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The staff of the Denver Catholic
wishes all our readers a joyful
and Merry Christmas!
Our next issue will be on
January 28, 2017.
Happy New Year!
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

How we answered Christ’s knock in 2016

“T

he Word who found a dwelling in Mary’s womb comes
to knock on the heart of
every person” at Christmas, Pope St.
John Paul II said. Jesus is the Father’s
merciful response to humanity, and he
continues to knock on every human
heart. As we celebrate Christmas and
the beginning of 2017, it is the perfect
time to lift our hearts in gratitude to
the Father for his help in responding to
that knock in 2016 and ponder in our
hearts how we will do so next year.
As I look back at 2016, I am deeply
grateful for the many, many people
who have generously responded to
Jesus’ call for them. The people of the
archdiocese are a real gift to me, and
so I would like to give praise to God
by recalling some of this past year’s
major works of mercy that occurred
in the Year of Mercy.
The unborn are close to my heart,
so the first area I would like to highlight involves the efforts to protect
and support those whose lives are in
danger. The Church faithfully stood
up in defense of life at its most vulnerable stages by gathering for the March
for Life at the Capitol last January. In
March, we built on that momentum
by gathering close to 2,000 people to
process with the Blessed Sacrament
around Planned Parenthood in Stapleton. This public witness and our
prayers for the unborn are a crucial

component of the effort to build a culture of life and reject the throwaway
culture in which we live.
Another important aspect of mercy
which creates a culture that embraces
life is providing material support for
mothers in crisis pregnancies. Through
Catholic Charities and its launch of the
Marisol Health clinics in Lafayette and
Denver, we are now able to provide full
OB/GYN care for expectant mothers,
family care after birth, and in the near
future, a place to stay for homeless
mothers and their newborns.
Even though the coalition against
Proposition 106 was not ultimately
successful in convincing our fellow
citizens to vote against the measure
that legalized doctor-assisted suicide,
the Church was faithful in standing up
against the culture of death. We can all
benefit from seeing this with the outlook of St. Mother Teresa, who said,
“God has not called me to be successful; He has called me to be faithful.” It
was truly edifying to see all the yard
signs, hear from pastors about their
efforts to educate the faithful and the
number of people who were positively
impacted by the campaign. Going
forward, the archdiocese will work to
continue to educate people on end-oflife decisions and the care that is available in those trying circumstances.
Pope Francis, through his declaration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy,

JAN. 14: Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (11 a.m.)

DEC. 25: Mass, Women’s
Correctional Facility

JAN. 25: Mass with seminarians and faculty, St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary, St. John Paul II Center
(12:10 p.m.)

JAN. 1: Mass, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (10:30 a.m.)
JAN. 11: All school Mass,
Holy Family High School
(10:15 a.m.)

her committed service to the poor,
bringing them food, clothes, medicine and her loving presence, despite
being mistreated and poor herself.
Julia’s life and her dedication to the
Sacred Heart, her love for the Eucharist and the Blessed Virgin, remind
me of another knock on the door
that the archdiocese experienced in
2016. This past August, Pope Francis
appointed Bishop Jorge Rodriguez to
serve as an auxiliary bishop for our
archdiocese. The events surrounding
the bishop’s ordination in November
made apparent the generosity of the
people of northern Colorado. So many
of you expressed your love for Bishop
Rodriguez and gratitude for the Holy
Father’s appointment.
For his episcopal motto, Bishop
Rodriguez chose, “His mercy is from
generation to generation.” His motto
is a reminder to each of us that it is
God’s mercy that sustains us and gives
us the strength to respond when he
calls us to follow him. In the coming
year, I ask each of you to pray and
reflect on how you will respond to God
when he knocks on the door of your
heart. Continue my dearest brothers
and sisters to grow in the merciful love
of the Father! Like the Virgin Mary,
may you allow him to enter and give
you the grace to follow his call for you.
May God bless you in this Christmas season and fill you with his joy!

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
DEC. 24-25: Midnight Mass,
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception

DEC. 27: Priesthood ordination and transitional diaconate ordination, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception (5 p.m.)

focused the entire Church on becoming more aware of our need to receive
and give mercy. He did this by emphasizing the importance of encountering
Jesus, urging priests to make Christ’s
mercy through Confession more available, granting indulgences, and encouraging everyone to carry out works of
mercy. Many of the priests shared with
me that people were returning to Confession after years away from the sacrament. There is truth in the teaching
of Jesus, that there is more joy over one
repentant sinner than the ninety-nine
righteous (Lk. 15:7). As archbishop I
tasted that joy, as did the priests hearing confessions.
I was also encouraged to see how
people throughout the archdiocese
gladly embraced the Jubilee Year,
with thousands of people passing
through the five holy doors, hundreds
going on pilgrimage and countless
works of mercy being performed.
In a particular way, our archdiocese focused on the Servant of God
Julia Greeley as our model for imitating the mercy of Christ. On December 18, I had the blessing of officially
opening Julia’s cause for beatification
and canonization. This was a historic
event, since it is the first time the
archdiocese has begun the process of
investigating a person who lived in
our midst. Julia’s witness of mercy
and selfless charity were evident in

JAN. 26: Mass with seminarians and faculty, Redemptoris
Mater Seminary chapel, St.
John Paul II Center (5:30
p.m.)
JAN. 28: Mass before Beacon
of Hope gala, Bishop Machebeuf High School (4 p.m.)

@ArchbishopDen

Dec. 19

Humbled to accept
CCU’s @Centennial
CCU John K.
Andrews award Dec.
14. May God bless
our nation as we
head into 2017. #ReligiousFreedom +sja
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila received the second annual John Andrews
Award at Colorado Christian University Dec. 14. Named after the previous president of the Centennial institute, the John Andrews Award is
given to people who exemplify dedication to defending religious freedom and the role of faith in the public square. photo proVided
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In-Depth

“Simple, humble”
Julia Greeley placed
on path to sainthood

SAINT
PETITION
RESULT

BY AARON LAMBERT
aaron.lambert@archden.org |

How to become a

@AaronLmbrt

A

n ex-slave from Hannibal, Mo., who found
her way to Denver and the Catholic Church
in the late 1800s, is now the first person the
Archdiocese of Denver has proposed for sainthood.
The canonization process for Denver’s “Angel of
Charity,” Julia Greeley, was officially opened with a
special Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception Dec. 18.
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila celebrated the Mass,
during which the official edict proclaiming Greeley’s
cause for sainthood was presented before the congregation, and members of the historical council and
tribunal responsible for investigating her heroic virtues were sworn in.
“It is a historic moment for the Archdiocese of
Denver as we move forward the first of the sessions
toward the canonization of the servant of God, Julia
Greeley,” Archbishop Aquila said during his homily.
“It is truly wondrous when one looks at this simple,
humble woman – a laywoman who is known because
of her deep faith in Christ.”
David Uebbing, chancellor of the archdiocese, was
sworn in Sunday as the vice-postulator of the cause,
which means that he will help to oversee the investigation. “For the first time in the 129-year history of
the Archdiocese of Denver, we have officially begun
investigating the possibility that a saint lived in our
midst,” Uebbing told Denver Catholic.
Mary Lesiring, current director of the Julia Greeley
guild, retraced the life of Julia Greeley at the Mass.
An impoverished woman herself, Greeley was known
for hauling goods around in a red wagon to families
who were facing hardship, and she often did so using
the cover of night so as to avoid bringing shame to
those she helped.
She would also deliver Sacred Heart pamphlets
to the firehouses around Denver, providing spiritual
encouragement for those men who were in the dangerous profession of being firefighters.
The next session of the diocesan phase of the canonization process will take place Feb. 21. Capuchin
Friar Father Gene Emrisek will be called as a witness
to testify for Greeley’s reputation of holiness. Father
Emrisek founded the Julia Greeley Guild in 2011.
When the diocesan phase of the investigation into
Greeley’s possible sainthood closes, the investigators
will send a report to the Vatican with their findings.
The Pontifical Commission for the Causes of Saints
will then decide whether or not to continue the process.

