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Leaving a legacy of love
Catholic Foundation
offers parishes
matching grants
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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Each donation to a parish is
like leaving a gift of love for
Christ, one that keeps giving
for years.
The Catholic Foundation of
Northern
Colorado
announced its plans to add to
this legacy by opening its
check book.
“We have created the Parish
Matching Grant Program to
help people leave a legacy for
their love of Jesus Christ and
their parish,” said the foundation’s CEO and president,
Deacon Steve Stemper.
In the first such program of
its kind, the foundation approved a $1 million matching
grant program available to
100 archdiocesan parishes to
encourage giving to parishes
for capital or operating and
maintenance needs.
In using the foundation’s
money to match funds, “we
will seed something beyond
what we could have done
(alone),” said Dave Fantz, the
foundation’s administrative
officer.
During the next two years,
every dollar given by parishioners into a parish endowment account at the foundation will be matched by up to
$10,000.
This means $20,000 can be
immediately available—or

PHOTO PROVIDED

VOLUNTEERS at Annunciation Parish’s Twin Parishes Center in Denver prepare food in its
newly-remodeled food bank for the 600 families who rely on it. The renovations done to the
old Victorian home were made possible in part through a grant from The Catholic Foundation.
A new driveway, loading dock and interior remodel were completed last year. “We made a
good functioning space,” said director Linda King.
saved for the future—for
parishes to use to address financial needs at a pastor’s request and the foundation’s approval.
Fifty parishes this year and
another 50 in 2014—including
those that already have an endowment—are eligible for the
grant. The program may be
expanded in 2015, administrators said.
The grant comes with plan-

VOCATIONS

ning services offered at no
start-up cost or obligation to
help parishioners discuss their
goals and options in choosing
an appropriate gift made with
joy from the heart.
Father Robert Wedow of St.
Anthony Parish in Sterling and
two other rural parishes is
thankful for the endowment
through the foundation.
“There are times in the life of
every parish where not only do

you need a new roof, but you’re
trying to build a shrine and you
want some kind of help to fund
that,” Father Wedow said. “It
just becomes a nest egg for us.”
The added financial advice
from the foundation’s staff
helps a pastor at medium and
smaller parishes lacking those
resources, he said.
“A lot of times as pastors we
don’t know the best or finan-

See Foundation, Page 6

YEAR OF FAITH: PRIESTHOOD
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treasured for their valuable service
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Through the ministerial priesthood the Church becomes aware in faith that her being comes not from
herself but from the grace of Christ in the Holy Spirit.
The apostles and their successors, inasmuch as they
exercise an authority that comes to them from Christ,
the head and shepherd, are placed—with their ministry
–in the forefront of the Church as a visible continuation and sacramental sign of Christ in his own position
before the Church and the world, as the enduring and ever new source of
salvation, he “who is head of the Church, his body, and is himself its savior” (Eph 5:23; Blessed John Paul II, “Pastores Dabo Vobis,” 16).
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SAMUEL J. AQUILA

Why traditional marriage
is worth protecting
I’m not a politician, or a member of any political party. As a
priest, and as the archbishop of Denver, my loyalty must always
be to the truth, and not to partisan politics. St. Peter was clear
about the dangers of partisanship: “We must obey God and not
man.” That is true for every faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.
While blind partisanship is not appropriate, all Catholics
have a duty to engage in the political process, because our government’s laws have real impact on millions of families. Laws
that fail to respect human dignity can cause immeasurable
harm. Laws permitting abortion, for example, lead to the death
of more than 1 million children in America each year. One million unique, unrepeatable, human beings will not see the light
of day because of an immoral law.
On the other hand, laws that promote human dignity, natural
rights and the family can do tremendous good. Doing good—
by respecting, promoting and protecting natural human
rights—is what governments are supposed to be about.
I’ve been thinking about this a lot as our country debates the
redefinition of marriage. Catholics know, of course, that marriage is a divinely created institution between a man and a
woman. But it is also an institution with legal status—one that
is regulated by the laws of our state. Over the past few months,
well-meaning Catholics have asked me why the government
should bother with marriage at all. “If we can’t agree on what
marriage is,” I’ve been asked, “why should governments get involved?”
The question is a good one. If we don’t understand why governments are involved in the business of marriage, we won’t
understand why our debate over civil unions and “gay marriage” matters at all.
Marriage is, in the words of Princeton University professor
Robert George, a “pre-political form of relationship,” which exists prior to the existence of the state. “Far from unique,” says
Dr. George, “marriage is … like other moral realities, most notably human rights. The right not to be discriminated against
based on one’s skin color, say, would exist as a moral principle
governing human conduct even in the absence of positive law.”
If the goal of government is to protect human goods and human rights, then government has an obligation to protect marriage—and to promote it. We create laws to protect against
racial discrimination because freedom from discrimination is a
human good. The same is true of marriage.
The importance of promoting marriage has been understood
since ancient times. Ancient Romans and Greeks recognized
that marriage was an important human good. They understood
that marriage creates the stable environment which children
deserve and that stable families create peaceful societies. Because of this, ancient Western cultures created laws to promote
marriage, and to ensure that wives and children receive the stable protective benefit of families. As Roman and Hellenic influence moved across Europe and Asia, laws promoting marriage
played an important role in promoting stable families for children.
Historically, the west regulated marriage in order to promote
families, which protected women and children. Civilly recognizing marriage and providing benefits to married couples reinforced the idea that stable families are a social good—that children deserve a mother and a father, and that all people should
invest in protecting families. Only a man and a woman can reproduce; every human being has a natural mother and father.
Today, we’ve lost that idea. We no longer think about marriage as the nucleus of a family. We think of it as a public affirmation of mutual affections and we separate reproduction
from the family. If that is all marriage is, well-meaning people
can suggest that it’s reasonable for government to step away
from marriage.
But the truth is that we need marriage promotion more than
ever. More children than ever before are raised without fathers. More women are left to raise children alone. The three
goods of marriage are a lifelong commitment, fidelity to one’s

See Aquila, Page 15

Appeal helps to make divine
appointments possible
Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal
funds some 40
ministries

2013
ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL

BY NISSA LAPOINT

In a brief moment, Lynn
Grandon felt a prompting
from the Holy Spirit to minister to a woman who had lost
hope.
The woman suffered 24
miscarriages and felt bitter.
“You could see it on her
face,” said Grandon, director
of the Lighthouse Women’s
Center in Denver. “It was just
heart wrenching.”
Then Grandon felt that “divine appointment,” that
prompting to share Christ.
“I said, ‘I just want to say to
you, all of us human beings are
not made for this world. We’re
made for eternity. Biologically
we know that human beings
are human beings from the
time they are conceived,’” she
told the woman. “All the children you conceived were
unique individuals and even
though they lost their lives early, we believe as Catholics that
they have a soul. They are now
in eternity with God and they
are there waiting for you.”
Grandon suggested to the
woman to live an upright life
so as to be with her children in
heaven, and to give them all
names.
The woman’s eyes widened
and she responded with a
smile, “Wow, that’s a lot of
names.”
Then growing somber, she
told Grandon, “I’ve never once
thought of any of this. For the
first time in my life you have
given me hope.”
Such divine moments occur
in the 40-some ministries of
the Denver Archdiocese made
possible by the Archbishop’s
Catholic Appeal, an annual
drive to raise money to
spread, teach, promote, reaffirm, safeguard and deepen
the faith.

What: Donations to support
the archdiocesan Church
Online: www.archden.org/
donate
Mail: 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
CO 80210
Questions: Call 303-715-3111 or
email joann.baca@archden.org

Last year, $7.8 million of the
donations pledged from 27,600
households was distributed
among the Office of Catholic
Schools, Catholic Charities, Respect Life’s outreach projects
such as the Lighthouse
Women’s Center, evangelization efforts, the Televised Mass,
HIV/AIDS ministry and the two
seminaries.
The appeal is separate from
the New Harvest Campaign,
which was established to upgrade the aging facilities of St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary and the Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary in Denver. The
appeal will continue to support
the operation of the seminaries, an obligation which won’t
decrease until 2016.
The appeal is one way to
practice the greatest social
commandment: charity, said
Todd Smith, director of annual
giving at the archdiocese, quoting the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

“You’re helping people experiencing hardships in all
stages of life…from protecting
life in the womb to fostering
Catholic education, to youth,
young adult and campus ministry, to marriage prep and
elderly companionship,” he
said.
This year’s theme of the appeal is especially appropriate
during the Year of Faith, he
said. It comes from Galatians
5:6: “…faith working through
love.”
A faith that gives is a faith
that loves and enriches the
lives of others.
“You want a living faith that
not only recognizes and acknowledges the corporal and
spiritual needs of those within
our society as their own—taking ownership as it were—but
strives to alleviate their situations through personal sacrifice and works of mercy,”
Smith said.
The 2013 appeal kicked off
recently with a mailing from
Archbishop Samuel Aquila
and a brochure. Parishes
across the archdiocese will
sponsor Commitment Weekend on April 20-21 when
parishioners are asked to
complete an appeal pledge
card.
“I personally challenge you
to embrace Pope Francis’ call
to engage in greater acts of
charity to the poor and those
who are needy among us,” the
archbishop wrote to donors.
General tithing practices
encourage a 10 percent donation of a Catholic’s annual income. One formula suggests
donating 5 percent to one’s
parish, 3 percent to other
charities, and 2 percent to the
archdiocesan Church.
Donations may be made by
check or credit card. Visit
www.archden.org/donate to
contribute by credit card or
stock.
“The appeal offers a payment plan where monthly reminders will be mailed
through March of 2014 to ac-

