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First new Catholic school in 13 years
The world watches
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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Our Lady of Loreto Parish in
Foxfield announced it will open
a new Catholic grade school in
August with the promise to provide the best education available to children in south Arapahoe County.
Msgr. Edward Buelt, parish
pastor, announced March 1 that
the parish’s long-term plans to
start a school will be fulfilled
Aug. 19 when its doors are
opened to students.
“Since Archbishop (Charles)
Chaput founded Our Lady of
Loreto Parish in 1998, we have
been hoping for, planning for
and working for a school,” Msgr.
Buelt told the Denver Catholic
Register. “We did not believe that
we could be fully faithful to our
mission and ministry as a
Catholic parish without a
Catholic school. We are very
blessed that God has given us
the grace to open our school in
this Year of Faith.”
Our Lady of Loreto School will
be the first to open in the Denver
Archdiocese since 2000 when St.
Mary School opened in Greeley.
Denver Archbishop Samuel
Aquila gave his blessing for the
parish to open a school for
grades kindergarten through
eighth on the parish grounds at
18000 E. Arapahoe Road in Foxfield.
“It is with high praise and
great joy that I provide this permission,” the archbishop wrote
in a letter to the pastor. “You and
your parishioners are to be commended for the visionary leadership and generous investment
of time, talent and treasure that
have made this dream a reality.”
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NEW YORK'S Cardinal Timothy Dolan speaks to reporters at his titular parish in Rome, Nostra Signora di Guadalupe on March 10 before the conclave.
Enrollment is open for students through the fifth grade
during the 2013-2014 school
year; subsequent grades will be
added each year. Hired teachers
and three nuns from the Romebased Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy order—one of whom will
serve as principal—will run the
school in the St. Joseph Ministry
Center, a combined school and
gathering space attached to the
parish.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

The school boasts of a fresh
start, crisp uniforms and a firm
foundation on Roman Catholic
teaching.
“Parents will find no more
able partner than Our Lady of
Loreto to help them fulfill their
God-given responsibility to
form their children in Christ and
to educate them in his truth,”
Msgr. Buelt said.
He said the school is rooted in
the mission and ministry in the

Year of Faith, as proclaimed by
pope emeritus Benedict XVI,
and will act as the “porta fidei”
(door of faith). The school will
enlighten children about “believing that sees” rather than
“seeing that believes,” he said.
“In other words, our school
will be about reversing the equation,” the pastor said. “The
world teaches one must see
(proof) in order to believe. We

See School, Page 12

YEAR OF FAITH: INCARNATION
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faith, country
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Incarnation refers to the fact that the Son of God
assumed human nature and became man in order
to accomplish our salvation in that same human
nature. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the second
Person of the Trinity, is both true God and true
man, not part God and part man. God “taking
flesh” (in-caro) is a unique and singular event and
St. John witnesses to it in his Gospel: “And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14). Belief in the true Incarnation of the Son of God is the
distinctive sign of Christian faith.
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

SAMUEL J. AQUILA

How 40 Days for Life saves,
changes lives across the nation
BY WAYNE LAUGESEN

The power of love in the
conversion of a killer
Jacques Fesch was a murderer.
Fesch grew up in Belgium, living a life of luxury with his father’s wealth. He traveled extensively, he raced horses and sailboats and sports cars. Fesch never held a job or a relationship
for very long. By the time he was 24, Fesch had fathered two
children, neither of whom he supported. He had defected from
the army and quit the jobs he’d been given. In the hopes of
changing Fesch’s ways, his father cut off his access to family
funds.
Jacques Fesch was irresponsible. Facing the obligations of fatherhood and mounting debt, he decided to steal enough money to sail to the South Pacific. In 1954 a robbery went bad and
while being pursued, Fesch shot and killed a police officer.
Fesch was sentenced to death and sent to prison. He was executed in France on Oct. 1, 1957.
Fesch was executed because he represented a danger to social stability. And he was executed because most people believed a man who killed a police officer could never change his
life—could never become a man worth saving. Jacques Fesch
was killed to show that violence was intolerable in French society—and that murder would be met with justice
The Catholic Church teaches that the death penalty is not always wrong. In situations of real, absolute necessity, taking a life
might be just. If a killer could not be contained or controlled or
reformed it would be just for the state to take his life to protect
society. But Blessed John Paul II reflected in “Evangelium Vitae”
(“The Gospel of Life”) that it seems hard to imagine that a killer
in America or in much of the world could not be controlled or
contained in prison.
Executions do not teach that violence is intolerable—violence is not a true deterrence to violence. Execution is an act of
violence. It reinforces the idea that violence solves problems. It
teaches vengeance. Christ commanded us to love our enemies
and pray for those who persecute us—this is not what execution is about. If we want to teach that violence is intolerable, we
need to stop responding to violence with violence. To solve the
problem of evil, we need to respond with love.
In civil society, responding to evil with love means finding
punishments that are swift and severe, but which are also just.
Justice means acting in accord with natural law—true justice
requires us to respect the dignity of all human persons, even
criminals. Except in cases of absolute necessity, we do not have
the right to take another’s life. It was wrong for Jacques Fesch to
kill. It was no less wrong for France to kill him.
The problem with the death penalty is that in trying to solve
the problem of violence, we take up violence as our tool. Christians need to stop the cycles of violence that erode our souls—
we need to stop participating in the culture of death. Instead of
deterring crime, the culture of death makes all of us more open
to evil and violence and crime.
I support the abolition of the death penalty because I want to
respond to evil with love. It is my hope that every person on
death row, indeed every person, will have the opportunity to
encounter Jesus Christ, to repent, and to know the Father’s
mercy and love.
When Jacques Fesch went to prison, he mocked the
Catholic faith and mocked his Catholic lawyer. But every day,
his lawyer prayed for Fesch. And visited him. And cared for
him. In the love of his lawyer, Jacques Fesch encountered the
love of Jesus Christ. He repented for his sins. He rejoiced in
God’s mercy.
His life was transformed—he spent the rest of his life as a witness to life in Jesus Christ. Guards and other prisoners said that
his life became committed to the virtue of charity. Today, he is
being considered for canonization. Jacques Fesch, who killed a
police officer in cold blood, may one day be proclaimed a saint
because of the conversion of his heart—his deep faith in Jesus
Christ and in the Church made him anew. I encourage you to
read his story and his words. They are beautiful.
This week, the Colorado Legislature will take up the ques-

See Aquila, Page 10

Abby Johnson was managing a large Planned Parenthood abortion clinic back in
2004 when four people
showed up in front of her
building to pray for an end to
abortion. They were praying
for an end to her career, and it
was a prayer she hoped God
would not answer.
The peaceful vigils, in College Station, Texas—home to
Texas A&M—became a national movement of Catholics
and pro-life non-Catholics
that’s known as “40 Days for
Life.” Johnson mostly ignored
the initial vigils and went
about her work.
A visiting abortionist came to
Johnson’s clinic five years after
the first-ever 40 Days for Life
vigil and wanted to demonstrate his technique. He invited
Johnson to watch an ultrasound monitor to witness a
suction abortion in action. As
the doctor moved his suction
tool toward the 15-week-old
unborn baby boy, Johnson became disturbed.
“What I saw on the ultrasound was a baby fighting for
his life,” Johnson said. “The baby was trying to get away from
the suction tube. He was flailing his arms and legs, and I had
been told these babies had no
feelings and did not suffer.
What I saw was shocking. I felt
betrayed by everything I had
been told.”
Johnson knew she could no
longer continue in her work,
which paid a comfortable sixfigure salary. She didn’t know
where to turn, but she knew the
40 Days for Life people—who
had protested her business for
years—seemed loving, caring,
prayerful and kind.
Johnson walked to their office, which was a short distance away from the abortion
business, and told 40 Days for
Life volunteers that she was
ready to stop running the
abortion clinic. They offered
to make phone calls and help
her find a way to survive without the job.
Today, 40 Days for Life volunteers and Johnson work to-

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
For more information and to
find a 40 Days for Life near
you, visit:
info@40daysforlife.com

gether toward a common goal
of ending abortion by praying
for pregnant women, their babies, abortionists and all abortion workers. Johnson visited
Denver in February to address
a fundraising event for Lighthouse Women’s Center, which
supports pregnant women
who need help.
Johnson began working last
June to help other abortion
workers leave their jobs and
has convinced 46 to do so with
the help of 40 Days for Life.
“Before 40 Days for Life began their kind, loving, prayerful
vigils outside of my clinic, all
we had were protesters who
were aggressive and mean,”
Johnson said. “They called
women going into the clinic a
lot of ugly names. They had
horrible graphics. There was a
man dressed as the Grim
Reaper. All those tactics did
was make women feel like the
safe place was inside our clinic.
But 40 Days for Life did damage
to our business. Women were
drawn to them. After talking to
them they were turning around
and leaving our clinic.”
Johnson learned later that
when women left her clinic
they often walked into a nearby
caring pregnancy center and
were given the support necessary to deliver their babies and
care for them or place them for
adoptions.
David Bereit, who organized
the country’s first 40 Days for
Life vigil outside of Johnson’s
abortion business, said he frequently hears from caring
pregnancy centers about
women coming to them for
help after speaking with vigil
participants. He visited Colorado in February and March
to help with 40 Days for Life activities in Colorado Springs,
Denver, Alamosa, Boulder, Fort
Collins and Greeley.
Bereit said data from the