DIOCESAN
PHASE

RESULT

Julia Greeley, Denver’s “Angel of Charity,” was declared a
Servant of God Dec.
18, and could one day
become a saint.

VATICAN
REVIEW
RESULT

file photo

VATICAN
PHASE
RESULT

FIRST
MIRACLE

i
INFOGRAPHIC: HOW
TO BECOME A SAINT
Ever wondered how some
of your favorite saints
got that name? This
infographic breaks down
the Church’s process for
determining whether or
not a faithful disciple of
Christ is worthy enough
to be deemed a “saint.”

RESULT

SECOND
MIRACLE
RESULT

The faithful petition the local
bishop to open the cause.
If the bishop agrees to open the
cause, the candidate is given
the title “SERVANT OF GOD”.

After receiving clearance from the Vatican
and consulting with the bishops’ conference, a
team investigates the life, work, writings of the
candidate, and any miracles attributed to his or
her intercession.
A report is sent to Vatican’s
Congregation for the Causes of
Saints.

The Congregation for the Causes of Saints
reviews the report.
If the Congregation believes
that the candidate is worthy
of further consideration, it
initiates its own investigation.

The Congregation for the Causes of Saints
launches its own investigation.
If the Pope believes the candidate
lived a heroically virtuous life, he
declares this and the candidate is
given the title “VENERABLE”.

One miracle must be attributed to the
intercession of the candidate. Once a
miracle comes to light, it is investigated
where it occurred and then verified by the
Congregation for Causes of Saints.
A decree is issued to declare the miracle valid.
The candidate will then be beatified by the
Holy Father, and given the title “BLESSED”.

To move forward to canonization, a second
miracle must be approved.
A decree is issued to declare the
miracle valid. The candidate will
then be canonized, and given
the title “SAINT”.
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Beacon
HopeGala
of

2017

MARISOL SERVICES

Celebrate the Joy of Life
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2017
WINGS OVER THE ROCKIES

Calling Pro-life Colorado:
stand up and ‘be counted’
Chris Stefanick,
Abby Johnson
to headline
Jan. 14 march
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

4:00 pm Private Mass

Celebrant: Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Bishop Machebeuf High School - School Gymnasium
458 Uinta Way, Denver, CO 80230

Gala Event

After Mass, proceed to Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum
7711 East Academy Boulevard, Denver, CO 80230
Less than 1/2 mile from Bishop Machebeuf

5:30 pm - 6:45 pm | The Marketplace

Enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres while roaming the Marketplace

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm | The Gala & Live Auction
Dinner and Program

Young Professional Lounge

Lounge returns this year for attendees 21 - 30 years old. Experience the same
compelling evening from the Mezzanine in a cool, fun lounge furnished by
American Furniture Warehouse while enjoying a hip, buffet-style menu.

Register online at

bohgala.org

Beacon
HopeGala
of

Around the Archdiocese

2016

E

very pro-life Coloradan is
invited to gather the second
week of January at the State
Capitol to “be counted” and “show with
overwhelming numbers” that this state
is pro-life, says event headliner Chris
Stefanick, founder of Real Life Catholic.
The annual March for Life is set for
Jan. 14, 2017, on the steps of the state
capitol. Various Masses will be held
around downtown Denver before the
March.
The march marks the anniversary of
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court
case that legalized abortion across the
United States, and it roughly coincides
with the national March for Life that
is held each year on Jan. 22 in Washington, D.C.
In an interview with Denver Catholic, Stefanik encouraged all pro-life
Coloradans to come out in big numbers
for the January life event: “All politics,
like all religion, happens locally. This is
where we experience our life … that is
why we can’t afford not to be counted
in our home city.”
Former Planned Parenthood
employee-turned pro-life advocate
Abby Johnson is also slated for the Jan.
14 march in Denver.
The author of Unplanned, the
best-selling book that chronicles Johnson’s exit from the abortion industry,
told Denver Catholic that events such
as the March for Life are critical for
the cause of life: “It’s always important for like-minded individuals to come
together to support one another. It is
easy for pro-lifers to feel alone in this
movement, particularly in states that
are typically pro-abortion.”
She said her talk will encourage all
pro-lifers to “participate in all forms
of prolife activism, [such as] helping to

support pregnancy resource centers,
working on pro-life legislation and
peaceful activism outside local abortion facilities.”
“It is our job,” she added, “not to
simply make abortion illegal, but to
make it unthinkable.”
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will
preside at the Respect Life Mass at
11:30 a.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, and lead
the rally on the steps of the state capitol
at 1 p.m.
Since abortion was legalized in 1973,
an estimated 59 million babies have
died in this country because of abortion.
In the United States, 1.45 abortions are
performed per minute, 87 each hour
and 2.092 abortions per day, according
to numberofabortions.com.
Alexa Forster, Respect Life program manager for Catholic Charities
of Denver, told Denver Catholic that it’s
“imperative that we publically show our
love and support for all human life. As
Catholics, we belong to the Universal
Church and we must gather in unity
and peace to show Denver that we stand
against the prevailing evil of abortion.”
Carmen Elena Villa
contributed to this report.

i
See page 5 for full schedule of events.
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Denver Archdiocese is strong and moving forward
A Q&A with chief ﬁnancial
oﬃcer Keith Parsons
BY ROXANNE KING

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

he Denver Catholic spoke with
the Denver Archdiocese’s chief
financial officer, Keith Parsons,
about the 2016 Financial Report, which
is included in this issue. The interview
has been edited for space and clarity.
DENVER CATHOLIC: What achieve-

ments would you like to highlight
that took place in the Archdiocese
of Denver during the past year?
KEITH PARSONS: The most pertinent and exciting highlight for the
archdiocese—and this is for the June
30, 2016, fiscal year end—is that in
a fiscal year when the market was
pretty much in a downturn, we were
able to maintain positive results. Our
overall cash is up about $8 million,
with our investments down about
the same amount, and our trust and
restricted funds are up nearly $20
million. That’s very positive.
DC: Any projects you’d like to

mention?

KP: We have a couple of small capital

projects going on. The first and biggest is Camp St. Malo in Allenspark,
which previously was our adult
retreat center as well as the location
of St. Catherine’s Chapel on the Rock.
[Camp St. Malo] was decimated by

fire a few years ago and then by a
mudslide a couple of years after that.
We’ve refurbished [St. Catherine’s]
chapel with necessary repairs. We’re
also converting what was St. William’s
Lodge into a visitor center. Upwards
of 500 cars visit that location on a
weekly basis; [we want to] give people
the opportunity to know the history
and legacy of the site St. John Paul II
visited in the early 1990s. It’s about a
$3 million project.
We have a replacement site [for]
St. Malo that we’re going to name
the Emmaus Retreat Conference
Center. We have 250 acres that were
purchased. In fiscal 2017, we will be
moving forward with building [as] we
have now received all the insurance
proceeds—[about] $16 million.

