VOLUME XCII - NO. 22 | 116 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE GOSPEL |
www.DenverCatholic.org |

Immigration » 3

Denver’s bishops respond
to worries

@DenverCatholic |

NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 9, 2016

www.facebook.com/DenverCatholic |

Saint John’s Bible » 4

Seminary library home to
rare manuscript

DenverCatholic@archden.org

Cows for Africa » 14

Local parishes aid African
diocese

Perspective » 19

Embrace the waiting this
Advent

JULIA
GREELEY
GUILD
For more
information
about
the Julia
Greeley
Guild and
to purchase
Father
Burkey’s
book, visit
juliagreeley.
org

photo by andrew wright

Capuchin’s research key in Julia Greeley’s cause
BY AARON LAMBERT

A

aaron.lambert@archden.org
@AaronLmbrt

freed slave, a servant, and perhaps one day a saint – Julia
Greeley was not your average
Denverite, according to her biographer,

Capuchin Friar Father Blaine Burkey.
“People have been saying ever since
she died that she ought to be canonized,” he told the Denver Catholic.
On Dec. 18, Archbishop Samuel J.
Aquila will preside over a special Mass
opening the cause for the canonization
of Julia Greeley, a woman who lived in

Denver at the turn of the century and
garnered a reputation for serving the
poor, marginalized and struggling
within the city, earning her the moniker
“Angel of Charity.” She was known for
hauling food, clothes and other charitable goods around in a red wagon and
handing them out to those in need.

Year of Mercy » 8

Holy doors close,
but mercy continues

Though she was born in Missouri,
Greeley spent most of her adult life
in Denver and was well-loved by the
community. Although she died almost
100 years ago, the memory and example of her charity endures
to this day, such that
she was designated
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Archbishop’s Page
Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila

Archbishop’s Column

Mercy at Thanksgiving

I

n a few short days, many families
will gather to give thanks and
spend time together. But this
Thanksgiving is different than others
for two reasons: it comes just after
the close of the Year of Mercy and it
follows a presidential election with
results and subsequent reactions that
have laid bare tensions in our society.
Some of you might be wondering
how you’ll handle talking to a certain
relative if they bring up the election,
the protests that have followed, or
maybe the passage of Proposition 106,
which will soon legalize physician-assisted suicide in Colorado.
The 2016 election revealed things
that were veiled from view for many
people: the tensions experienced by
working class families that haven’t
recovered from the changes to the
economy, the families who endure
racist comments because of their skin
color or their perceived immigration
status, or the children who fear they
might come home from school to find
their parents have been deported.
These are realities in our country
that must be addressed. The incoming Trump administration needs to
take steps to respond to these situations in a manner that is both just and
merciful, and as citizens we should
hold our elected officials accountable
to make sure that they truly pursue

As the Holy Doors for the Jubilee Year of Mercy close, we must
remember that the door to the
mercy of God always remains
open. photo by danieL ibaneZ/cna

the common good of our nation.
Political solutions, however, are not
enough.
This past Sunday, Cardinal Agostino Vallini closed the holy door at
St. John Lateran Cathedral in Rome,

Nov. 12

@ArchbishopDen

and in his homily he said something I
believe speaks to the lasting solution
to our situation. The Holy Door, he
said, was a visible sign of the Jubilee
of Mercy, a year in which we learned
“once again” that the fate of the world
is not in our hands, “but in the mercy
of God.”
Thankfully God’s mercy, which was
so prominently on display this past
year, does not end with the close of
the Holy Doors. If our country is to
address the deep-seated issues this
election has raised, then we must
first acknowledge the faults that led
us to this point and then open ourselves to God’s mercy. The Catechism
describes it this way: “The human
heart is heavy and hardened. God
must give man a new heart” (CCC,
1432).
When you are at Thanksgiving
dinner this week and the conversation turns to one of these issues, I
urge you to see it first as a problem
that must be solved through conversion and an encounter with God’s
mercy. At their root, each of the
injustices people have been upset
about involves a failure to personally receive the love of the God and
to then extend that love to others. If
each of us opens ourselves to God’s
love, then we are able to see the image
and likeness of God in every human

being and have the strength we need
to accompany people through difficulty with material and spiritual
support.
Nowhere is this clearer than with
assisted suicide. In Oregon, over 95
percent of those who decided to take
the life-ending prescription in 2015
did so because they had a decreased
ability to “participate in activities
that made life enjoyable.” Colorado
is about to embark on this same path,
opening a new front in the attacks
on life and the dignity of the human
person. Our response to this tragedy
must be to repent of those ways in
which we may have failed to support
persons who are approaching the end
of life, ask for God’s mercy, and redouble our efforts not only to assist families and those facing these trials, but
help people to open their hearts to
the merciful God who has loved them
first. We must give them the vision of
the human person that provides life,
dignity, and meaning.
As we approach Thanksgiving
may we open our hearts to the God
who is merciful love and to that love
revealed in Jesus Christ. May the
Creator who is rich in mercy help our
country turn to him and receive his
infinite mercy, laying the foundation
for societal renewal, the return to
virtue, and to civil dialogue.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Our Message to #immigrant community post-election:
“we want to express our solidarity and affection for you”
http://bit.ly/2fnleHl +sja
ARCHBISHOP’S SCHEDULE
NOV. 29: Candidacy Mass, Redemptoris Mater Seminary chapel, John Paul II Center (5:30 p.m.)
DEC. 4: Mass for Installation of Pastor, St. Joan of Arc, Arvada (11:30 a.m.)
DEC. 8: Mass, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Denver (12:10 p.m.)
DEC. 10: Rededication of Samaritan House Homeless Shelter, Denver (10 a.m.)
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Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila stands on the court of the Denver Nuggets at
the Pepsi Center with the Sisters of Life, Gold Crown Foundation CEO Bill
Hanzlik (far right), and other religious and seminarians during half-time at
the third annual Catholic Families Night on Nov. 20. photo by andrew wright
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Letter from the bishops of the
Archdiocese of Denver to the
immigrant Hispanic community

D

ear brothers and sisters in Christ in the immigrant Hispanic
community:
We know that the outcome of the elections Nov. 8 has raised concerns and fear among some in the Hispanic community, especially for our
immigrant brothers and sisters. As your bishops, we want to express our solidarity and affection for you and invite you to trust in God. He is a providential
Father and will take care of all of us the same way he protected Saint Joseph
and the Virgin Mary when they had to migrate to Egypt, carrying their newborn in their arms. The Hispanic Catholics who have migrated to the United
States, often under similarly dangerous circumstances, are a gift to our Church
and our country.
Certainly, some statements made during the election campaign about the
future of the Hispanic immigrant community are worrisome. At the same time,
it is important to realize that our government is not run by one person, but has
a system of checks and balances. We also know that the United States of America is a country founded by immigrants on the principles of freedom, respect
and opportunity for all. It is also composed of many men and women who
share these great human values and possess good hearts. We want to assure
you that the Church of northern Colorado is with you and will continue to
advocate for these values by pursuing comprehensive immigration reform—a
reform that should have happened years ago.
When the people of Latin America were going through moments of insecurity and enduring much loss, God sent his Mother to comfort his ‘’youngest
children.” On that occasion at Tepeyac, the Virgin Mary said, “Listen and let it
penetrate your heart. Do not be distressed, my littlest son. Let not your heart
be troubled … Am I not here, with you, I who am your Mother?”
We ask our Lord that these words from our Mother will now resonate
strongly in the heart of our Hispanic community and fill you with strength,
confidence, hope, and peace. We also ask that our leaders take to heart the
truth that all people, regardless of their status, are God’s children. We entrust
you, our leaders, and our archdiocese to Our Lady of Guadalupe, knowing in
faith that she is our loving mother.
With our prayers and blessing,

MOST REVEREND SAMUEL J. AQUILA
Archbishop of Denver

MOST REVEREND JORGE RODRÍGUEZ
Auxiliary Bishop of Denver

DONATION

DOORBUSTERS
Event ends 12.6.2016

Between Black Friday and Cyber Monday,
how will you make a difference?

