
Jesus as the example,
his love for the Father.
Deepen your personal
relationship with the
Father and truly come
to know yourself as a
beloved son in the Son.”

“

Being
assigned
to live and
work at SJV seminary,
I have many moments
of rewarding spiritual
fatherhood. It is a
privilege to be invited
to walk with young
men on their journey
towards priesthood –
seeing them grow in
their love for Jesus
and desire to serve His
Church. Most recently,
being present at the
ordinations on May 13
and praying for them
as they received holy
orders! I am so proud
of them, and happy for
the Church of Denver.”
FR. JIM THERMOS

“

To be a
spiritual
father is
to generate life in
imitation of our Father
in Heaven. None of us
are the makers of these
lives; yet we have been
entrusted these children
by our Lord. As spiritual
fathers, we are called to
foster, correct, train, and
encourage our children
until they bear fruit that
will abide. Any father,
natural or spiritual,
rejoices in seeing their
sons and daughters
grow to their full stature
in Christ Jesus. May
we always receive from
our fathers in Christ
strength, wisdom,
and compassion.”
FR. NATHAN GOEBEL

ARCHBISHOP
SAMUEL J. AQUILA

We’ll Make Your
First Payment

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today

Around the Archdiocese

up to $400, when you finance an
Enterprise Car Sales vehicle with
Fidelis Catholic Credit Union.1

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680 and above to receive the 2.49% interest
rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on
age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles May 1 - June 30, 2017.
1
Vehicle must be financed using standard financing terms through Fidelis Catholic Federal Credit Union (Fidelis) to qualify for payment
offer. Fidelis will make the first payment on the payment due date up to $400 on member’s behalf after vehicle is financed through
Fidelis. Offer void when 7-day Repurchase Agreement is activated. Offer valid May 1 - June 30, 2017. No cash advances. Offer not valid
for previous Enterprise purchases or with any other offer.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

WHY ARE PRIESTS CALLED “FATHER”?
We see early references to the title in the New Testament. St. Paul refers to himself as “father” of the Corinthians, and St. John the Apostle writes to his “children” in 1 John 2 and refers to his fellow priests as “fathers,” following the tradition of referring to Jewish elders as “father” (Acts 7:2, 22:1).
Until around the year 400, a bishop was called “father” (“papa”); this title was
then used solely for the Bishop of Rome, and in English was called “pope.”
Later, St. Benedict, in an early version of his rule, gave the title to spiritual confessors, since they were the guardians of souls. As monastic
orders developed, it also became customary to call the leader “abbot”
or “abbess,” which is a variation of the Hebrew word for father,
“abba,” but in the more familiar sense of the word, like “daddy.”
In the Middle Ages, the term “father” was used to address
friars because through their teaching and charity they cared for
the needs of God’s children, according to Fr. William Saunders
in an article for The Arlington Catholic Herald. stocK photo
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“

Jesus
said that
‘Whoever
sees Me, sees the Father’
(Jn 12:45). Because
a priest is an alter
Christus, people call him
‘Father.’ Fathers protect,
they provide and they
establish. In my ministry
as a priest of Christ,
I establish the divine
life in a soul through
holy Baptism. I protect
them spiritually in the
Sacrament of Penance.
And I provide the
heavenly Food through
the Holy Sacriﬁce of
the Mass. Another huge
part of fatherhood is
being present. In these
few days and weeks of
being a priest, I have
found that being present
in the manifestation of
fatherly and priestly love
for souls. The fatherly
presence of a priest
helps the baptized
soul experience what
Jesus experienced
in His baptism when
the voice of the Father
came from heaven and
declared, ‘You are my
beloved son, with you
I am well pleased.’
And it’s this work of
presence, together with
protecting, providing,
and establishing, that
gives joy and meaning
to my vocation.”
FR. NICHOLAS LARKIN

“

On the day
of a man’s
priestly
ordination, the man
becomes conﬁgured to
Christ the high priest
in a radical way, and
‘with the help of God,’
he consents to the
questions the bishop
asks of him. As a
physical father of a
household protects
his children from
harm, provides for
them in their needs,
and establishes an
environment of love
and care, so too does
a so-called ‘spiritual
father,’ yet in a radically
diﬀerent way. As the rite
of ordination aﬃrms,
the priest is to ‘strive
to bring the faithful
together into one family,
so that [he] may lead
them to God the Father
through Christ in the
Holy Spirit.’ In a similar
but diﬀerent way as
the physical father, the
spiritual father is to pray
and oﬀer sacriﬁces for
his children — his sheep
— in imitation of Jesus
the Good Shepherd. He
is to learn what it means
to protect his sheep,
provide for them, and
establish their identity
as children of our true
Father in Heaven.
After having been
ordained for one year, I
am still learning what it
means to be a father. I
am grateful to God and
to the Church for having
called and aﬃrmed
my vocation to Holy
Orders. Even though it
still sometimes throws
me oﬀ when people twice
my age call me ‘Father,’
I strive to remain in
imitation of Jesus, who
always directs us to
His Father in Heaven.
Happy Father’s Day!”
FR. MATT MAGEE

“

An image
of my father
that will
remain with me forever
was of him kneeling
next to his bed at night,
praying before he went
to sleep. He often came
home exhausted, but he
always made time for
prayer. It was clear by
the way he lived that the
Lord was the center of
his life.
So when I think of a
spiritual father, I think
of my dad as a model. To
be a spiritual father is
to be in touch with the
Lord, and just as my dad
lifted up all the concerns
he had about his family
(seven children), so must
a priest. He carries
in his heart the joys,
sorrows, successes and
failures of the people
whom he loves and for
whom he has given his
life. My father was very
aware of his foibles and
leaned on my mother
to help him. In a like
manner, a spiritual
father is cognizant of
his ‘weaknesses’ and
he leans on the Blessed
Mother to help him as
he guides his family.
My father taught us we
couldn’t have everything
we wanted because
it didn’t always bring
happiness. In a similar
manner, a spiritual
father teaches his
people to discern the
will of God and see how
that is a better path to
happiness than what our
world often presents as
the source of happiness.
Being a spiritual father
means being willing to
undergo conversion and
to trust and with Peter to
say, ‘Yes, Lord I do love
you.’ It means becoming
an instrument of the
Lord and often begins
by going to our knees
and lifting up the people
whom we love to the one
who is Father of us all.”
MONSIGNOR
BERNIE SCHMITZ

Father Michael Pavlakovich
The Staff and Parishioners at
Light of the World Roman Catholic Church
wish to thank you for your twelve years of faithful service!
Many blessings as you begin your new adventure.

We welcome our new

Pastor, Fr. Matthew Book

and look forward to our new journey with you!
10316 W Bowles Ave, Littleton, CO 80127

Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception
Extending a warm welcome to
our new parochial vicars,
Fr. Emmanuel Osigwe and
Fr. Francesco Basso!

Fr. Emmanuel Osigwe

Fr. Francesco Basso

The clergy, staff and parishioners
of the Cathedral Basilica.

1530 Logan Street, Denver, CO 80203
303-831-7010 • www.denvercathedral.org
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7 Reasons You Need
an Estate Plan
1.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of
up to twelve months or more.

2.

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing
home costs, which average $8,000 per month in Colorado!

3.

DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the door with
your ex in-law.

4.

REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger
instead of your children if your spouse gets remarried after your
death.

5.
6.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible

7.

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive

Around the Archdiocese

Cardinal O’Malley visits
Denver’s Annunciation Parish
Boston’s archbishop addresses
immigration, life issues
BY CARMEN ELENA VILLA

adults from spending their inheritance all at once.
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

Learn more about the benefits of having a Living Trust.

