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In the Mass readings for Easter week, we read from Acts of the Apostles how
St. Peter ﬁrst proclaimed the Gospel. This is what the Church calls “the Kerygma,”
a Greek word meaning “proclamation” or “that which is proclaimed.”
st. peter preaChing at penteCost by Christopher slatoFF | photo by ViCtoria pearson

See pages 5-8 for an explanation of the Kerygma, and
several apostolates that are active in our parishes to
proclaim the Kerygma in new ways.
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Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Scouting in the balance

I

was dismayed to learn this past
January that the Boy Scouts of
America decided to end their
practice of more than 100 years that
allowed only boys to be members.
They did this by permitting transgendered boys to join troops, that is, girls
who struggle with gender dysphoria
and are living as though they are boys.
When he founded the Boy Scouts
in 1908, Robert Baden-Powell envisioned it as a way of forming boys into
men. He also readily acknowledged
that the boys in the troop help form
each other under the direction of the
leader. “Scouting,” he said, “is a game
for boys under the leadership of boys
under the direction of a man.”
The Boy Scouts of America also
recently decided to allow boys and
leaders with same-sex attraction as
members. These decisions are social
experiments that are rationalized
away without accounting for the
impact on the clear majority of boys
who do not have gender dysphoria or
same-sex attraction. Indeed, it is not
hard to see that there will be lasting
consequences for current and future
generations of American boys as they
try to understand their own sexuality
in their formative years.
These decisions have been part
of the Boy Scouts’ slow retreat in
the face of the secular culture’s
advancement of an LGBTQ agenda.
At the same time, the Boy Scouts
have insisted that they will allow
Church-sponsored troops to only
accept boys, to continue to run troops
in accord with the faith, and to defend
these scout units in any resulting
lawsuits.
In response, churches who charter scouting groups have been faced
with the diﬃcult decision of whether
to continue to be aﬃliated with the
Boy Scouts of America. Some dioceses have decided to disaﬃliate
completely, while others think that,
at least in the case of the Boy Scouts,
adequate protections exist for aﬃliation to continue.

Many have asked what I have
decided to do in the Archdiocese
of Denver, since these decisions
are contrary to the natural law and
the Church’s teaching on sexuality.
Before I answer that question, there
are two points I want to make. First,
discussions about sexual attraction,
orientation, and lifestyle choices
have no place in scouting. These are
issues that parents need to address,
both through their own example and
by teaching their children. Second,
the Church is absolutely committed
to the dignity of the human person,
the understanding of man and
woman as made for each other, the
virtue of chastity and the protection
of children, especially from different forms of abuse, which includes
enabling and/or encouraging gender
dysphoria.
I have been contemplating the
jarring words of Jesus about leading
the innocent into sin. The Lord tells
us in the Gospel of Luke, “Things that
cause sin will inevitably occur, but
woe to the person through whom they
occur. It would be better for him if a
millstone were put around his neck
and he be thrown into the sea than
for him to cause one of these little
ones to sin” (Lk. 17:1-2). We must be
very careful about the example and
witness we give to others, especially
children. To expose them to immorality and/or material inappropriate
for their level of maturity, without the
full knowledge and consent of parents, is scandalous to them and wrong
for us. Doing so also contradicts two
of the principles of the Scout Oath –
doing our “duty to God” and remaining “morally straight.”
Despite these recent decisions, I
also realize that the core elements of
Boy Scouting remain praiseworthy
and that hundreds of men and boys
in the Archdiocese have been positively impacted by their Boy Scout
formation.
While it would simplify matters
to ask all scouting groups sponsored

by parishes to disaﬃliate from their
respective national organizations, I
decided to consult with those who
lead many of the Cub Scout packs and
Boy Scout troops of the Archdiocese.
Following that discussion, I decided
that such a decision could produce
unfortunate consequences and fall
short of presenting the courageous
witness Christ calls us to give.
For over 100 years the Boy Scouts
have provided meaningful formation
that, to quote a scout master whom I
recently met with, “transforms doofuses into leaders.” This formation
is not limited to Catholic boys only.
The troops and packs sponsored by
our parishes are open to non-Catholic boys and leaders who desire
to be part of the scouts and are not
opposed to the Catholic character of
the group. In effect, these troops and
packs are not only forming Catholics,
promoting virtue, but they are also
sharing the Gospel with others, i.e.,
evangelizing. Further, I believe that
disaﬃliation, while it makes a strong
statement, would make a winner out
of the secular cultural and its agenda,
and losers out of the Boy Scouts and
the Church.
While I fear that the Boy Scouts
may make another decision that will
necessitate disaﬃliation, I am not
going to move in that direction at
this time. Instead, I am calling for all
scouting groups sponsored by our
parishes, including the Girl Scouts,
to reinforce their commitment to
forming boys and girls into virtuous
Christian young adults.
Ultimately, the decision for a
parish to charter or aﬃliate with a
scouting organization falls under the
authority of the pastor, who must
weigh the risks this could present to
his parish. I ask for all those involved
in Catholic scouting to respect the
decisions made by their pastors.
For those groups that are supported by pastors and who continue
to be aﬃliated in the Archdiocese
of Denver, I am establishing the
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following requirements:
To present the best witness to
scouts and anyone encountered in
scouting activities, all leaders must
adhere to the Code of Conduct of the
Archdiocese of Denver, specifically:
Have a positive and supportive
attitude toward the Catholic Church,
her teachings, and her work.
Refrain from approving, promoting or engaging in any conduct or lifestyle considered to be in contradiction with Catholic doctrine or morals.
Promote the dignity of the human
person and expressions of human
sexuality that accord with the natural law, and therefore with Catholic
teaching.
To promote the best possible
environment for their formation, all
scouts must:
Have a positive and supportive
attitude toward the Catholic Church,
her teachings, and her work.
Refrain from conduct or living
a lifestyle considered to be in contradiction with Catholic doctrine or
morals.
Respect their own personal dignity
and that of others.
It is my earnest desire that this
decision will facilitate the promotion
of all that is good and virtuous in
scouting. Additionally, all of us need
to pray for the strengthening of the
moral foundations of our society,
especially those institutions that provide formation to youth.
Finally, for those who are seeking
acceptable alternatives to the Boy
Scouts or Girl Scouts that capture
the essence of scouting, I would like
to suggest some organizations that
currently are not problematic. They
are: American Heritage Girls, Little
Flowers’ Girls Clubs, the Federation of North American Explorers,
Columbian Squires, Trail Life USA,
and Fraternus. Information on these
groups can be obtained from Michelle
Peters in the Evangelization and
Family Life Ministry oﬃce by calling
303-715-3252.

General Manager

Director

Business Manager

KARNA
SWANSON

ANDREW
WRIGHT

MICHAEL
O’NEILL

3

DENVER CATHOLIC | APRIL 22-MAY 12, 2017

Vatican Notes

‘Pope Francis laundry’ service
opens for homeless in Rome
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

O

n April 10, the latest Pope Francis-inspired initiative for the
poor opened up in Rome — a
new laundromat, with washing, drying
and ironing services for those without a
home or a fixed living situation.
“The Pope’s Laundry,” as it is being

called, is organized by the Oﬃce of Papal
Charities, in partnership with the Community of Sant’Egidio, and will be run by
volunteers who will wash, dry and iron
the clothes and blankets of those who
otherwise can’t clean their belongings.
The service, located in an old hospital in Rome’s Trastevere neighborhood,
now called the “People of Peace Center,”
includes six brand-new washers and
dryers, donated by Whirlpool.
Irons, detergent and other products needed for the service have
also been donated.
In the next few months,
they plan to also add a
barber, free clothing, medical clinics, and the distribution
of necessities to the Center.

A statue of Jesus as a homeless man, in front of the
Vatican’s Oﬃce of Papal Charities. photo by aleXey gotoVsKyi | Cna
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SHOPPING
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Chuck Parker,
relieved of duties at Notre
Dame Parish in Denver as of
May 15, 2017, and appointed
to the Oﬃce of the Diaconate
for up to six months.
Deacon Myles Decker, granted
retirement status with faculties, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Gary Rogge, granted
retirement status with faculties, eﬀective January 31, 2017

Deacon Thomas Fox,
granted retirement status
with faculties, eﬀective
February 1, 2017
Mr. Michael Romanowski,
granted a dispensation
from the clerical state and
obligations connected to
the Sacred Ordination of
Diaconate by the Roman
Pontiﬀ, Pope Francis,
eﬀective October 18, 2016

REVERSE MORTGAGE LOANS.
What are the Pros & Cons?

NMLS# 9392

Get a FREE Reverse Mortgage Guide
Debbie Samuels NMLS# 1476003
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Tom Selleck,
Actor and AAG
Paid Spokesperson

Mr. Antonio Sandoval,
granted a dispensation
from the clerical state and
obligations connected to
the Sacred Ordination of
Diaconate by the Roman
Pontiﬀ, Pope Francis,
eﬀective January 17, 2017.
Deacon Leonard “Buz”
Onesky, granted retirement
status with faculties,
eﬀective June 1, 2017
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3rd & 7th Floors, Orange CA, 92868. AAG
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CO (Regulated by the Division of Real
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www.dora.state.co.us/real-estate/index.
htm). AAG is an equal housing lender.
These materials are not from HUD or
FHA and were not approved by HUD or a
government agency. V11082016 For full
legal disclosure, please visit: www.americanadvisorsgroup.com/disclosure.

DONATE TAX
FROM FREE
YOUR IRA
Help The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul help
those in need with an easy Tax Free donation from
your IRA. Contact Jean Finegan at The Catholic
Foundation to find out how. 303-867-0613

JUNE 25 / featuring TOBYMAC with Heart’s Remedy
FREE ACTIVITES AT THE KIDS KORAL

Peddle Tractor Races Petting Zoo
Balloon Artist
Dog Show
Face Painting
Sandbox Play Area
Duck Races
Stick-Horse Rodeo AND MORE!

