INDEX
Archbishop’s Column.......................2
The Catholic Difference..................4
Breaking Open the Word................4
Nun of the Above.............................5
World/Nation.....................................6
Vocations: FOCUS 11.......................10
Sacred Art: Creator Mundi............12
Bulletin Board...................................14

www.DenverCatholicRegister.org

INSIDE
YEAR OF FAITH
TESTIMONY

I

@DCRegister

112 Years of Service to the Gospel

Volume LXXXVIII – No. 35

Year of Faith opens in Denver and worldwide
BY JEAN TORKELSON
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Catholics in northern Colorado officially became pilgrims Thursday evening as the
Archdiocese of Denver joined
the Church worldwide to open
the Year of Faith, proclaimed by
Pope Benedict XVI as the time
to take the faith “into the
deserts of today’s world.”
Archbishop Samuel Aquila,
accompanied by a processional of more than 50 clergy, celebrated Mass for about 650 worshippers at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Denver. He
called on Christians to reject
the “temptations of pessimism,” and noted that each
person has a role to play in the
evangelization of a problemplagued world.
“Jesus has sent each and
every one of us into the world
today at this point in history,”
he said. “Every one of us here
has been willed by the Father to
live in these times, and we have
been given the challenge by the
Holy Father to proclaim Christ
… and the teachings of the
Church.”
Using Pope Benedict XVI’s
image of desert pilgrims, the
archbishop also had a special
announcement to make—the
granting of a plenary indulgence for “pilgrims in the Archdiocese of Denver; those who
visit and pray at a pilgrimage
site—pray the Our Father and
the Creed of our faith, and ask
for the prayers of the Blessed
Virgin and the site's patron.”
The archbishop read the list
of eight sites, located throughout the archdiocese, where the

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

AT THE OCT. 11 opening Mass for the Year of Faith held at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Archbishop
Samuel Aquila announced eight sites in the Denver Archdiocese
where the faithful can earn a plenary indulgence.
faithful may obtain the indulgence. (For a list of the sites, see
the accompanying box.)

Read the entire catechism in
the Year of Faith
Archbishop

Aquila

also

FALL BRIDAL

challenged the faithful, urging
them to set aside time each
day during the Year of Faith to
read the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. He directed
the faithful to the archdiocese’s website, archden.org,

for an outline on how to read
the entire catechism during
the Year of Faith.
“It is very simply reading
seven paragraphs a day out of
the catechism,” he said. “I encourage you to do that to renew your faith in Christ and in
the Church. And may our
hearts truly burn throughout
this year.”
In his homily prior to the announcement, the archbishop
had quoted the Holy Father as
referring to the heart “as the
most sacred place within the
human person.” Archbishop
Aquila urged all Catholics to
open their hearts for an encounter with Christ and to
“abandon ourselves to Christ,
each and every day.”
He also dedicated a good
deal of his homily to how
Catholics, in the Year of Faith,
should respond to the state of
the world—“a world and times
that are deeply challenged.”
He noted that the pope has
said the world situation has
only grown worse since the
opening of the Second Vatican
Council, exactly 50 years earlier, on Oct. 11, 1962.
“Instead of the Gospel being
brought into the world more
fully as the council desired, “
Archbishop Aquila said, “the
world has become only more
void and more empty. In (the
pope’s) words, ‘the void has
spread.’”

Two great temptations
“We can see that in our own
country and our own society,”
the archbishop continued,

See Faith, Page 7
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Abraham is the “father in faith” for Christians,
Jews and Muslims. He is our father in faith because
he trusted God even though he couldn’t see how
God was going to fulfill his promises of land, nation
and worldwide blessing. Though he and Sarah were
barren, Abraham believed that God would provide
a son. “Hoping against hope, he believed and thus
became the father of many nations” (Rom 4:18).
Above all, Abraham is our father in faith because he offered up his
son Isaac believing that “God was able to raise men even from the
dead” (Heb 11:19).
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US bishops, Denver Archdiocese challenge
Biden’s statements on HHS mandate
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Proclaim the hope of Christ
in the desert of contemporary life
More than we realize, landscapes shape the contours of
our souls. The plains of eastern Colorado condition us to understand the sheer magnitude of our world, and our own
smallness in the sight of God. The mountains of the Front
Range engender the same. I can still remember the first time
I stood on top of A Basin on a crystal clear day and could see
forever. My heart soared at the pure beauty of what I saw,
how I was nothing in comparison to the grandeur and immensity of what was before me. And I gave thanks to the Father realizing he had given me this as a gift.
No one understood the power of the landscape to shape
our souls more than Willa Cather, the American novelist of
the early 20th-century. Cather herself was molded by her experience of America’s Great Plains. “When I strike the open
plains, something happens," she wrote. "I'm home. I
breathe differently. That love of great spaces, of rolling open
country like the sea—it's the great passion of my life.”
Cather believed that deserts, especially, have a tremendous potential to shape their inhabitants. “The desert,” said
Willa Cather, is “a blinding stretch of yellow, flat as the sea in
dead calm, splotched here and there with deep purple shadows.” In Cather’s work, deserts are monotonous and imposing: they seem to defy reason, and overcome hope. For
Cather, the desert can drive a man to madness—rendering
his soul despairing, his reason blunted and undiscerning.
Pope Benedict XVI has written a lot about deserts lately.
Last week, as he opened the Year of Faith, the Holy Father
said that contemporary culture is experiencing a “spiritual
desertification.” We are living, he said, increasingly in “a
void … a life or a world without God.”
The consequences of our spiritual desertification are evident. Reason has too often given way to irrational sentimentality. The soul has abandoned grandeur. Hope is increasingly a distant memory.
Recently, I visited with a person without hope. As we discussed the great perils our nation faces, I remarked to him
that if we continue on the path of abandoning God, our society and civilization would fall. He said with a shrug, “I suppose all civilizations and societies fall at some time, let’s just
hope it is not during our life time.” In the desert of hopelessness and relativism, the future seems bleak.
And yet, the Holy Father is calling us into the desert of
contemporary life. He is inviting us to enter the void we face.
In fact, he has called the Year of Faith for that purpose.
“This,” he said last week, “is how we can picture the Year
of Faith: a pilgrimage in the deserts of today’s world, taking
with us only what is necessary: neither staff, nor bag, nor
bread, nor money, nor two tunics—as the Lord said to those
he was sending out on mission—but the Gospel and the
faith of the Church.”
Pope Benedict XVI believes that the hopelessness and relativism of our day can be overcome by the light of the
Gospel, the light of faith. “[I]n the desert people of faith are
needed who, with their own lives, point out the way to the
Promised Land and keep hope alive. Living faith opens the
heart to the grace of God which frees us from pessimism.” I
believe this too. Jesus Christ is our hope! He is the Living Water, the wellspring of new, eternal and fruitful life. The Holy
Father is inviting us to bring this water to the desert—this is
the call of the Year of Faith—this is the new evangelization.
To bring Christ to the desert of today’s world, we must
know him. We must commit ourselves to studying our faith,
and knowing it. All of us need to prayerfully read the Catechism of the Catholic Church to more deeply know our faith.
We must also know Christ through our prayer—our regular
and frequent attendance at Mass and eucharistic adoration,
the regular celebration of confession, and our meditation on
sacred Scripture. To live the Year of Faith, we must know the
content of our faith.
But knowing our faith is not enough. To proclaim it effectively, we must proclaim it with love. Like the disciples on
the road to Emmaus, our hearts must burn within us. Christ

See Aquila, Page 4

On Oct. 12, the day after the
vice presidential debate in
Danville, Ky., the U.S. bishops
and leaders of the Denver Archdiocese separately challenged
erroneous remarks made by
Vice President Joe Biden about
the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
contraceptive mandate’s effects
on Catholics.
“No religious institution—
Catholic or otherwise, including
Catholic social services, Georgetown Hospital, Mercy Hospital,
any hospital—none has to either refer contraception, none
has to pay for contraception,
none has to be a vehicle to get
contraception in any insurance
policy they provide,” Biden said
at the Oct. 11 debate, adding,
“That is a fact.”
“This is not a fact,” the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) said in a statement.
“The HHS mandate contains a
narrow, four-part exemption for
certain ‘religious employers.’
That exemption was made final
in February and does not extend to ‘Catholic social services,
Georgetown Hospital, Mercy
Hospital, any hospital,’ or any
other religious charity that of-

that the mandate does not impose a contraceptive imperative
on Catholic organizations and
business
owners.
Many
Catholic institutions, and thousands of small businesses run
by Catholics, face a crisis of conscience precisely because of the
obligation to finance unfettered
access to contraception for their
employees.
“If the government erodes individual and institutional liberty
to practice religion,” she added,
“people of all faiths are threatened, and the strength of the
Constitution is in peril.”
Jennifer Kraska, executive director of the Colorado Catholic
Conference, clarified that “as of
Aug. 1, the (Obama) administration’s contraceptive mandate
went into effect for most employers. This mandate requires
most health plans to cover sterilization and contraceptives, including drugs that can cause an
abortion, even when employers
and employees have moral or
religious objections.
“The mandate impinges upon the constitutional right of religious exercise,” Kraska said,
“which is at the heart of our
democratic society.”
For the USCCB’s full statement, visit usccb.org /news/
2012/12-163.cfm.

fers its services to all, regardless
of the faith of those served.
“HHS has proposed an additional ‘accommodation’ for religious organizations like these,
which HHS itself describes as
‘non-exempt,’” the bishops
continued. “That proposal does
not even potentially relieve
these organizations from the
obligation ‘to pay for contraception’ and ‘to be a vehicle to get
contraception.’ They will have
to serve as a vehicle, because
they will still be forced to provide their employees with
health coverage, and that coverage will still have to include sterilization, contraception, and
abortifacients. They will have to
pay for these things, because
the premiums that the organizations (and their employees)
are required to pay will still be
applied, along with other funds,
to cover the cost of these drugs
and surgeries.”
In a statement from the Denver Archdiocese, Communications Director Karna Swanson
described the mandate as “oppressively burdensome to the
Catholic Church and its members and a mitigation of constitutionally protected religious
liberty.
“It is a complete distortion of
the truth,” she said, “to assert

Hercules Industries receives leadership award
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This year’s recipient of
the Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput Leadership Award
at the Archbishop José H.

