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Miss Olympic medalist: Missy Franklin
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They sent her off to London
with best wishes and high
hopes. Then last week the students of Regis Jesuit High School
had a chance to come together
to celebrate the accomplishments of classmate Missy
Franklin—now a five-time
Olympic medalist.
On Aug. 27 the combined enrollment of the girls’ and boys’
divisions—totaling more than
1,600—packed the gymnasium
of the Aurora school for a pep
rally to recognize Franklin, as
well as the fall sports teams.
Franklin, 17, earned four gold
medals at the summer games in
the 100 backstroke, 800 freestyle
relay, 200 backstroke and 400
medley relay; and a bronze in
the 400 freestyle relay.
On July 30, when Franklin
won her first individual gold
medal in the 100 backstroke, she
tweeted a message of gratitude
to some 390,000 followers on
Twitter: “I am so grateful for
everything that has happened.
God has blessed me with so
much. Thank you so much for
all the love and support!”
On Aug. 27, Gretchen Kessler,
girls’ division principal, enlived
the pep rally crowd at Regis Jesuit: “Funny thing,” she said,
“this morning I found this little
bronze medal in lost and found.
I wonder if it belongs to anyone
in the crowd…
“Missy, come on up!”
Students went wild chanting
“USA! USA!” as the 6-foot-1-inch
senior from Centennial popped
up from her spot on the gym
floor and headed to the podium.
Franklin had returned from
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FIVE-TIME Olympic medalist Missy Franklin displays one of her gold medals to students during a
pep rally at Regis Jesuit High School in Aurora Aug. 27.
London just days before school
started Aug. 16, and mere hours
after appearing on “The Tonight
Show” with Jay Leno.
“On behalf of everyone at Regis Jesuit, I want to congratulate
you on your amazing results at
this summer’s Olympics,” said
Kessler, bronze medal in hand.
“This lonely bronze, as it was
called on Jay Leno, will always go
down in history as your first
Olympic medal, followed by
four golds, and a few world
records broken.”
Franklin broke world records
in the 200 backstroke and 400

PERSONAL FINANCE

“God must be very proud of
you and what you’re doing—we
certainly are.”
Franklin then took the microphone, responding to the cheers
of “Missy! Missy!” with a heartfelt message to the crowd: “I love
you.
“Thank you,” she continued.
“You guys are my biggest support system and I couldn’t do it
without you.
“I honestly can tell you I
would not be standing here
without you guys—so thank you

See Missy, Page 13

THE SAINTS: BLESSED FREDERIC OZANAM

Advice to couples
on budgeting for
happiness
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medley relay.
“Missy, you’re an extraordinary young woman because of
the Olympics of course,” Kessler
continued. “But more importantly, because of who you are
and how you live your life.”
She acknowledged Franklin’s
love of life, swimming, competition, and the teen’s reliance on
God.
“You ask God to be with you
every step of the way,” Kessler
said. “You enjoy the ride, and
your joy is infectious. Your smile
lights up a room, and it lit up the
summer Olympics.
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1813 - 1853 / Feast - Sept. 8
At Frederic’s 1997 beatification in Paris, Pope
John Paul II called him a model for Catholic
laypeople. He taught literature at the Sorbonne, was happily married and had a daughter. Beginning in 1831 he was part of a group of
young Catholic intellectuals who discussed literature, history and society, while also visiting
the poor and sick at home. They became the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which is still active worldwide. Frederic joined the
Third Order of St. Francis shortly before his death at age 40.
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Religious institutions file historic
lawsuits against the HHS mandate: Part 2
BY L. MARTIN NUSSBAUM

Christ: The answer to the
dictatorship of relativism
Last week I was talking with a friend about abortion. My
friend, who is not Catholic, has pro-abortion political positions,
and I pointed out to him the simple, biological fact that at conception, a new organism, with unique DNA is created.
“Science,” I pointed out “proves that life begins at conception.
Your life and mine began at the moment of conception, and if
anything disrupted it we would not be here.”
My friend told me that what I had pointed out was “my truth,”
but that it was not “true for everyone.”
I have been pondering the idea that a biological fact could be
true for me, and untrue for others. It simply makes no sense. It
is not reasonable.
Truth is a simple thing. Something is true, or it is not. Things
cannot be true and untrue, or true for some, but not for others.
No matter where one goes on this planet, the planet will always
be round, and it will always have gravity. Gravity is true for you,
and for me, because it is true.
Mathematics proves my point: 2+2 always equals 4. It would
be unreasonable to suggest that for some people, 2+2=5. Imagine being at a cash register and receiving the wrong change,
pointing this out to the cashier, who responds: “My truth tells
me I gave you the right change.”
The idea that truth is an objective measure of a thing is quickly becoming lost in our culture, and that is disturbing. To live
without ever believing that we can know the truth is to live without hope. Knowing what is true, and seeking it, is the source of
all hope.
The same is true of morality. If an action is wrong, like abortion, it is always wrong. In contemporary culture, many people
believe that morality is determined by shifting social norms, or
simply by what feels right at each moment. The “truth” for the
South African Broederbond justified apartheid. The “truth” for
the Communists justified the gulags. And the “truth” for the Al
Qaeda terrorist cells justified the attacks on our country 11 years
ago.
Sadly, we live in an age where the idea of moral truth is eroding. What our forefathers called “self-evident truths” are denied
by many in our society, most especially the right to life and dignity of the human being. But goodness is rooted in reality, and
can be known by our reason.
Those who profess the universality of truth, and the universality of morality, are labeled fundamentalists, intolerant or ignorant. In 2005, Pope Benedict XVI said that in contemporary
culture man is expected to simply be “tossed here and there,
carried about by every wind of doctrine.” The uncertainty, ambiguity and confusion caused by this kind of culture is what
Pope Benedict calls the “dictatorship of relativism.”
When our minds and hearts are constrained—unable to really believe in anything, to find truth in anything, we do live under
a dictatorship. When it is impossible to judge our own conduct
or that of another, we live without any freedom. When we cannot know what is true, good or beautiful, and aspire to it, we live
in a kind of slavery.
We who know Jesus Christ know truth. Jesus Christ himself is
the way, the truth and the life—he frees us from the slavery of
uncertain confusion. Moral law, and absolute certainty, set us
on a path to the pursuit of goodness—and to freedom, which
comes in a life lived according to truth. Jesus Christ sets us free
from the relativism of the world. He renews our minds.
Our task is to share our freedom with captives.
The effects of relativism are seen in our treatment of the unborn, the poor and the immigrant. They are seen in our crumbling families, and in our despairing culture. The effects of relativism are everywhere. Unfortunately, those held captive by
relativism, like my friend, are rarely convinced by the force of argument. Argument depends on a belief in absolutes and the use
of reason, which relativism has discarded.
If we wish to see the world lived according to truth, we must
introduce the world to the source of all truth—to Jesus Christ
himself. He is the heart of the new evangelization! Let us proclaim to the world the source of truth, and the source of our
hope.

