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C

atholic millennials struggle with
dating.
Somewhere between trying

to avoid an aggressive “hookup culture” — short-termed casual flings
focused on physical intimacy without

the commitment — and
dating with the intention of
finding their spouse, their
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Christian persecution challenges and strengthens

W

e live in a time of heroic
witnesses who are giving
their lives or suffering for
the faith, but few people know it. As
Pope Francis recently said, “The martyrs of today are more numerous than
those of the first century.” Rather
than discourage us, their witness
should strengthen and challenge us.
I recently learned that the 2016
report from Open Doors showed that
the persecution of Christians not only
increased in places like Syria or Iraq,
but that it is also on the rise in places
like Mexico, India and China. In fact,
the report found that worldwide, 215
million Christians experienced some
form of persecution last year, making
Christianity the most persecuted
faith. The Vatican-based news agency
Fides also reported that 28 Catholic
pastoral workers were killed in 2016.
That so many Christians are suffering provokes several thoughts. The
first is the famous quote from Tertullian, who said, “The blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church.”
Certainly we see this with Christ’s
death and resurrection, which made
our salvation possible. We also see
it in more modern examples like St.
Maximilian Kolbe or Bl. Miguel Pro,
whose examples have inspired countless people to deeper faith.
The strength of faith and love for
Jesus that every martyr shows is truly
a gift. Who could not be moved to
hear how the Egyptian martyrs cried
out, “Jesus” as they were beheaded by

ISIS? But why would God allow this
to happen to his most loyal followers?
We find the answer in the Gospel.
Jesus tells us that people hated
him because he exposed their deeds
as evil. The world, he said, will hate
his followers for the same reason.
In the Gospel of John we read, “And
this is the verdict, that the light came
into the world, but people preferred
darkness to light, because their works
were evil. For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does
not come toward the light, so that
his works might not be exposed” (Jn
3:19-20).
Today many prefer the darkness
of sin to the truth of the Gospel, the
truth that will set them free, Jesus
Christ. Even many Christians want
to have one foot in the Gospel and
one foot in the world by condoning evil with a false understanding
of mercy, compassion, and love.
Nowhere in the Gospel do you find
Jesus condoning sin in the name of
mercy. True mercy always transforms the human heart, as it exposes
it to the unconditional love of Jesus
Christ so that the sinner may weep
for his sins and know the freedom
and new life that comes from being
forgiven. The persecuted Church
reminds us that Jesus’ mercy prevails
in darkness, but it doesn’t pretend
that darkness is light.
Jesus further teaches, “If the world
hates you, realize that it hated me
first. If you belonged to the world, the

world would love its own; but because
you do not belong to the world, and I
have chosen you out of the world, the
world hates you. … If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute you. …
And they will do all these things to
you on account of my name, because
they do not know the one who sent
me. If I had not come and spoken to
them, they would have no sin; but
as it is they have no excuse for their
sin. Whoever hates me also hates my
Father” (Jn 15:18-23).
Yes, these are strong words of
Jesus, and they are words that cannot
be ignored in the times in which we
live. We can never water down the
Gospel or think the Gospel is soft.
In his first month as pope, Benedict XVI offered advice to a group of
German youth that we should take to
heart. He said, “The ways of the Lord
are not easy, but we were not created
for an easy life, but for great things,
for goodness.” Just as the Father sustained Jesus in the darkness of the
Cross, so too, does he sustain us today
in the darkness in which we live.
With God’s grace, the Holy Spirit
living in us, each of us can stand in
solidarity with our persecuted brothers and sisters by being a light for
those around us. To be a light means
speaking about the truth and freedom
that we have discovered in Christ. It
also means naming the evil that we
encounter and loving those ensnared
by it, “accompanying” them in the
words of Pope Francis to lead them to

the encounter with Jesus Christ, who
is the only one who can set them free
and bring light to their darkness.
In a January 2016 video from
the EUK Mamie Foundation called
“Wake Up,” Archbishop Amel
Shamon Nona, then-Eparch of Mosul,
Iraq offered this advice to believers
throughout the world, “You can help
us by building a more active and courageous Christian society, which is
active, brave. You have to evangelize
your society again with courage, without any fear of saying, ‘We’re Christians.’” To build a Christian society
is possible only if we live our faith in
the world and name evil and sin for
what it is. It means putting Jesus first,
before the ways of the world. This
must always be done with charity, and
we must know Jesus deeply and have
first encountered him ourselves.
Besides bringing God’s light to our
society, believers should also express
their solidarity with the persecuted
by giving voice to their suffering. Justice demands that we support them
with our prayers, resources and by
calling upon our government and the
world to protect the common right to
religious liberty.
The witness of the thousands of
martyrs who died in 2016 challenges
each of us to a deeper faith that is able
to respond to the darkness with God’s
love. May the Holy Spirit stir into
flame his gifts in our hearts and souls
so that we may proclaim with boldness the joy of the Gospel!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
FEB. 11: Mass, Catholic Biblical School’s
Servant of the Word Workshop, Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn (11 a.m.);
Mass, 100th anniversary of Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, Wiggins (5 p.m.)

FEB. 15: Fifth-Grade Liturgy, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)

FEB. 12: Mass, St. Helena Parish, Fort Morgan
(9 a.m. and 11 a.m.)

FEB. 18: Mass and Confirmation, Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, Foxfield (10 a.m.)

FEB. 14: Mass with seminarians and faculty,
Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel, St. John
Paul II Center (5:30 p.m.)

FEB. 25: Transitional diaconate ordination,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10 a.m.)

FEB. 17: Fifth-Grade Liturgy, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila visits with two students of Sacred Heart of
Jesus School in Boulder as they work on computers. photo by andrew wright
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Vatican Notes

Pope Francis: Jesus
was concerned
with people,
not popularity

J

esus wasn’t worried about his
polling results, Pope Francis
said Jan. 31 — instead, he was
concerned with each and every person,
seeing everything about them, even
those things which were seemingly
small or inconsequential.
“Statisticians might have been
inclined to publish: ‘Rabbi Jesus’ popularity is falling.’ But he sought something else: he sought people,” the Pope
said during Mass at Casa Santa Marta.
“And the people sought him. The
people had their gaze fixed on him, and
he had his fixed on them.”
People might be tempted to say, yes,
Jesus looks on the people, “on the multitude,” Francis said, but no, he looks
on each individual person. “This is the
tions
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Pope Francis at the general audience in the Paul VI Hall on Feb. 1,
2017. photo: l’osserVatore romano

peculiarity of Jesus’ gaze,” he explained.
“He does not standardize people; He
looks at each person.”
In the book of Hebrews, it says to run
the race of faith “with perseverance,
keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus,” he
said, adding that Jesus is always near
us, “always in the crowd.”
“The gaze of Jesus falls on both the
big and the small. That’s how Jesus sees
us all: He sees all things, but looks at
each of us. He sees our big problems,
our greatest joys, and also looks at the
little things about us.”
SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

Be a Part
of the Second Century
of the

Cathedral Basilica
of the

Immaculate Conception!!
Father Ron Cattany - Pastor and Rector
Your contributions will help repair
and replace the missing, cracked,
and broken stone and carvings
which have become a safety
hazard as we preserve
our historic and iconic
Cathedral Basilica
for the next 100 years.

Planning Your Will and
Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34
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COLLECTED
TO DATE:
$112,131

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com
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In-Depth

The Klan and why we
need Catholic media
BY KARNA SWANSON

F

karna.swanson@archden.org
@KarnaSwanson

ebruary is Catholic Press Month
— a time to recognize the value
and contribution of the Catholic press and to pray for its journalists
and editors. It’s also a time to recognize great chapters in the history of
the Catholic media, many of which, we
proudly report, have been written by
the nearly 117-year-old Denver Catholic.
The chapter that stands above all
others was recently recognized by the
Colorado Experience series on Rocky
Mountain PBS — the role of the Denver
Catholic Register in exposing and ultimately defeating the Colorado chapter
of the Ku Klux Klan in the mid-1920s.
The modern narrative of the Klan
tends to emphasize its activity in the
deep south during the civil rights movement of the 1960s, but Colorado, believe
it or not, had the second largest chapter
of the Klan in the United States in the
1920s, second only to its birthplace in
Indiana.
The Klan was so entrenched in Colorado that it was impossible to be elected
to political oﬃce or gain a leadership
position in the city’s institutions without
the backing of the Klan. It’s estimated
that at its height, the Klan in “Kolorado”
boasted a membership of about 35,000
to 40,000 members.
Businessmen, to show their support,
and also worrying about being targets
of powerful Klan boycotts aimed at
non-Klan members, would rename
their companies in such a way that it
was impossible not to know they were
members or friends of the Klan, such
as the Kanon Koal Kompany of Canon

City, Colorado.
We know that the Klan was racist.
What isn’t often mentioned is that the
Klan also targeted Catholics, who they
considered to be anti-American.
Gano E. Senter, a politician and
owner of a restaurant named Kool
Kosy Kafe, sold Cyana cigars (Catholics, You Are Not Americans). He was the
regional director of the Klan, while his
wife Lorena headed up the woman’s auxiliary, whose main issue was to ensure
that innocent white children were kept
out of Catholic orphanages.
BUY A CATECHISM!
The PBS documentary rightly named
the Denver Catholic Register, and its
editor, the newly ordained Father Matthew Smith (later Msgr. Smith), as one
who “made an intense effort to expose
the inner workings of the Klan,” and
who “kept fighting the Klan, constantly.”
For his efforts, he was, at least six times,
nearly run over in the streets.
The Register featured a steady stream
of stories about the Klan during 1924-25,
the peak years of control of the Klan in
Colorado. Many were national stories
that the paper followed closely, such as
the Klan’s efforts to push the national
expansion of Oregon’s anti-private
school legislation, which was ultimately
deemed unconstitutional. Klan members proposed similar laws, which would
make it illegal for parents to send their
children to anything but a public school,
in Washington State and Michigan.
One of the first mentions of the Klan
was Jan. 3, 1924, when the Denver Catholic Register published a front page story
with the headline: “Father Donnelly
Recommends Ten Cent Catechism for
Ku Kluxers Prospective Members.”

