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Priceless priestly gifts

T
A student from Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic School places a
crown of flowers on the head of
the statue of Mary in the school’s
grotto during the May crowning on
Friday, May 5. photo by anDrew wright

@ArchbishopDen

May 7

#SealedandSent 740
young people confirmed
- Loveland region! A
great celebration of the
#HolySpirit & his gifts! +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
MAY 13: Priesthood ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
MAY 14: Mass and Confirmation, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(10:30 a.m.)
MAY 16: Mass and Confirmation, Christ on
the Mountain Parish, Lakewood (7 p.m.)
MAY 17: Mass (bilingual) and Confirmation,
St. Cajetan Parish, Denver (5 p.m.)
MAY 18: Mass and Confirmation, Our Lady
Mother of the Church, Commerce City (6 p.m.)
MAY 19: Mass and Confirmation, Christ the
King Parish, Denver (7 p.m.)
MAY 20: Mass, Catholic Biblical School graduation, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10 a.m.)
MAY 21: Mass and Confirmation, St. Jude
Parish, Lakewood (11 a.m.)
MAY 23: Mass with seminarians and faculty,
Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel, St.
John Paul II Center (5:30 p.m.)
MAY 24: Mass, Bishop Machebeuf High
School (9 a.m.)
MAY 25: Mass and Confirmation (bilingual),
Our Lady of Grace Parish, Denver (6 p.m.)

he central task of the priest
is “to bring God to men and
women,” Pope Benedict XVI
once told the priests of Rome. Priests
are tremendous gifts from Christ to
his Church, and on May 13 I will have
the joy of ordaining eight men to
the priesthood for our archdiocese.
As we prepare for this celebration,
it is important to realize what a gift
priests are for the whole Church.
Faithful priests are a blessing from
God for his people. God could have
chosen to give us his grace in an impersonal manner, but just as he chose to
become a man, so too, does he call and
consecrate men to be his priests and
bring his grace to the world. Just as he
called the apostles, he still calls today!
There is an element of mystery in
the call to the priesthood. St. John
Paul II noted this in his book “Gift
and Mystery,” which was born out of
his thoughts on 50 years of priestly
ministry. “At its deepest level,” he said,
“every vocation to the priesthood
is a great mystery; it is a gift which
infinitely transcends the individual.
Every priest experiences this clearly
throughout the course of his life. Faced
with the greatness of the gift, we sense
our own inadequacy. A vocation is a
mystery of divine election: ‘You did
not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last ….’”
Every Catholic was chosen by
Christ at his or her baptism and given
the mission of sanctifying the world.
With the support of the sacraments
and the clergy, you are called to be a
saint whose life and charity radiate
the Gospel. It bears repeating: Jesus
did not intend for you to fulfill this
mission on your own – he gave the
Church priests as his instruments
who constantly remind us that Christ
is the Head, Shepherd, and Bridegroom of the Church.
At the Chrism Mass this year,
Pope Francis, reminded priests that
the Gospel they proclaim and serve
can be described as “Good news. A
single word – Gospel – that, even as it

Priests are a great gift of the Church and serve as a tangible example of
Christ’s love for us. photo by Daniel petty

is spoken, becomes truth, brimming
with joy and mercy.” The Holy Father
also counseled his fellow priests, “We
should never attempt to separate these
three graces of the Gospel: its truth,
which is
non-neAt its
gotiable;
its mercy,
deepest
which is
level, every
unconditional and
vocation to the
offered to
priesthood is a
all sinners;
great mystery;
and its
joy, which
it is a gift
is perwhich infinitely
sonal and
transcends the
open to
everyone.
individual.”
ST. JOHN PAUL II
Truth,
mercy and
joy: these three go together.” In serving the faithful, priests are entrusted
with bringing the “truth, mercy and
joy” of Jesus Christ to them.
As we celebrate the gift of new
priests, let us all renew our efforts to
support all our priests, to pray ever
more fervently for vocations to the
priesthood, and to appreciate the gift
they are to the Church.
St. John Vianney has some insightful words to offer. “The priest is not a
priest for himself … he is for you. After

“
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God, the priest is everything. Leave a
parish twenty years without priests;
they will worship beasts. If the missionary Father and I were to go away,
you would say, ‘What can we do in this
church? there is no Mass; Our Lord
is no longer there: we may as well
pray at home.’ When people wish to
destroy religion, they begin by attacking the priest, because where there is
no longer any priest, there is no sacrifice, and where there is no longer any
sacrifice, there is no religion.”
The enemies of the Church would
like to see the priesthood fit in with
the surrounding culture as it becomes
more secular, and their tactics have
not changed over the centuries. If the
Church is to be faithful to her mission,
then the laity and priests alike must
renew their commitment to holiness
and to supporting one another. We
must return to our first love as Pope
Francis said to a gathering of priests
during the Year of Mercy. “I renew
my first love: the memory of that time
when the Lord touched my soul and
called me to follow him, the memory
of the joy of having cast the nets of
our life upon the sea of his word.” I
urge you to pray that the hearts of all
priests may be filled with the joy of the
Gospel and set aflame with the love of
Jesus Christ so that may be shepherds
after the heart of Jesus!
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis: Closed hearts
cause suﬀering in the Church
BY CATHOLIC
NEWS AGENCY

M

oralists without empathy
are unable to

Pope Francis celebrates Easter Sunday
Mass. © l’osserVatore romano

see how God transforms
“hearts of stone” into real
hearts of flesh – and it’s a
problem that harms the
Christian community,
Pope Francis said.
“This causes suffering in the Church.
The closed hearts,
the hearts of stone,
the hearts which do
not want to be open,
do not want to hear,
the hearts which only
know the language of
condemnation,” the
Pope said during his
homily at Casa Santa
Maria.
Pope Francis
referred to the Lord’s
“beautiful promise”
to the Prophet Ezekiel: “I will give you a

new heart, and I will put
a new spirit in you. I will
take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a
tender, responsive heart.”
A tender and responsive heart understands
correction and how to
hear. Closed hearts, however, don’t know how to
listen, they only “know
how to condemn, they
do not know how to say
‘Explain it to me, why do
you say this? Why this?
Explain it to me.’”
Reflecting on the
Gospel when the Pharisees propose to stone the
adulteress, he told those
present to “look inside
yourself” to see the sins
which Christ makes
clearer.

TOBYMAC
with Heart’s Remedy

SHOPPING

CARNIVAL
KIDS KORAL

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following are granted Presbyteral Faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver on the day
of their ordination to their priesthood (May
13, 2017) and appointed as follows:
Reverend Francesco Basso, appointed
Parochial Vicar at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception and the Mission
Church of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Denver,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, eﬀective
June 14, 2017, in accord with canon 552. It is
anticipated that he will serve for three years
before reassignment.

Reverend Nicholas Larkin, IV, appointed
Parochial Vicar at Our Lady of Loreto Parish,
Foxfield, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi,
eﬀective June 14, 2017, in accord with canon
552. It is anticipated that he will serve for
three years before reassignment.
Reverend John Mrozek, II, appointed Parochial Vicar at St. Louis Parish, Louisville,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, eﬀective
June 14, 2017, in accord with canon 552. It is
anticipated that he will serve for three years
before reassignment.

Reverend Daniel Ciucci, appointed Parochial
Vicar at St. John the Baptist Parish, Longmont, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi,
eﬀective June 14, 2017, in accord with canon
552. It is anticipated that he will serve for
three years before reassignment.

Reverend Boguslaw Rebacz, appointed Parochial Vicar at Our Lady of the Valley Parish,
Windsor, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi,
eﬀective June 14, 2017, in accord with canon
552. It is anticipated that he will serve for
three years before reassignment.

Reverend Daniel Eusterman, to be in residence at St. Joan of Arc Parish, Arvada,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, eﬀective
June 14, 2017 until July 30, 2017, in accord
with canon 552, and eﬀective August 1, 2017,
to continue his studies at the North American College in Rome, Italy.

Reverend Peter Wojda, appointed Parochial Vicar at St. Anne Parish, Grand Lake, St.
Peter Parish, Kremmling, St. Ignatius Parish,
Walden, and the Mission Parishes of Our
Lady of the Snow, Granby and St. Bernard of
Montjoux, Fraser, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, eﬀective June 14, 2017, in accord
with canon 552. It is anticipated that he will
serve for three years before reassignment.

Reverend Shaun Galvin, appointed Parochial
Vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Boulder,
Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi, eﬀective
June 14, 2017, in accord with canon 552. It is
anticipated that he will serve for three years
before reassignment.

JUNE 25 / featuring TOBYMAC with Heart’s Remedy
FREE ACTIVITES AT THE KIDS KORAL

Peddle Tractor Races Petting Zoo
Balloon Artist
Dog Show
Face Painting
Sandbox Play Area
Duck Races
Stick-Horse Rodeo AND MORE!

Reverend Joseph Grady, ordained to the
priesthood December 27, 2016, is appointed
Parochial Vicar at St. John XXIII Parish, Fort
Collins, Colorado, ad nutum archiepiscopi,
eﬀective June 14, 2017, in accord with canon
552. It is anticipated that he will serve for
three years before reassignment.

Real Estate Specialist for Baby Boomers & Seniors!
Rose P. Wickwire
REALTOR ®
CNE, CPRES, SRES

303.906.6157

5280 Magazine Five Star Professional
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In-Depth

Francisco and Jacinta Marto:
Great saints who changed history
BY KARNA SWANSON

O

karna.swanson@archden.org
@KarnaSwanson

ne hundred years ago this
month, as the world sank
deeper into the world war that
would leave the continent devastated
and millions dead, three shepherd children from the small, quiet Portuguese
hamlet of Aljustrel met a “Lady more
brilliant than the sun” in their family-owned field outside town known as
Cova da Iria.
The “beautiful Lady” would appear
six times to Francisco and Jacinta
Marto, and their cousin Lucia de Jesus
dos Santos, ranging in age from 7 to 10
years old, inviting these “privileged
children of the Father,” as St. John Paul
II referred to them, to dedicate their
young selves to a life of prayer and sacrifice in reparation for the conversion
of sinners.
“You are going to have much to
suffer,” Our Lady of Fatima said on the
occasion of the first apparition, “but
the grace of God will be your comfort.”
Our Lady was to be their tutor, as
Pope John Paul II pointed out at the
beatification Mass for Jacinta and Francisco in 2000. “Devoting themselves
with total generosity to the direction of
such a good Teacher [Our Lady], Jacinta

FATIMA

TIMELINE

Jacinta Marto was aware of her
role in salvation history and made
a total gift of herself for the good
of others. photos courtesy of the shrine of fatima official webpage

Francisco Marto was “in love with
God,” seeking constantly to comfort him and accompany him in the
Blessed Sacrament.

and Francisco soon reached the heights
of perfection,” he said.
Their path was one of prayer and
stringent self-mortification, a path they
chose to follow more intensely after
seeing a vision of hell on July 13, 1917.
In an interview with Denver Catholic, Sister Angela of Fatima Coelho,
postulator for the cause of canonization for Francisco and Jacinta, said that
the vision moved all three, not to be
traumatized, but to do something to
alleviate the sufferings of others, and
to console the heart of God.
They were “children with a great
sense of salvation history,” and they
knew that “with sacrifices they could
change history,” she said.
Both Jacinta and Francisco contracted the flu virus that had spread
throughout Europe in 1918, and both
died within three years of the last
Marian apparition on Oct. 13, 1917, after
having offered up their little lives for the
conversion of sinners.
On May 13, Pope Francis will canonize the youngest two shepherd children
on the same day of the month and in
the same spot where they first encountered Our Lady in 1917, and the Church
will hold up before all the faithful two
illiterate village children, barely past
the age of reason, as spiritual giants of
towering sanctity worthy of imitation.

