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It’s a ‘both-and,’ not an ‘either-or’
BY THERESE AAKER

I

therese.aaker@archden.org
@ThereseAaker

n the wake of President Donald
Trump’s policies and statements
regarding immigration reform, the
country’s response is just as divided as
during the election, and many people
have questions and concerns. And while

nothing has actually been enforced yet,
the media’s overblown lens coupled
with the abrasive statements Trump’s
made have instilled very real fear in the
millions of immigrants in the country.
But no matter where you stand on
the issue of immigration policies, it’s
important to remember that this isn’t
just a political issue; it’s a Catholic one,
too.

So what does Catholic social teaching tell us about it? Immigration is
difficult because two rights are held in
tension: the rights of the immigrant,
and the rights of a country to control
its borders. But it doesn’t have to be a
decision between one or the other.

TENSION OF TWO RIGHTS
Bishop Jorge Rodriguez, auxiliary
bishop of the Archdiocese of Denver,
recently spoke to Denver Catholic on
immigration reform policies, stressing
that both the immigrant and the country have rights and responsibilities in
relation to each other.
“According to Catholic
social teaching, when we are

»4

Beauty and the Beast » 19

What’s actually
in Disney’s
new ﬁlm

2

MARCH 25-APRIL 7, 2017 | DENVER CATHOLIC

Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Lenten lessons from the silent saint

H

e was a man of silence and
action. As we continue
to walk through Lent, St.
Joseph, the man who is revered as
patron of the universal Church and
“the terror of demons” has much to
teach us.
For people who live in a world
awash in sounds and images, the
silence of St. Joseph can be disconcerting. No spoken word of his is
recorded in the Gospels. They only
tell us that he was a “righteous man”
(Mt 1:19).
We also know that he was a man
who trusted God and obeyed his guidance. This is evident from his encounter with the angel of the Lord, who
appeared to him in a dream and told
him to take Mary as his wife. Despite
any negative consequences this might
have had for him in his community,
St. Joseph immediately acted on that
divine guidance.
Months later, after Jesus had been
born and the three Magi had visited,
an angel appeared to him again and
said, “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there till I tell you; for Herod is about
to search for the child, to destroy
him” (Mt 2:13). While it was still
night, he rose and fled into Egypt with

Jesus and Mary. Joseph’s attentiveness and obedience saved Jesus life,
as Herod decided to massacre all male
children two and under in the region.
As we continue into deeper conversion during Lent, St. Joseph displays
three qualities that we can all strive
to imitate, with the help of God. St.
Joseph was silently attentive, obedient and steadfast. He is the “terror
of demons” because of these three
virtues.
Cardinal Robert Sarah recently
penned a masterful book called The
Power of Silence. In it, he explains that
silence is an essential condition for
hearing God’s voice, just as St. Joseph
did in his dreams. “Silence is more
important than any other human
work,” he says, “for it expresses God.
The true revolution comes from
silence; it leads us toward God and
others so as to place ourselves humbly
and generously at their service.”
St. John of the Cross, reflecting on
the state of the world before it was
created, said, “God’s first language is
silence.” If you would like to increase
your ability to hear God’s voice, then I
recommend that you use the remaining days of Lent as an opportunity to
cultivate exterior and interior silence.
Besides being attentive to God, it

is evident from St. Joseph’s actions
that he profoundly trusted the Lord.
Trust is the bedrock upon which the
obedience of the saints is built. Their
obedience flows from knowing that
God the Father only seeks their good
and they can trust him. St. Joseph
was no exception: once he heard
God’s direction, he obeyed because he
trusted him.
There is a wonderful passage in
Jeremiah that captures this attitude
well. Jeremiah prophesied, “Blessed
is the man who trusts in the Lord,
whose hope is the Lord. He is like a
tree planted beside the waters that
stretches out its roots to the stream:
It fears not the heat when it comes,
its leaves stay green; In the year of
drought it shows no distress, but still
bears fruit” (Jer 17:8).
If you want to grow in obedience
this Lent, then strive to grow in your
relationship with God the Father.
Trust him and believe in your heart
he only desires your good. Reflect on
the story of the Prodigal Son, asking
yourself, ‘Which son am I — the prodigal or the resentful older son?’ Then,
ponder the generous, always-present
love of the Father for you in your
prayer. Ask the Father to reveal his
unique, personal love for you.

The final lines of Jeremiah’s
blessing give us a vivid image of St.
Joseph’s final virtue, his perseverance or steadfastness in difficulty.
We see this virtue on display when he
gathers Mary and Jesus together in
the middle of the night and flees for
Egypt, aware of the danger but trusting in God. Above all, we witness St.
Joseph’s steadfastness in accepting
his vocation of caring for and helping
raise the son of God and protecting
Mary — a truly daunting responsibility. He joyfully embraced it.
Being steadfast in a society that
is less than accepting of Christian
values and beliefs is a necessity today.
If we are connected to God’s grace
through the sacraments and daily
prayer, then we will not show signs
of distress in our drought-stricken
world but will bear fruit.
Each of us is called by God to
become a saint in our own circumstances. This Lent, I encourage you
to follow the example of St. Joseph
and strive to grow in attentiveness to
God’s voice, obedience to his will for
you, and in perseverance in carrying
that out.
May St. Joseph, patron of the universal Church, pray for us and help us
grow in holiness this Lent.
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ARCHBISHOP’S
SCHEDULE
MAR. 26: Mass for
Installation of Pastor,
St. Joseph Parish, Ft. Collins
(11:30 a.m.)
MAR. 28: Mass and
Institution of Acolyte,
Redemptoris Mater
Seminary, St. John Paul II
Center (5:30 p.m.)
APR. 1: Candidacy Mass,
St John Vianney Seminary,
St. John Paul II Center
(4 p.m.)
APR. 6: Mass, Legatus Denver Chapter meeting,
St. John Paul II Center
(6:20 p.m.)

@ArchbishopDen

March 13, 2017

A blessed pastoral visit to
#StLawrence Korean parish &
#StAnna's Home for the elderly. +sja
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Denver Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila (L) and Bishop James Gonia (R)
shake hands following the Lutheran Catholic Common Commemoration
of the Reformation at Bethany Lutheran Church on March 19, 2017, in
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado. photo by daniel petty | denver catholic
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Way event attracts 12,000
TOBYMAC
with Heart’s Remedy

SHOPPING

Kiko Arguello addresses the assembled during the Neocatechumenal
Way Gathering at the Coors Events Center on March 11, 2017, in Boulder,
Colorado. photos by daniel petty | denver catholic

Lay evangelizer reflects on
generous response to vocational
calls at Neocat event

KIDS KORAL

DC: What percentage

BY DENVER
CATHOLIC STAFF

L

ay Spaniard Kiko
Arguello, initiator
of the Neocatechumenal Way, a worldwide, Vatican-approved
faith formation process
that seeks to bring people
to mature Christian faith,
spoke to Denver Catholic following a March 11
vocational meeting at
the Coors Event Center
in Boulder.
The gathering drew
12,000 members of the
Neocatechumenal Way
from 16 states and Guam.
At the meeting, nearly
800 men and women said
yes to calls to priesthood
and religious life, and
600 families stood up
to go on mission to be a
sign of Christian family
life in de-Christianized areas of the world.
Arguello’s remarks were
translated. The Q&A has
been edited for clarity
and brevity.

CARNIVAL

Kiko Arguello
DENVER CATHOLIC:

What brought
you to the Denver
Archdiocese?

KIKO ARGÜELLO:

This apostolic trip is
because of God — I am
doing the will of God.
God desired to call
these (220) men to offer
their life to the priesthood. I said, “Stand up
(if you feel called)” and
they obeyed. Like in
the Gospel, Jesus said
to Matthew (9:9), “Hey
you, follow me!”

of men who stand up
for the vocational
calls actually enter
priesthood?
KA: It’s not that 100 men
stand up but only three
go to seminary. The
men stand up because
there is a Christian community behind them.
It’s not a sentimental
moment. God changes
their life because there
is a community (of
support) behind them.
That’s why almost all of
them end up in the seminary and (women) in
consecrated life.