The paper reported that a Protestant minister attempted to explain the
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception in the Denver Express, a Ku Klux
Klan newspaper. Father J.J. Donnelly,
pastor of St. Francis de Sales, found the
explanation “Amusing, offensive, saddening!” He suggested that if the Klan
really wanted to know what Catholics
believe, then it should buy a Baltimore
Catechism. “It costs only 10 cents,” he
added.
GOOD INTEL
The Catholic newspaper was an early
target of the Klan’s bullying. A short
notice in the April 3, 1924, paper noted
that the Klan had been calling local businesses telling them not to advertise in
the Denver Catholic Register. “One of
the largest advertisers of the Register
told the KKK ‘phoner to go to — well,
where we don’t want to spend eternity,”
the paper reported in its characteristic
tongue-in-cheek style.
The boycott backfired, so another
plan was hatched. In June of that same
year, a group put together a list of 800
Catholic businessmen and printed at
the bottom of the list: “Do not patronize
heretics,” and “Only trade with Roman
Catholics.” The problem, according to
the story in the June 19 issue of the Register, is that Catholics normally didn’t
refer to themselves as Roman Catholics,
and they don’t refer to their Protestant
brothers and sisters as “heretics.” Whoever put the list together, the paper suggested, wasn’t even Catholic. So, who
wrote the list?
The Register doesn’t say, as the
issue was still under investigation, but
it did end the article with this thinly
veiled accusation: “The local Klan has
been under investigation from Atlanta
headquarters. The money-grabbers are
decidedly worried over the clownish
position and the constant slipping that
have characterized His Majesty’s efforts
in this section” (a reference to Dr. John
Galen Locke, the Grand Dragon of the
“Colorado Realm”).
In an article published in the Feb. 5,
1948, edition of the Register, Msgr. Smith
revealed that years after the Klan had
folded, he was told by former Klan leadership that his information on the inner
workings of the Klan was surprisingly on
target. They asked him how many spies
he had embedded in the organization.
He never had a spy, he wrote, just good
sources.
FAKE NUNS, MASS WINE
In 1925, the Register covered the proliferation of “fakers” who pretended to
be ex-priests or ex-nuns and who would

speak as “experts” at Klan events about
the Catholic Church and the depravity
of its priests. The worst offender was
“Sister Angel,” who said she was a Franciscan nun in Massachusetts for a year
in her 20s. She was 58 at the time. Her
talk was deemed by the Denver Catholic Register as the “lewdest lecture ever
given in the history of Denver.” The
paper refrained from going into detail,
for fear of being sent to jail for publishing
obscenities!
The most high-profile story covered
by the Denver Catholic Register was the
campaign launched by Klan-backed
Governor Clarence Morley to ban sacramental wine, which he announced in
his inaugural address in 1925. The total
ban would essentially prevent the celebration of Mass in the state of Colorado,
or at least the legal celebration of Mass
(our priests would have found a way to
continue offering the sacraments).
A strongly-worded editorial in the
May 1, 1924, edition of the Register
asserted that “wine in itself is not evil,”
and furthermore, the 2,000-year old
Catholic Church “does not need halfbaked theologians and newspaper writers to teach her morality.”
The stories of Father Smith on the
topic gained national attention and
sparked an outcry that was heard all
the way to Washington, D.C. The paper’s
unwavering stand was expressed in a
rallying cry dated Jan. 29, 1925: “We
stand ready, if needs be, to die or to rot
in jail.” The measure was ultimately
defeated, and it marked the beginning
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BLESSED

SACRAMENT

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

This 1927 cartoon, which
shows the Ku Klux Klan
chasing the Roman Catholic Church, personiﬁed
by St. Patrick, from the
shores of America, shows
how much of a target the
church was for the Klan.
Among the “snakes” are
various supposed negative
attributes of the Church,
including superstition,
union of church and state,
control of public schools,
and intolerance.
branFord clarke, wikimedia

of the end for the Klan in Colorado. They
had reached too far.
IT WON’T LAST
The greatest contribution of Father
Smith was his guidance to Catholics on
how to respond to such a real and tangible threat to the very existence of the
Church. At stake was the Church’s ability to educate its children in Catholic
schools, and celebrate Mass. These were
not small issues.
His advice was to not react, especially
not with violence, to remain vigilant in
exposing the Klan for what it was, and
to be patient.
“Such a movement cannot last,” he
wrote in an Aug. 14, 1924 article meant
to console Catholics following the
re-election of Mayor Ben Stapleton, at
the time a Klansmen (he later turned

on the Klan). “Founded on hate,
which is naturally repulsive to
the human heart; built on principles which must inevitably bring
discord among its own members,
it may get a temporary hearing
… but the air of America is too
friendly to permit such a disease
to last.”
“The way to fight such movements
as this one,” another editorial said on
Nov. 13, 1924, “is not by violence. That
only adds impetus to them. It gives them
favorable publicity as being persecuted.
Not only that, it is morally wrong.
“But at the same time we shouldn’t
sit back and hope to see them die a natural death. Too many people believe
that silence gives consent. An organized
system of publishing truth and facts
concerning the Church, that is what we
want.”
“If we spread truth among our
non-Catholic friends,” he added optimistically, “sooner or later they will realize
that such a movement as the Klan has
no place in our American institution.”
Wise words, published in a truly
Catholic newspaper. Long live a robust,
faithful, courageous Catholic press.

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Presents

NO PROBLEMS

JUST OPPORTUNITIES

Join us for an event with
nationally known speaker Justin
Fatica and the Hard as Nails
Team, who will bring a message
of HOPE that will change your
life forever. Be encouraged,
challenged and inspired like
never before, and realize just
how amazing you are!

10am – 12pm Grades 6-8 Assembly with other
schools
1:30 – 2:30pm K-5 Children’s Book Reading
6:30 – 8:30pm Youth & Parent Event $10 donation

February 14, 2017 • 1953 Elm St. • Denver, CO 80220

Beacon
HopeGala
of

2017

MARISOL SERVICES
Celebrate the Joy of Life

THANK YOU…

to all who were a part of our 6th Annual Gala on January 30th.
We deeply appreciate our sponsors, volunteers and attendees.
Catholic Charities’ expansion of Women’s Services under the name
“Marisol Services” and the launch of Marisol Health centers puts the
Church’s support for life-affirming care at every stage into action.

To learn more or to donate visit:

BOHGala.org

Beacon
HopeGala
of

2016Day Services
Independent Living Assisted Living Adult
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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Around the Archdiocese

Annual Mardi Gras

Prayer Breakfast
Being a Faithful Catholic
in a Secular Culture

February 28th, 2017
6:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Inverness Hotel
and Convention Center
200 Inverness Drive West
Englewood, CO 80122
For more information:
303.468.2934

HONORED GUEST SPEAKER

William Mumma

from the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty

www.augustineinstitute.org/mardigras
events@augustineinstitute.org

7 Reasons You Need
an Estate Plan
1.

PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of

2.

NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing

up to twelve months or more.
home costs, which average $8,000 per month in Colorado!

3.

DIVORCE: Up to 50% of your assets could walk out the door with
your ex in-law.

4.

REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger
instead of your children if your spouse gets remarried after your
death.

5.
6.

ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize federal estate taxes.
INHERITANCE: Prevent underage children or irresponsible
adults from spending their inheritance all at once.

7.

What do the Catholics say?
Communications team shares tips for getting
Catholic news
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

I

t’s no secret that the media landscape is a chaotic one these days,
and it can be hard to find news
sources you can trust for information
and analysis.
Fortunately for Catholics, the
number of faithful and robust Catholic news services is growing in number
and quantity. While one’s diocesan
newspaper is always a good source of
news, many solid options for national
and world news abound.
In honor of Catholic Press Month,
a few members of the communications team of the Archdiocese of
Denver picked their favorite sources
for Catholic news. Which one is your
favorite?
KARNA SWANSON
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS

INCAPACITY: Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive
guardianship proceeding if you become incapacitated.

JOSHUA KARABINOS
DIRECTOR OF
MARKETING
AND SERVICES

I thought NewAdvent.org was every
Catholic’s home page? The design is
perfectly no nonsense and gets you
immediately to what you’re looking
for. The curated material is updated
several times a day, and the site is
always on top of the latest breaking
news stories. It’s great Catholic content that’s typically peppered with
some funny or interesting secular links.
More than just news, NewAdvent.org is
better known to some as the best online
Catholic encyclopedia and a location
for many of the great works of the Catholic Church.
KELLY SEEMAN
OPERATIONS
MANAGER

Learn more about the benefits of having a Living Trust.