$2,500

buys a pew for the new
chapel at Holy Family
High School

$1,200

covers the cost of one
month of tuition at
Bishop Machebeuf
High School

$100

covers the
cost of a
student
retreat at
BishopMachebeuf
High School

$3,000

provides an
Adopt-A-Student
scholarship at a
Seeds of Hope
school

$350

buys a Chromebook
for Holy Family
High School

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Reverend Simon Kalonga has been appointed Pastor at St. Joseph Parish in Ft. Collins,
eﬀective January 11, 2017 for a period of six years.
In the meantime, we have appointed the dean Very Rev. Rocco Porter, V.F. as Administrator
at St. Joseph Parish in Ft. Collins eﬀective immediately until January 11, 2017 (Fr. Porter
remains the pastor of St. John XXIII during this period).
Reverend Faustinus Anyamele has been appointed Pastor at Cure d’Ars Parish eﬀective
January 11, 2017 for a period of six years.

Build Your Own Business
Build a business for yourself, not by yourself, with:
• Unlimited income potential.
• Extensive benefits package.
• Solid backing from a financial services provider, over a century old.
We’re looking for self-motivated individuals in the Denver Metro area. Call 303-663-4545
or send resume to Richard Lamberson at richard.d.lamberson@mwarep.org.

www.mwacareers.org

Schedule your donation today!
Coloradogives.org/machebeuf
Coloradogives.org/HolyFamilyHighSchool
Coloradogives.org/seedsofhope
MACHEBEUF

Bishop Machebeuf
High School

HOLY FAMILY
H I G H

S C H O O L
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In-Depth

Saint John’s Bible
on display in
Stafford Library
BY AARON LAMBERT

T

he Cardinal Stafford Library at St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary now has on public display a
“significant” and extremely limited piece
of contemporary religious art.
Cardinal J. Francis Stafford blessed a
copy of The Saint John’s Bible: Heritage
Edition during a dedication ceremony
in September. “Let us pray that the Holy
Spirit through this hugely significant and
uniquely enriched piece of contemporary
religious art will fill the vacuum in the religious imagination of postmodern peoples,” the cardinal said before the blessing.
The seven-volume Heritage Edition of
the Bible was donated to the library of the
seminary by anonymous donors. The set
is the 24th of 299 faithful replicas of the
original Saint John’s Bible that is housed
at St. John’s University in Minnesota.
The original Saint John’s Bible was
commissioned in 1998 by the Benedictine Monks and faculty at St. John’s
Abbey and University in Minnesota,
making it one of just a handful of handwritten and illuminated Bibles produced
since the invention of the printing press
in the late 1400s. The production of the
work took place between 2002 and 2011.
The institution entrusted Welsh calligrapher and official scribe to Queen
Elizabeth, Donald Jackson, with the
task of crafting an illuminated Bible that
would “ignite the spiritual imagination of
believers throughout the world.”
According to seminary rector Father
Scott Traynor, that goal aligns perfectly
with the goals of seminarian formation:
“We form future priests to proclaim the
Word of God—to powerfully communicate the fire of Jesus’ Divine Love for
every person. Accordingly, the priest’s
heart, mind and imagination must first be
captivated and inflamed by his holy Word.
“The love for, dedication to, and veneration of God’s Word in Scripture is
uniquely evident in this beautiful work
and is a great source of inspiration for
our seminarians. We are most grateful

and honored to receive this amazing gift
and desire to share this treasure with
parishes throughout the archdiocese.”
The Saint John’s Bible contains the
text and notes of the New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition translation, meaning that it contains all the
Apocrypha such as the books of Tobit, and
Sirach, and the Story of Susanna.
The manuscript contains seven volumes that make up a total of 1,165 pages,
and includes 160 major illuminations
(illustrations) found throughout. The
volumes are divided as follows: Pentateuch, Historical Books, Wisdom Books,
Psalms, Prophets, Gospels and Acts, and
Letters and Revelation.
While the original manuscript was
written with real quills on calfskin vellum
using organic inks, the Heritage Edition
is printed on 100% incited cotton paper
and uses a combination of lithograph and
manual painting that faithfully replicates
the look and feel of the original.
Measuring two feet tall by three feet
wide when open, it is the exact size of
the original.
Twelve sets of an Apostles Edition
have also been created, one of which was
given to the Library of Congress in 2015
during the visit of Pope Francis to the
United States.
The Bible donated to the archdiocese
is housed in the Cardinal Stafford Library
in two display cases crafted by Don Kinstetter, father of St. John Vianney alumnus Father Andrew Kinstetter, who is a
priest for the Diocese of Cheyenne. One
case will remain permanently in the
library, the other will be able to travel to
other locations.
Currently, the library displays only
two pages at a time in each case, and the
pages are only viewable through a protective glass. The pages are turned on a
regular basis.
According the Cardinal Stafford
Library staff, there will be opportunities
in the future to take the Bible on tour to
various parishes and schools within the
Archdiocese of Denver.

An example of the
pages of the Saint
John’s Bible.
The rare manuscript
was donated to the
library as a gift.

i
VISIT THE SAINT
JOHN’S BIBLE
Library hours are
10-4, M-F
Closed holidays
More information:
sjvdenver.edu/library
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The Saint
John’s
Bible on
display
at the
Cardinal
Staﬀord
Library
is one
of 299
Heritage
Editions.
photos by
andrew
wright

To learn
more about
The Saint
John’s
Bible, visit
saintjohns
bible.org.

March for Life
set for Jan. 14
BY DENVER
CATHOLIC STAFF

C

hris Stefanick of
Real Life Catholic, and former
Planned Parenthood
employee turned pro-life
advocate Abbey Johnson,
will headline the annual
March for Life in Denver
next Jan. 14.
The event seeks to join
forces with the March
for Life that takes place
in Washington, D.C., on
Jan. 22 each year to commemorate the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
court case by which the
United States Supreme
Court legalized abortion
on Jan. 22, 1973.
Alexa Forster, program director of the
Respect Life Office of
Catholic Charities, told
Denver Catholic that the
March for Life “is an
excellent opportunity for
the Pro-Life community
to unite and advocate for
the unborn.”
Since Roe v. Wade
legalized abortion 44
years ago, an estimated
59 million babies have
died in this country
due to abortion. In the

United States, 1.45 abortions are performed per
minute, 87 per hour, and
2,092 abortions per day,
according to numberofabortions.com.
Organizers of the
March for Life hope that
this event in Denver will
bring together not only
people from Colorado
but also neighboring
states such as Wyoming,
New Mexico, Kansas, Arizona and more.
The event will begin
with three Masses to
be held simultaneously
in downtown Denver at
11 a.m. at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Holy
Ghost Parish, and St.
Elizabeth of Hungary
Church. In addition,
there will be a Spanish
Mass, but place and time
are yet to be confirmed.
After Mass, the faithful are invited to meet
for a rally at the Capitol, led by Stefanick and
Johnson.
Archbishop Samuel
J. Aquila will celebrate
Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica, and will also
address the crowd at the
rally.

2nd Annual Holiday Craft Fair

Arbors of San Marino
Assisted Living Community
7425 Xavier St. Westminster, CO 80030

Friday, December 2nd

9am – 3pm

Crafts…Oil Paintings….Baked Goods…
Holiday Gifts…Fun Galore!!!