L. Martin Nussbaum advocates for religious institutions. He
serves as co-chair of the Rothgerber Johnson & Lyon Religious Institutions Group and as consultant to the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops Committee on
Religious Liberty. What follows id
the conclusion of a two-part column.
The 12 lawsuits filed by
Catholic institutions in May followed 11 lawsuits filed previously, beginning in November 2011.
These included four by Protestant colleges—Colorado Christian University and Wheaton
College, which are evangelical
Protestant; Geneva College,
which is Reformed Presbyterian;
and Louisiana College, which is
Baptist.
Others previously filing included EWTN, the largest
Catholic television network;
Priests for Life; Legatus, an association of Catholic business executives; and Hercules Industries, a for-profit S-Corp manufacturing HVAC equipment and
products, along with its Catholic
owners.
The Nebraska attorney general, Jon Bruning, joined with the
attorneys general from Florida,
Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma,
South Carolina and Texas, and
filed suit on behalf of Catholic
Mutual Relief Society and others.
Most of the early suits were
represented by public interest
law firms including The Becket
Fund, the Alliance Defending
Freedom, and the Thomas More
Law Center. The Jones Day law
firm, the third largest in the United States, represented the 43
Catholic ministries filing in May.
The Rothgerber Johnson &
Lyons Religious Institutions
Group advised several of the
plaintiffs and prospective plaintiffs about their participation in
these suits and numerous other
ministries about strategies to ensure their own group medical
policies complied with their ethical values.
While the plaintiffs invoked a
number of First Amendment religious freedom and speech protections and federal statutes in
support of their request for exemption from the morally objec-

tionable HHS abortifacient/
contraceptive mandate, the
leading claim in most cases is
based upon the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993.
This federal statute passed the
House of Representatives unanimously and the U.S. Senate with
97 votes. President Clinton

“. . .requiring employers to
arrange for insurance that
will directly or indirectly
provide benefits that are
morally objectionable to
the employer will
constitute a ‘substantial
burden’ on the religious exercise of such employers.”
signed it into law.
RFRA prevents the government from substantially burdening the religious freedom of any
person or entity unless the government has a “compelling” interest in doing so and the government’s interest is advanced
through the means that is the
“least restrictive” on religious
freedom.
RFRA almost certainly requires exemption for the plaintiffs and for other similarly-situated entities and individuals.
Here’s why.
First, there can be little doubt
that requiring employers to
arrange for insurance that will
directly or indirectly provide
benefits that are morally objectionable to the employer will
constitute a “substantial burden”
on the religious exercise of such
employers. The Obama administration effectively conceded
this when it included in the original act a religious exemption for
employers in the Anabaptist tradition (primarily Amish and
Mennonite) and an exemption
for Medi-Share, an evangelical
Protestant “insurance” cooperative. The administration also
likely conceded that the HHS
mandate burdens the free exercise of religion for some employers when it provided a narrow religious exemption for churches.
Second, under RFRA analysis,
as articulated in Gonzales v. O
Centro Espirita Beneficente
Uniao Do Vegetal (U.S. 2006), the
government’s interest will be

weighed in relation to its need to
force particular organizations
and persons to comply with the
mandate and not in relation to a
national governmental objective of making abortifacients
and contraceptives more generally available to women. The administration will not be able to
show that its interest is compelling because it statutorily exempts other religions as described in the previous paragraph, because it exempts employers with “grandfathered”
plans, and because it exempts
employers with fewer than 50
employees. All told, the exemptions the administration has given to others affects millions of
employees.
The administration is successfully delaying judicial decision on the merits until after the
election in most cases by making ripeness arguments based
on the administration’s postponement of implementation
requirements for most ministries. Procedural delay, however, was not available in the Hercules Industries case. On July 27
Judge John Kane of the U.S. District Court in Denver applied
RFRA and issued a preliminary
injunction enjoining the implementation of the HHS mandate
against Hercules Industries.
Judge Kane reasoned, in part:
“(A) law cannot be regarded as
protecting an interest of the
highest order when it leaves appreciable damage to that supposedly vital interest prohibited.
. . . The government has exempted over 190 million health plan
participants and beneficiaries
from the preventive care coverage mandate; this massive exemption completely undermines any compelling (governmental) interest in applying the
preventive care coverage mandate to (Hercules Industries).”
Accordingly, even if President
Obama is re-elected, it is quite
likely that, some time after the
election, there will begin a series
of decisions favorable to the various plaintiffs, including awards
of attorney’s fees against the government that RFRA provides to
prevailing plaintiffs. This, of
course, raises the question as to
why the administration has
picked this fight it is almost sure
to lose.
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Some 30 young missionaries aim
to serve ‘Christ in the City’

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

Film ‘Restless Heart’ worth
seeing, sharing with friends
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ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila gives a blessing at Seton House Aug. 15 when the facility was reopened as headquarters to young adult missionaries for the apostolate Christ in the City.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Christ in the City missionary
Madeline Sellers desires to

serve and love others completely. Her own experience of
Christ’s love so transformed
her, she said, that it led her to

join the homeless ministry
program and move into its
newly-inaugurated headquar-

See City, Page 16

18 young adults commissioned to serve as
Colorado Vincentian Volunteers

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY COLORADO VINCENTIAN VOLUNTEERS

EIGHTEEN newly commissioned Colorado Vincentian Volunteers pose as a group.
BY CODY MEINHARDT

On Aug. 19, the Colorado
Vincentian Volunteers (CVV)
celebrated a milestone at St.
Elizabeth of Hungary Church
in downtown Denver, commissioning their 18th group of
young adults into a yearlong
process of companionship
with those who are poor, in

the spirit of St. Vincent de
Paul.
These 18 volunteers have
agreed to spend a year living
in community at two locations
in Denver’s Capital Hill area,
giving service to the poor
through local nonprofit agencies, and integrating their
service experiences with spiritual formation.

Colorado Vincentian Volunteers was formed in 1994 by
married couple Bill and Mary
Frances Jaster, after two
decades of work in youth ministry. In the 18 years since the
program’s founding, 227 volunteers have completed the
program, and more than 50
nonprofit agencies have received volunteer service
through the organization.
The recently commissioned
volunteers will provide more
than 31,000 hours of apostolate in the coming year, serving thousands of Denver’s
most
needy
individuals
through 18 local nonprofits,
and saving those agencies approximately $270,000.
However, the hours served
and dollars saved do not alone
fully convey the spirit of CVV.
At its core, the organization is
a process of coming to understand the meaning of being a
“companion on the journey.”
When Gerald Espinosa
came to Denver nearly three
weeks ago from Mission Viejo,
Calif., he hoped to be taken
out of his comfort zone. Espinoza, a graduate of Stonehill
College with a background in
law and advocacy, was led to
Colorado Vincentian Volunteers by a feeling that something was missing in his life.

Grace builds upon nature.
In the Christian life, our nat‘RESTLESS
ural virtues, abilities, pasHEART’
sions and temperament are
elevated and sanctified as we
For more information
grow in holiness—in relaVisit: www.restlesshear
tionship with Jesus Christ.
tfilm.com/index.php
As a bishop, I’m privileged
to see the way the Lord uses Call: 1-877-263-1263
the gifts he has given each of
Email: RestlessHeart@Ma
us in service to the kingdom
ximusMG.com
of God.
Men and women become
great saints as they embrace
the Gospel with their whole personalities. As they allow God
to use them exactly as they are. In service to the kingdom,
good listeners become great confessors, like St. John Vianney.
Good scholars become good teachers and spiritual guides,
like St. Teresa of Avila. And good orators become good
preachers and leaders, like St. Augustine of Hippo.
“Restless Heart,” a newly released movie from Ignatius
Press, is the story of St. Augustine’s embrace of the Gospel—
and a beautiful portrayal of the sanctification of his rich humanity.
The movie tells the story of the young Augustine, who aspired to the greatness of Roman orators and lawyers he heard
as a child. It captures his worldly success, and the brilliance
of a man who would change the Church forever. “Restless
Heart” portrays exactly how much St. Augustine gave up to
accept the Gospel, and how difficult it must have been. It is
the story of God preparing a heart to encounter the heart of
Jesus.
“Our hearts are restless,” said St. Augustine, “until they rest
in you.” Augustine’s heart was restless before he met the
Lord, but it was not empty or cold. “Restless Heart” portrays
a man whose heart brimmed with love, with ambition, with
sadness and with hope. In his conversion, the Lord used all
that filled Augustine’s heart. The Augustine of “Restless
Heart” was a full, living character. The portrayal of St. Augustine’s humanity makes this a movie worth seeing and worth
sharing with friends.
We sometimes forget that saints become holy over time—
that no one, save the Blessed Mother, is born with an intimate relationship with the Blessed Trinity. God prepares us,
step by step, to know him, and to serve him, with all that we
are. “Restless Heart” is a wonderful portrayal of God’s preparation, and St. Augustine’s service. May it encourage each of
us to rest our hearts in Him.

