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Denver marches to celebrate all life

“WE WERE FAITHFUL”
BY THERESE AAKER

therese.aaker@archden.org
@ThereseAaker

T

he pro-life movement is
changing.
Since abortion was legalized

with Roe vs. Wade, we’ve seen younger
generations become more involved and
passionate about the right to life. We’ve

State politics » B1-B4

The most important
legislative issues
this year

seen the pro-life conversation include not only the
unborn, but every life — the
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Archbishop’s Page
PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Archbishop’s Column

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Five ways to make America great again

W

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
greets a female inmate at the
Denver Women’s Correctional
Facility on Christmas Day. Archbishop Aquila celebrates Mass for
inmates at a local prison once per
year. photo provided

@ArchbishopDen

Jan. 14

#CelebrateLife
#ArchDen @ the
completion of the
#Denver #MarchForLife.
Be not afraid to
be #prolife in the
public square &
speak the truth!
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
JAN. 28: Mass before Beacon of Hope gala,
Bishop Machebeuf High School (4 p.m.)
JAN. 29: Mass, Christ on the Mountain Parish,
Lakewood (10:15 a.m.)
FEB. 2: Mass, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Boulder
(9:30 a.m.)
FEB. 4: Mass and Confirmation, Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, Foxfield (10 a.m.)
FEB. 9: Mass and Chapel dedication, Christ in
the City House, Denver (5:30 p.m.)
FEB. 11: Mass, 100th anniversary of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, Wiggins (5 p.m.)

ith the recent inauguration of President Trump,
his promises to “Make
America Great Again” by protecting
our country and generating jobs have
been in the news. The greatness of
our country, though, is determined by
more than external signs of prosperity.
It is based upon the foundation of the
virtues of our people and the founding
principles that established democracy.
With that in mind, I would like to
suggest five ways that each of us can
strengthen our faith, and in doing so,
help renew our country and Church.
The French diplomat and observer
of early American democracy Alexis
de Tocqueville noted in his famous
work, Democracy in America, that the
strong connections our country had
to family and faith were key to the
success of our nation.
What de Tocqueville observed is
also found in the Scriptures. From
Abraham to Jesus, we see that those
who seek and follow the way of the
Lord receive his blessings, while
those who turn away from God suffer,
even if it is not readily apparent.
This connection between the faith
of a people and its well-being is so
important that I would like to offer
five practices for helping repair our
nation’s moral fabric. As you pray
about how God is calling you to apply
these practices, keep in mind that
almost every problem we are confronting today has its root in a warped
understanding of our human dignity
and who we are before the Creator.
1. REGULARLY ACKNOWLEDGE
YOUR SINS AND
RECEIVE GOD’S MERCY
IN CONFESSION.
In his 1987 visit to the United
States, Pope St. John Paul II told a
crowd in San Antonio, Texas, “Confession is an act of honesty and courage an act of entrusting ourselves, beyond
sin, to the mercy of a loving and
forgiving God.” If we begin with ourselves, we will ensure that we have the
virtue we need to help build others up.

Confession increases humility. Trust
in the mercy of the Father, and return
to the practice of monthly Confession!
2. COMMIT TO DAILY PRAYER,
INCLUDING PRAYER FOR
YOUR ENEMIES AND THOSE
WHO PERSECUTE YOU.
St. Teresa of Avila, one of the great
masters of prayer, offers us some
insightful thoughts on the importance of prayer. “Mental prayer,” she
said, “is nothing else than an intimate
sharing between friends; it means
taking time frequently to be alone
with Him who we know loves us. The
important thing is not to think much
but to love much and so do that which
best stirs you to love.” In keeping with
St. Teresa’s teaching, it’s important
that we do not overcomplicate prayer
but strive to grow in love with Jesus,
the Father and the Holy Spirit. From
that love will spring the love of others,
including our enemies. We become
more receptive to following all the
commands of Jesus in the Gospel.
3. BE FAITHFUL TO
THE VOCATION GOD
HAS GIVEN YOU.
Whether you are married, single or
a religious, your individual fidelity to
your vocation strengthens society and
the Church. That is why Benedict XVI
said in his first homily as pope, “We
are not some casual and meaningless
product of evolution. Each of us is the
result of a thought of God. Each of us
is willed, each of us is loved, each of us
is necessary.”
Pope Francis has called us to live
the joy of the Gospel and with the help
of the sacraments and daily prayer,
you will be spiritually ready and able
to carry out your vocation with joy.
Our society is in great need of more
men and women who are willing to
faithfully, joyfully answer God’s call to
the married life, priesthood and religious life. Joy is contagious and makes
people wonder why that person is so
happy. St. Catherine of Siena once
remarked, “If you are what you should
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be, then you will set the world on fire,”
and that could happen in our time.
4. BUILD COMMUNITY
WITH OTHER PEOPLE
OF STRONG FAITH.
The tendency in American culture
seems to be toward isolation, rather
than toward community. When we
become isolated, it’s easier to fall, but
in community, we can find strength
and support. That’s why we hear the
encouragement in the letter to the
Hebrews to “consider how to stir up
one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see
the Day drawing near” (Heb 11:23-25).
5. PRAY FOR COURAGE AND
WISDOM TO PUBLICLY
LIVE YOUR FAITH.
In his final appearance to the disciples, Jesus gave them the “Great Commission” – the mission of bringing
the Gospel to the ends of the earth –
promising that he would be with them
until the end of time (cf. Mt 28:19).
Through your Baptism, you have
received the same mission, but carrying it out requires discernment, trust
and attentiveness to the Holy Spirit.
To cultivate those virtues, I urge you
to pray for the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit daily and to seek out mentors
in the faith. We are blessed in our
archdiocese to have many aids to help
us grow in faith. These will help you
bring your faith into your family, your
work, and into the public square.
These five practices are necessary
components of the project of restoring moral strength to our country and
“make America great again.” Without a
solid faith and family life, our society will
be like the man who built his house on
sand: “the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell; and great was the fall of
it” (Mt 7:27). Let us pray for our country,
our elected leaders and our Church that
they may all come to know Jesus Christ,
so he may be our foundation.
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Father Tom Dowd
lived a rich life

Father Mel remembered
for prayer, wit

BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF
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F

ather Thomas Martin Dowd
passed away peacefully Monday,
Jan. 3.
Thomas Martin Dowd was born in
Spalding, Neb. on
March 16, 1927. He
was one of seven
children. His early
education through
high school was at
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Grand
Island, Neb. He proudly enlisted in the
Navy in 1945, serving one year.
After leaving the military, he was
trained in St. Thomas Seminary and
was ordained May 1, 1954, in Nebraska.
Father Dowd spent the beginning of his
ministry as a pastor at parishes and a
civilian chaplain for the Sioux Army
Depot. He did missionary work in Peru
from 1964 to 1970 where he became
fluent in Spanish and became known
for his love for Hispanics.
Father Dowd may be most known for
his work at St. Patrick Parish. He was
sent to begin restoring the church and its
dwindling congregation in 1973. Father
Dowd oversaw an interior and exterior
restoration of the church and in 1997,
the church achieved a landmark designation by the city. It was also placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
Father Dowd served as the director
of Hispanic Ministry in Tulsa, Okla.,
until his retirement in 1993. 1993 to the
present found Father Tom ministering
to many. At Stout Street Foundation
he served those struggling with addiction, celebrated Mass at Our Lady of
the Canyon and reached out to any and
all who needed him.

F

ather Melvin Thompson passed
away peacefully Tuesday, Dec.
20, 2016. He was 81 years old.
Thompson, or “Mel,” as he came
to be known, was
born Sept. 14,
1935 in Pinedale,
Wyo. He attended
the University of
Wyoming from
1953-1957, where
he earned a Bachelor of Sciences degree in Botany and
Zoology, with a minor in English. Several years after college, he entered St.
Lawrence Seminary in Mt. Calvary,
Wis., where he studied from 1960 1961 before transferring to St. Thomas
Seminary in Denver, Colo., and finishing his studies there.
He was ordained a priest by Bishop
Leo C. Byrne for the Diocese of Wichita in Kan. on May 31, 1967. Father
Thompson served at several parishes
in the Archdiocese of Denver, most
principally as pastor at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Northglenn
from 1977-1979; pastor at St. Vincent
de Paul Parish from 1979-1989; and
pastor at Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood from 1989-2001. He was also
Dean of the West Denver Deanery from
1991-2000.
Most recently, Father Thompson
was assistant pastor at St. Thomas More
Parish from 2001-2010. After a short
leave of absence in 2010, he retired in
2011, all the while retaining residency
at St. Thomas More until 2015. His
last years were spent at the Gardens of
St. Elizabeth, a retirement and senior
living community.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Reverend Paul Kostka,
appointed Assistant Principal
for Student Life, Machebeuf High School, eﬀective
June 15, 2016 for a two-year
period.
Reverend John J. Riley,
granted Presbyteral Faculties
in the Archdiocese of Denver,
eﬀective December 1, 2016
and assigned as Chaplain,
The Augustine Institute. Fr.
Riley will be in residence at
St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial, Colorado
Deacon Louis Arambula,
reappointed deacon at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Sid Atencio, relieved
of duties at St. Mark Parish in
Westminster and appointed
deacon at Presentation of
Our Lady Parish in Denver,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Joe Babish, relieved
of duties at Risen Christ Parish
in Denver and appointed
deacon at St. Elizabeth of
Hungary Parish in Denver, and
supporting Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception
in Denver, eﬀective January
1, 2017
Deacon Russ Barrows, reappointed deacon at Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Parish in
Denver, eﬀective January 1,
2017
Deacon Michael Bunch, reappointed deacon at St. Jude
Parish in Lakewood, eﬀective
January 1, 2017
Deacon Chris Byrne, reappointed deacon at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in Boulder, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Ed Clements, reappointed deacon at St. Joseph
Parish in Golden, eﬀective
January 1, 2017

Deacon Ron Darschewski,
reappointed deacon at St.
Louis Parish in Louisville,
eﬀective January 1, 2017

Deacon James Mackin,
relieved of duties at St.
Louis Parish in Louisville and
appointed deacon at Sacred
Heart of Mary Parish in Boulder, eﬀective January 1, 2017

Deacon Dominic DeProﬁo,
reappointed deacon at St.
Mary Magdalene Parish in
Denver, eﬀective January 1,
2017
Deacon James Doyle, reappointed deacon at Our Lady
of Peace Parish in Dillon,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Michael Grafner,
reappointed deacon at Christ
the King Parish in Evergreen,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Kevin Heckman,
reappointed deacon at
Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Denver, eﬀective January 1,
2017
Deacon Tim Kenny, reappointed deacon at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Brian Kerby, reappointed deacon at Christ the
King Parish in Evergreen,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Tim Kilbarger, reappointed deacon at St. Mary
Parish in Littleton, eﬀective
January 1, 2017
Deacon Chuck Lamar, reappointed deacon at St. Mary
Parish in Breckenridge, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Paul Louderman,
reappointed deacon at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Northglenn, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Albert Loushin, reappointed deacon at St. Mary of
the Crown Parish in Carbondale and St. Vincent Parish
in Basalt, eﬀective January
1, 2017

Deacon Ron Michieli,
reappointed deacon at St.
Anthony Parish in Sterling,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Gary Miller, reappointed deacon at Guardian
Angels Parish in Denver,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Michael Otero,
reappointed deacon at St.
John the Baptist Parish in
Johnstown, eﬀective January
1, 2017
Deacon David Peverley, reappointed deacon at St. John
XXIII Parish in Ft. Collins,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Ron Roderick,
relieved of duties at Our Lady
of the Pines Parish in Conifer
and appointed deacon at St.
Paul Parish in Idaho Springs,
eﬀective October 1, 2016
Deacon Geno Torrez, reappointed deacon at Presentation of Our Lady Parish in
Denver, eﬀective January 1,
2017
Deacon Don Tracy, reappointed deacon at St. Rose of
Lima Parish in Denver, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Tim Unger, reappointed deacon at Risen
Christ Parish in Denver, eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Patrick Whaley,
reappointed deacon at Good
Shepherd Parish in Denver,
eﬀective January 1, 2017
Deacon Mark Wolbach, reappointed deacon at Light of
the World Parish in Littleton,
eﬀective January 1, 2017

Center for Natural Law / Natural Law Academy

An affordable, convenient, on line academy; Degrees conferred

Learn about the Cardinal Virtues,
Ethical Realism and Natural Law.
“Excellence by Design”

Questions? CONTACT greg@centerfornaturallaw.org

“

…I readily offer
my support for your
work with
the Center
for Natural Law and
pray that God will
bless your work.