JUNE 25 / featuring TOBYMAC with Heart’s Remedy
FREE ACTIVITES AT THE KIDS KORAL

Peddle Tractor Races Petting Zoo
Balloon Artist
Dog Show
Face Painting
Sandbox Play Area
Duck Races
Stick-Horse Rodeo AND MORE!

DC: Why does the cat-

echumenate take so
long—several years—
to finish?
KA: Maybe because of
a change of parish (for
the community). Maybe
because the community
sometimes does not pray.
Sometimes we need to
wait (for a time). We
need to manifest eternity.

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS AND CONCERTS:
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‘…We need to tell the story of St. Junípero Serra and Thomas Jefferson’

«1

dealing with human beings
who possess inviolable and
unalienable rights, we need
to act respecting their dignity allowing
everyone to have access to what they need
especially helping the poor in a spirit of
solidarity,” Bishop Rodriguez said.
He continued, quoting the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC),
“The more prosperous nations are
obliged, to the extent they are able, to
welcome the foreigner in search of the
security and the means of livelihood…
[and] immigrants are obliged…to obey
its laws and to assist in carrying civic
burdens” (2241).
The tension between the immigrant’s right to migrate and the country’s right to control borders is held
together by the common good. The CCC
defines the common good as “the total
sum of social conditions which allow
people, either as groups or individuals,
to reach their fulfillment more fully and
more easily” (1906).
With the common good in mind,
comprehensive policies can be created
— it can be a “both-and” of respecting
the human person and the law, instead
of an “either-or.” However, these laws
need to be at the service of the human
person, said Bishop Rodriguez.
“These laws do not deal with commercial exchange of material products,
but rather with human beings,” he said.
“The law is only an instrument in the
service of human dignity, not her inflexible patron.”

For more resources on Catholic social
teaching and the Church’s statements
on immigration, visit the USCCB at
usccb.org/issues-and-action/humanlife-and-dignity/immigration/index.cfm.
You can also visit the Center for
Migration Studies (CMS), a Catholic
educational institute devoted to integrating immigrants, at cmsny.org for
other information and resources.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, which Bishop Rodriguez also referred to, has
several resources and
documents on the issue,
including an outline of
five basic principles.

THE DIGNITY OF THE PERSON
“I think the key in Catholic social
teaching is that we remember the dignity of the human person — each person
is a child of God…that’s a principle we
can lose,” said Luis Soto, former director of Hispanic ministry of the Archdiocese of
Denver.
It is [a pro- “Our interaction with
life] issue,
people
because we believe
should be
in the dignity of life.” first and
LUIS SOTO
foremost
remembering they’re a child of God and that
legal status doesn’t affect that.”
Because it deals with persons, immigration is a pro-life issue too, said Soto.
“It is [a pro-life] issue, because we
believe in the dignity of life,” Soto said.
“We’re not defending people who have
committed crimes, however, the dignity
of the person has to be guarded in the
process. We believe in the dignity of
[conception of ] life to natural death,
and everything in-between.”
While Catholic social teaching emphasizes the dignity of the human person,
it does not dismiss laws. In his article
titled, “Immigration and the Law,” the
late Cardinal Francis George of Chicago
said that as a nation, our cultural identity
is wrapped up in the order of the law, as
we were founded on a Constitution.
“The U.S. bishops have made it clear
that they are not in favor of illegal immigration. No one has a ‘right’ to come into
someone else’s country illegally,” Cardinal George wrote (emphasis added).
However, both he and other bishops
have urged for a comprehensive reform
on immigration policy, one that deals
with the issue humanely.
“The reform should start with concern for the basic respect that is owed
all human beings, no matter their status
before the law. It should provide a path
to citizenship for the great majority
who are law-abiding citizens now, and it
should separate for deportation any who
are criminals,” Cardinal George said.

“

1

Persons have a right
to find opportunities
in their homeland.

2

Persons have the right to
migrate to support themselves and their families.

“WE CANNOT WAIT FOR
IMMIGRATION REFORM”
Many bishops have spoken on the
issue of immigration reform, but of all
of them, perhaps none are as passionate
and persuasive as Archbishop Jose H.
Gomez of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. In his article “We cannot wait for
immigration reform,” he points out
that with every wave of immigration
in America, we have met them with
“suspicion, resentment and backlash.”
“Think about the Irish, the Italians,
the Japanese. It is no different with
today’s immigrants. We need to keep that
perspective,” Archbishop Gomez said.
He said that despite the media hype
about the issue, deportations didn’t
begin with Trump’s administration —
in fact, the previous president deported
more than anyone in American history.
That said, the problem of illegal immigration isn’t just a one-sided blame
game.
“These 11 million undocumented
people did not just arrive overnight. It
happened over the last 20 years. And
it happened because our government
— at every level — failed to enforce our
immigration laws,” Archbishop Gomez
said. “And law enforcement officials
looked the other way because American
businesses demand ‘cheap’ labor — and
lots of it.”
“Why aren’t we punishing the businesses who hired them, or the government officials who didn’t enforce our
laws?” he continued. “There is plenty
of blame to go around. And that means
there is a lot of opportunity to show
mercy. Mercy is not the denial of justice.
Mercy is the quality by which we carry
out our justice.”
He also called for us to depict America as it truly is — not just a country
founded by Western Europeans, but
of one rich in its history of Hispanic
culture and influence.
“We can no longer afford to tell a
story of America that excludes the rich
inheritance of Latinos and Asians…we
need to tell the story of St. Junípero
Serra and Thomas Jefferson.”

3

Sovereign nations have
the right to control
their borders.

OTHER BISHOPS SPEAK OUT
Among the many bishops that have
spoken out on the issue, including
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila and Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, the general
consensus is the same: the U.S. needs a
comprehensive policy that respects the
dignity of the immigrant, while enforcing a reform that places valid laws on
border entry.
“Even though illegal immigrants
have failed to observe our immigration
laws,” said Archbishop Aquila in a 2014
interview with Denver Catholic, “they
do not lose their God-given dignity as
children of the Father. Our laws should
reflect this reality, while also allowing
for our country to enforce legitimate
border controls.”
Archbishop Gomez recently published a book called, “Immigration and
the Next America,” which expands on
a recent talk he gave to U.S. bishops.
“I am not proposing that we ‘forgive
and forget.’ Those who are here without
authorization have broken our laws. And
the rule of law must be respected,” Archbishop Gomez said. “So there needs to be
consequences when our laws are broken.
But I don’t think [the current policy] is
fair, either. Why don’t we require the
undocumented to a pay a fine, to do community service? We should ask them to
prove that they are holding a job and
paying taxes and are learning English.”
Bishop James D. Conley of Lincoln,
Neb., said that the Trump administration’s current policies won’t solve the
problem.
“Mass deportation is a panacea: the
appearance of an answer without really
resolving anything,” Bishop Conley said.
Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin, Texas,
the chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Migration, said that the new
policies endanger the vulnerable and
cause many problems.
“Taken together, these memoranda
constitute the establishment of a largescale enforcement system that targets
virtually all undocumented migrants as
‘priorities’ for deportation, thus prioritizing no one,” Bishop Vasquez said.

4

Refugees and asylum
seekers should be
afforded protection.