SPRING 1916

SUMMER 1916

LATER 1916

An angel appears to
Lucia, Jacinta and
Francisco, who teaches
them this prayer:
“My God, I believe,
I adore, I hope and
I love you. I ask pardon
for those who do not
believe, do not adore,
do not hope, and
do not love you.”

The angel appears a
second time and asks
them to oﬀer sacrifices to
God in reparation of sins.

The angel appears a third
time, and he oﬀers them
Jesus in the host and
chalice. He told them,
“Eat and drink the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ
terribly outraged by
the ingratitude of men.
Oﬀer reparation for their
sakes and console God.”

MAY 13, 1917
Our Lady
appears the
first time. She asks
them if they would
oﬀer themselves
to God and bear
all their suﬀerings
for the conversion of sinners, to
which they agree.
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Pope John
Paul II
presided
at the
beatiﬁcation Mass
on May
13, 2000,
for Francisco and
Jacinta
Marto at
the Shrine
of Our
Lady of
Fatima in
Portugal.
Pilgrims
from all
over gathered to
celebrate.

TOTAL GIFT OF SELF
Jacinta Marto (1908-1919) was the
youngest of the three shepherd children, and by many accounts, the young
seer was bright and charming, although
at times spoiled and self-centered.
According to Sister Angela, Jacinta’s
encounter with Our Lady and the abundant graces she received transformed
her into a mystic that had a particular
love for the Immaculate Heart of Mary
and the Eucharist, and who had great
compassion “for all forms of human
suffering.”
“When she saw hell, and the suffering of the war, people going hungry
and the suffering of the Church, she
experienced compassion and a sense
of responsibility and a role in salvation
history,” said Sister Angela. “Here we
have the nucleus of Jacinta’s spirituality. She wanted to make herself like Our
Lord, she surrendered herself without
limits for the good of others.”

JUNE 13, 1917
Our Lady appears
the second time.
She tells Francisco and Jacinta
that she will
take them to
heaven soon,
but Lucia will
live for a
while to tell
the story.

Jacinta also had a particular love for
the Pope, and prayed intensely for the
Holy Father. In fact, Saint John Paul
II thanked her publicly for her prayers
during her beatification Mass.
“I express my gratitude to Blessed
Jacinta for the sacrifices and prayers
offered for the Holy Father, whom she
saw suffering greatly,” said the pope.
“It was beautiful to see the Pope
giving thanks in public to a 9-year-old
girl,” recalls sister Angela, who is also
the vice-postulator of the cause of beatification of their cousin, Sister Lucia
of Jesus and of the Immaculate Heart,
who died in 2005 at the age of 97.
GOD’S COMFORTER
Francisco Marto (1908-1919), was a
child “in love with God,” as described by
Sister Angela. “Since the angel’s apparitions (he appeared many times in 1916
before the children saw the Virgin),
Francisco saw that God was sad and

that it was important to comfort him,”
said the religious.
“He had a contemplative tendency. He
loved nature, the birds, the sun. He felt
a special attraction to be alone, and to
be filled with God’s presence. He would
spend hours in front of the Blessed Sacrament. He could be three hours in the
same position,” said Sister Angela.
“Francisco teaches us to capture
what is essential in life, and to live our
lives in accord with this,” she said.
Sister Angela point out how the
shepherds had different gifts and they
received the Virgin’s message in different ways. At first Francisco could not see
her. Then he could see her, but could not
hear her. Lucia could see, hear, and talk
to her. Jacinta, on the other hand, could
see and hear her, but never spoke to her.
“Apparently, it seems that Francisco
was the least favored, but for him that
was not a problem. He did not felt devaluated,” said the postulator. “That was

his role in the apparitions, just as the
role of Jacinta and Lucia was different.
Each one accepted their condition with
joy and humility.”
She said Francisco teaches us “to
focus on the essential, to develop intimacy with God, not to lose the horizon
in life and to accept our condition of
being loved by God and to feel that as the
most important. To accept our gifts, how
we are, our history, to know that we are
loved by God and that this love invites us
to love, and not to focus on ourselves.”
Sister Angela recounted a story from
Francisco’s deathbed, when Lucia gave
him many intentions for the time he
reached heaven. He answered with sincerity and his characteristic focus: “You
better ask Jacinta, because I’m afraid of
forgetting. When I see Jesus, I’m just
going to want to comfort him.”
Carmen Elena Villa contributed to this
report.

JULY 13, 1917

AUGUST 19, 2017

SEPTEMBER 13, 1917

OCTOBER 13, 1917

Leading up to Our Lady’s
third visit, Lucia is
troubled with doubt
about the apparitions because of her
family and pastor’s
disbelief. After encouragement from Francisco and
Jacinta, Lucia decides to
visit the cove, where Our
Lady reveals a vision of hell.

Delayed because of
being imprisoned by local
authorities, the children
meet the Lady days after
their usual date of the
13th. She tells the children of her wishes that a
chapel be built where the
apparitions take place.

30,000 people gathered
for Our Lady’s fifth visit.
She promises a miracle at
her final sixth visit so that
the world may believe.

Our Lady visits the last
time, and a miracle takes
place: to the children, a
vision of Our Lady, St.
Joseph with the Child
Jesus, who blessed the
world, and later, Our Lady
of Sorrows and Our Lady
of Carmel. The rest of the
70,000 spectators witnessed a “dancing sun.”
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Around the Archdiocese

Fatima in Lucia’s own words
BY THERESE AAKER

T

therese.aaker@archden.org
@ThereseAaker

he apparitions and miracles that
occurred at Fatima, Portugal in
1916 and 1917 rocked the country at the time and the rest of the world
soon after. This year, in the 100th anniversary of the first appearance of Our
Lady, is the perfect time to reflect on
the events of Fatima — in Servant of God
Lucia dos Santos’ own words.
AN ANGEL VISITS
Lucia dos Santos and Francisco and
Jacinta Marto were ordinary children,
poor shepherds who were well loved
by their community and families, each
very pious in their own way. In the
spring of 1916, an angel appeared to
them in the Cova da Iria.
Lucia wrote, “We began to play a
game with pebbles. We had only been
at it a few moments when a strong wind
began to shake the trees and we looked
up to see what was happening, since it
was such a calm day. And then we began
to see, in the distance, above the trees
that stretched to the east, a light whiter
than snow in the form of a young man,
quite transparent, and as brilliant as
crystal in the rays of the sun.”
He taught them to pray these words:
“Oh My God, I believe, I adore, I hope,
and I love you. And I beg pardon for all
those who do not believe, do not adore,
do not hope, and do not love you.”
In her memoirs, Lucia noted that the
presence of the angel was different from
Our Lady’s: “I don’t know why, but the
apparitions of our Lady produced in us
effects quite different from the angel’s
visitations. We felt in both instances the
same intimate happiness, peace and joy,
but instead of the physical prostration
the angel imposed, our Lady brought
a feeling of expansion and freedom…
There was no difficulty of speech when
Our Lady appeared; there was rather
on my part a desire to communicate.”
That summer, the angel appeared a
second time, renewing the same feeling
in the children. While Lucia and Jacinta
could both see and hear him, Francisco
could see, but not hear.
“The Angels’ words sank deeply into
our souls like a gleaming torch, showing
us Who God is, what is His love for us,
and how he wants us to love Him too;

the value of sacrifice and how it pleases
Him; how He receives it for the conversion of sinners,” Lucia said. “That is why
from that moment we began to offer
Him whatever mortified us.”
Later that year, the angel appeared
a third time, this time holding a chalice
and bleeding host and offered them the
Eucharist.
OUR LADY’S FIRST VISIT
Much of the world was suffering in
1917 when Our Lady appeared, eight
months after the last appearance of the
angel. World War I was wreaking havoc
across Europe, and in Russia, turbulent
revolution would later give rise to the
Soviet Union. The apparitions, safe to
say, were just what the world needed.
On May 13, when Lucia was 10, Francisco, nine, and Jacinta, seven, Our Lady
appeared to the children with a flash of
lightning.
She asked them, “Will you offer
yourselves to God, and bear all the sufferings He sends you? In atonement for
all the sins that offend him? And for the
conversion of sinners?”
They replied that they would. She
then asked them to return to this spot
every month.
Lucia describes the encounter,
“We were bathed in a heavenly light
that appeared to come directly from
her hands. The light’s reality cut into
our hearts and our souls, and we knew
somehow that this light was God, and we
could see ourselves embraced in it. By an
interior impulse of grace we fell to our
knees, repeating in our hearts: ‘Oh, Holy
Trinity, we adore You. My God, my God,
I love You in the Blessed Sacrament.’”
Following the visit, the children told
their families; the Marto parents were
the first believers of Fatima, but Lucia’s
parents would prove more difficult. Her
mother believed her to be lying, while
her father was not religious at all and
was indifferent.
SECRETS AND SUFFERINGS
Between the second and fourth
apparitions, the children suffered much
at the hands of their families and the
local authorities, who believed them
to be lying. But the children remained
steadfast, and with encouragement
from Francisco and Jacinta, Lucia
overcame her own doubts caused by
her family’s disbelief.

