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The boys on the All Star basketball team pumped the basketball against the gymnasium
floor and leaped to make the
shot. The opposing team in
white gained the ball and ran
with gusto while the fans filled
the room with deafening cheers.
Some players may not have
heard the applause, but the excitement gleamed on their faces
and showed through their
hands.
The teams felt honored to be
playing last week at Good Shepherd School in Denver when
film crews captured the talents
and sportsmanship of the hearing-impaired youths.
“I think it’s really cool,” said
15-year-old Hunter Schultz,
who is deaf and has Dandy
Walker Syndrome, a brain malformation. “We get to give back
to the community by filming
this.”
Moments before the teams
played, a film crew scattered the
gym with hand-held cameras
and set the stage for the next
scene. Interpreters used sign
language to instruct some
youths about their next move.
“Basketball. Take one,” said
film crew worker Roger Davis
before shutting a movie clapperboard.
For 14 days FilmIt Productions filmed the players, coaches
and extras for a documentary
called “Spirit of Love,” produced
and directed by CEO Darla Rae.
The movie stars retired NBA
player Mike “Stinger” Glenn and
is inspired by his real life basketball camps for the deaf and hard
of hearing.
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CROWDS OF FAMILIES and students cheer and applaud before FilmIt Productions director Darla
Rae, center, and camera crews in the gymnasium at Good Shepherd School Aug. 8. Actors and
extras spent 14 days in Denver filming “Spirit of Love,” a movie about basketball camps for the
deaf and hearing impaired and their value to society. Proceeds from the film will benefit former
NBA player Mike Glenn’s basketball camps and area schools for the deaf.
He agreed to do the film to
raise awareness of the hearingimpaired community and recognize their value to society.
Basketball and all sports bring a
community together, he said.
“This gives them the opportunity to be recognized for the talent they have,” said Glenn, who
played in the 1970s and 1980s
for the Buffalo Braves, New York
Knicks, Atlanta Hawks and Milwaukee Bucks.
Growing up in the segregated
south, Glenn learned to play on
the court of the Georgia School
for the Deaf. There he learned

life lessons and skills that led
him to the NBA.
“They inspired me to want to
play,” he said while on set. “I owe
a debt of gratitude to the deaf
community.”
Years later he started the Mike
Glenn All-Star Basketball Camp
for the Hearing-Impaired, which
recently celebrated its 33rd anniversary.
His All Star team played in the
film and competed against other hearing impaired and hearing
boys and girls at Good Shepherd.
Alexei Taylor, 19, said the ex-

perience filming with the hearing impaired has been similar to
forming a new family.
“It’s awesome working with
these people,” he said. “My hope
is that viewers can see that
everyone can work together and
no one is different.”
Good Shepherd let the film
crews use their gym for a portion
of the filming.
“Good Shepherd has been really welcoming to us in using the
facility,” said Kristin Edwards,
production coordinator, who
prepared the crowd for filming.
Many extras and students

See Film, Page 17
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1223 - 1285 / Feast - August 23
This son of two noble families became a lay brother in the Servites and eventually a Servite priest.
In 1267, he was unanimously elected head of the
order. He also mediated a conflict between warring Guelfs and Ghibellines in northern Italy, assisted at a general church council and helped establish the Servite nuns’ order. When Pope
Clement IV died in 1268 and he was mentioned as a successor, Philip
reportedly hid in the hills until another man was chosen. He was canonized in 1671 and is the patron of a minor basilica near Florence.
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Colorado family steps into religious
freedom fight over HHS mandate
BY JEAN TORKELSON

On the Assumption,
Eucharist and hope
Today, throughout Italy people are celebrating. They’re
lighting fireworks, holding feasts and gathering for parades.
At the climax of their parades, a statue of the Blessed Mother, crowned with flowers, will be carried through the streets
of each village. She’ll travel under wreaths and arches of
flowers before cheering crowds. Finally, in parish churches
and great cathedrals, with a statue of Christ, she will be venerated.
The custom carries over to the United States in the Italian
sections of many cities. As a child I can remember participating in these celebrations in Cleveland with my relatives.
Today, is the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Today, the Church remembers that Mary, the
Mother of God, was assumed body and soul into heaven—to
spend eternity in the life of the Holy Trinity.
Mary’s Assumption points to our own salvation—to the
resurrection of our bodies and to our hope of eternity in the
inner-life of God. In Mary’s Assumption we celebrate the
salvation the Lord has given us.
The Assumption is a solemnity of hope.
For many Catholics the holiness of Mary seems foreign—
we think of Mary as perfect and we doubt that we can imitate her.
But Mary was without sin because she was a tabernacle of
the Lord—she carried within herself the body, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. At the same time she was a finite human being, with all the limitations of humanity.
We can imitate Mary—and become holy—by becoming
tabernacles of the Lord.
This Sunday the Church read a promise from our Lord
contained in the Gospel of John: “I am the living bread that
came down from heaven,” proclaimed Jesus, “whoever eats
this bread will live forever.”
The Eucharist is the great gift God gives us of his presence.
It is the path of our communion with God. The Eucharist
contains the body, soul and divinity of Christ. And so it is
the sacrament of hope.
When we consume the living bread we become tabernacles of God. He dwells within us. In that way the Eucharist
allows us to imitate the Blessed Virgin Mary. And her holiness, which once seemed so foreign, becomes accessible to
us.
Mary’s Assumption gives us hope that bearing God
through the reception of the Eucharist will draw us into eternity with God.
When Mary bore Jesus in her womb, her nature as a
woman was elevated to a sacred purpose. The same is true
of the eucharistic bread and wine: when it is transformed into the presence of Christ, its nature too is elevated to the sacred. And when we receive the Eucharist, we are elevated
ourselves into agents of the presence of God. Bearing God
in our bodies, through the Eucharist, makes us bearers of
the presence of Christ in our families and in our communities—the Eucharist transforms us into the mystical body of
Christ and thus makes us sharers in the life of the Trinity.
For this reason the Eucharist unites us to God and also to
one another. Receiving the Eucharist regularly strengthens
our bonds of communion. The Eucharist strengthens our
marriages—and elevates them to the supernatural. The Eucharist strengthens our families. It makes us one—connected by our deep connection to Christ.
Mary bore God and was assumed into heaven to share in
God’s life. Her Assumption demonstrates the truth of God’s
promise to us.
We too can carry the presence of God within us. Like
Mary, we too can share in the life of God forever.
In Italy and everywhere else, that is a promise worth celebrating.

For the Newland family, this
year’s 50th anniversary of Hercules Industries, the business
founded by their grandfather,
includes a more critical milestone: the Denver-based company has won the first round in
a nationwide legal battle to keep
the federal government from
forcing Americans to violate
their religious beliefs when providing employees mandated
health insurance.
PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY HURCULES INDUSTRIES
“Ultimately, we realized at the
THE NEWLAND FAMILY, from left: Jim, Andy, Paul and Bill.
beginning of the year that we
The
family’s Denver-based company, Hercules Industries, has
had a choice between violating
won an early round in the resistance to the HHS mandate that
the faith we use to operate our
businesses must provide insurance coverage of reproductive
business, and paying these cripprocedures, which include some that violate Catholic beliefs
pling fines,” Andy Newland,
and the sanctity of human life.
vice president of Hercules Industries, told the Denver bers, as the third-generation
Catholic Register. “Obviously, owners and operators of a busiREAD MORE
defending our faith was not a ness that promises in its misdifficult decision to make.”
sion statement to foster a comSee Archbishop Aquila’s Aug. 1
On July 27, federal district pany culture where employees
column: www.archden.org/in
judge
John
can grow “fidex.cfm/ID/8665.
Kane granted
nancially, inHercules InSee Bishop Conley’s column on
t e l l e c t u a l l y,
dustries a pre“We believe every
Page 3.
emotionally
liminary inand spiritualAmerican, including
See “Understanding the HHS
junction, the
ly.”
mandate’s August implementaevery
business
owner,
first such rulWhile Kane’s
tion” on Page 6.
ing in the should be able to live and decision only
country, which do business in accordance applies to Herprotects
it
cules Indus- question whether Obamacare
with one’s faith.”
from the provitries, it’s been can be used to violate religious
—Andy Newland
sions of the sohailed as a freedom, and this court recalled
HHS
hopeful sign soundingly said that it cannot,
mandate while
that other ju- at least for the time being, for
the case progresses. The ruling risdictions may also affirm the this family.”
shields the company from the religious freedom argument.
Across the country, private
federal Department of Health House Speaker John Boehner companies and religious-based
and Human Services order forc- called it a “major victory.”
institutions are challenging the
ing employers to provide insurIf the HHS mandate prevails, HHS mandate either in court or
ance coverage of abortion-in- any company or institution that in the public arena. Currently
ducing drugs, sterilizations and refuses to provide certain abor- filed are 24 lawsuits involving 84
other contraceptive services— tion-inducing, sterilization or separate plaintiffs. About 50
all violations of principles that contraceptive medical services Catholic institutions have sued,
affirm the sanctity of human could face millions of dollars in as have a number of private
life.
fines. Hercules Industries em- companies.
Kane said in his ruling that ploys about 300 people, has ofFor Andy Newland and his
the government’s arguments fices in roughly a dozen cities, family, the decision to fight was
“are countered, and indeed out- and is one of largest manufac- easy.
weighed, by the public interest turers and wholesalers of heat“This is all very simple,” Newin the free exercise of religion.”
ing, ventilation and air condi- land said. “We believe every
For the Newlands, religious tioning equipment in the west- American, including every busifreedom is more than an ab- ern United States.
ness owner, should be able to
straction. Andy Newland and
“This is a monumental deci- live and do business in accorhis immediate family are active sion,” said Matt Bowman, attor- dance with one’s faith. If you
members of St. Thomas More ney for Alliance Defending Free- firmly believe in that principle,
Parish in Centennial. He joins dom, the legal defense firm that defending that freedom is really
his father, aunt and two uncles, took the Newlands’ case. “This the only step you can take.”
as well as other family mem- is the first court to tackle the
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Seton House gets new life as
headquarters for Christ in the City

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

Now is the time to act
on the HHS mandate

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

CHRIST IN THE City missionaries do yard work in the courtyard of Seton House last week in
Denver. Nearly 30 missionaries moved into the former convent that sat vacant for more than
three years. The missionaries will be commissioned by the archbishop to care for the homeless.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Inside the overgrown Spanish-façade building set among
a posh downtown neighborhood, clusters of two to four
young men and women unpacked their suitcases and exchanged spirited greetings.
The old Seton House in Denver is their new home.
“It’s like a castle,” said Hillary
DeRose of Arizona.
Nearly 30 missionaries from
across the country moved into
the former convent at 1840
Grant St. last week where they
will begin their work serving
the homeless through Christ in
the City, a Catholic program
that combines spiritual and
academic formation with service.
Christ in the City’s program
director Yvonne Noggle said it
was searching for a new building where its missionaries
could live and train together.
“With this new location we
can do more ministering on
the streets to the poor and extend our services,” she said.
“It’s perfect for us. God had his
hand in this.”
Seton House, a convent built
in the 1920s, has three floors of
living space with a chapel,
commercial-sized kitchen, living rooms, a dining room,
multiple bathrooms and
enough space for up to 40 missionaries.
The antiquated building
with checkered floors and high
ceilings will offer the right setting for the missionaries to
form community, pray the Divine Office and gather for

meals, Noggle said. Its location
is also ideal for their work
spent in daily contact with the
poor and attending Mass at either Holy Ghost Church or the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, only a
few blocks away.
“In the line of work we do, it’s
crucial that we’re in the same
area as the homeless,” Noggle
said.
Christ in the City’s move is
welcomed by Msgr. Thomas
Fryar, pastor of the Cathedral
Basilica, which owns the property.
“In some ways it’s probably
an answer to prayers on both
sides,” Msgr. Fryar said.
For more than three years
the property sat vacant. It
quickly became a burden to
the parish, which had sought
to find a buyer after the Missionaries of Charity moved to
another location in January
2009.
The property was mostly unused except the north wing of
the building, formerly the
Cathedral High School, which
is occupied by Grant Street
Studios. A company called
Karis Community occupied
the convent for a few months
this year to care for the mentally disabled. The adjoining
brick and graffiti-marked Oscar Malo Jr. Memorial Hall was
used briefly by an evangelical
church, which the city forced
out because of code issues, he
said.
“We struggled for three-anda-half years trying to deal with
that and could not find a buyer
that would be able to give us

CHRIST IN
THE CITY
When: 5:30 p.m. today
What: Commissioning Mass
Where: Cathedral Basilica,
1530 Logan St., Denver
Open House and Tour
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Seton House, 1840
Grant St., Denver
RSVP: info@christinthecity
missionaries.com

the value of the property and
make it functional for their
use,” Msgr. Fryar said.
With a steep sum needed to
renovate and bring the buildings into compliance with city
code, the Cathedral Basilica
took offers to purchase the
property, which included applications for demolition.
The Cathedral Basilica was
hopeful when Sagebrush Capital offered to build a luxury
mid-rise, but their plans were
foiled when preservationists
learned the building could be
demolished.
Neighbors banded together
under Capitol Hill United
Neighbors along with Historic
Denver and Colorado Preservation Inc. to save the building
by applying for historic designation. The groups posted a
history of the buildings online
and sought support for its
“Save Cathedral High” Facebook page.