5

The dignity and rights
of the undocumented
should be respected.
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Sensitive locations, not ‘sanctuary’
BY AARON LAMBERT

W

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ith the election of President
Donald Trump, many immigrants are uncertain of their
future in America. The situation has
ignited a national conversation about
immigrants and their legal status.
The term “sanctuary” has been
making waves in the headlines recently
after Denver immigrant Jeanette
Vizguerra sought assistance at a local
Unitarian church for fear of being
deported. The term itself has largely
been adopted by the media to describe
cities where immigrants cannot be
questioned about their immigration
status and locations where immigrants
can seek refuge and be safe from arrest.
While the so-called “Muslim ban”
has been garnering a lot of media attention, there’s another piece of the conversation that’s equally as pertinent; that of
the immigrants who are already living in
the U.S.; those who have fled their home

U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement lists churches,
schools and hospitals among the
“sensitive locations” where immigrants are safe from immigration
enforcement actions. photo by andrew wright

country in search of something better,
established their lives here — and many
of which are of Latino descent.
The fear among many Latinos is still
prevalent, as many wonder what will
become of their residence here in the
U.S. under a Trump administration.
“For those here today illegally who are
seeking legal status, they will have one
route and only one route: to return home
and apply for re-entry,” President Trump
said in an Aug. 31 speech in Phoenix, Ariz.
The law doesn’t give definition to
“sanctuary” but instead describes places
where immigrants are safe from any sort
of enforcement action by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
as “sensitive locations.” A 2011 memorandum distributed by ICE outlines that
sensitive locations include, but are not
limited to: schools, hospitals, churches,
synagogues, mosques or other institutions of worship, the site of a funeral,
wedding or other public religious ceremony and public demonstrations, such
as a rally or march.
The memo states that enforcement

actions are prohibited from taking place
in any of these locations without prior
approval by an ICE supervisor. In this
event, supervisors are to “take extra
care when assessing whether a planned
enforcement action could reasonably
be viewed as causing significant disruption to the normal operations of the
sensitive location.”
The policy does, however, call
for exigent circumstances in which
enforcement actions can be carried out
without prior approval. These include:
matters of national security or terrorism, an imminent risk of death, violence
or physical harm to any person or property, the immediate arrest of individual(s) that present an imminent danger
to public safety, or an imminent risk of
destruction of evidence material to an
ongoing criminal case.
Should any of these situations arise,
the memo instructs ICE agents to “conduct themselves as discretely as possible,
consistency with office and public safety,
and make every effort to lift the time at
or focused on the sensitive location.”

Helping You Honor Life

AUTO LOANS

Amazing Low Rate!

2.49

%
APR
*

NEW | USED | REFINANCED**
60 Months

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: Fideliscu.org
or Come by today

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

Uniting Your Faith
and Finances
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680
and above to receive the 2.49% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%;
Loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value.
**Offer not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles
used for business purposes; some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid
on indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned and refinanced vehicles March 1-31, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency
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Hispanic
youth
hungry
for Christ
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

H

ow does one satisfy the hunger
for the infinite that’s in one’s
heart? That was the question
presented to some 600 young people at
the Hispanic Youth Encounter March
18, organized by Centro San Juan Diego.
Through a series of talks and activities, the event held at the University of
Denver sought to help the youth realize
that only God can quench their hunger
for being loved and accepted, and that
the crises come when they seek to fill
that emptiness with substitutes.
When that happens, organizer Liliana Flores told Denver Catholic, there
are “fatal consequences,” such as young
people “resorting to suicide, girls who
get pregnant and young people falling
into drug addiction.”
“They do those things because they
need true love and do not find it,” added
Flores. “They need God.”
In addition to the talks, Father Jason
Wunsch, parochial vicar of Ascension
Parish, led the youth in a Holy Hour,
and several priests, including Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, were available
to hear confessions.

Hispanic
youth rallied at the
Ritchie
Center at
the University of
Denver on
March 18.
photos by daniel petty |
denver catholic

Students kneel before the Blessed Sacrament for adoration.

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Father
Jason
Wunsch
carries the
Blessed
Sacrament
for adoration during
the rally.

Mt. Olivet
Catholic Cemetery
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Catholic Cemetery
22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Get Your Fish Here On Fridays
British Style Fish & Chips
www.gbfishandchips.com

Open: Sun-Thur 11 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri & Sat 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sundays: Kids Eat FREE / Tilapia Tuesdays: $1.00 per piece /
Wednesdays: Senior Discount!
1311 S. Broadway
Denver, CO 80210
720-570-5103

2175 Sheridan (Sloan’s Lake)
Edgewater, CO 80214
303-232-2128

5325 E. Colfax
Denver, CO 80220
303-333-4551

7401 Ralston Rd.
Arvada, CO 80003
303-420-9897
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7 Reasons You Need
an Estate Plan

"HOW DO YOU EVANGELIZE?"

1.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of
up to twelve months or more.

“

“

Catholics are called
to commit ourselves
to the society in which we live.
I lead a group of young adults
in the Ascension Parish and
I feel called to evangelize
this country by forming new
Christians and working
to preserve their Catholic
values, because

when this is
lost, our society is in danger
of falling. There are many
people here who are eager to
know God. They need God.”

In Mexico, being
Catholic is very
cultural, and because of
this, young people often
don’t have a personal
encounter with Jesus Christ
… [which] should be more
profound and personal.
Young Hispanics should
have more missionary
experiences, and
pilgrimages … something
more than just going to
Mass on Sundays.”

ÁLVARO MELARA | Ascension

MARIANA MUÑOZ | Holy Cross Parish

“

Latinos have a faith
that is deeply rooted,
and they come [to the United
States] and spark a flame
in this country… the faith of
Latinos is very contagious
and very much alive.”

ANABEL PORRAS | St. Theresa

CARLOS HERNANDEZ | St. Cajetan

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing
home costs, which average $8,000 per month in Colorado!

3.

DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the door with
your ex in-law.

4.

REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger
instead of your children if your spouse gets remarried after your
death.

5.
6.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible

7.

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive

adults from spending their inheritance all at once.
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

Learn more about the benefits of having a Living Trust.

Call 303.736.6060 or go online to
www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshops on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303.736.6060

Wednesday, April 19th
2:00 PM or 6:30 PM
Douglas County Libraries
20105 Mainstreet
Parker, CO 80134

“

We should unite
ourselves, the
Americans and the Latinos,
as brothers and sisters in
Christ, sharing our faith as
when we share the Eucharist.
We are all children of God.”

2.

Catherine Hammond, Attorney

Saturday, April 22nd
10:00 AM
Hampton Inn and Suites
19010 E. Cottonwood Drive
Parker, CO 80138

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”

7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303.736.6060

A Name You Can Trust & Afford For Over 35 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

• INSURANCE CLAIMS
• EXPERT REPAIR WORK
• SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• SPECIAL SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

2221 Gray Street Edgewater, CO 80214
www.millsroofingcompany.com

303-232-0324
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Going crazy for classical education
Bishop Machebeuf High School adds classical track, following trend

Bishop
Machebeuf
is adding
a classical track
to their
curriculum,
marking
the third
archdiocesan school
to offer
one.

BY THERESE AAKER

W

ith Our Lady of Lourdes
school’s wild success after
implementing the classical education model, other Catholic schools are also taking the leap to
try it out: Frassati Catholic Academy
launches in August, and now, Bishop
Machebeuf High School plans to open a
classical track with the incoming freshman class this fall as well.
Deacon Marc Nestorick, principal
of Bishop Machebeuf, said that after
seeing its success in other schools,
especially as it integrates so well with
Catholicism, the high school wanted
to follow suit.
“The classical track is something
that the community has been discussing before I got here, and it complements the direction of where our school
is going,” Nestorick said.
WHAT’S SO SPECIAL
ABOUT CLASSICAL?
So what is it about the classical education model that works so well?
“I think integration makes a huge
difference, the integration of faith
with science and social studies…looking at it holistically is very appealing,”
Nestorick said. “Learning is truly about
coming to know and love God, and classical education really helps with that.”
Ryan O’Connor, assistant principal and theology teacher at Lourdes,
believes that the growing trend of classical education in Denver is because
this more holistic approach to learning
produces tangible effects on the kids.
“One of the reasons I think the
classical education trend is growing in
Denver is we have a growing number
of parents (and teachers/administrators) who are increasingly uncomfortable with the utilitarian approach
to modern education (e.g., Common
Core),” O’Connor said. “They have a
higher purpose in mind for their children, so they are naturally drawn to the
original purpose of education, which is
now called ‘classical.’”
“I think all the skills, reading, writing, thinking — a love for learning is
the biggest thing. It starts with the
purpose of training human beings, not
human-doings. It focuses on developing