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

”

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
(April 4, 2014)

REGISTER @ www.CenterforNaturalLaw.org, “Distance Learning” page

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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DEACON FRANCESCO BASSO

Archbishop Aquila ordains Father Joseph Grady and Deacon
Francesco Basso on Dec. 27. photo by daniel petty

“You are called
to be slaves
for the people
of God,”
Archbishop tells
newly ordained men
BY AARON LAMBERT

O

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

n Dec. 27, the Feast of St. John
the Apostle, two men were
ordained for the Archdiocese
of Denver – one to the priesthood and
one to the transitional diaconate.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila presided at the ordination Mass of Joseph
Grady, now Father Grady, and Francesco
Basso, now Deacon Basso. Father Grady
studied at St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, but spent his last year in Seminary studying in Rome, while Deacon
Basso has been studying at Redemptoris
Mater Missionary Seminary.

“It could be not be more appropriate than to celebrate the ordination
rites of the church on this feast of the
apostle [John], who is known as the
beloved disciple, as the one who rested
his head upon Jesus’ heart at the Last
Supper, and as the one who first believed
that Jesus was truly risen,” Archbishop
Aquila said in his homily.
To the newly ordained men, Archbishop Aquila had a message reminding
them of the servitude of their vocations.
“My dear sons, you are called to be
slaves for the people of God,” he said. “You
can never depend on yourselves, but you
can always depend on the grace of Jesus
Christ. If you depend on yourselves, you
will only become resentful and bitter.”

FATHER JOSEPH GRADY
Joseph Grady grew up in Broomfield,
Colo., and attended Nativity of Our
Lord Parish. He comes from a strong
Catholic family and he attended the
parish’s school growing up, which he
said planted the seed for his eventual
vocation to the priesthood.
“As a kid in elementary school, your
life is the school and your family,” he
told Denver Catholic. “I was blessed to
grow up with a stable Church community and to be taught that life is good
as is worth sharing with a community.”
Some of his heroes include St. John
Paul II, St. John Vianney and St. Thérèse
of Lisieux. He said he’s also been helped
greatly by mentors and friends in the
Communion and Liberation movement,
both in Denver and Rome.
“I think I can easily reduce Christianity to a series of things to do, or a job
to get done, or an institution to maintain. This friendship has helped me to
see that instead, it is an event, something that happens now, and remains
present in the faces and circumstances
around me,” he said.
During his ordination, Archbishop
Aquila told Father Grady that in his
priesthood, “it is essential that you
proclaim the word of God, most of all
in your own personal holiness of life.
When people look at you, they must see
that you are a man of faith.”
“Open your heart to that grace. Open
your heart to that call to holiness,” he
added.
Father Grady will be studying at
Gregorian University for the next six
months finishing a specialization in
Dogmatic Theology, then will return
to Denver to be assigned to a parish.

Francesco Basso was born in Sicily,
Italy. He studied in Padua, a city where
his “faith was born and grew,” since it was
there he joined the Neocatechumenal
Way. Within this path of faith, Francesco
realized that God called him to live “intimately with him” through the vocation
to the priesthood.
Francesco is the eldest of four children.
He is also the only man. He was seven
years old when his father died at the age
of 32 in the so-called “Bologna Massacre,”
a terrorist attack in 1980 at a train station
in the Italian city of Bologna in which 85
people died and 200 were injured.
His mother, a young widow, decided to
move near Venice, to be with his father’s
parents who lived there. The suffering of
his mother and his sisters, and her difficult relationship with his grandparents
were a cause of constant pain for Basso.
He had been baptized in the Catholic
Church, but nevertheless his relationship with God was ordinary.
“In Italy, to be Catholic is a cultural
thing.” Basso said. “Even if I believed in
God and I used to go to Sunday mass and
maybe do some activity with the youth
group, I cannot say I was Christian.”
The pain he experienced led to some
bitterness and resentment that he held
onto in his heart, he said. However, when
he was writing his thesis as an electronic
engineer, Basso approached one of the
communities of the Neocatechumenal
Way in Padua.
“I went to some meetings to help a
friend of mine–supposedly he was the
one that had some issues and trouble–
but actually those meetings were for me
and started to change my life,” he said.
“For the first time I experienced that
Jesus Christ is alive now and active and
with these experiences and knowing that
Jesus Christ was present when my father
died, it was not forgetful for me and my
family. This was something that really
started to change my heart, to touch my
heart, and the heart of my family.”
After encountering God’s Mercy,
Basso found his call to the priesthood. He
was almost 35 years old when he moved
to Denver to begin his formation at the
seminary Redemptoris Mater.
To Deacon Basso at his ordination,
Archbishop Aquila said: “As you are
ordained a deacon today you will be configured to Christ the servant. You will be
called to serve as Christ served. You are
entitled to nothing, and it is important to
understand that in the culture and times in
which we live. Your task, like Jesus’ task, is
to do the will of the Father from the heart.”
Carmen Elena Villa contributed to this
report.
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.

St. Anthony’s parishioner wins
Year of Mercy icon

Hearing & Tinnitus Center

“Most Ethical Small Business
of Denver 2015
Better Business Bureau.”
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology

Advanced
Partner
Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

• 85% of our patients come from physician
and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company

• 2013 Best of Service Award – Centennial/
Englewood
• 2015 Humanitarian Practice of the Year
(National Sivantos Aspire Award)

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

Mike Miller, randomly selected winner of 250 people who visited all Holy
Door pilgrimage sites, receives the oﬃcial Year of Mercy icon at his
home in Atwood, Colo., Jan. 10. photo by aaron laMbert

We take your Hearing Seriously.

28 days of
GIVING HOPE
TO WOMEN WHO
ARE HOMELESS

Stock Photo

We are asking for
your love and support
during the month of
February. Please
consider a monthly
or one-time gift to
Samaritan House to
help the growing
number of women
experiencing
homelessness in
the Denver area.

Why Women Experience Homelessness
• Domestic Violence
• Poverty
• High Rents / Lack of Affordable Housing
• No Safety Net

Please Give Today!
Your gift will provide food, shelter and access to a continuum of
services to help women in need regain their dignity and independence.

Visit: SamHouseDenver.org/28DaysofLove
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Cover Story
Speakers Chris Stefanick, Abby Johnson and Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila led
close to a thousand
people in rallying and
marching for all life
Jan. 14 at the state’s
Capitol. photos by andrew wright

Johnson: “We are becoming a pro-woman movement”
«1
elderly, the sick and any
marginalized group that is
treated as less than human.
The way we speak about life has
changed, too. Gone are the days of angry
protesting and shouting at women
entering abortion clinics while holding
graphic images.
In an interview with the Denver
Catholic, speaker Abby Johnson, a
former Planned Parenthood director
and speaker at Denver’s Celebrate Life
rally Jan. 14, said, “Most people have
moved away from the protest mentality
and moved toward positive change…I
think we are becoming a pro-woman
movement, not just pro-baby.”
This was especially evident at the
rally, as a crowd of close to a thousand
attended Mass with Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila, followed by the march in front
of the Capitol to celebrate life.
Young and old alike, but especially
the young, packed the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception to
standing room. Archbishop Aquila
reminded the congregation of the message of the Gospel in his homily preceding the rally and march.
“As we celebrate life, these readings speak to us…each of us is called to
encounter Jesus…in that encounter, we
cannot be indifferent. We must recognize our need for Jesus.”
He stressed that our witness in the
pro-life movement must begin with this
deep encounter and a recognition that
we are all sinners.
“As we march for life and point to

the truth of life, we point to the truth of
our own human condition…that we are
all sinners, and that we have received
his mercy.”
“How often do we ask the Lord,
‘Reveal my heart to me?’ Where do I
commit sins against life? Where has
my heart hardened...How do you want
me to be a missionary of life?”
Archbishop Aquila spoke about
the loss with the Colorado End of Life
Options Act (Proposition 106) passing,
and that we should never be discouraged.
“It can appear we are losing that
battle…we can become discouraged
when we see that 65 percent of our state
voted for physician-assisted suicide…
but as Mother Teresa said, it is not a
question of success or of failure. It is a
question of faithfulness to Jesus Christ.
We did not fail. We were faithful.”
Following Mass, the crowd walked
to the Capitol, despite the afternoon
chill, to gather for a rally that included
national speakers Abby Johnson and
Chris Stefanick, as well as Archbishop
Aquila.
Stefanick, president of Real Life
Catholic, kicked off the rally, stressing that we remember the heart of the
Gospel.
“We forget that we look like God!
That is a mind-blowing truth…you are
kind of a big deal — that’s the message
of the Gospel,” Stefanick said.
“He ultimately revealed how big a
deal we are to him by dying on the cross
for us.”
Stefanick stressed that the march

wasn’t just a protest for the unborn,
but “for the immigrant, the homeless,
the sick, the unborn…we are here to
celebrate life.”
Archbishop Aquila urged walking
with those who are suffering, especially the sick and dying, and praying
for our state, politicians and healthcare
providers.
“Be politically vigilant and active,
and enter the public square,” Archbishop Aquila said. “Being faint of
heart is not the Christian worldview
– go to the throne of grace with confidence…that is what it means to be a
missionary!”
He also noted that our available prolife apostolates need our support, and
to be aware of the opportunities here
for those in need, such as Bella Natural
Women’s Care and Marisol Health, a
newly-opened clinic that aids women
with crisis pregnancies.
Abby Johnson rallied the crowd to
get more involved in the pro-life movement beyond just attending the march.
“Go home from today and discern
how you will take your pro-life values
and live them every single day,” Johnson said.
With our efforts to make the prolife voice heard, in the end, Johnson
said, the goal is “to make abortion
unthinkable.”
And our involvement really does
matter.
According to Johnson, there is up to
a 75 percent no-show rate when people
are outside abortion facilities praying,

a staggering statistic. Her own involvement in the pro-life movement, outside
of speaking, was founding a ministry
to help abortion workers leave the
practice, an organization called And
Then There Were None. That ministry
definitely meant something — to 330
people, to be exact.
“You better believe it matters. Your
prayers matter,” Johnson said.
And it mattered to the hundreds that
came to the march.
“I think it’s really important to come
all together and renew our commitment
to the battle,” said Joseph Goodwin, 25.
A pregnant woman, Jessica Rocha,
20, said, “A baby is always a blessing.
In this culture of death, having a baby
at this age could be seen as an obstacle
for a successful life, but that is not true.”
“I have been asked if I have ever considered abortion, but I say no! I see my
child as a blessing!” Rocha continued.
“That’s why I’m here marching for the
defense of life.”
This year’s event was run by the
Respect Life Office of the Catholic
Charities of Denver, which provides
consultation to and in collaboration
with parishes, as well as educational
and healthcare institutions. It also
hosts other pro-life events throughout
the year, including Prayer in the Square
and 40 Days for Life.
For more information on ways to get
involved, visit respectlifedenver.org.
Carmen Elena Villa contributed to this
report.
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Lourdes water returns to Denver
Marian Center now
open to public
BY ROXANNE KING