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND CONCERTS:
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Who is Jesus Christ?
Alpha takes
Christianity back
to the basics

Alpha
provides
an informal
atmosphere for
people
to come
and learn
about
the truth
of Jesus
Christ.
photos proVided

BY AARON LAMBERT

A

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

s Catholics, it’s so easy to get
caught up in the doctrine,
dogma and theology of the
Church that we often forget the fundamental question of Christianity: Who
is Jesus Christ?
Alpha seeks to remedy this. The easiest way to describe Alpha would be to
call it an evangelization tool, but as its
proponents will say, it’s much more than
that. Aimed primarily at people who
have no experience with Christianity
or the Church, Alpha is an introduction
to the Kerygma, a Greek word meaning
“teaching” and used to describe the
proclamation of the good news of Jesus
Christ, upon which the Christian faith
and all of its tenets are founded.
Originally started in the Anglican
church, Alpha is designed to be used
across all Christian denominations.
The program is currently used in several parishes in the Archdiocese of
Denver, including St. Joseph’s Parish
in Golden, Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn, St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Denver and Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish in Denver. The program
is endorsed by the Oﬃce of Evangelization and Family Life Ministries as one
of three programs for parishes to utilize
for evangelization efforts.
Alpha serves as a great starting point
for those exploring the Church and

many parishes have opted to use it as The casual nature of the program is a
a supplement to RCIA, which assumes big part of its allure, McGown said, and
that a person has already taken the first makes it easy to invite people to.
step toward being a Christian — namely,
“It’s a totally different atmosphere
entering and actively pursuing a per- than any other church program. The
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. three proposition statements of Alpha
While RCIA is intended more as a means are: no cost, no pressure and no folof catechesis, Alpha is a simple introduc- low-up,” McGown said. “It’s always free,
tion to the Christian faith that can spark we’re not going to pressure you into
deeper conversion, said Scott Elmer, doing anything you don’t want to do,
director of evangelization and family life and we’re not going to track you down
ministries. However, he noted that the and guilt you into coming back. It’s safe
two should not be depento try.”
dent on one another.
While the program is
“[Alpha] could help
designed with non-Chrispeople to make a decitians in mind, McGown
sion to give themselves
stressed that practicing
to Christ and enter into
Christians should not
RCIA, but it shouldn’t be
write the program off as
bound by that,” he said.
being too basic or below
St. Joseph’s Parish in
them.
Golden is currently con“The great thing
ducting its second ses- Alpha asks the quesabout Alpha is it’s not so
sion of Alpha. Andrew tion: Who is Jesus?
focused on non-ChrisMcGown, director of
tians that that someone
faith formation for the parish, imple- who is coming to Mass couldn’t benefit
mented the program last year, and some from it,” he said. “It’s a revisiting of the
people enjoyed it so much the first time Kerygma, the most basic proclamation
that they’re going through it again.
of the Gospel, and we all need that.”
“It’s a safe place to come and really
Mid-way through the program, Alpha
informally get a taste of Christianity participants go on a day-long retreat
and build relationships, which are really that’s meant to be an introduction to
at the heart of Alpha,” McGown told the Holy Spirit. This experience is often
Denver Catholic.
very powerful for those in Alpha, and is
A typical Alpha night starts off with the “crux of the whole Alpha model,”
a free meal, followed by a talk, done McGown said. “It’s a chance to pray and
either live or in the form of a video, and is be prayed over … and really experience
capped off with a small group discussion. God in a profound and personal way.”

Brandon Young, director of communications for Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish and a Catholic convert of two
years, had such an experience on this
retreat when he was in Alpha. Young
had always had a relationship with God
throughout his life, but he had never
stepped foot inside a church before
entering Alpha. At the time, the program was used as Immaculate Heart
of Mary’s RCIA program, and Young
entered because he felt like God was
calling him to “step it up.”
He couldn’t have predicted the
impact Alpha would have on him.
“Still, to this day, the most intense,
personal encounter [with Christ] I’ve
ever had in my entire life was part of
Alpha,” Young said. “When we did the
retreat, I felt the Holy Spirit enter me and
Jesus talk to me so clearly that I couldn’t
keep it together. It was overwhelming.
“After they were done praying over
me, I left and went to the sanctuary and
just wept. My heart had felt something
it had never felt before.”
As a convert, Young said he can be
critical of some cradle Catholics who
are catechized really well, “but don’t
know how to have a one-on-one relationship with Christ.”
[Alpha], for the first time, just let
me focus on that, without any external
inﬂuences,” he said. “It’s not Christianity 101, but it’s, ‘Who is Jesus, and how
can I have a loving relationship with
him?’ If we’re all called to be disciples,
we need to understand Jesus.”
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Keys to Kerygma
BY SCOTT ELMER

S

scott.elmer@archden.org
www.archden.org/eflm

ince Pentecost (Around 33 AD),
the Church has been preaching
a message of salvation which we
call the Kerygma. Simply, the Kerygma
is the announcement about Jesus
Christ, his life, mission, and saving
actions. It is related to the “Gospel”
which, before it was associated with
Jesus, was associated with new emperors and kings to announce a new kingdom. That is precisely the way in which
we, 2,000 years later, are still called to
preach the Kerygma, to announce the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ and invite all
men and women into it.
Every single person is called to make
a personal response to the saving message of Jesus Christ. This is constitutive
of being a Christian. While it is true that
the Gospel transcends time and culture, we can see historically that the
way in which the Gospel is preached
should be adapted to the culture it is

seeking to enrich and transform. In
light of this, I wish to offer some tips
on preaching the Gospel to our current
culture in this New Evangelization. I’m
focusing on general themes/overtones
and it should be assumed that when
preaching the Kerygma, we are always
proclaiming the salvific events of the
Paschal Mystery.
1. GOD IS GOOD.
One of the best intros to a sermon
I’ve ever heard was, “God’s in a good
mood today.” Within the Church, we
tend to have a distorted image of God’s
goodness and believe he is punishing us
or withholding blessings for past sins,
or doesn’t want to help us because “it’s
not his will.” In truth, God’s response
to our sins was sending Jesus to die on
a cross while forgiving the ones who
made it happen. At Cana, Mary wasn’t
concerned about it being God’s will to
change water into wine, she just asked
boldly in faith because she knows God
is good. We can’t underestimate his
goodness.

2. JESUS IS THE ANSWER TO
EVERY DESIRE YOU HAVE.
This proclamation combats the
common belief that Church is always
telling everyone how to live their lives
and should mind its own business.
There is not one desire in the human
heart which is not meant to be fulfilled
in Jesus Christ. Even sinful desires are
expressions of your longing for what only
God can give. Lust is generally a desire
for intimacy, companionship, or power.
Greed is a desire to be fulfilled completely.
Wrath is almost always a desire for justice. Everything you desire can be found
in the Kingdom of Heaven. People need
to hear what God wants to do for them,
not what they need to do to please God.
3. CALL FOR A RESPONSE.
Many times, the message just isn’t
enough. No one gets engaged by merely
telling their girlfriend how much they
love them, they ask them to marry them.
We recently hosted an Unbound conference in Denver and after each talk the
speaker gave, we had 20-25 minutes of
“wall prayer” where people could just
walk up to any of the prayer teams (Who
were lined up along the wall) and pray
with real people in response to what the
tions
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Lord was moving in their hearts during
the talk. So many times, we hear great
talks or even give great presentations
of the Gospel and then walk away from
them without making an act of the will
for Christ. When you tell someone how
good God is, ask them if they want to
receive more of his love and presence
in their lives. Then pray with them right
there. Simple prayers are just as effective as elegant ones and they take less
time. I love “repeat after me prayers”
because then the person chooses to
pray with their own voice.
If you have heard the Kerygma and
responded with your words and actions,
the Kingdom of God is inside you. If you
don’t know if the Spirit of God is living
and active inside you, ask God for more.
Ask God boldly for a greater outpouring
of his Holy Spirit because he never tires
of giving good gifts to his children. In
this Easter season, let us stir into ﬂame
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, vow to take
advantage of the next opportunity we
have to tell someone what God has done
for them., and continually pray, “More
Lord.” Leif Hetland said it best: “You
teach what you know, but you reproduce what you are.” Let your Kingdom
come, Lord.
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The forgotten truth of
Catholicism: A love story
Reboot! Live! focuses
on relational heart
of Catholicism
BY AARON LAMBERT

P

ope Francis has been quoted as
saying the Church is a love story,
and it can only grow in the path
of love. Reboot! Live!, an evangelization ministry of Chris Stefanick’s Real
Life Catholic ministry, gives root to this
path.
Stefanick has garnered a reputation
as one of Catholicism’s most fervent
young speakers and authors, traveling all
over the country and leading people to
Christ with his exuberant and relatable
style of preaching the Gospel. According to Real Life Catholic’s website, over
90,000 were brought to closer friendship
with God last year as result of his events.
With Reboot! Live!, the goal is as
simple as the Gospel message.
“I think we over-strategic plan things
sometimes,” Stefanick told the Denver
Catholic. “What we do and what’s been
so tremendously successful has been
very simple: By inviting people back to
church, I literally mean invite them. By
making them feel welcome at church,
I literally mean say the word welcome
when they come to church.
“My message is very simple. It’s the
initial proclamation of the Gospel: That
God loves us, he created us for himself,
he calls us to relationship with himself,
and I also focus on how to live it out in
practical ways every day.”
At first glance, Reboot! Live! most
closely resembles an evangelical event,
due to its high-energy nature and its
emphasis on the relational heart of
Christianity. As Catholics, Stefanick
said it’s easy to forget that a relationship with Christ is first and foremost
what Christianity is all about.
“There’s so much that comes from
that relationship — so many beautiful
rituals, so much history, so much theology, so many doctrines — that it’s easy
for people to get lost in that and forget
where it all comes from,” he said.
Stefanick recounted how he’s heard
testimonials from people who attended
one of his events who had never heard

Catholicism described as a relationship
before. He said a lot of people don’t often
think of Catholics as being the ones to
invite people into relationship with Jesus.
“How did that happen? This is the
message we have to reclaim as a Church,”
he said. “There’s this foundational reality about Catholicism that we presume
people get, and they don’t. When they get
it, the rest of Catholicism makes sense.”
Because evangelization starts primarily in the parishes, Stefanick wanted
to make sure that if a parish hosted him,
it was as big a win as possible for them.
“Really, what we’re doing is leveraging my ability to convince people of
the Gospel and using that as a catalyst
for parishes to get more excited about
evangelization in general,” he said.
Prior to a parish hosting Stefanick
for an event, the Real Life Catholic team
works with the parish over a six-month
period to teach them how to get as many
people as possible back to church. This
includes training outreach teams and
equipping them for ongoing evangelization efforts, long after the event is over.
“Even in small towns, we’re seeing
1,000 people come out, many of whom
don’t usually come to church,” he said.
A typical Reboot! Live! event lasts
two and a half hours and consists
of two parts. The first part
is
an unpacking of the Gospel
in an inspirational and
high-energy way. The
second part offers practical ways of applying the
Gospel to everyday life.
The Gospel may be 2,000
years old, but its message is as relevant
today as it was
then, Stefanick
said, which is
why he believes
the proclamation of the
Kerygma is as
important as
ever.
“This is the
message our hearts
are made for, and
it has the power to
change lives,” he
said. “It’s the best
news ever.”

Is your
parish is
interested
in hosting
a Reboot!
Live!
event? Be
sure to visit
realifecatholic.com
for details
on how to
make that
happen.

“

There’s
this foundational
reality
about
Catholicism
that we
presume
people
get, and
they
don’t.”
CHRIS
STEFANICK

First and
foremost,
faith is a
relationship

ChristLife was started by
Dave Nodar as a way to
proclaim the Kerygma.