Kim Hopkins at 303-426-9090
e-mail: kimh@cometosanmarino.com
www.SanMarinoRetirement.com

Come join in
the Holiday Cheer!
Travel with Monsignor Steffen
& other Catholics!
$

Save

200

per couple*

Best of Ireland

12 days from $1,624* now $1,524*

Your exploration of the Emerald Isle starts and ends in Dublin. See all of the city highlights including the Bank of Ireland
and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Next is the Rock of Cashel, Waterford and a visit to the famous crystal factory. Continue to
Cobh, Blarney Castle and Killarney. Drive the spectacular Ring of Kerry, explore Bunratty Castle & Folk Park and view
the incredible Cliffs of Moher before arriving in Galway. In the Sligo area, see Kylemore Abbey en route to Belfast. Lastly,
discover “The Giant’s Causeway” and Titanic Belfast, visitor experience. Your Chaplain, Monsignor Steffen is from Alton,
IL and is Pastor of Historical Saint Peter and Paul Proto-Cathedral. He also serves as a Chaplain for other communities and
hospitals. This will be his 8th trip with YMT. Departs June 8, 2017.
*Prices are per person, double occupancy. Plus $299 per person taxes & government fees. Add-on airfare is available. All special offers apply to new bookings
only made by 1/31/17 and are subject to availability. Single supplement applies. Prices shown are after Instant Rebate is applied. Additional terms and
conditions apply, visit ymtvacations.com or ask your Travel Consultant for details.

CALL NOW:

1-877-230-1381

ymtvacations.com Mention promo code X6013

Home is
here.
Call 303.964.3804
and ask about how
you may be able to
receive 2 months
of rent FREE.

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Adult Day Services
2835 West 32nd Avenue Denver, CO 80211 chilivingcommunities.org
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Denver’s ‘Angel of Charity’ on road to sainthood
«1

the Archdiocese of Denver’s
Model of Mercy for the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Among
those who are captivated by her witness
to the Gospel is Father Burkey.
“One thing that really stands out was
she was a slave, and she was treated very
badly by her slave master. She was also
treated badly by various other people,
but she never let that stand in her
way,” Father Burkey said of Greeley.
“She spent her whole life taking care of
people, some of whom probably weren’t
as poor as she was.”
Father Burkey, who turns 82 in
November, became fascinated with
Greeley when he moved to Denver
some years ago, and has dedicated the
past five years of his life to retracing
her life and times and telling her story.
Greeley could not read or write, and
that which has been written about her
is sparse. Still, Father Burkey persisted
in researching her, relentlessly digging
through old books, newspapers and
even scraps of notes for the better part
of a year.

“There was a hodge-podge of stuff,
it was like putting a jigsaw puzzle back
together,” he said.
His findings were compiled into a
book called, In Secret Service of the Sacred
Heart: The Life and Virtues of Julia Greeley. To date, the Capuchin friar’s book is
the most thorough and complete work
available on Greeley’s life. Father Burkey
has led several tours around Denver
retracing important places associated
with Julia Greeley’s life, including her
gravesite at Mount Olivet Cemetery
and Sacred Heart Parish, where she was
a daily communicant.
Greeley’s steadfast devotion to the
Sacred Heart and her hunger for the
Eucharist were some of her most virtuous qualities, Father Burkey told
the Denver Catholic.
“She fasted all morning. Even after
she went to communion, people said,
‘Why don’t you come have breakfast?’
and she said, ‘Communion’s my breakfast,’” Father Burkey said.
Father Burkey isn’t the only one who
holds this opinion; in fact, two days after

Greeley’s funeral in 1918, the Denver
Catholic Register ran a front page article
written by Matthew Smith (who later
become a priest and one of the Register’s most celebrated editors) in which
he wrote, “Her life reads like that of a
canonized saint.” Little did Monsignor
Smith know just how providential these
words would be.
On Nov. 14, at the annual gathering of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore, Archbishop
Aquila presented the case for Greeley’s
potential sainthood. The bishops voted
unanimously to allow the archdiocese
to proceed with the process of investigating her life and virtues.
As exciting as it is that Greeley’s
cause will be opened Dec. 18, the process of canonization can take years,
according to Dave Uebbing, Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Denver and
vice-postulator for Greeley’s cause.
He is tasked with promoting her cause
locally on behalf of Julia’s Rome-based
postulator, Dr. Waldery Hilgeman.
A tribunal and historical commission

will be appointed to her cause to investigate her life and uncover any information about her that hasn’t already been
discovered. The investigations conducted by these two commissions are
key to establishing whether or not Julia’s
reputation of holiness is well-founded.
“The commission will examine her
virtues, her reputation of holiness and
uncover evidence for or against that,”
Uebbing explained.
Part of the process will also involve
exhuming Greeley’s body to determine
what condition it is in and officially
verify that the archdiocese is in possession of her body.
Another important part of the canonization process is determining if any
miracles associated with Greeley have
occurred as a result of intercessory
prayers through her. They can either be
medical miracles or other supernatural
occurrences. In order for a person to
be named a saint, the Church typically
requires two miracles to be associated
with him or her.
“If any miracles or alleged miracles

Each of us is called to help ease the
burden of the needy in imitation of
Christ. Please make your Christmas gift
to Catholic Charities today so we can
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter
the homeless, and bring the light
of Christ to children and adults during
this holy season. Together, let’s mirror
Christ’s life of self-giving.
May you and your loved ones enjoy a
blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas.

Please give generously at:

ccdenver.org/christmas

Help us reach families and individuals in times of need.
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Advanced Audiology, Inc.
are uncovered in the process, those
would have to be investigated,” Uebbing added.
The Julia Greeley Guild, headed
by Mary Leisring, has been working
to spread awareness of Julia Greeley
since 2011. They meet monthly at Cure
d’Ars Parish and update their members
through a monthly newsletter called the
“Lil’ Red Wagon.”
In 2012, Bishop James D. Conley
approved an intercessory prayer to
Julia Greeley, and Leisring is encouraging the faithful to pray the prayer
and report any instances of possible
miracles via the guild’s website ( juliagreeley.org). She hopes that the guild’s
membership will increase as a result of
Greeley’s cause being opened.
As the director of Black Catholic
ministry for the archdiocese, Greeley
holds a special place in Leisring’s heart,
and she is thrilled at the possibility of
her one day being named a saint.
“She’s a model for me. The year of
mercy was perfect for her because she
always showed mercy,” Leisring said.
“We’re all called to be saints, and it just
goes to show that an ordinary person
can become extraordinary. For some
of us, she’s already a saint.”

Hearing & Tinnitus Center

INTERCESSORY
PRAYER

i
JULIA
GREELEY
MASS
Sunday,
Dec. 18,
8:30 a.m.
Cathedral
Basilica
of the
Immaculate
Conception
1530 Logan
St., Denver,
80203

Heavenly Father,
your servant Julia
Greeley dedicated
her life to honoring
the Sacred Heart
of your Son, and to
the humble service
of your children,
especially the poor.
If it be in accordance with your
holy will, please
grant this favor I
now ask through
her intercession,
________.
I also ask, in the
Name of Jesus,
whose Sacred
Heart filled Julia’s
heart with love for
all she met, that
I may follow her
example of humility
and simplicity in
loving you and my
neighbor. Amen

“Most Ethical Small Business
of Denver 2015
Better Business Bureau.”
Dr. Barbara Jenkins, AuD, BCABA

Colorado’s First Board Certiﬁed
Doctor of Audiology

Advanced
Partner
Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

• 85% of our patients come from physician
and patient referrals
• A+ Rated and BBB Gold Star Company

• 2013 Best of Service Award – Centennial/
Englewood
• 2015 Humanitarian Practice of the Year
(National Sivantos Aspire Award)

303.649.2122

www.AdvancedAudiology.com
Centennial, Colorado 80112

We take your Hearing Seriously.

Are You Being Called?
The Knights of Columbus in Northeastern Colorado are looking
for a few good Catholic men to continue Venerable Father
Michael McGivney’s mission of protecting Catholic families.

