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Faithful invited to make Year of
Faith pilgrimage in archdiocese
BY JULIE FILBY
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Considering them precious
keepsakes, travelers often keep
their passports long after they’ve
expired.
They tuck them away with
other sentimental treasures,
bringing them out every now
and then to be transported back
to a special time and place. That
passport, that physical reminder, provides a timeline of
experiences—the good and
even the bad—that came together to make a journey meaningful.
To inspire Colorado Catholics
on their Lenten and Easter journeys during the Year of Faith, the
Archdiocese of Denver is offering such a keepsake: a Year of
Faith Pilgrim Passport and Map.
The Pilgrim Passport and
Map is intended to accompany
the faithful as they journey
through the archdiocese’s eight
Year of Faith pilgrimage sites
from Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13,
through Pentecost Sunday,
May 19.
The sites—seven churches
and a shrine—as designated by
Archbishop Samuel Aquila at
the start of the Year of Faith,
stretch from the state’s northwestern corner, to the eastern
plains, to the Rocky Mountains,
and throughout the wider Denver metro area.
“Pilgrimage always has a purpose,” said Ben Akers, co-chair
of the archdiocesan Year of Faith
Committee. “You’re taking time

THE Denver Catholic Register is offering a Pilgrim Passport and
Map to aid those faithful who aim to visit the eight archdiocesan
sites designated by Archbishop Samuel Aquila to earn the special Year of Faith indulgence. See the passport and map on
Pages 9-10.
out of your busy life and making
a concerted effort to visit Our
Lord present in that church.
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“The Lord is pleased with
that,” he continued. “He knows
how busy you are. He just wants

you to ‘look up’ (at him) every
once in a while … imagine the
immense joy that brings him.”
The Pilgrim Passport and Map
(see Pages 9-10) lists the sites,
their corresponding addresses,
and a question unique to each
location. To record movement,
pilgrims are asked to virtually
“stamp” their passport as they
journey. Instead of obtaining a
traditional rubber stamp, pilgrims can consider their passport “stamped” once they have
written the answer to the unique
question for a site on their passport.
On or before May 19, pilgrims
who visit six or more sites, are
asked to send a photocopy of
their passport to the Denver
Catholic Register and Year of
Faith Committee to receive the
following recognition:
Six sites: Pilgrims will be recognized in print in the Register.
Seven sites: Pilgrims will receive a blessed Year of Faith
commemorative lapel pin and
be recognized in print in the
Register.
Eight sites: Pilgrims who visit
all eight sites will receive a certificate signed by Archbishop
Aquila, a blessed Year of Faith
commemorative lapel pin, and
be recognized in print in the
Register.
The first person to submit a
completed passport, visiting all
eight sites, will be invited to
meet with Archbishop Aquila at

See Pilgrimage, Page 8

YEAR OF FAITH: ‘LUMEN GENTIUM’
“Lumen Gentium” is one of four constitutions
promulgated by Vatican II. It is also called the Constitution on the Church. This important document
focuses on the “mystery,” or essential nature and
purpose, of the Church. The “universal call to holiness” is an important teaching of “Lumen Gentium”: “The Lord Jesus, the divine teacher and
model of all perfection, preached holiness of life to
each and every one of his disciples of every condition … all the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of
the Christian life and to the perfection of charity” (40).
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Author-researcher to shed light
on sexual revolution myths
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Let us know the truth
and adhere to it
Two weeks ago, hundreds of thousands of Americans
converged in Washington, D.C., for the annual March for
Life. The march is an opportunity to witness to the right
to life and to pray for an end to abortion. Many attendees
were Catholic, and of them, most were young people.
If you didn’t go to Washington, D.C., you may not know
much about the March for Life. Cable news networks
barely mentioned it in their coverage. National newspapers, including the New York Times ran short, poorly researched stories. Though reliable estimates put the crowd
at more than 650,000 people, some media outlets reported “tens of thousands” had arrived in Washington. Many
in the media do not want to promote the largest annual
protest against the culture of death industry and the
peaceful youth who endorse a culture of life.
I saw the march for
EVENTS
myself and so I know the
crowd was large, youthWhat: Archbishop’s Lecture
ful and incredibly posiSeries
tive. Many from our own
Speaker: Author-researcher
archdiocese attended.
Mary Eberstadt
The day was an unforgettable celebration of
When: 7 p.m. Feb. 11
life that will make a difWhere: Bonfils Hall, JPII Cenference for our nation.
ter, Denver
But with only the secular
media’s reports, the
march would seem to be
What: Living the Catholic Faith
a small, angry protest of
Conference
hateful people “behind
When: March 1-2
the times.”
Where: Colorado Convention
Last week, the Holy FaCenter, Denver
ther reminded Christians
that “faith is knowing the
truth and adhering to it.”
But without seeing it for yourself, it can be very difficult
to know what is true these days. To know the truth and
adhere to it, we need reliable teachers and witnesses,
those who can truthfully convey the state of our world
and our role in it.
We cannot live a life of faith without reliable teachers to
point us to truth.
Next Monday, Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. in Bonfils Hall of the John
Paul II Center in Denver, the Archdiocese of Denver will
welcome Mary Eberstadt to lecture on the “Myths of the
Sexual Revolution.” Eberstadt is a researcher at Stanford
University and a successful journalist and author. Her book
“Adam and Eve after the Pill,” conveys compellingly and
clearly the danger contraception poses to each one of us, to
our community and to our world. I pray that all of you will
be present to hear Eberstadt speak.
Next month, on March 1 and 2, the archdiocese will
hold its annual Living the Catholic Faith Conference at
the Colorado Convention Center in Denver. The conference features speakers from across the country who will
speak the truth about our Church, our families and our
role as Christians in the public square. The Living the
Catholic Faith Conference is for everyone—it is an opportunity to spend time in prayer and fellowship, and to be
formed in truth. If you have never attended the conference before, I encourage you to register and attend in this
Year of Faith.
When Jesus went before Pilate at the end of his life, Pilate
famously asked “What is truth?” Pilate could not recognize
truth, could not understand it and so he could not receive
Jesus Christ, standing before him. All of us are asked, like
Pilate, to decide what role Christ will play in our lives. I pray
we will know who the truth is—it is the Person, Jesus
Christ—and that we will come into personal relationship
with him, for he is the truth who will set us free.

called sexual revolution and
contraceptive mentality in a
It’s one of the more impact- way that is refreshing and in a
ful cultural revolutions in the way that can be appreciated
history of mankind,
by people of faith, but
but what did the sexualso people with a
al revolution leave in
more secular outits wake?
look,” Flynn said.
Mary Eberstadt, au“Mary makes incredithor of “Adam and Eve
ble rational arguAfter the Pill: Paradoxments to counter the
es of the Sexual Revoconfusion of the sexlution,” says it’s not
ual
libertarianism
MARY
the unmitigated boon
EBERSTADT that plagues our culit’s often touted to be.
ture.”
The post-contraceptive pill
In her book, Eberstadt unworld ushered in by the revo- packs the revolution and the
lution is rather one of de- development of the birth concreased happiness of women, trol pill in the early 1960s.
increased male pornography
Until the 1930s, many
addictions, a “hookup” cul- churches and faiths acknowlture, victimization of the un- edged the danger of a “sexualborn and a rise in broken ly free” society via artificial
homes.
contraception. When condemnation of it began to end,
birth control spread and im“Many people think
pacted the lives of men,
the concern over
women and children.
contraception is ‘just
“Many people think the
concern over contraception is
a Catholic thing,’ but
‘just a Catholic thing,’ but that
that isn't true,”
isn't true,” Eberstadt told the
Mary Eberstadt Denver Catholic Register. “It isAuthor of “Adam and Eve Af- n't true historically, for inter the Pill: Paradoxes of the stance, all the Protestant
Sexual Revolution” churches were also united in
banning contraception up until the 1930s, when the AngliEberstadt is bringing her cans broke with Christian
keen insights to Denver this teaching on that subject and
month.
most of the rest of the ProtesShe will discuss her book tant churches later followed
and the myths of the sexual them. It isn't true intellectualrevolution as a guest speaker ly, either, that this revolution
at the Archbishop’s Lecture has proceeded without conSeries 7 p.m. Feb. 11 in Bonfils cern on the part of social obHall on the John Paul II Center servers.”
campus, 1300 S. Steele St. in
She addresses the revoluDenver.
tion’s impact specifically on
The lecture series, started women, men, children and
by former Denver Archbishop young adults.
Charles Chaput—now archEberstadt artfully shows how
bishop of Philadelphia—and the paradoxes of the revolution
the Augustine Institute, is a are rampant, from a release of
tradition for the archdiocese. women from the “chains” of
Some of the holiest and fertility to an actual drop in rebrightest thinkers come to ported happiness, and from
speak in Denver at the lecture less burdened men to men
series, said J.D. Flynn, chan- who’ve actually been weakcellor of the Denver Archdio- ened and more addicted to
cese. Eberstadt will be the last pornography. Furthermore, the
lecture before the spring lec- intended sexual “freedom” of
ture series.
women has led to a college
“I think Mary is talking campus culture of date rape,
about the impact of the so- binge drinking and “hookups.”