ChristLife program
invites parishioners
to encounter Christ
BY THERESE AAKER

T

he Catholic Church is more
known to the world by her
doctrines; what’s not as widely
known or understood, is that the Gospel,
the heart of Catholicism, is an invitation
to a relationship with Jesus Christ.
Having a relationship with Jesus is
at the very heart of the faith — it is the
most essential part.
ChristLife founder and director,
Dave Nodar, created his parish-based
evangelization program for this very
reason.
“We need to encounter him personally. The majority of Catholics are
infant baptized, and we rarely ratify
our baptism with a personal relationship with Jesus. They don’t know it’s a
possibility, or how to do it,” Nodar said.
He explained that most people’s
experience of handing on the faith has
been one of a top-down, schoolroom
style — but this is not the place to begin.
“We’ve put the cart before the horse.
Evangelization has to precede catechesis — there has to be a conversion
first,” Nodar said.
Nodar, who was familiar with evangelization methods from his personal
experience in renewal movements, saw
the need in the Church, heard the call,
and acted.
“During the early ‘90s, I just had a
growing conviction that I should start
an evangelizing ministry based on the
writings of [St. John Paul II],” Nodar
explained.
He quoted St. John Paul II, how he
and other popes called this time in history one that needed a “new evangelization,” where the Church could once
again reach the ends of the earth, “if we

Dave Nodar presenting “Re-Launching
Evangelization in the
Catholic Church” at a
training. photos on ChristliFe FaCebooK page

i
• For more information on ChristLife,
visit christlife.org.
• For more information on
their upcoming national
conference April 26-28,
visit christlife.org/
training-conferences/
national-conference.
• For more information on the training
held this November
in the Archdiocese of
Denver visit christlife.
org/training-conferences/diocesan-training-conferences/
archdiocese-of-denver.
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.
Hearing & Tinnitus Center

“Most Ethical Small Business
of Denver 2015
Better Business Bureau.”
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology

Parishioner

respond with generosity and holiness.”
So, ChristLife was born. In the last
eight years, the program solidified its
curriculum into three-course DVD’s,
“trying to make evangelization practical and doable for parishes, and make it
relevant to Catholics who have dropped
out, as well as people who are unbaptized,” Nodar said.
Each of the three programs runs
once a week for seven weeks, and it follows a simple model: discover, follow,
share.
The first course is “Discover,” and its
aim is simply to proclaim the Gospel to
participants, offering an opportunity to
encounter Jesus and begin a personal
relationship with him.
“It focuses on the Kerygma, the life,
death and resurrection of the Lord,”
Nodar said.
He explained that the Gospel is
something we should never assume
someone’s heard; a participant in
ChristLife, who was a lifelong Catholic,
said, “I’ve never heard this, and now my
life is changed,” Nodar recalled.
“We’re not talking about devotionals, they don’t feel pressured. It’s really
more of an experience,” he added.
The second course is “Follow,”
which draws upon the lives of the
saints, prayer, sacraments and spiritual warfare.
“It’s basic Catholic discipleship.
Most people haven’t heard how to have
a personal prayer life,” Nodar said.
One parishioner who went through
the program said on the ChristLife blog,
“This series helped teach me the way to
pray, taught me how to forgive, especially how to forgive myself…I hadn’t
gone to confession for over forty years.
With the inspiration of this course, I

was guided back to confession and Holy
Communion.”
The third course, “Share,” the next
step after learning more about the faith,
is often the most challenging one for
Catholics: it’s the call to evangelize, to
share the faith with others.
“[Evangelization] is very practical,
[it’s] not so much about methods, it’s
not one more committee. It’s 24/7, listening to the Holy Spirit leading us to
love people and being open to talk about
our relationship with God,” Nodar said.
For parishes who want to run the
program, regional and national trainings are available to help them best
reach their parishioners — and others.
“We’re not effectively acquainted
with how to evangelize people,” Nodar
said. “It’s not enough just to give away
DVD’s, so we do training — and there’s
an archdiocesan one [in Denver] in
November.”
The trainings teach parish members
first that they are not simply leaders.
They are facilitators in a discussion,
Nodar said. They’re there to “establish
relationships,” where personal interaction and one on one invitations to the
program are key.
They also cover practicals like
administration and leading conversations, and they especially stress the
role of the Holy Spirit in the work of
evangelization.
Since the program’s start eight years
ago, over 75,000 people have gone
through the courses in parishes as well
as other countries.
“[The courses are] not just an intellectual experience, it’s about interior
transformation…the answer [to our
culture] is getting back on mission,”
Nodar said.

• 85% of our patients come from physician
and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company

• 2013 Best of Service Award – Centennial/
Englewood
• 2015 Humanitarian Practice of the Year
(National Sivantos Aspire Award)

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.
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Who’s Your Favorite Evangelist?
The
Evangelization
and Family
Life Ministries
oﬃce
shares their
inspiration
BY THERESE AAKER

W

e can learn a lot
from people
around us and
the men and women who
went before us in sharing
who Jesus Christ is with
other people. Evangelizing might not be easy,
but it’s very simple: when
your life has been changed
by this Person, the first
thing you want to do is
tell everyone you know
about him.
Learning to evangelize, to share the person
of Christ with others, gets
easier with practice — but
it also helps to see how
others have done it.
We asked some of
the Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries
office to share who
inspires them to evangelize and why.

SCOTT ELMER
My favorite Evangelist
is St. Paul. I am always
inspired by his conversion. It’s not so much
that he went from murdering Christians to
becoming one of them,
but that upon seeing the
resurrected Jesus, he
sees everything that he
had ever hoped for and
desired realized, and
invests every fiber of his
being into proclaiming
the glory of the King
and his Kingdom. Paul
constantly reminds
me of the greatness
and importance of the
Resurrection in evangelization. Top all of
this with his teachings
on the charisms and
anointings of the Holy
Spirit, and for me, Paul
becomes the most captivating figure in the
history of the Church
(Holy Family not withstanding). His zeal is
unparalleled, and there
is nothing he would not
do to advance the reign
of the King.

JARED STAUDT
My favorite evangelist is
St. Benedict. I think his
Rule provides a model
for how to build a community of prayer, which
also informs our work.
I have found the Benedictine tradition to be
inspiring for my family
life: the role of the abbot
in caring for his monks,
imitating the monastery’s self-suﬃciency,
and seeking God above
all else. I recommend
the recently released
The Benedict Option by
Rod Dreher for more
on how St. Benedict can
inspire us to rebuild
Christian culture, just
as the monks did during
the Dark Ages.

MARY MCGEEHAN
My favorite evangelist
is honestly my mom!
She would totally deny
that she’s an evangelist,
but that’s why she’s my
favorite! I catch her
casually chatting about
God with her friends
from book club, her
ladies’ brunch group,
her hair stylist, friends
from college, co-workers, neighbors, people
on the plane, etc. People
let her speak into their
lives because they trust
her, and she earns the
right to be heard. When
she shares, she’s simple
and heartfelt.

St. Benedict
led a strong
life of
prayer.

CARRIE KEATING
Growing up an evangelical protestant, my
favorite evangelist was
always Billy Graham. I
remember when he came
to Denver in 1987 and
did a 10-day crusade at
Mile High Stadium. It
was a powerful event to
witness. He would always
start with the Bible. He’d
recount a story from
the Bible about a person
who had a struggle with
God and then he would
lead into a story about a
modern day individual
and how their struggles
led them to God. Finally,
he’d bring it home to all of
us there that evening and
end with a very simple
call with two main points.
One, to repent of sin – be
a different person, make
a change in your life. Two,
to commit your life to
Christ alone and look to
Jesus for forgiveness and
salvation. It was simple
and profound. After the
invitation, he would invite
people to come down
and make a stand openly
for Christ. Thousands of
people responded over
those 10 days.

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 35 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

• INSURANCE CLAIMS
• EXPERT REPAIR WORK
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

2221 Gray Street Edgewater, CO 80214
www.millsroofingcompany.com

303-232-0324

KRISTINA MURRAY
Christopher West has
a unique way of presenting St. John Paul
II’s Theology of the
Body. I attended the
TOB Institute’s Head
and Heart Immersion
Course presented by
Christopher in the Fall
2015 and it rocked my
world! I experienced
such deep healing and
transformation! I am
utterly convinced that
if the world knew and
experienced the Theology of the Body, we
would all become the
men and women God
desires us to be! Christopher West presents
the Gospel through the
lens of John Paul II’s
Theology of the Body
in a unique way that
causes one to rethink
their lives, relationships
and spiritual life.
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Mexican Carmelites to serve, pray for archdiocese
BY ROXANNE KING

KIM PEREZ
My favorite evangelist
is the Samaritan woman
at the well. Something
I really like about this
story is that after her
conversation with
Jesus, she leaves her
water jug at the well to
tell the people in her
town about him. She
left behind the earthly
reason that brought
her to the well in the
first place. Now she
leaves the well with her
spiritual jug full and
overﬂowing. There is
an urgency to share her
story and convert the
hearts of those in her
town. As a result, many
from the town come
out to meet Jesus, and
they invite him to stay
with them. The disciples went into the town
and brought back only
bread. The Samaritan
woman went into the
town, and brought back
the town. Sometimes
our greatest evangelizers are the people we
least expect, we just
need to be open to the
truth of the message.

I

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

t seems providential that a new
order of Discalced Carmelite nuns,
whose charism is to know and to
make known the glory of the Holy Trinity, has arrived to Denver to care for the
archdiocese’s Holy Trinity Center.
The six Allied Discalced Carmelites
of the Holy Trinity are the first nuns of
their order, which was born in Aguascalientes, Mexico, to open a convent in
the United States.
“It is by the grace of God,” Mother
Martha Patricia Malacara, superior of
the community, told the Denver Catholic. “He is making history [here].
“We want to thank Archbishop
Samuel Aquila for welcoming us,” she
added, “we are very grateful.”
Founded by Sister Martha Maria
Ramirez-Mora on July 16, 1986, the order
has 200-plus nuns serving in various
apostolates — ranging from assisting at
nursing homes to retreat centers — in
Mexico, Italy, Rome, Argentina and Chile.
The semi-cloistered nuns are active
contemplatives.
“We have the Carmelite essence of
contemplative prayer but we also have
an apostolate,” Mother Malacara said.
Residing in the convent at the St.
John Paul II Center campus, which
includes the chancery oﬃces and the
archdiocese’s two seminaries, the nuns
will help run the day-to-day functions of
the Holy Trinity Center, which includes
living space for the archbishop and two
other priests, and rooms for large-scale
meetings, conferences and events. The
nuns will also help maintain the various
sacristies on the campus.
The nuns’ primary task, however, is

prayer — particularly the Divine Oﬃce
and daily Eucharistic adoration. They
pray especially for the sanctification of
priests and seminarians, for the conversion of sinners and for the needs of
the Church. They also welcome prayer
requests.
“We want to let people know that we
are praying for them,” Mother Malacara
said. “Prayer is our main charism.”
Ranging in age from 35 to 46, the
nuns are all Spanish-speaking natives
of Mexico. They arrived to Denver
on March 14. Serving under Mother
Malacara are Sister Imelda Cardona,
Sister Lidia Cortez, Sister Elvira
Esparza, Sister Maria Patricia Mireles
and Sister Laura Martinez-Silvestre.
Clad in sandals, black veils and
brown habits, the nuns’ habits are
emblazoned with a triangular emblem
that represents the Holy Trinity: one
God comprised of three persons — the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Inside the triangle a cloud signifies
the Father’s providence, which ﬂoats

over his son Jesus’ cross, upon which
the Holy Spirit, as a dove, issues tongues
of fire for the Spirit’s seven gifts, which
descend on a globe.
The nuns’ first impressions of their
new land have been of warm hospitality.
“The United States is very beautiful,”
Mother Malacara said. “People have
welcomed us well. We do not speak
English but people have tried to speak
to us in Spanish.”
The nuns are learning English, but
when language fails, the nuns said
laughing, those involved have resorted
to friendly gesturing.
“From the first moment we stepped
on the land of the United States, very
friendly people have helped us and
guided us,” said Sister Mireles.
Not only do the nuns welcome prayer
requests but women interested in their
order are invited to contact them.
“If you feel that call, answer it!”
Sister Cardona said, adding that there
is no need to be afraid. “God loves you,
so you should answer.”