KP: It’s a stand-alone report so you

can pull it out of the Denver Catholic
and go back and reference it at any
time. The Financial Report will also
be available online (www.archden.
org). You can look at it at any point in
time.

DC: What is the overall finan-

View the Financial Report
online at archden.org.

cial status of the Archdiocese of
Denver?
KP: We’re in a very strong financial
position. We’re a nonprofit and rely
year to year on the gracious support
of our donors and parishioners. It
is comforting to know that the programs and ministries the archdiocese
runs are very healthy and doing well
from a nonprofit perspective. We
have a strong cash position to maintain that. And if we’re ever in an economic downturn, we’re in good shape
to sail through that and provide the
ministries we do.

DC: Is there other good news?
KP: I’d like to note that at Holy Family

High School, there was a significant
increase in enrollment; therefore, the
results of Holy Family are very good.
And at the seminaries we had 14 men
ordained to the priesthood in 2016
from St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary and one man ordained from
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary. That was very
exciting.

DC: Is there anything you’d like to

note about the physical Financial
Report itself ?

MATTHEW 2:10

On behalf of all of us at the Credit Union,
we wish you a

Merry Christmas!
Call: 303.424.5037
Click: www.nufcu.com
or Come by one of our
convenient locations.

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
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RESPECT LIFE RESOURCES
HEALTHCARE,
HOME HEALTHCARE & HOSPICE

Divine Mercy Supportive Care
Catholic Hospice
303-357-2540
markskender@dmsci.org
www.DMSCi.org
Divine Mercy Supportive Care is Denver’s only Catholic
Hospice. Continuing a tradition of care established more
than 2,000 years ago, Divine Mercy Supportive Care
abides by the teachings of the Catholic Church in caring
for individuals and their families as they face life-limiting
illnesses. We will be at your side during an important
time of need in your life, helping you and your family as
you travel this journey, all the while providing the best
support, care and service possible.

NATURAL FERTILITY
EDUCATORS

Couple to Couple League
303-960-9745
coloradohamills@gmail.com
www.ccli.org
The Couple to Couple League helps couples learn a
beautiful way to live out the Church’s teaching on sexuality
that is safe, healthy, holy and effective! In addition to
our extensive schedule of in-person classes around the
Archdiocese, we now offer a new Self-Paced Online Class.
Please visit our website for more information.

PHYSICIANS

Bella
n a t u r a l w o m e n ’s c a r e & f a m i l y w e l l n e s s

Bella Natural Women’s Care and
Family Wellness
Dominican Home Health Agency
303-322-1413
2501 Gaylord Street
Denver, CO 80205
www.DominicanHHA.org
Since 1923, the Dominican Home Health Agency has been
providing quality nursing care and related services to the
sick in their homes. We give priority to the poor, foster
the integrity of family life and assist the elderly and
chronically ill to stay at home. We provide these services
without regard to the origin, creed or other status of the
individual. Our work honors and protects the life of all
people from conception through natural death.
• In-Home Nursing Care
• Wellness Clinics
• Durable Medical Equipment Loans
To donate or contribute to this lifesaving mission, please
contact us today.

GET INVOLVED!

303-789-4968
180 E. Hampden Ave., Ste. 100
Englewood, CO 80123
www.BellaNWC.org
Bella Natural Women’s Care is a comprehensive Women’s
Medical Practice specializing in obstetrics, gynecology,
infertility and contributing health issues. Bella provides
care for the reproductive lifespan of a woman –
• adolescent care
• natural family planning
• fertility and infertility
• full obstetrical care
• well woman care
• problem gynecological care
• menopause
• comprehensive family medicine
Our mission is to embrace the dignity of women by
promoting healing and wellness through a natural and
scientific approach with sincere compassion for life in
adherence to the teachings of the Catholic Church. We are
a non-profit 501(c)(3) under the group ruling of the USCCB
for the Archdiocese of Denver. We accept many insurance
plans, health co-ops and Medicaid and have a charitable
program for those who qualify for financial assistance.

RESPECT LIFE OFFICE

• SUPPORT THESE ORGANIZATIONS - they are
committed to protecting life from conception to natural
death. And, if you or someone you know needs assistance,
these resources are here for you.
• Join us on JANUARY 14, 2017 for the CELEBRATE
LIFE RALLY & MARCH at the Colorado State Capitol, 200
E. Colfax Ave., Denver. Visit https://respectlifedenver.org
or call 720-799-9299 for the full schedule & information.
• Join the faithful each First Saturday for PRAYER
IN THE SQUARE to pray a Rosary and Divine Mercy
Chaplet at various locations on the Front Range. For more
information, visit http://prayerinthesquare.com or call
720-799-9299

Respect Life Office
720-799-9299
www.liferockymountains.org
The Respect Life Office for the Archdiocese of Denver
champions Church teachings regarding the sanctity of
life from conception to natural death. The office provides
consultation to - and collaboration with - parishes, as well
as educational and health institutions. It also presents lifeaffirming community events throughout the year, such as
Prayer in the Square every first Saturday, Celebrate Life on
Jan. 14, 2017, and coordination with 40 Days for Life.

PREGNANCY, WOMEN’S CARE
AND FAMILY SUPPORT

Marisol Health
303-731-6130
www.marisolhealth.com
Marisol Health operates two medical centers on Colorado’s
Front Range that are fully equipped to help women make
informed decisions about their reproductive health. Marisol
Health embraces individuals and families in need with lifeaffirming medical care and social services.

Denver East, 3894 Olive St., 303-3208352 • Lafayette, 1285 Centaur Village
Dr., 303-665-2341 • CU Boulder (student
organization office), 303-492-8778

Marisol Maternity
720-799-9400
www.ccdenver.org/marisol
Marisol Maternity provides two safe and caring homes
for mothers who are pregnant up until their children
turn 1-year old. We walk with each mom in our program
to help her find a stable place for her family. During her
time there she works one-on-one with a Life Coach to set
goals. The goals can cover a variety of areas but focus on
financial and housing stability along with caring for her
unborn or newborn child.

Marisol Home
720-799-9400
www.ccdenver.org/marisol
Marisol Home provides a continuum of care for serving
single women, with children, who are experiencing
homelessness. There are three programs along this
continuum: community living, a transitional home, and
an alumni program for the families when they integrate
back into the community. Here, families receive more than
a safe place. They receive services and the support to
rebuild their lives.

Gabriel House
303-377-1577
www.gabrielhousedenver.org
Gabriel House is a network of parishes and volunteers
that assist families throughout Northern Colorado. We are
committed to providing much-needed supplies to mothers
and families with young children.