See Appeal, Page 14
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Much forgotten with ‘forgettable’ birth control methods
BY JULIE FILBY

Decreasing the number of
unintended pregnancies in
Colorado by increasing the
use of long-term methods of
contraception was lauded by
state and federal officials in a
report released April 2.
Findings from the Colorado
Department of Public Health
and Environment indicated
teen births in Colorado declined 34 percent from 2008 to
2012, and attributed the reduction specifically to intrauterine devices (IUDs) and
contraceptive
implants—
dubbed “forgettable” contraception because women don’t
have to remember to use
them monthly, daily or before
sex.
While the state promotes
these forms of birth control,
other medical professionals
warn against them because
they don’t protect against sexually transmitted diseases,
which can carry devastating
lifelong consequences.
“The elephant in the room
is sexually transmitted disease,” said Lynn Grandon,
longtime pregnancy center director, currently at Lighthouse
Women’s Center in Denver.
“People are burying their
heads in the sand.
“We see girls riddled with
STDs,” she continued. “They

Look Who’s
Reading the
Dominican Sister Maria Ivana
Begovic, principal of St. Vincent de Paul School in Denver, takes a moment during
last month’s Living the
Catholic Faith Conference in
downtown Denver to catch
up on the news.
Read about the Denver
Catholic Register’s voluntary
subscription
campaign,
Join the
Mission, on
Page 16.
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years,” Woodman said. IUDs
can be kept in place for up to
five or 10 years. Birth control
implants can last up to three
years.
Additional dangers from
IUD use can include ectopic
pregnancy, pelvic inflammatory disease, menstrual irregularities,
backaches,
headaches, septic abortion
and depression, according to
Carlos Vera, M.D., a family
practitioner at the Cisneros
Center of OB-GYN in Denver.
Side effects with implants
may be ectopic pregnancy,
ovarian cysts, blood clots,
menstrual irregularity, weight
gain, headache, depression,
vaginitis and viral infections.
“There’s also a cost to mental wellbeing,” Vera added
The hormonal impact to
young women is a concern as
well.
“When implanting progesterone, you’re inhibiting ovulation in these teenage girls,”
Woodman said, a particular
risk as girls’ reproductive systems are maturing. “(It can also compromise) bone development, putting them at risk
for osteoporosis.”
When asked if IUDs and implants are safe for teens, Dave
Brendsel, spokesman for the
CDPHE, wrote in an email response to the Denver Catholic
Register that the effectiveness

and safety of use in teens is
supported by research from
the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.
“Today’s IUDs … are undeserving of the outdated stigma
they carry,” the report said.
“Modern IUDs are safe …
though more research is
needed, the study shows that
IUDs should be among the
options considered to address
teen pregnancy rates.”
The Colorado Initiative to
Reduce Unintended Pregnancy, a consortium of public and
private health partners, is
providing free or low-cost
IUDs and implants to low-income women throughout Colorado.
Reducing unintended pregnancies is among the CDPHE’s priorities and considered one of Colorado’s “10
Winnable Battles”—a list initiated to keep the state in pace
with “emerging public health
challenges” that also includes
infectious disease prevention.
Seeking out contraception
is a knee-jerk reaction that ignores the complexity of the
matter, Grandon said.
“Parents and teenagers
need to be educated.”

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

Medicare cuts last straw for pro-life pharmacy
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Ben’s Bonnie Brae Pharmacy swallowed a bitter pill
when it closed its doors last
week after financial woes
killed its aspirations to run a
pro-life business.
Owner Ben Lager and his
wife, Kathy McGovern, closed
their Denver pharmacy and
coffee shop April 10 when
they could no longer absorb
the drops in Medicare reimbursements and ongoing
overhead costs.
“We regret that we weren’t
able to stay in business for
many years, serving the wonderful new friends who have
made our work such a joy
these past two years,” Lager
said.
Walgreen Co. bought Ben’s
inventory and prescriptions
list March 26 and the shop’s
phone number was rerouted
to the Walgreens store at Mississippi Avenue and Colorado
Boulevard.
The last day at Ben’s was a
scene of surprised customers
and well-wishing friends who
lent a hand to clear remaining
over-the-counter items and
pastries.

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

BEN LAGER and his wife,
Kathy McGovern, close the
doors to their pro-life pharmacy April 10 after financial woes
forced them to sell. Ben’s Bonnie Brae Pharmacy in Denver
was open almost two years
and was run on its owner’s
Catholic values.
Ken Deslongchamp, 72, of
Lakewood, shopped at Ben’s
for nearly two years to fill his
prescriptions.
“I came to fill my prescription and found out they’re
closing,” he said April 10. “I’m
so sorry to see them closing. I

love these people.”
Lager
and
McGovern
opened the drugstore at the
corner of South Clayton Street
and Louisiana Avenue in Denver to provide personalized
service, spiritual support and
assurance of life-supporting
medication.
They ran their business as a
pro-life pharmacy—perhaps
the only in the state—after
Ben’s work at a drugstore
company forced him to
choose between dispensing
abortifacient drugs, including
artificial contraception, or following his Catholic conscience.
The couple is grateful for
business from both those who
were Catholic and nonCatholic who sometimes traveled across town to their drugstore.
“We … thank the hundreds
of people who supported our
little independent drugstore,”
Lager said.
They fashioned their business after the old-time drugstores where customers could
find their pharmaceutical
needs and get a cup of coffee
or ice cream cone. They developed relationships, offered

home delivery and referrals,
hosted Scripture classes and
read stories to children in the
neighborhood.
McGovern said running the
business “was the most fun we
ever had.”
Their second year in business yielded profit but January’s changes in Medicare
caused a 40 percent loss in reimbursements for prescriptions, Lager said.
With a customer-base that
heavily relied on Medicare,
this amounted to a $1,000 or
more loss per week, he said.
He decided to close in March.
“Just because a business
doesn’t go the way you want
doesn’t mean the ideas are
wrong or incorrect,” Lager reflected. “It just means the culture and the way things happen in this country isn’t right.”
Jim and Karen Alltop of
Denver stopped by to show
their support.
“We love these two guys,”
Jim Alltop said. “It’s sad but
life goes on.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Priests and their preaching vital to Christian life
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

A reformed (and re-formed)
College of Cardinals
The recent papal interregnum and conclave underscored the
importance of re-forming, and reforming, the College of Cardinals.
As configured on Feb. 28, 2013 (when Benedict XVI’s abdication
took effect), the college was a somewhat strange electorate, albeit
one that produced a striking result. Almost 20 percent of its members were retired. Only eight cardinal-electors were under 65 (and
half of the youngsters were Americans—Cardinals Burke, DiNardo, Dolan and Harvey). Neither the dean nor vice-dean of the college was eligible to vote, the dean being 85 and the vice-dean being 90; yet the 85-year-old dean presided over the daily General
Congregations of cardinals that assessed the state of the world
Church before the conclave was enclosed.
There were other curiosities. India had more cardinal-electors
than France (5-4) or Great Britain (5-nil, as they’d say in the Barclays Premier League). Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, emeritus majorarchbishop of the largest of the Eastern Catholic Churches, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, missed the conclave by two
days, having turned 80 on Feb. 26; the retired president of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Walter Kasper,
got in under the wire, for he turned 85 days after Benedict’s abdication took effect.
And while no one imagines that the College of Cardinals should
“represent” the world Church the way the U.S. House of Representatives “represents” the population of the United States, it did seem
odd that Latin America, where over half the world’s Catholics live,
sent 19 cardinal-electors into the Sistine Chapel, while Italy, where
Catholic practice is not exactly robust these days among 4 percent
of the global Catholic population, had 28 electors.
What to do about these anomalies? Some practical suggestions,
several drawn from my new book, “Evangelical Catholicism: Deep
Reform in the 21st-Century Church” (Basic Books):
1) Eliminate “automatic” red hats for archdioceses where the
practice of the faith is moribund. If 7 percent of the local Catholic
population is attending Mass on Sunday, as is sadly the case in
some ancient European sees, why should the bishop or archbishop
of that see be guaranteed membership in the College of Cardinals?
Let the bishops in these dead zones show that they can re-evangelize Catholic wastelands; then return the red hat to those locales.
2) Amend the relevant apostolic constitution so that most of the
“pontifical councils” in the Roman Curia become in-house research institutes led, not by cardinals, but by qualified priests, religious or laity.
3) Change the custom by which the heads of various Vatican
administrative offices—the Government of Vatican City State, the
Administration of the Patrimony of the Apostolic See, the Prefecture for the Economic Affairs of the Holy See—are automatically
cardinals: a reform that would also speak to Pope Francis’ strictures against clerical careerism.
4) Use the “slots” in the papal electorate made possible by these
reforms to reorganize the college geographically and demographically.
I would also consider expanding the college to a maximum of
144 cardinal-electors (a nice biblical number: 12 Tribes x 12 Apostles), while changing the conclave rules so that all cardinals lose
their vote on retirement from daily diocesan or curial service, not
when they turn 80. There is wisdom in age; but an electorate in
which almost one in five voters is a pensioner is not a well-designed electorate.
Neither the dean nor the vice-dean of the college should be a
cardinal-without-a-vote; it makes little sense for the man who
presides over the cardinals’ meetings during a papal interregnum
(in which all cardinals participate, irrespective of age), or the man
who would fill that leadership role in an emergency, to be someone who will not have the responsibility of casting a ballot. And
since the Church cannot count on humility to impel the dean and
vice-dean to retire when each loses his vote, the interregnum
rules should be changed.
Finally, the cardinal-electors should meet regularly—perhaps
once every 18 months, for a global review of the new evangelization—so that they can get to know each other better, and thus be
a more well-informed electorate.