The Discalced
Carmelites are
originally
from
Mexico.
photo by andrew wright

i
Prayer
requests
may be
mailed
to: Allied
Discalced
Carmelites
of the Holy
Trinity, 1300
S. Steele
St., Denver,
CO 80210.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Why does the Church
have boundaries
on cremation?
BY THERESE AAKER

L
Wednesday, April 26 | 7 p.m.

Oriental Theater | 4335 W 44th Ave, Denver
$5 donation requested at door, proceeds beneﬁt Jesuit Refugee Service

Helping You Honor Life

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

therese.aaker@archden.org
@ThereseAaker

ast October, the Vatican released
an instruction on cremation stating that, while the Church does
allow it, the body must still be buried in
a cemetery or other sacred space, and
that ashes should not be kept in private
houses or scattered on land or sea.
The document, titled Ad resurgendum
cum Christo (to rise with Christ) states
that the preferred practice is burial of the
body of the deceased, “because this shows
a greater esteem toward the deceased.”
“Nevertheless,” the instruction adds,
“cremation is not prohibited, ‘unless
it was chosen for reasons contrary to
Christian doctrine.’”
At first glance, this may seem not that
important – why does the Church care
so much about burial and cremation?
But it’s much more than just a rule. It’s a
sign of respect for a much deeper, sacred
belief. Additionally, the burial of the
dead is a corporal work of mercy, praised
in the Holy Scripture, and a Christian
duty of charity toward our parents.
“Your body is sacred. Your body is
made in the image and likeness of God,
and having a sacred space to, in a special way, remember our loved ones is
important,” said Gary Schaaf, executive
director of Mortuary and Cemeteries of
the Archdiocese of Denver.
It’s this belief in the dignity of the
human person, including the body, and
the doctrine of the resurrection that
informs the Church’s care for cremated
remains. The dignity of the person and
their body is so important that Catholic
cemeteries are specifically blessed and
set aside for this honor.
“People need a place to mourn,” said
John Miller, director of liturgy at the
Archdiocese of Denver. “Especially a
Catholic cemetery, since they’re blessed
and consecrated. What better place to
go for consolation than a place specifically set aside for it?”
Despite the Church’s preference
for bodies to be buried, cremation is

an increasingly popular option for burying of the deceased, especially because
it’s the cheaper option.
“A big [reason for cremation] is economics…on a fixed income, it’s a hard
decision,” Schaaf said.
“The Church doesn’t prohibit it,”
Miller said. “But the preference is that
the body is present for the liturgy and
then cremated after. But that’s not
always possible.”
The liturgy does change, somewhat,
depending on what kind of remains are
present, or if there are no remains present. Most priests will allow a funeral
liturgy with cremated remains, but they
do have the right to say no, Miller said.
“If remains are not present, there is
no incense or sprinkling of holy water.
If present, we do place a pall, which is
a reminder of the baptismal garment,”
Miller said.
Still, with the Church’s boundaries
to ensure the respect of the deceased
person’s remains, Schaaf said that, “As
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Comfort
crosses are
given to
help families
mourn.
photos by andrew wright

Catholic
Funeral and
Cemetery
Services
offers a
variety
of burial
options,
including
crematoriums to
store the
ashes of the
deceased.

For more
information
on the cemeteries in the
archdiocese,
as well as
burial options,
visit cfcscolorado.org.

Catholics, we try to invite [everyone].”
“We are an extension of the Catholic Church,” Schaaf said. “This is a
place where we pray and we recognize
the ultimate truth of the resurrection
story; it’s not the end of the story, and
we believe that. We pray for the faithful
departed and for their loved ones, we
seek their intercession…it’s so integral
to our Catholic faith.”
To help families who mourn the
loss of a loved one, Schaaf said that the
archdiocese cemeteries will provide a
comfort cross or a comfort stone from
Jerusalem. The cross in particular is
helpful in leaving the loved ones with
something tangible to remember their
departed member by, as one half of the
cross will be given to the family and the
other will be left in the urn or casket.
“With families, we try to… help fill
that void of loss with faith. Without faith,
it’s just a grievous loss,” Schaaf said.
While the Church can’t control
what people do with remains, they can

encourage them to make decisions
based on the dignity of the body and
the hope of resurrection.
“[The question becomes] Pastorally,
how do we encourage people to make
better decisions, and take back the
concept of the body being sacred.… It’s
important to keep it in a sacred spot,”
Schaaf said.
The reservation of the ashes of the
departed in a sacred place ensures that
they are not excluded from the prayers
and remembrance of their family or the
Christian community. It prevents the
faithful departed from being forgotten.
The archdiocese has two Catholic
Cemeteries, Mount Olivet Catholic
Cemetery in Wheat Ridge and Saint
Simeon Catholic Cemetery in Aurora.
Both locations have a variety of options
for burial of cremated remains. There
is a cremation garden area, which is
in-ground; niche space, which is above
ground; and if a family is financially
strained, there’s the Crypt of All Souls.

Kids can be good at hiding
Kidsabuse
can be
good
at hiding
and
neglect.
abuse and neglect.

You Dial the Number. We’ll Make the Call.
You Dial the Number. We’ll Make the Call.

1-844-CO-4-KIDS
1-844-CO-4-KIDS
1-844-264-5437
1-844-264-5437

Your confidential, toll-free call can protect a child and help a family. In an emergency, call 911.

co4kids.org
co4kids.org
#co4kids
#co4kids
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Joy, Power,
& Grace of Giving
The

Your donation to the 2017 Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal

will empower the Church to respond to the charitable,
educational, and pastoral needs of others.

Moreover, when you donate, YOU also receive benefits. First,
you will experience a profound joy that no one can take away.
And second, you will store up treasure in heaven.
You have also been given the power – through donating –
to enrich the lives of others. Imagine…your gift has the
power to instill hope.
Finally, you possess the grace of giving, which inspires you to
share your God-given gifts with those in need. In sharing your
material goods, you give glory to God.
The easiest way to donate is online. Visit www.Archden.Org/GiveToday
to contribute online today. If you prefer to donate by check, please complete
the pledge card that is included in this issue of the Denver Catholic.

ACA Commitment Weekend Is May 6Support the Mission of the Archdiocese
and help fund initiatives in your parish, visit:

www.Archden.Org/GiveToday
to contribute online today.

Last year, parishes received more
than $500,000 in rebates.
The Archdiocese of Denver is pleased to offer
a two-tier parish rebate program as part of this
year’s Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.
This means that your donation to the 2017
Appeal will enable the Church to help more
individuals, while also placing your parish one
step closer to receiving a rebate. Please be
generous.
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2017 ACA PARISH AND MISSION GOALS
“…but each with his own
gift, in proportion to the
blessing which the Lord,
your God, has given to you.”
(Deuteronomy 16:17)

WEST
Christ on the Mountain - Lakewood
Christ the King - Evergreen
Our Lady of Fatima - Lakewood
Our Lady of Lourdes - Georgetown
Our Lady of the Pines - Conifer
St. Elizabeth - Buffalo Creek
St. Joseph - Golden
St. Jude - Lakewood
St. Mary of the Assumption Central City
St. Paul - Idaho Springs
CENTRAL WEST
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Presentation of Our Lady
St. Anthony of Padua
St. Bernadette
St. Cajetan
St. Catherine of Siena
St. Dominic
St. Mary Magdalene
NORTHWEST
Guardian Angels
Holy Family
Shrine of St. Anne - Arvada
Holy Trinity - Westminster
St. Joan of Arc - Arvada
Sts. Peter and Paul - Wheat Ridge
Queen of Vietnamese Martyrs Wheat Ridge
Spirit of Christ - Arvada
St. Mark - Westminster
SOUTHWEST DENVER
All Saints
All Souls - Englewood
Holy Name - Englewood
Light of the World - Littleton
Notre Dame
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Littleton
St. Frances Cabrini - Littleton
St. Mary - Littleton
EAST
Church of the Ascension - Denver
Our Lady of Loreto - Foxfield
Our Lady of the Plains - Byers
Queen of Peace
St. Lawrence Korean
St. Michael the Archangel
St. Pius X
St. Thérèse

-7, 2017.
For parishes that exceed their goal: Once the
2017 paid amount exceeds their 2017 goal, 50%
of additional funds collected will be returned to
the parish.
For parishes that exceed their prior year total:
Once the 2017 paid amount exceeds their 2016
paid amount, 25% of additional funds collected
will be returned to the parish. Once the 2017
paid amount exceeds their 2017 goal, 50% of
additional funds collected will be rebated to the
parish.

CENTRAL EAST
Annunciation
Blessed Sacrament
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception
Christ the King
Cure d’Ars
Good Shepherd
Holy Ghost
Mother of God
Sacred Heart
St. Elizabeth of Hungary
St. Ignatius Loyola
St. James
St. Joseph
NORTHEAST
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Cross - Thornton
Holy Rosary
Immaculate Heart of Mary Northglenn
Our Lady Mother of the Church Commerce City
Our Lady of Grace
St. Augustine - Brighton
St. Joseph (Polish)

$ 97,179
97,827
141,076
3,228
35,450
3,066
92,717
141,172
6,707
6,154
64,301
38,365
21,543
52,219
57,373
50,274
53,151
55,621
32,020
21,983
44,780
114,000
122,041
152,012
59,429
35,247
309,002
111,898
48,841
132,575
54,763
266,938
140,821
59,123
349,213
271,810
62,138
326,210
29,622
205,449
28,060
234,776
79,642
63,250
27,257
47,649
65,753
109,892
31,656
111,669
92,973
41,561
18,911
36,443
43,553
53,565
26,578

45,230
75,959
19,302
241,563
36,774
19,643
143,304
19,498

SOUTHEAST DENVER
Church of the Risen Christ
Most Precious Blood
Our Lady of Lourdes
St. Francis de Sales
St. Louis - Englewood
St. Rose of Lima
St. Thomas More - Centennial
St. Vincent de Paul
BOULDER
Guardian Angels - Mead
Immaculate Conception Lafayette
Nativity of Our Lord Broomfield
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Sacred Heart of Mary
St. Francis of Assisi - Longmont
St. John the Baptist - Longmont
St. Louis - Louisville
St. Martin de Porres
St. Rita - Nederland
St. Scholastica - Erie
St. Thomas Aquinas

$ 174,956
221,999
62,308
20,374
57,821
35,702
635,541
121,813
27,745
117,192
210,698
111,052
102,433
117,396
188,976
89,059
27,429
4,486
19,632
101,414

FORT COLLINS
Holy Family
Our Lady of the Mountains Estes Park
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. John the Evangelist - Loveland
St. John XXIII
St. Joseph

46,973
129,680
191,949
74,309
188,976

GREELEY
Holy Family - Keenesburg
Our Lady of Grace - Wattenberg
Our Lady of Peace
Our Lady of the Valley - Windsor
Sacred Heart - Roggen
St. John the Baptist - Johnstown
St. Mary - Ault
St. Mary
St. Nicholas - Platteville
St. Peter
St. Theresa - Frederick
St. William - Fort Lupton

