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Archbishop Aquila returns to Denver
to be installed as fifth archbishop
BY ROXANNE KING
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It was a superb welcome
home.
Lively trumpets and organ
and a 60-voice choir announced the start of a two-hour
Mass during which Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila, who was ordained a priest here and most
recently served as the bishop of
Fargo, N.D., was installed as the
fifth archbishop of Denver July
18 at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception.
Joyous welcome
Flags and a satin sash above
the Cathedral Basilica’s arched
doors welcomed a procession
that included caped and
plumed Knights of Columbus,
papal knights and ladies of various orders, some 300 priests
and deacons, 39 bishops, Cardinal J. Francis Stafford and U.S.
Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop
Carlo Maria Vigano.
“In 1976, Archbishop Aquila
was ordained a priest in this
very cathedral,” Denver Auxiliary Bishop James Conley said
in welcoming the 800-member
congregation. “Today we celebrate his priestly and apostolic
ministry and rejoice in the great
gift the Lord has given us in calling him home to the Archdiocese of Denver.
“Archbishop Aquila, ‘the
Almighty has done great things
for us!’” Bishop Conley said
quoting Mary’s Magnificat and
sparking applause. “We are de-

lighted to welcome you home.”
Installation
Following Bishop Conley’s
remarks, Archbishop Vigano,
representing Pope Benedict
XVI, read the apostolic mandate that made the 61-year-old
California-born archbishop’s
appointment official. Per the
ancient custom of the Church,
the mandate was inspected by
the diocesan College of Consultors—a senior body of
priests charged with advising
the archbishop. After the appointment was recorded, a
crosier that had belonged to
Archbishop James Casey, who
ordained Archbishop Aquila to
the priesthood in 1976, was
presented to Archbishop
Aquila and he was escorted to
the cathedra, the special chair
that gives the cathedral its
name and from which the
archbishop preaches. As he
took his place there, the congregation again erupted with
applause.
Homily
“My heart was filled with
great joy as I walked and entered into this cathedral as I
gazed upon many of you, who
have aged as I have aged in the
past 10 years,” Archbishop
Aquila said in his homily, eliciting laughter.
Turning serious, he shared a
message for the faithful in all
states of life.
He urged priests and all clergy to “enter into a deep person-
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ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila waves to the congregation as he
exits the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception after
being installed as Denver’s new prelate July 18.
al relationship with each per- without God. You stand as a
son of the Trinity.”
challenge and a light to the
“We … must be willing to lay world.”
To laity: “You are to be in the
down our lives for our bride,
world, not of the world, and to
the Church,” he said.
To consecrated men and serve as leaven in the world.
“The Church of Denver is
women: “You are a contradiction to the secularism that says blessed by many lay moveyou can live life and be happy ments, by many ecclesial

See, Aquila Page 12B

THE SAINTS: JAMES THE GREATER
First century / Feast - July 25
James, a fisherman, was the brother of John
and one of the Twelve Apostles. Jesus called
James and John from their boats on the Sea of
Galilee and they immediately went to follow
him. The brothers were once referred to as
“sons of thunder” by Jesus, probably because
of their lively tempers. James was the first
apostle to suffer martyrdom when he was put to death by King
Herod Agrippa. Tradition says he preached in Spain before his death.
He is patron of pilgrims and of Spain.
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Archbishop to faithful: Evil
will not have the last word

The Resurrection:
God’s love is stronger
than death
This week began for me with joyous celebration. On
Wednesday, July 18, I was installed as the fifth archbishop,
and eighth bishop, of the Archdiocese of Denver. The celebration began with Solemn Vespers on Tuesday evening, and
continued through the Installation Mass the next day. As
many of you know, I spent 25 years as a priest in the archdiocese, so this is a homecoming for me. I never imagined that
one day I would be the archbishop of Denver! The providential love of the Father is truly wondrous and surprising.
I thank you all for the warm welcome you gave to me. I am
grateful to the priests, deacons, the consecrated, the laity and
the many friends who I had not seen for some time. I thank
most especially all those who worked tirelessly to coordinate
the installation activities. Your efforts went above and beyond
the call to serve. Your care especially for my family, my brother bishops and out-of-town guests was remarkable and extended the hospitality of Christ. Thank you! I look forward to
getting to know each of you, as your archbishop, in the weeks
and months to come.
My great joy turned to sorrow early Friday morning, when,
like many of you, I learned of the shooting that had taken
place at the Century 16 Aurora Theater in the early hours of
Friday.
I was stunned to learn that 12 people had been killed, and
58 injured, by an act which can only be described as evil. My
heart and my prayers are with the victims, their families, and
with all of those who have been effected by this tragedy. In
truth, all of us have been effected—our friends, our neighbors, our brothers and sisters were the victims of an unspeakable evil. We stand in solidarity, and all of us grieve a great
loss.
Over the past few days, I have heard a lot of questions. I’ve
been asked “Why did this happen?” “Why was I spared?”
“Why would a loving God allow this to happen?” I’m reminded of the reactions I heard after the Columbine shooting in
1999.
Tragedy breeds uncertainty because it undercuts the things
we implicitly believe to be true—that we can go to school, or
to work or to the movies safely. When those certainties are
shaken, we question a lot.
I imagine there were many questions after the Crucifixion.
In the upper room, the Apostles asked themselves the same
questions we ask ourselves. The Blessed Mother, too, who lost
a child, was faced with the question of why such a tragedy had
ever occurred. Her Son died a violent death and she and St.
John watched the entire event.
The questions ceased when they encountered the Resurrection. When Mary and the Apostles encountered Jesus,
bodily risen, with wounds and all, their ambiguity and uncertainty was wiped away—in the Risen Christ, they encountered victory over death and evil. They learned that unspeakable sin, like the unspeakable sin we have encountered, is defeated by the love of God. The love of the Father is stronger
than the sting of death. The Resurrection proves that to be
true.
St. Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians says that “we do not
grieve like the rest who have no hope.” We grieve knowing
that the Lord is risen, and that we can rise with him. We know
that our beloved dead are entrusted to a God who has defeated death and sin—those who loved the Lord live in him.
Evil is real. We have seen it. Sin, too, is real. But we who
have seen the Risen Lord know that evil and sin do not have
the final word. Let us place our trust, our hope, and our questions in the God who has defeated the sting of death. In the
days and weeks ahead, let us continue to pray for the victims
and most especially their loved ones that they may be comforted by the God who is Love.
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PARISHONERS IMPACTED by the violent shootings at the Century Aurora 16 theater July 20,
took their sorrow to Mass at Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora that night. Archbishop Samuel
Aquila said the Mass for victims and survivors of the shooting and encouraged them to open
their hearts to Christ

Catholics seek
peace at Mass;
support given to
shooting survivors
and families
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The confusion and carnage
that unfolded in the dark Aurora theater July 20 was surreal
for Emily Stetson.
The loud pops she heard and
irritating smoke she inhaled
eventually forced her and the
midnight moviegoers out of
the packed theaters inside
Century Aurora 16. In the lobby, she witnessed a police officer cradle a child with bloodstained clothes and hurry outside.

“Even though at times we
may be moved to vengefulness and getting even,
we know it is not the way
of Jesus Christ.”
—Archbishop Samuel Aquila

She watched the massacre
and wondered about the presence of Christ, she said.
“It’s hard to see God in
something so sad,” said 21year-old Stetson, a parishioner
at Queen of Peace Church in
Aurora. “But how else can you
hope to move on if this is all
that life is? There’s got to be
something better.”
It was at an evening Mass the
day of the shooting that Stetson found supportive friends
and sympathetic words. She
joined a large gathering of
faithful who sought healing
and answers to the questions
in their hearts.
Newly-installed
Denver
Archbishop Samuel Aquila offered the Mass with some 25
vested priests and deacons at
Queen of Peace for victims and
families impacted by the massacre, which claimed lives and
wounded dozens.
In his homily, Archbishop
Aquila asked the faithful to
bring their sorrow to the Lord
and open their hearts so that
he may give comfort.
“As we present it to our Lord,
though it may not be removed
immediately, we know that the

CHURCH AID
In response to the tragic
shootings at an Aurora theater,
the Denver Archdiocese is offering support for those in
need.
Counseling is available through
Regina Caeli Counseling Services of Catholic Charities for
survivors and family members
of victims. Call 720-377-1359
to schedule an appointment
Spiritual direction from a
priest is available by calling
303-715-3197

Lord is with us in the midst of
the suffering,” he said. “Certainly, the love of the father is
stronger than the bullets that
killed 12 people and wounded
(dozens more). And the risen
Christ points to that truth.”
Death and evil, he added,
will not have the last word.
“We recognize in the resurrection of Jesus Christ that he
encountered victory over
death,” Archbishop Aquila

