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Civil unions bill treads on religious rights
Supporters stand up for
traditional marriage at Capitol
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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A bill allowing gay couples
to form civil unions gained
momentum last week in the
state Legislature despite
protests of its religious liberty
violations and overriding the
will of voters.
The Senate Judiciary Committee passed Senate Bill 11, or
the Colorado Civil Unions Act,
by a 3-2 vote after hours of testimony at the state Capitol Jan.
23. An amendment proposed
by Sen. Kevin Lundberg, RLarimer, to provide a religious
conscience clause failed.
Proponents of same-sex
unions argued for legal recognition of gay relationships but
supporters of traditional marriage cried out that the bill
treads on religious liberty.
“There is no need to force individuals to violate their deeply
held religious beliefs,” said Kellie Fiedorek with the Alliance
Defending Freedom. “Yet we’ve
handled multiple cases where
laws expanding sexual liberty
have negatively impacted regular every day Americans because they have a sincere religious belief about sex and marriage.”
The bill, opponents stated,
does not include the same legal
protections and moral exemptions included in last year’s
proposed bill.
The civil union bill, a parallel
structure to marriage, now
moves to the Appropriations
Committee. Gov. John Hickenlooper announced that he
would sign it into law if it
reaches his desk.
The Colorado Catholic Con-
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A GATHERING of traditional-marriage supporters at the state Capitol Jan. 25 cheer and applaud as state representatives and religious leaders speak in defense of marriage between
one man and one woman, a belief under attack in the state Legislature, which is considering
a bill that would allow same-sex couples to form legalized unions. The Protect and Support
Marriage Rally was co-sponsored by the Colorado Catholic Conference and the Colorado
Family Institute. Read a column by rally speaker Kate Sweeney of Endow on Page 3.
ference, the state-level public
policy arm of the Catholic
Church, responded by cosponsoring a marriage rally
with the Colorado Family Institute at the state Capitol Jan. 25

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

to show support for traditional
marriage and oppose civil
unions.
The Church has stated that
marriage is the cornerstone of
society and exists for the bene-

fit of children and the protection of women. All people, including those with homosexual
tendencies, must be treated

See Rights, Page 6

YEAR OF FAITH: CATECHESIS

Educators mark 55, 40 years in
Catholic schools

Catholic Schools Week is observed Jan. 27-Feb. 2
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“A Christian education does not merely strive for the
maturing of a human person, but has as its principal
purpose this goal: that the baptized, while they are
gradually introduced the knowledge of the mystery
of salvation, become ever more aware of the gift of
faith they have received, and that they learn in addition how to worship God the Father in spirit and
truth (cf. John 4:23) especially in liturgical action, and be conformed in
their personal lives according to the new man created in justice and holiness of truth (Eph 4:22-24).” (Declaration on Christian Education, 2)
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Archbishop calls donors
with a personal ‘thank you’
BY JULIE FILBY

Young, hard-working
immigrants an asset to
the state and Church
St. Rose Duchesne was an immigrant to the United
States. So were St. John Neumann and St. Theodore
Guerin. St. Frances Xavier Cabrini was an immigrant,
too.
The Church in America has been an immigrant
Church since the very beginning. We should not be
surprised that some of our greatest saints have been
among the people who’ve traveled to America seeking
something.
The truth is that the Church in America is made up
of immigrants because America is made up of immigrants. Apart from Native Americans, this country has
been populated by waves of people who’ve come from
Europe and Africa, from Asia and from Latin America.
The United States is a place where people have long
gathered from everywhere, seeking safety, or prosperity, or liberty.
For more than 200 years, people have come to
America to pursue the ideals our nation represents.
Today most people would agree that immigration
policy needs to be reformed. The complexity of the
immigration process calls for standardization and
simplification. Comprehensive reform should be undertaken in a manner that respects the dignity of the
human person, the sovereignty of the family and the
important realities of national security.
But in addition to immigration reform, our nation,
and our state, needs to find ways to ensure that all
who have come to America are subject to laws that are
just and reasonable. We cannot resolve our immigration problems without laws that respect human dignity and promote human potential.
The Colorado Senate Education Committee heard
testimony last week on SB-33, the Colorado ASSET
bill. Colorado ASSET provides in-state tuition at state
colleges and universities to undocumented Coloradans who have attended and graduated from Colorado high schools and who are seeking to regularize
their immigration status.
I commend the bill’s sponsors, particularly Senators
Giron and Johnston, and Representatives Duran and
Williams, for promoting a bill that respects the dignity
of young, hard-working Coloradans, who, through no
fault of their own, live in Colorado illegally. ASSET ensures that Coloradans are equipped to contribute
meaningfully to their families, to their communities,
and to the civic life of our state.
Opponents of the bill suggest that ASSET will incentivize illegal immigration, or reward people who have
violated the law. But the beneficiaries of ASSET are
young people, most of whom did not choose to come
to Colorado. And they’re people who’ve proven an eagerness to participate in public life. Supporting young
people willing to engage in the American promise ensures social stability, economic promise for our state,
and a richer public and cultural life.
Colorado ASSET will not solve the immigration
problems in our country. Immigration law requires
comprehensive and serious reform. But ASSET will
help.
We need more American saints. We need a new generation of Nuemanns and Cabrinis. Education is always a step in the right direction.
Colorado ASSET will help form minds and help
form people to be good citizens. It may also help to
form the next generation of America’s immigrant
saints.

The Catholic Foundation of
Northern Colorado tried something new last week. To express
their gratitude to donors with a
personal touch, they organized a
live conference call with Denver
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila—
giving the prelate a chance to say
“thank you” firsthand.
Approximately 17,000 donors
of the ongoing New Harvest
Campaign, a $35 million
fundraising effort for Denver’s
two seminaries, were invited to
participate in the call that was
held at 7 p.m. Jan. 22. About 5,500
people accepted the invitation.
Using TeleForum technology,
the archbishop—along with
Msgr. Michael Glenn, rector of
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary—thanked donors for
their support, provided an update on seminarians, and left
the bulk of the 30-minute call
open for questions.
“It is wonderful to be able to
be with you,” Archbishop
Aquila began, speaking from
his office on the campus of the
John Paul II Center. “And to, first
of all, extend my deep gratitude
to each and every one of you for
your generosity to the New Harvest campaign.”
Following comments from
the archbishop and Msgr.
Glenn, time allowed for six participants to ask questions, and
the call ended with a blessing
by the archbishop. Callers were
also able to leave questions and
feedback on voicemail: a total
of 76 follow-up questions and
comments were received (see
sidebar for a sampling).
“We believe the TeleForum
went really well,” said Deacon
Steve Stemper, president and
CEO of the foundation, who
moderated the call. “Feedback
indicated 93 percent of participants appreciated the foundation ‘reaching out’ to them in
that way.”
Broadnet, the company that
developed TeleForum, considers
it to be the most powerful and
popular telephone town hall
product in the world. For this
event, the technology was donated by company CEO, Steve
Patterson, who is Catholic.
“We’re glad we did it,” Dea-

4 TOP QUESTIONS
Seventy-six of the 5,517 callers stayed on line after the end of the TeleForum to ask questions. The following are responses to the four most
common themes from the questions received:
Q: What is the status of A New Harvest campaign?
A: The campaign is nearing the end, with efforts for the final nine parishes expected to be completed in April. The seminaries and The Catholic
Foundation are confident that the campaign is on track to achieve its
$35 million goal, with a final accounting anticipated thereafter.
Q: What is the renovations schedule at the seminaries?
A: The design phase begins in February. Renovations will occur in two
phases: first, the chapel and main building, starting in September this
year; second, the library and refectory, starting in May 2014. Both
phases will be completed in August 2014—before the new 2014-2015
academic year.
Q: How do other dioceses support our seminaries?
A: A number of dioceses do not have seminaries and enroll their students in other diocesan seminaries (like ours). They pay us tuition for
their students. This provides our seminaries with an excellent source of
revenue, amounting to $2.3 million in the current year.
Q: What is the course of study for seminarians and how is it affected
by today’s societal issues?
A: The typical seminarian is in the program seven years. The focus
changes as seminarians move through the program: the focus in the
first year is on discernment; in the second and third years on philosophy, leading to a bachelor’s degree; and in the last four years on theology, leading to a master’s degree. Seminarians have an ongoing process
of formation throughout the program in psychological/sexual issues,
family counseling needs and language preparation, amongst others.

con Stemper said. “A 90-plus
percent approval rating indicates it went well.”
Though he realizes this type
of technology isn’t for everyone.
“We recognize that not everyone would want to get a call
from the archbishop,” he said,
“we ask for their understanding
as we tried this new option of
leveraging the archbishop’s
time to communicate with
thousands at once.
“Some people may have been
leery of taking a call, because unsolicited calls usually involve a
solicitation,” he added. “But this
call was simply to allow the archbishop and Msgr. Glenn to thank
A New Harvest donors and answer their questions. We hope
that if we try this again, even
more people will participate.”
Campaign donors were invited to the TeleForum through an
audio message, recorded by
Deacon Stemper, delivered to
their phones the night before
the TeleForum.
Jim Broski, a longtime Serran
and parishioner at St. Thomas