“I wanted the human component. I wanted those daily
interactions, seeing the small
victories in people’s lives,” Espinoza said. “CVV can take
you off the path of living a
conventional life, toward living life in service to others.”
Through Colorado Vincentian Volunteers, Espinoza will
work as an assistant and mentor at Annunciation School.
He recognizes the importance
of being a positive Latino role
model at the school.
“My whole life I was a minority in school. I faced a lot of
barriers and stigmas, but I’ve
never shied away from those

challenges,” he said.
Having lived through many
of the same experiences his
students currently face, Espinoza has a unique opportunity to make an impact and an
eagerness to work hard.
“I want to be shaken up,” he
said. “I want to feel the fire under my feet. And I don’t want
to lose that passion.”
Maureen “Mo” Brabec
comes to Colorado Vincentian
Volunteers from Homewood,
Ill., to join the staff at Sacred
Heart House of Denver, a shelter for homeless women and

See CVV, Page 12
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Campaign 2012: Burke vs. Hobbes?
You likely think, gentle reader, that the 2012 presidential race is
a contest between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. That, of
course, is true, insofar as the names on our Nov. 6 ballots go. But
the 2012 race for the White House is something more, something
more profound—something with deeper historical roots in
modernity’s wrestling with political power and how that power
contributes to the common good.
This is a contest, to take symbolic reference points, between
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) and Edmund Burke (1729-1797).
Both were British subjects. Both had a profound impact on
modern political theory. Both knew that religion and politics—
Church and state—had been thickly interwoven into the history
of the West, although here the deep differences between these
two paradigmatic figures begin to sharpen: Hobbes tried to drive
religious conviction out of the modern public square, while Burke
fashioned a vision of political modernity that drew in part on the
rich social pluralism of the Catholic Middle Ages.
In a Hobbesian world, the only actors of consequence are the
state and the individual. In a Burkean world, the institutions of
civil society—family, religious congregation, voluntary association, business, trade union and so forth—“mediate” between the
individual and the state, and the just state takes care to provide an
appropriate legal framework in which those civil-society institutions can flourish.
In a Hobbesian world, the state—“Leviathan,” in the title of
Hobbes’s most famous and influential work—monopolizes power for the sake of protecting individuals from the vicissitudes of a
life that is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short.” In a Burkean
world, civil society provides a thick layer of mediation—protection, if you will—that cushions the interactions between individuals and life’s challenges.
A Hobbesian world is a world of contracts and legal relationships, period. A Burkean world is a world in which there are both
contracts—the rule of law—and covenants: those more subtly
textured human associations (beginning with marriage) by which
men and women form bonds of affection, allegiance and mutual
responsibility.
Catholic political theorists have always had major difficulties
with Hobbes, and not simply for his promotion of what we would
call, today, the “naked public square”: a public space shorn of religious conviction. Hobbes’s vision of the state is far too cold for
the social sensibilities of Catholics, who habitually think of society as organic, not artificial or contrived.
By contrast, Burke’s defense of society’s “small platoons” has
numerous affinities with Catholic social doctrine, from Leo XIII
through Benedict XVI. John Paul II, for example, was particularly
forceful in his defense of the mediating institutions of civil society, describing them in the 1991 encyclical Centesimus Annus as
schools of freedom: those natural human associations, beginning
with the family, where beautiful, willful little tyrants (which is a
precise description of every 2-year-old ever born) are transformed into the kind of civil, tolerant adult citizens who can participate in public life through their minds, not just their muscles.
No American presidential candidate is going to run on an explicitly Hobbesian platform. And the complexities of life in a postmodern world are such that a purely Burkean republic is unlikely
anytime soon. The issue here is one of tendencies, orientations,
visions of possibility. And at that level, 2012 really is shaping up as
a contest between “Hobbes” and “Burke.”
For as the candidates have presented themselves to the country over the past months, and most recently at their conventions,
it has become ever more clear that America will choose in 2012
between two paths into the future. Along one path, there is, finally, room for only the individual and the state. Along the other
path, the flourishing institutions of civil society empower individuals and contribute to real problem-solving. In the former, the
state defines responsibilities and awards benefits (and penalties).
In the latter, individuals and free, voluntary associations assume
responsibility and thereby thus make their contribution to the
common good.
Hobbes vs. Burke. It’s an old argument. It’s also the argument
we shall have between now and Nov. 6.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sept. 9: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Isaiah 35:4-7
• Psalm 146:7-10
• James 2:1-5
• Mark 7:31-37
Overview: The prophet Isaiah ministered in the southern
kingdom of Judah in eighth
century B.C. It was a time of
danger and uncertainty as the
Assyrians and then later the
Babylonians
threatened
Jerusalem. People were paralyzed by fear. In our first reading Isaiah reassures them saying, “Be strong! Fear not! Here is
your God!” In the midst of darkness and despair Isaiah speaks
a word of hope. This passage,
especially the verse that says,
“The ears of the deaf will be
cleared … the tongue of the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Prayer for religious Freedom
In light of recent attempts by
certain government agencies to
curtail the liberties of all religious organizations, with particular emphasis on Catholics, the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has provided several
prayers for religious liberty for all
Catholics to use. The Department of New York, Catholic War
Veterans of the USA has
launched one of the prayers on
our website: nycatholicwarv
ets.org/FreedomPrayer.htm (the
prayer is also below). As Catholic
veterans we have a special
awareness of the obligation and
need to defend our country and
religious liberty.
Gerard J. McGrade, PDC
Catholic Action chairman
Dept. of New York, Catholic
War Veterans of the USA
Denver

mute will sing,” echoes the
Gospel where Christ fulfills Isaiah’s words in the healing of a
deaf man. The second reading
speaks about a healing of a different sort: the healing of injustice. In the Church, James says,
there shouldn’t be any distinction between rich and poor.
Everyone is equal before God
regardless of their economic or
social status. Respect for the
poor has always been a central
part of Catholic social teaching.
If the first reading speaks of
hope and the second reading of
charity, the Gospel speaks of
faith. The healing of the deafmute in the Gospel is unique to
Mark. The location of the story
within the larger narrative is
significant. It is part of a litany
of healings and other miracles
that point to the divinity of Jesus, which as yet is not clear to
the disciples. All the healings
and teachings, including this
one, are leading up to the climactic moment when the disciples finally understand who Jesus really is and profess their

Prayer for the Protection of
Religious Liberty
O God our Creator, from your
provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.You have called us
as your people and given us the
right and the duty to worship you,
the only true God, and your Son, Jesus Christ. Through the power and
working of your Holy Spirit,you call
us to live out our faith in the midst
of the world, bringing the light and
the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and
heart to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voice
heardon behalf of the rights of your
Church and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice to all
your sons and daughters

faith as Peter, speaking for the
Twelve, declares (in the next
chapter): “You are the Christ!”
Key verse: “The man’s ears
were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he
spoke plainly” (Mark 7:35).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Contemplative prayer
is hearing the word of God. Far
from being passive, such attentiveness is the obedience of
faith, the unconditional acceptance of a servant, and the loving
commitment of a child” (No.
2835).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Let us
never forget that ‘when the sacred Scriptures are read in the
Church, God himself speaks to
his people, and Christ, present
in his own word, proclaims the
Gospel.’ The homily is part of
the liturgical action and is
meant to foster a deeper understanding of the word of God so
that it can bear fruit in the lives
of the faithful” (No. 45, 46).
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of
our nation, so that, with every trial
withstood and every danger overcome—for the sake of our children,
our grandchildren,and all who
come after us—this great land will
always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.”
We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 9: Mass, Open Wide the Doors conference hosted by Renewal Ministries, Crowne Plaza DIA Convention
Center, Denver (11 a.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Sept. 6: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
Sept. 7: Mass, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (12:10 p.m.); Theology on Tap, speaker Father Vincent Minnelli, m.s.p., Katie Mullen’s Irish Restaurant & Pub, Denver (8:30 p.m.)
Sept. 8: Blue Mass, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (4:30 p.m.)
Sept. 9: Mass, Mother of God Church (7 a.m.); 100th anniversary Mass, Mother Cabrini Shrine, Golden (11
a.m.)
Sept. 10: School Mass followed by Q&A with students, Holy Family High School, Broomfield (10 a.m.)
Sept. 11: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); Candlelight Mass, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center, Boulder (9 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following assignment by Very Rev. Louis M. Minh Nhien, C.M.C., provincial superior, Congregation of the
Mother Coredemptrix, Carthage, Mo., is confirmed by Most Rev. Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L.
Rev. Louis Mary Pham Ha, C.M.C., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, and appointed pastor, Queen of the Vietnamese Martyrs Parish, Wheat Ridge, effective Sept. 8, 2012, until his ministry
in the archdiocese is completed.
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BY PETER WESTHOFF

