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Archbishop: For too long Catholics
haven’t stopped the culture of death
BY JEAN TORKELSON
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“Give witness to the truth, no
matter what the cost,” Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila exhorted a
jammed, standing-room-only
crush of worshipers gathered at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception Jan. 20 to
mark the 40th year of legalized
abortion in America.
The Respect Life Mass was
among countless commemorations in Denver and around the
country which, this week, are directly challenging the U.S.
Supreme Court decision that
has led to more than 55 million
deaths by legal abortion since
Jan. 22, 1973.
Facing a sea of worshipers
spilling into the aisles and lining
the walls—many of them young
adults whose own generation
has been decimated by abortion—Archbishop Aquila drove
his message to the very heart of
the present-day culture. He used
the example of disgraced cyclist
Lance Armstrong, who last week
admitted, finally, to years of illegal “doping” throughout his storied career.
Addressing the young people
and teens—including seven
busloads of confirmation candidates—Archbishop Aquila noted that Armstrong said he didn’t
invent the sports-doping culture, but he didn’t do anything to
stop it, either.
“Listen to those words, dear
young people who are here,” the
archbishop said. “Do not do
what Armstrong did, but put
your efforts at work to stop it …
for too long many Catholics
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DENVER Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila delivers his homily during Mass at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception Jan. 20. The Mass marked the 40th anniversary of the U.S.
Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion.
have not stopped our culture.”
Nor did the archbishop spare
clergy, faithful laity, or “prochoice” Catholics from responsibility. He noted that in 1965,
Vatican II had identified “the
great and serious error of our
age” to be the unwillingness of
Catholics to exercise their faith
in their daily life, thereby risking
their eternal salvation.
“Many Catholics have embraced that error, including
bishops and priests,” the archbishop said. “For too long, many

SENIORS

Catholics have said, ‘Well, we
personally support what the
Church teaches, but we don’t
want to impose our beliefs. …
Well, what is the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) doing?
What are the atheists doing?
They are imposing (their beliefs)
on us.”
Furthermore, “Those Catholics who take a pro-choice position and support a so-called
right to abortion, same-sex
unions; the Catholic who rejects
the truth about (marriage and

the sacredness of human life),
put their souls in jeopardy.”
He added that Catholics who
resist, or who are unsure, about
a Church teaching have a responsibility to learn what the
Church teaches, “not to reject it
out of hand.” Otherwise, Archbishop Aquila said, “they are listening to the culture of death
and the voice of the evil one, not
the voice of truth.”
The archbishop warned that,
left unstopped, the culture that

See Mass, Page 7

YEAR OF FAITH: CHRISTIAN UNITY

Consecrated laywoman instructs
everywhere she goes

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is observed
Jan. 18-25
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“The restoration of unity among all Christians is one of
the principal concerns of the Second Vatican Council.
Christ the Lord founded one Church and one Church only. However, many Christian communions present themselves to men as the true inheritors of Jesus Christ; all
indeed profess to be followers of the Lord but differ in mind and go their
different ways, as if Christ himself were divided. Such division openly contradicts the will of Christ, scandalizes the world, and damages the holy
cause of preaching the Gospel to every creature.” (Decree on Ecumenism)
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN

Praying for Christian unity

MOST REV.

SAMUEL J. AQUILA

Make no mistake: civil
unions a major step in
radically redefining marriage
This week, the Colorado State Senate will begin hearings on
this year’s civil union legislation. The Colorado Civil Unions
Act, SB 11, continues the debate Colorado undertook last summer regarding the definitions of family and marriage.
Make no mistake, the Colorado Civil Unions Act, and all civil
union legislation, is an attempt to redefine marriage—to undercut the long-standing human understanding that the stable,
fruitful partnerships between men and women should be promoted and protected. In every state where civil union legislation has passed, its proponents have pushed to redefine marriage itself.
The fact is that we need to protect marriage. We need men
and women who commit to raising children in stable relationships. Marriages form families, and families form the basis of
our communities, and our nation. Marriage forms healthy children, who build healthy communities.
Civil union legislation is a major step in the radical redefinition of marriage, family and community. It is important and
fair to recognize that the social redefinition began with the sexual revolution, and the rejection of the idea that children were a
part of the purpose of marriage. Before that, even, the romantic
idea that marriage is a kind of self-defined personal fulfillment
radically crippled any hope for a reasoned understanding of
marriage.
Our contemporary notion of marriage divorces the procreative aspects of sexuality from the unity of sexual partnership.
This separation opens the door for the social support and endorsement of any type of sexual behavior—whether solitary,
same-sex, adulterous, polygamous, promiscuous, or in any other way one might imagine the sexual act. We need only look at
widespread use and normalization of pornography and the use
of sexual innuendo in advertising to see that the sexual act has
become mere recreation—and for most, recreation without
meaning.
Marriage can be deeply fulfilling. But that isn’t a good reason
to legally protect it. Our civil interest in protecting and promoting marriage comes from our need to maintain stable families,
where children can benefit from one mother and one father.
All children deserve that chance.
Proponents of civil unions argue that their interest is not in redefining family life. They say they want to ensure that their legal
rights are protected. But in Colorado, same-sex couples can already attain the legal benefits civil unions would bring. The real
goal of civil union legislation is social endorsement of same-sex
unions, and, soon enough, the redefinition of marriage.
A poll from USA Today recently indicated that 53 percent of
Americans support a legal redefinition of marriage that includes same-sex couples. The biggest reason for support is the
notion of “equality.” Same-sex marriage proponents argue that
redefining marriage is a requirement to establish social equality.
But marriage—the committed relationship of mothers and fathers raising children—deserves more than equal protection.
Mothers and fathers raising children together deserve special
recognition, and special assistance, because their role is essential for a strong society. From a legal standpoint, marriage is
that special recognition.
Of course, marriage is more than just legal endorsement of a
vital social relationship. Marriage is established by natural
law—the union of man and woman, as the cornerstone of family, is written on our hearts. If we abandon the natural law, we
simply can’t predict the consequences our culture will face.
Marriage recognizes the complementarity of male and female,
and the gift of procreation in their nuptial union.
Among the ironies of civil union legislation is that, for all its
talk of equality, the Colorado Civil Unions Act infringes on the
rights of others. The law will require social service agencies—
including Catholic Charities—to partner with same-sex couples
for adoption and foster care. The partnership between foster or

See Aquila, Page 10
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UNIDENTIFIED women pray at the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Ecumenical Evening
Prayer Service at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church, 1060 S. Francis Way in downtown Denver,
Jan. 20. The church was filled with Christians who heard a reflection on “What Does the Lord
Require” (Micah 6:8) by Loretto Sister Lydia Peña followed by responses from leaders representing various Christian denominations.

Marriage rally set to oppose civil unions bill
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Colorado may become the
sixth state to support civil
unions, but not without a fight.
Some legislators in the Colorado General Assembly proposed a new version of the Colorado Civil Unions Act this session that would authorize a
same-sex couple to form a
union, affording similar rights to
those of a married couple.
The Colorado Catholic Conference is responding to the
contentious hearings anticipated on the bill by organizing a
“Protect and Support Marriage
Rally” noon-1 p.m. Jan. 25 at the
state Capitol in Denver.
“We need to show our elected
officials that this is an important
issue to us,” said Jenny Kraska,
director of the conference, the
state-level, public policy arm of
the Catholic Church.
The bill threatens marriage,
instituted by God between one
man and one woman, and is an
effort to redefine the institution.
In the Jan. 11, 2012, Denver

“PROTECT AND
SUPPORT
MARRIAGE RALLY”
When: noon-1 p.m. Jan. 25
Where: west steps of the
Capitol, 200 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver
What: pray and show support
traditional marriage

Catholic Register, then Denver
auxiliary Bishop James Conley,
now bishop of Lincoln, wrote:
“Make no mistake about it, ‘civil
unions’ are an effort to redefine
marriage by creating an equivalent, legally-protected relationship for same-sex couples,
which will further erode the
unique status of marriage.”
Those who support traditional marriage are urged to attend—and to bring friends and
family—to pray and witness to
the institution. It will be held on
the west steps of the Capitol, 200
E. Colfax Ave. in Denver.

Kraska said the proposed bill
violates current state laws and
the will of the people.
The act contradicts the voterapproved Amendment 43, which
defines marriage as between one
man and one woman. It also opposes Referendum I, an equivalent proposal for civil unions,
which voters rejected in 2006.
Thirty-six other states limit
marriage to relationships between a man and woman. Five
states allow civil unions including Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois,
New Jersey and Rhode Island.
The National Conference of
State Legislatures reports that
Connecticut, Iowa, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New York, Vermont,
Washington and the District of
Columbia issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Three
states have pending same-sex
marriage laws.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Prelate: ‘We will end abortion, we must’

YEAR OF FAITH TESTIMONY

Catholic faith is all or
nothing for pro-life nurse
BY JULIE FILBY

This
story
continues
a
monthly series
featuring the
faith
testimonies of Catholics from all
walks of life. To see a video of
Paula Suhr sharing her testimony, scan the QR code or visit
www.OneBillionStories.com.
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FLOWERS line the sidewalk in front of Denver’s Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains
headquarters Jan. 20. Pro-lifers left the flowers in memory of children lost to abortion.