Gomez Awards Gala was
Hercules Industries. The
company has made a
courageous stand for reli-

gious liberty by pursuing a
lawsuit against the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-

See Hercules, Page 4
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From no faith to a mountain-top of meaning: Father John Nepil
BY ROXANNE KING

T h i s
story is the
first in a
Year
of
Faith series sharing testimonies of
Catholics
from all walks of life. See the
powerful related video of Father
John Nepil’s witness by scanning
the QR code above with your personal mobile device or watch it at
OneBillionStories.com.
SCREEN SHOT PROVIDED COURTESY ONEBILLIONSTORIES.COM

A fast-paced suburban life focused on success had left 17- FATHER JOHN NEPIL celebrates the Eucharist at the top of
year-old John Nepil burned out Quandary Peak, a 14-er near Breckenridge on Sept. 29.
and without faith when an enThe priest, he marveled, “left
“I owed my parents $500 and
counter with Christ changed his
$500 is what they paid for me to the 99 (sheep) and went after the
life.
It was July 14, 2001. The Little- go on the retreat,” he told the one.”
“(He) broke into my life and
ton High School junior’s parents Denver Catholic Register. “I hathad bribed him to attend a ed being on the retreat—every spoke the truth,” he told the RegSteubenville of the Rockies second of it—with all those Jesus ister. “I experienced the forgiveness of God and the beauty of it
freaks.”
youth retreat. He despised it.
Then something miraculous in confession. I saw the beauty
Since his freshman year he
and the goodness of (God’s)
had increasingly turned to alco- happened.
“I was actually walking away presence in eucharistic adorahol, drugs and sex to escape his
overactive life, which was aimed from the conference and he tion.
“That
day,
everything
at building a stand-out college came out after me. I didn’t know
application and included the him, I’d never seen him,” he told changed.”
The suffering teen had experipressures of playing multiple OneBillionStories.com, recalling
sports and instruments and the priest who played a pivotal enced God’s love, mercy and forstriving to earn top grades. He role in his conversion. “After giveness through the Church.
had gotten into trouble and end- about a three-hour conversa- No longer was Jesus Christ just a
historical religious figure—and
tion, he heard my confession.”
ed up at the retreat.

no longer was the Church simply an entity that dispensed “intellectual doctrine and moral
obligation” to oppress people,
but the instrument through
which he had encountered the
living Christ.
He had a revelation: “Jesus
Christ was the answer to the
question of my existence.”
“The most beautiful thing,” he
told the Register, “is to find
meaning in suffering and to find
purpose in the things of my life
that seem hopeless. The Cross is
the glory for the Christian and
death truly has been conquered.”
In the months following the
retreat he realized that he wanted to give his life to Christ and
serve him—so after graduation
he entered the seminary. He was
ordained to the priesthood in
May 2011 and now serves as
parochial vicar at St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Center in
Boulder, where he leads a group
of university students in pursuing the Catholic faith and outdoor adventures in the mountains.
“To this day (that youth retreat
priest) doesn’t know that that
was the definitive moment of
my life, July 14, 2001. He doesn’t
know that a year later I entered
seminary and am now a Catholic
priest,” Father Nepil told OneBillionStories.com, which filmed

him celebrating Mass Sept. 29 at
the top of Quandary Peak, a 14er near Breckenridge.
The compelling video, which
includes stunning views from
the summit of the 14,265-foot
mountain, was launched Oct.
11, opening day of the Year of
Faith called by Pope Benedict
XVI.
“With our Holy Father announcing a Year of Faith from
Oct. 11, 2012, to Nov. 24, 2013,
our video missionary team saw
the need to share a story that exemplifies the development from
a non-existent faith to a profound encounter with Catholicism,” explained Seth DeMoor,
founder and president of
OneBillionStories.com. “Father
John Nepil's 3-minute video certainly captures his ascent from
no faith to a mountain-top-faith,
filled with purpose and meaning.”
Today, the 29-year-old Father
Nepil likens the adventure he
seeks in the mountains to the
deeper spiritual adventure God
is always calling one to.
“Now, I exist for one purpose,”
he told the Register, “for the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ
and seeking ever more to conform my life to it.”
Roxanne King: 303-715-3215;
editor@archden.org; www.twi
tter.com/DCRegister

OPINION

The Soviet Union’s war against religion
BY FATHER DOUGLAS
GRANDON

In 1914, the Russian Orthodox Church had 117 million
members, 67 dioceses, 48,000
parish churches, 130 bishops
and 50,000 clergy. The church
ran 35,000 primary schools and
58 seminaries.
In November 1917, the communists nationalized Orthodox
churches, schools, seminaries,
monasteries, charitable institutions and bank accounts. Between 1918 and 1920, the Soviets murdered 28 bishops, imprisoned or killed thousands of
priests and slaughtered 12,000
Orthodox laymen.
In 1923, the communists initiated a frontal attack on the
Catholic Church. By the end of
the decade, the Catholic
Church in the USSR, for all
practical purposes, ceased to
exist.
In 1999, eight years after the
demise of Soviet communism, I
was asked to teach a two-week
preaching course in Moscow.
With trepidation, I agreed—and
departed, in January 2000, for
three weeks in Russia. My students were wonderful—and the
20-below-zero temperatures
and deep snow a tremendous
shock to my system!

On Saturday, after the first
week of classes, the school
arranged an outing to Izmalovsky Park, the location of a
huge flea market, several miles
outside of Moscow.
It was
amazing to see Russians buying
and selling—and just milling
about—in the subzero temperatures. At Izmalovsky Park, I discovered my first Soviet anti-religion propaganda posters.
In 1917, the critical issue facing the Bolsheviks was not simply the seizure of power, but,
more importantly, the redefinition of all social values in order
to create a new, atheistic “Soviet
man.” The Soviets quickly fashioned compelling new symbols,
such as the hammer and sickle,
the red star and the image of the
heroic worker. They used political posters, monuments, print
media and film to convey these
images to a broad audience.
Bolshevik leaders found visual propaganda the best means
of indoctrination due to the
Russian people’s familiarity
with religious icons—and their
low level of literacy. (Twenty
years before the 1917 Revolution, 83 percent of Russia’s majority rural population and
about 55 percent of the urban
population were illiterate!)
One of the first posters I pur-

THE SOVIET WAR
ON RELIGION
What: An exhibit of 40 posters
produced and distributed by
the Soviet government from
1917-1983 to eradicate Christianity. From the collection of
Father Douglas Grandon.
Where: basement, Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver
When: 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 19, 9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Oct. 20
Admission: free

chased was called “The Priest’s
Folk Dance.” It was printed in
1919 and represents a parody of
an Orthodox icon. In the center
(where a saint’s picture would
normally be found) is a fat
priest lying on an altar. Into receptacles in front of the altar,
poor peasants place their alms,
which drop down to a room below, where several fat priests enjoy a sumptuous dinner. Six
smaller pictures surround the
larger one: four depict the sinful
deeds of the fat priest; one, the
fat priest preaching to an empty
chapel; the last, a handsome
and svelte communist speaking

PHOTO BY ROXANNE KING/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

A RUSSIAN anti-Christian poster from 1965 announces “Death
Retreats Before Science.” The sketch depicts Christ’s resurrection of Lazarus and denounces it as myth. It goes on to say that
modern medicine is able to bring people back to life. The poster
was published by the Ministry of Health and placed in state-run
hospitals.
to a full hall. The message:
Priests are hypocrites and not to
be trusted.
Another poster is called
“Shepherd My Sheep.” It represents a side view of a religious
gathering, where an Orthodox
priest is preaching to sheep
dressed in human clothes.
Hanging from the ambo are
sheep sheers. The message:
Christians are like naíve sheep,
destined to be fleeced by their
shepherds.
Another early poster depicts
Lenin standing on top of the

world, broom in hand, sweeping away two kings—a capitalist
and (you guessed it!) a fat priest.
At the bottom of the poster are
the words, “Comrade Lenin
Cleans the World of Filth.”
I’ve returned to Russia several
times since that first visit in
2000, either to teach or to visit
missionary priest friends in
Vladivostok—and each time
I’ve purchased more posters.
They’re interesting as historical
items—and are becoming rarer
every year.