Call 303.736.6060 or go online to
www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshops on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303.736.6060

Wednesday, June 21st
2:00 PM or 6:30 PM
Hampton Inn & Suites
3095 W. County Line
Littleton, CO 80129

Catherine Hammond, Attorney

Saturday, June 24th
10:00 AM
Hilton Garden Inn Denver/
Highlands Ranch
1050 Plaza Drive
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”

7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303.736.6060

E

carmen.villa@archden.org
@EPCatolico

ven though the horizon looks
bleak when it comes to immigration and end-of-life issues,
there is hope, says the archbishop of
Boston, Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley.
The cardinal, who is also the
newest member of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, spoke to
the Denver Catholic en Español during
a visit to Denver last month, motivated
by the first communion of his nephew.
The Capuchin cardinal, 72, made
time during his quick trip to visit the
parish served by the Capuchins here in
Denver, Annunciation Parish, where he
celebrated the morning Spanish Mass
on May 28th.
Pope Benedict XVI elevated Boston’s
archbishop to a cardinal in 2006, and
in January, Pope Francis appointed him
as a full board member of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. He
is also a member of the Pope’s “council
of cardinals” and president of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection
of Minors.
Cardinal O’Malley has a master’s
degree in religious education and a
doctorate in Spanish and Portuguese
literature from Catholic University of
America.

DENVER CATHOLIC: You began
your priesthood serving the Hispanic community as the executive
director of the Archdiocese of
Washington’s Spanish Catholic
Center in the early 1970s. How did
you get to that position?
CARDINAL O’MALLEY: I was in
Washington from 1965 to 1984. When
I was in Washington there was a great
migration caused by the war in Central America. When I was a deacon, I
was told that I was going to work on
Easter Island in Chile with the Capuchins. But before my priestly ordination, the archbishop of Washington,
D.C., told my provincial: ‘I have only
one priest that speaks Spanish. Leave
that brother here,’ so I spent 20 years
in Washington working with the Hispanic community.
DC: How do you view the situation

of the Hispanic community of
that time compared to the current
situation?
CO: It was the time of the wars in
Central America, and many of them
were farmers and refugees. They
fled from violence and misery. Their
farms were destroyed by the wars.
It was dangerous. There were a lot
of Salvadorian immigrants. At that
time, I got to know Blessed Óscar
Romero very closely. Most of the

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Independent Living Assisted Living Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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parishioners were undocumented
people. We can see that so many
decades later we are in a similar
situation.
DC: The Hispanic community

faces many challenges with regard
to immigration, how do we resolve
this issue?
CO: We urgently need a new legislation to deal with immigration
issues. We should have more generous quotas and work visas for those
who want to work in the agricultural
sector so that they can be with their
families. Now there are many people
who are trapped and cannot go back
to visit their families, or re-enter
the country for the next harvest.
President Bush tried with a bill that
was sponsored by John McCain, a
Republican, but even with that, it
was not approved. Obama couldn’t
either. And like that, many years have
passed and this has become more

MARISOL
SERVICES

MARISOL

SERVICES

Cardinal O’ Malley celebrates Mass
at Annunciation Parish on May 28
during a visit to Denver. photo by anya semenoff

urgent than ever. We must solve the
problems of the people and stop these
deportations.
More than 60 percent of undocumented immigrants that live here
have been here for more than 10
years, and many of them have children who are US citizens. Many
of them own a home. The government must have a policy that favors
families and should consider the
situations of many undocumented
workers who have been hard workers
and who have contributed a lot to
the country. Talking about them as
if they were all delinquents is very
unfair, and the Church, which has
always been an immigrant church,
must raise its voice in defense of the
undocumented.

DC: You are known for fighting in

favor of the life of the unborn and
the terminally ill, what challenges
do you see in this country regarding life issues?
CO: The appointment of the new
Supreme Court justice [Colorado
native Neil Gorsuch] gives us hope.
The president promised to name
someone who was pro-life and it
seems that he kept that promise.
Also, the new judge has written a
book on physician-assisted suicide.
He is a man who understands the
seriousness of these ethical problems. It is a very serious and very
difficult challenge also because
every year there are more states
that submit referendums to legalize
euthanasia. This is a result of the
extreme individualism of the culture.
We must take care of each other.
Every human being at the beginning and at the end of his life needs
someone to take care of him. It’s the
human condition!

MARISOL
SERVICES

DC: What message can we give to

those who fear being deported?

CO: The hope is that there are many

MARISOL

people who already realize the need
to have more just [immigration] laws,
and a pathway for people to have documents. The president said that when
they managed to close the border and
deport the criminals, he would treat

HOMES

Read about Carmen’s transformation
at ccdenver.org/MoveIn

the undocumented immigrants who
are here with mercy. I hope this happens soon.

SERVICES

JOIN THE
MOVE-IN
MATERNITY
CHALLENGE

The former Father Ed Judy House has a new name and a
new location. We are now part of Catholic Charities’ Marisol
Homes. In just 2 weeks we are moving to a new location.
Building construction is complete but we still need beds and
furnishings for 16 rooms before we can house and serve
single expectant mothers and single women, with children,
who are experiencing homelessness. If we band together,
giving just $78 each, we can make the move happen.

Join the Challenge at ccdenver.org/MoveIn
PLEASE DONATE
TODAY!

WHEN YOU TRANSFORM A ROOM,
YOU TRANSFORM A LIFE.
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Around the Archdiocese

‘Well done, good and faithful servants’
Priests celebrate milestone anniversaries

65 YEARS

60 YEARS

50 YEARS

MONSIGNOR
EDWARD MADDEN

CARDINAL J.
FRANCIS STAFFORD

FATHER ANGELO
OSSINO

FATHER JAMES
KLEINER

FATHER MICHAEL
SMITH

MONSIGNOR
KEN LEONE

Monsignor Edward
Madden remembers
hearing God’s call to the
priesthood as young as
three years old. While
attending daily Mass
at St. John’s Parish
with his mother, he was
inspired by the example the priests there
and thought, “I could
do that.” Now, 65 years
after his ordination,
Monsignor Madden
remains grateful for the
opportunity to serve.
“It was a good life,” he
said. “I never thought
I’d last this long. Whatever the Lord wants, I’ll
try to do what he says.”
Monsignor Madden
says the Mass is what
has sustained him all of
these years, and he feels
blessed to still be able
to concelebrate Mass
each day at Mullen
Home. “The Mass has
been the center of
everything. I’m greatly
devoted to the Mass, so
the privilege of offering
Mass each day has been
a wonderful support
and strength for me.”
Imparting valuable
words of wisdom to
younger priests, Monsignor Madden hopes
they, too, realize the
importance of the Mass,
and prayer as well. “The
main thing is to bring
the Eucharist to the
people,” he said.

Celebrating his 60th
anniversary, Cardinal
J. Francis Stafford,
Archbishop emeritus of
Denver, who discovered
his vocation in 1952 on a
pilgrimage with friends,
recalled 1993’s World
Youth Day in Denver
as one of his fondest
memories. “The young
people…were greeting
Pope John Paul II. When
I glanced at [him], he
was in tears. They were
tears of joy.” Cardinal
Stafford, 85, said he considers himself a “blessed,
‘spiritual’ grandfather.”
He also shared a word of
advice to young priests:
“Dear brothers in Christ
Jesus! I think of you
and turn often to Him
on your behalf. I ask the
intercession of St. John
Paul II, whose influence
on your generation has
been remarkably fruitful. May he intercede
before God that you may
be consecrated. ‘Consecrate’ means to offer
yourselves in sacrifice.
May God consecrate you
in truth and holiness.
These are days when
‘saints are not enough…
You have to keep climbing higher and higher,
always climbing higher
still. Up to the ultimate
sanctity, the ultimate
purity, the ultimate
beauty...You must have
the courage to tell the
truth’” (Péguy).