A

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

fter a five-year dry spell, water
from the famed Lourdes shrine
in France is back in Denver.
The Lourdes Marian Center at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Littleton is officially open. The center is
just the fourth U.S. site permitted to
distribute water from the spring that
the Blessed Virgin Mary helped St. Bernadette Soubirous discover in 1858.
An opening day reception happened the center Jan. 7. The festivities included light refreshments and
talks about the history of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes in France
and about the Littleton center’s local
predecessor — the Lourdes Marian
Center that was run by St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Denver from 2003-2011.
“We’ll have small bottles of Lourdes
water available,” said parochial vicar
Father Joseph Hearty, F.S.S.P., about the
1-ounce bottles the center now distributes for a suggested donation of $2.50.
The new center was announced in
2014, when Father James Jackson, pastor
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, received
permission for the parish to distribute
Lourdes water. But due to a series of
miscommunications, it took two years

to actually begin getting the water, which
many believe has healing powers.
On Feb. 8, 1858, Mary, who later identified herself as “the Immaculate Conception,” made the first of 18 appearances over five months to 14-year-old
Bernadette Soubirous at the grotto of
Massabielle near Lourdes. Her message
concerned the necessity of prayer and
penance for the conversion of peoples.
Mary instructed Bernadette to drink
from a new spring that appeared at the
site and to have a church built there.
Today, 5 million pilgrims a year visit
the beautiful Lourdes shrine to drink,
wash or bathe in the water.
The shrine says the water does not
have any special curative properties,
but recognizes that God can work
through natural elements, prayer and
sacraments. The Church has verified 69
miraculous cures linked to the water,
although thousands more are claimed.
“This water couldn’t do anything
without faith,” asserted St. Bernadette,
affirming Church teaching.
The Church authorized a feast commemorating the apparitions and Bernadette, who died as a nun in 1879 and
remains incorrupt, was canonized in
1933.
“The purpose of the Lourdes Marian
Center is to distribute the water for
possible healings and conversions, and
to help spread devotion to Our Lady,”
Father Hearty said.
Once fully established, the Lourdes
Marian Center will have set hours and,
eventually, a website.
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Q&A: New school, Hispanic outreach, aﬀordable
tuition plan under way in Catholic schools
BY ROXANNE KING

A

year ago, the archdiocese’s
Catholic Schools Office
released a vision statement listing characteristics that make a school
“Catholic.” The document, “Worthy of
the Name,” highlights goals related to
mission, excellence, accessibility and
sustainability. With Catholic Schools
Week approaching, superintendent
Kevin Kijewski spoke with the Denver
Catholic about those goals.
DENVER CATHOLIC: How are you

helping the schools to achieve
their mission?
KEVIN KIJEWSKI: One thing we did
was the archbishop’s visitation of
our Catholic high schools to evaluate their Catholic identity and their
mission. We went to all six of the high

schools and gave them recommendations. That was a first for the archdiocese and an important first step.
Coming up March 17 is the archbishop’s Catechetical Day for all 1,147
Catholic educators in the archdiocese. We’ll gather them to promote
development in the faith so they in
turn can give that to their students.
DC: What measures are being

taken to achieve excellence?

KK: We established a pilot board of

specified jurisdiction at St. Joseph
School in Fort Collins. The board can
help direct the school; they assist the
pastor in operating it, supervise the
principal and set a positive strategic direction. These boards are not
new, but are new to Colorado. Of the
schools using these, 70 percent were
able to increase enrollment and 100

Annual Mardi Gras

Prayer Breakfast
Being a Faithful Catholic
in a Secular Culture
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

William Mumma

from the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty

February 28th, 2017
6:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Inverness Hotel
and Convention Center
200 Inverness Drive West
Englewood, CO 80122
For more information:
303.468.2934
www.augustineinstitute.org/mardigras
events@augustineinstitute.org

For more information about the
vision for Denver’s Catholic Schools
visit denvercatholicshools.com.

percent were able to increase fundraising. We hope to introduce this
into more Catholic schools starting
with the 2017-2018 academic year.
That’s a good positive development.
Another exciting thing is we’re
opening up a brand new school with a
new education model, Frassati Catholic Academy. Frassati is a classical
educational environment for kids in
grades kindergarten through five that
will open this fall.
We’re also looking at other academic opportunities for schools to
pursue apart from the traditional
educational model, including what
we’re calling “faith and reason
schools” that have a focus on the sciences and mathematics but also have
a faith component.
And we hired an instructional
effectiveness specialist (IES), which is

Happy New Year!
Enjoy an Auto Loan Rate of

2.49%APR

*

~ LIMITED TIME OFFER FOR DC READERS ~

Apply Today

Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by
Disclosure
*APR (Annual Percentage Rate). The Annual Percentage Rate is the advertised rate. Borrowers credit score must be 680 and above to receive the
2.49% interest rate. Terms not to exceed 60 months; debt to income ratio not to exceed 45%; Loan to value not to exceed 125% of NADA value. Offer
not valid for existing Credit Union loans, or refinances of recreational vehicles or vehicles used for business purposes;
some vehicles may not apply based on age or condition; not valid on indirect loans. Offer only good on new, pre-owned
and refinanced vehicles January 1 - 31, 2017.
Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

NCUA

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
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like a teacher coach. Abriana Chilelli
is working with a handful our schools,
specifically principals and teachers,
to ensure that instruction is brought
to the next level, that we have individualized instruction, and that every
child receives a top-notch education.
DC: How are you improving acces-

sibility to Catholic schools?

KK: We hired a director of Latino

enrollment and engagement, Carlos
Hernandez. He’s working with about
10 schools and is making great progress. He’s working hand-in-hand with
Bishop Rodriguez and with the University of Notre Dame. Over half the
people attending Mass on Sundays in
the archdiocese are Latino but only
about 20 percent of our [Catholic
school] students are Latino. We’re
going to catch up!

DC: What is being done to make

Catholic schools sustainable for
the future?
KK: We are on track for the 2018-2019
academic year to have a variable or
needs-based economic system where
all Catholics can send their kids to a
Catholic school should they desire. It

doesn’t matter if you make $30,000
or $300,000, we’re going to make sure
you can afford tuition. Everyone is
going to pay a different rate. We’re
going to be the first Catholic school
system in the country—in the country—that has this particular kind of
pricing. We’re really looking forward
to doing this. We’re working with a
focus group of priests and business
managers for this project. We’re on
track.

Harry Stevenson
54 Years

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
Matt Whaley
29 Years

DC: Name the biggest challenge

bringing the goals to completion.

Lloyd Swint
13 Years

DC: What are you most proud of

thus far related to eﬀorts on the
goals?
KK: The work effort, determination
and tenacity of the stakeholders.
They care about Catholic schools and
they’re willing to share in the work to
get the goals accomplished.

DONATE TAX
FROM FREE
YOUR IRA

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the
needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 132 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley, Lloyd Swint
and John Chalupa have assisted families with care and
compassion. Their expertise combined with
those who provide professional services in 11 Olinger
neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented in
serving the Denver Catholic community.

KK: We’re working with a vast net-

work of Catholic education advocates
and supporters: principals, pastors,
philanthropists and parents. There
are many moving parts but we’re
determined to succeed.

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
John Chalupa
36 Years

An event with

Help The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul help
those in need with an easy Tax Free donation from
your IRA. Contact Jean Finegan at The Catholic
Foundation to find out how. 303-867-0613

February 21, 2017, 5:30 - 9 pm
Wings Over the Rockies
Corporate sponsorship opportunities
available at SoupForTheSoulDenver.org or
303-715-7627.
Benefitting:
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Travel with other fellow Catholics!
$

Save

200

per couple

*

Denver’s current ACE teachers.
From left to right: Marissa Cirillo,
Thomas Mann, Kyle MacDonald,
Mikaela Prego, Anthony Barrett.
photo CoUrtesy oF allianCe For CatholiC edUCation

Best of Ireland Tour
12 days from $1,599* now $1,499*

Your exploration of the Emerald Isle starts and ends in Dublin. See all of the city highlights including the
Bank of Ireland and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Next is the Rock of Cashel, Waterford and a visit to the
famous crystal factory. Continue to Cobh, Blarney Castle and Killarney. Drive the spectacular Ring of
Kerry, explore Bunratty Castle & Folk Park and view the incredible Cliffs of Moher before arriving
in Galway. In the Sligo area, see Kylemore Abbey en route to Belfast. Lastly, discover “The Giant’s
Causeway” and Titanic Belfast, visitor experience. Your Chaplain, Monsignor Steffen is from Alton,
IL and is Pastor of Historical Saint Peter and Paul Proto-Cathedral. He also serves as a Chaplain
for other communities and hospitals. This will be his 8th trip with YMT. Departs June 8, 2017.

Combine our Ireland and Scotland tours! 20 days from $3,099* now $2,999* - Call for details.

$

Save

200

per couple*

During Catholic
Schools Week,
gratitude for
ACE program
in Denver
BY AARON LAMBERT

D
Canadian Rockies Tour
14 days from $1,899* now $1,799*

Surround yourself in the stunning scenery of the Canadian Rockies. Start in Seattle and travel through the
lush Pacific Northwest to Glacier and Waterton Lakes National Parks. Cross the Continental Divide enroute
to Banff National Park. Visit Bow Falls and Lake Louise as you journey the famed Icefields Parkway,
where you’ll stop to enjoy an Ice Explorer excursion. Next is exploring Jasper and Yoho National Parks, the
Okanagan Lake Region, Kamloops and Vancouver. Return to Seattle with sightseeing to complete your
tour. Your Chaplain is Father Frank Wittouck, SCJ, from Houston, Texas. A retired Army Chaplain, he
currently ministers for Magnificat House and in the Cypress Assistance Ministries. This will be his 11th
trip with YMT where he continues to impress and inspire our Catholic travelers. Departs July 21, 2017.
*Prices are per person, double occupancy and do not include taxes & government fees which range from $159 to $299 depending on the tour
selected. Add-on airfare is available. All special offers apply to new bookings only made by 3/31/17 and are subject to availability. Seasonal
surcharges and single supplements applies. Prices shown are after Instant Rebate is applied. Additional terms and conditions apply, visit
ymtvacations.com or ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW: 1-877-230-1381
ymtvacations.com Mention promo code X6013

uring Catholic Schools Week,
we are grateful the many wonderful teachers teaching in the
Catholics schools here in Denver, and
especially those who were placed here
by the ACE program.
The Alliance for Catholic Education,
or ACE, is both a master’s degree and
alternative teaching licensure program offered through the University
of Notre Dame. The program is aimed
primarily at students who graduated
with a non-education degree but are
interested in being teachers. Students
interested in pursuing a Master of Education degree are able to sign up for the
program, which is an intense two-year
process where ACE teachers are sent
to one of the country’s many Catholic
schools to teach while working simultaneously to obtain their master’s degree.