6,568
4,705
57,999
133,467
9,055
31,256
7,466
137,596
11,503
63,456
28,175
39,382

EASTERN PLAINS
Christ the King - Haxtun
Our Lady of Lourdes - Wiggins
Sacred Heart - Peetz
St. Andrew the Apostle - Wray
St. Anthony of Padua - Julesburg
St. Anthony - Sterling
St. Catherine of Siena - Iliff
St. Francis of Assisi - Weldona
St. Helena - Fort Morgan
St. John - Stoneham
St. John the Evangelist - Yuma
St. Joseph - Akron
St. Mary - Brush
St. Patrick - Holyoke
St. Peter - Crook
St. Peter the Apostle - Fleming

3,822
5,414
4,418
15,282
9,318
66,327
3,679
1,660
33,328
3,492
16,905
13,212
15,329
9,458
1,277
3,222

WESTERN SLOPE
Holy Family - Meeker
Holy Name - Steamboat Springs
St. Anne - Grand Lake (and Our Lady
of the Snow and St. Bernard)
St. Clare of Assisi - Edwards
St. Ignatius of Antioch - Rangely
St. Martin of Tours - Oak Creek
St. Mary - Aspen
St. Mary - Breckenridge
St. Mary - Rifle
St. Mary of the Crown - Carbondale
St. Michael - Craig
St. Patrick - Minturn
St. Peter - Kremmling
(and St. Ignatius - Walden)
St. Stephen - Glenwood Springs
St. Vincent - Basalt

27,034

7,783
51,339
38,000
100,942
5,153
4,907
32,787
111,139
35,550
23,102
16,626
37,258
8,755
68,462
18,709
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A Ministry of the Archdiocese of Denver

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Northern Colorado
Start planning today: Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates
MT. OLIVET
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
12801 W. 44th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

ARCHDIOCESE OF
DENVER FUNERAL CENTER
Serving the greater
Denver area
(303) 425-9511

ST. SIMEON
CATHOLIC CEMETERY
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

For more information

cfcsDenver.org

Archdiocese of Denver for their selfless service to us all...
wish to thank all the clergy and religious

Knights
of Columbus

St Thomas More
Council #10205

Serving: St Thomas More Parish
Centennial,
Pastor: Msgr Thomas Fryar,
Fr Greg Lesher, Fr Roman Miranda,
Fr Ivan Monterio, Fr John Riley
Deacons: Rev Mr George Brown
Rev Mr Robert Cropp, Rev Mr Tim Kenny,
Rev Mr A. Rastrelli, Rev Mr S. Stemper

Knights of Columbus
State Council

Congratulations to Father Sean McGrath, State Chaplain of the
Knights of Columbus, for his dedication and service to the Order
Nativity of Our Lord

North Denver Council

Serving: Nativity of Our Lord Catholic
Church
Broomfield

Serving: Holy Family Parish
St Dominic Parish
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
St Patrick Oratory
Regis Jesuit University
Pastor: Fr Martin Lally, Fr Ed Ruane,
O.P., Fr Hugh Guentner, O.S.M.,
Fr Michael Suchnicki, O.F.M. Cap,
Fr Edward Flaherty, SJ

Council #10961

Pastor:

Fr Michael Carvill, FSCB
Fr Accursio Ciaccio, FSCB
Fr Gabriele Azzalin, FSCB

Deacons: Rev Mr Leonard “Buz”Onesky
Rev Mr Steve Vallero

Our Lady of the
Luminous Mysteries
Council #13301

Serving: Risen Christ Parish
Denver

Pastor: Rev Msgr Anthony McDaid, JCD
Fr Lawrence Christensen, CM
Deacons: Rev Mr Tim Unger
Rev Mr Mark Salvato

Dr Earl C Bach
Council #3340

Serving: St Mary’s Parish Littleton
Pastor: Fr Javier Nieva, DCJM, Fr Luis
Granados, DCJM, Fr Armando Marsal,
DCJM, Fr Jamie de Cendra, DCJM,
Fr Rafel Palos, DCJM
Deacons: Rev Mr Greg Frank,
Rev Jack Sutton, Rev Mr Tim Kilbarger,
Rev Mr David Thompson, Br Riley
Blanchard, Grand Knight Cal Hargrave

Council #3319

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
Council #13205

Serving: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Latin Rite
Littleton
Pastor:

Fr James Jackson, FSSP
Fr Joseph Hearty, FSSP

Our Lady of Fatima
Council #9597

Serving: Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Lakewood
Pastor:

Fr Henri Tshibambe
Fr Frank Lomica

Deacons: Rev Mr Rich Boyd
Rev Mr Joe Hawley
Rev Mr Glenn Allison
Rev Mr Mike Daly

Father Francis Syrianey

Queen of the Holy Rosary

St John the Baptist

Serving: Light of the World Parish
Littleton

Serving: Saint Bernadette Parish Lakewood
Pastor: Fr Tom Coyte
Deacons: Rev Mr Phil Criste
Rev Mr Joe Benedetto

Serving: St John the Baptist Parish
Longmont

Council #12567

Pastor: Very Rev Michael Pavlockovich, VF
Fr Joseph LaJoie
Deacons: Rev Mr Joe Donohoe
Rev Mr Rich Montagne
Rev Mr Mark Wolbach

Sts Peter and Paul
Council #13961

Council #3799

Serving: Kateri Tegakwitha Catholic
Community
Pastor: Fr Joe Damhorst
Deacon: Rev Mr. Bill Stow

Saint Joan of Arc
Council #12392

Serving: Sts Peter and Paul Parish
Wheat Ridge

Serving: Saint Joan of Arc Parish
Arvada

Pastor:

Pastor:

Rev Jason Thuerauf
Rev Jason Revello
Rev Darrell Schaffer

Fr Joseph Cao
Fr Nathan Goebel

Council #14898

Pastor:

Fr Ron Weissbeck

Congratulations on Your Retirement Fr Ron

Fr Gerardo Garcia

Deacons: Rev Mr Mike Berens
Rev Mr Modesto Garcia
Rev Mr Bob Howard

Bishop Tihen
Council #4796

Serving: Saint Cajetan, Presentation of Our

Lady and Saint Anthony of Padua Parishes Denver

Pastor: Fr Lorenzo Uribe, CR,
Fr Ed Poehlman and Fr Mark Kovacik,
Fr Miguel Guzman, CR, Fr Salvador Sisneros
Fr Peter Urban, Fr John Gibbons
Deacons: Rev Mr Phil Harrington
Rev Mr Henry Concha, Rev Mr Paul Zajac
Rev Mr Arturo Araiza
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Catholic school students learn to be stewards of creation
BY ROXANNE KING

I

n Pope Francis’ second encyclical,
“Laudato si,” (“Praise be to you”)
the pope urges the faithful to be
good stewards of the Earth. The title is
taken from St. Francis of Assisi’s beautiful Canticle of the Sun, which praises
God for the wonder of creation.
Inspired by the pope’s document,
Erin Hensley, a parishioner at Shrine
of St. Anne Church in Arvada, used it to
support her case for reinstituting recycling at the parish school. She recently
mobilized a Green Team comprised of
20 enthusiastic students from kindergarten through seventh grade and on
April 3 kicked off the recycling program
with funny skits at the school assembly.
For Earth Day, April 22, the Green
Team, joined by others from the school
community, will do a litter cleanup
around the parish campus and in their
historic Old Town Arvada neighborhood.
“I wanted my children to attend St.
Anne’s and grow strong religious roots,
but I also wanted to know they were

caring for the physical roots beneath
their feet—God’s creation,” Hensley, the
mother of two students at the school and
one toddler, told the Denver Catholic.
Hensley’s efforts to reduce waste at
the school won’t just help the environment but will also have a positive financial impact on the parish community.
“The quest to reinstate recycling
actually saved the school and
church $3,500 annually,”
Hensley said. “The fact
that we were able to save
this much money in the
transition and that it’s happening during Earth Month
gives me goose-bumps!”
Hensley aims to make the
cleanup fun by using an app called
Litterati, which has been used to help
communities tackle environmental
concerns and come up with sustainable solutions. Litterati notes that litter
blights the environment, endangers
wildlife and hurts the planet.
“With our current throwaway
society, we as Catholics are called to

demonstrate a love for human life but
also a love for all life — the life of our
planet. We must be mindful of what we
buy and discard moments later,” Hensley said.
Hensley assessed that the school
collects 10,000-plus gallons of trash a
month, but that nearly half of that can
be recycled and kept out of landfills.
“Over the course of the
school year, that’s enough
plastic, paper and aluminum to cover every square
foot of our gymnasium up
to our knees — and now it’s
going to make new paper
and plastic materials,” she
said.
The school’s efforts to recycle
paper, she continued, should save
nearly 100 trees a year, as well as 30,000
gallons of water and 10 barrels of oil
from not having to produce paper pulp
from those trees.
Our Lady of Fatima fifth-grade
teacher Maddy Crouse and her students head the recycling efforts at her

Lakewood school. This year she and her
fifth-graders led the move to expand
the school’s recycling efforts into the
lunchroom, which uses foam trays that
were being thrown away daily.
“The [fifth-grade] students put
together a Power Point presentation
and talked to the other students about
the difference between landfill trash
and recycling,” Crouse said. “[Now] we
have [student] trash supervisors who
stand by the bins to help answer questions, especially from younger students,
to make sure the trash and recycling
stay separated.”
Not only do the recycling projects
educate youths about where trash goes
and its environmental impact, Crouse
and Hensley said, but they help the
youths to build vital leadership skills
and empower them to know they can
make positive change.
“This is discipleship in action,”
Hensley said. “There are many ways
Catholics are being awesome disciples
regarding protecting human life; this
helps other living things as well.”

KNIGHTS TO CHRIST SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT INITIATIVE
• MEDITATION: Daily reading of the Knights to Christ
Meditation book
• RETREATS: Self- guided council retreats
• FAITH-SHARING GROUPS: Small groups of 5-8
Knights meet twice monthly

“Most Knights want a closer
relationship with God.
The Spiritual Enrichment Initiative
makes that possible”
~ Bruce Tawson, State Chairman

NEW! KNIGHTS TO CHRIST DAILY MEDITATION BOOK
AND EBOOK NOW AVAIABLE FROM AMAZON.COM!
Visit our website:knightstochrist.org

For information contact:

Retreats – Jim Hiltenbrand 303-986-2301
Faith-Sharing Groups – Joe Lamb josephlamb@comcast.net

Other – Bruce Tawson 720-244-5443
Jerry O’Connor 303-919-8049
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K n ig ht s
of Columbus

The following parishes would like to express their gratitude for over 125 years of charitable contributions

All Souls

Immaculate Heart of Mary

Saint Joan of Arc

Rev. Samuel Morehead, Pastor
4950 S. Logan Street
303-789-0007
We are thankful for Knights of Columbus
Msgr. Omer V. Foxhoven Council #14398,
for their service to our Parish.

Rev. James Spahn, Pastor
Rev. Mason Fraley, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Francis Saleth, Parochial Vicar
11385 Grant Drive
303-452-2041 • www.ihmco.org
Council 7502 and Assembly 1966 You help our parish family in so many
ways. We thank all of you, your wives
and the Ladies Auxiliary for helping us
build authentic disciples for Christ.
May God bless you abundantly
in all of your works.