ARCHBISHOP’S
LECTURE SERIES
Speaker: Author-researcher
Mary Eberstadt
Title: “Myths of the Sexual
Revolution”
When: 7 p.m. Feb. 11
Where: Bonfils Hall, John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver
Seating: Open seating
Questions: Call 303-715-3230
or email info@archden.org

Her book is not a manifesto
or a call to activism, Eberstadt
notes, but a hope that readers
will seek to understand the
fallout of the revolution that
may be the most consequential of all.
In her last chapter, Eberstadt
highlights the truly prophetic
encyclical by Pope Paul VI titled
“Humanae Vitae.”
“Outside the Catholic world,
and sometimes even within its
dissident ranks, ‘Humanae Vitae’ is the most reviled and
mocked global document of
the last half century,” Eberstadt
told the Register. “There's a
great irony in that fact, as I argue in the book, because if you
actually read that document,
you see that it predicts the fallout of the sexual revolution
better than any other single
text one can name.”
Many of his grim predictions about the moral and cultural consequences of the pill
are true today, she writes, noting that “there are more than
enough ironies, both secular
and religious, to make one
swear there’s a humorist in
heaven.”
Eberstadt is a research fellow at the Hoover Institution,
consulting editor to Policy Review and a contributing writer
to First Things. Her previous
books include “The Loser Letters” and “Home-Alone America.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Anointing provides God’s grace in time of illness

REAL LIFE CATHOLIC

BY JULIE FILBY

FEB. 11: WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
While anointing of the sick,
previously called “last rites,”
has historically been associated with the dying, it is a sacrament for the living.
“All sacraments are for the
living,” said Deacon Charles
Parker, director of the Office of
Liturgy for the Archdiocese of
Denver. “Anointing of the sick
is not the last sacrament anymore, the Church says Holy
Communion (Viaticum) is.”
Anointing of the sick is for
those who are seriously impaired by sickness, old age, or
will be having serious surgery.
It is meant to provide grace,
peace and courage to help
overcome difficulties and anxiety, strengthen one from “discouragement and anguish in
the face of death,” and lead
the person to “healing of the
soul but also of the body if
such is God’s will” (Catechism
of the Catholic Church No.
1520).
It is administered by a priest
because it is often accompanied by the sacrament of reconciliation.
“People often waited till the
last moment to receive it and
to have their last confession
heard,” said Deacon Parker.
“But now the sacrament can
be administered with or without confession.
“So don’t wait till 3 a.m. on a
Friday to call Father to the
hospital,” he advised. “Call on
the first onset of serious illness.”
No one should wait until
their loved one is unconscious
and close to death because
the person who is sick should
be able to participate in the
sacrament to the extent that
they’re able, he said. But when

On Feb. 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, the Church will celebrate World Day of the Sick. The day, instituted by Blessed John
Paul II in 1992, was chosen to be on the feast of Lourdes because
so many pilgrims to the holy site have reportedly been healed by
the intercession of the Blessed Mother.
World Day of the Sick reminds the faithful to pray intensely and
sincerely for those who are sick, invites Christians to reflect on and
respond to human suffering, and recognizes all persons who work
in health care and serve as caregivers.
In a message for the 2013 World Day of the Sick, Pope Benedict
XVI called on everyone to be a “good samaritan.”
“We need to draw from the infinite love of God … for those suffering in body and spirit who ask for our help, whether or not we know
them and however poor they may be,” he wrote in his message for
World Day of the Sick 2013. “This is true, not only for pastoral or
health care workers, but for everyone, even for the
sick themselves.
To read the full message, scan the QR code or visit
www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/
sick/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20130102_worldday-of-the-sick-2013_en.html.

a late-night or early-morning
call is warranted, every rectory has an after-hours phone
number for sacramental
emergencies.
The sacrament of anointing
is one that can be repeated if a
person falls ill again or the
condition becomes more serious.
“It’s not just a one-time offer,” Deacon Parker said. “Just
as we are encouraged to receive Holy Communion frequently, it’s true of all the
sacraments that are repeatable such as reconciliation,
anointing, Holy Eucharist.
It should be repeated as
necessary to give the person
strength, comfort and unite
their suffering with Christ.
“The Church has always believed that redemptive suffering has value,” he said.
Some parishes have a

Lenten traditions return
BY NISSA LAPOINT

It’s just around the corner.
Lent, a 40-day liturgical season
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving in preparation for Easter,
begins Feb. 13 with Ash
Wednesday. The Denver Archdiocese is bringing back a couple of Lenten traditions to help
faithful in making it a fruitful
spiritual season.

Sacrificium wristbands

The Sacrificium bands,
meaning “sacrifice,” are available for parishes and faithful
this Lent.
This year’s adult and youth
wristbands are black, symbolizing the color of ashes. Each
band is imprinted with the Latin word “Sacrificium” and “Year
of Faith.” They are used as a
concrete reminder to wearers

of what they intend to sacrifice.
“It’s a visible sign of Lent,”
said Tony Schoenberger, the
archdiocese’s Office of Liturgy
assistant. “It helps people remember the Lenten promises
that they have made including
fasting, prayer and almsgiving.”
Over the last two years, the
archdiocese
distributed
170,000 wristbands, 74,000 of
which were sold last year, to local parishes and churches as
far as New Zealand and the
Philippines.
This year they are available
for purchase for 25 cents each
or 16 cents each for bulk orders. Those with wristbands are
encouraged to fill out a promise card—available in English,
Spanish and Vietnamese—listing their intended sacrifices.
Wristbands are available at

monthly communal celebration of anointing such as Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
in Denver. On the second Saturday of every month at 8
a.m., a healing Mass is celebrated, followed by anointing
of the sick and a blessing with
a relic of St. Peregrine, the patron saint of cancer and terminal illness.
Attendance at the Mass averages 35 to 70, according to
Servite Father Mark Franceschini, O.S.M., in residence at
the parish; some traveling from
as far as Aurora or Centennial.
“I think it reflects the people’s
need to seek the spiritual help
they hunger for,” said Father
Franceschini.
“The Mass focuses on the
healing of God, regardless of
what healing is needed,” he

See Anointing, Page 6

parishes or directly from the
archdiocese by calling 303-7153221 or emailing tony.schoenberger@arch den.org.
The Sacrificium wristband
project was started by Father
Randy Dollins, pastor of St.
Mary Parish in Breckenridge.

Ash Wednesday at DIA
Priests will be available for
travelers and workers at Denver International Airport Feb.
13 for distribution of ashes,
confession and Liturgy of the
Word services.
Due to popular demand,
priests will hear confessions
between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
Interfaith Chapel on level six,
East Terminal of the airport.
The Liturgy of the Word and
distribution of ashes will take
place at noon and 2 p.m.
The airport is at 8500 Peña
Blvd. in Denver. For more information, contact the Office of
Liturgy at 303-715-3221.

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Relativism made abortion
legal, remains its safeguard
I had the privilege of speaking at the Arlington Diocese March
for Life Youth Rally the evening following the march. Some 6,000
zealous, young pro-lifers were there. The larger venue that day
was at the Verizon Center before the march began: 20,000 young
people were there, with 13,000 more sent to an overflow event.
Planned Parenthood doesn’t have an event for young people
anywhere near this magnitude. Perhaps that’s because prochoice America doesn’t offer anything for young people to celebrate.
Forty years after Roe v. Wade, America is, no doubt, taking a
turn toward life. According to a recent Knights of Columbus’
Marist Poll, 6 in 10 Americans find abortion morally objectionable and 83 percent want to see significant abortion restrictions. And according to a Gallup Poll, more than half of Americans think abortion is “morally wrong” versus just 39 percent
who think it is “morally acceptable.”
A recent Time magazine article reported that “at the state level, abortion-rights activists are unequivocally losing.” North
Dakota, South Dakota, Mississippi and Arkansas are each down
to only one operating abortion clinic. The 2,908 U.S. abortion
mills in 1982 shrank to 1,793 in 2008 (the latest year data is
available). Twenty-four states passed 92 abortion-regulating
provisions in 2011.
But here’s the rub: While America is more clearly seeing the
evil of abortion for what it is, America is still strongly relativist,
and that trend is only growing. According to a Barna group
study, 93 percent of teens do not believe in absolute truth. As
long as they remain relativists, their support of abortion restrictions will only go so far.
The same Knights of Columbus’ Marist poll that found a majority thought abortion was wrong also found that only about
10 percent of Americans believe abortion should always be illegal. It seems they don’t want to impose their morality on others
through legislation—as if we had the power to each create our
own personal, moral universes, or as if every piece of law isn’t
the legislation of morality!
Abortion became legal because of relativism, and relativism
remains abortion’s safeguard.
But when we look straight at a moral evil, the underbelly of
relativism is revealed. Relativism simply doesn’t work in real life.
After the events of 9/11, New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
stood before world delegates at the United Nations and said:
“We’re right and they’re wrong (to have attacked innocent people). It’s as simple as that. … The era of moral relativism …
must come to an end. … There’s no moral way to sympathize
with grossly immoral actions.”
It’s impossible to look at burning bodies jumping from the
Twin Towers and say “I can’t impose my view of right and
wrong in this situation.” Giuliani returned a $10 million gift
from a member of the Saudi royal family, given to help recovery
from the tragedy. He had published a statement along with the
gift that if U.S. foreign policies were different the tragedy might
not have occurred. Giuliani wanted to send a message that
there would be zero compromise with what happened. Circumstances can’t justify an evil like 9/11. Not even a little.
Likewise, when we cut past the endless polemic and hyperfocus on every possible circumstance that might surround an
abortion and simply look at the act, we see something like 9/11
happening under our noses every day. Abortionist Dr. Crist
shared in a testimony that it’s not uncommon to deliver children intact, feet first, hearts still beating. He went on to describe
how he sometimes dismembers the child or crushes the head
to stop the heart and get the fetus out (St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
May 25, 2000). If this act isn’t wrong, what is? If this shouldn’t be
illegal, on what grounds should anything be illegal?
But relativists fail to ask those straight, hard questions. We
consider ourselves more sophisticated if we can dwell in 100
shades of gray instead of seeing things in black and white like
the pro-life fundamentalist. Relativism has turned us into a culture of death—a society of barbarians, though we’re high-class
barbarians. As long as the horror occurs in a sterile hospital