While most ACE graduates stay in
teaching, some have gone on to be lawyers, doctors, or even superintendents
of schools, such as Denver’s very own
Kevin Kijewski. He was the very first
ACE teacher to arrive in Denver in
2005, and is now overseeing the schools
he once taught in. Now, some 50 ACE
graduates reside in Denver, including
at least one school principal and dozens
of teachers.
“It’s a cool program, and there’s
nothing better than teaching kids,”
Kijewski said.
The Archdiocese of Denver currently has five ACE teachers serving
within the archdiocesan school system:
Thomas Mann at Bishop Machebeuf
High School, Mikaela Prego at St. Rose
of Lima, Marissa Cirillo at Guardian
Angels, Anthony Barrett at St. Pius X,
and Kyle MacDonald at St. Therese.
“It’s a really great program that

Home
is here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about this
month’s move-in
special.

Independent Living Assisted Living Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211
homeishere.org
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all souls

catholic school & parish

preschool throuGh
8th Grade
www.allsoulsschool.com
303.789.2155

A place for reconnecting
With God.
provides for our experience as first year
and second year teachers and gives us
a really great skill set to go out into the
world of Catholic school teaching,”
said Anthony Barrett, who teaches
middle school literature and language
arts at St. Pius X. “The program has
really helped me to grow as a teacher,
and as a person.”
In the summers during the two
years, ACE teachers engage in summer
courses that are “highly practical
and demanding.” These courses are
designed to prepare the teachers to lead
a classroom of their own before their
first year of teaching and address any
challenges they may have encountered
after that first school year.
“It’s a really intense process,” said
Kyle MacDonald, who teaches middle
school English, literature and religion
at St. Therese. “ACE is good at making
you not comfortable, and I say that in a

positive way. It’s easy, especially in the
profession of teaching, to become comfortable, and ACE does a really good
job at making you feel uncomfortable
and making you feel like there’s always
something more to strive for.”
ACE focuses on forming three main
pillars of the teacher: their professional life, their communal life, and
their spiritual life. ACE teachers live
in community with one another, are
encouraged to get involved in extracurricular activities at their schools,
and are visited regularly by academic
and spiritual mentors who push them
to grow, MacDonald said.
“ACE does really well valuing the
whole person and meeting the different
needs that we have,” he said. “It’s really
unlike any other teaching program.
There’s not a lot of programs that have
that connection between our Catholic
identity and serving in a school.”

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House







January 31
February 3-5
February 7
February 10-12
February 24-26
March 1

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Couples)
Weekend Retreat (Men & Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Come for a day or week.
Book your next retreat
with us!

719-258-1600
For Tour or Reservations

www.eltesororetreat.org

We also offer other trips with prices starting at $2,499 ~
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE with Airfare from anywhere in the USA
Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; France, Portugal, &
Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England;
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic Destinations; etc…

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons
www.proximotravel.com
Hablamos Español
anthony@proximotravel.com

508-340-9370
855-842-8001
Call us 24/7

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785
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OCATION: Being a teacher at a Catholic school is a calling that God gives to those whom he wants

ole in helping parents, who are the first teachers of their children, form their children so that they

aints. Being a teacher involves giving without expecting anything in return. It often means not feeling
but loving all the more—an experience of unrequited love—just as Jesus experienced on the cross.
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We are deeply grateful for your good and faithful service.
Maria Puchalski
St. Mary, Greeley

Mary Donelson
St. Vincent de Paul

Faith Filled Educators:

Krista Rudloff
St. Mary, Littleton

Sr. Anne Marie
Valencia
Sts. Peter and Paul

Thank you for all that you do each and every day for our students.
Answering God’s call, you help to ensure that our children receive a
high quality academic education that helps form them to be intentional
disciples for Jesus Christ. We are deeply grateful for your commitment
to Catholic education and this vital ministry of Christ’s Church.

Julie Feldhake
Dave Gesler
Amber McGown
Eliza Pfeifer
St. Mary’s Academy
Sarah Nardozzi
St. Rose of Lima
Gissela Dillow
St. Stephen

Superintendent of Catholic Schools
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An Academic Community of Faith
MACHEBEUF

Bishop Machebeuf
High School

APPLY NOW

Choose Bishop Machebeuf High School today!
The registration process is now open for current students,
new transfer 10th through 12th grade students, and new
incoming freshmen to confirm their spot in our academic
community of faith!
• Are you a current student looking to continue
your BMHS journey as a Buff?
• Are you a transfer student looking to join a
community that integrates faith into academics?
• Are you an incoming freshman still trying to
discern what high school to call your new home?
• We are now accepting registrations for all of the above!
Stay tuned for more information regarding our
Classical Track and new Tution Assistance Model!
Visit our website or give
us a call to learn more.

Machebeuf.org
303.344.0082

Educating the Whole Person:
Mind, Spirit and Body

HOLY FAMILY
H I G H

S C H O O L

• AP and Honors College Preparatory Curriculum
• Active Apostolic and Campus Ministry Program where
students participate in daily and monthly school masses,
spiritual retreats, and mission trips
• 100% of 2016 graduates went on to a college or university.
• The class of 2016 earned over $14 million in
merit-based scholarships.
• HFHS Students score higher than the national average
on the ACT and HFHS is in the top 1% of Colorado
Schools on the ACT.
• 18 competitive sports teams earning post-season honors
and many state championships
• Over 30 different student clubs and organizations
• Comprehensive Fine and Performing Arts Program,
including Choir, Band, Theater and Visual Arts
Apply now or learn more at:

holyfamilyhs.com
303.410.1411
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2017 a ‘great’ year for Catholic Schools
S
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

uperintendent Kevin Kijewski
can’t wait for Catholic Schools
Week this year.
“This is going to be a great year for
Catholic schools,” he said. “We did a lot
of foundation building last year, particularly with the drafting of two vision documents on the future of our schools, and
we look forward to continuing to build on
those foundations in 2017.”
He added that he is also looking forward to the opening of Frassati Catholic
Academy this fall, which is slated to be a
Classical academy located in Thornton.
The Archdiocese of Denver will celebrate Catholic Schools Week Jan. 29-Feb.
4 with several events underlining the
value of Catholic schools, including the
launch of a new vision document called
“Worthy of the Investment,” and a resolution in the state Senate praising the contribution of Catholic schools to Colorado.
“Worthy of the Investment” will be
released by the Office of Catholic Schools
Jan. 28, just a day ahead of the first day of

Catholic Schools Week. The document,
which addresses the need to support
Catholic education financially, is a follow-up to the similarly titled “Worthy
of the Name.” Both documents outline
key principles for securing the future of
Catholic education in northern Colorado.
Individual schools have organized a
variety of events for the week, including
all-school Masses, ice-cream socials and
faculty versus student basketball games.
On Sunday, Jan. 29, Our Lady of
Loreto in Foxfield will launch Catholic
Schools Week with the dedication of the
West Wing of the St. Joseph Ministry
Center, which will be used for school and
religious education classrooms, house a
new gymnasium, a combination stage/
music room, and a new pre-school.
Bishop Rodriguez will celebrate the 11
a.m. Mass at the parish, and dedicate the
new building at a 12:30 p.m. ceremony.
On Tuesday, Jan. 31, Bishop Jorge
Rodriguez will lead morning prayer at
the legislature, and stay for the reading
of a proclamation from the governor
declaring Jan. 24-Feb. 4, 2017, Catholic

photo by JaMes baCa

Schools week in Colorado. Representatives from the Office of Catholic Schools
and several Catholic schools will be in
attendance, along with a representative
from the National Catholic Education
Association.
Bishop Rodriguez will also celebrate
an all-school Mass Wed, Feb. 1, at St.
Francis de Sales in Denver at 10:30 a.m.
On Thursday, Feb. 2, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila will celebrate an allschool Mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus in
Boulder at 9:30 a.m., followed by visits
to classrooms.

That same day, at 1:30 p.m., Bishop
Rodriguez will celebrate an all-school
Mass at St. Mary’s in Littleton.
Catholic Schools Week has been celebrated annually since 1974, and always
begins on the last Sunday in January.
In northern Colorado, there are
nearly 9,000 students enrolled in Catholic schools. An estimated 99.6 percent
of students who attend a Catholic high
school graduates, and 92.4 percent of
Catholic high school graduates in the
Archdiocese of Denver went on to enroll
at a 4-year college.
Admissions: (720) 842–5400
Grades: Preschool-8th Grade
Enrollment: 460 for 2016–2017
Student/Faculty: 14:1
2016-17 Tuition: $5825 full time
Financial Aid available

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, January 31st
9:00 am–2:00 pm & 5:00 pm–7:00 pm
*Catholic education for students entering Preschool through 8th grade
*Accredited through NCEA/AdvancEd
*Core Knowledge Curriculum with “State of the Art” Technology
*Licensed Certified Staff with over 350 years of combined teaching experience
*Ranks in the top 15% of schools nationwide in ITBS scores
*Financial Aid available
*Voted “Best of the Best” School in Parker
*Named Top 100 Work Places in Colorado by the Denver Post

SCHOOL.AVEMARIACATHOLICPARISH.ORG
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It’s time to sign up: summer 2017
events your kids will thank you for
BY THERESE AAKER

W

inter storm warnings won’t
be ending anytime soon, but
with a loaded summer of
events ahead for Catholics in Denver,
it’s not too early to plan ahead.
Summer events in the lineup span various ages, from youth to college students,
and a few, such as Steubenville of the
Rockies, open registration this month.
“There are some really cool summertime opportunities for them to have fun
while learning about Catholicism from
teachers who are very sincere, faithful,
and dynamic. I wish I grew up in Denver
during high school and middle school!”
said Mary McGeehan, events and outreach coordinator at the Archdiocese
of Denver.
Here’s a list of conferences, camps
and events coming to the archdiocese.

STEUBENVILLE OF
THE ROCKIES
Steubenville of the Rockies is one
of the most popular conferences for
high schoolers and is coming back for
its 20th year in Denver. The weekend is
packed with Mass, confession, worship,
talks from great speakers and a moving
adoration experience. Last year’s event
brought over 2,500 youth and expects
another crowd this summer. This year’s
theme is “Elevate,” based on Revelation
21:5, “Behold, I make all things new.”
For more information, visit archden.
org/steubenville. Registration opened
Jan. 17.

minister to the homeless relationally
and help connect them to jobs, housing
and other resources. Most importantly,
through their ministry, they remind the
homeless of their inherent dignity as
human beings by simply befriending
them. Families can help serve lunches
every Wednesday and every second Saturday at noon, located at Lincoln Park.
College students are invited to apply for
their Summer of Service, which spans
from June 2- June 30. For more information on a summer of service, email
missiontrips@christinthecity.org or
apply at christinthecity.co/summer/.
Application deadline is Monday, May 1.