See Soviet, Page 7
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

October 21: 29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

GEORGE WEIGEL

CAMPAIGN 2012—
Economy and empowerment
his 1958 book, “Reflections on America”, the great French
Catholic philosopher Jacques Maritain (who took refuge in the
United States during World War II) claimed that Americans, for
all their commercial endeavors, “are the least materialist among
the modern peoples which have attained the industrial stage.”
Well, that was then, this is now, and it isn’t Jacques Maritain’s
America anymore. Still, there remains a link between moneymaking and idealism in these United States that is distinctive,
and perhaps even unique.
About which, 21st-century Americans can learn a useful lesson from President Calvin Coolidge, famously known (and pilloried) for the phrase “the business of America is business.”
Except that's not what Coolidge said, according to historian
Geoffrey Norman. What he said, which was much more interesting, was that “the chief business of the American people is
business": which is to say, most Americans are engaged in earning a living—a noble activity that confers real dignity on whoever undertakes it, no matter what their income. As for wealth,
consider Silent Cal’s remarks at the end of the same speech: “We
make no concealment of the fact that we want wealth, but there
are many other things that we want very much more. We want
peace and honor, and that charity which is so strong an element
in all of civilization. The chief ideal of the American people is
idealism. I cannot repeat too often that America is a nation of
idealists..."
And that, I suggest, is why Americans respond positively to
presidential aspirants who lift up a vision of American possibility—prosperity linked to creativity, responsibility and generosity—rather than candidates who play class-warfare politics, in
whatever partisan form.
A robust economy is not only an economic imperative; it is a
moral and cultural imperative.
A robust economy makes honorable work possible for all who
wish to be responsible for their own lives and the lives of their
loved ones. And work, according to Blessed John Paul II in the
1983 encyclical “Laborem Exercens,” is an expression of our participation in God’s sustaining "creation" of the world.
A robust economy makes possible the empowerment of the
underprivileged—the true “preferential option for the poor” in
Catholic social doctrine, according to John Paul's 1991 encyclical “Centesimus Annus”—even as it helps conserve public resources by making the resort to welfare less necessary.
A robust economy is essential in supporting one telling sign of
America’s enduring generosity and idealism: the remarkable
philanthropy of the American people. Americans, these days,
give some $300 billion a year to charitable organizations, including religious institutions that fund vast networks of education, health care, and social service serving people in real need.
There is simply nothing like this anywhere else in the western
world; if you doubt that, go to Europe or Canada, where the tradition of the benign, caretaker state (the contemporary version
of the benign, caretaker monarch) has severely eroded charitable instincts—meaning giving.
And if it be responded that Americans give money to charities
because it's advantageous to do so for income tax purposes,
well, let's be grateful that, in affording full deductibility to charitable giving, the tax code got something right.
The United States faces grave problems because of profligate
public spending, however well-intended, by both parties. Those
problems—which include the morally reprehensible habit of
loading mountains of unpayable debt onto the backs of future
generations—cannot be addressed without sustained economic growth that dramatically lowers the unemployment rate. And
that reduction is itself a moral imperative, given the toxic effects
of unemployment on the self-respect, dignity, and family life of
the unemployed.
John Paul II took Catholic social doctrine in a new direction
by teaching that, in the post-industrial world of the 21st century, Adam Smith’s “wealth of nations” resides, not so much in
stuff (as in natural resources or land) as in human creativity: in
ideas, skills, work-habits and entrepreneurial instincts. That insight seems worth remembering as Americans consider the
policies, and politicians, most likely to lead the country back to
prosperity and full employment.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 53:10-11
• Psalm 33:4-5, 18-22
• Hebrew 4:14-16
• Mark 10:35-45
Synopsis: The readings this
week focus on the servanthood of Christ. A man like us
in all respects, but without sin,
Jesus is the model of true
greatness. The first reading is
called the “fourth servant
song” of Isaiah. The suffering
servant is God’s chosen one:
the Messiah. Unlike David, the
great warrior-king who vanquished his enemies by the
sword, God’s servant-Messiah
will redeem his people by suffering for them and bearing
their guilt. But the fruit of his
redeeming sacrifice will not be
limited to the Jews alone.
Through his suffering, he “will
justify many.” In the second
reading, Christ is the great
high priest who has ascended
into heaven. But he is not so
high or distant that he can’t relate to us. As he promised, “I
am with you always even to
the close of the age” (Matt
28:28). Seated at the right
hand of God, he is able to

Aquila
From Page 2
is the Living Water and the
desert thirsts. We must bring
Christ in love—through our

Hercules
From Page 2
man Services contraception
mandate because it violates
their First Amendment rights.
The company has won an initial injunction against the
mandate. Some 320 people at-

“sympathize with our weaknesses” because he has taken
our humanity into heaven
with him. Therefore, we can
approach the “throne of grace”
with confidence because
Christ is both God and man:
fully human and fully divine.
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus explains the nature of power in
God’s kingdom. The disciples
were not that different from
us. Their idea of power was
based on what they knew.
They knew all about Caesar,
Pontius Pilate, Herod and other rulers who governed them.
But true greatness, Jesus explains, true power means the
ability to serve others, even to
the point of laying down one’s
life.
Key verse: “The Son of Man
did not come to be served but
to serve and to give his life as a
ransom for many” (Mark
10:45).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above
all in the ‘servant songs.’ These
songs proclaim the meaning
of Jesus’ passion and show
how he will pour out the Holy
Spirit to give life to the many:
not as an outsider, but by embracing our ‘form as slave.’
Taking our death upon himself, he can communicate to

us his own Spirit of life” (No.
713).
Pope Benedict XVI: “How often are the symbols of power,
borne by the great ones of this
world, an affront to truth, to justice and to the dignity of humanity! How many times are
the pomp and the lofty words
nothing but grandiose lies, a
parody of their solemn obligation to serve the common good.
Jesus, the true king, does not
reign through violence, but
through a love that suffers for us
and with us” (“The Way of the
Cross”).
Life application: What are the
symbols of power in our world
today? What kind of people does
society esteem and hold up as
examples of greatness? Celebrities? Sports figures? Politicians?
Billionaire tycoons? In God’s
kingdom it’s different. Humility,
patience, generosity, purity, selfcontrol and similar virtues are
what God values. Christ showed
us what true greatness is “by giving his life as a ransom for
many” and by doing so showed
us the path to follow.
James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

charity he is made present. If
we proclaim Christ without
charity, we have not proclaimed him. If we are charitable without Christ, we have not
loved.
The spiritual desert of today’s
world has shaped a people who

are without hope, or the assurance of truth. Christ is our
hope! He is our truth! In the Year
of Faith we are called to bring
Christ to the desert. Let us
know him, abide in him and
proclaim him with all that is
necessary—the Gospel.

tended the gala held Oct. 3 at
the Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel. Other honorees included Juan Esquivel of Carbondale, Pastoral Leadership
Award, and Jorge Camacho of
Denver, Social Justice Award.
Delio Tamayo of Aurora was
presented the Amistad (Friendship) Award. In the photo, from

left: Bishop James Conley,
Archbishop Samuel Aquila
and, at far right, Luis Soto pose
with Jim Newland, holding the
prize, and Andy Newland, who
accepted the Archbishop Chaput Leadership Award on behalf of their family business,
Hercules Industries.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 17: Gabriel House blessing, Our Lady of Fatima Church, Lakewood (2:30 p.m.)
Oct. 18: St. John Vianney Theological Seminary board of trustees meeting, JPII Center (3 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Oct. 17: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
Oct. 20: White Mass (8:30 a.m.) followed by the Gospel of Life Conference, Church of the Risen Christ, Denver
Oct. 21: Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 a.m.)
Oct. 22: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); Mass and lunch with seminarians, Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary, JPII Center (noon)
Oct. 23: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Rev. Antonio Flores, C.R., provincial, Theatine Fathers, Denver, Colo., is confirmed by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Rev. Lorenzo Uribe, C.R., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed
parochial vicar, Holy Family Parish, Fort Collins, Colo., effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

A quiz on the nature
of man and of God

openness to truth, his sense of
moral goodness and his longing
for happiness are all signs that
man has:

C. Union with God is all that can
fulfill man’s desire for happiness

A. a quest for recognition

E. NOTA

D. God has made man in his own
image and likeness.

B. physical limitations

BY PETER WESTHOFF
A quiz on Catholic things under
the patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one
question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None
of the Above.”
Many saints are celebrated in the
middle of October, including Nun
of the Above’s patroness, St.
Teresa of Avila, St. Luke the Evangelist and the North American
Martyrs. They are great examples
of those who have kept the faith
through the ages in distant lands
and in our homeland. Today’s
questions cover the nature of
man, the nature of God, proofs for
God’s existence and Divine Revelation (Catechism of the Catholic
Church Nos. 33-55).
If you had faith the size of a
mustard seed, you would say
this to a mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,
and it would obey you” (Luke
17:6).
1. Among other things, man’s

C. a spiritual soul

4. The proofs for God’s existence:

D. a guardian angel

A. can be accepted only by an act
of faith.

E. NOTA
2. Man finds neither his first
principle (his origin) nor his final
end (his ultimate purpose) within
himself, but rather in that he participates in:
A. being itself, which has neither
beginning nor end
B. the shared humanity of all
people
C. the cosmos and its ancillary
components
D. free elections and extra-curricular activities
E. NOTA
3. Which of these is not contained in this statement: “God is
Being itself (self-existent existence, without beginning or end
and is the first principle and final
end of all things)”?