See Stefanick, Page 4

4 l OPINION

FEBRUARY 6, 2013 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

All faithful are called to ‘put out into the deep’
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

The rise of evangelical
Catholicism
For more than 30 years it’s been my privilege to explore the
Catholic Church in all its extraordinary variety and diversity. I’ve
traveled from inner-city parishes to the corridors of the Vatican;
from the barrios of Bogota to the streets of Dublin; across the
United States and throughout Europe, Latin America, Oceania
and the Holy Land. I’ve spoken to Catholics of all states of life
and stations in life, from popes and heads of state to cloistered
nuns and campus ministers and literally thousands of clergy;
with political activists of all stripes and the wonderful people of
the parish in which I’ve lived for almost three decades; with
modern Catholic confessors and martyrs and with men and
women who are troubled in their faith.
The experience has been exhilarating, sometimes exasperating, occasionally depressing; I’ve been immeasurably enriched by all of it, in ways I can never adequately repay. But
I’ve tried to make a small down-payment on a large debt with
the publication of “Evangelical Catholicism: Deep Reform in
the 21st-Century Church” (Basic Books). In the book, I’ve
tried to focus what I’ve learned in more than 30 years of
Catholic thinking, writing and activism through two prisms: a
new interpretation of modern Catholic history linked to a
fresh proposal for how we should understand the Catholic
possibility in the third millennium, and a detailed program of
Gospel-centered reform that will equip the Church for its
evangelical responsibilities in a time of great challenge.
The challenge can be defined simply: throughout the western world, the culture no longer carries the faith, because the
culture has become increasingly hostile to the faith. Catholicism can no longer be absorbed by osmosis from the environment, for the environment has become toxic. So we can
no longer sit back and assume that decent lives lived in conformity with the prevailing cultural norms will, somehow,
convey the faith to our children and grandchildren and invite
others to consider entering the Church.
No, in our new situation, Catholicism has to be proposed,
and Catholicism has to be lived in radical fidelity to Christ and
the Gospel. Recreational Catholicism—Catholicism as a traditional, leisure-time activity absorbing perhaps 90 minutes of
one’s time on a weekend—is over. Full-time Catholicism—a
Catholicism that, as the Second Vatican Council taught, infuses
all of life and calls everyone in the Church to holiness and mission—is the only possible Catholicism in the 21st century.
The Evangelical Catholicism of the future is a Catholicism
of radical conversion, deep fidelity, joyful discipleship and
courageous evangelism. Evangelical Catholics put friendship
with the Lord Jesus at the center of everything: personal
identity, relationships, activity. Evangelical Catholics strive for
fidelity despite the wounds of sin, and do so through a daily
encounter with the Word of God in the Bible and a regular
embrace of Christ through a frequent reception of the sacraments. Evangelical Catholics experience dry seasons and
dark nights, like everyone else; but they live through those
experiences by finding their meaning in a deeper conformity
to the Cross of Christ—on the far side of which is the unmatchable joy of Easter, the experience of which gives the
people of the Church the courage to be Catholic. And evangelical Catholics measure the quality of their discipleship by
whether, and to what extent, they give to others what they
have been given: by the degree to which they deepen others’
friendship with the Lord Jesus Christ, or bring others to meet
the unique savior of the world.
Evangelical Catholics enter mission territory every day, leading lives of integrity and charity that invite from others the
question, “How can you live this way?” That question, in turn,
allows the evangelical Catholic to fulfill the Great Commission
by offering others the Gospel and the possibility of friendship
with Jesus Christ. Having responded to the Risen Lord’s call to
meet him in Galilee, evangelical Catholics go into the world in
witness to the Christ who reveals both the face of the Merciful
Father and the truth about our humanity.
Strong truths generously lived: that’s Evangelical Catholicism.

Feb. 10: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 6:1-8
• Psalm 138:1-8
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
• Luke 5:1-11
Synopsis: The Church is missionary by her very nature (“Ad
Gentes,” 2). From the very beginning the Church has been called
to “put out into the deep” of the
world. The calling of the Church
and of each one of us originates
in our encounter with the living
God. This is the idea behind the
choice of the first reading where
Isaiah describes his calling. He
describes a vision where he saw
the Lord “seated on a high and
lofty throne” in his Temple surrounded by the heavenly host.
Struck with awe and his sense of
utter unworthiness, he prostrates
himself before God. An angel appears who touches his lips with a
burning coal, which signifies the
divine message he’s called to proclaim. At first Isaiah is reluctant,
but by the end of the reading he
responds in confidence: “Here I
am. Send me.” In the second
reading St. Paul recounts his calling. Like Isaiah before him, he felt
wholly unworthy of his office,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Beware civil unions
Everyone
in
Colorado
should be opposed to the current civil unions bill being
pushed, and not just Denver
Catholic Register readers, but
even agnostics. Without the
same legal protections and
moral exemptions as even last
year’s attempt, this bill is not
the “least restrictive” manner
to accomplish a legislative
goal that impinges upon a
First Amendment right. Without changes it should not survive the “strict scrutiny” long
required by federal courts.
Of course the courts are
nothing if not unpredictable,

Stefanick
From Page 3
room and no one has to hear
the baby scream or deal with
the emotional wreckage of the
mother (just feed her some
pills) we’re perfectly comfortable with it.
Worldwide since 1980 there
have been well over 1.2 billion
abortions. There have been
more than 55 million lives
snuffed out by abortion in the
United States alone. In 2010 a
full 40 percent of pregnancies in
New York City ended in abortion, with 48 percent being

calling himself “the least of the
apostles.” He then outlines the
basic Gospel message, or kerygma, which forms the nucleus of
the creed that we say every Sunday. Finally, this week’s Gospel
describes the calling of Peter,
James and John. After witnessing
the miraculous catch of fish, Peter falls at Jesus’ feet saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man” upon which Jesus calls Peter to follow him and commissions him to be “a fisher of men.”
In each case, the calling and
sending of Isaiah, Paul and Peter
was not based on their qualifications, but on God’s election and
grace. The reading mirrors the
pattern of the Mass, which begins with the word of God and
ends with the following of Christ.
Key verse: “Put out into deep
water and lower your nets for a
catch” (Luke 5:4).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Confirmation … gives
us a special strength of the Holy
Spirit to spread and defend the
faith by word and action as true
witnesses of Christ, to confess
the name of Christ boldly, and
never to be ashamed of the
Cross” (No. 1303).
Pope Benedict XVI: “After the
blessing, the deacon or the

priest dismisses the people with
the words: ‘Ite, missa est.’ These
words help us to grasp the relationship between the Mass just
celebrated and the mission of
Christians in the world. In antiquity, missa simply meant ‘dismissal.’ However in Christian
usage it gradually took on a
deeper meaning. The word ‘dismissal’ has come to imply a
‘mission.’ These few words succinctly express the missionary
nature of the Church” (“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 51).
Life application: This week’s
readings remind us of the wellknown axiom: God doesn’t call
the qualified; he qualifies those
he calls. One of the aims of Vatican II was to highlight the role of
the laity in the life and mission of
the Church. In fact, an entire
document was devoted to the
apostolate of the laity, whose activity, it says, is “directed to the
evangelization and sanctification of men and to the penetrating and perfecting of the temporal order through the spirit of the
Gospel” (Decree on the Laity, 2).
Inspired by God’s word and
strengthened by the Eucharist,
we are sent out into the world to
proclaim the Gospel in word
and deed.

as we saw in the Obamacare
ruling last June. A court defeat
several years out though, may
come when politics no longer
makes a new proposal likely to
pass—good for families. But,
here’s “food for thought”—any
attempt to force citizens to
surrender a constitutional
right corrodes respect for all
rights.
Just as one beer can ruins an
alpine view, our Constitution
provisions all interrelate and
depend upon each other. Disrespect for freedom to exercise one’s religion easily can
impact its first cousin: freedom of expression. All people
of faith have reason to oppose
this bill, but even those in Colorado who want to teach be-

lievers a lesson owe it—if only
to themselves—to pause.

aborted in the Bronx, and 60
percent of all pregnancies to
black women. The national average is 22 percent of all pregnancies. Think of 1 in 4 people
you know, missing. Think of the
spouses, heroes, scientists with
cures for AIDS or cancer, a
much longed for child to adopt,
all blessings sent from God, returned to sender, unopened.
This is the legacy of Roe v. Wade.
To borrow words from our
president delivered at Newtown,
Conn.: “We can’t tolerate this
anymore. These tragedies must
end. And to end them, we must
change. We will be told that the
causes of such violence are

complex, and that is true. But
that can’t be an excuse for inaction. Surely, we can do better
than this. If there is even one
step we can take to save another
child … surely we have an obligation to try.” (The irony of the
statement when seen in light of
his abortion policy is so glaring
it hardly needs mention.)
I’m encouraged that this generation seems to be facing the
fact that abortion is morally repugnant. They think abortion is
wrong “for them.” I won’t break
out the champagne until they
take a break from relativism
and can say that because it’s
wrong, it’s wrong for everyone.