DENVER: Gabriel House, 1341 Oneida St., 303377-1577 • Centro San Juan Diego, 2830
Lawrence St., 720-450-0788 • Annunciation,
3621 Humboldt St., 303-817-4916 • All Saints,
2559 S. Federal Blvd., 720-325-4338 • St.
Francis de Sales, 301 S. Grant St., 720-3253071 • AURORA: 13101 E. Mississippi Ave.,
Bldg. C1020, 720-325-3216 • BOULDER: Sacred
Heart of Mary, 6739 S. Boulder Rd., 303449-0122 • JEFFERSON COUNTY: Lakewood,
1980 Nelson St., 720-459-8783 • LARIMER
COUNTY: Fort Collins, 101 N. Howes St., 970581-8803 • SUMMIT COUNTY: Frisco, 18
School Rd., Ste. 100, 720-584-0299 • EAGLE
COUNTY: Eagle, 127 E. 3rd St.,
970-445-7198

PREGNANCY, WOMEN’S CARE
AND FAMILY SUPPORT, cont’d

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
Seven Offices & Mobile Testing Clinic
Serving the Denver Metro Area
24-Hour Helpline: 303-295-2288
www.YouHaveAlternatives.org
Alternatives Pregnancy Center exists to care for Denverarea women and men in pregnancy-related crises and
offer them a meaningful alternative to abortion. Following
the example of Christian love, we seek to meet emotional,
physical and spiritual needs, enabling and encouraging
women and men to choose life every day. Alternatives
seeks to educate young people about sexual abstinence
before marriage and to help women find healing through
our post-abortion counseling services. All services are
offered free of charge including: pregnancy tests and
consultation, ultrasound services, life skills and success
development education for youth, counseling after
abortion services for women, testing and treatment for
sexually transmitted diseases, limited material assistance
and community referrals. Call our 24-Hour Helpline at
303-295-2288.

303.295.2288 or go to YouHaveAlternatives.org.

Julia Greeley Home Inc.
Mailing address: 3613 Wyandot St.
Denver, CO 80211
www.juliagreeleyhome.org
juliagreeleyweb@gmail.com
720. 460.0860
The Julia Greeley Home gives formerly homeless women
the opportunity to develop life and job skills and receive
spiritual support in a peaceful, family-style home. Many
good women fall into homelessness due to financial
collapse, illness, family ruptures and emotional burdens.
Shelters for the woman alone are few; on the street
she faces special risks from sexual predators, violent
crime and sex trafficking. Unlike shelters, Julia’s has
no departure deadline, but our goal is to lift a woman‘s
dignity and restore self sufficiency as soon as possible.
Julia’s is open to all faiths, but Catholic Christian values
anchor our mission. We take no government money and
rely on your generosity for support.

To raise awareness of pro-life ministries,
organizations and businesses in the archdiocese,
the Denver Catholic publishes this list of resources
whose work and core values respect the sanctity of
life from conception to natural death.

DENVER CATHOLIC | DECEMBER 24, 2016-JANUARY 27, 2017

WE WANT TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR

YEAR-END GIVING

Please consider the benefits of making a gift to Catholic Charities
by Saturday, December 31, 2016.
Our staff is available during normal business hours to assist you with your options:

CALL: 303-867-0614
VISIT: ccdenver.org/donate
WAYS TO GIVE AND RECEIVE A CHARITABLE TAX DONATION:

1. Cash Donation. Give to our greatest need: ccdenver.org/donate
2. Give $1,000 to Samaritan House for as little as $471.48 through the
Enterprise Zone Tax Credit.* Colorado offers a 25% tax credit on
your next donation to one of our qualifying shelters:

ccdenver.org/eztaxcredit

Thank you for your generosity.
We wish you and your family a joyous New Year!
*Donation must meet minimum requirement levels
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Around the Archdiocese

The inaugural Sealed & Sent happened May 7 at the Denver Coliseum.
Over 500 candidates were confirmed at the largest confirmation Mass
the Archdiocese of Denver had ever seen. photo by andrew wright

A year of mercy,
a year of grace
A look back at 2016 in photos
BY DENVER CATHOLIC STAFF

A

s soon as it seemed to have
begun, 2016 is coming to a
close. Though the consensus
from the general population at large is
decrying 2016 as the “worst year ever,”
it would appear that the opposite is true
when it comes to the Catholic community in Denver. This Jubilee Year
of Mercy was also one of grace. From
the outpouring of prayer that occurred
throughout the year, to the overflowing

grace at the first-ever Sealed & Sent, the
presence of the Holy Spirit descended
upon the archdiocese in spades in 2016.
It wasn’t all good, however; one of the
archdiocese’s beloved pastors passed
away, and though a hard battle was
fought, Proposition 106 passed, legalizing physician-assisted suicide in Colorado. Even so, our hope and strength
is found in the Lord, and he remains
faithful. Here’s a look back at some of
the highlights of the year. It was certainly one to remember.

On March 5, Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila led some 1,800 faithful from
the archdiocese in a Eucharistic Procession around the Planned Parenthood facility in Stapleton. photo by andrew wright
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“You belong to the Father,” Archbishop Aquila told Denver’s new
Auxiliary Bishop Jorge H. Rodriguez during his ordination Mass
Nov. 4. After faithfully serving
the Archdiocese of Denver for 10
years, Pope Francis announced
Aug. 25 that Father Jorge Rodriguez would be appointed the next
auxiliary bishop of Denver. Bishop
Rodriguez already had a reputation
as a beloved priest in the archdiocese, and he accepted his new
post with humility and grace. He
expressed his gratitude to the congregation at his ordination, saying,
“I love you all. You cannot imagine how important you’ve been in
my life. The most important gift I
have received are the people in the
pews.” photo by andrew wright

The life of St. Joseph’s
pastor Father Steven
Voss, who died Sept.
10 after a lifelong bout
with cancer, was celebrated Sept. 16 during
his funeral Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
“Nothing ever held him
back. He was bigger
than life,” said Father
Voss’ sister Christine
of her brother. photo by
andrew wright

World Youth Day took place in Krakow, Poland, from July 25-31, and the
Archdiocese of Denver was well-represented, with upwards of 800 pilgrims attending. photo by fabio beretta | world yoUth day KraKow 2016 Via fliCKr

Pope Francis declared 2016 a Jubilee Year of Mercy, and as part of it,
holy doors were designated at several parishes around the archdiocese,
including Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish. photo by andrew wright

SOCIAL MEDIA POST
OF THE YEAR:

This simple public service announcement
from the Denver Catholic, posted on the
eve of the presidential
election, totally blew
up on Facebook. It
was the highest-engaged Facebook post
we’ve ever had, garnering a total of 493
likes and 1,755 shares!
Missionary of Charity Sister Damascene at the canonization Mass of
Mother Teresa. photo by daniel petty
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Around the Archdiocese
St. VINCENT

DE

PAUL

c at holic pa rish & s c h o ol

come visit our school and take a tour!
OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES ON FEBRUARY 1, 2017

Confessions
of a Catholic
revert

9:00AM – 2:00PM

** TOURS WILL BE OFFERED THROUGHOUT THE DAY **
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preschool through Eighth grade
Administered by Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia
Expanded full day Preschool program
Students giving back to the community in service programs
Curriculum to support outdoor ecology classroom
21st Century Technology with STEM and Robotics programs
Our 2015-2016 Eighth grade graduates received a total of $71,000 in
academic merit scholarships to local Catholic high schools
Call (303) 777-3812 or visit www.svdpk8.com
1164 S. Josephine Street, Denver, Co 80210
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Dr. Francis Beckwith will speak at Archbishop’s Lecture Series Feb. 7.
photo CoUrteSy of baylor UniVerSity

BY AARON LAMBERT

W

e all know a few Catholic converts, but Catholic
reverts, those who have left
the faith and come back, are fewer and
far between.
Dr. Francis Beckwith has quite the
tale of reversion. You can hear it for
yourself when he speaks at the next
edition of Archbishop’s Lecture Series
Feb. 7. Beckwith is on faculty at Baylor
University in Waco, Texas, but has been
serving at University of Colorado Boulder for the 2016-2017 academic year as
the visiting professor of conservative
thought. He has authored various academic papers and books dealing with
the relationship between faith, reason
and politics, including his most recent,
Taking Rites Seriously: Law, Politics and
the Reasonableness of Faith.
Combining witty humor with a robust
intellect, Beckwith is definitely worth
making plans to come and hear talk.