B. can predispose one to faith in
divine revelation
C. go beyond the powers and capabilities of the human intellect
D. will convince everyone who
hears them
E. NOTA
5. Though God’s existence can be
known with certainty through
man’s reasoning about the created world, his disordered appetites,
the result of original sin, can
make it difficult to reason to a
personal God who providentially
guides the world and to reason to
those moral truths known as:
A. the infused virtues
B. the codex Juris Canonici
C. the precepts of the Church
D. the natural law
E. NOTA

A. God is eternal
B. God is the ultimate cause of
all things that exist

See Quiz, Page 6
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Church's joy more humble today than 50 years ago, pope reflects
VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—Pope Benedict believes that the Catholic Church
of 2012 possesses “a more
sober and humble joy” compared to the optimism that
marked the Second Vatican
Council’s opening 50 years ago.
“Over these 50 years we have
learned and experienced how
original sin exists and is translated, ever and anew, into individual sins which can also become structures of sin,” the
pope said during a candlelight
vigil in St. Peter’s Square to
mark the opening of the Year of
Faith Oct. 11.
“We have seen how weeds

are also always present in the
field of the Lord,” he added.
“We have seen how Peter’s net
also brings in bad fish.”
“We have seen how human
fragility is also present in the
Church, how the ship of the
Church is also sailing against a
counter wind and is threatened
by storms; and at times we
have thought that the Lord is
sleeping and has forgotten us.”
The evening procession and
vigil was organized by the lay
Catholic Action movement in
coordination with the Diocese
of Rome. Pope Benedict spoke
from the window of his study in
scenes deliberately reminiscent of the opening day of Second Vatican Council on Oct. 11,

PHOTO BY MATTHEW RAREY/CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

POPE BENEDICT XVI celebrates Mass Oct. 11 in St. Peter's Square for the opening of the 20122013 Year of Faith.
1962.
“On this day 50 years ago I
was in the square looking up at
this window where the Good
Pope, Blessed John XXIII, appeared and addressed us with
unforgettable words, words full
of poetry and goodness, words
from the heart,” he recalled.
As a young priest, the pontiff
had participated in the Second
Vatican Council as an academic adviser to Cardinal Joseph

Frings of Cologne.
He also remembered how
the happy and enthusiastic
crowds of 1962 were certain
that “a new springtime for the
Church was in the offing.”
“Today too we are happy. We
have joy in our hearts but I
would say it is perhaps a more
sober and humble joy,” Pope
Benedict said.
Over the past half-century,
he suggested, the Church has

repeatedly witnessed “how the
Lord does not forget us” but,
instead, has brought forth new
signs of life throughout the
Church that “illuminate the
world and give us a guarantee
of God’s goodness.”
“In closing I make bold to
echo the unforgettable words
of Pope John: 'Go to your
homes, give your children a
kiss and say it is from the
pope.'”

Quiz

A. the Old Testament

through his divine plan, or divine
pedagogy. How has he done this?

From Page 5

C. the perfections of creatures

6. In speaking about God, this
would be a starting point applicable to all:

D. heaven and hell

B. the New Testament

E. NOTA
7. St. Thomas Aquinas says that
we cannot grasp what God is, but
only what he is not. Which of
these is an example of this?
A. God is eternal = God has no
beginning
B. God is patient = God will keep
offering us grace
C. God is omniscient = God
knows the future
D. God is ubiquitous = God dwells
within the heart of man
E. NOTA

A. He used his power to shock
and awe.
B. He made himself known privately to each person.
C. He manifested everything
through prophets.
D. He revealed himself gradually,
with the culmination found in Jesus Christ.
E. NOTA
10. The catechism tells us that
God provides constant evidence
of himself in created realities, but
he also invited “our first parents”
to intimate communication with
himself and clothed them with
grace. Who is being referred to as
“our first parents”?
A. Noah and his wife

8. Man can come to know God
with certainty through natural
reason, but there is another order
of knowledge that man cannot
acquire by reason:

D. It is a generic reference to
each person’s parents

A. divine revelation

E. NOTA

B. Abraham and Sarah
C. Mary and Joseph

B. anthropology
C. comparative religious studies
E. NOTA

Answers: 1. C, 2. A, 3. D, 4. B, 5.
D, 6. C, 7. A, 8. A, 9. D, 10. E
(Adam and Eve)

BY DAVID KERR

9. God has communicated himself to us in salvation history

Next week’s quiz covers No. 5673.

D. the fine arts
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Faith
From Page 1
and he identified “two great temptations of pessimism” that are active in
the world.
One temptation, common to believers, is exemplified by the response, “I
believe, but I don’t want to impose my
faith on others.” Another variation is
the notion that “the world is going to
hell in a hand-basket, so hunker
down” and just get by.
He said the other “great temptation”
is the pessimism of atheism, “a total
lack of belief in God,” which creates
societies, from ancient times to 20thcentury Nazism and communism,
which are destined to fail.
In either case, the archbishop said,
pessimists “do not have hope for the
world and do not believe Jesus is the
hope and answer to every human
problem.”
He recounted a recent conversation
with someone who said, “Archbishop,
you know as well as I do that one day
our society and our government will
fall; let’s hope it’s not in our lifetime.”
“I was stunned,” the archbishop
said. “What does that say about our
children and about our faith? It points
to a void that is there.”
Instead, the true Christian response
is to take the faith into the world with
enthusiasm, as pilgrims on a Year of
Faith.
“Proclaim boldly that Jesus is Lord,”
the archbishop urged. “Only in that
proclamation, and by inviting others
to come to know the joy in believing
and encountering Jesus, is the only
true happiness and hope for the
world.”

Soviet
From Page 3
But there’s another reason I find them
so fascinating. You see, for 73 years the
USSR applied its vast police powers and
material resources to the utter destruction of the Christian church. The communists came close to succeeding, but,
in the end, they failed. They failed because the gates of hell cannot prevail
against the Church.
When I ponder the present situation in
our country—where radical secularism
is on the rise, where prominent politicians attack free enterprise and denigrate

HOW TO EARN THE YEAR
OF FAITH INDULGENCE
Catholics who visit Year of Faith pilgrimage sites, or attend Year of Faith events
can receive a special indulgence, a remission of the temporal punishment due
for sins that have been forgiven. The
conditions for the plenary indulgence are
the typical requirements for all indulgences: that the person goes to confession, receives the Eucharist and prays
for the intentions of the pope. The homebound may also earn the indulgence and
it may be granted on behalf of the departed. To earn the indulgence, one
must: participate in a liturgy or in prayer
or pious meditations, concluding with the
recitation of the Our Father, the Creed,
and offer invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

PILGRIMAGE SITES
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver
Our Lady of Loreto, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield
St. Francis of Assisi, 3791 Pike Road,
Longmont
St. Helena, 917 W. Seventh Ave., Fort Morgan
Spirit of Christ, 7400 W. 80th Ave., Arvada
St. Michael, 678 School St., Craig
Our Lady of Peace, 89 Smith Ranch Road,
Silverthorne
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini
Blvd., Golden

the wealthy, and where our religious freedom is under attack—I hear echoes of
life in Russia just prior to the revolution.
The message of the Soviet anti-religion
posters is this: We must be very careful;
freedom can quite easily be lost. As Pearl
S. Buck wrote after witnessing China’s
loss of freedom, “When good people in
any country cease their vigilance and
struggle, then evil men prevail.”
Father Douglas Grandon is parochial
vicar at St. Thomas More Church in Centennial and serves on the board of Mary
Mother of God Mission to the Russian Far
East.
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Social media: the ‘something
new’ in today’s weddings

CNS PHOTO

TECHNOLOGY’S ROLE in today’s weddings ranges from the first day a couple
announces their engagement on Facebook to blog posts about their honeymoon
and everything in between such as online sites for wedding vendors and apps
for wedding hairstyles, dresses and budget calculators.
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Modern brides
and grooms might have a hard time balancing the adage that they need “something old, something new” at their weddings since the new is at every corner.
What’s new—and getting newer by the
minute—is technology’s role in today’s
weddings from the first day a couple announces their engagement on Facebook
to blog posts about their honeymoon and
everything in between such as online sites
for wedding vendors and apps for wedding hairstyles, dresses and budget calculators. Social media sites also allow members of the wedding party to “meet” prior
to the big day while Twitter or live video
streaming allows guests who couldn’t
make the ceremony to follow along.
For Catholic couples, the Internet is also a source for online marriage preparation programs and the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ website foryourmar
riage.org provides advice not only for the
wedding day but for married life.
Wedding sites such as theknot.com offer engaged couples advice about how to
navigate the myriad of new technological
tools on the Emily Post Institute spells out
some wedding etiquette technology rules
on its website, emilypost.com.
This is all relatively new territory and
certainly was never anticipated in 1922
when Emily Post wrote: “Etiquette in Society, in Business, in Politics and at Home.”
Today the etiquette go-to site acknowledges that many engaged couples use
wedding websites, often called “wedsites” to post photos, information on travel and lodging for the wedding, updates,
electronic RSVP options and links to store
gift registries.
It doesn’t frown on these sites; it just advises couples to use them with discretion
and not post too much information on
them.
As far as emails go, the site emphatically emphasizes that invitations and thank
you notes can never, ever, be sent electronically. It stipulates that emails can be
used for “save the date” notices, wedding
invitation replies, announcements to uninvited friends and family, invitations to
pre-wedding get-togethers and lodging