CHRIST IN THE CITY
Christ in the City is a non-profit
organization serving the homeless of
Denver. A group of missionaries, volunteers, parishes and donors work to

GUPPY FEST
Guppy Fest is a day-long youth
retreat for sixth – eighth grades, held
by St. Thomas More parish in Centennial. This year, they will be hosting the

event for its 25th year. Last year’s event
drew about 175 middle school-aged
youth from 10 different parishes, but
high school students are also invited
to participate on the leadership team.
The day includes talks, prayer, Mass,
games, music and dancing. This year’s
event is Wednesday, June 7, 9:30 a.m.
– 4 p.m. Cost to attend is $10 per participant, and they are asked to bring
a sack lunch. Contact Yifat Shahrabani at 303-220-3388, ext. 4 for more
information.
CATHOLIC DAY AT
WATER WORLD
All youth are welcome to Catholic
Day at one of the largest water parks
in the country. Youth and their chaperones can enjoy the slides, wave pools
or slow down and lounge by one of the
many pools in the park.
“When I was a youth minister, I
loved this day, because it was about
having fun and connecting to the
youth,” said Kim Perez, coordinator
of youth ministry at the Archdiocese
of Denver.
This year’s day is Wednesday, July
19. For more information, contact Nick
Eden at 303-973-3969.

Providing Catholic education to children in
Preschool through 8th Grade in the heart of Denver
Please join us for our

OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, February 2nd 8:00 am – 10:30 am
If you have any questions, please call
Sheilah Bradley at 303-261-1647.

Discover all that Christ the King
Roman Catholic School has to offer
Please join us for our Open House
January 31, 2017
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

620 Elizabeth St. • Denver, CO 80206 • 303-321-6231
www.goodshepherddenver.org

OPEN HOUSE

JANUARY 31st
FEBRUARY 1st
8:30am - 2:30pm

TOURS | REFRESHMENTS | QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Celebrating over 50 years of EDUCATION!
•
•
•
•

Catholic Faith Formation
Nurturing Community
Rigorous Academics
Reinforcement of Family Values

900 W. Midway Blvd. | Broomfield | 303-466-4177 | school.nool.us
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TOTUS TUUS
Totus Tuus is a parish-based catechetical program for first – 12th graders across the country. The organization
sends teams of college students and seminarians to host events for youth to help
them develop a relationship with Jesus
Christ and to experience their faith with
help from vibrant young adults.
“A handful of my friends have served
as Totus Tuus teachers or attended
when they were younger and loved it,”
said McGeehan.
For more information, visit archden.
org/totustuus/ or email TotusTuusDenver@gmail.com.
CAMP WOJTYLA
If your kids are outdoorsy, this
summer camp is the way to go. Held in
the mountains of Colorado in June and
July, the program’s mission is to offer a
spiritual experience in nature, inspired
by St. John Paul II’s love of bringing
young people to the mountains before
his time as pope. There are several
different programs offered on various
dates, for both middle school and high
school-aged youth.
Rachael Perez, freshman, attended
a camp last summer and grew in both

her faith and friendship with her peers.
“Camp Wojtyla impacted me and
how I live my faith. We had Mass outside everyday so that we could fully see
God in the world around us and before
us. Everyone was pushed to their limits
mentally, physically and spiritually…
the faith and fellowship of Jesus was
taught through it. At Wojtyla, I found
a group of girls that have become my
faith family. We still keep in touch and
lift each other up daily. Camp was where
I got to see God everywhere in everything, and everyone.”
Currently, most programs are
accepting registrations for the waiting list. For more information, visit
camp-w.com or call 303-586-1799.

NAZARETH MIDDLE
SCHOOL SUMMER CAMP
Kids entering fifth – eighth grades
for the 2017-2018 year are invited to
a summer camp June 19-25 at Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat
Center. Focusing on the theme of what
makes life meaningful, the camp will
offer Mass, confession, adoration and
the rosary daily. Other activities include
hiking, challenge courses, canoeing,
sports, campfires and more. The camp
is run by the Priests and Brothers of
the Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and
Mary and St. Mary’s Nazareth Middle
School Youth Ministry. Register online
at https://membership.faithdirect.net/
events/details/565.

JP2 LAB
JPII Outdoor Lab is an environmental education program that offers
backpacking trips during the summer
as well as other events throughout the
year. High school and middle school
students can go in groups of up to nine
people to the Sangre de Cristos, Holy
Cross Wilderness or a pilgrimage to El
Santuario de Chimayo in New Mexico.
For more information, go to: outdoorlab.jp2adventures.com.

PRAYER AND ACTION
Prayer and Action is a mission trip
program founded through the Diocese of
Salina, Kan. by seminarians who wanted
to offer a low-cost mission trip experience for people in their own communities. The name is taken from a quote
about Mary from St. John Paul II that
emphasized Mary’s dedication to both
prayer and action. This will be the sixth
year of Prayer in Action in the Archdiocese of Denver. Stay tuned for more

information on this year’s trip at saintjohns.us/PandA/ or contact Elisabeth
Krick (St. Joan of Arc) at 303-420-1232,
ext. 203, or Tyler Eberle (St. John the
Evangelist Parish) at 970-635-5817.
FOCUS SUMMER PROJECT:
YMCA OF THE ROCKIES
The Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) is offering college-aged students the opportunity to
work at the YMCA of the Rockies from
May 26-August 4. Students will work
during the day, and in the evenings
and weekends, have the opportunity
to receive formation in their faith and
have fun with other students. Students
will be given various jobs, so the sooner
applications are received, the better the
chance of getting the job of choice. The
YMCA will provide pay for the job as well
as room and board. Areas of faith formation include virtue, prayer, Catholic
worldview and evangelization. For more
information, or to apply, visit focusoncampus.org/summer-project.

Did we miss your event? Let us
know! Visit archden.org/eflm.

Shrine of St. Anne Catholic School
7320 Grant Place • Arvada • 80002
www.stannescatholic.com
(303) 422-1800

We Invite You
To Our Information Meeting and Tour
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 • 9 AM – 11AM
Can’t come Tuesday, January 31?
Tours are available
By appointment!
Call Today! 303-422-1800

Please stop by and visit our school
or call to schedule a tour
Monday through Friday 9:00- 2:00
1250 Newport St. Denver, CO 80220 303-333-8275
We are in the Montclair Historical Neighborhood

Notre Dame Parish School
Teaching Minds, Touching Hearts

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, Jan 29th, 10am – Noon
Wednesday, Feb 1st, 9am – 11am

TOURS | REFRESHMENTS | QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
•
•
•
•

Catholic Faith Formation
Nurturing Community
Rigorous Academics
Reinforcement of Family Values

You are also invited to schedule a personal tour or to set a shadow date for your child.
Upcoming events: Open House on Sunday, January 29th, 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Wednesday, February 1st, 9:00am – 11:00am
Kindergarten Round-Up – Thursday, February 16th, 6:00 – 7:30pm
2165 S. Zenobia St. Denver 80219

303.935.3549

www.notredamedenver.org

At St. James, we believe your children are an investment
in the future. We are committed to the development
of the whole child and we promise to foster intellectual
and moral virtues through academic excellence and love
for the truth. The values we cultivate inspire a relational
experience with Christ, which we witness to the world.
We are dedicated to academic excellence and spiritual
development. Through a nurturing environment,
we believe each child can realize their potential and
grow in faith, knowledge, and love for each other.

Pastor: Fr. Jesus Garcia
Principal: Mrs. Carol Hovell-Genth
Please visit our website for more details:
WWW.STJAMESDENVER.ORG
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Saints Peter & Paul
Catholic School?

COME TO OUR…

SPRING OPEN HOUSE!!!
Sunday, January 29, 2017 10:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 8:30a.m. – 2:00p.m.
Please RSVP: (303) 424-0402
Preschool to 8th Grades
• Rigorous academics emphasizing truth, goodness, & beauty.
• Nurturing a family-like environment.
• Authentic Catholic faith formation imbued with Carmelite spirit.
• Financial Aid & Scholarships available.
• Centrally located, 6 miles from downtown Denver.
Private Tours also available.
Please call for reservations.

3920 Pierce Street, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
www.sppscatholic.com

New presidents for two of
Denver’s Catholic schools
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

fter conducting national
searches, two of Denver’s Catholic schools have announced
the appointment of new presidents.
Paul Dull will become Escuela de
Guadalupe’s new president effective
Feb. 1, while Bill Barrett will serve as the
new president of St. Mary’s Academy
beginning July 1. Barrett will replace
interim president Vicki Schwartz, who
will continue to serve as president of St.
Mary’s Academy through June.
“It is with a heartfelt sense of humility and gratitude that I accept the position of president of St. Mary’s Academy,” Barrett said in a press release.
“For more than 150 years, St. Mary’s
Academy has prepared children to
serve, lead and succeed, and my family
and I are honored and proud to be a part
of the St. Mary’s Academy community.”
St. Mary’s Academy was founded in
the 1860s by three Sisters of Loretto from

Paul Dull

Santa Fe, N.M., and are committed to
educating their students in the traditions
of the Loretto sisters, educating “others
as well as ourselves to truly, beauty and
the ways of peace, in the spirit of Jesus.”
“We feel very excited and blessed
as we prepare to have Paul Dull join
his life and work with our school’s
legacy of excellence,” wrote Escuela
de Guadalupe board chairman Lindsay
Filsinger of the appointment of Dull as
the school’s new president.
Escuela de Guadalupe opened in
Sept. 1999 and according to its website, “focuses on providing a quality
dual-language education, rooted in
Catholic values.”

St. Thomas More
Catholic School
Open House & Campus Tours

Wednesday, February 1 – 9:00am – 2:00pm
A Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence
Over 1,730 service hours
volunteered by middle
schoolers last year
12 Presidential Award
Recipients in 2016
ACRE top school 3 out of 4
years
Academic Decathalon
and Speech Teams rank #1
consistently

303.770.0441
www.stmcatholic.org

7071 East Otero Avenue † Centennial, CO 80112
Preschool † Elementary † Middle School

Bill Barrett

One thing’s certain,
students here will always
learn to spread their wings.
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Get Involved
FEBRUARY

JANUARY

Archbishop’s Lecture
Series presents
Dr. Francis Beckwith

Catholic
Schools Week
29 1/29 - 2/4, It’s Catholic Schools Week!
See what kinds of festivties your kids’
schools are having, and be sure to
continue to pray for our students, teachers
and all those who work so hard to form
our children into intentional disciples of
Jesus Christ. To learn more about the
archbishop’s and superintendent’s vision
for Denver’s Catholic schools, be sure to
visit denvercatholicschools.com.
FEBRUARY

Theology on Tap

27 7 p.m., St. John Vianney Seminary Refectory, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
RSVP. Baylor University professor Dr. Francis Beckwith will share his story in a talk
titled “From Catholic to Evangelical and Back Again: Reflections of a Catholic
Revert 10 Years Later.” Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be provided. For more
information and to RSVP, visit archden.org/lecture.
FEBRUARY
WAYS TO SERVE
9

Lunch in the Park with
Christ in the City
Every Wednesday
and the 2nd Saturday
of every month, Help
the CIC missionaries
serve a meal to their
friends on the street.

