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Mass to honor civil rights leader King
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To honor the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., all are invited to the Denver Archdiocese’s first Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice to
be held near Denver’s City
Park at 8 a.m. Jan. 21.
“Dr. Martin Luther King
knew that true human dignity
came from God, not the state,
society or government,” Archbishop Samuel Aquila, main
celebrant for the Mass, told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“He knew it was the responsibility of government to protect the God-given rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
Born Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Ga., King was a Baptist
minister who led the civil
rights movement in the United States, beginning in the
1950s. Between 1957 and
1968, he traveled millions of
miles and gave thousands of
speeches, including his famous “l Have a Dream”
speech delivered in 1963 during the March on Washington,
D.C. Through his activism, he
played a pivotal role in ending
the legal segregation of
African-Americans in the
South and other areas of the
country, as well as the creation of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965.
While advancing civil rights
and racial equality through
nonviolent civil disobedience,
he was also known for bringing his faith into the public
square.
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THE DENVER Archdiocese’s first Mass for the Preservation
of Peace and Justice honoring the late civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr., will be celebrated by Archbishop
Samuel Aquila, 8 a.m. Jan. 21 at St. Ignatius Loyola Church,
2301 York St. in Denver, across the street from City Park,
where the annual Martin Luther King Marade (march and parade) will begin.

PREP SPORTS

“Dr. King’s speeches are
peppered with Scripture references and theological reflections,” Archbishop Aquila
said. “His faith supported his
work for civil rights. His words
resonated with many people
of diverse creeds and faith.”
The fact that his critique of
society and government on civil rights issues was grounded in
his faith serves as a reminder to
every Christian today, the archbishop continued.
“We are called to live faith in
the public square,” he said.
“Atheists and the ACLU would
never tolerate King today because his deep faith in Christ
was his motivation for the dignity of the human person and
the conversion of society.
“King was never politically
correct in his approach. He
spoke the truth on the dignity
of the human person regardless of their race.”
Arrested at least 20 times,
assaulted several times, and
subjected to constant death
threats for his activism, King
was assassinated April 4, 1968,
at the age of 39, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in Memphis, Tenn.
Organizers of the Mass for
the Preservation of Peace and
Justice—Mary Leisring, director of the Office of Black
Catholic Ministry, and Deacon Charles Parker, director of
the Office of Liturgy—echoed
the archbishop’s sentiments
emphasizing the influence
faith had on King’s work and
ministry.

See Mass, Page 3
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Vocations Awareness Week is Jan. 13-19.
All the members of the Church, without exception,
have the grace and responsibility to look after vocations. “A very special responsibility falls upon
the Christian family, which by virtue of the sacrament of matrimony shares in its own unique way
in the educational mission of the Church. ... Families themselves, generously accepting the gift of
human life, may be, ‘as it were, a first seminary’ in which children can
acquire from the beginning an awareness of piety and prayer and
love for the Church.” (Bl. John Paul II, “Pastores Dabo Vobis,” 41)
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Can a free market help the poor?
Fiery debate set Jan. 28 in Boulder

SAMUEL J. AQUILA
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The world needs the gift
of the feminine genius
I try not to pay attention to bumper stickers. It is important
to drive safely and calmly. Many of the bumper stickers I see
leave me frustrated and are a real distraction. So when I can, I
keep my eyes away from the bumpers in front of me. Last
week though, I saw a bumper sticker that left me frustrated,
sad and, frankly, confused.
The slogan was simple. It read: “Pro-woman. Pro-child.
Pro-choice.” I was baffled. I can’t imagine that anyone with a
basic knowledge of biology would really believe that legal
protection for abortion is “pro-child.” Each time an abortion
takes place, a child—a unique, small and miraculous human
life never to be repeated—is extinguished from earthly existence. Science, with or without God, demonstrates that human life begins at conception.
The pro-choice position affirms that some things are more
important than the lives of the unborn. In fact, most prochoice leaders will admit this—that the unborn are unique
lives, but that freedom, or choice, or “compassion” trumps
the life of the unborn child.
It is equally confusing that anyone would believe that legally protecting abortion is good for women. You cannot be
pro-woman and be pro-choice.
Studies show consistently that abortion often leads to
mental health crises and an increased suicide rate among
women. Surgical and pharmaceutical abortions are dangerous medical procedures with a higher statistical rate than
other surgical procedures of complication, hemorrhaging
and even death. No evidence suggests that legal protection
for abortion has made the procedure more medically safe.
Erika Bachiochi in her book “The Cost of Choice,” demonstrates from a sociological standpoint that legal protection
for abortion enhances poverty among women by diminishing any drive for economic or political protections for motherhood. In short, Bachiochi argues that because feminists
have spent so much time and energy ensuring the legal protection for abortion, they have diminished the expectation
that motherhood, and mothers, should have some protections in the workplace and the marketplace. Legalized abortion has created strong cultural and economic expectations
that women should avoid motherhood. In the name of
choice, suggests Bachiochi, women are left with no choice
but to delay or avoid motherhood to gain basic economic security.
Most fundamentally, abortion harms women because it diminishes the dignity of motherhood. Legal protection for
abortion has fostered a cultural perception that maternity is
something to be avoided—a problem to solve. But motherhood is a gift unique to women. Blessed John Paul II reflected that motherhood is essentially the gift of “a special openness to the human person.” In the model of motherhood, all
women can give the feminine genius of nurturing, fostering
and loving to the world. Abortion has robbed us of our ability
to appreciate that unique gift—to appreciate the genius of
women.
Abortion is not pro-woman. Abortion is anti-woman. Abortion hinders and diminishes what is unique to women. Furthermore it has contributed to women being treated as objects of gratification by men. Because of abortion, we have
lost the sense of the feminine genius and the dignity of
women. We need to rediscover it.
In the Archdiocese of Denver, there are many organizations
that recognize and support the dignity of women. I would
like to highlight just two: the Gabriel Project, and Endow.
The Gabriel Project is a network of parishes and volunteers that provide women and families with material, spiritual and emotional support at all times but especially during and after pregnancy. The Gabriel Project connects
women with needs to people who will love them—who will
support them and honor the dignity of their feminine ge-