DENVER CATHOLIC: What is
your background, academic or
otherwise?
DR. FRANCIS BECKWITH: I was
born in 1960 in Brooklyn, New York,
and grew up in Las Vegas, Nevada,
where my parents moved in 1967. I’m
the eldest of their four children.
I went to Catholic schools from
first to 12th grade, graduating from
Bishop Gorman High School in 1978.
At Gorman, I was a member of the
1978 AAA Nevada State Championship basketball team.
In 1983, I graduated from the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas with
a B.A. in philosophy. From there I
earned degrees from Simon Greenleaf University (M.A. in religion),
Fordham University (M.A., PhD. In
philosophy), and the Washington
University School of Law in St. Louis
(M.J.S.).
My wife, Frankie, and I have been
married for nearly 30 years. Since

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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You’re Invited to Our

2003, we’ve lived in Central Texas,
where I serve on the faculty of Baylor
University in Waco.
DC: It seems like you have a pretty

fascinating “reversion” story.
Why did you go back to Catholicism after being an Evangelical?
FB: I grew up Catholic, but drifted
away from the Church when I was a
teenager. Looking back, it’s obvious
to me now that I was always constitutionally and dispositionally Catholic.
What I mean is that the way in which
I thought about the relationship
between faith and reason was distinctly Catholic, even though I identified as an Evangelical and considered
myself an ex-Catholic.
Over the years, especially as I
began to read the encyclicals of St.
Pope John Paul II and other Catholic
things, I found myself slowly gravitating back to the Church. However,
certain issues were holding me back:
apostolic succession, the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, penance, and the doctrine of justification.
When I took the time to carefully
examine the Church’s views on these
matters, and how deeply they were
found in Christian history, I was
convinced that the Church, though
it may not be right on these issues,
was not obviously wrong. But once I
conceded that point, it was downhill
from there. It was only a matter of
time before I began to see that the
Church was in fact right about these
matters. Not only that, I also found
myself drawn to the Church’s sacramental life and its importance in my
spiritual development. As an Evangelical, I could not understand what
to do about post-baptismal sin. The
Catholic Church had an answer: the
sacrament of reconciliation. This profoundly changed the way I thought
about the Christian life and the role
that repentance and God’s grace play
in helping us to become conformed
to the image of Christ each and every
day.
April 28, 2017, will mark 10 years
since I went to confession and “officially” returned to the Church. Fortunately, for me, my wife was way
ahead of me on this. When I told
her at the end of March 2007 that I
wanted to revert, she said, “It’s about
time.” She was received into the
Church in August 2007. Because she
had never been Catholic, she had to
go to RCIA, whereas I only had to go
to confession. (This is why my return
was in April and her reception was in
August). She still thinks it was unfair.

DC: How can Christians better

defend the faith in a world that
seems to be constantly rejecting
it?
FB: In today’s day and age, the best
way to defend the faith is to live it
with integrity while preparing oneself
to reply to the sorts of questions that
one hears among friends, family, and
co-workers. Remember, although St.
Peter instructs us to “always be ready
to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an accounting for
the hope that is in you,” he also tells
us to “do it with gentleness and reverence.” (I Peter 3: 15,16). In other
words, without holiness, defending
the faith becomes a mere intellectual
exercise. The Early Church converted
the known world, not only because it
offered an intellectually compelling
account of God and human existence,
but also because it practiced its faith
in a way that was deeply attractive to
its pagan neighbors.

Open House

Preschool through 8th Grade

We come to St. Mary for the academics and
Catholic character, but we leave a more
culturally aware disciple of Christ.
“At St. Mary, my children are challenged and educated by phenomenal
teachers. Each of their teachers has been dedicated to helping my
kids grow in many ways: academically, socially, and spiritually. Our
children have daily contact with people who not only care about
their education, but care that they learn about and live their faith.”
– Kathy W., a St. Mary Parent

Please join us!
Sunday, January 15th
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Parish Mass
Principal's Welcome
Open House Tours

Thursday, January 26
6:00 PM
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Principal's Welcome
Open House Tours

Thursday, February 2nd
8:15 AM
All School Mass
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Kindergarten
Information Session
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Open House Tours

DC: What kinds of challenges (if

any) have you faced serving as a
visiting professor of conservative
thought at CU Boulder, a college
known for its liberalism?
FB: So far, it’s been really wonderful.
I’ve been treated very well by my CU
colleagues as well as the administration. The students have been terrific
as well. I taught two classes in the
Fall, “Philosophy and Religion” and
“Thomas Aquinas.” I team-taught the
Aquinas course with the renowned
Aquinas scholar, Robert Pasnau, a CU
philosophy professor. I was honored
when Bob invited me to do this soon
after I was offered the position at
CU. As someone who considers himself a Thomist, though not necessarily
a scholar of Aquinas, I jumped at the
opportunity to work with one of the
best in the field.
In the Spring, I will again be teaching “Philosophy and Religion” as well
as a course on religion and constitutional law in the political science
department.
The time has gone by too quickly.
My wife and I really like Boulder, and
have met so many wonderful people
here, including the priests and staff
members at the St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Student Center. We can
easily imagine ourselves staying here.

i
ARCHBISHOP’S LECTURE SERIES
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
RSVP at archden.org/lecture

St. Mary Catholic School
6833 South Prince Street
Littleton, Colorado 80120
303.798.2375
littletoncatholicschool.com

St. Thomas More
Catholic School
New Parent Information Meeting
Wednesday, January 25 – 6:30pm

Open House & Campus Tours

Wednesday, February 1 – 9:00am – 2:00pm
We offer a quality
Catholic education
program for children
from pre-school to
8th grade.
A Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence

303.770.0441
www.stmcatholic.org

7071 East Otero Avenue  Centennial, CO 80112
Call us for more information & personalized tours!
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Around the Archdiocese

The Archdiocese of Denver
Cemeteries and Mortuary

Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional, personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese of Denver
Mortuary
12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

St. Simeon
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
(303) 424-7785

22001 E. State Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO 80018
(720) 859-9785

Adoration is one of the most moving experiences at FOCUS’ SEEK event,
said Sara Sawyer, CU Boulder student. photo proVided by foCUS

 December 16-January 2

Retreat House Closed

 January 18

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

 January 20-22

Weekend Retreat (Women)

 January 27-29

Weekend Retreat (Men)

 January 31

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org
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of the
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Your contributions will help repair
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which have become a safety
hazard as we preserve
our historic and iconic
Cathedral Basilica
for the next 100 years.
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What moves you? Thousands
to attend SEEK2017 conference
BY THERESE AAKER