300 gather at
Planned Parenthood
to lay flowers, pray,
recall lives lost to
abortion
BY JULIE FILBY

On Sunday afternoon, freshcut flowers lined about half a city
block of the sidewalk in front of
Denver’s Planned Parenthood of
the Rocky Mountains. They were
left in memory of the lives lost to
abortion at the country’s second
largest abortion facility.
“In sharing our love for the little ones that aren’t born, we’re
able to show that we feel very
strongly,” said Patricia Muscari,
a parishioner of Mother of God
Church in Denver, after she offered her flowers. “We expect our
prayers to make a difference.”
At 3 p.m. Jan. 20, nearly 300
people gathered with Denver
Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
across the street from Denver’s
Planned Parenthood headquarters at Lighthouse Women’s Center, 3894 Olive St., for “40-Year
Remembrance: Honoring Denver’s Children Lost to Abortion.”
The event to commemorate
Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion, began in prayer and song led by a
choir of seminarians. This was
followed by words and a blessing from Archbishop Aquila, and
concluded with a silent procession led by the archbishop and a
missionary image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe that ended in front
of Planned Parenthood. There
the memorial flowers were
placed, and the group prayed
and sang solemnly, before dispersing quietly.

“As we gather together today
we commemorate 40 years of a
culture of death, a culture of
death that began with the decision of Roe v. Wade in 1973,”
Archbishop Aquila began his
comments at Lighthouse. “It was
a decision that said unborn children no longer deserve the protection or the right to their lives.”
While those gathered were not
responsible for creating that culture, they must work to end it, he
said, citing a quote delivered by
fallen cyclist Lance Armstrong in
an interview the week prior,
when addressing rampant doping in professional cycling.
“’I didn’t invent the culture,
but I didn’t do anything to stop
it,’” the archbishop said, quoting
Armstrong.
“Those are important words
for us to hear because (you) didn’t invent the culture of death,”
he continued. “Yet we cannot remain silent and do nothing
about it, we must stop it.”
He encouraged Catholics to
be courageous in proclaiming a
culture of life.
“It’s important for us as
Catholics to be in the public
square,” he said, “to give witness
to our faith no matter what the
cost.”
He not only blessed, but
counseled participants traveling
to Washington, D.C., to participate in the national March for
Life Jan. 25.
“If this is your first trip, be prepared,” he advised. “There will
be people there who hate you …
who will be yelling and screaming at you.
“It is important to always look
at them with charity and treat
them with charity.”
Archbishop Aquila will participate in the national march, as
he has done many times.

“I will be there with you … to
give witness to our country that
we will continue to promote the
dignity of life; that we will end
abortion,” he said. “We must.”
Bishop Machebeuf High
School senior Kaiti Lawler, 18,
will attend the national march
with a group of 26 students from
the Denver school.
“It’s important for us to share
that what society thinks is OK—
aborting children—is not OK,”
she said holding a “Choose Life”
banner with five classmates.
“People need to realize it’s a big
deal and we’re going to stand up
for that.”
Perri Otto, 16, a junior at Holy
Family High School in Broomfield, attended the remembrance event with several classmates.
“It’s important to stress that
even though (an unplanned
pregnancy) may be difficult, it’s
not worth giving up a child,” she
said. “A life is a life ... (abortion) is
never the answer, there’s always
another way.”
Lighthouse Women’s Center
helps provide “another way”
with free and confidential pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, medical care, counseling and reproductive health education. Since
opening last October they have
served nearly 70 clients.
“Our nurse (Paula Suhr) says
everyone leaves here happy,”
said Lynn Grandon, executive
director of Lighthouse. “But you
can’t say the same across the
street (at Planned Parenthood).
Planned Parenthood performed 333,964 abortions in
2011 according to their annual
report.

Paula Suhr was in the middle
of an overwhelming amount of
homework one Sunday when
she realized it was almost time
for Mass. From her dorm room
at St. Mary’s College in Notre
Dame, Ind., she remembers
looking out the window thinking: “Either this faith is a colossal
waste of time; or if it is all true—
and (Eucharist) really is God in
person—I’d be a fool to imagine
not going.”

“I just didn’t see how (faith)
could be somewhere in-between,” Suhr told the Denver
Catholic Register.
While she doesn’t remember
what homework she was working on, or why it seemed so important at the time, she clearly
remembers the decision she
made.
“Everything I knew and everything in my heart came down on
the side of Christ,” she said. “In
that moment I realized that I
wanted to choose him every day
as if it was my only chance.”
She went to Mass.
Twenty-five years later that
conviction remains, and even
talking about Christ’s presence
in the Mass brought her to tears.
“I just can’t find the words big
enough,” she said, wiping her
eyes, as she tried to describe her
feelings. “The gift is so big, so
complete.
“It’s so beautiful.”
Many times it’s been ordinary
moments in her day-to-day life,
like in that dorm room, when
Suhr has come to realize the extraordinary presence of God.
“If we can say ‘Yes’ to God, he
gives us so much,” she said.
Today at 47—a wife, mother of
three teenagers, registered
nurse, and parishioner of Risen
Christ Church in Denver—she
works at Lighthouse Women’s
Center, a medical center that
helps women and families make
critical decisions about reproductive health, including pregJulie Filby: 303-715-3123; julie. nancies.
filby@archden.org; www.twitter.
However, before joining
com/DCRegisterJulie
Lighthouse, Suhr had a differ-
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PAULA SUHR

ent plan in mind. After several
years as a stay-at-home mom,
she had decided to return to
nursing, in hospice care, when
she met a fellow Bishop
Machebeuf High School mom
at a school event in the summer of 2011.
That mom was Lynn
Grandon, executive director of
Lighthouse. Grandon had just
moved to Denver and was in the
process of staffing the center.
“Lynn is a really inspirational
person,” Suhr said. “After talking
to her, I knew I wanted to be part
of (Lighthouse).”
It was an unexpected diversion that she’s convinced was
prompted by the Lord.
Suhr serves as nurse manager,
specializing in sonography (ultrasounds). The center, across
the street from Denver’s Planned
Parenthood headquarters, provides ultrasounds to more than
half of the women who visit.
During ultrasounds, Suhr has a
chance to show clients their baby’s beating heart, and wriggling
arms and legs: images that convert hearts.
“They become connected as if
they just realized their baby is really there,’” she said. “I’m so
filled with hope when I talk to
people here. They’re doing the
right thing ... they are good,
courageous people.”
Suhr recalled her devotion to
pro-life work began in seventh
grade when she participated in a
March for Life with her parents.
Shortly after, she was involved in
planning a Respect Life meeting
at their Wyoming parish.
“(I thought), ‘This is going to
be huge, we have to get a bigger
room.’” She expected every
member of the parish to be
there. “I thought all Catholics
would want to be involved.”
Only four people showed up.
But that didn’t diminish her zeal.
“Whether or not to trust Jesus has been the most impor-