Through your service to Catholic families, a career as a Knights of
Columbus Field Agent gives you an unparalleled opportunity to
serve the Church and the community, while also providing for
your family.
Our agents enjoy an exclusive Catholic market, a competitive
compensation and benefits package, and great opportunities for
training. But, most importantly, our agents enjoy the comfort of
knowing that through their work, they are making a diﬀerence in
the lives of others each and every day.
For more information, contact:

Andrew J. Wheaton, FICF
General Agent
(303) 427-5056
andrew.wheaton@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE

DISABILITY INSURANCE

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
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Around the Archdiocese

 December 6

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

 December 9-11

Directed Prayer Weekend (Women)

 December 16-January 2

Retreat House Closed

 January 18

Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)

 January 20-22

Weekend Retreat (Women)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Denver Catholic

High School
Placement Test

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 3
2016

The High School Placement Test (HSPT) is a required exam for all current
8th graders seeking admission to any of the Denver Catholic High Schools.
Students are encouraged to take the exam at their first choice high school.
Please visit the school website to learn more and to register for the test.

ARRUPE JESUIT

HOLY FAMILY

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$10 Registration Fee

Test begins
at 8:15 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

MULLEN

REGIS JESUIT

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

Test begins
at 8:30 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

BISHOP MACHEBEUF
Test begins
at 8:00 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

ST. MARY'S ACADEMY
Test begins
at 8:00 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

Pre-registration is encouraged but walk-ins will be accepted at all locations
on the day of the test. Space may be limited by the availability of test packets.
Check-in begins 30 minutes prior to the test time.

Archbishop: Year of Mercy ends, but
BY ROXANNE KING

T

editor_king@icloud.com
@RoxanneIKing

he Year of Mercy was a time of
extraordinary grace, conversion
and spiritual renewal that caught
the hearts of the faithful.
So said Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
at a mid-day Mass Nov. 20, the feast of
Christ the King, to mark the end of the
special year and to close the Holy Door at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception.
His actions echoed those of Pope
Francis, who inaugurated and ended the
Jubilee Year, which started last December, with the opening and closing of the
Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
The Holy Door symbolizes Christ, who
called himself “the door” and said that
the only way to salvation is through him
(Jn 10:9).
In a first, Pope Francis let bishops
around the world designate Holy Doors
in their dioceses so more people would
have the chance to gain the indulgence—
the remission of temporal punishment
(purgatory) for forgiven sins—available
to those who made a pilgrimage to one.
To earn the indulgence, one also had to
go to confession, receive Eucharist and
say the required prayers.
“[The Year of Mercy] was a call to
encounter Jesus Christ in a personal
way—a call to conversion and a change
of heart,” Archbishop Aquila told the
congregation.
The faithful responded to the call
dramatically: the Vatican estimated a
billion Catholics passed through Holy
Doors around the world.
Pope Francis had also urged individuals to practice works of mercy during
the Jubilee Year and for dioceses to offer

a special 24-hour shift of adoration and
confession, which in the Archdiocese
of Denver took place at the Cathedral
Basilica and another parish.
“Even at 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the morning, people were waiting in line [for confession] at the cathedral,” Archbishop
Aquila recalled of the March 4-5 event.
He said that in addition to returning to
confession, many faithful told him they
also resumed doing spiritual and corporal works of mercy they had forgotten
Catholics are encouraged to do.
In his homily, the archbishop said
the day’s Gospel of the Good Thief illustrated what the faithful were exhorted
to do during the Year of Mercy and are
called to do regularly. He noted that the
Good Thief practiced a work of mercy in
admonishing the sinner—the bad thief
who taunted Christ—converted and

There is a place

that’s just waiting
for you to experience senior living as it should
be — St. Andrew’s Village. Acting your age
is not a requirement. Acting how you feel is
always encouraged! Whether splashing in the
pool, enjoying our Happiest Hour with friends
and neighbors, or an evening of fine dining
where our staff knows your favorite drink, you’ll feel years younger
and enjoy every minute of it. Ask about a Priority Reservation.

Feeling Young at Heart?
We know just the place. . .

Independent & Assisted Living
Nursing • Medicare Rehabilitation
In-Home Care • Out-Patient Therapy

Click StAndrewsVillage.net
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Call 303.695.8100
for lunch and a visit!
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DONATE ADVENTUROUSLY!

God’s grace continues

made a profession of faith as he begged,
“Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.”
“’Today,’” emphasized Archbishop
Aquila as he repeated Christ’s response,
“’you will be with me in paradise.’”
“It is a wondrous promise and a tremendous sign of hope given to us,” the
archbishop said.
“Hopefully, in this Year of Mercy we
have experienced a deepening of faith,
trust and confidence in Jesus Christ,”
he said, adding that although the Jubilee
Year of Mercy may be over, God’s mercy
continues in his sacraments of reconciliation and Eucharist.
“Lift up your hearts in gratitude when
you receive the Eucharist,” he counseled.
“Remember the cost of that salvation.
“Live the Year of Mercy every day,”
he urged.

Archbishop
Samuel
J. Aquila
closed
the Holy
Door
at the
Cathedral
Nov. 20,
bringing
the Jubilee Year
of Mercy
to a close.
photo by
andrew
wright

Parish
group
makes
pilgrimage
to all five
Holy Doors
A group of almost
50 parishioners
from the northeastern plains parishes of St. Mary,
St. John and St.
Joseph journeyed
to all five Holy
Doors in the Archdiocese of Denver
over the course of
five months. Led
by pastor Father
Marek Ciesla, the
journey began in
June, when the
group took a bus
to Mother Cabrini
Shrine, the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate
Conception and
Our Lady of Guadalupe. In August,
they travelled to
St. Anthony of
Padua Parish in
Sterling, and finally,
on Nov. 11, they
made the long trek
to St. Stephen’s
Parish in Glenwood
Springs and passed
through the last of
the Holy Doors.

Our Lady of Loreto Catholic School Principal Position Open

CAMP WOJTYLA leads and challenges youth through wilderness adventures
into a transformative relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.
Your help is needed! Because of the generosity of people like you,
Camp Wojtyla has gone from dream to reality for over 150 kids
who wouldn’t have otherwise afforded the camp fees.
We also fund a small group of “paid” staff through contributions.
Learn more about us and donate online at
www.camp-w.com or call 303.586.1799.
Donations by check can be mailed to:
Camp Wojtyla, 2032 35th Avenue, Ste. A #158,
Greeley, CO 80634
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Be a Part
of the Second Century
of the

Cathedral Basilica
of the

Immaculate Conception!!
Your contributions will help repair
and replace the missing, cracked,
and broken stone and carvings
which have become a safety
hazard as we preserve
our historic and iconic
Cathedral Basilica
for the next 100 years.
GOAL:
$3.5 Million

Our Lady of Loreto in Foxfield, located in the southeast metro area of Denver,
currently serves Kindergarten through 8th grades and has an opening for principal
beginning the 2017-2018 school year. Strong in Catholic identity and academics,
this vibrant four-year-old school is opening a pre-school and expanding the elementary
grades in a fast developing area with dynamic young families. Candidates must:

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Catholic Church.
• Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the church.
• Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision, curriculum,
instruction, or other related fields.
• Have a minimum of five (5) years teaching or administrative experience in Catholic schools.
• Hold a current, valid administrator’s license or be able to be certified by the State of Colorado
as a principal.
If you are interested in applying for the principal position at Our Lady of Loreto Catholic School,
please submit a letter of interest and resume to:
Archdiocese of Denver, Office of Catholic Schools
Attention: Superintendent Kevin D. Kijewski, J.D.
1300 South Steele Street Denver, CO 80210

Visit our websites at www.archden.org and www.denvercatholicschools.com
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Watch this
space for
updates
on our
progress!