photo by andrew wright

the human person,” O’Connor said.
There are many factors for the
school’s success using the classical
model, from the teachers that the
school attracts who are on fire for their
faith, to the structure of classical education itself and how it ignites a love for
learning in students.
“It demands more of the teachers
because [the curriculum] has to go
through the mind of the teacher first…
when teachers are on fire for Christ, it’s
very contagious,” O’Connor said.
“The [students] enjoy the classes,
it’s more discussion-based…it’s just
more effective, there’s more retention
of information,” O’Connor continued.
“Instead of saying, ‘Memorize it,’ we
discuss it, and they remember it that
way, and they behold the truth.”
Classical education, which has its
roots in Greek and Roman learning
methods and subjects, also aims to
incorporate an appreciation for what
the Greeks called “the Transcendentals”: truth, beauty and goodness. And
the perfect integration of this philosophy is found in Catholicism.
“The Greek and Roman roots from
classical education in fostering man’s
natural aptitude for wisdom and integration…the only way that happens is

through Jesus,” O’Connor said. “The
Church’s vision for education is classical.
The Catholic faith holds the framework
for classical education, and truth, beauty
and goodness is found in Jesus Christ.”
“Whether students come to behold
a truth in math class, are inspired by
heroic virtue in literature class, or are
mesmerized by the order and beauty of
nature in science class, these encounters
with the Transcendentals are ultimately
encounters with the person of Jesus
Christ, who is Truth, Goodness, and
Beauty Incarnate,” O’Connor added.
PARENTS ARE SEEING
THE DIFFERENCE
Orderly thinking, wonder, imagination, the joy — this is why it’s so successful with students — and their parents.
“My daughter is so much more
aware…of developing a faith life that is
based on Catholic doctrine…my own
understanding has been strengthened
by what she’s been doing in school,”
said Joan VandenBurg, whose two
children both attended Lourdes before
the switch to the classical model. Her
daughter, a fifth-grader, still attends.
“She’s a huge reader, and she loves
Latin and talks about words all the time.
She’s in the fifth grade and is reading

Jane Austen and has the logic skills to
understand [it],” VandenBurg said.
Liz Myers, whose son, Dominic,
also attends Lourdes and is enrolled
in Bishop Machebeuf’s classical track
for next year, also spoke highly about
the before-and-after effect.
“I really like classical education
because it’s all I can remember, and
before [starting at Lourdes in 2011], I
can’t remember anything [I learned],”
Dominic said. “It’s not just a lecture…
they let you be a part of it so that you
can feel more accomplished.”
Accomplishment is one benefit, but
ultimately, classical education teaches
students how to grow in virtue.
“Virtue is the purpose of classical
education, and of course, that’s in line
with what the Church wants to do,”
O’Connor said.

For more information on Bishop
Machebeuf’s classical track, visit
machebeuf.org/admissions/
AdmissionsHome; for information
and applications to Frassati Catholic
Academy, visit gofrassati.org.
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ccdenver.org/donate
Your
Help Gives
Homeless Family

New Lease
on Hope
Sabrina A. was struggling to keep

New parish community
gathers at Frassati

her family together. She was in school
to become a nurse, while also caring for
her ailing mother. Sabrina had recently
become guardian of her niece and
nephew. Her modest income couldn’t
keep up, and the family was evicted from
their apartment.

Over 600 faithful showed up to the first Sunday Mass at
Frassati Catholic Academy on Sunday, March 19, filling the
school’s cafeteria to standing room only and overﬂowing
into the school’s lobby. Father James Spahn, pastor of
nearby Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, celebrated Mass
and introduced the congregation to the school’s new principal, Sara Alkayali. Frassati Catholic Academy is being used
for Masses temporarily to build a community for a future
parish in the Thornton area. photo by aaron laMbert
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Sabrina turned to Catholic Charities’
Samaritan House Family Services
Program. Because of generous donors
like you, the family was given the chance
to rebuild the foundation for long-term
success and stability.

Give online today!

Be a Part
of the Second Century
of the

Cathedral Basilica
of the

Immaculate Conception!!
Father Ron Cattany - Pastor and Rector
Your façade contributions will help repair
and replace the missing, cracked and
broken stone and carvings which have
become a safety hazard.
Your interior improvement contributions
will address access, security, safety, wall
and altar repairs. Help us preserve our
historic and iconic Cathedral Basilica for
the next 100 years.

, S EC U
ACCESS

IRE
RITY, F

,
S AF E T Y

$2.3
million

TEMS,
C RED I
A
S
F
O
TION
G
PROTEC
LEANIN
NG & C
I
T
N
I
y mail,
A
OR P
nate: b
o
d
o
t
INTERI
r with
ways
edral, o nt.
h
everal
t
s
a
e
C
r
a
e
t th
mou
There
kiosk a erly pledge a
y
ll
b
,
e
n
t
uar
rg or ca
onli
hly or q
edral.o
h
n
t
io
a
t
c
a
r
a mont
rm
nve
ore info
ww.de
0 for m g.
1
Visit w
0
-7
1
03-83
tributin
us at 3
on con
COLLECTED
TO DATE: $83,000

$4.4
million

ccdenver.org/donate
St. Teresa of Calcutta Prayer Society
Mother (now Saint) Teresa of Calcutta taught and lived that “everything
begins with prayer.” Catholic Charities invites you to join a new prayer
society named for this faith-filled servant to the poorest of the poor.
As a member, you are asked to pray daily for those we serve, and for other
special intentions shared by email. You will receive a beautiful prayer card and
St. Teresa medallion to remind you of your generous commitment.
You may send your own intentions to be remembered in prayer
during weekly Mass at Catholic Charities’ chapel on Pecos.

Join the St. Teresa of Calcutta Prayer Society
by visiting ccdenver.org/prayer

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Society
You’ll be honored as a distinguished member when your annual giving
reaches $1,000 or more. Join with a pledge of $83.33 or more per month.

OR
EXTERI
FAÇADE
REPAIR
COLLECTED
TO DATE:
$115,900
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Four things you need to
know before you get married
Your mission, should you choose to accept it…
BY THERESE AAKER

M

arriage is a beautiful vocation. Too often, though,
many see it as the fulfillment
of personal happiness or just a life milestone to reach — but it’s so much more
than that. Marriage is a mission: a call
from God for the greater good of each
other and the world. It is a vocation, a
state of life which has a particular way
of loving and serving God.
Like any vocation, its mission is service: service to one’s spouse, to any children that come, and to the community
the family lives in.
In his apostolic exhortation, Familiaris Consortio (“The Fellowship of the
Family”), St. John Paul II said, “Each
family finds within itself a summons
that cannot be ignored… Particularly
today, the Christian family has a special vocation to witness to the paschal
covenant of Christ by constantly radiating the joy of love and the certainty
of the hope for which it must give an
account,’” (FC 17, 52).
It’s no small thing, to raise a family in
a world like ours — it’s a joyous responsibility and tremendous gift.
So if you’re getting married, or hope
to be one day, here’s what you need to
know to prepare for the mission God
has called you to, according to priests
who guide marriage preparation and a
few people who have been there.

KNOW GOD, KNOW YOURSELF.
One of the most important things to
do to prepare for your future vocation is
to know yourself and know God.
Seth DeMoor, founder of OneBillionStories.com, said that this self-growth
is crucial to grow in holiness in general.
“Know yourself, which means turning
the digital world off more, get to know
yourself through prayer and sacraments,
get into spiritual direction,” DeMoor
said. “Certainly keep God at the center
[of any relationship], and if both the guy
and the lady are heading toward God,
eventually, you’ll meet in the middle.”
Father Scott Bailey, who does marriage preparation, agreed that knowing
ourselves and putting our relationship
with God first is the first step.
“Make God the first priority…[singles]
have more free time, so work on making
him your first love,” Father Bailey said.
“Know yourselves and know what you
want — especially women. They too
often can compromise…it’s important
for people to know what they do want.”
Growing in virtue is also invaluable
preparation — especially the virtue of
chastity.
“If a couple cannot make progress in
chastity, they’re not ready to get married, because marriage also requires
chastity. If a couple or individual isn’t
able to make a sacrifice for the other
person, then you won’t be ready to [do
so] in marriage,” Father Bailey said.