I

therese.aaker@archden.org
@rekaa24

t began as a gathering of 25 college
students in 1999. In just 18 years, it
has evolved into one of the largest
Catholic conferences in the country,
asking students, “What moves you?”
and inviting them to encounter Jesus
Christ and the Catholic Church in a way
unlike any other event.
SEEK2017, a national conference
run by the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS), provides
an opportunity for daily Mass, several
keynotes and breakout sessions, confession and adoration. 2017’s event takes
place Jan. 3-7 in San Antonio, Texas,
and more than 12,500 students are
expected to attend.
SEEK, which runs every other year
and generates a long lineup of talented
Catholic speakers and entertainment,
had almost 10,000 attendees from
nearly 450 campuses at SEEK2015,
and was largely successful — both as
an event, and more importantly, on an
individual level.
This year’s event packs a lineup
of speakers including Fr. Michael
Schmitz, Mark Hart, Curtis Martin,
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, Ryan
Anderson, Audrey Assad, Jeff Cavins,
Leah Darrow, Crystalina and Jason
Evert, Matt Fradd, Jackie Francois, Jennifer Fulwiler, Dr. Tim Gray, Dr. Scott
Hahn, Patrick Lencioni, Dr. Jonathan
Reyes, Sarah Swafford and Dr. Edward
Sri. Special guests and entertainment
include Lou Holtz, former Notre Dame

coach; The Oh Hellos, a folk rock band;
and comedian Michael Jr.
“At SEEK2015, a student told a priest
during his confession that he was going
to commit suicide. Because of the experience, his life was saved,” said Christine Sarnow, senior director of events
for FOCUS, via email.
“Others have stopped living with
their boyfriend or girlfriend, have
confronted eating disorders and drug
addictions, and have accepted an invitation to be FOCUS missionaries, enter
convents and seminaries.”
One Colorado college student, Sara
Sawyer, who went to the 2015 event,
went back to her campus at the University of Colorado, Boulder, where she
began leading a Bible study. This year,
she’s returning to SEEK again — this
time, with another student, who has
decided to join the Church after being
in Sawyer’s Bible study.
“[SEEK2015] was pretty mind-blowing. It was awesome to see so many Catholics together…that were very devoted,”
Sawyer, 22, said. “The speakers were phenomenal…and adoration was awesome.”
Sawyer, a fifth-year senior in ROTC,
said that after SEEK, she “found her
family” in the Catholic Church and was
the beginning of her growth in the faith.
“I’m really hoping [my friend] gets a
ton out of it. I want to walk with her on
this experience, and I’m just desiring
the most for other people on this experience as well,” Sawyer said.
For more information on SEEK2017,
visit www.seek2017.com, or for more
information on FOCUS and their ministry, visit www.focus.org.
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Get Involved
DECEMBER

JANUARY

Priest & Deacon Ordination March for Life: Be counted
14 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
Colorado State Capitol,
200 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver. Join thousands of
people from all over the
Rocky Mountain region in
celebrating the dignity of
life in all its ages and
stages. Mass will be
offered in three locations
beforehand at the
Cathedral, Holy Ghost and
St. Elizabeth of Hungary,
follwed by a rally the
capitol building. For full
schedule, see page 5.
JANUARY

Unbound Conference
20 1/20, 6:30 p.m. - 1/21, 9 p.m., John Paul II Center
for the New Evangelization, 1300 S. Steele St., $80 per
person, $140 per couple. This conference will present a
sound and practical way for Christians to experience a
greater freedom from the influence of evil in their lives
and to enjoy a greater fullness of life won for us by
Christ’s death and resurrection. For more information
and to get tickets, visit regonline.com/
unboundconference

27 5 p.m. - 8 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Deacon Joseph Grady will be ordained to the priesthood, and
Francesco Basso will be ordained to the diaconate. Join in the celebration, or
watch the ordination live at archden.org/livestream

JANUARY
WAYS TO SERVE

Lunch in the Park with
Christ in the City

Donation Sorting at
Samaritan House

Every Wednesday
and the 2nd Saturday
of every month, Help
the CIC missionaries
serve a meal to their
friends on the street.

Various time slots,
Help sort donations
that come to
Samaritan House
during Thanksgiving
and Christmas

Serve Breakfast at Holy
Rosary Women’s Shelter

The Gabriel House Project

5:30 a.m. - 7:30
a.m., Help serve a
hot meal to women
in need through
the emergency
overnight shelter at
Catholic Charities.

For a full listing of
volunteer opportunities,
visit serve.ccdenver.org

The Gabriel House
Project is an outreach
ministry of Catholic
Charities committed
to helping pregnant
women and families
with young children
in need. If you’re
interested in
volunteering, visit
gh.serve.ccdenver.org,
or contact Makenzi
Loutsch at 303-7420828 or mloutsch@
ccdenver.org.

1

	Feast of the Solemnity
of Mary, Holy Mother of
God with Archbishop
Aquila

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.,
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver.
Kick off the New Year by
observing the Feast of
the Solemnity of Mary,
Holy Mother of God with
Archbishop Aquila as he
celebrates Mass at the
Cathedral. The Solemnity
of Mary recognizes
Mary’s motherhood
of Jesus, and falls on
a Sunday this year.

11

	EXALT - Worship,
Message, Adoration

6:45 p.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish,
11385 Grant Dr.,
Northglenn, free. Join
the community at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish for an evening of
contemporary worship,
a talk from a special
guest, and eucharistic
adoration in front of
the blessed sacrament.
The event is open to
anyone, regardless of
religious affiliation.
For more information,
contact 303-452-2041 or
information@ihmco.org

22 	Bosetti Memorial

FEBRUARY

3 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver,
free will offering.
January 22 is the
Anniversary of the Death
of Msgr. Joseph Bosetti,
after whom the Bosetti
concert series is named.
Jeb Barret, Organist will
present original works by
Bosetti as well as music
of Bosetti’s lifetime. Free
parking will be availbale
at 16th and Grant. For
more information, visit
denvercathedral.org

7

Concert

28 	Vigil Praise
7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Christ
the King Chapel, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver.
Join the seminarians
in glorifying Jesus
Christ with Adoration,
praise and worship,
Office of Readings
and Confession.

	Archbishop’s Lecture
Series presents:
Dr. Francis Beckwith

7 p.m., St. John Vianney
Seminary Refectory,
1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, RSVP. Baylor
University professor Dr.
Francis Beckwith will
share his story in a talk
titled “From Catholic to
Evangelical and Back
Again: Reflections of
a Catholic Revert 10
Years Later.” Wine and
hors d’oeuvres will be
provided. For more
information and to RSVP,
visit archden.org/lecture

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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Classiﬁeds

Planning Your Will and
Special Gifts
Personally – Leave a legacy of what matters to you most.
Financially – Wisely manage the assets that God has entrusted
to you, in full compliance with the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic community
through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here to help you
plan your Will, including the opportunity for special gifts that you
may not be able to create on your own.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a gift from
God, and we can give it a way to serve the greater good.