Texas Department of Health
showed that abortions in Brazos County, where he and others prayed outside of the clinic run by Johnson, dropped by
28 percent during the first
year of 40 Days for Life vigils.
He assumes the vigils played a
role in the reduction and subsequent reductions in abortions in counties with strong
40 Days for Life organizations.
Bereit said he has confirmed
at least 7,000 abortions that
have been cancelled throughout the country since 2004 as a
result of 40 Days for Life volunteers talking to women and
praying with them. The longtime manager of an Iowa abortion business quit last years
and began volunteering with
40 Days for Life. The abortion
mill closed its doors at the end
of a 2012 40 Days For Life campaign.
Forty Days for Life vigils
have been a twice-annual tradition in the Archdiocese of
Denver for years, but for the
first time this year they are organized and supported by the
archdiocesan Respect Life Office. Vigils are organized for 40
days during Lent and begin
again on the last Wednesday
in September. Colorado vigils
are near abortion businesses
in Alamosa, Boulder, Colorado Springs, Denver, Fort
Collins and Greeley (see
www.40DaysForLife.com for
details).
“The root emphasis of this
movement is a belief in the
power of prayer,” said Lynn
Grandon, director of the archdiocesan Respect Life Office.
“So I have to believe that when
we reach heaven, we will be
made to understand the positive impact 40 Days for Life has
on saving children. I believe the
continuation of a peaceful,
prayerful presence in front of
abortion clinics will generate
tangible, long-term results.”
Bereit said he and his organization has a longstanding and
constructive relationship with
Denver Archbishop Samuel
Aquila, who helped grow the 40
Days for Life movement while
serving in his previous role as
bishop of Fargo, N.D.
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LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

Miracle of Guadalupe continues today, archbishop says

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
I will never forget the first time
that I stood in front of the image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
1996. As I stood there and gazed
at the image I was struck with
awe and wonder, but I was struck
more with the realization of
Mary’s real presence in both my
life, and in the life of the Church.
The miracle of Guadalupe is one
that continues even today.
Since that first visit to the Basilica Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, I have grown more in
my love and devotion for Mary. I
have become increasingly convinced of our need to draw near
to Mary, seeking her help and
guidance in these critical times.
To this end, I would like to extend an invitation to all the faithful of the Archdiocese of Denver
to join me on a pilgrimage at the
end of August to the Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City, Mexico.
When His Holiness Emeritus
Benedict XVI announced the
Year of Faith, he said it would be
“a moment of grace and commitment to a more complete
conversion to God, to strength-

ROXANNE KING

Award-winning Register
turns 113: continues to
inform, inspire, engage

PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila is
leading a pilgrimage to the
Guadalupe Basilica in Mexico
City. For more information, contact Canterbury Pilgrimages
and Tours at 800-653-0017.
en our faith in him and proclaim
him with joy to the people of our
time.”
What better place is there to
renew one’s faith and commitment to God’s will than in the
presence of the “Mother of the
New Evangelization” and the
“Patroness of (all) the Americ-

as”? And what better time is
there to take this journey than
during the Year of Faith?
I encourage you to consider
joining me on this spiritual journey to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe from Aug. 29 to Sept.
2. This pilgrimage will give us all
an opportunity, during this Year
of Faith, to spend time in Our
Lady’s presence, placing our
prayers at her feet, and entrusting the Archdiocese of Denver to
her care.
Sincerely in Christ,
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila,
S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver

Unique Year of Faith pin awaits pilgrims
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Customized Year of Faith pins
are available to pilgrims who
take a spiritual journey to sites in
the Denver Archdiocese.
The lapel pins are emblazoned with the Year of Faith boat
logo, a bishop’s miter and the
words “Archdiocese of Denver”
and “Year of Faith 2012-2013.”
Pilgrims who visit at least seven of the eight sites will receive a
blessed lapel pin to show they
took part in the archdiocese’s
Year of Faith pilgrimage that
ends May 19.
The pilgrimage was announced by Archbishop Samuel
Aquila as a way to inspire Colorado Catholics during their

JOIN THE MISSION

Lenten and Easter journeys. With
an accompanying passport and
map (download at www.arch
den.org, click on Year of Faith
icon), pilgrims are traveling to visit the sites—seven churches and a
shrine—that stretch
from the state’s northwestern corner to the
Eastern Plains, Rocky
Mountains and the
wider Denver metro area.
The map provides a
guide on the pilgrimage sites
and the passport is used to
record the journey and answer
unique questions after visiting
each place.
The archdiocese will give special recognition to those who

visit six or more sites. After six
sites, pilgrims will be recognized
in the Denver Catholic Register;
after seven sites, pilgrims receive the lapel pin and
recognition in the Register; and after eight sites,
pilgrims receive the
above plus a certificate
signed by Archbishop
Aquila.
The lapel pins are
gold, red and green and
display a boat, depicting
the Church, a cross, the letters “IHS” and the Eucharist. A
bishop’s miter crowns the lapel.
For more details and to start
the
pilgrimage,
visit
http://yearoffaith.archden.org
or call 303-715-3230.

Catholic students pray for cardinal electors
The students of St. Catherine
of Siena School in northwest
Denver are praying for the cardinals in Rome as they gather to
elect a new pope. Each class, the
staff and faculty, and even families have adopted a cardinal and
are praying for the Holy Spirit to
bless their cardinal to help him
vote wisely during the conclave.
Visit www.adoptacardinal.org.
LEFT: Sixth-grader Raul Guerrero and seventh-grader Elijah
Chavez point out the cardinal
their class has been praying
for during this important and
historic time.
PHOTO PROVIDED

It seems providential that today, March 13, 2013, I get to announce that the Denver Catholic Register turns 113 on Sunday,
St. Patrick’s Day.
Born on the feast of that great evangelizer in the year 1900,
the Register debuted with the cover printed in green ink to honor its patron saint. Today, we’re running our flag in green to do
the same.
Happily, I have good news to share on our birthday.

Mission, support robust
First: The Register is proud that after more than a century of
service we remain the flagship communication tool for the
Denver archbishop and the archdiocese. Our 88,000-plus subscribers make us the largest subscription weekly newspaper in
the state.
Second: Our annual Join
the Mission stewardship
campaign, which we run at
JOIN THE MISSION
the time of our anniversary,
How to join
has brought in $4,178 so
far, which is more than
Read: ad on Page 5
double the amount at this
Visit: www.DenverCatholic
time last year! Launched in
Register.org/join
2009, Join the Mission aims
Call: 303-715-3230
to reduce the burden of the
cost of the newspaper to
the archdiocese. It costs
$1.4 million a year to produce the Register. Advertising covers
some 50 percent of that cost; the archdiocese covers the bulk
of the remainder. Our readers’ generous donations to Join the
Mission save the archdiocese more than $10,000 a year.
Third: Our most recent survey shows the award-winning Register is highly rated and well-liked by its readers (see my Feb. 13
column “Study shows Register is highly regarded, trusted by readers” at www.archden.org/index.cfm/ID/9870). Additionally, the
Register enjoys the endorsement of Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila.

Kudos
In his column last week, Archbishop Aquila urged the faithful
to support the Register, which he described as “an agent of the
Christian community.”
“Each week the Register provides explanations of the Church’s
teaching and insight into her life and mission,” the archbishop
said. “It is a newspaper that will help to renew and transform
your mind for Jesus Christ.”
Our Join the Mission supporters agree. Here’s what a few of
them told me just last week.
“The Denver Catholic Register (is) exceptional,” asserted Zach
Politzki of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Northglenn.
“There’s a lot of information I get out of (it) to help me understand my faith better.
“Since we’ve been getting the Register for free for some years I
thought we should do our fair share in paying the expenses,” he
added.
“(The Register is) a very good publication,” said Bill Leer of
Risen Christ Parish of Denver. “We and other Catholics are glad
to be informed about different issues covered in the paper. We
like to know about other things happening outside our own
parish; the DCR does that for the archdiocese. We like the articles and we like to get the perspective of the archbishop and
the other (columnists).”
“It’s a wonderful paper,” said Virginia Auge of Holy Family
Parish in Denver. “I read every issue.”