Call 303.736.6060 or go online to
www. ColoradoEstatePlan.com

Free Workshops on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Presented by Hammond Law Group
Register Today! Call 303.736.6060

Wednesday, February 22th

Saturday, February 25th

2:00 PM or 6:30 PM
Burns and Wilcox Center
7807 East Peakview Avenue
Suite 105
Centennial, CO 80111

10:00 AM
DoubleTree by Hilton
Denver Tech Center
7801 East Orchard Road
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Catherine Hammond, Attorney

“Our clients’ satisfaction
is 100% guaranteed!”

7807 E. Peakview Ave. • Suite 130 • Centennial • CO • 80111

www.ColoradoEstatePlan.com • 303.736.6060

I prefer primary sources for my
Catholic news, such as Vatican.va or
ZENIT; specifically, I prefer to receive
daily newsletters sent directly to my
inbox. These are the best sources I know
for finding out what the Pope is actually
saying and doing, and not just what one
reporter determined to be important.
For analysis of the latest issues, I frequent First Things, Crisis, Crux and
National Catholic Register.
ANDREW WRIGHT
DIRECTOR OF
DENVER CATHOLIC

I use the Flipboard app to get a variety of aggregated content that gives me
large exposure to stories from Catholic
News Service, Catholic News Agency/
EWTN News, National Catholic Register, ZENIT, the Vatican and Crux.
I also follow the Pope on Instagram
— just to stay up on what he’s up to.

I use an app on my iPhone called Laudate which offers links to various Catholic media sources. I find that the app is
helpful for browsing topics offered by
EWTN, Catholic TV and Vatican Insider.
I like the app because it offers multi-media news sources that I can either watch
or listen to. It even has a link to the Pope
App and an interactive rosary.
MIKE O’NEILL
ADVERTISING
MANAGER

I rely on the Denver Catholic for accurate reporting of the news. I find the
information contained in the pages of
the newspaper and the online articles
to be crucial reading for understanding happenings around the globe and
how they may affect the Catholic community of northern Colorado. I trust
its writers to distill, from the information available to everyone today, the
data for me on what I need to know.
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Providing Step By Step Real Estate Direction

PATRICK FINEGAN

AARON LAMBERT

DIGITAL
SERVICES

WRITER,
DENVER CATHOLIC

Our Team Has
17 YEARS
of Experience!
®

Rose P. Wickwire, Realtor CNE, CPRES, SRES
rose@thewickwireteam.com

Supporting your real estate needs from first time
home buyers – to TLC for seniors transitioning –
and everything in between!

(303) 906-6157

355 Union Boulevard, Ste. 315, Lakewood, CO ~ www.thewickwireteam.com

When it comes to Catholic news,
I have two go-to sources: National
Catholic Register and Aleteia. I’m very
impressed with the way National Catholic Register reports on issues of and
relating to the Church, and Aleteia has
solid, well-written content that often
relates the faith to trending topics. I say
this with the caveat that I don’t check
these sites daily; for day-to-day news,
Twitter does its job to keep me informed.

I use Twitter to find my news. I follow
various news outlets and high profile
accounts to discover relevant and
important news articles.
MORGAN ROSAND
PARISH
SERVICES

When it comes to staying updated on
Catholic news, I get my local updates
from the Denver Catholic and also frequent Catholic News Agency and ZENIT.

THERESE AAKER
WRITER,
DENVER CATHOLIC

KIM GRACE

I keep up with Catholic News Agency
via Facebook for the most part. I appreciate that they’re not only on top of
the latest in Catholic news, but they’re
also really great about having relevant
issues covered. They’re not scared of
shying away from controversial topics,
but they relate it through the voice of
the Catholic worldview.
BRETT BUSSEN

I like Aleteia for their short and relevant articles that are intriguing and
quick to read. I really appreciate the
variety of articles and videos they share
on Facebook, since that tends to be my
primary medium for news content.

Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

Travel with Father Wittouck & other fellow Catholics!

ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVE

$

Save

200

per couple*
To keep in touch with goings on close
to me, I read the Denver Catholic. Then
for my broader Catholic source, EWTN
offers updated stories of news happening nationally and internationally.
CLEMENTE
CARBALLO

DIGITAL
SERVICES

A place for reconnecting
With God.

Canadian Rockies Tour

14 days from $1,899* now $1,799*

ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVE

Surround yourself in the stunning scenery of the Canadian Rockies. Start in Seattle and travel through the lush Pacific Northwest
to Glacier and Waterton Lakes National Parks. Cross the Continental Divide enroute to Banff National Park. Visit Bow
Falls and Lake Louise as you journey the famed Icefields Parkway, where you’ll stop to enjoy an Ice Explorer excursion. Next
is exploring Jasper and Yoho National Parks, the Okanagan Lake Region, Kamloops and Vancouver. Return to Seattle
with sightseeing to complete your tour. Your Chaplain is Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, from Houston, Texas. A retired Army
Chaplain, he currently ministers for Magnificat House and in the Cypress Assistance Ministries. This will be his 11th trip
with YMT where he continues to impress and inspire our Catholic travelers. Departs July 21, 2017.

I trust the writers of El Pueblo
Católico to give news about the Catholic community of northern Colorado,
and I also rely on El Pueblo.com, or ACI
Prensa to get news about the Vatican
and the Pope.

*Prices are per person, double occupancy and do not include taxes & government fees of $159 per person. Add-on airfare is available. All special
offers apply to new bookings only made by 3/31/17 and are subject to availability. Single supplement applies. Prices shown are after Instant
Rebate is applied. Additional terms and conditions apply, visit ymtvacations.com or ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW:

1-877-230-1381

ymtvacations.com Mention promo code X6013

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House


February 24-26 ― Men & Women: Sr. Eileen Currie, M.S.C.,
Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J. & Pat Wight
Directed Prayer Weekend
Retreatants meet individually with a director















March 1 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Ed Kinerk, S.J.
Ash Wednesday
March 3-5 ― Women: Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
Lenten Retreat: Preparing for Rebirth
March 10-12 ― Nam và Nữ: Fr. Hanh D. Pham, S.J.
Lỗi Lầm Nhưng Được Chúa Thương Yêu
March 14 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Hanh D. Pham, S.J.
I Contemplate God As God Is Contemplating Me
March 17-19 ― Women: Fr. Vince Hovley, S.J.
Beauty, Friendship and Loss
March 23 ― Day of Prayer: Fr. Paul Patin, S.J.
Towards Renewing Our Baptismal Promises
March 24-26 ― Men & Women: Fr. Hanh D. Pham, S.J.
Untie Him and Let Him Go-John 11:44
Individually directed retreats available throughout the year.

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Helping You Honor Life

303.743.8804
HoranCares.com

«1

challenges are uniquely
nuanced from previous
generations. Where their
parents or grandparents married at
younger ages, this generation finds
itself marrying much later, if at all.
Generally, well-formed Catholic
young adults try to avoid “hooking up”
but find themselves unsure of what to
do instead. So, often a dating paralysis sets in, where single men don’t ask
women out and both men and women
passively wait for someone to magically
fall from the sky.
Finding a spouse has always been
simple (not to be confused with easy)
— and it may have been simpler in the
past. But if young people are willing to
overcome their dating challenges, good
and holy marriages can and do happen.
GOING ONLINE
One problem this generation faces is
meeting other like-minded people. While
meetings still happen, balancing time
between work and relationships plays
a factor into the dating culture, and for
some, the solution can be online dating.
But this in of itself proves a challenge
for Catholic millennials, too. There’s
still a nostalgia of having a romanticized story, and meeting someone
online doesn’t sound all that idealistic.
Online dating also has a stigma: some
perceive turning to the worldwide
web in the search of someone to love
as desperation.
“It shouldn’t have the stigma that
it does. We do everything else online,
and if you’re not in college, you’re
not around like-minded people your
age as much. Meeting people is hard,
and meeting at a bar kind of falls in
with the hookup culture,” said Jacob
Machado, who briefly used the online
dating site, CatholicMatch. “If we’ve
discerned our vocation and we’re confident in it, we should be actively pursuing it. But even knowing that, I still
feel uncomfortable.”
JUST A TOOL
Annie Crouch, who’s used CatholicMatch, as well as other dating apps,
thinks that it can be either a good tool
or a frustration, depending on its use.
“I think it’s good. [But] it can be used
poorly, it can encourage non-commitment, and you can start to see them
as not a person…if we’re not careful,”
Annie said.
One of the cons, Annie said, is that
it can become too easy to de-humanize people online with the availability
of so many options for matches. She
admitted that it’s become so easy to
filter through matches without even

photo: adobe stock

reading their bios, “reducing people to
their looks” — but being aware of that
tendency helps counter it.
Jacob also agreed that the perception of too many options to choose from
can paralyze people from committing
to relationships. With so much at our
fingertips, browsing for a date online
can indeed become “dehumanizing.”
“It’s not inherently bad, it’s how you
use it,” Jacob said.
MAKE THE LEAP
Another challenge millennials face
is making the jump from the digital
sphere to human interaction. While
it’s really easy to strike up a conversation with someone online, and even
feels less risky so that more people are
comfortable doing it, “at some point,
you have to be intentional and make a
move,” Jacob said.
Annie agreed that media can only go
so far to help relationships.
“[I think it’s important] to realize that it can only go so far, and not
using it as a crutch…make sure you’re
not replacing [in-person interaction].
Follow through and go out with people,
and put yourself out there,” Annie said.
EMBRACE YOUR DESIRE
But even in-person interactions
seem to suffer from a similar paralysis. Both Annie and Jacob recognized
that many Catholic singles seem to be
ashamed of or shy about their desire
for marriage and a family, which stunts
young people from asking each other
out on dates.
“There are two types of people at
young adult Catholic events: people
who are looking for their spouse, and
people who aren’t honest enough to
admit that they’re looking for their
spouse,” Jacob said.
Many men and women desire their
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March 1, 2017