information.
In emails, just as with wedding websites, the Emily Post folks once again
stress the need for discretion. The site says
couples may send wedding updates
through emails but urges them not to
“flood the in-boxes” of their guest list with
regular updates and not to share “overly
personal details.”
To manage social media at weddings
before it becomes akin to an unruly wedding crasher, wedding websites offer the
following tips:
— Wedding guests and certainly the
bride and groom need to stay offline during the ceremony.
— To limit the number of updates right
after the ceremony or during the reception, appoint an official “tweeter” or one
or more “Tweet of Honor” so everyone isn’t preoccupied with sending wedding
updates.
— Do away with disposable cameras
and set up a shared online photo account
such as Flickr so guests can upload photos they take.
— Don’t post a photo of the bride until
she posts one—which falls under the category of this is the couple’s day, not the
guests’.
Technology’s place in the modern wedding is clearly not leaving. According to a
“What’s on Brides’ Minds” by David’s
Bridal, a wedding gown retailer, nearly
half of today’s brides update their Facebook account with new name or relationship status within a day of taking their
vows.
And 44 percent of brides are interested
in doing whatever it takes to get their 15
minutes of YouTube fame, such as a choreographed dance down the aisle or first
dance.
At Catholic weddings, bridal parties
walking or even dancing down the aisle to
popular music, just isn’t going to happen.
Father Joseph Gagnon, a senior priest
in the Archdiocese of Detroit, who has officiated hundreds of weddings, stressed
that marriage, just like any sacrament, is
in large part “communication at its heart.”
That communication—without any
flashy updates—might be just what couples need for the “something old” balance.
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Byzantine Catholic wedding rich
with ancient symbolism

PHOTO PROVIDED

JOSEPH AND FRANCESCA O’LOUGHLIN share a laugh during their wedding,
or Holy Mystery of Crowning, Aug. 11 at St. Joseph Church in Fort Collins. Byzantine Father Michael O’Loughlin celebrated the wedding that combined Byzantine
and Roman-rite traditions.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

With their heads crowned in the name
of the Trinity, the young bride and tall
groom took their first steps as man and
wife around an altar to the angelic
sound of a hymn.
It was one of several parts in their
Byzantine Catholic marriage ceremony.
Francesca and Joseph O’Loughlin—
although neither are of Eastern European descent—vowed to give their lives
to each other in the traditional Eastern
Catholic wedding, or Holy Mystery of
Crowning, Aug. 11 at St. Joseph Church
in Fort Collins.
The crowning was a combination of
the bride and groom’s Byzantine traditions and Roman rite wedding traditions.
“The reverence and holiness in which
the Divine Liturgy (Mass) was done was
really amazing and heartwarming,”
Joseph O'Loughlin said. “I could not
have imagined it going better.”
The groom’s brother, Byzantine Father
Michael O’Loughlin, celebrated the ceremony with Roman rite priests Father
Steven Voss and Father Tim Hjelstrom.
In his homily, Father O’Loughlin discussed the meaning of the crowns used
in the wedding.
“When you received the crowns on
your head, Christ gave you the sacrament of matrimony,” said Father
O’Loughlin, pastor at Holy Protection of
the Mother of God Byzantine Catholic
Church in Denver. “Each of you have received what the other one has emptied
… just like the Trinity.”
The circular crowns of red flowers and
green leaves were connected by a ribbon
and placed on the heads of the bride and
groom. Then Father O’Loughlin took
part of his stole and joined their right
hands by wrapping them.
To what is called the “Dance of Isaiah,”
he led the bride and groom around a
small altar called a tetrapod, holding a
cross before them. The maid of honor
and best man followed behind to sym-

bolize the community’s support of the
couple in their life’s journey.
They circled the altar three times,
symbolizing the Trinity. In the center
was the Gospel, to remind the couple
that in hard times they should turn to it
to find peace.
Having received the crowns, their
marriage was sealed.
Father O’Loughlin sang a prayer: “May
the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit … bless you and grant you a long
life, good children, advancement in life
and in faith, fill you with an abundance
of all good things of the earth, and deem
you worthy of receiving the promised
blessings through the prayers of the
Mother of God and the saints. Amen.”
The congregation watched the nearly
two-hour ceremony and sang ancient
prayers with the choir.
Father O’Loughlin explained the significance of parts of the wedding and Divine Liturgy.
The crowns are of particular significance because of their symbolism for
God’s call to martyrdom in marriage, he
said.
“Don’t let those crowns be a joke,” he
told the bride and groom, explaining
that they symbolize the couple’s dying to
themselves for the sake of each other.
They are the most expressive part of
the marriage, he said. They are the
crowns of royalty, symbolizing their status as kings and queens of a new society—a new family; crowns of martyrdom,
signs that they have died to themselves
to live for each other and their future
family; and crowns of the kingdom, foreshadowing union with God and each
other in heaven.
After the couple exchanged rings and
vowed faithfulness until death, and the
Divine Liturgy was concluded, the couple kissed and left the church glowing,
hand in hand.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.
lapoint@archden.org; www.twitter.com/
DCRegisterNissa
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Students explore holy orders, consecrated life at FOCUS 11
BY NISSA LAPOINT

At Holy Trinity Parish last
week, habited nuns, Romancollared priests and other religious shared God’s special vocational call in their lives to a
stream of wide-eyed and excited youths.
“We hope they will see the
beauty of priestly and religious
life and if that’s God’s will (for
them),” said Sister Faustina
Deppe, O.C.D., who talked to

students about her vocation to
the Carmelite Sisters of the
Most Sacred Heart of Los Angeles.
Some 120 high school students and nearly 1,000 grade
school students were part of an
annual retreat to increase their
awareness of religious vocations and to consider the possibility of God’s call to holy orders
or consecrated life. Students
age 11 and in the sixth grade
and age 17 and in the 11th grade

participated in the seventh year
of the retreat called FOCUS 11,
held at Holy Trinity Parish in
Westminster Oct. 8-10. The high
school students and grade
school students attended on
different days.
During an age when many
students are pondering their future, the retreat was organized
to educate them about vocations through testimonies, exhibits, hand-outs, talks and
Mass.
FOCUS 11 is based on a study
that youths are most open to
the idea of a vocation when
they’re 11 years old and 17 years
old. Father Jim Crisman, director of the archdiocese’s Office of
Priestly Vocations, which sponsored the event, said the intent
is to encourage understanding
and respect for vocations.
“I hope the kids walk away
with an understanding that
God has a special and particular
vocation for each one of them,”
he said.
On the Oct. 10 retreat for
sixth-graders, the day began
with Mass celebrated by Denver
Archbishop Samuel Aquila. Students broke into groups; one
listened to two priests and two
nuns share their journey in discovering God’s call.
“I did not want be a religious.
I wanted 10 kids,” said Sister
Joseph Maureen, l.s.p., recalling
when she was a child. “But God
gave me a love for the elderly
that was real, and I couldn’t stop
loving them. Through them,
(Christ) drew me to himself.”
Sister Joseph Maureen, a Little Sister of the Poor who cares
for the elderly poor at Mullen
Home for the Aged in northwest
Denver, gave a presentation
with Sister Magdalit Bolduc of
the Community of the Beatitudes, Father Tat-Hong Hoang,
C.Ss.R., and Byzantine Father
Michael O’Loughlin of Holy
Protection of the Mother of God

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

SIXTH-GRADERS SHAKE hands with Denver Archbishop
Samuel Aquila after Mass Oct. 10 at Holy Trinity Church in
Westminster. Nearly 1,000 sixth-grade students and 120 11thgrade students attended to explore holy orders and consecrated life during an annual FOCUS 11 retreat.
Church.
Meanwhile, other students
visited with religious who
manned booths in the gym.
Sister Veronica Marie, O.P.,
who teaches religion at St. Vincent de Paul School in Denver,
talked about life as a nun with
the Dominican Sisters of the
Congregation of Nashville,
Tenn.
“We live in community and
that’s a great joy in our life,” Sister Veronica Marie said.
Some students said they
learned from the experience.
“I never knew there were so
many career opportunities in
just being Catholic,” said Nicole
Taro, a sixth-grader at Good
Shepherd School in Denver.
Later, the students sang and
danced with church musician
Phil Perez who played “Lean on
Me” before Sister Faustina discussed vocations and the vows of
poverty, obedience and chastity.
“A vocation is who you are
and how you’re in relationship
with other people,” she explained to the students. “As religious, our job is to make Jesus’
life present in the world.”
In the cafeteria, volunteers

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
The Denver Archdiocese’s
Office of Priestly Vocations:
Online: www.priest4christ.com
Call: 303-282-3429
Office of Consecrated Life
Online: www.archden.org/
vocations
Call: 303-343-2095

with the Serra Club took photos
of children who peeked through
wooden cut-out images of
priests and nuns. The Knights of
Columbus also volunteered at
the retreat.
Teachers said students’ response was encouraging.
Dee Taylor of Our Lady of Fatima School in Lakewood said,
“I think they’re becoming aware
there are different paths our
Lord chooses for us.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

Stewardship Center houses vital food bank

PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

JEFF DICKHAUT, in baseball cap, chats with volunteers Oct. 10
while browsing at the food bank housed in Immaculate Heart of
Mary’s new Stewardship Center at 11426 Pearl St. in Northglenn.
BY JULIE FILBY
rows in the “bread room” at Immaculate Heart of Mary
On the morning of Oct. 10, Jeff Church’s food bank. The food
Dickhaut browsed through the bank opened in its new location
rolls, bagels and baked goods at 11426 Pearl St. just the week
that were organized into neat before, after being housed in the