More Parish in Centennial, participated in the call.
“I appreciated the call very
much,” he told the Denver
Catholic Register. “It’s one thing
to read the words of the archbishop or Msgr. Glenn, but it’s
another to hear them or be with
them live … the call was productive and almost as personal
as being in-person.”
He also appreciated the content.
“Money, fundraising push or
goals were not talked about,” he
added. “What came across was
the Church was thanking the
faithful in a genuine way. That
was clear from the ‘get-go’ and I
thought that was very nice.”
The team will assess feedback to determine if future TeleForum calls will be conducted.
To listen to a 30-minute rebroadcast of the Jan. 22 TeleForum, scan the
QR code or visit
www.thecatho
licfoundation.
com.
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Empowered laity is goal of Living the
Catholic Faith Conference March 1-2
BY JEAN TORKELSON

Timing is especially significant this year for the annual
Living the Catholic Faith Conference on March 1-2, which
has as its theme, “Stand Firm in
the Faith.”
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
and a roster of some 20 speakers aim to inspire and invigorate Catholics in a year that not
only brings grave, growing
threats to religious liberty, but
also marks what Pope Benedict
XVI has proclaimed the Year of
Faith.
The opening keynote address by Archbishop Aquila will
offer the challenge, “Be courageous, be strong.”
“We want people to leave the
conference feeling uplifted, encouraged and excited by the
Catholic faith,” said James Cavanagh, head of the conference
planning committee and director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis for the
Archdiocese of Denver. “They
will hear some of the best
Catholic speakers in the country; get together with literally
thousands of fellow Catholics
and draw encouragement from
them, and also be able to visit
90 exhibitors and explore
books, gifts and various kinds
of apostolates—that is also a
great part of the experience.”
The annual conference,
which is the single largest
Catholic gathering in the Rocky
Mountain region, will be held
at the Colorado Convention
Center in downtown Denver.
Cavanagh said the goal this
year is to meet and even exceed
last year’s attendance of more
than 4,000 people.
The conference also includes
a two-day complement of
speakers and workshops in
Spanish for Hispanic participants and, on Saturday, a day of
presentations geared toward
young Catholics, ages 13-18.
(For details on how to register, see box.)
Each year, the Living the

2013 LIVING THE
CATHOLIC FAITH
CONFERENCE
When: March 1-2
Where: Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th St., Denver

For information, registration
and cost
Email: lcfc@archden.org
Call: 303-715-3260
Online: www.lcfcdenver.org

Catholic Faith committee looks
to the themes of the Holy Father as it begins to develop its
own speakers and mission
statement for the following
year, Cavanagh said. Early last
year, as the committee began
to plan for this March, it became clear that in these perilous times, the laity need to be
empowered to “stand firm in
the faith,” as Pope Benedict
wrote in his apostolic letter
proclaiming the Year of Faith.
“The Holy Father shows us the
direction we need to go, so the
Year of Faith was definitely part
of our planning,” Cavanagh said.
“Second, the whole issue of religious freedom was beginning to
occupy more of the conversation. We wanted the conference
to focus on this as a time when
Catholics really do need to stand
firm in the faith … clearly, there
are signs that religious freedom
is not something we can take for
granted.”
The laity is an essential part of
the witness for Christ, from
Scripture to the catechism to the
teachings of the magisterium.
“All of the baptized faithful
share in the prophetic office of
Christ,” Cavanagh said. “That
was a key teaching of Vatican II,
that the Christian laity have an
important role to play in the
evangelization and sanctification of the world.
“One of the great things about
a conference,” he added, “is that
you are surrounded by literally

thousands of other Catholics excited about their faith and you
realize that we’re part of a big
family, and that fact alone gives
you encouragement.”
In addition to Archbishop
Aquila—who will also celebrate
the opening Mass on Friday
morning—other keynoters include Msgr. Eduardo Chavez,
author of 28 books and expert
on studies of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Msgr. Chavez will
celebrate the Mass on Saturday
morning and give the Spanish
keynote address.
Other keynoters include Curtis Martin, founder of the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students and a charismatic
speaker about the power of
evangelization; Sherry Weddell,
an expert on helping people discern their spiritual gifts and author of “Forming Intentional
Disciples” and Damon Owens,
father of eight, as well as a dynamic speaker, gospel musician,
former corporate executive, and
now executive director of the
Theology of the Body Institute.
Teens meet on Saturday for
daylong
workshops
and
keynote presentations by Father Jim Crisman, director of
Priestly Vocations for the Archdiocese of Denver, and Tammy
Evevard, a popular speaker on
faith and family issues and author of “Becoming.”
In addition, more than a
dozen other speakers will present workshops on provocative
topics such the discernment of
spirits, overcoming destructive
tendencies in family life, and
what criteria apply for calling
oneself a Catholic.
“We want to appeal to a broad
cross-section of the laity and inspire and encourage them, not
just give them information,” Cavanagh said. “We hope people
will learn things about their faith
they never knew before, and that
opening new doors will open
new perspectives.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3262;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Paradoxes of the sexual revolution to be
explored at next Archbishop’s Lecture

Mary Eberstadt, author of
“Adam and Eve After the Pill:
Paradoxes of the Sexual Revolution,” will deliver the next Archbishop’s Lecture Series 7 p.m.
Feb. 11 in Bonfils Hall of the John
Paul II Center in south Denver.
The title of her lecture is “Myths
of the Sexual Revolution.” Eberstadt will show how the sexual
revolution has victimized the
weakest, from the fetus left legally unprotected in the womb, to

generations of children falling from achieving greater virility
with access to pornogbetween the cracks of
raphy, have been weakwhat is now a sad
ened; and how the
cliché, “the broken
promise of greater haphome.” She’ll also expiness outside of marplore the many parariage simply isn’t true.
doxes of the sexual revThe John Paul II Center
olution—for example,
is located at 1300 S.
how sexual freedom
has actually led to a
Steele St. in Denver.
MARY
more restricted society, EBERSTADT Seating is first come,
where women often
first served. For more
feel unsafe, and how men, far information, call 303-715-3230.

MARRIAGE

KATE SWEENEY

Traditional marriage
written on the human heart
The following column was adapted from a remarks delivered
by Kate Sweeney of the nonprofit organization Endow at the Protect and Support Marriage Rally held at the state Capitol Jan. 25.
We stand up today because we see that the real goal of civil
union legislation is social endorsement of same-sex unions,
and, soon enough, the redefinition of marriage. Those with
same-sex attraction have a right to live as they choose, but they
do not have the right to define marriage for all of us.
Marriage, which is written on the human heart, cannot be
separated from children. Like all of you, I came from a mother and a father. I am here today before you because Drew and
Beth, with God’s grace, brought me to life. And as a child of a
divorced family, I can personally attest to the great vacuum
that exists when a mother and father together are not part of
raising a child.
Growing up without my dad has left scars on my heart and
deeply affected my relationships. Following my parents’ divorce at age 5, I grew up in a very loving home, surrounded by
numerous extended family members. “The Aunts”—my mom’s
five strong, smart and compassionate sisters—were all hugely
instrumental in my childhood, present to guide me, cry with
me, challenge me. Encircled by dozens of cousins, I was anything but lonely growing up. But I personally experienced that I
could never fill the void of having an absent parent, for me, the
dad I wanted to love me and lead me.
I remember parent-night my senior year in high school, after the homecoming basketball game, when all the seniors
were honored. My mom was there, proudly beaming, family
cheering from the stands, and I just kept wanting my dad to
be there, too. I remember standing on the stage wishing I
didn’t care that he wasn’t there, wishing I could just be fine
with the fact that I was surrounded by so many good people
who loved me. But it just wasn’t enough.
Soon after that night, I remember driving out to this lonely
cornfield near our farmhouse, parking by my favorite tree,
and sitting on the hood and windshield of my car, looking up
into the sky. I just started crying … hard. I began talking to
my absent father, beginning with my earliest memories since
the divorce. Tears streaming down my face, I “told” him
about everything he’d missed—my achievements, my failures, the dreams that were forming for my future.
And when I was done with what he had missed, I got into the
heart of it: I told him all the things I had deeply desired for him
to do for me—to tell me that I was valuable, to fight for me, to
love my mom, to help me figure things out so I didn’t have to
figure them all out on my own. And then I got to the root of it
for me: growing up without my father left me feeling deeply
alone, at the core of my being. I could look around and list 30
family members who loved me, lived near me, would die for
me. But without a dad in my life, loving me, I felt totally alone.
Speaking from my own experience—and that of every other “divorced-kid” I know—children NEED a mother and a father. The high divorce rates are just one more reason we
should be strengthening marriage, not conducting radical social experiments on it. How can I be silent in Colorado when
I see my elected government officials trying to institutionalize a situation that has scarred me considerably?
We stand up today because marriage is our most basic social
institution for the protection of children. The welfare and rights
of children trump the rights to children. Marriage is not designed to protect the love between two people; it is designed to
provide children with families. And families are the fundamental building blocks of a stable social order. I stand with you today because in the name of “benefits” and of “love”—we are
sacrificing our children. And I cannot be silent.
Kate Sweeney is director of programs for Endow (Educating on
the Nature and Dignity of Women), a Catholic study program to
educate women and girls about their God-given dignity and vocation as women.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Of all the Christian virtues, charity is the greatest
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