Rev. Richard Andrews
(LL.M. ret.)
All Saints Anglican Church
Cheyenne, Wyo.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Alan Hartway, C.PP.S., appointed administrator, Guardian Angels Parish, Mead, Colo., effective immediately.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

The relationship between
man and woman
BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa
of Avila. For each question there is one
right answer. Each quiz will have one question that is answered with “E” for NOTA,
which stands for “None of the Above.” This
week’s quiz covers Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) Nos. 365-384.

Having just lived through the hype and excess of Super Bowl Sunday, we can now
consider more important things such as
our immortal soul and the relationship between man and woman.
1. In philosophy all earthly things are said
to have matter and form; for example,
Michelangelo’s Pieta has marble as its
matter and the representation of Mary
holding her Son after the crucifixion as its
form. A rose has petals, thorns, etc., as its
matter and “roseness” as its form. What
are the matter and form of a human person?
A. skin and skeleton
B. brain and conscience
C. body and soul
D. flesh & blood and sensation
E. NOTA

2. Which of these is not true of the human
soul?
A. It is immortal.
B. It will be reunited with the body at the
final resurrection.
C. It comes to be through the actions of
the parents.
D. It is created immediately by God.
E. NOTA
3. Man and woman are equal:
A. only when they become man and wife
B. but incompatible
C. in their love of shopping
D. so why are there beauty pageants?
E. NOTA

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE:
“Compete well for the faith.”—I Tim 6:12
A. “This at last is bone of my bone and
flesh of my flesh.”
B. “My helpmate! My beloved!”
C. “I have lost a rib but gained a wife.”
D. “Oh sleep, that knits up the raveled
sleeve of care, what have you wrought?”
E. NOTA
6. Man and woman can be helpmates to
each other because masculinity and femininity are:
A. not mutually exclusive
B. polar opposites
C. recessive traits
D. complementary
E. NOTA
7. Adam and Eve were told to subdue the
earth, and this command is likewise given
to us. What does it mean?
A. We have the unalienable right to destructive domination.
B. We share in God’s providence in caring
for the planet.
C. Specifically, we are to tame wild beasts
and develop domesticated animals.
D. “Subdue” is the equivalent of “cultivate,” so it is a horticultural command.
E. NOTA
8. Which of these was part of the “state of
original justice” of Adam and Eve?
A. They were in harmony with all of creation.
B. They could stand as judges of others.
C. They were unrestricted free agents of
the Garden of Eden.
D. Their only law was the natural law.
E. NOTA
9. Adam and Eve were also in a “state of
original holiness.” What does this mean?
A. They had the beatific vision.
B. They shared in the divine life.
C. Their wills were impeccable.
D. They enjoyed irresistible grace while
avoiding total depravity.
E. NOTA

4. Who is more perfectly made in the image and likeness of God: man or woman?
A. man: he can be a father
B. woman: she is more compassionate
C. neither: each reflects something of
God’s infinite perfection
D. sometimes man, sometimes woman:
whoever gets the triple word score in
Scrabble
E. NOTA

10. The original state of Adam and Eve was
lost by sin and they became subjugated to
the pleasures of the senses, covetousness
for earthly goods and self assertion and
contrary to the dictates of reason. This
disorder in man is known as:
A. original sin
B. bad karma
C. post-Eden syndrome
D. concupiscence
E. NOTA

5. What did Adam cry out in wonder, love
and communion when he saw Eve?

1. C, 2. C, 3. E (They are equal as human
persons.), 4. C, 5. A, 6. D, 7. B, 8. A, 9. B,
10. D.
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Catholic health group affirms Church teaching on unborn
BY CARL BUNDERSON

DENVER
(CNA/EWTN
News)—Catholic Health Initiatives has joined Colorado’s
bishops in calling for protection of unborn children after
the group’s lawyers argued in a
wrongful-death lawsuit that
human fetuses are not persons.
“The bishops are disappointed by what happened, without
a doubt ... but Catholic Health
Initiatives has recognized an
error and has committed to
moving forward and to changing their course, and that really
does deserve to be commended,” J.D. Flynn, chancellor of
the Archdiocese of Denver, told
CNA Feb. 4.
“Institutions and people
make errors, but the Christian
life is to take responsibility for
what we’ve done and move forward, and so we’re thankful for
that,” Flynn said.
In 2006, Lori Stodghill and
her two unborn children died

at a hospital operated by
Catholic Health Initiatives.
Lawyers for the health system
argued that Colorado’s wrongful death legislation does not
apply to fetuses.
On Feb. 4, the Catholic bishops of Colorado “expressed their
support for Catholic Health Initiatives after the national health
care organization acknowledged that it was ‘morally
wrong’ for attorneys to cite the
state’s Wrongful Death Act in defense of a lawsuit involving one
of its affiliated hospitals.”
Last week, Colorado’s three
bishops met with four executives of Catholic Health Initiatives to discuss the Stodghill

case. The bishops had pledged
on Jan. 24 to review the matter
to ensure faithful witness to
Church teaching.
“CHI representatives acknowledged that it was morally
wrong for attorneys representing St. Thomas More Hospital
to cite the state’s Wrongful
Death Act in defense of this
lawsuit,” Catholic Health Initiatives stated Feb. 4.
Catholic Health Initiatives
called Colorado’s Wrongful
Death Act “unjust” and said
that they will not use it in potential future litigation of the
Stodghill case.
In addition, Catholic Health
Initiatives “unequivocally af-

firmed CHI’s strict adherence
to one of the Church’s most basic moral commitments—that
every person is created in the
image and likeness of God and
that life begins at the moment
of conception.”
“It is an unfortunate and regrettable point of fact that Colorado law, as it now stands,
fails to adequately protect the
rights of the unborn,” Catholic
Health Initiatives said.
Colorado’s bishops affirmed
that the Stodghill’s received
“exceptional care” at St.
Thomas More Hospital. Two
courts have found that nothing
done by the hospital’s staff
could have saved the lives of
Lori Stodghill and her sons.
On Jan. 1, 2006, Jeremy
Stodghill took his wife Lori, 28
weeks pregnant, to St. Thomas
More Hospital’s emergency
room in Cañon City. She was
complaining of nausea, vomiting and shortness of breath.
There, she suffered a heart at-

Archbishop Gomez relieves Cardinal Mahony of duties

LOS ANGELES (CNA)—Los
Angeles Archbishop José H.
Gomez has relieved retired
Cardinal Roger Mahony of his
remaining duties after the release of personnel files of
priests accused of sexual
abuse decades ago.
“We need to acknowledge
that terrible failure today. We
need to pray for everyone who
has ever been hurt by members of the Church,” the archbishop said in a Jan. 31 statement.
“And we need to continue to
support the long and painful
process of healing their
wounds and restoring the
trust that was broken.”
Archbishop Gomez noted
that “effective immediately, I
have informed Cardinal Mahony”—who served the archdiocese from 1985 to 2011—
“that he will no longer have
any administrative or public
duties.”
The statement additionally
announced
that
Bishop
Thomas Curry of Santa Barbara has stepped down.
“Auxiliary Bishop Thomas
Curry has also publicly apologized for his decisions while
serving as vicar for clergy. I
have accepted his request to
be relieved of his responsibility as the regional bishop of
Santa Barbara.
“To every victim of child sex-

Anointing
From Page 3

continued. “It may not be reduced to only physical healing;
the emotional or spiritual heal-

LOS ANGELES Archbishop
José Gomez
ual abuse by a member of our
Church: I want to help you in
your healing. I am profoundly
sorry for these sins against
you,” the archbishop said.
“We will continue, as we
have for many years now, to
immediately report every
credible allegation of abuse to
law enforcement authorities
and to remove those credibly
accused from ministry.”
On Jan. 21, the Los Angeles
Times published a story saying that 25 years ago, in the
late 1980s, archdiocesan officials tried to hide sex-abuse
cases from police. The paper’s
story is based on personnel
files dating from 1986 and