Northglenn church for many
years.
Dickhaut, a father of four, relies on the food bank to supplement his family’s needs. The former roofer and truck driver has
been unable to work since sustaining injuries when he fell off a
roof while helping out after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
“We’re out of jobs at home,”
said Dickhaut who lives a few
blocks away. “So we’re out of
food, too.”
Though it’s called the “bread
room,” his shopping cart is filled
with not only bread and bakery
items, but milk, meat and produce as well.
“Jeff, do you need some toothpaste?” asked his mother De-

See Stewardship, Page 11
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Stewardship
From Page 10
lores when she noticed the bins filled with
toothpaste, shampoo and other household items.
The two finished their selections and
headed out with several bags of food to
help get through the week.
“The Catholic Church has always
helped us out greatly,” Dickhaut said.
“This is really a nice place.”
The new 5,000-square-foot Stewardship Center, which houses the food bank,
is located about a block and a half northeast of the church that sits at 11385 Grant
Drive.
“Our Stewardship Center is one beautiful way where we can see, very visibly, that
the ‘stewardship of life’ is an incredible
and exciting way to live,” according to
pastor Father Greg Ames.
It continues the longstanding tradition
of Immaculate Heart of Mary’s food bank
ministry, which began in 1976.
“We were bursting at the seams,” said
Melani Rohr, director of outreach, who
manages its operations, along with a
team of 300 volunteers. “We were serving
350 to 400 clients a month in the church,
and that number could grow.”
According to 2010 census data, about
12 percent of Northglenn residents live in
poverty.
“The need in this community is so
great; it’s eye-opening to see how many
people are struggling,” she said. “Many of
our clients don’t have transportation …
they’re within walking distance. They
can’t get to other food banks.”
The IHM food bank covers a geographic range from Interstate 25 to Quebec

Street, and 104th Avenue to 160th Avenue;
and is open to registered parishioners. All
are welcome regardless of religion or ethnicity, and no proof of income is required.
Hours are every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The team of volunteers also provides
job resources, referrals for services such
as shelter and financial assistance, and
when needed: a listening ear.
“Sometimes people just need to talk …
they’re out of work, they’re humiliated,”
said Rohr. “The love of our volunteers is
amazing; they give so much to the
clients.”
It was one of those dedicated volunteers—who chose to remain anonymous—who researched, purchased and
began renovating the building last April.
While in the process of refurbishing the
former child care center, the generous
donor decided to gift the building to the
parish.
“(It is) truly a powerful sign of stewardship,” said Father Ames. “Although they
have requested to remain anonymous, I
am hopeful that they know what a beautiful gift they have given our parish family.”
In addition to housing the food bank,
the center—complete with shower facilities, a full kitchen and a fenced-in backyard—will house homeless families several times a year through the Growing
Home program; and it will be used for
parish events, meetings, wedding receptions, parties and other gatherings. For
more information, call 303-452-2041, ext.
118.
JulieFilby:303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegisterJulie
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SACRED ART

Art gallery marks 25 years, new doctor of Church with exhibit
BY JULIE FILBY

Though growing up in
Cologne, Germany, during a period when the city was bombed
repeatedly during World War II—
the first time when she was only
6 months old—Hildegard Letbetter’s 72 years have been filled
with unexpected blessings and
beauty.
Letbetter studied at the University of Cologne at the same
time Professor Joseph Ratzinger,
now Pope Benedict XVI, was
teaching 20 miles south in Bonn.
During her senior year, she just
happened to be in Rome at the
start of the Second Vatican Council, and stood 2 feet from Pope
John XXIII while he preached.
She fulfilled a lifelong dream of

coming to America, immigrating
to the United States in the 1960s
with the help of family friends.
Once here, she married and had
three daughters. Then one day in
1997, she drove by a retail space
in Cherry Creek North that she
had had her eye on—and suddenly it had a “For Rent” sign in
the window.
That space, 2910 E. Third Ave.,
became home to Creator Mundi
(“Creator of the World”), a sacred
art gallery she had founded 10
years earlier in her home.
“I call it my contribution to my
new home,” she said of the distinctive gallery that serves as a
source of inspiration for the
faithful, and a welcoming center
of evangelization for passers-by.
“We want to make a difference
in our culture,” she said.
As the gallery celebrates 25
years, Letbetter, a parishioner of
Most Precious Blood Church in
Denver, sat down with the Denver Catholic Register to share
some of her experiences and her
devotion to her patron saint,
Hildegard of Bingen. St. Hildegard, a Benedictine nun who
lived in medieval Germany, was
elevated to doctor of the Church
Oct. 7 by Pope Benedict—also a
native of Germany.

Faith and beauty
Though there was “not much
to eat or drink” while growing up

CREATOR
MUNDI GALLERY
What: Sacred art and gifts
Where: 2910 E. Third Ave., Denver (Cherry Creek North)
Phone: 303-322-1901
Website:
www.creatormundi.com
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FOUNDER AND OWNER of Creator Mundi, Hildegard Letbetter,
poses with sacred art in the gallery located in Denver’s Cherry
Creek North shopping district.
in the rubble of Cologne, Letbetter’s mother Anna Kleff helped
instill in her a love for beauty and
“anything good.”
“For her beauty was something very good,” said Letbetter
serenely, with a soft-spoken German accent. “She was very particular about her environment
even though means were limited.
“Her life was a celebration.”
Letbetter has that same eye for
beauty, and for 25 years has been
selecting beautiful works of sacred art for the gallery.
After arriving in the United
States, she became aware of the
limited availability of quality sacred art that she had “treasured
so much in Germany.” During
visits back, she began to gather
pieces from monasteries and
artists she had visited when she
was young.
This collection led to the
founding of Precious Gifts in her
home in 1987. Later renamed
Creator Mundi, she moved the
gallery to Main Street in Littleton
for five years, before settling in
the current location.
Creator Mundi serves individual and institutional clients, offering unique collections from
some 75 artists, including bronze

art from Germany, carved wood
statuary from France, nativities
from Lithuania, and original
works from the United States.
Several of the European studios
are connected with monasteries.
“Our mission and ministry is
to provide sacred symbols bespeaking the abundance of faith,
and the stories, parables and
transforming power of religion,”
she said. “We focus on symbols,
literature and music that are biblically based and of the finest
artistic quality.”
She strives to provide art that
“speaks to people.”
“I try to carry artists who ‘walk
the talk’… who have a faith life,”
she said. “I look for a marriage
between good art and good theology.”

Devotion to St. Hildegard
Letbetter was named for
Hildegard of Bingen who was
very popular among the people
of Germany.
“Her reputation was she was a
very kind, loving person,” she
said. “She had outreach to everybody especially the poor and
people in need.”
Described as “an authentic
teacher of theology and a profound scholar of natural science

Special exhibit: “Hildegard’s
Journey Through the Senses: A
Traveling Exhibit”
When: Now through Oct. 20,
during business hours

and music” by Pope Benedict
earlier this year, the saint was
known to be well educated and
multi-talented.
“She was good at many, many
things,” said Letbetter, an avid
reader of theology, faith traditions and meditation. “And that is
a blessing that came with the
name.”
When asked about Hildegard’s
elevation to doctor of the
Church, Letbetter’s enthusiasm
was clear: “It’s about time!”
“I think (Pope Benedict) is in
love with Hildegard and the harvest of her life,” she said, adding
that it’s a wonderful affirmation
for women. St. Hildegard is the
fourth woman doctor of the
Church, after St. Teresa of Avila,
St. Catherine of Siena and St.
Thérèse of Lisieux.
Now through Oct. 20, the
gallery is hosting “Hildegard’s
Journey Through the Senses: A
Traveling Exhibit.” It features the
saint’s own designs and images,
as well as statuary and bronze
plaques. All are welcome.
Julie Filby:303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

CHILD ABUSE HOT LINE NUMBERS
The Archdiocese of Denver takes allegations of sexual abuse of children very seriously and is committed to addressing each allegation with compassion and respect for all involved.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to the Archdiocese of Denver, contact the
director of Child and Youth Protection at 303-715-3226.
To report an allegation of sexual abuse involving a child to civil authorities, use the appropriate child
abuse hotline numbers. In addition to the referenced numbers below, reports also may be made to
the local law enforcement agency.
Adams County
303-412-5212

Eagle County
970-328-8840

Larimer County
970-498-6990

Rio Blanco County
970-878-5011

Arapahoe County
303-636-1750

Garfield County
970-945-9193

Logan County
970-522-2194

Routt County
970-879-1540

Boulder County
303-441-1000
303-441-4444 (After
hours/weekends and
holidays)

Gilpin County
303-582-5444

Moffatt County
970-824-8282

Sedgwick County
970-474-3397

Grand County
970-725-3331

Morgan County
970-542-3530,
Ext. 1529

Summit County
970-668-4100

Broomfield County
720-887-2271
Clear Creek County
303-679-2365
Denver County
720-944-3000

Jackson County
970-723-4750
Jefferson County
303-271-4131 or
303-271-4357

Phillips County
970-854-2280
Pitkin County
970-927-1611
(press 2)

Washington County
970-345-2238
Weld County
970-352-1551,
Ext. 6214
Yuma County
970-332-4877
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October each year is recognized as Respect Life Month. To raise awareness of pro-life ministries and businesses in the archdiocese,
the Denver Catholic Register is publishing a list of resources each week whose servicesrespect the sanctity of life from conception through natural death.
To include your pro-life ministry or business in this weekly listing, call 303-715-3212 or email linda.engel@archden.org.