See Aquila, Page 8

What is a better friend to the
poor—the government or the
free market system?
That provocative question is
the tinder in the firepit for this
year’s “Great Debate” on Jan.
28 and sponsored by the
Aquinas Institute for Catholic
Thought in Boulder.
Two prominent Catholic
thinkers will square off for the
official question: “Can the free
market adequately care for
the poor?” Father Robert Sirico, author, commentator and
expert on economics and cofounder of the Acton Institute
in Grand Rapids, Mich., will
argue that free markets have
an important role to play in
helping the poor, while
Michael Sean Winters, a nationally known essayist and
reporter for the National
Catholic Reporter, favors the
government assistance position.
The debate is set for 7 p.m.
on Jan. 28, at the Cristol
Chemistry building, Room
140, on the campus of the
University of Colorado in
Boulder. College student admission is free, and a $5 donation is suggested for all others.
To reserve tickets and learn
more about the debate, go to
www.ThomasCenter.org.
Both debaters will base
their argument on Catholic
social teaching, said Matt
Boettger, director of intellectual formation for the Aquinas
Institute. (See accompanying
box for links to documents on
Catholic social teaching.)
“Obviously the Church never speaks directly about economics, only insofar as it relates to our responsibility and
stewardship to the poor,”
Boettger said. When the
Church speaks about economic philosophy, it is in the
context of “What is the best
way to take care of our neighbor and those who are marginalized?”
So the issue for Sirico and
Winters isn’t whether the poor
must be helped. They differ in
what is the best role for gov-

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHING
Matt Boettger at the Aquinas Institute suggests
accessing the following documents at the website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Scan the QR code or go to: www.usccb.org and
enter the document name.
Four key papal encyclicals form the foundation
of Catholic social teaching in the 20th and 21st
centuries:

“Rerum Novarum,” (“Regarding the New Things”) Pope Leo XIII, issued May 1891: “We thought it expedient to speak now on the condition of the working classes.”
“Quadragesimo Anno,” (“The fortieth year”) anniversary of “Rerum
Novarum,” issued by Pope Pius XI, May 1931
“Centesiumus Annus,” (“The one hundredth year”) anniversary of
“Rerum Novarum” issued by Pope John Paul II, May, 1991
“Caritas in Veritate”: (“In Charity and Truth”) “Charity is at the
heart of the Church’s social doctrine … but charity in its turn needs
to be understood, confirmed and practised in the light of truth.”
Pope Benedict XVI, June, 2009
Two more documents from the USCCB may be helpful to understand Catholic social teaching:
“Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching”: An overview of documents and further links summarizes main elements of Church
teaching, 2005
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Catholic Citizenship”: “A call to
political responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United
States,” November 2007

ernment and free markets to
provide that help.
In a pluralistic society, the
answer is complex, Boettger
said.
“In our pluralistic understanding of the economy, the
answer (will likely be) not having one entity do everything,
but having a pool of competing resources available,” he
said. “That’s why we’re so excited about two Catholics
coming in to debate. They
show there is a wide enough
spectrum in this discussion
for competing ideas.”
The Aquinas Institute is the
intellectual arm of the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Center at the University of
Colorado in Boulder. Its aim is
to promote the “Catholic intellectual tradition and the
unique voice of the Church at
the University of Colorado.”
The institute sponsors a half
dozen major lectures annually
by prominent intellectuals. Six
years ago it added a “Great

Debate,” featuring some of
the most challenging and intriguing thinkers of the times.
Debate guests have ranged
from the atheist provocateur,
the late Christopher Hitchens,
to the groundbreaking author
and bioethicist Dr. Janet
Smith, who argued the debate
position that contraception
harms women. Its format and
the quality of its speakers
loosely recalls the legendary
Oxford Union Debating Society in England, founded in 1823
and still active today.
Boettger said the institute
organizers sensed they were
on to something when the
first Great Debate in 2008—“Is
abortion morally justifiable?”—was planned for 350
people, and more than 700
people showed up. It suggested there was an audience
clamoring for the weighing of
serious ideas, much in the tradition of its great intellectual

See Debate, Page 9
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Love is the bridge for differences, says intercultural couple
BY JEAN TORKELSON

This is the second in a fourpart series exploring issues surrounding immigration.
She grew up in family of 15.
He was an Army brat.
She was outgoing and radiant. He was quiet and reflective.
She was Catholic. He was not.
But one of the most obvious
differences between Mina Becerra and Rich McLean was that
she was Mexican and he, AngloAmerican.

PHOTO BY LARA MONTOYA

How would their differences
affect their marriage?
By their 40th wedding anniversary, on Dec. 23, 2012,
they knew the answer—their
differences, including the cultural ones, made their love
even stronger.
In a recent interview with the
Denver Catholic Register, the
couple talked about their enduring relationship and drew
possible lessons for better cultural understanding in Church
and community.
“In the early 1970s intercultural marriages were not
looked on too kindly,” said Rich
McLean, today a community
health care activist in Aurora. “I
was concerned … but by the
grace of God, my family really
embraced Mina.”
“They always loved him,”
said Mina McLean, a para-professional educator in the Aurora public school system. She
was recalling how her family in
Juarez gladly welcomed the
young Army sergeant turned
sophomore at the University of
Texas-El Paso.
In those days, it was easy and
routine to go back and forth

PHOTO PROVIDED

RICH and Mina McLean married on Dec. 23, 1972. They were
friends for two years before Rich asked Mina’s father for her hand.
between the two cities, and the
young couple had a chance to
become friends for two years
before affection deepened into
love.
Of course, there were adjustments. Rich, protective of his
new bride, worried at first that
appearing as a couple in communities outside of El Paso
might provoke a backlash
against his beloved wife. That
didn’t happen, but there were
subtler messages. In a sly dig at
the couple’s still unconventional

Marriage rally to be
held at state Capitol
Those who support traditional marriage are urged to attend a rally set for noon-1 p.m.
Jan. 25 at the state Capitol in
Denver.
In preparation for contentious hearings on the Colorado Civil Unions Act this legislative session, the Colorado
Catholic Conference organized
a “Protect and Support Marriage Rally” on the west steps of
the Capitol at 200 E. Colfax Ave.
in Denver.
“We want the rally to be a witness of the importance of marriage and let legislators know
that there are constituents in
the community who feel

strongly about protecting marriage,” said Jenny Kraska, director of the conference, the public
policy arm of the Catholic
Church in Colorado.
The legislation contradicts
the voter-approved Amendment 43, which defines marriage as between one man and
one woman. It also opposes
Referendum I, the equivalent
to civil unions, which voters rejected in 2006.
All are invited to bring
friends, fellow parishioners
and family to pray and show
their support for traditional
marriage—the cornerstone of
society—at this crucial time.

relationship, some of Mina’s
friends jokingly referred to her
as “La Malinche,” the Indian
consort of Spanish conquistador Hernán Cortés.
Language remained one of
the biggest challenges. Rich
concedes his Spanish still isn’t
the best. But from the start, Mina dived into learning English
every way she could—including, she laughed, watching TV
shows like “Hogan’s Heroes” or
sitting in on Rich’s college
classes.