“

There are two types
of people at young
adult Catholic events:
people who are looking for
their spouse, and people
who aren’t honest enough
to admit that they’re
looking for their spouse”

will become

JACOB MACHADO

New Name. Same Great Service.
Same Catholic Values.
See www.nufcu.com
for more information.

photo: adobe stock

vocation — so what’s the holdup?
“The big opposition with dating is
that guys don’t ask anyone out, or a
guy asks someone out and everyone
thinks he’s weird,” Annie said. “We’re
afraid of coming off too strong…we’re
embarrassed to admit that we want
marriage and children. That adds a lot
of pressure.”
Still, despite a seeming lack of Catholic singles with a courageous dating
mindset, good marriages are still being
made.
JUST ASK THE GIRL
Newlyweds Mark and Brianne Westhoff, who met in college but didn’t start
dating until several years after, struggled with dating paralysis before reconnecting with each other.
“This was something I experienced…I don’t know what else to call
it beyond over-discernment…because
[the vocation] is so important, people
can become paralyzed,” Mark said. “At
least for guys, they’d say, ‘Should I ask
her out?’ and then wait six weeks and
pray novenas. They ask God before even
asking her. The order should be, trust

God’s movement, then I’ll respond, see
what I learn and see what changes.”
Brianne, like many other Catholic
single women, was hardly asked out
before Mark. The paralysis, they both
agreed, stems from Catholic millennials not working with what God puts in
front of them.
“[A big challenge for millennials] is
not being in touch with reality. There’s
a lack of trust that what is happening
is reality,” Brianne said. “We don’t see
reality as an actual, concrete thing that
is good for me.”
The answer to this inactivity? Two
parts, acting and trusting. Relationships can’t be forced, but singles also
shouldn’t wait around passively, either.
“Ask her out on a real date,” Mark
said. “If it’s not good, then that’s fine.
You’re not asking her to marry you by
asking her out.”
“Be hopeful and understand that
God acts and that we can’t force it,”
Mark continued. “But don’t be paralyzed by that…we have to act ourselves
as well. And trust. Trust whatever is
happening in reality and act on what
is in front of you.”
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Supreme Court justice
nominee a testament
to Catholic education
Neil Gorsuch attended
Denver’s Christ
the King School
BY ROXANNE KING

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

he nomination of Coloradan
Neil Gorsuch for Supreme
Court justice during Catholic Schools Week appears to aﬃrm
the celebration’s 2017 theme: “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith,

Knowledge and Service.”
Gorsuch’s life exemplifies those
qualities, according to President
Donald Trump and Catholic educators.
Although Gorsuch attends an Episcopalian church in Boulder, he grew
up attending Christ the King Catholic School in Denver and a Jesuit high
school in Maryland.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila, who as
a parish priest in the ‘80s taught Gorsuch religion at Christ the King, was
delighted with his former student’s Jan.
31 nomination.
“I think it’s great that this has happened during Catholic Schools Week!”
the archbishop said of the news, which

was announced during the Jan. 29-Feb.
4 national observance.
Kevin Kijewski, the archdiocese’s
superintendent of Catholic Schools,
was equally elated.
“It’s great to see how a Catholic education, especially a Catholic education
from within our own Archdiocese of
Denver, can not only form and guide
students to succeed and be the best they
can be, but provide the moral judgment
and competence to play out in such a
highly visible and influential position.
“It is a testament to our schools and
to having a Catholic education,” he told
the Denver Catholic.
In a Feb. 1 interview with Fox 31,
Kijewski noted, “Catholic thought and
the Catholic intellectual tradition has
shaped him.”
Gorsuch, a Denver native and judge
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Tenth Circuit, graduated with honors
from both Columbia University and
Harvard Law School and earned a
doctorate in legal philosophy from
Oxford University. After law school,
he was chosen to be a law clerk to U.S.
Supreme Court Justices Byron White
and Anthony Kennedy. He is the son of
Anne Gorsuch, who was the first female

28 days of
GIVING HOPE
TO WOMEN WHO
ARE HOMELESS

Stock Photo

photo proVided

secretary of the Environmental Protection Agency.
“Judge Gorsuch was born and
raised in Colorado and was taught the

We are asking for
your love and support
during the month of
February. Please
consider a monthly
or one-time gift to
Samaritan House to
help the growing
number of women
experiencing
homelessness in
the Denver area.

Why Women Experience Homelessness
• Domestic Violence
• Poverty
• High Rents / Lack of Affordable Housing
• No Safety Net

Please Give Online Today!
Your gift provides food, shelter and access to services,
helping women in need regain their dignity and independence.

Visit: SamHouseDenver.org/28DaysofLove
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President Donald J. Trump has
nominated fourth-generation
Coloradoan Neil Gorsuch to be the
next Supreme Court justice Jan. 31.
Gorsuch grew up attending Christ
the King Catholic School in Denver,
and his eighth grade teacher,
JoAnn Ehrlich, remembers Gorsuch
as being “humble, honest and fair.”
File photo/ photo by drew angerer | getty images

value of independence, hard work and
public service. While in law school, he
demonstrated a commitment to helping
the less fortunate. He worked in both

law firm for any amount of money, but
what he wanted to do with his career
was to be a judge, to write decisions and
to make an impact by upholding our
laws and our Constitution.
“The qualifications of Judge Gorsuch
are beyond dispute,” he said. “He is a
man of our country and a man who our
country really needs and needs badly
to ensure the rule of law and the rule
of justice.”
JoAnn Ehrlich, who has taught at
Christ the King for some 25 years, was
Gorsuch’s eighth-grade teacher.
“I’m really proud of him,” she told
the Denver Catholic. “I was whooping

Harvard Prison Legal Assistance Projects and Harvard Defenders Program,”
President Trump said in his nomination. “He could have had any job at any

THE VINCENTIANS
WA L K I N G

W I T H

T H E

and hollering for him [Jan. 31] like he
had won the Super Bowl. Only it’s better
— it’s better that he may be a Supreme
Court justice.”
Ehrlich said the virtues of the eighthgrader she taught are evident in the man
she watched accept the nomination.
“I remember him as being humble,
honest and fair,” she said. “That’s what
I saw then, that’s what I see now.”
Not only was Gorsuch a good student
but he also had a great sense of humor
and was friends with everyone, Ehrlich
said. Even then, she saw “sparks” of his
judicial career choice.
“He loved talking about history or
government or politics,” she said. “He
was just a good kid, a really good kid.”
In accepting the nomination, Gorsuch expressed gratitude and humility.
“Standing here in a house of history,
and acutely aware of my own imperfections, I pledge that if I am confirmed
I will do all my powers permit to be a
faithful servant of the Constitution and
laws of this great country.
“I am so thankful tonight for my
family, my friends and my faith,” he
added. “These are the things that keep
me grounded at life’s peaks and have
sustained me in its valleys.”

EDUCATING AND FORMING PRIESTS
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
FROM 1904 – 1995.

P O O R

“It has been a joy for to have
shared St. Vincent’s love of
poor with so many priests
and people in the Archdiocese
and beyond.”

EDUCATING YOUNG PEOPLE FOR A CENTURY!
The Vincentian spirit has been part of the Catholic backdrop
of Denver for more than 100 years. Our priests and brothers
are men of humility and simplicity who make themselves
available to those who are materially and spiritually poor. In a
special way, this spirit is alive in the young people who work
with the Colorado Vincentian Volunteers, as they serve those
in need throughout Denver.

– Fr. Paul Golden, C.M.

Walking with the poor – it is our heritage since the time of
St. Vincent de Paul, our founder. Our Walking with the Poor
campaign will help fund ministries here and build Catholic
schools in Kenya. To help us celebrate 200 years of service
in the United States or to learn more about how you can help,
visit www.vincentian.org/200years.html.

CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION WESTERN PROVINCE

●

13663 Rider Trail North

●

Earth City, MO 63045

●

vincentian.org

●

314.344.1184
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Catholic health networks opt-out
of physician-assisted suicide law
BY AARON LAMBERT

L
We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

ocal Catholic hospitals are exercising their right to opt-out of
participating in the Colorado
End-of-Life Options Act — known
during the election cycle as Proposition 106 — which legalizes physician-assisted suicide in Colorado.
The aid-in-dying law contains a conscience clause, which allows doctors
and providers to opt-out of writing a
prescription for life-ending medication.
Citing this clause, three of Colorado’s major health networks — SCL
Health, Centura, which are both faithbased, and HealthONE, which is not
— have announced that they will not
participate in assisted suicide. In total,
these three networks account for nearly
one-third of Colorado’s hospitals.
What this looks like for each of the
networks varies slightly; in the case of
SCL Health, it means that doctors and
providers employed by its hospitals and
clinics are prohibited from administering life-ending prescriptions to patients
seeking physician-assisted suicide.
“SCL Health caregivers will continue
to provide other requested end-of-life
and palliative care services to patients
and families,” the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth health system issued in
a statement on its website. “Any of our
patients wishing to request medical aidin-dying medication will be offered an

opportunity to transfer to another facility of the patient’s choice.”
SCL Health, which oversees Good
Samaritan Medical Center, St. Joseph
Hospital, Lutheran Hospital and a
dozen other hospitals and clinics, is a
faith-based, Catholic health network,
as is Centura Health, which issued a
statement of its own.
“Centura Health has a long tradition of believing in the sanctity of life,
extending compassionate care and
relieving suffering,” it said. “As permitted by the statute, Centura Health
has opted out of participating in the
Colorado End-of-Life Options act.”
The hospital network said in the
statement that it will continue to provide “palliative care, hospice care, spiritual care services and mental health
services, so patients and their families
may live with dignity until the patient’s
time of death.”
Not everyone agrees that these new
policies are legal.
In an interview with Stat News,
Compassion & Choices national director of policy and programs Kat West
said, “From what we’ve seen, it appears
that Centura’s and SCL’s policies go
beyond what is allowed under the law,”
and commented that a legal challenge
is “a distinct possibility.”
As of this writing, Catholic Health
Initiatives, which has its headquarters
in Englewood and operates 104 hospitals in 18 states, has not issued a policy
on the End-of-Life Options Act.

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

ABUSE/NEGLECT REPORTING CHECKLIST
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Suspicion of abuse/neglect is all that is necessary to report.
Reports are confidential.
You will be asked to describe your concerns about the child/
adult and it will be helpful if you can provide the person’s
name, age, address, gender, school, and names of parents.
Is there immediate danger?
• YES-CALL 911
• No-call 1-844-CO-4-KIDS or local law enforcement
Did I get the name and contact of the person I made the report to?
Did I contact the Archdiocese Victim Assistance
Coordinator at 720-239-2832?
Did I file the abuse reporting form with the
Office of Child and Youth Protection?
Did I notify my supervisors?
Is any other action necessary?

photo by daniel petty

Local Catholic hospitals have opted-out of participating in the Colorado
End-of-Life Options Act.

13

DENVER CATHOLIC | FEBRUARY 11-24, 2017

St. Mary Catholic School
2017-2018
Enrollment Information

St. Mary Catholic School is now
accepting registrations for the 2017-18
school year for grades Preschool - 8th,
featuring our new full day classes for
preschool designed to meet your
family's needs.

Colorado’s current, former bishops
respond to executive order on refugees
Colorado’s bishops have responded to President Trump’s executive
order that halted admissions to the U.S. for refugees and immigrants
travelling from seven Muslim nations in the Middle East.
photo by chris mcgrath | getty images

BY AARON LAMBERT

T

he current bishops of Colorado,
as well as two of Denver’s former
bishops — Archbishops Charles
J. Chaput and José H. Gomez, and Bishop
James D. Conley — have responded to
President Donald J. Trump’s recent
executive orders regarding immigration
and refugees.
In a joint statement issued Jan. 30,
Colorado’s bishops Samuel J. Aquila of
Denver, Michael J. Sheridan of Colorado
Springs and Stephen J. Berg of Pueblo
addressed President Trump’s executive
order on refugees, which halted admissions to the U.S. from seven Muslim
nations — Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Somalia, Yemen and Libya — for up to 120 days.
“As bishops of Colorado, we believe in
the human dignity of every life, including the lives of the refugee and immigrant,” the statement said. “We support
the United State’s leadership on refugee
protection, which both Democratic and
Republican administrations have upheld
for decades. It is our strong desire that
the current administration will continue
to support this much-needed refugee
program while continuing to advance
the safety and security of the rigorous
vetting process that refugees must go
through to enter the United States.”
Two of Denver’s former archbishops took similar stances on the order.
Archbishop Chaput of the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia served as archbishop of
Denver from 1997-2011, and he wrote in a
column published Jan. 31 that Catholics
have a moral obligation to stand up for
immigrants and refugees.
“There are few embodiments of the
weak more needy or compelling than

refugees,” he wrote, and continued that
as a result of the order, “…The human
damage has been painfully bitter: dislocated families, refugees and legal immigrants sent home or turned back, and
intense fear in urban immigrant communities like Philadelphia.
“We’re living through an irrational
and dangerous time in the life of the
nation. … But if our differences are
intractable, the very last people who
should bear the cost of the current civil
war are refugees.”
Archbishop Gomez of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles penned a column
Jan. 31 in which he said he was “pleased
that one of the orders will mean that our
country will finally begin giving priority
to helping Christians and other persecuted minorities,” but still expressed
concern with the orders in question.
“Those moments in history that we
are least proud of are moments when
we closed our borders and our hearts
to the sufferings of innocent people,”
Archbishop Gomez wrote.
Additionally, Catholic Social Services of Southern Nebraska, the board
of which Bishop Conley of the Diocese
of Lincoln serves on, also issued a statement expressing concerns with the executive order.
“...The recent refugee-related executive order may cast undue suspicion
on our neighbors who have already fled
persecution and arrived in the United
States, and cause undue hardship on our
brothers and sisters who are living in
desperate situations around the world,”
the statement said. “...This executive
order, while it may have good intentions,
is unnecessary and we pray it will be
lifted at the earliest possible moment.”

The following items will be
needed for registration:
a copy of the student’s birth
certificate, a copy of the
Baptismal certificate and
the registration fee of $175
for the first child and $155
for the second child
(if applicable).

St. Mary Catholic School
6833 South Prince Street
Littleton, Colorado 80120
303.798.2375
littletoncatholicschool.com

Saints Peter & Paul
Catholic School?

Enrollment & Application For The 2017 - 2018
School Year Now Being Accepted!
Night To Remember Gala Honoring
Pat Glassmeyer – February 25
Pre-School & Kindergarten Discovery Day –
Saturday, March 11
Preschool to 8th Grades
• Rigorous academics emphasizing truth, goodness, & beauty.
• Nurturing a family-like environment.
• Authentic Catholic faith formation imbued with Carmelite spirit.
• Financial Aid & Scholarships available.
• Centrally located, 6 miles from downtown Denver.
Private tours also available.
Please call for reservations.

3920 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
www.sppscatholic.com

(303) 424-0402
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Catholic Schools
Week mania

T

he week of Jan. 29 marked
Catholic Schools Week, and it
certainly was a busy one this
year. Special masses and celebrations
happened all week at each of the schools
around the archdiocese, and though it
was impossible to be at every event,
Denver Catholic managed to capture
a few of the festivities. God bless our
Catholic schools!

photo by andrew wright

ABOVE: Superintendent Kevin
Kijewski shows off the Governor’s
proclamation of Catholic Schools
Week with Colorado senator and
Catholic Kevin Priola.

See a full photo gallery at
denvercatholic.org.

photo by andrew wright

LEFT: Bishop Machebeuf High
Schools students and faculty
joined Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez
and superintendent Kevin Kijewski
at the State Capitol Jan. 31 for the
proclamation of Catholic Schools
Week.

Students of St. Francis de Sales
pray during the all-school Mass
Feb. 1.

photo by andrew wright

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
greets a student at Sacred Heart of
Jesus School in Boulder Feb. 2.

photo by nicole withee

Students of Sacred Heart of Jesus sing during Mass.

photo by andrew wright

Bishop Rodriguez speaks to the students at St. Mary of Littleton during
the all-school Mass Feb. 2.

photo by andrew wright
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Get Involved
FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

10th annual Great Debate:
“Catholic feminism: Is the
Church anti-woman?”

Defund Planned
Parenthood rally
11 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Planned
Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver.
Pro-life leaders in Washington are
fighting to strip Planned Parenthood,
the nation’s largest abortion chain, of
their federal funding. Join with other
rallies around the nation on Feb. 11 as
they demand the immediate defunding
of Planned Parenthood! Visit
protestpp.com for details.
FEBRUARY

Theology on Tap

23 7 p.m., CU Boulder, Math 100, Boulder, $5 (free for CU students). The 10th
annual Great Debate will feature Professor Mary Anne Case of the University of
Chicago and Erica Bachiochi of the Ethics and Public Policy Center debating the
topic: “Catholic Feminism: Is the Church Anti-Woman?” For more details, contact
303-443-8383 or scott.powell@thomascenter.org, and get tickets at
thomascenter.org/greatdebate.
FEBRUARY
WAYS TO SERVE
11

Lunch in the Park with
Christ in the City
Every Wednesday
and the 2nd Saturday
of every month, Help
the CIC missionaries
serve a meal to their
friends on the street.

Food Unloader at Little
Flower Assistance
Center - Aurora
Volunteers needed
to help unload the
food donations
from trucks for the
food pantry at Little
Flower Assistance
Center in Aurora.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org.

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities,
contact Rebecca
at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

	St. Valentine’s Dinner
at Centro San Juan
Diego

6 p.m., Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence
St., Denver, $80 per
couple. Looking for
early Valentine’s Day
plans? Head down to
Centro San Juan Diego
for a special Valentine’s
dinner and a talk by
Maria del Carmen Alva.
For more details, contact
Paulina at 303-2959470 x106 or paulina.
medina@archden.org.