Gabriel House of the
Archdiocese of Denver
Alternatives
Pregnancy Center
Six Metro Denver Locations plus
Mobile Testing Clinic
24-Hour Helpline 303-295-2288
www.YouHaveAlternatives.org
Alternatives Pregnancy Center exists to care
for Denver-area women and men in pregnancy
related crises and offer them a meaningful alternative to abortion. Following the example of
Christian love, we seek to meet emotional,
physical and spiritual needs, enabling and encouraging women and men to choose life every
day. We provide a 24-Hour Helpline, pregnancy
tests, ultrasound services, confidential consultation, STD testing and treatment, adoption education, pre- and post-natal medical care referrals, financial and legal referrals, post-abortion
counseling, success development curriculum
and abstinence education. All services are provided free of charge.

Edwin T. Anselmi M.D.
Family Medicine with Obstetrics
720-344-2680
7920 S. University Blvd. #100
Centennial CO 80122
Personalized “culture of life” primary care for
people of all ages. Discounts/reasonable
prices for the uninsured.

303-377-1577
www.gabrielhousedenver.org
Denver: 1341 Oneida Street
Hours: Wed. & Fri. 9a.m.–3p.m.
Boulder: 2885 Aurora Avenue #36
Hours: Tues. 9a.m.-3p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-1p.m.
Aurora: 13101 E. Mississippi Avenue #280
Hours: Tues. 9a.m.-1p.m., Sat. 9a.m.-3p.m.
Lakewood: Our Lady of Fatima Parish
Hours: Opening in October 2012
Gabriel House is a ministry of the
Archdiocese of Denver which reaches out to
women and children in need. Women are provided emotional, spiritual and material support. The Gabriel House supplies diapers, toiletries, clothes and food for children newborn
to six.

Real Choices Pregnancy
Care Center
Lafayette 303-665-2341
Boulder 303-494-3282
On Campus at CU 303-492-8778
www.realchoicespcc.org
Here to help before, during and after unexpected pregnancies. All services free and confidential.

Lighthouse Women’s Center

Invest In Good Faith, LLC
303-792-5111, 866-792-5111
300 Plaza Dr. Ste 195
Highlands Ranch CO 80129
Jim@InvestInGoodFaith.com
www.InvestInGoodFaith.com
Our mission is to enlighten our fellow Catholics
to the issue of being unwitting participants in
funding organizations and activities that violate the core values and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church through their ownership
of individual stocks or mutual funds that accommodate abortion, pornography, anti-family
entertainment and non-marital or alternative
lifestyles. We bring to the table the experience
and resources to reallocate your existing portfolio or construct new portfolios that are in
harmony with your beliefs. Please contact us
today for a complimentary screening of your
investment portfolio to determine if your investments are enhancing or undermining your
Catholic faith. Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Multi-Financial
Securities Corporation, member FINRA/SIPC.
Invest In Good Faith LLC is not affiliated with
Multi-Financial Securities Corporation.

Life Choices

Ben’s Bonnie Brae
Drugstore
303-722-7892
2700 E. Louisiana Ave., #102
Denver CO 80210
www.bensbonniebraedrugstore.com
Full-service pharmacy and coffee house. Insurance accepted, price matching available and
free delivery within a 7-mile radius. Proud to
be Denver’s first pro-life pharmacy!

Centennial Pediatrics, PC
Roxann Headley, M.D. and
Michelle K. Stanford, M.D.
303-680-KIDS (5437)
15464 E. Orchard Road
Centennial CO 80016
www.centennialpeds.com

Robert Domaleski, M.D.

Couple to Couple League
303-960-9745
www.ccli.org
coloradohamills@gmail.com
The Couple to Couple League helps
couples learn a beautiful way to live out the
Church's teaching on sexuality that is safe,
healthy, holy and effective! Visit our web site
for more information.

Longmont 303-651-2050
Loveland 970-461-5050
North Metro Denver
303-450-6363
We’re Free – We can Help
Education – Support/Hope - Healing for Sexual
Life Choices

Rachel Guerra BSN,CD (DONA)
303-642-6754
www.smallthingsdoula.webs.com

Teresa McGuiness, CNA, PCD
(DONA), Certified
Reflexologist
303-956-8923
www.TeresaMcGuiness.com
Professionally certified, Catholic
doulas providing support before,
during and after birth. Grounded
in our Catholic faith, we support
women physically, emotionally
and spiritually during this precious time. Whether you plan to
give birth with or without medication, with or without the support of
a spouse or other birth partner, a
doula can be of great help!

Open October 1st
303-320-8352
3894 Olive Street, Denver CO 80207
www.lighthousedenver.org
Our renovation of Lighthouse is complete!
Lighthouse is located in NE Denver across the
street from the second largest Planned Parenthood in the United States. Services include free
pregnancy testing, counseling, ultrasound imaging and referrals. Lighthouse will encourage
and uphold Catholic teachings regarding human
sexuality, reproductive health and medical referrals. This strategy of location intervention
offers a very direct and visible alternative for
women considering abortion. Will you support
the vision? Donations can be made by designated giving through Catholic Charities. Watch
the Denver Catholic Register for our winter
banquet announcement. Come, see, and pray!

Project Rachel Post-Abortive
Healing Ministry
Regina Caeli Clinical Services
Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Denver
720-377-1351
Toll Free: 1-855-377-1351
8 W. Dry Creek Circle, Suite 206
Littleton CO 80120
www.hopeafterabortion.com
Project Rachel is a ministry of specially-trained
individuals who provide direct care to women,
men and adolescents seeking healing from an
abortion. Although it is an outreach of the
Catholic Church, Project Rachel is open to anyone who has been impacted by an abortion.

Rachel's Vineyard of Colorado
Lori 303-904-7414, Amee 720-271-7406
www.rachelsvineyard.org
Retreats held in Denver, October 19-21, 2012,
February 22-24, 2013, July 12-14,2013, October
11-2,2012
Are you or someone you know suffering from
the past decision of an abortion and the many
after effects of this decision? A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat addresses the soul wounds that
run deep in many women and men who are
suffering with the psychological or spiritual
pain of abortion. Memories of condemnation,
abandonment, pain and confusion are handled
with care and replaced by the healing presence and love of Jesus Christ at this retreat
on: October 19-21, 2012 which is being held in
Denver. Call Lori 303-904-7414 or Amee 720271-7406 to register. For more information and
testimonies of healing see www.rachelsvineyard.org. Participation is completely confidential. Space is limited.

Internal Medicine
303-421-3331, ext. 1
4045 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite #100
Wheat Ridge CO 80033

This is paid advertising with a small charge associated for the listing. To include your pro-life ministry or business in this listing, call 303-715-3212 or email linda.engel@archden.org.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication, visit
www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Holy Hour and Catechesis: at Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 900 W.
Midway Blvd., Broomfield. Eucharistic adoration every Thursday will include evening prayer, Benediction
and a talk by Father Michael Carvill.
Call 303-469-5171.
Oct. 18: noon- 6 p.m.
Annual White Mass: to honor
healthcare professionals before the
Gospel of Life Conference at Risen
Christ Parish, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver. Call 303-715-3144.
Oct. 20: 8:30 a.m.
Mass outside Planned Parenthood:
celebrated by Father Joseph Hearty
at 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver.
Oct. 20: 11:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Shrine
of St. Anne Parish, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada.
Oct. 21: 6 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Traveling Exhibit of St. Hildegard:
at Creator Mundi Gallery, 2901 E.
3rd Ave., Denver. Explore this new
church doctor as depicted in art,
music, writing and more. RSVP at
303-322-1901 or email gallery@
creatormundi.com.
Oct. 17-20
Senior Resource Fair & Flu Shot
Clinic: sponsored by Catholic Charities at 4045 Pecos St., Denver. Flu
shot clinic held from 10 a.m.-noon.
Lunch provided. For details, call
303-742-0828 ext. 2046.
Oct. 18: 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Cathedral High School Alumni Association Luncheon: at the Elks
Lodge, 1455 Newland St., Lakewood.
Cost is $15 plus annual dues. RSVP
by calling 303-757-3282 or emailing
slela@comcast.net.
Oct. 18: 11:30 a.m.
Interfaith Choral Fest: with St.
Mary Parish of Littleton at St. Timothy Episcopal Church, 1401 E. Dry
Creek Road, Centennial. Choral
groups will perform and a reception
follows. Donations accepted. Call
303-798-8506.
Oct. 19: 7:30 p.m.
Life Chain: at St. Joan of Arc
Parish, 12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada.
Hold signs to witness to life along
Ward Road. Call 303-420-1232.
Oct. 20: 9:15 a.m.
Fall Catholic Speed Dating: for
ages 20-32 at the Old Spaghetti