The Marriage Debate III:
the nature of things
Cardinal Francis George of Chicago is, arguably, the most
intellectually accomplished bishop in the history of the
American episcopate. Earlier this year, when the Illinois Legislature began to consider changing state law to “accommodate those of the same sex who wish to ‘marry’ one another”
(as the cardinal put it), Professor Dr. George gave the readers
of his column in the Chicago archdiocesan newspaper a lesson in metaphysics—and, I suspect, a high-voltage intellectual jolt:
“Sexual relations between a man and a woman are naturally and necessarily different from sexual relations between
same-sex partners. This truth is part of the common sense of
the human race. It was true before the existence of either
Church or State, and it will continue to be true when there is
no state of Illinois and no United States of America. A proposal to change this truth about marriage in civil law is less a
threat to religion than it is an affront to human reason and
the common good of society. It means we are all to pretend
to accept something we know is physically impossible. The
Legislature might just as well repeal the law of gravity.”
The crucial term here is “naturally.” And if people were
shocked by the cardinal’s suggestion that a same-sex “marriage” law would be as fatuous as a statute repealing the law
of gravity, it’s because our philosophically-challenged culture
has lost any grip on what “nature” means, beyond that physical world we venerate through such civic rituals as recycling.
There is little sense of the givenness of things, in the 21stcentury postmodern West. And where there is no culturallyaffirmed conviction that some realities simply are, there will
be a parallel intuition that everything is fungible, plastic, malleable: anything can be changed by an act of will. The legal ne
plus ultra of this cultural phenomenon came in 2007, when
the Spanish government allowed Juan to become Juanita on
his/her national identity card by simply declaring (absent
any surgical alteration) that he was now she. Cardinal George
was suggesting, correctly in my view, that same-sex “marriage” is the same, essentially incoherent denial of givenness
manifest in Spain’s Law 3/2007.
In his Christmas address to the Roman Curia last December, Pope Benedict XVI raised similar issues. We deplore the
“manipulation of nature” today “where our environment is
concerned,” the pope noted; but when it comes to human affairs, human “nature” has become a matter of our “choice.”
Which means that we no longer experience ourselves as
unique composites of matter and spirit. The “matter” of our
humanness is mere ephemera; we are merely, as Benedict
put it, “spirit and will.”
Who are the big losers, the pope asked, when societies and
cultures lose their grip on the reality that “man and women
are complementary versions of what it means to be human”?
The family is certainly a loser: for if there is no “duality of
man and women” that is accepted as the Way Things Are,
than “neither is the family any longer a reality” established by
anything other than our willfulness.
The biggest losers, though, are children, the pope argued. If
children are simply a lifestyle choice in a “family” that is nothing other than a willed arrangement for mutual convenience,
children lose their rightful place and their rightful dignity. Citing the chief rabbi of France, Gilles Bernheim, Benedict argued that children are, in this bizarre new world, no longer
the subject of rights. Rather, “the child has become an object
to which people have a right and which they have a right to
obtain.” The freedom to be creative, which finds its most awesome expression in procreation, has been reduced to the freedom to create myself, however I imagine myself to be.
The marriage debate is thus about more than the legal definition of marriage, although that is serious enough. It’s a debate about whether there are any givens in the human condition, or whether willfulness and self-assertion trump reality
at every point. If they do, what happens to democracies built
on self-evident truths?

Feb. 3: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 1:4-5; 17-19
• Psalm 71:1-6, 15-17
• 1 Corinthians 13:4-13
• Luke 4:21-30
Synopsis: This week’s first
reading describes the call of Jeremiah, who was chosen by God
to be a prophet long before he
was born. Jeremiah was the son
of a priest. He grew up in the village of Anathoth, which was
about 2 miles from Jerusalem.
Jeremiah lived in one of the
most traumatic periods of Israel’s history when Jerusalem
was conquered by the Babylonians and her people sent into exile. Injustice and idolatry had
undermined the Jewish nation,
which led to Jerusalem’s downfall. Israel’s destiny has always
been closely connected with
that of other peoples and so Jeremiah’s calling was not limited
to his fellow Jews. Rather, he was
called “to be a prophet to the nations.” This reading forms the
background for this week’s
Gospel where Christ preaches in
the synagogue at Nazareth, saying, in effect, that God’s love extends beyond the boundaries of
Israel. The second reading is one
of the most beautiful passages in

the Bible. Often referred to as St.
Paul’s “chapter on love,” this
reading sums up the essential
Gospel message. Of all the
Christian virtues, charity is by far
the greatest. In this week’s
Gospel Jesus preaches in the
synagogue at Nazareth. At first,
the people were amazed, but
soon their mood quickly
changed. Jesus’ allusion to the
widow of Zaraphath and Naaman the Syrian said to his audience that just as God had
blessed the Gentiles in the past,
he was going to do so again
through him. Jesus warned
them that if they failed to live up
to their calling as a holy nation,
God would punish them just as
he had punished their ancestors.
Key verse: “Before I formed
you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated
you, a prophet to the nations I
appointed you” (Jer 1:4-5).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Christ ... fulfills this
prophetic office, not only by
the hierarchy ... but also by the
laity. He accordingly both establishes them as witnesses
and provides them with the
sense of the faith (sensus fidei)
and the grace of the word. ‘To
teach in order to lead others to
faith is the task of every preacher and of each believer’” (904).

Pope Benedict XVI: “The
service of charity is a constitutive element of the Church’s
mission and an indispensable
expression of her very being; all
the faithful have the right and
duty to devote themselves personally to living the new commandment that Christ left us
(cf. John 15:12), and to offering
our contemporaries not only
material assistance, but also refreshment and care for their
souls” (Moto proprio, “On the
Service of Charity,” Nov. 11,
2012).

Life Application: The Catholic
Church is like a sacrament—“a
sign and instrument of communion with God and of unity
among all men” (“Lumen Gentium,” 1). Each one of us, as
members of the Church, has
been called to announce God’s
love and profess faith in Christ
publicly in both word and deed
and thereby draw all people into
the divine life of the Most Holy
Trinity. In this way we participate in the prophetic office of
Christ. This divine calling, however, is fulfilled to the extent that
we do so with love.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Humor and hope
“I didn’t go to religion to make
me happy. I always knew a bottle
of Port would do that. If you
want a religion to make you feel
really comfortable, I certainly
don’t recommend Christianity.”
Thus states C.S. Lewis, helping
me digest more of Christianity.
I agreed with the recent letter
to the editor in the Jan. 23 Denver Catholic Register, lauding
the masterful writing of our
archbishop. I too appreciate his
writing, as well as those of such
refreshing wits in our day as
those of George Weigel and
Chris Stefanick. I marry their
articles with the timeless writings of C.S. Lewis, G.K. Chesterton, J.R.R. Tolkein, Blessed
Mother Teresa and Fulton
Sheen. Thank God for the likes
of such individuals who have

shared their gifts through the
masterful script of pen!
I do not know how I would live
in a world permeated with so
much negativity if it were not for
the likes of those who interpret
the times with the hopeful illumination of the Gospel. Little is
more refreshing to my soul, than
to tune out the sounds of TV and
computers; entering into the
world of an old-fashioned newspaper or book. I savor the humor
and wisdom quipped by the noted authors.
Chesterton writes, “The word
“good” has many meanings. For
example, if a man were to shoot
his grandmother at a range of
500 yards, I should call him a
good shot, but not necessarily a
good man.” Thoughts like these
add humor and hope to my day.
Mike d’Esterre, L.S.W.
Lakewood

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more
than 250 words and should
include the writer’s name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed.
Letters may be edited. Send
letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Jan 30: Mass, Holy Family High School, Broomfield (10:15 a.m.)
Feb. 3: Mass, Notre Dame Parish, Denver (10:30 a.m.)

CORRECTIONS
In last week’s issue, the letters behind the names in the information about the Dominican priests’ assignments included a software-generated typo. The initials behind the appointments for Fathers Charles
Bouchard, Thomas Lynch and Edward M. Ruane, are O.P. The Register apologizes for the typos and any confusion they may have caused.
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Bishops to review lawsuit of woman
who died at Catholic hospital
BY VERONICA AMBUUL
COLORADO CATHOLIC HERALD

In a statement released Jan. 24, the
Catholic bishops of Colorado’s three
dioceses said they plan to review a civil lawsuit in the case of a woman who
died along with her unborn twins at a
Catholic hospital.
Lori Stodghill was seven months
pregnant with twin boys when she began feeling sick on Jan. 1, 2006. Her
husband drove her to St. Thomas More
Hospital in Cañon City, Colo., which is
owned by Catholic Health Initiatives
(CHI), a multi-state network consisting of about 170 facilities. The lawsuit
states that Stodghill’s obstetrician, Dr.
Pelham Staples, was on call that
evening but did not answer his pager.