Fourth Sunday of Easter:
April 21
Scripture readings:
• Acts 13:14, 43-52
• Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5
• Revelation 7:9, 14-17
• John 10:27-30
Synopsis: The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally
known as “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” It’s also the “World
Day of Prayer for Vocations.”
In the first reading Paul and
Barnabas go to Antioch in
central Turkey. As was his custom, he went to the local synagogue and preached the
Gospel to his fellow Jews. But
“filled with jealousy” they rejected the “good news” of
God’s plan, which included
the gentiles. Antioch was a
turning point in Paul’s ministry for it was there that he
decided to focus on the gentiles who were much more receptive to the Gospel. Paul’s
calling as an apostle was inseparable from his vocation as
an evangelist. As the Lord
said, “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my
name before the gentiles and
kings and the sons of Israel”
(Acts 9:15). In the second
reading John’s vision of heaven includes “a great multitude
… from every nation, race,
people and tongue.” Standing
in the midst of this vast as-

sembly is he who is both
Priest and Victim (hostia): the
Lamb “who will shepherd
them and lead them to springs
of living water.” The heavenly
liturgy is reflected whenever
the Mass is celebrated. In this
week’s Gospel Jesus describes
himself as the “Good Shepherd.” Those who first heard
this teaching would have been
reminded of Ezekiel 34 where
the shepherds of Israel are
condemned for failing to care
for the people: “The weak they
did not strengthen, the sick
they did not heal, the lost they
had not sought.” Because of
their failure, God says, “I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep” (Ez 34:15). Jesus fulfills
Ezekiel’s prophesy, revealing
himself to be God: “I and the
Father are one.”
Key verse: “I have made you
a light to the Gentiles, that you
may be an instrument of salvation to the ends of the
earth” (Acts 13:47).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Through the sacrament of holy orders priests
share in the universal dimensions of the mission that
Christ entrusted to the apostles. The spiritual gift they
have received in ordination
prepares them, not for a limited and restricted mission, but
for the fullest, in fact the universal mission of salvation ‘to
the end of the earth,’ prepared

in spirit to preach the Gospel
everywhere” (No. 1565).

Pope Francis: “A good priest
can be recognized by the way
his people are anointed: this is
a clear proof. When our people are anointed with the oil of
gladness, it is obvious: for example, when they leave Mass
looking as if they have heard
good news. Our people like to
hear the Gospel preached
with ‘unction’, they like it
when the Gospel we preach
touches their daily lives.”
(Homily, Chrism Mass, March
28).

Life application: This week
we are asked to pray in a special
way for an increase of vocations to holy orders and religious life. Without priests and
deacons, sisters and nuns,
Christian life would be impoverished and the Gospel incomplete. Priests are especially important because without them
we wouldn’t have the Mass and
without Mass we wouldn’t have
Jesus Christ present to us
“body, blood, soul and divinity.” Another vital aspect of holy
orders is preaching, for without
a preacher, “how are (men) to
believe in him of whom they
have never heard?” (Rom
10:14)

James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes of
the Denver Archdiocese.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic
Church’s finest hour
Our culture is falling deeper
and deeper into the abyss of despair. Like a drug addict seeking
its next fix, our society rushes
head first into even more depravity. Authentic Christianity
offers our culture a way out of
this darkness. Like a lifeboat on a
sinking ship, Jesus reaches out to
our world with love, mercy and
the light of truth. He reaches out
through the hands and feet of
his modern-day disciples and
followers. These disciples and
followers may seem insignificant in number, but this rem-

nant of the Church will be the
seeds of new life and hope. This
remnant will face opposition
and hatred from many. Two
thousand years of Christian history has shown us that many will
face imprisonment, abuse and
even death. Modern society will
try and silence the truth. The
truth of Jesus Christ can never be
silenced. It will rise above our
depravity just as Jesus rose from
the dead. The persecution of
Christ and his Church will offer
our world a new springtime.
This new springtime will be the
Catholic Church’s finest hour.
Mike Gannon
Coralville, Iowa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than
250 words and should include the
writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver Catholic Register, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210 or
fax to 303-715-2045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
April 18: Mass and confirmation, Spirit of Christ Parish, Arvada (7 p.m.)
April 19: Mass, Arrupe Jesuit High School (2:30 p.m.); Annual St. John Vianney Seminary Dinner, Sheraton
Denver Downtown (6 p.m.)
April 20: Mass and Endow (Educating on the Nature and Dignity of Women) gala, Hyatt Regency Downtown
Denver (4 p.m.)
April 21: Mass for Special Religious Education community (2:30 p.m.); Mass for Neophytes, (6:30 p.m.), both
at Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
April 22: Mass and confirmation, St. James Parish, Denver (6 p.m.)
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Heroic Korean War priest remembered by prison-mate
BY CARL BUNDERSON

WASHINGTON,
D.C.
(CNA/EWTN News)—A fellow
prisoner of war has fondly recalled the heroism of Father
Emil Kapaun, a U.S. Army chaplain who died in a North Korean
camp and posthumously received the Medal of Honor April
11.
Eighty-five year-old veteran
Mike Dowe still remembers the
day in 1950 when he marched
nearly 90 miles to the prison
camp in Pyoktong after being
captured at the battle of Unsan.
“There was this one character
who kept going around encouraging people to carry the
wounded, and helped in every
way he could,” Dowe told the
Catholic News Agency.
“Finally they marched us into
a valley, and as we started out I
was on the front end of a stretcher...and I said ‘I’m Mike Dowe,
who’s that on the back?’”
“He says ‘Father Kapaun,’ and
I said ‘Father Kapaun, I’ve heard
about you,’ and he said ‘Well
don’t tell my bishop.’ That’s how
I met him.”
Father Kapaun was born in
Pilsen, Kan., to a farming family,
and was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Wichita in June 1940.
He became an Army chaplain in
1944, and served through 1946,
and then re-joined in 1948. He
was sent to Korea in July 1950,
where was noted for his service
to his compatriots.
The priest was captured by
the Chinese in November at Unsan because he was in the habit
of going back for the wounded.
“He would run across the
fields rescuing the wounded …
including sometimes 50-100
yards outside the American lines

IN A PHOTO
by Col. Raymond Skeehan, Father
Emil Kapaun
celebrates
Mass Oct. 7,
1950 in an
open field 3
miles south of
Munsan,
South Korea;
kneeling is his
assistant
Patrick J.
Schuler, a soldier from
Cincinnati,
Ohio.

PHOTO BY COL. RAYMOND SKEEHAN

to drag some kid back,” Roy
Wenzl, co-author of “The Miracle of Father Kapaun,” told CNA
on April 8.
“At Unsan, he stayed back
with the wounded and allowed
himself to be captured so he
could protect them.”
“He didn’t go around witnessing verbally about Catholicism
and Christianity much ... instead, he’d be on a march with
the unit and he’d see guys digging a latrine, and he’d go out
and dig with them.
“It’s not like he avoided Christianity; I think he was the finest
witness to Christianity I’ve ever
heard of,” Wenzl said, “but what
he did, is he first established a
relationship with these guys,
who were busy doing really dirty
work, of helping them, finding
ways to help them.”
Wenzl noted that Father Kapaun would stay up at nights
writing letters to the families of

deceased soldiers and writing
home on behalf of wounded soldiers.
“He put on a virtual clinic
about how to be a leader, and
how to be an effective witness
for Christianity ... there’s a shortage of Catholics who behaved
like him,” Wenzl observed.
For Wenzl, Father Kapaun’s
witness is a “phenomenal”
demonstrating that there are
“real Christians” in the world. “If
there were more of him, there’d
probably be a lot more people in
church on Sundays, because
that’s the way to do it.”
The author said that Father
Kapaun “treated everybody just
the same way he treated the
Catholics, and he treated
Catholics like loved ones.”
Father Kapaun’s upbringing
on a farm contributed to his
ability to help his fellow prisoners at the prison camp at Pyoktong, on the Chinese border. In

addition to his spirituality, Father Kapaun was the “most
practical and resourceful problem-solver,” Wenzl said. These
were skills he had learned growing up on a Kansas farm, where
he was forced to find creative solutions to challenges presented
to him.
Dowe said that the death rate
of prisoners in nearby valleys
was some ten times that in the
valley where he and Father Kapaun were held, and so one “can
see the kind of effect he had on
people.”
“He taught them to maintain
their will to live, by teaching
them to hold to their beliefs,
honor, integrity, and keeping
with their conscience, their loyalty to their country and their
God.”
A “good majority” of the men
who survived Pyoktong “owe
their life to Father Kapaun,” said
Dowe.