See Evil, Page 28
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The Church and the
end of the welfare state
Throughout the post-Vatican II years, the U.S. bishops’ conference has typically defended the welfare state and not infrequently
urged its expansion. Everyone familiar with the situation knows
that this has had far more to do with the political predilections of
certain conference staff members than with the settled judgment
of the American episcopate—or with a careful application of the
principles of Catholic social doctrine. But things are changing.
A new generation of bishops is not quite as sure as its predecessors that “social justice” always equals “government program.” The
rise of aggressive secularism within both state and federal social
welfare agencies has also been a sobering experience, as bishops
across the country have found that the Church’s success in foster
care or work with sex-trafficked women doesn’t count in the eyes
of government bureaucrats determined to impose the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) and abortion-on-demand
agendas with the funding tools at their disposal.
Catholic default positions in favor of shoring up, even expanding, the post-World War II American social welfare state must also
be re-examined because of certain undeniable realities. Catholic
social doctrine is a tradition of moral realism: it takes facts seriously. And the increasing burden of the evidence is that the social welfare state as we have known it is dying—and in fact deserves to die.
It is dying, in both Europe and the United States, because it is
unaffordable. Shaky economic models and a demographic winter
throughout the western world have combined to drive the social
welfare state as we have known it into a fiscal wall (or over a fiscal
cliff; choose your image). As my colleague Yuval Levin has put it,
neither Europe or the United States can rationally or responsibly
go where the long-term trends suggest we’re heading: “to debts
that utterly overwhelm (our) productive capacities, governments
that do almost nothing but support the elderly, and economies
with no room for dynamism, for growth or for youth.”
The social welfare state is also dying because it is grossly inefficient. The Progressive movement’s claim that government agencies run by specialists highly-trained in the social sciences could
be compassionate, responsive and efficient has been falsified by
reality. Social welfare bureaucracies just don’t work that way. That
doesn’t mean that there aren’t good men and women doing noble
work in government social welfare agencies; it means that the system itself is incapable of responding to the churnings of our times,
the variety of human problems our culture creates, or the moral
defects that underlie so many contemporary social pathologies.
And that, from a Catholic social doctrine point of view, is the key
to understanding the demise of the post-World War II social welfare state: it’s eroded the moral culture that makes free and responsible citizenship in self-governing democracies possible. Yuval
Levin again: “The attempt to rescue the citizen from the burdens
of responsibility has undermined the family, self-reliance and selfgovernment”—and it has done this, not from a lack of compassion
or resources, but because the social welfare state by its nature creates dependencies that erode the virtues necessary for genuine
human flourishing.
Rather than expending fruitless energies defending the social
welfare state as we know it—in the first few months of 2012, the
bishops’ conference (as represented by its domestic policy committee) issued letters urging renewed or expanded funding for
some 20 federal social welfare programs—the Catholic Church in
the United States should be at the forefront of exploring the path
beyond the welfare state, stressing the moral and cultural dimensions of that necessary journey.
The Church has no special expertise in the technicalities of public policy; and in any event, the Church ought never have measured “social justice” by budget line-items. What the Church knows
is the truth about the human person, and that truth includes the
importance of responsibility, honesty, self-reliance and solidarity.
Those just happen to be virtues essential to the free, dynamic and
compassionate societies that moral reason and Catholic social
doctrine call us to build in the post-welfare state future.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

July 29: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• 2 Kings 4:42-44
• Psalm 145:10-18
• Ephesians 4:1-6
• John 6:1-5
Synopsis: This week’s readings focus on the Eucharist,
the “source and summit” of
the Christian life. Last week,
you may remember, the
Gospel spoke about how the
Lord had compassion on the
crowds and taught them because they were “like sheep
without a shepherd.” This
should remind you of the first
part of the Mass: the Liturgy of
the Word. We are fed, the Catechism of the Catholic Church
says, “from the one table of
God’s word and Christ’s body”
(No. 103). The Eucharist
strengthens our faith in and
communion with the Lord
and his Church, the body of
Christ. The multiplication of
the loaves by the prophet Elisha in our first reading prefigures the miracle in this week’s
Gospel. The books of 1 and 2
Kings describe the collapse of
Israel, her division into northern and southern kingdoms
and the eventual conquest by
the Babylonians. Though not
the only factor, it was the lack
of faith that ultimately

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank God for small
blessings
I’m writing to let you know
of an incredible experience I
had while shopping. My
wife had been looking for
glass block mortar. She had
searched and searched but
had found none. So I went into Sterling’s Home Depot
and there unexpectedly experienced Christian love and
generosity.
It began as any typical go
into the store and ask, Do
you have…? But from that
moment on God began pouring out his concern for me. I
wasn’t aware of it at first, I
simply asked Do you have
glass block mortar? That employee asked another who

brought Israel down. The miracle of the barley loaves was
meant to restore their faith
and by so doing restore the
unity of a broken nation. In
the second reading the word
“one” appears no less than
eight times. Unity is an essential mark of the Church. It begins in baptism, is strengthened in confirmation and is
nourished by the Eucharist,
which is the sign of unity. In
this week’s Gospel Jesus appears as the new “Elisha”
gathering the lost sheep and
feeding them with supernatural food. At the end of the story the disciples fill 12 baskets
with the leftover fragments,
signifying the “new Israel.”
Nothing is lost. All are gathered together into the one,
holy, Catholic and apostolic
Church.
Key verse: “I, a prisoner for
the Lord, urge you to live in a
manner worthy of the call you
have received … striving to
preserve the unity of the spirit
through the bond of peace”
(Eph 4:3).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The Spirit, who is
the Spirit of communion,
abides indefectibly in the
Church. For this reason the
Church is the great sacrament
of divine communion which
gathers God’s scattered children together. Communion
with the Holy Trinity and fraternal communion are insep-

directed us to another section
of the store. There I met “Bo”
who began searching diligently for the product. I
stood there in awe as he bent
over backwards for me. After many clicks on the Internet and several phone calls,
he found a store that had the
item. Unfortunately, the sku
number didn’t match so the
item couldn’t be delivered.
But Bo continued his pursuit.
I was blown away! This is only glass block mortar, not
some huge order, I thought to
myself. But that didn’t matter to Bo. And with another
phone call the transfer of the
needed item was made.
As all of this occurred, I
pondered: God you are so
truly concerned for me. “Ask
and it will be given to you;
search and you will find;
knock and the door will be

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
July 25: Mass, New and reassigned pastors workshop, Palmer Lake, Colo.
July 26: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 27: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 28: Mass, Mother of God Parish (4 p.m.)
July 29: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m. and noon)
July 30: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)
July 31: Mass, Mother of God Parish (8 a.m.)

arably the fruit of the Spirit in
the liturgy” (No. 1108).
Pope Benedict XVI: “It is
significant that the Second
Eucharistic Prayer, invoking
the Paraclete, formulates its
prayer for the unity of the
Church as follows: “May all of
us who share in the body and
blood of Christ be brought together in unity by the Holy
Spirit.” These words help us to
see clearly how the res (object)
of the sacrament of the Eucharist is the unity of the
faithful within ecclesial communion. The Eucharist is thus
found at the root of the
Church as a mystery of communion.”
Life application: The Eucharist binds us together as
one body in Christ, ratifying,
as it were, the faith we hold in
common. When we receive
the Eucharist we not only receive the body and blood of
Christ, we also signify by our
action acceptance of all that
the holy Catholic Church believes and teaches. If you
don’t believe what the Church
believes, you shouldn’t receive
the Eucharist.
James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes of
the Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register.

opened” (Matt 7:7). I was truly blessed! Thank you, God.
Thank you, Bo. And thankyou Home Depot staff.
Tim Swan
Sterling
Tim Swan
Sterling

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters may be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic
Register, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO
80210 or fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail
us at: editor@archden.org.
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AUXILIARY BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

Pro-life billboards are signs
of hope—may we be, too
The following column is adapted
from Bishop Conley’s remarks at the
blessing of a pro-life Signs of Hope
billboard located at Interstate 70
and Kipling Street in Wheat Ridge
July 16.
Daniel Boorstin, the American
historian and author, rightly observed that: “the ... American highway system has isolated the American-in-transit. This vast ocean of
superhighways is nearly as free of
culture as the sea traversed by the
Mayflower pilgrims.”
We indeed stand beside roads of
isolation—which permeate not only
our highway system but, increasingly, American culture.
Today, I fear, too many of us live in
isolated cocoons of self-definition.
PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR
In America, we can easily create our AUXILIARY BISHOP James Conley,
own realities, and be shielded from center, at the July 16 Sign of Hope
the truth, goodness and beauty that billboard blessing with, from left: FaGod has written into his creation ther Joseph Cao, Elizabeth Walker,
and into our humanity.
Monica Smith and Father Piotr MozToo many Americans ignore the
dyniewicz.
truth about human dignity—ignore
the truth about abortion—simply by refusing to encounter the truth. By refusing to encounter reality, Americans allow the scourge of abortion to continue by pretending it doesn’t exist. In the United States, 50 million children
have been killed by abortion in the last 40 years and very few are paying attention.
Our call as Christians is to bring the penetrating reality of Jesus Christ into lives which have not encountered truth. To bring the light of the Gospel
to woefully dark corners of the world.
What better way to penetrate the hearts of Colorado than to proclaim the
truth of the dignity of life on a billboard on Interstate 70 and Kipling Street,
where advertisers estimate 37,000 people will see it every day and more
than a quarter-million people will see it each week?
In July 2011, Pope Benedict XVI told the clergy and faithful of the Diocese
of Rome that the new evangelization must begin in the human heart.
“To be effective the proclamation of faith must begin with a heart that believes, hopes, loves; a heart that loves Christ and believes in the power of the
Holy Spirit,” the pope said.
The pro-life billboard on I-70 proclaims the word of God: “Before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you.” Through this message, hearts can be

See Conley, Page 37
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Black Catholic Congress closes with reports on challenges, responses
BY JENNIFER BURKE