Help at Little
Flower Assistance
Center - Aurora
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.,
Help interview clients,
assist them with
their food needs,
provide referrals to
community services
or help out in the
food pantry.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

The Gabriel House Project
The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
3401 Pecos St., Denver,
free. Christ in the City
headquarters has moved,
and they’re inviting
everybody to join them
for an open house.
Festivties will include a
house blessing, tours and
a potluck dinner. If you
can, please bring food
to share for the potluck.
For more details, visit
christinthecity.com.
11

One-time serving
opportunities
To sign up to serve
a meal or other
one-time serving
opportunities,
contact Rebecca
at rmessall@
ccdenver.org.

	Christ in the City Open
House

	100th anniversary Mass
for Our Lady of Lourdes
in Wiggins

5 p.m., Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish, 506
Main St., Wiggins. Join
Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila and the parish
community at Our Lady
of Lourdes as they
celebrate 100 years
since their founding.

13 7 p.m., The Irish Snug, 1201 E. Colfax Ave., Denver. Theology on Tap continues
its “Reasons to Believe” series. For more details, contact Mary at mary.
mcgeehan@archden.org.
11

Servant of the Word
Workshop

6:45 p.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish,
11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn, $75 per
person, $125 per couple.
The Denver Catholic
Biblical and Catechetical
schools are honoring Dr.
Tim Gray as the Servant
of the Word. Dr. Gray
will lead several talks at
this all-day workshop;
Mass and lunch will be
provided. For more
details and to register,
visit sotwworkshop.org

11

	St. Valentine’s Dinner
at Centro San Juan
Diego

6 p.m., Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence
St., Denver, $80 per
couple. Looking for
early Vanetine’s Day
plans? Head down to
Centro San Juan Diego
for a special Valentine’s
dinner and a talk by
Maria del Carmen Alva.
For more details, contact
Paulina at 303-2959470 x106 or paulina.
medina@archden.org.
12 	St. Anne’s 81st Annual

Spaghetti Dinner

12 p.m. - 6 p.m., Shrine
of St. Anne’s Catholic
Church, 7555 Grant Pl.,
Arvada, $3 - $8. Shrine
of St. Anne Catholic
Church hosts their 81st
Annual Spaghetti Dinner.
Contact 303-420-1280 or
dcapra@shrineofstanne.
org for more details.

25 	Diaconate Ordination
TBA, Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Three men
studying to be priests
at Redemptoris Mater
Missionary Seminary
will be ordained to the
transitional diaconate.
28

Beacon of Hope Gala

4 p.m. Mass, 7 p.m.
dinner, Wings Over
the Rockies, 7711 E.
Academy Blvd., Denver,
$75 - $1,500. The
6th annual Beacon of
Hope Gala will begin
with Mass at Bishop
Machebeuf High School
at 4 p.m., a cocktail
hour at 5:45 p.m., and
dinner beginning at
7 p.m. To buy tickets,
visit bohgala.org.

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Bishop
Rodriguez
appointed new
Vicar for Clergy
Most Reverend Jorge Rodriguez, S.T.D., auxiliary bishop of
Denver, vicar general and pastor
of Holy Cross Parish in Denver,
Colorado, is appointed Vicar for
Clergy ad nutum archiepisocopi,
effective June 14, 2017. At that
time his duties as pastor of Holy
Cross Parish will cease. This
appointment is in addition to his
duties as vicar general.
Bishop Rodriguez will
replace Monsignor Bernie
Schmitz, who served as Vicar
for Clergy for the past 10 years.
Monsignor Schmitz will serve
as pastor of a parish beginning
in June. We are very grateful for
Monsignor Schmitz’s service to
the priests of the archdiocese,
and wish him the best as he
moves back to parish life!

Drop down and give me 22!
It looked a little bit like boot camp at Our Lady of Loreto
school on Wednesday, Sept. 21, when the entire student body
gathered to do 22 pushups each in support of those military veterans who suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder.
Why 22? It’s estimated that 22 American military veterans
commit suicide each day. Those brave men and women who
fight for our right to be free deserve nothing but our full support
and prayers, and that’s exactly what the students of Our Lady of
Loreto intended to give. In addition to the push-ups, the students
of Our Lady of Loreto offered their prayers for veterans in front
of the Blessed Sacrament during weekly adoration. If that’s not
true patriotism, then we don’t know what is. photo provided

Twenty-nine Bishop Machebeuf students awarded scholarships

On Dec. 1, Bishop Machebeuf High School held their annual scholarship
night, during which 29 of their students were awarded scholarships for college.
Congratulations to the following students for their hard work and dedication!
Best of luck as you move on to the next exciting chapters of your lives. photo provided
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, JAN. 29
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Mario Ramirez

SUNDAY, FEB. 12
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr Jorge de los Santos

SUNDAY, FEB. 5
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Bishop Jorge Rodriguez

SUNDAY, FEB. 19
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Bernie Schmitz

Saera Chung
Sophia DeCet
Ethan Griffin
Henry Hanson
Jonathan Judge
Elizabeth Luebbers
Gianna Malak
Thomas McGarrity
Angel Medina
Janae Middleton
Maria Miller
Lucia Morton
Rachel Odle
Noah Palermo
Harrison Pulaski
Hector Rodriguez
Ana Salazar
Ryan Schmitt
Paul Sri
Erin Staib
Noemie Vitou
Joshua Bogumill
Amelia Carrillo
Michelle Esquivel
Emerson Knapp
Lauren Krager
Liam Slavin
Christian Subin
Lukas Wilson
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Perspectives

Theology isn’t math; but it is theology

D

uring the heyday of the Solidarity movement, a famous
Polish slogan had it that,
“For Poland to be Poland, 2 + 2 Must
Always = 4”. It was a quirky but
pointed
way of chalGEORGE lenging the
WEIGEL communist
culture
The Catholic Diﬀerence
of the lie,
George Weigel is a
which
distinguished senior
befogged
fellow of the Ethics and
public life
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
and warped
relationships between parents and children,
husbands and wives, colleagues and
neighbors. For Poland to be something other than the claustrophobic
Soviet puppet-state it had been since
1945 — for Poland to be itself, true to
its character and history — Poland
had to live in the truth: it had to be a
country in which 2 + 2 always
equaled 4.
That Solidarity slogan harkened
back to George Orwell’s Nineteen
Eighty-Four. In Orwell’s dystopian
novel, a totalitarian state maintains
social control by obfuscating reality,
using what the British author called
“Newspeak and doublethink” to

compel its subjects to acknowledge
as true what they know is false. Thus
one of the more odious of the characters in the novel, a regime stooge
whose job is to break the will of
“thought criminals,” explains that if
Big Brother and the omnipotent Party
say so, two plus two doesn’t necessarily equal four: “Sometimes they are
five. Sometimes they are three. Sometimes they are all of them at once.”
Which brings us to a tweet earlier
this month from Father Antonio
Spadaro, SJ, a prominent figure on the
current Roman scene.
I don’t use Twitter, so its syntactical wonderland is a bit foreign to me.
And having had previous experience
of Father Spadaro’s capacity for provocation-via-Twitter, I’m prepared to
think that, in this case, he may have
been trying to say something other
than what he seemed to be saying. But
as his tweet rang ominous bells for
anyone familiar with Orwell or Solidarity, it’s worth reflecting upon.
Here’s what Father Spadaro
tweeted (in linear, rather than Twitter, format): “Theology is not Mathematics. 2 + 2 in Theology can make 5.
Because it has to do with God and real
life of people.”
Now that was not, so to speak, a

tweet in a vacuum. It was a message
projected into an already-overheated
Catholic conversation about the
proper interpretation of the apostolic
exhortation Amoris Laetitia. In that
context, the charitable reading of
the tweet is that Father Spadaro was
reminding us of the obvious — that
pastoral care is an art, and that the
priest dealing with complicated and
messy human situations is not like a
first-grade teacher drilling six-year
olds in addition.
But then the question inevitably
arises, what is the relationship of
truth to pastoral care? And why suggest, even in Twitter-world, that there
are multiple “truths” — a convention
of the post-modern academic playpen
that leads by a short road to the chaos
of “your truth” and “my truth” and
nothing properly describable as the
truth?
As for theology, the word means
speaking-of-God, which in Christian
terms speaking of the One who is
Truth — the Truth Who makes us
free in the deepest meaning of human
liberation. There are many ways of
doing theology, and not all of them
are strictly syllogistic; St. Ephrem
the Syrian and St. Thérèse of Lisieux,
Doctors of the Church, were not

logicians. But if theology decays into
illogical forms of Newspeak, it is false
to itself.
It was providential that Christianity had its first “inculturation” in
a milieu — Greco-Roman antiquity
— where the principle of non-contradiction was well-established and
something couldn’t “be” and “not
be” simultaneously. That cultural
environment was where Christianity
found the conceptual tools to turn
confession and proclamation – “Jesus
is Lord” — into catechesis and Creed.
Suppose the first “inculturation” had
been in a setting where it made perfect sense to say “Jesus is Lord” and
“Jesus is not Lord” at the same time —
like the culture of India two millennia
ago? It made a great deal of difference
that the first formative centuries of
Christianity took place in a culture
where 2 + 2 always equaled 4.
Applying the truths of the faith to
the complexities of life is not a matter
of logic alone. But if attempts to do so
are illogical, in that they stretch truth
to the breaking point, they’re unlikely
to be pastorally effective. Because the
soul needs truth to be free.

Scorcese’s Silence and the seaside martyrs

I

have long been an ardent fan
of Martin Scorsese’s films. Taxi
Driver, Raging Bull, Goodfellas,
The Aviator, Gangs of New York, The
Last Waltz, Casino, etc. are among
the definBISHOP ing movies
ROBERT of the last
BARRON forty years.
And The
Guest Column
Departed,
Bishop Robert Barron is
Scorsese’s
the founder of the global
2007 crime
ministry, Word on Fire,
drama, was
and Auxiliary Bishop of
Los Angeles. He is the
the subject
creator of the award
matter of
winning documentary
series “Catholicism.”
the first
YouTube commentary that I ever did.
It is certainly the case, furthermore,
that the director’s Catholicism, however mitigated and conflicted, comes
through in most of his work. His most
recent offering, the much-anticipated
Silence, based upon the Shusaku Endo
novel of the same name, is a worthy
addition to the Scorsese oeuvre.