See Suhr, Page 10
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Pro-life rising, 40 years
after Roe v. Wade
Forty years ago, on Jan. 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court
handed down Roe v. Wade, one of the two worst decisions in its
history. The first Court’s mega-error, the 1857 decision in Dred
Scott v. Sandford, declared an entire class of human beings beyond the protection of the laws; Roe v. Wade declared another
class of human beings, the unborn, beyond legal protection.
Dred Scott helped precipitate the Civil War; Roe v. Wade led to a
vast expansion of the pro-life movement, the largest movement
of social reform in American since the civil rights movement
and the natural successor to that effort to repair the lingering
damage done by Dred Scott.
The battle to build an America in which every child is protected in law and welcomed in life continues. Forty years after
Roe, the pro-life movement can cite at least 10 reasons why it
may, in time, carry the day.
(1) Abortion has never been accepted as part of mainstream
medical practice. Abortion is regarded as tawdry and abortionists are stigmatized by much of the medical establishment.
(2) The science of human reproduction and gestation has
confirmed the pro-life position and rendered the “science” of
Roe risible.
(3) The sonogram, which permits us to see the results of human conception, has been a cultural game-changer.
(4) The people of the United States have decisively rejected the
Supreme Court’s 1992 diktat in Casey v. Planned Parenthood,
wherein the Court instructed the people to end the abortion debate. With leadership from, among many others, the Catholic
bishops of the United States, the people decided that they would
not be silenced, and the pro-life movement has grown ever since.
(5) The pro-“choice” world has always been rigid; it now displays an increasing desperation. Pro-life organizations have
worked incrementally to regulate abortion clinics and protect
women from butchers like Philadelphia abortionist Kermit
Gosnell; to mandate informed consent in abortion-decisions
and parental-consent in the case of minors seeking abortions;
and to legislate waiting periods so that women in crisis pregnancies can consider their situation with as much calm as circumstances allow. The pro-“choice” world has resisted every
one of these efforts to create situations of informed choice; it also resisted both a ban on the abortion of late-term fetuses partially born and legal requirements to try and save the lives of
children who survive late-term abortions. Indeed, in certain political circles, abortion seems to be regarded as a kind of secular
sacrament. This brutality has not gone unnoticed. Neither has
the hysteria with which Planned Parenthood attacked the Susan G. Komen for the Cure Foundation.
(6) The pro-life movement is getting younger while the pro“choice” opposition is graying. What really alarms the pro-Roe
forces in American politics about the annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C., is not just the impressive numbers: it’s that
the marchers get younger, every year. And that youthful vitality
is not limited to one cold January day in the nation’s capital;
there are new pro-life organizations among younger physicians
and attorneys. All of which suggests that the pro-life movement
is American civil society at its robust and self-revitalizing best.
(7) Pro-lifers have had increasing success at the state legislative level in recent years and can anticipate more success in this
phase of the battle in the immediate future.
(8) The sheer implausibility of the legal argument in Roe v.
Wade has become clearer over time. Few serious legal scholars
defend the legal reasoning in Roe, and even honest liberal
scholars agree with one of Roe’s dissenters, Justice Byron White,
who labeled the decision an exercise in “raw judicial power.”
(9) The humane service rendered to hundreds of thousands
of women in thousands of crisis pregnancy centers across the
country has demonstrated, time and again, that the pro-life
movement is the party of compassion in this debate.
(10) A 2012 Gallup Poll found that more than 50 percent of
the American people self-define as “pro-life.”
So there is reason for a measure of satisfaction, if not exultation, on Roe’s 40th anniversary.

‘Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ’
Jan. 27: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Nehemiah 8:2-10
• Psalm 19:8-10, 15
• 1 Corinthians 12:12-30
• Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Synopsis: The books of Ezra
and Nehemiah pick up where 2
Chronicles leaves off with the
end of the Babylonian captivity.
Originally one book, Ezra-Nehemiah tells the story of Israel’s
return to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple. Ezra
was a priest and responsible for
the religious restoration of the
people, while Nehemiah was a
layman and responsible for rebuilding the community. In
this week’s first reading, Ezra
leads the people in renewing
the covenant by reading from
the Torah. The fact that the
people wept tells us that it was
an incredibly meaningful moment for them. Standing on a
wooden platform he “opened
the book in the sight of all the
people” and began to read.
Ezra then explained its meaning to the people “interpreting
it so that all could understand
what was read.” Ezra’s reading
and explanation foreshadows
Jesus’ reading from Isaiah in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Archbishop’s
feminine genius
column masterful
I wanted to express my great
admiration for Archbishop
Aquila’s article (Jan. 16 Denver
Catholic Register) “The world
needs the gift of the feminine
genius.” In this spectacular and
masterful piece he explains
feminism in a way that is mag-

this week’s Gospel. In the second reading, Paul explains that
the Church is the body of
Christ. The organizational
structure of the Church is sacred because “God placed the
parts, each one of them, in the
body as he intended.” The
Church therefore, at its most
basic level is not a human invention, but a divinely constituted society. Finally, the
Gospel reading this week describes the beginning of Jesus’
public ministry. Like Ezra, Jesus
“unrolled the scroll” in the
sight of all the people and began to read. After reading the
word of God, Jesus explained
its meaning, saying, “Today,
this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” Jesus’
preaching in the synagogue
was yet another manifestation
of his divinity.
Key verse: “Today, this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your
hearing” (Luke 4:21).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The task of giving an
authentic interpretation of the
word of God, whether in its
written form or in the form of
tradition, has been entrusted to
the living, teaching office of the
Church alone” (No. 85).
nificent, worthy and blessed.
Perhaps we will see more on
this subject from him? I think
this article should be enjoyed
and read nationally; it is so lucid, refreshing, charitable and
authentic. I think the Archdiocese of Denver has a literary genius for our new archbishop.
Bravo! What a delightful article
to read and be inspired by.
Thank you and thanks to the
archbishop.
Gregory LaPoint, M.A.
Lone Tree

Pope Benedict XVI: “The
homily ‘is part of the liturgical
action and is meant to foster a
deeper understanding of the
word of God, so that it can bear
fruit in the lives of the faithful.’
The homily is a means of bringing the scriptural message to
life in a way that helps the
faithful to realize that God’s
word is present and at work in
their everyday lives. It should
lead to an understanding of the
mystery being celebrated,
serve as a summons to mission, and prepare the assembly
for the profession of faith, the
universal prayer and the eucharistic liturgy” (“Verbum Domini,” 59).

Life application: The Constitution on Divine Revelation
(“Dei Verbum”) “urges all the
Christian faithful … to learn by
frequent reading of the divine
Scriptures the ‘excellent knowledge of Jesus Christ’ for ‘ignorance of Scripture is ignorance
of Christ.’” While it may be true
that prior to Vatican II
Catholics felt discouraged from
reading the Bible, that’s not the
case today. As Catholics, however, we must read the Bible
with the Church, not in isolation. It is the task of the clergy
to help us to do that.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 24-25: 40th annual March for Life, Washington D.C.
Jan. 27: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Gregory Ames resigned as pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Northglenn, and Guardian Angels Parish, Mead, and he has been granted a sabbatical, effective Dec. 20, 2012, until June 1, 2013.
Rev. Brian Larkin, appointed administrator pro tem, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, and Guardian Angels Parish, Mead, effective Dec. 20, 2012, until June 1, 2013.
Rev. David Nix, appointed chaplain, Abbey of St. Walburga, Virginia Dale, effective Jan. 28, 2013, until
June 1, 2013.

The following assignment by Very Rev. Charles Bouchard, D.P., prior provincial, Dominicans, Province of St.
Albert the Great, Chicago, Ill., is confirmed by Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L., archbishop of Denver
Rev. Thomas Lynch, D.P., appointed parochial vicar, St. Dominic Parish, Denver, effective Feb. 1, 2013,
until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
Rev. Edward M. Ruane, D.P., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed pastor, St. Dominic Parish, Denver, effective Feb. 1, 2013, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.

The following assignment from Most Rev. Robert Shaheen. DD., Ph.D., bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon, is confirmed by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Rev. Andre Mhanna, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately,
until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

God, ultimately, brings
good even from evil
BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St.
Teresa of Avila. For each question there
is one right answer. Each quiz will have
one question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None of the
Above.” This week’s quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) Nos.
312-342.

Our first question this week concludes
the section of the catechism which
taught us that God ultimately brings
good even from moral evil. At the time of
Jesus’ birth, there was the mandated
slaughter of the Holy Innocents. A
slaughter of much greater magnitude, also mandated, continues today. Through
our faithful witness to the beauty and
value of each person’s life, may our country’s moral conscience be raised.

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE
“How has she turned adulteress, the
faithful city, so upright! Justice used
to lodge within her, but now, murderers.”—Isaiah 1:21

D. after the exchange of vows at a nuptial
Mass
E. NOTA
6. St. Basil says, “Beside each believer
stands an angel as protector and shepherd.” What is St. Basil teaching?
A. that angels are in all places at all
times
B. that angels will be present at the final
judgment
C. that angels are pure spirits, with no
body, and will never die
D. that some angels leave the presence
of God to tend to man
E. NOTA
7. Time began:

1. The greatest moral evil ever was:
A. when the Son was begotten
A. the sin of Adam
B. when God first created
B. the betrayal of Judas
C. the denial of Peter

C. when a tree fell in a forest and someone was there to hear it

D. the rejection and murder of God’s only
Son

D. when hourly wages were introduced
E. NOTA

E. NOTA
2. The two chief creatures of God are angels and men. According to St. Augustine, what does the term “angel” tell us
of these creatures?
A. their office
B. their nature
C. their origin
D. their perfection
E. NOTA
3. St. Paul in Colossians 1:16 names four
choirs of angels. Which of these choirs
does he not mention?

8. “Each of the various creatures … reflects … a ray of God’s infinite wisdom
and goodness.” What does the catechism
conclude from this?
A. Man should accept plagues, such as
hordes of grasshoppers, as God’s will and
not combat them.
B. Fences, cages and other enclosures
are immoral.
C. All God’s creatures have a place in the
choir.
D. Man must avoid any disordered use of
things which would be in contempt of God.
E. NOTA

A. principalities
C. seraphim

9. In No. 340 of the catechism, which of
these is not expressed about the creatures of God?

D. dominions

A. They are interdependent.

E. NOTA

B. They are all equal in value.

B. thrones

C. There is a great diversity among them.
4. Where would one find the “Cherubic
Hymn” that celebrates the memory of
the archangels we know by name and the
guardian angels?