BUFFALO, N.Y. (CNS)—The
10th National Black Catholic
Congress came to a close July
15, after more than 2,000 black
Catholics spent four days praying, celebrating and learning
more about the eight principles
that pose challenges to AfricanAmerican communities and
how those challenges relate to
the seven sacraments.
The theme of the July 12-15
gathering was “Christ Is With
Us: Celebrating the Gifts of the
Sacraments.”
“Take what you have learned
in the workshops and share it
with the people back at home.
Communicate that back home,
and allow the Lord to use you,”
said Father Raymond Harris, a
priest of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, at the congress’s final
session on “Foundations for the
Future.”
During the session, representatives from each of the congress’s eight leadership commissions told participants what
the commissions had been doing about the organization’s
eight core principles: Africa,
Catholic education, HIV/AIDS,
parish life, social justice, racism,
spirituality, and youths and
young adults.
“The Africa principle commission established a vision to
foster a unifying, healing mutual dialogue between the continent of Africa” and the U.S.
black Catholic community, said
Kim Mazyck. “We feel that uniting to build a strong relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ honors all of the
sacraments.”
The commission would like
to develop a curriculum about
Africa for parishes and schools
and help communities host annual or biannual events cele-

brating Africa’s culture, she said.
In the five years since the last
congress, the Catholic education leadership committee also
has been working hard, said
Kathleen Merrit, director of the
Office of Ethnic Ministries for
the Diocese of Charleston, S.C.
Commissioners have researched and published a book,
titled “Sustaining Catholic Education in and for the Black
Community,” as a resource for
dioceses, individuals and organizations who are trying to
develop successful strategies for
sustaining Catholic education
in their communities, Merrit
said.
They also are in the process of
developing a National Support
Initiative that will provide financial assistance to Catholic
schools in black communities,
she said. Congress participants
donated more than $1,000 in
start-up funds for this initiative,
she added.
The leadership commission
for the HIV/AIDS principle is
dedicated to decreasing the
prevalence of the disease in
black Catholic communities by
increasing awareness and education efforts, said Mary Leisring, director of the Office of
Black Ministry for the Archdiocese of Denver.
“Our goal was basically to ask
all Catholics to respond to all
people suffering as Jesus did,
with love, care and compassion.
We’re called to respect the dignity of every human person and
to bring strength and courage to
those who suffer from this disease,” she said.
Commissioners would like
every parish to establish an
HIV/AIDS ministry, whose participants would pray each day
for those suffering from or
touched by the disease. The

CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

CARL SMITH, center, joins fellow members of the Gospel Music
Workshop in song during the opening ceremony for the 10th National Black Catholic Congress July 12 at the Buffalo Niagara
Convention Center in Buffalo, N.Y. The theme of the four-day
event was "Celebrating the Gifts of the Sacraments."
ministries could eventually
branch out and provide child
care and respite to those people,
Leisring said.
The parish-life leadership
commission is committed to
helping black parishes remain
open and experience vibrancy
and growth, said Sylvia Royster.
Commissioners are trying to
help parishes find new and effective ways of evangelizing and
put together a “tool kit” of best
practices and strategies for
parishes, she said.
Members of the commission
on social justice leadership
hope to help black Catholics
understand the black experience through the lens of
Catholic social teaching and
raise awareness and understanding of economic poverty,
both domestic and global, according to members Donna
Grimes of the Archdiocese of
Washington and Johnnie
Dorsey of the Diocese of Austin,
Texas.
Racism is a sin, but African-

Americans still deal with this
sensitive issue, said Robert Ellis,
development director for the
Diocese of Grand Rapids, Mich.
The goal of the leadership commission on racism is to eliminate the sin of racism, by helping U.S. dioceses develop and
implement plans to address
and combat it, he said.
The spirituality leadership
commission has been working
to help Catholics acknowledge
the gifts of black spirituality and
God’s call to ongoing evangelization, said Maria Jerkins, director of the Office of Black
Ministry for the Archdiocese of
Miami.
John Phillips of the Atlanta
Archdiocese and Ayisha Morgan-Lee of the Pittsburgh Diocese, who are both members of
commission on youth and
young adult leadership, called
upon congress participants to
support expanded ministerial
and leadership roles for black
Catholic youth ministers.
For the first time the congress

this year included a track of
youth and young-adult sessions
that ran concurrently with other
sessions, Phillips and MorganLee noted. This new emphasis
was just one of the reasons this
year’s congress was extraordinary, said Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph N. Perry of Chicago at
the session’s conclusion.
“From my vantage point I was
touched by the expression of
faith from all of you. You took
the principles seriously. These
principles can be involved in
any organization ... but particularly in and through the life of
our sacramental Church,” said
Bishop Perry, who chairs the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on
African-American Catholics.
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of Atlanta also referred to the
Church’s sacramental nature
during his homily at the closing
Mass. The Gospel reading had
relayed the parable of the good
Samaritan, in which Jesus asked
his listeners which of three people who passed by the injured
man had been the best neighbor.
Through this parable, Jesus
forces his disciples—even those
hearing the story 2,000 years later—to think about who their
neighbors are and how they
should be good neighbors,
Archbishop Gregory said. Each
of the seven sacraments helps
Catholics understand the
meaning of those questions and
answer them so as to live like Jesus, he added.
“Our answers must always be
grounded in our Catholic faith
and the way Jesus cared for the
people around him,” he added.
“Our future happiness depends
on the answers that we give to
these questions.”

Cardinal praises conscience provisions in House appropriations bill
WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
chairman of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on Pro-Life Activities praised lawmakers for including two conscience provisions in the House version of
the 2013 appropriations bill for
the federal departments of Labor and Health and Human
Services.
“Our government has a long
history of respecting rights of
conscience in health care, and
the time is long overdue to reaffirm this laudable tradition in
the face of today’s growing
threats,” Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston
said in a July 17 letter to members of the House Subcommittee on Labor/HHS.
Cardinal DiNardo said the
provision called the Abortion
Non-Discrimination Act, which
had 124 co-sponsors from both
parties, “will reaffirm the basic
principle that no health care

entity should be forced by government to perform, participate in or pay for abortions.”
The other provision is the Respect for Right of Conscience
Act, which Cardinal DiNardo
said would “counter a policy
that poses the most direct federal threat to religious freedom
in recent memory,” a reference
to the “HHS mandate” requiring most religious organizations to include sterilizations
and contraceptive coverage—
including those that could
cause early abortions—in their
employee health care plans.
The subcommittee was
preparing to mark up the appropriations bill for eventual
action by the House Appropriations Committee and then the
full House. The Senate Appropriations Committee had done
its own markup, first in subcommittee and then in full
committee, June 12 and 14.

“The endgame for a final appropriations bill is unknown at
this time, but agreement between the two houses of Congress is likely to be late fall or
early winter at the earliest,” said
a June 18 statement from Directors of Health Promotion and
Education, a trade group.
In his July 17 letter, Cardinal
DiNardo said inclusion of the
Abortion Non-Discrimination
Act “will provide urgently needed relief” by codifying the
Hyde-Weldon amendment,
which has been part of LaborHHS appropriations packages
since 2004, and will enhance
“its enforceability” by closing
loopholes and providing victims of discrimination with a
“private right of action” to defend their rights in court.
Currently, Hyde-Weldon “can
only be enforced by lodging a
complaint with the Department of Health and Human

Services, which in recent years
has given a low priority to such
claims and sometimes has itself
been the perpetrator of discrimination,” Cardinal DiNardo
said.
“Hyde-Weldon’s only stated
penalty for violations is the denial of all Labor-HHS funds to a
state or other governmental entity, which has been criticized
as both implausible and subject
to legal challenge,” he added.
“Some states implementing the
Affordable Care Act have begun
to claim that they can force all
private health plans on their exchanges to cover elective abortion as an ‘essential health benefit.’”
The HHS mandate was characterized by Cardinal DiNardo
as “disregarding all moral and
religious objections by the insurer, employer or other sponsor, female employee, or parent
of minor children.”

The Respect for Rights of
Conscience Act has 224 House
co-sponsors. Cardinal DiNardo
said that while nearly half the
Senate supported it this spring
in a preliminary vote, it failed to
achieve a majority because of
“‘red herring’ arguments that it
would reverse existing protections against discriminatory
withholding of health coverage
from pregnant women, racial
minorities or people with disabilities.”
“These arguments were
demonstrably false, as the legislation leaves in place all existing
protections in these areas,” he
said. “In fact it maintains the
current status quo, as its only
effect is to allow an opt-out on
moral or religious grounds
from the new benefits mandates to be created for the first
time by the Affordable Care Act
itself.”
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Boulder native becomes French
order’s first American priest
BY ALEX ARINIELLO
SPECIAL TO THE DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

“Intense, authentic, burning with Christ.
That is the impression Tony Ariniello leaves
with you,” said Father David Nix in his
homily at the first Mass of Father Anthony
of the Transfiguration.
The two have been friends since 1995
when they met on Tony’s visit to Boston
College, with each taking different paths to
the priesthood. In his homily, Father David
recalled how he received his call to the
priesthood at World Youth Day in Paris in
1997, which he attended with Tony. Father
David followed Tony to St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary and today is a priest
for the Denver Archdiocese.
Tony, who is my son, took a more circuitous path. Like his friend, he began his
priestly formation in the Denver Archdiocese, but then went on to study and immerse himself in monastic life Italy, Israel
and France. His unusual journey to the
priesthood culminated in his ordination at
St. Germaine Basilica in Pibrac, France, on
June 23.
On that day, Father Anthony, 33, became
the first American to be ordained a priest in
the Community of the Beatitudes. The religious order was founded 35 years ago in
Montpellier, France, and today has 65
communities all over the world. There is
one community house in the United
States, at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Denver. Father Anthony will join the community there in September, before leaving

PHOTO PROVIDED

FATHER DAVID Nix lays his hands on
Father Anthony of the Transfiguration .
for his next assignment in Budapest, Hungary, in late 2013.
Father Anthony brings not only unique
American roots to the community, but also
his passionate desire to evangelize, to share
God’s love through sacred music, and to
communicate with people around the
world. He speaks six languages—English,
Spanish, French, Hebrew, Italian and Arabic—and is in the process of adding Hungarian.

See French, Page 20
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Couples ‘go natural’ with NFP

KRISTEN HAMILL holds her two children, John Robert, left, and Patrick, right,
outside her home in Thornton. Her and her husband, John (not pictured), said
natural family planning has changed their lives and made their marriage strong.
They began teaching natural family planning at Nativity of Our Lady Parish in
Broomfield through the Couple to Couple League.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Kristen Hamill says some may think
she’s crazy and old-fashioned for using
natural family planning. She says it puts a
spark in her love life.
“It’s like dating again,”31-year-old
Hamill said.