Join the Mission
Here’s how Join the Mission works: readers who receive a
complimentary copy of the paper as part of parish membership
are invited to voluntarily contribute the $35 a year subscription
cost to reduce the Register’s expenses and ensure its vital mis-

See Mission, Page 4
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

There’s no sin the Church can’t forgive
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

The dynamics of
Conclave 2013
ROME—Despite an enormous amount of media chaff
throughout April 2005, it was clear to those with eyes to see
that Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was the obvious, leading candidate to succeed John Paul II. There is no such clear frontrunner in 2013, although even more journalistic chaff is being vented into the atmosphere, primarily from Italian media
sources whose ability to distinguish fact from fiction is not
overly well-developed and who like to play Machiavellian
games with this candidate and that.
Why no frontrunner? As the General Congregations of cardinals began on March 4, no cardinal had anything resembling the stature and authority of Ratzinger in 2005; that’s
certainly one reason. But there are also unique dynamics
shaping the 2013 Conclave—and, ultimately, the selection of
the next bishop of Rome.
1. Unlike 2005, there is an unsettling sense that the Church
is in uncharted and perilous waters because of the abdication of Benedict XVI, an act that really has no precedent (other abdications having happened under very different circumstances). Will this abdication set up pressures on future
popes, some of which cannot be imagined today? Does the
possibility, already being bruited, that a very young man
could be elected pope (because “he can do this for 15 years
and then retire”) suggest a fundamental alteration in Catholic
understandings of the papacy, changes that reduce the papacy to a Catholic variant on role of the archbishopric of Canterbury in the Anglican Communion?
2. While there were concerns about the Vatican bureaucracy
in 2005—there always are when conclaves meet—there is, today, a widespread and firmly held conviction that the central
administrative machinery of the Church is broken and that it
must be fixed so that the Curia becomes an instrument of the
New Evangelization, not an impediment to it. Needless to say,
most of those involved in that curial machinery, i.e., cardinalelectors who are either serving in the Curia or are retired from it
(and who are some 20 percent of the electorate), have a different view. The disconnect between the reformers’ perceptions of
what’s been going on and the defensiveness of many curial cardinals has led to an undercurrent of anger that was not discernible in 2005, and that could lead to real tensions.
3. These two currents have, in turn, led to a strong reaction
against what is perceived as an excessive and failed re-Italianization of the Vatican, the results of which were to make
Benedict XVI’s life and work far more difficult. As with complaints about the Curia, complaints about “the Italians” are a
staple of pre-conclave conversation; but the tone, this time, is
different. As one Italian friend, a distinguished academic and
active Catholic layman, put it to me, “our (Italian) culture has
become corrupt;” and he believed, sadly, that that corruption
had seeped behind the walls of the Vatican through the reItalianization of the Roman Curia. A determination to deal
with this aspect of the present Roman dysfunction will be another element in Conclave 2013 that was not present—or at
least with such intensity—in 2005.
4. The Catholic Church is in the midst of a major change in
leadership cadres or cohorts. 20 percent of the 2013 electorate is retired. Only 8 percent of the cardinal electors are
under 65. Men who have spent their entire ecclesiastical lives
in the waning years of Counter-Reformation Catholicism are
slowly being replaced by men who have grown into ecclesial
maturity in the first phases of Evangelical Catholicism, the
Catholicism of the New Evangelization. The latter are the future, but their relative weight in this conclave is slight, and
that tension will also be felt.
5. Finally, many cardinals admit that they don’t know their
brother-cardinals very well. That’s a problem I anticipated in
“Evangelical Catholicism: Deep Reform in the 21st-Century
Church” (Basic Books), where I proposed a biennial or triennial meeting of the College of Cardinals to assess the progress
of the New Evangelization—and to let these men take each
other’s measure, with an eye to future conclaves.

March 17: Fifth Sunday in Lent
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 43:16-21
• Psalm 126:1-6
• Philippians 3:8-14
• John 8:1-11
Synopsis: Isaiah ministered to
his people in exile in Babylon.
Their physical separation from
the land represented spiritual
separation from God. Isaiah recalls the Exodus, reminding them
of how God had delivered their
ancestors from slavery and led
them to the Promised Land. Now,
he says, God is “doing something
new!” The exile will end and
they’ll return to the Promised
Land. The Psalm this week commemorates the return from exile.
Those who had been taken into
captivity “come back rejoicing,
carrying their sheaves.” The second reading from St. Paul’s letter
to the Christians in Philippi is full
of hope. Paul could relate to the
idea of exile from his own experience as he was often imprisoned
for preaching the Gospel. This
letter was written during one of
those times. Even though his
freedom had been taken away
Paul does not lose heart. “Forget-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Civil unions act a
double standard
Attorney
General
John
Suthers, a Roman Catholic, testified against the contentious civil
unions bill in the House Judiciary Committee, according to the
Feb. 27 Denver Catholic Register
(“Attorney General Suthers to
testify against civil unions”). A
beneficiary of Catholic Charities, Suthers decried the Colorado Civil Unions Act that, unlike previous legislation, “lacks a
religious exemption clause to
protect the conscience of organizations, like Catholic Charities,
which objects to adopting children to and placing them in foster homes of same-sex couples.”

Mission
From Page 3
sion of evangelization. Be aware
that Join the Mission is strictly
voluntary; if you cannot contribute you’ll still get the newspaper!
We at the Register are grateful
for all of our readers and for your
prayerful and financial support.
If you’ve Joined the Mission,
thank you. If you’ve been meaning to and haven’t, read the ad
on Page 5 to find out how to join.

ting what lies behind” Paul had
his sights set on God’s upward
calling. He was full of hope because of his faith in Christ. This
week’s Gospel is about the
woman caught in adultery. Because of her transgression she
was in a type of exile—spiritually
far away from God. According to
Jewish law at the time, the punishment for adultery was stoning
to death. “The wages of sin is
death” Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome, “but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Rom 6:23). Jesus demonstrates his supreme authority,
even over the Law, by forgiving
her sin. When one is enslaved by
sin he, or she, is far away from
God. “The Word became flesh” in
order to deliver us from sin and
death, and lead us back to God.
Key verse: “Forgetting what
lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the
goal, the prize of God’s upward
calling, in Christ Jesus” (Phil
3:13-14).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “After his resurrection,
Christ sent his apostles ‘so that
repentance and forgiveness of
sins should be preached in his

name to all nations’ (Luke
24:47). There is no offense, however serious, that the Church
cannot forgive. There is no one,
however wicked and guilty, who
may not confidently hope for
forgiveness, provided his repentance is honest. Christ who died
for all men desires that in his
Church the gates of forgiveness
should always be open to anyone who turns away from sin”
(Nos. 981, 982).
Life application: To one degree or another, we’re all subject
to sin and slaves to our appetites. Only by the grace of God
can we overcome our selfish inclinations. This week’s readings
are a sobering reminder of the
consequences of sin and how it
kills the life of God in us. But they
should also give us hope because they remind us that Christ
can—and will—deliver us from
any sin, no matter how serious it
is, as long as we turn to him. In
this age, the age of the Church,
Christ lives and acts in and with
his Church through the sacraments (CCC 1076). The Lord has
given us the sacrament of reconciliation to bring us back from
“exile” and restore our communion with God.

In spite of overwhelming opposition from Colorado voters,
who rejected Referendum I in
2006, Democrat lawmakers have
not appealed to voters in
2013. That the notion of civil
unions is reprehensible to most
Catholics and evangelicals, who
perceive such legislation as both
immoral and contrary to Church
teaching, is seemingly not a
matter of serious concern to
proponents of the bill.
If Gov. John Hickenlooper has
the best interests of Colorado citizens in mind, he will veto SB 11
for what it is: A statement of contempt for Catholic Charities and
other religious organizations
that have provided vital social
services to Coloradans for generations. As Suthers put it, “the legislators who refuse to add the ex-

emption are in fact allowing religious intolerance in the name of
promoting tolerance of homosexuals.” It is clearly a double
standard, call it what you will.
Brian Stuckey
Denver

As an incentive to join quickly, if
you sign up by April 1, we’ll send
you a digitally signed photograph of Archbishop Aquila.

evangelization is needed now
more than ever.
Readers said they’ve enjoyed
learning about those who produce the Denver Catholic Register via our Join the Mission column series the last few weeks.
Starting next week, we’ll run a
fun series of photos featuring
well-known and lesser-known
Catholics reading their Register.
Watch for “Look Who’s Reading
the Denver Catholic Register”
and see who you recognize!