WORK ON COMMUNICATION.
Communication, next to prayer, is
probably the most important key to
making relationships flourish, and in
our tech-heavy world, it can be easy to
get caught up in the instant gratification
mindset of communicating.
Rather than having conversations in
person or over the phone, we text. Texting is easy. What’s hard is vulnerability.
“Vulnerability is painful and it’s easier
to lock your heart away,” Father Bailey
said, referring to the song, “Hello My Old
Heart” by the folk band, The Oh Hello’s,
which talks about hiding our hearts from
pain, and therefore, love, as a result.
“I think our younger millennial
generation seems to struggle with intimacy…we desire [it] but seem to close
[ourselves] off to it…people don’t share
the important things and over-share the
unimportant things,” Father Bailey said.
Father James Fox, pastor at Good
Shepherd Parish, has been doing marriage preparation with couples for over
40 years — and had some valuable advice.
To grow in communication, start with
“putting away your phones and talking.”
“There has to be transparency. You
can’t be afraid to share a fear, an expectation, a hope,” Father Fox said. “No two
people will know each other completely
before they get married, but there does
need to be transparency. We can’t go into
marriage having expectations without
partners knowing what they are.”

IF YOU’RE ENGAGED,
REMEMBER WHAT’S
IMPORTANT.
Engagement can be an exciting time.
But rather than getting caught up in
the all-too-easy cycle of perfectionistic
wedding planning, remember the purpose of marriage: to help your spouse
get to heaven.
Cheyenne Becker, who is engaged to
get married this spring, said that this is
most important thing to rememeber.
“[Ask yourself,] Do I love this person’s soul? It’s a feeling and a choice
and an act, but at the end of the day, it’s a
commitment of the heart," Becker said.
Engagement is also an opportunity
of deeper conversion.
“Getting married requires two conversions. As soon as you tell someone
you’re getting married, you realize it’s
not just for you…it’s for a community of
persons,” Father Fox said. “The second
[conversion] is [realizing] that not only
is it not their wedding, but it’s not their
marriage alone; God has a plan for their
marriage.”

DONATE TAX
FROM FREE
YOUR IRA
Help The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul help
those in need with an easy Tax Free donation from
your IRA. Contact Jean Finegan at The Catholic
Foundation to find out how. 303-867-0613

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | MARCH 25-APRIL 7, 2017

Fatima centenary brings Mary to CO
Whether
you’re
engaged
or still
discerning,
these four
tips can
help you
prepare for
the sacrament of
marriage.
stocK photo

CREATE A VISION FOR
YOUR MARRIAGE
When preparing for marriage, it’s
also important to have the question in
mind: What is it that God wants to reveal
to the world through your marriage?
Father Fox recommended coming up
with a two, five and 25 year vision for your
marriage, even adding little things like
making it a goal to embarrass your children with your affection for each other.
“What is your vision for your relationship? I think having a vision is
critical. What would we like people to
say about us as a couple?” Father Fox
said. “Start [your] mission as a couple
by going to a charitable organization.
[Your] being married is a mission from
God, and reveals God’s heart to the
world. Get to know what poverty is, and
make that a part of a mission…then it
begins to give focus to [your] marriage.”
“We believe marriage is not only
possible, but [that] your vision and
God’s vision for your marriage should
get closer every day of your married
life,” Father Fox added.

Fatima Pilgrim statue in Denver,
Colorado Springs through April 8
BY ROXANNE KING

I

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

f you can’t travel to Portugal this
year for the 100th anniversary of the
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima,
take heart, Mary has come to visit you.
The International Pilgrim Virgin
statue, which was carved and blessed
in Fatima, Portugal, is in the Denver and
Colorado Springs dioceses now through
April 8.
“Mary comes to visit her children,”
Carl Malburg, custodian, told the Denver
Catholic. “[She] goes to distant places to
see the people who can’t visit Fatima.”
On May 13, 1917, the Blessed Mother
appeared to three shepherd children
at Fatima and again on the 13th of each
month through October, bringing the
world a message of conversion, prayer
and penance. The three young seers
were Lucia dos Santos, 10, and her cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 9 and
7 respectively.
At the last apparition, which included
the famed “miracle of the sun” witnessed by thousands and reported by
newspapers, Mary called herself “the
Lady of the Rosary.”
The Church later declared the apparitions worthy of belief.
“The first Pilgrim Virgin statue was
commissioned and blessed in 1947 by
the bishop of Fatima so everyone could
learn about the Fatima message,” Malburg said.
It was sculpted by Jose Thedim

based on the description of Lucia, who
had become a Carmelite nun.
“The original one was very busy,
but after 25 to 30 years they retired it,”
Malburg said. “What I and others have
are (hand-carved) copies of the original. The bishop (of Fatima) recognizes
about 12 or 15.”
People are captivated by the beauty
of the statue and feel Mary’s presence,
Malburg said.
“When we look at pictures of people,
we feel closer to them,” he said. “That’s
the moral presence. That moral presence
is very strong in the statue. … You really
can’t explain it without experiencing it.”
The Fatima message of conversion,
prayer and penance is as relevant today
as it was when given 100 years ago, Malburg said.
“We’ve already had three popes in the
21st century and they’ve all said its more
relevant today than then,” he said. “Pope
Francis will be in Fatima on May 13, the
100th anniversary. Why would the pope
choose to travel to that spot? He wants
to remind people to be even more aware
of Fatima and its importance.”
The Pilgrim Virgin statue will be at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception March 18 and at Regis
University March 28-29. It will also
visit several Catholic grade schools and
parishes. The tour will conclude with a
pro-life procession and rosary in front
of Planned Parenthood in Glenwood
Springs. For the complete schedule,
visit pilgrimvirginstatue.com and click
on “tour” then “Colorado.”

“

Mary
comes
to visit her
children. [She]
goes to distant
places to see the
people who can’t
visit Fatima.”
CARL MALBURG
Custodian

For complete
schedule, visit
pilgrimvirginstatue.com.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Decree modifying the territory of Boulder Deanery

›

›

›
›
›

›
›
›
›

›

›
›

›
›

›

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0246 AB-A
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI, LONGMONT
Northern Boundary- East from
U.S. Highway 36 on the Boulder
County Line to North 83rd Street.
› Eastern Boundary- South from
the Boulder County Line on North
83rd Street to Woodland Road, then
west to North 75th Street, then south
to Colorado Highway 66 (Ute Highway), then east to Hover Road, then
south on Hover Road/North 95th
Street to Colorado Highway 52.
Southern Boundary- West from
North 95th Street on Colorado Highway 52 to Colorado Highway 119, then
northeast to Niwot Road, then west to
North 45th Street, then north to Neva
Road, then west to County Road 34,
then north to U.S. Highway 36, continue
north to 40° 8’1.26”N Latitude, then
west to 105°20’49.25”W Longitude.
Western Boundary105°20’49.25”W Longitude.

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0240 AB-A
SACRED HEART OF MARY, BOULDER
Northern Boundary- East from U.S.
Highway 36 on Valmont Road to 95th
Street, then south to Isabelle Road, then
east to U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th).
› Eastern Boundary- South from Isabelle
Road on U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th
Street) to Colorado Highway 7 (Arapahoe Road), then west to Colorado Highway 42, then south to East South Boulder
Road, then west to McCaslin Boulevard,
then south to the Boulder County Line.
Southern Boundary- Boulder County Line.

Prot. N. 2016-0245 AB-A
GUARDIAN ANGELS, MEAD
Northern Boundary- East from Colorado Highway 287 on Colorado Highway
60 to Interstate 25, then south to County
Road 46, then east to County Road 13.
› Eastern Boundary- County Road 13.
Southern Boundary- West from
Weld County Road 13 on the St.
Vrain River to Interstate 25, then
South to Colorado Highway 119, then
west to the Boulder County Line.
Western Boundary- From Colorado
Highway 119 north following County Line
Road 1 to Weld County Road 38 / Larimar County Road 1 west to U.S. Highway
287, then north to Colorado Highway 60.