Couples using birth control never need
to deny themselves the marital embrace,
she said. Natural family planning—the
Church’s approved method for avoiding
or achieving pregnancy—may require
times of abstinence that “makes those
times when you’re together more inti-

See NFP, Page 39
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Bishop Conley tells prayer vigil crowd
to respond to violence with peace

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

AN ATTENDEE of a July 22 prayer vigil at the Aurora Municipal Center expresses her solidarity and love with a paper heart.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Out of the murderous act of a lone gunman came throngs of hopeful citizens in
Aurora July 22 to invoke God and pray for
a new beginning.
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
led a prayer vigil at the Aurora Municipal
Center with an invocation, asking the
crowd to respond to violence with peace
and to evil with love.

“Be present to us,” he said in a prayer to
God. “Help us to love as you love. And
help us to build a community of peace.”
Hordes of people from the local community and across the state came to support and encourage victims’ families and
survivors of the Century Aurora 16 shooting with a prayer vigil just blocks from the
theater where it occurred.
Interfaith leaders and government offi-

SeeLove Page 34

14 l

JULY 25, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

C AT H O L I C L I F E l 1 5

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JULY 25, 2012

Q&A: A discussion with Vatican
astronomer Brother Guy Consolmagno

New particle may unlock new
discoveries, says Vatican astronomer
BY CAROL GLATZ

BY NISSA LAPOINT

A native of Detroit, Brother
Guy
Consolmagno,
astronomer and curator of meteorites for the Vatican Observatory, holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in planetary science from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, as well
as a doctorate from the University of Arizona. Since 1993, he
has served at the Vatican Observatory at the papal summer
residence in Castel Gandolfo,
Italy, outside Rome. He visited
Denver in March and gave a
one-on-one interview to the
Denver Catholic Register about
his work at the Vatican.
Q: Why does the pope need
an astronomer?
A: There’s the practical reason and the deeper reason. The
practical reason is to demonstrate to the world that the
Church supports real astronomy, real science. It is also to remind the faithful that we
should not be anti-science. We
should not be afraid of science.
A faith that is afraid of science
has no faith.
Q: The Catholic Church has
a long history of supporting

BROTHER GUY CONSOLMAGNO, S.J.
science, but it seems many
think that science and religion
are not compatible—that they
are competing ideologies. Can
you respond to this?
A: Science was invented at
the universities founded by the
Church. Until the end of the
19th century, a large percentage of the people publishing
scientific papers were clergymen. It’s really a modern idea
that they are opposed, and it’s
an idea invented by people
who are looking for a stick to
beat the Church. It’s a viciously
anti-Catholic notion, which is
why the pope at the end of the
19th century announced that
it’s supporting an astronomical

observatory. People trying to
push this thinking believe they
are sticking up for science but
are in fact doing terrible damage to science. Some of the
most prominent scientists are
the most deeply religious people. Francis Collins (an American physician-geneticist and
former director of the National
Human Genome Research Institute) is an obvious example.
We would be deterring people
like him from entering the sciences if they had believed science was opposed to their religion.
Q: How did you become interested in science?
A: I was a Sputnik kid. I started kindergarten when Sputnik
(the first artificial satellite to be
put into Earth’s orbit) went up. I
was finishing high school when
people landed on the moon. In
that era, little boys were encouraged to become scientists.
It was the nuns (at my school)
who taught me science, evolution and mathematics. I
learned from them that the Vatican had an observatory. I was
fascinated with science as a
child.

See Q&A, Page 26

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
discovery of a new sub-atomic
particle—the so-called Higgs
boson—may help scientists
discover how the hidden structure of all matter in the universe works, a Vatican astronomer said.
“It indicates that reality is
deeper and more rich and
strange than our everyday life,”
U.S. Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno told Catholic News
Service.
When people go about their
everyday business working or
relaxing, they don’t think about
the tiniest building blocks of
physical matter, but “without
these underlying little things,
we wouldn’t be here,” he said.
Physicists working with the
Large Hadron Collider at
CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research laboratory in Geneva, announced
July 4 that they were “99.999
percent certain” they found evidence of a new particle that
might be key to the structure of
the universe and to understanding nature.
British physicist Peter Higgs
first hypothesized the existence
of the particle in the 1960s as
the final missing element in a

framework called the Standard
Model, which explains how
sub-atomic particles and forces
interact.
Over the decades, with the
help of increasingly powerful
and sophisticated high-energy
particle accelerators, scientists
have been searching for what
atoms are made up of, what the
smaller components of atoms
are made up of, what the nature of those smaller components is, and so on, Brother
Consolmagno said.
But it wasn’t clear why some
materials, such as protons and
electrons, have mass and therefore are attracted to each other
by gravity, while other materials, such as photons, have no
mass, he said.
“Higgs, 50 years ago, worked
out a model called the Standard
Model, that would provide reasons for attraction and why
there is mass,” the Jesuit said.
Higgs predicted that if a particle that produced the effect of
mass existed, it should be “visible” after two atoms were
smashed together at high
enough speeds.
Experiments at CERN have
revealed that “there is something that looks something like
the Higgs boson,” Brother Con-

See Particle, Page 26
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Power of love to conquer hatred
enduring theme of 1962’s ‘Mockingbird’

CNS/UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

GREGORY PECK and Brock Peters star in a scene from the 1962 film "To Kill a
Mockingbird" based on the novel by Harper Lee. Peck won the Oscar for his embodiment of Lee's fictional attorney Atticus Finch. CNS/Universal Studios
BY JOHN P. MCCARTHY

NEW YORK (CNS)—Of the many exceptional movies released in 1962—
“Lawrence of Arabia,” “The Miracle
Worker,” “The Trial of Joan of Arc,” to
name just three—perhaps none is
more beloved than “To Kill a Mockingbird.”
In fact, a case can be made for this
adaptation of Harper Lee’s 1960
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel as the
most admired American film of all
time.
Not only is it a sterling artistic
achievement, its nuanced look at race
relations is revelatory. And audiences
continue to find a dual paragon in the
character of Atticus Finch—among the
greatest fathers and lawyers ever depicted on screen.
Universal Pictures, celebrating its
100th anniversary, has released 50thanniversary editions of “To Kill a
Mockingbird” on DVD and Blu-ray
containing a remastered print and numerous extra features. The latter include an ambitious documentary
about the making of the film, a track
featuring running commentary by director Robert Mulligan and producer
Alan J. Pakula, plus material on the career of star Gregory Peck.
In the most general terms, and while
treating numerous other expansive
themes, “Mockingbird” deals with the
power of love to conquer hatred. It illustrates how frightening yet ultimately liberating it can be when we embrace those whom we consider to be
irredeemably different.
In Depression-era Maycomb, Ala.,
(modeled on Lee’s hometown of Monroeville) widower Atticus is raising two
children—outspoken tomboy Scout
(Mary Badham), and her older brother
Jem (Phillip Alford)—aided by his
black housekeeper Calpurnia (Estelle
Evans).
While the children reckon with
neighborhood eccentrics, most notably the spooky Radley family, Atticus

CNS/UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

UNIVERSAL PICTURES, celebrating its
100th anniversary, has released 50thanniversary editions of "To Kill a
Mockingbird" on DVD and Blu-ray. The
anniversary edition contains a remastered print and numerous extra features, including an ambitious documentary about the making of the film.
is appointed to defend Tom Robinson
(Brock Peters), a black man accused of
raping a white woman. Over the course
of a year, these two plotlines converge,
with the youngsters’ urge to demonize
the unknown paralleling the quest for
justice in a community in which racial
prejudice is institutionalized.
Part ghost story, part coming-of-age
tale, part courtroom drama, “Mockingbird” considers the ways in which we
try to overcome, in Atticus’ words, “the
ugly things in this world” like fear,
poverty and ignorance. On the one
hand, it offers an idealized view of the
South; on the other, it exposes the
harsh reality of that society with a
transformative artistic vision.
Shot in black-and-white, and proceeding at a laconic pace matching the
tempo of small-town life, the produc-

See Mockingbird, Page 37
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‘Ice Age: Continental Drift’ a
modestly entertaining sequel

CNS/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX

MANNY, DIEGO and Sid star in a scene from the animated movie "Ice Age: Continental Drift." The Catholic News Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG—parental guidance
suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.
BY JOHN MULDERIG

NEW YORK (CNS)—As he has been
known to do before, the manic sabertoothed squirrel Scrat (voice of Chris
Wedge) steals the show in “Ice Age:
Continental Drift” (Fox).
Other comic elements in this modestly entertaining 3-D animated sequel, codirected by Steve Martino and Michael
Thurmeier, are beginning to feel worn.
But lessons in loyal friendship and family solidarity are more durable. And the
only red flags for parents are raised by
plot developments that might frighten
the most sensitive and some fleeting potty humor.
When Scrat’s obsessive pursuit of his
ever-elusive acorn accidentally causes
the natural phenomenon of the title, setting the once-united continents asunder,
Earth’s newfound divisions separate
good-hearted mammoth Manny (voice
of Ray Romano) from his levelheaded
wife, Ellie (voice of Queen Latifah), and
their teenage daughter, Peaches (voiced
by Keke Palmer).
This forced family breakup comes at a
bad time: Overprotective Manny and
headstrong Peaches have been quarreling over her aspirations to hang out with
the local in-crowd led by mammoth
heartthrob Ethan (voice of rapper
Drake), whom she’s trying to woo.
Peaches’ membership in Ethan’s clique
also spells trouble for her long-standing
friendship with mole hog Louis (voiced by
Josh Gad) since her snobbish new pals regard him as insufficiently cool.