TO DATE:
$3,500
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GIVE CATHOLIC ON C

Please help those in the greatest need,
and donate to Catholic Charities on

Divine Mercy Supportive Care
Help Divine Mercy Supportive Care (Catholic hospice)
continue to provide Catholic End of Life Care to all,
including Priests, Nuns and other Religious.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6

Learn more about us at www.dmsci.org
Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/DivineMercySupportiveCare

$100 Helps:
• Pay for three nights at our shelters
• Feed 62 people in our shelters
• Buy 400 diapers for newborns
• Provide one month of heating for a family
• Buy a bus pass for one month

#100BucksHelps
SCHEDULE YOUR
DONATION ONLINE TODAY!
Thank you for your support!

coloradogives.org/ccdenver

The mission of Universal Education Supporters is
to ensure the opportunity for Catholic education
and experiences to all families.
Our vision is that no family will miss out on
the opportunity to receive a Catholic education
or experience due to financial situations.

Donate today at
www.ColoradoGives.org/UniversalEducationSupporters
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COLORADO GIVES DAY • DEC 6
Mother Cabrini Shrine
Please support Mother Cabrini
Shrine on Colorado Gives Day!

We offer homeless women who are alone
the time, skills, and spiritual support
to become self sufficient

Your gift helps us preserve
the great legacy of St. Frances
Cabrini and maintain the
Shrine for future generations.

Please help Julia’s unique mission!
To donate go to juliagreeleyhome.org or
www.coloradogives.org/JuliaGreeleyHomeInc
or mail us at: Julia Greeley Home Inc.
3613 Wyandot Street Denver, CO 80211

Visit our website at
www.mothercabrinishrine org.

Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/MotherCabriniShrine
Help The Society of
St. Vincent de Paul provide
for those in need.
A dollar per dollar match
up to $7,500 by an
anonymous donor will make
your Colorado Gives Day
donation even more
this year. Donate at www.
ColoradoGives.org/SVDP

The John Paul II Outdoor Lab
awakens Catholic school youth to
relationship with Jesus Christ
through mountain experiences,
integrating faith and science, and
providing an opportunity to
discover the living God in
His creation. Donate at
www.jp2outdoorlab.org or
www.coloradogives.org/
JohnPaulIIAdventureInstitute

“Thank you, Julia Greeley, you were a light for me when
I could not see the way!” - Sylvia Bailey, a “Julia” success story

She does not want to go to a nursing home!
Your lifesaving donation will help us keep her and hundreds of
other low-income seniors independent and safe at home.
December 6th is Colorado Gives Day.

gstewart@dominicanhha.org
303-322-1413 ext. 12

The Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery embody
their core values of common prayer,
community life and hospitality. These values
continue to shape their monastic tradition of
contemplation and prayer for the world as
together they seek God in community.

Donate at www.ColoradoGives.org/
BenetHillMonastery

COGivesAd2016.indd 1

11/7/2016 3:54:49 PM
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Raffle License #2016-11151

Around the Archdiocese

C
HAN

TC
LAS

ENTRY DEADLINE:
December 12th

grand prize

multi-ticket Prize

for 4

for 2

Jewels of Spain & Portugal

Rome, Italy

7-night stay in Rome
at winner’s choice of
a luxurious hotel just
outside the Vatican
walls or a Roman
countryside castle.

7-night stay in Madrid
and Lisbon. Guided
tours of Madrid, Óbidos
and Fatima included.
Buy 3 or more tickets to
be entered.

Refer-a-friend Prize
New York, NY
for 2

3-night stay at the
Grand Hyatt New
York, NY in Midtown
Manhattan. Buy 1 ticket
and refer a friend who
buys at least one ticket
to be entered.

DRAWING DATE: DECEMBER 14TH
Only 2,900 tickets will be sold! Purchase Tickets:
Buy 3

Buy 1

$135

$50

Buy 5

$220

Buy 10

$400

Visit RoadToRomeRaffle.com or call 303.433.0296
Proceeds benefit the lives and ministries of the Capuchin Franciscans
of the Province of St. Conrad.

Bishop Rodriguez celebrates ﬁrst Mass as bishop
Bishop Jorge Rodriguez greets people after celebrating his ﬁrst mass as
the newly-ordained Auxiliary Bishop of Denver at the Cathedral on Nov. 5.
The Mass was part of the monthly Prayer in the Square gathering, where
faithful gather to pray a rosary for the sanctity of all life and an end to the
persecution of Christians throughout the world. photo by anya semenoFF

Compassionate. Professional.

Time of
Remembrance

Nativity Creches – Crucifixes – Rosaries – Religious Statuettes – Liturgical Items
Home Decor and Kitchenware – Specialty Items – Custom Orders

Visit Us At:
Park Meadows Mall & Flatiron Mall

Bethlehem Handicrafts

Quality hand-crafted olive wood products from the Holy Land.
Made by Christian hands. Loved by Christian hearts.

www.bethlehemhandicrafts.com • 720.201.7193

PRINCIPAL POSITION OPENINGS

Anticipating openings in K – 8 schools for the 2017-2018 school year. Candidates must:

DEC. 8 . 7pm

DEC. 15 . 7pm

DEC. 19 . 7pm

9998 Grant St.
Thornton

5303 E. County Line Rd.
Centennial

3101 S. Wadsworth Blvd.
Lakewood

Horan & McConaty

Horan & McConaty

Horan & McConaty

Please RVSP to (303) 577-6057

to let us know how many people will be attending.

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Catholic Church.
• Have a strong commitment to the importance of Catholic school ministry in the church.
• Possess a Master’s Degree with a minimum of 20 graduate hours in supervision,
curriculum, instruction, or other related fields.
• Have a minimum of five (5) years teaching or administrative experience in
Catholic schools.
• Hold a current, valid administrator’s license or be able to be certified by the State
of Colorado as a principal.
If you are interested in applying for a principal position, please submit a letter of interest and resume to:

Archdiocese of Denver, Office of Catholic Schools
Attention: Superintendent Kevin D. Kijewski, J.D.
1300 South Steele Street Denver, CO 80210

Visit our websites at www.archden.org
and www.denvercatholicschools.com
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Giving Tree
We are gearing up for the Holiday season
for those in need.

A night of faith, fun and family
with the Denver Nuggets

Come visit our Giving Trees at the Arvada
or Immaculate Heart of Mary Branches
and take a tag to help those in need.
Donations will be accepted at each branch

Monday, Nov. 28th – Friday, Dec. 16th.

Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, the Sisters of Life and over
2,000 others from the Denver Catholic community showed
up at the Pepsi Center Nov. 20 to cheer the Denver Nuggets onto a victory over the Utah Jazz for the third annual
Catholic Families Night. The choir from Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic School sang the national anthem at the start of the
game, and people in the crowd couldn’t help but snap selﬁes with Archbishop Aquila and the Sisters of Life as they
walked by. photo by andrew wright

Uniting Your Faith and Finances
• Arvada Branch:
6320 Olde Wadsworth Blvd.
• Immaculate Heart of Mary Branch
11385 Grant Drive, Northglenn

www.nufcu.com

SPECIAL FAITH FRIDAY
Fr. Tim Gallagher, OMV Presents:
Holy Ghost Catholic Church

DECEMBER 2, 2016

6:30 pm Light supper
7 pm Premier of Nunc Coepi
Parking available, questions? Call 303-292-1556

Harry Stevenson
54 Years

SERVING THE DENVER
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SINCE 1890.

The heritage behind our mortuaries and
cemeteries is one of history and tradition.
Matt Whaley
29 Years

Lloyd Swint
13 Years

For more than a century, Catholic families have trusted
Olinger Mortuaries and Cemeteries to care for their loved
ones because respect for traditions, understanding the
needs of the Catholic faith, and providing affordable
options is at the heart of what we do.
With more than a 132 years of combined experience,
parishioners Harry Stevenson, Matt Whaley, Lloyd Swint
and John Chalupa have assisted families with care and
compassion. Their expertise combined with
those who provide professional services in 11 Olinger
neighborhood chapels is virtually unprecedented in
serving the Denver Catholic community.