Give alms. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.
LUKE 12:33–34

TV MASS FOR THE
HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC
TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, DEC. 25
ONE HOUR SPECIAL
7:00 a.m. English,
Fr. Ron Cattany
8:00 a.m. Spanish,
Msgr. Jorge de los Santos

Jean Finegan | 303.867.0613
Deacon Steve Stemper | 303.468.9885

www.TheCatholicFoundation.com
giving@thecatholicfoundation.com

SUNDAY, JAN. 1
7:00 a.m. English,
Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:30 a.m. Spanish,
Msgr. Bernie Schmitz
SUNDAY, JAN. 8
7:00 a.m. English,
Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish,
Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, JAN 15
7:00 a.m. English,
Fr. Joseph LaJoie
7:30 a.m. Spanish,
Fr. Mario Ramirez
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303-715-3212 | classifieds@archden.org

Events & Announcements |

Service Directory |

Classifieds
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Perspectives

Christmas and the divine proximity

I

n October 2001 I had a long conversation with Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger. It was but weeks after
9/11; a new century and millennium
were opening before us; and I wanted
to get
Ratzinger’s
GEORGE view on
WEIGEL the main
issues for
The Catholic Difference
the Church
George Weigel is a
and for thedistinguished senior fellow of
ology in the
the Ethics and Public Policy
twenty-first
Center in Washington, D.C.
century.
The man who would become Pope
Benedict XVI was deeply concerned
about the moral relativism he thought
was corroding the West, and located
its roots in western high culture’s
refusal to say that anything was “the
truth,” full stop. This was a serious
problem. For when there is only “your
truth” and “my truth,” there is no
firm cultural foundation for society,
for democracy, or for living nobly and
happily.
Then Ratzinger turned to Christology, the Church’s reflection on the
person and mission of Jesus Christ.
Both the Church and the world were

suffering from a “diminishing Christ,”
he suggested. Some wanted a less
assertive Christology to avoid conflict with other world religions. Some
wanted to make Jesus “one of the illuminators of God,” but not the unique,
saving Son of God. Both these interpretations were deeply problematic,
the cardinal continued, because they
pushed God farther and farther away
from humanity.
“If Jesus is not the Son of God,”
Cardinal Ratzinger said, “then God
really is at a great distance from us.”
So perhaps the chilling sense of the
absence of God evident throughout much of the western world
was “a product of the absence of
Jesus Christ,” who is not just moral
exemplar but Savior, Lord, and Godwith-us – “Emmanuel.” On the other
hand, “if we see this Jesus” born for
us and crucified for us, “then we have
a much more precise idea of God, who
God is, and what God does.”
Then the cardinal connected the
dots to 9/11. A “more precise” idea of
God, gained through an experience of
God-with-us, was not only important
for the Church and its evangelical
mission. It was also “crucial for the

dialogue with the Islamic world,
which really is about the question,
who is God?”
Fifteen years later, that typically
brilliant Ratzingerian analysis seems
even more salient – and not just in
terms of whatever dialogue may be
possible with Islam, but in terms of us.
Loneliness is the modern predicament and it’s getting worse. I
was recently in New York, and as
walking is the only way get around
traffic-choked Manhattan, I hoofed
it. And what powerfully struck me is
how isolated the denizens of the Concrete Jungle are – and are by choice.
For the vast majority of people you
bump into (sometimes literally) on
the sidewalks of New York are living
inside their own reality: Pod World,
I started calling it when the iPod was
all the rage. Today, there are very few
New York pedestrians to be found
without ear buds of some sort stuck
into their heads. The iPod is ancient
history, but the buds are still there,
and so is the isolation.
Social media is no antidote to this
isolation, for tweets or Facebook
postings (not to mention comment
threads beneath online articles) are

not substitutes for real conversation.
In many cases, I fear, they intensify
the loneliness and the self-absorption
from which it often springs.
Christmas reminds us what Christians have to say to this pervasive
loneliness. We say “God is with us,”
as throughout the Christmas season
we celebrate the divine answer to
the Advent plea, “O come, o come
Emmanuel.” That plea did not go
unrequited. We see the answer to it in
the crèches in our homes. God is with
us, not in awe and majesty, but in that
most accessible of human forms, the
baby who reaches out for our embrace.
God is Emmanuel, God-with-us,
in the midst of our lives, not outside
them. A few years ago I began collecting Fontanini crèche figures, and
while the display is now as big as it’s
going to get, there’s a reason why the
manger in our crèche is surrounded
by dozens of figures: decoratively
speaking, that’s the best way to
express my conviction that the Lord
of history came into history to redeem
history in the midst of history.
He is Emmanuel. He is Godwith-us. We are not alone.
Merry Christmas.

I believe that Jesus died for my sins.
Absolutely. I also know that I responded
very imperfectly to the graces he won for
me. And that, since “nothing unclean
enters Heaven,” I could probably stand
some puriﬁcation before standing in the
presence of the eternal God. During that
process, I’m going to need prayers.
So I don’t want you to canonize me. I
want you to pray for me.
How? Have Masses said. It’s easy.
Just go to any Catholic parish oﬃce,
make a donation and request a Mass
for the repose of my soul. Or more than
one. As I write this, Masses can even be
ordered on the internet. By the time I die,
who knows? Maybe you can have a Mass
said just by thinking about it.
And say prayers for me. With any
luck, that little holy card they hand out
will contain a prayer. If not, go with this
one: “May her soul, and the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God rest in peace, Amen.”
Say that a lot.
I know some of you don’t believe in
all of this. That’s okay. Do it anyway.
Humor me. Others may be thinking

I’m being unduly humble, and all of
this isn’t necessary. Again, humor me.
Because unless I was martyred — unless
my death was immediately preceded by
a gunman asking if I believe in Jesus
Christ — I am relatively certain that
I will need the prayers. Actually, even
if the gunman scenario actually happened, you should still pray for me, as it
is possible I misunderstood the question
and thought he was oﬀering me fries or
something.
And don’t think that, if I’m wrong
and I actually made it to Heaven in a
straight shot, all of this prayer will be
wasted. I am quite certain that God will
make good use of it.
You can view all of this as an investment. You pray for me now, and I will
pray for you when your time comes.
Because I will be keeping tabs.
Okay, so now you get back to the
praying and saying all the nice things
that people say about the deceased at
funerals.
But don’t let anybody get too carried
away.
With love from the Great Beyond, MB

A letter from purgatory

A

gentleman named Harmon
Hallett, the father of a friend,
died recently. In a Facebook
post, she wrote “He was very adamant
about not being eulogized. He was
terrified
MARY
nobody
BETH
would
BONACCI
pray for
his release
Guest Column
from purBonacci is a syndicated
gatory. He
columnist based in
was sure he
Denver and the author of
was headed
We’re On a Mission from
God and Real Love.
there first
and said on more than one occasion ‘I
don’t want anyone thinking I’m a saint!
I want them praying for me!’”
I can relate. The beauty of the Catholic funeral is that it is centered around
praying for the deceased person. But
funerals have evolved from occasions
of prayer to “celebrations of life.”
I don’t want this happening at my
funeral. In fact, I so don’t want it to
happen that, several years ago, I wrote
a letter, to be read aloud at my funeral
Mass. I lost it somewhere along the

way. But, inspired by Harmon Hallett’s
example, I have re-written it.
I want this, in its entirety, read at my
funeral:
So, apparently I’m dead. I’ll make
this brief, as I’m not entirely certain
of the protocol involved in speaking at
one’s own funeral. And I’m sure you’re
all anxious to get to the reception, which
I hope for your sake will in some way
involve cocktails.
In the mean time, I have just one
request: If anybody stands up here and
says “She is in Heaven now,” I want that
person removed from the pulpit. Immediately. Because I’m not so sure that I am.
I believe in the Catholic doctrine of
Purgatory. And I believe that my personal best case scenario will probably
involve some time there. Not because
I’ve lived a double life or committed any
big, secret sins or anything. Just the
garden variety selﬁshness and weakness
that I’m sure many of you observed, but
can’t mention right now because you are
supposed to “speak no ill of the dead.”
But I, as the dead, can speak any way
I like.
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Don’t put scratchy toilet paper
in the guest bathroom