See Seton, Page 7

In 1620, as many of us know, the Mayflower pilgrims came
to the Americas to practice their religion freely and to seek a
brighter future.
Shortly thereafter, beginning in the 1630s, recently arrived
British and Irish Catholics flocked to the colony of Maryland
for much the same reason, to practice their religion freely.
By the 1670s, European Jews were moving to Charleston,
S.C., where the state constitution guaranteed religious liberty
for “Jews, heathens, and dissenters.”
In recent years, nearly 40,000 people have annually applied
for asylum in the United States, many seeking protection
from religious persecution.
The United States has a long and proud history as a safe
haven for religious liberty. I pray that this country will continue that noble history. But earlier this month, religious liberty
in the United States suffered a serious blow.
On Aug. 1, the so-called HHS contraceptive mandate took
affect for most employers in the United States. Although the
mandate does not yet affect Catholic churches or institutions
due to a one-year grace period, Catholic business owners are
now required to provide contraception, sterilization, and
quite possibly abortion coverage in their employee insurance
plans. Neither religious obligation nor the dictates of conscience are legally respected by this policy.
In anticipation of the mandate, many Catholic business
owners have asked me how they should respond to the new
law. Some have expressed concern about the penalties imposed upon their business and employees for violating the
law which could easily amount to hundreds of thousands of
dollars per year.
Individual Catholics, too, have asked whether they can
morally participate in insurance programs that now offer
contraception and sterilization.
This week, the ethicists of the National Catholic Bioethics
Center, led by Dr. John Haas, have outlined four possible responses to the HHS mandate:
The first is to comply and assent willingly to the law. Dr.
Haas rightly explains that Catholics have an obligation to oppose unjust laws. Merely assenting to a law that mitigates religious freedom and supports the evil of contraception runs
counter to Catholic moral teaching. This response is morally
unacceptable and constitutes “formal cooperation” in sin.
The second and third options are to either provide morally
acceptable insurance coverage or to drop all insurance coverage for their employees. Both of these options would leave
employers subject to considerable fines by the government,
fines that could easily run close to 1 million dollars annually,
depending on the number of employees in the business.
Additionally, in justice, providing no coverage would require an increase in salary to employees to compensate for
the added costs. Although these options are morally licit, they
would be impractical. The potential financial harm would
put many livelihoods in total jeopardy.
The fourth option, Haas suggests, is for employers to comply temporarily, and under protest, while using every legal
means of recourse against these unjust laws. This option,
“compliance under duress,” would not constitute immoral
compliance with law—but real opposition to the HHS mandate must be registered. In 2014, when health care law
changes again to provide health care exchanges, employers
would need to drop morally objectionable coverage.
Unless Catholics continue to fight in the courtroom, in the
voting booth, and on our knees in prayer, religious liberty in
the United States will quickly erode and fade into the annals
of our history. Now is the time to protect the legacy that began the American experiment. Now is the time to bring religious freedom to the forefront of the American legal system
once more.
To read Dr. Haas’ entire ethical reflection on the responses
to the HHS mandate go to: http://www.ncbcenter.org/document.doc?id=450&erid=0.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Five great motets
The Church’s liturgy has inspired great choral music for centuries. Unfortunately, that part of Catholicism’s cultural memory
has been somewhat misplaced in recent years. One reason why is
the widespread misapprehension among liturgists that 21st-century congregations can only “hear” music of the Andrew Lloyd
Weber genre. (One memorial acclamation I heard recently was
straight out of the “Les Mis” playbook, the only difference being
that the Lord, not Cosette, was the ditty’s alleged subject.) Experience, however, proves that congregations respond gratefully to
great music, and there are few classical forms that are better suited to the Roman rite than the motet.
Herewith, then, five wonderful motets, each within the capabilities of a parish serious about its choir and its music, with which
to begin the Great Choral Revival:
“Sicut cervus” (Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina). Palestrina, the
great master of Renaissance polyphony, also hit the trifecta of
Renaissance choirmaster appointments, serving in Rome as
maestro de capella at St. Peter’s, St. John Lateran, and St. Mary
Major. This limpid setting of the Vulgate’s Psalm 41, verse 1, displays Palestrina’s genius at its most accessible and radiant. “Sicut
cervus” is especially appropriate for Masses in which the texts
stress the divine gift of the Eucharist, the Church’s longing for
which is so often symbolized by the yearning deer of the psalm.
“If Ye Love Me” (Thomas Tallis). Tallis had the difficult task of
keeping his musical head on his shoulders during the Elizabethan persecution of the Church in Tudor England. But Elizabeth I was so taken with his music, and that of William Byrd, that
she not only spared these two publicly professed Catholics martyrdom; she gave them a lucrative patent on printing and publishing music. “If Ye Love Me” is, technically, an anthem, not a
motet (a vocal composition based on Scripture), as the text—the
communion antiphon for the Sixth Sunday of Easter in Year A
(John 14:15-17)—is in English rather than Latin. Irrespective of
the musicological definitions, however, Tallis’s composition is an
example of English choral music at its most expressive, and “fits”
well throughout the liturgical year.
“Ave Verum” (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart). Written in 1791
while Mozart was completing “The Magic Flute,” his most “Masonic” opera, this setting of a 14th-century eucharistic hymn
(perhaps written by Pope Innocent VI) is widely and rightly regarded as one of the most beautiful pieces of music ever composed. Whatever Mozart’s relations with Enlightenment Freemasonry, it strains credulity to think that a non-believer could have
written the “Ave Verum.”
“Ubi Caritas” (Maurice Duruflé). Duruflé, who was born in
1902 and died during the second Reagan administration, was a
highly self-critical composer, a musical perfectionist. And in “Ubi
Caritas,” he got it exactly right. Taking an ancient Latin text (which
scholars believe dates to the first Christian centuries), he preserved the essentials of the hymn’s origins in Gregorian chant and
complemented them with a manifestly modern composition, yet
one in complete harmony with the Roman Church’s musical tradition. I can’t say that I like his well-known “Requiem” as well as
Gabriel Fauré’s, but the Duruflé “Ubi Caritas,” which is especially
fitting for Holy Thursday but is appropriate in a variety of liturgical seasons, ought to be a staple of parish music programs.
“O Magnum Mysterium ” (Morten Lauridsen). Before I discovered the music of Morten Lauridsen, you would have had a hard
time convincing me that great music could be produced out of the
University of Southern California: great running backs, obviously;
but great chorale music? Well, there it is: U.S.C. professor Lauridsen, whose Danish background suggests a Lutheran heritage, has
mined the hymn texts of both the Roman Missal and the old Roman Breviary for some splendid works, of which my Desert Island
Discs choice would be this setting of one of the responsories for
the pre-conciliar Matins of Christmas. If your son or daughter has
been in a high school choir in recent decades, you probably know
Lauridsen’s “O Nata Lux,” the frequently performed third part of
his cycle “Lux Aeterna.” Both “work” liturgically, but to my mind,“O
Magnum Mysterium” is the nobler composition.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Aug. 5th: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Proverbs 9:1-6
• Psalm 34:2-7
• Ephesians 5:15-20
• John 6:51-58
Synopsis: A proverb is a
short, easy to remember couplet of practical wisdom.
“Proverb” is a translation of
the Hebrew verb mashal,
which means to rule or govern. The purpose of a proverb
is to help us govern our lives
by wisdom so that we can
flourish and be happy. In the
first reading “wisdom” is depicted as a woman who invites
the simple and those who lack
understanding to a sumptuous banquet. Her “house” is
supported by “seven pillars.”
In the Bible, “seven” represents holiness and perfection.
“Seven” also stands for the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, temperance, courage,
faith, hope and charity. This
reading sets the stage for the
Gospel where the Eucharist is
Wisdom’s banquet and Jesus is
“the living bread that comes
down from heaven.” The reading from Ephesians nicely
compliments the first reading
by contrasting “wisdom” and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

True treasure
I appreciated reading Donna Davis’ comments in Letters to the Editor in the July 18
Denver Catholic Register (regarding the story, “Discalced
Carmelite nun professes final
vows”). I was blessed to have
been present at the holy Mass
and profession of Sister Elizabeth Marie. I count the experience as one of the most
treasured moments of my life.
We are truly blessed to have

“folly.” Wisdom involves more
than knowledge. Wisdom involves understanding the will
of God and living “in a manner
worthy of the Lord” (Col 1:10).
This week’s Gospel continues
the Bread of Life discourse in
John 6. Jesus doesn’t simply
associate the “bread of heaven” with himself in an abstract, ethereal sort of way. The
Eucharist, in other words, is
not merely a symbol. Jesus is
the bread of heaven: solid and
indivisible: “My flesh is true
food,” he says, “and my blood
is true drink.” In the Gospel we
hear an echo of John 1:14:
“And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, full of
grace and truth” (John 1:14).
“Word” (Greek: logos) is the divine wisdom which became
incarnate in Jesus Christ.
God’s wisdom is thus no
longer distant and abstract,
but is a person “in whom we
live, and move and have our
being” (Acts 17:28).
Key verse: “For my flesh is
true food, and my blood is true
drink” (John 6:51).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “‘Daily’ (epiousios)
occurs nowhere else in the
New Testament. Taken literally, ‘epi-ousios’ (super-essential), refers directly to the
Bread of Life, the Body of
Christ, the ‘medicine of immortality,’ without which we

the Carmelite community in
our neighborhood and in the
state of Colorado.
I keep the picture of Sister
Elizabeth Marie from the
Denver Catholic Register on
my desk as a daily reminder
that we are all called in our
own way, to live the words of
our Lord: “Go, sell what you
have and give to the poor and
you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow
me” (Mark 10:21).
Roberta A. Hartman
Littleton

have no life within us” (No.
2837).
Pope Benedict XVI: “St.
Jerome’s Vulgate translates the
mysterious word epiousios as
supersubstantialis (i.e. ‘supersubstantial’) thereby pointing
to the new, higher ‘substance’
that the Lord gives us in the
Holy Sacrament as the true
bread of our life” (“Jesus of
Nazareth,” Vol. 1).
Life application: Knowledge
is one thing, wisdom quite another. There are lots of smart
people around, but too many
of them don’t use their intelligence for good. They might be
highly educated, but lack
moral intelligence. They lack
wisdom. You don’t have to be a
genius or have an advanced
degree from a prestigious university to be wise. But you do
need to have faith. As Proverbs
says, “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom”
(1:7). The “super-substantial”
bread which we receive in the
Eucharist is Christ himself in
whom “are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Col 2:30).
James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes of
the Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters may be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Aug. 15: Inauguration and blessing of new headquarters for Christ in the City, Denver (2 p.m.); Mass; Feast of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.)
Aug. 18: Welcoming Mass for the Hispanic community, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
(6:30 p.m.)
Aug. 19: Mass, St. Joan of Arc Church, Arvada (11:30 a.m.)
Aug. 22: Blessing of new headquarters for Regina Caeli Clinical Services, Littleton (1 p.m.)
Aug. 23: St. Vincent de Paul School blessing, Denver (1:30 p.m.)
Aug. 25: Mass, Catechetical Congress, Renaissance Hotel, Denver (11 a.m.)
Aug. 26: Vespers, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.), followed by Mass (6:30 p.m.)