Mass
From Page 1
“Martin Luther King promoted human rights and the dignity of every human person,” said
Leisring. “Just as Catholic social
teaching does.”
All Catholics should be concerned about preserving peace
and justice, and working to emulate Christ just as King did,
said Deacon Parker.
“Certainly Martin Luther
King Jr. was a disciple of Jesus
Christ,” he said. “And in his trying to follow Jesus, in his life, he
gave us a model to emulate as
well.
“This liturgy is significant in
that it’s not just for the black
community—though we hope
black Catholics of the archdiocese show up in great numbers,” Deacon Parker contin-

RICH and Mina today. Friends comment how happy they are.
“We started out right,” Rich explains.
The McLeans persisted in
Communication is essential.
sharing the beauty of both cul- From the beginning, Mina extures. They gave their daughter, plained, “We were friends; we
Cindie, the middle name Xo- could talk to each other.”
chitl, (pronounced “so-sheelt”)
Many people think “differan indigenous, Aztec-rooted ences” are only meant to be
name meaning “flower.” As a tolerated; the McLeans know
child, Cindie wasn’t impressed, differences are meant to be enonly later coming to appreciate joyed, too. For example, they
her name’s unique beauty.
laugh that Rich is the computer
“Now she loves it enough to guy; Mina is the conjurer of
give the name to her own sumptuous food and hospitalidaughter,” Mina said.
ty.
In 2004, Rich became a
They cooperate, even in
Catholic. The family worships at problem solving.
St. Thérèse Parish in Aurora,
“Any marriage is going to
where the couple are active in have rough spots,” Rich said,
social justice ministries and in “but you work together to redrawing Hispanic and Anglo solve it. You don’t let the rough
members together as one parish spots eat you up.”
family.
The most basic lesson of all?
However, Rich conceded:
“Obviously, love,” Mina said.
“Barriers are there. Sometimes “If you don’t love someone, you
it’s difficult. We talk about love. If allow cultural differences to beyou’re going to be a Christian come barriers. But with love,
community, love really needs to it’s not a big deal.”
dominate.”
Whether as neighbors, in a
Whether in a personal rela- parish community, or as a martionship or in a community, the ried couple, Rich added, “I feel
McLeans discovered that barri- confident we are one family,
ers get broken down in the same under God …. this is what love
way. Barrier-busting takes pa- can do.”
tience, bearing with one another’s differences, and appreciatJean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
ing each other’s strengths.
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
ued. “It’s to celebrate the memory of Martin Luther King and
his discipleship of Jesus
Christ.”
Organizers plan to make the
Mass an annual event.
Archbishop Aquila will be
joined by area priests for the
liturgy, including Father Simon
Kalonga, parish administrator
of Cure d’Ars Church in Denver, and Deacon Clarence McDavid, also from Cure d’Ars.
Fourth degree Knights of Peter
Claver, in full regalia, will participate.
The Mass will be held at St.
Ignatius Loyola Church, 2301
York St. in Denver, across the
street from City Park, where the
annual Martin Luther King Marade (march and parade), organized by the City and County
of Denver, will begin.
Leisring suggested honoring
King’s enduring message and

ministry through Mass and
participation in the march and
parade.
“It’s a great way to begin your
day: in prayer,” she said. “Then
go across the street and carry
that prayerful experience to the
‘marade.’”
Denver’s traditional march
and parade, in its 28th consecutive year, is billed as the
largest Martin Luther King Jr.
rally in the United States, drawing thousands. The march begins at City Park and travels 3
miles down East Colfax Avenue
to Civic Center.
For more information, contact the Office of Black Catholic
Ministry at 303-715-3165 or
Black.Ministry@archden.org.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.Twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Christ, our bridegroom

GEORGE WEIGEL

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

The Marriage Debate II:
what states really can’t do
In his acute analysis of the character and institutions of the
United States, “Democracy in America,” Alexis de Tocqueville, a
19th-century French liberal, stressed the importance of what we
call “civil society.” American democracy, Tocqueville understood,
wasn’t just a matter of the state, here, and the individual, there.
“Between” the state (or government) and the people there were
the many free, voluntary associations that formed the sinews
and musculature of America. Those free associations also performed many essential social functions: they educated the
young, served the poor and cared for the sick.
Writing a century and a half after Tocqueville, Pope John Paul
II also highlighted the importance of voluntary associations for
the free and virtuous society. Those associations, the pope argued, shape the human personality of a political community—
what John Paul called, in his philosopher’s vocabulary, the “subjectivity of society.” Thus, in a democracy—a way of self-government that depends on the character of a people—the institutions
of civil society are schools of freedom: the elementary schools of
democracy.
Think about it this way: Every 2-year-old is a natural-born
tyrant, a beautiful bundle of willfulness and self-absorption who
demands (sometimes winsomely and often loudly) that he or she
get what he or she wants—now. Who, or what, turns all those 2year-old tyrants into democrats: mature men and women capable of being democratic citizens? Where do we learn what Tocqueville called the habits of mind and heart, and what moral
philosophers from Aristotle to John Paul II have called the virtues,
that are necessary for the machinery of democracy to work well?
We learn them first in the family, which is the fundamental, irreplaceable institution of civil society. We also learn those habits
of heart and mind in friendships and in school, in clubs and
sports and in religious communities. Men and women who, later
in life, take responsibility for making government work first
learned how to do so, not from the state, but from the civil society institutions in which they grew up. Adults who take the responsibilities of citizenship seriously did not learn their sense of
civic obligation from a governmental agency: they learned to be
responsible and civil and tolerant, flexible but principled, in
more humane schools: the free, voluntary associations that Tocqueville and John Paul II celebrated.
Democracy means, among many other things, that the government is not everything; thus Mussolini’s definition of totalitarianism (“Everything within the state, nothing outside the
state, nothing against the state”) is the absolute antithesis of
democracy—indeed, the very antithesis of freedom. Throughout
history, just states (whether democratic or not) have understood
that there are limits to their powers: there are certain things that
just states simply cannot do.
With rare exceptions, the just state cannot interfere in the doctor-patient relationship or the lawyer-client relationship; it can
never interfere in the priest-penitent relationship; it ought to be
extremely chary of interfering in the parent-child relationship
(save in obvious cases like abuse); and there are limits (always
subject to debate and adjustment) about the state’s reach into
the employer-employee relationship. The just state acknowledges the integrity of these primary, fundamental, civil society
relationships and protects them legally. It has no business reinventing or redefining those relationships, for the just state exists
to serve civil society, not vice versa.
Marriage is the primordial civil society relationship, for it is the
basis of the family, which is the primordial civil society institution.
That is why, for millennia, states have protected marriage, understood as what-it-is: the stable union of a man and a woman ordered to the begetting and raising of children. When a state claims
the right to alter the definition of “marriage” to include same-sex
relationships, it is tacitly claiming the right to redefine the number
of persons who may make a “marriage” (why stop at two?); it is also tacitly claiming the right to redefine, by governmental fiat, every
other pre-existing free association of civil society.
That claim is antithetical to the freedom of individuals, families, and society.