Sister Lucia dos Santos was one of the three young shepherds to whom
Our Lady appeared at Fatima in 1917. While Jacinta and Francisco Marto
contracted influenza and died at a young age, Sister Lucia died in 2005
at the age of 97. photo courtesy of the shrine of fatima official webpage
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“

We were bathed in a heavenly light that appeared to
come directly from her hands. The light’s reality cut
into our hearts and our souls, and we knew somehow that this
light was God, and we could see ourselves embraced in it.”
The second apparition, June 13,
revealed that Francisco and Jacinta
would soon be taken to heaven; Lucia
would remain on earth a while to tell the
story of Fatima; but the third apparition
would reveal much more.
On July 13, Our Lady revealed to
them the “Secrets of Fatima,” the third
of which would not be released until
2000 by St. John Paul II. The first was
a vision of hell and a warning about
World War II; the second, a warning
about Russia.
L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican
newspaper, published a special insert
in 2000 on the secrets.
“The first and second parts of the
‘secret’…refer especially to the frightening vision of hell, devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Second
World War, and finally the prediction
of the immense damage that Russia
would do to humanity by abandoning
the Christian faith and embracing Communist totalitarianism.”
The third secret was a prophesy.
Lucia wrote, “[There was] a bishop
dressed in white, we had the impression
that it was the Holy Father. Other bishops, priests, men and women religious
going up a steep mountain, at the top
of which there was a big cross…before
reaching there, the Holy Father passed
through a big city half in ruins and half
trembling with halting step, aﬄicted
with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the
souls of the corpses he met on his way;
having reached the top of the mountain on his knees, at the foot of the big
cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at
him, and in the same way there died
one after another the other bishops,
priests, men and women religious, and
various lay people of different ranks and
positions. Beneath the two arms of the
cross there were two angels each with
a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in
which they gathered up the blood of the
martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls
that were making their way to God.”
THE ‘MIRACLE OF THE SUN’
Two apparitions later, tension was
growing in Fatima; authorities were
alarmed by the number of people flocking to the Cova da Iria (some 30,000
people attended the fifth apparition)
and the children were being detained,
even causing the fourth apparition to

be delayed by a few days.
But the children, with help of consolation from Our Lady, were promised
a miracle at the final apparition, which
would take place October 13, so that the
world would believe.
Lucia described the vision: “After our
Lady had disappeared into the immense
distance of the firmament, we beheld St.
Joseph with the Child Jesus and Our
Lady robed in white with a blue mantle,
beside the sun. St. Joseph and the Child
Jesus seemed to bless the world, for
they traced the Sign of the Cross with
their hands. When, a little later, this
apparition disappeared, I saw Our Lord
and Our lady; it seemed to me to that
it was Our Lady of Sorrows. Our Lord
appeared to bless the world in the same
manner as St. Joseph had done. This
apparition also vanished, and I saw Our
Lady once more, this time resembling
Our Lady of Carmel.”
Then came the miracle: the Sun
“danced” to eyewitnesses, which were
70,000 in attendance.
“Opening her hands, she made them
reflect on the sun, and as she ascended,
the reflection of her own light continued to be projected onto the sun itself,”
Lucia wrote. “Here…is the reason why
I cried out to the people to look at the
sun…I was moved to do so under the
guidance of an interior impulse.”
AFTERMATH
After the apparitions of Fatima, the
world changed. After canonical inquiry,
the bishop of Leiria-Fatima declared
the visions, which are private revelation, worthy of belief in 1930.
After the start of World War II, Pope
Pius XII released the first two secrets
of Fatima and consecrated the human
race to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
specifically mentioning Russia. Pope
Paul VI later renewed that consecration
during his papacy.
St. John Paul II was arguably the
most devoted to the message of Fatima;
following his assassination attempt on
May 13, 1981, he attributed Our Lady of
Fatima to saving his life. He renewed
the consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary the following day.

For more information on the history of
Fatima, visit ewtn.com/fatima/index.asp.

Planning Your Will and
Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com
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Read all
about
Fatima
BY AARON LAMBERT

M

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ay 13 marks the 100 years
since Our Lady appeared
to the young shepherds in
Fatima, Portugal. Though one of the
more popular devotions in the Church,
much can be gleamed from the message
of Our Lady of Fatima, making it one
that much has been written about. If
you’re looking to enter into deeper devotion, or simply just want to learn more
about the apparitions, here are a few
resources that can help you do that.

20 17

FATIMA FOR TODAY:
THE URGENT MARIAN
MESSAGE OF HOPE
BY FATHER ANDREW
APOSTOLI (Ignatius Press)
This Amazon best-seller written
by Father Andrew Apostoli, who is a
world-renowned expert on the apparitions at Fatima, analyzes the events that
took place at Fatima and and addresses
common questions and doubts regarding their meaning. It also challenges
readers to heed the message of Our
Lady of Fatima in the world today and
renew prayer and devotion to Our Lady.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
BY WILLIAM T. WALSH (Image)
This in-depth retelling of the story
of Fatima is considered one of the preeminent works on Our Lady of Fatima
and is a great place to start if you’re not
familiar with what actually transpired
in 1917.

FATIMA IN LUCIA’S OWN
WORDS: THE MEMOIRS OF
SISTER LUCIA, THE LAST
FATIMA VISIONARY (KIC)
If first-hand accounts are more your
forte, it doesn’t get much better than
reading about what happened in one
of the Fatima visionaries’ own words.
This diary-like memoir was written by
Sister Lucia between 1936 and 1941 and
provides moving insights into the lives
of her cousins and fellow visionaries,
Blessed Francisco and Blessed Jacinta
Marto, and how Our Lady changed their
lives forever.

Congratulations
to our Newly
Ordained Priests!

Give Today! www.Archden.Org/GiveToday

When you give to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal,
you support our two seminaries in forming tomorrow’s priests.
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Attend my free “Wills and Trusts 101” workshop and learn about

“Trump’s Death-Tax Plan”
. . . and what you should do now
to prepare for an uncertain future

Hello. My name is Richard Hughes, senior partner of The Hughes Law
Firm. We are a boutique 18-member estate planning and elder law ﬁrm
dedicated to protecting and preserving family legacies.

FATIMA MYSTERIES: MARY’S
MESSAGE TO THE MODERN AGE
BY GZREGORZ GORNY
& JANUSZ ROSIKON
(Ignatius Press)
The appearance of Our Lady at
Fatima came with a few warnings
— warnings that would prove to be
extremely accurate. Through full-color
photographs and detailed analysis, this
book explores the mysteries of Fatima
their continued relevance, even today.

THE TRUE STORY OF FATIMA
BY FATHER JOHN DE
MARCHI (KIC)
Father John de Marchi spent seven
years on-site in Fatima to write this
book recounting the events that would
forever change the Church. Interviews
with the three shepherd children, their
families and other eye-witnesses make
this a classic in Fatima literature.

Your Gutters Need Cleaning

If you are a careful life-long saver, real estate or equities investor,
business owner, inheritor, or professional, join me to discover how to plan
for the second half of life under a new administration and tax regimen.
Here’s what else you’ll learn:
• 5 sure-fire ways to avoid probate
• How properly drafted powers of attorney can help families protect assets even
after a nursing home admission
• Wills vs. trusts vs. beneficiary deeds vs. DIY planning
• The little-known secret to avoiding future nursing home bills of $8000+/mo.
without buying LTC insurance or giving everything to your children now
• Ensuring the optimum stretch-out, asset protection, and management of unspent
IRAs, 401(k)s, and other retirement plans you leave your children
• Preventing a surviving spouse from disinheriting the children or other beneficiaries
of the first spouse to die—particularly in a 2nd or subsequent marriage
• Avoiding the high cost, family conflict, and courtroom drama a sudden stroke or
Alzheimer’s can cause
• How our Bulletproof Trust™ shields what you leave your children or other loved
ones from their divorces, medical bills, credit card debt, lawsuits,
IRS liens, substance issues, over-generosity, investment blunders, and other
costly mistakes
Since 1974, my staff and I have helped over 80,000 Colorado families reduce their
stress and worries, protect their assets and income, ﬁnd valuable government beneﬁts, and
plan wisely for their loved ones, cherished pets, and causes.
If you are thinking about updating your old will and trust, or starting your planning
from scratch, my Wills and Trusts 101 workshop is the perfect place to begin. Bring your
spouse or a friend and proﬁt! Learn all about us at TheHughesLawFirm.net.
A special invitation to the members of our strategic partners:

FREE 90 Minute Workshops

Call for reservations today.

(720) 259-4393

(recorded 24 hr. reservation line)

or register on-line at

seminars.TheHughesLawFirm.net

Free Estimates
*Denver Metro Area*

720-588-9817

1974
Specializing in Peace of Mind

SM

Fort Collins Senior Center
1200 Raintree Dr., Fort Collins 80526
Saturday, May 20th at 10am or Thursday, May 25th at 2pm
Buck Recreation Center
2004 W. Powers Avenue, Littleton 80120
(Behind the old courthouse)
Saturday, May 27th at 10am or Tuesday, May 30th at 2pm
Margaret Carpenter Recreation Center
11151 Colorado Blvd., Thornton 80233
(110th Place & Colorado Blvd. West side of street)
Thursday, June 8th at 2pm or Saturday, June 17th at 10am
Lakewood Heritage Center
801 S Yarrow St., Lakewood 80226
(Just off Wadsworth Blvd. and Ohio Ave.)
Tuesday, June 13th at 2pm or Saturday, June 24th at 10am
Olympian Plaza: Reception and Event Center
975 S Union Blvd., Colorado Springs 80910
Saturday, June 3rd at 10am or Thursday, June 15th at 2pm
Complimentary refreshments and snacks served • Free convenient parking

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Independent Living Assisted Living Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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SERVING THE DENVER METRO
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SINCE 1890.

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
CELEBRATION
* The Event is FREE and Open to the Public*

Jazz Music, Fireworks, Bag Pipes and More!
Come Gather with Family and Friends
and Bring Memories To Life.