The many Mary
feasts in September
A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.”
We think of May and October as “MaryMonths,” but here in the first half of September we have three celebrations of the
Blessed Mother: her Nativity, her Holy Name
and her Sorrows. Our first question of this
quiz should be easy if you remember the
last question from the previous quiz.
1. Three birthdays are celebrated in the
Church calendar: Our Lord, Our Lady and
_____?
A. St. John the Evangelist
B. St. Joseph
C. St. Augustine
D. St. John the Baptist
E. NOTA
2. Mary’s birthday is Sept. 8, so on that
date it will have been nine months since we
celebrated:
A. The Holy Innocents
B. The Assumption
C. The Immaculate Conception
D. The Annunciation
E. NOTA
3. Who are the parents of the Blessed
Mother?
A. Joachim and Anne
B. Reuben and Jessica
C. Benjamin and Martha
D. Simon and Judith
E. NOTA
4. Which of the Joyful Mysteries includes
one of Mary’s Seven Sorrows?
A. Annunciation
B. Visitation
C. Nativity
D. Presentation
E. NOTA

5. The Stabat Mater is the fifth sorrow—what do these Latin words mean?
A. Mother of Tears
B. Standing Mother
C. Stricken Mother
D. Mother of Strength
E. NOTA
6. What name given to girls comes
from the Latin for “Mother of Sorrows”?
A. Agnes
B. Helen
C. Ophelia
D. Dolores
E. NOTA
7. Three of Mary’s Sorrows precede Jesus’ Hidden Life and four are of his Passion. What foreign land is involved in
one of them?
A. Gaul
B. Asia Minor
C. Phoenicia
D. Greece
E. NOTA
8. Which of these Stations of the Cross
is not a part of the Seven Sorrows?
A. IV - Meeting Mary on the way to Calvary
B. VIII - Meeting the women of
Jerusalem
C. XIII - The pieta after the taking down
from the cross
D. XIV - The laying in the sepulcher
E. NOTA
9. In part to honor the Holy Name of
Mary, what are many Catholic school
students taught to write at the top of
their papers?
A. AMDG
B. JMJ
C. IHS
D. INRI
E. NOTA

ANSWERS: 1. D, 2. C, 3. A, 4. D (Within
the Presentation is the Prophecy of Simeon, which is one of the Sorrows), 5. B, 6.
D, 7. E (The Second Sorrow is the Flight
into Egypt), 8. B, 9. B (JMJ stands for
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph” and is written
to dedicate the work to the Holy Family
and to honor the members)

NUN OF THE ABOVE
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University rejects misconduct charge against gay parenting researcher
AUSTIN, Texas (CNA/EWTN data from the New Family
News)—An official inquiry at Structures Study, which examthe University of
ined life outcomes
Texas at Austin has
of 3,000 Americans
age 18 to 39.
rejected charges of
He found that
scientific misconduct
households led by
that a homosexual
parents of either
activist leveled agasex who engaged in
inst sociology professame-sex relationsor Mark Regnerus
ships also showed
after he published a
study that found neggreater household
ative life outcomes MARK REGNERUS instability.
among children of
There were “staparents who had had same-sex tistically significant” differrelationships.
ences in 25 of 40 life outcomes
Robert A. Peterson, the uni- between adult children who
versity’s research integrity offi- grew up with married, oppocer, said he “carefully reviewed” site-sex parents and those who
all available data, materials grew up with a mother who
and information and discussed had a same-sex relationship.
the process with other inquiry
Children from same-sex female households showed more
panel members.
“I have concluded that Pro- physical and mental health
fessor Regnerus did not com- problems, more instability in
mit scientific misconduct,” he romantic relationships, and
said in an Aug. 24 memoran- lower average income as
dum to university officials.
adults. They also showed highRegnerus’ research drew on er levels of unemployment,

smoking, need for public assistance and involvement in
crime.
Activist and blogger Scott
Rose had charged Regnerus
with ethical violations in a June
21 letter to University of Texas
President Bill Powers. University officials interviewed Rose
about his charges.
Peterson’s review found no
justification for the charges.
“None of the allegations of
scientific misconduct put forth
by Mr. Rose were substantiated
either by physical data, written
materials, or by information
provided during the interviews,” he said. “Several of the
allegations were expressly beyond the purview of the inquiry.”
He said that Rose believed
Regnerus’ research to be seriously flawed and Rose inferred
that there must be scientific
misconduct.
“However, there is no evidence to support that inference,” Peterson said.
He added that any problems
in Regnerus’ research and
analysis should be left to academic debates and future research.

David Hacker, senior counsel
with the religious liberty group
Alliance Defending Freedom,
praised the inquiry’s outcome.
“America’s
universities
should always serve as truthseeking, free marketplaces of
ideas,” he said Aug. 29. “Disagreeing with a study’s conclusions is not grounds for allegations of scientific misconduct;
therefore, we are not surprised
that those accusations were
found to be baseless.”
The inquiry involved significant time and effort. All data on
Regnerus’ computers, including email and documents, were
sequestered. The inquiry officials obtained his grant applications and correspondence.
The university created a panel
of senior faculty members to
advise the inquiry process and
the university retained an experienced independent consultant to monitor the inquiry.
Inquiry officials interviewed
both Regnerus and Rose. The
interviews were recorded and
transcribed by a court reporter,
Peterson’s memo said.
University Provost and Vice
President Steven W. Leslie said
in an Aug. 28 memo that he ac-

cepted Peterson’s conclusion
that there was no evidence of
misconduct.
“Consequently, this matter is
closed,” Leslie said.
Regnerus’ initial report on
his findings drew swift reaction
from homosexual advocates
critical of his findings. The Human Rights Campaign and the
Gay and Lesbian Alliance
against Defamation criticized
the researcher’s report.
A group of 18 social scientists
signed a statement in support
of Regnerus in June. They said
his research is not without limitations but they thought much
of the criticism of him was unwarranted.
In a June 12 interview with
EWTN News, Regnerus said he
began his project with no idea
what the data would reveal.
In his June announcement of
the paper, the professor said
his “most significant” finding
“is arguably that children appear most apt to succeed well
as adults when they spend
their entire childhood with
their married mother and father, and especially when the
parents remain married to the
present day.”