D. No creature is self-sufficient.

A. in the collect of Christmas Midnight
Mass

10. Which two animals did Jesus mention
to show man’s greater worth than other
creatures?

B. in the Byzantine liturgy

E. NOTA

C. in the rite for the dedication of a
church

A. camels and dogs

D. in the ceremony during which the college of cardinals form the conclave to
elect the next pope

C. sparrows and sheep

B. ox and fish
D. donkeys and wolves
E. NOTA

E. NOTA
1. D, 2. A, 3. C, 4. B, 5. A, 6. E (the existence of guardian angels), 7. B, 8. D, 9. B,
10. C

5. Where would we hear the words “In
Paradisum deducant te angeli” (“May the
angels lead you into heaven”)?
A. at a requiem Mass
B. at the Easter Vigil
C. in place of the Gloria during Lent

Next week’s quiz covers catechism Nos.
343-364.
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40 years of the culture of death: A pastoral letter
on the occasion of the anniversary of Roe v. Wade

gency. I witnessed a tiny human
being destroyed by violence.
The memory haunts me. I will
never forget that I stood witness
to acts of unspeakable brutality.
In the abortions I witnessed,
powerful people made decisions that ended the lives of
small, powerless, children.
Through lies and manipulation,
children were seen as objects.
Women and families were convinced that ending a life would
be painless and forgettable. Experts made seemingly convincDear Brothers and Sisters in ing arguments that the unborn
were not people at all,
Christ,
that they could not
feel pain, and were
I went to college in
better off dead.
1968 with the idea of
I witnessed the
becoming a doctor,
death of two small
like my father. Colpeople who never
lege campuses in the
had the chance to
late
‘60’s
and
take a breath. I can
throughout the 70’s
ARCHBISHOP
never forget that. And
were places of turI have never been the
moil. I didn’t practice
SAMUEL
same. My faith was
my faith much in the
AQUILA
weak at the time. But
first three years of
college and I certainly never I knew by reason, and by what I
imagined that the Lord would saw, that a human life was destroyed. My conscience awakone day make me a bishop.
I spent my first three years of ened to the truth of the dignity
college working as a hospital of the human being from the
orderly and assisting in the moment of conception. I beemergency room at a universi- came pro-life and eventually rety student health center and in turned to my faith.
I learned what human dignity
a hospital in California during
was when I saw it callously dissummer break.
When I began the job, I had- regarded. I know, without a
n’t thought much about hu- doubt, that abortion is a violent
man suffering, or about human act of murder and exploitation.
And I know that our responsibildignity.
But during my employment ity is to work and pray without
in
hospitals,
something ceasing for its end.
changed. At that time, some
states had approved abortion Repentance, prayer, renewal
laws that I wasn’t even aware of.
At each Mass, before we reBecause of those laws, when I ceive the Eucharist, the Church
was in college I witnessed the re- instructs us to consider and
sults of two abortions.
confess our sinfulness. When
The first was in a surgical unit. we pray the Confiteor at Mass
I walked into an outer room and we proclaim the sins of “what I
in the sink, unattended, was the have done, and what I have
body of a small unborn child failed to do.”
who had been aborted. I reWe ask the Lord for mercy. We
member being stunned. I re- ask one another for prayers.
member thinking that I had to
At the Penitential Act, we recbaptize that child.
ognize the times we have chosen
The second abortion was sinfulness, and also the times we
more shocking.
A young have chosen to do nothing in the
woman came into the emer- face of the evil of this world. Our
gency room screaming. She ex- sins of omission permit evil.
plained that she had had an They permit injustice. At the
abortion already. When the doc- Penitential Act, I sometimes
tor sent her home, he told her think about the abortions I witshe would pass the remains nat- nessed and my heart still experiurally. She was bleeding as the ences sadness. I beg forgiveness
doctor, her boyfriend, the nurse for the doctors, nurses, politiand I placed her on a table.
cians and others who so ardentI held a basin as the doctor re- ly support abortion and I pray
trieved a tiny arm, a tiny leg and for their conversion.
then the rest of the broken body
Today (Jan. 22) we recognize
of a tiny unborn child. I was the 40th anniversary of Roe v.
shocked. I was saddened for the Wade—we recognize 40 years
mother and child, for the doctor of sanctioned killing in our naand the nurse. None of us tion. Today we recognize the
would have participated in such impact of those 40 years. Tolera thing were it not an emer- ating abortion for 40 years has

The following is an excerpt of a pastoral letter by
Archbishop
Samuel Aquila
dated Jan. 22,
2013, the 40th anniversary of
the Supreme Court’s landmark
Roe v. Wade decision, which legalized abortion. To read the
full text, scan the QR code or go
to www.archden.org and click
on the letter.
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PRO-LIFE activists hold signs while speakers at the Jan. 20
March For Life Denver rally at the state Capitol, share testimonies, sing and pray for the respect of human life. At Denver’s first March for Life, the crowd released balloons and
marched across Colfax Avenue to witness to life in memory of
the anniversary of Roe v. Wade.
coarsened us. We’ve learned to
see people as problems and
objects. In the four decades
since Roe v. Wade, our nation
has found new ways to weaken
the family, to marginalize the
poor, the homeless, the mentally ill—we’ve found new ways
to exploit and abuse.
Today we must recognize
that 40 years of sanctioned
killing has given the culture of
death a firm footing and foundation in our nation.
We must also recognize our
sinfulness. When we survey the
damage abortion has caused in
our culture, we must repent for
our sins of omission. We Christians bear some responsibility
for our national shame. Some of
us have supported pro-choice
positions. Many of us have
failed to change minds or win
hearts. We’ve failed to convince
the culture that all life has dignity. In the prospect of unspeakable evil, we’ve done too little,
for too long, with tragic results.
Today is a day to repent. But
with repentance comes resolve
to start anew. The 40th an-

niversary of Roe v. Wade is a
day to commit to a culture of
life. Today the Lord is calling us
to stand up.
When I worked in hospitals
in college, I didn’t know or understand what the Church
taught about human life. I
learned by experience that a
human life is destroyed in every
abortion. But I was unprepared
to defend life—unprepared to
even see real human dignity, let
alone proclaim it. I pray that
none of you, dear brothers and
sisters, will ever find yourselves
in the position I was in so many
years ago. I pray that you are
prepared to defend the truth
about human life.

Life is a gift from God
The Church’s teaching on the
dignity of human life is clear.
“Human life” states the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
“must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the
first moment of his existence, a
human being must be recognized as having the rights of a

person—among which is the
inviolable right of every innocent being to life.”1
The inviolable right to life is
taught in Scripture, sacred tradition, and witnessed to in natural moral law. The Church believes that life is a God-given
right, and a gift. Our very being
is an expression of the love God
has for us—the Lord literally
loves us into existence, and his
love speaks to the worth of the
human person. We take the gift
of life seriously because each
human being is a unique creation of God the Father.
At the moment of conception
we receive the gift of life, and lay
claim to the right of life. “Before I
formed you in the womb,” says
the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah, “I knew you. Before you
were born, I consecrated you.”2
Human dignity begins with
the divine gift of life. But our
dignity is enriched because Jesus Christ, the Son of God, chose
to live among us as a human being. Because of the Incarnation,
all humans can share not only
human dignity, but divine dignity. Our human life allows us to
share in God’s own life—to share
the inner life of the Trinity. “Life
is sacred” the Church teaches,
“because … it remains forever in
a special relationship with the
Creator, who is its sole end.”3
The dignity and sacredness of
human life have very clear
moral implications: innocent
human life is absolutely inviolable. “The direct and voluntary
killing of an innocent human
being,” teaches the Church, “is
always gravely immoral.”4
“It makes no difference,”
Blessed John Paul II taught in
1993, “whether one is the master
of the world or the ‘poorest of
the poor’ on the face of the
earth. Before the demands of
morality we are all absolutely
equal.”5 The Church unequivocally condemns abortion, euthanasia, embryo-destructive
experimentation and the targeting of civilians in war.
The Church takes human dignity so seriously that she even
teaches that in all but “cases of
absolute necessity” capital punishment is immoral.6
Unjust killing is a rejection of
the gift of God.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila,
S.T.L.
Archbishop of Denver
1. CCC 2270
2. Jeremiah 1:5
3. CCC 2278
4. “Evangelium Vitae,” 57.
5. “Veritatis Splendor,” 97
6. “Evangelium Vitae,” 56
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YOUNG adults and teens formed a conspicuously large part of the overflow
crowd at the Jan. 20 Respect Life Mass.
whatever one wishes becomes permitted.”
Sustained applause capped the end of
the archbishop’s homily and the end of
From Page 1
Mass as well. Among those praising Archwas unleashed by Roe v. Wade will only be- bishop Aquila’s message were former lifecome more morally chaotic. By implicitly long Protestants Kevin Heldt, 32, and his
condoning sexual promiscuity and mak- wife Brianna, 31, parents of eight chiling “pregnancy a problem” the legalizing dren, including four adopted and one
of abortion has driven a wedge between due next month. The Heldts became
the culture and God’s original “gift of hu- Catholic in 2011, won over by the
man sexual intimacy,” which is designed Church’s absolute stand against artificial
for a man and a woman in marriage.
contraception. But well before their con“When one separates the unitive and version, Heldt said, “We were appalled to
the procreative in the sexual act, one can live in a country where a great percentage
justify anything when it comes to human of people think it’s OK to murder babies.”
sexuality,” Archbishop Aquila said, including the redefinition of marriage, “single
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122; www.
sexual acts, multiple sexual acts, adultery; twitter.com/DCRegister