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Aug. 15: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
Aug. 18: Mass, Mother of God Church (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
Aug. 19: Mass, Mother of God Church (7 a.m.)
Aug. 22-28: No public schedule for Bishop Conley
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

C. They pecked at his feet.
D. They harmed his eyes, and eventually he
became blind.

Scriptural sleeping
and dreaming

E. NOTA

BY PETER WESTHOFF

4. What did Delilah do to Samson while he
slept that took away his strength?

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.”

August 15 is the Assumption of the Mother
of God. In the Eastern rite it is called the
Dormition (going to sleep) of the Blessed
Mother. Though Mary’s Dormition is not
recorded in the Bible, many acts of slumber
are. This quiz will consider sleep and
dreams found in Scripture.

A. Had a blindfold put over his eyes.
B. Had him bound with rope.
C. Had his hair shaved off.
D. Had tattooed on his arm “I love Delilah.”
E. NOTA
5. When the great storm struck the ship in
which Jonah was fleeing from Nineveh,
Jonah was sleeping in the hold. What did
the captain command of Jonah upon awakening him?
A. Jump into the sea.
B. Call upon your God.

1. God cast a deep sleep on Adam and took
from him:

C. Get on deck and row.

A. the homesteading rights to the Garden
of Eden

E. NOTA

B. the desire for the forbidden fruit

6. Who had a dream about Jesus that
prompted the dreamer to give a warning to
Pilate?

C. a rib

D. the canoe he used to travel on the Euphrates River

D. Put on sackcloth and sit in ashes.

A. Herod

E. NOTA

B. The Centurion

2. As Jacob slept on his stone pillow, he
dreamt that angels were ascending and descending this:

D. Mary, the wife of Clopas

C. Claudia, Pilate’s wife
E. NOTA

A. a long rope

B. scaffolding
C. the Tower of Babel
D. a statue with feet of clay
E. NOTA

7. In Mark’s account of Christ’s calming of
the storm, before he reveals his power over
elemental forces, Christ slept in the boat
with his head resting on a:
A. cushion
B. life preserver
C. anchor

3. What did birds do to Tobias as he slept
at the base of a wall?

D. fishing net

A. They built their nest in his hair.

E. NOTA
1. C, 2. E (a ladder; sometimes translated as
a staircase), 3. D, 4. C, 5. B, 6. C, 7. A,

B. They shielded him from the sun’s rays
with their wings.
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Understanding the HHS mandate’s August implementation
BY NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Although Aug. 1 was a key date in
implementation of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act, it simply marked the first
possible date when health
plans could be required to cover eight new preventive services for women—including all
Food and Drug Administration-approved contraceptives.
But most Americans saw no
change in their health insurance that day, because their
plans renew on another date or
are covered by a one-year
“temporary enforcement safe
harbor” or a “grandfathering”
provision that delays changes.
The requirement to provide
contraceptives free of charge
has prompted an outcry by
Catholic leaders and others
who object to the mandate on
moral grounds and see it as a
violation of their religious freedom (see “Catholic family
steps into religious freedom
fight over HHS mandate” on
Page 2).
Catholic leaders do not oppose the other mandated preventive services for women,
which include well-woman
visits, breast-feeding support
and counseling, and domestic
violence screening and counseling.
Those services “pose little or
no medical risk themselves,
and they help prevent or ameliorate identifiable conditions
that would pose known risks to
life and health in the future,”
Deirdre McQuade, assistant director for policy and communications at the bishops’ Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities,
pointed out in 2011 to an Institute of Medicine panel charged
with making recommendations to HHS.
But the use of prescription
contraceptives “actually increases a woman’s risk of developing some of the very conditions that the ‘preventive

services’ ... are designed to prevent, such as stroke, heart attacks and blood clots,” she
added.
The contraceptive mandate
does not apply, however, to
plans that are “grandfathered”—those that have remained substantially unchanged since March 23, 2010,
in terms of benefits, co-pays,
deductibles and employer contributions—or those covered
by what the U.S. bishops and
others fee have said is a narrowly drawn religious exemption.
There also is a one-year
“temporary enforcement safe
harbor” for nonprofit organizations that oppose the contraceptive mandate for religious
reasons but do not fit the exemption. After the safe-harbor
period ends, these employers
will have to cover contraceptive services.
Grandfathered plans can
keep that status if they make
only routine changes, including cost adjustments to keep
pace with medical inflation,
adding new benefits, making
modest adjustments to existing benefits, voluntarily adopting new consumer protections
under the new law, or making
changes to comply with state
or other federal laws.
The Department of Health
and Human Services has estimated that up to 87 percent of
the 133 million Americans who
get their health insurance
through large employers (those
with 100 or more workers) and
80 percent of the 43 million
who work for small employers
remained in grandfathered
plans in 2011. The numbers go
down to about 66 percent for
large employers and 51 percent
for small employers in 2013.
Of the roughly 17 million
people who get the health insurance through the individual
market, HHS estimates that 40
percent to two-thirds will
change plans within a year and

CNS PHOTO/ NANCY PHELAN WIECHEC

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL in Washington, founded by the Daughters of Charity in 1861, is pictured
in a Jan. 30 file photo. August 1 was a key date in implementation of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. The requirement to provide contraceptives free of charge has prompted an
outcry by Catholic leaders and others who object to the mandate on moral grounds and see it as
a violation of their religious freedom.
will therefore not have a grandfathered plan.
Even grandfathered plans
have to abide by certain requirements of the Affordable
Care Act; they must have no
lifetime caps, must not drop
insured people if they get sick
and must extend parents’ coverage to their young adult children up to age 26. Most grandfathered plans also are not permitted to exclude children with
pre-existing conditions from
coverage or to set annual limits
on coverage.
The federal government has
exempted from the contraceptive mandate only religious organizations that meet four criteria—it “has the inculcation of
religious values as its purpose;
primarily employs persons
who share its religious tenets;
primarily serves persons who
share its religious tenets; and is
a nonprofit organization” un-

der specific sections of the Internal Revenue Code.
That definition applies only
to a relatively small group of
churches and some schools associated with them, but not to
the many Catholic hospitals,
social service agencies and institutions of higher education
that serve and employ people
of many faiths or none.
To be eligible for the temporary enforcement safe harbor,
an organization must self-certify that it meets three criteria:
— It “is organized and operates as a nonprofit entity.”
— “Because of the religious
beliefs of the organization,” it
has not provided contraceptive
coverage in the health plan or
plans to it offers to employees
at any time since Feb. 10, 2012.
— It has notified employees
that contraceptive coverage
will not be provided under the
plan for the first plan year be-

ginning on or after Aug. 1,
2012.
Each organization must document that it meets the criteria
by filing a certification with
HHS.
But Cardinal Timothy M.
Dolan of New York, president
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, said the yearlong “safe harbor” simply
means that the Obama administration “is saying that we have
a year to figure out how to violate our consciences.”
The exception also leaves
out for-profit companies headed by owners who oppose providing contraceptive coverage
to employees, as well as individual workers who don’t want
their health insurance premiums used to provide contraceptives to others. So the court
battles in various parts of the
country will continue on.

LCWR announces decision to continue to dialogue on Vatican assessment
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

ST. LOUIS (CNS)—Members
of the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious announced Aug. 10 at the close of
their four-day assembly in St.
Louis that they will continue to
dialogue with Church officials
about the Vatican’s doctrinal assessment of their organization.
LCWR’s outgoing president,
Franciscan Sister Pat Farrell,
said the group’s leaders would
begin dialogue with Seattle
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain,
who is charged with overseeing
the group’s reform. He attended
the organization’s board meet-

ing the following day.
Sister Farrell said LCWR
members hoped its leaders
would have “open and honest
dialogue” that would lead to
greater understanding and to
greater opportunities for
women to have a voice in the
Church.
She said the officers would
“proceed with these discussions as long as possible but
would reconsider if LCWR is
forced to compromise the integrity of its mission.”
Archbishop Sartain said that
along with LCWR’s, he remained “committed to working
to address the issues raised by

the doctrinal assessment in an
atmosphere of prayer and respectful dialogue.”
“We must also work toward
clearing up any misunderstandings, and I remain truly
hopeful that we will work together without compromising
Church teaching or the important role of the LCWR,” Archbishop Sartain said in a statement released Aug. 11 after his
meeting with the LCWR board.
“I look forward to our continued discussions as we collaborate in promoting consecrated
life in the United States.”
In its assessment issued in
April, the Vatican Congregation

for the Doctrine of the Faith
said a reform of LCWR was
needed to ensure its fidelity to
Catholic teaching in areas including abortion, euthanasia,
women’s ordination and homosexuality.
Nine hundred sisters attended the St. Louis meeting, which
included several closed sessions where members discussed how they would respond to the Vatican’s doctrinal
assessment.
At the start of the Aug. 7-10
meeting Sister Farrell announced that this gathering
would be “like no other” because of the particular focus on

the doctrinal assessment.
At the close of the assembly,
Franciscan Sister Florence Deacon, president-elect, was to
succeed Sister Farrell. Sister
Carol Zinn, a Sister of St. Joseph,
was chosen president-elect.
The gathering was the first
time the organization had assembled since the assessment
was released April 18. The organization’s canonical status is
granted by the Vatican.
In the final days of the meeting security near the ballroom
where discussions were taking
place became tighter, preventing anyone from even being
outside the doors.
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Franciscan Sister Bornhoft brought
Quest youth program to Denver
BY JULIE FILBY

between 1943-1973, teaching
middle school and high school
Sister Elizabeth Bornhoft, a students at several Catholic
sister of St. Francis of Assisi for schools in Wisconsin.
71 years, died July 17 in
During that time, she also reBatesville, Ark. She was 90.
turned to the northern plains
More than 30 years of her of Colorado to teach at St. Anministry were spent serving the thony in Sterling and St. John
Archdiocese of Denver, much the Baptist in Longmont.
of that time
In the midworking with
‘70s, Sister Elizayouth. Long time
beth left the
friend, Third Orclassroom
to
der Franciscan
work in religious
Julia Von-Evig of
education, pasConifer, descrtoral care and
ibed her as a
with
youth
“beautiful mirror
groups in the
of the Church.”
dioceses of Col“Sister Liz was
orado Springs
a wonderful reand Pueblo beflection of the
fore returning to
Church in her
the Archdiocese
charity, humility SISTER Elizabeth Bornhoft of Denver in the
and authenticilate ‘80s.
ty,” Von-Evig said. “She really
She was known for having a
lived a Franciscan lifestyle of significant impact on youth in
poverty, simplicity and hon- coordinating the Luke 18 and
esty.”
Quest programs.
Sister Bornhoft was born
Sister Bornhoft brought the
Imelda Elizabeth on Nov. 12, Quest youth program weekend
1921, to George and Catherine retreats to Denver after she exBornhoft in the small town of perienced a Quest weekend
Stoneham, on the northeastern while attending St. Louis Uniplains of Colorado. She said versity in the early 1980s. As of
from the age of 15 she knew she 2007, there had been 50 Quest
was going to be a “missionary weekends in the Denver Archfor Jesus.”
diocese, catechizing hundreds
During her senior year of of teens.
high school, that call to reli“She had a great devotion to
gious life was realized following Quest; to the kids,” said Vona visit from Franciscan sisters Evig who assisted her with the
to the small town of Stoneham. program for many years. “She
She joined the order in 1941. was always the first one up in
When she received her habit in the morning and the last one to
1943 she took the name Sister bed (at the retreats).”
Mary Nathaniel, then eventualVon-Evig attributed Sister
ly returned to her middle name Bornhoft’s ability to reach peofrom baptism “Elizabeth.”
ple, particularly those who
Sister Bornhoft received a were troubled, to her compasbachelor’s degree in history, sion and willingness to listen.
English and education from
“She could connect with
Cardinal Stritch College in Mil- people who were having a hard
waukee, Wis., in 1955, and a time … she made them feel like
master’s degree in education in they had a voice,” she said.
1970. She spent some 30 years,
“She was very gentle, loving,

Seton
From Page 3
Sagebrush
subsequently
dropped the contract and the
application for historic status
was withdrawn.
“They are buildings that are
past their practicality and past
their prime,” Msgr. Fryar said.
“It’s fortunate for us at this
point that we’re still able to
find someone that’s able to use
them as they are.”
Cathedral High School was
closed in 1982 because of
dwindling student enrollment.
The convent was used for 20
years by Blessed Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity
who originally cared for those

with HIV/AIDS and later
homeless women until their
charism was no longer suited
for the developing area. Noggle said it’s a privilege for
Christ in the City to continue a
history of missionary work
there.
“It’s an honor to be in the
line of work of those before
us,” she said.
Christ in the City is expected
to sign a one-year lease.
Archbishop Samuel Aquila
will bless and inaugurate the
facility for the missionaries today before celebrating a Mass
and reception.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa

Christ-like,” Von-Evig continued. “She celebrated every person she knew for their individuality … and made them feel
special.”
In a journal entry, Sister
Bornhoft expressed her gratitude for serving the Church as
a Franciscan sister.
“I have been most blessed by
giving my life to Jesus as a professed sister,” she wrote, “and
have come to feel his presence
in my very being, desiring
everyone else to experience his
love in their own way.”
She is survived by her sister,
Cecelia Orosz, and several
nieces and nephews. The congregation of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Assisi held a memorial Mass for Sister Bornhoft at
the convent chapel in St. Francis, Wis. July 23. Following a funeral Mass in Arkansas, she
was buried at the Orosz Family
Tree Cemetery on family land
in Highland, Ark.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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‘DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU’

An Episcopalian priest converts to Catholicism
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The first in an occasional series about people who have put
into action Mary’s counsel—and
Archbishop Samuel Aquila’s
episcopal motto—(“Do whatever he tells you,” Jn 2:5) in their
own lives. The following piece
profiles James Cavanagh, 57, director of Evangelization and
Catechesis for metro-area
parishes of the Denver Archdiocese.
Even when he was dean of an
Episcopal cathedral, James Cavanagh saw himself in fundamental accord—if not communion—with the Catholic
Church.
“People would ask, ‘What’s
the difference between the
Episcopal Church and the
Catholic Church?’ and I would
say, ‘I don’t know.’ Superficially,
they seemed similar.”
The hard part came when he
finally grasped how wide the
chasm was between the two
communions. Could he make
the leap to the Catholic Church?
Did he even want to?
“For me the biggest obstacle
was—How am I going to make a
living? I’m married and have a
teenage daughter. Our sustenance depends on my job. I

church, and that church is in
communion with the successor
of Peter.”

Step-by-step instructions

PHOTO BY JEAN TORKELSON/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

JAMES Cavanagh
couldn’t abruptly say, ‘I’m
done.’ So, OK, Lord, you got to
help me here … right, Lord?”
It was the equivalent of giving up one’s dream job, pension
plan included. What’s more, he
had the spiritual conviction
that his commitment to the
Episcopal priesthood had left
an indelible mark on his soul.
“This is where the Lord intervened,” he said. “Much as I
loved the Episcopal Church and
being a priest, he showed me
there is only one, holy, apostolic

In Cavanagh’s case, his journey to the Catholic Church
came in a series of directions
from the Lord. He and his future
wife, Caroline, met while both
worked for the National Forest
Service in their native California. As they explored where to
hold their wedding, the two
non-practicing Episcopalians
met a fine Episcopal priest, Father Max, who urged them to
give church a chance.
Cavanagh gave it more than a
chance—he became an Episcopal priest in 1988. Success followed, including the deanship
of the cathedral in Fond du Lac,
Wis. Inclined toward Catholic
spirituality, he studied the
saints, read Pope John Paul II,
and even occasionally prayed
the rosary. He also became intrigued with the writings of
John Henry Newman, the great
19th-century Anglican whose
conversion sparked a historic
landslide of Anglicans into the
Catholic Church in England.
“Then,” he said, “I got myself
a copy of the Catechism (of the
Catholic Church). That was the

beginning of the end.”
Meanwhile, the present-day
Episcopal Church (the Anglican
branch in the United States),
was in an epic struggle to allow
homosexual unions and personal interpretations of Scripture. Cavanagh noticed something.
“Whenever the Episcopal
Church came to a fork in the
road and had to decide
whether to follow tradition, or
to innovate and follow the culture, 100 percent of the time it
followed the culture.”
Troubled,
Cavanagh
stepped back from his leadership role as a dean and took a
less visible post as chaplain at
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church in
Boulder.
The call to Catholicism kept
getting stronger. Caroline and
their daughter, Madia, leaped
first, in 2004. Cavanagh followed a year later.
He learned that Mary’s
counsel—doing what the Lord
told him to do—wasn’t necessarily easy. For one thing, he
weighed the Catholic priesthood (a vocation which Rome
has made possible for married
Episcopal priests) but discerned that its dual commitments to family and church

was not God’s will for him.

God’s providence
However, as a former, devout
Episcopal priest, he finds attending Mass as a layman has
given him a unique perspective.
“I believe I understand the
priesthood as a layman and
have come to a much deeper appreciation of what it means to be
part of the priestly people of
God,” Cavanagh said. “I also appreciate the challenges pastors
face.”
And his livelihood? His exit as
an Episcopalian dovetailed
providentially with finding his
present job with the Denver
Archdiocese.
So, the outcome of following
Mary’s advice?
“You can trust God,” Cavanagh said. “He’s going to take
care of you. One of my own issues is that we live in a very materialistic culture and for a man
my age, I’m kind of a failure. But
the Lord says, ‘I understand how
you feel. Just remember what’s
important. Seek first the kingdom of heaven and everything
else will be yours as well.’”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Father Kemberling to receive 2012 Serra Salute award for fostering vocations

PHOTO COURTESY ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH

FATHER MICHAEL Rapp stands with Father Andrew Kemberling
at St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial after Father Rapp celebrated his first Mass there, his boyhood parish, after being ordained a priest in May 2010.
BY JULIE FILBY
ly been ordained to the priesthood, plus two from the
The 2012 Serra Salute dinner, church’s
Neocatechumenal
sponsored by the Serra Trust Way communities; two to the
Fund for Vocations, is set for diaconate, and three women
Sept. 14 at Pinehurst Country have professed vows as reliClub in Denver. This year’s hon- gious sisters. In addition, 10
oree for his work in fostering parishioners are in formation
vocations is Father Andrew for the priesthood, one for the
Kemberling, pastor of St. diaconate, and five more have
Thomas More Church in Cen- applied for diaconate formatennial.
tion.
“Father Kemberling is a
“We really take seriously that
priest first, who loves his voca- a vocation is a gift,” explained
tion and therefore has directed Father Kemberling. “It’s a gift
a great number of young peo- from God, from families and
ple to theirs,” said past Trust from a community. My job as a
chair, Lucy Kane.
pastor is to take care of that gift
According to the parish, … it needs to be nurtured and
three parishioners have recent- fostered.”

The parish employs a multilayered system of supporting
vocational calls, with the clearest being eucharistic adoration.
“Any parish that has eucharistic adoration fosters vocations,” said Father Kemberling. “I believe since we have
been doing that it’s been an important factor in our stewardship of vocation.”
The annual Called By Name
program allows parishioners to
nominate someone they recognize as being called to religious
life by listing them on a form
collected during Mass. Father
Kemberling then follows up
with each individual.
“When you hear a vocation
call, it may be for you, your son,
daughter, niece, nephew,” he
said. “Once you have it, don’t
lose it … take care of it, as with
any gift from God.”
The parish has two traveling
chalices to encourage praying
for vocations: one that circulates in the school, and one
available for parish families to
have in their homes.
“It really institutionalizes
how important it is to pray for
vocations,” he said.
Another layer involves the
mission, goals and objectives in
the pastoral plans of the parish.
“Each commission needs to
report how they accomplished
the objective of vocation

awareness,” he said.
The parish hires high school
interns during the summer in
the youth department, to give
teens a chance to see what
youth ministry is “really like.” In
addition, they hire at least two
sacristans, and these individuals are required to have a vocational interest.
“I joke: ‘If you enjoy sausage,
you’ve got to find out how
sausage is made,’” he said with
a laugh. “You might not want to
eat it when you find out how it’s
made.”
For additional saturation,
prayers for vocations are said at
Mass, and are included in the
parish newsletter and bulletin.
Father Kemberling was selected from several nominees
provided by Serra Clubs
throughout the Denver Archdiocese. The Arizona native has
served at St. Thomas More
since 2000. A former Benedictine priest, he was incardinated
into the archdiocese in 2002.
He attended the University of
Arizona where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts
and a master’s in art education.
He received a master of divinity
degree at St. John’s University in
Collegeville, Minn., and was ordained in 1988.
The Serra Trust exists to provide financial assistance to
men and women in formation

DID YOU KNOW?
On April 14, Father Andrew
Kemberling, pastor of St.
Thomas More Parish in Centennial, was invited to lead the
opening prayer at the 2012
Colorado Republican State Assembly and Convention in the
Magness Arena at the University of Denver. There he said
the moral challenges facing
the country are not caused by
political affiliation, but rather
by attacks on religious freedom; and he encouraged all
people of conscience to uphold
religious freedom. The invocation has garnered significant
national attention including
more than 1 million views online and recognition on the
Glenn Beck radio program July
17. To watch the video, visit
stthomasmore.org/parish-clergy/video/invocation

for the priesthood, diaconate or
religious life. The Serra Salute
begins at 6 p.m. Tickets are $75
each and can be purchased by
calling 303-671-3012 by Sept. 7.
Pinehurst Country Club is located at 6255 W. Quincy Ave. in
Denver.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Deacon shares advice on grieving the loss of a child
LOSS OF A CHILD
Cry: Crying is common outlet
for grief; cry as much and as
often as needed.
Time: Do not try to cut the
grieving process short.
Change: The loss of a child
changes a parent’s world. Realize you can still make choices
and have control over your life.

PHOTO CNS PHOTO/JOE AMON,POOL VIA REUTERS

THERESA HOOVER, mother of Alexander J. "A.J." Boik, hugs
her son Wil at Boik's funeral Mass at Queen of Peace Catholic
Church in Aurora, July 27. Boik was one of the victims of a July
20 shooting when a gunman killed a dozen people and injured
many more during a midnight showing of the new Batman
movie "The Dark Knight Rises."
BY JULIE FILBY

The loss of a child at any
age, under any circumstances,
is said to be the most profound pain an individual can
suffer. Many of the 12 funerals
that followed the July 20
shootings at Century Aurora
16 movie theater were
arranged by grieving parents.
Parents, who seemingly not
that long ago, had welcomed
these children——from age 6
to 51, most between 18 and
32—into the world.
“But God plans our destinies
He calls each to eternal rest
in His time
Perhaps with potential unfilled
With plans not completed
Their time is cut short.”
These words were penned
by Deacon John Thunblom,
76, who serves at Queen of
Peace Church in Aurora, less
than two miles from the theater. Deacon Thunblom, himself, experienced the pain of a
life cut short when 13 years
ago, he and his wife Elaine lost
their son Erick, at age 29.

Grieving
“I’m not guessing” at the
kind of pain families are going
through, he told the congregation during a homily two days
after the shootings. He knew
firsthand.
“I know how I felt,” he said
referring to his grief after his
son’s death. “And while I can’t
know (exactly) how they feel,
certainly it’s something like
what my wife and I felt.
“There’s no greater pain.”
Being a large parish of 7,500
families, and in close in proximity to the movie complex,
many from the Queen of
Peace community were impacted by the events at the Aurora theater, or were somehow

connected to someone who
was. Deacon Thunblom’s personal experience has influenced his preaching and his
ability to empathize with
those who are suffering.
In a prayer service for
parishioner A.J. Boik, 18, who
died in the shootings, he
shared a message of forgiveness to help deal with the
pain.
“You’re filled with a lot of
emotions and one of them
might be hatred,” Deacon
Thunblom said. “The first
thing that you’ve got to do is
let that go; as a first step to
healing, a first step to forgiveness.
“You’re not going to feel
complete until you can forgive.”
He cautioned family members and friends, including
Theresa Hoover, mother of
Boik, whose funeral was held
at Queen of Peace July 27, to
recognize there is no timeline
for the process.
“I said to Theresa: ‘Right
now everybody’s around you,
and in a week or two there will
be very few around you,” he
continued. “That’s when the
reality sets in.
“Know that you’re going to
have rough times,” he shared,
adding that he believes the
possibility of closure is a misconception.
“They talk about closure, ya
know,” he said. “There’s no
such thing. It’s not like I closed
the door and have forgotten it
happened.”
He said what does transpire
is a mellowing.
“You mellow out,” he said.
“You go from a moment-tomoment, day-to-day thinking
about it—to something that
comes up on occasion.”
Deacon Thunblom, who
regularly assists with inter-

Guilt: It is normal for a parent
to feel guilty, or helpless, at
the death of a child. If it gets
worse, seek professional help.
Honor life: Sharing stories of a
child’s life can be healing.
Special dates: Honor dates
such as birthdays, holidays and
anniversaries.
Gender differences: Recognize
men and women grieve differently.
Therapy: Do not try to manage
the pain alone, seek counseling
and support.
Depression: Sadness and grief
can be crippling. For feelings of
depression or suicide, seek
help from a doctor.
Family: At a child’s death, all
family members grieve. Keep
in mind siblings and other relatives who are suffering.
Support: Friends, family and
co-workers will want to know
how they can help. It is essential to accept help.
Faith: Ask God for comfort,
strength and wisdom. Ask others for their prayers.

ments at Mount Olivet Cemetery, said he never leaves the
Wheat Ridge cemetery without visiting his son’s grave.