F

irst impressions make all the
difference.
Over the past twenty years,
I’ve lived in Baku, Azerbaijan, Kiev,
Ukraine, in Tahoe, Fort Lauderdale,
Whitefish,
SUZANNE Evergreen
ELIZABETH and now,
ANDERSON Breckenridge. In
Guest Column
each locaSuzanne Elizabeth Anderson tion, the
is the author of “God Loves
first place
You, Chester Blue” and other
I sought
books. You can reach her at
Suzanne@suzanneelizabeths.
out was the
com or facebook.com/
local Cathosuzanneelizabeths
lic church.
I looked forward to attending Mass
knowing I would immediately feel at
home as I experienced the familiar
beauty of Communion.
Whether I felt welcome could be
determined by a warm greeting. If
you’ve been a member of your neighborhood church for decades, you
might doubt the impact you can have.
But imagine for a moment that you
are standing in front of the manger.
Notice Saint Joseph kneeling next to
his beloved wife. Then follow his gaze
to Mary holding our Savior, who on
this cold winter night is just a baby.
She looks lovingly at this precious
child she knows is destined to save
the world.
And then she looks at you. Her
eyes ask the question: “Will you open

your heart to help my Son? Will you
welcome the stranger sitting next
to you so they can discover the love
and joy that you have found in Jesus’
Church?”
On a dark and snowy Christmas
Eve in Evergreen, Colo., my 85-yearold mother and I had just moved from
Florida. We were very excited to join
the community but we didn’t know a
single person.
When we arrived at Christ the King
Church for Mass we were not only
late, we’d entered through the side
entrance, right next to the altar, just as
the priest was reading the gospel.
The church was packed to the
choir loft rafters. We hurriedly slid
into the nearest pew, still spinning
with unfamiliarity and embarrassment at being late.
After the homily, the man sitting
next to us smiled and said hello. I
explained that we were new, and he
responded by welcoming Mom and
I and assuring us that we would love
our new church, that it was filled with
newcomers and long-time residents.
And then he wished us a very merry
Christmas.
It was one simple conversation
that occurred seven years ago. I don’t
remember the man’s name, only how
welcome he made us feel on that wintery night.
During this Advent and Christmas,
our churches will be crowded with

unfamiliar faces, some will be on holiday from other states, others live a
few streets away.
You’ve spent the day shopping in
crowded malls and battling crowded
highways to get to church, so the last
thing you want to see is a stranger sitting in your favorite pew. You might
even be tempted to grumble as you
slide in next to them.
But as one of those strangers,
might I ask you a favor?
Say hello to me. Welcome me to
church, ask my name, shake my hand,
and at the end of service tell me you
hope you’ll see me next week. If you’re
feeling festive, invite me to join you
and the other parishioners for coffee
and donuts in the church kitchen.
The crowded churches we face at
Christmas may feel like a nuisance.
But I believe they are filled with
people who have been called by Jesus
Christ himself!
They might not know it was Jesus,
only they felt a faint tugging on their
heart, on their sleeve by a child, or
nagged into going by a spouse or
parent.
Don’t be fooled by their sullen
gaze. They have been called to witness and celebrate the birth of Jesus,
by no less than God, who is gently
reaching out to them.
They might come once a year,
but this annual visit is fueled by a
desire to meet Jesus, not only in the

Eucharist but in each of us.
That’s what happened in the
church I now call home.
Barb is the quintessential grandma,
with a smile that brightens the heart of
everyone she encounters as one of the
greeters at St. Mary’s in Breckenridge.
When I began attending Mass at
St. Mary’s, I would slip in and out
of church without saying a word.
Finally, Barb stopped me, said hello,
introduced herself and gave me a hug
of welcome. Every week after that she
did the same.
Because of Barb, I felt welcome in
my new church. I lingered after Mass
to meet other parishioners, began
attending Adoration on Thursday’s,
and recently I become a Lector.
One person can make all the difference. The smile we share, our warm
greeting, might be the only one they
receive that day.
When we greet a stranger during
Mass, we become the hands and heart
of Jesus welcoming his beloved to his
Church.
Jesus asks us to use this Christmas
to share our love for him and for our
church and faith. He’s done the hard
part, bringing them to church. All
Jesus asks of us is that we share the
love he shared with us when we were
strangers.
Will you share the love of Jesus
and welcome a newcomer to your
church this Christmas?

Adoration is like Christmas every day of the year

I

had a conversation recently that
went in a direction I didn’t expect.
It was with a business executive
who wasn’t Catholic and had little
apparent interest in the Catholic faith.
But as we
spoke, it
LARRY
occurred
SMITH
to me to
invite my
Guest Column
new friend
Larry Smith is the president
to visit an
and CEO of Catholic Charities
adoration
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
chapel.
Visit online at ccdenver.
org or call 303-742-0828
What
to learn more, volunteer
would
or make a donation.
happen
there? I spoke of my own experience.
You let God fill your mind with

whatever he wants. And you may
not even know that he’s talking to
you. You may not recognize a single
thing from God in that moment. But
throughout the day, he’s going to
have other people talk to you. And
it is going to blow you away. You’ll
think, where did that come from? And
you’re going to know: it could only
have come from God. And that’s what
you need to know: not your ways but
God’s ways. God’s ways are different
from our ways.
It doesn’t matter where you come
from, who you’re married to, what
your belief system is. You’re going to go
into adoration and you’re going to feel
God’s presence in a way you’ve never
felt it before — whether you believe

it or not. Because he’s there, whether
you like it or not.
My friend expressed interest in
going, so I offered the address of an
adoration chapel and how to get in.
Our conversation was a continual
reduction of barriers.
You see, our job as Catholics is to
introduce people to Jesus Christ. Then
it’s up to them and Jesus what they do
with that relationship.
Another person I know walked into
an adoration chapel for the first time,
sat down and just started crying. And
couldn’t stop crying because that person
had never felt that kind of love before.
It’s a simple invitation: come meet
Jesus Christ. He’s in this chapel. Come
sit and be loved for as long as you want

to be loved. Come be in the presence
of God. He’ll wrap his arms around
you and love you in a way you’ve never
experienced.
I would compare adoration to Confession. When I walk into adoration,
it’s like walking out of Confession. I
feel rejuvenated, forgiven, loved.
There are many guides for praying
in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, or in making a Holy Hour. Here’s
my method: beg the Lord for mercy. Ask
him for what you want. Thank him for
what you have. Then be quiet and listen.
Spend time with Our Lord in adoration, then share that experience with
others. Invite them to experience the
gift of Jesus Christ. It’s like Christmas
every day of the year.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