Though originally
ordained in Missouri,
Father Angelo Ossino
has spent much of his
past 60 years as a prirest serving richly in the
Archdiocese of Denver.
He was incardinated
into the archdiocese
in 1975, and served as
pastor and associate
pastor at several of
Denver’s most vibrant
parishes, including St.
Pius X, St. Joseph in
Golden and St. Jude in
Lakewood. His ministry
wasn’t just limited to
the parish, however;
he taught at various
Catholic schools in
Missouri and Louisiana and earned his
master’s in religious
education from Loyola
University in Chicago.
His upbringing in an
Italian neighborhood in
Omaha, Neb., informed
the way he lived his life.
“Life has been God’s
precious and loving gift
to me,” Father Ossino
recounted. “I have
learned so much about
giving and receiving,
about faith and prayer,
and about treasuring
good food, good friends
and good wine! I have so
much to celebrate.”

Father James Kleiner,
originally ordained
in Canada, served as
pastor at St. Joan of
Arc and St. Elizabeth of
Hungary. Now retired,
he celebrates his 50th
anniversary. He attributes his “initial thrust”
into the vocation to
priesthood to “Catholic education and the
thrust for missionary
work.” The anniversary marks a special
time in his life: “It’s a
time of memory of the
many experiences and
people over the years.
Our whole faith is a
question of memory. It
is a milestone — I am
thankful for the gift of
perseverance. It’s amazing to look back over
the 50 years and how
the perceived problems
have changed, and how
the world has changed.”
Father Kleiner notes
that his sense of humor
has helped him persevere in the vocation.
“While the vocation
is serious, we have to
live too, and not take
ourselves too seriously.
I think wisdom-figures
were very important to
me, which in my old age,
I feel the lack of, but I
had outstanding mentors over the years. And
they were the ones who
encouraged me…I miss
that very much.”

Father Michael Smith
was born in Missouri in
1936 and was ordained
in 1967 in St. Louis, Missouri. He taught at Regis
Jesuit High School
and later was involved
in campus ministry at
St. Louis University
and Regis College in
Denver. Later, he was
appointed pastor at
Sacred Heart Parish in
Paonia and later Sacred
Heart Parish in Fruita,
where he was known for
his “inclusiveness and
acceptance of people
just as they are,” according to an article about
his retirement in the
Diocese of Pueblo. “I
was appointed pastor
of Sacred Heart Church
in Fruita, Colo., and
pastor of nearby Holy
Family School in Grand
Junction, Colo. These
parishioners and school
children taught me how
to be a good pastor and
a man for others for 14
years: For me, heaven
had met earth,” Father
Smith said. He currently lives in Denver
with the Xavier Jesuit
Center and is involved
in pastoral ministry.

Monisgnor Ken Leone
looks back on the past
50 years as a priest
fondly. “I think I am
the luckiest person on
the face of this earth
because I have gotten
to see God at work in so
many situations,” the
joyful priest said. “A lot
of people think there
are no longer miracles
like there were in the
time of Jesus; that is
absolutely not true. God
is at work, and I have
seen God at work. It’s
just amazing.” Monsignor Leone has had a
very fruitful tenure as a
priest and has remained
active outside of parish
life. He still, to this
day, provides spiritual
direction to seminarians at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary
and leads retreats frequently. “It’s amazing
how you see God at
work on those retreats,”
he said. Overall, Monsignor Leone has no
regrets and has loved
every minute of being
a priest. “It’s the greatest life you could ever
live on the face of this
earth,” he says proudly.
“I would do it over again
in a heartbeat.”
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25 YEARS

5 YEARS

FATHER EDWARD
POEHLMANN

FATHER ROLAND
FREEMAN

FATHER ANDREAS
HOECK

FATHER GREGORIE
VIDAL

FATHER FRANK
MARONEY

Not one to retire yet,
even at 50 years, Father
Edward Poehlmann
serves as pastor of Presentation of Our Lady
Parish in Denver. He’s
served several extended
assignments as a parish
pastor throughout his
priesthood, including
St. Mary’s in Breckenridge and its missions
for 18 years (he headed
three building projects
while there), St. Clare of
Assisi for 12 years, and
Presentation for the
last 12 years (and just
signed on for six more).
He grew up attending
Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Denver, where
the seed for his priestly
vocation was planted.
When he was ordained
in 1967, he taught religion and philosophy
at a few of the local
Catholic high schools
alongside being a parish
priest. Reflecting on the
past 50 years, Father
Poehlmann said he’s
“grateful for a number
of things: good health,
wonderful parishioners
… and opportunities to
serve in all these other
capacities.” To younger
priests, he offers these
words of advice: “They
have to set up a lot
of meaningful relationships in parishes.
People demand that
today. You really have to
be yourself.”

After finishing high
school, Father Roland
Freeman joined the
Benedictines as a
brother. During his
formation, he reflected
on the centrality of the
Eucharist, the “front and
apex” of the Christian
life, and then he left the
Benedictines to enter the
seminary and become a
priest. He was ordained
on May 27, 1967.
During his priesthood,
he had a variety of ministries that involved
sharing the sacraments,
teaching children,
adults, seminarians,
giving retreats to priests
and laity, and using his
professional training
in helping others with
emotional disorders. He
served as director of a
psychological services
center. Currently, he
lives at All Saints Parish
in Denver and assists in
several parishes with
sacramental ministries.
For him, this anniversary
is an occasion for “deep
thanksgiving to God and
profound wonder at God
has accomplished, even
in my life”.
He says that the key to
being faithful to his vocation is “fidelity to prayer,
the prayer of the Eucharist, which is the gift that
forms one into the profound and unsurpassable
mystery of Christ’s selfless love for all.”

Father Andreas Hoeck
was born into a Catholic
family, and when he
received the sacraments
of confession, communion and confirmation
as a child, the inner
calling to the priesthood was confirmed.
He joined the seminary
and was ordained on
April 4, 1992. Right after
his ordination, he was
sent to earn a doctorate
in Catholic Exegesis
(Bible Interpretation)
at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome.
Since 2001, Father
Hoeck has been teaching biblical science
at Saint John Vianney
Theological Seminary.
For his 25th anniversary, Father Hoeck
shares: “Looking back
over these years, the
heart is definitely filled
with gratitude to God
for having been given
the grace of perseverance, of joy and inner
peace.” But it is not
just looking back: “One
also realizes that the
number of years ahead
are rather counted, and
one sets his sight on
the eventual goal in the
not too distant future.
That powerful thought
helps to steady the pace
and ‘press on towards
Christ’ (Philippians
3:14), as long as health
and physical strength
hold up.”

Father Gregorie Vidal
was born on January
25th, 1963, in Albi, in
the South of France.
Raised in a Catholic
family, he met the
Community of the Beatitudes when he was a
teenager in the early
1980s through a prayer
group his parents
were attending, and he
entered the Community in 1983. He then
studied in Rome, and
served in Central Africa
for two years, where
he learned to speak
the native language
Sango. He was ordained
a Catholic priest on
June 28th, 1992, in
Cordes (Diocese of Albi,
France), and served
many years in France,
and also as a pastor in
Nimes. He arrived in
the U.S. in 2009 and
has been serving as a
pastor in St. Catherine
of Siena Parish since
then. He completed
a Ph.D in Theology
(Sacred Scriptures) in
March 2012, about the
“Divine sonship and
universal brotherhood,
in the Gospel of Saint
Luke.” Father Gregorie is a man of many
languages (French,
Italian, English, Spanish, Sango), of many talents (soccer, marathons,
nature and science) and
even a ventriloquist!

Father Frank Maroney,
ordained in Denver
and current pastor of
St. Francis of Assisi in
Longmont, celebrates
his 25th anniversary. He
remembers how after
a youth group meeting, the youth director
asked him if he had ever
thought about becoming a priest. “I replied
that was not my cup of
tea. And he responded
profoundly, saying if I
had any inkling at all, I
had a responsibility to
find out for sure. Well,
I hadn’t had an inkling
until he asked me!”
Father Maroney spent
a few years discerning
and eventually told
the Lord, “Lord, I hope
you know what you are
doing this time!” before
entering the seminary
in Denver. Father
Maroney said, “[Young
priests probably] have
words of advice for
me! They seem to be so
well rooted not only in
Scripture…I appreciate
their commitment and
sense of zeal. It gives
me a sense of hope for
the Church.” The key
to being faithful to the
vocation, he said, is
“The Lord, of course,”
and the priests in his
Caritas support group
that meet monthly.