Remembering
In an interview with the
Denver Catholic Register—
from his office filled with family photos of Elaine, Erick,
children Christopher and
Marianne, and four grandchildren—Deacon
Thunblom
chooses not to share the circumstances of Erick’s death,
and in this way intentionally
focuses on his life.
“How someone lived is
what’s important,” he said. “I
want to remember that he was

a poet, scholar, a Phi Beta Kappa, thespian, and he played
the piano.
“Let’s remember him for all
of that.”
Similarly, those parents who
lost children July 20 will remember them for their love of
swimming, movies, travel,
hunting, sports, art and family.
Three of the “children” who
died that morning were parents as well, leaving behind
eight children of their own.
Deacon Thunblom encouraged others to offer support to
those who are grieving “but offer it gently,” not intrusively,
by assuming to know what
they need.
“Ask them or a family member what they need,” he suggested. “… and stay away from
clichés like ‘He’s in a better
place’ or ‘I know how you
feel’—because you don’t.”
Let them talk “if you can get
them to,” don’t ever tell someone “they’re going to get over
it,” and recognize that men
and women tend to grieve differently.
“My wife withdrew and I
busied myself,” he said. “I
needed to be busy.”
One of the ways he not only
busied him, but also healed,
was through poetry. In the
work he wrote a year and a
half after his son’s death,

“God’s Time,” he closed with
words that relay the hurt only
a parent could feel, and only
God can heal:
“Our tears are for our own
hurt
Our children rest in God’s
arms
Eternal peace is their reward
But the hurt of our loss
lingers
Thy will be done.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Former Julia Greeley Award winner
Hanna Nevin marks 100th birthday
Faith, charity marks
life of centenarian,
widow of Catholic
philanthropist
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Since she was a little girl,
Hanna Nevin knew who to turn
to for aid.
Without a mother or father to
take care of her, a nun once told
her not to worry—Mary would
be her surrogate mother in
heaven.
“My Blessed Mother has always helped me,” she said.
At 100 years old, that hasn’t
changed.
“My faith is very strong. I
have always had tremendous
dependence on the Blessed
Mother, and I have a great devotion to the Sacred Heart,”
Nevin said inside her son’s
home in Aurora.
On Aug. 10, family and
friends celebrated the centenarian’s birthday and a life defined by acts of charity and devotion to the Catholic faith. She
overcame years of hardship to
serve the Denver community
through her nursing profession. The widow of Catholic
philanthropist Thomas Nevin,
she gave her life in service to
others.
“I did enjoy my life. The thing
about it was I always felt so fortunate that I was able to graduate from training as a nurse and
help other people. That was my
goal in life,” she said.
An aunt she lived with for
many years inspired her to be-
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HANNA NEVIN
come a nurse, she explained.
She watched her take sickly babies home and nurture them to
health.
“She was always helping
someone,” Nevin said.
After graduating from Cathedral High School in Denver in
1930, Nevin began nurse train-

“I always felt so fortunate
that I was able to
graduate from training
as a nurse and help other
people. That was my goal
in life.”
—Hanna Nevin
ing and in 1933 worked at Mercy Hospital and Denver Health
in the Tuberculosis center.
Nevin recalled that the food
served at the nurses training
was terrible. A person once donated a truckload of bananas,
which the nurses ate all day,
she said.
“We had bananas morning,
noon and night. If you want to
offer me a banana I’ll say, ‘No
thank you,’” she said with a
laugh.
During the hardest days of
the Dust Bowl in the 1930s,
Nevin was hired by the Work
Progress Administration, a relief initiative created by President Franklin Roosevelt.
She went on to work at several Denver hospitals and volunteered for the Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor and the
American Red Cross program
for the blind. She established
the Catholic Nurses Association and co-founded the Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Guild,
which provided free health
services for the poor. At age 50,
she furthered her education in
Montana. After a 45-year-career in nursing, she retired in
1973.
Nevin’s career followed a
time of hardship.

She was born in Santa Fe,
N.M., and came to Denver with
her parents by stagecoach
when she was 5. An only child,
her father died when she was 8
years old. Her mother became
a domestic live-in and Nevin
was sent to live with a series of
relatives.
Inside her son’s cozy and
nicely decorated home, Nevin
talked about her Irish roots and
her family’s strong Catholic
faith.
“They had a great deal of
spirituality in their lives,” she
said.
Prayer quickly became a
daily habit for her while she
attended St. Joseph School in
Denver. At the school, she was
once teased for her Irish name,
Hannah, and decided to
change it.
“I took the ‘h’ off of the end
and my mother never forgave
me,” Nevin said with a chuckle.
In 1937, she married Norman
Johnson and they had two
sons. Later, as a widow, she
married Thomas Nevin, whom
she had dated briefly after high
school. He was a widower with
three children.
“I never thought I’d get married again, but I did. My mother was pleased because she always thought Thomas was a
wonderful man and he was,”
she said.
As a successful real estate
businessman, Thomas, with
his wife’s support, gave 50 percent of his earnings to the
Catholic Church. Together they
led many charitable causes and
performed works of mercy.
In 2007, Nevin was honored
with the Julia Greeley Award
given by the Catholic women’s
group ENDOW, an acronym for
Educating on the Nature and
Dignity of Women. The nonprofit, dedicated to teaching
women about Pope John Paul
II’s “new feminism,” recognized Nevin’s rise above her difficult childhood to become a
nurse, wife and mother. Julia
Greeley was an ex-slave known
for her acts of charity in Denver.
“I have been truly blessed,”
Nevin said at the award ceremony. “I think that Julia, although she had much misfortune, always found someone
that needed some help, which
she was able to give and I think
that’s true of all of us.”
Today, the barely 5-foot-tall
woman spends her time painting and reading.
Her secret to longevity, her
family told the Denver Catholic
Register, is keeping a sharp
mind and remaining active.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Tips for grandparent ‘parents’
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MORE THAN 5.8 million children live in their grandparents’
homes and more than 2.5 million grandparents have taken on
the responsibility for raising these children without the children’s parents living with them, according to AARP. CNS
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
caregivers are overwhelmed
with the situation they face. You
WASHINGTON (CNS)—The are not alone. It’s important to
expression “over the river and ask for help.”
through the woods to grandThe agency lets grandparents
mother’s house we go” is be- know about and connects them
coming less true for many to available resources through
American children because of- schools, faith-based organizaten their grandparents are right tions and local government
there in their home and in- programs.
creasingly, they are even taking
Other Catholic Charities
on the role of parents.
agencies also provide support
According to figures from the to grandparent caregivers
AARP, more than 5.8 million through meetings and semichildren live in their grandpar- nars. In Boston, the Catholic
ents’ homes and more than 2.5 Charities agency sponsors the
million grandparents have tak- group “Grandparents as Paren on the responsibility for rais- ents” which offers a confidening these children without the tial help line with access to inchildren’s parents living with formation and referrals, group
them.
support, and informational
Grandparents or other rela- workshops and seminars. The
tives as the primary caregivers program also offers assistance
are often called “kinship care- with legal, financial, housing,
givers” raising children whose and health care concerns, as
parents cannot, or will not, care well as child care, education
for them because of substance and respite care.
abuse, illness, death, abuse or
Catholic Charities in Brookneglect, economic hardship, in- lyn, N.Y., provides a similar supcarceration, divorce, domestic port group called “Grandparviolence, or other family and ents as Parents Again.”
community crises.
The federal government and
Although the number of AARP have outlined many of
grandparent caregivers has in- the available resources for parcreased significantly in the past enting grandparents at these
decade, the task has not neces- sites: http://www.usa.gov/Topsarily become any easier. And ics/Grandparents.shtml and
just because grandparents have http://www.aarp.org/relationalready raised children doesn’t ships/friends-family/info-08mean they are naturally 2011/grandfamilies-guide-getequipped to do this again in to- ting-started.html.
day’s world when they are likely
The AARP guide notes that it
to have less energy and more can be overwhelming for senpersonal health concerns than iors to be “unexpectedly thrust
they did decades ago.
into the role of being their priOne way for these grandpar- mary caregiver.” It urges grandents who are parenting again to parents to first focus on basic
make their job easier is to con- needs, such as finding a place
nect with other grandparents in to the child to sleep; providing
the same situation. AARP pro- food, clothing, and any medicavides a grandparent support lo- tion, getting the right kind of
cator—http://www.giclocal- equipment, such as a stroller,
support.org/pages/search_for
car seat and crib for young chilm.cfm. Many local Catholic dren and getting as much inforCharities agencies also provide mation about school and other
support for grandparents in activities for older children.
this role and can connect them
The site also advises
to available resources.
grandparents in this new role to
The website of the Northwest talk with the key people in their
Senior Services of Catholic grandchildren’s lives, such as
Charities of Chicago notes that teachers, pediatricians, school
“many grandparents or relative social workers, and lawyers or

child welfare professionals who
have been involved with the
grandchild to find out about
schedule details, possible resource materials or available
services.
The federal government site
provides a detailed listing of
available resources and publications and it also links readers
to a site offering general tips for
grandparent caregivers such as:
— Read to younger children
daily.
— Keep immunizations upto-date.
— Provide nutritious foods.
— Set a good
example
by
calmly working
out disputes,
especially with
the
grandchild’s parents.
— Monitor
television,
movie, music
and computer
use by grandchildren.
— If a grandchild has special needs, seek
out services as
soon as possible.
And last, but
certainly not
least, the site
advises grandparents
to
make
their
grandchild feel
loved and important.
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Eight Catholic schools to start year with new principals
on having a catechesis for students and for families—it’s
such an important piece of
Catholic education. My goal is
to help everyone grow, not just
in academics, but spiritually as
well.”

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE NEWEST principals at Catholic schools gather before the
start of the school year. From left: Bernadette Hensen, Tate Hallahan, Sister Marirose Rudek, Mary Ellen Chavez, Sister Mary
Rose Balappa, Glenda Oliver and Sister Mary Rose Lieb.

BY JEAN TORKELSON

Eight Catholic schools of the
Denver Archdiocese are welcoming new principals this academic year. They spoke recently with the Denver Catholic
Register.