13 7 p.m., The Irish Snug, 1201 E. Colfax Ave., Denver. Theology on Tap continues
its “Reasons to Believe” series. For more details, contact Mary at
mary.mcgeehan@archden.org.
23

In IPSO’s Silent Retreat

2/23 - 2/26, El Tesoro
Retreat Center,
232 Blossom Road,
Woodland Park, $295.
Prepare to enter the
season of Lent with a
four-day silent retreat.
For more details,
contact Dana Stur at
720-231-2660 or dana@
vitainipso.org, and
register at vitainipso.org.
25 	Diaconate Ordination
10 a.m, Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver.
One man studying for
the priesthood at Pope
St. John XXIII Seminary
in Boston and two men
at Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary
— Darrick Leier, Angel
Perez Brown and
Roberto Rodriguez —
will be ordained to the
transitional diaconate.

28 	Mardi Gras Prayer

Breakfast

6:30 a.m. - 9 a.m., The
Inverness, 200 Inverness
Drive West, Englewood,
$50 per person, $75
per couple. Join the
Augustine Institute for
the Rosary, Mass, and
breakfast on the final
day before Lent. This
year’s guest speaker
is Bill Mumma of the
Beckett Fund. For more
details, contact 303468-2934 or events@
augustineinstitute.
org, and visit
augustineinstitute.org/
mardigras for tickets.
MARCH
10 	Women’s Journey

Retreat

3/10 - 3/12, YMCA of
the Rockies, 2512 Tunnel
Rd., Estes Park, $100$295. Msgr. Ken Leone
and Fr. John Lager
invite all women to the

17th Women’s Journey
Retreat to be held at
the YMCA in Estes Park
March 10-12. The theme
is “Rise and do not
be afraid.” For details
and to register, visit
coloradocatholicretreats.
org by March 5.
25 Inaugural Catholic
Women’s Conference
8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Our
Lady of Loreto Parish,
18000 E. Arapahoe
Rd., Aurora, $55. All
women are invited
to the first Catholic
Women’s conference.
Keynote Speakers are
Kelsey Bob of FOCUS
and Terry Polakovic,
co-founder of ENDOW.
Details and registration at
denvercatholicconference.
com.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classiﬁeds

photos proVided

From Naval
oﬃcer to
Benedictine
nun
The paths God leads his
people on often take unexpected turns; for Sister Elizabeth Baumgartner, however,

she never could have imagined
going from active duty to a life of
prayer.
Sister Baumgartner made her
solemn vows and consecrated her
life to God as the newest professed
Benedictine nun at the Abbey
of St. Walburga Nov. 6. Before
entering the monastery in August
2008, she spent 15 years on active
military duty as a Naval oﬃcer —
seven years as a communications
oﬃcer and eight years as a Cryptologic oﬃcer. She served both
on shore and on ships and was

stationed all around the world
throughout her career.
Now, she will spend the
remainder of her days on earth
serving the Lord, the Church and
the community.
“I pray that I … [bring] Christ
to those around me,” Sister
Baumgartner said. “To be a faithful Benedictine nun, preserving
the ‘school of the Lord’s service’
all the days of my life.”
She received her religious
name, Elizabeth, when she made
her first vows, and it was only
fitting that it fell on the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John
the Baptist.
“My patroness is St. Elizabeth, mother of St. John the
Baptist, so it was very beautiful
that the Abbess chose the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John
the Baptist as the date of my first
profession of monastic vows,”
she said.

Augustine Institute
launches new audio
drama series
The Augustine Institute has
quickly become a leader in Catholic
media, responsible for several successful video series and the online
content platform FORMED, and now
they’re trying their hand in a new
medium: audio drama.
Called the Augustine Institute Radio
Theatre, the first
series launched
on EWTN
Global Catholic Radio Oct.
2, and is a
10-part
series that
retraces the
life of St. Francis of Assisi, directed by
Paul McCusker. McCusker was the
writer/director behind the ever-popular Adventures in Odyssey series created by Focus on the Family, and converted to Catholicism in 2009. There
are plans to release a second series
about St. Patrick this year on, fittingly, St. Patrick’s Day.
To learn more about AI Radio Theatre and to order a copy for yourself,
visit augustineinstitute.org/
air-theatre.

EVENTS
EVENTS

CEMETERY
CEMETERY PROPERTY
PROPERTY

FIRST ANNUAL DENVER CATHOLIC
FIRST ANNUAL DENVER CATHOLIC
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE - Sat., March
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE - Sat., March
25th at Our Lady of Loreto. $45 Early Bird

MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Put your
MT. OLIVET CEMETERY - Put your
loved one to rest in a beautiful, peaceful,

25th at Our Lady of Loreto. $45 Early Bird
price through Jan. 25th! To register online,
price through Jan. 25th! To register online,
visit: denvercatholicconference.com
visit: denvercatholicconference.com

loved one to rest in a beautiful, peaceful,
well-established area - Sect 29, Blk 3, Lot
well-established area - Sect 29, Blk 3, Lot
40, Gr 8. Valued at $3500; my price is just
40, Gr 8. Valued at $3500; my price is just
$3200 OBO, incl trans fee. Please call 916$3200 OBO, incl trans fee. Please call 916574-9404. (ST)
574-9404. (ST)

PRAYERS
PRAYERS

MT.
adjoining
MT.OLIVET
OLIVETCEMETERY
CEMETERY -- Two
Two adjoining

PRAYER
PRAYERTOTOTHE
THEBLESSED
BLESSEDVIRGIN
VIRGIN
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rareoffering:
offering:two
twoadjoining
adjoining crypts
crypts atat
eye-level
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Tier
B
in
desirable,
eye-level on Tier B in desirable, sold-out
sold-out
Madonna
MadonnaMausoleum.
Mausoleum.Call
Call for
for further
further
information:
information:720-692-7476
720-692-7476 (MC)
(MC)

MT.
MT.OLIVET
OLIVETCEMETERY
CEMETERY

OhOhMost
MostBeautiful
BeautifulFlower
FlowerofofMount
MountCarmel,
Carmel,
Fruitful
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Splendor
of
Heaven,
Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven,Blessed
Blessed
Mother
Motherofofthe
theSon
SonofofGod,
God,Immaculate
ImmaculateVirgin,
Virgin,
assist
assistme
meininmy
mynecessity.
necessity.OhOhHoly
HolyMary,
Mary,
Mother
MotherofofGod,
God,Queen
QueenofofHeaven
Heavenand
andEarth,
Earth,I I
humbly
humblybeseech
beseechyou
youfrom
fromthe
thebottom
bottomofofmy
my
heart
hearttotosuccor
succorme
meininthis
thisnecessity
necessity(make
(make
request).
request).There
Thereare
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thatcan
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withstand
your
yourpower.
power.OhOhMary,
Mary,conceived
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sin,
pray
prayforforususwho
whohave
haverecourse
recoursetotothee
thee(repeat
(repeat
3 3times).
times).Holy
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Mother,I Iplace
placethis
thisprayer
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your
yourhands
hands(repeat
(repeat33times).
times).Say
Saythis
thisprayer
prayer33
consecutive
days.
Publish
it.
GP
consecutive days. Publish it. - GP

DONATIONS
DONATIONSNEEDED
NEEDED
DOMINICAN
DOMINICANHOME
HOMEHEALTH
HEALTHAGENCY
AGENCY
***
***AAVERY
VERYSPECIAL
SPECIALREQUEST
REQUEST***
***

Archden.org homepage gets a new look
In case you forgot about it, or just didn’t know, the Archdiocese
of Denver has a website, conveniently located at archden.org, and it
is a great resource for the faithful of northern Colorado. The homepage recently got a sweet-looking facelift, with more improvements
to come, so be sure to check it out! From a full list of Mass times to a
full directory of clergy, archden.org is the place to go if you have any
questions about the Catholic Church in northern Colorado.

crypts on Tier 4 at ground level in the soldcrypts on Tier 4 at ground level in the soldout Christ the King Mausoleum (Crypts 97 &
out Christ the King Mausoleum (Crypts 97 &
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Fast,
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TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, FEB 12
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de
los Santos

SUNDAY, FEB. 26
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro Panqueva

SUNDAY, FEB 19
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie
Schmitz

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Bishop Jorgé
Rodriguez

TOPLACE
PLACEAN
ANAD
ADOR
ORPUBLISH
PUBLISHAA PRAYER
PRAYER
TO
Call:303-715-3212
303-715-3212 | | Email:
Email:classifieds@archden.org
classifieds@archden.org
Call:
AdCost:
Cost:$7/line,
$7/line,55line
linemin.
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min.
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incorrectinsertion.
insertion.The
The publication
publication assumes
assumes no
no
We
financial
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for
errors
or
omission
of
copy.
The
Denver
Catholic
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financial responsibility for errors or omission of copy. The Denver Catholic reserves the
righttotoreject
rejectany
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right
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AIR DUCT CLEANING,
A/C & HEATING
ALL-CITY PRO SERVICES

REMODELING

WINDOWS

HELP WANTED, cont’d

AFFORDABLE FLOORING
AND REMODELING

LAW ONE

HONEST, EXPERT WORK
BEST PRICES - 303-249-8221

BEST PRICES - BEST WINDOWS
HONEST, EXPERT WORK
303-249-8221

HIRING HOMECARE!! Committed, car-

HEAT EXCHANGER EXPERTS OF
DENVER, INC. - Since 1957. Special for

HANDYMAN

NEED A LICENSED CONTRACTOR?
Big Basements s Peaceful Patios
Beautiful Baths s Gorgeous Decks
Classy Kitchens s Smart Siding
Fancy Roofs s Roomy Additions
CALL JAMES at 303-668-3973

ELECTRICAL
ALL ELECTRIC WORK - BEST PRICES
303-249-8221 - Also, remodeling and
repair - kitchens, bathrooms, basements.
Family business; Senior discount. Free
estimates.