• Rev. Juan
Bonilla
• Rev. Wojiech
Gierasimczyk
• Rev. Samuel
Morehead
• Rev. Ryan
O’Neill
10 YEARS
• Very Rev.
Randy
Dollins, V.G.
• Rev. Timothy
Hjelstrom
• Rev. Mark
Kovacik
20 YEARS
• Rev. Jorge
Aguera
• Rev. Daniel
Norick
• Very Rev.
Rocco
Porter, V.F.
• Rev. Daniel
Zimmerschied
30 YEARS
• Rev. Timothy
Gaines
• Very Rev.
Michael
Pavlakovich,
V.F.
• Most Rev.
Jorge
Rodriguez,
S.T.D.
35 YEARS
• Rev. Msgr.
Edward
Buelt
• Rev. John
Hilton
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Arvada parish marks halfcentury of Christian love
BY ROXANNE KING

O

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

n the feast of St. Joan of Arc, May
30, the only church in the Denver
Archdiocese named after the
15th century French peasant girl turned
soldier marked it’s 50th anniversary.
A mystic known for her devotion
and courage, St. Joan is remembered
on the day she was burned at the stake in
Rouen, condemned as a witch and heretic. A quarter century later, the verdict
that led to her death at 19 was nullified.
She was canonized a saint in 1920.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila was the
main celebrant of the Arvada parish’s
anniversary Mass.
“As we celebrate this anniversary
today…and as we celebrate the solemnity of St. Joan of Arc, it is a reminder of

what it means to keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus,” the archbishop said in his homily.
“To be those willing to deny ourselves in
the steps of Jesus. That is the invitation
that Jesus gives us…to heed the Gospel
and to live it no matter the cost.”
Father Nathan Goebel, the pastor,
was a concelebrant of the Mass, as were
three former pastors — Father Joseph
Cao, Father Timothy Gaines and Father
James Kleiner — and former parochial
vicars: Msgr. David Croak, Msgr. Anthony
McDaid and honorary parochial vicar
Dominican Father Robert Staes. The
parish’s assisting priest, Father James
Cuneo, was unable to attend.
Charter members of the parish were
recognized at the Mass.
“The parishioners are the lifeblood
of every parish,” Archbishop Aquila said
in his closing remarks. “The pastors and
parochial vicars come and go but it is

you, the people who are so dedicated and
faithful to Christ and to the parish, that
keep it sustained. So thank you to all of
you for your great witness.”
At a festive, sumptuous reception
after the Mass, a video and still photos
honored the priests, deacons, laity and
history of the parish.
“We’ve been blessed with an
extremely devout community, one
centered in Christ and in community,”
Father Goebel told the Denver Catholic.
Pastor for about a year, the 34-year-old
priest added, “As soon I came in, I was
impressed with the number of ministries
here, especially spiritual ministries.”
The vibrant parish life is in keeping
with the spirit of the saint it honors,
Father Goebel said.
“St. Joan of Arc is known for her
devotion,” he said. “She received a word
from the saints inspired by God to be a

THE VINCENTIANS
WA L K I N G

WITH

THE

EducatEd and FormEd
PriEsts in thE rocky mountains
and GrEat Plains sincE 1906.

POOR

“It has been a joy for me to
have shared St. Vincent’s love
of the poor with so many priests
and people in the Archdiocese
and beyond.”

In 1906, Bishop Nicholas Matz invited the Vincentians of the
Western Province to Denver to open St. Thomas Seminary.
For nearly 90 years, Vincentian fathers and brothers prepared
more than 1,100 priests and hundreds of the laity for service in
the Church. Today, the Vincentian presence is still found in
the lives of communities throughout the greater Denver area:
parish ministry, Colorado Vincentian Volunteers, and many
Vincentian Family groups and communities.

– Fr. Paul Golden, C.M.

As the Vincentians celebrate 200 years of service in the
United States, we invite you to join us! Please consider
supporting our Walking with the Poor Campaign. You can
find out more and donate at: Vincentian.org/200years.html.

Congregation of the mission western provinCe

●

13663 Rider Trail North

●

Earth City, MO 63045

●

vincentian.org

●

314.344.1184
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Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila celebrated
Mass for St. Joan of
Arc’s 50th anniversary. The parish has
been a staple in the
Arvada community
and exemplifies a rich
culture of devotion.
photo by anya semenoff

witness for the world, which at the time
was living in fear and resignation. If our
parish emulates anything from her it
would be that devotion: not only can they
receive the word [of God] in their hearts
but they live it out in their lives.”
The 50-plus parish ministries range
from the parish preschool to sandwich
line to perpetual adoration. Faith formation includes youth ministry, RCIA
and the Neocatechumenal Way. Social
groups range from Pint with a Priest for
young adults to Seniors Club.
“I would put our Senior Club up against
any [other] in the diocese,” Father Goebel
said, only half-joking. “The Knights of
Columbus council in our parish has
earned the [organization’s] highest award
in the state a number of times and even
just this year, the [Knight’s] pro-life
family of the year was from our parish,
Dan and Jackie Murphy.”
Growth in Arvada led to the founding
of the city’s second Catholic parish on
Aug. 22, 1967. The pioneer pastor, the
late Msgr. James Rasby, named it after
St. Joan of Arc because of his special
devotion to her.
Before the church was built in 1968,
daily Masses were held in the rectory
chapel at 58th Avenue and Oak Street,

Thank you, Father Piotr Mozdyniewicz,
for being our faithful Shepherd these past seven
years. Our souls have ﬂourished under your
care! You will be greatly missed, but know
that many prayers and best wishes
go with you to your new assignment.

7555 Grant Place, Arvada, CO 80002
(303) 422-1280

Fr. Ma�hew Book

May God bless you in your new
parish. You will be long
remembered and we thank the
Lord for allowing
us to have you as our pastor
and spiritual guide .
The Staﬀ and Parishioners
of St. Joseph ask that God
bless you and keep you
safely in His arms as you
con�nue to serve Him.

Saint Joseph Catholic Parish

Fr. Joseph Tran
We pray that your �me with us
will be blessed with much
happiness. We look forward to
growing with you as you leads
us on the road to
strengthening our Catholic faith.

while Sunday Masses were held at Arvada
West High School. Holy day liturgies were
held at King of Glory Lutheran Church.
Today the modern, 800-seat sanctuary located at 12735 W. 58th Avenue,
serves 2,200 households, said Deacon
Rex Pilger, director of business and adult
formation.
“This year we’ll probably increase to
2,300 households,” he said, citing rapid
growth in west Arvada and the north
Jefferson County area.
The parish’s anniversary logo features
the message: St. Joan of Arc Catholic
Church, 1967-2017, “50 Years of Love.”
The motto aims to highlight the years of
Christian love and charity the parish is
celebrating similar to the half-century
anniversary of a married couple, Father
Goebel said.
“It’s not meant to be an epitaph,” he
said with his characteristic good humor.
“I’m very blessed to be here in the 50th
anniversary. It’s humbling because you
realize you’re standing on the shoulders
of a lot of other people who have sacrificed greatly to make this parish what it is.
“I don’t feel like I’m a custodian or
curator of a museum,” he added. “We’re
still developing, still growing. I think our
parish is going to be here a long time.”