The priest was known for celebrating the sacraments for his
fellow prisoners—baptizing,
hearing confessions, giving extreme unction, and saying Mass.
Father Kapaun was also always volunteering to do the
most menial and laborious tasks
at the camp, said Dowe. Each
day he would help to take the
frozen corpses of those who had
died the preceding night to an
island in the Yalu River for burial.
That winter was one of the
most brutal in Korean history.
“He would always volunteer
for this most heinous detail,”
Dowe related. Father Kapaun
would then bring back some of
the dead’s clothes, wash them,
and distribute them to the people who needed them.
Father Kapaun already has
been awarded several military
honors, but Thursday’s presentation of the Medal of Honor to
his relatives is the highest military honor in the U.S., and is
awarded for bravery.
His cause for canonization is
open, and already several cures
may have been due to his intercession. When asked if he believes if Father Kapaun is in
heaven, Dowe responded, “I
sure do.”
Father Kapaun died May 23,
1951, and was buried in a mass
grave on the Yalu river.
“When he was being carried
away, they took him to a place, a
death house ... and left him
where they left people to die,”
Dowe remembered.
“As he was leaving, I was in
tears, and he said to me, ‘Mike,
don’t be sad, I’m going where I
always wanted to go, and when I
get there I’ll be saying a prayer
for all of you guys.’”

LOCAL NEWS

Foundation

THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

From Page 1

cially expedient way to do
something but the people in
the foundation do,” he said.
“Another advantage is you
have all of those financial resources and abilities to use as
well, which can really be a
blessing for a pastor. It provides me with those types of
benefits.”
A set endowment also enables parishioners to donate
in a variety of ways, including
wills.
“The whole parish benefits.
Anyone can put into it once
you have it,” Father Wedow
said.
The idea for the grant program was sparked in part when
an individual left $1 million to
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
It was a surprise to the pastor Msgr. Thomas Fryar who

How it works
After opening an endowment account with The Catholic Foundation, funds donated by parishioners to the foundation will be
matched by up to $10,000. Parishes can have up to $20,000 of
new money immediately available to use for financial needs.
Who’s eligible
50 parishes in the archdiocese in 2013 and another 50 in 2014.
Parishes that already have an endowment are eligible.
Free services
Pastors will be aided in finding donors and making financial decisions from the foundation’s professional financial staff. Donors will
also be aided in understanding their gift options such as through
wills, stock gifts, real estate property, life insurance bequests and
more. This includes identifying tax savings.
The Catholic Foundation
Address: 3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite 725 in Denver
Phone: 303-468-9885 or 1-866-437-1842
Website: www.thecatholicfoundation.com

never knew of the person’s intentions.
The Cathedral Basilica and
some 20 other parishes in the
archdiocese have endow-

ments established for such
events.
Upon hearing of other
parishes that received estate
gifts, Deacon Stemper consult-

ed with the foundation’s board
members and the decision to
start the grant program was
made in March.
“Our goal is to encourage
committed Catholics in two
kinds of giving: immediate
contributions to the foundation for their parish to secure
the match, as well as future
gifts to the parish through their
wills," Deacon Stemper said.
Denver’s Archbishop Samuel
Aquila endorsed the program
calling it “an excellent opportunity for our pastors” to draw on
the expertise of the foundation.
“It’s a very generous gift and
a timely way to help our pastors reach out to those parishioners who otherwise may not
have thought about including
the parish in their estate planning,” he said.
With the foundation, pastors
may seek donors to contribute
to the parish’s new or existing
endowment account. Foundation staff will help donors un-

derstand the available options
and assist in identifying future
donations such as through
wills, stock gifts, real estate
property, life insurance bequests and IRA distributions.
An added benefit is the foundation will help donors create
tax savings, both through estate planning and immediate
current-giving opportunities.
It’s an opportunity that enables a parish to be prepared
for donations and rest assured
that there are solutions to its financial needs, Father Wedow
said.
“Sometimes when someone
donates a big chunk of money,
it will do something for the
long-term benefit of the
parish,” he said. “An endowment is a really good thing to
have I believe.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.” This
week’s quiz covers Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) Nos. 512-540.

Our look at Christ’s human life continues
with this quiz.
1. The catechism gives the “Three R’s” of
the characteristics common to all the mysteries of Christ’s earthly life. Which of
these is not one of the three?
A. Revelation
B. Redemption
C. Recapitulation
D. Renunciation
E. NOTA
2. In his humbling of himself, in his poverty
and in his prayer, what does Jesus give us?
A. Himself as a model for our actions.
B. a desire to reach perfection
C. a lifestyle now anachronistic
D. a tender conscience
E. NOTA
3. The centuries of preparation for the
coming of Jesus culminate in John the
Baptist. Where would we find the following
words concerning John? “And you child
will be called prophet of the Most High, for
you will go before the Lord to prepare his
ways.”
A. in Isaiah’s prophecies
B. in a vision of Ezekiel
C. in the Canticle of Mary
D. in the Canticle of Zechariah
E. NOTA

4. “The earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible.” To what do these words of the Kontakion (short hymn) of Romanos the
Melodist refer?
A. the hiding place of Elijah the Prophet on
Mount Carmel
B. the birth of Jesus in the underground
stable

“As you received Christ Jesus the Lord,
walk in him, rooted in him and built upon him, and established in the faith.”
—Col 2: 6-7
C. the caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls
were hidden
D. the burial of Christ in the tomb hewn out
of rock
E. NOTA
5. What event does Pope Leo the Great
say shows that the pagan nations have
been made worthy of the heritage of Israel?
A. the Diaspora—the exile of the Jews from
their homeland to Babylon and other regions
B. the Epiphany of Jesus to the Magi
C. the baptism of the Ethiopian
D. St. Paul’s mission to the gentiles
E. NOTA
6. What virtue does the catechism emphasize in speaking of Christ’s “hidden life”?
A. obedience
B. patience
C. prudence
D. zeal
E. NOTA
7. In what is the Holy Spirit manifested at
Jesus’ baptism?
A. in a tongue of fire
B. in a still, small voice
C. in the waters of the Jordan
D. in the words of John the Baptist
E. NOTA
8. What did Jesus eat during the 40 days
of fasting?
A. nothing at all—it was a total fast
B. bread, reminiscent of the manna of the
Jews
C. dates, the food of deity
D. fish, which is why we eat fish on Fridays
of Lent
E. NOTA
1. D, 2. A, 3. D, 4. B, 5. B, 6. A, 7. E - in the
form of a dove, 8. A

Christ’s earthly life

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE

Next week’s quiz covers catechism Nos.
541-570.
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Clergy celebrating diamond anniversary treasured for their valuable service
BY JULIE FILBY

Four priests of the Denver Archdiocese
celebrate 60 years of priestly ministry this
year. In the profiles below, join them for a
trip down memory lane as well as an update on what they’re doing today.

“I want to function as a
priest until I die.”
–Msgr. Thomas Dentici,
84, who continues to celebrate
Mass and hear confessions at Holy
Name Parish in Steamboat Springs
where he resides
Msgr. Thomas Dentici is planning a party
for August. The festivities will combine the
60th anniversary of
his ordination with
his 85th birthday. But
the party isn’t to celebrate himself, he
said, it’s a way to say thank you to those
who have touched his life during these
“magnificent” six decades of ministry.
“I want to say thank you in a special
way to the people, for their friendship, for
the love they have shown me,” he told the
Denver Catholic Register April 10. “It’s in
them that I see the face of Christ.”
Msgr. Dentici, a native of Brooklyn,
N.Y., was studying to be a language
teacher and “then came the Holy Spirit.”
He studied at Niagara University and
the Seminary of Our Lady of Angels in
Niagara Falls, N.Y., and was ordained
May 30, 1953, at St. Mary’s Cathedral in
Trenton, N.J. He served the Diocese of
Trenton the first 25 years of his priesthood, as a parish priest in family life and
campus ministry, and taught medical
ethics at Rutgers University.
“These were good years,” he recalled
fondly.
In 1978, he came to Colorado for a
three-year retreat at St. Benedict’s Trappist Monastery in Snowmass. In 1981,
he obtained permission to move to the
Denver Archdiocese where he’s been
ever since, serving Catholics on the
Western Slope in Aspen, Steamboat
Springs, Vail and surrounding areas. He
was instrumental in developing several
low-income housing projects and starting the first Catholic Charities’ office on
the Western Slope. Though he retired
from active ministry in 1999, he has
continued to serve through administering the sacraments and pastoral care.
“Being with the people (in the parishes), I learned so much from them,” he
said. “Parish ministry is being with the
people. A parish priest takes care of his
people.
“(The priesthood) has been a gift,” he
said. “I’m so grateful to God.”

“God has been good all
these years; I never
expected to get to 60
years (as a priest).”