›

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0243 AB-A
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST, LONGMONT
Northern Boundary- East from North
83rd Street on the Boulder County
Line to South County Line Road.
› Eastern Boundary- Boulder County Line.
Southern Boundary- West from
the Boulder County Line on Oxford
Street to U.S. Highway 287 (North
107th Street), then south to Colorado Highway 52 (Mineral Road)
then west to North 95th Street.
Western Boundary- North from Colorado Highway 52 on North 95th Street/
Hover Road to Colorado Highway 66
(Ute Highway), then west to North 75th
Street, then north to Woodland Road,

Prot. N. 2016-0244 AB-A
SAINT LOUIS, LOUISVILLE
Northern Boundary- East from
McCaslin Boulevard on South Boulder
Road to U.S. Highway 42 (North 96th
Street), then south to Empire Road, then
east and southeast to U.S. Highway 287.
› Eastern Boundary- U.S. Highway 287
south to Dillon Road, then east to 120th
Street, then follow the Boulder County
Line south to U.S. Highway 36, then
south east to Colorado Highway 121,
then west to Colorado Highway 128.
Southern Boundary- Colorado Highway 128.
Western BoundaryMcCaslin Boulevard.

›

Prot. N. 2016-0242 AB-A
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, LAFAYETTE
Northern Boundary- East from
Colorado Highway 42 on Arapahoe
Road to East County Line Road, then
south to Colorado Highway 7 (Baseline Road), then east to Interstate 25.
› Eastern Boundary- Interstate 25.
Southern Boundary- West from
Interstate 25 on West 144th Avenue
to Colorado Highway 287, then north
to Empire Road, then west and northwest on Empire Road to Colorado
Highway 42 (North 96th Street).
Western Boundary- Colorado Highway 42.

the east to North 83rd Street, then
north to the Boulder County Line.

›

Prot. N. 2016-0241 AB-A
SAINT SCHOLASTICA, ERIE
Northern Boundary- East from U.S.
Highway 287 (North 107th Street)
on Oxford Street to the Boulder
County Line, then north to Colorado Highway 119 (County Highway
24) then east to Interstate 25.
› Eastern Boundary- Interstate 25.
Southern Boundary- West from Interstate 25 on Colorado Highway 7 (Baseline Road) to East County Line Road,
then north to Arapahoe Road, then west
to U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th Street).
Western Boundary- U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th Street).

›

Prot. N. 2016-0239 AB-A
ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, BOULDER
Northern Boundary- East from Colorado Highway 199 on Magnolia Drive to
Colorado 119, then east to 105°18’7.33”W,
then south to 39°59’8.96”N, then east to
the boundary of Boulder Mountain Park,
then north to the approximate location
of King Avenue, then east to Colorado
Highway 93 (South Broadway Street),
then north to Baseline Road, then east
to U.S. Highway 36, then southeast to
the Bear Creek, then north to Baseline
Road, then east to Cherryvale Road.
› Eastern Boundary- South on Cherryvale Road from Baseline Road to
Colorado Highway 170 (Marshall Drive),
then west to Colorado Highway 93, then
south to the Boulder County Line.
Southern Boundary- The
Boulder County Line.
Western Boundary- North from
the Boulder County Line on Colorado Highway 119 to Magnolia Drive.

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0238 AB-A
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, BOULDER
Northern Boundary- East from Colorado Highway 119 at 40° 0’45.20”N,

›

›

Prot. N. 2016-0237 AB-A
SACRED HEART OF JESUS, BOULDER
Northern Boundary- Boulder County
Line (Continental divide) at Shoshoni
Peak (40° 4’1.55”N 105°38’19.93”W east
to Brainard Lake, then east on Brainard
Lake Road to Colorado Highway 72, then
north to Colorado Highway 7, then East
to 105°20’49.25”W Longitude, then south
to 40° 8’1.26”N Latitude, then east to
U.S. Highway 36, then south to County
Road 34, then south to Neva Road, then
East to North 45th Street, then south
to Niwot Road, then east to Colorado
Highway 119, then south to Colorado
Highway 52 (Mineral Road), then east to
U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th Street).
› Eastern Boundary- U.S. Highway 287 (North 107th Street).
Southern Boundary- West from U.S.
Highway 287 on Isabelle Road to 95th
Street, then north to Valmont Road, then
west to U.S. Highway 36, then south to
Arapahoe Avenue, then west to Boulder
Creek Path, then west to Colorado Highway 119, then west to Magnolia Drive,
then west to Colorado Highway 119,
then south to the Boulder County Line,
then west to the Continental Divide.
Western Boundary- Boulder
County Line (Continental Divide).

›

Prot. N. 2016-0236 AB-A
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, BROOMFIELD
Northern Boundary- Dillon Road from
120th Street to Sheridan Boulevard, then
continuing as 144th Avenue to I- 25.
› Eastern Boundary- I-25 from
144th Avenue to 120th Avenue,
then west to Huron Street, then
south to 104th Avenue.
Southern Boundary- 104th Avenue
from Huron Street to Sheridan Boulevard, then north to the approximate location of 108th avenue, then
west to Wadsworth Parkway.
Western Boundary- Wadsworth
Parkway from 108th Avenue to the
Boulder Turnpike, then northwest to the
southeast corner of the Boulder County
line, then follow the boulder county
line north and east to Dillon Road.

105°18’7.33”W on Boulder Creek Path
to Arapahoe Avenue, then east to Colorado Highway 157 (Foothills Parkway).
› Eastern Boundary- Colorado
Highway 157 (Foothills Parkway).
Southern Boundary- West from Colorado Highway 157 (Foothills Parkway)
on Baseline Road to the Bear Creek,
then south to U.S. Highway 36, then
northwest to Baseline Road, then west to
Colorado Highway 93 (South Broadway
Street), then south to the approximate
location of King Avenue, then west to
the boundary of Boulder Mountain Park,
then south to 39°59’8.96”N Latitude,
then west to 105°18’7.33”W Longitude.
Western Boundary105°18’7.33”W Longitude.

Western Boundary- North from
the Boulder County Line on Colorado
Highway 93 to Colorado Highway 170
(Marshall Drive), then east to Cherryvale
Road, then north to Baseline Road, then
west to Colorado Highway 157 (Foothills
Parkway), then north to Colorado Highway 7 (Arapahoe Road), then west to U.S.
Highway 36, then north to Valmont Road.

›

BOULDER DEANERY

›

In September of last year, it was announced that the Archdiocese of Denver
would be reviewing and making changes to parish boundaries. Below is the
official decree outlining the new boundaries of parishes in the Boulder deanery.
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Get Involved
MARCH

APRIL

Immigration
information sessions

An evening
with
Christopher
West
12 5:30 p.m., St. Mary Parish, 533 E.
Main St., Aspen, free. Catholic speaker
Christopher West will host a talk and
Q&A on “A Reflection on the Passion,
Death & Resurrection of Jesus Like You
Have Never Heard Before.” Contact
judy@stmaryaspen.org for more details.
APRIL

“Cheers to Life!”
Ultrasound Fundraiser
29 6:30 p.m., Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, 10530 W.
20th Ave, Denver, $45 pp.
The Knights of Columbus at
Our Lady of Fatima Council
#9597 present their 4th
annual “Cheers To Life!”
ultrasound fundraising
event. Contact kofc9597@
gmail.com for more info.

28 Centro San Juan Diego, Bishop Jorge Rodriguez and the consuls general of
Mexico, Guatemala and Peru, are holding a series of three information sessions
that will address what’s going on, or what’s not going on, with regard to
immigration, and offer general advice for the community going foward. All
sessions begin at 6:30 p.m. Dates and locations: March 28- St. Mary Parish, 2222
23rd Ave, Greeley; March 29- Queen of Peace, 13120 E Kentucky Ave, Aurora;
March 31- Centro San Juan Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., Denver.