A FEW FUN FACTS ABOUT ST.
JOAN OF ARC PARISH:
• Current pastor Father Goebel
is part of a popular weekly
podcast with three other
young priests called, “Catholic
Stuff You Should Know.”
• At the time he served as the
parish’s founding priest in 1967,
Msgr. Rasby, who was then
Father Rasby, was the youngest
pastor in the archdiocese.
• The parish has four deacons,
one of which is retired Deacon
Hugh Downey, founder of a
ministry in Africa. Because of
his apostolate, Deacon Downey
lives in Africa half the year.
• Director of Music and
Liturgy Andi Weber was
once a country singer.
• Besides Msgr. Rasby, previous
pastors include: Father
Robert Durrie, Father Michael
Walsh, Father James Kleiner,
Father Timothy Gaines
and Father Joseph Cao.

FR. BOGUSLAW REBACZ
Congratulations on your priestly ordination!
With great joy, we welcome you to
Our Lady of the Valley and St. Mary-Ault.

The clergy, staff and
parishioners
of the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
thank Fr. Roger Lascelle
for his years of
dedicated service.
May God bless you
with a happy and
peaceful retirement!

1530 Logan Street, Denver, CO 80203
(303) 831-7010 • www.denvercathedral.org
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Father Traynor grateful for opportunity to serve
BY KARNA SWANSON

F

karna.swanson@archden.org
@KarnaSwanson

ather Scott Traynor, rector of
the St. John Vianney Theological Seminary from 2013 through
May 2017, describes his four-year term
as rector of St. John Vianney Theological Seminary as “a great gift.”
Father Traynor will begin a new
assignment next month at St. Benedict
Parish in Yankton, South Dakota, in his
home diocese of Sioux Falls.
In February, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila named Father Daniel Leonard,
most recently pastor of Christ the King
Parish in Denver, as the new seminary
rector.
Father Traynor was the third rector
of the seminary, succeeding Msgr.
Michael Glenn, current pastor at Our
Lady of Peace in Silverthorne, who
had served as rector for 12 years. Archbishop Aquila served as the seminary’s
founding rector.
Father Traynor’s time in Denver was

Father Scott Traynor has served as rector of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary for the past four years. file photo

his second stint serving at the seminary.
From 2004-2007, he was a formator and
professor at the seminary.
Father Traynor told Denver Catholic
that his assignment was “an unexpected
chance to be back in the archdiocese,
and a great opportunity to be once again
working at St. John Vianney Seminary,
which is such a tremendous seminary.”

BACK TO PARISH LIFE
In his 17 years as a priest, Father
Traynor has been a parish priest for all
of them, except for the last four years.
He’s excited to get back into parish life:
“It is a joy as a priest to go back to what
I was ordained as a priest to be…a parish
priest.”
St. Benedict Parish was founded in

1993 as the second parish of Yankton,
and the parish currently lists some 800
families as members.
An additional bonus for Father Traynor is the parish’s proximity to the Broom
Tree Conference and Retreat Center,
where he will assist with giving retreats
and spiritual direction.
“It is a beautiful place,” he said, “offering outstanding retreat opportunities.”
Half of the operations at Broom Tree
involve silent 3-day Ignatian spiritual
exercises that are conducted in silence,
with the opportunity for several talks a
day, and meetings with a spiritual director. The center also hosts 8-day spiritual
exercises, as was as 30-day Ignatian spiritual exercises for seminarians, priests
and religious.
The other half is a youth camp, with
opportunities for camping.
“It’s a beautiful gem in southeast South
Dakota,” Father Traynor said, “and a lot of
beautiful work, both in retreats and in the
activities of the youth and family camp,
to help families grow together, with each
other, and in faith with God.”

Thank You, Fr. Jerry! We are grateful for 12 years
of ministry to the Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Community!
Our prayers are with you as you move to your new
communities in Holyoke, Haxtun and Fleming!
God Bless You!

We welcome Fr. Nicholas Thompson as our new Pastor.
May the Lord bless you abundantly in your ministry at
Saint Rose of Lima. Our prayers and support are with you!
Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church
355 S. Navajo Street Denver, CO 80223

A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado
Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org

A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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May God bless you and guide you as you
assume your assignment as Pastor of
Holy Cross Parish.

Clancy’s Irish Pub & Pietra’s Pizza

9th Annual

Cold Beer

Sausage Sandwiches
and More Great Food

Congratulations, Fr. Warli!
The Parishioners and staff of St. Michael the
Archangel Catholic Church in Aurora.

Rev. Daniel Norick celebrates 20 years
of serving the Catholic Community.
A big congratulation and may God continue
to bless you.

Thank you
for
all you do!

Wild
Serenade
Shot
IN THE DARK MOUNTAIN IN BLUE
FRIDAY NIGHT

SUNDAY NIGHT

SATURDAY NIGHT

........................................

PIERCE ST.
JUNE 23 , 24, 25 3900WHEAT
RIDGE
gates open at 5pm

........................................

Family Friendly Fun

GREAT FOOD, KIDS Games & Rides, Bingo, Cash Raffle

CAR SHOW SATURDAY NIGHT

TEAM

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
DONATE ONLINE TODAY!

SamHouseDenver.org/RTR

JUNE 10-17, 2017
For seven consecutive years,
Team Samaritan House has biked in
Ride the Rockies to support the
men, women, and children
who call Samaritan House
their temporary home.

This year the team
of 44 riders
will attempt to raise
more than $150,000
for Colorado’s homeless.
Join us in support of all those
in need of hope and dignity.

SamHouseDenver.org/RTR

18

JUNE 10-23, 2017 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Voices

Miscarriage: The secret that shouldn’t be kept

W

e buried our child yesterday. A child I got to know
only though the sound of a
heartbeat in a doctor’s office.
We listened to
DANIEL that heartBARELA beat every
week for
Freshman Catholic
a month
Daniel Barela is a husband,
while meadad, native Coloradan and
surements
a newly minted Catholic.
were taken.
Every week our baby didn’t seem to
grow. My wife kept saying that she
knew something was wrong, but I kept
faith in that heartbeat.
It never seems like it’s too early to
start asking yourself questions about
your baby’s life. Is it a boy or a girl?
Will they look more like their Mama
or their Papa? How will our new baby
interact with our daughter? Will our
daughter be a good older sister?
I thought it was a boy, but that’s
probably because we already have
a little girl. My wife wanted a boy,

although she said at times that she
thought it was a girl. I liked the idea of
the pitter patter of sister’s feet running
all over the house.
We will never know the answer
to most, and possibly all, of those
questions.
At the start of the fourth ultrasound, the first thing the nurse said
was, “I can’t find a heartbeat.”
“I’ll go get the doctor.”
When the nurse walked out of the
room my wife burst into tears and I
think I have been somewhat numb
ever since. In a wonderful act of kindness, before we left the office, the
nurse revealed to us that she too had
suffered a miscarriage and let us know
that we were not isolated in our grief.
When we went to see our general
practitioner, he shared that he lost a
baby in the ninth month.
One of the nurses told us that she
had had four miscarriages. Not only
did she give us the comfort of knowing
that we were not alone, she gave my
wife her home phone number and an

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House
Summer Program of Individually Directed Retreats
June 12 – 21
July 23 – July 2
July 4 – 13
August 14 – 23
June 12 – July 13 (30-day Spiritual Exercises)
If you are new to Colorado:
Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House is an oasis of peace
and beauty, dedicated to retreats and spiritual
direction in the tradition of St. Ignatius Loyola,
welcoming those who seek to deepen their relationship
with God. We are located on 280 acres in the colorful
foothills of the Rocky Mountains and surrounded by
spectacular natural beauty, the Retreat House oﬀers
the perfect setting for solitude, reﬂection and prayer.

invitation to call her at any time if she
needed to talk.
It became apparent to us that so
many people had gone through this
pain, yet it was something that we had
heard so little about.
From a purely medical point of view,
it was best that we found out about our
child’s death as early as possible, but the
miracle of modern technology started
us on a long and painful path. We had
to wait a week to see if my wife’s body
would miscarry the baby naturally.
It’s heart wrenching to be waiting
and hoping for your wife to miscarry
your baby.
Once that didn’t happen, we
induced it, and that was more painful
than the waiting.
Even then, it still wasn’t over. There
was still tissue remaining and they had
to operate to remove it.
Throughout this horrible process,
the stories continued to pour in from
friends that we had known for years;
even my father told me that my great
grandmother had two miscarriages
before my grandmother was born.
I am at a loss as to why this is such a
secret. While I understand that these
stories could cause women that are
going through pregnancy unnecessary
stress, the secrecy does leave couples
like us potentially isolated trying to
cope with pain and self-doubt.
Without trying to discount any of
the kind-hearted people that were so
valuable to us, the most wonderful gift
came to us from the Archdiocese of
Denver. Our doctor told us that Mount
Olivet holds a monthly service for miscarried children.
Laura and her staff at Mount Olivet
handled everything with a deft, caring
hand, even though getting the remains
to them was difficult and confusing.