“I always had a good
feeling for the retired
priests … until I
became one.”

–Father Leo Blach,
84, who celebrates Mass at a small
altar in his Westminster home every
morning

–Father Patrick Kennedy,
85, who served as liaison for retired
priests during part of his 60-year
ministry

Though deteriorating health keeps
Father Leo Blach from being as active as
he would like, his priestly service remains strong through prayer.
“It’s one of those
things where you accept that you can’t
do much,” he told
the Denver Catholic
Register April 11.
“But you can still
pray. If you can’t
(pray), then there’s
something wrong.”
In addition to daily breviary prayers
and Scriptural reflection, he prays a
rosary in gratitude to the Blessed Mother’s intercession.
“The Blessed Mother has been very
good to me,” he said. “She has been very
kind and helpful in so many ways wherever I’ve been, so I try to acknowledge
her by praying a rosary each day.”
Father Blach was born in the Colorado
farming town of Yuma. He attended grade
school there then was a boarding student
at Regis High School (now Regis Jesuit) in
Denver. In 1945, he entered St. Thomas
Seminary, and was ordained May 29,
1953, at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception by Archbishop
Urban J. Vehr.
He served parishes in Denver, Brush,
Sterling, and was appointed the first resident pastor of St. Ignatius of Antioch in
Rangely in 1958. For six years, he made
the 120-mile round trip between Rangely and Meeker to serve parishioners at
St. Ignatius and its mission Holy Family.
“That was a lot of traveling (but) it was
a nice assignment,” he said. “Good people, good down-to-earth people.”
He was a chaplain at St. Anthony Hospital in Denver and served 18 years as
pastor at Christ the King Church in
Evergreen. While there, he oversaw construction of a 500-seat church and fiveclassroom education center in the early
1970s.
“I was able to build a new church in
Evergreen,” he shared, “and I’m very
happy about that.”
He retired in 1996 after six years as
pastor at Immaculate Conception in
Lafayette.
“God is so good,” he said. “I know after 60 years … I better keep saying my
night prayers.”

Though he wasn’t ready for retirement, Father Patrick Kennedy said he
is enjoying this stage of his life residing
at the Gardens at St. Elizabeth in Denver, where several
brother priests and
former classmates
live as well.
“I enjoy my life
here,” he told the
Denver
Catholic
Register April 11.
“We have Mass
every day, that’s important to us.”
Father Kennedy was born in Otis,
Colo., on the state’s northeastern
plains, and attended St. Catherine
Grade School, Regis Jesuit High School
and St. Thomas Seminary in Denver.
He was ordained May 29, 1953, at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception by Archbishop Urban J. Vehr.
He appreciated the archbishop’s
style of leadership.
“Learning how to be a priest on your
own is what we had to do in a lot of instances,” he recalled. “(Archbishop
Vehr) wanted us to take care of ourselves, and we did a pretty good job of
that I think.”
Father Kennedy served in parishes
in Brighton, Minturn and the Denver
area, including 18 years as pastor at
Our Lady of Grace and two assignments totaling 13 years at Holy Family.
He also served on the priest board of
consultors in the 1980s.
According to Msgr. Bernie Schmitz,
vicar for clergy, Father Kennedy provided great care for the poor, as well as
for many priests of the archdiocese,
especially those who were hurting. It is
a ministry he continues to this day.
“There are a good number of (retired) priests who are very close to one
another,” Father Kennedy said. “If one
is sick, he can be sure the other priests
are going to be there to help him: to
visit, to call, to make sure he’s doing
OK.”
He also finds fellowship in a longtime weekly poker group with six other
priests.
“Well, they’re playing with me,” he
said with a laugh. “I’m not playing with
them.”

Toy-making brothers bring smiles to kids
Brothers Norm and Paul Miller, 79 and
69 respectively, parishioners of St. Jude
Church in Lakewood, are what Toys For
God’s Kids call “smile makers.” Toys for
God’s Kids is a Denver-based Christian
ministry that provides handmade, sturdy
wooden toys to children worldwide. The
Miller brothers, with the support of their
families, put their woodworking skills into action to bring smiles to the faces of

hundreds of children in Ethiopia by making 600 toy cars: a simple gesture that sent
a clear message that someone cares. The
cars were delivered to the African country
free of charge by Federal Express, and distributed to the children by the Miller’s
great niece, Jenna Simonton. Simonton, a
former a parishioner of Our Lady of Loreto Church in Aurora, now serves as a Salesian Missionary, teaching at Don Bosco

“I want people to look on
the parish as something
more than a place to go
on Sunday.”
–Father Michael Walsh,
at a 1988 community center dedication at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Arvada
Irish-born American, Father Michael
Walsh, 85, now resides in the place of his
birth—Waterford County, Ireland—
where he moved to live with family following his 2005 retirement.
Father Walsh’s positive attitude and
spirit of evangelism
was reflected in his
service to the Denver
Archdiocese where
he served in parishes
in Denver, Lafayette,
Arvada and Englewood (now Centennial).
Born on the southern coast of Ireland,
Father Walsh was one of 11 children, seven boys and four girls, growing up on a
family farm. In his late teens, following a
gradual call to the priesthood that began
when he was an altar boy, he emigrated to
the United States and entered Denver’s St.
Thomas Seminary in 1947. He was ordained May 29, 1953, at Denver’s Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception by Archbishop Urban J. Vehr.
During his tenure, Father Walsh oversaw several construction projects including a new church and school at Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Denver, a new
church in the Diocese of Colorado
Springs (St. Francis), a community center
at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Arvada, and an
education center at St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial that now serves as
the parish school and home for several
religious education programs.
Though his building projects were extensive, he was seen more as “an architect of human souls entrusted to his
care by God,” according to a 1993 Denver Catholic Register story.
“The greatest grace a priest can experience,” he said, “is to see a parish spiritually alive and thriving.”
In addition to parish work, he served
as superintendent of Bishop Machebeuf
High School, chaplain at Denver’s Mercy Hospital and was assistant vocations
director for the archdiocese. He retired
in 2005 after six years as pastor at St.
Vincent de Paul in Denver.
When asked in 1993 what he considered to be his greatest success, he
replied: “To follow the Lord.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123; julie.filby@
archden.org; www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
Catholic School in Soddo, Ethiopia. In
January, Simonton and others at the
school shared the toys with more than
400 students, as well as another 150 children from the village. The Miller brothers
continue to work on toy cars, making
about 250 a month.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PAUL and Norm Miller enjoy spending time together making toy cars in
their woodshop to be distributed to
children in Ethiopia, where their
niece serves as a missionary.
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Embracing cultural differences
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Have you ever taken your
shoes off at the door as a courtesy to the homeowners?

Future of Catholic Church may depend
on ministering to Latinos

That gesture might seem
strange to Hispanics as their
preference is to wear shoes in
the home.
You probably greet others

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

SPANISH speakers study English in a class at Centro San Juan Diego in Denver in this Denver Catholic Register file photo from 2010.
with a firm handshake and
converse at a comfortable
arm’s length of distance.
In Latino cultures, kisses on
the cheek and talking at a
more intimate distance are
the norm.

“Hispanic Catholics are
not a ‘problem’ for the
Church. They are a valuable asset. Only if we see
our nation’s new Latino
population in this light,
can we be truly faithful to
our times and prepare
wisely for the future of
the Catholic Church.”
—Luis Soto, executive director
of the Hispanic ministry Centro
San Juan Diego

“We don’t have the concept
of personal space,” said Perunative Ursula Jimenez, coordinator of the Denver Archdiocese’s Office of Evangelization
and Catechesis. “I didn’t hear
about it until I came here.”
Understanding these littleknown etiquette practices and
the vastly different views on religion and family can mean the
difference between a thriving
Church or a faltering one.
“Hispanic Catholics are not
a ‘problem’ for the Church,”
said Luis Soto, executive director of the Hispanic ministry Centro San Juan Diego.
“They are a valuable asset.
Only if we see our nation’s
new Latino population in this
light, can we be truly faithful
to our times and prepare
wisely for the future of the
Catholic Church—which de-

pends, whether we like it or
not, in large part on our ability to reach out to Hispanics.”
Hispanics are increasingly a
major demographic in the
United States. Studies report
35 percent of Catholics in the
nation are Hispanic; in the
archdiocese, 52 percent of
Catholics are Hispanic.
“Given these realities, ministering to Hispanics is vital
for the Catholic Church today,” Soto said.
Soto will offer an annual
workshop on this topic for all
those interested April 30 at
Centro, 2830 Lawrence St. in
Denver. He will discuss immigration, Hispanic culture, the
Hispanic presence in the
archdiocese, models for a
parish’s response to the growing population and challenges
to ministering.
“In this archdiocese, we
have undertaken the task of
developing a vision for
Church ministry that integrates Hispanics, promotes
Hispanic values and transforms our Hispanic ministry,
but also allows the mainstream Church to be transformed by the richness of Hispanic culture. We call it, ‘One
Family Under God.’”
A deeper understanding of
the Latino culture can pave
the way for a Church strengthened by their presence.
Soto will address the
Catholic response church leaders and faithful should use to
the increasing Hispanic population in the archdiocese. He
will draw on different archdiocesan ministry models from
the across the nation to explain
the possible ways to respond.
Offering Mass in Spanish is
only one of many ways to