Website aims to help lay Catholics
VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—The Vatican’s Pontifical Council for the Laity is positioning its website as a resource for lay men and women
ahead of Pope Benedict XVI’s
Year of Faith, which will kickoff in October.
“It is directed to all the lay
faithful that want to know
more about their vocation,
about their role within the
Church,” Ana Cristina Betancourt of the Pontifical Council’s Women’s Section told the

Catholic News Agency in
Rome.
“So, it is a way of being in
contact with what we do dayto-day and that was our aim in
having it, to make more known
the things that we do, the reflections that we have, the
things that we are thinking
about and also the guidelines
that the pope is giving the laity
to better live their vocations.”
The Pontifical Council for
the Laity was created by Pope
Paul VI in 1967 and re-founded

by the same pontiff in 1976 to
include it as a permanent dicastery within the Roman Curia. For many years one of its
key consulters was Poland’s
Archbishop Karol Wojtyla of
Krakow, later Pope John Paul II.
Its stated aim is to assist the
pope “in all matters concerning the contribution the lay
faithful make to the life and
mission of the Church,
whether as individuals or
through the various forms of
association that have arisen
and constantly arise within the
Church.”
The website was unveiled for
Blessed John Paul II’s beatification in spring 2011 but is constantly updated.
Betancourt explained that
the homepage focuses on “the
latest news and events” involving the council, including
video reports. It will also include statements by Pope
Benedict XVI on the vocation
of the laity such as “little references that he makes in his
speeches or in documents to
the vocation of the laity.”
There is also a message from
the president of the council,
Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko,
“which also changes continually.”
The site also carries links to
its four sections—“Associations
and
Movements,”
“Women,” “Church and Sport,”

See Website, Page 13

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l SEPTEMBER 5, 2012

l 7

8 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

SEPTEMBER 5, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Bishop Conley to lead 100th
anniversary celebration
of Mother Cabrini spring

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY MOTHER CABRINI SHRINE

PILGRIMS get water from the famed Mother Cabrini Shrine spring in Golden.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A hundred years ago during a picnic
in Golden, a few nuns in habits started
digging in the soil, looking for water.
Their leader, Mother Frances Xavier
Cabrini, pushed a spot of rocks with her
cane and there the group found a
spring.
A century of water and grace-filled
events sprung from that moment in
1912 on the mountainside at Mother
Cabrini Shrine in Golden.
Bishop James Conley, auxiliary bishop of the Denver Archdiocese, will celebrate the spring’s anniversary with staff,
religious and supporters of the shrine
Sept. 8 and Sept. 9.
“People have told us that the water
has been powerful in their lives,” said
Jeff Lewis, administrator of the shrine.
“It’s a really significant part of the
place.”
Celebrations will begin with a vocations walk along the Stations of the
Cross to support the Missionary Sisters
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus—the order
founded by Mother Cabrini—followed
by Mass and lunch hosted by the
Knights of Columbus. The following
day, Bishop Conley will celebrate Mass
in the chapel and then bless the new
Cabrini Gardens being built. All are invited to the lunch afterward.
An estimated 250,000 pilgrims flock
to the shrine yearly where an 8,000-gallon tank holds the spring water, which
pours out from four faucets into a stainless steel sink. Near the spring is the
shrine dedicated to Mother Cabrini,
who purchased the property in 1909.
She was instrumental in founding the
property that was used as a summer

100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
OF CABRINI
SHRINE’S SPRING
Sept. 8: 10 a.m. vocations walk, 11 a.m.
Mass in the chapel, noon lunch
Sept. 9: 11 a.m. Mass with Bishop
Conley, noon lunch
Where: 20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden
Call: 303-526-0758
Visit: www.mothercabrinishrine.org

camp for her Queen of Heaven Orphanage in Denver, Lewis said.
Mother Cabrini left her legacy at the
shrine and 67 other institutions she
founded across the world. She was canonized a saint in 1946. An Italian-born
immigrant herself, she has become the
patron saint of immigrants.
Generosity from the faithful allowed
staff to build the Cabrini Gardens near
the main building and chapel. The
work-in-progress has a statue of Mother Cabrini with orphans in the center
and an area for meditation and prayer.
The gardens will later include a timeline
of the shrine’s history plus artifacts and
clippings relaying its founder’s life.
“We’re trying to bring all that information outside so visitors can learn
about her life by walking through the
garden,” he said.
For more information about the celebrations, visit the shrine’s website at
mothercabrinishrine.org.
Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org; www.twi
tter.com/DCRegisterNissa
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Exhibit, lectures to highlight
Loretto order’s ministry in Colorado
SISTERS OF
LORETTO EXHIBIT
Title: “Making a Difference in Colorado
Since 1864”
Where: Denver Central Library, 10 W.
14th Ave., Denver
When: Sept. 16-Dec. 31
Opening reception: 1:30 p.m.-4 p.m.
Sept. 16
Guest speakers: 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Oct. 21, Nov. 4, Nov. 18
Cost: No cost
More information: www.lorettocommun
ity.org or call 303-783-0450

Broomfield, St. Joseph in Fort Collins and
St. Mary High School in Colorado Springs.
A signature piece in the exhibit will be a
replica of the first high school diploma
conferred in the Colorado territory in
PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY LORETTO SISTERS
1875 by St. Mary’s Academy, a girls’ school
established by the sisters in 1864.
A HISTORIC photo of the world“The diploma was granted to a woman,
renowned circular staircase at Loretto
Jesse Forshee, by Catholic nuns,” said SisChapel in Santa Fe, N.M.
ter Pena. “She herself became a Sister of
Loretto.”
BY JULIE FILBY
Another signature piece will include
What do the Colorado Coalition for the images of a world renowned circular
Homeless, Women’s Bean Project and St. staircase. The wooden staircase, with two
Mary’s Academy have in common? They 360-degree turns and no visible means of
support, was built in the Loretto Chapel
were all started by Sisters of Loretto.
Starting Sept. 16 the Loretto Communi- in Santa Fe, N.M., in 1880 by a carpenter
ty will highlight those entities—along whose identity remains one of the area’s
with the many other nonprofits, schools most prevalent mysteries.
“The staircase symbolizes the prayer
and ministries they have helped start or
life of the sisters,” Sister
founded since arPena explained.
riving in the ColLegend says a carorado territory in “It’s important to realize the
1864—with an ex- contributions religious women penter suddenly appeared on the last day
hibit at Denver
have made in this state and of the sisters’ novena
Central Library.
The exhibit con- this city. Not just the Loretto to St. Joseph, built the
tinues the year- Sisters, but the contributions staircase “without one
single nail,” then dislong jubilee celeof all religious women.”
appeared without pay.
bration of the order
–Loretto Sister Lydia Pena
The exhibit will fofounded on the
cus on five main areas
Kentucky frontier
of the sisters’ history and accomplishin 1812.
“It’s important to realize the contribu- ments: Kentucky and Santa Fe, Schools
tions religious women have made in this Still in Existence, Global Loretto, Colstate and this city,” said Loretto Sister Ly- orado Social Entrepreneurs: Peace and
dia Pena, curator of the exhibit. “Not just Justice; and Ordinary Women, Extraordithe Loretto Sisters, but the contributions nary Lives.
In addition there will be three presentaof all religious women.”
“Making a Difference in Colorado Since tions offered to the public: Oct. 21 award1864” launches to the public with a recep- winning author Margaret Coel will prestion from 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 16 and ent “Denver in 1864”; Nov. 4, Colorado
runs through Dec. 31. It will illustrate Historian Tom Noel and Denver City AuLoretto’s contributions to the state and ditor Dennis Gallagher will speak on “Sissurrounding area through more than 100 ters of Loretto in Kentucky, Santa Fe, Colphotographs, visual artwork, poetry, mu- orado and Wyoming”; and on Nov. 18,
sic, and memorabilia such as Loretto Loretto Sister Cathy Mueller, president of
the Loretto community, will share “Globbooks and publications.
“I think people will be pleased and very al Loretto.”
Presentations will be from 2 p.m. to
pleasantly surprised to see the nonprofits
we have founded,” said Sister Pena. “(The 3:30 p.m. and there is no charge to attend.
The Denver Central Library is located
exhibit) is also a great way to promote
at 10 W. 14th Ave. in downtown Denver.
Catholic education.”
At the invitation of Bishop Joseph The exhibit will be on Level 5, Western
Machebeuf and his successors, the Loret- History Art Gallery. There is no cost to atto Sisters have helped open 27 schools in tend the exhibit or the opening reception
Colorado including 10 that are still open Sept. 16. For more information, visit
today: Bishop Machebeuf High School, www.lorettocommunity.org or call 303Blessed Sacrament, Good Shepherd and 783-0450.
St. Vincent de Paul in Denver; All Souls
and St. Mary’s Academy in Englewood,
JulieFilby:303-715-3123; julie. filby@ ar
Havern Center for Exceptional Learners chden.org;www.twitter.com/ DCRegisterin Littleton, Holy Family High School in Julie