(303) 455-3663

www.denverfuneralproviders.com
John Chalupa
36 Years
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Denver faithful buy cows
for African diocese
Small herd will be
income source for
Congolese Catholics
BY ROXANNE KING

T

hanks to the support of local parishes through the Missionary
Cooperative Plan, a diocese in
Democratic Republic of Congo now has
a starter herd of cattle, which means
hope for meeting future needs.
Cattle are fundamental to the people
of rural Africa, providing food and a
means of financial support. Before civil
wars devastated DR Congo’s economy,
the Diocese of Kabinda in Congo-Kinshasa had a thriving herd of 1,500 cattle.
Sadly, during the conflicts, rebels stole
the herd.
This summer, Congo native Father
Kibambe Crispin, parochial vicar at
St. Therese Parish in Aurora, made a
Missionary Cooperative Plan appeal
to three parishes of the Denver Archdiocese to buy cattle for his home
diocese. Through the generosity of
parishioners—particularly Risen Christ
Parish—$36,000 was raised, enabling
the Kabinda Diocese to buy two-dozen
cattle, which could eventually grow to
a herd of 250.
“The diocese can get money in the
future [from these cows],” explained
Father Crispin, adding that it plans
to sell cattle, meat and manure from
the herd. Ideally, the Kabinda Diocese
would like to have a herd of 100 cattle
to expand to create a sustainable source
of income for its needs.
“The diocese is facing a lot of

challenges: there is no car for it; parish
rectories aren’t in good condition;
churches need repainted. We want to
build a school in each parish,” Father
Crispin said. “If someone would like
to help they can send donations to the
Diocese of Kabinda through the Missionary Cooperative Plan.”
Located in central Africa, the
Kabinda Diocese is home to over a
half-million Catholics. It has 30 parishes, 65 priests, 160 lay religious and
59 seminarians.
Although rich in natural resources,
political instability, corruption and a
lack of infrastructure have kept the
people of DR Congo among the poorest in the world. Despite the nation’s
problems, the Catholic Church has
remained a constant stabilizing force,
leading scholar Michael Schatzberg
to describe the Church as DR Congo’s
“only truly national institution apart
from the state.”
Although economically poor, the
people of Africa are rich in faith, boasting one of the world’s largest Catholic
populations (158 million) and turning
out a high percentage of the Church’s
priests. Father Crispin is among the
priests his homeland has shared with
the Denver Archdiocese.
“My presence here is a blessing
[for me],” he said about ministering in
Denver, adding that it’s a grace meant
to be shared with Catholics back home.
“My wish is to help my diocese.”

i
TO HELP
Email: Fara.Kearnes@archden.org
Call: Social Ministry Office, 303-715-3171

Three local parishes helped purchase cattle for the Kabinda Diocese in
Africa. photo provided
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Get Involved
DECEMBER

DECEMBER

Julia Greeley Mass

In Defense of Christians
presents: “Our Last Stand”
6 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.,
Colorado Christian
University, 8787 W.
Alameda Ave.,
Lakewood, $25. The
Colorado chapter of In
Defense of Christians
invites you to meet IDC’s
national executive
leadership and watch the
Colorado premiere of the
new film, “Our Last Stand.” To purchase tickets to the event, visit http://bit.
ly/2fZYQ3Q, and visit indefenseofchristians.org to learn more about IDC.
DECEMBER

Prayer in the Square
3 10 a.m. - 11 a.m., Various prayer communities
along the Front Range. Join the faithful on Saturday,
Dec. 3, to pray a Rosary at various locations on the
Front Range. Pray for God’s love, mercy and peace
— through the intercession of Our Lady of Fatima and
Our Lady of Guadalupe — to bring an end to the
slaughter and persecution of Christians and for the
sanctity of all human life. To learn more and find the
prayer community nearest you, visit
prayerinthesquare.com

18 8:30 a.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila will celebrate a special Mass opening the
cause for canonization for Julia Greeley. Members of the tribunal and historical
commission appointed to investigating Greeley’s cause will be sworn in, and the
postulator and assistant postulator from Rome assigned to her cause will be in
attendance. For more information about Julia Greeley, visit juliagreeley.org.

DECEMBER

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
DECEMBER

6

8

Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

The Feast of the
Immaculate Conception celebrates the
solemn belief of the
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary,
which says that Mary
was born without the
taint of original sin.
It is celebrated nine
months before the
Feast of the Nativity
of Mary on Sept. 8.

25

The Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas)

One of the most
important days in the
Christian liturgical
year, The Nativity
of the Lord, more
commonly known as
Christmas, celebrates
the birth of Our Savior
Jesus Christ. Interestingly, Christmas
occurs nine months
after the Feast of
the Annunciation.

Colorado Gives Day

All day, see coloradogives.org for more
details. Colorado Gives
Day is an annual statewide movement that
celebrates and increases
philanthropy in Colorado
through online giving.
It helps to strengthen
the state’s nonprofit
organizations, such
as the Archdiocese of
Denver and all of its
entities. To participate,
visit coloradogives.
org/COGIVESDAY

10

Samaritan House
Rededication

10 a.m. - 1 p.m., Samaritan
House, 2301 Lawrence St,
Denver. Join with Catholic
Charities and Archibishop
Samuel J. Aquila as they
celebrate the rededication of Samaritan House,
in honor of the homeless
shelter’s 30th anniversary. For more details,
visit ccdenver.org or
samhousedenver.org
10

Advent Day Retreat

9:30 a.m., Abbey of St.
Walburga, 1029 Benedictine Way, Virginia
Dale, $25. Take a break
from the “Christmas
rush” and make time for
Advent. Join us for a day
of prayer and reﬂection
on the themes of this
beautiful season, led
by Sr. Maria-Walburga
Schortemeyer, OSB. For
more details, contact
aswretreats@gmail.
com or 970-472-0612.

18

Lessons and Carols

5 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. The
Cathedral Choir will
present a service of
Lessons and Carols.
Come prepare your
heart for Christmas!
Mass at 6:30 will follow
the service for those
who wish to attend.
Free parking at
16th and Grant.
27

Priestly Ordination

5 p.m. - 8 p.m.,
Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. One man
will be ordained to the
priesthood and one
will be ordained to the
diaconate. Join in the
celebration, or watch
the ordination live at
archden.org/livestrean

JANUARY

14

March for Life

11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.,
Colorado State Capitol, 200 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver. Join thousands
of people from all over
the Rocky Mountain
region in celebrating the
dignity of life in all its
ages and stages. Mass
will be oﬀered in three
locations beforehand
at the Cathedral, Holy
Ghost and St. Elizabeth
of Hungary, follwed by
a rally the capitol building. For more details,
visit ccdenver.org

FULL CALENDAR
DenverCatholic.org
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In Brief

Classifieds

Cure d’ars parishioner
awarded Bakhita/Drexel
Award for service to the
Black Catholic community

Arrupe Jesuit students
celebrate Respect
Life Month with
the Sisters of Life
On Friday, Oct. 14, the students of
Arrupe Jesuit High School celebrated
Respect Life Month with a special
group of nuns who have consecrated
their life to defending the dignity of
life at all stages — the Sisters of Life.
Father Timothy McMahon, president of Arrupe Jesuit High School,
celebrated Mass for the students, and
the celebration included a reflection
from Sister Maris Stella of the Sisters
of Life. She spoke about the universal call to defend life at all stages,
and shared moving stories about the
important work the Sisters of Life are
doing all around the United States.
The students were very receptive
to what the sisters had to share. After
such an occasion, it’s likely safe to
add Arrupe Jesuit High School to the
ever-growing list of pro-life warriors in
this generation who are committed to
defending the unborn and the inherent dignity of all life! photo provided
TV MASS FOR THE HOMEBOUND
COLORADO PUBLIC TELEVISION, CPT12
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Sam Morehead
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. James Fox
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Tim Hjelstrom
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Bishop Jorge Rodriguez
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 ONE HOUR SPECIAL
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Ron Cattany
8:00 a.m. Spanish, Msgr. Jorge de los Santos