1987 that were filed as evidence in pending litigation involving two former priests.
Much of what the Los Angeles Times discussed were
memos between Cardinal Mahony and then-Msgr. Curry,
who was vicar of clergy at the
time. Msgr. Curry was consecrated a bishop in 1994 and
since that time had served as
one of the auxiliary bishops of
the Los Angeles Archdiocese.
In his statement Jan. 31,
Archbishop Gomez confirmed
the release of files of priests
who sexually abused children
while they were serving in the
Los Angeles Archdiocese.
Most of the documents
have already been made public as part of the “Report to the
People of God” created by the
archdiocese in 2004. The documents include psychiatric
records, investigative reports,
letters of complaint and private correspondence, many of
which are now 20 years old.
“These files document
abuses
that
happened
decades ago. But that does not
make them less serious,”
Archbishop Gomez said.
“The behavior described in
these files is terribly sad and
evil,” he added, “there is no
excuse, no explaining away
what happened to these children. The priests involved had
the duty to be their spiritual

fathers and they failed.
“Reading these files, reflecting on the wounds that were
caused, has been the saddest
experience I’ve had since becoming your archbishop in
2011,” he wrote.
Archbishop Gomez also announced that in the weeks
ahead: “I will address all of
these matters in greater detail.
Today is a time for prayer and
reflection and deep compassion for the victims of child
sexual abuse.”
The 2013 public release of
the files of clergy who were
subject of the 2007 global settlement, “concludes a sad and
shameful chapter in the history of our local Church,” Archbishop Gomez explained upon the release of the personnel files.
The archdiocese is releasing
124 files with names. Of this
number, 82 files have information on allegations of
childhood sexual abuse and
42 files have no information
on allegations of childhood
sexual abuse. However, “proffers”— which are summaries
of personnel files that were
determined by the court to be
complete and accurate—have
been provided in those instances.
There are approximately
12,000 pages in the files being
released, in compliance with

ing needed may be deeper.”
Seeking healing is always an
invitation from the Holy Spirit.
“(Anointing) is a need to be
at peace to face the challenges
of one’s condition,” he said. “To
be renewed in Spirit so they

can face their life … and the
meaning beyond this life.”
All are invited to the next
healing Mass at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel at 8 a.m. Feb. 9,
followed by anointing, St. Peregrine blessing and an opportu-

nity for confession. It will be
held in the parish hall as the
church is in the process of remodeling.
For a brochure explaining
anointing of the sick, contact
the Office of Liturgy at 303-715-

CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

tack due to a blood clot that
traveled to her lungs.
Her obstetrician, Pelham Staples, was on-call that day, but
failed to arrive at the hospital.
Both Lori and her unborn sons,
Samuel and Zachary, died.
A nurse listened for the boys’
heartbeats, and not hearing
any, doctors decided against
performing an emergency Csection.
Jeremy Stodghill chose to sue
the hospital, its owner Catholic
Health Initiatives, Staples, and
the emergency room doctor for
the wrongful death of his family members.
The Fremont County Circuit
Court and the Colorado Court of
Appeals both decided in favor of
Catholic Health Initiatives.
Jeremy Stodghill has appealed
to the state’s Supreme Court. He
asked that the Colorado
Supreme Court decide “the issue that the Court of Appeals refused to decide,” whether physicians are immune to malpractice suits when their negligence
leads to the death of a viable fetus before its birth.

the court orders. According to
the archdiocese, “media reports that there were 30,000 or
more pages were inaccurate.”
The archdiocese has made
the clergy files publicly available on its website and noted
that “sad and shameful as the
past history of sexual abuse is,
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
can point to more than a
decade of modern child protection efforts that are among
the most effective in the nation
at preventing abuse and dealing with allegations of abuse.”
Each one of the 287 parishes and schools has a Safeguard the Children Committee, and all adults who supervise children are required to
undergo VIRTUS abuse-prevention training ,and must
submit to background checks
and screening.
Catholic school students
and children in religious education programs also undergo
age-appropriate abuse-prevention instruction.
Priests, deacons, school faculty and administrators, and
other staff members in
parishes and schools are
mandated reporters and regularly receive training in how to
report suspicions of child
abuse or endangerment to
civil authorities.
Additionally, the archdiocese continues to reach out to
victims of abuse and their
families through the Office of
Victims Assistance Ministry.
3156 or liturgy.office@arch
den.org.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123,
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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The graces of pilgrimage
BY JEAN TORKELSON

It’s almost an axiom: People
who go on pilgrimage come
back, surprised.
Whether the journey is
through the mountains of Spain,
a cathedral in Denver, or into a
small parish church on the Colorado plains, a pilgrim finds the
movement toward God, and
away from self, invariably leads
to something unexpected—
whether it’s a quiet insight, an
answered prayer, a humbling
moment, or a grace received.
The role of pilgrim has become familiar to Father Brady
Wagner, parochial vicar at St.
Frances Cabrini Parish in Littleton. Well before his ordination in
2011, Father Wagner had made
pilgrimages to many of the
world’s most beloved sites. His
growing list now stretches from
Poland to the Holy Land.
Last June, he and some fellow
priests launched what they hope
will become an annual 20-mile
pilgrimage from Cabrini Parish
to Mother Cabrini Shrine in
Golden. Even for a seasoned pilgrim it’s a unique opportunity.
“You almost never get the
chance to do this—to be able to
go from the parish of the patronal saint, to the place where
the saint actually lived and
worked,” Father Wagner said.
Now the Cabrini pilgrimage
even has a name—Camino Colorado, borrowed from the name
of Europe’s famous and ancient
pilgrim trek, Camino de Santiago. This year’s pilgrimage is June
7, the feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, which was a special devotion for Mother Cabrini. (For information on taking part, call
Cabrini Parish at 303-979-7688.)

Year of Faith/Year for pilgrims
This year Colorado Catholics
have an array of pilgrimage opportunities within the state. As a
complement to the Year of Faith,
Archbishop Samuel Aquila has
designated eight pilgrimage
destinations in parish churches

Pilgrimage
From Page 1
the chancery in south Denver
and receive a blessing from him.

Begin today
To participate, pilgrims can
cut Pages 8-9 from the Register,
fold it into quarters, then begin

and a shrine accessibly placed
throughout northern Colorado.
Whether the destination is
near or far, pilgrimage is natural
to the human heart, as Father
Wagner explained in an interview about the pilgrimage experience to the Denver Catholic
Register.
“Pilgrimage—that’s our whole
life, actually,” Father Wagner
said. “We are a pilgrim people—
the profound beauty of pilgrimage is that you go to seek something and you encounter someone.”
And the encounter can happen on the other side of the
world or in a neighborhood
church in Colorado.
“It becomes a pilgrimage by
way of intention, when you seek
to make it a prayerful experience
and encounter the Lord,” Father
Wagner explained. “Oftentimes,
the grace comes in the journey,
just as much as in the destination.”
As on most journeys, a pilgrimage requires simplicity.
“When you go on a pilgrimage
there is only so much you can
take with you—you leave a lot
behind,” he said. “You go into
the silence, to be stripped of all
of the noise, distractions and entertainment of our world.”
A pilgrimage is also a time for
giving and receiving love, but
sometimes not so easily.
“A lot of times you end up
suffering a little bit—say that
someone is not able to walk
very well and is having a difficult time—it’s a great metaphor
for life, that you take on someone’s else’s burdens,” Father
Wagner said.
Pilgrimage is often humbling.
Father Wagner recalled how
his hardy, athletic brother, an accomplished backpacker, set off
on the arduous Camino de Santiago, the famed pilgrimage trek
leading to the tomb of St. James
in northwest Spain.
Suddenly, “his knee gave out
and he wasn’t able to walk,” Father Wagner said. “It was a huge
planning their pilgrimage
route—a route that will come together to form a timeline of
prayer and meaningful experiences to be treasured long after
Lent and Easter.
“Ultimately we’re journeying
toward God,” said Akers. “And in
a very intense moment, we get
to recall we’re on a journey and
renew our energies and devo-

surprise—feeling dependent on
everybody. To be totally humiliated in a way, to have to receive
the charity of others—that was a
huge grace for him.”

Expect the unexpected

Above all, pilgrimage offers
unexpected moments of joy and
grace.
Father Wagner recalled his
own pilgrimage, as a seminarian
in 2005, to the Our Lady of
Czestochowa shrine in Poland.
The feast of the Assumption
loomed and hundreds of pilgrims lined the route.
“To see people coming out of
their houses, offering food and
water, to see the excitement, to
be singing, praising God” was
unforgettable, he said.
Following tradition, the future
priest dropped to his knees to
pray as they came in sight of the
monastery.
“I had been waiting the whole
pilgrimage for that moment—to
seek out Our Lady as my mother
and my queen,” Father Wagner
recalled. “Then came this beautiful grace, this simple and subtle voice: ‘It was not you who was
looking for me; I was looking for
you.’ That was a beautiful grace.”
And sometimes, a pilgrimage
offers a moment that leaves pilgrims shaking their heads in
awe.
In the Holy Land last May, Father Wagner and fellow pilgrims
were visiting the very shoreline
where the risen Jesus had called
on Peter to “Feed my sheep.” As
they stood there, they received
word that Fargo Bishop Samuel
J. Aquila had just been appointed archbishop of Denver.
To hear the news of Denver’s
new shepherd, standing where
the Good Shepherd had commissioned the Church’s first
shepherd?
“That was extraordinary, to
say the least,” Father Wagner
said.
On pilgrimage, those moments, whether quiet or extraordinary, always seem to come.

Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3262;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

tion to God. Pilgrimage is a wonderful devotion for prayer life
during the Year of Faith.”
It is strongly advised to contact a church before visiting to
confirm their hours. For more
information about the Year of
Faith Pilgrim Passport, visit
yearoffaith.archden.org, call
303-715-3230 or email info@
archden.org.

ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER’S YEAR OF FAITH
PILGRIM PASSPORT AND MAP
To inspire Colorado Catholics on their Lenten and Easter journeys during the Year of Faith, the Archdiocese of
Denver is offering such a keepsake: a Year of Faith Pilgrim Passport and Map. The Pilgrim Passport and Map is
intended to accompany the faithful as they journey through the archdiocese’s eight Year of Faith pilgrimage
sites from Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13, through Pentecost Sunday, May 19. The sites—seven churches and a
shrine—as designated by Archbishop Samuel Aquila at the start of the Year of Faith, stretch from the state’s
northwestern corner, to the Eastern Plains, to the Rocky Mountains, and throughout the wider Denver-metro
area. The Pilgrim Passport and Map is on Pages 9-10.

St. Helena, Fort Morgan

St. Michael, Craig

St. Michael Church in northwest
Colorado is a seven-hour round trip
from Denver “weather permitting,”
according to pastor Father James Fox:
“That would make a real pilgrimage.”
While the drive may be lengthy, the
route travels through beautiful Rocky
Mountain terrain, including a trek over
either Rabbit Ears Pass or Vail Pass,
depending on which route is taken. The
parish was established in 1920, and the
current church, built in 1983, will
recognize its 30th anniversary this year.
The town of Craig, the county seat of
Moffat County, has a population of
nearly 9,500 residents and is home to
one of North America’s largest
elk herds.

Last October, Father Joseph Toledo, pastor, emailed the nuncio church to inquire how the parish would
go about procuring a first-class relic of their patron, St. Helena. A month later, he was surprised to receive
a Fed-Ex package from Rome: a first-class relic of St. Helena, complete with official paperwork and a
greeting from the Holy Father. “It’s our first time to have a first-class relic here,” he said. “We really felt
special to receive it, as a small town parish. We felt very loved by the Church.” The parish purchased a
reliquary and plans to have the relic available permanently for veneration.

St. Francis of Assisi,
Longmont

Spirit of Christ, Arvada

The brand new St. Francis of Assisi Church in
Longmont, dedicated last Oct. 4, its patron’s feast
day, has a beautiful view of the Front Range,
according to pastor Father Frank Maroney. “It is
currently the only parish church named after the
patron saint of the state of Colorado,” he said
when asked about its unique qualities
(clarifying that St. Francis of Assisi in Weldona
is a mission church). The new 18,000
square-foot facility is complemented with a
new tabernacle, crucifix, Stations of the Cross,
stained glass windows, statues, a tapestry of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, and a meditation
garden with a St. Francis statue.

Spirit of Christ’s church, dedicated in 2001, reflects a unique “tree of life”
motif. Interior wooden doors are carved with leaves, while a tree trunk
design in the polished concrete floor begins at the baptismal font, travels
to the ambo, then widens as it wraps around the altar, to the tabernacle,
and expands up the wall to an etched glass window signifying perpetual
union with God. As the image gets larger it demonstrates that we get
stronger as we are nourished by the word of God, and by the body and
blood of Christ, explained pastor Father David Bluejacket.

Our Lady of Peace, Silverthorne
Our Lady of Peace, among the newest churches in the
archdiocese, was dedicated last October. Designed to fit in
with their mountain environment in the heart of Summit
County, one of the materials used was wood
recovered from trees killed by pine beetles.
“It’s beautiful and striking wood; unique
with a little blue stain to it,” explained
Deacon Chuck Lamar. “A way to
recapture: from death comes new
life.” The church, which pastor
Father Randy Dollins said is
beautiful in its simplicity, has
prayer alcoves containing mosaic
artwork, a day chapel, and several
high-quality refurbished items
including a bronze tabernacle and
plaster Stations of the Cross.

Mother Cabrini Shrine,
Golden

Mother Cabrini Shrine, located in the foothills
west of Denver, is a place of peace, prayer and
reflection. There pilgrims can walk in the steps
of St. Frances X. “Mother” Cabrini, who loved
the mountains of Colorado, where she served in
the early 1900s. The shrine includes a retreat
center, hermitage, chapel, gift shop, three outdoor gardens, a grotto and spring (flowing
continuously since 1912). Pilgrims can pray their
way up 373 steps to the 22-foot Sacred Heart of
Jesus statue to beautiful views of Denver and
the surrounding area. Daily and Sunday Masses
are celebrated at the shrine, as well as a monthly
Spanish Mass.

Our Lady of Loreto, Foxfield

Our Lady of Loreto Church, completed in 2003, was designed to bridge
traditional Catholic Church architecture, specifically Romanesque, with a
unique Colorado look and feel using natural elements, such as limestone and
magnificent wooden beams. Scripture, Church history, and theological themes
and symbolism dominate the design. “As a house of worship her first vocation
is to invite persons to quiet, whispering worship of the Lord,” said Msgr.
Edward Buelt, pastor. “Pilgrims who visit Our Lady of Loreto Church tend,
too, to linger in quiet, whispering presence and engage the church on her own
terms, that is, as a mother and teacher.”

Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Denver

The Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception is the mother church for parishioners of the Denver
Archdiocese. The iconic landmark at Colfax Avenue and Logan Street in downtown Denver celebrated her
100th anniversary last October. During his historic pilgrimage to Denver for World Youth Day in August
1993, Blessed Pope John Paul II celebrated the Eucharist in the Cathedral Basilica, as well as blessed the
Mary Garden. The Cathedral Basilica recently completed a $1.3 million restoration to recapture “the stark
beauty” of the original, according to rector Msgr. Thomas Fryar. “We tried to get back to the intent of the
original community, which is to make this a showcase of faith that is going to draw people.”

678 School St., Craig | 970-824-5330 | www.nwtriparish.com
Q: At the entrance of the church are the cornerstones of both the current
church and the old church. What year was the old church built?

89 Smith Ranch Road, Silverthorne | 970-688-0250 | www.summitcatholic.org
Q: What first-class relic is available for veneration in the church’s prayer alcove?

917 W. Seventh Ave., Fort Morgan | 970-867-2885 | www.sthelenachurch.org
Q: Name three of the 17 saints depicted in the stained glass windows in the
church.

18000 E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield | 303-766-3800 | www.ourladyofloreto.org
Q: How many species and what are the names of the animals hidden on the
baptismal font?

3791 Pike Road, Longmont | 303-772-6322 | www.saintfrancislongmont.org
Q: What is the approximate height of the tallest statue of the Blessed
Mother in the church building? (Hint: it’s more than 4 feet tall.)

20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden | 303-526-0758 | www.mothercabrinishrine.org
Q: Why did St. Frances Cabrini purchase the property where the Mother
Cabrini Shrine is located?

7400 W. 80th Ave., Arvada | 303-422-9173 | www.spiritofchrist.org
Q: What is the inscription painted on the gable wall above the baptismal font?

1530 Logan St., Denver | 303-831-7010 | www.denvercathedral.org
Q: What marble statue in the cathedral is connected with a plenary indulgence?

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception

St. Francis of Assisi
Spirit of Christ

Timeframe: Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13, through Pentecost Sunday, May 19
What: After visiting six or more of the eight designated sites, send a
photocopy of your passport to the Denver Catholic Register
By mail: Denver Catholic Register, Year of Faith Pilgrim Passport,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
Drop off: John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
Suggestion: Contact each church before visiting to confirm hours
Questions: Visit yearoffaith.archden.org, call 303-715-3230, or email
info@archden.org

Mother Cabrini Shrine

St. Helena

In particular to the Year of Faith pilgrimage indulgences, it’s asked that
faithful conclude with a recitation of the Our Father, the Creed, and offer
invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Our Lady of Loreto

St. Michael

To gain an indulgence, a person must be in a state of grace. Within eight
days before or after performing the prescribed indulgence, the faithful
must also have an interior disposition of detachment from sin, have
sacramentally confessed their sins, received the Eucharist and prayed for
the pope’s intentions with an Our Father and Hail Mary. These acts are
ideally done on the same day. Indulgences may be applied to oneself or to
the souls of deceased.

Our Lady of Peace

An indulgence is the remission of the temporal punishment due to sin, the
guilt and eternal punishment of which is removed through the sacrament
of penance. The temporal punishment of sin required by divine justice
remains and must be satisfied either in this life or the next. Indulgences
give the sinner a means to discharge this debt during life on earth.
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When tax preparation seems daunting, there’s help
BY JULIE FILBY

The Internal Revenue Service opened the tax filing season Jan. 30, following passage
by Congress of the American
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 on
Jan. 1.
“The vast majority of taxpayers can file now,” according to Karen Connelly,
spokesperson for the IRS in
Colorado, since the majority
of forms have been updated
and programming changes
implemented and tested. “But
the IRS is continuing to update its systems for some tax
filers … (including) people
claiming education credits,
depreciation deductions, energy credits and many business credits.”
While tax preparation can
seem daunting, Connelly said
there are many resources that
can help, and several of them
are free.
“Many people feel intimidated when it comes to
preparing their taxes,” she
said “You have to be comfortable with whatever you
choose.”
There are four primary
choices for tax preparation,
depending on how simple or
complex one’s situation is.
Do-it-yourself: For a tax situation that is not too complicated, one may choose to “doit-yourself.” The IRS has all
the forms and instructions on
their website, www.IRS.gov;
and forms are available at
many libraries.

FREE HELP: TAX PREPARATION
Web: The newly expanded IRS site, www.IRS.gov, contains
forms, instructions, as well as video-conferencing and social
media tools. Last year, the site received 340 million visits.
Phone: Call the IRS at 800-829-1040, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. local
time
App: Download the Apple or Android smartphone application,
IRS2Go, for information or to check the status of a refund. The
app has been downloaded more than 800,000 times.
In person: Call 311 to find an area taxpayer assistance center, or
walk in to the Denver center at 1999 Broadway Blvd., MondayFriday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Call the Denver office at 303446-1675.
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance: Taxpayers making $51,000
or less usually qualify for VITA, a free tax preparation program.
For more information call 800-906-9887 or visit
www.irs.gov/Individuals/Free-Tax-Return-Preparation-for-Youby-Volunteers.
Tax Counseling for the Elderly: This program is similar to VITA,
and offers free tax help to people 60 and older, specializing in
questions about pensions and retirement. Call 888-227-7669
for the nearest site.
Centro’s free tax preparation: Beginning Feb. 7, Centro San
Juan Diego will provide free tax preparation for low-to-medium
income taxpayers every Thursday 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 2830
Lawrence St. in Denver. Appointments are required and can be
made by calling 303-295-9470, ext. 110.

Tax preparation software:
This option, chosen by millions, is generally inexpensive,
user-friendly and includes an
option to file electronically.
“If you’ve never tried one of
the software packages, you
might consider it” Connelly
said. “The program walks you
all the way through.”
On the IRS website taxpayers can use Free File, which
provides access to free tax
software or online Fillable

Forms. Taxpayers with an adjusted gross income of
$57,000 or less—which is 70
percent of the American population according to Connelly—can choose from 15 commercial software providers.
There is no income limit for
free Fillable Forms, the electronic version of IRS paper
forms.
Tax accountant: For taxes
that are more complex, one
may need an accountant.

Buffs join thousands for the March for Life
BY ANNA MORAN

From Jan 23-26, 28 fellow
students, six chaperones and
myself were blessed with the
opportunity to travel to Washington D.C. to take part in the
March For Life. The March For
Life is a peaceful pro- test involving a march along the National Mall to the steps of the
Supreme Court to call for an
end to abortion in the United
States.
This year, the March For Life
remembered the 40th memorial of the Roe v. Wade Supreme
Court decision legalizing abortion across the United States.
On our first day in Washington we visited many of the
Smithsonian museums and
that evening we attended the
Prayer Vigil for Life Mass at
the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. The Mass hosted
a congregation of 20,000
Catholics who had come to
participate in the march.
More than 500 bishops,
priests and deacons took part
in the liturgy; it took the clergy

PHOTO PROVIDED

BISHOP Machebeuf High School students and faculty with
Archbishop Samuel Aquila at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., after the Prayer Vigil for Life Mass.
45 minutes to process into the
church!
On Jan. 25 our group from
Machebeuf, joined by Denver
Archbishop Samuel Aquila,
gathered with a crowd of more
than 500,000 protesters on the
National Mall for the actual
March for Life. The peaceful

three-hour protest included
Catholics, Protestant and Orthodox Christians, Jews and
secularists all calling for an end
to abortion and drawing attention to the 55 million innocent
unborn children who have lost
their lives to this grave evil.

See Life, Page 12

Trusted professional advisors,
friends, relatives or colleagues
may provide referrals. According to data from the National
Society of Accountants, hiring
a tax preparer costs an average of $246 to prepare an
itemized Form 1040 with
Schedule A and a state return.
Tax preparation service:
Similar to choosing an accountant, thoroughly check
out a tax preparation service
before contracting with them.
Many firms offer prospective
clients a free consultation.
More than 80 percent of taxpayers filed electronically last
year, according to the IRS. Efilers receive a receipt from
the IRS within 48 hours of filing to confirm it was received.
“E-filing is safe and easy,”
Connelly said. “There are also
more payment options than
people might realize, such as
setting up a future payment
date ... say, April 15?”

Electronic filing, when
combined with direct deposit,
is the fastest way to get a refund. Last year, about three
out of four refund filers selected direct deposit—and nine of
10 refunds were processed in
less than 21 days.
For a list of free services
provided by the IRS, as well as
Denver’s Centro San Juan
Diego, the Hispanic institute
for family and pastoral care
for the Archdiocese of Denver,
see the accompanying box.
“Last year (Centro) helped
nearly 200 people receive over
$200,000 in returns,” said Jennie Marquez, assistant director.
Taxpayers have until April
15 to file 2012 tax returns and
pay any tax due. The IRS expects to receive more than 147
million individual returns this
year, with about 75 percent
projected to receive a refund.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Pledges pour in to help Sterling school, enrollment still an issue
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The future remains uncertain and the way ahead is filled
with challenges, but Father
Robert Wedow, pastor of the
struggling St. Anthony’s School
in Sterling, still wants to call it
“St. Anthony’s miracle.”
As of this week, he said, $1.06
million in money and pledges
has flowed in as a response to a
last ditch, emergency appeal to
save the “last Catholic school
on the plains” from certain closure this fall. That amount is almost double what supporters
had hoped for when they
launched the desperate campaign six weeks ago
“In a word, we are overwhelmed,” said Father Wedow,

PHOTO PROVIDED

THE ENTIRE student body gathered on the steps of St. Anthony
School in Sterling Jan. 22 to say ‘thank you’ to donors who
have given $1.06 million in cash and pledges to save the school
who had marshaled his faith
and rallied the community to
pray, originally, for $600,000.
That’s the amount needed to
just open the 95-year-old
school this fall.
Since the story ran in the
Denver Catholic Register on
Jan. 16, Father Wedow said the
money and pledges have been
rolling in from Sterling and the
surrounding plains, across the
Front Range and the Rocky
Mountain region and from
around the country.
“We even received money
from Alaska,” school principal
Joe Skerjanec said.
In early January the parish
began a door-to-door and telephone campaign and called on
parishioners and business
leaders to help save the school.
So far, 27 percent of the donations are in cash, about
$289,000, Skerjanec said.
Donors have until June 28 to
make good on their pledges.
Father Wedow said that he
and St. Anthony’s team are
confident that the pledges,
which come from both individuals and corporate and business entities, all represent serious commitments.

Serious issues remain
But St. Anthony’s is not out of
the woods yet. To stay viable, all
involved in saving the school
agree that there are serious ongoing problems that must be
addressed. Among them are
the need for a stabilizing roster
of at least 145 students—the
school currently has 107—and
a long-range development
plan to provide endowment

Life
From Page 11
I personally was overjoyed by
the turnout and the enthusiasm of the marchers. With
abortion being such an important issue, seeing so many
young people like me gave
such hope for the likelihood of
change. I was able to talk with

support well into the future.
Late last year, as the school’s
options dwindled, Father Wedow recalled leaving a somber
meeting of school and archdiocesan officials with a heavy
heart.
“Many times I poured out my
anxiety to God in prayer and
tears,” Father Wedow wrote in a
chronicle of the events. “At this
point all I could see was my
doubt—I don’t know how to
raise that kind of dollars.”
The reality is, without a longrange plan, chances are virtually nil for sustaining, over the
long-term, a tiny rural Catholic
school, beset with rising costs,
changing demographics and
uncertain enrollment. Not
even an infusion of $1.7 million
from the Archdiocese of Denver since 2003 has been able to
staunch the continual drain of
money.
The first week in March, officials from the Archdiocese of
Denver will join Father Wedow
and school officials for an initial meeting with a Chicagobased consulting firm that specializes in developing longrange sustainability plans for
schools, said Richard Thompson, superintendant of the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
schools.
The meeting is at Father Wedow’s suggestion, Thompson
said, and exploratory only.
What is clear, Thompson said,
is that the school can’t continue every year in a state of continual crisis and emergency appeals.
“We need to have a serious
dialogue to create a develop-

people from across the United
States as well as from Ireland,
Portugal and Canada. They had
all gathered to show their support for an end to abortion.
This opportunity was more
than words can describe. It
was a solemn event as we contemplated that our modern
world is faced with the bloodiest genocide ever. Despite
this reality, there was an inde-

ment plan that will improve the
school’s long-term sustainability so that these emergency
fundraising efforts are not necessary,” Thompson said.
Father Wedow said he became interested in the Chicago
firm when he learned it had recently developed a long-range
plan that had saved a small rural school in Kansas, similar to
St. Anthony’s.
However, the economics of
sustaining the school are
daunting.
Tuition is $4,200 a year, Skerjanec said. Seventy percent of
students are receiving some
kind of scholarship or grant
help and “30 percent are paying full freight.”
Without a development
plan, the numbers don’t spell
long-term sustainability. A
higher number of students naturally leads to more school revenue. As of now, “145 students
is a nice number, a realistic
number, but to break even, 200
students would be ideal,” Skerjanec said.
If parents’ enthusiasm and
the school’s reputation were the
only factors that counted, enrollment wouldn’t be such a long
stretch. Drawn by consistently
high test scoring and commitment to Catholic values, some
students come from considerable distances to attend St. Anthony’s. One student makes a
70-mile round trip every day.
But in a rural area, it’s unclear
whether the pool of possible
students can ever be large
enough to make a difference.
However, encouraged by the
donor outpouring, Father Wedow said the school may be able
to mull transportation options
to pick up far-flung students.
Internet and online learning is
also being explored, he said.
An immediate milestone is
Feb. 11, which is St. Anthony’s
“enrollment night,” Skerjanec
said. Ten students will graduate
in May. The hope is to get parents motivated to register early
and to attract a net gain of students, Skerjanic said.
Father Wedow is confident
the corner has been turned.
“I know 100 percent,” he
said, “that God has brought this
about, through the hands of so
many people.”

Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3262;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

scribable sense of joy and
hope in the realization that so
many people are ready to do
whatever it takes to bring an
end to abortion in the United
States.

Anna Moran is a senior at
Bishop Machebeuf High School
in Denver and co-founder and
co-president of the school’s ProLife Club.
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New religious community aims to
bring encounters with Jesus to others

Sunday, Feb. 3 was World Day of Prayer
for Consecrated Life, a day established by
Blessed John Paul II to honor men and
women in consecrated life. Below is a story
about a religious community for men
whose only presence is in the Denver Archdiocese.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The Servants of Christ Jesus, a consecrated community of Catholic men, will
bring their zeal for the new evangelization in new grace-filled ways across the
Denver Archdiocese this year when Archbishop Samuel Aquila ordains some of
their members to the priesthood.
Encountering Christ and deepening
others’ relationships with him is the mission of the budding community living at
Risen Christ Church’s former rectory in
Denver.
“Our lives are consecrated to Jesus in
poverty, chastity and obedience and our
whole goal is that others would meet Jesus
and deepen their relationship with Jesus,”
said Brother John Ignatius Little, cofounder of the community. “That goal of
‘first encounter’ and deepening that relationship with Jesus is what our spirituality
is for us but it’s also what our mission is.”
The three-member community—with
an additional postulant and one in discernment—is the only one of its kind in
Denver. Last month, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila of the Denver Archdiocese announced he would ordain two of the
brothers into the diocesan priesthood,
first with a diaconate ordination March
16 and priestly ordination May 18.
The community has greatly anticipated
ordination.
“It is a joyful surprise to be informed
that we are going to be ordained,” Brother Little said.
It’s the first Servants of Christ Jesus
community in the United States and was
granted canonical status as a private association of Christian faithful in 2006. Both
Brother Little, 44, and Brother Paul Kostka,
27, founded the community at the Franciscan University of Steubenville in 2004.
“We experienced Jesus in profound
ways through the sacraments, through
praise and worship, through spiritual direction and through retreats,” Brother Little said. “That’s where Jesus met us.”
After consecrating themselves to Christ
through vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience, the religious community began their work to spread the word of God.
While adhering to the spirituality of St.
Ignatius Loyola, the religious men foster
encounters with Christ through retreats,

MEMBERS of
the Servants
of Christ Jesus religious
community in
Denver celebrate evening
prayer in
their chapel
Jan. 31.

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

spiritual direction and instruction at
schools, specifically Bishop Machebeuf
High School in Denver.
After the founding members made a
visit to Denver, former Denver Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., invited
the community to the archdiocese.
“Pope John Paul II said something about
this being the center of new evangelization
and the strong leadership of Archbishop
Chaput and the very faithful foundation of
the seminary of St. John Vianney is how we
ended up here,” Brother Little said.
Brother Kostka became the director of
campus ministry at Bishop Machebeuf
and recently graduated from St. John Vianney Theological Seminary. Brother Little
entered seminary in 2006 and graduated
in 2009. He is now the campus minister at
the University of Denver. The other member, Brother James Claver, teaches at Bishop Machebeuf. Brian Kelsch is a postulant
also working at Bishop Machebeuf.
After the two ordinations, the community will continue to commit themselves
to “a life of regular prayer, generous
penance, eucharistic adoration, Marian
devotion and charismatic worship.”
Catholic faithful may expect to see the
men after ordination at parishes celebrating the sacraments. The religious brothers
expect to continue their work with youth,
at Machebuef High School and the University of Denver, though they have not received indication what assignments they
will be given as deacons and priests.
“There’s a substantial Catholic community there,” Brother Little said about
the university.
Life Teen summer camps are also a focus of the community, which also provides spiritual direction to their missionaries, as well as to Fraternus missionaries,
a parish-based group that ministers to
boys without fathers, and FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students)
campus ministry missionaries.
Brother Little also founded and directs
the Patriarch Bible studies for married
men in the archdiocese who are seeking
to lead their wives and children to better
serve Christ.
“My favorite thing is hearing from the
voice of another their growing experience
of God, whether that is conversion away
from sin or applying the word of God
more practically in their lives,” Brother
Little said.
For more information about the community, visit www.servantsofchrist.com.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.la
point@archden.org; www.twitter.com/
DCRegisterNissa
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
African Mass: at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St., Denver. Held
every third Sunday of the month.
Call 720-339-3482 for details.
Feb. 17: 1 p.m.
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Will be held on the
fourth Tuesday of every month
through Nov. 19. Call 303-414-2255
or email smcdermott@ourladyof
loreto.org for details.

the Sheraton Denver West Hotel,
360 Union Blvd., Lakewood. Father
Robert Spitzer will speak during
the event. Mass and a rosary beforehand. Tickets are $35 each. Call
303-937-4420 ext. 105 for details.
Register at www.augustineinsti
tute.org/prayerbreakfast.

Catholic Speed Dating: see listing in
Classified section.
Mardi Gras Prayer Breakfast: to
benefit the Augustine Institute at

Feb. 16: 6 p.m.
Theology on Tap Denver: at Katie
Mullen’s Irish Pub and Restaurant,
1550 Court Place, Denver. Father
Dave Nix will present on “Human
Trafficking” during this young adult
gathering.
Feb. 18: 7:30 p.m.

Guardian Angels Church Fundraiser:
sponsored by the Holy Name Men’s
Club. The club will host a bus trip to
Lady Luck Casino in Blackhawk to
leave from the Guardian Angels
parking lot, 1843 W. 52nd Ave., in
Denver. Cost is $15. Call 303-4335672 for reservations and details.
Feb. 16: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Lenten Parish Mission: at St. James
Parish, 1314 Newport St., Denver.
Father Giovanni Capucci will lead a
mission in the church on “The Origin of Faith: Content of Faith and
Life of Faith” and conclude with a
penance celebration. Call 303-3227449 for details or visit www.st
jamesdenver.org.

Feb. 10-March 24
Spring 2013 Lecture Series: by St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center in
Humanities 250 on the University
of Colorado at Boulder campus,
2055 Regent Drive. Alejandro
Bermudez, editor-in-chief of the
Catholic News Agency, will present
on “Changing Demographics: The
Future of the Catholic Church in
America and the World” for the
first lecture. No cost. Visit
www.thomascenter.org for details.

Armchair Retreat: spiritual exercises for Lent by the Lanteri Center
for Ignatian Spirituality. Learn to
pray with the word of God and
meet with a spiritual director
weekly. Free will offering accepted.
Register by Feb. 6. Group meeting
on March 24. Call 303-298-1498 or

Englewood. The study will present
on a Ladies Day of Reflection on
the Mystery of the Transfiguration
with Deacon Scott Bailey. Lunch will
be catered by Maggianos. Cost is
$30. Register by Feb. 16. Call 720833-2709.
Feb. 23: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Relationship Presentation: titled
“God Created them Male and Female: Then Laughed Hysterically”
at Spirit of Christ Church, 7400 W.
80th Ave., Arvada. A professional
counselor will explore the differences of men and women. No cost.
Call 303-422-9173 or email agalle
gos@spiritofchrist.org for details.
Feb. 25: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

High School Come and See Weekend: with the Sisters of St. Benedict at 802 E. 10th St. in Ferdinand,
Ind. Pray, eat and socialize with the
sisters. For details call 800-7389999 or visit www.thedome.org to
register.
Feb. 15-17

Feb. 19, 21, 26, 28: 7 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Annual Beacon of Hope Gala: to
benefit the Lighthouse Women’s
Center at the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum, 7711 E.
Academy Blvd., Denver. Speaker Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood executive and author of
“Unplanned,” will share her testimony. Tickets are $100 per person
and include silent and live auctions,

email lantericenter@aol.com for
details.

Feb. 11: 7 p.m.

Feb. 12: 6:30 a.m.

Feb. 26: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

an opening reception and dinner.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila will celebrate Mass beforehand, beginning
at 4 p.m. at Risen Christ Church,
3060 S. Monaco Parkway in Denver.
Visit www.lighthousedenver.org
/gala for details.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: in Denver. Attend to address wounds from
the resulting psychological or spiritual pain of abortion. Call 303-9047414 to register by Feb. 17. For details, visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.
Feb. 22-24
Women’s Fellowship Study: at All
Souls Church, 7950 S. Logan St.,

Living the Catholic Faith Conference 2013: at Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th St., Denver. Guest
speakers, including Archbishop
Samuel Aquila, Curtis Martin, Damon Owens and Sherry Weddell, will
present on the theme “Stand Firm
in the Faith.” Cost is $55 for one
day or $75 for two days by Feb. 11.
Special rates for youth and groups.
Register at www.lcfcdenver.org or
call 303-715-3260.
March 1-2

TRAVEL
For travel opportunities: see the
Classified section.
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