10 l

FINANCIAL: PERSONAL FINANCE

SEPTEMBER 5, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Researcher offers advice to couples on budgeting for happiness
BY CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY

You’ve selected the dress,
booked the church, and finalized the guest list. Now is the
perfect time to sit down with
your future spouse and address
one of the most important—
and often overlooked—aspects
of marriage preparation: setting
a household budget.
With fewer couples making it
to “death do us part,” the reasons behind the rising rates of

divorce may be increasingly financial in nature.
Jeff Dew, a researcher and
professor at the University of
Utah who has spent several
years studying the connection
between happy marriages and
couples who share finances,
says part of the problem is a lack
of knowledge about basic financial issues.
“As far as I know, there aren’t
any marital preparation programs out there that teach cou-

ples to budget prior to their
marriages and that emphasize
basic financial skills.”
Skills like how to draw up a basic budget, how to balance a
checkbook, and how to check
the accuracy of a credit report.
“If you’re not able to manage
your money as a couple, you’re
going to have difficulties in your
marriage. But if couples are able
to go into marriage knowing
what their financial resources
are, to look beyond the short
term of the cost of the wedding,
then they are able to start planning the financial picture for
their family,” Dew said.
In a study that surveyed recently-married couples, Dew
found that couples who paid
down the consumer debts
which they had brought into
marriage (credit cards, car
loans, student loans) were actually happier over time than
those couples who had assumed more consumer debt as
a couple.
He explained, “This was parPHOTO BY ROBERT LINN
ticularly true for couples who A RECENT study shows that couples who paid down the debts
started with no debt and then they brought into the marriage were happier than those who
assumed debt during their mar- assumed more consumer debt as a couple.
riage. It’s not necessarily a problem if you do bring debt into down your consumer debt as a marriage.”
your marriage, but if you pay couple, you’ll have a happier
Dew is hopeful that marriage
preparation courses and programs
will
catch
on.
“Anything that can really
teach couples—especially making a budget and understanding credit management—
would just be fantastic for couples who are considering getting married. I think people understand budgeting on a certain level, but in terms of credit
management, not a whole lot of
people understand how to
make sure their credit score
stays high, and all the benefits
that entails.
From getting a job to buying a
house, our credit is checked often, a reality which Dew worries
PHOTO BY ROBERT LINN

See Couples, Page 16
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‘Do whatever he tells you’:
Vocalist Danielle Rose

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY DANIELLE ROSE

DANIELLE ROSE at the Great Wall of China.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The story below continues an occasional series about people who have put
into action Mary’s counsel—and Archbishop Samuel Aquila’s episcopal motto—(“Do whatever he tells you,” John
2:5) in their own lives.
Putting her whole trust in God, musician and singer Danielle Rose is strumming her life to the beat of his will.
Her “yes” to him has taken her across
the globe, under the spotlight of the
stage, and into the silent contemplation
of a convent.
Whatever the sacrifices or fears, 32year-old Rose has strived to follow
God’s call in faithful abandon to the
Scripture verse John 2:5 when Mary, referring to Christ, instructed the apostles
to “Do whatever he tells you.”
“I love to reflect on that Scripture passage,” she said from her home in Los
Angeles. “When Mary spoke in that passage, she didn’t say ‘Do whatever they
tell you.’ She doesn’t say ‘Do what
everybody else tells you.’ It’s an invitation to a deep, intimate relationship
with Jesus in prayer to be able to hear
what he’s speaking to your soul and respond in obedience.”
She performed at Nativity of Our
Lord Parish in Broomfield Aug. 25 to an
enthusiastic crowd. Rose played solos
with the guitar, piano and violin and
joined a more than 30-member multiparish choir in singing inspirational
songs.
“I have not met anyone like her in my
life,” said Tad Koriath, director of music
at the parish. “She’s a remarkable presence.”
Rose’s call to music ministry began at
17 years old when she volunteered for
Blessed Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of
Charity in Delhi, India. The nun’s comment about the United State’s lack of
Christ inspired her to use her musical
gifts to alleviate its spiritual poverty, she
said.
After graduating from the University
of Notre Dame with degrees in music
and theology, Rose traveled the world
spreading the Gospel through story and
song. Her debut album, “Defining
Beauty,” was released in 2001 followed
by “Mysteries,” a collection of medita-

tions on the mysteries of the rosary. She
later recorded “I Thirst,” a tribute to
Blessed Mother Teresa. In 2007, she released “Pursue Me.”
But during this time, God was tugging her in a different direction.
A voice injury forced her into literal
silence and her concerts were suspended. It became clear that God was calling
her to discern with the Disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ, a Franciscan charismatic religious order.
“When God asked me to surrender
the music ministry, it was like he was
asking me to lay down Isaac,” she said
referring to another Scripture passage
(Gen 22:2). “I realized he was asking me
to give my whole life to him. There was
a peace that came in that, but I was
afraid because I didn’t know what that
was going to mean about this music
ministry.”
After two years of intense discernment, the community helped her see
God was calling her to resume life in the
world.
It was not a mistake, Rose said, but
just one step in the dance of God’s will
for her.
“It’s like God wanted me to be content and secure in his love for me in a
way that would equip my soul to be
able to say ‘yes’ in the next step,” she
said.
With a renewed heart, Rose left the
convent in 2009 and directed her music
ministry to raise money for the China
Little Flower project, a ministry for infants, disabled children and orphans,
which she learned about while in the
convent.
Today, God is calling her to love and
honor him through her music, she said.
“He reveals his path to us and we discover it one step at a time,” she said.
She is touring before the anticipated
release of her next album, “Culture of
Life,” this fall.
“In the end, the only thing that matters and the only thing that will bring us
fullness of joy is to please God alone by
being willing to obey what he’s asking
us, no matter the cost and no matter
the sacrifice,” she said.
Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
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Where do you find consolation after tragedy? At church, attendance shows
BY JULIE FILBY

Through the years people have
turned to God in the wake of
tragedies. They flock to churches
to pray, seek comfort in community, and regain hope in a time of
uncertainty. Two days after the
9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001,
four out of five people polled by
Harris Interactive said they were
likely to pray or attend religious
services because of the attacks.
Like the psalmist, those impacted by tragedy are often expressing gratitude to God for his
protection—“Lord, you brought
my soul up from Sheol; you let
me live, from going down to the
pit” (Ps 30:4)—and are seeking

healing.
Locally, horrific events such as
the Columbine High School
massacre in 1999, and recently
the shootings at Century Aurora
16 movie theater, have filled
churches with people looking for
peace and sometimes, answers.
“There is an increase in Mass
attendance after a tragedy that
affects a community,” Father
Martin Lally, pastor of Queen of
Peace Parish in Aurora, told the
Denver Catholic Register. “I remember after 9/11 we had a
noon Mass the actual day and it
was packed, then for several
weeks the regular Sunday Masses were more well-attended.”
He saw a similar type of response following the July 20
shootings at the Aurora theater
that is located just 2 miles from
Queen of Peace. At 5 p.m. the day
of the early-morning shootings,
about 1,000 people attended an
impromptu Mass there celebrated by Denver Archbishop
Samuel Aquila.
“On very short notice the
church was very full when the
archbishop celebrated Mass,”
said Father Lally. “And there is still
a slight increase in weekly attendance.”
Why are people drawn to God
at times of tragedy?
“I do believe people have good
hearts,” said Father Lally. “And I
think their first inclination is to
pray for those directly affected.”
Sympathy, combined with

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

QUEEN of Peace Church in Aurora was filled with 1,000 worshipers for a Mass July 20 following the Aurora massacre.
feelings of vulnerability, can lead
people to more fervent prayer.
“We live in such a violent
world,” he said. “And I think people are drawn to a connection to
the divine because they realize
(the violence) is out of our control.”
Some turn to God and ask:
Why?
“Because they’re struggling,
they want to make some attempt
at understanding why this would
happen,” said Father Lally.
Msgr. Edward Buelt, pastor of
Our Lady of Loreto in Foxfield,
said that in times of tragedy people come to church for one of
two reasons: either to ask,
“Where was God?” or to ask,
“Where will God find me?”
“Many leave or do not return,
feeling that either they haven’t
found God or that God hasn’t
found them,” he said. “Since God
has given his answer to evil in the
cross of Jesus, we will only find