MINISTERING
TO HISPANICS
IN THE U.S.
When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. April 30
Where: Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St.,
Denver
Cost: Suggested donation of
$50
RSVP: by April 23
Details: 303-295-9470, ext.
111, or alfonso.lara@archden.
org

reach out. Currently, 49
parishes and missions offer a
Spanish Mass in the Denver
Archdiocese.
“Most people don’t even
know how many parishes do
Hispanic ministry in the archdiocese,” Soto said.
Soto said the workshop will
provide insights on ways of
ministering to Hispanics—
and common challenges—
from a pastoral theology
standpoint. He will lay the
foundation for approaches by
giving attendees an understanding of immigration, and
Hispanic trends and culture in
order to make ministries more
effective.
“We are from a different culture,” Soto said. “We act and
react in a different way.”
Understanding such differences, he said, is one of the
steps in creating a truly united
faithful, rather than a Church
divided by ethnic groups.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Meet the newly ordained deacons: Part 2
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER
Name: Deacon Joseph
Daniel Doman
Birthdate: Feb. 15,
1985
Where born and
reared: Collegeville,
Pa.

joy and freedom after getting married.
Just like marriage, I am sure, it seems
scary, because giving your life away irrevocably seems to be the opposite of freedom: being chained to one something
until death. But the reality is that this gift
of self is the fulfillment of freedom. I’ve
never felt more free in my life.
Name: Deacon-Brother Paul Kostka, Servants of Christ Jesus

Seminary: St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering
formation.
A: I went to Methacton Public High
School in Collegeville, Pa., and then to
Koinonia Academy in New Jersey where I
graduated in 2003. I spent four years at
Franciscan University of Steubenville and
earned a bachelor’s degree in theology in
2007. My first job out of college brought
me to Denver, where I worked at Bishop
Machebeuf High School as the director of
student activities before I entered seminary in the fall of 2008.
Q: What first interested you in the
priesthood?
A: I don’t really remember what first
caught my attention. I had been going to
Mass since I was an infant, and priests
were always a part of my life. Msgr. Francis Clemens was my pastor and the priest
who baptized me, and I always remember him as a joy-filled, gentle and holy
man—a great witness to the priesthood.
Q: What are you most looking forward
to about the priesthood?
A: Preaching and hearing confessions,
as well as just being a father.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: Preaching and hearing confessions,
and being a father.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I love playing sports, especially basketball since coming to seminary. I also
love playing music, guitar and piano.
Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy is
seen as radical, if not impossible. How
have you reconciled the priesthood’s call
to celibacy with this challenging cultural
perspective?
A: I don’t see a need to reconcile celibacy with cultural perspectives. My experience of my own call to celibacy is that the
Lord wants all of my heart and life, and
that he doesn’t call everyone to this, but
that he is calling me. I am grateful for it. It
may be a sign of contradiction in our
present culture, but that is not a bad
thing.

Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?
A: It’s pretty awesome. Seminary is long
and tedious at times, and there are days
when you wonder if you are really gonna
go through with this. The weekend of my
ordination to the diaconate was the most
beautiful weekend of my entire life,
hands down. I gave my life away definitively to Christ and the Church, and there
is a tremendous freedom and joy that
comes from giving your life away irrevocably, from not having any more options.
I imagine that many people feel a similar

Birthdate: June 20,
1985
Where born and
reared: Born Wimbledon, England; reared
Houston, Texas
Seminary: St. John Vianney Seminary
Denver

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering
formation.
A: I studied at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio, earning a double major in philosophy and theology. I graduated in 2006. After that, as part of my community formation, I was the director of
campus ministry at Bishop Machebeuf
High School, an archdiocesan high
school in Denver.
Q: What first interested you in the
priesthood?
A: My pastor back in Houston, now
Bishop George Sheltz, was a great inspiration to me in being interested in the
priesthood.
Q: What are you most looking forward
to about the priesthood?
A: Since the sacrament of reconciliation was so instrumental in my conversion it will be a great blessing to be able to
hear confessions and give the same gift
that I received to others.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: The most daunting aspect is the
challenge of serving the people of God to
the level they deserve. They deserve a
saintly priest who authentically loves and
sacrifices for them.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Waterskiing is my favorite pastime
but I don’t get to go that often in Colorado! My grandparents lived on a lake in
Idaho when I was kid so I would go up
there during summers.
Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy is
seen as radical, if not impossible. How
have you reconciled the priesthood’s call
to celibacy with this challenging cultural
perspective?
A: My conviction is that if God calls
then God will provide the grace to live out
the vocation that he has called me to. Jesus himself lived celibacy for the sake of
the kingdom of God. I can live it out in
this present time because Jesus is risen
from the dead and his grace is abundant.
Without Jesus it is impossible but with
Christ all things are possible.
Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?

See Deacons, Page 15
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School names gym after winning coach who put faith first
All Souls athletic
director-coach Tom
Sauer gets honor as
retirement surprise
BY WAYNE LAUGESEN

When coach Tom Sauer walks
into basketball games and other
events at the All Souls Catholic
School gym, he will enter a memorial to him and his 25-plus
years of hands-on Catholic philanthropy. And he’ll be glad he’s
alive.
“I told someone a few years
ago that only dead people get
things named after them,” Sauer
said, addressing a crowd of
teachers, administrators, parents and students who gathered
for dedication of the Tom Sauer
Gymnasium the evening of April
12.
Sauer, who is retiring at the
end of this academic school year,
said he knew nothing about the
surprise re-naming of the gym,
where he has doubled as volunteer multi-sport coach and athletic director and declined any
form of remuneration.
It all began back in the mid1980s, when Sauer became displeased with the school’s athletic program, which he believed
was not up to par. Principal Bill
Moore had been at the school

PHOTO BY WAYNE LAUGESEN FOR THE DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

RETIRING athletic director-coach Tom Sauer, his wife Molly
Sauer (far left) and mother, Marge Sauer, enjoy a group hug
at the April 12 dedication of Tom Sauer Gymnasium at All
Souls School in Englewood.
only a few years when Sauer’s
call came.
“I had to hold the phone out
away from my ear because he
was giving me the what-for
about the state of our athletic
program,” Moore told the crowd
at the dedication. “I told him, ‘the
problem is not mine, so what are
you going to do about it?’”
After Moore threw the concern back at him, Sauer decided
to get busy taking matters into
his own hands.
Sauer said he understands today that Moore’s response to his
complaint was something
greater than a principal asking a

parent to help out.
“That was God calling me,”
Sauer said.
He volunteered to coach and
to head the athletic program, a
decision that would become a
huge part of his life and the lives
of his family members and hundreds of children who have attended the school. His work as
athletic director was “the work
part,” Sauer told the crowd.
“The coaching part was absolute joy,” he said.
During his short ad lib speech,
Sauer explained a portion of his
coaching philosophy.
“We respect the opponent and
respect every single aspect of the
game, because it’s really an extension of our faith,” Sauer said.

If Sauer instilled respect for the
game and the Catholic faith, he
unknowingly instilled in the All
Souls School and church family
an unwavering respect for him.
“He was the coolest coach
ever,” said 15-year-old baseball
player Davis McDonald, who
graduated from All Souls and attends Regis Jesuit High School.
“Most coaches are so serious. He
always made the game fun.”
Making the game fun did not
come at the expense of success.
Among Sauer’s impressive
coaching achievements are
three baseball championships
in a row.
Alec Barnes, a 15-year-old
graduate of All Souls who attends Regis Jesuit, said Sauer always used his coaching position
to help students develop better
relationships with Jesus Christ.
“Faith is most important with
him,” Barnes said. “We always
prayed before games that it
would be fair. We prayed for the
safety of players on both teams,
and we prayed to be men of
God.”
They never prayed to beat the
other team, said Barnes and McDonald.
Father Bob Fisher, pastor of
All Souls Church, said one
would have a hard time finding
a better Catholic mentor than
Sauer.
“He lives the Catholic faith,”
Father Fisher said before the
surprise dedication. “He just has
an incredible Christian ethic
and morality. He is among the

fairest men I have met. His
biggest priority was always the
development of each kid to the
highest potential, in terms of
character, faith and athletic ability. And the man has never taken
a nickel.”