She died of a massive heart attack
shortly after arriving at the hospital.
Stodghill’s husband filed a wrongful
death lawsuit against CHI, arguing
that Staples might not have been able
to save his wife but should have tried
to save the twins through a cesarean
section. When the case went to court
in Fremont County, Colo., CHI’s
lawyers argued successfully that the
unborn twins are not considered “persons” under Colorado law, and therefore a wrongful death lawsuit had no
merit. The basis of CHI’s defense—that
unborn babies are not persons with legal standing—is controversial because
it would seem to contradict the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishop’s “Ethi-

See Hospital, Page 6

NUN OF THE ABOVE

BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.” This week’s
quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) Nos. 343-364.
In the liturgical calendar at the end of January, we have two great teachers of the faith,
St. Thomas Aquinas and St. John Bosco.
They both showed the harmony between
faith and reason, but above this, they both
taught the primacy of love.
1. The rule of St. Benedict says that nothing
should take precedence over “the work of
God.” What did Benedict mean by “the work
of God”?
A. obeying the natural law
B. using one’s talents well
C. solemn worship
D. the work of one’s hands for the glory of
God
E. NOTA
2. Which day in the order of creation is the
Sabbath rest?
A. first
B. fourth
C. sixth
D. seventh
E. NOTA

3. The catechism speaks of an eighth day.
What event marks the eighth day?
A. the crossing of the Red Sea
B. Christ’s resurrection
C. the day of judgment
D. the creation of a new heaven and a new
earth
E. NOTA

4. This is the fundamental reason for the dignity of man:
A. We can know and love our Creator and
share in his life.
B. Through our reason we have dominion
over all creatures.
C. We can improve ourselves through invention and reflection.
D. We form societies and develop culture.
E. NOTA
5. Being in the image of God means that
each individual is not just something, but:

“For in Christ Jesus, (all that counts
for anything is) faith working through
love.”—Gal 5:6
A. anything
B. nothing
C. someone
D. everyone
E. NOTA
6. God created all the earth for man, and
man in turn should do this:
A. enjoy all the good things of the earth
B. renounce all earthly pleasures
C. explore and utilize land and sea
D. offer all back to God
E. NOTA
7. St. Paul says that the human race takes
its origins from these two men:
A. Adam and Noah
B. Cain and Abel
C. Abraham and Isaac
D. David and Moses
E. NOTA
8. This pope in the encyclical “Sumie Pontificatus” speaks beautifully of the unity of all
men—of the “law of solidarity and charity”:
A. Leo XIII
B. Pius XII
C. Paul VI
D. John Paul I
E. NOTA
9. Which of these is a definition of the immortal soul?
A. the moral and emotional center of man
B. the spirit of inspiration in man
C. the origin of our deepest feelings
D. the spiritual principle in man
E. NOTA
10. How are we to regard the body?
A. Each of us should despise our bodily life.
B. We should be very mindful of fads in hair,
clothing and cosmetics so that our appearance is always trendy and fashionable.
C. We are to regard the body as good and
hold it in honor.
D. We should take our inspiration from I Tim
4:8—“Physical exercise profiteth little”—and
resign ourselves to the couch.
E. NOTA
1. C, 2. D, 3. B, 4. A, 5. C, 6. D, 7. E (Adam
and Christ), 8. B, 9. D, 10. C

The primacy of love
in the Gospel

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE:

Next week’s quiz covers catechism Nos. 365384.
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Bishop: National Catholic Reporter undermines Church teaching

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (CNA)—
Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas
City-St. Joseph announced his
discouragement that the National Catholic Reporter has
failed to live up to the
“Catholic” portion of its name.
“In light of the number of
recent expressions of concern, I have a responsibility as
the local bishop to instruct
the faithful about the problematic nature of this media
source which bears the name
‘Catholic,’” he wrote in his
Jan. 25 column for his diocesan paper, The Catholic Key.
His comments on the National Catholic Reporter came in the
context of World Communications Day, held on Jan. 24. He
noted that the day is celebrated
then as it is the feast of St. Francis de Sales, patron of journalists and the Catholic press.
Bishop Finn reflected on the
role bishops play in fostering
Catholic media, and their responsibility over local media
for the promotion and protection of the faith.

The bishop noted that he is cese’s coadjutor in May 2004.
well-pleased with The Catholic
He continued: “In the last
Key and its staff, who “use the months I have been deluged
paper to teach Catholic doc- with emails and other corretrine, to provide trustworthy spondence from Catholics
reflections on issues
concerned about the
that take place in our
editorial stances of
culture, and to provide
the Reporter: officially
stories of apostolic life
condemning Church
and work—particularteaching on the ordily from our local dionation of women, incese—that inspire us
sistent undermining
to live our Catholic
of Church teaching
faith more fully.”
on artificial contraBISHOP
Bishop Finn said he ROBERT FINN ception and sexual
is similarly happy with
morality in general,
the Catholic radio station lo- lionizing dissident theologies
cated in the diocese, KEXS while rejecting established
1090, for helping Catholics to magisterial teaching, and a
“know and live their faith.”
litany of other issues.”
In contrast to these positive,
He noted that the problems
faithful Catholic media out- associated with the National
lets located in the Kansas Catholic Reporter did not start
City-St. Joseph diocese, Bish- under his time as bishop.
op Finn examined the Nation“Bishop Charles Helmsing in
al Catholic Reporter.
October of 1968 issued a con“I have received letters and demnation of the National
other complaints about NCR Catholic Reporter and asked the
from the beginning of my publishers to remove the name
time here,” said Bishop Finn, ‘Catholic’ from their title—to
who was consecrated the dio- no avail. From my perspective,

NCR’s positions against authentic Church teaching and leadership have not changed trajectory in the intervening decades.”
He noted that early on in his
time as bishop he asked that
the Reporter “submit their
bona fides as a Catholic media
outlet in accord with the expectations of Church law.
“They declined to participate,” he wrote, “indicating
that they considered themselves an ‘independent newspaper which commented on
things Catholic.’ At other
times, correspondence has
seemed to reach a dead end.”
Bishop Finn wrote that
“While I remain open to substantive and respectful discussion with the legitimate
representatives of NCR, I find
that my ability to influence
the National Catholic Reporter toward fidelity to the
Church seems limited to the
supernatural level.”
Noting Bishop Finn’s column, Edward Peters, professor of canon law at Sacred

Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, posited that National
Catholic Reporter’s use of
“Catholic” in their title is
canonically illicit.
“There is simply zero question about this assertion, for
they ‘claim the name Catholic
without the consent of the
competent ecclesiastical authority.’ Second, once one is
shown to be acting illegally
under canon law, a number of
canonical responses to illicit
activity come into play including precepts, the invocation of penal law, and certain
sacramental consequences
for organizational leadership,” Peters wrote Jan. 25 in
his blog “In the Light of the
Law.”
Bishop Finn’s column concluded as it began, with an appeal to St. Francis de Sales.
Realizing that by natural
means he has been unable to
bring the Reporter to fidelity
to the Church, he wrote: “For
this we pray: St. Francis De
Sales, intercede for us.”

Rights

Colorado, testified that the passage of the bill would threaten
its ability to follow its religious
convictions about marriage
and continue its adoptive and
foster-care services.
“I was a little surprised by
some of the testimony today
that folks are comfortable using this bill as a tool for discrimination against those who
have religious beliefs,” Rohlena
told the Judiciary Committee.
His agency, he said, has
adopted 314 children and
serves 10 counties. He said in
other states, like Illinois, Massachusetts and Washington,
Catholic Charities was forced

out of the adoption and foster
care business because of similar civil unions laws.
“I think based on what I’ve
heard today that would be a
similar type of battle we’re facing here,” he said.
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Denver released a statement Jan. 23
about the bill.
“We partner with foster and
adoptive families to form a
community of support, and a
community in faith,” the statement read. “(Senate Bill) 11, as
currently written, restricts the
ability of agencies like Catholic
Charities to partner with foster

and adoptive families who
share common purpose, and
live common values. Without
safeguards to protect religious
communities, the vital work of
many child placement agencies in Colorado will be threatened.”
Opponents of the bill further
testified that the bill will open
more businesses owners and
private citizens to the possibility of lawsuits.
Nicolle Martin, an attorney
with Colorado Family Action,
testified about the Lakewood
baker who refused to make a
cake for a gay couple and faced
fines and a jail sentence. She

said the bill lacks a necessary
exemption for First Amendment rights.
“This glaring deficiency will
open the flood-gates of litigation,” she said.
A further flaw is the legislation contradicts the will of Coloradoans, who in 2006 rejected
Referendum I, an equivalent of
civil unions, and passed
Amendment 43,which defines
marriage as between one man
and one woman.

of life ‘from the moment of
conception until death,’” the
document
states.
“The
Church’s defense of life encompasses the unborn and
the care of women and their
children during and after
pregnancy.”
An appellate court judge
confirmed the ruling in favor
of CHI. Stodghill’s lawyers

have filed an appeal with the
Colorado Supreme Court,
which is expected to announce whether it will hear
the case within several weeks.
In their Jan. 24 press release,
which was issued by the Archdiocese of Denver, where CHI
is based, the Colorado bishops stated that they “will undertake a full review of this lit-

igation, and of the policies
and practices of Catholic
Health Initiatives to ensure fidelity and faithful witness to
the teachings of the Catholic
Church.
“From the moment of conception, human beings are
endowed with dignity and
with fundamental rights, the
most foundational of which is

life,” the release stated.
“Catholics and Catholic institutions have the duty to protect and foster human life,
and to witness to the dignity
of the human person—particularly to the dignity of the unborn. No Catholic institution
may legitimately work to undermine fundamental human
dignity.”

From Page 1

with compassion and their
God-given dignity respected.
Yet sacred Scripture and tradition states homosexual acts
are “intrinsically disordered”
and are contrary to the natural
law. “They do not proceed from
a genuine affective sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved,” according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
At the hearings, Mark Rohlena, president and CEO of
Catholic Charities of Central

Hospital

From Page 5

cal and Religious Directives
for Catholic Health Care,” issued in 2009, that lay out the
principles
under
which
Catholic hospitals operate.
“Catholic health care ministry witnesses to the sanctity

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

CHILD ABUSE HOT LINE NUMBERS
The Archdiocese of Denver takes allegations of sexual abuse of children very seriously and is committed to addressing each allegation with compassion and respect for all involved.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to the Archdiocese of Denver, contact the director of Child and Youth Protection at 303-715-3226.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to civil authorities, use the appropriate child abuse hotline numbers. In addition to the referenced numbers below, reports
also may be made to the local law enforcement agency.
Adams County
303-412-5212

Broomfield County
720-887-2271

Garfield County
970-945-9193

Arapahoe County
303-636-1750

Clear Creek County
303-679-2365

Gilpin County
303-582-5444

Boulder County
303-441-1000
303-441-4444 (After
hours/weekends and
holidays)

Denver County
720-944-3000

Grand County
970-725-3331

Eagle County
970-328-8840

Jackson County
970-723-4750

Jefferson County
303-271-4131 or
303-271-4357

Moffatt County
970-824-8282

Rio Blanco County
970-878-5011

Washington County
970-345-2238

Larimer County
970-498-6990

Morgan County
970-542-3530,
Ext. 1529

Routt County
970-879-1540

Weld County
970-352-1551,
Ext. 6214

Logan County
970-522-2194

Phillips County
970-854-2280
Pitkin County
970-927-1611 (press 2)

Sedgwick County
970-474-3397
Summit County
970-668-4100

Yuma County
970-332-4877
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Longmont Catholics work to make
life better for the poor in Uganda

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY JULIE FILBY

When Father Francis Mayinja first
visited St. John the Baptist Church in
Longmont more than five years ago
from his native Uganda, he told
parishioners about the struggles of
people in his home village of Wabale.
Residents were without clean water,
many children didn’t have a school to
attend, the sick and elderly had little
access to the health care they needed,
and several of their churches had dirt
floors and no doors or windows.
Touched by his compelling stories,
the Colorado congregation quickly
bonded with the missionary priest and
instantly fell in love with their Ugan-

ST. JOHN the
Baptist Parish
and school in
Longmont have
provided thousands of dollars
in support for
Ugandans since
2007. Last year,
they donated
basketball uniforms to students at a school
they helped build
and continue to
support, St. Kizito School, in Wabale.

dan brothers and sisters on the other
side of the world.
“Father Francis understood them,”
John Williams, outreach coordinator at
St. John the Baptist, told the Denver
Catholic Register. “He knew them as
friends and fellow villagers … (and) we
became attached to this humble servant.”
That bond was evident in the
parish’s generous response: $30,000
was collected.
“Our gift was allocated for education,
food and clean water,” said Williams.
“With our donations, a primary school
was started, food was purchased for stu-

See Uganda, Page 13
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Educators mark 55 and 40 years in Catholic schools
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

During Catholic Schools
Week, Jan. 27-Feb. 2, educators honored for most years of
service in Archdiocese of Denver schools include Frank
Sferra for 55 years; as well as
three educators who have
served 40 years: Maureen
Kraus, Kathie Kuehl and
Josephine Tscheschke.

Frank Sferra, 55 years
Mullen High School, Denver
Frank Sferra has spent 55
years not just teaching kids to
get to college but “to get to
heaven.”
“People who teach in
Catholic schools are so lucky,”
he told the Denver Catholic
Register from his office at Denver’s Mullen High School. “We
live in a faith community …
and there’s a dynamism that’s
incredible. You can feel it.”

Sferra began teaching in
1957 at his alma mater, Regis
High Jesuit High School. Then
after teaching at Bishop
Machebeuf High School 19581960, he started at Mullen in
the fall of 1960. There he has
primarily been a speech, debate and public speaking
teacher; as well as a celebrated coach for 52 years.
Sferra refers to landing at
Mullen as somewhat of an
“accident” prompted by the
grace of God. Following graduation from Regis College
(now university), Sferra was
working on his master’s degree in speech at the University of Colorado in Boulder,
teaching at Machebeuf, and
planning to take a job in Texas
when he befriended Mullen’s
librarian. “Mrs. Harrington”
encouraged him to apply at
Mullen as the school was
starting a speech team.
Following his interview,
Sferra was surprised to receive
a job offer as the school was
mostly staffed by Lasallian
Christian Brothers, the order
that founded it.
“I was the first lay teacher
they’d hired in seven years,”
he recalled. “We were ‘up to
our ears’ in brothers then.”
Today there are three religious brothers at the school.
In 1960 when Sferra started
at Mullen, the enrollment of
the boys’ school (today it is
coed) was 150 and 65 of those
students were from area orphanages. This concern for
the poor and the Lasallian approach to education drew
Sferra in.
“I was impressed with the
brothers because of their care
and vigilance,” he said. “They
really live that (charism).
“I thought I would stay two
years and get some experience,” he said with a laugh.
Fifty-two years later, Sferra
has mentored many national
level competitors in speech
and debate including three individual national champions
and several national team
awards. He has served on the
National Forensic League district committee since 1956;

FRANK
SFERRA

KATHIE
KUEHL

the NFL Council for 38 years,
10 as president; hosted the
NFL tournament twice; and
chaired the Colorado State
Tournament 14 times.
He is a member of the Colorado High School Activities
Association Hall of Fame, the
NFL Hall of Fame and the National Federation of High
School Activities Associations
Hall of Fame. In 1985, he received the Pellham Award for
Contribution to Forensic Education, in 1996 was named
Colorado Teacher of the Year
for the National Endowment
for the Arts, and in 1998
named Forensic Educator of
the Year.
“It’s not a job,” he said. “It’s
just ‘what I do.’ Every day is
exciting.”

Maureen Kraus, 40 years
Shrine of St. Anne School, Arvada
Maureen Kraus believes
“education should be a fun
and unique experience for
every child.”
Teaching elementary-level
grades in Catholic schools for
40 years, Kraus is currently a
first-grade teacher at Shrine of
St. Anne School in Arvada.
During her tenure, she has experienced the fact that teaching is not a job one leaves at
the end of the day, but a true
labor of love.
“Teaching is not just a 40hour job,” she said. “But
rather an unending job doing
whatever it takes, so that each
child will succeed.”
She feels it is her responsibility to help children grow
not only academically, but
personally and ethically as
well.
“As a model to my students,
I demonstrate the behaviors

School happenings
Martha Rittenburg, eighthgrade teacher at St. John the
Baptist School in Longmont,
was one of 12 teachers selected in the country to receive
the National Catholic Education
Association
Distinguished Teacher Award from
the Department of Elementary Schools of the NCEA. She
was chosen from a potential
pool of more than 100,000
teachers based on the follow-

ing criteria: at least 10 years’
experience in a Catholic
school; highly regarded by
peers, students and parents;
and for maintaining “a clear,
integrated philosophy of
Catholic education.” Rittenberg, who has been teaching
at the school since 1976, will
be honored at a ceremony and
banquet at the annual NCEA
Convention April 2. “Mrs. Rittenberg’s
dedication
to

JOSEPHINE
TSCHESCHKE

expected: respect, kindness,
consideration and living the
Gospel message,” she said.
In choosing to become a
teacher following graduation
from St. Mary’s College in
Leavenworth, Kan., with a
bachelor’s of science degree
in elementary education, she
made a commitment to her
students.
“Parents have entrusted
these children to me and I
care for them like my own,”
she said. “It is my pleasure to
be around the children who
teach me new things daily. No
two days are ever alike, and
there is never a dull moment.”
Kraus taught fourth and
fifth grades at St. Bernadette
School for 13 years, before
starting at St. Anne’s 27 years
ago. There, she has taught
fifth and third grades; and first
grade for the last 16 years.
“What a joy teaching has
been for me; and it keeps me
on my toes and ever young!”