Like so many of his other films, it is
marked by gorgeous cinematography,
outstanding performances from both
lead and supporting actors, a gripping
narrative, and enough thematic complexity to keep you thinking for the
foreseeable future.
The story is set in mid-seventeenth
century Japan, where a fierce persecution of the Catholic faith is underway. To this dangerous country come
two young Jesuit priests (played by
Adam Driver and Andrew Garfield),
spiritual descendants of St. Francis
Xavier, sent to find Fr. Ferreira, their
mentor and seminary professor who,
rumor has it, had apostatized under
torture and actually gone over to the
other side. Immediately upon arriving onshore, they are met by a small
group of Japanese Christians who had
been maintaining their faith underground for many years. Due to the
extreme danger, the young priests are
forced into hiding during the day, but
they are able to engage in clandestine

ministry at night: baptizing, catechizing, confessing, celebrating the
Mass. In rather short order, however,
the authorities get wind of their
presence, and suspected Christians
are rounded up and tortured in the
hopes of luring the priests out into
the open. The single most memorable scene in the film, at least for me,
was the sea-side crucifixion of four of
these courageous lay believers. Tied
to crosses by the shore, they are, in
the course of several days, buffeted by
the incoming tide until they drown.
Afterwards, their bodies are placed on
pyres of straw and they are burned to
ashes, appearing for all the world like
holocausts offered to the Lord.
In time, the priests are captured
and subjected to a unique and terrible
form of psychological torture. The
film focuses on the struggles of Fr.
Rodrigues. As Japanese Christians,
men and women who had risked their
lives to protect him, are tortured in his
presence, he is invited to renounce his

faith and thereby put an end to their
torment. If only he would trample
on a Christian image, even as a mere
external sign, an empty formality,
he would free his colleagues from
their pain. A good warrior, he refuses.
Even when a Japanese Christian is
beheaded, he doesn’t give in. Finally,
and it is the most devastating scene
in the movie, he is brought to Fr. Ferreira, the mentor whom he had been
seeking since his arrival in Japan.
All the rumors are true: this former
master of the Christian life, this Jesuit
hero, has renounced his faith, taken a
Japanese wife, and is living as a sort of
philosopher under the protection of
the state. Using a variety of arguments,
the disgraced priest tries to convince
his former student to give up the quest
to evangelize Japan, which he characterized as a “swamp” where the seed of
Christianity can never take root.
The next day, in the presence of
Christians being horrifically tortured,
hung upside down inside a pit filled
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Rogue One’s Chirrut and Baze are not a couple

I

think sexuality is very important, but when the world I live in
constantly tells me that all of my
intimate relationships should be erotic
in nature, something rebels inside of
me. This
FATHER happened
RYAN
recently
O’NEILL upon reading specuGuest Column
lation on
Father O’Neill is the
the internet
vocations director for the
that the
Archdiocese of Denver.
relationship between Chirrut Imwe and Baze
Malbus in the new Star Wars movie,
Rogue One, is of a homosexual nature.
As I watched Rogue One, I was
deeply moved by the characters and
relationship of Chirrut and Baze. However, I was disgusted when I noticed
how many articles were implying, or
reading into these characters and their
relationship, a homosexual romance.
I do not think this is the right or true
interpretation of Chirrut and Baze’s
relationship, but rather a projection of
our social norms into these characters,
which speaks to a huge hole in our
social life.
In the movie, there is no evidence
of any physical affection between
Chirrut and Baze. We never hear them

calling each other pet-names or nicknames like most lovers would do. And
they never talk about a common life
together beyond their common mission as Guardians of the Whills.
I propose that Chirrut and Baze are
friends — may I go so far as to say they
are intimate friends — but that their
friendship is not based on physical
attraction, but rather on a common,
unchanging purpose.
In fact, I think Chirrut and Baze
are good role models for what ails our
society. To begin with, it is fruitless
to try to understand these characters
without a religious lens. They are both
Guardians of the Whills in the Star
Wars universe, which means they are
attached to the religion of the Force.
Chirrut is a monk, and as far as we
can, tell Baze is a disillusioned monk. I
don’t have to try very hard to convince
anyone who has seen this movie of
Chirrut’s faith in the Force. Baze even
makes fun of Chirrut for praying while
they are locked in jail cell. And not
to mention, Chirrut is blind, an obvious symbol most world religions use
to describe the life of someone who
believes in a higher power.
It seems more likely to me that
Chirrut and Baze are friends because of
their common love for the Force and the

temple of Jedha. They both believe in
something greater than themselves and
they were both drawn to become warrior monks in service of the temple in
Jedha and to promote the Light side of
the Force throughout the galaxy. They
grew closer as they found that they both
had a common, unchanging purpose in
love and service of the temple in Jedha.
I do not think many people have an
experience of this kind of friendship,
so the tendency is to force spiritual
and intimate relationships into a
sexual context. There is something
deeply flawed in our society if we
think that all moments of intimacy
end with an erotic act. It’s a symptom
of a culture that is oversaturated with
an unhealthy view of sexuality, and is
ignorant of different kinds of intimacy.
Loneliness is increasing in the
world, and we are told that more sex is
the answer. I disagree. We are lonely
because we have acquaintances and
sexual partners, but very few intimate
friends.
Our society is starving for true intimacy. When I say intimate, I do not
mean sex. True intimacy is sharing
my deepest thoughts, feelings and
desires with another person. What we
all really want is true intimacy with
others — a deep sharing of our hearts.

One way to achieve this desire is to
begin establishing relationships based
on a common purpose.
The more we tend to make every
intimate relationship a sexual relationship, the more self-absorbed and less
free we will become. I propose we consider the model of Chirrut and Baze,
who love each other as friends, founded
on a common purpose of service to
the Light side. This frees them to be
intimate with each other in a manner
that is only possible if there is a higher
power or greater cause that both men
worship and seek to serve. If their relationship becomes self-absorbed and all
about “us,” then it will quickly devolve
into using the other person for his own
emotional or physical pleasure.
I would also suggest that in the real
world there are many examples of
healthy friendships between persons
of the same sex that are not homosexual in nature. For example, there are
many Catholic priests who are living
in this kind of intimacy with their
brother priests. And I would even dare
to say that there are people with same
sex attraction who have taken Jesus’
call to chastity seriously and are living
in a healthy non-erotic intimacy with
their friends. Not only is it possible,
but it’s urgently necessary.

with excrement, he is given the opportunity, once more, to step on a depiction of the face of Christ. At the height
of his anguish, resisting from the
depth of his heart, Rodrigues hears
what he takes to be the voice of Jesus
himself, finally breaking the divine
silence, telling him to trample on the
image. When he does so, a cock crows
in the distance. In the wake of his
apostasy, he follows in the footsteps of
Ferreira, becoming a ward of the state,
a well-fed, well-provided for philosopher, regularly called upon to step
on a Christian image and formally
renounce his Christian faith. He takes
a Japanese name and a Japanese wife
and lives out many long years in Japan
before his death at the age of 64 and
his burial in a Buddhist ceremony.
What in the world do we make of
this strange and disturbing story?
Like any great film or novel, Silence
obviously resists a univocal or onesided interpretation. In fact, almost
all of the commentaries that I have

read, especially from religious people,
emphasize how Silence beautifully
brings forward the complex, layered,
ambiguous nature of faith. Fully
acknowledging the profound psychological and spiritual truth of that
claim, I wonder whether I might add
a somewhat dissenting voice to the
conversation? I would like to propose
a comparison, altogether warranted
by the instincts of a one-time soldier named Ignatius of Loyola, who
founded the Jesuit order to which all
the Silence missionaries belonged.
Suppose a small team of highly-trained American special ops was
smuggled behind enemy lines for a
dangerous mission. Suppose furthermore that they were aided by loyal
civilians on the ground, who were
eventually captured and proved willing to die rather than betray the mission. Suppose finally that the troops
themselves were eventually detained
and, under torture, renounced their
loyalty to the United States, joined

their opponents and lived comfortable lives under the aegis of their
former enemies. Would anyone be
eager to celebrate the layered complexity and rich ambiguity of their
patriotism? Wouldn’t we see them
rather straightforwardly as cowards
and traitors?
My worry is that all of the stress
on complexity and multivalence and
ambiguity is in service of the cultural
elite today, which is not that different from the Japanese cultural elite
depicted in the film. What I mean is
that the secular establishment always
prefers Christians who are vacillating,
unsure, divided, and altogether eager
to privatize their religion. And it is
all too willing to dismiss passionately
religious people as dangerous, violent, and let’s face it, not that bright.
Revisit Ferreira’s speech to Rodrigues
about the supposedly simplistic
Christianity of the Japanese laity if
you doubt me on this score. I wonder
whether Shusaku Endo (and perhaps

Scorsese) was actually inviting us
to look away from the priests and
toward that wonderful group of courageous, pious, dedicated, long-suffering lay people who kept the Christian
faith alive under the most inhospitable conditions imaginable and who,
at the decisive moment, witnessed
to Christ with their lives. Whereas
the specially trained Ferreira and
Rodrigues became paid lackeys of a
tyrannical government, those simple
folk remained a thorn in the side of
the tyranny.
I know, I know, Scorsese shows
the corpse of Rodrigues inside his
coffin clutching a small crucifix,
which proves, I suppose, that the
priest remained in some sense Christian. But again, that’s just the kind
of Christianity the regnant culture
likes: utterly privatized, hidden
away, harmless. So okay, perhaps a
half-cheer for Rodrigues, but a fullthroated three cheers for the martyrs,
crucified by the seaside.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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School choice a legislative priority for the archdiocese in 2017
BY AARON LAMBERT

T

he Office of Catholic Schools, the
Colorado Catholic Conference
and a diverse group of state-wide
allies are teaming up to make school
choice an important issue this legislative session, which opened Jan. 11.
Superintendent Kevin Kijewski
and Colorado Catholic Conference
executive director Jenny Kraska are
pushing for Colorado legislators to consider implementing a scholarship tax
credit program within the state, which
would grant a tax credit to individuals
and/or businesses who make donations
to scholarship-granting organizations.
Those organizations can then use the
donations to create scholarships that
can be given to help pay for the cost of

tuition at private schools or out-of-district public schools that would otherwise be too expensive for families.
The overarching goal for passing
such a law is to promote school choice,
or as Kijewski and Kraska prefer to call
it, parental choice.
“We’ve been making a concerted
effort to get away from using the term
‘school choice’ to the term ‘parental
choice,’ because really, it’s about parents being able to make the decisions
for their kids,” Kraska said.
Implementing a scholarship tax
credit program could be beneficial not
only for Catholic schools, but for private
and charter schools as well. Ultimately,
it empowers parents to be, as the Catholic Church teaches, the primary educators and teachers of their children.

“It’s not just about Catholic schools;
it’s about giving kids and parents choices,”
Kijewski told the Denver Catholic.
The concept of school choice is a hot
button issue in education, made even
more so with the nomination of known
school choice advocate Betsy DeVos as
education secretary. School choice, in
its simplest form, can be defined as
programs that offer students and their
families alternatives to public schools.
Every taxpayer funds public schools
with the taxes they pay; school choice
allows for these public funds to follow
students to the schools or services that
best meet their needs, whether that be
public schools, private schools, charter
schools or homeschooling.
While the current federal ruling
supports private school choice

through public funding — a precedent
set by the 2002 Supreme Court case
Zelman V. Harris — the main obstacle
to school choice lies within the states.
In Colorado’s case, there are two Blaine
Amendments in the state constitution
that strictly prohibit any public funds
from being allocated to private school
entities. These provisions date back to
the late 1800s and are named for Congressman James G. Blaine, who fueled
the anti-Catholic rhetoric of the time
by lobbying for these provisions to be
passed in each of the states after a federal proposal was shot down.
Thirty-eight of the 50 states in
the U.S. still have some sort of Blaine
amendment in their state
constitutions.
“[Blaine amendments]
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Q&A: The most important legislative issues
Colorado Catholics should keep an eye on this year
BY THERESE AAKER

W

hile political
involvement
on a national
level gets more attention,
it’s important to be aware
of how the Catholic community can get involved
at the state level with this
year’s upcoming legislative issues.
For the Catholic community in Colorado especially, one major concern
is the End-of-Life Options
Act (Prop 106), which
legalized assisted suicide
in the state, and what the
next steps are. While it’s
not a legislative issue,
its implementation is a
major concern, as are the
long-term effects of what
it means for our state and
culture overall.
Jennifer Kraska, the
executive director of the
Colorado Catholic Conference and president
of the National Association of State Catholic
Conference Directors

(NASCCD), shared her
thoughts on the implementation of End-of-Life
Options Act and this year’s
most important legislative
issues for the state.
DENVER CATHOLIC:

One major concern
post-election is the
legalization of assisted
suicide. What do you
think its implementation will look like
regarding Catholic
healthcare providers
and the state overall?