Saturday, May 27th
9:00am – 10:00am

Flag Placement for Vets

(Sponsored by American Legion Post #1)
Meet in the Parking Lot

11:30am – 12:15pm

Babyland Remembrance Service

6:00pm – 9:00pm

Queen City Jazz Band

Babyland at Block 13W

Pavilion

9:00pm – 9:30pm

Fireworks

West of Pavilion

Sunday, May 28th
11:30am – 12:15pm

Veterans Remembrance Service

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Centennial State Pipes and Drums
Honor Bell Foundation
All Veterans Riﬂe Team
Pipes in the Park

Tower of Memories

Monday, May 29th
2:00pm – 3:00pm

Pipes in the Park

OLINGER CROWN HILL MORTUARY & CEMETERY
7777 W. 29th Ave. Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

(303) 233-4611

www.denverfuneralproviders.com

Newly
sealed in
the Holy
Spirit

T

his year’s Sealed and Sent on
May 6 saw 784 candidates confirmed from nine parishes: St.
John the Evangelist, St. John the Baptist, St. Louis, St. Scholastica, St. Theresa, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Mary, Our
Lady of the Valley and St. Peter. Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and Bishop
Jorge Rodriguez were assisted by 30
deacons and priests and many volunteers. Fr. Randy Dollins gave a keynote
on “How God Shows His Love for Us.”
Congrats to all the newly confirmed!

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 35 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

• INSURANCE CLAIMS
• EXPERT REPAIR WORK
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

2221 Gray Street Edgewater, CO 80214
www.millsroofingcompany.com

303-232-0324
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“Blessed are those that mourn
for they will be comforted”
Matthew 5:4



Memorial Day
Mass




Please Note the New Mass Time Below:

Monday, May 29th
at 11:00 a.m.

Gallagher Chapel at
Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery

FROM LEFT,
CLOCKWISE



Bishop
Jorge H.
Rodriguez
conﬁrms a
candidate.

Mass will be celebrated by:

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
All are invited to attend. Please bring lawn chairs.

Archbishop
Samuel
J. Aquila
addresses
the congregation.

Floral Arrangements Available

r

MONDAY, MAY 29, 10:00AM

r

A variety of fresh bouquets will be available for
purchase to decorate the graves of your loved ones.
Look for the tent near the entrance to Mount Olivet’s
office and mortuary parking lot.

Two girls
embrace
during
Mass.

A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER

Over 780
candidates
were conﬁrmed at
the Mass.

CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES
OF NORTHERN COLORADO
Mount Olivet Catholic cemetery
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785
St. Simeon Catholic Cemetery
22001 E. State Hwy 30, Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

photos by anya semenoff

See a full
photo gallery online

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Priestly ordination on Fatima Centennial
a reminder of Mary’s role in priesthood

PETER WOJDA

SHAUN GALVIN

DANIEL CIUCCI

NICHOLAS LARKIN

Deacon Peter Wojda came to
realize his call to the priesthood
after spending time as a
missionary with The Fellowship
of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS). After several years of
discernment, he realized that
he had discerned as much as
he could outside the seminary;
the next step was to enter.
For Wojda, being ordained
on the 100th anniversary
of Fatima is a blessing.
“God has a particular plan
for me as a priest. I did not
choose this date but God did.
He is calling me to grow in love
of Mary, the Mother of God,
and be guided by her in my
priesthood,” Deacon Wojda said.
“I know that she also loves me
and desires me to have that
same love for all of her spiritual
children as I serve them as their
priest. I want to have a pure and
sacrificial love like Mary has.”
Father Wojda’s first Mass
will be at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Longmont.

After experiencing an encounter
with God at a CU Boulder
Awakening retreat, Deacon
Shaun Galvin started to get
involved his faith, which then
led him to discern his vocation
and decide to become a priest.
“It is quite an honor to have my
ordination day on such a special
occasion as the 100th anniversary
of Fatima,” Deacon Galvin said.
“I look forward to continuing to
grow in my relationship with Our
Lady, particularly as a priest, as
priests are honored with a special
identification with her son.”
Father Galvin’s first Mass
will be said at St. Joseph’s
Parish in Fort Collins.

Deacon Daniel Ciucci recounted
seven years ago when he and
some of his classmates dreamt
ahead of their ordination and
would marvel at the idea of being
ordained on the 100th Anniversary
of Our Lady of Fatima.
“When we found out a few years
ago that that was the date of the
ordination, it was very thrilling,”
Deacon Ciucci said. “I have
gone through diﬃcult moments
throughout seminary and at
each point I have re-oﬀered my
vocation to Our Lady of Fatima
saying something to the eﬀect
of, ‘Mama, if you want me you’re
going to have to work this out.’”
In 2008, Deacon Ciucci was
studying in Spain and made a
pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal,
which he said was very impactful,
and especially reinvigorating
for his devotion to the rosary.
“Our Lady is a powerful
intercessor and is
tenderhearted; she always
leads us to Jesus,” he said.
Father Ciucci’s first Mass
will be at Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish in Boulder.

Deacon Nicholas Larkin was
inspired to become a priest by
St. John Paul II. After watching
the broadcast of the saint’s visit
to Denver in 1993, he decided
that he wanted to become
Pope — but family members
pointed out that being a priest
first was necessary. Now, his
ordination to the priesthood
takes place on the anniversary
of one of St. John Paul’s greatest
devotions: Our Lady of Fatima.
“I cannot but help but see the
hand of Providence in being
ordained on the 100th anniverary
of Fatima. I entered seminary nine
years ago, right out of high school.
And without a doubt I know
that it has been Our Lady who
has gotten me to this moment,”
Deacon Larkin said. “Our Lady has
played a vital role in forming my
priestly heart and identity. She,
more than anyone else, has taught
me to ponder the mysteries of
salvation prayerfully in my heart.”
“And Her purity has strengthened
me in living out my celibacy
joyfully,” Deacon Larkin continued.
“To be ordained on the 100th
anniversary of Fatima is to be
absolutely assured that she
has me under her mantle. My
priesthood will be consecrated
to Her Immaculate Heart.”
Father Larkin’s first Mass will be
said at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception.
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It’s not every year that a priestly ordination falls on the anniversary of one of the Church’s
most celebrated events. On May 13, the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady at
Fatima, eight men will be ordained priests for the Archdiocese of Denver. We caught up with
each of them ahead of their ordination and asked about the signiﬁcance of being ordained on
this important Marian feast day.

JOHN MROZEK

DANIEL EUSTERMAN

FRANCESCO BASSO

BOGUSLAW REBACZ

Seminary has been a long
and diﬃcult road for Deacon
John Mrozek. Though he felt
at times he wasn’t going to
make it through, it was the
constant guidance of Mary who
he says gave him the strength
and discipline to persevere.
“I do not think I would have
made it past the first day without
Mary,” Deacon Mrozek said. “It
was by her that I received my
foundational call to be ordained.
My Mother and Queen was most
important to my vocation.”
Deacon Mrozek said he tends to
lean toward a Marian spirituality,
and to that end, being ordained
on the 100th anniversary of
Our Lady of Fatima is the
greatest ordination gift God
could have given him, he said.
“I see this ordination date as a
gift from my King and Queen,
as reminder to be humble,
and as [my] life’s mission ‘to
do whatever He tells you.’”
Father Mrozek’s first Mass
will be said at St. Frances
Cabrini Parish in Littleton.

As a parishioner at Our Lady of
Loreto, Deacon Daniel Eusterman had several great examples
of the fruitfulness of the priesthood that planted the seed for
his vocation. When he attended
the ordination of one of those
mentors, Father Matt Hartley,
Deacon Eusterman felt the tug on
his heart more than ever before.
“To witness his laying down of
his life for the Church as a priest
as someone who is happy, who
is young and relatable, and who
I thought was cool and still think
is cool — his example especially
not just made me interested or
open to the idea of considering
it, but it actually started making
it pretty desirable,” he said.
Now, on the eve of his own ordination to the priesthood, fittingly on
the 100th anniversary of Fatima,
Deacon Eusterman is especially
reminded of the role Mary has
played in his own vocation.
“Having our ordinations on her
feast frames and gives new meaning to the whole vocational project
that seminary has been leading
up to,” he said. “[Mary] has shown
me who and what the Church, my
bride, is, what it means to be attentive to the actions and desires of
God, and what it means to be willing to walk with Christ in his mission in for the salvation of people.”
Father Eusterman’s first
Mass will be at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish in Foxfield.

Born and raised in Sicily, Italy,
Deacon Francesco Basso’s
vocation to the priesthood
was born and fostered upon
joining the Neocatechumenal
Way. His father was killed in the
Bologna Massacre of 1980, and
the suﬀering which his widowed
mother and sisters endured
was a source of pain for him.
However, his heart was softened as
he grew in faith, and at the age of
35, he came to Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary in Denver
to study to become a priest.
Deacon Basso’s May 13 ordination
has significance to him not only
because it is the 100th anniversary
of Fatima, but also because
it is his mother’s birthday.
“The Virgin has helped me through
this journey of my vocation,”
he said. “Being ordained on the
feast of Our Lady of Fatima is
also proof that my vocation is a
miracle — like the dancing sun.
My friends who knew me when
I was young cannot believe that
I will be ordained a priest.”
The vocation of priesthood
is for him “to give a word
that can change the life of
a person, because the word
has immense power.”
Father Basso’s first Mass will be
at St. James Parish in Denver.

Deacon Boguslaw Rebacz was
ordained to the diaconate last
year in the Italian chapel of the
Divine Mercy Shrine, dedicated
to St. Faustina. Originally from
Poland, Deacon Rebacz studied
for the priesthood at Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Seminary in Lake
Orchard, Mich., which also has
a location in Krakow. The seminary specializes in training young
Polish seminarians who wish
to become priests in the U.S.
After visiting four dioceses,
Deacon Rebacz felt most called
to serve in the Archdiocese of
Denver. As he enters the priesthood on the 100th anniversary of
the Fatima apparitions, Deacon
Rebacz said he is reminded of
Mary’s message calling all mankind to prayer, penance and conversion, as well as her example
of steadfast trust in the Father.
“This is the way to obtain God’s
mercy,” he said. “As a priest
I will accompany people on
this journey of their encounter
with Christ especially through
the sacrament of penance
and reconciliation. In Fatima,
Mary pointed to the destroying
power of evil; she also pointed
to the means to overcome it.”
Father Rebacz’s first Mass will
be said at Holy Name Parish
in Steamboat Springs.
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BY AARON LAMBERT

B

ill Nye the Science Guy and the
recent Marches for Science
would do well to learn a thing
or two from Vatican observatory director Brother Guy Consolmagno, who
argues that science is so much more
than simply studying the natural world;
it’s an act of worship.
Students at Regis Jesuit High School
were treated to a special visit by the Jesuit
brother April 20 for an all-school assembly in which he spoke of the crucial juncture of life the students are in. Following

the assembly, he hosted two Q&A sessions
for students interested in the convergence
and compatibility between science and
faith. An evening presentation open to
the public was also held in which Brother
Consolmagno addressed the question,
“Does Science Need Faith?”
Speaking of his own path to becoming a world-renowned astronomer and
a Jesuit, Brother Consolmagno encouraged the students to embrace this time of
their lives and use it to find those things
that bring them joy — and a bright future.
“This is the time when you become
self-aware. This is the time when you