BOB’S ELECTRIC 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-CATV-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCING
ALLPRO AFFORDABLE FENCE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492

• TREE TRIMMING AND
REMOVALS
• PLANTING
• SHRUB CARE
• STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393

FREE ESTIMATES

Classifieds

LEGAL SERVICES

Residential air duct cleaning. Half-price
special: up to 10 vents, $79. Clears out
dust, allergens and debris. Call today for
information: 303-947-2188.

CONTRACTOR

Service Directory |

FLOORING SERVICES
Hardwood, Carpet, Tile - Sales and
Installation. Wood floor refinishing!
15 years in business. Call 303-996-1021

Denver Catholic readers: 15% discount on
professional duct cleaning with A/C tune
up or 11-point furnace check included!!
Free estimates, 24-hour service. Family
owned and operated. Members of St.
Joseph Catholic Church for over 40 years.
Call 303-571-1171, No. CO 970-482-7520
For important info & latest news, visit
www.heatexchangerexperts.com

Events & Announcements |

HANDYMAN/ODD JOBS
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073

PAINT AND FIX UP NOW!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free estimates.
Call 303-249-8221

HAULING & JUNK
REMOVAL

Wills s Estate Administration s
Injuries Due To Negligence of Others
Joseph Elio, Member of St. Mark parish.
303.831.3813 s legalassistant@elawone.net
www.elawone.net

MDK REMODELING

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
SILVER CROSS
The “Go To People” who buy/sell new &
recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

PAINTING

HOUSE CLEANING
AS YOU LIKE IT CLEANING SERVICE
Offices & homes. Quality-Service-Bonded-References. “Your Priority List, Not
Ours”. Also, now hiring part-time helpers.
Call today 720-351-6004.

JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING
20 years experience. Excellent
references. No employees.
Cathedral parish member. Call
Jennifer at 720-254-7492

NOOK N CRANNY CLEANING
Reliable, friendly and affordable
services. SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY;
LET US DO THE WORK. Licensed/Bonded/
Insured. Please call 720-227-5564.

Kitchen, Basement, Bath,
Deck and Fences.
Full Residential Remodeling.
Call 303-641-9949

SUPERIOR HOME REMODELING, LLC
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

Family Business. Senior discount. New
windows or repair existing windows.

ing, dedicated male or female to provide
in-home care. Hours/live-in available.
Start now using your skills! Call 303-9881821, 8:30am-4:30pm for appointment.

HELP WANTED

LIVE-IN INTERN FOR THE LITTLE
FLOWER MATERNITY HOME - F/T with

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Dominican
Home Health Agency seeks personal care
providers to provide compassionate care
to our senior & disabled patients. Help
seniors live independently by assisting
with bathing, dressing, light meal prep &
other jobs in their home. Experience with
personal care preferred. No medical exp or
CNA license req’d. Flexible P/T work. Please
contact Dan at 303-322-1413 Ext. 24 or
email: dgrey@dominicanhha.org

PAINTING OR WINDOWS

ROOFING

Winter prices - $500 OFF. Interior or exterior house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

ANY WEATHER ROOFING &
FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC
GUTTERS - Quality work at a fair price on UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) - We are now

CUT RATE HAULING
Trash - junk - rubbish - clutter removal.
We’ll remove furniture, appliances, TVs,
mattresses, trees, yard debris, etc..
Please call Ruben at 720-434-8042

Remodeling and repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements. Family business.
Free estimates; senior discount.

PLUMBING
ALL PLUMBING JOBS 303-249-8221
BEST PRICES - HONEST
Also, remodeling or repair - kitchens,
bathrooms, basements, tile.
Family business. Senior discount.

roofing, gutters. Senior Citizen Discount.
Licensed & Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

DEPENDABLE ROOF & GUTTER
REPAIR - Repairs are all I do! Wind
damage and fix leaks. Gutter repair and
cleaning. 40 years exp. Free estimates.
Please call 720-209-4589

DRAIN, PLUMBING, AIR
CONDITIONING OR HEATING
PROBLEMS? 24 hours. 30 years

TILE

experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Call Cory at 303-422-3409

PLUMBING & SPRINKLERS - Free
instant quote! Disposals, faucets, water
pressure valves, drain cleaning, pipes,
water heaters, sump pumps, toilets,
sprinkler repair & install. Call 720-2980880. Visit www.vertecservices.com for
coupons!!

TILE/GROUT PROBLEMS

TREE SERVICE

hiring for these full-time positions:
Manager of Gift Operations, Sr. Director of
Philanthropy, Full Stack Web Developer,
Infrastructure Engineer, and Payroll
Specialist. For full job descriptions and to
apply, please visit our website at
www.focus.org/jobs.

HEAD BOY’S TENNIS COACH for
Mullen High School. Energetic and
committed with exp as head coach of
high school tennis preferred. Comprehensive up-to-date knowledge of tennis;
latest trends techniques, strategies, and
technical skills. Application deadline: Feb.
17, 2017. Submit cover letter, resume, and
three references to HR@mullenhigh.com

some flexibility in hours. All room & board
incl in a community serving homeless
pregnant mothers in Boulder County. Must
be pro-life, practicing Catholic. Call 720609-2934; www.littleflowermaternity.org

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR - Our Lady of
Loreto School seeks a full-time 9 month
director with at least 3 years supervisory
exp & 5 years direct professional exp in an
early childhood setting. Applicants must
have a Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree in
early childhood education or related field
of study w/minimum of 30 credits in ECE.
Send resume & cover letter by Feb. 24, 2017
to: JNorville@ourladyofloreto.org.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR
Bilingual English/Spanish, for Ascension
Church, Denver. Part-time with evening &
weekend work (potential for full-time).
Starts in March, apply now! Call Rossana or
Fr. Dan at 303-373-4950.

SECRETARY- Full-time with benefits
for Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception. Preferably Spanish/English
fluent. Please contact Mary Ellen Lederman
at melederman@denvercathedral.org or
call 303-839-0226.

HEAD GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL COACH
for Mullen High School. Energetic and
committed; exp as head coach of high
school volleyball preferred. Comprehensive up-to-date knowledge of volleyball;
latest trends, techniques, strategies and
technical skills. Application deadline: Feb.
17, 2017. Submit cover letter, resume and
three references to HR@mullenhigh.com

Tree pruning special, winter watering &
tree fertilization!! Comprehensive care
and maintenance. 23 years in business!
Free estimates. Call today: 303-456-6898

MILE HIGH
TREE
CARE, Inc.
“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”
LAWN CARE

DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
SENIOR DISCOUNT
Insured

SUBSCRIPTION
SERVICES
To start, stop
or change your
subscription...
CONTACT
303-715-3230
circulation@archden.org

70 Years • Family Owned
2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211
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Perspectives

Synod-talk, again

O

n January 13, the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops published a “preparatory
document” for the 2018 Synod on
Young People, Faith, and Vocational
Discernment. The
GEORGE document
WEIGEL begins well
enough,
The Catholic Diﬀerence
with a brief
George Weigel is a
meditation
distinguished senior
on St. John
fellow of the Ethics and
the Beloved
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
as the
model of a
young person who answers the call
to follow the Lord and makes a gift of
himself in evangelical witness. Sadly,
things go downhill from there. Rather
than pursuing that Johannine biblical imagery to explore the dynamics
of youthful faith in the twenty-first
century world, the Synod general
secretariat reverts to the sociologese
that marred the Instrumentum Laboris [Working Document] of the 2015
Synod, wandering rather aimlessly
through prolix discussions of “A Rapidly Changing World,” “New Generations,” “Young People and Choices,”
etc., etc.
It’s also noteworthy, if strange, that

the preparatory document comprehensively ignores the contemporary
saint who was a powerful magnet
for young people during his twentysix-year pontificate, John Paul II.
But surely there is something for the
world Church of the twenty-first century to learn from that experience.
I’ve been asked dozens of times
why John Paul was such a Pied Piper
for the young, especially when, in his
latter years, he didn’t look like what
youth culture imagines to be a “celebrity.” Two reasons strike me.
The first is that John Paul II transparently believed and lived what
he proposed. He didn’t ask young
people to bear any burden he hadn’t
borne, risk anything he hadn’t risked,
stretch themselves as he hadn’t been
stretched. Young people have a good
nose for fakery and there was nothing
false about John Paul II’s catechesis
and way of life: he transparently
walked the walk, living out the talk.
Then there was his refusal
to play the Pander Bear with a generation long accustomed to being
told how amazing it was. He held up
a higher standard, summoning the
young to risk the lifelong adventure
of heroic virtue. He knew they would
fail from time to time, just as he had.