JENNIFER KRASKA:

The law officially went
into effect in December.
In terms of implementation regarding Catholic
healthcare providers,
we’ve already witnessed
a policy statement from
the Sisters of Charity,
Leavenworth (SCL), stating that their facilities
have opted out of participating in assisted suicide,
and if patients request a
prescription for assisted
suicide, they’ll be offered

«B1

provide a huge impediment for [public] money
flowing to private
schools,” Kraska said.
There are a few different options
when it comes to school choice, including the popular voucher system and
the more recent Education Savings
Accounts. For Colorado, however,
Kijewski and Kraska suggest the best
option is to implement a scholarship
tax credit program, which has also been
implemented in 17 other states.
GIVING PARENTS CONTROL
Brittany Corona is a national school
choice advocate and former director of
state policy for EdChoice. She is starting a
National Catholic education reform nonprofit organization, the vision for which
is based on the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on Christian Education,
Gravissimum Educationis. It will work

the opportunity to transfer to another facility of
their choosing. I fully
expect that there will be
a similar opt-out policies
implemented at Catholic healthcare facilities
around the state.
DC: What other major

issues will legislature
face this year? Is there
anything Catholics
should especially be
aware of?
JK: Two issues of importance to the Catholic
community that will
arise this session are bills
concerning a tax credit
for educational scholarship granting organizations (i.e., Seeds of Hope)
and legislation that seeks
to repeal the death penalty in Colorado.
DC: How would you

characterize the atmosphere at the State
Capitol going into the
2017 session?
JK: I would say there

primarily to unify the Catholic voice in
education reform and advocate directly
within the school choice network.
According to Gravissimum Educationis, parents are the primary teachers
of their children and should be free to
choose which school their child goes to
in conformity with their conscience. To
that end, Corona said that school choice
works in conjunction with the Church’s
teachings regarding education.
“Allowing for public funds, or in
the case of tax credit scholarships,
charitable donations to scholarship
granting organizations, to be directed
toward families who direct those dollars towards school choice or education
options in choice, is consistent with
Church teaching,” Corona explained.
There are limitations to scholarship tax credits, however. Corona said
that because they’re funded entirely
by charitable donations, there is a cap

Jenny Kraska,
executive director of
the Colorado Catholic
Conference, shares
her thoughts on
the most important
legislative issues of
the year. For more
info, visit their website
cocatholicconference.
org. photo provided

i
For more information on
the Colorado Catholic
Conference, visit
cocatholiconference.org/.

is an atmosphere of
anticipation, mainly
in anticipation about
what will happen at the
federal level and how
those federal decisions/
policies will trickle down
to the state level. There
is also an atmosphere
of understanding that
we are operating with
a divided government
at the state level, and if
things are going to get
done, there will need to
be real efforts, on the
part of both parties, to
reach across the aisle.
DC: Is there anything

you think Catholics
should remember
post-election?
JK: There are many
people, including Catholics, on both sides of
the political aisle that
are either happy or
disappointed about the
outcome of our national
elections. I would say
there is a third group of
people that are uncertain

on the money that students are able to
access. According to Corona, the ideal
method for school choice would be
to “allow parents to direct the dollars
that are allotted for their children to an
education option of choice.” Education
Savings Accounts are the best option to
systematically change the system for
school choice, she said.
Still, she said that in the case of Colorado, scholarship tax credits are the
best way to go.
“Scholarship tax credits differ from
other school choice options because
they’re completely made up of charitable contributions, so it’s not coming
out of the state pot of public funding at
all,” she said.
Though results vary on a state-bystate basis, statistics show that attendance rates at private schools increase
when parents are given choices of which
schools to send their kids to. The state

about what the outcome
of the presidential election will mean for them
and their families. First
and foremost, we must
remember to keep all
our elected officials in
our prayers. Second, we
must remain vigilant,
which means we help
our elected officials do
the right thing, and when
they don’t, we must
respectfully express our
resistance.
DC: How can people

get involved?

JK: I would encourage

people to sign up to
receive the Colorado
Catholic Conference’s
Action Alerts via email:
cocatholicconference.
org/voter-voice/?vvsrc=%2fregister. I would
also urge people to visit
the State Capitol, attend
an elected official’s town
hall meeting and most
importantly, make sure
you are registered to
vote.

of Florida implemented a scholarship
tax credit program in 2001, and recent
statistics published by the Florida
Department of Education show a steady
increase in private school enrollment
rates from 2011-2016.
Competition also plays a factor
when parents have a choice, which can
increase the overall quality of education
a school offers.
“If parents are able to choose what
school to send their kids to, you’re going
to have a healthy amount of competition among all the different schools
out there, including Catholic schools,”
Kijewski said. “Everyone needs to raise
the bar, and school choice is the incentive to do so.
“This is about empowering people,
not only to go to Catholic school, but
to go to whatever school they want.
It’s about empowering people to make
choices for their kids.”
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The good guys do exist

si llib eTh

HOW A BILL BECOMES A COLORADO LAW

Catholic senators serving our state

T

he good guys don’t make the headlines very often. So here’s a friendly
reminder that, in the political world, they do still exist.
Senators Kevin Priola and Jack Tate are both Catholic family men who
were concerned about their community and decided to take action. And most importantly, their faith remains central to their lives and informs their service to the state.
This is the first of what we hope will be many profiles of Catholic legislators
serving in the State Legislature. To start, here are two of your senators and their
most important issues – you might be able to say hello if they go to your parish.
BY THERESE AAKER

JACK TATE | REPUBLICAN,
SENATE DISTRICT 27
Originally from Nashville, Tenn.,
Senator Jack Tate has been a resident
of Colorado for 18 years and a Centennial resident for 12.
He received an engineering degree from
Duke University and
graduate degrees
from the University
of Colorado Denver in
finance and marketing. He also completed graduate work in political science and economics at the University
of Missouri-Kansas City.
Before his work in politics, Tate
worked for 25 years as a project manager, engineer and financial manager
and was elected state senator in 2014.
Important issues include creating
jobs, attending school needs, fixing
problems with rising housing costs,
energy efficiency, constitutional rights
and attending to fixing the healthcare
system.
“I am not the guy with all the
answers,” Tate says on his website.
“Instead, I’m the guy who can listen,
understand and work hard to discover
those answers and solve problems…
We must seek thoughtful solutions
as opposed to making ‘pie in the sky’
promises. We should ask that of all
politicians.”
Tate and his wife Kathleen, a physician and surgeon in private practice,
attend Our Lady of Loreto Parish with
their three children and his interests
include youth soccer and basketball, literary interpretation, Colorado railroad
history, skiing, tennis, golf and fishing.
For more information, visit
his website, jacktate.org.

KEVIN PRIOLA | REPUBLICAN,
SENATE DISTRICT 25
Senator Kevin Priola grew up a Colorado native and attended Regis High
School and the University of Colorado,
Boulder, graduating with a business
degree. While in college, Priola was
an active member of
the College Republicans group, hosting
caucuses and raising
awareness of political issues on campus.
Prior to his election
to the senate, Priola worked at Priola
Greenhouses and CAP Property Management. He is vice-president and treasurer for both and is also president of
Priola Real Estate & Investment.
Priola got involved in politics
because of his concern for the state,
especially after having children, and
the environment they would grow up
in, he said.
But his faith is most important.
“I try to live my life informed by my
faith and let my faith direct decisions I
make serving,” Priola said.
Priola is especially passionate about
green industry issues at the Capitol,
opposes new taxes and fee increases and
believes in the importance of private
property rights, especially small businesses. Other issues listed on his website include improving state economy,
quality education standards, protecting
Colorado water, keeping families safe
from sexual predators and reducing
traffic congestion with transportation
solutions. He also believes in the commitment to the protection of human
dignity, beginning at conception and
ending at natural death.
He and his wife, Michele, a fifth
grade teacher, have four children and
live in Adams County. On their days off,
they enjoy hiking, camping or skiing.
They attend Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Northglenn.
For more information, visit his website, kevinpriola.com.

IF IT STA RTS IN T HE HOU SE
If it’s a
senate bill,
it follows
a similar
process
beginning in
the senate.

Bill is introduced by a house sponsor and assigned
to a committee for review
The committee meets to discuss the bill, make amendments
and vote.

Committee submits report
If the report is approved, the bill is sent to the full house for
a second round of debate, amendments and voting. If the
bill passes the second round, the house debates, amends
and votes for the third time. If it passes the third time, then...

PASSE D TO T HE SE N AT E
Bill is introduced by a senate sponsor and assigned to a
committee for review
The committee meets to discuss the bill, make amendments
and vote.

Committee submits report
If the report is approved, the bill is sent to the full senate for a
second round of debate, amendments and voting. If the bill
passes the second round, the senate debates, amends and
votes for the third time. If it passes the third time, then...

B AC K TO T HE HOUSE
The bill is sent to a committee of both
house and senate representatives and
they iron out differences. If both agree,
the reports go back to the full house
and senate. If the full house and senate
accept the changes,

If the senate amended the bill
And the house rejects the changes,

OR
If the bill passed the senate unamended,

OR
If the senate amended the bill
And the house accepts the changes,

PA SSE D TO T HE G OVE R N OR

It becomes a
law if...

The governor
signs it.

If the governor fails to sign
to sign it within 10 days
during session, or within
30 days if the general
assembly is adjourned.

If the governor vetoes
it, the bill is passed
back to both the house
and senate again. If
two-thirds vote for the
bill, it becomes a law.
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Our schools are wonderful and nurturing
environments that bring hope to inner-city
kids and their families. Don’t just take
our word for it. Come see one of
our schools for yourself!
Masses are optional.

Our remaining 2017 tours:
Friday, February 17, 2017
Sts. Peter & Paul
Mass at 8:00am, Tour at 9:00am
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Annunciation
Mass at 8:30am, Tour at 9:30am
Monday, April 24, 2017
St. Francis de Sales
Tour at 9:00am, Mass at 10:30am
Thursday, May 18, 2017
Assumption
Mass at 9:00am, Tour at 10:00am

Planning Your Will and
Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34

If you would like to tour another
Seeds of Hope school or the dates and times
listed above do not work for your schedule,
please let us know as we are
happy to accommodate.
Schedule a tour by calling 720.476.7521
or sign up online at

seedsofhopedenver.org

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com