Relics of Christ’s Passion Tour
Presented at Parishes in Celebration
of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy

Event is Designed to Connect Participants to the Roots of their Faith
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Colorado Tour Relics from the Passion and True Cross

Will be Venerated at the following Parishes
Saturday June 3 at 6:00PM Cathedral of The Immaculate
Conception,
1535 N. Logan St., Denver. 80203 (303) 831-7010

Sunday June 4 at 2:00PM St. Vincent DePaul Parish
2375 E Arizona Ave,

have the chance to daydream,” he said.
“Human beings do more than just put
food on the table because we are more
than just well-fed cows. We are creatures who dream. Now’s the time to
bring God’s joy into your life.”
Brother Consolmagno found that joy
when he decided he wanted to be a scientist. He majored in earth and planetary science at Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and became fascinated
with meteorites.
“You can hold outer space in your
hands, and I was hooked,” he said.
His vocation as a Jesuit brother
never conflicted with his profession as
a scientist. In fact, he tends to look at
science as an act of worship.
“Science needs faith, it needs joy, or
it wouldn’t happen,” Brother Consolmagno told the audience at his evening
presentation. He related his work as a
scientist to playing a game with God,
much like a parent plays with a child
as an expression of love.
“Spending time, sharing the joy, the
little bit of discovery we get in a simple
game that a kid can play — that’s how I
feel when I’m in the laboratory,” he said.
“I’m playing a game with God. God has set
up the puzzle, it’s up to me to solve it. And

when I get a little progress, I can hear God
saying, ‘Yeah, isn’t that cool? Now let me
show you the next step.’ That’s why doing
science is an act of worship.”
IMAGINARY ODDS
The debate between science and religion persists, even to this day, but the two
don’t have to be at odds, Brother Consolmagno said. In fact, the Catholic Church
has historically played an important role
in advancing scientific studies. After all,
it was in the medieval universities, which
were started to train priests and clergy,
where the study of science began.
“We owe our system, not only of educating people, but also of letting other
people know that you’ve been educated,
[to] the Church,” he explained.
People are often surprised to discover that the Vatican has an observatory, let alone a team of scientists doing
important scientific work, Brother
Consolmagno said. The attitude that
religion and science are at odds can do
more damage than good, he said.
“How many great scientists have we
lost by insisting there’s a war between the
two? It’s out of my faith that I believe science can work, and it’s out of my faith that
I can justify doing science,” he argued.

AUTO LOANS

Amazing Low Rate!

2.49

%
APR
*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Denver, CO 80210 (303) 744-6119

Thursday June 8 at 6:30PM St. Michael the Archangel Parish,

We’ll Make Your
First Payment

19099 E Floyd Ave, Aurora, CO 80013 (303) 690-6797

Saturday June 10th at 6:30 St. Gabriel’s Parish

8755 Scarborough Dr, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 (719) 528-8407

For Additional Parish Tours Visit

www.kofc5161.org

This service is usually an hour and a half long. You will have time to venerate the relics
after the procession and meditations. For information, contact the listed parishes or go to:

www.apostolateforholyrelics.com

Relics You Will Personally Witness Include

• A piece of the True Cross which was
discovered by St. Helena
• A piece of the Holy Table from the room
where the Last Supper took place
• A piece of the Column of Flagellation
• A piece of The Crown of Thorns
• A replica of the Holy Nail, fashioned using
filings from the true nails

• A relic (bone) of St. Longinus, the centurion
who pierced the side of Christ
• A picture of (the effigy of) the Veil of
Veronica touched to the original with a
Vatican seal attesting to the fact.
• A piece of the exterior wrapping for the
Shroud of Turin

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today

up to $400, when you finance an
Enterprise Car Sales vehicle with
Fidelis Catholic Credit Union.1

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680 and above to receive the 2.49% interest
rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on
age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles May 1 - June 30, 2017.
1
Vehicle must be financed using standard financing terms through Fidelis Catholic Federal Credit Union (Fidelis) to qualify for payment
offer. Fidelis will make the first payment on the payment due date up to $400 on member’s behalf after vehicle is financed through
Fidelis. Offer void when 7-day Repurchase Agreement is activated. Offer valid May 1 - June 30, 2017. No cash advances. Offer not valid
for previous Enterprise purchases or with any other offer.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Brother Guy Consolmagno. photo by anDrew wright

TWO PURSUITS, ONE TRUTH
Brother Consolmagno is far from
the only religious with this attitude
toward science. Father Tomasz Strzebonski, parochial vicar at St. Clare of
Assisi Parish in Edwards, has a degree
in theoretical physics — a product of his
knack for breaking things and putting
them back together as a child in Poland.
He also grew up in a devoutly Catholic
family, and faith was an important part
of his life.
“I always had two worlds, but I never
saw them as separate. I always saw them
mingled together and I think that’s my

perspective of how I see the relationship between faith and science,” Father
Strzebonski said.
Science is propelled by questions,
Father Strzebonski explained, and the
main contention between faith and
science lies in the other side’s unwillingness to ask questions.
In questioning things — whether they
be scientific theories or matters of dogma
in the Church — people come to a greater
understanding of how things work.
“With science, you’re not really
changing the way the universe works,
you’re gaining more of an understanding
of it,” Father Strzebonski said. “It’s the
same thing with the Church. We’re not
changing things — faith is there, God is
there — we’re just gaining more of an
understanding of it. An understanding
of God though faith, and an understanding of the universe through science.”
In a way, Father Strzebonski
explained, both faith and science are
chasing after the same end: truth.
“Both are seeking the truth. Jesus
is the way, the truth and the life. When
we are deepening our faith, we are getting closer to the truth,” he said. “The
scientist, [too], is looking for the truth
[about the universe].”
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of the Second Century
of the

Cathedral Basilica
of the

Immaculate Conception!!
Father Ron Cattany - Pastor and Rector
Your façade contributions will help
repair and replace the missing,
cracked and broken stone and
carvings which have become a safety
hazard. Your interior improvement
contributions will address access,
security, safety, wall and altar repairs.
Help us preserve our historic and
iconic Cathedral Basilica for
the next 100 years.
$2.3
million
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COLLECTED
TO DATE: $83,350

TEAM

SAMARITAN

HOUSE
DONATE ONLINE TODAY!

Be a Part

SamHouseDenver.org/RTR

$4.4
million

OR
EXTERI
FAÇADE
REPAIR
COLLECTED
TO DATE:
$129,580

JUNE 10-17, 2017
For seven consecutive years,
Team Samaritan House has biked in
Ride the Rockies to support the
men, women, and children
who call Samaritan House
their temporary home.

This year the team
of 44 riders
will attempt to raise
more than $150,000
for Colorado’s homeless.
Join us in support of all those
in need of hope and dignity.

SamHouseDenver.org/RTR
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Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House


May 26-28 ― Men & Women: Fr. Len Kraus, S.J.
Serenity Retreat

The retreat is based on the 12 Steps of Alcoholics
Anonymous and open to anyone in recovery or
interested in recovery from alcoholism and other
addictions through the spirituality of the 12 Steps.

Summer Program of Individually Directed Retreats
May 15 – 24

June 12 – 21

June 23 – July 2

July 4 – 13

August 14 – 23
June 12 – July 13 (30-day Spiritual Exercises)

Individually directed retreats
available throughout the year.
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
Find & Like Us on Facebook

TOUR TIMES

We invite you to come by and tour our facility.
1285 Centaur Village Dr., Lafayette, CO 80026
1st Wednesday of the month, 1:00 - 2:00 pm
3rd Friday of the month, 8:30 - 9:30 am
3894 Olive St., Denver, CO 80207
2nd Thursday of the month, 8:30 - 9:30 am
4th Wednesday of the month, 1:00 - 2:00 pm
You are unique,
capable and strong.
You deserve to be
listened to and cared
for in a way that’s
confidential
and empowering.

303-731-6130
MarisolHealth.com

Archbishop signs
no-4/20 petition
A
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

fter marijuana-themed rallies
celebrating 4/20 left a downtown park trashed and threatened the safety of some civilians, Denver’s Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila has
signed a petition to put an end to the
rallies.
“Some of the attendees at the
recent 4/20 rally downtown demonstrated that they respect neither Civic
Center Park, which is the community’s
property, nor their fellow citizens of
Denver,” said Archbishop Aquila after
signing the petition.
“Coloradans should take pride in
protecting our land, environment and
people. Mayor Hancock has worked
hard to promote these values, and I hope
he will take them into consideration as
he weighs the future of the 4/20 rally.”
April 20th (4/20) has become the
unofficial holiday for cannabis enthusiasts, thought to be taken from an old
police code that meant “marijuana
smoking in progress.”
According to reports from The
Denver Post, several thousand people
attended a festival in Civic Center Park
in downtown Denver for the annual
4/20 rally. The event included vendors,
food trucks, the 4:20 p.m. marijuana
exhale and a concert.
The event was scheduled to end at 8
p.m., but park cleanup was still underway at 10:30 p.m. when, according to
a rally organizer, a man ran through
the park slashing open trash bags with
a knife and threatening the clean-up

crew. In the morning, the park, a
national historic landmark, was still
littered with trash.
Now, a petition, circulated by the
Centennial Institute of Colorado
Christian University, argues that Denver’s 4/20 rallies “have become unsafe,
flaunting blatant illegal activity” and
are “a threat to attendees and the
people of Denver.” Besides the report
of a knife-wielding man, gunshots were
heard nearby at one point during the
rally, according to the group.
They also complained that despite
warnings, signs and the presence of
police, marijuana was widely smoked
in public. While possession and consumption of marijuana is legal in Colorado for anyone over the age of 21, it
cannot be smoked in public, according
to regulations in Amendment 64 to the
Colorado constitution.
“Marijuana was allowed to be consumed openly and publicly by many
attendees, even in the presence of
children and infants. Marijuana was
also consumed on stage by performers
with no action by law enforcement,” the
petition states.
The petition, released last week,
directly asks Mayor Michael Hancock
to terminate future 4/20 rallies in the
city of Denver, and “concludes that the
organizers do not have the safety or
well-being of Denver residents in mind.”