“We respect the opponent
and respect every single
aspect of the game,
because it’s really an
extension of our faith.”
—Tom Sauer, retiring volunteer
coach and AD for All Souls School

“He absolutely loves kids,”
said his younger sister, Katie
Monahan, who attended the
dedication along with Sauer’s
wife, Molly, and his mother,
Marge.
Molly Sauer told the Denver
Catholic Register her husband
chose to retire “because it was
just time. Everything has its
time.”
But one of his colleagues said
Sauer will remain a major part of
the church and school for years
to come.
“All Souls is your second family,” Kelli Symington, former director of Denver’s Catholic
School Athletic League, said addressing Sauer at the dedication.
“I don’t know how you retire
from family.”
Wayne Laugesen: www.twitter.
com/WayneLaugesen

Appeal
From Page 2

commodate donors who want
to make a financial investment
over an extended period of
time to benefit the Church,”
Smith said.
He said it’s much easier to
write one check monthly to
support all the ministries
rather than 40 separate checks
a month.
“A gift in any amount is
greatly needed and will be
genuinely appreciated,” he
said.
The donations are allocated
to support the work of ministers like Grandon, who are instruments of Christ and his
Church.
“You know that the God who
made the whole universe cares
so intimately about each and
every one of us that he orchestrates these beautiful moments where you just see his
hand at work,” she said of her
pro-life ministry. “We’re just
these instruments. I’m thrilled
to watch how he works.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Sacred Music Symposium set April 20

An upcoming Sacred Music Symposium will include keynote presentations, panel discussions and Q-and-As
about the promulgation of the Sacred
Constitution of the Liturgy. The symposium will explore questions such as
“Where have we come from?” and
“Where are we going?” Presenters include Father Jan Michael Joncas, Sister
Joyce Ann Zimmerman, John Flaherty
and J. Michael McMahon.
“Music is one of the important elements of good liturgy. All musicians
know that it takes time to perfect their
craft by taking lessons, practicing and

planning their music carefully,” said
Janette Fayhoe, liturgist at Spirit of
Christ Church in Arvada.
“This music symposium will help educate our teachers, clergy and musicians on improving active participation
of the liturgy,” said Maggie Howard, music director at St. John the Baptist Parish
in Longmont.
The symposium will be held 9 a.m.-3
p.m. April 20 in the St. John Francis Regis
Chapel at Regis University, 3333 Regis
Blvd., Denver. Cost is $15. For more information, visit www.archden.org/liturgy or
call 303-715-3156.

Aquila

age couples to have children in the context of marriage—and to stay married.
Giving up on civil marriage isn’t just a
theoretical debate. Promoting marriage—in accord with natural law—offers the three goods of marriage to a
country that needs them. Defining civil
marriage by its natural law-characteristics does not stem from homophobia. It
is not discrimination or hate or bigotry. Civil promotion of marriage is a
hope that mothers and fathers will love
each other and their children with lasting, sacrificial love.
The problem with redefining marriage
is that we forget what marriage is for. The
problem with giving up on civil marriage
is that we forget just how much all of us
depend on it.

From Page 2
spouse and the gift of procreativity.
These goods are the key to stable social
life. When they are undermined, we face
real social instability.
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of
San Francisco recently wrote about impoverished city neighborhoods, “plagued
by fatherlessness and all the suffering it
produces: youth violence, poverty, drugs,
crime, gangs, school dropouts and incredibly high murder rates. Walk those
blocks and you can see with your own
eyes: A society that is careless about getting fathers and mothers together to
raise their children in one loving family
is causing enormous heartache.”
To stop that heartache, we need to offer every promotion we can to encour-

Deacons

Follow Archbishop Aquila at
www.twitter.com/ArchbishopDen
and St. Francis’ joyful and sacrificial love
in his life story, fired my imagination to
live a life wholly dedicated to God.

From Page 13
A: It is a great blessing to be able to
serve the people of God as a deacon. It is
a little bit surreal that I am a deacon now.
It is an amazing grace to be able to serve
Christ at this time in history. I have felt
called to be a priest for a long time so it is
amazing that is all coming to fulfillment
presently.
Name: Deacon-Brother
John Ignatius, Servants
of Christ Jesus

Q: What are you most looking forward
to about the priesthood?
A: Loving people as Jesus does.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: “The Imitation of Christ” reads, “If
you had angelic purity and the holiness of
holy John the Baptist, you would not be
worthy to receive or to minister this
sacrament.” What I find most daunting is
my own unworthiness.

Birthdate: July 6, 1968
Where born and reared:
California
Seminary: St. John
Vianney Seminary (graduated 2009)

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering
formation.
A: Bachelor’s degree in philosophy,
1990, Loyola Marymount University;
master’s degree in theology, 2002, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio;
teacher, St. Bernard High School, La.;
teacher, Brophy Jesuit College Prep,
Phoenix; director of pastoral ministry, St.
Ignatius College Prep, Chicago; residence
director, Franciscan University; director
of evangelization, Franciscan University;
theology instructor, Franciscan University; director of Catholic campus ministry,
University of Denver
Q: What first interested you in the
priesthood?
A: Christ’s sacrificial love in the Gospels,

Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I grew up near the Pacific, so I love
time in and on the water: swimming, canoeing, boating, skiing and sailing.
Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy is
seen as radical, if not impossible. How
have you reconciled the priesthood’s call
to celibacy with this challenging cultural
perspective?
A: Jesus’ celibacy was masculine, loving
and fruitful. So was the celibacy of St.
Francis of Assisi, St. Ignatius Loyola, St.
John of the Cross and Blessed John Paul
the Great. Celibate chastity is only possible because of love and for the sake of
love. With the grace of the Holy Spirit, all
radical gifts and ministries are possible.
Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?
A: Everyone who saw me at ordination
remarked how joyful and happy I was. For
me, it was a moment of supernatural
consolation.
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Influential priest-author coming to Denver for two free events
BY JULIE FILBY

sions with Father Gaitley, as
well as a presentation by
Best-selling author and Smith on the Philippine
EWTN regular, Marian Father Catholic Biblical Mission
Michael Gaitley, will be in Foundation, an apostolate he
Denver for two events early co-founded in 2007. Since its
next month.
inception,
CBMF
Father Gaitley is
has gifted thousands
the author of “Conof dollars of Bible
soling the Heart of
study materials and
Jesus,” a do-it-yourtrained more than
self weekend retreat;
3,500 catechists in
“33 Days to Morning
the Philippines.
Glory,” a month-long
On the evening of
journey to Marian
May 2, Father Gaitconsecration; and
ley will deliver a
FATHER
most recently “The
presentation titled
MICHAEL
‘One Thing’ Is Three:
“The Most Beautiful
GAITLEY
How the Most Holy
Image in the World?”
Trinity Explains Everything.”
at St. Thomas More Church in
His latest book will be the Centennial. There he will
theme of a May 4 daylong re- speak on three topics: “The
treat to be held at Queen of Healing Power of the Divine
Peace Church in Aurora. While Mercy Image,” “An Image Rethe Holy Trinity is a concept quested by Jesus Himself,”
that’s difficult to understand, and “The Divine Mercy Image
he will explain how it touches as a Gift for Our Time.”
each aspect of the Catholic
The Marian Fathers of the
faith.
Immaculate
Conception,
“Father Mike has masterful- based in Stockbridge, Mass.,
ly taken nearly every part of have been entrusted with
our faith … and shown how spreading the message and
the mystery of the Trinity illu- devotion of Divine Mercy as
minates
it,”
explained initiated by Polish nun St.
Thomas Smith, author and Faustina Kowalska. St. Faustiformer director of the Denver na wrote about her visions
Catholic Biblical School, who and conversations with Jesus
will emcee the retreat.
in her diary, and directed
The day will feature five ses- artist Eugene Kazimirowski to

MARIAN FATHER
MICHAEL GAITLEY
IN DENVER

Editor-inchief of the
Where: St. Thomas More
Catholic
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
News Agency
Centennial
Alejandro
Title: “The Most Beautiful ImBermudez
age in the World? The Divine
will share his
Mercy Image”
experiences
POPE FRANCIS of the hisInformation: 303-779-0396,
toric pontifical events in Rome
mclumlung@gmail.com or
tonight, April 17 at Holy Name
www.thedivinemercy.org/
events
Parish in Englewood.
He will give the free presentaCost: free, RSVP not required
tion “Pope Francis: His Election
and Pontificate.” All are invited.
When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. May 4
The communications editor
Where: Queen of Peace
witnessed first-hand the resignaChurch, 3120 E. Kentucky
tion and last Mass of Pope EmerAve., Aurora
itus Benedict in Rome and the
series of events leading up to
Title: “Discover How the Most
Pope Francis’ installation as the
Holy Trinity Explains Everything!”
next leader of the Church.
Bermudez is a special correCost: freewill offerings acspondent
in Rome for Eternal
cepted, RSVP is required
Word
Television
Network
RSVP:
(EWTN) and also works as a rePCBMFContact@gmail.com or
porter for CNA.
303-578-2513
He will share his experiences
of the historic events 7 p.m. April
17 inside the St. Agnes Center at
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123; 3290 W. Milan Ave.
julie.filby@archden.org;
For more details, call 303-715www.twitter.com/DCRegister 3247 or email evangelization@
Julie
archden.org.
When: 7 p.m. May 2

“THE ONE THING IS THREE”
is the newest book by Father
Michael Gaitley.
paint the original Divine Mercy image in the early 1930s,
based on one of her visions.
The image is recognized and
venerated by Catholics worldwide. On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, the Marian fathers hosted thousands of pilgrims at the National Shrine
of the Divine Mercy in Stockbridge.
Both Denver-area events
featuring Father Gaitley are
free and open to the public.