Look who’s reading the DCR
With every issue the Register
strives to inform you about
what’s happening in the local
and universal Church, inspire
you with stories of how the
Gospel is transforming lives,
and engage you with the faith
by making it relevant for your
life. Particularly in this Year of
Faith we believe the Register’s
support of the Church’s new

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

Roxanne King is the editor of
the Denver Catholic Register.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
March 16: Transitional diaconate ordination, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10 a.m.)
March 19: Presenter, Day of Recollection for Diocese of Pueblo clergy, Pueblo
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Prayer before presentation for new pope
BY DAVID UEBBING

VATICAN CITY(CNA/EWTN
News)—In a change to past papal elections, the new pope will
have the chance to adore Jesus
in the Eucharist before he makes
his appearance on the central
balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica.
Vatican press office director
Father Federico Lombardi told
journalists March 11 that, “when
the pope goes to the loggia, he
passes the Pauline Chapel and
will stop there for a brief moment of personal prayer and silence in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.”
The Vatican press office was
buzzing with journalists looking
for news about the March 12
conclave, which will begin at
around 5 p.m.
Before looking ahead to the
voting, Father Lombardi reviewed the cardinals’ final general meeting, which was held the
morning of March 11.
The cardinals made 28 interventions before the assembly
voted to end their meetings, given that the conclave was to begin on Tuesday.
Father Lombardi reminded
the media of the general schedule for the conclave and then later walked through the ceremony
that occurs immediately after a
new pope is chosen.
Cardinal Giovanni Battista
Re, the cardinal deacon, will
ask the candidate if he accepts
his “canonical election as
supreme pontiff” and what
name will use.
If he says yes, then white
smoke is sent up while the pope
goes to the Room of Tears, vests
in his papal garments and then
returns to the Sistine Chapel.
The cardinals then hold a
small ceremony that involves
prayer, reading the Scriptures
and a time for the cardinals to
offer their congratulations to the
new pope.
This is followed by the singing
of the “Te Deum,” the Church’s

PHOTO BY JEFFREY BRUNO

A GUARD stands at the door of the Sistine Chapel, where the
cardinal electors will hold the conclave at the Vatican beginning
March 12.
traditional hymn of thanks to
God, and a procession out of the
chapel.
As the new pope makes his
way between the Sistine Chapel
and the balcony where he is presented to the people, he is expected to stop for a brief moment of personal prayer and
adoration in the Pauline Chapel.
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran
will then introduce the new
pope with the famous Latin
words “Habemus papam!” (“We

have a pope!”) This will be followed by the name he has
picked.
The total amount of time that
will lapse between the appearance of the white smoke and the
pope’s appearance on St. Peter’s
balcony will be about 50 minutes.
The first vote of the conclave
was expected to take place as
early as the evening of March 12,
with the possibility for smoke to
appear around 8 p.m.

LOCAL NEWS

Sex-ed bill would cost taxpayers,
undermine parents’ teachings
BY NATHANIEL KELLEY
COLORADO CATHOLIC
HERALD

A proposal to regulate human sexuality education in
Colorado’s public schools on a
broader scale would be detrimental in several ways, according to those opposing the
measure.
House Bill 1081 would allow
a more comprehensive sex-ed
curriculum that includes a
provision to create a federally
funded grant program for

schools to implement the new
material.
The Colorado Catholic Conference, the lobbyist for the
state’s three Catholic dioceses,
argues that the bill would compromise local school districts’
separate abilities to determine
their own standards for human
sexuality education. The bill
would allow some flexibility on
what is being taught, though,
and there would still be the discussion of abstinence.
“The material and what is
considered sex education is re-

ally not the kind of thing school
districts should be deciding on.
It should be left up to parents to
handle such a sensitive topic,”
said Jennifer Kraska, executive
director of the Colorado
Catholic Conference.
She noted that the State
Board of Education does not
support the bill, and that it is
simply “a bad piece of legislation,” that is unneeded, especially with the noticeable lack
of parental input the bill
would allow.

See Sex-ed, Page 10
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa
of Avila. For each question there is one
right answer. Each quiz will have one question that is answered with “E” for NOTA,
which stands for “None of the Above. This
quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic
Church Nos. 410-430.

Throughout March, may our souls lose
their “roaring lion qualities” and be made
more in the image of the Lamb of God.

1. What is the Protoevangelium?
A. the clear prophecies concerning Christ
found in Isaiah
B. the song of the angels on Christmas Day
C. the promise to Adam and Eve of a Redeemer
D. the call for repentance by John the Baptist
E. NOTA

0

The catechism gives four answers to the
question, ”Why did God not prevent the
first man from sinning?” For Questions 2-5
match the source with the quote.
A. Pope St. Leo the Great
B. St. Thomas Aquinas
C. St. Paul
D. the Exsultet
E. NOTA
2. Where sin increased, grace abounded all
the more.
3. O happy fault; O necessary sin of Adam,
which gained for us so great a Redeemer.
4. Christ’s inexpressible grace gave us
blessings better than those the demon’s
envy had taken away.
5. There is nothing to prevent human nature’s being raised up to something
greater, even after sin; God permits evil in
order to draw forth some greater good.
6. Who were the king of Israel and the Roman emperor at the time of the birth of
Jesus?

“Jesus awakened, rebuked the wind and
the waves, and they subsided and there
was a calm. Then He asked them,
‘Where is your faith?’”—Luke 8: 24-25
A. Herod Antipas and Julius Caesar
B. Pontius Pilate and Octavian
C. Archelaeus and Nero
D. Herod the Great and Caesar Augustus
E. NOTA
7. Jesus built His Church on the rock of
faith expressed by St. Peter in these words
found in Matthew 16:16:
A. “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
B. “My Lord and my God.”
C. “Son of David, have pity on me.”
D. “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, the king
of Israel.”
E. NOTA
8. A youth minister catechist is successful
when he or she:
A. is recognized as a good organizer and
great story teller.
B. makes Jesus better known and loved.
C. raises significant funds through a dancea-thon.
D. gets a large number of youths to sign up
for a trip to Elitches.
E. NOTA
9. What does the name “Jesus” mean in
Hebrew?
A. the Lord liveth
B. Messiah and king
C. salvation from above
D. mercy
E. NOTA
10. Who first speaks the name of Jesus in
the Gospels?
A. St. John the Baptist
B. God the Father
C. Elizabeth
D. Archangel Gabriel
E. NOTA
1. C, 2. C, 3. D, 4. A, 5. B, 6. D, 7. A, 8. B, 9.
E - God saves, 10. D

The roaring lion of
March—and of our souls

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE

Next week’s quiz covers catechism Nos.
431-455.
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Five ways to put saint back into St. Patrick’s Day

BY JULIE FILBY

While enjoying St. Patrick’s
Day traditions—wearing green,
watching a parade, or celebrating with a pint of beer and a
plate of corned beef and cabbage—Catholics are reminded
how the saint’s example of sharing the faith in fourth-century
Ireland remains relevant today.
“It’s great to highlight St.
Patrick during the Year of Faith
because he brought the Christian faith to Ireland, and endured great hardship in doing
so,” explained James Cavanagh,
director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis for Denver metro-area parishes.
St. Patrick was born around
385 in Britain. As a teenager, he
was captured and sold as a slave
in Ireland—a land of Druids and
pagans. He escaped and returned to Britain six years later,
but felt called back to Ireland.
Ordained a priest and later a
bishop, he ultimately returned
to Ireland where he preached
Christianity to the Irish for 40
years and converted thousands.
“He was the premier evangelist in Ireland,” said Cavanagh,
“and that can get lost in midst of
the corned beef and cabbage
and beer.”
Below are five ways Catholic
can celebrate the ministry of St.
Patrick on his feast day, March
17, or otherwise during the Year
of Faith.
Mass. As St. Patrick’s Day is on
Sunday this year, consider attending Mass at a church under
the patronage of St. Patrick: St.
Patrick Oratory in Denver at
3325 Pecos St. at 11 a.m.; in Ea-

ST. PATRICK
gle County at St. Patrick Church
at 476 Pine St. in Minturn at 8
a.m. or 9:30 a.m.; or on the eastern plains at St. Patrick Church
at 541 S. Interocean in Holyoke
at 8 a.m. or 4 p.m. in Spanish
(see box for more information).
Fellowship. Some communities have dinners or dances to
celebrate, including St. Patrick’s
Minturn and Holy Family Meeker. All are invited to Spirit Center
Church Hall at 461 Main St. in
Minturn 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
for a free corned beef and green
chili dinner. Freewill donations
will be accepted to help finance
a $300,000 construction project
beginning soon to repair damage to the church. In Meeker, all
are welcome to the parish’s traditional St. Patrick’s Day meal,
which began in 1905: homemade chicken and noodles. It
will be held 2 p.m.-4 p.m. at the
Fairfield Center in Meeker at
Second and Main streets.
Know and spread the Word.
During this Year of Faith,

Catholics are called to get to
know their faith better, allowing them to share it with others. “St. Patrick used the things
the Irish were familiar with,
such as the shamrock, to communicate the timeless treasure
of the Gospel,” said Cavanagh.
“He was always looking for
things in their culture to help
teach them about Christ and
what’s what we’ve got to do today.” Catholics are encouraged
to break open the Bible, the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church, and take advantage of
classes, workshops and conferences offered throughout the
archdiocese. For more information, visit http://yearof
faith.archden.org.
Read. The Cardinal Stafford
Library on the grounds of the
John Paul Center in Denver offers selections related to St.
Patrick including his writings,
though there are few. Cavanagh also recommended
reading “How the Irish Saved
Civilization” by Thomas Cahill.
While not directly about the life
of St. Patrick, it shares the story
of how Irish monks and
scribes, influenced by the ministry of St. Patrick, preserved
the records of Western civilization while Europe was overrun
by barbarians. Later as missionaries, they worked to reevangelize Europe.
Pray with St. Patrick. St.
Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer really captures the essence of the
Gospel, said Cavanagh, as he
paraphrased excerpts: “Christ
is with me, before me, above
me.” To learn more about St.
Patrick and this prayer in the

PILGRIMAGE TO ST. PATRICK CHURCHES
There are three churches in the Denver Archdiocese under the patronage of St. Patrick: in north Denver, the Rocky Mountains, and
near the state’s northeast corner. Consider visiting these churches
during the Year of Faith.

St. Patrick Oratory
3325 Pecos St., Denver |
303-458-6339 (Our Lady of
Light Monastery)
Now an oratory, St. Patrick’s
was north Denver’s pioneer
parish established in 1881. It is
a Denver Landmark and included on the National Register of
Historic Places. Capuchin Sisters from Mexico established a
monastery on the grounds of
the Spanish-style mission in
1989.
Sunday Mass: 11 a.m.
Daily Mass: 7:30 a.m. Thursday
Eucharistic adoration: 8 a.m.-7
p.m. Thursday
First Saturday: 9:30 a.m. confession, 10 a.m. rosary, 10:30
a.m. Mass

St. Patrick Church
476 Pine St., Minturn |
970-827-9559
St. Patrick’s Minturn is nestled
between Vail and Beaver Creek
in the beauty of Eagle County.
It was established as a mission
100 years ago in 2013, and became a parish in 1952. Pastor
Father Roger Lascelle also administers Vail Interfaith Chapel

Catholic Encyclopedia, visit
w w w. n e w a d v e n t . o r g / c a then/11554a.htm or scan the
accompanying QR code.

Ancient Irish order preserves ties of faith, country
BY NISSA LAPOINT

One ancient order of Irish
men in Colorado is working to
keep their Catholic faith alive
while preserving their culture.
The Ancient Order of Hibernians, an Irish Catholic fraternal
organization, is striving to
spread knowledge of St. Patrick
and foster their faith among
brothers.
“What we try to do now is provide a charitable aspect to our
organization, to give back to the
community, but also to preserve
our Catholic faith,” said Michael
O’Toole, president of the Father
Joseph Carrigan Division.
The organization, which has
the Carrigan Division and
Michael Collins Division plus a
sister order called the Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians,
traces its roots to 1836 in New
York.
The order began new efforts
last year to raise awareness of St.
Patrick—the patron saint of Ireland—by continuing to sponsor

A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE IRISH IN COLORADO
Irish immigrants settled in the working class neighborhoods of
northeast and northwest Denver, congregating near the Catholic
parishes of St. Patrick’s in north Denver and the now closed St.
Leo’s in Auraria. They opened saloons, became merchants, policemen and politicians, formed social and political clubs, started newspapers and held Denver’s first St. Patrick’s Day celebration in 1868.
The first waves of Irish immigrants arrived in Colorado with the discovery of gold near Central City in the late 1850s. Most Irish immigrants came to Colorado as miners or railroad workers who called
themselves “terriers.” They settled in the mining camps of Central
City and in Denver itself seeking a better life and freedom from the
discrimination they experienced in eastern cities. By the early
1860s the Irish comprised Denver’s second largest, and most visible, immigrant group.
Source: The Ancient Order of Hibernians

an archdiocesan-wide coloring
contest at Catholic schools. Students in grades kindergarten
through fourth color an image
of the saint holding a shamrock
and staff. Three winners selected from each grade are invited
to participate in the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade March 16.

“We’re taking what was a
faithful religious holiday that is
now secular and we’re trying to
bring our Catholic faith back
into it,” said Bob Tiedemann,
vice president of the Carrigan
Division and parishioner of
Our Lady of the Pines Parish.
St. Patrick is known for

spreading the Gospel among
the primitive pagans of Ireland
in the fifth century. He is often
depicted with a shamrock, a
three-leafed clover, which legend says he used to explain the
Trinity.
The
Carrigan
Division
launched in January 2012 to
foster old traditions and start
new ones. With the assistance
of the archdiocese’s Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis,
the division is striving to grow
its faith community with
monthly Sash Masses at Our
Lady of Pines Parish in Conifer.
Members wear green sashes,
symbolizing their commitment
to the Church, and assist with
the Mass. Members gather for
fellowship afterward over
brunch.
The order also organizes an
outdoor Mass at the annual Colorado Irish Festival in July, and is
present at events like the Living
the Catholic Faith Conference.
In its early days, the Hibernians were founded amidst the

and Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Mission in Red Cliff.
Saturday anticipated Mass: 4
p.m. in chapel
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. and 9:30
a.m. in church
Confession: After every Mass
or by request
Eucharistic adoration: 6:308:30 p.m. Tuesday in chapel

St. Patrick Church
541 S. Interocean, Holyoke |
970-854-2762
St. Patrick Holyoke rests in the
vast open farmland of the Eastern Plains, just 15 miles from
the state border with Nebraska,
and not far from Wyoming and
Kansas. It was established as a
mission in 1893, and today
serves some 200 families.
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. (English),
4 p.m. (Spanish on first, third
and fifth Sunday)
Daily Mass: 8 a.m. Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Confession: 1-2 p.m. Saturday
or by request
Eucharistic adoration: First Friday for one hour following 8
a.m. Mass

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archen.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
brutal Cromwellian conquest of
Ireland in the 1600s. Oliver
Cromwell led an army to take
over the country for the English
Parliament and a series of penal
laws were passed against
Catholics. Land was confiscated
and priests were killed.
“The Hibernians would take
the priests underground and
move him village to village to
keep them safe,” O’Toole said.
The order later came to the
United States and became a welcoming group and advocate for
poor and disadvantaged Irish
immigrants.
The order in Colorado wants
to continue this tradition by
serving the poor in Denver.
On the second Saturday of the
month, members provide meal
service at Catholic Charities’
Samaritan House in Denver.
A portion of funds raised
through the Carrigan Division’s
events are sent to support St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary in Denver.
For men, the order is a way to
show pride in their heritage
while developing their faith.

See Heritage, Page 9
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ANCIENT ORDER
OF HIBERNIANS

“It really excited me that the
two were tied together—that my
Irish heritage and Catholic heritage was the same,” Tiedemann
said.
He became more involved in
the order after his faith took a
greater part of his life, he said.
The group makes it possible to
deepen his Catholicism in a way
he and other Irish men enjoy.
“Its just living the faith and being in love with the faith and trying to find a group of guys who
feel the same way,” he said.

The Hibernians are a Catholic,
Irish American fraternal organization founded in New York
City in 1836. Membership is
confined to men 16 years and
older who are practicing Roman Catholics of Irish birth or
descent and are United States
citizens. The order strives to
foster and preserve Irish culture—art, dance, music and
sports—and provides a continuing bridge with Ireland for
those who are generations removed.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

Contact:
mcdivision@milehibernians.com.
Website:
www.milehibernians.com

EVERYONE’S IRISH FOR THE DAY
Many cities, including Denver, host an annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. In 1906, the Ancient Order
of Hibernians (the oldest and largest Irish Catholic organization in the U.S., see related story in this
week’s Register) organized what may have been Denver’s first St. Patrick’s Day parade, followed by
high Mass with Father William O’Ryan’s sermon on “Ireland’s Loyalty to Patrick’s Faith,” a grand reception, and evening ball.
St. Patrick’s Day parades went out of style during the 1920s when anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant organizations frowned on such
displays seen as “un-American.” The local parade was
PARADE ROUTE
revived in the early 1960s.
This year’s parade in Denver,
one of the largest in the country, kicks off at 10 a.m. March
16 at Coors Field at 27th and
Blake streets. It continues
west on Blake and finishes
back at Coors Field around
1:30 p.m. For more information, visit www.denverst
patricksdayparade.com.
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ASSET to break ‘crippling bonds’ of poverty, say supporters
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A switch in position among
state legislators paved the way
for the long-awaited passage

of a bill allowing illegal immigrant students to pay lower
college tuition rates.
The state House and Senate
passed Senate Bill 33—known
as the ASSET bill—that would
give students who graduate
from a Colorado high school
the ability to attend college at
an in-state rate regardless of
their immigration status.
Gov. John Hickenlooper is
expected to sign it.
Republicans who opposed
previous versions of the bill
proposed over the last 10
years showed a change of
heart this session by voting to
support a brighter future for
immigrants seeking an education.
Rep. Kevin Priola, R-Henderson, who said he never had
a chance to vote on the bill,
showed his support this session because of his Catholic
faith.
“Most of it is my faith and
understanding the dignity of

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

YOUNG people rally for immigrants' rights in this file photo
from 2008.
the individual. In God’s eyes
we’re all created equal,” he
said. “Through my own personal experience as well,
growing up around a lot of immigrants and immigrant children, I know how important

Sex-ed
From Page 6
Colorado Democrats approved House Bill 1081 in early February. The division was
clearly partisan, with all 37
Democrats favoring the proposal and all 28 Republicans
voting it down. On March 7,
the bill passed a line vote and
now is headed to the full Senate for debate.
Currently, Colorado public
schools are not required by
law to offer sexual education
but if a school district does
decide to, it must include abstinence information as part
of the course. Also, school districts are not required to discuss contraception, STDs or
HIV/AIDS. The state does not
regulate private schools, including parochial.
There are several reasons
for mounting opposition to
the proposed new law.
Perhaps the most debated
issue comes with the bill’s automatic enrollment for students. Unless parents object
and remove their children
from the program, students in
public schools will be mandated to take the course.
The Center for Relationship
Education, a Denver-based
nonprofit that focuses on fostering and creating stable and
healthy marriages and relationships, also is against the
bill.

Aquila
From Page 2
tion of abolishing the death
penalty. I support its abolition.
I pray you will too.

education and succeeding in
life is to them.”
Some in his party objected to
the bill citing concerns about
the fiscal impact and the federal law on illegal immigrants. He
said the cost of the bill is not
significant and will yield a great
benefit to society—helping future leaders develop their maximum potential.
“I’m also hopeful the federal
government will figure out
some compromise in the next
two to four years that will make
this a moot point,” he added.
The Colorado Catholic Conference and the state’s three
Catholic Charities organizations urged support for the bill
that would uphold the inherent
dignity of persons and provide
a powerful antidote to poverty.
“We already recognize the
importance of educating the
undocumented among us, and
we provide them with a public
school education,” announced
Catholic Charities of Denver,

Pueblo and Central Colorado
in a statement. “Most important, these brothers and sisters
are human beings worthy of
treatment in keeping with their
inherent human dignity. …
Rather than lock these young
adults into cycles of poverty
that will ultimately cost the
community so much, we have
an opportunity to help break
those crippling bonds through
education and the prospects
that come with it.”
Senators Greg Brophy, RWray; Owen Hill, R-Colorado
Springs; and Larry Crowder, RAlamosa, voted for the bill.
Rep. Jim Wilson, R-Salida, also
voted for the bill.
If it is signed by the governor, the bill will enable students to attend public colleges and universities at a lower tuition rate. Currently, students in the country must pay
non-resident rates which can
reach two to three times higher than the in-state rate.

Executive Director Tammy
Borgias said the center does
not support the measure for
various reasons, the foremost
being that there is already a lot
of state legislation focusing on
this topic.
“It doesn’t do anything new,”
she said. “It also doesn’t enhance the standards.”
One of the biggest concerns
of her organization is that the
funding included with the bill
would not be used for sexual
risk avoidance; it could only be
applied toward comprehensive
sexual education. Borgias said
a recent study shows eight of 10
Republican parents, and seven
of 10 Democrat parents, want
their children taught sexual risk
avoidance.
“Current legislation and state
health standards set by the Education Board are sufficient,”
Borgias said, adding that the
inclusion of HB 1081 would be
a superfluous addition.
State Rep. Amy Stephens, REl Paso County, said the bill,
as is, “is very problematic.”
She said that Colorado has
been known for its broad variety of messages regarding sex
education and thinks that the
bill would remove that with its
attempt to “institute a
Planned
Parenthood-only
message” into the school systems. To her, abstinence no
longer has a place in the cohesive curriculum, and she mentioned the syrup and jelly that
has been used to illustrate lu-

bricants in current curriculum. Additionally, she said,
“1081 greatly, in terms of parents, takes a swipe at local
control,” adding that she
wants to see an option for
parental control included.
She also notes that the effort
to try to be more inclusive of
other sexuality preferences
could, in the end, be more exclusive because of the definitive kind of curriculum that
would be put in place.
Rep. Chrisanta Duran, DDenver, believes that the abstinence-only approach has
failed, pointing out that the
preferred sex education would
include abstinence, but would
not solely be based on it.
Rep. Dominick Moreno, DCommerce City, argues that the
established sex-ed curriculum
doesn’t deal with the varied
spectrum of sexuality. The bill
mandates that the new program would include teachings
on gay issues, as well as sexuality involving people with disabilities.
A 2011 Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention survey
found that more than 47 percent of high school students
admit to having sex, with 15
percent indicating they have
had sex with four or more partners. For those who had sex
within three months of the survey, three out of five used condoms and 23 percent used a
birth control pill during their
last encounter.

I urge all of you to read the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church, Nos. 2263-2267; and
the “Gospel of Life,” Nos. 27, 40
and 54-57, in order to understand Catholic teaching on the
subject.

I pray that all of us may respond to violence with charity
and justice in the light of the
teaching of Jesus Christ. May
we continue to speak the truth
in the public square and build
a culture of life!
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New evangelization + new media = new hire
TOGETHER IN
PRAYER Greg Willits,
far right with
daughter
tucked under
his arm, and
wife Jennifer,
enjoy praying
the rosary
with their five
children.
Willits now
heads up new
evangelization
efforts in the
Denver Archdiocese as director of Evangelization and
Family Life
Ministries.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY JULIE FILBY

While the Gospel message is
timeless, methods used to deliver it evolve. With that in
mind, the Denver Archdiocese
has created a new leadership
position within the chancery
offices to help unify efforts to
promote the new evangelization.
On Jan. 28, Greg Willits
started as Director of Evangelization and Family Life Ministries, where he will oversee
three existing offices: Evangelization and Catechesis; Marriage and Family Life; and
Youth, Young Adult and Campus Ministry.
“Over recent years, we’ve
become aware of the fact that
although we sit on the
grounds of the (John Paul II)
Center for the New Evangelization, we might not always
have been using the concept
to the best of our ability,” explained Msgr. Thomas Fryar,
V.G., moderator of the curia.
“We thought perhaps we need
to call on the resources of
those who are using some of
the newer models of media
and communication to help
convey the Gospel story.”
Willits, and wife Jennifer,
have been leaders in new
evangelization and new media as founders of New Evangelizers, an apostolate that
helps Catholics know, live and
share their faith more effectively. Some of their ministries
include the Rosary Army dedicated to making and distributing rosaries; “The Catholics
Next Door” radio show and
podcast; and “That Catholic
Show,” a series of DVDs that
explain tenets of the faith with
humor. These ministries will
continue with Jennifer Willits
as executive director.
“I have a love for looking for
new ways to share the good
news,” Greg Willits told the
Denver Catholic Register March
6 from his office on the campus
of the John Paul II Center.

BOOKS BY GREG
WILLITS

WHAT IS THE NEW
EVANGELIZATION?

“The Catholics Next Door: Adventures in Imperfect Living,”
Servant Books, 2012, by Greg
and Jennifer Willits, available
at www.amazon.com

“The new evangelization boils
down to knowing your faith, living your faith, and sharing your
faith. (It’s) not just about head
knowledge, or showing up to
Mass, or working in a soup
kitchen. It’s all those things
and more, with Christ truly at
the center of our lives. It’s an
opportunity for us to acknowledge that each of us can know
our faith better, and that’s OK,
but today’s the day I’ll start to
actually do things to increase
my knowledge.”

“The New Evangelization and
You: Be Not Afraid,” Servant
Books, to be released May 28,
2013, pre-order at www.ama
zon.com

“With technology today, there
are so many ways of developing incredible resources that
anyone can access whether
they’re tech savvy or not.”
Prior to entering full-time
ministry, Willits, 42, worked in
information technology for 10
years.
“More than anything,” he
continued, “I hope this office
can help fan the flames of new
evangelization, particularly in
areas related to family. …
There is a great opportunity
right now for all of us to dive
more deeply into our faith and
share that with our spouses,
children and friends.”
The couple—in the process
of moving to Denver from Atlanta—has five children, ranging from 4 to 15.
“We’re not starting with
somebody that just has theory, as much as somebody who
has lived the experience,” said
Msgr. Fryar. “We’re looking for
Greg to help us, especially in
supporting, encouraging and
promoting Catholic ideas
about family. He and his wife
have manifested that in the
nature of their family, and in
regards to their (apostolates).
“They’ve been very much
about what we’re looking to
have happen here.”
While the family is giving up
a lot to move to Denver, Willits
said, it was obvious God was
leading them here.
“The Archdiocese of Denver
is incredibly blessed with so

—Greg Willits,
Director of Evangelization and
Family Life Ministries

many faithful people and an
amazing number of local
Catholic organizations,” he
said. “I firmly believe, while already fervently involved in the
new evangelization (the archdiocese) is really just starting.
“With the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we all have the potential to do amazing things
for Christ and his Church.”
During the first few months,
Willits will meet with as many
parish leaders as possible to
get a better understanding of
how they can be more successful on a local level.
“I want to hear what people
want that would help them to
know, live and share their faith
more effectively and productively,” he said.
Msgr. Fryar anticipates hearing Willits’ ideas and plans following his assessment.
“I think he will have an awful lot to challenge us on,” Msgr. Fryar said. “No doubt he
will have some dynamic ideas
that will help to move us forward.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

1 2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

MARCH 13, 2013 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Holy smoke! Denver man to rally
faithful when white appears
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A Denver man is rallying fellow
Catholics at home and abroad to celebrate together once a new pope is elected.
When white smoke emerges from the
Sistine Chapel in Rome, signaling to the
world that a pope has been elected,
OneBillionStories.com president Seth DeMoor is urging people to take to the streets
with banners, song and joyful words to
show their support for the pontiff.
“We want the world to see the joy
Catholics have for supporting the new
pope,” said DeMoor, a professional video
producer and founder of the nonprofit, in
an interview with the Denver Catholic
Register.
The day the pope is elected, the Denver
rally will be held 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
outside the state Capitol along the sidewalk of Lincoln Street and East Colfax Avenue. If a large crowd gathers, the rally
will move at 5 p.m. to the Marian Garden
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. in Den-

ver, only blocks from the Capitol. Mass
will then be celebrated at 5:30 p.m.
In the event that white smoke appears
at or after 4:30 p.m., the rally will be held
the following day.
The appearance of white smoke from
the chimney of the conclave room is a tradition of papal elections. Cardinals will
conduct a secret ballot until someone receives a two-thirds majority. The ballots
are burned creating black smoke. Once
there is a consensus, white smoke appears from the chimney, telling the outside world a pope has been selected.
DeMoor hopes rallies will take place in
cities across the Untied States and into
the public square to show support for the
pope and the Church’s teachings.
At the Denver rally, faithful are invited
to bring signs, pictures of the new pope,
musical instruments, Vatican flags and
face paint.
Follow news about the rally by following the Twitter hash tag #rallyforthe pope.
Visit www.rallyforthepope.com for more
information and participating cities.

OUR LADY of
Loreto Church
is opening a
new Catholic
school in August. The
school, housed
in the St.
Joseph Ministry Center attached to the
Foxfield parish,
will open to
students in
kindergarten
through fifth
grade.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON FALEIDE OF FALEIDE ARCHITECTS P.C.

School
From Page 1
will teach that one must believe (have
faith) in order to know. And we will teach
that, therefore, from faith comes the capacity to love. We will teach that love is the
child of faith. We will teach that only one
who believes in truth can truly love.”
Students will learn these truths in class
sizes ranging from 15 to 25. Children with
mild to moderate special needs can be
accommodated.
Worship and prayer will be foundational at the school where Mass will be celebrated weekly. Msgr. Buelt said he wants
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy to instill
in students their contemplative and
apostolic charism, focused on being people of prayer who serve.
“That charism is something I very
much want to teach and instill in our children and families, namely, to be men and
women and families who pray and so to
be disciples of Jesus who love and serve as
he has loved and served us,” he said.
The newness of the school is a great
grace, he said—one that will enable the
parish to build a new culture.
“As a new school, we will be able to
build the Catholic culture of the school
from the ground up in partnership with
the parents, children, and families who

OUR LADY OF LORETO
SCHOOL
Open to grades kindergarten-fifth for
the 2013-2014 school year
Where: 18000 E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield
Registration: parishioners March 9-22;
non-parishioners March 23-29
Tuition: parishioners about $5,100; nonparishioners about $6,375
Forms: online at
www.ourladyofloreto.org
Contact: 303-766-3800
Curriculum details:
http://archden.org/index.cfm/ID/106/Cu
rriculum-Guideline
School philosophy: summarized in “The
Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools”
by Archbishop J. Michael Miller

are its first students,” Msgr. Buelt said.
“Because of this newness, we will not be
constricted or constrained by the old
ways of doing things. We will be able
through the Church’s new evangelization
to work to build a new civilization of love.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.la
point@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DC
RegisterNissa
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Fifth-graders swarm Cathedral Basilica, buzz about it’s beauty
BY JULIE FILBY

Eyes were wide and a few jaws
dropped, as hundreds of 10- and
11-year-olds streamed into Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception March 8
for the annual Fifth Grade Mass.
“It’s huge, it’s amazing,” said
Jack Hagan, 11, from St. Thomas
More School in Centennial, who
was visiting the “mother church”
of the archdiocese for the first
time.
“For many of them, it’s their
first visit to the cathedral,” explained Sister Elizabeth Youngs,
associate superintendent of
Catholic schools. “We see it as a
time for fifth-graders to be
among their peers in a setting
other than sports and have an
opportunity to make a personal
contact with the archbishop.”
A total of 558 students from 19
schools attended the Mass, along
with teachers, parents and pastors. Another Fifth Grade Mass
had been celebrated previously,
on Feb. 20, for the additional 19
schools in the archdiocese. There
are a total of 1,027 fifth-graders
enrolled in Catholic schools.
For a small group in the front
row, the day was particularly
meaningful. Seven of the eight
fifth-graders from St. Anthony
School in Sterling, along with
teacher Gayle Japp and principal Joe Skerjanec, traveled two
hours to be at the Mass. Earlier
in the year, the school was in
danger of closing before more
than $1 million in money and
pledges were raised.
“We got to witness a real miracle,” said Japp.
Some schools had the opportunity to serve in the liturgy including Nativity of Our Lord in
Broomfield as altar servers, Most
Precious Blood in Denver students as gift bearers, St. James in
Denver provided the lector, and
the choir represented Christ the
King School in Denver.
The choir’s two fifth-grade
members, Nia Taubr and
Samantha Buyungo, shared
cantor duties.

He encouraged the young
people to see Jesus as a friend,
and enter into a personal relationship with him.
Emma Speshock, 11, from St.
Joseph School in Fort Collins,
appreciated the archbishop’s
message and the chance to meet
him after Mass when he greeted
students personally.
“(His homily) was really awesome,” she said. “He was really

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN FOR THE DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila engages students during the homily of the Fifth Grade Mass at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception Feb. 20.

WHY FIFTH GRADE?
This is the 20th year for the annual Fifth Grade Mass, instituted in 1993
by then Denver archbishop, Cardinal James Stafford. At this year’s
March 8 Mass, the Denver Catholic Register asked students: “Why do
you think Cardinal Stafford picked fifth grade?” Below are a couple of
their responses, along with the bottom line from Cardinal Stafford.

“Because we’re in between being ‘smart’ and ‘that smart.’”
—Nia Taubr, 11, Christ the King School, Denver

“Not like second-graders, or third-graders, or kindergarteners; in
fifth grade we know what Church means: it means praying and being
with God.”
—Drew Maersch, 10, St. Thomas More School, Centennial

“Fifth-graders are chosen to attend this liturgical celebration of the
Eucharist because you are studying sacraments this year, and you
are at an age when you can begin to appreciate your membership in
the community of the Church.”
—Cardinal James Stafford, in a May 24, 1994, letter to Nativity of
Our Lord School in Broomfield

“We were a little nervous,”
said Buyungo, who described
the congregation as “a lot of fifth
graders.”
The two Fifth Grade Masses
were
Archbishop
Samuel
Aquila’s first since being named
archbishop last summer. In an
interactive homily, delivered
from the cathedral’s main aisle,
he reflected on the day’s Gospel
from Mark (12: 28-34) where Jesus shared the two greatest
commandments: love God with
all your heart, soul, mind and

strength; and love your neighbor
as yourself.
“As a newborn, did you know
how to love?” he asked the students.
“How did you learn?” he continued, calling on children
whose hands shot up in the air.
“From people loving you,” he
responded. “And that love
grows, especially the more we
put God first. ... It brings about a
peace and a joy when we love
God above all things, and love
our neighbor as our self.”

LENTEN PARISH PENANCE CELEBRATIONS
During Lent, parishes in the Denver Archdiocese will hold special times for penance celebrations for
Catholics seeking the sacrament of reconciliation. Read the listing below for a schedule of these services. Unless otherwise indicated, the services will be in English; bilingual will be in English and Spanish.
March 14: 7 p.m., bilingual, Holy
Name, Englewood, 303-7816093

March 18: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
Nicholas, Platteville, 970-7852143

March 14: 7 p.m., Immaculate
Conception, Lafayette, 303-6655103

March 18: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
Theresa, Frederick, 303-8333993

March 14: 7 p.m., St. Mark, Westminster, 303-466-8720

March 19: 7 p.m., Christ on the
Mountain, Lakewood, 303-9882222

March 21: 10 a.m., Risen Christ,
Denver, 303-758-8826

March 19: 7 p.m., Risen Christ,
Denver, 303-758-8826

March 21: 7 p.m., St. Jude, Lakewood, 303-988-6435

March 19: 7 p.m., bilingual, St.
John the Baptist, Johnstown,
970-587-2881

March 21: 7 p.m., St. Anthony,
Sterling, 970-522-6422

March 14: 7 p.m., St. Mary, Greeley, 970-352-1742
March 15: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Vietnamese and English, Our Lady of
Lourdes, Denver, 303-722-6861
March 16: 10 a.m., bilingual, St.
Michael the Archangel, Aurora,
303-690-6797

March 19: 7 p.m., St. Vincent de
Paul, Denver, 303-744-6119
March 21: 9 a.m., Presentation
of Our Lady, Denver, 303-5344882
March 21: 6:30 p.m., St. Thomas
More, Centennial, 303-770-1155

March 21: 7 p.m., St. Peter, Greeley, 970-352-1060

nice and I got to take a picture
with him.”
Each student received a
wooden cross necklace blessed
by Archbishop Aquila.
“Know that I pray for you
every day,” he told them. “(I
pray) that your faith will continue to grow and deepen each
day.”

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Adoration for Papal Conclave: at
any eucharistic adoration chapel at
parishes in the Denver Archdiocese.
Join an initiative to spend 15 minutes before Christ in thanksgiving
for pope emeritus Benedict XVI and
for the conclave. Sign up at
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F45
A8A72E5-papal. For questions,
email papaladoration@gmail.com.
Through March 18
Eucharistic Vigil: for deacon candidates at Christ the King Chapel in
St. John Vianney Seminary, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Pray for candidates who will be ordained to the
transitional diaconate 10 a.m.
March 16 at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception. Visit
www.priest4christ.com for details.
March 15: 8 p.m.-midnight
Holy Hour: for the conversion of
priests and more religious vocations at Holy Trinity Parish’s adoration chapel, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Held on the third
Thursday of every month. All are invited. Call 303-427-7931 for details.
March 21: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Desolata Service: devotional to Our
Lady of Sorrows at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish, 3549 Navajo
St., Denver. Music and relfection.
Free will offering. Call 303-4550447 for details.
March 22: 7 p.m.

Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Held on the fourth
Tuesday of every month through
Nov. 19. Call 303-414-2255 or email
smcdermott@ourladyofloreto.org
for details.
March 26: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.

Christ in the City Lenten Charitable
Event: at Holy Name Parish, 3290
W. Milan Ave., Englewood. Father
Jim Crisman will talk about encountering Christ in Lent. Includes appetizers. Free will offerings will support the missionary work of Christ
in the City. For details, call 303952-9743 or email info@christin
thecitymissionaries.com.
March 14: 7 p.m.
Citizenship Workshop: for those
wanting to learning how to become a
U.S. citizen at Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., Denver.
USCIS will answer questions about
the application and inteview process.
Call 303-295-9470 for details.
March 16: 10 a.m.-noon

4655 Humboldt St., Denver. Includes dinner, dancing, auctions
and live entertainment. Tickets are
$100 per person or $95 for alumni.
Visit www.machebeuf.org or call
303-344-0082 ext. 122 for details.
March 23: 6 p.m.-11 p.m.

Romance without Regret Talk: by
Jason Evert at St. Mary Parish,
6853 S. Prince St., Littleton. Another presentation for parents on
March 18 on “Raising Pure Teens.”
Call 720-283-4728 for details. No
cost or RSVP.
March 17: 7 p.m.

LARK Dinner and Auction: to benefit
Regis Jesuit High School at the National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt St., Denver. Benefit supports
tuition assitance fund and school
expenses. Celebrate the dinner’s
40th anniversary. Online auction
held March 13-22. Cost is $150 per
person. Register by March 25. Visit
www.regisjesuit.com/lark2013 or
call 303-269-8040.
April 13: 4:30 p.m.-10 p.m.

Rediscovering and Praying the
Beatitudes: Lenten Mission in the
parish center at Shrine of St. Anne
Parish, 7555 Grant Place, Arvada.
Former Denver Catholic Biblical
School director Thomas Smith will
talk about increasing faith and
deepening prayer lives by praying
the beatitudes. No cost or RSVP.
Visit www.shrineofstanne.org or
call 303-420-1280 for details.
March 17-19: each night at 7 p.m.

Interactive Stations of the Cross:
at Blessed John XXIII, 1220 University Ave., Fort Collins. Accompany
Christ while walking through the
stations. Call 970-484-3356 for details.
March 29: 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Theology on Tap Denver: at Katie
Mullen's Irish Pub and Restaurant,
1550 Court Place, Denver. Father
John Riley will present on "Confessions From the Other Side of the
Screen" during this young adult
gathering. The sacrament of reconciliation will be available before
and during the talk.
March 18: 7:30 p.m.

Loretto 200th Jubilee Exhibit:
called “Serving Denver Since 1864”
at the Denver Public Library, 10 W.
14th Ave. Parkway, Denver. Open
during regular library hours. Call
303-783-0450 for more information.

Craft, Garage and Bake Sale: at
Holy Family Parish, 4380 Utica St.,
Denver. Call 303-455-1664 for details.
March 23: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
March 24: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Through March 17
40 Days for Life: campaigns to
pray, fast, witness to and raise
awareness of the dignity of life at
locations in Denver, Boulder, Greeley and Fort Collins. No cost or
RSVP necessary. Visit www.40days
forlife.com for location details and
vigil schedule.
Through March 24

St. Joseph’s Table: to support charities at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, 3549 Navajo St., Denver.
Sample food at this annual Italian
feast. Donations given to charities.
Call 303-455-0447 for details.
March 23: 4 p.m.; March 24: noon
Wild West Buffalo Ball: to benefit
Bishop Machebeuf High School at
the National Western Complex,

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Offsetting Tuition Costs Meeting:
held by Universal Education Supporters (UES) at Bishop Machebeuf
High School, 458 Uinta Way, Denver.
Parents, volunteers and students
over 16 may learn how to offset
costs and support their school. All
are invited. No cost. Call 303-5737837 for details.
March 14: 6 p.m.
CANCELLED BLACK CATHOLIC
RETREAT: at the Sacred Heart Retreat House. Faithful may still take
silent retreat. Refunds also available. Call 303-688-4198 ext. 122 for
more information.
March 15-17
How to Share Your Faith Workshop:
at the John Paul II Center campus,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. James
Cavanagh and Aimee Cooper to
present on basic evangelization for
Catholics. Cost is $25. Call 303-7153260 to register.
March 16: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Writing Workshop: at Most Precious
Blood Church, 2250 S. Harrison St.,
Denver. Write your life story inspired by the Psalms. Cost is $15.
Register in advance by emailing
macrina@mpbdenver.org or calling
303-756-3083.
March 19: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
The Philosophy of Sex Lecture: at
the Tivoli Student Union, 900 Auraria Parkway, Denver. Dawn Eden,
author of “My Peace I Give You:
Healing Sexual Wounds With the
Help of the Saints” will explore the
nature of human sexuality.
March 19: 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Discerning God’s Will Workshop: at
Bonfils Hall on the John Paul II Center campus, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Father Tim Gallagher will lead
in prayer and reflection. Bring a
Bible and writing materials. Cost is
$100. Call 303-298-1498 or visit
www.lantericenter.org.
March 23-24
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