Determined to reunite his clan, Manny
is aided by his two closest amigos, sloth
Sid (voice of John Leguizamo) and tiger
Diego (voice of Denis Leary). But his efforts are temporarily stymied when the
trio is taken prisoner by a band of pirates
led by bellicose orangutan Captain Gutt
(voice of Peter Dinklage).
Accompanying them into captivity is
Sid’s eccentric Granny (voiced by Wanda
Sykes), whose other relatives have
dumped her in Sid’s keeping—much as
they previously abandoned Sid himself.
Happily for her companions, though,
Granny is not quite as dotty as she first
seems.
The shortcomings of this pleasant but
uninspired fourth installment of the
popular franchise are only emphasized
by its being shown in conjunction with
“The Longest Daycare,” a brilliant short
which features characters from television’s long-running comedy, “The Simpsons.”
The single sight gag of Marge Simpson
dropping her little daughter Maggie off at
the Ayn Rand School for Tots is probably
worth the whole price of admission.
The film contains mild menace and a
bit of scatological humor. The Catholic
News Service classification is A-I—general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG—parental
guidance suggested. Some material may
not be suitable for children.
John Mulderig is on the staff of Catholic
News Service.
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Three books put human face on prison inmates
BY BRIAN WELTER
(CNS) Each of these books
brings out in a unique way the
humanity of America’s millions
of prisoners serving sentences
for murder. The authors, and
the character portraits they
offer, challenge us to see the
hurt and pain within the prisoners themselves.
These convicts live with the
crimes they have committed.
Often, after many years behind
bars, they develop the capacity
to articulate well the sinful and
psychologically dysfunctional
reasons for the crimes and the
underlying causes. These causes, including broken families
and drug abuse, really point
again and again to spiritual
problems, such as failing to live
lives of meaning and faith. In
jail, with little else to do besides
reflect on themselves and their
unfortunate lot, some prisoners come to find meaning and
hope. Then again, many fail to
do so.
“A Different Kind of Cell,” by
W. Paul Jones, tells the story of
Clayton Fountain, who ended
up in jail for murdering a superior officer while in the U.S.
military, exemplifies this mixture of hope and despair. Once
incarcerated, Fountain began a
string of violent attacks that led

prison officials to declare him
one of the most dangerous inmates in the entire prison system.
He was removed from almost
all human contact, and lived in
little more than a cage. After
reading a letter from a Christian woman asking him why he
couldn’t accept the grace offered by Christ, he did indeed
open his heart to the Lord.
Yet the author portrays well
how this was not an easy conversion. Fountain had years of
spiritual struggle ahead of him,
not least of all because of the
crimes he had committed and
his current confinement. Yet he
developed a spirituality bursting with questions, ambition
and hope. He studied theology
by distance, and befriended
the Christian individuals with
whom he came into contact.
This led to a lively exchange of
letters (he wasn’t allowed use of
a computer).
“A Different Kind of Cell” offers readers an unforgettable
journey into the descent and
attempted rise of a man who in
the end tries very hard to follow
Christ.
In “Life After Murder,” journalist Nancy Mullane offers an
anecdotal side to the restless
hopes of men serving time, as
they try to figure out how to
move beyond their crimes. The

CNS

THESE ARE the covers to "A Different Kind of Cell: The Story of a Murderer Who Became a
Monk" by W. Paul Jones, "Life After Murder: Five Men in Search of Redemption" by Nancy Mullane, and "In this Timeless Time: Living and Dying on Death Row in America" by Bruce Jackson
and Diane Christian.
killings were often committed
Mullane gives readers a happy endings, and some do
after getting hooked on drugs strong sense of the pain caused not. Looking toward the unand hanging out with the by these losses, as when Eddie’s happiest of endings, Part One
aunt came to visit him in of “In This Timeless Time” is a
wrong people.
One particularly sad story prison: “The first thing she said pictorial essay of men on death
tells how a large family lost was, ‘I’m sorry.’ I asked her row, with some brief, written
their mother at the age of 39 what she was sorry for. And she summaries telling a part of
and then the father, a few years said, ‘When you were living their story. As with the other
later, essentially to the despair with us for that short time ... I two books, nothing about the
over losing his wife. The chil- went to check on you and you crimes committed is glossed
dren, some of whom were now were curled up, no blankets on over or minimized. Yet the
young adults, attempted to the bed, with your back to- book still aims to show the humove on, but the lure of drugs wards the door, crying. I should manity of these inmates.
One man, 27, muses on the
and gang life proved too much have went in there and hugged
for Eddie, even with the help of you. Instead I closed the door.’”
See Books Page 22
Some of these stories have
aunts and uncles.
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FATHER ANTHONY of the Transfiguration celebrates Mass in the crypt of the
Basilica of Our Lady of Lourdes in France on June 25.

French
From Page 8
But for all his global experiences, Tony,
as he’s always been called, has his roots
firmly in Colorado. He was born in Boulder
and attended Sacred Heart of Jesus School
in Boulder and Fairview High School.
Although he enrolled at the University of
Notre Dame, his future would be most impacted by the fourth and fifth archbishops
of Denver: Archbishop Charles Chaput recruited Tony to one the archdiocese’s seminaries, St. John Vianney, where the rector
was the future Archbishop Samuel Aquila,
who was installed to that post on July 18.
Tony eventually was sent to the North
American College in Rome, and while
there, he became attracted to the spiritual
life found in the Community of the Beatitudes. As he was discerning his vocation,
he took part in monastic life in monasteries in Israel, Roccantica, Italy, and in
Toulouse, France.
Wherever he has lived, Tony has taken to
heart the words of Jesus, “Go, therefore,
and make disciples of all nations.” His diverse language skills are no accident—he
deliberately decided to learn languages to
be better equipped to speak to the world
about Jesus Christ and the Catholic
Church.
Tony also has a facility for sacred music
and he often prepares the music selections
for his community’s liturgies. A familiar
presence, with guitar at his side, he likes to
be able to spontaneously open people’s
hearts to Christian spirituality through
song. While attending St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary he and a few other
seminarians began “Vigil Praise,” a liturgy

of song and adoration aimed at attracting
youth and young adults to the Church.
This tradition continues today.
Although he is comfortable as a citizen
of the world, family has always been an
important part of Father Anthony’s formation. In his master’s thesis, he wrote: “God
made man and calls man to be a little reflection of the Trinity (wording that finds
an echo in the Beatitudes’ rule of life). It is
the reality of our relationships in Christ, of
married life, of consecrated virginity, of
parish life, and of the new forms of Christian community like the Beatitudes.”
Father Anthony’s ordination was literally an international event, presided over by
Archbishop Robert le Gall of Toulouse and
concelebrated with more than 40 priests.
The ancient rite, performed in French,
made priests of five young men, including
natives of Poland, France and Africa. The
Ariniello family was also there in full
force—15 family members attended, including my wife Nancy and me, Tony’s siblings Teddy, Libby and Jackie, along with
dozens of friends and Beatitudes Community members.
The next day, Father Anthony concelebrated his first Mass at Notre Dame of Taur
(Church of the Bull) in Toulouse. His good
friend, Father David was there, as was Father Michael Rapp and Father Matthew
Book, all of the Denver Archdiocese. The
next day, Father Anthony said Mass in the
crypt of the Basilica of Our Lady of Lourdes, where he also heard his first confessions.
In September, Father Anthony comes
home to Denver and St. Catherine of Siena
Parish. But his longstanding desire, to be a
priest across the world, means that he
won’t be in Colorado for long: Budapest

C AT H O L I C L I F E l 2 1

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JULY 25, 2012

Award-winning lay evangelist’s message: Christ’s love dispels darkness and division
when he was overtaken by “an
overwhelming desire” to go
pray in St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
“The love I felt that day in
that church was unbelievable,” he recalled recently for
the Denver Catholic Register.
So he bought his first Bible
and began to study it.
Hint number two came a
year later, as he drove back
from a self-directed, spiritual
retreat in Grand Lake, Colo.

TONY BOTTAGARO
BY JEAN TORKELSON

On a perfectly ordinary day
in 1981, Tony Bottagaro got
his first hint that life was
about to explode into the
equivalent of a fireworks display.
The Denver real estate developer was in the middle of a
business trip to New York

Suddenly, “I was struck by
lightning with a sense of clarity. I found myself in a sphere
of energy and in that moment
everything was Love. I remember a pickup truck coming the opposite way—and I
can tell you that there was no
degree of separation between
me and whoever was driving
that car. I didn’t know if she
was a Buddhist or a Christian
or good or evil, there was not a

degree of separation between
us. …
“That opened my eyes to
Scripture, the passage where
Christ says, ‘May they all be
one as we are one,’ and I became driven with that call—
but how do you deliver that
message of love, through simplicity? How do you bring it all
together?”
Big question. But Bottagaro
figured it out.

His answer came in the
form of an award-winning
ministry spanning 30 years,
including three books, a play,
a documentary, and a speaking tour that has encompassed audiences at the United Nations, the Pentagon and
the White House. In every
venue, he spreads the message he developed in his seminal work, “To Create a World

See Message, Page 38
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WOMAN DISPLAYS E-BOOK
VERSION OF CATHOLIC CATECHISM

CNS PHOTO/NANCY PHELAN WIECHEC

A woman displays the e-book version of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on an
iPad in Washington June 14. The e-book version, which has been available through
iTunes, Amazon and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' online bookstore, can
now be browsed and read for free on the USCCB website (www.usccb.org). Authorized
by Pope John Paul II in 1986, the catechism was first published in 1992, with a revised second edition released in 2000.

Books

BOOKS

From Page 19
fact that others in jail think he’s much
older than he is: “And it’s hard to believe
that one can age so swiftly in that
amount of time. But I guess it’s all to do
with the mental pressure. There’s a lot of
mental pressure, but you don’t let yourself go. You try to suppress it.”
In “Life After Murder,” Mullane remarks that many of the convicts she
met were “normal”—soft-spoken, even
cheerful and friendly. One also gets a
sense of this “normality” from “In This
Timeless Time,” where murderers smile
broadly or show off their tattoos.
America’s high incarceration rate is
made worse by the lack of funding for
rehabilitation, which means that prisoners often waste years of their time.
These books show the sheer tragedy of
prison, and how these inmates deserve
all the support they can get.
Brian Welter is studying for his doctorate in systematic theology and teaching
English in Taiwan.

Title: “A Different Kind of Cell: The
Story of a Murderer Who Became a
Monk”
Author: W. Paul Jones
Publisher: Wm. B. Eerdmans (Grand
Rapids, Mich., 2011). 134 pp., $14
Title: “Life After Murder: Five Men in
Search of Redemption”
Author: Nancy Mullane
Publisher: Public Affairs Books (New
York, 2012). 384 pp., $26.99
Title: “In this Timeless Time: Living
and Dying on Death Row in America”
Author: Bruce Jackson and Diane
Christian
Publisher: University of North Carolina
Press (Chapel Hill, N.C., 2012). 242 pp.,
with DVD. $35
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

An episcopal quiz
honoring bishops
A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St.
Teresa of Avila. For each question there
is one right answer. Each quiz will have
one question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None of the
Above.”
This “Nun of the Above Special Edition”
welcomes Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila
to the Denver Archdiocese and thanks
him and Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
for their service. In honor of the apostolic succession the bishops embody,
there are 12 questions in this episcopalthemed quiz.
1. An archbishop occupies the metropolitan see of a province, within which
are other dioceses. The bishops of
these dioceses are known as suffragan
bishops. There are three dioceses within the Denver Archdiocese: Colorado
Springs, Pueblo and this out-of-state
diocese:
A. Santa Fe
B. Cheyenne
C. Lincoln
D. Salt Lake City
E. NOTA
2. Canon 436 gives the archbishop’s
competencies over his suffragen dioceses. Which of these would not be included in the archbishop’s powers?
A. exercising vigilance with respect to
matters of faith and discipline
B. informing the pope of abuses that
might require a canonical visit if the suffragen bishop fails to do so
C. designating a diocesan administrator
when the office is vacant if the college of
consultors fails to do so
D. determining the establishment of new
parishes within the borders of the suffragen
E. NOTA
3. Before an archbishop can exercise
his metropolitan jurisdiction, he must
receive a pallium which is woven from
the wool of two lambs. What special
ceremony takes place to ready the
lambs to give their wool for the pallium?
A. They are led through the streets of
Rome from St. Mary Major Basilica to St.
Peter’s
B. They are separated from all other
sheep for nine days
C. They are fed organic grains and artesian water
D. They are blessed in St. John Lateran’sBasilica on the feast of St. Agnes
E. NOTA
4. Once made, the pallium is then
blessed by the pope:
A. a fortnight before the archbishop is
installed
B. on the vigil of the feast of Sts. Peter
and Paul
C. just before midnight on Christmas Eve
D. with water from the Jordan River
E. NOTA

6. Archbishop Aquila’s coat of arms
has his motto “Quodcumque Dixerit
Facite,” which is taken from words spoken at:
A. the wedding feast at Cana
B. the foot of the Cross
C. the Last Supper
D. the Sermon on the Mount
E. NOTA
7. Solemn Vespers were prayed the
evening before Archbishop Aquila’s installation. What prayer is traditionally
a part of Vespers?
A. Psalm 23
B. De Profundis
C. The Magnificat
D. The Litany of the Saints
E. NOTA
8. As chief celebrant of Solemn Vespers, Bishop Conley still had this title,
which he no longer has:
A. Archdiocesan Vicar
B. Prelate Pro Temp
C. Episcopal Executor
D. Pastoral Adjudicator
E. NOTA
9. A Willa Cather novel is in part
based on the lives of Archbishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy and Bishop Joseph Projectus Machebeuf. What is this novel’s
title?
A. “How the West was Won for Christ”
B. “Death Comes for the Archbishop”
C. “Santa Fe’s Holy Faithful”
D. “Nuns Along the Rockies”
E. NOTA
10. What vessel of the altar of Bishop
Machebeuf was used in Archbishop
Aquila’s installation Mass?
A. the ciborium
B. the paten
C. the corporal
D. the chalice
E. NOTA
11. How many years older is the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception than Archbishop Aquila?
A. 14
B. 27
C. 39
D. 63
E. NOTA
12. Archbishop Aquila’s Italian heritage is specifically:
A. Sicilian
B. Neapolitan
C. Venetian
D. Milanian
E. NOTA

Special thanks to one of the Church’s
newest canon lawyers, Mary Van Scott,
who sent information for this quiz from
her home in Poland.
Answers: 1. B, 2. D, 3. D, 4. B, 5. C, 6.
A, 7. C, 8. E (Apostolic Administrator), 9.
B, 10. D 11. C, 12. A

BY PETER WESTHOFF

5. The cross that an archbishop is entitled to use has this distinguishing
characteristic:
A. it is made of mahogany
B. it has a second-class relic embedded
within it
C. it has a double bar
D. it has a bronze INRI mark
E. NOTA
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CNS PHOTO/ALESSIA GIULIANI, CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO

U.S. JESUIT Brother Guy Consolmagno, an astronomer with the Vatican Observatory,
is pictured with the observatory's meteorite collection in this 2006 file photo.

Q&A
From Page 15
Q: In addition to being an astronomer at the Vatican Observatory,
you are curator of the Vatican’s meteorite collection. What kinds of meteorites are in the collection?
A: My background is really in geology
of the planets rather than physics.
These meteorites are samples from the
asteroid belt. Some are from the moon
and some from Mars. The Vatican has a
marvelous collection that was donated
by a French nobleman in the 1930s.
What’s marvelous about the collection
is that it has a little bit of almost every
type. It’s my job to make sure the collection is used for science. I will send samples out to other scientists or we’ll do
trades.
Q: Can you share with readers a project you and the observatory staff are
currently working on? What projects
have you most enjoyed?
A: One thing we’ve been interested in
is how the material that makes up the
asteroids in the outer solar system is affected by heat. It’s important to understand how they absorb and re-radiate
sunlight yet no one has ever done a systematic measurement of these types of
properties of meteorite material. We’re

Particle
From Page 15
solmagno said. The new data “will be
used to test the Standard Model and
how sub-atomic particles work,” he
said.
The Higgs boson had been
nicknamed “the God particle” as “a
joke” in an attempt to depict the particle as “almost like a gift from God to
help explain how reality works in the
sub-atomic world,” he said. Because
the particle is believed to be what gives
mass to matter, it was assigned the godlike status of being able to create something out of nothing.
But such “God of the gaps”
conjectures are not only bad reasons to

in the midst of doing that now.
They’ve all been fun. One of the joys
of working at the Vatican Observatory is
I get to choose the science that I think is
interesting and not the science that
some grant proposal will pay for. It’s
great fun working at the telescope.
There’s a team of us using our telescope
to measure the colors of the objects beyond Neptune—the objects of Pluto is
just one example. It’s an ongoing project.
Mostly (I enjoy) spending time at the
telescope: staying up all night in this
quiet, remote area on the mountain top,
nibbling at snacks, drinking coffee and
chatting with my friends. It is a very
meditative, almost monastic kind of
life.
Q: Have you and the staff researched
the possibility of life on Mars?
A: That’s the kind of question we get
all the time. The (United Nations) declared 2009 the International Year of Astronomy (to commemorate the 400th
anniversary of Galileo’s first use of a telescope) and the pope was a great supporter of that year. The Vatican cosponsored a week-long scientific institute on astrobiology, the study of the
possibility of life on other planets. It was
held in Rome. Certainly it’s possible.
Unfortunately, we don’t have any data
yet but we keep looking.
believe in God, they are also bad science, Brother Consolmagno said.
“You’ll look foolish, in say 2050, when
they discover the real reason” for a phenomenon that was explained away earlier by the hand of God, he said.
However, another kind of faith and
hope do exist in the scientific community, he said.
“No one would have built this enormous experiment,” tapping the time
and talents of thousands of scientists
around the world, “without faith they
would find something,” he said.
“My belief in God gives me the
courage to look at the physical universe
and to expect to find order and beauty,”
he said. “It’s my faith that inspires me to
do science.”
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Evil
From Page 2
said. “The Father does not leave his Son
dead or his beloved children dead, but
rather he calls them home to live with
him and he gives to us the promise of
eternal life and resurrection.”
With many prayers, the Church responded to the early-morning rampage
July 20 that ranks among the worst
mass shootings in U.S. history.
It began about 12:30 a.m. inside a
dark theater, which was packed for the
first showing of the Batman movie “The
Dark Knight Rises.” A gunman entered
the front of the theater and set off what
witnesses describe as tear gas or a
smoke bomb before opening fire into
the crowd. The horrified crowd realized
the man dressed in black and wearing a
gas mask was not connected to the action film. Police report the man fired
shots at a rapid pace with a semi-automatic rifle and shotgun.
Police arrested 24-year-old James
Holmes as a suspect in the shooting. He
is in custody at the Arapahoe County
Jail.
“It’s an act that defies description,”
Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper said
in a press conference. “Again, there just
aren’t words.”
Police responded to 911 calls about
gunfire and arrived on scene within
minutes. More than 150 law enforcement plus emergency personnel
worked quickly to aid victims and witnesses, Aurora Police Chief Dan Oates
said in a press conference. Ten victims
died in the theater, two in the hospital
and 58 were wounded, he said.

“Certainly, the love of the father is stronger than the bullets that killed 12 people and
wounded (dozens more). … The
risen Christ points to that
truth.”
—Archbishop Samuel Aquila
One of the wounded is a friend of Jo
Ann Younger, 15, of Queen of Peace. She
and her mother, Juliet, spent hours visiting her 14-year-old friend before the
Mass. She said he remains in critical
condition at University of Colorado
Hospital after suffering wounds to the
chest.
“We got to see him, but he could not
respond,” Younger told the Denver

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila blesses
Emily Stetson Friday after a Mass July
20 at Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora.
Faithful gathered for a Mass to mourn
the lives lost and families impacted by
the shooting at Century Aurora 16
Theater early that morning.
Catholic Register after the Mass.
They said they went to the Mass to
find peace and understanding.
Once the community learned of the
shooting, priests at Aurora parishes responded to requests for help. Father
Terry Kissell of St. Michael the
Archangel Parish talked to concerned
and upset youths who learned some
friends were at the Aurora movie theater. Father Mauricio Bermudez of
Queen of Peace talked to a distraught 6year-old child who learned her cousin
had died in the theater.
The Denver Archdiocese is offering
support for all survivors and family
members of victims with counseling
and spiritual direction from counselors
and priests. Auxiliary Bishop James
Conley also led an invocation at a
prayer vigil July 22 in Aurora.
In a joint statement, Archbishop
Aquila and Bishop Conley said they
stand in solidarity with their brothers
and sisters cast into darkness. They said
they hope all people will find peace and
are granted the gift of new life.
We hope also for the perpetrator of
this terrible crime, and we pray for his
conversion,” they said. “Only Jesus
Christ can overcome the darkness of
such evil.”
Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
;www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
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AUXILIARY BISHOP James Conley distributes scapulars July 16 to faithful
kneeling inside the chapel at Carmel of the Holy Spirit Monastery in Littleton.