Mass
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Writing off cursive? Not in Catholic schools
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The writing may be on the wall for cursive. But Denver Catholic schools refuse
to type up its obituary.
While more of the nation’s public
schools adopt standards lacking cursive
requirements, educators in the Denver
Archdiocese said they won’t write it off.
“It is dying even in the state of Colorado,” said Mary Cohen, associate superintendent of the Office of Catholic
Schools. “But we’re committed to teaching children in the art of cursive writing.”
Forty-five states, including Colorado,
have adopted through its state legislature
or school boards the new Common Core
State Standards for English, a framework
for education standards that rarely mentions handwriting—stylistically referring
to both print and cursive styles—and excludes cursive altogether.
“We’re focusing less on writing and
more about the content of what they’re
writing about in preparation for college
and a career,” said Melissa Colsman, executive director of teaching and learning for the Colorado Department of Education.
While school districts may choose to
teach cursive, state standards don’t require it, she added.
The antiquated skill, opponents say, is
unnecessary in an increasingly digitallycentric world and waste of classroom
time better spent on other academic
subjects.
Proponents counter that beyond its
historical significance, cursive boosts
motor skills, brain development and correlates with academic achievement. Cohen said cursive is a timeless skill which
shows reverence and enhances dignity.
In the midst of debates, Denver Archdiocese Catholic school administrators
are revising its curriculum—completed
every five years—for students in kinder-

Handwriting also supports
brain function.
“When we (handwrite), there’s
something happening neurologically that’s beneficial,” Cohen said.
In a research study, Indiana
University’s Karin James, associate professor of psychological
and brain sciences, found the act
of writing by hand caused a significant increase in children’s
brain activation. Using an fMRI
(functional Magnetic Resonance
Imaging) brain scan, James
showed students who wrote well
engaged more of their brain’s visual regions than typing.
Recognizing its importance,
Catholic teachers on
the Office

PHOTO PROVIDED

Literacy skills
Keeping cursive in schools has literary
benefits. According to research presented
at the January 2012 “Handwriting in the
21st Century?: An Educational Summit”
in Washington, D.C., oral and written language is interconnected to effective communication.
Educational psychology professor
Virginia Berninger of the University of
Washington said she found second-,
fourth- and sixth-graders who used
handwriting wrote more words, wrote
faster and expressed more ideas than

Arrupe co-founder will
receive award at annual gala
Arrupe Jesuit High School will
honor one of its founders and longtime supporters at its annual Magis
Night dinner gala Feb. 2.
Richard Campbell, of Campbell
Killin Brittan & Ray LLC, will receive
the Magis Award for his service to
God and neighbor by helping found
the college preparatory school in
Denver, partnering with its word
study program, and running his law
firm according to ethical standards.
Arrupe is an innovative Catholic
school for economically disadvantaged youth living in Denver’s innercity neighborhoods. Every year it
honors a recipient whom strives for
the magis (meaning “more” in Latin)
by seeking to do more in the service
of God and neighbor, a Jesuit tradition.
According to a statement released
by Arrupe, Campbell has demonstrated unique leadership and commitment to Catholic education for
disadvantaged students since it

Cognitive and motor benefits

REGINA Hombs works with third-grader Claire Begler at All Souls School in Englewood during a lesson on cursive writing. The Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
schools are requiring cursive instruction in its curriculum.
garten through 12th grade. Cursive objectives will be maintained and a required
skill by the end of third grade.
“Given the research we have, we’re going to keep it,” Cohen said.

RICHARD CAMPBELL
opened in 2003. He’s also maintained a 10-year partnership with
the school’s Corporate Work Study
Program.
The Magis Night dinner will be
held 5:30 p.m. Feb. 2 at the Sheraton
Downtown Denver Hotel, 1550
Court Place, in Denver. Visit www.arrupejesuit.com for more information.
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those using keyboarding. A
separate examination of
144 pupils revealed improved handwriting correlated with improved
reading skills, word
recognition, compositional abilities and
memory.
Third-grade teacher
Regina Hombs of All
Souls School in Englewood is adamant
about teaching the dying skill.
She said cursive, especially for
special needs children, makes it
“easier for them to recognize a
word rather than a bunch of letters.” The flow of cursive aids in
pronunciation, too, she said.

of Catholic
School’s curriculum
committee board gave unanimous approval for its continued
use in the classroom.

NATIONAL
HANDWRITING
DAY ON JAN. 23
The Writing Instrument Manufacturers Association established this day to recognize the
value of handwriting and encourage its use. The day was
established in 1977 and celebrated on Jan. 23, the birthday
of John Hancock, who is known
for his iconic signature on the
Declaration of Independence.
See the nearby graphic to review your cursive skills.

Enhancing humanity
Hombs said she’s noted learning cursive will boost her student’s emotional development.
“They’re very proud
it,” she said when her
students handwrite.
“It’s very good for self esteem. Now they’re writing like an adult.”
Cursive also contributes
to intimacy and is considered proper etiquette for occasions like sending thank
you notes and birthday cards.
“People think we don’t need
this anymore because we have
technology, but we still want to
able to write in cursive. It’s polite to handwrite a note because it’s a way of reverencing
them,” Cohen said. “You leave
your DNA on paper.”
Cursive, she said, will stay in
Catholic schools.
“It’s really an important part of
our humanity.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Consecrated laywoman instructs everywhere she goes
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Theresita Polzin was born
to be a teacher.
The 97-year-old consecrated laywoman has spent her
life instructing people of all
ages about academics and the
Catholic faith.
“Teaching was and still is
my one love,” Polzin said from
her room at Little Sisters of
the Poor’s Mullen Home in
Denver. “Wherever I went, I

tried to teach something,”
The Illinois native grew up in
Denver and spent much of her
50-year teaching career in
Chicago. Today she invites
youth volunteers at the senior
home to listen to a short lesson
and distributes her authored
publications on Catholicism.
“She always shares the word
of God with them,” said Little
Sister Joseph Maureen Hobin,
unit coordinator at the home.
“She’s willing to share her

THERESITA Polzin works at her desk in her former room at
Mullen Home in northwest Denver in this Denver Catholic Register file photo from 2009.
faith with anyone who will lis- grade at 10—and attended the
ten.”
then newly built St. Joseph PolInside her simple room with ish School in Denver. It was
a crucifix, peach curtains and there that she discovered her
stacked bookshelf topped with vocation.
saint relics, Polzin, a former
One day the school pastor
nun, shared the story of her gave her and the other choir
path to becoming an educator. girls a tour of the nuns’ conInitially, her experience of vent, showing the inside of
school was not positive. After their rooms and living area.
her first day of school when 5, 6
“Father turned around and
and, again, at 7 years old, she he said to me, ‘See, when you’re
asked her mother to let her going to be a sister, you’re gowait another year.
ing to have a room like that,
“I really wasn’t ready,” Polzin too.’ That was the first time the
said. “She wanted me to go and thought struck me I could be a
I went one day and I said, ‘I sister,” Polzin said. “I made up
quit.’”
my mind right that minute
When 7, she complained to when I was 10 years old.”
her mom, Pearl, after running
She was further convinced of
home from school that she her vocation when she first laid
feared the hawks soaring above eyes on a nun during school
would catch her.
registration day.
“She said, ‘No. You’re too big
“She was beautiful,” Polzin
and they’re too small, and they said, impressed by the nun’s
could never lift you.’ That has habit.
been a guideline for my life,”
For high school, she was acPolzin said. “It makes you feel cepted to St. Joseph Academy
whatever the obstacle, it’s too in Wisconsin. She graduated at
small.”
16 and immediately entered a
She used that moment for Franciscan order.
courage when faced with a
She made her first vows at 18
challenging course, she said.
and began teaching seventh
School, Polzin said, “was grade at a school in Chicago.
traumatic for me, but I did well Three years later, Polzin made
in class.”
her final vows.
She sped through school—
Pulling a photo from her
passing four grade levels in two desk drawer, Polzin revealed a
years until she entered fifth snapshot taken of her in 1939.