At the service, a volunteer passed
out flowers and tissues. Another had
made caskets and clothes for the
babies to be buried in. The priest and
the deacon were warm and compassionate. To congregate with other
families going through what we were
helped enormously. And they picked a
beautiful spot for our child.
There are two other people that
were essential to getting us through
this heartbreak. Our daughter was a
constant light for us, especially her
mother. For a time, she was the only
thing that could put a smile on my
wife’s face and her hugs consoled her
mother’s tears. Caring for our little girl
kept me focused on what I could control (as much as you can control a one
year old).
The other was the child we lost, to
whom we gave the name Cruz.
Though the pain of our loss, Cruz
taught us that we have so much to be
thankful for. Cruz taught us that a
healthy baby is truly a miracle by experiencing one of a million things that
can go wrong during a pregnancy. Cruz
taught us to cherish our daughter even
more.
Cruz taught me and my wife that
we can rely on each other through
dark days. That we can lean on each
other for strength even if it’s by falling
toward one other. Thanks to Cruz we
know that, not just trust in it.
Cruz taught me how much I deeply
and authentically love my wife.
That’s a heck of a lot of impact for
such a short life.

i
For more information on special services at Mount Olivet for children
and babies, call (303) 425-9511

For as little as

$60
reach over

by listing your business in the

2017 Denver Catholic Annual Business Directory
Issue date: June 24 / Deadline: June 13

200,000

READERS

Individually directed retreats
available throughout the year.

2016 ANNUAL

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

THINK ALL SENIOR LIVING
IS THE SAME?

Find & Like Us on Facebook

2835 W. 32nd Avenue Denver, Colorado 80211

CHILivingCommunities.org

Uniting Your Faith and Finances

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR
PERSONAL
TOUR

Think again. Springwood’s locally and
privately owned campus will change the
way you think about retirement living.

No matter what your needs are
Springwood offers Independent Living,
Assisted Living and Memory Care.

(303) 424-6550

6550 Yank Way, Arvada CO. 80004
www.springwoodretirement.com

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Schedule a tour today
303-964-3804.

Call: 303.424.5037 Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our convenient offices!
ARVADA • NORTHGLENN

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Name
You
& Afford
For
Over
AAName
You
Can Can
TrustTrust
& Afford
For Over 35
Years
A NAME YOU CAN TRUST & AFFORD FOR OVER 35 YEARS

FOR MORE INFO CALL TODAY!
Mike O’Neill 303.715.3253
Kim Grace 303.715.3217
Clemente Carballo 303.715.3265

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 35 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

• INSURANCE CLAIMS
• EXPERT REPAIR WORK
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

35 Years

• Residential
FREE ESTIMATES
FREE ESTIMATES
• INSURANCE CLAIMS
INSURANCE CLAIMS
• EXPERT REPAIR •
WORK
• EXPERT
REPAIR WORK
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM
GUTTERS
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

• Commercial
• Industrial

• Lighting Design
GUTTERS
303-232-0324
www.millsroofingcompany.com
• Building and Parking
• LICENSED AND INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
2221 Gray Street
Edgewater, CO 80214
Lot Maintenance
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
www.millsroofingcompany.com
• INSURANCE
CLAIMS
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
•2221
EXPERTGray
REPAIR WORK
Street
Edgewater,
CO 80214
• SPECIAL
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
• LICENSED
AND INSURED
2221 Gray Street
$30 off
www.millsroofingcompany.com
Good Electric Service Co., Inc.
CO 80214
303-232-0324 Edgewater,
with ad 5401
W. 48th Ave., Denver, CO 80212
www.millsroofingcompany.com

2221 Gray Street Edgewater, CO 80214

303-232-0324

303-455-5160
303-232-0324

70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Get Involved
JUNE

JUNE

Permanent Diaconate
Ordination

Ride the
Rockies
10 For the seventh
consecutive year, Team
Samaritan House will
bike in Ride the Rockies
to help Colorado’s
homeless. Consider
supporting the team by
donating to their cause.
Visit samhousedenver.
org/rtr for more details.
JUNE

St. Mary’s in
Brush 50th
Anniversary
17 10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. The following men will be ordained permanent deacons: David Arling,
Ron Beck, Geoffrey Bennett, Hal Goldwire, Robert Lanciotti, Ernest Martinez,
Darell Nepil, Greg Perzinski, Pat Travis. The ordination will be available to view live
online at archden.org/livestream.

JUNE
WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available

Child care at Samaritan
House, Tuesday evenings

Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support and assisting
with assembling tea
boxes. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Samaritan House is
looking for qualified
volunteers to help
provide supervision
in our playroom for
the children on our
family floor while their
parents complete
required classes at the
Samaritan House. To
volunteer as a tutor,
completion of Safe
Environment Training
and your background
check is a must.

Help seniors at Mulroy
Senior Center
Individual or small
group needed
Monday through
Thursday at Mulroy
Senior Center, 10
a.m. until noon.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities, contact
Rebecca at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

14 	Getting to Know Our

Muslim Neighbors

6:30 p.m., St. Elizabeth
of Hungary Parish, 1060
St. Francis Way, Denver,
free. St. Elizabth of Hungary will host a speaker
from the Colorado
Muslim Speaker Bureau
who will give an introduction to Muslims in
America. Our community
is focused on expanding hospitality and
welcome to our neighbors. Please join us for
an informative evening
and discussion. Contact
beth@stelizabthdenver.
org for more details.
17 Julia Greeley Guild
fundraiser with the Rockies
1:10 p.m., Coors Field,
vs. San Francisco Giants,
$20 Upper Reserved
Infield ($23 face value),
$30 Outfield Box ($40
face value). The Colorado

25 10 a.m., St. Mary’s Parish, 340
Stanford St., Brush. Join the St. Mary’s
Parish community and Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila as they celebrate the
parish’s 50th anniversary. Mass begins
at 10 a.m., followed by a parish-wide
celebration.

Rockies invite you to
come enjoy a game while
giving back to the Julia
Greeley Guild! A portion
of each ticket sold will
go directly to the Julia
Greeley Fund! For more
information and to buy
tickets. contact Mary at
mary.leisring@archden.
org. for more details.
23 	Sts. Peter and Paul

Annual Festival

6/23 - 6/25, Sts. Peter
and Paul Parish, 3900
Pierce St, Wheat Ridge,
free. The Sts. Peter
& Paul Parish festival
contains live music,
great food, cold beer
and games for the whole
family to enjoy. Also
featuring the crowd
favorite traditional Italian
sausage sandwiches
made locally by hand.
Live Music From Wild
Mountain and Serenade
in Blue. For more details,
contact 303-424-3706

or businessmanager@
peterandpaulcatholic.org.
23 	Mother Cabrini Shrine

Gala

5:30 p.m., Pinnacle Club
at the Grand Hyatt, 555
17th St., #3700, Denver,
$150 per ticket. The
annual Mother Cabrini
Shrine Gala raises funds
for the maintenance
and operations of the
Shrine. For more details
and to buy tickets, visit
mothercabrinishrine.
org/ways-to-give/
annual-gala.