Name: Sister
Marirose
Rudek, R.S.M.
School: St. Clare of Assisi,
Edwards
Hometown: Newburgh, N.Y.
Education: Bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, University of
Denver
Service: 11 years in education

“My mom is a teacher, so education has always been part
of my family background. I

love working with young people, and did a lot of informal
teaching when I was younger.
So when I became a (Religious
Sister of Mercy of Alma, Mich.)
and was asked to go into education, it was not a sad thing
for me! I studied to be an English teacher, and wanted to go
into secondary education because I was interested in working with older students and in
being able to teach them their
faith as part of their development.
“I love Catholic education so
much, and the Holy Father has
designated this year as the Year
of Faith, so one of my goals as
principal is to help educate the
whole community. I really believe we are a community of
learners. I would like to focus

Name: Sandra Howard
School: Assumption, Denver
Hometown: Durban, South
Africa
Education: Bachelor’s degree, Edgewood College of Education, Pinetown, South
Africa; Master’s degree, University of Phoenix
Service: 24 years in education
“I have always loved teaching. It’s what I wanted to do
since I was young and I never
doubted my choice. Right from
the beginning I always enjoyed
being around children and
sharing my knowledge, and
learning from them as well. To
see the looks on their faces
when you share knowledge
with them and see that they
understand, and to develop a
relationship with them, is
priceless.
“I was a principal for fourand-a-half years before this, at
Presentation of Our Lady
(Denver). My goal as principal,
then and now, is to foster a
sense of community at the
school; to give the kids a great
education and help them enjoy
being where they are; and to
help them develop their faith
life.”
Name: Tate Hallahan
School: Holy Trinity School,
Westminster
Hometown: Denver and
Thornton
Education: Bachelor’s degree, Colorado State University,
Fort Collins; Master’s degree,
University of Phoenix
Service: 10
years in education
“I believe in
service to humanity, and I
believe that
one of the
greatest gifts I
received growing up was education from
my teachers. I
had some very
inspirational
teachers,
which really
changed how I
viewed
the
world and how
I interacted
with people. I
wanted to pursue a career
that allowed
me to give
back to peo-

ple, and to serve and teach
them. To me, this is not just a
career, but my vocation.
“My goal as principal is to
help Holy Trinity recognize
that it is a beautiful, supportive
community. With a little bit of
direction and focus I believe
we can turn the school into a
premier school for Westminster that supports Catholic
identity and encourages enrichment, offers many afterschool programs and gives
parents a place to contribute
their ideas and talents. My immediate goal is to focus on
reading and writing and collect
that data to share with parents,
the archdiocese and the wider
community so that we can
constantly test and improve
our effectiveness.
Name: Sister Rose Mary Balappa, O.L.M.
School: St. Joseph, Fort
Collins
Hometown: Bangalore, India
Education: Bachelor’s degree, Georgian Court University, Lakewood, N.J.; Master’s degree, Fordham University, N.Y.
Service: 12 years teaching, 5
years as principal
“My third grade teacher was
also my principal and she inspired me to be a sister (Sisters
of Our Lady of Mercy) as well as
a principal. It’s what I wanted
to give to the world—to teach
and to learn. I am constantly
learning and living out my
faith and religious belief. I
want to teach the Gospel to the
kids and to teach them to live
it.
“My goal as principal is to
make one community and to
make this a faith-filled year. I
want the (school) community
to be faith-filled and to be closer to Jesus, to the St. Joseph’s
(parish) community, and to the
families. And I want to improve
the academics.”
Name: Bernadette (Detty)
Hensen
School: Christ the King,
Denver
Hometown: Denver
Education: Bachelor’s degree, Newman University, Wichita, Kan.; Master’s degree,
Regis University, Denver
Service: 12 years in education
“Teaching is actually my second career—for many years I
worked in health care administration for a Denver hospital
system. While subbing at Notre
Dame Catholic School I fell in
love with teaching, and I am a
strong advocate of Catholic education. I am a product of
Catholic schools, I educated
my children in Catholic
schools, and I value the focus
on formation of the whole

child, academic and spiritual.
“My goal this year is to listen
and to learn about the community that I am going to
serve. I want to be totally open
to whatever gifts and challenges I am presented with at
Christ the King.”
Name: Mary Ellen Chavez
School: Presentation of Our
Lady, Denver
Hometown: Denver
Education: Bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, University of
Colorado; Principal’s license
from University of Denver
Service: 30-plus years in
teaching and administration
‘
“I love working with children,
and now, in Catholic schools, I
want to impart my faith, my
Christian and Catholic values,
to help the students spiritually
and academically. As a bilingual teacher in Denver Public
Schools for more than 30 years,
and as an administrator—I was
assistant principal for 15
years—I learned how to manage a building and run a school,
and how to be an instructional
leader. I have also worked in a
lot of lower-income Hispanic
schools. I am actually one of
those Hispanic kids myself, so I
know we can succeed if we really try. My goal as principal is to
help increase enrollment and
to succeed in building a strong
community for parents and
student learners—and to be
there to support them.”
Name: Glenda Oliver
School: St. Stephen, Glenwood Springs
Hometown: Aspen and
Basalt in the Roaring Fork Valley
Education: Bachelor’s degrees, University of Northern
Colorado, Greeley; Master’s degree, Western Governors University, Salt Lake City, and Regis University, Denver
Service: 17 years in education
“I always wanted to be a
teacher, although I got a little
dissuaded by some honors
English classes—still, I always
knew I wanted to do something with kids and books.
Then, after I had my own children, we would sit around with
friends and other young parents and lament about education today. We were all very
worried about where to send
our children to get a good education and we kept saying, ‘If
only somebody would do
something about it!’ Then it hit
me—‘Wait a minute, I am
somebody!’ I decided my mission was to become part of the
solution.
“As principal I hope to help
build a bridge between our

SeePrincipals, Page 17

BAC K-TO -S C H O O L l 1 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l AUGUST 15, 2012

‘Something for everyone’: Trove of
new Bible, catechism classes to start
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The Denver Catholic Biblical School
is celebrating its 30th anniversary this
fall with the largest offering of courses
in its history—more than 40 classes
spread throughout the archdiocese,
with curricula that ranges from all 73
books of the Bible to the Catechism of
the Catholic Church.
“There is something for everyone,”
said Ben Akers, director of the
Catholic Biblical School and the Catechetical School. “We are trying to offer
a variety of classes to meet the desires
and needs of the people in the Archdiocese of Denver.
“It’s exciting to be offering this as
part of the Year of Faith proclaimed by
the Holy Father. He has said that faith
should affect all aspects of our lives,
and these classes are an opportunity
to live our faith more deeply.”
In addition to its regular gallery of
classes, the Biblical School has added
seven new first-year classes to its fouryear curriculum. Meanwhile, the Catechetical School has added several
more locations to its popular two-year
curriculum, “Pillars: A Journey
Through the Catechism.” In addition,
the school has added five brand new
courses on topics not offered before.
(See box for details.)
The two schools, which came under
the same institutional roof about five
years ago, reflect compatible but different curricula. Students at the Biblical School spend four years studying
the Old and New Testaments. Students
at the Catechetical School spend two
years learning the teachings set forth
in the catechism. While those distinctions may seem obvious, the schools’
coordinated format, disciplined curricula, and high-teaching quality has
become a national model. The Archdiocese of Detroit, for example, has attracted several hundred students to its
new school, which is based on Denver’s model.
What’s more, this fall the Denver
school also opens a satellite presence
in the Diocese of Colorado Springs.
Until now, the school has offered one
class per year there, but by popular
demand, there will now be five new
classes in three locations. As in Denver, all the teachers have advanced degrees in Scripture and/or theology.
“The people in Colorado Springs
had their appetites whet,” Akers said.
“They were hungry for the word of
God and they wanted the school to
have a larger presence there.”
The fall schedule for both schools
intentionally reflects historic milestones in the universal Church. Pope
Benedict XVI has proclaimed a yearlong Year of Faith observance to start
Oct. 11. That month also marks the
50th anniversary of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council. Plus, it’s the
20th anniversary of the publication of
the first universal catechism in more
than 400 years.
While each school has its own call-

BIBLICAL,
CATECHETICAL
SCHOOL COURSES
All classes start in September.
Information/Registration: call 303715-3195 or visit www.sjvdenver.edu
BIBLICAL SCHOOL
Four year program
Cost: $580 per year
First year: Story of Israel
Second year: Story of Jesus and the
Church
Third year: Prophets of the Old Testament
Fourth year: Wisdom literature of Old
and New Testaments

CATECHETICAL SCHOOL
Two year program
Cost: $465 per year
Title: “Pillars: A Journey Through the
Catechism”
Visit: www.regonline.com/pillars
NEW COURSES
Weekly, September to May
“Foundations of Catholic Social
Teaching”
Visit: www.regonline.com/socialteac
hing
“Vatican II: The Spirit’s Gift to the
Church”
Visit: www.regonline.com/vatican
“The Art of Living: Mastering the
Virtuous Life”
Visit: www.regonline.com/artofliving
“Catholic Art and Culture”
Visit: www.regonline.com/catholicart
“Practical Catholicism: Biblical Apologetics for Key Catholic Teachings and
Practices”
Visit: www.regonline.com/apologetics

ing, their goals are the same, Akers
said.
“We have been entrusted with the
educational formation of the laity
within the Archdiocese of Denver. We
are trying to fulfill that by offering all
these different classes, which promote
the mission of getting the knowledge
of the faith out to the people in the
pews.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
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Deacons mark 25, 20 years of ministry to the church

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL Aquila poses for a photo with deacons who are celebrating 25 years of
ordination. Many have spent their time in the ministry serving the faithful of the Denver Archdiocese at parishes and through other ministries. They were honored Aug. 10 at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Northglenn.

BY NISSA LAPOINT

city and county of Denver.

August 10, the feast of St.
Lawrence, deacon-martyr, was
Deacon Day in the Denver Archdiocese. Deacons observed the
day with Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Samuel Aquila and
a dinner at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church in Northglenn.
Profiles of deacons marking 20
and 25 years of ministry follow.

Deacon Dominic DeProfio
The Lord has worked in mysterious ways in Deacon Dominic DeProfio’s life.
After 12 years of discernment, he was ordained to the
diaconate and became a chaplain at St. Joseph Hospital.
“Basically, being by the bedside of the sick is the most rewarding for me just knowing
that they’re not left alone,” he
said.
He worked in the food service industry until his call to the
diaconate. He also worked for
the Visiting Nurse Association.
He married his wife, Sally, and
they reared two daughters.
Since his ordination, he has
served at Good Shepherd
Parish in Denver and St. Louis
Parish in Englewood among
others. He is now assigned to
St. Mary Magdalene in Denver.
To those considering the diaconate, he said discernment is
an important process.
“Pray about it and listen to
that voice and ask all kinds of
questions,” he advised.

25 YEARS

Deacon Sid Atencio
Ordained 25 years, Deacon
Sid Atencio of St. Mark Parish in
Westminster loves preaching.
“It’s a chance to draw as many
young and old to the Sacred
Heart of the Holy Trinity and
special devotion to the Blessed
Mother,” he said.
Deacon Atencio was the first
deacon ordained from Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish and the
first assigned to Catholic Charities’ Samaritan House. He also
received a dispensation from
the Vatican to be ordained three
months prior to turning 35, the
youngest at which a man can
become a permanent deacon.
He has served at Denver’s St.
Catherine of Siena, St. Rose of
Lima, Sacred Heart and St. Cajetan parishes.
Deacon Atencio said he enjoys working with married couples and troubled teens. He
helped establish the post-abortion ministry Project Rachel at
St. Mark’s and is reviving the traditional Catholic quinceañera
there.
“It is very important because
it is a chance to evangelize our
youth,” he said.
He and his wife, Lillian, reared
two sons. He worked for 25 years
as an administrative clerk for the

Deacon Marvin Hegarty
Deacon Marvin Hegarty’s diaconal ministry can be summarized by the people he’s met
and worked to serve.
“I’ve always received so
much more than I gave,” he
said. “It’s been a really true
grace and blessing for my entire life.”
Although at first doubtful
about his vocation, he was ordained and served for 17 years
in his home parish, St. Vincent
de Paul in Denver. He began
marriage and baptism preparation and assisted at weekend
Masses, oftentimes preaching
to the faithful. He’s retired but
continues to assist the parish

and is the spiritual advisor to
the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
He and his wife, Shirley, now
deceased, reared seven children. He worked as an accountant for the city and county of Denver for more than 30
years.
His ministry, he said, taught
him many things.
“It changed my life in the
sense that it brought me much,
much closer to God,” he said.
Deacon Gordon Hudec
After a 34-year-career working for Coors Brewing Company in Golden, Deacon Gordon
Hudec began a ministry that
led him to places and people he
never imagined.
He is celebrating 25 years of
ministering to faithful at
parishes, and caring for the sick
and dying. Among the highlights of his ministry: assisting
at Mass with Pope John Paul II
during World Youth Day 1993.
“I was able to be at the Mass
that the pope said for the cardinals,” he said. “I don’t think
anything could top that.”
Serving as a volunteer chaplain at Exempla Lutheran Medical Center was “challenging
and very interesting” and guiding parishioners through marriage preparation “helped
enkindle our own romance,”
Deacon Hudec said about his
spouse, Julienne, with whom
he had three children.
His wife passed away this
year.
Deacon Hudec has served at
Sts. Peter and Paul, St. Joan of
Arc, Christ on the Mountain
and St. Augustine parishes. He
is currently assigned to St. Mark
Parish in Westminster.
Deacon Clarence McDavid
Deacon Clarence McDavid of
Cure d’Ars Parish in Denver