Aquila
From Page 2
adoptive parents and their
agencies is forged through mutual trust and common purpose. But the Colorado Civil
Unions Act will force some
agencies to work with families
who don’t share goals. Catholic
Charities works to find homes
with a mother and father for

Suhr
From Page 3
tant question of my life, the
doorway to everything worthwhile,” she said. “When I have
held back, not daring to believe

“Isn’t that a beautiful habit?”
she asked.
Referring to her serious look
in the photo, she said, “I never
had a problem with discipline.”
During class, Polzin said she
would stop if a pupil was talking.
She carries some of her
teaching habits today. If leading prayer before meals at
Mullen Home, Polzin will
pause until the room is quiet.
“There’s no sense in having
two people talk at the same
time,” she said.
She loved teaching and
taught at Catholic schools
across Chicago from elementary to high school and eventually college.
“I enjoyed it because I do
have the gift, I would say, of being able to explain and that really made it wonderful for me,”
Polzin said.
She attended classes herself
after school and received her
bachelor’s degree in history
from DePaul University. She later earned her master’s degree
and doctorate in sociology from
Loyola University Chicago.
During Vatican II, sweeping
changes made to many religious orders impelled some to
leave, among them Polzin. So
at age 55 she returned to Denver and became a consecrated
virgin.
In Denver, she taught at Metropolitan State College of Denver for 14 years.
She penned pamphlets and
books from the classes she
taught that focus on the mystical body of Christ, the essentials of the Catholic faith, the
saints and the emotional development of children.
She gives them out to everyone, said Sister Hobin, adding
that Polzin is called the “resident poetess” at the home and
often initiates the plays put on
by the residents.
“She’s sharp as a tack,” Sister
Hobin said. “She’s willing to
share the knowledge she has.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

children. The Colorado Civil
Unions Act will hinder that
work. Unless a substantial religious liberty exemption is
added to the bill, foster care and
adoptive services in Colorado
will be a casualty of “equality.”
Without a religious liberty exemption, Catholic Charities,
and many other institutions,
will be hindered in their adoption work—impeded from helping children find homes.

Marriage, defined in natural
law and long protected, is for
something—the creation of
families. Family is vital to stable social order. In the name
of equality, and “personal fulfillment,” the state of Colorado
is sadly preparing to abandon
that stability, and to sacrifice
children in need in the
process. I pray that we will be
able to endure what may happen next.

in him, I experienced fear and
confusion.
“When I trust Jesus, everything wonderful opens up, beyond what I have hoped for.”
From that ordinary moment
in her Indiana dorm room, to
the extraordinary moments

she’s a part of at Lighthouse,
Suhr continues to choose Christ
every day … as if it were her only chance.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123; julie.
filby@archden.org; www.twitter.
com/DCRegisterJulie
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On their own: helping a
relative who is newly alone
BY LISA M. PETSCHE

When the loved one they have been living with passes away, many older adults
face the challenge of learning to live
alone—often for the first time.
If there was a division of labor with
their partner, they must either learn new
life skills—for example, managing the
household finances, maintaining their
home’s condition inside and out or performing domestic tasks such as cooking,
cleaning and doing laundry—or obtain
help if feasible. If their spouse was the
more physically or mentally able of the
pair, living independently may pose special challenges.
If you have a parent or other close relative who is new to living alone, read on for
some areas of potential concern and how
to help.

Helping tips

Medication management - Request a
medication review by your relative’s primary physician to determine if all medications being taken are still necessary.
Ask their pharmacist about available aids
for organizing and remembering to take
medications. Ensure all prescriptions are
filled at one pharmacy.
Nutrition - Set up a schedule to take
your relative grocery shopping, arrange
for a grocery delivery service, stock their
freezer with heat-and-serve foods or
arrange for Meals on Wheels service.
Signing them up for a “Cooking for One”
class at an adult education center or community center is another idea. If your relative finds it hard to eat alone, encourage
them to tie in mealtimes to radio or television programs of interest, look into
communal dining programs and regularly have them over for dinner.
Household maintenance - Arrange for
regular housecleaning service and, if applicable, yard maintenance service. If
your relative has limited income, they
may qualify for a subsidized community
program. Consult the local office on aging, an excellent source of information on
a wide variety of community services.
Transportation - Provide your relative
with a bus pass or taxi gift vouchers, or investigate volunteer driver programs for
seniors. If necessary, find out about accessible transportation services in their
community.

Vision - Ask your relative’s doctor for a
referral to an ophthalmologist. If nothing
can be done to improve their vision, get
them a magnifier for reading small print,
and other adaptive items such as a largekeypad telephone and a clock with oversized numbers. List important phone
numbers on a poster board (use black lettering on white), and place it on the wall
by their phone.
Safety - Perform a safety assessment of
your relative’s home to identify potential
hazards—for example, clutter, poor lighting and lack of proper stair railings—and
do what you can to rectify them. Visit a
medical supply store and check out the
many products that might make daily activities easier and safer. Sign up your relative with a personal emergency response
service, whereby they wear a lightweight,
waterproof pendant or bracelet that has a
button to press if they run into a crisis and
need help.
Finances - If money management is an
issue, arrange for direct deposit of pension checks and automatic bill payment
from your relative’s bank account. Assist
your relative with contacting a lawyer to
assign power of attorney for property to
one or more people they trust. If they are
experiencing financial hardship without
their spouse’s income, ensure they apply
for all possible government and private
benefits, such as survivor’s pensions and
income supplements. If necessary, assist
them with moving to a smaller house or
apartment suite or applying for rentgeared-to-income housing.
If your relative has cognitive impairment and their partner was compensating, deficits may now be more pronounced, or perhaps apparent to you for
the first time. If this is the case, arrange
through their primary physician for a geriatric assessment. Research home supports
such as telephone reassurance services,
therapeutic day care programs and home
health services that offer personal care,
homemaking, nursing, dietary consultation, physical and occupational therapy
and social work. A live-in caregiver is another option if finances permit. If your relative needs more help than community
programs can provide and the cost of private-pay services is prohibitive, options include moving them in with you or another
family member and finding a residential
care setting that meets their needs.
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‘Do Whatever He Tells You’: laywoman serves the homeless
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The latest story in an occasional series exploring how
Colorado Catholics put into
practice, in their own lives,
Mary’s counsel—and Archbishop Samuel Aquila’s episcopal motto—“Do whatever he
tells you” (John 2:5).
When Tanya Cangelosi finally licked her misery-filled
past and fell in step with Jesus,
she fully embraced the advice
of Mary, the Mother of God:
“Do whatever he tells you.”
Still, the feisty Denver activist can’t resist challenging
the Lord a little.
“If he asks me to do something I fight him every step of
the way,” Cangelosi said during an interview with the Denver Catholic Register. “I tell
him, ‘Are you kidding? That’s
not happening!’”
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TANYA Cangelosi has found countless ways to help the homeless by following Mary’s words, “Do whatever he tells you.”
But Cangelosi never stays
stubborn for long: “Well, alright, if you want me to do it,
you have to put it all in motion.”
So far, the Lord always has.
Following his prompts,
Cangelosi, 61, has become
one of the city’s best known
advocates for the homeless.
Her best known success is the
Denver Homeless Ministry
which she founded in 2006. Its
mission, as described on its
website www.thedhms.org, is
“to serve the homeless by seeing them as our equals and
friends … we care for them
because Christ cares for us.”
The funny thing is, it took
years for Cangelosi to believe
that Christ cared for her.
“I was beyond lost,” as she
puts it.
Cangelosi was so far gone
that her amazing comeback
forms a chapter in a 2009
book by Matthew Pinto, “Freedom: Twelve Lives Transformed by the Theology of the
Body” (Ascension Press).
“I lived a depraved life, one
filled with illicit sex, drugs and
alcohol,” she told Pinto in a

chapter fittingly titled “The
Long and Winding Road.”
Cangelosi grew up in a
seedy Chicago housing project. As a child she was abused
in every way, rejected by family and sent for a time to an orphanage. She ended up on the
street, where she fell into a life
of petty crime, drugs and easy
sex. As she explained to Pinto,
sometimes she sought money
and sometimes affection, but
in either case, “I made myself
available for sex.”
A lifeline surfaced when, in
a series of events, Cangelosi
was led to a Protestant Bible
study, then to an evangelical
college, then to a church, and
eventually to a husband who
was nominally Catholic. The
couple moved to Colorado,
she became a Catholic and
began attending St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish in Boulder.
Out of curiosity, Cangelosi
joined a study group on Pope
John Paul II’s groundbreaking
work, theology of the body, at
the nearby Sacred Heart of
Mary Parish in Boulder. That
led to a personal epiphany—
despite her grim past, she,

too, was called to share in
God’s life: “We are called to
participate in the very innerlife of God!” she told Pinto.
Today, seemingly tireless,
she seeks out people who reflect what she once was—
homeless, street-worn and
lost. Her ministry is a whirlwind of outreach programs,
events and regular street contact designed to prove to the
homeless that Jesus intends
them to be “equals and
friends.” She also teaches
young people and their youth
ministers how to effectively
reach out to those in need.
She is known for her Christmas banquets and monthly
“Lunch in the Park” as well as
her St. Rita Softball Tournament for parishes, now in its
eighth year (for three of those
years, Bishop James Conley
threw out the first pitch).
Now single, with an annulment, she supports herself
with a job in transportation
services at Denver International Airport, where she has a
special heart for assisting the
wheelchair-bound and elderly.
As for putting the Lord in
charge? A huge challenge was
the music fest for the homeless she envisioned in Civic
Center Park. The cost and
complexity was so daunting
she thought, “That’s not happening.”
Yet she pulled it off—twice.
“So many people won’t take
a leap of faith because they
want to wait until everything
is in place,” she said. “But you
just have to say ‘Yes.’ When
Mary said, ‘Do whatever he
tells you’ Jesus turned water
into wine. So if Jesus tells me
to do it, I just know it’s gonna
work.”

Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Public witness: March for Life Denver
PARISHIONERS from
Our Lady of
Loreto Church
in Foxfield
witness to life
at the first
March for Life
Denver event
Jan. 20. Prolife Christians
from across
the state attended the
rally and
march in
downtown
Denver at the
state Capitol.
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Doing God’s work: nonprofits lobby to keep tax deductions for donors
BY JULIE FILBY

As 2012 was winding down,
the country buzzed with talk of
the impending “fiscal cliff”—a
combination of tax increases
and government spending cuts
to sharply reduce the federal
budget deficit.
As Washington, D.C., debated
how to avoid falling off the cliff,
one of the items on the table was
the potential to reduce incentives for charitable giving. In response to this, a team of 200
people representing nonprofit
organizations all over the country was organized and asked to
speak to Congress. Their mission: let lawmakers know what a
change like this would mean to
them—and those they serve.
Since 1917 taxpayers have
been allowed to deduct gifts to
charitable and nonprofit organizations. The deduction was intended to subsidize organizations that provide alternatives to
direct government programs.
Ending the deduction could
mean less in donations to charities and nonprofits.
Maribeth Hanzlik, executive
director of Seeds of Hope, was
asked to join the Colorado team.
Seeds of Hope is a charitable
trust that provides scholarships
to low-income students to attend Catholic schools in innercity Denver. Hanzlik headed to
Washington, D.C., Dec. 4-5 with
six other Coloradans.
“It was a little bit daunting because it was a huge responsibility,” Hanzlik told the Denver
Catholic Register from her office
Jan. 7. “So I just prayed that
maybe one word of what one of
us said would reach the heart of
somebody who was going to
make the decision.”
Other team members were
from Catholic Charities of Central Colorado, Association of
Gospel Rescue Missions, Peak
Vista Foundation, Denver Hospice, the El Pomar Foundation
and the Daniels Fund.
“We represented nonprofits
serving children, the homeless, seniors, those near end of
life, and the seriously ill,”

“Other nations look at us as a
beacon of hope because we find
a way to encourage our wealthiest to give to our poorest,” Hanzlik said. “The beauty of nonprofits is that we all try to do our
little piece of God’s work in

PHOTO PROVIDED

FROM LEFT: Mike Pasquarella of Denver Hospice, Maribeth Hanzlik of Seeds of Hope, Nicole Daniels of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions, Jeb Dickey of the Daniels Fund, Mark Rohlena
of Catholic Charities, B.J. Scott of Peak Vista Community Health
Center Foundation pose in front of the nation’s Capitol.
Hanzlik explained.
said. “It means there are fewer
At the Capitol, they met with kids we’re going to be able to
the offices of Sen. Michael Ben- give scholarships to.”
net, D-Colo.; Sen. Mark Udall,
She believes their visit had an
D-Colo.; Rep. Diana DeGette, D- impact.
Colo.; Rep. Doug Lamborn, R“It looks like we made a differColo.; and Sen. Michael Enzi, R- ence … this time,” she said, “that
Wyo. There they lobbied to con- taking away the nonprofit tax devince them that the amount of duction is not going to be on the
money nonprofits save the gov- table, for now, which is huge.”
ernment exceeds the amount
It was heart-warming to hear
the government would save by the congressmen recognize
eliminating the tax deduction.
their work, she said
“It’s all such funny money …
“I believe that local charities
because the amount (eliminat- and nonprofits know the needs
ing the deduction) would save of their clients far better than the
our government is $5.6 billion,” federal government,” Lamborn
she said. “However the amount told the Register in an email. “I
of good that we do is so much want to ensure that contribumore than that, it exceeds that tions to those organizations remany, many times over.”
main tax deductible.”
Seeds of Hope has served
He agreed nonprofits such as
nearly 14,000 students with Seeds of Hope benefit the govmore than $23 million in finan- ernment.
cial assistance since its incep“There are tremendous blesstion in 1996.
ings to both the giver and the re“If we can educate the under- ceiver in private charity that are
served and minority population, absent from large federal buwhich we do so well, they have a reaucracies,” he wrote. “Amerimuch better chance of ‘making cans are the most generous peoit’ and having the American ple in the world when it comes
Dream,” she said, which also de- to charitable giving.”
creases potential for governAmericans gave nearly $347
ment reliance in the future.
billion to charity in 2011, a 7.5
“(But) if our top donors de- percent increase over the 2010
cide that they’ll give less … that total of $322 billion, according to
little bit less can be catastrophic the 2011 report from Atlas of
to our Catholic schools,” she Giving.

Honoring the dream: archdiocese’s inaugural MLK Mass
ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila
celebrates the archdiocese’s
first Mass for the Preservation
of Peace and Justice honoring
the late civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jan. 20 at
St. Ignatius Loyola Church,
2301 York St. in Denver. The
Mass preceded the City and
County of Denver’s Martin
Luther King Marade (march
and parade) at City Park,
located across the street from
the church.
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meeting the needs of our country’s poorest.”

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.Twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Will be held on the
fourth Tuesday of every month
through Nov. 19. Call 303-414-2255
or email smcdermott@ourladyof
loreto.org for details.
Jan. 22: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Chanted Morning Prayer: with the
Community of the Beatitudes at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Join them for
prayer 7 a.m. Tuesdays-Fridays and
7:25 a.m. Saturdays. Call 303-4559090 for details.
Jan. 26: 7:25 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Call 303-831-7010 for details.
Feb. 3: 3 p.m.

Springs. Women ages 18-30 are invited to pray the Divine Office, join
in activities, discuss service opportunities within the order and further discern religious life. For more
information, call 719-632-4463 or
email abcfma@gmail.com.
Jan. 27: 2 p.m.-6 p.m.

the Spirit Center West hall at Spirit
of Christ Church, 7400 W. 80th Ave.,
Arvada. Fulfills the archdiocese’s
life skills requirement. Cost is $90.
Call 303-422-9173 ext. 117 for details.

Jan. 28: 7 p.m.
Theology of the Body Course: at St.
John the Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont. The eight-session
course will be held Wednesdays
through March 20. Cost is $12.95
for a study guide. Call 303-7760737 ext. 117 or email sandyg@john
thebaptist.org for details.
Starts Jan. 30: 6 p.m.-7:15 p.m.

Feb. 1: 4 p.m.-6 p.m.

Feb. 8: 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Feb. 9: 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
The Forgiveness of Prayer Class: at
Benet Hill Monastery, 3190 Benet
Lane, Colorado Springs. Learn the
process for forgiving others and
oneself. Cost is $35. For more information and to register, visit
www.benethillmonastery.org or call
719-633-0655 ext. 132.
Feb. 9: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sixth Annual Great Debate: in building Cristol Chemistry 140 at the
University of Colorado at Boulder,
2055 Regent Drive, Boulder.
Michael Winters and Rev. Robert
Sirico will debate “Can the Free
Market Adequately Care for the
Poor?” Cost is $5; free for college
students. Visit www.thomas
center.org to purchase tickets.

St. Francis de Sales School Open
House: for new families at 235 S.
Sherman St., Denver. Meet the
teachers and take a tour. Call 303744-7231 for details.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Sacred Heart of Jesus School Open
House: at 1317 Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Call 303-447-2362 for details.
Jan. 24: 6 p.m.-7 p.m. for kindergarten
Jan. 27: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Jan. 31: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
St. Joseph School Alumni Mass: at
127 N. Howes St., Fort Collins. The
alumni association will host a Mass
and reunion followed by tours of
the campus and lunch. No cost.
RSVP by emailing nnigro@stjoseph
churchfc.org or call 970-484-1171
ext. 239.
Jan. 25: 10 a.m.