26 	Bishop Machebeuf

Robotics Camp

6/26 - 6/30, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. each day, Bishop
Machebeuf High School,
458 Uinta Way, Denver,
$125. Bishop Machebuef
will be holding a robotics
camp as part of its STEM
curriculum. The camp
is open to students
entering 5th through 8th
grade and is limited to
25 students. To register,
visit stemeducation.
nd.edu/denver.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classifieds 303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

In honor of Father’s
Day…some dad jokes
Father’s Day is next weekend, which makes
it the perfect time to highlight a talent most
dads don’t get nearly enough recognition for:
dad jokes. Dads have a knack for coming up
with jokes that are so bad that they’re funny,
and admit it: We love them. We asked you, our
dear readers, to share some of your best dad
jokes. Here were some of the highlights:
• “Two guys walk into a bar, the third one
ducks!”
• “Man who stands on toilet is high on pot!”
• “My dad is an elevator operator. He said the
business has its ups & downs.”
• “’Hey, they are looking for you.’
‘Who?’
‘The squirrels, they think you’re nuts!’”
And here are a few of our favorites that we
found on Google:
• “Have you heard of the corduroy pillow? It’s
making headlines!”
• “You’re American when you go into the
bathroom, and you’re American when you
come out, but do you know what you are
while you’re in there? European.”
• “If you see a robbery at an Apple store, does
that make you an iWitness?”
• “Asked my dad where my sunglasses are.
He said, ‘I don’t know, where are my dad
glasses?’”

Priests got pipes
When was the last
time an album made
by a choir of priests
topped the Billboard
chart? Our money’s on
never, but that’s exactly
what’s happened for the
Priestly Fraternity of St.
Peter, who are active in
37 dioceses around the
country, including our
very own Archdiocese
of Denver. Their new
album, Requiem, is a
collection of Gregorian
Chant and Polyphony
music that topped Billboard’s Classical Overall
and Classical Traditional Charts and made

#1 on iTunes and Amazon’s Classical charts.
It’s a record full of beautiful sacred music that
should be heard by any
fan of classical or chant
music, and certainly
by any Catholic. To get
a copy for yourself, be
sure to visit fssp.com/
requiem-the-fraternity.

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JUNE 11
6:30 a.m. English,
CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
CatholicTV Mass

SUNDAY, JUNE 18
6:30 a.m. English,
CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
CatholicTV Mass

SUNDAY, JUNE 25
6:30 a.m. English,
CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish,
CatholicTV Mass
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Perspectives

Thoughts on the Western Wall, fifty years later

P

hotographs can capture exceptional moments in an iconic
way, making the original experience “present” emotionally as well
as pictorially.
The
photo of U.S.
GEORGE Marines
WEIGEL raising the
American
The Catholic Difference
flag on Iwo
George Weigel is a
Jima’s Mt.
distinguished senior
Suribachi
fellow of the Ethics and
“means
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
a Marine
Corps for
the next 500 years,” Secretary of the
Navy James Forrestal said in 1945.
The image of John F. Kennedy, Jr.’s
boyish salute as his father’s casket left
Washington’s St. Matthew’s Cathedral
in 1963 helped cement the “Camelot”
myth into its seemingly impregnable
place in American public life. The
“Earthscape” pictures shot by Apollo
8 astronauts at Christmas 1968 continue to play a not-insignificant role in
today’s environmental movement.
And then there is David Rubinger’s iconic photo of young Israeli
paratroopers at the Western Wall
of Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem on
June 7, 1967. The faces of those young
soldiers, their expressions conveying

surprise, awe, and wonder, tell a tale
of national regeneration that stirred
my heart when I was a teenager – a
story that continues to inspire today.
Yet the reunification of Jerusalem
fifty years ago almost never happened.
The Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan had controlled East Jerusalem since 1948. The Jordanian king,
Hussein, was a serious man with little
reason to esteem the volatile Egyptian strongman, Gamal Abdel Nasser,
who was busily trying to undermine
Hussein’s rule. And despite the depredations Jordanians had committed
in the parts of post-1948 Jerusalem
under their rule — including turning
Jewish gravestones into latrine pavements — relations between Israel and
Jordan were far more rational than
between Israel and Egypt. Yet when
the crunch came in late May 1967,
Hussein, under enormous pressure,
signed an alliance with Egypt and
joined the Arab assault on Israel — a
mistake that cost him the West Bank
and the eastern sectors of Jerusalem.
As a result, Israeli paratroopers
stood at the Western Wall. And a
Jewish polity was in charge of the
most sacred of Jewish sites for the
first time since Titus destroyed the
Temple in 70 A.D.
I’ve been to Jerusalem four times,

most recently in November 2015,
and on each occasion I’ve visited the
Western Wall and prayed there: for the
“peace of Jerusalem” of which Psalm
122 speaks; for Jewish friends throughout the world; for my own family and
friends, especially those in particular
need. My 2015 visit to the Holy City
was especially encouraging, though,
because it suggested that something
resembling a real religion-and-society
debate is finally emerging in Israel.
On previous visits, beginning in
1988, I lectured at Hebrew University
and spoke on programs organized
by scholarly and civic organizations, the discussion always being
about religion-and-society. Except
it was a non-discussion, or at least
a non-starter, for until recently, the
religion-and-society debate in Israel
meant ultra-orthodox Jews vs. thoroughly secularized Jews, which didn’t
leave a whole lot of room for serious
conversation.
November 2015 was different.
While leading a week-long seminar on
deep secularization and its effects in
Europe (and on the democratic project
throughout the world), I met younger
Israeli scholars, deeply immersed in
their Judaism and keen students of
political philosophy, who were trying
to articulate a Jewish theological

rationale for human rights, democracy,
the rule of law, and so forth. They were,
in the main, Modern Orthodox and I
thoroughly enjoyed our exchanges, one
of which can be kibitzed on YouTube
[weigel.link/50years]. Their work
represents the possibility of creating
something missing from Israeli society
and culture for too long: a religiously-informed public philosophy for
shaping the typically-raucous Israeli
debate over the country’s present
and future. Developing that body of
thought is not going to be easy. But
it wasn’t going to happen at all when
the only actors on the stage were the
ultra-Orthodox and the hard-core secularists, so now there is a chance.
On this fiftieth anniversary of the
reunification of Jerusalem, thanks are
also due to the Israeli authorities for
the care they have taken to make genuine pilgrimage possible throughout
the Holy City, which is far more open
to people of all faiths today than it was
when the city was divided between
1948 and 1967. Israel’s admirable
stewardship of Jerusalem is too infrequently acknowledged; it’s both a duty
and a pleasure to acknowledge it here.
To return to the psalmist, “For the
peace of Jerusalem, pray.…May peace
reign in your walls/in your palaces,
peace!”

Masculinity: More than just a hairy chest

“

God wished women to be smooth and to rejoice
in their locks growing spontaneously, as a horse
in his mane. But He adorned man like the lions, with a
beard, and endowed him as an attribute of manhood,
with a hairy chest: a sign of strength and rule.”