TERMINATE 4/20 RALLIES PETITION
https://goo.gl/MMFLVw
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Decrees Modifying the Territories of Parishes
W

›

›

›
›

›

›

Helping You Honor Life

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0004 AB-A
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON,
FORT COLLINS
Northern Boundary- East on LCR (Larimer County Road) 42C from Centennial
Drive to South Overland Trail, then south
to West Drake Road, then east to South
Timberline Road, then north to East Prospect Road, then East to Colorado Boulevard/Larimer County line.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Colorado Boulevard from East Prospect
Road to East Harmony Road, then west
on East Harmony Road from Colorado
Boulevard to Interstate 25, then south to
CSH (Colorado State Highway) 392.
Southern Boundary- West on CSH
392 from Interstate 25, continuing on the
approximate latitude of CSH 392 to Taft
Hill Road, then north to West Trilby Road,
then west, continuing on the approximate
latitude of West Trilby Road to LCR 38E.
Western Boundary- North on LCR
38E from the approximate latitude of
West Trilby Road to Centennial Drive,
then north to LCR 42C.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0003 AB-A
SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST,
LOVELAND
Northern Boundary- East from the
approximate latitude of Trilby Road from
LCR (Larimer County Road) 38E, continuing on Trilby Road to South Taft Hill
Road, then south to the approximate latitude of CSH (Colorado State Highway)
392, then east continuing on CSH 392 to
Interstate 25.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Interstate 25 from CSH 392 to CSH 60..
Southern Boundary- West on CSH 60
from Interstate 25 to US Highway 287,
then south to the Larimer County line,
then west continuing on West County
Line Road to LCR 23E.
Western Boundary- North on LCR
23E from West County Line Road to LCR
4, then west to LCR 27E, then north to
LCR 8E, then west to LCR 31, then north
to Pole Hill Road/LCR18E, then northeast to LCR 29, then north to Buckhorn
Road, then north to LCR 38E, then east
to approximate latitude of Trilby Road.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0001 AB-A
OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS,
ESTES PARK
Northern Boundary- Northeast on
CSH (Colorado State Highway) 14 from
the Larimer County line to LCR (Larmier
County Road 27).
› Eastern Boundary- South on LCR 27
from CSH 14, continuing on Stove Prairie
Road, continuing on Buckhorn Road, to

Prot. N. 2017-0002 AB-A
SAINT JOSEPH, FORT COLLINS
Northern Boundary- Northern Larimer
County Line/Colorado Wyoming border.
› Eastern Boundary- South on the Larimer County line (east side) from Colorado Wyoming border to East Prospect
Road.
Southern Boundary- West on East
Prospect Road from Colorado Boulevard
(Larimer County line) to South Timberline Road, then south to East Drake
Road, then west to South Overland Trail,
then north to Dixen Canyon Road, then
west to Centennial Drive, then south
to LCR (Larimer County Road) 38E,
then southwest to Buckhorn Road, then
northwest, continuing on Stove Prairie
Road/LCR 27 to CSH (Colorado State
Highway 14), then west to the Larimer
County Line/Continental Divide.
Western Boundary- The Larimer
County line/Continental Divide from CSH
14 to the Colorado/Wyoming Border.

›

FT. COLLINS DEANERY

LCR 29, then south to Pole Hill Road,
then west continuing on LCR 185 to LCR
31 then south to LCR 8e, then east to
LCR 27E, then south to LCR 4, then east
to LCR 23E, then south to LCR 2.
Southern Boundary- West on LCR 2
(Larimer County Line) from LCR 23E to
105°20’49.25”W Longitude, then south
to CSH 7, then west to CSH 72, then
southwest to Brainard Lake Road/LCR
(Boulder County Road) 112, then southwest in a straight line to the Boulder
County line/Continental divide at Shoshoni Peak Summit.
Western Boundary- North on the
Boulder County Line/Continental Divide
from Shoshoni Peak Summit, continuing
on the Larimer County Line/Continental
Divide to CSH 14.

›

hereas a parish is a “certain
community of the Christian faithful stably constituted in a particular church” and is
“to be territorial, that is, one which
includes all the Christian faithful of a
certain territory” (cc. 515§1 and 518);
Whereas reevaluating and even
redefining parish boundaries, from
time to time, is prudent in light of
shifting demographics, civil boundaries, and the need to minister more
effectively to the Faithful;
Whereas canon 515 §2 states, “It is
only for the diocesan bishop to erect,
suppress, or alter parishes”;
Whereas the Pastors of the affected
parishes and the Pastors of neighboring and/or affected parishes have
been consulted, in accord with canon
50, and consented;
Whereas the Presbyteral Council
was consulted in accord with canon
515 §2;
I, the Archbishop of Denver,
hereby modify the following parish
boundaries so that, once this decree
takes effect upon legitimate notification, the new boundaries shall be as
follows, everything to the contrary
notwithstanding.

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com
A place for reconnecting
With God.
Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org
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Bishop’s Page
Bishop’s Column

Most Rev. Jorge Rodriguez

A Note on Our Lady of Visitation

W

hen one arrives in Colorado, one soon encounters
a large immigrant community originating from Latin America. But there is also another Latino
community here: it’s one that speaks
primarily English, even though most
speak Spanish, or at least understand
it, using a very particular vocabulary.
This community shares various traditions and ways of life typical of the
Hispanic world. They cook tamales
and green chili, make “bizcochitos,”
remember the processions of the
“penitentes,” and have a strong sense
of family. Many have surnames of
Spanish or Portuguese origin: Maestas, Vigil, Archuleta, Gallegos, Olguín,
Martinez, Valdez, among others.
They are Latinos or Hispanics who
trace their roots back generations —
some to even before the arrival of the
Mayflower — in the towns and cities
of New Mexico and other southern
territories.
On April 27, I had the opportunity
to get to know a representation of this
community. They are a formidable
and enjoyable group of people. They
honor their roots, have a great love
for their traditions and customs, and
have a healthy pride of being Latino,
while also being deeply American. I
am referring to the members of Our
Lady of Visitation Mission Church.
The reason for the meeting was
important, and at the same time difficult. The archdiocese decided to cease
offering Sunday Mass at the mission.
I saw with my own eyes the sorrow in
the community. The decision, however difficult, was one that considered
the spiritual good of the community,
while also bearing in mind the needs
of the entire archdiocese.
Our Lady of Visitation Mission has
had a regular attendance of about
100 people each Sunday for the
past 10 years. The majority of

those who attend Mass at the mission
do not live in the area; coming from
many corners of the archdiocese, the
community gathers at the mission
because it is there that they reconnect
with their roots, with their history and
family. But obviously, attending Mass
on Sunday is not enough to experience a full parish life with the wide
range of ministries a parish offers,
including ongoing religious education,
opportunities for spiritual growth and
a complete liturgical schedule.
A few streets away is the Parish of
Holy Trinity, to which this mission
belongs. The community was invited
to participate more fully in the parish,
where they could receive all the services a parish can offer, and to take
advantage of opportunities to grow in
their faith. It is not news that we no
longer have the number of priests we
did in the past, nor is it news that that
the demographics of our state have
changed and that there is a need to
open new parishes and make a more
efficient use of the resources we have.
In making this decision, a study
and evaluation of the archdiocese that
had taken place a few years ago was
taken into account; the decision was
studied by the parish council of Holy
Trinity and approved by the parish
priest; it was then confirmed by the
presbyteral council, the archdiocesan
pastoral council was informed, and it
was ratified by the archbishop.
The Vicar for Clergy met with some
representatives of the community of
Our Lady of Visitation on two occasions, and I met once with some members, albeit more informally. Representatives of the archdiocese decided
to cancel their attendance at a larger
meeting in late March because, one
day prior, the archdiocese received
a letter from a lawyer representing
some members of that community indicating the possibility of
a lawsuit against the archdiocese. Once the discussion
involves lawyers,

the tone and circumstances of the dialogue changes to another level.
Because of the circulation of some
incomplete or false information in
the media, of pamphlets left in the
parishes, and other means, I would
like to clarify some points of what has
been said about this decision taken by
the archdiocese.
In making this decision, the goal
was never to seize the savings of the
mission, nor was it to sell the property. In fact, the idea was to leave
it as a meeting place, to be used for
special occasions or celebrations, for
the annual bazaar, and other similar
events.
Out of respect for the history of
the mission, the archdiocese suggested offering Mass one Sunday a
month at the mission, which would
give the community the opportunity
to reconnect, celebrate its roots and
pray together. The caveat was that on
each of the other Sundays, each one
would attend his or her own parish.
This solution would have achieved
the needs of both sides: giving the
members of Our Lady of Visitation
an opportunity to gather together
regularly, while also offering them the
possibility of living a more complete
parish life. Unfortunately, this proposal was not accepted by the representatives of Our Lady of Visitation.
For them it was all, or nothing — that
is, they insisted on keeping things as
they were. It is a shame because this
proposal met the goals of both sides,
and it would have been a good solution for everybody.
It has been suggested that this decision was made because the Church
discriminates against Latinos, or that
is does not value the Latino tradition.
This cannot be honestly considered,
particularly in these times when the
archdiocese is making a great effort
to serve the Spanish-speaking immigrant community. The Church loves
and appreciates all the cultures that
it is composed of: the mainstream
English-speaking community, the
Native American community, Vietnamese, Hispanic, African American
and African, Korean, Mongolian,
Polish, Lebanese, etc. The Church
also values this community of Hispanic origin, which is native to what
is now the United States, and which

has been so important in the history
of the Catholic Church in Colorado.
The proposal suggested by some
members of Our Lady of Visitation to
bring in retired priests to celebrate
Mass every Sunday is not a viable
solution, because this arrangement
does not allow for the stable connection of the community with their
parish priest, which is a necessary
component for a parish community.
The substitute priest arrives, celebrates the Mass and leaves. He does
not belong to that community.
As you can see, the topic is very
complex. Some people from the community of Our Lady of Visitation have
organized events to pressure public
opinion, such as press conferences,
protests and petitions. Personally, I
think that fostering division is never
good, but I can understand the pain
that those brothers and sisters of
ours are going through. I even admire
the love and pride they have for all
the sacrifices their grandparents and
fathers made when building that small
community of Our Lady of Visitation.
I invite you to pray to the Lord
with the same words of Jesus when he
prayed for his Church: “That they may
be one, as we are one. I in them and
you in me, that they may be brought to
perfection as one, that the world may
know that you sent me” (Jn 17: 22-23).
And pray that he free us from situations such as St. Paul describes:
“I urge you, brothers, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree in what you say, and that there
be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and
in the same purpose. For it has been
reported to me about you, my brothers, by Chloe’s people, that there are
rivalries among you. I mean that each
of you is saying, ‘I belong to Paul,’
or ‘I belong to Apollos,’ or ‘I belong
to Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Is
Christ divided?” (1 Cor 1: 10-13)
Although Sunday Mass will no
longer be said regularly at the Mission of Our Lady of Visitation, I would
be delighted if the community could
find a way to continue celebrating its
Latino tradition, history and family.
And I would love to be part of it,
because — as I said at the beginning
— it is a great community that within
five minutes made me feel like family.
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Get Involved
MAY

MAY

Julia Greeley Guild
fundraiser with the
Colorado Rockies

Biblical School Registration
Registration for 2017/2018
Biblical School year is now
open. If you’re looking
to grow in knowledge of
scripture and go deeper into
your faith, Biblical school
is a great way to do so. As
St. Jerome said, “Ignorance
of Scripture is ignorance of
Christ.” Visit sjvdenver.edu/
biblicalschool to register.