Magis Night Gala: to benefit Arrupe
Jesuit High School at the Sheraton
Downtown Denver Hotel, 1550 Court
Place, Denver. Includes cocktails,
live and silent auctions, dinner and
a program. Cost is $150 per person.
Proceeds benefit the students and
the school’s programs. For information, visit www.arrupejesuit.com or
call 303-455-7449 ext. 232.
Feb. 2: 5:30 p.m.
Mardi Gras Gala: to benefit Mullen
High School at the Grand Hyatt
Denver, 1750 Welton St., Denver.
Event includes dinner, live and
silent auctions and dancing. Cost is
$125 per person. Register by Feb. 1
at www.mullenhigh.com. Contact
echer@mullenhigh.com or call 303761-1764 ext. 3332 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.
Sts. Peter and Paul School
Fundraiser: at the Sons of Italy
Lodge, 5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat
Ridge. The theme is "Carnevale di
Venezia" (Carnival of Venice) and
will include silent and live auctions,
dinner and dancing. Cost is $60 per
person. Call 303-424-0402 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.-midnight

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Youth Chorale Rehearsal: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. The chorale is accepting
new members. Enter on the east
side of the Cathedral Basilica along
Pennsylvania Street. Call 970-2139257 or email kmaclean@denver
cathedral.org for details.

Lecture Series: in the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel, 5198 Lowell
Blvd., Denver. Author Melissa Nussbaum will speak on “What we talk
about when we talk about church”
as part of Regis University’s
“Catholicism in the Modern World”
lecture series. No cost or RSVP required. For details, email
pmaloney@regis.edu or call 303964-5715.
Jan. 31: 7 p.m.

Jan. 24: 4:30 p.m.
Movie Night: hosted by the St.
Thomas More Parish Singles group
in the Padre Restaurant at 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. “Baseball,
Dennis & the French” starring radio
host Dennis Prager will be played.
Visit stmsingles.org or call 303770-1155 for details.
Jan. 26: 6:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Men’s Retreat: led by Msgr. Ken
Leone and Fr. John Lager at the
YMCA of the Rockies, 2515 Tunnel
Road, Estes Park. To view costs and
register, visit www.gatheringof
men.org or call 303-424-5075.
Jan. 25-27

Catholic Princess Retreat: for girls
ages 5-14 at St. Peter Parish, 915
12th St., Greeley. The retreat includes lessons on what it means to
be a daughter of God, Mary as a
queen, the saints and virtues of a
princess. Includes a coronation ceremony. An adult must accompany
the child. Cost is $20. Register at
www.catholicprincess.com or call
970-352-1060.
Feb. 2: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Marriage Preparation Seminar: at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Seminars
held Thursdays through Feb. 28.
Fulfills two of archdiocese’s requirements. Cost is $180. To register by Jan. 28, call 303-455-9090
or email coleman.colin@gmail.com.
Starts Feb. 7: 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Salesian Sister Discernment Day: at
Our Lady of the Snows Convent,
2403 Marlborough Place, Colorado

Life Skills Workshop: for engaged
couples preparing for marriage in

St. James School Open House: at
1250 Newport St., Denver. Call 303333-8275 for details.

YEAR OF FAITH

Jan. 27: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
St. Louis School Open House: at
3301 S. Sherman St., Englewood.
Tours for current and prospective
families. Visit www.stlouiscatholic
school.org or call 303-762-8307 for
details.
Jan. 27: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Jan. 29: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
St. Therese School Open House: at
1200 Kenton St., Aurora. Call 303364-7494.
Jan. 27: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Shrine of St. Anne School Tour: at
7320 Grant Place, Arvada. All interested parents are invited to attend
the informational meeting. Call
303-422-1800 for more information.
Jan. 29: 9 a.m.
Christ the King School Open House:
at 830 Elm St., Denver. Parishioners, alumni and prospective parents are invited. Begins with an allschool Mass at 8:15 a.m. Enter
through Ballard Hall on 8th Avenue.
Call 303-321-2123 for more information.
Jan. 30: 9:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Year of Faith Fridays: in the parish
hall at Holy Ghost Church, 1900 California St., Denver. Discussion on
the faith in terms of the Catechism
and Vatican II documents in an informal setting held on Fridays
through May 24. Call 303-292-1556
for details.
Jan. 25: 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
Vatican II Seminar: on the universal
call to holiness in the parish hall St.
James Church, 1314 Newport St.,
Denver. Father James Socias, an
Opus Dei priest from Spain, will discuss Vatican II for the Year of Faith.
Visit www.stjamesdenver.org or call
303-322-7449 for details.
Jan. 25: 7 p.m.
"The Light of Faith" Classes: is an
eight-week series by the Denver
Archdiocese's Office of Evangelization on the John Paul II Center
campus, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
The classes will provide an introduction to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. Cost is $45. Call
303-715-3260 for details and to
register.
Starts Jan. 30: 6:30 p.m.
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Christ’s beauty overcomes evil,
archbishop says at Aurora theater

BY CARL BUNDERSON

AURORA, Colo. (CNA/EWTN News)—
At the reopening of the Aurora theater
where a gunman took 12 lives last July,
Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver said
the darkness of evil cannot overcome the
light and beauty of Christ.
“Seeing the beautiful helps put behind
you the darkness, the evil, the horror of
what occurred here. Opening yourself up
to beauty, to receiving beauty, is a way of
really pushing out that darkness that can
be there,” he told CNA shortly after the
Jan. 17 event.
“When the sunrise comes up, there’s a
real beauty and goodness there, that
warms your heart and fills you with a certain peace and joy, to see the sun rising after the darkness of night.
“Christ is the light of the world,” he
added. “He identifies himself as the light
of the world, and ‘Aurora’ means dawning, light...we cannot let evil have the final
word, and good always triumphs over
evil.”
The archbishop attended the reopening Jan. 17 to offer a closing prayer at the
event.
“I’m going because when a priest is
asked to join a community in prayer, he
goes. I’m going because the opening will
be a night of remembering, and mourning, and because the Scripture I read instructs me to ‘mourn with those who
mourn,’” he wrote in a Dec. 17 column for
The Denver Post.
Some 2,000 people attended the reopening, including victims and their families, first responders, and local hospital
employees and volunteers.
On July 20 last year at a midnight showing of “The Dark Knight Rises,” James
Holmes, 25, entered the theater dressed
in black tactical assault gear. He threw a
pair of tear gas canisters into the cinema
before indiscriminately opening fire on
moviegoers.
Holmes was arrested outside the cinema when he surrendered to police. He
had murdered 12 people and wounded
58 more.
On Jan. 11, a Colorado judge chose to
delay Holmes’ arraignment until March
12, giving his defense lawyers more time
to prepare his plea.
Speakers at the theater’s reopening on
Thursday included Colorado governor
John Hickenlooper, Aurora mayor Steve
Hogan and Tim Warner, CEO of Cinemark.
In his comments, Warner noted that
the “selfless response” of all those who responded to the tragedy was “a testament

DENVER
Archbishop
Samuel Aquila
delivers the
closing prayer
during the
reopening
ceremony at
the Century
Aurora in
Aurora on
Jan. 17.
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that good always triumphs over evil, that
love and compassion will always make a
difference.”
The CEO’s personal response to the
tragedy was emphasized by Gov. Hickenlooper, who thanked him for coming
himself to Colorado “the moment he
heard” of the tragedy and not sending
someone else. Gov. Hickenlooper said the
reopening was part of the healing
process, having “the ability to find light
where there was darkness, the opportunity to push towards finding joy.”
In his remarks before the closing
prayer, Archbishop Aquila quoted the
Bible by saying that Christ came to “shine
on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
He reminded those gathered that the
world’s redemption is rooted in suffering.
“In suffering, and in the love of God,
dawn breaks before us...we are here to
stand together in mourning, in suffering,
and we stand together in redemption.”
Archbishop Aquila said, “the way of
peace means rejecting the violence of that
night. It means giving to God our desire
for vengeance, our hatred, our bitterness,
and our anger...knowing that we are connected to one another—that in the family
of humanity, each of our lives has worth,
and dignity, meaning, and purpose.”
“God calls us to pursue together what is
true, what is good, and what is beautiful.
The way of peace means coming together in love,” he added.
“If we walk together in peace, we will
honor those who died here more than
words can. Our lives are the greatest tribute we can make to those who perished
or were wounded here. We must not forget—we must make a memorial of the
lives we choose to live.”
The archbishop closed the reopening
in prayer, asking that God “transform us
through our suffering” and “make of this
community a community of peace.”
“Help us to know truth, and goodness,
and beauty,” he prayed. “Help us to know
you.”
During the event, counselors were
available to those needing support. After
the ceremony, the film “The Hobbit” was
shown at the theater. Free movies will be
offered to the community Jan. 18 to 21.
Cinemark chose to reopen the theater
complex after Aurora residents expressed
support for the move and Mayor Hogan
requested it. About $1 million was spent
in remodeling, and the theater, formerly
the Century 16, has been renamed Century Aurora.