On Nov. 18, Minnie Cassell of Cure d’Ars
Parish was selected to receive the Sts. Bakhita/Drexel Award by the Office of Black Catholic Ministry. Named after the office’s patronesses St. Josephine Bakhita and St. Katharine
Drexel, this annual award recognizes and
honors those individuals who excel in service
to the Black and African community. Cassell is a longtime parishioner of Cure d’Ars
Parish, which is located in a predominantly
black neighborhood in Denver. Cassell was
recognized for her promotion of discipleship and evangelization, her strong sense of
spirituality and for being a dedicated witness
to the Catholic faith. In these tense times,
people like Cassell stand as a beacon of light
and serve as a reminder that the love of Christ
transcends any labels that may exist. Congratulations, Minnie! photo by james baca

St. Mary parishioner
recognized as local
hero by 7 News
A longtime parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish in
Littleton was recently recognized as a 7Everyday
Hero by Denver’s local 7 News.
Debi Gorka has been serving at the St. Mary food
pantry for 14 years, and is in charge of coordinating
the whole effort. Every Monday, the pantry opens
their doors to anybody and everybody in the community who needs food, and volunteers help those
in need as they navigate the aisles of the pantry.
The pantry generally serves 100 families or more
each week.
Whether they need canned goods or a loaf of
fresh bread, Gorka and the St. Mary’s food pantry
are eager to help families get what they need, and
they do so with the servant heart of Christ.
Congratulations, Debi! You’re a hero in our book,
too!
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Perspectives

On our need for the real Thomas More

N

ext month marks the fiftieth
anniversary of the film, A
Man for All Seasons. And if it’s
impossible to imagine such a picture
on such a theme winning Oscars today,
then let’s
be grateful
GEORGE that the
WEIGEL Academy
of Motion
The Catholic Diﬀerence
Picture
George Weigel is a
Arts and
distinguished senior
Sciences got
fellow of the Ethics and
it right by
Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.
giving Fred
Zinnemann’s
splendid movie six of its awards in
1967 – when, reputedly, Audrey Hepburn lifted her eyes to heaven before
announcing with obvious pleasure
that this cinematic celebration of the
witness and martyrdom of Sir Thomas
More had beaten The Sand Pebbles,
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf ?, Alfie,
and The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming for Best Picture.
Intriguingly, though, A Man for All
Seasons is a magnificent religious film
– perhaps the best ever – despite its
author’s stated intentions.
Robert Bolt’s introduction to his

play, which led to the movie, makes it
rather clear that author Bolt saw More
less as a Catholic martyr than as an
existential hero, an approach befitting
the hot philosophical movement of the
day (which was, of course, the Sixties).
As Bolt put it:
“Thomas More…became for me a
man with an adamantine sense of his
own self. He knew where he began and
left off, what areas of himself he could
yield to the encroachments of his enemies, and what to the encroachments
of those he loved. It was a substantial
area in both cases, for he had a proper
sense of fear and was a busy lover.
Since he was a clever man and a great
lawyer he was able to retire from those
areas in wonderfully good order, but
at last he was asked to retreat from
that final area where he located his
self. And there this supple, humorous,
unassuming, and sophisticated person
set like metal, was overtaken by an
absolutely primitive rigor, and could
no more be budged than a cliff…
“What attracted me was a person
who could not be accused of any incapacity for life, who indeed seized life
in great variety and almost greedy
quantities, who nevertheless found

something in himself without which
life was valueless and when that was
denied him was able to grasp his
death.”
Yet this portrait of Thomas-More-as-Tudor-era-existentialist
doesn’t quite convince, because Bolt,
perhaps in spite of himself, gave us
a different More in his drama and
later in his screenplay – a More who
“grasps” his death, not as an existential
stalwart, a courageously autonomous
“Self,” but as a Catholic willing to die
for the truth, which has grasped him as
the love of God in Christ. Thus when
More’s intellectually gifted daughter
Margaret, having failed to argue him
out of his refusal to countenance
Henry VIII’s divorce and subsequent
marriage to Anne Boleyn, plays her
final card and cries, “But in reason!
Haven’t you done as much as God can
reasonably want?”, More replies, haltingly, “Well…finally…it isn’t a matter of
reason; finally it’s a matter of love.”
And not love of self, but love of God
and love of the truth. For the God who
is truth all the way through is also, St.
John the Evangelist teaches us, love
itself. And to be transformed by that
love is to live in the truth – the truth

that sets us free in the deepest and
noblest meaning of human liberation.
There was something worthy and
inspiring about certain aspects of existentialism: not the soured existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre, which quickly
decomposed into nihilism, but the
heroic existentialism of a Camus, who
could not abide the anti-clerical Catholic progressives of his day and who
sought a world in which we could be, as
he put it, “neither victims nor executioners.” But it was Sartrean existentialism that won the day, at least insofar as
one can trace a line from Sartre to contemporary narcissism, displayed today
in everything from temper tantrums
on university campuses by over-privileged and under-educated barbarians
to voters across the Western world who
seek relief from their grievances – some
quite legitimate – in adherence to some
pretty dreadful characters.
In this unhappy situation, we need
the real Thomas More: the Thomas
More who bore witness and ultimately
“grasped his death,” not to vindicate
his sense of Self, but as the final and
ultimate act of thanks for his having
been grasped, and saved, by Truth
itself, the Thrice-Holy God.

God makes straight lines with our crooked paths

S

ometimes one’s path to God’s
glorious plan for human love is
a crooked one. Here’s Mindy’s
path: I was conceived out of wedlock
in 1967. My birthmother, after moving
MATT &
MINDY
DALTON
Marriage Missionaries
Matt and Mindy Dalton can be reached at
matt@marriagemissionaries.org, 303-5788287 or at www.marriagemissionaries.org.

to Colorado, single and eight months
pregnant, chose to place me for
adoption through Catholic Charities.
Her desire to have me adopted into a
loving family was granted when I was
three weeks old.
I had a wonderful upbringing,
and always felt there was something
very special about being adopted. I
had an overwhelming sense that I
was so wanted. I never turned down
an opportunity to tell others my
story; especially because some didn’t

believe me since I looked so much like
my adoptive family.
Over the years, I have put myself
into my birthmother’s shoes and all
the emotions she must have felt being
single and pregnant: scared, pressured, embarrassed, inconvenienced,
lonely; yet somehow, she mustered
the will to do what was best for me.
I am so grateful for her tremendous
courage and sacrifice to give me life.
Sometimes we turn away from suffering, but she didn’t.
Fast forward 20 years, when I met
my future husband, Matt. Both of
us were raised in Catholic homes,
but like the majority of our generation, the topics of human love and
the gift of our sexuality were rarely
discussed. We started our marriage
off on a crooked path, rejecting the
Church’s teaching on openness to life.
I was okay with contraception at first,
because I wanted to be in charge of
when we had children. But after a few
years, I had a gaping sense that how
we were living out our married love
was not how God intended.