JUNE

Guppy Fest
Youth Rally

14 1:10 p.m., Coors Field, vs. Los Angeles Dodgers, $20 Upper Reserved Infield
($23 face value), $30 Outfield Box ($30 face value). The Colorado Rockies invite
you to come enjoy a game while giving back to the Julia Greeley Guild! A portion
of each ticket sold will go directly to the Julia Greeley Fund! For more information
and to buy tickets, contact Mary at mary.leisring@archden.org.

MAY
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
17

On behalf of all of us
at Denver Catholic,
happy mother’s day to
all of you wonderful
moms out there! To
remind you of just
how important you
are, here’s a beautiful
quote from the late
Archbishop Joseph
Cardinal Mindszenty:
“The most important person on earth is a mother. She
cannot claim the honor of having built Notre Dame
Cathedral. She need not. She has built something more
magnificent than any cathedral—a dwelling for an immortal
soul, the tiny perfection of her baby’s body...The angels have
not been blessed with such a grace. They cannot share in
God’s creative miracle to bring new saints to Heaven. Only
a human mother can. Mothers are closer to God the Creator
than any other creature; God joins forces with mothers in
performing this act of creation... What on God’s good earth
is more glorious than this: to be a mother?”

Foster Care Adoption
and Info Meeting

6:30 p.m., Mount Saint
Vincent, 4159 Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Thinking
about becoming a foster
care or adoptive family?
Join Mount Saint Vincent
at one of our info nights!
Our experienced staﬀ
as well as one or more
foster parents will be on
hand to answer all your
questions. Light refreshments will be provided.
For details, contact
mmaile@msvhome.
org or 303-458-7220.
24

Biblical School
graduation Mass

10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan
St. Join Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila at a
special Mass for graduates of the four-year
Biblical School program.

7 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. The Guppy Fest tradition
continues at St. Thomas More as youth
gather together for a big day packed
with fun, games, music, skits, Mass, and
a closer look at what it means to
choose God and be chosen by him.
Contact Greg Johnson at gregj@
stthomasmore.org or 303-220-3388 for
more details.

24

Gregorian Chant
Workshop

5/24, 4 p.m. - 5/28, 11
a.m., Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine
Way, Virginia Dale, $300.
Are you intrigued by Gregorian Chant and curious
to learn more about it?
Join the Benedictine nuns
at the abbey to learn the
history and technique
of it. There will be a lot
of singing, but no one
will be pushed out of his
or her personal comfort
zone. Meals and accommodations (private room)
included. For details
and to register, contact
aswretreats@gmail.
com or 970-472-0612.

JUNE

5

Seeds of Hope Golf
Tournament

8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Cherry
Creek Country Club,
2405 S Yosemite St,
Denver, $2,000 for a
foursome. Seeds of
Hope’s annual golf tournament helps provide
Catholic education to
economically disadvantaged students
concentrated int he
inner city of Denver.
Visit golﬀorhope.org
for more details and to
buy a sponsorship.

23

Strong Catholic
Marriage Workshop

6/23 - 6/24, Ave Maria
Parish, 9056 E. Parker
Rd., $75 per couple.
Greg and Julie Alexander
will facilitate a marriage
enrichment workshop.
This event will start on
Friday, June 23rd from 7
p.m. - 9 p.m. and again
on Saturday, June 24th
at 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Child Care is provided.
Registration fee includes
materials and meals.
Register at avemariacatholicparish.org or
contact Dr. Lynne Lane.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

God cannot be outdone
in generosity
The annual Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
(ACA) launched last weekend in parishes,
and we here at Denver Catholic wanted to
personally thank you for your generosity in
donating. Without you, we could not do what
we do. Our ability to be the hub for all things
Catholic in northern Colorado depends on
your generosity during Archbishop’s Catholic
Appeal, and it’s because of your continued
sacrifice that our publication just turned 117.
So, sincerely, from the bottom of our hearts,
thank you. Of course, the ACA does much
more than just fund the communications
office. All of the ministries of the Archdiocese
of Denver (and trust us, it’s a lot) are funded
by the ACA, so your donation, no matter
how big or small, does more good than you’ll
ever know. If you feel so led to give, fill out a
donation card at your parish, or visit archden.
org/givetoday.

Not one, but two million
rosaries for Fatima Centennial
On May 1, 2016, Our Lady of Fatima Parish
launched a One Million Rosaries campaign in
honor of the 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s
apparitions at Fatima. Their goal was to achieve
one million rosaries prayed by October 29 of this
year, which they have kept track of using a rosary
tracker on fatimacentennial.com. Evidently,
one million rosaries weren’t ambitious enough,
because they’ve reached their goal already and are
now shooting for two million rosaries. Now, we’re
no mathematicians, but to reach that goal, there
needs to be 5,690 rosaries said each day from now
until October 29. In other words, we all better start
praying! Be sure to record every rosary you pray
from now until then at fatimacentennial.com.

TV Mass needs YOUR input
TV Mass for the Homebound recently celebrated
50 years of providing televised Mass to the
community, and now they need your input. As you
can imagine, running a television Mass takes a lot
of work and has a lot of moving parts, and those
involved in the production are trying to gauge
interest in a locally-produced program. If you have
any interest in the TV Mass or watch it yourself,
call 303-578-3300 to take a brief survey.
CORRECTIONS
In the April 22 edition, in the article titled “Why does the
Church have boundaries on cremation?” a factual error
regarding the placement of palls on cremated remains was
published. Palls are not permitted to be placed on cremated
remains. We apologize for the error.
In the April 22 edition, on the In-briefs page, the date of the
50th anniversary of the legalization of abortion was incorrect. Abortion was legalized in Colorado on April 25, 1967.
We apologize for the error.
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Perspectives

The fifty-day party

I

f you can find it in your attic, open
your old, pre-Vatican II missal,
and look at the Sundays between
Easter and Pentecost, which are titled
“Sundays after Easter.” Now look at a
contemporary Missal,
GEORGE or your curWEIGEL rent issue of
Magniﬁcat,
The Catholic Diﬀerence
and note
George Weigel is a
the differdistinguished senior
ence: those
fellow of the Ethics and
Sundays are
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
now styled
“Sundays
of Easter.” Three letters were lost in
the transition from after to of, but that
subtraction represents a great recovery of liturgical insight.
I’ve had occasion to express my
discontents with the post-conciliar
liturgical calendar; anyone interested
can find my complaints, and proposed
fixes, in the chapter on liturgy in my
book, Evangelical Catholicism. But in
this instance, the postconciliar reform
got it exactly right when the 1969
General Norms for the Liturgical Year
and the Calendar explained the Easter
season in these terms: “The fifty days
from Easter Sunday to Pentecost

are celebrated in joyful exultation as
one feast day, or better as one ‘great
Sunday.’ These above all others are the
days for the singing of the Alleluia”
(22). The idea of the Easter season
as one, great, fifty-day- long Sunday
traces its origins to the eastern doctor
of the Church, Athanasius; its recovery today ought to help us appreciate
the Easter season, and indeed the
entire liturgical year, at greater depth.
The shift from Sunday’s after
Easter to Sundays of Easter is so
evocative because that small change
in preposition tells us that “Easter”
is not something that happens for
twenty-four hours and ends when the
leftover ham and chocolate bunnies
are put away after dinner. Rather,
“Easter” is one continuous fifty-day
feast, one “great Sunday,” and it
should be lived that way, with as
much revelry as possible.
The fifty-day party, properly catechized and preached, also gives
the Church an annual opportunity
to reflect on its own birth. For the
Church is born of Easter faith, which
begins with the encounter with
the Risen One. And that encounter
changes everything. Meeting the
Risen Lord, the Church begins to live

the life of the Kingdom within history, as the Resurrection restores history to its proper course. Recognizing
the Risen Lord in the breaking-open
of the Scriptures and the breaking of
bread, the Church experiences the
New Life — life in the messianic era,
here and now. Receiving the Holy
Spirit, at the “Johannine Pentecost”
recounted on Divine Mercy Sunday
and on the Fiftieth Day of the “great
Sunday,” the Church is sent into the
world on mission, proclaiming the
Gospel and the forgiveness of sins.
In the ancient Church, these fifty
days were the time of “mystagogical
catechesis,” during which the newly
baptized catechumens were drawn
deeper into the Church’s sacraments
and their full meaning, which could
only be grasped after the sacrament
of “illumination,” baptism. And if
Lent (the last lap for the ancient
catechumens) is an annual opportunity for each of us to “re-enter” the
catechumenate and ponder anew
the basics of the faith through the
three great catechumenal Gospel
readings (Jesus and the woman at the
well; Jesus and the man born blind;
the raising of Lazarus), then Easter,
considered as one fifty-day “great

Sunday,” offers each of us the opportunity to reflect on the commission to
be missionary disciples we were given
at baptism, and to which we pledged
ourselves anew at the Easter renewal
of baptismal promises.
How many Catholics imagine that
the liturgical year is a kind of happenstance, things occurring when and
how they do in a more-or-less random
way? Too many, perhaps, and that’s
especially true of the Easter season,
which also gets cultural short shrift
because of the dominance of Christmas and “the holidays.” All the more
reason then, for preaching during the
“great Sunday” to stress the fifty-day
party as the pivot of the Church’s
entire year of grace, to which all that
comes before points, and from which
all that follows flows.
Substituting the Apostles Creed
for the Nicene-Constantinopolitan
Creed on the Sundays of Easter, for
which the rubrics provide, is another
good way to highlight the distinctiveness of the Easter season. For the
Apostles Creed is the baptismal creed
of the Roman Church, and the fifty-day party is, preeminently, a celebration of the saving grace of baptism.
Party on.