Jan. 20: Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 62:1-5
• Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10
• 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
• John 2:1-11
Synopsis:
After Christ’s
manifestation to the Magi in
Bethlehem and then to the
crowds at his baptism, the
next manifestation of the
Lord’s divinity was at the wedding in Cana. There he performed his first “sign” by
changing water into wine. The
first reading comes from the
part of Isaiah that celebrates
the return of the Jews from the
Babylonian exile. Jerusalem,
which had long since been
desolate and forsaken, shall
once again be joyful and alive
as the people come home.
God rejoices over Jerusalem as
a bridegroom rejoices over his
bride. God’s relationship to Israel is described in many
ways: Father, Judge, Rock,
Fortress, Warrior, etc. But one
of the most unique and evocative images is that of Husband.
This nuptial imagery inspired
Jews for many generations
prior to Christ, giving them
hope for a renewed and lasting covenant. In our second

reading, St. Paul uses the image of the body to describe the
relationship between Christ
and his Church. Paul explains
that the Church is not like
Christ’s body, but is his body.
Each member of the Church
therefore is important, equal
in dignity though each with a
different function. All work together for the good of the
whole. The presence of Christ
at the wedding in Cana and
the miracle he performed signified to his disciples that the
divine Bridegroom foretold by
the prophets had at long last
come. The miracle of the water changed into wine signifies the transformation of the
old order into the new. When
the servants and disciples saw
how the water had become
wine, they “began to believe in
him.”
Key verse: “As a bridegroom
rejoices in his bride so shall
your God rejoice in you” (Isa
62:5).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The entire Christian
life bears the mark of the
spousal love of Christ and the
Church. Already baptism, the
entry into the people of God,
is a nuptial mystery; it is so to
speak the nuptial bath, which
precedes the wedding feast,
the Eucharist” (No. 1617).

Pope Benedict XVI: “Conjugal love is a sacramental sign
of Christ’s love for his Church,
a love culminating in the
cross, the expression of his
‘marriage’ with humanity and
at the same time the origin
and heart of the Eucharist. For
this reason the Church manifests her particular spiritual
closeness to all those who
have built their family on the
sacrament of matrimony”
(“Sacramentum Caritatis,” 27).

Life application: There’s no
question that marriage and
the family are under great
stress today. The very definition of marriage is questioned
as is the meaning of “family”
and what it means to be human. Marriage is a universal
institution rooted in the natural relationship between man
and woman. Its main purpose
is to provide a secure environment for children. The presence of Christ at the wedding
in Cana raised marriage to an
even higher level, elevating it
to the dignity of a sacrament.
The union of man and woman
in holy matrimony signifies
the covenant between Christ
and his Church (Eph 5:21-32)
and is also a sign of God’s love
for the world.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Reinstate God
Our president can speak of
God whenever he chooses. Our
legislators can start with a
prayer, organizations can pray
before a dinner but our children, teachers and employers
are not allowed to pray to or
teach about God.
Using Europe and their loss
of faith as an example of what
not to do, we should be a world
leader in honoring prayer.
Stand up, America, and reinstate God to schools, home and
work. Our children deserve the
best and should know they can
use all methods of comfort and
love including prayer for help.
God’s love is there for everyone. We just need to ask. And
ask is what my public school
did each morning when I was
young. It was a great comfort

for me. Our school prayer history went from praying aloud,
to praying silently, to a moment
of silent thought, to eliminating every aspect of God. We
need to bring the good aspects
of education to the forefront
again. Our schools, homes and
workplaces need a good balance of freedom.
Our president said we should
not hinder the little children
according to the word of God,
yet we deny them the freedom
to pray before, during and after
school when it could be comforting and rewarding for them.
Let’s join together to reinstate God to schools, homes
and work. Use this slogan on
bumper stickers, pens, pencils,
mugs, mouse pads or any way
you want to get the word out.
Dick and Mary Riddell
Email

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more
than 250 words and should
include the writer’s name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed.
Letters may be edited. Send
letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or fax to 303-715-2045. Email us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Jan. 20: Respect Life Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (10:30 a.m.); 40 Year Remembrance and blessing of March for Life pilgrims, Lighthouse Women's Center, Denver (3 p.m.); Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Foxfield (5 p.m.)
Jan. 21: Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, St. Ignatius of Loyola
Parish, Denver (8 a.m.)
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

Creation and the Creator
BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St.
Teresa of Avila. For each question there
is one right answer. Each quiz will have
one question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None of the
Above.” This week’s quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) Nos.
286-311.

We consider particularly the catechesis
on creation and our faith in the Creator.

1. The catechism states, “The existence
of God the creator can be known with
certainty through his works, by the light
of human reason, even if this knowledge
is often obscured and disfigured by error.” Which of these Scriptural quotes
best summarizes the above?
A. The fool says in his heart there is no
God.
B. For strange are the works of the Lord,
hidden from men his deeds.
C. There will always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create.
D. Have we not all the one Father? Has
not the one God created us?
E. NOTA

2. The revelation of creation is seen as
inseparable from God…
A. punishing man for his sins.
B. existing in the fifth essence.
C. establishing his covenant with his people.
D. giving the angels rule over the planets.
E. NOTA
3. “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.” What do “heavens and earth” signify?
A. angels and men
B. the totality of what exists
C. time and eternity
D. salvation and the means to attain it
E. NOTA

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE
“By faith we understand that the world
was created by the word of God, so that
what was seen was made out of things
which do not appear.”—Heb 11:3
4. The world was created for the glory of
God. St. Bonaventure explains how the
world gives glory to God:
A. It increases his power and perfects his
being.
B. It becomes his footstool and establishes his dominion.
C. God communicates his glory to his creation through which his glory is shown
forth.
D. The glory of God could not exist without creatures to acknowledge it.
E. NOTA
5. The world exists…
A. only in the imagination of God.
B. by blind fate.
C. by God drawing it forth from pre-existing matter.
D. by emanating necessarily from the Divine Essence.
E. NOTA
6. The CCC states, “The world was created in a state of journeying.” What does
this mean?
A. The waywardness of the world will lead
to its final destruction.
B. God has destined the world for a perfection yet unattained.
C. Evolutionary forces are at play, shaping and guiding the world toward the
omega point.
D. As the earth hurtles through space, it
is a linear progression rather than a redundant circular motion.
E. NOTA
7. What do we call God’s guidance of his
creation toward perfection?
A. Divine Providence
B. Historical Progression
C. The Invisible Hand
D. Armageddon
E. NOTA

See Quiz, Page 12
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Life matters: Religious liberty
BY ARCHBISHOP CHARLES J.
CHAPUT, O.F.M. CAP.