Friends of Carmel pledge drive aids nuns
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The Discalced Carmelite nuns in Littleton rely entirely on the alms of faithful
to support their vocation and life in the
monastery.
Despite a recent pledge drive, the
cloistered nuns are continuing to accept
donations.
“I think the pledge was very good,”
said Sister Mary of Jesus from the
monastery. “Although I think there was
some decrease from last year.”
The Carmelites accepted donations
during their annual triduum liturgies
this month at the Carmel of the Holy
Spirit monastery chapel at 6138 S.
Gallup St. in Littleton.
Denver Auxiliary Bishop James Conley
led one of the three liturgies July 14-16
that included the rosary, Scripture readings and a homily followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. The bishop spoke about his own discovery of the
promises of the scapular while in college. He then enrolled and distributed
Carmelite scapulars to the faithful at the
chapel.
“Those who live and die piously wearing the scapular have the promise of Our
Lady through St. Simon Stock,” Sister
Mary of Jesus explained. “It’s not magical. It has to be worn piously.”
The scapular was presented to St. Simon of the Carmelite order in 1251.

TO DONATE
Prayer requests: send mail or call the
sisters
Donations: may be sent to assist
with monastery upkeep
Mail: Carmel of the Holy Spirit
Monastery, 6138 S. Gallup St.,
Littleton, CO 80120
Call: 303-798-4176

Mary promised that whoever dies wearing the scapular will not suffer eternal
fire.
The triduum liturgies and distribution
of the scapulars is an annual tradition at
the monastery. Since its founding in
1947, the Friends of Carmel was established to help the nuns with the
monastery’s upkeep. At the time of the
triduums, the Friends of Carmel ask the
laity to send a check of any amount directly to the monastery in a fundraising
drive.
“We don’t ask for much,” Sister Mary
of Jesus said. “Whatever people want to
give is most helpful.”
The sisters spend their lives praying
for the needs of the whole Church, particularly for the Denver Archdiocese.
“Our responsibility is to pray for all
those whether we receive donations or
not. It’s our life here,” she added.
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Love
From Page 13
cials spoke about the earlymorning rampage that ranks
among the worst mass shootings
in U.S. history. A little after midnight July 20, a gunman entered
the front of a theater for a showing of the movie “The Dark
Knight Rises” and released a gas
canister. The gunman then
opened fire into the crowd of
moviegoers, killing 12 and
wounding 58.

The names of the victims were
read during the vigil and were applauded by the crowd. Their families and the survivor’s families
were saluted by police officers and
cheered on.
Aurora Mayor Steve Hogan said
tragedies like the shooting test the
community and country. It is a
time to reach out and love one another as a family would, he said.
“Now is the time to grieve, now
is the time to heal and now is the
time to begin to overcome,” he
said.
Rather than being defined by

the tragedy, he asked the crowd to
be defined by their kindness to
each other and show support.
“Tonight we support the survivors,” he continued. “It is also a
night to honor those who risked
their lives for others.”
The crowd shook hands and
said a word of thanks to the Aurora police officers who were at the
vigil, and gave applause to members of the military.
Solo Miller, of Aurora, said she
came to the vigil to show support
to her community even though
she’s still in denial that the shoot-

ing occurred.
“It’s odd that it’s so close to
home,” she said.
Others felt the tragedy more severely, like 24-year-old Crystal
Miller, whose brother was at the
theater the night of the shooting.
Her brother, who worked at the
theater, and his friends, escaped
Century Aurora 16 unharmed.
“I won’t let my brother out of
my sight,” she said, while holding
a lighted candle with Jesus’ image
on it. “These kids will never be the
same.”
Some held up signs that read
“angels walk with those who
grieve” and “raise up Aurora” and
“hope lives.” Others stood quietly
with an American flag draped
over their shoulders and some
kept their heads bowed in contemplation.
Gov. John Hickenlooper concluded his talk with a message.
“Colorado,” he said, “God is
here for you and always will be.”
At the end of his invocation,
Bishop Conley reminded those
gathered at the vigil about the
words in the Gospel: “Blessed are
those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.”
He asked for prayers for God’s
mercy and love, and for the conversion of the perpetrator.
“We pray that each of us
mayjoin in the victory of your resurrection. Amen,” he concluded.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister Ni
ssa;www.nissa.lapoint@archden.org

l 35

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l JULY 25, 2012

Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Latin Mass for Aurora tragedy:
will be celebrated at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Parish, 5612 S. Hickory
St., Littleton. Mass will be offered
for victims and their families.
July 27: 7 p.m.
Mass outside Planned Parenthood:
offered by Father Joseph Hearty
in the parking lot at 7155 E. 38th
Ave., Denver. Contact joseph51015
@yahoo.com for details.
July 28 and Aug. 25: 11:30 a.m.
Mass for Homeless: every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the
Samaritan House Chapel, 2301
Lawrence St., Denver. Adoration
held afterward. Call 303-294-0241.
July 30, Aug. 1 and 3: 7:30 a.m.
Celebratory Mass: for Sister Rosa
Lombardi and her 50 year- anniversary in the Religious Teachers of Saint Lucy Filippini Institute. All invited to Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver.
Aug. 4: 5:30 p.m.

Archbishop’s Regional Masses:
scheduled at parishes across the
diocese for the newly-installed
Archbishop Aquila to meet and reconnect with the faithful. Masses
will be at St. Helena Church in
Fort Morgan, Holy Name Church in
Steamboat Springs, St. Claire of
Assisi Church in Edwards and the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
Aug. 4: 5:30 p.m. at St. Helena
Aug. 11: 5:30 p.m. at Holy Name
Aug. 12: 10:30 a.m. at St. Claire
Aug. 18: 6:30 p.m. at Cathedral
Parish Anniversary Mass: at Our
Lady of the Plains, 186 N. McDonnell St., Byers. Bishop James Conley will celebrate Mass in honor of
its 40th anniversary and bless its
stained glass windows. Call 303822-5880 for details.
Aug. 5: 11:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver.
Aug. 5: 3 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Catholic Speed Dating: for ages
22-42 at Old Chicago, 10180 Grant
St., Northglenn. Cost is $30. RSVP
to datecatholic@aol.com or 720309-5321. Visit www.denvercatholic
speeddate.com for details.
July 29: 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Benedictine Vocations Retreat: for
women ages 18-30 at the Abbey of
St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine
Way, Virginia Dale. Visit, pray and
work with the nuns to learn more
about their life and charism. Cost
is $20. Contact walburgavocations@gmail.com or 970-472-0612
for details.
Aug. 3-5

“Saints in the Making”: discussion with author and CatholicMom.com founder Lisa Hendey at
Regis University, 3333 Regis Blvd.,
Denver. Mass beforehand at 5:45
p.m. Cost for talk is $35. Register
by Aug. 1 at www.nddenver.com.
Call 970-690-3896 or email
lynseystrand@hotmail.com with
questions.
Aug. 4: 7:15 p.m.
St. Frances Cabrini Marriage
Preparation: class at the parish
at 6673 W. Chatfield Ave., Littleton. Marriage class will fulfill part
of archdiocesan requirements.
Visit www.sfcparish.org or call
303-953-7766 for details.
Aug. 17-19
“Hebrew Experience” Summer
Class: begins next month at St.
Catherine of Siena Church, 4200
Federal Blvd., Denver. Four-week
Saturday class will explore the
Jewish roots of Christianity. Cost
is $150. Register at srmagdalit@
hotmail.com or call 303-4559090.
Aug. 18-Sept. 8: 2-5:30 p.m.

Marriage Encounter Weekends:
coming to Colorado at the Red Lion Hotel, 4040 Quebec St., Denver. Volunteer couples and a
priest teach skills on loving communication. Cost is $50. To register, visit www.northerncolorado
me.org. Contact grangers@north
erncoloradome.org or 303-6046202 for details.
Aug. 3-5
Couple Relationship Class: for
dating, engaged and married couples held Tuesday nights in Bonfils
Hall on the JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. Informational
night 7 p.m. Sept. 18 in Bonfils
Hall. Cost is $250 per couple. Sign
up for class at 303-715-3160 or
phil.webb@archden.org.
Sept. 25-Oct. 30: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

PILGRIMAGES
Pilgrimage to Fatima, Spain and

France: with Father Henri
Tshibambe of Our Lady of Fatima
Parish. Tour Fatima, Burgos, Lourdes, Paris and Lisieux. Cost is
$3,200. Call 720-519-9846.
Sept. 10-19
Pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece:
led by Father Reinhold Weissbeck
of St. John the Baptist Church,
Longmont. Visit the seven Asia Minor churches and the footsteps of
St. Paul. Cost is $4,848. Call 970353-7500.
Sept. 11-26
Four-Island Tour of Hawaii: on a
15-day trip with the Knights of
Columbus. Cost is $2,876. Call 303794-5459 for information.
Sept. 19-Oct. 3
Tour the Holy Land: with Father
Hugh Guentner of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Denver.
Cost is $2,749 Call 303-794-3747.
Jan. 22-31, 2013
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje, Austria
and Poland: with Father Rocco
Porter and Father Tadeusz
Kopczynski from Blessed John XXIII
University Parish, Fort Collins. Cost
is estimated at $4,925. Contact
970-219-1560 or
medjpoland2013@gmail.com for
more information.
May 25-June 7, 2013
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Conley
From Page 5
reached and hope can be inspired. This message will inspire fruitful conversations
and earnest reflection. It will
foster belief.
Laywomen Elizabeth Walker
and Monica Smith, initiators
of the pro-life Signs of Hope
billboard initiative, have dedicated themselves to this effort
at the most essential level—by