Rev. Nathan Goebel, Pastor
Deacons & Parishioners
12735 W. 58th Avenue
303-420-1232
Thank you Knights of Columbus Council
#12392, for all you do…to support the
Magisterium, the Culture of Life, our
Pastor and for your active participation in
Parish life and outreach to the poor and
needy of Arvada and metro Denver.

Light of the World

Rev. Steven Voss, Pastor
Fr. Tom Seweryn, Parochial Vicar
300 W. Mountain Avenue
970-482-4148
Thank you Knights, for all your yummy
pancake breakfasts, fish fries and the good
deeds you do for our community!

Englewood

Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception
Denver

Very Rev. Ronald W Cattany, Pastor
1535 Logan Street, Denver
303-831-7010
The Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception salutes and thanks all Knights of
Columbus for their service to the Church.

Christ on the Mountain
Lakewood

Rev. David Allen, Pastor
13922 W. Utah Avenue
303-988-2222
Fr. David, the Deacons and the Parish
Staff would like to thank the Knights of
Columbus, Council #7640 for the
exceptional work that you do for the
Church and community as a whole. You have
always been there for our Parish, providing
spiritual leadershipand fantastic fish fry
dinners. Thank you Knights.

Northglenn

Littleton

Very Rev. Michael Pavlakovich,
V.F., Pastor
10316 W. Bowles Avenue
303-973-3969
Many thanks to the Knights of Columbus
Council #12567 and Jesus, Light of the
World Assembly #3300 who, with their
wives, continue to be an outstanding
support and witness to our Parish family
and to the whole community.

Saint Francis of Assisi
Longmont

Rev. Frank Maroney, Pastor
Deacon George Thierjung
Deacon Peter Wojda and Parishioners
3791 Pike Road
303-772-6322
Knights of Columbus Council #1313
and Longmont Assembly 94, we
thank you for your support of our Parish!

Arvada

Saint Joseph Catholic Parish
Ft. Collins

Saint Joseph
Golden

Rev. Matt Book, Pastor
Rev. Dennis Garrou, Administrator
969 Ulysses Street
303-279-4464
Many thanks to the St. Joseph Knights of
Columbus – Our Lady of the Mountain
Council #5757, for supporting the life
of our Parish.

Saint Jude Catholic Church
Lakewood

Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Kinkel, Pastor
9405 W. Florida Avenue
303-988-6435
www.saintjudelakewood.org
Thank you, Knights, for all the wonderful
ministry you provide at St. Jude. May the
Lord bless and keep you and your families.
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Knights
of Columbus

The following parishes would like to express their gratitude for over 125 years of charitable contributions

Saint Louis

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Our Lady of the Valley

Rev. Robert Reycraft, Pastor
Deacon Mladen Martinovic
3310 Sherman Street
303-761-3940
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#14443, for supporting our Parish
and spreading the Gospel message of
love. Welcome Father Bill Jungmann
to St. Louis Church.

Rev. Hugh M. Guentner, O.S.M., Pastor
3549 Navajo Street
303-455-0447
We are grateful to the Knights of
ColumbusCouncil #3319 for all you
do for our Parish.

and

Englewood

Knights of Columbus Dr. Earl C. Bach
Council # 3340 – Thank you for your
generosity to our parishioners. Your joyful
service is an inspiration to us all.

Saint Michael the Archangel
Aurora

Rev. Terry Kissell, Pastor
19099 E. Floyd Ave
303-609-6797
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#11732, for all that you do for our Parish!

Nativity of Our Lord
Broomfield

Rev. Michael Carvill, Pastor
Rev. Accursio Ciaccio, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Gabriele Azzalin, In Residence
900 W. Midway Boulevard
303-469-5171
Thank you, Knights of Columbus Council
#10961, for blessing Nativity with such
dedicated service, prayer and ministry.
We are truly grateful!

Denver

Our Lady of the Plains
Byers

Rev. Jeff Wilborn, Pastor
186 N McDonnel Street
303-822-5880
Thanks to Knights of Columbus Council
#13221 for your dedication to our Parish,
to the life-saving blood drive and to
special education.

The Clergy and Staff of

St Thomas More Parish

thank the Knights of Columbus Council
#10205 and the Ladies Auxiliary for your
continued dedication and service to the
Church and our parish.
8035 S Quebec Street, Centennial, CO

St. Anthony
Sterling

Very Rev. Michael Bodzioch, Pastor
Rev. Herman Nsubuga, Parochial Vicar
326 S. 3rd Street
970-522-6422
St. Anthony Parish would like to thank
our worthy Knights and their Ladies
for all their tremendous support. Their
presence in prayer, ministry and outreach
build up our Parish family.

Windsor

St. Mary
Ault

Rev. Gregg Pedersen, Pastor
1250 7th Street
970-686-5084
With grateful hearts, we honor you
for all of your generous dedication to
our Lord, our Church, our community
and our parishioners. May God bless
you in every way!

Spirit of Christ
Arvada

Rev. Christopher Renner, Pastor
7400 W. 80th Avenue
303-422-9173
Spirit of Christ Catholic Community
gives thanks and praise to the Knights of
Columbus Council #12979 for your
dedicated services, loving witness and
sincere devotion to us all.

Saint Stephen Catholic
Church & School
Glenwood Springs

Rev. Bert Chilson, Pastor
Rev. Guillermo Bustillos,
Parochial Vicar
1885 Blake Avenue
970-945-6673
With grateful hearts we honor you,
Knights of Columbus Council #2308,
for your dedication to our Lord
and Church and school communities.

18

APRIL 22-MAY 12, 2017 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Around the Archdiocese

Decrees Modifying the Territories of Parishes
W
›
›

›

›
›
›

›

›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2017-0014 AB-A
ST. NICHOLAS, PLATTEVILLE
Northern Boundary- West on WCR
(Weld County Road) 38 from Colorado
Boulevard to the St. Vrain River, then
northwest, then continuing on the South
Platte River to WCR 27, then south
to WCR 44, then east to WCR 49.
› Eastern Boundary- South on WCR
49 from WCR 44 to WCR 22.
Southern Boundary- West on WCR 22
from WCR 49 to US Highway 85, then north
to WCR 22 ½, then west to WCR 23, then
north to WCR 24, then west to WCR 19.
Western Boundary- North on WCR
19 from WCR 24 to Colorado State
Highway 66, then west to Colorado
Boulevard, then north to WCR 38.

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2017-0011 AB-A
SACRED HEART, ROGGEN
Northern Boundary- East on WCR
(Weld County Road) 50 from WCR 49
to US Highway 34, then southeast to
WCR 69, then north to WCR 50, then
northeast to the South Platte River, then
southeast to the Weld County Line.
› Eastern Boundary- South on the
Weld County Line from the South Platte
River to the south Weld County Line.
Southern Boundary- West on the
Weld County Line from the east Weld
County Line, then continuing on East
168th Avenue to Interstate 76.

Prot. N. 2017-0013 AB-A
ST. MARY, AULT
Northern Boundary- West on
the Colorado/Wyoming border
from the west Weld County Line to
WCR (Weld County Road) 81.
› Eastern Boundary- South on WCR
81 from the Colorado/Wyoming border
to WCR 136, then west to WCR 77, then
south to CSH (Colorado State Highway)14.
Southern Boundary- West on CSH
14 from WCR 77 to WCR 43, then south
to WCR 78, then west to US Highway 85, then south to WCR 76 then
west to WCR 29 then north to CSH 14,
then west to Colorado Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on
Colorado Boulevard/WCR 13 (the
Weld County line) from CSH 14 to
the Colorado/Wyoming border.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0010 AB-A
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, JOHNSTOWN
Northern Boundary- East
on US Highway 34 from Interstate 25 to 83rd Avenue.
› Eastern Boundary- South on 83rd
Avenue from US Highway 34, then
continuing south on 77th Avenue, then
continuing south on WCR (Weld County
Road) 27 ½ , then continuing south on
the Two Rivers Parkway to WCR 27,
then south to the South Platte River.
Southern Boundary- Southwest on
the South Platte River from WCR 27,
then continuing on the St. Vrain River
to the approximate location of WCR
38, then west to Colorado Boulevard.
Western Boundary- North on Colorado Boulevard from WCR 38 to
WCR 46, then west to Interstate 25,
then north to US Highway 34.

Prot. N. 2017-0012 AB-A
OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY, WINDSOR
Northern Boundary- East on CSH
(Colorado State Highway) 14 from Colorado Boulevard to WCR (Weld County
Road) 29, then south to WCR 76, then
east to US Highway 85, then north
to WCR 78, then east to WCR 43.
› Eastern Boundary- South on WCR
43 from WCR 78 to CSH 392.
Southern Boundary- West on CSH
392 from WCR 78 to WCR 27, then continuing south on 83rd Avenue to US
Highway 34, then west to Interstate 25.
Western Boundary- North on Interstate 25 from US Highway 34 to East
Harmony Road, then east to Colorado
Boulevard, then north to CSH 14.

›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2017-0008 AB-A
ST. WILLIAM, FORT LUPTON
Northern Boundary- East on WCR
(Weld County Road) 24 from WCR 19
to WCR 23, then south to WCR 22 ½,
then east to US Highway 85, then south
to WCR 22, then east to WCR 41.
› Eastern Boundary- South on
WCR 41 from WCR 22 to WCR 8,
then east to Interstate 76, then
southwest to East 168th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- West on
East 168th Avenue from Interstate 76 to Interstate 25.

›

›

Prot. N. 2017-0006 AB-A
OUR LADY OF PEACE, GREELEY
Northern Boundary- East on WCR
(Weld County Road) 68 from WCR 27 to
WCR 43, then north to WCR 82, then east,
then continuing on CSH (Colorado State
Highway) 14 to WCR 77, then north to
WCR 136, then east to WCR 81, then north
to the Colorado State Line, then east to
Pawnee National Grassland boundary.
› Eastern Boundary- Follow the
Pawnee National Grassland boundary
south from the Colorado State Line, then
continuing south on WCR 97 to WCR 68.
Southern Boundary- West on WCR 68
from WCR 97 to WCR 64, then south and
west to WCR 59, then south to WCR 60 ½,
then continuing on East 8th Street to US
Highway 85, then north to 5th Street, then
west to 11th Avenue, then south to 9th
Street, then continuing on Business US
Highway 34 / 10th Street to 83rd Avenue.

Prot. N. 2017-0007 AB-A
ST. PETER, GREELEY
Northern Boundary- East on 9th
Street from 14th Avenue to 11th Avenue,
then north to 5th Street, then east to US
Highway 85, then south to 8th Street,
then east, then continuing on WCR
(Weld County Road) 60 ½ to WCR 59,
then north to WCR 64, then east and
north to WCR 68, then east to WCR 97.
› Eastern Boundary- South on WCR 97
from WCR 68 to the South Platte River.
Southern Boundary- West on the
South Platte River from WCR 97 to WCR
50, then west to WCR 69, then south to
US Highway 34, then northwest to WCR
50, then west to WCR 49, then south
to WCR 44, then west to WCR 27.
Western Boundary- North on WCR 27
from WCR 44 to the South Platte River,
then north east to the approximate location of 17th Avenue, then north to 42nd
Street, then continuing north on 17th
Avenue to Reservoir Road, then northeast, then continuing east on 20th Street
to 14th Avenue, then north to 9th Street.