first thought fellow parishioners were making a mistake
by asking him to become a deacon. He had little knowledge of
the diaconate, he explained.
Now looking back at 25 years
of ministry, he said: “I’ve been
blessed. The opportunity to be
with and work with people is
something I enjoy.”
During his ministry he’s met
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta and touched Pope John
Paul II at Denver’s World Youth
Day Mass, he said.
“There are just so many opportunities for things you just
can’t imagine,” he said.
Outside of the diaconate, he
works in human resources at
Rose Medical Center in Denver.
He and his wife, Wanda, have
three children.
The
entire
experience
brought him more blessings
than he could ever give, he said.
Deacon Vernon Rompot
The Methodist-turned-Presbyterian-turned-Catholic deacon, Deacon Vernon Rompot
celebrated 25 years in the diaconate this summer.
During his ministry, he became the first and only deacon
assigned at Holy Ghost Parish
in Denver.
“I’ve loved every minute of
it,” Deacon Rompot said.
He resigned from his career
as vice president of Wells Fargo
Bank to become a full-time
business administrator at the
parish. He was the first unmarried deacon ordained by thenArchbishop, now Cardinal J.
Francis Stafford.
He’s come to find fulfillment
in bringing the sacraments to
generations of families at the
parish. Deacon Rompot also
served for a short time at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception and the
Metropolitan Tribunal as a coordinator.
Deacon Jack Sutton
After completing courses to
convert to Catholicism before
he married his wife, Kathleen,
Deacon Jack Sutton felt that
many faithful “didn’t understand their religion and why
they were Catholic.
“I thought it would be neat if
I could help them,” he said.
Deacon Sutton, of St. Mary
Parish in Littleton, decided to
become a deacon and served at
All Souls in Englewood and
Denver’s Blessed Sacrament,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Sacred
Heart and Christ the King
parishes.
Among all his work, he’s
found sacramental preparation
and preaching the most fulfilling. He looks forward to many
more years of service to Denver’s faithful.
“I’ve enjoyed it very much
and will continue to enjoy it,”
Deacon Sutton said.

FIVE YEAR
DEACONS
The following are marking five
years of diaconal ministry:
Deacon Glenn Allison
Deacon Joseph Benjamin
Deacon James Blume
Deacon Richard Boyd
Deacon Philip Criste
Deacon Oscar DelVillar
Deacon Ruben Estrada
Deacon Gregory Frank
Deacon Dennis Langdon
Deacon Wilfredo Liwanag
Deacon Hugo Patino
Deacon Cesar Perez
Deacon John Wehrman
Deacon Paul Zajac

Deacon Richard Vieira
God has led Deacon Richard
Vieira on a path that has fueled
his own and his family’s faith, he
said.
“Being able to be involved in
people’s lives and see how God
has worked in their lives certainly strengthened my faith,”
he said.
For 17 years he’s served at St.
Mary Magdalene Parish. Previously he served at Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish in Wheat Ridge. He
spent 12 years ministering to inmates at Jefferson County Detention Facility.
The Los Angeles-native
worked for a paint and drywall
company. He and his wife,
Sheila, had three children.
“If we allow God to guide us, it
truly is a blessing,” he said. “The
diaconate is beyond anything
that I could have imagined.”
20 YEARS
Deacon William McClellan
Deacon William McClellan
has spent his ministry coordinating social justice programs
and working to help the developmentally disabled.
Deacon McClellan, now retired, came from Illinois to
serve at Blessed John XXIII
Parish in Fort Collins.
He was active in the Catholic
Worker Movement, establishing transitional homes for single mothers. At Blessed John
XXIII, he worked with parish
staff to host JustFaith Ministries and is helping to establish a nonprofit home for the
intellectually disabled, he said.
He was ordained 20 years
ago after a long discernment.
“I think what attracted me to
it at that time was the washing
of the feet symbol,” he said
about Christ’s washing of the
apostles feet.
He was the director of the music library at the University of Illinois and at the University of Colorado at Boulder. He and his wife,
Jane, have four daughters.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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After the example of St. Lawrence

Archbishop Samuel Aquila poses for a photo with the deacons of the Denver Archdiocese Aug. 10 outside of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Northglenn. The archbishop celebrated Deacon Day with a Mass at the parish to honor the deacons’ years of
service. About 280 deacons, their wives and other faithful attended the Mass that took
place on the feast of St. Lawrence, martyr and patron saint of deacons. In his homily,
Archbishop Aquila asked the deacons to be martyrs for the faith after the example of
St. Lawrence. The saint was grilled over a fire for refusing to hand over the Church’s
property and riches. Instead, he presented the emperor with the Church’s true treasures, the poor. St. Lawrence died in 258 A.D.

Men considering diaconal call invited
to Sept. 16 one-day retreat in Denver
Like priests and religious,
God stamps the faithful with a
vocation before they are born
into the world.
“You are called by God to
serve him in the same way
God called the Israelites even
before they were born,” said
Deacon John Smith, diaconate
formation director for the
Denver Archdiocese.
Men called to the diaconate
are no different.
To assist men discerning a
call to the diaconate, the archdiocese’s St. Francis School of
Theology for Deacons is holding a one-day retreat Sept. 16.
The retreat will be the final day
for men interested in the min-

istry to enter the school’s new
formation class. Classes for
the five-year program will begin in March 2013.
The formation prepares
deacons to receive the sacrament of holy orders and then
carry out a ministry of word,
liturgy and charity. Some are
called to minister to prisoners,
the sick, migrants, the poor
and marginalized. Deacons
cannot consecrate the Eucharist or hear confessions.
A man’s call to the diaconate
may come in a few ways: the
Holy Spirit leads a man with a
growing relationship to the
Church into an awareness of
the diaconate; a pastor or

parishioner—seeing a man’s
service to the Church—suggests that he explore the vocation; or a wife or family member believes he has a call, Deacon Smith said.
Those interested in pursuing the vocation are asked to
meet with their pastor for an
initial discernment then register for the discernment day by
calling 303-715-3236. A pastor
will submit a recommendation and the candidates are
asked to submit an application. Call the St. Francis
School of Theology at the
number above for more information.

Catholic Jail and Prison Ministry gets award
The service of priests, deacons and volunteers in the
Denver Archdiocese’s Catholic
Jail and Prison Ministry program was recognized by the
Denver Sheriff Department
with the Lifetime Achievement
Award.
Deacon Steve Vallero, coordinator of the program, received the award on behalf of
the ministry in June during a
ceremony in Denver.
The award was presented by
Gary Wilson, director of cor-

rections and undersheriff for
the department, for its “enthusiasm, grace and service as a
volunteer organization.”
The volunteers and deacons
were praised for providing
rosaries, Bibles, Scripture
studies, liturgies and counseling for the incarcerated.
“The backbone of our ministry is the dedicated lay men
and women that have served
in the past, present and future
in this ministry, (those who)
share the hope, love and joy of

Jesus Christ through his mercy
and compassion,” Deacon
Vallero said in a statement.
“We are truly grateful to God
for sending laborers in the
harvest of the incarcerated.”
The award recognizes the
ministry’s start in the Denver
County Jail in 1957, he said.
Today, about 20 volunteers
and religious are serving from
the community.
For more information about
the ministry, call 303-7153135.
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Honesty, familial ties make for kid-friendly ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days’
BY ADAM SHAW

NEW YORK (CNS)—School’s
out, and the local country club
is the focus of fun in “Diary of
a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days” (Fox
2000). This second sequel in
the comedy franchise that
started with 2010’s “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid” is based, like its
predecessors, on the “novels
in cartoons” of Jeff Kinney.
Sourced from the third and
fourth books in Kinney’s series, Maya Forbes and Wallace
Wolodarsky’s screenplay provides a warm, kid-friendly
outing that emphasizes the
virtue of honesty and the importance of familial ties.
Zachary Gordon once again
plays awkward preteen protagonist Greg Heffley. With
summer just starting, Greg
plans a housebound season of
soda and video games. His
dad, Frank (Steve Zahn), has
different ideas, seeing the
break from school as an opportunity for the two of them
to bond through a long sequence of outdoor activities.
Greg initially evades this
dread prospect by getting his
loyal sidekick, Rowley (Robert
Capron), to invite him to
spend his days hanging out at
the aforementioned club,
where Rowley’s parents are

members. This ritzy destination is made doubly desirable
by the fact that Greg’s school
crush, Holly (Peyton List),
teaches tennis there.
When he and Rowley have a
falling-out, however, Greg is
left to rely on subterfuge to
smuggle himself into the
precincts of the one-percenters each day.
His deceitful scheme, needless to say, soon goes awry,
thanks in part to his knuckleheaded older brother—and
frequent nemesis—Rodrick
(Devon Bostick). Rodrick exploits Greg’s fibbing to worm
his own way into the luxurious
facility, with a gluttonous eye
on smoothies and anything
that involves bacon.
Increasingly ensnared by his
own falsehoods, Greg scrambles to regain the affection of
his true love and to rescue his
friendship with Rowley as well
as his relationship with his
parents.
Greg’s predicament allows
director David Bowers to deliver a moving message amid
the laughs, especially as father
and son eventually reconcile
to battle a common enemy—
the outdoors.
Though it follows a predictable arc—and features

CNS PHOTO/FOX

ZACHARY GORDON and Steve Zahn star in a scene from the movie "Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog
Days."
such done-to-death gags as
the diver who surfaces minus
his swimsuit—”Dog Days” still
makes for an enjoyable ride.
A touch of vaguely crass humor, such as the name of Rodrick’s band, “Loded Diper,” is
also easily overlooked in favor
of the generally amiable proceedings. So too is a locker-

room scene in which a couple
of portly men’s towels ride
down in the off-putting manner of the proverbial plumber.
Those in search of a screen
adaptation that doesn’t involve courtly vampires, Latin
spells or children forced to
fight to the death need look no
further.

The film contains some
mild scatological humor. The
Catholic News Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is
PG—parental guidance suggested. Some material may
not be suitable for children.

Novices, experts alike can benefit from book on Second Vatican Council

BY BROTHER JEFFREY GROS,
F.S.C.

The 50th anniversary of one
of the great religious events of
the 20th century, the Second
Vatican
Council,
gives
Catholics and all interested in
religion an opportunity to review and reflect on the most
influential moment in our pilgrim journey. We are now at a
stage where most will read the
history as they would that of
World War II, the fall of European colonialism or the American civil rights movement.
For those who did not live
through Vatican II or who have
not read its 16 documents,
“Keys to the Council” is an engaging and readable introduction. For those who have been
nourished on the council resources, it is a marvelous synthesis and review. For those
outside the Catholic communion, it is a privileged, brief enumeration of keys to interpreting this most productive council in Catholic history.
While deeply grounded in
solid research in Scripture, the
Catholic tradition and the history of the council, this is not
an academic book. Rather it is
a selective exposition of
themes embodied in 20 texts
representing eight of the coun-

cil’s 16 documents. Each chapter gives the biblical and historical background of the theme,
and the background of the debates and decisions of the
council. This background is
followed by the pastoral and
theological content of the
theme and its implication for
Catholic life.
The authors use the organization of the council’s work,
grounded in the constitutions
on revelation and the liturgy,
centered on those on the
Church and the Church in the
modern world. Related to
these core documents are
those that relate to the internal
life of the Church, its mission
and its relationships with
Catholics of the Eastern
churches, fellow Christians,
Jews and other non-Christian
religions, and freedom in civil
society. A useful diagram gives
a view of the documents and
their relationship to each other
at a glance.
The themes selected are divided according to the council’s program.
Internal themes are: the
Christian’s baptismal incorporation into the death and resurrection of Christ; Christ’s sacramental presence in the
Church; the centrality of liturgical worship for Christian
piety and the full participation

of all the faithful; a theology of
revelation centered in Christ
and a dynamic view of tradition; the Church understood as
sacramental; the role of the
Holy Spirit in the Church; the
centrality of the Eucharist in
the theology of the Church; the
renewed role of the bishop, the
collegial relationship among
the bishops with the pope
among them; and the relationship of the priesthood of all the
baptized and the ordained
ministry.
The next set of themes treats
of external relations to others
and the world: the Church’s
mission in the world; the role
of the laity in this mission;
marriage and family; global
cultural character of the
Church’s catholicity; religious
freedom; Catholic communion
with fellow Christians; the hierarchy of truths in Catholic interpretation of the faith; and
relations with Judaism and the
world’s religions.
To assist readers, terms that
are used from theology and
history are defined in boxes
throughout the text when they
first appear. The book could
easily be a guide to parish or
ecumenical study, and to the
reading of the council texts
themselves. They help the firsttime reader focus on the specific important ideas and is-

sues introduced into current
Catholic faith and practice by
the council.
At each stage in Christian
history the Church develops by
reaching back into its rich history for resources to renew its
life. It also looks to what God is
doing in the history of each era
to determine how to update, to
meet the signs of the time with
ever fresh expressions of the
perennial Gospel. This volume
presents a useful balance, in
assessing the council, between
the old and the new, between
continuity and renewal, between the competing values
alive in the one Church blessed
by the direction of the Holy
Spirit.
As with any brief text, the authors have had to be selective.
One unfortunate omission,
given the worldwide scope of
Catholicism and the transitions we are facing in the globalized future, is the minimal attention to the decree on mission. However, the overall view
of the Church articulated here
is hopeful, accurate and a great
resource for mission and renewal for years to come.
Brother Jeffrey Gros, a member of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, is resident scholar
in Catholic studies at Lewis
University in Romeoville, Ill.