The column below
is an excerpt. Read
the full text at www.
usccb.org/respectlife,
click on “Pamphlets,”
then on “Life Matters:
Religious Liberty and
the American Soul.”
The philosopher Hans Jonas once
said that three things have distinguished human life from other animal
experience since early prehistory: the
tool, the image and the grave. The tool
imposes man’s knowledge and will onto
nature. The image—man’s paintings
and other art—projects his imagination.
It implies a sense of beauty and memory, and a desire to express them.
But the greatest difference between
humans and other animals is the grave.
Only man buries his dead. Only man
knows his own mortality. And knowing
that he will die, only man can ask where
he came from, what his life means and
what comes after it.
The grave then is an expression of reverence and hope. When Christians and
other people of good will talk about “the
dignity of the human person” and “the
sanctity of human life,” they’re putting
into words what we all instinctively
know—and have known for a very long
time. Unique in nature, and unlike any
other creature, men and women possess something elevated and sacred that
demands our special respect.
When we violate that human dignity,
we do evil. When we serve it, we do
good. And therein lies one of today’s
many American ironies. We now live in a
society that speaks persuasively about
protecting the environment and rescuing species on the brink of extinction.
But then it tolerates the mass killing of
unborn children, and contemplates the
killing of the sick and elderly in the
name of their “dignity.”
Modern critics of religion like to point
out that God is absent from the U.S.
Constitution. And of course that’s true—
but not because God was unwelcome.
In effect, God suffused the whole constitutional enterprise. Nearly all the
Founders were religious believers, and
some were quite devout. Their writings
are heavily influenced by biblical language, morality and thought. America’s
founding could thus afford to be secular
in the best sense, precisely because
Americans were so religious.
The Founders saw religious faith as
something separate from government
but vital to the nation’s survival. In his
Farewell Address, Washington famously
stressed that “religion and morality are indispensable supports” for political prosperity. He added that “reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.” For John Adams, John
Jay, James Wilson, John Witherspoon,
Alexander Hamilton, Charles Carroll,
George Washington and most of the other Founders—including Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin—religion created virtuous citizens. And only virtuous
citizens could sustain a country as delicately balanced in its institutions, moral
instincts and laws as the United States.

RESPECT LIFE
EVENTS IN DENVER
ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MASS
When: 10:30 a.m. Jan. 20
Where: Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Colfax &
Logan, Denver
MARCH FOR LIFE DENVER
When: 12:30 p.m. Jan. 20
Where: West side of Capitol, Denver
More info: www.mfldenver.org
40-YEAR REMEMBRANCE
When: 3 p.m. Jan. 20
Where: Lighthouse Women’s Center,
3894 Olive St., Denver
What: Prayer and blessing, followed
by procession to Planned Parenthood
Bring: Flowers

To put it another way: Unlike their
French revolutionary counterparts, the
framers of America’s Constitution saw
religious liberty as freedom for religion,
not freedom from religion.
The American Founders therefore also presumed the existence of natural
law and natural rights. These rights are
inalienable because they are guaranteed by the Creator, by “nature’s God,” to
use the words of the Declaration of Independence. Such ideas seem to be out
of fashion in much of legal theory today.
But these same ideas are very much
alive in the way we actually reason and
behave in our daily lives.
Most of us assume that we have basic
rights that come with the special dignity
of being human. These rights are inherent to human nature. They’re part of who
we are. Nobody can take them away. But
if there is no Creator, and nothing fundamental and unchangeable about human
nature, and if “nature’s God” is kicked out
of the public conversation, then our
rights become the product of social convention. But social conventions can
change. That means the definition of who
is and who isn’t “human” can change.
American public life needs a framework that is friendly to religious belief
because society can’t support its moral
claims about freedom and rights with
rational and secular arguments alone.
In fact, to the degree that our society encourages a culture of unbelief, it undermines its own grounding. It causes its
own decline by destroying the moral coherence of a public square in which all
are respected and treated as equals.
In the American tradition, people have
a right to bring their beliefs to bear on
every social, economic and political
problem facing their community. For
Christians, that’s not just a privilege. It’s
not just a right. It’s a demand of the
Gospel. Believers can’t be silent in public
life and be faithful to Jesus Christ at the
same time. Actively witnessing to our
convictions and advancing what we believe about key moral issues in public life
are acts of truth telling. They’re vital to the
health of every democracy. And again,
they’re also a duty—not only of our religious faith, but also of our citizenship.

Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., is the former archbishop of Denver and serves as a consultant to the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life
Activities.
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Saving ‘the last Catholic school on the plains’
BY JEAN TORKELSON

As emergencies go, the situation could not be more dire for

St. Anthony School in Sterling.
How serious is it? The principal, parish pastor and supporters are mounting a campaign,

calling on Catholics in the Denver Archdiocese and all points
beyond to help them raise
$600,000 by Jan. 30.
Otherwise, the school, which
serves
pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade, will not
reopen for the 2013-2014
school year. And with its closure would go the last presence
of Catholic education on Colorado’s Eastern Plains.
“There is no other rural agricultural (Catholic) school on
the plains,” said Joe Skerjanec,
the school’s principal. “We are
doing everything we can to
keep that presence here. Our
philosophy is, if anyone wants
a Catholic education—whether
they are on the Front Range or
in Edwards—they should have
that opportunity.”
Now, a perfect storm of rising
costs and changing local demographics have caused a dramatic shortfall in the school’s
annual $1 million budget,
which has put that opportunity
in jeopardy.
Recently, Skerjanec and St.
Anthony pastor, Father Robert
Wedow, spoke with the Denver
Catholic Register about the
school’s crisis and what they
are doing about it. (See accompanying box for information
on the emergency plans and
how to donate.)
Emergency support has come
from the archdiocese, which
since 2003 has supplied an extra
$1.7 million in assistance, plus
an array of support services. But
it’s been a losing battle.
In a heartbreaking irony,
even under a financial burden,
St. Anthony’s students are
thriving. In a national academic assessment testing, St. Anthony’s seventh- and eighthgraders “blow the socks off the
scoring,” Skerjanec said.
The small school on the
plains, which currently has 107
students, has produced college
graduates, a diocesan priest,
and a nationally recognized
musician. Some students travel
70 miles roundtrip, every
weekday, to attend the school.
Then there is the faith formation component.