Kathie Kuehl, 40 years
Shrine of St. Anne School, Arvada
During 40 years in Catholic
education, Kathie Kuehl has
appreciated
the
“real
strength” she finds in the
Catholic school system: a diversity blessed with unity.
“Here, and in all Catholic
schools, we share a common
bond of faith, good education
and wanting what’s best for
our children,” she said. “Our
parents choose to be here because of the values and priorities they have for their kids:
there’s a greater commonality
than geography.”
Kuehl has served at Shrine
of St. Anne School in Arvada
for 36 years: five as a junior
high social studies teacher

Catholic education is evident
to us all every day. We are
honored that she has continued to invest her life’s calling
of educating children here at
SJBCS,” said principal Julie
Rossi.
On Dec. 18, following the
Dec. 14 school shooting at
Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Conn.,
the student council at St. Pius
X School in Aurora organized
a fundraiser for victims. The

See Happenings, Page 12
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Tscheschke of Notre Dame School
greatly anticipates.
“I’m not burned out because every
year is different,” she said. “It’s a challenge but it’s also the satisfaction of
meeting that challenge and watching
them grow.”
The Nebraska native came to Colorado to teach in the late 1960s. After
earning her bachelor’s degree from the
College of St. Mary in Omaha, Neb.,
she taught at Presentation School in
Denver until 1971 followed by Annunciation School and St. Vincent de Paul
School from 1972 to 1978. Once she
joined Notre Dame in 1983,
Tscheschke began teaching kindergarten.
“There are goals to be met, but
they’re so enthusiastic at this age,” she

PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN/DCR

MAUREEN Kraus reads to students at Shrine of St. Anne School in Arvada.
and 31 as principal. Prior to that, she
taught eighth grade at Holy Cross
School in Thornton for four years until
its closing in 1976.
She is grateful for the tight-knit
community.
“The tradition of St. Anne’s runs
deep,” she said of the buff brick school
built in 1960 at 7320 Grant Place in Old
Towne Arvada.
“Many of our parents were students
here,” she said, “about 40.”
There are also two teachers on staff
that are alumni.
“Over the years I have loved working
with the parents, teachers and students,” she said. “It’s so rewarding to
be with the kids.”

The school enrollment is currently
371.
“We have really caring teachers who
look out for the individual students,”
she said. “Not just academically, but
for their faith development and social
growth. … I have enjoyed watching the
kids grow in their faith and knowledge
and to actually watch them ‘grow up’
and find careers and start families.
“I’ve been here long enough to see
that.”

Josephine Tscheschke, 40 years
Notre Dame School, Denver
Every school year is a fresh start that
kindergarten
teacher
Josephine

said about why she enjoys teaching
kindergarten. “The fact that you can
teach about Jesus and that he loves
them—I really enjoy that.”
Her philosophy is to accept each
student’s unique capabilities and respond with creative, hands-on activities that make learning fun.
“I also try to instill in my young students the knowledge that Jesus loves
them and that we are to fill our hearts
with love for Jesus and to respect and
love each other,” she added.
Tscheschke said she believes she
was called to be a teacher.
“I’m so blessed by God that I was
called,” she said. “Even today at
church that’s what I thanked God for.
I’m so glad I’m a teacher and part of
these kids’ lives.”
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Teachers honored for dedication to Catholic education
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Schools across the Denver
Archdiocese are observing
Catholic Schools Week from
Jan. 27 to Feb. 2. Several
teachers in the archdiocese
this year are celebrating their
milestone anniversaries and
many years of commitment to
Catholic education. The following are short profiles on
some of these educators.

35 YEARS
Dilia Taylor
Our Lady of Fatima,
Lakewood
When she teaches,
Dilia Taylor reminds
her students about
DILIA
ANNA-MARIE
SUE
MARY
why they’re there.
TAYLOR
BERGER
TROXEL
ERNST
“I stress the reason
“I retired then that first year
we are all here is to make it to and eighth-graders that I am
heaven someday,” Taylor said. so fortunate to teach. Keep but I didn’t like retirement,”
she said.
“That is what I try very hard to your aim to heaven.”
For 47 years—35 years in
At Our Lady of Fatima, she
instill in the sixth-, sevenththe Denver Archdiocese and said, she is where the Lord
more than 10 in the Denver wants her.
public school system—Taylor
“It’s where I want to keep
has served as an educator and teaching,” Taylor said.
principal.
The Denver native attended
St. Catherine of Siena in Den- 30 YEARS
ver and St. Mary’s Academy
High School in Englewood be- Anna-Marie Berger
fore earning a degree from the Sacred Heart of Jesus School,
former Loretto Heights Col- Boulder
Education has a special
lege in Denver. She attended
the University of Colorado place in Anna-Marie Berger’s
Boulder for her master’s de- heart.
“My entire educational
gree in guidance and counselyears
were with Catholic
ing.
After marrying and raising schools and from the ‘sisters’
two children, Taylor taught at of the Jesuits,” she said.
She was part of the largest
Notre Dame in Denver for 15
years. She was promoted to Catholic school system in
principal of St. Catherine of Chicago, where she attended
Siena and led there for 15 school.
“Yet we were all part of the
years until her retirement in
family,” Berger said. “This
2007.
Teaching is engrained in feeling has carried me
through my entire career in
her, she said.
“You get me talking about education, especially as I
teaching and kids, I explode,” teach second-generation families (students of former stuTaylor said.
She loves teaching children dents).”
Throughout her teaching
and teenagers, in whom she
sees goodness and a desire to career, Berger’s philosophy
has been to interweave faith
be led to the truth.
“When I teach them I can with knowledge and to ensee that goodness comes out,” courage education to continshe said. “They want to do ue throughout a child’s lifewhat our Lord wants them to time.
Berger graduated from Loydo but it’s hard. They’ve got so
many influences around them ola University in Chicago with
but it’s hard to get that goal of a bachelor’s in English. She
taught for 13 years in Chicago
heaven there.”
Education drew her out of before coming to Colorado
retirement a year later when and joining the Sacred Heart
she was offered a position to of Jesus School staff. Since beteach religion at Our Lady of coming a teacher at the BoulFatima School in Lakewood. der school in 1983, Berger has
She’s in her fifth year of teach- served as librarian and instructs students on study
ing there.
skills.

Happenings
From Page 10
school community raised
more than $1,400 to support
those affected by the tragedy,
through student donations
that allowed them to take a
break from uniforms for a day,
and wear jeans to school.
Theodore Brown, a 1958
graduate of St. John the Baptist
School in Longmont, was recently honored with the Distinguished Graduate Award.
Brown, a longtime architect,

was selected as “One of the Top
100 Architects in the World” by
Architectural Digest, and he has
had more than 40 architectural
and interior design projects
published in national magazines. Brown credits his education at St. John’s for making him
curious about learning, giving
him the discipline to study and
drive him to succeed in higher
education. He attended Longmont High School, received a
bachelor’s degree in architecture from the University of Colorado, and a degree in skyscraper design from Harvard
University.

Sue Troxel

All Souls School, Englewood
Sue Troxel believes in lifelong learning.
She teaches her students the
tools and skills they need to educate themselves throughout
life.
“I also believe it is important for them to be culturally
literate so that they can become good critical thinkers,”
Troxel said.
Troxel attended St. Mary’s
Academy in Englewood and received her bachelor’s degree
from the University of Northern Colorado and master’s
from the University of Colorado.
From 1972-1976, she was a
social studies teacher at Littleton Public Schools. After staying home to raise her two children, she became a teacher at
All Souls School in 1983.
“I enjoy teaching middle
school and seeing my students
grow into young adults,” she
said. “Their enthusiasm is contagious and makes my job exciting from day to day.”

Mary Ernst

All Souls School, Englewood
Mary Ernst is celebrating
her 30-year anniversary of
teaching in Catholic schools,
which she believes provides
children the basis to develop
academically,
emotionally
and spiritually.
“A strong foundation at the
early levels is key to future
success in school and life,”
she said.
Ernst grew up in Aurora and
attended St. Pius X School in
Aurora and Marycrest High
School. She then attended
Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan., where she earned
bachelor’s degrees in elementary education and philosophy.
Her entire teaching career
has been at All Souls School in
Englewood. Ernst originally
taught fifth grade but for 28
years she has taught third
grade.
Her favorite thing to teach is
cross-curricular projects, because she believes they show
how all knowledge is interrelated and imitates real-life situations.

Two alumni, Erika Donnelly
and Alyssa Romani, are currently coaching the thirdgrade girls’ Widget basketball
team at St. Vincent de Paul
School in Denver. “The
school’s unwavering commitment to its outstanding alumni program has attracted and
encouraged such passionate
individuals to give back to the
school by sharing their time,
expertise and dedication to its
sports programs,” according
to the statement provided by
the school. Both coaches are
graduates of Gonzaga University.
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Former abortion advocate to speak
at gala for pro-life Lighthouse