But that was no excuse for lowering
the bar of expectation. Rather, it was
a reason to seek out the divine mercy
and re-encounter God’s truth: to
repent, confess, be forgiven, and then
try again, with the help of grace, to
grow into the sanctity that is everyone’s baptismal vocation. Never,
ever settle for anything less than the
spiritual and moral grandeur that
the grace of God makes possible in
your life: that was John Paul II’s challenge. A lot of young people found it
irresistible, at a historical moment
when youth ministry in the Church
seemed moribund and perhaps even
impossible.
The Synod preparatory document
ends with a proposed global survey
of the Catholic youth scene, full of
generic (and, alas, dull) questions. As
the Church prepares for Synod 2018,
there are at least two more urgent
lines of inquiry for our reflection.
The first involves All-In Catholicism vs. Catholic Lite. Why are the
growing youth movements in the
Church those that have embraced
the symphony of Catholic truth in
full? How do those movements create
vibrant microcultures in which young
people grow in their relationship
to Jesus Christ and are formed as

missionary disciples, offering healing
to the battlefield casualties of the
post-modern world? How does the
Church summon young people to be
countercultural Catholics, precisely
for the sake of converting the cultures
in which they find themselves?
The second set of questions
touches the Synod’s theme of vocational discernment and accompaniment. Here, the Church should
ponder why Catholic Lite religious
orders are dying, while religious
orders that try to live the evangelical
counsels and the consecrated life in
a distinctive way are growing. The
same seems true for seminaries. In
their case, how can rediscovering the
sacred character of the priesthood as
a unique participation in the priesthood of Jesus Christ be disentangled
from temptations to clericalism,
understood as a kind of ecclesiastical
caste system?
And as most young people will live
their Christian vocations as married
couples, not as priests or consecrated
religious, might Synod 2018 take the
opportunity to lift up the vocation to
marriage, not as an impossible ideal,
but as a holy challenge that can be
met through the power of the grace
that Christ never denies his people?

How we face death reveals our love for life

“E

ven the weakest and most
vulnerable, the sick, the old,
the unborn and the poor,
are masterpieces of God’s creation,
made in his own image, destined to live
forever, and
deserving of
GARY
the utmost
SCHAAF
reverence
and respect”
Guest Column
– Pope
Gary Schaaf is the executive Francis,
director for the Archdiocese
Day for Life
Mortuary and Cemeteries.
Greeting,
July 17.
As the executive director for the
Archdiocese Mortuary and Cemeteries, I have a unique vantage point
from which I reverently watch people
struggle with some of life’s most profound questions, including, “What
happens when we die?” On almost a
daily basis, I see people dealing with
the impact of losing a loved one, wondering what happens next. As though
life were an ocean, death seems to
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propel many people into deeper
waters.
What strikes me as obvious after
watching these families grapple with
the death of a loved one is the depth of
loss that is felt by all families, regardless of their loved one’s age. Our Catholic faith teaches us about the dignity
afforded each and every life. From
the widow who has lost her beloved

spouse after 50 years of marriage to
the young parents dealing with the
loss of their baby only months after
conception, we see real loss and real
grieving. We are reminded in each of
these circumstances that neither the
size, condition, nor age of one’s body
impacts the reality of their soul.
One day every month, we bury
babies who have died in utero. As sad
an event as this is, watching the reverence for the lives of these young souls
makes me deeply proud of my Catholic faith. Many families participate
in this service, which we provide at
no cost. It is clear that all present are
impacted and that not one of those
young souls will be forgotten. It is
also clear that the depth of loss is hard
to understand for someone who has
not experienced it — an observation
gleaned from watching the empathetic embraces between mothers
who are going through these services
at the same time.
Although diﬃcult in so many ways,

it is also moving to hear the stories of
those who have accompanied a loved
one at the end of a long life through
the suffering that so often accompanies death. Much more often than
not, we see how these diﬃcult trials
draw families together in ways that
were never anticipated. Frankly, we
see pure, self-sacrificing love on display in ways that words can only partially describe.
Observing the sacred moments
surrounding the deaths of the faithful
departed has only strengthened my
faith in our Church and our collective
mission to protect the lives of all who
are living, from the moment of conception through natural death.
Although I never anticipated my
job at a Catholic cemetery would so
significantly impact my perspective
on life, I feel privileged to have witnessed people of faith handle with
grace and courage the reality of death,
and further privileged to share those
observations.
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Thinking through the temptation of cohabitation
FATHER TADEUSZ
PACHOLCZYK, PH.D.
Making Sense of Bioethics
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., serves as
director of education at the National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org.

M

en and women clearly need
each other and naturally
gravitate towards arrangements of mutual support and lives of
shared intimacy. Because women are
frequently the immediate guardians
of the next generation, they have a
particular need to ascertain if there
will be steady support from a man
prior to giving themselves to him sexually. The bond of marriage is ordered
toward securing this critical element
of ongoing commitment and support. Cohabitation, where a man and
woman decide to live together and
engage in sexual relations without
marriage, raises a host of issues and
concerns. Sex, of course, has a certain
power all its own, and both sides may
be tempted to play with it in ways that
are potentially damaging, all the more
so when they decide to cohabit.
One concern is that cohabitation
can often become a rehearsal for various selfish patterns of behavior. It
perpetuates an arrangement of convenience, popularly phrased as, “Why
buy the cow when you can get the
milk for free?” Even as many women
try to tell themselves they are “preparing” for marriage by cohabiting
with their partner, they may sense the
trap of the “never ending audition”
to be his wife and become intuitively
aware of how they are being used.
Cohabitation also invites the woman
to focus on lesser concerns like saving
on rent or garnering transient emotional attention from her partner by
moving in with him and becoming
sexually available.
Even as a woman becomes attuned
to the power of sex from an early age,
she can eventually fall prey to an easy
mistake. Aware that sexual intimacy
is also about bonding, she may suppose that by surrendering this deeply
personal part of herself through
cohabitation, she now has a “hook”
into a man and his heart. While such
an arrangement can trigger various
platitudes, (that he “cares for her,”
“loves her”, etc.), experience shows
it doesn’t typically help him reach
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the commitment reflected in those
all-important words, “Will you marry
me?”
Cohabitation, in fact, is a relationship that is defined by a holding back
of commitment. The notion that it
somehow allows both parties to “try
out” a marriage beforehand is conveniently make-believe, a kind of “playing house,” mostly because it’s impossible to try out something permanent
and irrevocable through something
temporary and revocable. As Jennifer Roback Morse has described it,
“Cohabiting couples are likely to have
one foot out the door, throughout
the relationship. The members of a
cohabiting couple practice holding
back on one another. They rehearse
not trusting.” They don’t develop the
elements crucial to a successful marriage, but instead keep their options
open so they can always beat a hasty
retreat to the exit. Or as Chuck
Colson has put it: “Cohabitation — it’s
training for divorce.” Many studies
confirm that the divorce rate among
those who cohabit prior to marriage
is nearly double the rate of those who
marry without prior cohabitation.
Some researchers believe that
individuals who cohabit are more
unconventional to begin with, being
less committed to the institution of

marriage overall and more open to
the possibility of divorce. Others suspect something more insidious — that
living together slowly erodes people’s
ability to make a commitment by setting them up into patterns of behavior that work against succeeding in
a long-term relationship. Both may
actually be true.
Various risks correlate strongly
with cohabitation. Compared with a
married woman, a cohabiting woman
is roughly three times as likely to
experience physical abuse and about
nine times more likely to be murdered. Children also tend to fare
poorly when it comes to these live-in
arrangements. Rates of serious child
abuse have been found to be lowest
in intact families; six times higher
in step-families; 20 times higher in
cohabiting biological-parent families;
and 33 times higher when the mother
is cohabiting with a boyfriend who is
not the biological father. Cohabiting
homes see significantly more drug
and alcohol abuse and bring in less
income than their married peers.
Cohabitation is clearly bad for men,
worse for women and terrible for
children.
“Marriage,” as Glenn Stanton
notes, “is actually a very pro-woman
institution. People don’t fully realize

what a raw deal for women cohabitation is. Women tend to bring more
goods to the relationship — more
work, more effort in tending to the
relationship — but they get less satisfaction in terms of relational commitment and security.” While marriage
doesn’t automatically solve every
problem, it clearly offers a different
and vastly better set of dynamics
than cohabitation for all the parties
involved.
LETTERS

A big thank you for the article in
Denver Catholic [“Denver faithful
buy cows for African diocese,” Nov.
26] about the Mission Cooperative
Program and our support for Father
Crispin and the Diocese of Kibambe
in the Congo. To date we have raised
$1,800 additional funds for this mission effort because of the article in the
newspaper – thank you!!
AL HOOPER

CORRECTION
In the Jan. 28 edition, the Beacon of Hope Gala
was mistakenly listed on the “Get Involved”
page to be taking place Feb. 28. The event happened Jan. 28. Additionally, Archbishop’s Lecture Series was listed as taking place Feb. 27.
The event happened Feb. 7. We apologize for
the errors and any inconvenience this may have
caused.
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A SERIOUS
FIRM FOR
SERIOUS
CASES.
Insurance companies are often brutal,
but they’re not stupid. They know who
the serious firms are. The firms with
the legal firepower, resources and will
to take a case to trial and win if the
insurance company does not agree to
pay a full and fair settlement.
Dan Caplis has been representing
seriously injured people in Colorado
and across America for the past 29
years. He was recently selected as
one of TIME Magazine’s “Leaders in
Personal Injury”. Dan is part of a firm
which was recently named Lawyers of
The Year by Law Week, and as one of
the best law firms in America by U.S.
News & World Report.
Dan takes pride in making the vast
resources of his firm available to good
people from all walks of life by taking
cases on a percentage fee basis. If you
would like a free consultation with Dan
please give him a call.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
4601 DTC BOULEVARD SUITE 950
DENVER, CO 80237
303-770-5551

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