I

have a beard and a hairy chest. I
like craft beers. I love the Lord of
the Rings. That’s pretty masculine, right?
FATHER
I am also
SCOTT
a 31-year
BAILEY old Roman
Catholic
Guest Column
priest with
Father Scott Bailey serves
a bachelor’s
as the archbishop’s priest
degree in
secretary. This article was
philosooriginally published in
Stain’d Magazine. Reprinted
phy and a
here with permission.
Master of
Divinity. I don’t watch sports and I

ST. CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

don’t have cable. I enjoy action movies,
but I prefer movies that make me think
and teach me something about what it
means to be human. I love the theater,
art and reading books. I suppose by
many standards I do not fit a popular
conception of masculinity. Except for
the beard and the beer and the Lord of
the Rings. Those fit.
As a priest, I have the joy of meeting lots of people and I get to lead
many of them in their spiritual and
moral lives. That is the most fulfilling
and most fatherly and probably the
most manly thing that I do. While I’m

not perfect at it, I think that that is the
part which sums up the true meaning
of masculinity: selfless leadership.
Christianity has been reflecting on
the meaning of being human (and of
femininity and masculinity) for two
millennia. Saints and theologians
have mulled over the examples of
patriarchs in the Old Testament and
disciples in the New Testament. They
have long reflected upon the Bible and
in doing so they have discovered a God
who created men and women and who
has left us a guide map for how to live.
In Christian circles there has been
a great emphasis on the meaning of
femininity and feminine spirituality
in the last 30 years or so — tracking
with the growth of feminism in the
secular world. This was certainly the
case in the Catholic Church when
Pope John Paul II was the pope,
because he wrote more about the
nature and dignity of women than any
pope who came before him. In the last

several years, a similar conversation
has been happening in the Christian
world regarding masculinity and masculine spirituality. While we do not
have a pope who is writing prolifically
about this topic, Catholics have a long
history of reflecting on the essence of
what it means to be a man.
First, let’s consider a man’s body. In
Christian thought, the body has meaning because God created our bodies
and he doesn’t do anything without a
purpose. Pope John Paul II called this
concept “the language of the body.” The
body is an expression of a person and
God purposefully designed the male
body with certain characteristics. For
example, in general, men’s bodies are
taller, bigger and stronger than women’s
bodies. Now, I realize that I am speaking in generalizations here, but a quick
glance around any crowd of people will
show that this is true. Most men have
a larger build than most women. If the
body has meaning, then this could imply
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Fathers, you are teachers

A

s dads we want our kids to be
happy. We want them to be
healthy, successful, and to
have fulfilling relationships. But don’t
we want more than that? More than
anything
R. JARED else, we can
STAUDT,
help our
PHD
kids to find
a deeper
Guest Column
and lasting
Jared Staudt is the
happiness
catechetical formation
in coming
specialist for the Oﬃce
to know
of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries.
Jesus and
living a life
with and through Him.
Fathers have more influence on
the faith life of their children than
anyone else — more than mothers,
grandparents, teachers, and the
parish priest. Studies have shown that
if fathers do not practice the faith,
children are very unlikely to do so in
adulthood. If fathers do, children are
more likely than not to attend church
in the future. Fathers are called to
lead their families in the faith and to
provide a model of the Christian life
for their children.
As fathers we are called to be the
teachers of our children, primarily
by providing an example for them.
Parents are the primary educators

of their children and this includes
education in the faith. Fathers have to
take a central role in this education,
because, as we’ve seen, they’re so crucial in the religious formation of their
kids.
There are a few things we can do as
dads to be effective teachers. First of
all, we need put God first, especially
by prioritizing Sunday Mass. Everything else should be built around
that central moment of the week. It
speaks volumes when sports, recreation and work fit in after worship
and not before it. Making Sunday a
special day also creates space for just
for being together as a family and
having the leisure to be active outside, play games, talk together, have a
bigger dinner and enjoy each other’s
company.
Throughout the rest of the week,
we continue to put God first by praying every day. Our kids need to be
taught how to pray. It may be simple,
but it’s not necessarily intuitive. It’s
good to teach some of the simple
devotions like the Rosary, Divine
Mercy Chaplet and the Stations of
the Cross, but we also should help
our kids to learn deeper prayer as
well. Reading the Bible through lectio
divina is an important way to learn
how to pray. In lectio, we read a short

passage of the Bible, where we listen
to God’s voice. Then we think about
it, trying to understand what God is
saying to us in the passage. We speak
back to God in prayer, responding
to what we heard. Then we sit with
God in silence, seeking union with
Him and listening to His voice in our
hearts. It’s a conversation with God
and a two-way street where we’re listening and responding.
Teaching our kids how to pray may
be one of the most important things
we do, but we have to do active things

with them as well. James Stenson has
noted that our kids don’t usually see
us work, but only during our down
time. It’s important to for our kids to
see us at our best, by drawing them
into our strengths and skills when
possible, but also but working on
family projects together. This is not
just a matter of teaching them skills,
but teaching them the art of life. We
have to guide them through challenging tasks, model how to respond to
mistakes and establish common purposes and goals for the family.
The art of life includes prayer,
work, character formation and learning how to be strong in the face of
difficulties. Right now one of the key
challenges we face in the family is
technology. Here we have to lead by
example as well. How can we be moderate in the use of technology, not
allowing it to dominate us, but rather
using it as a useful tool? Emphasizing
prayer and family time over technology makes an important statement
about priorities. Limiting technology
is a major task for fathers today and a
key aspect of our role as teachers.
Overall, our kids look to us to teach
them what’s really important. Our
actions teach them and guide them
in the faith and prepare them for the
adventure of life.

a couple of things. 1) It might mean
that men are made for the demands of
physical work since they have the build
to do heavy lifting and tasks that require
physical endurance. And 2) it might
imply that men are made to protect that
which is smaller and weaker, namely
women and children. Interestingly, both
of these things suggest that the man is
working on behalf of others. Either he
is doing physical labor to provide for
others or he is protecting those who
are weaker than himself. Either way, a
simple consideration of the meaning
of a man’s body suggests that he is supposed to give of himself generously.
What does the Bible have to say
about being a man? I’ll summarize it
in three words: Protector, Virtuous,
and Selfless.
Protector – In the first pages of the
Bible, we hear the story of God creating
the first man, Adam. God instructs him
to “till and keep” the garden (Genesis
2:15). The word in the Hebrew for

“keep” is “shamar” and it has more of a
meaning of “guard/protect.” So Adam’s
task is to protect the garden from
intruders and from those who would
cause harm. He’s the gardener, the
security system and the bouncer!
Virtuous — As Israel’s king, David,
prepares for death, he offers advice
to his son Solomon who will become
king in his place. He says to his son,
“Be strong, act like a man, and observe
what the Lord requires” (1 Kings 2:23). In saying this, David holds together
the concepts of manhood and virtue:
men are strong and observe God’s
commands. Virtue is not a weakness,
but an integral part of masculinity!
The word “virtue” even has the Latin
word for “man” in it (“vir”). Virtue is a
manly thing because it requires struggle and the willingness to fight against
the demons of life. Anyone who has
attempted to overcome their own
pride or anger or lust knows just how
difficult the fight for virtue can be.

Observing God’s commands is not an
easy task — it takes a man of strength
to do it. Men are made to take on the
battle and lead by example.
Selfless — One of the more controversial texts of the New Testament is
Ephesians chapter 5, where St. Paul
talks about the relationships between
men and women. Often this passage
is criticized because it discusses the
“subjection” of wives to their husbands. But I am fascinated by the command to the husbands, which always
gets overlooked by the critics! St. Paul
writes, “Husbands, love your wives as
Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify
her… that she might be holy and without blemish. Even so husbands should
love their wives as their own bodies”
(Ephesians 5:25-28). That’s a huge call!
Men are supposed to love their wives
like they love themselves — and to the
point of laying down their own lives!
This leaves no room for selfishness,

harsh treatment or the belittling of
women. Real masculinity is exemplified by selflessness and a willingness to
sacrifice for the other.
Gathering together just these few
points, the design of God for masculinity begins to emerge: true men —
masculine men — know how to work,
to be generous, to protect, to lead by
example, and to be selfless. It’s not
actually about action movies, hunting, explosives, beer, cool cars, power
tools or beards.
It all comes down to being a strong
leader. And not the kind who is a jerk
and just tells others what to do. That’s
not real masculinity — at least not the
way God designed it. It is about leading
by example. It is about laying down your
life for someone else. Like Jesus did.
In short, I guess the Catholic
answer to the question about masculinity is simply, “be a man like Jesus.”
And if you fail at that, at least grow
a beard like Jesus.

stocK photo
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