God at the foot of the cross.”
That isn’t an easy or comfortable place to be, Msgr. Buelt said,
so some leave.
“Leaving or not returning is really just as tragic for that individual as the tragedy itself is for its
victims,” Msgr. Buelt said. “The
key for the Church is not simply
to invite people to come or to
stay, but to sit with them in the
pain of their own cross so as to
know the resurrection of Jesus.”
While God never desires to see
anyone suffer, he does permit
“awful things” to happen sometimes in people’s lives, explained
Anthony Lilles, associate professor of theology at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in
Denver.
“Our existence is on very precarious ground and sometimes
we forget that,” Lilles said. “We
can get so caught up in our daily
routine that we forget that the gift
of life is a very brief gift, granted

CVV

“These women truly want to
get back on their feet,” she
said.
The first glimpse of hope at
her worksite was all the confirmation Brabec needed to
know she had made the right
decision.
“I love people, and this is my
calling,” she said.
Espinoza and Brabec shared
their optimism and desire to
make a difference with their
fellow volunteers. The commissioning at St. Elizabeth’s
marked the beginning of their
journey with the CVV, but the
full meaning of the commissioning is even greater. It extends to the entire Denver
community. It is a call to turn
outward, to serve and be

From Page 3
their children. After graduating from the Catholic University of America in Washington,
D.C., Brabec faced a tough decision.
“It would’ve been easy to
just go right to grad school,”
she said, “but in college I saw
myself being very self-involved. I didn’t want to continue down that path.”
Brabec hopes that a year as a
Vincentian Volunteer will be a
turning point in her life. After
only a few days on staff at the
shelter, she has already been
touched by the lives of her
clients.

to us by God.”
Suffering can bring one closer
to God.
“Something about suffering
and very tragic and sad situations brings us back to that very
vulnerable, but beautiful, part of
our humanity,” Lilles said. “That
part of our humanity that relies
on God.”
To find hope, one may need to
dig deeper.
“A lot of people, after a tragedy,
hook together,” Lilles said. “The
tenderness of heart we have for
each other is a wonderful and
important grace, but it’s not
enough to give the human spirit
everything it needs to get
through this life.”
That’s when dynamically
preaching the Gospel is essential.
“It’s the truth that wins the
heart,” Lilles said. “The truth the
Church needs to give people in
times of crisis is Jesus, because
he’s the only one who can root us
in hope.”
There will always be violence,
tragedy and suffering, Lilles said,
and there will always be the
Gospel.
“Our community is not defined by horrific violence, terrible
sinfulness, or weaknesses or inadequacies,” he said. “What defines the community of northern
Colorado is the love of God.
“Of all the horrific things that
have happened, the love of God
has always been there for us. And
always will be.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;www.twi
tter.com/ DCRegisterJulie

COLORADO
VINCENTIAN
VOLUNTEERS
For more information
Visit:
www.covivo.org/flsh_app.htm
Call: 1-800-413-8778
Email: cvv@covivo.org

served by those living on the
margins, and to reflect deeply
on our lives as brothers and
sisters in Christ.
It’s an invitation to become
“companions on the journey.”
Cody Meinhardt is a former
volunteer with Colorado Vincentian Volunteers.
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Missy
From Page 1
so, so much.”
Then she and parents, Dick
and D.A., each stood at an exit
with one of her medals. Students were allowed not only to
see the medals, but hold them,
and snap a photo with Franklin.
“Her performance was truly
amazing,” said senior Luca
Evangelista following the rally.
“It was great how she represented our school and we’re all really
proud of her.”
Franklin spoke with the media briefly before returning to
class.
“I feel really awkward when I
have to go to things that are all
about me … (but) that was so
great and I think everyone had a
really good time,” she said,
adding that her favorite part was
an Olympics-inspired dance
number by Silent Thunder, a
group of girls’ division faulty
members, donned in RJHS
swim caps and goggles.
“I absolutely love them,” she
said. “The fact that teachers
would actually get up and do
that in front of the students
shows how close our school is.”
Franklin has welcomed the
return to school following the
intensity of the summer.
“My school’s my family,’ she
said. “At the Olympics you get so
immersed in what you’re doing
it can feel like ‘It’s that’ or the end

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

OLYMPIAN Missy Franklin
of the world.
“To (hear from friends) reminded me: ‘It’s OK, you have a
whole other life you get to go
back to.’”
In addition to swimming, her
life at Regis has included Anglophile (British) Club, advanced dance, journalism and
serving on a leadership team
that welcomes new students.
Franklin described last year’s
Kairos retreat and two-week
service project as two of the best
experiences of her life.
“Both … changed my life,” she
told the Denver Catholic Register
in an earlier interview. “I am so
thankful for Regis Jesuit, for they
have brought God and so much
meaning into my life.”
As a senior, she will be required to complete 85 service

hours: 60 during a two-week
service project and 25 on her
own serving the poor or marginalized. These projects, as well as
Masses, retreats and theology
classes have impacted her spiritual life, including a potential
conversion to Catholicism from
a Protestant faith.
“I am considering converting
to Catholicism,” she told the
Register in April. “(At Regis) I began to realize how important
God is in my life and how much
I love him and need him.”
Daily reflection has also
helped her maintain perspective.
“I find time at the end of every
day to reflect on what happened
that day,” she said, “and I keep a
journal.
“Those are my own ‘me moments’ when I just get to take a
few minutes.”
She looks forward to getting
back in the pool next week after
a month-long break and settling
into her new normal.
“I don’t think normal is the
same in anyone’s book,” she
said. “So right now I’m just creating my own version of my normal.”
Franklin traveled to the University of California Berkeley last
weekend for her first college recruiting trip, and plans to compete in the 2016 Olympics in Rio.

Back-to-school blessing

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila sprinkles holy water on the
school community at St. Vincent de Paul School, 1164 S.
Josephine St. in Denver, on Aug. 23.

Website
From Page 6

and “Youth.”
In recent decades one of its
most significant tasks of the
council has been the organization of the Church’s World
Youth Day, a global encounter
between young people and the
Roman pontiff.
The next such event will take
place next summer in Rio de
Janeiro when more than 2 milJulie Filby: 303-715-3123;
lion young pilgrims are expectjulie.filby@archden.org;www.tw
ed to make the journey to the
itter.com/ DCRegisterJulie
Brazilian metropolis. It is

hoped the website can be a key
tool in helping to organize the
meeting.
“We want to give information, first of all about the next
World Youth Day,” said Father
Eric Jacquinet of the Pontifical
Council’s Youth Section.
“But we also want to reflect
on youth ministry because
Pope Benedict is very attentive
to education, to the formation
of young people, so we try to
give them some materials to
think about this,” he added.
The Pontifical Council for
Laity website can be found at
www.laici.va.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Blue Mass: to honor law enforcement, firefighters and emergency
personnel at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception,
1530 Logan St., Denver. First responders RSVP by calling 303715-3156 or emailing
john.miller@archden.org.
Sept. 8: 4:30 p.m.
Aurora Parish Prayer Vigil: for
victims of the July 20 theater
shooting, conquering evil and for
emergency personnel. Vigil begins and ends with Mass at Queen
of Peace Parish, 13120 E.
Kentucky Ave. Aurora. Each Aurora parish will also hold 2 hours of
eucharistic adoration, Scripture
readings and the rosary. Call 303766-3800 or email Pastor@OurLa
dyofLoreto.org for details.
Sept. 14: 8 p.m. Mass
Sept. 15: 6 a.m. Mass
African Mass: held every third
Sunday at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St., Denver. Call
720-339-3482 for details.
Sept. 16: 1 p.m.