-

e
t

BY JEAN TORKELSON
Father Rick Nakvasil. There
will be a stunning creation of
y Former abortion advocate an artwork, done in real time,
-and Planned Parenthood di- by
noted
performance
”rector Abby Johnson will painter, Devin Montagne. The
headline the second annual A evening’s master of ceresBeacon of Hope Gala to bene- monies is attorney and radio
-fit the Lighthouse Women’s talk show host Dan Caplis.
eCenter on Feb. 16.
Four items will be
- Archbishop Samuel
offered at silent aucsJ. Aquila will get the
tion: a fine-dining
-evening under way by
dinner with Archbishcelebrating Mass at 4
op Samuel Aquila; a
ap.m. that day.
round of golf at Cher- (See the box for all
ry Hills Golf Course; a
-details about times
personal
painting
-and places.)
done by Montagne,
t The cause, supportABBY
and an evening of
JOHNSON
ing women and promusical entertainetecting their unborn
ment featuring the
schildren, is serious and John- Genuflectones, to be arranged
eson, a nationally regarded pro- for a private event of the win-life speaker and author, has a ner’s choosing.
-harrowing story to tell about her
The gala hopes to raise
years on the frontlines of the $250,000 to add ultrasound
abortion debate—much of it equipment and further enspent working for the other side. hance and grow the work of
But as befits its name, A Bea- the Lighthouse, a division of
gcon of Hope Gala is also de- Catholic Charities. Last year’s
fsigned to be an evening of in- inaugural
gala
raised
,spiration and entertainment.
$150,000, which was used to
s In addition to Johnson’s ready the building for opening
punique, behind the scenes and buy equipment and maylook at the culture wars, the terials. The center offers pregevening includes dining and nancy tests, ultrasounds,
edancing to sounds of the Gen- counseling, basic medical
euflectones, a sought-after lo- services and reproductive
”cal rock and blues band head- health-care education.
lined by two Denver priests,
The Lighthouse launched
dFather John Paul Leyba and last fall in a refurbished brick
n

Uganda
From Page 7

.dents’ lunches, and the first cisrtern was installed to provide
nclean water.”
y The parish sent cards and
8letters, and took up collecdtions of supplies for schools,
including St. Kizito School in
sWabale, an elementary school
-built with their donations.
w At the request of then-pas-tor, Father Brian Morrow, Fa-ther Mayinja returned in 2008
to thank the parish for their
generosity, and to show them
the fruits of their donations.
He’s returned every year since.
Support of the ministry in
the parish of 5,000 families
has continued to grow: two
classrooms have been added
to the five-classroom school,
churches have been built, solar power has been added at
several locations, and in cooperation with Engineers Without Borders, a dozen cisterns
were installed to filter water.
“Our priorities are education, clean water and building
up the Church,” said Williams,
who traveled to Uganda last
October for the dedication of
the classrooms and to deliver
uniforms to the school’s bas-

ketball team—compliments
of the Longmont parish
school that has adopted St.
Kizito’s as their sister school.
“They were elated,” he said.
“They all immediately went
and changed into their uniforms.”
Ongoing contributions have
provided money for food, livestock, mattresses and blankets, tuition assistance, medical and dental equipment,
and staff housing for a health
clinic in Gayaza. Recently they
started building staff housing
for the school’s teachers.
“They can’t afford to pay
them (health care workers and
teachers) the salary they
should get—or could get elsewhere,” he explained. “It’s less
expensive to provide housing
… plus then they’re on-site.”
Williams described his 10day trip to Uganda as “the experience of a lifetime.”
“It was very humbling,” he
said. “I really came home with
a realization of the enormous
amount of lives Father Francis
touches”—not only in fulfilling material needs, but spiritual needs as well.
“It was amazing the number
of people, just in the time I
was there (10 days),” he continued, “who were baptized

A BEACON OF
HOPE GALA
To benefit Lighthouse
Women’s Center, a 501(c)3
nonprofit agency
Date: Feb. 16
Mass: precedes the gala at
4 p.m. at Church of the Risen
Christ, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver
Gala: begins at 5:30 p.m. with
cocktails and reception at
Wings Over the Rockies Air
and Space Museum, 7711 E.
Academy Blvd., Denver
Cost: $100 per person
To register (deadline Feb. 4):
Online:
www.lighthousedenver.org
Mail: checks made payable to
Lighthouse Inc., 5994 S. Holly
Street, No. 213, Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Victorian located at 3894 Olive
St., Denver, directly across the
street from Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains.
The building was blessed in a
ceremony led by Archbishop
Aquila, who predicted, “Jesus
Christ will be present in the
work that is done here.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3262;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
and received their first Communion.”
Catholicism is the fastest
growing religion in Africa, he
said.
“If you could just see the children and their joy and gratefulness for what we do for them.”
Current pastor, Father Ron
Weissbeck, has a unique appreciation for Father Mayinja’s
work, as he was also a missionary priest—serving as pastor of
the Denver Archdiocese’s mission team in Monteria, Colombia, in the ‘90s.
“His ministry is very alive,”
said Father Weissbeck. “The
parish really took this on, and
have a great commitment to
Father Francis.”
They plan to continue their
fundraising efforts with a dinner this spring or summer.
“This ministry has united our
parish community in a very
special way,” Williams said.
“We feel as though we’re responding to the needs of our
brothers and sisters. They may
be half a world away from us,
but they are always in our
hearts and prayers.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.Twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

14 l

JANUARY 30, 2013 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
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For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Call 303-831-7010 for details.
Feb. 3: 3 p.m.
St. Peregrine Healing Mass: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver. An anointing of
the sick will take place in the
parish hall. Call 303-455-0447 for
details.
Feb. 9: 8 a.m.
African Mass: at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St., Denver. Held
every third Sunday of the month.
Call 720-339-3482 for details.
Feb. 17: 1 p.m.
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Will be held on the
fourth Tuesday of every month
through Nov. 19. Call 303-414-2255
or email smcdermott@ourladyof
loreto.org for details.
Feb. 26: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.

Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies
Auxiliary at the Kamsy Event Center, 10190 E. Montview Blvd., Aurora. Includes a buffet, dance and
door prizes. Cost is $25. Call 303489-7581 for tickets.
Feb. 9: 7 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner: at Shrine of Saint
Anne Parish, 7555 Grant Place, Arvada. Cost is $7 for adults and $3
for children. Call 303-420-1280.
Feb. 10: noon-6 p.m.
Mardi Gras Prayer Breakfast: to
benefit the Augustine Institute at
the Sheraton Denver West Hotel,
360 Union Blvd., Lakewood. Father
Robert Spitzer will speak during
the event. The breakfast includes
Mass and a rosary beforehand.
Tickets are $35 each. Call 303-9374420 ext. 105 for details. Register
at www.augustineinstitute.org
/prayerbreakfast.
Feb. 12: 6:30 a.m.
Guardian Angels Church Fundraiser:
sponsored by the Holy Name Men’s
Club. The club will host a bus trip to
Lady Luck Casino in Blackhawk to
leave from the Guardian Angels
parking lot, 1843 W. 52nd Ave., in
Denver. Cost is $15. Call 303-4335672 for reservations and details.
Feb. 16: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
October Baby Film Showing: for
high school and college aged
youths in the basement of St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200 N.
Federal Blvd., Denver. Cost is $2.
Registration not required.
Feb. 1: 8:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
ENDOW Facilitator Training: at 6021
S. Syracuse Way, Suite 220 in
Greenwood Village. Learn about ENDOW (Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women) and how to lead
a small study group. Cost is $60.
Visit www.endowgroups.org or call
720-382-7126.
Feb. 9: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
Fundraiser: at the Lakewood Country Club, 6800 W. 10th Ave., Lakewood. Event called “Le Festa
d’Amore” includes dinner and dancing. The cost is $50 per ticket. Visit
www.ourladymountcarmel.com to
purchase tickets.

Annual Beacon of Hope Gala: to
benefit the Lighthouse Women’s
Center at the Wings Over the Rockies Air and Space Museum, 7711 E.
Academy Blvd., Denver. Speaker Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood executive and author of
“Unplanned,” will share her testimony. Tickets are $100 per person
and include silent and live auctions,
an opening reception and dinner.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila will celebrate Mass beforehand, beginning
at 4 p.m. at Risen Christ Church,
3060 S. Monaco Parkway in Denver.
Visit www.lighthousedenver.org
/gala for details.
Feb. 16: 6 p.m.

Starts Jan. 30: 6 p.m.-7:15 p.m.
Lecture Series: in the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel, 5198 Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Author Melissa Nussbaum will speak on “What we talk
about when we talk about church”
as part of Regis University’s
“Catholicism in the Modern World”
lecture series. No cost or RSVP required. For details, email
pmaloney@regis.edu or call 303964-5715.
Jan. 31: 7 p.m.

Spring 2013 Lecture Series: by St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center in
Humanities 250 on the University
of Colorado at Boulder campus,
2055 Regent Drive. Alejandro
Bermudez, editor-in-chief of the
Catholic News Agency, will present
on “Changing Demographics: The
Future of the Catholic Church in
America and the World” for the
first lecture. No cost. Visit
www.thomascenter.org for details.
Feb. 11: 7 p.m.
High School Come and See Weekend: with the Sisters of St. Benedict at 802 E. 10th St. in Ferdinand,
Ind. Pray, eat and socialize with the
sisters. For details call 800-7389999 or visit www.thedome.org to
register.
Feb. 15-17

Catholic Princess Retreat: for girls
ages 5-14 at St. Peter Parish, 915
12th St., Greeley. The retreat includes lessons on what it means to
be a daughter of God, Mary as a
queen, the saints and virtues of a
princess. Includes a coronation ceremony. An adult must accompany
the child. Cost is $20. Register at
www.catholicprincess.com or call
970-352-1060.
Feb. 2: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Marriage Preparation Seminar: at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Seminars
held Thursdays through Feb. 28.
Fulfills two of archdiocese’s requirements. Cost is $180. To register, call 303-455-9090 or email
coleman.colin@gmail.com.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: in Denver. Attend to address wounds from
the resulting psychological or spiritual pain of abortion. Call 303-9047414 to register by Feb. 17. For details, visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Feb. 8: 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Feb. 9: 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
The Forgiveness of Prayer Class: at
Benet Hill Monastery, 3190 Benet
Lane, Colorado Springs. Learn the
process for forgiving others and
oneself. Cost is $35. For more information and to register, visit
www.benethillmonastery.org or call
719-633-0655 ext. 132.