Factory, 1215 18th St., Denver. Cost
is $30 after Oct. 17. RSVP to date
catholic@aol.com or 720-309-5321.
Visit www.denvercatholic
speeddate.com.
Oct. 20: 2:30 p.m.-5 p.m.
Showing of film “October Baby”:
in the Marian Hall of St. Mary
Parish, 6853 S. Prince St., Littleton.
All invited to watch pro-life movie.
No cost. Call 303-870-9334.
Oct. 20: 7 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: sponsored by
the men’s club at St. Michael the
Archangel Church, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. Held after each Sunday Mass. Call 303-690-6797.
Oct. 21
Holy Rosary Pancake Breakfast: at
the parish at 4688 Pearl St., Denver. Cost is $5. Call 303-297-1962.
Oct. 21: 8 a.m.-noon
Organ Concert: by German organist
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Call 303-831-7010.
Oct. 23: 7 p.m.
Election 2012 Class: sponsored by
the Catholic Biblical School in
rooms 123-125 at the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Speakers will address the principles
of Catholic voting and the HHS mandate. No cost or RSVP. Call 303-7153195 for details.
Oct. 24: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul Society Craft
Fair: at Queen of Peace Church,
13120 E. Kentucky Ave., Aurora. Call
303-344-5308 or email
jmarco7094@aol.com.
Nov. 3-4
Italian Dinner: at St. Joseph Polish
Church, 517 E. 46th Ave., Denver.
Cost is $7 for adults, $4 for children. Call 303-296-3217.
Nov. 4: noon- 4 p.m.
Bingo Night: at Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, 3900 Pierce St., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-424-3706.
Nov. 9: 6 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: for
women and men dealing with the
aftermath of abortion to be held in
Denver. Retreat is confidential.
Register online at www.rachelsvine
yard.org or call 303-904-7414.
Oct. 19-21
2012 Gospel of Life Conference: at
Risen Christ Church, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver. Dr. Janet Smith

will deliver the keynote speech on
the culture of life vs. the culture of
death. Register online at www.arch
den.org/respectlife.
Oct. 20: 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Mandation Workshop: for extraordinary ministers of Communion at
Blessed John XXIII Parish, 1220 University Ave., Fort Collins. Call 303715-3156 or email liturgy.
office@archden.org for details.
Oct. 20: 10 a.m.-noon
Lecture at Loretto Exhibit: by
novelist Margaret Coel on “Denver
in 1864” at the Denver Public Library, 10 W. 14th Ave. in Denver as
part of a series of talk on the sisters’ history to honor their jubilee.
Call 303-783-0450 for details.
Oct. 21: 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Engaged Couples Retreat: at Risen
Christ Church, 3060 S. Monaco
Parkway, Denver. Cost is $200 and
fulfills part two of three requirements for marriage preparation.
Call 303-758-8826 or email
maggie@risenchristchurch.org for
details.
Oct. 26-28
Women's Discernment Retreat:
with the Religious Sisters of Mercy
of Alma in the Stone House at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Cost is $10. Call
303-715-3144 or email sister.
nickel@archden.org for details.
Nov. 2-4
“Hidden Mountain, Secret Garden”: spiritual retreat at the
Lanteri Center for Ignatian
Spirituality, 416 22nd St., Denver.
Professor Anthony Lilles will delve
into Carmelite prayer and draw on
his book. Cost is $125. Call 303-2981498 to register. Visit www.lanteri
center.org.
Nov. 2-4
Day of Prayer: with the North
Metro Catholic Singles at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 11385
Grant Drive, Northglenn. Msgr. Ken
Leone will speak on living the
Catholic faith with passion and purpose. Mass and dinner follows. Cost
is $6. Call 303-457-8289.
Nov. 3: 12:15 p.m.
Healing Model of Intervention:
presentation by Stephen Wilkins at
Risen Christ Church, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver. Families will
learn about the intervention
process for a loved one. No cost.
Call 720-366-4736 for details.
Nov. 8: 7-8:30 pm.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Mullen High School Open House: at
3601 S. Lowell Blvd., Denver. Mass
held before tours at 8:30 a.m. in
the St. John Baptist De La Salle
Chapel. No RSVP required. Call 303761-1764 ext. 3304 for details.
Oct. 21: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
St. Joseph School Fall Fundraiser:

at the Hilton Fort Collins, 425 W.
Prospect Road, Fort Collins. Cost
is $75. Buy tickets by Oct. 19 at
www.saintjosephspirit.com or call
970-484-1171.
Oct. 27: 5 p.m.
Tree, Wreath and Garland
Fundraiser: to benefit Holy Family High School, 5195 W. 44th Ave.,
Broomfield. Make orders by Nov.
15 or Nov. 19 to receive before
Thanksgiving or Christmas. Extra
cost for shipping. Visit www.holy
familyhs.com or call 303-410-1411.
Through Dec. 6

YEAR OF FAITH
Year of Faith Conferences: to
help Catholics rediscover their
faith at Blessed John XXIII Parish,
1220 University Ave., Fort Collins.
Includes lectures, eucharistic
adoration, faith-sharing and the
Divine Office. Cost is $5 per session or $25 for the series. To register, call 970-217-8920 or visit
www.familiesofnazareth.us.
Starts Oct. 17: 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
"From Genesis to the Apocalypse": seminars at St. Jude
Church, 9405 W. Florida Ave.,
Lakewood. Two-part study on
Scripture will be held on Wednesdays. For more information, email
jgarland@saintjudelakewood.org
or call 303-988-6435.
Through Nov. 14: 7 p.m.-8:30
p.m.
"Pillars of Faith: The Catechism
and the Year of Faith": seminars
at Holy Name Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave., Englewood. The parish
will hold four different eightweeks classes on the Catechism
Thursday evenings. Cost is $20
per series. For details, call 303781-6093.
Through Dec. 6: 7:30 p.m.-9
p.m.

PILGRIMAGES
Tour the Holy Land: with Father
Hugh Guentner of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Denver.
Cost is $2,749 Call 303-794-3747.
Jan. 22-31, 2013
Panama Canal and Caribbean
Cruise: with the Knights of
Columbus and friends. Cost is
$3,584. Call 303-794-5459 or
email danddsaz@yahoo.com.
Feb. 16-26, 2013
Pilgrimage to Italy: with Father
Alvaro Panqueva of Sacred Heart
Parish in Denver. Spend 11 days in
Venice, Padua, Assisi, Florence
and Rome. Cost is $3,063. Call
720-519-9846 for details.
March 6-16, 2013
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Vietnam War Marine finally
comes home for burial

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

PALLBEARERS REMOVE the casket of fallen Marine Pfc. James Jacques Oct. 9
at Fort Logan National Cemetery in Denver. His family and friends gathered 37
years after his death for a Catholic committal service after his remains were
found off an island near Cambodia.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

One family’s years of wondering and
waiting ended when a missing Marine
was returned home from the Vietnam
War and was buried last week.
Pfc. James Jacques was laid to rest Oct.
9 with full military honors at Fort Logan
National Cemetery in Denver 37 years
after he had been missing since a helicopter crash in Cambodia’s Khmer
Rouge in 1975.
“It was always in the back of our
minds, ‘What could have happened?
Where is he?” said Jacques’ sister, Delouise Guerra, after the funeral. “We’re
just so happy to have him back home.
Now the whole family has closure.”
His surviving family gathered for a last
goodbye and a Catholic committal service on what would have been Jacques’
56th birthday. Some 40 Vietnam War veterans held American flags and saluted as
his casket was carried across the cemetery in a 19th century horse-drawn carriage. Pallbearers hoisted the casket to
the service and fired 21 shots in the air
while a soldier played “Taps.”
Presiding over the service was Air
Force Col. Father Robert Bruno, who
was dressed in military uniform. Deacon Richard Borda, the Catholic community coordinator at Aurora’s Buckley
Air Force Base, assisted.
“We take comfort in the hope that one
day we shall see him again,” Father
Bruno said. “Let us console one another
in the faith of Jesus Christ.”
Deacon Borda read from the Gospel of
Matthew and the attendees joined in a
responsorial psalm saying, “Receive his
soul and present him to God the Most
High.”
After speaking about Jacques, Father
Bruno sprinkled the casket with holy
water, a sign of the sacrament of baptism, and presented a crucifix to Guerra.
Members of the Colorado Patriot
Guard gave Guerra pins and a collection
of condolence letters from family and
friends. She also received the folded
American flag and plaques recognizing

Jacques’ service and sacrifice.
After the service, 21 white doves were
released in his honor.
Jacques, then 18, was on a helicopter
that crashed during a rescue mission of
the cargo ship S.S. Mayaguez crew in
May 1975. Khmer Rouge gunboats captured the ship off the coast of Cambodia.
Military forces then ordered six helicopters to recover the crew, but one came
under heavy fire as it approached and
crashed in the surf. Of the 26 men on
board, half were rescued and the rest
were declared missing, including
Jacques.
It wasn’t until 1995 that American and
Cambodian specialists recovered remains and debris from the crash site underwater.
Mary Jacques said her husband,
Manuel Jacques, who is Jacques’ brother, gave blood to the Armed Forces DNA
Identification Laboratory to see if the remains were a match. This year, the family received a letter stating that some of
the remains were positively identified as
Jacques’.
“We were crying, we jumped, we
hollered,” Guerra said.
One of Jacques’ friends, Andy Martinez, attended the service. He said they
were inseparable in their youth. They
were classmates at Grant Middle School
in Denver.
“I can’t believe it,” Martinez said about
his coming home.
Jacques’ family members said they
attended Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
in La Junta. Guerra described Jacques as
an athletic man, occasionally ornery,
who was determined to join the
Marines.
They supported his decision, Guerra
said, and always knew he would come
home.
“The day has come, thanks to God,”
she said. “It feels great just to know that
he’s home.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.
l a p o i n t @ a r c h d e n . o r g ; w w w. t
witter.com/DCRegisterNissa