“One of the great things
about Catholic schools is the
discipline involved in the students’ education,” Father Wedow said. “Not discipline in the
sense of imposing discipline
for doing something wrong,
but discipline in the sense that
students learn they are disciples of Christ. That changes the
way they approach and look at
the world … and it’s something
no public school can do.”

Aquila

nine genius. Endow forms
small communities of women
who study the Church’s
teaching on femininity and
who learn how to live an authentically Christian feminine
presence in the world. Endow groups meet in homes,
in schools, in homeless shelters and in convents in order
to discover the plan of God
for women in the world.
Many women I know who
have participated in Endow
have experienced a new joy
as they have discovered their
God-given feminine dignity
and gift.
Society and culture need

From Page 2
nius. The Gabriel Project and
its volunteers are committed
to supporting motherhood as
a community and to supporting women as they live the
vocation of motherhood. The
Gabriel Project has helped
women in prison, in addiction, and in poverty to become the mothers God has
called them to be.
Endow is an apostolate
committed to forming
women with an awareness of
their dignity and their femi-

Why the hurry?
At the end of the last school
year in June 2012, when it became clear that the 2013-2014
school year was in jeopardy, a
process began to alert the
school’s advisory boards of its
dire financial situation.
Once that was done, the Jan.
30 deadline became critical because in February, contracts begin to be finalized with teachers,
staff and support services.
“If we wait … it seriously impacts employees’ ability to get a
job next year,” Father Wedow
said. “Parents might want to
explore homeschooling, if we
can’t open next year. There are
so many things that impact a
school that must be decided
now.”
If the campaign to save the
school is successful, St. Anthony’s has a five-year plan under
development that would seek to
ensure the school’s long-term
future. Its key component is a
development office to attract a
stable flow of donations to the
schools’ existing endowment
fund with the Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado.
But first, St. Anthony’s must
be saved, within the next three
weeks.
Both pastor and principal
see it as saving not just a
school, but a legacy entrusted
to them by generations of parents, parishioners and families
on the plains. During the
height of the Depression in the
1930s, farmers used their
trucks to haul bricks from
miles away in order to build a
much-needed new school
building. As late as 1999, the
school was expanded to in-

HOW TO HELP
ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
“The last Catholic school on
the plains”
To Donate: Make check
payable to: St. Anthony
Catholic School. (On memo
line write: School Capital
Campaign) Mail to: 326 S.
Third St., Sterling, CO 80751
Pledge cards available online
at: www.saintanthonysschool.
org
Parish office: call 970-5226422
To contact Father Wedow directly: call 970-520-2427
Other campaign outreach: Parents and supporters are
mounting door to door and
telephone outreaches; business people are contacting colleagues, priests from other
parishes are asking their
parishioners to help; families
are appealing to out of state
friends and family to donate.
To join in any aspect of the
campaign, call the parish office
or contact Father Wedow directly at the numbers above.

clude seventh- and eighthgrades, “a labor of love by the
parishioners,” Skerjanec said.
“So it’s so important for people to know we’re trying to
build for our future,” he continued. “We have such wonderful
families, children and teachers
… it’s difficult to try to share
what’s important; there are so
many treasures to choose
from.”
Said Father Wedow: “It isn’t
just about academics or good
behavioral conduct, or being a
good citizen. It’s about living
one’s life for Christ and his
Church.”
“I hear it from other teachers
all the time—‘I know your St.
Anthony students,’ they say.
‘They are kind and courteous,
always eager to learn.’
The pastor added, “No (other) school can do what a
Catholic school can do.”

Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
the gift of motherhood—the
gift of the feminine genius!
Without it, we fail to appreciate the dignity and the potential and the gift of one another. Without the feminine genius, we easily lose sight of
our humanity. Without the
gift of women, we cannot really be pro-life.
Endow, the Gabriel Project
and many other apostolates
like them are truly prowoman—they understand the
dignity God has bestowed on
women. If we are formed to
appreciate that dignity, then
we will be truly pro-woman,
and truly pro-life.
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‘She’s so good for Colorado’: Missy Franklin rejoins her Regis Jesuit team
BY JULIE FILBY

Missy Franklin kicked off
her first local meet of the season much like she ended her
last one at the London
Olympics: with her hand on
her heart singing the National
Anthem.
OK, there were a few differences.
This time she wasn’t competing against the world’s
elite, in the most high-tech of
facilities, amid great international fanfare–and she didn’t
have a gold medal around her
neck. Still, the 17-year-old
simply couldn’t imagine not
swimming with her high
school team during her senior
year at Regis Jesuit in Aurora.
On Jan. 8, the five-time
Olympic medalist joined the
75 other girls that make up
the squad for a dual meet
against Highlands Ranch. It
was held in the unassuming
pool that sits in a bubble behind the school, crammed
with a few bleachers and covered with state title banners.
About 300 parents and classmates came to watch.
“One of the best parts about
staying amateur is I’m still
able to do things like this,”
Franklin said after the meet. “I
have given up so much for
that.”
Franklin chose to maintain
amateur status following her
Olympic success, forfeiting

PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

MISSY Franklin congratulates a competitor from the Highlands Ranch squad after winning the 500 freestyle with a
time of 4:57.71 during a dual meet Jan. 8 at Regis Jesuit
High School in Aurora.
millions of dollars in endorse“She’s so good for Colorado
ment deals, and committed to ... our athletes ... our swimswim at the University of Cali- mers,” he said. “She brings the
fornia Berkeley next year. Re- level of swimming up in Colcently she also decided to orado; that’s who Missy is, and
swim with Regis Jesuit this that’s what swimming and
season: a decision she didn’t high school sports are about:
take lightly.
working for your teammates
“I totally understand that and enjoying it.”
(some people) are concerned
She has given so much to
that I can take attention away, the school that has given so
and it’s totally true,” she said. much to her, he said.
“I feel so guilty whenever that
“Some of the girls have been
happens. ... I want to make the friends of hers since 10 or 11
sport better, definitely not years old, so she’s grown up
take away from it at all.”
swimming with them,” he
Regis Jesuit coach Nick said. “It just feels natural for
Frasersmith has heard noth- her to want to be a part of (the
ing but positive comments team).
since she made the decision.
Franklin agreed.