›

Prot. N. 2017-0005 AB-A
ST. MARY, GREELEY
Northern Boundary- East on Business US Highway 24/10th Street
from 83rd Avenue, then continuing
on 9th Street east to 14th Avenue.
› Eastern Boundary- South on 14th
Avenue from 9th Street to 20th Street,
then west continuing on Reservoir
Road to 17th Avenue, then south to
42nd Street, then continuing directly
south to the South Platte River.
Southern Boundary- West on
the South Platte River from the
approximate location of 17 Avenue
to WCR (Weld County Road) 27.
Western Boundary- North on WCR 27
from the South Platte River to the Two
Rivers Parkway, then east, then continuing north on WCR 27 ½, then continuing
north of 77th Avenue, then continuing
north on 83rd Avenue to 10th Street.

Western Boundary- North on
83rd Avenue from 10th Street,
then continuing on WCR 64 ½ to
WCR 27, then north to WCR 68.

Prot. N. 2017-0009 AB-A
ST. THERESA, FREDERICK
Northern Boundary- Northeast on
the St. Vrain River from Interstate 25
to Colorado Boulevard, then north to
CSH (Colorado State Highway) 66, then
east to WCR (Weld County Road ) 19.
› Eastern Boundary- South
on WCR 19 from CSH 66 to
WCR 12 ½ / Mineral Road.
Southern Boundary- West on WCR
12 ½ / Mineral Road from the South
Platte River to WCR 17, then south to
WCR 12, then west to Interstate 25.
Western Boundary- North
on Interstate 25 from WCR
12 to the St. Vrain River.

Western Boundary- Northeast on Interstate 76 from East 168th Avenue to WCR 8,
then west to WCR 41, then north to WCR 22,
then east to WCR 49, then north to WCR 50.

›

GREELEY DEANERY

Western Boundary- North on Interstate 25 from East 168th Avenue
to WCR 12, then east to WCR 17,
then north to Colorado State Highway 52/Mineral Road, the east to
WCR 19, then north to WCR 24.

›

hereas a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful
stably constituted in a particular church” and is “to be territorial,
that is, one which includes all the Christian faithful of a certain territory” (cc. 515§1 and 518);
Whereas reevaluating and even redefining parish boundaries, from time
to time, is prudent in light of shifting demographics, civil boundaries, and the
need to minister more effectively to the Faithful;
Whereas canon 515 §2 states, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect,
suppress, or alter parishes”;
Whereas the Pastors of the affected parishes and the Pastors of neighboring and/
or affected parishes have been consulted, in accord with canon 50, and consented;
Whereas the Presbyteral Council was consulted in accord with canon 515 §2;
I, the Archbishop of Denver, hereby modify the following parish boundaries so that, once this decree takes effect upon legitimate notification, the new
boundaries shall be as follows, everything to the contrary notwithstanding.
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Get Involved
MAY

MAY

Priestly Ordination

Our Lady of Fatima
Conference
12 5/12, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m., - 5/13, 8 a.m.
- 4 p.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 11385 Grant Dr., Northglenn, $25.
Celebrate the centennial anniversary of
Our Lady of Fatima at this conference.
Miracles will be shared and testimonies
given about Mary’s intercession
declared for her children. Visit
olofconference.com for more details.
APRIL

Divine Mercy
Sunday w/ St.
Rafka Mission of
Hope and Mercy
13 10 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Eight men will be ordained to the priesthood on the Feast of Our Lady of
Fatima. The men are: Francesco Basso, Daniel Ciucci, Shaun Galvin, Nicholas
Larkin, John Mrozek, Peter Wojda, Daniel Eusterman, and Bogusław Rębacz. The
ordination will be livestreamed at archden.org/livestream. photo by daniel petty

APRIL
WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available
Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support and assisting
with assembling tea
boxes. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Help seniors at Mulroy
Senior Center
Individual or small
group needed
Monday through
Thursday at Mulroy
Senior Center, 10
a.m. until noon.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities, contact
Rebecca at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

23 	Father Angelo Ossino

60th Anniversary Masses

4/23 & 4/30, 11 a.m., St.
Joseph’s Parish, Golden
(4/23), St. Pius X Parish,
Aurora (4/30). Longtime
priest of the Archdiocese
of Denver Father Angelo
Ossino is celebrating 60
years as a priest this year,
and to honor the occasion, he will say Mass at
two parishes he served
as pastor of. On April 23,
Father Ossino will say
the 11 a.m. Mass at St.
Joseph’s Parish in Golden,
and on April 30, he will
say the 11 a.m. Mass at St.
Pius X Parish in Aurora. All
are invited to come celebrate with Father Ossino.
24 	Exposition of Relics
7 p.m., St. John the Evangelist Parish, 1730 W.
12th St., Loveland, free.
Over 150 holy relics from
Treasures of the Church,

23 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., St. Rafka Maronite Catholic
Church, 2301 Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood, donations
accepted. Join St. Rafka Mission of Hope and Mercy
for a festival of Divine Mercy. Events include Mass,
brunch, adoration, Eucaharistic procession and a
reflection on mercy from Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila. For more details, visit
savechristianmiddleeast.org.

including pieces of the
True Cross and relics from
several Saints, will be on
display and available to
venerate. Many people
have reported outstanding blessings, healings and
conversions through this
ministry. Visit saintjohns.us
or treasuresofthechurch.
com for more details.

MAY

29 	Restoring Truth: Mind,

Body and Soul

9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., St.
Joseph’s Parish, 969
Ulysses St., Golden, $15.
For the 20-and-30something-year-old gals
interested in restoring
truth to their mind, body,
and soul! Guest speakers:
Sr. Maris Stella (from the
Sisters of Life), Louise
Craig (Catholic Counselor
from Two Hearts Counseling), and Carrie Keating
(NFP/Fertility Specialist).
Contact mbmcgeehan@
gmail.com for more
details and to buy tickets.

5

	Hello Beauty - Catholic
Beauty Retreat

5/5, 3:30 p.m. - 5/7,
12:30 p.m., Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden,
$275. A Catholic creative beauty retreat
for women focusing on
beauty, creativity and
relationship as ways
in which God reveals
Himself. for more
details and to register,
contact hello@scatterandsow.com, or visit
scatterandsow.com.

10 	Relics of Padre Pio
8:30 a.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Relics
of St. Padre Pio are
making a stop in Denver
during a two week tour
in May. Relics included
are his stigmatic scar
tissue, his golves, his
habit, a bone fragment
and more. They will be
available for veneration all day. For more
details, contact saintpiofoundation@gmail.
com or 347-593-9696.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Fifty years of abortion, yet hope remains
On April 25, 1957, Colorado became the
first state to legalize abortion. To date,
it is estimated that 502,335 innocent
lives have been lost to the horrors of
abortion in the state of Colorado, and
even that number is acknowledged as
under-reported by Colorado Right to
Life. That means at least that many
women have had to live with the pain
and sorrow that comes with having
an abortion. Still, there is hope yet.
The Archdiocese of Denver and Catholic Charities work tirelessly to help
women experiencing an unexpected

pregnancy choose life. Marisol Health
offers a variety of health services, while
the Gabriel House helps to provide diapers, clothing and housing. Elsewhere,
groups such as FOCUS and Students
for Life promote the sacredness of
life on college campuses. And let’s not
forget 40 Days for Life, which coats
abortion clinics in prayer and lovingly
embraces women who are struggling.
April 25 is a somber day to remember,
but it’s also one to rejoice in abundant
hope that the Lord is working in miraculous ways. photo by andrew wright

Go see the Rockies, make Julia Greeley a saint
Denver’s very own “Angel of Charity,” Julia Greeley, is on her way to
becoming a saint. That’s the good news! The not-so-good news is there’s still
a lot that needs to happen for that to become a reality, and the canonization
process can be expensive. Luckily, the Julia Greeley Guild here in Denver
is giving you an opportunity to help with the canonization process, and all
you have to do is take your family out to the ball game! Over the next three
months, they’re offering discounted tickets to three Rockies games at Coors
Field on May 14, June 17 and July 7, and a portion of the proceeds will go
back to the Julia Greeley fund. If you were planning on going to a baseball
game or two this summer, why not help make a saint in the process?
Contact Mary Leisring at mary.leisring@archden.org to order tickets.

Annunciation depicted in student’s beautiful drawing
Each year, the Respect Life Oﬃce
at Catholic Charities holds an
Annunciation art contest in
which middle school and high
school students submit their
very own depictions of
the Annunciation, one
of the most important
moments in Christian
history. This year’s
winner was 16-yearold Lauren Uhlir from
Sacred Heart Parish

all the way out in Peetz, Colo., whose
beautiful drawing can be seen here.
She won a huge pencil drawing
kit that will no doubt help her to
develop this talent she already has
a knack for. When asked
why the angel was shorter
than Mary, she answered,
“Oh, but he’s kneeling in
front of her!” That kind
of attention to detail
is admirable, indeed.
Congratulations Lauren!

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, APRIL 23
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:00 a.m. Spanish, CatholicTV Mass

SUNDAY, MAY 7
6:30 a.m. English, CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish, CatholicTV Mass

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
6:30 a.m. English, CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish, CatholicTV Mass

SUNDAY, MAY 14
6:30 a.m. English, CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m. Spanish, CatholicTV Mass
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Perspectives

The importance of Jackie Robinson

I

n the history of the modern
American civil rights movement,
three iconic moments are typically cited.
May
17, 1954:
GEORGE The U.S.
WEIGEL Supreme
Court
The Catholic Diﬀerence
hands down
George Weigel is a
its decision
distinguished senior
in Brown
fellow of the Ethics and
v. Board
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
of Education of
Topeka, declaring segregated – “separate but equal” – public schools
unconstitutional.
August 28, 1963: Two hundred
thousand Americans participate in
the March on Washington and hear
Martin Luther King, Jr., proclaim his
dream of a country in which his children will be judged by the content of
their character rather than the color
of their skin; ten months later, Congress enacts the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
March 3, 1965: Civil rights marchers are assaulted by police tear
gas and billy clubs on the Edmund
Pettis Bridge in Selma, Alabama; five
months later, President Lyndon B.
Johnson signs into law the Voting
Rights Act, vindicating the Selma

marchers’ cause.
These were noble moments, worth
remembering; I certainly cherish my
memories of encounters with Bayard
Rustin, who organized the March that
made Dr. King a national eminence.
Yet I also believe there was a fourth
iconic moment in America’s journey
from a land fouled by segregation to
the most racially egalitarian nation
on the planet. The man at the center
of that fourth dramatic moment was
an American legend whose accomplishments should rank as high as
anyone’s in the pantheon of civil
rights heroes.
On April 15, 1947, the Brooklyn
Dodgers opened their National
League season against the Boston
Braves at Ebbets Field. The Dodger
first baseman that day was Jackie
Robinson: the first African-American
to play in a major league game since
the infamous “color line” was drawn
in the 1880s. At UCLA in 1939-41,
Robinson was perhaps the greatest
amateur athlete in the country, a star
in track-and-field, football, and basketball. After service as an Army oﬃcer in World War II, he was playing
shortstop for the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League
when he was signed to a minor league
contract by “The Mahatma,” Branch

Rickey, a cigar-chomping Methodist
and the Dodgers’ general manager.
Rickey was determined to break the
color line, and he deliberately chose
Jack Roosevelt Robinson to do so.
And not because Jackie Robinson
was a mild-mannered wallﬂower. But
precisely because he was a warrior
who, in the words of Leo Durocher,
“didn’t just come to play, he come to
shove the [expletive deleted] bat...”
(I’ll leave the rest of the quote to your
imagination). Robinson was to be a
warrior with a difference, however:
Rickey, an adept psychologist who
believed in the essential fairness of
the American people, wanted a man
with the courage not to fight back
against the racist slurs, beanballs, and
spikings that were sure to come his
way – except by giving an unforgettable performance on the field.
Which is what Jackie Robinson,
the immortal Number 42, delivered.
Grainy black-and-white videos today
remind us of a truth the baseball
world learned seventy years ago
this month: there has never been
anything more exciting in baseball,
including the majestic home run and
the overpowering no-hitter, than
42 stealing a base, especially home.
Rather than hollering back at bigots
during his rookie year, Robinson beat

them with a slashing, attacking style
of baseball that helped lift the Dodgers to the National League pennant
and brought them within one game
of a World Series victory over the
lordly Yankees (who didn’t sign an
African-American player until Elston
Howard in 1955).
It was a performance for the ages.
And it changed America.
In this entertainment-saturated
twenty-first century, it may be hard
to recall the grip baseball had on the
national emotions and imagination
in 1947. But as the late Columbia
University cultural historian Jacques
Barzun (an immigrant from France)
used to say, whoever wants to understand the heart and mind of America
had better understand baseball. On
April 14, 1947, that nation-defining
pastime still embodied the nation’s
original sin. The next day, Jackie Robinson began to accelerate a change
in America’s heart and mind. That
change made possible Brown v. Board
of Education, the Civil Rights Act, and
the Voting Rights Act.
On the sapphire jubilee of his first
game in the majors, America owes 42
an enormous round of applause and a
prayer for the repose of a noble soul.

Bishop Barron’s 7 ways to become a great evangelist

B

ishop Robert Barron is arguably one of the best modern-day evangelists, and
there’s a reason why. But it’s not a
science
only some
THERESE
are able
AAKER
to master
— it’s
Guest Column
the basic
Therese Aaker writes
framefor Denver Catholic and
work of
would probably beat you
every
in pop culture trivia.
Christian’s life. If you want to evangelize
in the most effective way, here are
the building blocks you need straight
from the bishop himself, taken from
an interview with Our Sunday Visitor.

1

“First, you must have a relationship with Jesus Christ. To evangelize is not just to share ideas
— any theologian or historian could
do that. It’s to share a relationship,

and you can’t share what you don’t
have. Therefore, you’ve got to be in a
personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

2

“Second, and this is piggybacking
on Pope John Paul II, you’ve got
to be a person of ardor. I cited
that line from Aristotle where he said,
‘Finally, people only really listen to an
excited speaker.’”

3

“Third, you’ve got to know the
story of Israel. Here I’m working
with people like N.T. Wright and
others who say that at the heart of
evangelization is the good news that
the story of Israel has come to its
fulfillment — that the promises of
God, as Paul said, have all met their
‘Yes!’ in Jesus. When you abstract
Jesus from Israel, you get the bland,
spiritual teacher, the contemporary
guru-Christ.

4

“Fourth, you’ve got to know the
culture. When Pope John Paul II
called for ‘new expressions,’ he
was looking for new ways to express
the faith to a secular society that
has grown rather cold to the Gospel,
and that has lost a sense of the
transcendent.
“This requires you to look for
‘seeds of the word.’ Within the secular
culture, there will always be signs,
seeds and indications of the Gospel.
So find these seeds, latch onto them,
and engage the culture.”

5

“Fifth, you’ve got to love the
Great Tradition. We Catholics
don’t subscribe to sola Scriptura.
We don’t operate by Scripture alone.
Scripture is the heart of theology, yes
indeed, but as Blessed John Henry
Newman said, it ‘unfolds across
space and time.’ It’s like a great river
that continually broadens and deepens. We know Christ better because

we know him through Augustine,
Aquinas, Newman, Chesterton, and
through Michelangelo and Dante. To
know the great Catholic theological
and artistic tradition is key to being a
new evangelist.”

6

“Sixth, you’ve got to have a missionary heart. I told my Mundelein students, ‘It should bother
everyone in this room that 75 percent
of our own Catholic people are not
going to Mass.’”

7

“Last, you’ve got to know and use
the new media. This explosion
in technology is really unprecedented, at least since the time of
Gutenberg. I tell my seminary students: ‘Know it; use it; it’s in your
blood. Your generation grew up with
this. You grew up with computers,
so use them and don’t be afraid of
technology.’”
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Don’t be fooled: Feminism isn’t really about choice

O

K, call me crazy. But am I the
only one who remembers, in
my formative years, hearing
repeatedly from the feminists that
feminism
MARY
was about
BETH
freeing us
BONACCI
women to
make our
Guest Column
own choices
Bonacci is a syndicated
about
columnist based in
our own
Denver and the author of
lives? If
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
we wanted
to pursue high powered careers, we
should be free to do that. And if we
wanted to stay home and raise babies
. . . well, that was a valid choice as well.
One got the impression that they didn’t
understand why any self-respecting
woman would make such a choice. But
they nevertheless gave some good lip
service, sometimes through rather
clenched jaws, to our right to choose it.
Well, apparently not so much anymore. Everything I have been reading
lately indicates that the facade is gone.
Motherhood is out. Careers are in.
That previous incarnation of feminism — the one where women get to
make their own choices about their
own lives — is now called “Choice
Feminism.” And it is so 1995. If you
don’t believe me, just Google it. I did.

What I found was a whole lot of
academic, Marxist-sounding ideology
about class and the patriarchy and
struggle and some “queer” stuff that I
didn’t quite understand. Basically it
all boiled down to this: We women may
think we are making our own choices.
But we aren’t, because our choices are
all so inﬂuenced by the patriarchy and
the oppressive conditions under which
we are forced to exist.
So, we should instead choose what
they tell us to choose.
At least that’s what it all sounded
like to me.
I understand the criticism of
“choice feminism” to a certain extent.
Many writers spoke out against this
idea that any choice a woman makes
is somehow a feminist statement. The
most common example I saw was that
of the “liberated” stripper who celebrates her stripper-ness as some kind
of victory for feminism. Which doesn’t
make a whole lot of sense to me.
But, do you know what the second
most common example was? The
choice of a mother to stay at home
with her kids.
It seems to baﬄe them that any
woman would make such a bizarre sacrifice. It must be because of the patriarchy. Or because child raising is still perceived by our sexist society as “women’s

work.” Or because we are still tethered
to a ”1950’s male breadwinner model.”
It doesn’t seem to occur to them
that it could be because women,
having nurtured these tiny little creatures within their own bodies, may
actually want to spend their time nurturing and raising them.
The piece de resistance was a widely
circulated article in the Australian
magazine RendezView, which actually
proposes that mothers of school-aged
children be forced, under penalty of law,
to be “gainfully employed” outside the
home. Says Sarrah Le Marquand, somewhat awkwardly, “Only when the tiresome and completely unfounded claim
that ‘feminism is about choice’ is dead
and buried (it’s not about choice, it’s
about equality) will we consign restrictive gender stereotypes to history.”
So, I’m thinking that by “choice” she
means “freedom of self-determination”; by “equality”, she means “women
being just like men.”; and by “restrictive
gender stereotypes”, she means “biological and psychosexual differences
that impact our lifestyle choices.”
But the women of the world clearly
aren’t voluntarily marching into her
brave new world of gender uniformity.
And so it is time to employ the long
arm of the law. Says she, “. . . it’s time
for a serious rethink of this kid-glove

approach to women of child-bearing
and child-rearing age. Holding us less
accountable when it comes to our
employment responsibilities is not
doing anyone any favours [sic].”
(I have to confess I’m somewhat
curious about what will happen to
unemployment numbers in Australia when every mother exercises her
“employment responsibilities” and
enters the workforce. But I digress.)
And so, the mask is off. Feminism
was never about allowing women to
choose what they want. It is about
coercing women to choose what these
feminists want them to choose.
It is not not surprising that, in
a recent poll, 85 percent of women
responded that they support equality
for women, yet only 15 percent said
that they identify as a “feminist.” The
movement has moved away from the
women it is supposed to represent.
As for me, I don’t want the State, or
the Feminist Powers That Be, to issue
a list of acceptable choices for women.
Particularly when it comes to the often
complicated question of whether a
mother works or stays at home.
I still subscribe to the apparently
antiquated notion that decisions like
these are best made by the couple in
question.
I know. Call me crazy . . .

Basic tips for everyday evangelization

T

he focus of this article is on the
things TO DO, but it’s always
helpful to have a reference
point for what NOT to do. Here are
some things
I would say
JIM
to avoid at
BECKMAN all costs
when it
Guest Column
comes to
Associate Professor of
evangelizaLeadership & Discipleship
tion:
at the Augustine Institute.
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t try to WIN
Don’t be afraid to TELL
Don’t be obnoxious
Don’t be a moral enforcer
Don’t be a fire hose
But what to do? How can we be a
compelling witness in our day-to-day
lives? Here are five simple tips:

BE A RESERVOIR
You can’t give what you don’t have.
The heart of evangelization is sharing
a “relationship,” the one YOU have
with Jesus & the Trinity. Nurture that
relationship, cherish it, grow it and
deepen it into a reservoir. Learn more
about the faith and what we believe –
there are countless resources to help
you with that. Your evangelization
will simply become an overﬂow of
that love and life you are living every
day.
BE CONTAGIOUS
Faith is something we should naturally share with those around us. It
needs to be as simple as talking about
a good restaurant or movie we went to
– we share that with our friends and
acquaintances all the time. Why are
we not more like this when it comes
to faith? If faith were a “disease,” who
is the last person YOU infected with
it? Sharing faith takes lots of practice

and sometimes even fails. Don’t be
afraid to take risks and just share
about some way God has moved in
your life with those around you.

“

Faith is something
we should naturally
share with those around us.”
BE AUTHENTIC
Be real, be genuine, be natural. The
best evangelization comes out of real
lived experience and communicating
to others the great love we have experienced in our own lives from God.
Focus on that real, lived experience
in your conversations and draw your
faith into the conversation when it is
natural and not forced to do so.

BE A GOOD LISTENER
God gave us two ears, and one
mouth – we should use them in proportion. Listen for the “question
behind the question” and the deeper
desire underneath, even the sometimes angry emotions. Underneath
all that is a real human heart that God
wants to encounter and pour his love
into.
BE A GOOD FOLLOWER
the Church tells us that the principal agent of evangelization is the Holy
Spirit (EN 75). Learn how to follow
his lead, his subtle promptings in conversations, and to be aware when he
is setting up a divine appointment for
you. I have found that he will help me
with what the perfect things to say if I
can be more docile to his leadership.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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