MARCH

APRIL

WAYS TO SERVE

Marisol Health volunteer
opportunites available
Volunteer
opportunities are
available at Marisol
Health, including
administrative
support and assisting
with assembling tea
boxes. Visit mshealth.
serve.ccdenver.
org for time slots.

Help seniors at Mulroy
Senior Center
Individual or small
group needed
Monday through
Thursday at Mulroy
Senior Center, 10
a.m. until noon.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

31 	The Joy and Peace of

Rosary Making

3/31 - 4/2, Abbey of
St. Walburga. 1029
Benedictine Way,
Virginia Dale, $160. In
this unique weekend
program, participants
will learn to make simple
cord rosaries while also
reflecting on the deeper
meaning of devotion.
Contact aswretreats@
gmail.com or 970-4620612 for more details.

1

1

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities,
contact Rebecca
at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

Prayer in the Square

10 a.m., Join other faithful each first Saturday
of the month to pray a
Rosary and Divine Mercy
Chaplet at various locations on the Front Range.
We pray for God’s love,
mercy and peace for the
sanctity of human life
and for an end to the
persecution of Christians
worldwide. Visit prayerin
thesquare.com to
find your nearest
prayer community.

Our Lady of Loreto
Healing Retreat

10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Our
Lady of Loreto Parish,
18000 E. Araphahoe
Rd., Aurora, free. Experience healing through
the intercession of Our
Blessed Virgin Mary and
Jesus Christ in Eucharist. The International
Missionary Foundation,

in collaboration with
Our Lady of Loreto
Parish will be hosting
a half day retreat on
“Healing through the
Intercession of Mary
and the Eucharist.”
8

	Deacon Discernment
Retreat

6:45 a.m., JP II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., free.
Ever thought about
being a deacon? The
St. Francis School of
Theology for Deacons
will host a Discernment
Retreat for men and their
wives who are interested
in learning more about
the diaconate. No cost
for the day, but RSVP
is required. For more
information and to RSVP,
visit sjvdenver.edu/
deacons/applicationprocess, or contact
303-715-3236 or deacon.
info@archden.org.

10

Theology on Tap

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., The Irish
Snug, 1201 E. Colfax
Ave., Denver. Theology
on Tap continues its
“Reasons to Believe”
series. For more details,
contact Mary at mary.
mcgeehan@archden.org.
14 	The Way of the Cross
11:45 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
Capitol grounds between
Broadway and Lincoln,
Denver, free. On Good
Friday, Communion and
Libration will celebrate
the Passion of Our Lord
by leading a procession
through Downtown
Denver, starting at the
monument across from
the capitol building
and ending at the
Cathedral. Visit clonline.
org for more details.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Archbishop blesses new oratory at St. Mary’s Academy
On March 16, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila paid a visit to St. Mary’s Academy to bless the school’s
new oratory. The prayerful space will provide students and teachers the opportunity to pray in front
of the Blessed Sacrament during the day. Following the blessing, Archbishop Aquila said Mass for
the high school students. “It was a great honor to have the Archbishop with us today,” said Vicki
Schwartz, Interim President of St. Mary’s Academy. photo by andrew wright

El Pueblo Católico will now be called Denver Catholic en Español
After 20 years of service
to the Hispanic community of Colorado,
and to celebrate its
20th anniversary, El
Pueblo Católico — the
Archdiocese of Denver’s
Spanish-language newspaper — will now be
called Denver Catholic en
Español.
The newspaper was published in April 1997, and

it was created with the
objectives of improving
the communication of
the archdiocese with
the Hispanic community, transmitting the
teachings of the archbishop, and evangelizing
through this means of
communication. So
far the newspaper has
fulfilled its purpose,
but now adds one more

TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, APRIL 9
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:00 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, APRIL 16 | ONE HOUR SPECIAL
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, APRIL 23
6:30 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:00 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva
SUNDAY, APRIL 30
6:30 a.m., CatholicTV Mass
7:00 a.m., CatholicTV Mass

point: to unify the
Church so that its communities are one.
“The renaming of Denver
Catholic en Español will
allow greater unity in
the communications
area of the archdiocese
and reflects the teamwork that we have been
working on for several
months — both English
and Spanish newspaper

teams. It is a way of
showing that the Catholics of Denver are one
community and we are
united in one baptism,”
said Carmen Villa, editor
of the publication.
The Denver Catholic en
Español will be available
beginning in April and it
can be obtained free of
charge in parishes or at
home by subscription.

Monsignor Glenn returns to parish life
In June of last year, the Denver Catholic reported that Monsignor
Michael Glenn, former rector of St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary and pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Breckenridge, had
been diagnosed with a stage four brain tumor. After spending the
better part of a year in Texas, where he received treatments for
the cancer, Monsignor Glenn has returned to parish life, and is
doing remarkably well. He delivered his first homily since being
back to a full chapel on March 12. The parish is exuberant to have
their pastor back with them, and his recovery is a testament to
God’s miraculous power. Welcome back, Monsignor Glenn!
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Perspectives

On ‘owning’ the Church

T

he question of “who owns the
Church” has had a stormy
history in Catholic America,
although the terms of reference have
changed considerably over time. In
the 19th
century,
GEORGE “lay trustWEIGEL
eeism” –
lay boards
The Catholic Difference
that
George Weigel is a
owned
distinguished senior
parish
fellow of the Ethics and
property
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
and sometimes
claimed authority over the appointment and dismissal of pastors – was a
major headache for the U.S. bishops.
Today, the question is more likely
to arise from the wetlands of psychobabble; thus one Midwestern
diocesan chancellor recently spoke
about a diocesan “needs assessment”
that “can give ownership to the
people,” presumably of their lives as
Catholics.
A similar imagery of ownership
was used during the Long Lent of
2002, in response to the crisis of
clerical sexual abuse and episcopal
misgovernance. In March of that
year, a religious sister in Boston, the

epicenter of the crisis, said, “This is
our Church, all of us, and we need to
take it back.” Similar sentiments are
heard today from “pastoral planners”
who take their cues from Protestant
megachurches in which creating a
feeling of “ownership” on the part of
the congregation, often by blurring
the border between sacred and profane, is very much part of the marketing-and-retention strategy.
Lent is always a good time to
ponder this business of “ownership,”
and Lent-2017 seems an especially
apt moment to reflect on it. For
“ownership” is being contested in
the Church in sharp ways: the college
of bishops is divided on questions of
sacramental discipline; prominent
Catholic leaders claim something
like an “ownership” of Scripture and
tradition, by which they decide what
in revelation is binding and what can
be jettisoned; the half-century long
struggle about who “owns” Vatican II
continues to rage on.
A serious reflection on the questions, “Who owns the Church?” and
“What does this ‘ownership’ mean?”
will begin with the Word of God: in
this case, the Last Supper discourse
of Jesus in John’s gospel. There,
the Lord makes the matter rather

clear: “This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have
loved you. Greater love has no man
than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command you. No
longer do I call you servants, for
the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but I have called
you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known
to you. You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and
that your fruit should abide…” (John
15:12-16).
The Church is not ours; the
Church is Christ’s. We did not create
the Church; Christ did —“You did
not choose me, but I chose you….” No
earthly power creates the Church and
no earthly power owns the Church.
The Church was created by the Lord
Jesus, and it is his, not ours. So the
Church is not ours to “take back,”
and it is not ours to “own,” because it
never belonged to us. And if we make
the Church our own, we defy the Lord
whose Church it is.
That’s been hard to grasp for a
very long time, as we learn from
another New Testament text that
repays reading during Lent, St. Paul’s

Letter to the Romans. There, Paul
unwinds a sixteen-chapter-long
argument to drive home one essential point: no merely human institution — no matter how clever, pure, or
sensitive to its members’ “needs” —
can remit a single, small sin. Only the
ministry of the Church can do that.
And the ministry of the Church can
do it because of the salvific history
that is recalled when, in confession,
we bow before the words of absolution: “God, the Father of mercies,
through the death and resurrection
of his Son, has reconciled the world
to Himself and sent the Holy Spirit
among us for the forgiveness of
sins…”
It is Christ’s Church, and the
Church celebrates the sacraments
through Christ’s power and the grace
of the Holy Spirit. During Lent, a
season in which the great sacraments
of Baptism, the Eucharist, and Penance come into high relief, it is good
to think on that, pray over it, give
thanks for it — and perhaps resolve,
in the future, to avoid imagery and
language that suggests that “this is
our Church.”