When we heard Saint John Paul
II’s proposal on what it means to
be human, along with his tender
approach, I remember thinking,
“Now that is what my heart longs
for.” Our sexuality is not for using one
another, but to be authentically loved.
He never began the topic of sexual
morality with how we ought to live
or behave, but rather helped us know
who we are as male and female, made
in the image and likeness of God,
who is love. Once Matt and I began to
understand that, the echo deep inside
of us flung open the door to our union
and we invited God into every aspect
of our lives. Sexual morality, then,
meant rediscovering our own Godgiven identity. Now I realize, God was
always there waiting patiently.
God had been drawing straight
lines all along, only now we began to
see that narrow path. We enrolled
in a Natural Family Planning class,
learned about the beauty of my
fertility, and we desired to co-create with God. He opened our eyes
and our hearts to hear that his

commandments weren’t meant to
destroy our joy but to help us surrender our will for his. Submitting this
way reshaped our hearts in a more
powerful way than the thousands
of prayers I prayed searching for
authentic love.
Looking back, we can see that our
intimacy in marriage, fully following
God’s will, is the key that keeps our
marriage strong today. We embraced
our Blessed Mother Mary’s last words
in Sacred Scripture at the Wedding
Feast of Cana: “Do whatever he tells
you.” It was then that we began experiencing a renewal and a depth of love
that we had no idea was possible.
My birthmother said “yes” by
giving me life. God tenderly led Matt
and I to the truth, opening up our
lives to receive the fruits of his love:
seven children. Now he continues to
bless us—our daughter and her husband are expecting their first child,
and our first grandchild, in May.
Praise God for making straight
lines with our crooked paths.
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Embrace the waiting this Advent

F

ive years ago, one of my daughters desperately needed open
heart surgery. Newly adopted
and four-years-old, her heart defects
were the result of having been born
with Down
syndrome.
BRIANNA The doctors
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all said that
she should
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this surgery
writer, speaker and
when she
podcaster. Her work has
was much
appeared in various print
and online publications.
younger,
but that was simply not an option in
the country of her birth.
So there we sat in the hospital on a
chilly December morning, my husband
and me, praying and waiting. Waiting
for an update from the nurse on how
things were going, waiting to hear that
my daughter had been placed on the
bypass machine, and waiting for the
surgeon to finally emerge with news
that, miracle of all miracles, the surgery had been successful. After so very
much waiting, my daughter’s heart was
repaired.
As a mother to nine children, my
waiting is of course not limited to dramatic situations in dimly-lit hospital
rooms. I wait for sleepy kids to finish

breakfast so we can rush off to school,
I wait for them to put their pajamas
on (and drink their hundredth glass of
water) before I tuck them into bed at
night, and I selfishly wait for them to
reach milestones that promise to make
my own life a little bit easier—although
it turns out that each new stage brings
its own unique challenges. Who knew?
I also spend a fair amount of time
waiting at soccer games and swim
meets, and in the car outside of our
church each week until my eldest
finally emerges, with her friends of
course, from youth group.
But for as much as I do it, I really
don’t like to wait. It feels stressful, and
inefficient. Waiting necessitates not
only a quieting of the heart and mind,
but also the acknowledgment that there
are (gasp!) things outside of my control.
And then there is the not knowing.
How will things turn out, what will this
look like, will there be suffering mixed
with the joy? I sit and worry over challenges my children face (not least of
which is the reality of growing up in an
increasingly coarse and confused culture), or I fret about friends and family
who are sick or struggling. I inadvertently take my eyes off of Jesus, and
my heart fills with anxious thoughts
about a future I cannot see.

More than ever, then, I desperately
need Advent. It is a liturgical season
entirely predicated upon this notion
of expectation, and waiting, for Jesus.
And not only that, but Advent calls us to
penance, reflection, and silence, things
that are hard to come by in our modern
time. We must place our trust in the
hope of what is to come, while we wait.
As difficult as it all is, this is actually one of the biggest blessings of
Advent—being still and watching God’s
plans unfold, with the expectation
that no matter what, it will be good.
Not necessarily easy, happy, or what I
would choose, but certainly part of my
journey toward holiness.
If I can continue to trust and to
love, and to remember that I am (in
the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta)
merely a pencil in God’s hand, I open
myself up to the astounding and perfect work of the Lord. When I accept
my vocation and all of the accompanying joys and sorrows, I become like
Mary when she was visited by the
Angel Gabriel at the Annunciation—
not just giving my fiat or yes to the one
specific thing being asked of me, but
to whatever may lie ahead as a result.
Unknowns and all. Without condition.
It is, however, hard to enter into
Advent and tune out the voices of the

world, especially during this frenzied
time of year. I am prone to becoming
distracted, overwhelmed by what
the perfectionistic culture expects
from super-moms (think elaborately
crafted gingerbread houses, perfectly
baked cookies, and getting all of your
Christmas shopping done early). So it
is all the more necessary to carve out
time to simply love and to simply be,
both individually and as a family.
This can be time spent at home
reading good books or playing a game,
saying (even just a decade) of a family
rosary, or singing an Advent hymn.
Your plans don’t have to be perfect or
even particularly extensive to make for
a good and holy Advent—remember
that God asks for our hearts and for
our best, and he knows we have seasons of life that are harder than others.
And unlike the world’s shallow, saccharine-sweet version of the holidays,
Advent makes space for loneliness and
suffering. Also, for tired moms. Advent
gives us hope, as we prepare our hearts
for the Savior who came into the world
as a small and defenseless baby. Advent
gives us courage to continue to give our
yes, in the way of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Our waiting, even in a hospital
room, is suddenly redeemed by the
love and mercy of Jesus in Advent.

Building a culture of life in Colorado

T

here’s no reason for a woman
to have an abortion in Colorado, which has been legal for
decades. And there’s no reason for
anyone to take their own life through
physician-asLARRY
sisted
SMITH
suicide,
which was
Guest Column
approved
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voters as
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Visit online at ccdenver.
106 on Nov.
org or call 303-742-0828
8.
to learn more, volunteer
or make a donation.
Just
because
something is legal doesn’t make it
right. And just because you have
that choice doesn’t mean you should
choose it.
Abortion and euthanasia are two of
the “non-negotiables” that Catholics
must never endorse or participate
in. Not only do we stand against the

culture of death, no matter what,
but we are called by Our Lord Jesus
Christ to defend life from conception
to natural death.
So if you, or someone you know,
is contemplating abortion or considering euthanasia, Catholic Charities
stands ready to help. We will care for
those individuals in crisis, or find help
for them.
I ask that you join us through
prayer, volunteerism and financial
support. A great way to do that is to
schedule a donation to Catholic Charities at coloradogives.org/ccdenver
in advance of Colorado Gives Day on
Tuesday, Dec. 6.
The only way to defeat the culture
of death is to be a people of life. That’s
why Catholic Charities is building a
continuum of care throughout northern Colorado. To see all that we’re
doing to serve children and vulnerable people of all ages, go to our website (ccdenver.org) and also sign up
for our Charity Works publication.

For a woman experiencing an
unintended pregnancy, Catholic
Charities not only provides counseling and compassion, we provide her
with medical care through Marisol
Health (marisolhealth.com) before
and after the birth of her child. We
can also meet her needs for diapers,
formula and baby clothes, as well as
provide shelter, educational opportunities and job training. We can
provide everything that an expectant
mother needs not only to give life to
her child, but to have a life with her
child.
Those at the end of life should
know about Divine Mercy Supportive
Care (dmsci.org), a Colorado-based
Catholic non-profit agency that
provides palliative and hospice care
that is “always consistent with the
teachings of the Catholic Church,”
while “available for persons of any
religious belief.” They provide people
at the end of life with loving, merciful
and compassionate care. Everyone

facing end-of-life decisions deserves
the dignity that God gave them to live
through to the natural end.
The continuum of care from
conception to natural death is not
about being Catholic, it’s about
being human. We care for everyone
not because they’re Catholic, but
because we’re Catholic. The Catholic
Church has always served the most
vulnerable in the spirit of the Good
Samaritan.
To repeat, there’s no reason to take
the life of a child in the womb through
abortion, or for anyone to take their
own life through euthanasia. Charity is really about helping those who
need it most. If you are in a desperate
situation, you may think that there’s
no one to take care of you. Or that you
can’t handle the pain. Or that you’re
totally alone.
We will take care of you. When
you’ve lost hope, call us. We’re the
hope in Jesus Christ.
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237
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