Mockingbird
From Page 17
tion feels rooted in a particular time and place while simultaneously possessing a
timeless, almost fairytale
quality.
This
concretely
dreamlike atmosphere was
conjured on Universal’s Hollywood back lot, reportedly using frame houses displaced by
the construction of Dodger
Stadium.
Horton Foote’s intuitive
screenplay and Elmer Bernstein’s music score are key ingredients; and director Mulligan’s staging has a theatrical
immediacy that’s enhanced
by inventive camerawork.
Peck won the Oscar for his
embodiment of Atticus Finch,

proclaiming the dignity of unborn children and God’s love
for them. I want to thank them
for their efforts, their fellow
parishioners at St. Joan of Arc
Parish, and anyone else who is
involved in this apostolate.
Our commitment to the
Gospel of Life should not end
with such projects. A pro-life
commitment should also be a
part of how mothers and fathers raise their families. Parents, you are the first teachers
of values and faith for your
children. Make it a point to

speak to your children about
the importance of life, take
them to pray in front of abortion clinics, pray with them for
unborn children and their
parents.
For those who aren’t married, seek to show your love for
life, born and unborn, by
inviting your friends to prolife events, praying together
for the unborn, and finding
ways to support families that
are struggling or just in need
of some extra help.
All of us need to embrace

and defend the goodness of
life with our own lives.
To quote Blessed Mother
Teresa, “Do something beautiful for God.” If you do beautiful things for him—like supporting pro-life efforts such as
the Signs of Hope apostolate—you will witness to the
goodness and beauty of life,
and hearts will be drawn to
God—the ultimate lover of
life.
May all of us be a sign of
hope for those we encounter
each day. May they see in us a

person who is deeply in love
with God, and therefore, full of
hope and joy.

and the performance represents the perfect melding of
actor and character.
In a documentary on the
bonus DVD, Peck describes
the role as “a blessing and gift
from Harper Lee.” He made
the most of it, transmitting Atticus’s affection and firm
sense of justice with an entertaining purity. It’s also touching to hear about the close
bond Peck forged with Badham and Alford, as the young
Alabamans were making their
excellent screen debuts.
Fifty years later, some may
find the movie’s handling of
race to be too indirect. For instance, there’s a public-private split in the behavior of
two authority figures. The
sheriff and judge each indicate their frustration, if not

quite disgust, with the way
African-Americans are treated; and their behind-thescenes actions confirm their
relatively enlightened attitudes. Yet neither dares speak
out publicly.
Only Atticus has the
courage to express his view in
an open forum, both by agreeing to defend Robinson and in
his stirring closing argument.
Silence enabled the injustice of segregation to endure
for as long as it did. And
though Lee was clearly challenging the status quo regarding race in the book, the
catch-all lessons about tolerance that Atticus imparts to
Scout may sound faint to contemporary ears.
From our perspective, after
the progress engendered by

the civil rights movement, fervently protesting the instruments of discrimination can
appear to be the only valid
means of dismantling them.
Besides which, we’re become
accustomed to blunter, less
subtle modes of expression in
our art and popular entertainment.
But the genius of “To Kill a
Mockingbird” is that the narrative itself, and the gentle
way in which it is realized, are
sufficient to convey a strong
message against racial injustice. Rather than offer a shrill
manifesto, the book and
movie exemplify truths on an
aesthetic plane using symbols, allegory and metaphor.
When the story ends, outwardly little has changed in
Maycomb. Yet momentous

change has been wrought in
the hearts and minds of Scout
and Jem, within members of
the black community who
stand to salute Atticus as he
leaves the courtroom, and
possibly within the silent
white citizenry.
Likewise, “To Kill a Mockingbird” remains in the literary and cinematic canons because it broadens our sensibilities and sympathies. Few
works of art, popular or otherwise, genuinely do that.
Rather than lament their
scarcity in recent years, perhaps we should interpret it
positively, as a sign of progress
in our collective morality.

SIGNS OF HOPE
A nonprofit, pro-life
organization
Visit: www.signsofhopebillboards.org
Call: 303-420-1232
Donate: Mail donations to
Signs of Hope, P.O. Box 1384,
Arvada, CO

John P. McCarthy is a guest
reviewer for Catholic News
Service.
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Message

ABOUT TONY
BOTTAGARO

From Page 21
More Human and More Divine,” the title of his first book and documentary.
Everywhere, he delivers his message
in the tangy accent of his native New
York, though he has lived in Colorado
for decades, raising five kids with his
wife, Cathy—all the while continuing
his business enterprises.
Now, Bottagaro is pouring his vast
creative juices into one 90-minute dramatic presentation, “A Conversation
with Tony Bottagaro,” which he is offering to schools, libraries and nonprofit
organizations. He sees the collaboration as a great fundraising tool for any
organization, and a new way to get out
his message, which remains as fresh to
him as it was 30 years ago.
“It’s about time I take this 30-year
odyssey to the people,” he said.
While he’s firm in his belief “we are
all one,” he makes it clear in his presentations that he speaks as a Christian.
“It’s better to be strong in your faith
and then come together,” he emphasized. “But never let go of who you are
as a Christian.”
What audiences see first is a man of
“timeless” age (his word), standing before them in street clothes and lifting
just one prop, which shall remain
nameless.
“I don’t want to reveal too much,” he
said. “I don’t want to ruin it for people.”
But his theme? Bottagaro will reveal
that, anytime, anywhere.
“When we remove the cloak of dark-

To Contact or to set up a presentation
Call: 303-517-5825
Email: info@athonybottagaro.com
Visit: www.anthontbottagaaro.com

CREATIVE WORKS
Books
“To Create a World More Human and
More Divine” (1983)
“Revolution: A Challenge of Love”
(1988)
“The Poet, The Count, and The Peddlar” (2006)
for purchase go to www.anthonybottagaro.com or amazon.com
Documentary
“To Create a World More Human and
More Divine” (1984; 22 minutes; available on YouTube)

Play
“Mario the Peddlar” (2007)

ness with love and hope and recognize
one another, then life changes for the
better.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
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NFP
From Page 11
mate,” Hamill said.
Hamill and her husband, John, of Nativity of Our Lord Parish in Broomfield,
tossed out the birth control pill and
chose the natural method of birth regulation before they married in the
Church more than seven years ago.
The resulting benefits to their marriage—quality communication and
complete self-giving—made them
strong proponents of natural family
planning.
This week, Catholics across the country are recognizing Natural Family Planning Awareness Week from July 22-July
28. The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops is promoting the theme “faithfully yours” with supporting resources
to educate the public about the
Church’s teachings. July 25 also marks
the anniversary of the papal encyclical
on human sexuality called “Humanae
Vitae” (“Of Human Life”).
The awareness campaign comes at a
critical time since birth control came to
the forefront of public debate after the
federal Health and Human Services Department mandate was applied to nonprofit organizations. Catholics and people of all faiths cried out against the
mandate that would require many religious organizations to provide employee health coverage for morally-objectionable abortifacients and contraception.
Revolts against artificial contraception came in many forms, and young
engaged and married couples began to
take notice.
“There is just a huge movement of
young people who are starting to realize
that contraception is a crock and it’s not
all it’s cracked-up to be,” Hamill said.
One edgy website with retro-style
graphics and catchy slogans called
1Flesh.org spread quickly across Facebook and the Web with much fanfare.
The site, launched by “Bad Catholic”
blogger Marc Barnes in response to the
HHS mandate, was founded as a grassroots movement in revolt of artificial
contraception and in support of “natural” sex.
It’s received support from local
Catholic couples, like Laura Cramer,
who married Kenn Cramer of St.
Raphael Counseling this year.
“It’s a well-presented website,” she
said. “It’s a good place to start a conversation.”

The site posts graphics with words like
“100 percent organic” and “it’s better
naked” referring to a total union and uninterrupted gift of love between spouses
“We want women and men to be respected and loved for who they are, to
the very depths of their being. We want
sex free from fear, love free from use, and
a world of people who love and respect
their own bodies,” according to the site.
The Church teaches that natural family planning, an umbrella term for methods used to achieve, or avoid, pregnancies, reflects the dignity of the human
person and promotes openness to life.
“By respecting the love-giving and
life-giving natures of marriage, (natural
family planning) can enrich the bond
between husband and wife,” according
to the USCCB.
Cramer believes natural family planning “affirms the promise we give in
marriage to give ourselves fully and
completely to each other.”
Modern movements like 1Flesh.org
are just the first step in effectively and
professionally raising awareness and educating about natural family planning,
she said.
According to Phil Webb, director of the
Office of Marriage and Family Life for
the Denver Archdiocese, there are many
resources with detailed information
about Church teaching and the “how to”
of NFP.
Natural family planning, which includes the sympto-thermal method and
Creighton Model for determining a
woman’s fertility, was unknown to
Hamill before she began marriage
preparation classes.
She was unaware of the harmful effects of the birth control pill she once
used—rated by the World Health Organization as a carcinogen harmful to humans, on par with smokeless tobacco
products and asbestos.
“No one told me how the pill worked,”
she said, referring to how it can act as an
abortifacient and has been linked to a
higher risk of breast cancer. “It’s painful
to think if an (abortion) could have occurred.”
She and her husband are enthusiastic
about the drug-free and organic way of
monitoring her fertility.
“Some people think we’re crazy
Catholics,” she said. “But (NFP) is totally
life changing. It really does make your
marriage stronger.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.lap o i n t @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
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