Feb. 1: 4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Magis Night Gala: to benefit Arrupe
Jesuit High School at the Sheraton
Downtown Denver Hotel, 1550 Court
Place, Denver. Includes cocktails,
live and silent auctions, dinner and
a program. Cost is $150 per person.
Proceeds benefit the students and
the school’s programs. For information, visit www.arrupejesuit.com or
call 303-455-7449 ext. 232.
Feb. 2: 5:30 p.m.
Mardi Gras Gala: to benefit Mullen
High School at the Grand Hyatt
Denver, 1750 Welton St., Denver.
Event includes dinner, live and
silent auctions and dancing. Cost is
$125 per person. Register by Feb. 1
at www.mullenhigh.com. Contact
echer@mullenhigh.com or call 303761-1764 ext. 3332 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.

Feb. 22-24
Women’s Fellowship Study: at All
Souls Church, 7950 S. Logan St.,
Englewood. The study will present
on a Ladies Day of Reflection on
the Mystery of the Transfiguration
with Deacon Scott Bailey. Lunch will
be catered by Maggianos. Cost is
$30. Register by Feb. 16. Call 720833-2709.

Sts. Peter and Paul School
Fundraiser: at the Sons of Italy
Lodge, 5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat
Ridge. The theme is "Carnevale di
Venezia" (Carnival of Venice) and
will include silent and live auctions,
dinner and dancing. Cost is $60 per
person. Call 303-424-0402 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.-midnight

Feb. 23: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

YEAR OF FAITH

Starts Feb. 7: 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Life Skills Workshop: for engaged
couples preparing for marriage in
the Spirit Center West Hall at Spirit
of Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave.,
Arvada. Fulfills the archdiocese’s
life skills requirement. Cost is $90.
Call 303-422-9173 ext. 117 for details.

St. Francis de Sales School Open
House: for new families at 235 S.
Sherman St., Denver. Meet the
teachers and take a tour. Call 303744-7231 for details.

Living the Catholic Faith Conference 2013: at Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th St. in Denver.
Guest speakers, including Archbishop Samuel Aquila, Curtis Martin,
Damon Owens and Sherry Weddell,
will present on the theme “Stand
Firm in the Faith.” Through sound
Catholic teaching, attendees will
learn how to better fight moral relativism and gain greater confidence
to live out the Gospel values in
their everyday lives. Cost is $55 for
one day or $75 for two days by Feb.
11. Special rates for youth and
groups. All are welcome to attend.
Register at www.lcfcdenver.org or
call 303-715-3260.
March 1-2

SCHOOL EVENTS

"The Light of Faith" Classes: is an
eight-week series by the Denver
Archdiocese's Office of Evangelization on the John Paul II Center
campus, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
The classes will provide an introduction to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Cost is $45. Call
303-715-3260 for details and to
register.
Starts Jan. 30: 6:30 p.m.
Year of Faith Fridays: in the parish
hall at Holy Ghost Church, 1900 California St., Denver. Discussion on
the faith in terms of the Catechism
and Vatican II documents in an informal setting held on Fridays
through May 24. Call 303-292-1556
for details.

Feb. 9: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Feb. 1: 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Theology on Tap Denver: at Katie
Mullen’s Irish Pub and Restaurant,
1550 Court Place, Denver. Father
Dave Nix will present on “Human
Trafficking” during this young adult
gathering.
Feb. 18: 7:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Feb. 9: 6 p.m.
Mardi Gras Ball: hosted by the

er St., Longmont. The eight-session
course will be held Wednesdays
through March 20. Cost is $12.95
for a study guide. Call 303-7760737 ext. 117 or email sandyg@john
thebaptist.org for details.

Theology of the Body Course: at St.
John the Baptist Church, 323 Colly-

Armchair Retreat: spiritual exercises for Lent by the Lanteri Center
for Ignatian Spirituality. Learn to
pray with the word of God for 30
minutes a day over six weeks and
meet with a spiritual director
weekly. Free will offering accepted.
Register by Feb. 6. Group meeting
on March 24. Call 303-298-1498 or
email lantericenter@aol.com for
details.

Christ the King School Open House:
at 830 Elm St., Denver. Parishioners,
alumni and prospective parents are
invited. Begins with an all-school
Mass at 8:15 a.m. Enter through Ballard Hall on 8th Avenue. Call 303321-2123 for more information.
Jan. 30: 9:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus School Open
House: at 1317 Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Call 303-447-2362 for details.

Feb. 10-March 24
Jan. 31: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

TRAVEL
For travel opportunities, see the
Classifieds section.
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Priest, journalist explore rock ‘n’ roll and the desire for Christ
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Beyond the rebellious and
self-indulgent culture surrounding rock ‘n’ roll, Irish journalist
and author John Waters sees in
the music a thirst for the meaning of life.
At a Crossroads Cultural Center event Jan. 21 in Denver, Waters shared his own experience
and research, which led him to
discover that behind the guitar
riffs and lyrics of great rock ‘n’
roll icons is evidence of a deeper
“cry for the infinite.”
The 1960s British band T. Rex
and their song “Ride a White
Swan” opened his eyes to his
own thirst for the infinite.
“The greatest mystery about
it for me was that it seemed to
speak to me about me,” Waters
said about the song to a crowd
gathered at St. Cajetan’s Center
on the Auraria Campus in Denver.
Crossroads, a national nonprofit established by members
of the Catholic Communion and
Liberation movement, founded
in 1950s Italy by Msgr. Luigi
Giussani, sponsored the free
event. Waters, a journalist for the
The Irish Times, and Father
Charles Klamut, a chaplain at
the University of Illinois’ St.
John’s Catholic Newman Center,
presented at the event.
The speakers argued that

PHOTO BY DAVID HAZEN/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

FATHER Charles Klamut, right, and John Waters discuss rock ‘n’
roll and the desire for the infinite at a Crossroads Cultural Center event Jan. 21 at the St. Cajetan’s Center in Denver. Crossroads is founded by the Communion and Liberation Catholic lay
movement.
mass media and modern culture prohibits and makes it
taboo to talk about the desires
of the human heart and the
meaning of life. Yet rock ‘n’ roll,
albeit in a sometimes vulgar
and depraved manner, is a culturally acceptable and camouflaged way to vocalize these inner questions written on the
human heart.
“Rock ‘n’ roll is maybe our
confused culture’s cry for the infinite,” Father Klamut said.
The genre that originated in
the 1950s and 1960s became the

way for young Americans to discuss taboo subjects and express
real emotions, they said. But
Catholic culture is often hostile
to the genre sometimes called
the “devil’s music,” including
Pope Benedict XVI who once
said rock ‘n’ roll appeals to baser
emotions.
Father Klamut said he struggled for years as a seminarian
and priest over his love for the
music and playing the guitar. He
came to see it as a legitimate art
form that aided his exploration
of Christ.

Michael Jackson and Bob Dylan greatly influenced him, he
said.
“I found (Dylan) was a man
who was onto some incredibly
deep truths,” he said. “He was
tapping into some mysteries of
life and suggesting them in a
way that was just thrilling to
me.”
He also related to the lyrics of
Bruce Springsteen’s song “Born
to Run”: I’ll love you with all the
madness in my soul/someday girl
I don’t know when we’re gonna
get to that place/where we really
want to go and we’ll walk in the
sun.
“This sadness and madness
were in me,” Father Klamut said.
“It was only much later that I
recognized this madness he’s
talking about is actually sanity.
It’s a desire for more. He’s talking
about, I think, what we would
call the ‘appetite for the infinite.’”
Through his exhibition titled
“Three Chords and a Longing
for Truth: Rock ‘n’ Roll as a Seeking for the Infinite,” Waters said
he wanted to affirm the notion
that music is a medium that can
lead to truth.
Artists in the exhibit, including Muddy Waters, Hank
Williams, Leonard Cohen, Joni
Mitchell, U2, Amy Winehouse,
Patti Smith, Coldplay and
Mumford and Sons, play in

tune with the desire for seeking
truth whether they realize it or
not, he said.
Waters said such artists play a
role in opening young minds to
the question, which is what will
satisfy the heart, and the answer,
which is Christ.
“That’s the kind of need that
rock ‘n’ roll answers for kids
growing up, because it tells
them the question is there and
there is a question. That’s really
vital,” Waters said.
Father Klamut agreed.
“We live in a culture, as you
mentioned, which almost systemically censors the question,”
the priest said. “It creates an atmosphere in which there’s embarrassment, there’s even
shame over even feeling this desire for the infinite. So rock ‘n’
roll has to do it in its camouflaged way. I really think music is
a privileged way of keeping alive
the question.”
Kayla Korte, 24, of St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center in
Boulder, said she related to the
speakers’ own experience with
music but with classic rock and
Latin chants.
“I feel so vindicated,” Korte
said after the event.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