Tonight journalist
to give eye-witness
account of pope’s
installation
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Holy Hour to support sanctity of marriage
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Now is the time to partner in
prayer for marriage with the one
who authored it.
Catholics are invited to attend
this year’s Holy Hour for Marriage
April 27 to implore God to protect
the sacrament of marriage in a
culture seeking to tear it down.
Prayer may be its only defense, said Phil Webb, director of
the Denver Archdiocese’s Office
of Marriage and Family Life.
“The origins of the attack on
marriage in our culture are spiritual. If you degrade marriage you
degrade the family. If you degrade the family, you will degrade society, and even the
Church,” he said. “Jesus declared
that some things can only be
moved by prayer and fasting.
This may be one of those things.”
The archdiocese and the Parker-based ministry called Marriage Missionaries—founded by
Matt and Mindy Dalton—are
hosting the hour of adoration,
Liturgy of the Word, Benediction
and hymns at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Denver. A nationwide
Holy Hour will be held April 28.
The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops started a
movement for prayer, penance
and sacrifice to protect life, marriage and religious liberty.
“Marriage is a vocation,”

Favorite memories
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FAITHFUL pray before the Blessed Sacrament in this Denver
Catholic Register file photo from 2011.
cially, politically and spiritually.”
In Colorado, a bill allowing
HOLY HOUR FOR
same-sex civil unions was
MARRIAGE
signed by Gov. John Hickenlooper. Nationally, Catholics are batAll are invited to dedicate an
tling a federal mandate that emhour in front of the Blessed
ployers provide abortifacients
Sacrament to pray for the
and birth control, which is consanctity of marriage.
trary to Catholic beliefs on the
When: 1:30 p.m. April 27
sanctity of life.
Where: Cathedral Basilica of
Webb said strong marriages
the Immaculate Conception,
are the way to renew the Church
1530 Logan St., Denver
and bring more vocations to the
Details: Call 303-715-3259
priesthood and consecrated life.
Faithful are encouraged to
Webb said. “It is a way men and pray before the Blessed Sacrawomen can choose to answer ment in their own church if unGod’s call to holiness. But it is able to attend at the Cathedral
being vigorously attacked; so- Basilica.

‘MY MOMMY GAVE ME A
BABY SISTER FOR EASTER!’
will likely be a favorite memory for MacKenzie
King, 3, pictured with Lauren Brooke King on
Holy Saturday, March 30, as she holds her newborn sibling for the first time. Denver Catholic
Register readers are invited to send a photo
and a paragraph sharing a favorite memory of
their mother for publication consideration in a
special Favorite Memories of Mom page in the
May 8 issue and/or for posting on our Facebook
page. Email high resolution photos (300 dpi)
and brief write-ups (include a phone number)
to: editor@archden.org by May 1.

ROXANNE
PHOTO BY G/DENVER
KIN
REGISTER
CATHOLIC
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International statue
visits archdiocese

Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Holy Hour: for the conversion of priests and
more religious vocations at Holy Trinity
Parish's adoration chapel, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Held on the third Thursday of
every month. All are invited. Call 303-4277931 for details.
April 18: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
African Mass: at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish,
2301 York St., Denver. Held every third Sunday
of the month. Call 720-339-3482 for details.
April 21: 1 p.m.
Mass for Neophytes: at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Those baptized and confirmed at
the Easter Vigil are invited to this Mass. Clergy are invited to concelebrate.
April 21: 6:30 p.m.
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious
freedom at Our Lady of Loreto Parish, 18000
E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture meditation, petitions, song and Benediction. Held on the fourth Tuesday of every
month. Call 303-414-2255 or email smc
dermott@ourladyofloreto.org for details.
April 23: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Holy Hour for Marriage: at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan
St., Denver. Pray for the protection of the sanctity of marriage. Call 303-831-7010 for details.
April 27: 1:30 p.m

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

Archdiocese. Liturgies, Marian devotions,
Mass, talks by the statue's custodian and other services will be at each church. Call the
parish or local organizer for details at 720404-2534. For a list of times and parishes,
visit www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com/den
ver2013.pdf.
Through April 22
Presentation on Pope Francis: in the St.
Agnes Center of Holy Name Parish, 3290 W.
Milan Ave., Englewood. Catholic News
Agency’s editor-in-chief Alejandro Bermudez
will share his eye-witness account of Pope
Emeritus Benedict’s last Mass to the installation of Pope Francis. No cost or RSVP. Call
303-715-3247 for details.
April 17: 7 p.m.
Christ the King Denver: will host a gala
themed "Out of Africa" at the parish's Ballard
Hall, 860 Elm St., Denver. Includes wine tasting, auction, music and raffle. Tickets are $40
per person or $30 for seniors. Purchase at
the school or call 303-321-2123.
April 20: 6:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary Parish,
4688 Pearl St., Denver. Cost is $5. Call 303297-1962 for details.

International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima: to visit parishes in the Denver

couple. Purchase tickets at the school or
parish or visit www.saintcatherine.us. Call
303-477-8035 for details.
April 27: 5 p.m.
St. Louis Louisville: will have its annual Angel
Auction at A Spice of Life Event Center, 5706
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder. This year's Hawaiian
themed event includes dinner, auction, raffle
and dancing. Tickets are $50 per person before April 19. Contact 303-717-9981 or
aebs@comcast.net.
April 27: 5 p.m.-midnight

April 21: 8 a.m.-noon
St. Mary Academy Englewood: will host "A
Night at the Derby" gala at Mile High Station,
2027 W. Lower Colfax Ave., Denver. Wear Derby attire at the gala that includes auctions,
testimonials, games and cocktails. Cost is
$150 per person or $300 per couple. Purchase
at www.smanet.org. Call 303-762-8300 for
details.
April 26: 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Catholic Speed Dating: see listing in the Classifieds section.

PHOTO PROVIDED

St. Catherine of Siena: will hold its annual
Bella Notte dinner and auction at the Regis
University Field House, 3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. Tickets are $65 per person or $120 per

Art Exhibition: in the church hall at Holy
Ghost Parish, 1900 California St., Denver. No
cost. Call 303-570-7275 for details.
April 28: 1 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Art Gallery Opening: at the Tolle Lege Cafe in
the Augustine Institute, 6160 S. Syracuse Way,
Greenwood Village. Elizabeth Zelasko’s collection will be displayed. RSVP by April 23 at
303-937-4420 ext. 105 or morgan.rosand@
augustineinstitute.org.
April 30: 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Summer Leadership Camp: sixth-, seventh-,
and eighth-grade girls at the University of St.
Mary in Leavenworth, Kan. Hosted on the
campus of the Sisters of Charity in Leavenworth to teach girls about the faith, Catholic
values, and how to set goals through recreation, talks and prayer. Cost is $125 including
room and board. RSVP by May 13. Scholarships
available. Call 816-718-2660 or email
vickil@scls.org.
June 26-28
Heartland Charity Volunteers: sought by the
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth to commit
to a year of volunteer service in Kansas City,
Kan. Women ages 21-30 asked to serve in educational, social or health ministries while living in community and advancing prayer life.
Room and board, medical insurance and a
stipend are provided. Applications accepted
through June at www.heartlandcv.org. Call
913-912-1038 or email heartlandcharityvolun
teers@gmail.com.
August 2013-June 2014

The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima will visit parishes in the
Denver Archdiocese until April 22 sharing
Mary’s presence and message of hope. At
each church, there will be a service at the
discretion of the pastor. Contact the parish
for more information, or local organizer
Greta Garlutzo at 720-404-2534 or irish
gret@aol.com. For more about the statue,
visit www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com.
9 a.m.-8 p.m. April 17: Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Latin Rite, Littleton, 303-703-8538
9 a.m.-7 p.m. April 18: St. Catherine of
Siena, Denver, 303-455-9090
8 a.m.-7 p.m. April 19: St. Joseph, Colorado
Springs, 719-632-9903
7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. April 20: Nativity of Our
Lord, Broomfield, 303-469-5171
2 p.m.-10 p.m. April 21: St. Jude, Lakewood,
303-988-6435
4:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. April 22: Sacred Heart,
Roggen, 303-849-5313

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Organ Concert: at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Joyce Kull will perform. No cost or
RSVP necessary. Donations accepted. Call
970-213-9257 or email kmaclean@denver
cathedral.org for details.
April 19: 7 p.m.
Womens Vocations Discernment Day: hosted
by the Religious Sisters of Mercy on consecrated life and marriage in room 107 at the
John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
No cost. Day begins with Mass and confession. RSVP by April 19. Call 303-715-3144.
April 20: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Day of Recollection: hosted by the St. Joseph
Lay Carmelites at Holy Family Parish Center,
4377 Utica St., Denver. Anthony Lilles will
speak on contemplative prayer. Lunch provided. A $10 donation suggested. RSVP to 303287-5397.
April 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sacred Music Symposium: in the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel at Regis University, 3333
Regis Blvd., Denver. National speakers will
discuss 50 years since Vatican II's Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy. Cost is $15. For
more information, visit www.archden.org
/liturgy or call 303-715-3156.
April 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Life in the Spirit Seminar: at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Discover God's love, deepen your faith
and experience the Holy Spirit's power. Cost
is $20 per person. Call 303-699-8927 or email
bob.rouelle@gmail.com.
April 27: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
April 28: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
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For pilgrimages and other travel opportunities, look in the Classifieds section.
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