Archbishop to pray at theater reopening
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Denver Archbishop Samuel
Aquila will lead mourners in a
closing prayer at Century Aurora 16 theater Jan. 17 for an
event theater owners organized
as a “special evening of remembrance and reopening.”
“While it’s a solemn event, I
know the archbishop is committed to being there to serve
the community and serve all
of those impacted by it,” said
Father Matthew Book, secretary to the archbishop. “He
will be there as a shepherd
and a messenger.”
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper, Aurora Mayor Steve
Hogan, Aurora Community of
Faith chair Pastor Reid Hettich
and theater owners are also
expected to attend.
Cinemark, the theater’s parent company, invited mem-

Debate
From Page 2
patron, St. Thomas Aquinas.
Since then, the Great Debate’s
success has continued across
a broad range of topics.

bers of the community and
“especially those affected by
the tragedy of July 20” to attend its reopening where 12
were slain and 58 injured during a late night movie showing. The reopening is by invitation only.
In a letter to Cinemark CEO
Tim Warner, Hogan asked the
theater to be reopened.
“While no one will ever forget that day, it is now time to
look forward and plan for the
future,” he wrote Sept. 12,
2012. “We believe that we are
hearing, and indeed have
heard for some time, a collective wish and desire for the
theater to reopen.”
Its reopening is strongly supported in the community, Aurora officials reported, but
many affected by the massacre
expressed mixed emotions.
“The archbishop recognizes

how painful and difficult this
is and how no human actions
can adequately respond to the
sorrow of that tragedy, but he
will be there because God the
Father has given his Son as a
word and a light into every
tragedy,” Father Book said.
Cinemark invited victims
and their families to visit in
the days before its reopening.
The theater, renamed Century
Aurora theatre, underwent remodeling.
“We pledge to reconfigure
the space and make the theater better than ever,” Warner
wrote in a letter to Hogan.
The theater also invited the
public to free movies Jan. 18 to
Jan. 21. You must pick up tickets for the free showings at the
theater.
The reopening will take
place at the theater, 14300 E.
Alameda Ave., in Aurora.

“We hold these debates intentionally on St. Thomas
Aquinas’ feast day as our way
of celebrating his legacy of
scholasticism, academics and
dialogue,” Boettger said. “Often his arguments were dialectic in nature; we’re not

afraid of dialogue and discussion and debate. We want to
promote his sense of bringing
multiple views into one arena.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

“I’m so happy,” she said
flashing that familiar smile.
“The second I made the decision, I felt a hundred times
better, just being able to work
out with my friends and
spend time with them. You get
so close to a swim team because you go through so
much together.
“To be here with them, my
senior year, my last year at
Regis, means so much.”
Franklin handily won two individual events: 200 individual
medley and 500 freestyle; as
well as swam lead-off in two
winning relays: 200 and 400
free relays. On Jan. 15 she par-

ticipated in a dual meet against
Cherry Creek and Feb. 8-9 she
will compete in the 5A state
championships in Fort Collins.
Sixteen team members in all
have turned in state-qualifying
performances: 14 swimmers
and two divers.
“It was so awesome to come
back to my first high school
meet in what feels like forever,” Franklin gushed. “My Regis sisters are absolutely incredible.”

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.Twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax
303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice: celebrated by Archbishop Aquila at St.
Ignatius Loyola Church, 2301 York St., Denver.
Call 303-715-3165 for details.
Jan. 21: 8 a.m.
Memorial Mass: for the overturn of the Roe v.
Wade decision at St. Thomas More Parish,
8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Call 303-7701155 for details.
Jan. 22: 7 p.m.

Theology of the Body Course: at St. John the
Baptist Church, 323 Collyer St., Longmont.
The eight-session course will be held Wednesdays through March 20. Cost is $12.95 for a
study guide. Call 303-776-0737 ext. 117 or
email sandyg@johnthebaptist.org for details.
Starts Jan. 30: 6 p.m.-7:15 p.m.
Marriage Preparation Seminar: at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver. Seminars held Thursdays through Feb. 28.
Fulfills two of archdiocese’s requirements.
Cost is $180. To register, call 303-455-9090
or email coleman.colin@gmail.com.
Starts Feb. 7: 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Catholic Speed Dating: See listing in classified
section.
Respect Life Events: in memoriam of the 40th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade includes a Respect
Life Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. in Denver. March for Life Denver will be held at the
state Capitol, 200 East Colfax Ave. in Denver,
on the west side. The march will take place
afterward. Visit www.mfldenver.org for more
information. Then a memorial for those lost
to abortion will be held at the Lighthouse
Women’s Center, 3894 Olive St. in Denver.
Jan. 20: 10:30 a.m. Respect Life Mass
12:30 p.m. March for Life
3 p.m. memorial at Lighthouse
Ecumenical Prayer Service: at St. Elizabeth of
Hungary Church, 1060 St. Francis Way, Denver.
The vespers service will be held during the international Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Refreshments to follow. Visit stelizabeth
denver.org/christian-unity or call 303-5344014 for details.
Jan. 20: 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Movie Night: hosted by the St. Thomas More
Parish Singles group in the Padre Restaurant
at 8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. “Baseball,
Dennis & the French” starring radio host Dennis Prager will be played. Visit stmsingles.org
or call 303-770-1155 for details.
Jan. 26: 6:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Men’s Retreat: led by Msgr. Ken Leone and Fr.
John Lager at the YMCA of the Rockies, 2515
Tunnel Road, Estes Park. To view costs and
register, visit www.gatheringofmen.org or call
303-424-5075.
Jan. 25-27
Sixth Annual Great Debate: in building Cristol
Chemistry 140 at the University of Colorado
at Boulder, 2055 Regent Drive, Boulder.
Michael Winters and Rev. Robert Sirico will
debate “Can the Free Market Adequately Care
for the Poor?” Cost is $5; free for college
students. Visit www.thomascenter.org to purchase tickets.
Jan. 28: 7 p.m.