Here’s what’s actually in ‘Beauty and the Beast.’
The media hype over a character
controversy, was…hype

W

ell, that was exhausting.
After all the media hype
surrounding the “exclusively gay moment” in Disney’s latest
live-action remake of “Beauty and the
Beast,”
it turns
THERESE
out that
AAKER
the hype
was, well…
Guest Column
hype.
Therese Aaker writes
That
for Denver Catholic and
“moment”
would probably beat you
that the
in pop culture trivia.
director
referred to isn’t really what it was
made out to be — at all. While there
is somewhat subtle innuendo (and
I mean subtle — we’re talking winks
and nods, and a few lines of dialogue),

it is by no means the devastating show
of immorality many were afraid of.
Here’s what actually happens.
Throughout the film, it’s clear that
the character of LeFou really admires
Gaston ( just like in the original).
He’s a bit flamboyant. There are a few
jokes. When the villagers storm the
castle, the armoire throws dresses at
a few men, who are then dressed as
women (which also happens in the
original film), and one of them enjoys
it. And then at the very end, LeFou
is seen first dancing with a woman,
and after that, with the man who was
shown enjoying his dress.
So, sure, there’s a little innuendo
there. Those kinds of jokes, no matter
what gender it’s referring to, are best
left out of kids’ films. But it’s by no

means an explicit agenda-pushing
attack.
In reality, the movie is really entertaining — and worth seeing, because
the best stories are worth being told
more than once. There’s a reason
the 1991 “Beauty and the Beast” is a
Disney classic. I remember watching
it over and over (and over again) from
the time I was a toddler. I didn’t know
why the story stuck with me all these
years, but I think, just maybe, it has
to do with a story where love redeems
all, even the most hopeless of causes.
I’m sure that sounds familiar.
Maybe Lent was a good time for
“Beauty and the Beast,” directed by
Bill Condon, to release.
Sometimes remakes are a hit or
miss. While Disney’s 2015 “Cinderella” remake gave a new flavor to the
old story, even focusing on deeper
themes that carried it further in the
truths it presented, “Beauty and the
Beast” is a near shot-by-shot tracing
of the original film.

Is that a good or bad thing? You
can decide. On the one hand, everyone loves nostalgia. I know I do. So
many moments in the film (especially
the Beast’s transformation, or the
“Gaston” song) brought me back to
my girlhood, enchanted by the magic
onscreen and the beat-for-beat lyrics
to the classic songs.
Seeing it purely from the cinematic
side, however, it falls a bit flat. You can’t
compare it to the original, of course,
and since the original was already
perfect, it didn’t need anything extra
added to make it better. Especially a
few of the somewhat cringe-worthy
songs that were added in.
The singing in general was somewhat lacking, and, despite the talented cast members (Emma Watson,
Dan Stevens, Ian McKellen, Stanley
Tucci, Ewan McGregor and Emma
Thompson to name a few), it was
more like they were fitting into old
shoes that didn’t really quite fit, or
at least have the same magic that the
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Netflix’s ‘The Crown’ and becoming God

W

hen I forget that God’s
dream for my life is deification — to share in his
divinity — my Christian life feels
boring and burdensome, but when I
grasp this
FATHER truth, my
RYAN
spirit soars
O’NEILL and I dive
deeply into
Guest Column
my ChrisFather O’Neill is the
tian duties
vocations director for the
with joy. All
Archdiocese of Denver.
the difficult
decisions and sacrifices make sense.
This reality came into full relief
recently in the Netflix original series
“The Crown,” which portrays the life
of Queen Elizabeth II of the United
Kingdom. In the episode “Smoke &
Mirrors,” we witness the coronation
of young Queen Elizabeth and the
contest in her own heart between
her two identities: old Lilibet, wife of
Duke Philip, and the new Queen Elizabeth, the divinely anointed head of
the church and state.
Elizabeth accepts her vocation as
queen in contrast to her uncle David,
the Duke of Windsor, who was next
in line to receive kingship, but chose
to abdicate the throne “for love.” The
Duke gave up his royal birthright

original cast of voices had. It was stiff;
there was no way they could really
become the characters. Rather than
seeing “Belle” the character, you saw
Emma Watson saying Belle’s lines. It
wasn’t really Lumiere, it was Ewan
McGregor with a fake French accent.
Still, it’s really fun. It’s a Disney
princess story. It’s worth seeing.
There wasn’t really anything new
about the story, no new themes
explored. But the same themes you
see in the original, themes of true
love being shown as a love that’s
freely chosen, love as sacrifice, love as
redeeming — that’s all still there.
More importantly, depending
on the age of your children, I think
watching this film with your kids
presents a good opportunity.
This movie can be a conversation-starter for you and your children; no movie should be the one
teaching them about the world. Parents are the primary educators, and
this film can be a teaching moment.

"The
Crown"
paints a
struggle
between
identities.

to marry a divorced woman, which
violated the laws of succession and
essentially kicked him out of line.
Immediately after witnessing the
anointing, vesting and crowning of his
niece Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of
Windsor poignantly declares, “Behold,
we have made her a goddess!”
As head of state, Queen Elizabeth
is forced to make difficult decisions
that cause marital strain and family
tension. Queen Mary, Elizabeth’s
Grandmother, warns Elizabeth that
as queen, there will be a continual
conflict between the old Elizabeth
and the deified Elizabeth, the queen.
The two identities will be at war with
each other, yet the crowned Elizabeth
must always win. Why? Not for duty’s
sake, Queen Mary goes onto explain,

Homosexuality is something they
will be not able to hide from in the
world; even if they don’t see this
movie, they will see it everywhere
else, and avoiding the topic may just
teach them to avoid people they meet
in everyday life.
On the other hand, if your children
are old enough to have a talk with
you, you can use this film as a starting
point to discuss the Church’s beautiful teaching on human sexuality,
and how to see this topic — and more
importantly, people who struggle
with it — through the Catholic lens.
By doing this you will equip our
next generation of Catholics with a
truly Catholic way to encounter the
world, which is to engage it, both
through thoughtful, educated discussion, and through unconditional love.

"Beauty and the Beast," directed
by Bill Condon, opened March 17.

but because the monarchy is a vocation from God and she has been not
appointed but anointed in her position.
Elizabeth as queen is now beholden to
God and not to anybody else. Therefore,
the crown under God must always win.
As I saw Elizabeth anointed and
crowned in all her royal British glory
it dawned on me that my destiny
through my baptism was not dissimilar to Queen Elizabeth’s coronation.
Through my baptism, I too have been
anointed by God, and he desires that I
become like him in heavenly glory.
But here is the difficult part: Am I
going to let “the crown” win in that
internal conflict raging in my own
heart? Is the old self or the baptized
self going to win? Will I make difficult
decisions because I know they are

right and good according to God, like
Queen Elizabeth, or will I abdicate my
vocation, so I can do what I want to
do, like the Duke of Windsor who gave
up his right to be crowned king?
I ask every baptized Christian to
consider the great glory we are destined
for in our own deification, if we are but
willing to make the difficult decisions in
life that will always seek God’s will first.
Too often I find myself resentful of my
Christian morals and duties, but when
I am reminded of the beautiful plans
that God has for me, then I am resolved
to fight the good fight in my own heart
between the old self and the Christ self.
I leave you with two images. The
Duke of Windsor at the end of the episode is alone on a gray morning playing his bagpipes to a mournful tune
with tears running down his face. We
see a man who regrets his decision to
give up the glory of his vocation for
the fleeting pleasures. The second
image is the beautiful golden dress of
Elizabeth draped over her shoulders
with a magnificent crown two sizes
too big on her head, a scepter in one
hand, an orb in the other, and a look
of serene power on her face.
Who will you choose to be? God
desires to plan your coronation in
heaven, if you will allow him.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