Mary and the meaning of Mother’s Day

I

have celebrated eight Mother’s
Days so far, being on the receiving end of not quite a decade of
handmade cards and hinted-at gift
suggestions from “the kids” (but
perhaps
purchased
JENNY
by daddy).
UEBBING I struggled
early on
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charms,
was not actually a day off for mother.
That I was still needed for nursing,
for disciplinary action, for snuggles
and for diaper changes. I expect the
first couple decades of motherhood
to hold to a similar pattern. “Mommy,
we made this for you. And we trashed
the kitchen in so doing.”
The moment I started to enjoy my
motherhood more deeply was the

same moment I began to realize that
it wasn’t actually about me. And it is
a lesson I learn anew, over and over
again. There is a battle that rages in
my heart from the moment I wake
up to someone’s early morning cries
until the final stretch of bedtime
chaos. I can loosely plan for little
respites of relaxation and prayer
with a cup of coffee or 20 minutes of
stillness if all the nap times line up
accordingly, but I cannot rely on it. In
short: my days are not my own, and
my time belongs to others.
In giving life, I have given my own
life away.
Mary had a radically different
experience of motherhood from the
rest of us, at least on the surface.
Only one baby, and what an exemplar
model at that! A saintly husband who
silently supported her decisions (she
was perfect, after all), a child who
never so much as rolled his eyes at
her in sass, and God’s assurance that
her domestic toils would merit an
unfathomable heavenly reward.

Mary didn’t have to worry “am
I doing this right?” or “will I mess
him up?” And I bet she never felt like
fleeing the house at Nazareth when
Joseph came back from the wood
shop at night.
And yet, I look at Mary’s history-altering fiat at the Annunciation
and I see that her surrender was not
death by a thousand diapers. Her
consent to surrender was immediate,
it was immense, and it was ongoing.
That fervent and fruitful “yes” at the
very outset of her motherhood would
encompass the remainder of her life
on earth and chart the course for her
role in eternity.
And in her surrender, she opened
up the course of human events to a
divine interruption such as the universe had never seen.
Mary’s heart was sufficiently open
to receive the full power of the Holy
Spirit’s love, a force so powerful that
from her virgin womb, God the child
would come forth nine months later.
That’s the kind of love the world’s

greatest mom is made of.
And her life with Jesus, however
steeped in divinity, was not without
heartache and toil. I think of the anxiety of the three days she and Joseph
searched for tween Jesus, having lost
sight of him on a family road trip to
Jerusalem; of the radical trust and
courage it took to launch him into his
ministry at Cana, knowing full well
the road to Jerusalem would dead end
at Calvary. And of course, it is impossible to think of Mary without calling
to mind an image of Michelangelo’s
Pieta, a crushed and grieving mother
holding the battered, lifeless body of
her beloved Son.
In short, Mary saw it all. And that
makes her the perfect model for us
all, no matter how few or how numerous our children, and no matter how
great or how hidden our crosses.
This Mother’s Day, let’s ask Mary
to show us the radical power of surrender, and the beauty of a heart fully
available to live one’s vocation.
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Greg Maddux, Jesus Christ and the Sword of the Spirit

I

n the Church’s eternal wisdom,
the feasts of Easter and Pentecost
fall around the start of baseball
season. Some might be tempted to
pass this off as “coincidence,” but
I tend to
favor provSCOTT
idence in
ELMER
this matter.
My favorite
Guest Column
baseball
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2005. The
Cubs were
playing the Red Sox and Greg Maddux
took the mound against Bronson
Arroyo. Now, you should understand
that Greg Maddux is my favorite ball
player of all time. I witnessed him
dominate on the North Side in his
early years, shared in the bitter-sweet
glory of his championships in Atlanta
and welcomed him home in a triumphant return to the Windy City.
On this day, Greg Maddux not only
won (obviously), but he hit a home
run, which used to be very rare for
pitchers. It was the bottom of the
sixth inning and I remember seeing
the ball hit his bat and I immediately

rose to my feet with both hands raised
as the rest of Wrigley sat and chatted.
No one expected it because frankly,
Greg Maddux was an awful hitter; he
could lay down a bunt with the best of
them but anything more than a single
was a once in a season type moment.
Eventually, and it seemed like forever,
the ball barely fell in the basket and
the stadium erupted.
The reason why Greg Maddux is
my favorite player has nothing to
do with his bat, but his masterful
pitching. You may think that meant
that he threw a lot of strikeouts, but
while he fanned his fair share, Greg
Maddux pitched to contact. He had a
mean sinker that made players want
to swing only to ground out and into
double plays. He wasn’t afraid of the
batter swinging; in fact, he welcomed
it — it was his whole dang plan.
When I read the Gospels, I see
Jesus on the mound dealing just
like Greg Maddux. He doesn’t avoid
contact or conflict. Instead, he seeks
it out. When Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the temple as a baby,
the prophet Simeon proclaimed,
“This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and
to be a sign that will be opposed” (Lk

2:34). Conflict is Jesus’ vocation. As
an adult, he confirms this when he
says, “Do not think that I have come
to bring peace to the earth; I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword” (Mt
10:34). That’s the Jesus I’m throwing
out there on Opening Day and you
can bet the house that we’re coming
home victorious.
That is truly our Jesus, our Head,
our Savior and our King. Have we
made him into something else —
someone, perhaps, a little quieter?
Gentle? Not as offensive? I know
I’m guilty of doing so in the past, but
whatever I made him into isn’t who
he is and always will be. As we are
built up by the Mass readings from
Acts this Easter, and as we approach
Pentecost, I’m calling on every man
and woman of good will to reconsider
who Jesus really is.
We are people who were born to
achieve peace by way of war. If not,
why did Jesus bring a sword? Was it to
mount on our wall and only reference
when we speak of Church history? St.
Paul speaks of Christians receiving
the Sword of the Spirit in Ephesians.
I believe that the Lord is offering
us a new sword this Pentecost. But
like every gift, you have the choice

to receive it and use it, or not to. We
need to take a good, hard look at
ourselves as a Church. Scripture says
that, “David ran quickly toward the
battle line to meet the Philistine” (1
Sam 17:48). I know there is no shortage of Philistines, but are you running
toward them to conquer?
I love listening to the bridge of
“Christ is Risen” by Matt Maher
during Easter. The lyrics, quoting St.
Paul are, “Oh, Death, where is your
sting? Oh, Hell, where is your victory?” I look out on the world and see
the sting of death and the advancement of Hell all around me. I also see
the grace of God abounding in miraculous and overwhelming ways. So, my
question to us is: Church, where is
your sting? Christ has proved victorious; are we willing to call down the
reign of Heaven in the face of Hell? If
you are, join me in this prayer:
Lord Jesus, you are my King. Give
me boldness and courage to proclaim
your Gospel in the public square.
I give my life to you again today.
Release your Spirit and your Kingdom in me Lord, that I might exist for
the praise of your Glory. Amen.

(well, most boys) saw her as an object.
Girls saw her as an annoyance, or a competitor. But in death, she becomes the
star of the school. Her locker becomes a
shrine. She is suddenly “popular.”
What’s more, thanks to the tapes,
she is finally in control. She calls the
shots from beyond the grave. She
turns the tables on everyone who hurt
her, and completely upends their lives.
Hannah gets her revenge.
Of course, the show depicts her
parents’ anguish, and all kinds of other
fall-out that a clear-thinking, well-adjusted person could see as potential
downside to ending one’s own life.
But suicidal teenagers are neither
clear-thinking nor well-adjusted.
Suicide is contagious. Research
consistently shows that one person’s
suicide can reinforce a vulnerable
person’s motivation to join them.
And when those at-risk kids see that
person’s status elevated from high
school loser to posthumous celebrity, it intensifies that effect. Couple
that with a dramatic depiction of

successful post-mortem revenge, and
all the discussion in the world won’t
override suicide’s seductive appeal.
There is a reason why mental health
professionals everywhere are issuing
warnings about the series. The JED
Foundation, a suicide prevention organization, declined to endorse it, saying
they couldn’t support a show that
amounted to “one long revenge story.”
Michael Jackson’s 19-year-old daughter Paris, who herself has attempted
suicide, called the show “extremely
triggering.” The National Association
of School Psychologists has advised
teens who have had suicidal thoughts
to avoid the series entirely.
I’m hearing about a lot of parents
who are watching “13 Reasons Why”
with their kids. Please know that I
believe that watching shows about
hard issues can be a great springboard
for discussion. But I don’t believe this
show is the right vehicle for that. In
fact, I believe it’s dangerous.
Your kids need guidance. They need
discussion. But they don’t need this.

13 Reasons Why NOT

L

ast weekend, I binge-watched
“13 Reasons Why.”
I strongly urge you not to do
the same.
“13 Reasons Why” is a Netflix series
about a
MARY
teenaged
BETH
girl, Hannah
BONACCI
Baker, who
commits
Guest Column
suicide.
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Hannah
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leaves
behind 13 audio cassettes detailing 13
reasons — really 13 people — who led
her to kill herself.
I thought the first few episodes
were very good. Hanna’s “narration”
via the tapes is very effective, and
draws the viewer in. At first, I also
thought the show could be an effective
platform for sparking important discussions between parents and teens.
But then, three or four episodes in,
I changed my mind.
First, the series suddenly got very
explicit. Porn use, masturbation,

sexual experimentation, etc. And that
was before the graphic depictions of
two sexual assaults, and then the suicide itself. Nobody, of any age, needs
those images in their heads.
Graphic images have tremendous
power. Our brains are wired to react
strongly to them. They “imprint.”
Especially for children and teenagers
who are still relatively innocent, this
can be extremely disturbing.
Second, the series took me to a
very dark place, very quickly. It’s hard
to describe, except to say that it was
very ugly. I wanted to take a shower —
with holy water.
And third, I have zero doubt that
this show is going to lead to far more
suicides than it prevents. In fact,
school districts are already reporting
an uptick in suicide threats among
elementary and middle school students since the series debuted.
Hannah’s tapes are a great literary
device. They also, unfortunately, offer
the perfect “suicide as revenge” fantasy.
In life, Hannah was overlooked. Boys
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.
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