Northglenn. Group to meet the
first and third Thursday of the
month. Call 303-495-9501.
Sept. 13: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Bingo Night: at Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish, 3900 Pierce St.,
Wheat Ridge. Doors open at 6
p.m. Dinner included.
Sept. 14: 7 p.m.
St. William’s Fall Festival: at the
parish, 1025 Fulton Ave., Fort Lupton. Music, dancing, prizes and
games at this free festival. Call
303-857-6642 for details.
Sept. 15: noon-8 p.m.
Sept. 16: noon-5 p.m.
Catholic Medical Assocation
Meeting: at the JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Archbishop
Aquila to speak to the Denver
Guild about religious liberty and
conscience protection. Meeting
begins with rosary at 6 p.m. in
the Oratory of Our Lady of the
New Advent and 6:30 p.m. Mass
in Christ the King Chapel. All are
invited.
Sept. 19: 7:15 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Queen of Peace Festival: at the
parish, 13120 E. Kentucky Ave.,
Aurora. Food, games, crafts and
entertainment. Call 303-3640828.
Sept. 8: 1 p.m.-8 p.m.
Northern Colorado Catholic
Speed Dating: for ages 22-42 at
the Armadillo, 354 Walnut St.,
Fort Collins. Cost is $30. RSVP to
datecatholic@aol.com or 720309-5321. Visit www.denver
catholicspeeddate.com for details.
Sept. 9: 1 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way Catechesis: at St. James Parish, 1311
Oneida St., Denver. Held Mondays
and Thursdays in the parish hall.
Babysitting provided. Call 303322-7449.
Sept. 10: 7 p.m.
Lighthouse Women’s Center:
(formerly the Lighthouse Pregnancy Center) blessing and open
house at 3894 Olive St., Denver.
Archbishop Aquila will bless the
center. No RSVP required. All are
invited. Call 303-742-0828.
Sept. 12: 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Magnificat Moms Group: first
meeting at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish, 11385 Grant Drive,

Four-week Seminar on Aging: at
St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
4200 Federal Blvd., Denver. Issues such as caring for the sick,
grieving, writing a will and endof-life decisions will be explored.
Seminars held on Thursdays. Cost
is $30. Register by calling 303455-9090.
Sept. 6, 13, 20 & 27:
9 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
‘A Spirituality of Aging’ Seminar: with Father Pat Dolan at
Most Precious Blood Church,
2250 S. Harrison St., Denver. He
will give his perspective on aging.
Cost is $15. Call 303-756-3083 or
email macrina@mpbdenver.org
for details.
Sept. 9: 2 p.m.
Seminar with a Servite Order: at
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church,
3549 Navajo St., Denver. Servite
Secular Institute Regnum Mariae
will present on vocations to their
order. Call 303-455-0447.
Sept. 12: 2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Deacon Discernment Retreat:
for those considering the diaconate. Held by the St. Francis
School of Theology. Call 303-7153236 for details and to register.
Sept. 16
Church History Study: at St.
Mark Parish, 3141 W. 96th Ave.,

Westminster. The Great Adventure
Bible Series begins with the Bible
timeline on Tuesdays and
Matthew on Thursdays. Register
by calling 303-466-8720 or email
pat.zak@saintmarkcc.org.
Sept. 18: 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Sept. 20: 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Religious Freedom Lecture: by
Vatican reporter John Allen at
Regis University inside the St.
John Francis Regis Chapel, 3333
Regis Blvd., Denver. The topic is
“Religious Freedom: Catholic Discernment, Directives or Dictates?” Call 303-964-5715 for details.
Sept. 20: 7 p.m.
Couple Relationship Class: for
dating, engaged and married couples held Tuesday nights in Bonfils Hall on the JPII Center, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Informational night 7 p.m. Sept. 18 in Bonfils
Hall. Cost is $250 per couple.
Sign up for class at 303-715-3160
or phil.webb@archden.org.
Sept. 25-Oct. 30: 7 p.m.-9
p.m.
Retrouvaille Weekend: for couples in troubled marriages at the
Holiday Inn Hotel, 6900 Tower
Road, Denver. Cost is $200. Deadline is Sept. 21. Call 303-3288658 or visit www.helpour marriage.com.
Sept. 28-30

PILGRIMAGES
Christmastime pilgrimage led by
Bishop Michael Sheridan: to
Germany. Sponsored by the Colorado Catholic Herald. Trip includes daily Mass and visits to
historic landmarks. Cost is
$3,390. For details, visit www.
coloradocatholicherald.com.
Nov. 30-Dec. 8
Tour the Holy Land: with Father
Hugh Guentner of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Denver.
Cost is $2,749 Call 303-794-3747.
Jan. 22-31
Panama Canal and Caribbean
Cruise: with the Knights of
Columbus and Friends. Cost is
$3,584. Call 303-794-5459 or
email danddsaz@yahoo.com.
Feb. 16-26, 2013
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje, Austria & Poland: with Father Porter
and Father Kopczynski from
Blessed John XXIII University
Parish, Fort Collins. Cost is
$4,925. Contact 970-219-1560 or
medjpoland2013@gmail.com.
May 25-June 7, 2013
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City

CHRIST IN THE CITY

From Page 3
ters at Seton House in downtown Denver.
“I don’t think I have any choice but to
share Christ’s love with others,” said the
21-year-old North Carolina native.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila blessed
and reopened Seton House to the new
missionaries Aug. 15. Local government leaders, Christ in the City staff
and leading Catholics in the community gathered for the inauguration at 1840
Grant St.
“Let us ask the Lord to bless these
buildings, to cast out from them any
evil that may be present and that they
may truly become a place for Christ in
the city,” he said.
The program founded under the
leadership of former Denver Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., and
Catholic Charities’ president and CEO
Jonathan Reyes is now run by the
Christian Life Movement, a Catholic lay
ecclesial group.
Its nearly 30 missionaries and staff
moved into the old convent last month.
The facility was formerly used by
Blessed Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of
Charity to care for AIDS patients and
the homeless.
“Christ in the City will continue to
serve the poor and vulnerable by housing missionaries who go out to the
streets and minister to them,” said program director Yvonne Noggle.
Many of the college-aged men and
women will spend time working at area
ministries and contacting the poor to
enhance their God-given dignity.
Fort Collins native Brianna Mundhenke, 22, said she can’t wait to share
Christ’s love with the most vulnerable
of Denver, who they work with on a daily basis.
“I always end up stopping and hav-

Couples
From Page 10
many young couples aren’t aware of.
“Knowing how to manage their credit
and keep their score high has the power
to keep couples out of the kind of debt
that could shackle them.”
He is not alone in his concern. Dave
Ramsey, a nationally syndicated radio
host and bestselling author, has written
numerous books and articles on the top-

For more information
Visit: www.christinthecitymissiona
ries.com
Call: 303-952-9743
Email: yvonne@christinthecitymissio
naries.com

ing a conversation with someone,” she
said about ministering downtown.
Nebraska-native Rachel Bieker will
spend her weeks assisting The Gabriel
Project, a ministry for pregnant women
and moms, and the Mullen Home for
the Aged in Denver.
“I’ve always wanted to do some sort
of service work,” she said.
She will join all the missionaries in
holding a monthly lunch for the homeless at Denver’s City Park.
Some missionaries said they put
their plans on hold to join Christ in the
City.
“This is what the Lord has called me
to do,” said 18-year-old Olivia Bratton,
who committed to six months of service before attending the University of
Notre Dame.
Many said the ministry’s offering of
spiritual formation and educational
training drew them.
“It’s been great, even the one week
here,” Bratton said about living at Seton House.
The building will fit the missionaries’
needs by offering a setting to pray the
Divine Office, foster community and
attend Mass at nearby parishes, Noggle
said.
“It is a dream come true,” she said.
Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
ic. In his most recent title, “Total Money
Makeover,” Ramsey details his own descent into debt and eventual bankruptcy
not once but twice during his own young
marriage. His message for couples of all
ages is simple: don’t buy with credit, and
don’t incur debt.
Ramsey’s course, “Financial Peace
University,” is offered at churches and
community centers around the country,
and has helped thousands of families get
out of debt and take control of their financial futures.