PHOTO PROVIDED

THIS IS THE cover of "Keys to
the Council: Unlocking the
Teaching of Vatican II."

BOOK
Title: “Keys to the Council:
Unlocking the Teaching of
Vatican II”
Authors: Richard R. Gaillardetz
and Catherine E. Clifford
Publisher: Liturgical Press
(Collegeville, Minn., 2012).
198 pp., $19.95
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Film
From Page 1
from Good Shepherd and other area
Catholic schools volunteered to be a part
of the movie.
Rae was initially reluctant to take on the
project until she realized the impact the
story had on her and families with hearing-impaired children.
Her nephew, Hunter Schultz, who graduated from Good Shepherd, told her once
how he couldn’t hear his name called
when it was his turn to play on the basketball court. When teammates helped him,
it was the first time he felt accepted, he
said.
“Then I realized how close to home this
story is,” Rae said.
Emotional stories and moving speeches will make up the film that will portray a
group of misfit teens arriving at a basketball camp. Some have hopes for a future
in basketball and others are facing tumultuous teenage years. Rae directed the film
to show how they learn valuable life lessons through the game of basketball.
Rae, who also directed the award-winning film “The Goal” and “Dandy Kids,”
will donate 50 percent of the net profits to
Glenn’s basketball camps. The camp does
not have locations in Colorado.
Once edited, the film will premiere in
Milan at the World International Sports

Principals
From Page 12
church and school, and draw in our
weekend religious education people to
make them feel more a part of the
teaching staff. I would also like to reach
out more to our Latino community. Together with staff, parents and the whole
community, I believe we can take St.
Stephen’s from a very good school to a
great school.”
Name: Sister Mary Rose Lieb, O.S.F.
School: St. Francis de Sales, Denver
Hometown: Columbus, Ohio
Education: Bachelor’s degree, Ohio
Dominican University, Columbus,
Ohio; Master’s degrees at the University
of Notre Dame, South Bend, Ind., and
Samford University, Birmingham, Ala.
Service: 33 years in education

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FORMER NBA star Mike “Stinger”
Glenn cheers with Hunter Schultz and
the All Star basketball team during
filming of “Spirit of Love” at Good
Shepherd School in Denver.
Film Festival and is expected to release in
the United States in March.
Touted for this film is the chance for the
hearing impaired and hearing to see the
movie together. The film will have captioning for the deaf and sound for the
hearing, Rae said.
Producing the movie, she said, “has really been inspiring.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
“What do I like about being in education? I love children and I love faculty—
children and teachers are my favorite
kind of people. You never let grass grow
under your feet when you’re around
children, and teachers like what they
do. I’m able to do what I love, and do it
while addressing the whole person,
talking about faith and about Jesus
Christ—it makes for a perfect world!
“As for goals, I’ve been a principal for
a number of years—I was principal at
Holy Family High School for 18 years—
and each assignment suggests different
goals. I hope to take St. Francis de Sales
to the next level in academics and in
teaching the whole person. I want the
school to be here, five, 10, 20 years from
now, so I want to work on making it sustainable for years to come.”
Jean
Torkelson;
303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
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Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org.
There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass outside Planned Parenthood:
offered by Father Joseph Hearty in the
parking lot at 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver.
Contact joseph51015@yahoo.com for details.
Aug. 25: 11:30 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Life Chain: at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 12735
W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Hold signs and wave
along Ward Road with the Respect Life
Committees of Shrine of St. Anne Parish
and St. Joan of Arc on the third Saturdays
of the month. Meet in the parking lot. Call
303-420-1232 for details.
Aug. 18: 9:15 a.m.
“Hebrew Experience” Summer Class: begins this month at St. Catherine of Siena
Church, 4200 Federal Blvd., Denver. Fourweek Saturday class will explore the Jewish roots of Christianity. Cost is $150. Register at srmagdalit@hotmail.com or call
303-455-9090.
Aug. 18-Sept. 8: 2-5:30 p.m.
Organ Recital: at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. No Cost. Contact kmaclean@
denvercathedral.org or 970-213-9257 for
details.
Aug. 19: 3:30 p.m.
CLAY Social: at 5240 Irving St., Denver.
Join their end-of-summer barbecue and
bring a dish or beverage. Call 720-9407079 for details.
Aug. 25: 7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Benefit Concert: at Nativity of Our Lord
Parish, 900 W. Midway Blvd., Broomfield.
Danielle Rose will perform to benefit the
China Little Flower orphanage. No cost.
Reception to follow.
Aug. 25: 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Breakfast: at Our
Lady Mother of the Church, 6690 E. 72nd
Ave., Commerce City. Breakfast on the second and fourth Sunday of August. Call 303507-0690 for more information.
Aug. 26: 7 a.m.-noon
Quilt Raffle for Church Renovation: at
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, 5612 S.
Hickory St., Littleton. See the quilt at
www.olmc fssp.org/cms. Purchase raffle
tickets at the church office, online or by
calling 303-703-8538.
Dec. 16: 12:30 p.m. raffle

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Musical Retreat Day and Concert: at the
Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine
Way, Virginia Dale. Listen to the August
Winds quintet during a morning and afternoon concert. Suggested $35 donation in-

cludes lunch. For details, visit www.walbur
ga.org or call 970-472-0612.
Aug. 25
Magnificat Moms Group: to begin meeting
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 11385
Grant Drive, Northglenn. Group to meet the
first and third Thursday of the month to
build community, listen to speakers and do
crafts. Breakfast and childcare provided.
Call 303-495-9501.
Sept. 6: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Retreat with Ladies Auxiliary of the
Knights of Columbus: at the Loretto Spirituality Center, 4000 S. Wadsworth Blvd.,
Littleton. Cost is $20. For tickets, call 303655-1852.
Sept. 8
Deacon Discernment Retreat: for those
considering the diaconate. Held by the St.
Francis School of Theology for Deacons.
Call 303-715-3236 to register and for details.
Sept. 16
Couple Relationship Class: for dating, engaged and married couples held Tuesday
nights in Bonfils Hall on the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Informational
night 7 p.m. Sept. 18 in Bonfils Hall. Cost is
$250 per couple. Sign up for class at 303715-3160 or phil.webb@archden.org.
Sept. 25-Oct. 30: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Catholic Men's Conference: at the Pikes
Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade Ave., Colorado
Springs. Guest speakers include Chris Stefanick, Dr. Ray Guarendi, Randy Hain and
Gus Lloyd. Topic is "A Gathering of Heroes." Visit www.rmcmc.org.
Oct. 13

PILGRIMAGES
Pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece: led by
Father Reinhold Weissbeck of St. John the
Baptist Church, Longmont. Visit the seven
Asia Minor churches and the footsteps of
St. Paul. Cost is $4,848. Call 970-353-7500.
Sept. 11-26
Four-Island Tour of Hawaii: on a 15-day
trip with the Knights of Columbus. Cost is
$2,876. Call 303-794-5459 for information.
Sept. 19-Oct. 3
Christmastime pilgrimage led by Bishop
Michael Sheridan: to Germany. Sponsored
by the Colorado Catholic Herald. Trip includes daily Mass and visits to historic
landmarks. Cost is $3,390. For more information, visit www. coloradocatholicher
bald.com or call 1-800-842-4842.
Nov. 30-Dec. 8
Tour the Holy Land: with Father Hugh
Guentner of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Denver. Cost is $2,749 Call 303794-3747.
Jan. 22-31, 2013
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ACA: serving the poor, vulnerable
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal is
more than a time to give to Christ’s
Church, but an opportunity to support
those ministries that protect the poor and
most vulnerable in the community.
Donors make possible the day-to-day
help archdiocesan ministries offer. The
annual ACA campaign supports nearly 40
ministries including the Child and Youth
Protection Office, the Office of Hispanic
Ministry, and the Respect Life Office.
Since May, the Denver Archdiocese has
received $4.8 million from the 2012 appeal, which will end in March 2013. Last
year the appeal drew more than $7.9 million.
As donations to the appeal continue to
rise, three directors of archdiocesan ministries shared information about the latest
initiatives and programs offered through
their offices.
Child and Youth Protection Office
New this year for the Child and Youth
Protection Office is an online course,
which debuted this year for faithful across
the archdiocese.
“I think it’s a way to make sure people
don’t forget the highlights of the classroom training while making it as convenient as possible,” said office director Chris
Pond.
Those interested may contact their
parish for information about taking the
course.
Archdiocesan employees, volunteers
and all those who work with children are
required to take the Safe Environment
Training class to educate and raise awareness about child abuse and how to create
safe environments for youths. Between
July 2011 and June 2012, nearly 34,000
staff, children, clergy and volunteers in
the archdiocese received this training.
The online course is designed for those
who took the initial classroom course—
typically completed at a parish—five
years ago and are required to review the
material.
In addition to the training, the Child
and Youth Protection ministry is also responsible for ensuring compliance with
the American bishops’ Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People,
acting as the archbishop’s liaison to the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and
providing victim assistance.
“My office helps victims get into therapy,” Pond said.
This year staff will begin to update its
code of conduct, which guides the office
and its ministry.
Office of Hispanic Ministry
Last year, some 30,000 people in the
Denver Archdiocese were served by this
ministry, according to an annual report.
The ministry’s initiatives and programs
are broad and bold—they include citizenship and English classes, evangelization,
retreats, Hispanic youth ministry, prison
ministry and job skills. The majority are
offered through Centro San Juan Diego in
Denver, the archdiocese’s Hispanic institute for pastoral and family services.
In looking for ways to integrate Hispanics through empowerment, education
and leadership, the ministry is also researching ways to increase Hispanic enrollment at Catholic schools, said director
Luis Soto. The details of this initiative are
still in progress.
The ministry aids the state’s Hispanic
population, estimated at 20 percent in

2012 ACA
What: Donations to support the archdiocesan Church
Online: www.archden.org/donate
Mail: 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210
Questions: Call 303-715-3111 or email
JoAnn.Baca@archden.org

2011 by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Respect Life Office
The mission of the Respect Life ministry is to honor the sanctity of life from
conception to natural death.
Director Lynn Grandon, who is also executive director of the Lighthouse Pregnancy Center, has expanded the ministry’s educational initiatives by filling her
calendar with visits and presentations
about life issues from grade schools and
high schools to parishes and college campuses.
The depth and knowledge of the
Church’s teachings on the dignity of human life was the reason for Grandon’s
own conversion. Now she’s focused on
sharing her passion and medical background with the faithful, she said.
“We’re expanding all of our educational
initiatives because those have proven so
popular,” she said.
Age-appropriate discussions on the
godly approach to embracing femininity
are offered for fifth-grade girls and their
mothers.
“The moms are so grateful because often they say ‘I don’t know how to approach this subject with my daughters,’”
Grandon said.
Other life presentations include embryology, early human development, and, for
adults, the topics of abortion and contraception, and its social and environmental
impacts. For seniors, Grandon will present information on making moral end-oflife decisions.
The ministry also works to promulgate
and defend the Church’s teachings on life
by acting as a resource for life issues, collaborating with parishes, schools and
health institutions, training pastoral leaders, supporting those with special needs,
and aiding pro-life ministries in Denver
like the Gabriel House and Project Rachel.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;niss
a.lapointe@archden.org
;www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa

