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Faithful embrace pope of many firsts
BY ROXANNE KING
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The March 13 election of Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, 76, as the 266th pontiff—Pope Francis—was received by Catholics in the Denver Archdiocese with surprise,
joy and gratitude.
“For two thousand years, the
successors of St. Peter have
served as the rock—the ‘visible
source and foundation’ of unity
in the life of the Church,” Archbishop Samuel Aquila said in a
statement. “Today, Pope Francis takes up the keys to the
kingdom of heaven. … Please
join me in giving thanks to the
Father for the gift of Pope Francis.
“Please join me too in prayer
for his ministry,” the archbishop added. “And let us commit
to joining Pope Francis in a life
of service, fidelity and friendship with Jesus Christ, our savior and brother.”
Abuzz with excitement over
the humble Jesuit—the first
from his order to hold the post
as well as the first pope to come
from the Americas and the first
to take the name Francis—
faithful reflected on his name,
the many firsts his papacy represents and the message those
send to the Church.

The pope’s name
There was immediate speculation on whether the pope took
his name from beloved St. Francis of Assisi, the 13th century
founder of the Franciscan order
and a reformer of the Church, or
the famed missionary St. Francis
Xavier, the 16th-century cofounder of the Jesuits (Society of
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NEWLY elected Pope Francis, the former Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Aires,
waves to the crowd from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica March 13. The pope asked the tens
of thousands gathered at the square to pray for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and then asked them to
pray for him before he gave his blessing. Pope Francis will be inaugurated on March 19, the feast of St.
Joseph, at 9:30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Square.
Jesus). Within a day after his
election, the Vatican confirmed
it was the former.
“St. Francis of Assisi … was
known for his poverty and his
humility,” noted Ben Akers, director of the Denver Archdiocese’s Biblical and Catechetical
schools. “We saw that in the
Holy Father (March 13) when
he came out very simply
dressed; he wasn’t wearing all
the fancy robes that he could
have worn that were actually in
the Room of Tears. And that he
asked the people to pray for
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him and bowed in front of the
whole crowd was an incredible
act of humility.”
That the former archbishopcardinal of Buenos Aires used
public transportation, cooked
his own meals and served the
poor also evokes Francis of Assisi, Akers said.
“One of the most famous
conversion scenes in St. Francis’ life is when he hears the
voice as he’s praying in the
church of San Damiano saying,
‘rebuild my church,’” Akers
said. “He rebuilt the physical

POPE FRANCIS
Read more about Pope Francis
on Pages 6, 7 & 12

church not knowing that really
he was going to rebuild and repair the universal church. That
idea of reform and rebuilding
the church through humility
and simplicity is the message
the pope also sends by taking
the name Francis.”

See Pope, Page 6

YEAR OF FAITH: PRAYER
Christian prayer is a covenant relationship between God and man in Christ. It is the action of
God and of man, springing forth from both the
Holy Spirit and ourselves, wholly directed to
the Father, in union with the human will of the
Son of God made man. It is the vital and personal relationship with the living and true God.
Prayer is the elevation of the mind and heart to
God in praise of his glory; a petition made to God for some desired good, or in thanksgiving for a good received, or in intercession for others before God.
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SAMUEL J. AQUILA

Led by Pope Francis,
let us journey toward
Christ together
Last Wednesday, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary’s refectory was electric with the energy of an announcement from Rome. I stood in the room with our
seminarians, their professors and our staff as white
smoke poured from the chimney atop the Sistine
Chapel. When the announcement of the name of the
new Holy Father was made, none of us were sure who
it was. The applause for Pope Francis, who emerged
shyly onto the loggia above St. Peter’s square, was
deafening.
I don’t know Pope Francis at all. I have never met
him and so like our seminarians and like most of the
Archdiocese of Denver, I wondered what to expect
when he began his greeting.
I was struck by the humanity of Pope Francis. I was
struck even more by his serenity, his humility, and by
the simplicity of his words to the waiting world. The
Church was beginning, he said: a “journey of fraternity, of love, of trust among us. Let us always pray for
one another. Let us pray for the whole world, that
there may be a great spirit of fraternity.”
Pope Francis took his first opportunity as pope to
ask that we love one another and pray for one another. He asked us to commit to journeying toward
Christ as brothers and sisters in the Lord. This commitment is the hallmark of the Holy Father’s thought.
In 2003 Pope Francis wrote that the “drama of the
world today is the result of not only the absence of
God, but the absence of humankind.” We have lost,
said Pope Francis, our sense of “human destiny and
identity.”
Pope Francis states that the contemporary world
has become a “supermarket culture—where offers are
made to everyone to hush the clamoring in their
hearts.” We’ve become consumers, lulled by media
and comfort into the “torpor of life,” which stops asking about the universe and our place in it. We’ve lost
a sense of wonder at the world, he notes, and have
lost the “capacity to explain the fundamental needs
that dwell in the human heart.”
The need of the human heart, explains Pope Francis, is a relationship with Jesus Christ. This relationship is our destiny. It is also the reason why Pope
Francis encourages us to commit to loving one another as brothers and sisters. If we want a relationship
with Christ, Pope Francis declares that “the only adequate method for reaching true knowledge is to live
together a vivid companionship.” In the companionship of the Church—in our fraternity—“in the signs
and witness of others,” we will come to know Jesus
Christ in faith.
Pope Francis has said that we are pilgrims, journeying together toward Jesus Christ. Christ is our destiny
and in the presence of the Church, he is our companion. Today we rejoice at the gift of Pope Francis, who
has been called to lead the Church into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.
In one of his first acts Pope Francis prayed for Pope
Emeritus Benedict, then asked our prayers for him,
and then he blessed us. Let us continue to keep him
in our fervent prayers and heed his words—that we
might love another and that in our love for one another we might discover the love that Jesus Christ has
for each of us.
Follow Archbishop Aquila at www.twitter.com/
ArchbishopDen.
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Meet the newly ordained deacons
On March 16, seven men were
ordained to the diaconate as a
step toward priesthood formation. Six of the men are in formation to serve the Denver Archdiocese. One of the men, Brian
Hess, is in formation to serve the
Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyo. Profiles of three of the men in formation for Denver follow. Profiles of the other three Denver
seminarians will follow next
week.
Name: Warli
de Araujo
Castro
Birthdate:
April 14, 1981
Where born
and reared:
Born in Campina Grande in northeast Brazi; reared in Brasilia, the
capital
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: Before coming to the seminary I earned a degree in electronics from the Escola Tecnica
de Brasilia, in July 2003, and I
worked in a multinational company in the area of telecommunications.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: Since a young age, I saw
how priests give their entire
lives to the service of the Lord,
and I was very much attracted
to that.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A:To serve the people in whatever capacity I can, and to announce the love of God for God’s
people.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: The risk of clericalism,
thinking that I know everything
and nobody can tell me anything.
Q: What is your favorite past
time?
A: I like to read, play the guitar,
and listen to classic music, Gregorian chant, and some Brazilian music.

Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen a radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: By giving my entire self to
Christ.
Q: How do you feel about
this step in your priesthood
formation of being ordained to
the diaconate?
A: I feel a great sense of gratefulness towards the Lord and to
his Church, for this great gift of
the diaconate.
Name: Nathan
Andrew
Goebel
Birthdate:
April 24, 1983
Born and
reared: Mount
Zion, Ill. (the Great King’s City)
Seminary: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: I attended the University of
Illinois at Urbana Champaign
where I graduated with a degree
in political science (pre-law) in
2005. At the time I was thinking
about either going into law or
politics but also wanted to serve
the Church by studying theology. Needless to say U of I didn’t
have a solid theology degree, yet
at the time the St. John’s Newman Center sponsored an institute of Catholic thought. Thus I
was able to get an emphasis in
solid Catholic formation taught
by a priest, Msgr. Swetland, and
a layman, Dr. Kenneth Howell. It
was from these studies and from
the influence of some rockstar
missionaries that I entered FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students, as a campus missionary. I served for two
years and then entered seminary in the fall of 2007.
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: I was blessed to have a holy
and humble priest for 12 years of
my youth, Father James O’Shea.
The way in which he lived his
priesthood always inspired me
to at least think about being a
priest. Plus as an 8-year-old kid,

Mass went by quicker when you
had a job to do. Thus I have
served Mass from 8 until 29
years old. Having a closeness to
the Mass has kept me close to
the Lord’s heart in good times
and in bad.

Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: I have never prepared so
much for a sacrament in all of
my life. So when the time
comes to actually be a priest, I
still think I will have no idea
what will be the best part about
it. Mass, confession, anointings,
counseling … being a priest.
Not just doing priestly things
but being a priest. I’m sure that
many people would echo that
in married life … there is a lot
that they are looking forward to
but I think the best part would
be just being with someone. Being with Christ, being Christ in
the priesthood … yeah probably that.

Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: Being a priest. Again I have
no idea what or where or to
whom I will be sent. I know that
I am being sent out into the
world. A world which in many
ways is hostile to the Gospel
message, but more so a world
desperate for the good news.

Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I think the phrase is “chewing the fat”? Give me a comfortable chair and some tasty treats
and I can sit and tell stories, listen to stories, and generally have
a good time. Oh yeah and fly
fishing although I am not that
good. Sometimes it’s just good to
be in the middle of a stream with
no distractions even if you don’t
catch anything.

Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if not
impossible. How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to
celibacy with this challenging
cultural perspective?
A: How many women am I
allowed to marry according to
the Church? One. So I am
choosing between one woman
and no women. I am not

See Deacons, Page 8
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Take root in Christ, archbishop tells newly ordained deacons
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Under the towering majesty
of the marble-columned
Cathedral Basilica in downtown Denver and before the
eyes of hundreds of faithful,
seven men promised celibacy
and obedience then prostrated
themselves on the floor before
the altar of God.
The congregation then
chanted a litany and watched
during a Mass at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception March 16 as Archbishop Samuel Aquila of the
Denver Archdiocese led a series of rituals to ordain the men
to the diaconate as a step in
their priestly formation.
“Today is a day of great joy
for we will dedicate these seven
men, who will be configured to
Christ through the outpouring
the Holy Spirit, to help the ministry of bishops and priests,”
Archbishop Aquila said.
Of the seven men ordained,
six will serve the Denver Archdiocese: Deacon Warli Castro,
Deacon Joseph Doman, Deacon Nathan Goebel, Deacon
Jason Wunsch; and Servants of
Christ Jesus members Deacon
Paul Kostka and Deacon John
Ignatius. Deacon Brian Hess
will serve in the Diocese of
Cheyenne.
The deacons came from
across the nation and world—
including Chicago and Brazil—
to be formed for the priesthood
at the two seminaries of the
Denver Archdiocese: St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
and Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary.
Family and friends traveled
to watch their ordination and
others watched from the Internet where the Mass was
streamed live.

Archbishop’s message

The archbishop explained in
his homily the message of the
Scripture readings, which reflected on the commitment of
the ministry in the Church and
especially that of ordained
ministers.
Addressing the deacon-candidates, he invited them to
hear the words of the Prophet
Jeremiah. Jeremiah was at first
afraid and insecure. To this,
God said to have courage.
“How often we hear in the
Gospels Jesus remind his disciples to be not afraid,” he said.
“How often we heard those
same words on the lips of
Blessed John Paul II in which
he reminded, especially young
people, to be not afraid, proclaim Jesus Christ.”
The Lord promised Jeremiah, as he promises the deacons, to trust in the Holy Spirit
for he will be with them.
“It is precisely your hopefulness to receive the Holy Spirit,
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DEACON candidates pray during their ordination Mass March 16
in the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Denver.
to say ‘yes’ to the Spirit, to place
your confidence in the Holy
Spirit that you will proclaim Jesus Christ, that you will be
faithful to his words,” the archbishop said. “He is the one who
will give you the courage to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.”
He told the deacons they will
often be called to proclaim the
truth in a world that is often resistant to it.
“Never, my dearest brothers,
can you proclaim in your
preaching yourself. As your
bishop, I really could care less
about what you think,” he said
drawing laughter, “but I do
deeply care that you are faithful
to Jesus Christ.”
He continued: “As men of
God and servants of Christ you
are to be neither liberal nor
conservative; you are not to be
progressive. You are to be rooted in Christ and faithful to Jesus Christ.”
Finally, the archbishop reminded the candidates of
Christ’s words in the Gospel to
lose his life for the sake of Christ.
“Our Lord reminds us that if
we are truly of him we are to
completely surrender to him,”
he said. “It is only in serving the
Lord that we will truly be confident as his ministers, putting
him first before all else, putting
him first even if it means embracing the cross and following
him in his steps.”

Ordination rite
The ordination rite began
with Archbishop Aquila’s acceptance of the seven men’s
proclaimed worthiness for ordination. The crowded applauded, showing their approval.
Then each man promised
celibacy and obedience to the
bishop and his successors.
While they lay prostrated, the
congregation chanted the
Litany of Supplication to invoke the saints.
Archbishop Aquila then conferred the Holy Spirit on each of
the men who knelt before him

one-by-one in silence. He laid
his hands on their heads and
said the Prayer of Ordination.
“I felt like I was giving him to
the Lord,” said Kim Lichtenberger of her son, Deacon
Goebel, as she watched him
during ordination.
The newly ordained men
then received the outward sign
of their ministry by being vested with stoles and dalmatics.
They were called to be heralds of the Gospel as Archbishop Aquila presented each one
with a gold covered Book of
Gospels.
“Receive the Gospel of Christ
whose herald you have become,” he said. “Believe what
you read, teach what you believe and practice what you
teach.”
The archbishop and fellow
deacons then embraced each
deacon to welcome them into
their shared ministry.
The congregation erupted in
applause for the newly ordained men. They then took
seats in the sanctuary beside
the archbishop and assisted
him during the Liturgy of the
Eucharist.
Deacons can officiate at baptisms, weddings, wakes and funerals. They can preach and
distribute the Eucharist but
they cannot consecrate it, hear
confessions or anoint the sick.

NEWLY ordained deacons pose in the Marian Garden adjacent
to the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception with
Archbishop Samuel Aquila March 16. The men were ordained to
the diaconate in a step toward priesthood ordination.
“God gave me this grace to
be here,” said Geovania de
Araujo Castro in Portuguese.
Parents of Deacon Doman,
John and Michele Doman,
flew from Philadelphia to see
their son’s ordination.
They said they were “overflowing with joy” and were
“flooded with memories” of
their son, who was the ninth
of ten children.
“It was a great sense of humility to see Joe being ordained
to the ministry and a great

sense of pride in our Church,”
Michele Doman said.
Mary Anne Haynes, his godmother, said on the day of his
baptism she had a feeling the
infant had a special calling.
“I just felt this feeling that
he was going to be something
very special some day,” she
said.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

LOOK WHO’S READING THE REGISTER

Don’t leave for Rome
without the DCR

A grace for family
At the end of Mass, Archbishop Aquila thanked relatives
and friends of the deacons for
their own witness and the gift
of faith they gave to the men.
“Know that my prayers will
be with you always,” he told the
deacons.
Outside the Cathedral Basilica in the Marian Garden, family and friends of the deacons
gathered for photos with the
archbishop and shared congratulatory words and hugs.
Deacon Castro’s parents
came from Brazil and said they
never thought they would be in
Denver celebrating the ordination of their son.

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER syndicated columnist and
bestselling author George Weigel reads the DCR while on
a break from giving commentary during the recent papal
election outside St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City.
Weigel had this to say about the Register: “The Denver
Catholic Register is a pleasure to read. Don’t leave for
Rome without it!”
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

The key that unlocks the mystery of human life
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Meeting Pope Francis
ROME—When Pope Francis stepped out onto the central
loggia of St. Peter’s on the night of March 13, I thought of the
man I had met in his Buenos Aires office 10 months before:
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, S.J., who was looking forward to
laying down the burden of leadership and devoting himself to
prayer, reflection and study. Now, because Benedict XVI decided to renounce the Chair of Peter and do what Cardinal
Bergoglio wanted to do, the old-school Argentine Jesuit is now
Benedict’s successor. His acceptance of the cross that is the papacy was an act of humble obedience by a man who had bent
his will to the divine will for over a half-century.
What kind of man is he? Some impressions from an hour’s
conversation last May:
A man of God. The new pope struck me then as someone
who lived from the inside out: a man whose rich interior life
was the basis of his public life; a leader whose decisions grew
from prayer and discernment, not calculation.
A man of profound humility. I had long been interested in
getting to know then-Cardinal Bergoglio, but I had the hardest
time getting him to talk about his own life and experiences. I
didn’t detect shyness in this, or false modesty, but a true evangelical humility. Pope Francis will not have the effervescence of
a John Paul II; but like the Polish pope who created him cardinal, Jorge Bergoglio has spent his life saying, not “Look at me,”
but rather, “Look to Jesus Christ.”
A man of keen and realistic intelligence. Pope Francis is not
the university professor that John Paul II and Benedict XVI had
been in their pre-papal lives. And while that model of preparing-for-the-papacy served the Church well for 35 years, it’s not
the only possible model. Now, rather than a professor who
learned how to be a pastor, the Church has been given a pastor
who has long experience of being a pastor. Nonetheless, I was
struck last May by Bergoglio’s sharp mind, his familiarity with
issues throughout the world Church, and his prudence in judging people and situations. He was, for example, completely realistic and lucid about the Church’s situation in Latin America.
Rather than complaining about evangelical Protestant “sheeprustling,” as more than a few Latin American churchmen do,
the archbishop spoke with insight and conviction about the imperative of Catholicism rediscovering the power of the Gospel
through personal conversion to Jesus Christ.
A man of the new evangelization. The new pope played a significant role in shaping the Latin American bishops’ 2007
“Aparecida Document,” which embraced the new evangelization and put it at the center of the Church’s life. In our conversation, the man who would become pope made clear his understanding that a kept Church—“kept” in the sense of legal establishment, cultural habit, or both—had no future in the 21stcentury West, given the acids of secularism. Pope Francis is a
man, I conclude, who intends to go on evangelical offense: it
will be all Gospel, all proposal, all evangelism, all the time.
A man of reform. We spoke of the Latin American edition of
my book, “The Courage To Be Catholic,” for which he thanked
me. And in discussing Vatican affairs, then-Cardinal Bergoglio
displayed a shrewd, but not cynical, grasp of just what was wrong
with the Church’s central bureaucratic machinery, and why. Thus
I think we can expect the new pope to lead the Church in a purification and renewal of the episcopate, the priesthood, the religious life, and the Curia, because he understands that scandal,
corruption, and incompetence are impediments to the Gospelcentered mission I describe in “Evangelical Catholicism: Deep
Reform in the 21st Century Church” (Basic Books).
A man of freedom rightly understood. In addition to Pope
Francis’s lifetime commitment to the poor I’d also note his
commitment to human rights and democracy, both of which
are under severe pressure in Argentina. The new pope knows
the fragility of democratic self-governance, and will work to
shore up democracy’s eroding moral-cultural foundations
throughout the West.
Habemus papam. Thanks be to God.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

March 24: Palm Sunday/
Sunday of the Passion
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 50:4-7
• Psalm 22:8-9, 17-24
• Philippians 2:6-11
• Luke 22:14 – 23:56
Synopsis: The liturgy for
Palm Sunday begins with Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem. All four Gospels
record the event, but each one
brings out different aspects.
Luke doesn’t use the Hebrew
cry of praise, “Hosanna!” but
rather “Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!” This not
only helps explain the meaning of the Hebrew word to his
Greek audience, it also recalls
Christ’s nativity when the angels appeared to the shepherds. For Luke, Christ’s passion is the fulfillment of the
angelic acclamation. The first
reading from Isaiah is called
“the third suffering servant
song.” Isaiah was a prophet to
the exiles in sixth century B.C.
His mission was to instill hope
during a very dark time. But
the people turned against Isaiah because they were sick
and tired of hearing about
God and how he was going to
save them. In a manner foreshadowing Christ’s passion,
Isaiah suffered abuse at the
hands of his own people. And
yet, despite the abuse Isaiah

remained faithful to his mission, setting his face “like
flint.” Most scholars believe
that the passage from Philippians in this week’s second
reading was a hymn composed and sung in churches
prior to Paul’s letter. The
hymn echoes the reading
from Isaiah, describing Christ
who “emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave,” who was
“born in the likeness of men”
and “became obedient unto
death.” The hymn connects
the incarnation of Christ with
his suffering and death. Each
Gospel tells the story of
Christ’s passion a little differently to bring out important
theological points. St. Luke
highlights Christ’s solidarity
with outcasts and sinners represented by the two criminals.
The Lord’s promise of paradise to the “good thief,” for example, only appears in Luke.
Key verse: “He humbled
himself, becoming obedient
to the point of death, even
death on a cross” (Phil 2:8).
The Catechism of the
Catholic
Church:
“The
paschal mystery of Christ’s
cross and resurrection stands
at the center of the good news
that the apostles, and the
Church following them, are to
proclaim to the world. God’s
saving plan was accomplished
‘once for all’ by the redemptive death of his Son, Jesus

Christ. Jesus’ violent death
was not the result of chance in
an unfortunate coincidence of
circumstances, but is part of
the mystery of God’s plan, as
St. Peter explains to the Jews
of Jerusalem in his first sermon on Pentecost: ‘This Jesus
(was) delivered up according
to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God’” (Nos. 572;
599).

Life application: Palm Sunday marks the beginning of
Holy Week, the most important time of the year. This
week we’re called to enter
deeply into the mystery of our
faith and ponder God’s plan in
the redemptive suffering and
miraculous resurrection of
our Lord. All the pain and anguish, all the sin, suffering and
sorrow that is so much a part
of the human condition is
shouldered by Christ, who destroys the power of death by
his own death and brings life
and immortality to light by his
resurrection. All of Christ’s
life, especially his passion,
death and resurrection, is the
key that unlocks the mystery
of human life. He is the “pattern” by which we attain God.
The more you put into Holy
Week, the more you’ll get out
of it.

James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes of
the Denver Archdiocese.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our new pope
White smoke—we have a
pope! A new pope.
Most likely I speak for many
members of our Catholic faith.
As a lifetime Catholic, aka a
“cradle Catholic,” a simple laywoman, there are no words to
express the joy I feel today in
our new pope.
Being of the young age of 64,
I have seen many new popes
come on the scene to lead our
Church. I truly believe all were
chosen through the intervention of our Lord to reign for
God’s plan and were taken
home or retired when that plan
was complete.
That said, I feel so grateful today for the election of Pope
Francis.
There will be challenges for
our new pope and we need to
continue to pray for and with

him. I am feeling joy and gratitude in the gift of our Catholic
faith.
Jeannie Hoffmann
Fort Collins

Praise for our pope
and our archbishop
On the momentous occasion of the 2013 conclave’s selection of Francis as Vicar of
Christ, my joy was magnified
by Archbishop Aquila’s column (“The power of love in
the conversion of a killer”) in
the March 13 Denver Catholic
Register. His strong statement
supporting the movement to
abolish capital punishment in
Colorado was direct, understandable and unequivocal. I
also direct readers’ attention
to the Jan. 21 issue of America
magazine, the article “Signs of

life” by Sister Helen Prejean,
C.S.J., who, also, has tirelessly
worked for recognition of the
seamlessness of life on this issue. I am proud to be a Colorado Catholic!
Colleen Rockers
Evergreen
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name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
March 20: Pure Youth Chastity Rally, Spirit of Christ Parish, Arvada (1 p.m.); Andrew dinner for vocations, St. Thomas More Parish, Centennial (6 p.m.)
March 23: Mass and dedication of new church, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Littleton (10 a.m.); Vigil
Praise, Christ the King Chapel, John Paul II Center (7 p.m.)
March 24: Palm Sunday Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.)
March 26: Chrism Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (11 a.m.)
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NUN OF THE ABOVE
BY PETER WESTHOFF

‘One far fierce hour
and sweet’

A quiz on Catholic things under
the patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one
question that is answered with
“E” for NOTA, which stands for
“None of the Above.” Today’s
quiz covers Catechism of the
Catholic Church Nos. 431-455.

You might like the lyrical poem
“The Donkey” by G.K. Chesterton
in which the donkey speaks of
“one far fierce hour and sweet.”

1. The blood of Jesus as expiation for our sins and the invoking of his name by which we are
saved was prefigured in the
once-a-year ritual of calling on
the name of God and the sprinkling of blood on this:
A. the lambs for the Passover
meal
B. the scapegoat upon which
sins were figuratively placed
C. the mercy seat in the Holy of
Holies
D. the waters of the Jordan
E. NOTA
2. What Hebrew word is
“Christ” the equivalent?
A. Rabbi
B. Messiah
C. Adonai
D. Elohim
E. NOTA
3. What is it that was a characteristic of priests, kings and
sometimes prophets that the
word “Christ” signifies?
A. anointed
B. acclaimed
C. enrobed
D. debriefed
E. NOTA
4. After Peter’s profession of
faith, ”Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the Living God,” what
does Matthew tell us in his
Gospel that Jesus begins to re-

veal to the Apostles about himself?
A. that he has come to establish
a kingdom
B. that he is to work miracles to
increase the faith of Israel
C. that he will forgive sins by his
own authority
D. that he must suffer and be
killed
E. NOTA
5. In the Old Testament, which
of these was not given the designation of “sons of God”?
A. angels
B. kings of Israel
C. the chosen people
D. gentiles
E. NOTA
6. In various ways in the New
Testament it is shown that the
sonship of Jesus is divine and
therefore unlike the sonship of
those in question No. 5 above.
For instance, the voice of God
the Father solemnly declared
that Jesus was his beloved Son
at which two events?
A. the birth and death of Jesus
B. the cleansing of the temple
and the Resurrection
C. the multiplication of the
loaves and the Last Supper
D. the raising of Lazarus and the
curse of the fig tree
E. NOTA
7. What English equivalent is
used for the Greek translation
of the Hebrew YHWH in the
Bible?
A. the Almighty
B. Lord
C. Father
D. It was not translated
E. NOTA
8. Who proclaimed Jesus to be
“My Lord and my God”?
A. St. Thomas
B. the centurion at the cross
C. the Good Thief
D. the thankful leper
E. NOTA
9. It is clear through its many
uses in the New Testament and
throughout Church history that
the title “Lord” as applied to
Jesus has this application:
A. It is a simple title of respect.
B. It is a divine title.
C. It is an archaic term that has

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE

lost all meaning.
D. It is the equivalent of “a good
man.”
E. NOTA

“I give thanks to my God always,
remembering you in my prayers,
as I hear of the love and the
faith you have in the Lord Jesus
and for all his holy ones.”—Philemon 5-6

10. Complete this statement of
St. Paul: “No one can say ‘Jesus
is Lord’ except ______.”
A. a true believer.
B. one who is baptized.
C. in communion with the Father.

D. by the Holy Spirit.
E. NOTA
1. C, 2. B, 3. A, 4. D, 5. D, 6. E - at
he Baptism and Transfiguration,
7. B, 8. A, 9. B, 10. D
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Next week’s quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic Church
Nos. 456-469.

6 l P O P E F RA N C I S

MARCH 20, 2013 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Pope Francis: cardinals went to end of world to find me D
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—On March 13, Cardinal
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of
Buenos Aires was elected pontiff of the Catholic Church, taking the name Francis.
The College of Cardinals came
to an agreement on the Holy Father’s election after a total of four
inconclusive votes earlier that
day and the previous day.
Two-thirds of the cardinals
present—in this case, 77 of
115—are necessary to elect a
new pontiff.
Pope Francis greeted the
crowds of faithful gathered in
St. Peter’s Square shortly after 8
p.m. Rome time, after spending
time in prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament in the
Pauline Chapel.
He began his first words to
the Church by saying that the
cardinals “went to the end of
the world” to find the new
bishop of Rome.
“Brothers and Sisters, good
evening. You know that the
charge of the conclave was to
give a bishop of Rome.
“It would seem that my
brothers went to the end of the
world to choose him,” he said

Pope
From Page 1

Capuchin Franciscan Father David Songy, director of
formation for the Capuchin
Province of Mid-America,
agreed.
“Pope Francis seems to
have the heart of the Poverello
(‘the poor one,’ St. Francis of
Assisi), manifested not only in
his love for the poor and acceptance of a simple way of
life, but even more so by his
desire to evangelize the people in a personal way and be a
living example of the Gospel
of Christ fulfilled in the midst
of the people,” explained Father Songy. “Such a spirit embraces the new evangelization
in a radical manner, as Francis
professed a profound love for
the Gospel way of life.”
That the Argentine pontiff is
the first to take the name
Francis is fittingly representative of the other firsts his papacy includes, Akers said.
“The last new name in the
papacy was John Paul I; that
was the first time in 1,000
years we had a new name,” he
said. “The newness of Pope
Francis’ name also shows us
the newness of his papacy, the
singularity of his papacy. He’s
the first pope from the southern hemisphere, the first from
South America, the first Jesuit.
It’s a lot of firsts, so it makes
sense to have a new name.”

PHOTO BY JEFFREY BRUNO/CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

NEWLY elected Pope Francis, the former Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos
Aires, waves to the crowd from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica March 13.
from the central balcony of St.
“This way of the Church that for the favor of praying for him
Peter’s Basilica.
we commence on,” he said, is in silence before he gave his
The pope then called on the one of “an evangelization in blessing.
crowd of tens of thousands to this beautiful city.”
He then bowed at the waist
pray for “our Bishop Emeritus
Before he closed his remarks, as silence settled over St. Peter’s
Benedict.”
Pope Francis asked the crowd Square.

Jesuit roots
Father John Fitzgibbons,
president of Regis University in
Denver, said he and his order
are “thrilled” that one from
their ranks now serves as the
bishop of Rome.
“The thrill comes about because it is so rare for a religious
order priest, especially a Jesuit,
to be made a bishop, let alone
the Holy Father,” Father
Fitzgibbons said. “Jesuits take a
vow not to receive any ecclesiastical honors or become bishops. Only the Holy Father can
dispense a Jesuit from that vow.
In the case of Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, S.J., now Pope Francis, that is exactly what Pope
John Paul II did.”
Like Akers, Father Fitzgibbons sees the pontiff as a reformer.
“I feel hopeful that the needs
of the Roman Curia for updating, streamlining, greater
transparency and accountability—in short, a kind of reform—can now be met,” he
said. “Pope Francis is not a Vatican insider, though he knows
how to work with the Curia.”
In addition to echoing Francis of Assisi, the new pope’s
embrace of simplicity also reflects his Jesuit formation, Father Fitzgibbons said.
“Clearly, Pope Francis has
been an advocate for the poor
and lives in solidarity with the
poor by his simple lifestyle,” he
said. “This comes directly out
of his Jesuit training and the Je-

suits’ long-standing ‘preferential option for the poor.’”

Continent of hope
As a native of Latin America,
Francis is the first pope to come
from what Blessed John Paul II
called “the continent of hope,”
said Mayé Agama, a consecrated
laywoman who serves as superior of the Marian Community of
Reconciliation in Denver and
editor of the archdiocese’s Spanish-language newspaper, El
Pueblo Católico.
“I think that with the election
of the first Latin-American
pope, God is telling us that the
world needs us; the world
needs our testimony, our gift of
self and our faith,” she said.
“We are a young Church, only
500 years old, which is not
much in comparison to the
Church in Europe. At the same
time, God has shown us that
we are ripe for the harvest,
ready to give, to be faithful to
our roots, to our faith, to our
Catholic identity, and to contribute generously to the whole
world.”
That message is huge for
Spanish-speaking faithful, who
comprise nearly half the
world’s 1.2 billion Catholics,
Agama said. And it’s a call to
conversion to Latinos who
have become lukewarm in
their faith, she said.
“I also think that when we
look at the overall Church, God
is inviting us all to live a time of
renewal, conversion and

greater fidelity in the Church,”
Agama said. “From the moment of his election, Pope
Francis has clearly shown this
to us. He has invited us to conversion and to evangelization.”

The new evangelization
The Catholic faith was taken
to Argentina by missionaries,
which was considered part of
the “new world,” Akers said.
“(Pope Francis) sees his work
as continuing the missionary
work of the Church, especially
the new evangelization called
for by the popes before him,”
Akers said, adding that the
pontiff’s zeal for evangelization
recalls St. Francis Xavier.
“He’s both the missionary
Francis and the reforming
Francis,” asserted Akers.
The “new world” today, Akers
said, is what Pope Benedict XVI
has called “the digital continent” comprised of the Internet, smart phones and social
media.
“That’s a whole new world
that also needs evangelization,” Akers said, happily noting that without delay Pope
Francis activated Twitter.

Compatriots
Argentine transplants to the
archdiocese were ecstatic when
they heard the new pontiff’s
name announced and realized it
was a fellow compatriot.
“Having an Argentine pope is
the greatest blessing and
biggest honor Argentina has

The pope blessed the
throng of people, saying, “I
give my blessing to you and all
people of good will in the
world.”
“I’m going to say goodbye
now, thank you so much for
your welcome.
“I say good night “because
tomorrow I want to go and
pray to Mary for her protection.”
A marching band playing
and the bells of St. Peter’s
ringing in the night followed
Pope Francis’ first words.
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, now
Pope Francis, was archbishop
of Buenos Aires. He is a Jesuit
and is 76. He is the first Latin
American pope and the first
Jesuit pope. In 2005, he received the second-most votes
in the conclave that elected
Pope Benedict.
He entered the Society of Jesus in 1958, and obtained a licentiate in philosophy. He was
ordained a priest in 1969, and
was a theology professor. He
was a provincial leader for the
society and a seminary rector.
Pope Francis will be inaugurated on March 19, the feast of
St. Joseph, at 9:30 a.m. in St.
Peter’s Square.

ever received!” said Cristina
Jeffords, who with her husband
Gary and three daughters worship at St. Mary Church in Littleton. “I hope Pope Francis
can be to Argentina what John
Paul II was to Poland.”
Patricia Nicolosi, who with
her husband Anthony and six
children belong to a Neocatechumenal Way community at St.
Thomas More Church in Centennial, was equally delighted.
“For me and for all people of
Argentina this election brings
some light and happiness to a
country in the middle of a spiritual, economic and moral crisis,” she said. “It brings hope
not just to Argentina but to all
Latin America.”

A different face

That the pontiff is the first
from the Americas points to a
desire of the Church to take advantage of the unique expression of faith in the Americas in
order to enrich the universal
Church, said Father Songy.
“Faith is, in essence, an incarnation of Christ in a person,” he
said. “The Church is rich in faith
when it has touched the lives of
people from many nations and
cultures. I believe Pope Francis’
style is already touching the lives
of many people, who see a different face representing the
Church.”

Roxanne King: 303-715-3215;
editor@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DCRegister
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Denver Catholics take to streets after papal election

RALLY FOR THE
POPE T-SHIRTS

Faithful cheer
downtown in
solidarity with
Pope Francis

Get your own “Habemus papam” (“We have a pope”) Tshirt through the Denver
Archdiocese. The back is decorated with the Vatican coat
of arms and the words “Tu es
Petrus” (“You are Peter”).

BY NISSA LAPOINT

All sizes available.

Denver Catholics expressed
elation for newly elected Pope
Francis with singsong and exuberant cheers, Vatican flags
and homemade signs near the
state Capitol last week.
“Viva il papa,” they chanted
in unison above the sound of
honking cars passing by during
the afternoon rush hour.
Some 100 jubilant Catholics
rallied at Lincoln Street and
East Colfax Avenue after the
pope was announced to the
world March 13 to show their
support for the reportedly
humble cardinal.
“The goal of it is to have a lot
of young people gathered to
say to the world that there are
many, many young people who
are excited for the pope and his
election, and we stand with
him,” said John O’Brien, who
hosted the gathering.
The event was the initiative
of Seth DeMoor, founder of the
website
OneBillionStories.
com. He mobilized Catholics
across the nation and world—
from Nashville, Tenn. and New
York City to Warsaw, Poland
and Manila, Philippines—to
witness to the pope in the public square.
Few of the youths gathered at
the rally knew of Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, formerly the
archbishop of Buenos Aires,
before his fifth-ballot selection
in Rome by 115 cardinals in the
Sistine Chapel.
The more Elias and Claudia
Moo of St. Rose of Lima Parish
in Denver, said they learned
about him, the more they discovered he was the right
choice.
“We were very excited,” Elias
Moo said. “The universality of
the Church is on display with
his election.”
The 76-year-old cardinal’s
quick election as the 266th
pope shocked many, as he is
the first pope from the Americ-

Cost: $10
Contact: 303-715-3230 or
email
dave.hazen@archden.org

PHOTOS BY ROBERT LINN

FAITHFUL pray at the Rally for the Pope March 13 at the Colorado Capitol in downtown Denver.
as, the first Jesuit and the first
named Francis—the name he
took after St. Francis of Assisi.
The Argentine pope is also
the third consecutive non-Italian after the Polish Blessed
John Paul II and German Pope
Emeritus Benedict.
The crowd welcomed him
with affirming signs such as
“Denver loves Pope Francis.”
Nicole Thomason stood with
her children at the rally who
held the sign, “Honk for Pope
Francis.”
She said her first reaction to
the news was, “Who is this cardinal?” After learning of the
cardinal’s preference to take
the bus, cook for himself and
visit the poor in slums, she became more excited.
“What struck me was his humility,” she said. “I got tearyeyed.”
Others showed solidarity
with the pope by donning
white T-shirts marked with the
Vatican coat of arms and the
Latin words, “Habemus papam,” meaning “We have a
pope.”
Between chanting, the group
prayed together for the pope’s
ministry.
J.D. Flynn, chancellor of the

A CROWD processes to the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception from the Capitol following a rally showing support for the election of Pope Francis March 13 at the Colorado
Capitol in downtown Denver.
Denver Archdiocese, read a
message to the crowd from
Archbishop Samuel Aquila.
“Praise God for the great gift

of our father in faith, His Holiness Pope Francis,” Flynn read
from the archbishop’s message.
“Thank all of you for being

here. Thank you for your witness. Dear brothers and sisters,
let us join Pope Francis in praying for the Church and praying
for Pope Benedict.”
They bowed their heads
while reciting the Our Father,
Hail Mary and Glory Be.
Joan Williamson-Kelly of
Immaculate
Conception
Parish in Lafayette came to
show her support for the
Church and pope who was “an
answer to prayers.
“I’m making a fool of myself
for Jesus here,” she said about
joining the gathering.
The rally processed from the
Capitol to the nearby Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception for a Mass of
Thanksgiving.
Parish Pastor Msgr. Thomas
Fryar read a message from the
archbishop who asked the
faithful to join him in giving
thanks to God for the pope and
to pray for his ministry.
“What he will teach, what
he will say, what he will show
has yet to be seen,” Msgr. Fryar said. “But what we do
know is God is good in all
ways and has good things in
store for his Church.”
He told mass-goers that
they’ll often hear people say
the Church has lost relevance
and its place in society, yet the
world stopped to watch and listen to the events at the Vatican.
“Don’t believe it when they
say (the Church) plays no role,”
he said.
He ended by asking the
crowd to pray for Pope Francis
and their solidarity with him.
“Your presence here today
says you know there is good
news,” Msgr. Fryar said. “We
have a pope!”

Pope tells Argentinians to help poor instead of coming to Rome
BY ESTEFANIA AGUIRRE

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—Pope Francis told the
apostolic nuncio to Argentina
to ask his countrymen not to
travel to Italy for the ceremony
that will begin his pontificate.
“Tell the bishops and the
faithful to make an offering and
an act of solidarity to the poor
with the money instead,” said
the Vatican’s press office direc-

tor, Father Federico Lombardi.
Father Lombardi spoke
March 15 with the nuncio,
Archbishop Emil Paul Tscherrig, who confirmed that Pope
Francis had telephoned him on
the night of his election.
“But those who know him
find this very normal, since it is
his style,” said Father Lombardi
at the Vatican’s media center.
“I don’t think he forbade it,
he just said it wasn’t necessary

for people to come to his installation Mass,” he added.
Archbishop Tscherrig also
told the Vatican’s press office
director that people in Buenos
Aires “are breathing a big atmosphere of joy and of prayer.
“He said a lot of people are
going to church and that in the
parish where Pope Francis normally offers Mass, the parish
priest told the nuncio that he
spent the whole day confess-

ing, including many people
who haven’t been to confession
in 15 or so years,” said Father
Lombardi.
“It’s a beautiful moment of
grace, of a lot of joy and of a lot
of spiritual vitality for the
Church now in Argentina,” he
remarked.
Father Lombardi, who like
Pope Francis belongs to the religious order of the Society of
Jesus, also added that he thinks

the pope will be dispensed
from one of the order’s four
vows.
The Jesuits vow to live lives of
poverty, charity, obedience,
and specifically obedience to
the pope with regard to mission work.
“Evidently he doesn’t have a
pope to obey, so I think the
election of Pope Francis dispenses him from this vow,” he
said.
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Deacons
From Page 2
choosing between all the women of the
world and none; society with its glitter
and glamour would like you to believe
that but really I am given to only one.
And I am going to be given to only one
as well; I am donating myself, just in a
different way. Vocations are calls to express love in the world. I am choosing to
give and receive my love in the priesthood. No one ever asked Mother Teresa
why she wasn’t married. Her love was
given. I hope to try and do the same.
Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?
A: Ready or not here we come. I am
excited to go wherever the Lord via the
bishop sends me. At the heart of the diaconate is the image of Christ the Servant, who came to serve and not to be
served. So long as I can model myself after his likeness, I will know that I am doing what the Lord would want.
Name: Jason Frederick
Wunsch
Birthdate: Oct. 28,
1977
Born and reared: Boulder
Seminary: St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary

Q: Describe your educational and
professional background before entering formation.
A: I received two bachelor’s degrees
from the University of Colorado, Boulder: one in Spanish language and literature and the other in history (European
concentration).
Q: What first interested you in the
priesthood?
A: Having become Catholic at the
age of 20, I lacked any childhood experience with the priesthood. However,
having a loving father myself, it was
easy to believe the reality that God
could be a loving Father and to recognize in the good priests I met while
discerning becoming Catholic and
once I actually became Catholic, the

need and blessing
spiritual fathers.

of

having

Q: What are you most looking forward to about the priesthood?
A: Of course, as a priest, I believe I
would be called to embrace with equanimity and generosity every part of the
priest’s life. That said, being human, I
can’t help but look forward in a particular way to being able to show forth
Christ’s mercy in the sacrament of confession and with those who are most
spiritually and physically suffering.

Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: A priest is called to live a life of
complete self-gift, and I am still very
selfish.

Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: As a good Boulderite, I thoroughly
enjoy running.

Q: Is there a particular talent or gift
you feel you bring to the Church as a
whole?
A: I am a “gringo” who speaks decent
Spanish and who loves Spanish and
Latino culture.

Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy
is seen as radical, if not impossible.
How have you reconciled the priesthood’s call to celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: The one clear way that I have come
to see the call to celibacy as possible is
first to admit that it is radical. Every human person should have a strong “call” to
marriage. It is possible only by another,
stronger, divine call. However, this call is
one of love, of great love, and therefore
fulfills the deepest desires of the human
heart, which deeply rejoices in being able
to offer God the sacrifice of giving up the
great good of marriage for the sake of
deep intimacy with him and through
him, in a profound way, with others.

Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?
A: I feel the immense weight of being
called to such a great service to Christ
and his Church. Nevertheless, I am honored and thrilled to be called to this
service.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Warli de Araujo Castro, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective March 16, 2013, and assigned deacon, St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnstown, and St.
Nicholas Parish, Platteville, Colo., effective May 20, 2013, until May 2014.
Deacon Anibal Chicas, assigned deacon, St. James Parish, Denver, Colo., effective March 16,
2013, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon Joseph Doman granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective
March 16, 2013, and assigned for further studies in Spanish in Mexico, May 20, 2013, until
June 29, 2013. Then assigned deacon, St. Mary Parish, Breckenridge, and its quasi-parish, Our
Lady of Peace, Silverthorne, Colo., effective August 2013, until May 2014.
Deacon Nathan Goebel, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective
March 16, 2013, and assigned deacon, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Collins, Colo., effective May 20, 2013, until May 2014.
Deacon Brian Hess, Diocese of Cheyenne, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of
Denver, effective March 16, 2013, and assigned deacon, St. Augustine Parish, Brighton, Colo.,
effective May 20, 2013, until May 2014.
Deacon Brother John Ignatius, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and
assigned deacon, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Denver, Colo., effective March 16, 2013, until
May 18, 2013.
Deacon Brother Paul Kostka, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and assigned deacon, Risen Christ Parish, Denver, Colo., effective March 16, 2013, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon Jason Wunsch, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective
March 16, 2013, and assigned deacon, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver, Colo., effective May 20, 2013, until May 2014.

SPECIAL SECTION
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CLAUDE TRUJILLO JR., current Colorado Master of the fourth
degree, knights a third-degree member into the fourth degree.
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Ultrasound machines
help women make
choices for life

Knights’ time, talent,
treasure shine in
Colorado

Roger that: Knights forge
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Pope Francis could renew
Catholicism in Americas,
says Knights’ chief
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Ultrasound machines help women make choices for life
BY MIKE BEIRIGER

The sophistication of today’s
medical technology provides a
“window on the womb,” said
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson.
“Even from the early stages
of pregnancy," Anderson said,
"a mother can see her developing child, hear the baby’s heartbeat, and recognize the miracle
of the new life within her.”
Reports indicate that up to
90 percent of women considering an abortion choose to have
their baby after seeing an ultrasound image. To help women
make choices for life, the Colorado Knights partnered with
the Knights Supreme Council
and have placed seven ultrasound machines in Colorado
crisis pregnancy centers, the
last three of which were placed
during the past six months.
Lighthouse Women’s Center
in Denver, operated under the
direction of Catholic Charities,
opened last October and is
strategically located in close
proximity to the Planned Parenthood Rocky Mountain Region facility, the second largest
Planned Parenthood facility in
the nation. Many Lighthouse
Women’s Center clients enter
while on the way to or after
having visited Planned Parenthood.
“We have seen miracles take
place as abortion-minded

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila blesses the ultrasound machine Sept. 12, 2012, at Lighthouse
Women’s Center, 3894 Olive St. in Denver. The ultrasound machine was made possible by the
Knights of Columbus.
women embrace their unborn
child and choose life after seeing their baby’s image through
ultrasound,” said Paula Suhr,
Lighthouse’s nurse manager. “It
is an incredible blessing for us
to witness.”
Suhr related the experience
of a pregnant young girl and
her mother who arrived talking
about an abortion. During the

ultrasound, the baby “hiccupped.” Immediately, the
mother and daughter began relating to the unborn child and
started talking about the baby’s
future life and the things the
child would do. With tears,
both the mother and her expectant daughter fully embraced the new life carried by
the young girl.

“Having the use of ultrasound is wonderful,” Suhr said.
“We are so thankful to the
Knights for making this gift
possible.”
Funding for a portable ultrasound machine has been provided to Real Choices Pregnancy Care Center in Lafayette
through the Knights ultrasound initiative program. Real

Knights’ time, talent, treasure shine in Colorado
BY JULIE FILBY

In the past year, Knights of
Columbus in Colorado have
donated what equates to
more than $3.8 million in time
and treasure to further the organization’s mission to assist
the Church and the community.
“Colorado disbursed $1.8
million over the last year from
the councils, state and individuals averaging $111.52 per
member,” according to Roger
Muller, state deputy of the
men’s fraternal order. “Additionally they have provided
201,313 hours of service at $10
per hour (which) equates to
$2,013,130.”
The Knights have seen a
membership increase of 67
percent statewide since 2000,
and currently have a membership of 16,821. Muller attributes the growth to active recruitment, including an initiative started this year called
“Power of One.”
“The idea is to have every
council in the state recruit
one member, every month,”
he said. “Recruiting just one
person, you see the impact

that one person can have jurisdictions, 11 countries and
when they inject their ideas.”
five military councils making
New councils were estab- up the Supreme Council, the
lished at St. Joseph Polish local council from St. Joan of
Church in Denver and just last Arc Church in Arvada was recweek, he sent the paperwork ognized for their pro-life work
for a new assembly in Rye, east with a fifth-place plaque at last
of Pueblo. Both counyear’s Supreme Concils, operating out of
vention.
relatively
small
Colorado Knights
parishes, are very accontinued efforts in
tive and men are
the ultrasound projoining in high pergram started by the
centages.
Supreme
Council
One priority for
four
years
ago.
2012 for councils na- KNIGHTS State Through this protionwide, as it was a
gram, the Supreme
Deputy Roger
presidential election
Council
purchases
Muller
year, was voter regisexpensive ultrasound
tration.
machines at cost, which in turn
“We tried to get people out to are purchased by state and
vote,” Muller said. “Not for a council Knights, and donated
specific candidate, but to vote to pregnancy centers. The centheir (Catholic formed) con- ters must meet requirements
science.”
set by the Supreme Council
Knights organized voter reg- and be in line with Catholic
istration drives and provided teaching.
transportation to polls for
“Three years ago we placed
those unable to drive.
our first machine,” Muller said.
“In the last two years, we’ve
placed numbers six and sevPro-life work
Pro-life ministries remained en.”
One was placed in Lafayette
a priority for the Knights, as
they have been historically, ac- and one in Steamboat Springs.
cording to Muller. Out of the 73 An additional machine was do-

nated to Denver’s Lighthouse
Women’s Center last September. While the machine costs
vary, they encourage centers
use to 3D or 4D models that
run about $25,000.
The state Knights also donated $22,000 to Special Olympics,
an organization they have supported for many years.

Serving youth
Several councils collected
coats, hats, blankets and other
cold weather gear for Coats for
Kids. Recipients included children on Indian reservations,
more than 400 coats were given
to needy children in Summit
County, and many coats were
collected for their own parishes
and Catholic schools.
The Knights participated in
the school lunch program last
summer, serving students at
Denver’s Annunciation School.
Next summer they hope to add
more schools in Denver, Colorado Springs and Pueblo.
Two college scholarships to
Catholic universities were
awarded to Colorado students
by the Knights’ Supreme Council, and two area teens were
recognized as winners in the

Choices also operates a second
clinic in Boulder located in
close proximity to a Planned
Parenthood facility and next to
the University of Colorado
campus. This pro-life pregnancy center is critical in serving
the university students who
find themselves in a crisis pregnancy situation.
The portable ultrasound machine will be used at both the
Lafayette and Boulder locations.
The Knights Immaculate
Conception
Council
in
Lafayette spearheaded successful fundraising for this ultrasound machine with a short
presentation after one weekend’s liturgies.
“I was completely blown
away with the overwhelming
generosity of the parishioners
to this pro-life appeal,” said
Knight Gerry Albright, the
fundraising chairman. “God is
so good!”
The seventh ultrasound
machine funded by the Colorado Knights serves the
Steamboat Springs Pregnancy
Resource Center. This machine is invaluable in serving
abortion vulnerable women
in the northwest part of Colorado. This is significant due
to the vast geographic area it
will serve and the itinerate nature of ski industry employees, many of whom are young
women.

DID YOU KNOW?
Knights of Columbus have college councils. There is one in
Colorado: Our Lady of the
Skies Council 8200 at the U.S.
Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. Former Grand Knight
Cadet Julian Gluck, who graduated last May and is now a second lieutenant, received the
2012 Outstanding Cadet in Citizenship from the academy.
Colorado Knights hope to start
additional college councils,
possibly at Colorado State University or University of Northern Colorado, according to
state deputy Roger Muller.

national youth essay contest.
“That’s a real feather in our
cap,” Muller said.
The next state convention for
the Colorado Knights is scheduled for April 25-28 at the Embassy Suites in Loveland. For
more
information
visit
www.coloradokofc.org or contact convention chairman Paul
Patricca at paulpatricca@com
cast.net or 303-933-8479.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Roger that: Knights forge assembly to serve fellow comrades
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The compatibility of the military’s core values and those of
the Knights of Columbus made
forming a new assembly for
Knights in Colorado an easy alliance.
On Feb. 23, the Knights of
Columbus installed their officers
and celebrated their new Major
Chaplain Charles Watters Assembly 3370 in Colorado Springs,
making them a part of the only
fourth-degree military assembly
in North America and the second
one formed in the world.
“It’s important to me to be a
part of the assembly because
there is, in my view, a natural synergy between the Catholic
Church and the military,” said Jay
Doherty, a Knight of St. Michael
the Archangel Parish at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. “Embodies
the principles of the order.”
He and the other 30-some
members of the new assembly—made of military members
from the Knights of Columbus’
fourth-degree councils within
the Air Force Academy and the
Fort Carson and Peterson Air
Force Base councils—formed it
as a way to more directly serve
the needs of fellow comrades.
“This military assembly provides us a unique opportunity as
active duty military, reserved
and retired to work on projects
that connect us with the military,” Doherty said. “We want to
be able to take care of the
Knights and families of the vet-

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE NEW officers of the Knights of Columbus’ Major Chaplain Charles Watters 3370 military assembly pose for a photo after their installation and banquet dinner February in Colorado Springs.
The fourth-degree Knights formed the first military assembly in North America.
erans and those that serve our
nation in a more direct way.”
The fresh assembly is starting
work to launch such projects—
one is to help promote a
fundraiser to purchase hats for
military men and women stationed in cold regions overseas.
This includes sending them prepaid phone cards to enable
them to call family and friends.
The assembly is also joining a
worldwide effort to increase vo-

cations in the military.
Every Knight council is
charged with creating a scholarship fund in conjunction with
the Archdiocese for the Military
Services USA.
“That scholarship fund is to
help Archbishop (Timothy)
Broglio help grow priests for the
military archdiocese,” he said.
All jurisdictions of councils,
including those in Colorado, are
asked to donate $4,000 for the

Military Chaplain Scholarship
fund that helps educate seminarians preparing to become a
chaplain in the armed forces.
“This will help the archbishop
achieve his goal of solving the
vocation crisis we have in the
military,” Doherty said.
According to the archdiocese,
$1 million in scholarship money
will be distributed over a period
of five years at a rate of $200,000
per year. These funds help pro-

duce a new generation of muchneeded Catholic chaplains to
minister to military personnel
and their families.
Doherty and other members
feel a connection between the
core values of the military—integrity, service and excellence—
with the values of the Knights—
charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.
“Those values when you think
about it are really similar,” said
Doherty, who is retired from the
Air Force.
The assembly chose their
name after Maj. Chaplain
Charles Watters, who was
posthumously awarded the
Medal of Honor for rescuing
men during the Vietnam War.
“It was important for us to
have as our namesake for this
assembly someone who’s military and someone who’s a chaplain, and Maj. Chaplain Watters
fulfilled that requirement,” he
said.
The assembly looks forward
to having another way to serve
fellow military and live by the
core value of patriotism.
“The Knights of Columbus do
a tremendous job at all levels of
serving the military and their
families,” Doherty said.
Creating an assembly, he said,
“was the right thing to and it was
also an important thing to do.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

Nearly 1,000 winter coats provided to children and adults in need
BY STEPHEN SWEENEY

Many families with young
children continue to struggle in
these challenging economic
times. The Knights of Columbus
helped by providing warm winter coats to children in their
communities through the order’s Coats for Kids program.
Since 2009, the Knights of
Columbus has distributed more
than 70,000 coats to kids
throughout the United States
and Canada. Six councils in Colorado have reported participation in Coats for Kids this winter.
Each case of high-quality coats
contains either boys or girls
coats, both of which come in a
variety of sizes, styles and colors.
Of the councils in Colorado that
participated, 981 coats were distributed to more than 700 families.
Two councils in Denver and
Littleton joined forces to purchase 48 coats. They were distributed to students at Annunciation School in Denver.
“I was very happy to see the
smiles on the faces of the kids
and hear the excitement in their
voices,” said Knight Eddie
Mendez, chairman of Denver

PHOTO PROVIDED

KNIGHTS pose with Coats for Kids recipients at Annunciation School in Denver.
Council 539’s Coats for Kids program. “One comment really
stood out; as one of the kids
looked at the social worker, they
said, ‘Do we get to keep these?’

“I am looking forward to making this an annual event to help
out more children.”
Coats for Kids became a community-wide project in Frisco by

advertising for donations and
partnering with local schools
and resource centers. The advertising efforts via television, radio,
newspapers and word of mouth

enabled the Knights to purchase
408 coats. They were distributed
throughout Summit County at
four different locations.
Similar to the project in
Frisco, a council in Centennial
worked with their parish to
combine purchased and donated coats from a parish drive.
Their efforts produced 108
coats, as well as hats, gloves,
blankets, boots and infant wear.
All of these were delivered to
families in Shiprock, N.M., and
the Lakota Reservation in Pine
Ridge, S.D.
In Colorado Springs a council
wanted to focus on adults as
well as children. They purchased
two cases of coats for children
from the Supreme Council’s
program and 17 for the adults
from a local store. After collecting all the supplies, all were donated to Catholic Charities of
Central Colorado’s Marian
House for distribution.
Another Colorado Springs
council purchased 24 jackets
and charged one of the women
connected to the council with
finding a need. Her list exceeded
the 24 coats provided, so the
council plans to increase the
project next year.
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Pope Francis could renew Catholicism in Americas, says Knights’ chief
BY ALAN HOLDREN

ROME
(CNA/EWTN
News)—Just as Pope John
Paul II influenced many in
Poland, the rise of an Argentine to the papacy is set to
dramatically change the lives
of many Christians, according
to the head of the Knights of
Columbus.
“I think it offers the same
kind of a potential for a great
renewal of Catholicism and
Christianity all throughout
the Western Hemisphere,”
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said March 15.
Just two days prior, the 76year-old head of the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires, Cardinal
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, was
elected pope. A humble man

by all accounts, the Jesuit
Since 1881, Anderson’s
priest took the name Francis Knights have made it their
after the famous 13th-century mission to offer assistance to
saint of Assisi.
people throughout the AmeriAnderson
comcas and abroad acpared the recent eleccording to their
tion to Blessed John
founding principles
Paul II’s election in
of charity, unity and
1978 that brought
fraternity.
Their
hope to Eastern Eupresence is felt
ropeans in the midst
throughout
the
of the Cold War.
United States, Mexi“Thirty-five years POPE FRANCIS co
and
the
later now,” he told the
Caribbean and even
Catholic News Agency, “we overseas through their 1.8
have a pope coming from Latin million members.
America, from the Americas,
They have also been promiand I’m sure in the United nent in promoting Blessed
States so many millions of His- John Paul II’s idea of uniting
panic Catholics are looking North and South as “a single
now to Pope Francis as some- entity with a Christian herone who will really change itage and a Christian future,”
their lives for the better, too.”
as Anderson put it.

The Knights are enthused and into the entire Western
that this concept is well en- Hemisphere, that we can begrained in the experience of gin to do the work, not just
the Buenos Aires-born pope.
speak about the potential but
“Pope
Francis
begin the actualizaspeaks directly to
tion of the potenthat, is a product of
tial.”
that,” said AnderFor the Knights,
son. “His entire minsaid the Supreme
istry has been that
Knight, “it’s going to
and so we’re going to
be a very important
be strongly united
pontificate.”
with him in moving
As for their specifCARL
this forward.”
ic work at this point,
ANDERSON
Their work of bethe concluded, “we
ter uniting members of the need to take our part and coCatholic Church in the Ameri- operate with so many others
cas has been given a major in the Church’s reality, build
boost with the election of a the Church like the Lord said
Latin American pope.
to Francis and I think we’re
“I think the next step will be going to see him say the same
to bring this reflection more thing to Pope Francis.”
closely into North America

Knights to celebrate past successes, plan for future at State Convention

BY STEPHEN SWEENEY

The highly anticipated 111th
Knights of Columbus State
Convention is quickly approaching. With activities for
youth Squires, the Ladies Auxiliary and Knights, the convention offers something for every
family member as the order reflects on the past and prepares
for the future.
The Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic family fraternal serv-

ice organization. Worldwide,
the Knights boast 1.8 million
members. In Colorado, some
16,800 men belong to the order. Annually, the Colorado
State Council holds a convention for the transaction of business.
The 2013 convention will be
held at the Embassy Suites in
Loveland on April 25-28.
Sacramental opportunities
include three Masses over the
course of the convention, one

of which will be celebrated by
Pueblo Bishop Fernando Isern;
reconciliation will be available
throughout; an Adoration
Chapel will be available during
regular hours; and a rosary
service will conclude the weekend on Sunday morning.
Members of the visible arm of
the Knights, the fourth degree
of the order, will be present in
regalia at many of these liturgies.
There will be reports on last

year’s successes, training opportunities for members and
officers, a memorial to members who died, a clergy appreciation dinner and an address
from
Supreme
Director
Thomas M. Wegener,of the
Supreme Council. There will also be an awards ceremony.
The convention is also the
time of year for election of new
state officers. All convention attendees will leave knowing the
new state deputy, secretary,

treasurer, advocate and warden.
The convention will also host
a First Degree Exemplification.
This event affords a chance for
recruits to become members of
the order. Membership in the
Knights of Columbus is open to
Catholic men who have
reached the age of 18.
For more information about
the convention or to register,
contact Paul Patricca at 303933-8479 or at paulpatricca@
comcast.net.

Poll finds that vast majorities say Benedict XVI changed Church for better

Just a week after his retirement took effect Feb. 28, a new
Knights of Columbus-Marist
poll found that American
Catholics give high marks to
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.
More than three quarters of
Catholics (77 percent) and
more than 8 in 10 practicing
Catholics (82 percent) have a
“very positive” or “positive”
impression of Pope Benedict
XVI’s years as pope.
American Catholics have
very positive views on Pope
Emeritus Benedict’s impact
on their lives, the direction of
the Church, and the moral direction of the world.
Nearly 7 in 10 Catholics (68
percent) and more than three
quarters
of
practicing
Catholics (77 percent) say
Benedict had a “very positive”
or “positive” impact on their
life. Only 13 percent of
Catholics and 12 percent of
practicing Catholics saw a
negative impact.
Additionally, 70 percent of
Catholics and 75 percent of
practicing Catholics believe
he had a “very positive” or
“positive” impact on the direction of the Catholic
Church. Only about two in 10
said his impact was negative
or very negative (21 and 19

PHOTO BY STEPHEN DRISCOLL/CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

POPE BENEDICT XVI stands to show his thanks after a standing ovation during his final general
audience, Feb. 27.
than a quarter (23 and 22 per- Catholics (67 and 66 percent
percent respectively).
About two thirds of cent respectively) disagreed respectively), said they “liked
Catholics (65 percent) and and saw his impact as “nega- the idea” of the pope using
Twitter to communicate. Only
about 7 in 10 practicing tive” or “very negative.”
Benedict’s use of Twitter a quarter of each group disCatholics (69 percent) said he
had a “very positive” or “posi- was also very popular among agreed (25 percent for
tive” impact on the moral di- Catholics. Two-thirds of Catholics and practicing
rection of the world. Fewer Catholics and practicing Catholics).

Overall, nearly 7 in 10
Catholics (69 percent) and
three quarters of practicing
Catholics (75 percent) have a
“very favorable” or “favorable”
view of Benedict XVI. By contrast, only 16 percent of
Catholics (and 14 percent of
practicing Catholics) have an
“unfavorable” view.
“The data indicates clearly
that American Catholics have
a deep respect for Benedict
XVI and a great appreciation
for his pontificate,” said
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. “That so many felt he had
a positive impact on their
lives, their Church and their
world speaks volumes to the
good that he was able to do as
pope.”
The findings came just days
after the cardinals—gathered
in Rome to elect the new
pope—sent Benedict their
“gratitude” for his “Petrine
ministry” and “example of
generous pastoral care for the
good of the Church and of the
world.”
The national survey of 2,000
American adults, including
515 Catholics was conducted
from March 2-5. The margin
of error is plus or minus 4.3
percentage points.
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INTERRELIGIOUS COLUMN

BEN AKERS

Points the Church teaches
about Islam
The column below aims to briefly outline what the Catholic Church teaches
about Islam.
A Muslim is a follower of the religion Islam. Islam means “submission” and the
word “Muslim” means “one who submits.” Muslims try to live in submission to
the divine will of Allah, the Muslim name for God. The religion was founded by
Muhammad, who died in the seventh century, and who is revered by Muslims to
be the final prophet of God.

Vatican II documents
In this Year of Faith celebrating the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the
Second Vatican Council we have been encouraged to consult its documents to
answer questions related to the faith. It is there that we find two important references to Muslims. The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (“Lumen Gentium,”
1964), paragraph 16 states: “But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator, in the first place amongst whom are the Muslims: these
profess to hold the faith of Abraham, and together with us they adore the one,
merciful God, mankind’s judge on the last day” (quoted by the Catechism of the
Catholic Church No. 841). The other reference to Muslims is found in paragraph
3 of the Declaration on the Relations of the Church to Non-Christian Religions
(“Nostra Aetate,” 1965):
The Church has also a high regard for the Muslims. They worship God, who is
one, living and subsistent, merciful and almighty, the Creator of heaven and
earth, who has also spoken to men. They strive to submit themselves without reserve to the bidden decrees of God, just as Abraham submitted himself to God’s
plan, to whose faith Muslims eagerly link their own. Although not acknowledging
him as God, they worship Jesus as a prophet, his virgin Mother they also honor,
and even at times devoutly invoke. Further, they await the day of judgment and
the reward of God following the resurrection of the dead. For this reason they
highly esteem an upright life and worship God, especially by way of prayer, almsdeeds and fasting. Over the centuries many quarrels and dissensions have arisen
between Christians and Muslims. The sacred council now pleads with all to forget the past, and urges that a sincere effort be made to achieve mutual understanding; for the benefit of all men, let them together preserve and promote
peace, liberty, social justice and moral values.

Dialogue
It was important for those participating in the Second Vatican Council that the
Church engage the world through dialogue, including Muslims and other members of non-Christian religions. As part of this initiative, Pope Paul VI began a new
office in the Roman Curia for this very purpose, which is now known by the name
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. The goals of this interreligious
council are: “1) to promote mutual understanding, respect and collaboration between Catholics and the followers of other religious traditions; 2) to encourage the
study of religions; 3) to promote the formation of persons dedicated to dialogue.”
The dialogue that takes place between the Catholic Church and other religions
is a two-way communication whose aim is to gain mutual understanding of one
other. Just as in everyday life a connection is made between people by conversing
about what is shared in common, so also this is a good tactic in beginning interreligious dialogue. From the starting point of mutually held beliefs, the discussion then continues on to what distinguishes one religion from another—even if
the differences are great. Interreligious dialogue is most effective when both interlocutors know their own faith well so they can give a positive witness of their
beliefs to the other.
The number of adherents to other non-Christian religious, especially Islam, is
increasing constantly worldwide. This reality makes the Church’s responsibility
toward interreligious dialogue all the more essential. In October 2012, a synod of
bishops met to discuss the topic of the new evangelization. One of the final
propositions from that synod situated the task of interreligious dialogue within
the context of the new evangelization and presented it as a duty incumbent upon
all Christians: “The dialogue with all believers is a part of the new evangelization.
In particular, the Church invites Christians to persevere and to intensify their relations with Muslims according to the teaching of the declaration ‘Nostra Aetate.’
Despite difficulties, this dialogue must continue” (53).
This important undertaking will also be a significant concern for Pope Francis,
elected last week. Many news agencies have reported that interreligious dialogue
was one of the topics discussed by the cardinals in preparation for the recent
conclave.
For more resources on Islam, Muslims in America, and Catholic-Muslim relations consult the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops website dedicated to this
subject: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-interreligious/interreligious/islam/.
Ben Akers is director of the Denver Archdiocese’s Biblical and Catechetical schools.
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Mullen Home ‘conclave’ elects first pope from North America

BY SISTER JOSEPH HOBIN,
L.S.P.

What really goes on at a conclave? How does it feel to vote
for a pope?
To enrich and teach the
Catholic faith in this Year of
Faith and make the conclave
come alive for the Mullen
Home community, the Little
Sisters of the Poor held a mock
conclave at the home last
week.

To start the process, the
home led a discussion group
with residents and employees
about the conclave and the history of the Church.
“What was the shortest conclave?” asked one employee.
“The one where Our Lord
said to St. Peter, ‘You are Peter
and upon this rock, I will build
my Church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against
it!’” I responded.
Through the Youth 2000

website www.adoptacardinal.org, residents, Little Sisters and employees received
the name of a cardinal to pray
for during the papal election.
At the same time, at the front
door, a PowerPoint presentation was displayed where
each cardinal elector was
shown, with his photo and
some details of his life, which
helped everyone to get to
know the cardinals better.
Many were surprised at the
number of cardinals from
Italy and at the international
mix of the college.
On the afternoon of March
11, all were invited to the
chapel (infirm residents were
able to watch from their rooms
on close circuit TV) to pray to
the Holy Spirit for guidance for
the cardinal electors that a
pope would be chosen according to the will of God. The
prayer included passages from
Scripture on the importance of
St. Peter in our lives today.
Then, singing “Come Holy
Ghost,” they went in procession to the auditorium for the

PHOTO PROVIDED

MULLEN Home resident Father Jan Mucha, former longtime pastor of St. Joseph
Church in Denver, votes in the
“conclave” the home held for
its community March 11.
election of the “new pope.” The
stage had a copy of Michelangelo’s fresco of “The Last Judgment” and in front of it was an
“altar” where the urn was
placed to receive the ballots.

The oath of secrecy was taken by a “cardinal” (Mullen
Home chaplain, Father Timothy Kremen, O.M.I.) for all in
attendance. Unlike at the Vatican, everyone was invited to
witness the “election of the
pope” although once the words
of the guard, “Extra Omnes,”
were spoken and the doors
closed, no one else was allowed
in or out.
Resident Katherine Lesley
was impressed by the reality of
the proceedings.
“So this is what the cardinals
are doing in Rome, is it? How
exciting!”
Scrutinizers examined the
ballots, counted and read them
while the camerlengo (aka
Mother Cornelia) recorded the
results. The room was quiet;
everyone was captivated by
what they were watching. On
the first ballot, there were 36
votes and the highest was Cardinal Timothy Dolan with 10
votes, Cardinal Sean O’Malley
with four, Cardinal Christoph
Schönborn with four, Cardinal
Manuel DeCastro with two,
Cardinal Mauro Piacenza with
two, Cardinal Raymond Burke
with two and so on. We needed
another vote. Finally, Cardinal
Dolan received the necessary
two-thirds majority with 22
votes and the words “Habemus
papam!” were pronounced to
the joy of everyone present.
The white smoke of the burned
ballots told everyone of the
news and we sang “Holy God,
We Praise Thy Name.”
Volunteer Sandy Hoffmann,
expressed the sentiments of
many when she said, “I just
loved it!
“Seeing all those eyes dancing with hope and expectations—it was simply great,” she
said. “Viva il papa to be!”
Sister Joseph Hobin is a Little
Sister of the Poor ministering at
Mullen Home in northwest
Denver.
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How to make hospital visits positive
BY LISA PETSCHE

Chances are good that a senior you
care about will, at some point, require
hospitalization, especially if he or she has
chronic health conditions.
The following are some suggestions to
help ensure a positive visit for both of you.

Some ideas for cheering a patient:
bring children’s artwork, decorative window clings or a special food treat.
If the person’s finances are limited,
arrange to pay for telephone or TV service. If they are expected to be hospitalized
for a while, you may wish to pool resources with relatives or friends.

Before you go

What not to bring

Call ahead to the patient or their next of
kin to find out if visits are welcomed, and
if so, the best time of day to come. Also
ask if there is anything you can bring.
If you are not an immediate family
member or close friend, reconsider visiting unless the patient has few local supports. Instead, send a card or email (some
hospitals offer the latter option on their
website) and plan a visit when the person
returns home.
Before arranging for any kind of getwell gift, find out the hospital’s policy
around balloons and flowers and take into account space limitations in the patient’s room. It’s best to hold off on plants,
balloon bouquets and gift baskets
until they are discharged home.
Before planning to bring in food or
beverages, find out if any dietary restrictions have been implemented.
Postpone your visit if you are not feeling well. Telephone instead.

For security reasons, don’t bring the
patient anything of value. Discourage
them from keeping identification, jewelry, electronics or more than a few dollars
on hand.
Don’t bring in prescription drugs, overthe-counter medications or herbal remedies. Interactions with medications the
hospital physician has prescribed could
prove harmful. The same goes for alcohol.
Don’t wear perfume or cologne or
bring the patient heavily scented toiletries. Many healthcare facilities are now
designated “fragrance-free” environments due to staff and patient allergies.

What to bring
If you feel the need to bring something,
keep it simple and practical. Ideas include reading material, a note book and
pen, a box of facial tissue, hand sanitizer
for the bedside and ear plugs, especially if
the person is a light sleeper.

Visiting tips
Find out what the visiting hours are
and stick to them.
Clean your hands when you enter
and leave the hospital, and also before
and after visiting in the patient’s room.
It’s important for everyone’s sake to prevent the spread of disease-causing microorganisms.
Watch for signs regarding the use of cell
phones. Typically they must be turned off
in clinical areas. In permissible locations,
set your phone to vibrate mode and exercise discretion when conversing about
sensitive matters.

If the patient is in isolation—indicated
by a sign on or beside their door—go to
the nurses’ station to inquire
whether they can have visitors and if so,
what precautions to take. You may need
to don gloves, a gown and a mask. Although it may be inconvenient, it’s important to follow all instructions.
If you are not the patient’s next of kin,
don’t request medical information from
staff or get involved in care issues. If you
are one of several immediate family
members, keep in mind that patients are
asked to appoint one contact person in
order to streamline communication. This
is who you should speak to if you would
like more information than the patient is
able to provide. If family dynamics are
challenging or the person’s situation is
complicated, a family meeting can be organized with the healthcare team.

Limit visitors to a few at a time. Speak
softly in the room and hallways so you
don’t disturb patients who are resting.
Exercise good judgment when it comes
to bringing children, and ensure adult
supervision at all times.
If the patient is safely able to walk or
transfer into a wheelchair, visit outside
the room—perhaps in the visitors’
lounge on the ward or in the main floor
lobby or coffee shop.
Be prepared that a healthcare professional may ask you to leave the patient’s
room in order to provide care or conduct an assessment or test.
Keep the visit short if the person is
low on energy.
Ensure before you leave that the patient’s call bell, telephone, bedside
table and any mobility aids are within
reach.
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Pope Francis cracks two jokes in first Angelus, Pope Francis
to cardinals:
winning more hearts among the faithful

BY ESTEFANIA AGUIRRE

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—The new pope’s spontaneity was revealed again
March 17 when he cracked two
jokes after his very first Angelus
prayer in front of thousands.
On a more serious note, he
asked people to never get
tired of asking God for forgiveness.
“Don’t forget this, the Lord
never gets tired of forgiving, it
is we that get tired of asking
forgiveness,” said Pope Francis at St. Peter’s Square.
“Let us not hear or condone
words of contempt, but only
words of love and mercy that
invite us to conversion,” he
told the crowd.
The new pope said that the
face of God is like that of a
merciful father that always
has patience and is always
willing to forgive us.
“Have you thought about
how much patience he has
with you?” he asked.
Pope Francis told how he recently read a book by Cardinal
Walter Kasper on mercy.
“That book has done me so
much good, but don’t think
I’m trying to make publicity of
my cardinals!” he joked. “It’s

PHOTO BY MARTA JIMÉNEZ IBÁÑEZ/CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

POSTERS welcoming Pope Francis are spreading across Rome
as the city prepares for the newly elected Pope Francis’ inauguration on March 19.
not like that!
“It’s done me so much good
because he says that mercy
changes
everything,
it
changes the world making it
less cold and more fair,” said
Pope Francis.
He explained that the
prophet Isaiah said that “if our
sins are red like scarlet, God
will make them white like
snow.”
Pope Francis also told how
when the image of Our Lady

of Fatima arrived to Buenos
Aires in 1992 when he was
bishop, a large Mass was celebrated for the poor, during
which he heard confessions.
He told of the conversation
with “an old and very humble
lady” who came to him toward the end of the Mass.
Pope: “Nonna, do you want
to confess yourself?”
Lady: “Yes.”
Pope: “But you haven’t
sinned.”

Lady: “We’ve all sinned.”
Pope: “But maybe God
won’t forgive you.”
Lady: “God forgives everyone.”
Pope: “How do you know,
madame?”
Lady: “If God didn’t forgive
everything, the world wouldn’t exist.”
“I wanted to ask her, ‘Have
you studied at the Gregorian
(University)?’ because that is
the knowledge that the Holy
Spirit gives!” exclaimed the
pope, laughing.
Pope Francis then extended
his greetings to all faithful and
said he chose the name “Francis” to spiritually tie himself to
Italy, of which his family is
originally from.
“But Jesus has called us to
form part of a new family of
his Church, in this family of
God walking together on the
path of the Gospel,” he said.
“Let’s not forget that God
never gets tired of forgiving so
let’s never get tired of asking
for forgiveness,” he added
again.
Pope Francis ended his first
Angelus prayer wishing everyone a “nice Sunday and a nice
lunch.”

‘I hope God
forgives you’

VATICAN CITY(CNA)—Pope
Francis joked with cardinals
over dinner March 13, telling
them he hopes God forgives
them for having chosen him.
After the Vatican Secretary of
State toasted the Holy Father,
he himself toasted the cardinals saying, “I hope God forgives you,” recounted Cardinal
Dolan of New York at the North
American College.
“He has already won our
hearts, and we had a very fraternal meal at the Domus Santa Marta where we have been
staying,” Cardinal Dolan said.
He said the election has
brought a “sense of release and
of serenity” to the Church, and
he described the continuing
humility of Pope Francis, even
after his ascension to the See
of Peter.
“It’s clear he already takes
very seriously his role as the
Bishop of Rome, since Pope
Francis said he would venerate
Our Lady, Help of the Roman
People today,” said Cardinal
Dolan.
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Forty days preparation, 50 days celebration
BY JULIE FILBY

Easter is the oldest and
greatest feast of the Church.
Without Christ’s resurrection,
there would be no Christianity. For that reason, there is a
solemn period of preparation—Lent and Holy Week—
and an extended season of
celebration, not just one day.
“It’s the holiest time of the
year,” said John Miller, associate director of the Office of
Liturgy for the Denver Archdiocese.
Since Ash Wednesday, Feb.
13, the faithful have been
preparing through praying,
fasting and charity. On Palm
Sunday, March 24, Lent ends
and Holy Week begins.
“Holy Week begins with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem,”
Miller said. “Then we ‘live’
with him that week leading up
to his passion and death.”
Holy Thursday and Good

Friday, together with Holy Saturday, combine to form the
Easter Triduum. The triduum
begins with the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper Holy Thursday,
reaches its high point at the
Easter Vigil, and closes with
evening prayer on Easter Sunday.
“(Holy Week) liturgies allow
us to journey with Christ and
his disciples, especially Holy
Thursday,” Miller said, referring to the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper
commemorating
when Jesus instituted the Eucharist and the priesthood.
By midnight Holy Thursday,
the altar is stripped, the
Blessed Sacrament removed,
and the faithful enter a type of
vacuum.
“We enter into a void when
the Lord has been taken away
and put on trial,” Miller explained.
At the 3 p.m. liturgy on
Good Friday, the faithful unite

SEE CHURCHES AT THEIR BEST
While churches and the one shrine are decorated for the Easter
season, it’s a perfect time to launch, or continue, visiting the
eight Year of Faith pilgrimage sites.
Pilgrimage keepsake: Year of Faith Pilgrim Passport and Map
Get your passport: At http://yearoffaith.archden.org or Feb. 6
Denver Catholic Register, Pages 9-10
Passport deadline: Pentecost Sunday, May 19
More info: Read “Faithful invited to make Year of Faith pilgrimage in archdiocese” in Feb. 6 Register or online at www.arch
den.org/index.cfm/ID/9816
Questions: Call 303-715-3230 or email info@archden.org
Sites: Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Denver, Our Lady of Loreto in Foxfield, St. Francis of Assisi in Longmont, St. Helena in Fort Morgan, Spirit of Christ in Arvada, St.
Michael in Craig, Our Lady of Peace in Silverthorne, and Mother
Cabrini Shrine in Golden

in grief when reliving the passion and death of Jesus. On
Holy Saturday at Easter Vigil
Mass, the void ends with the
central liturgical celebration

GUIDE: Holy Week and Easter Octave
MARCH 25, MONDAY
OF HOLY WEEK
Receive the sacrament of
reconciliation this week.

MARCH 26, TUESDAY
OF HOLY WEEK
Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of
the rosary.

MARCH 27, WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
Fast from electronics or skip a meal.

MARCH
24, PALM SUNDAY
Create a centerpiece for the week using palms from Mass.

MARCH 28, HOLY
THURSDAY
Receive the Eucharist at Mass or
spend time in eucharistic adoration.

MARCH 30,
HOLY
SATURDAY
Light a candle or attend Easter
Vigil Mass and pray for those
entering the Church.

MARCH 31, EASTER
SUNDAY
Celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
by participating in Mass and spending time with family and friends.

FILE PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

MARCH 29,
GOOD FRIDAY

Pray the Stations of the Cross.
Begin the Divine Mercy Novena.

APRIL 2, TUESDAY
IN THE OCTAVE OF
EASTER
Pray the Glorious Mysteries of the
rosary.

APRIL 1, MONDAY
IN THE OCTAVE OF
EASTER

APRIL 3, WEDNESDAY
IN THE OCTAVE OF
EASTER

Drape white sashes on the
crucifixes in your home, or
decorate with lilies: the symbol of
beauty, perfection and goodness.

Revive an old tradition: enjoy an
Emmaus walk and picnic inspired
by the day’s Gospel from Luke
24:13-35.

APRIL 4,
THURSDAY IN
THE OCTAVE
OF EASTER

APRIL 5,
FRIDAY IN THE
OCTAVE OF
EASTER

APRIL 6,
SATURDAY IN
THE OCTAVE
OF EASTER

Replenish the holy
water supply in your
home.

Plan to visit Year of
Faith pilgrimage site(s)
this weekend.

Read up on St. Faustina
and the devotion Jesus
delivered when he
appeared to her.

APRIL 7,
DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY
Celebrate the feast of
Divine Mercy by
participating in Mass
and praying the Divine
Mercy Chaplet.

of the Church year.
“It’s the mother of all liturgies,” Miller said. “People (catechumens and candidates)
come out of the void as they

enter into the fullness of the
sacraments of baptism, confirmation and Communion.”
The Easter season begins
with Easter Sunday, March 31.
The Easter Octave is the period from Easter Sunday
through Divine Mercy Sunday,
April 7; the full season continues through Pentecost, May
19.
“Easter is a time of rejoicing,” Miller said. “People are
encouraged to give praise to
God in some special way
every day (during the 50
days)… and even in Ordinary
Time, to remember that every
Sunday is a ‘little Easter.’”
For prayers and devotions
for Holy Week and the Easter
Octave, see the accompanying
calendar below.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Desolata Service: devotional to Our
Lady of Sorrows at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish, 3549 Navajo
St., Denver. Music and reflection.
Free will offering. Call 303-4550447 for details.
March 22: 7 p.m.
Anointing at Bethany Liturgy: at St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200 N.
Federal, Denver. Brothers and sisters of the Community of the Beatitudes will lead Byzantine chants,
Bible readings and an anointing of
an icon of Jesus. No cost or RSVP.
Contact franthony.beatitudes@
gmail.com or 303.455.9090 for details.
March 25: 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Held on the fourth
Tuesday of every month. Call 303414-2255 or email smcdermott@
ourladyofloreto.org for details.
March 26: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Interactive Stations of the Cross:
at Blessed John XXIII, 1220 University Ave., Fort Collins. Accompany
Christ while walking through the
stations. Call 970-484-3356 for details.
March 29: 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Call 303-831-7010.
April 7: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
40 Days for Life: campaigns to
pray, fast, witness to and raise
awareness of the dignity of life at
locations in Denver, Boulder, Greeley and Fort Collins. No cost or
RSVP necessary. Visit www.40days
forlife.com for location details and
vigil schedule.
Through March 24
Citizenship Workshop: for those
wanting to learning how to become a
U.S. citizen at Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., Denver.
USCIS will answer questions about
the application and inteview process.
Call 303-295-9470 for details.
March 16: 10 a.m.-noon
Craft, Garage and Bake Sale: at
Holy Family Parish, 4380 Utica St.,
Denver. Call 303-455-1664 for details.
March 23: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
March 24: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
St. Joseph’s Table: to support charities at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, 3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Sample food at this annual Italian
feast. Donations given to charities.
Call 303-455-0447 for details.
March 23: 4 p.m.; March 24: noon
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Sacred oils, sacred promises to be made at chrism Mass
THE ANNUAL chrism Mass at which the archbishop blesses oils for sacramental use and clerics
renew their priestly promises is set for 11 a.m. March 26 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. in downtown Denver. Above: Priests of the Denver Archdiocese
raise their hands in prayer during the consecration at the 2012 chrism Mass.
Wild West Buffalo Ball: to benefit
Bishop Machebeuf High School at
the National Western Complex,
4655 Humboldt St., Denver. Includes dinner, dancing, auctions
and live entertainment. Tickets are
$100 per person or $95 for alumni.
Visit www.machebeuf.org or call
303-344-0082 ext. 122 for details.
March 23: 6 p.m.-11 p.m.
LARK Dinner and Auction: to benefit
Regis Jesuit High School at the National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt St., Denver. Benefit supports
tuition assitance fund and school
expenses. Celebrate the dinner’s
40th anniversary. Online auction
held March 13-22. Cost is $150 per
person. Register by March 25. Visit

www.regisjesuit.com/lark2013 or
call 303-269-8040.
April 13: 4:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
Tiger Gala: to benefit Holy Family
High School at the Westin Westminster, 10600 Westminster Blvd.,
Westminster. The gala themed “The
Roaring Twenties” includes dinner,
auctions and dancing. Cost is $100
per person. Register by April 5. Visit www.holyfamilyhs.com/gala/
index. html for tickets or call 303410-1411.
April 13: 5 p.m.
Renovation Fundraising Dinner: to
aid funding of repairs St. Anne
Parish in Grand Lake. Mass and

spaghetti dinner at Our Lady of the
Snow Parish, 300 N. 11th St., Granby. Cost is $10 for adults; $8 for
children. Donations accepted. Call
970-887-0032 for details.
April 13: 6:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Discerning God’s Will Workshop: at
Bonfils Hall on the John Paul II Center campus, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Father Tim Gallagher will lead
in prayer and reflection. Bring a
Bible and writing materials. Cost is
$100. Call 303-298-1498 or visit
www.lantericenter.org.
March 23-24
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