Life Skills Workshop: for engaged couples
preparing for marriage in the Spirit Center
West hall at Spirit of Christ Church, 7400 W.
80th Ave., Arvada. Fulfills the archdiocese’s
life skills requirement. Cost is $90. Call 303422-9173 ext. 117 for details.
Feb. 8: 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Feb. 9: 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

SCHOOL EVENTS
St. James School Open House: at 1250 Newport St., Denver. Call 303-333-8275 for details.
Jan. 27: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
St. Therese School Open House: at 1200 Kenton St., Aurora. Call 303-364-7494.
Jan. 27: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus School Open House: at
1317 Mapleton Ave., Boulder. Call 303-4472362 for details.
Jan. 24: 6 p.m.-7 p.m. for kindergarten
Jan. 27: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Jan. 31: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Magis Night Gala: to benefit Arrupe Jesuit
High School at the Sheraton Downtown Denver Hotel, 1550 Court Place, Denver. The night
begins with cocktails and a silent auction followed by dinner, a program and live auction.
Cost is $150 per person. Proceeds benefit the
students and the school’s programs. For information, visit www.arrupejesuit.com or call
303-455-7449 ext. 232.
Feb. 2: 5:30 p.m.
Mardi Gras Gala: to benefit Mullen High
School at the Grand Hyatt Denver, 1750 Welton St., Denver. Event includes dinner, live and
silent auctions and dancing. Cost is $125 per
person. Register by Feb. 1 at www.mullen
high.com. Contact echer@mullenhigh.com or
call 303-761-1764 ext. 3332 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.
Sts. Peter and Paul School Fundraiser: at the
Sons of Italy Lodge, 5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat
Ridge. The theme is "Carnevale di Venezia"
(Carnival of Venice) and will include silent and
live auctions, dinner and dancing. Cost is $60
per person. Call 303-424-0402 for details.
Feb. 9: 5:30 p.m.-midnight
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Report: Planned Parenthood abortion
numbers rise, other services fall
BY ADELAIDE DARLING

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNA/
EWTN News)—A Planned Parenthood report showing an
increase in abortions and decrease in other health services
is leading to questions over
the federal funding that the
organization receives.
“While government subsidies to Planned Parenthood
have reached an all-time high,”
Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the Susan B. Anthony
List said in a Jan. 7 statement,
“so too has the number of lives
ended by this profit-driven
abortion business.
“Destroying nearly 1 million
children in three years is not
health care and does not reflect a concern for vulnerable
women and girls,” she added.
“As Planned Parenthood’s
funding goes up, abortions increase and real health services
for women go down.”
The largest provider of
abortions in the United States,
Planned Parenthood faced
staunch opposition in 2012,
with several states working to
limit its funding and numerous lawsuits launched across
the country on charges of
fraud, extortion and failure to
report malpractice.
The organization recently
released its 2011-2012 annual
report, which showed a rise in
the number of abortions performed for the first time in
two decades, as well as a
record amount of government
funding.

The report indicated that
Planned Parenthood performed a record-high 333,964
abortions during 2011.
An analysis by the Susan B.
Anthony List, which works to
support pro-life lawmakers, asserts that, based on this report,
up to 92 percent of Planned
Parenthood’s pregnant clients
received abortions.
In contrast, the analysis observed, prenatal care patients
accounted for only 7 percent,
and adoption referrals were
less than 1 percent.
“For every adoption referral,
Planned Parenthood performed 145 abortions,” it said.
This rise in abortions was
coupled with a continued decrease in non-abortive services. Since 2009, the total number of contraceptive services
has dropped by 12 percent,
and cancer screening and prevention
services
have
dropped by 29 percent.
This dip in “preventative
services” was not for lack of
funding, as the organization
reported a record $542 million
in government grants, contracts and Medicaid reimbursements, totaling 45.2 percent of the group’s annual revenue.
“Planned Parenthood has
spent much of the last few
years demanding that taxpayers add millions more to their
coffers, citing their nonprofit
status and so-called focus on
women’s health,” stated Dannenfelser. “What have we received for our money?”

Furthermore,
observed
Charmaine Yoest, president
and CEO of Americans United
for Life, Planned Parenthood
is now “requiring every affiliate to operate at least one
clinic that performs abortions.”
“Planned Parenthood’s story in 2013 reveals an abortioncentered business model,” she
said. “The nation’s largest
abortion provider continues
to make ever-more money
from the suffering of women
and girls as the leader of Big
Abortion.”
This news, combined with
the ongoing controversies
surrounding the organization,
has led to legislative pushes to
end federal funding of the
abortion provider.
In a Jan. 8 press release, Rep.
Diane Black (R-Tenn.) asserted that “Planned Parenthood’s
blatant misuse of taxpayer
dollars to fund its big abortion
business is an attack on life
and women’s health.”
On Jan. 4, Black helped to
re-introduce legislation to
prohibit abortion providers
from receiving federal funds.
As a nurse for more than 40
years, she said that she is fully
dedicated to protecting life
and access to women’s health
services.
“It is long past time for Congress to respect the will of the
American people and stop
taxpayer funded abortions—a
heinous abuse of the law and
destruction of innocent life,”
she emphasized.

1 million in Paris march to defend marriage
PARIS
(CNA/EWTN
News)—Over 1 million people
reportedly took to the streets
in France on Jan. 13 in opposition to President Francois
Hollande’s “marriage for all”
proposal. Figures show between 1.3 and 1.5 million
protested against their president’s plans to pass same-sex
marriage, according Bruno
Dary, the former military gov-

ernor of the city of Paris.
Numbers from other media
outlets range from an estimated 340,000 to 800,000 attendees. Set to go before France’s
parliament Jan. 29, the draft
law proposes to redefine marriage as a union “contracted
between two persons of different sex or of the same sex.” “It
was a kind of a tsunami,” participant Catherine Vierling

said of Sunday’s demonstration. “There was a very strong
and powerful feeling of determination from everyone” said
Vierling, who was part of the
committee of the French
Abroad of La Manif pour Tous,
the event’s main organizer.
“There was a peaceful and joyful feeling combined with an
intense, strong power,” she
added.

Quiz

9. How is the question of evil in
the world answered?
A. by a full understanding of human and divine will
B. only the Christian faith in its
entirety can answer this question
C. by seeing evil as a privation of
a due good
D. through the juxtaposition of
our experiences of virtue and vice
E. NOTA

B. out of respect for the freedom
of his creatures and to derive
some ultimate good from it
C. to increase the length of confessional lines and make Lent relevant
D. so that Purgatory maintains a
healthy population and so there
might be rejoicing over each repentant sinner
E. NOTA

8. Which of these is not true of
man’s role in Divine Providence?
A. He is often an unconscious collaborator in carrying out God’s will.
B. He can freely enter into God’s
plan through his prayer and suffering.
C. Through free will, he becomes
the primary cause of the plan.
D. Man can become God’s fellow
worker for his kingdom.
E. NOTA

10. God permits moral evil for two
reasons:
A. to show our dependency on
God and to manifest his mercy

1. A, 2. C, 3. B, 4. C, 5. E (By God
aving willed its existence out of
nothing), 6. B, 7. A, 8. C, 9. B, 10. B
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