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Family before state
Archbishop calls for
respect for families
in immigration
reform
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Catholics
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risen Christ in
public squares
across Colorado,
Wyoming
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Parent services,
not abortion,
reduce trauma
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Families ripped apart and
deported in raids by the hands
of officials observing broken
immigration policies robs immigrants of their natural
rights and serves to undermine the nation’s foundational Christian culture, Archbishop Samuel Aquila told a crowd
gathered at Regis University
last week.
Family, he said, must come
before the state when considering the reform of the nation’s immigration laws.
“As we face the breakdown
of the family in this country,
we should recognize that supporting families through immigration law may be our
clearest hope to the restoration of Christian culture in the
United States,” he said April 4
before a room of Catholic
faithful, educators and officials. “Today, immigrants are
too often viewed solely
through a financial lens. They
are viewed as workers and reduced merely to their economic potential. But immigrants are members of families, and those families are essential to our social order. Respecting the family means
finding alternatives to deportation when families will be
torn apart by it.”
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ARCHBISHOP Samuel Aquila listens to a question from an audience member after a talk on
immigration he gave at Regis University in northwest Denver April 4.
The Denver Archdiocese’s
shepherd called for comprehensive immigration reform
as part of a series of talks
about Catholicism in the
modern world hosted on the
Denver campus.
He presented three principles of reform that draw from
the natural law, including the
respect of the dignity of the
family, the right of a nation to
secure its borders, and an assessment of its economic
health and global political and
economic corruption.

THEATER AND MUSIC

Archbishop Aquila referenced the 2006 Swift raids in
the Midwest and Greeley saying such moves “won’t solve
systematic economic problems or the problem of undocumented immigration.”
The raiding and deportation of the 1,300-some meatpacking plant workers does
“more damage than good as
the workers are needed, and it
often ends up separating families,” he said.
Rather, the nation has an
obligation to welcome for-

eigners in search of security
and a just livelihood, especially those arriving in duress.
“I’m not a politician, or an
economist. I am a pastor,”
Archbishop Aquila said. “But
the number of immigrants employed in this country suggests
that there is a need, and an
ability, to welcome immigrants
to America. … But immigration
law is broken in America.”
He shared how his own
grandparents emigrated from

See Immigration, Page 7

YEAR OF FAITH: DOUBT

Seminarians to peform G.K .
Chesteron’s ‘Napoleon of Notting Hill’
PAGE 3

Faithful invited to sing in tune to
Vatican II
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Doubt in God’s word, kindness and faithfulness
entered into the minds of Adam and Eve
through the lie of the devil. They let their trust
in the Creator die in their hearts and disobeyed
God. All our sins are disobedience toward God
and doubt in his goodness. To combat doubt, we
should trust God more. God is truth so his word
is always true. He cannot deceive us. This
makes our faith certain even when revealed truths of the faith
seem obscure to human reason and experience. This also means
we can abandon ourselves completely to him in faith.
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Parent services, not abortion, reduce trauma
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

SAMUEL J. AQUILA

The divine creation
and gifts of marriage
Marriage, most fundamentally, is gift. Or, perhaps more clearly, marriage is a series of gifts, connected and intertwined with
one another.
Marriage is the gift of a husband to a wife. And the gift of a
wife to a husband. Marriage is a gift from God—an opportunity
to form a family, a community of love. Marriage is the place
where the gift of life begins. And marriage is a gift to every community, every culture, every people—marriage is the gift of stability, of civility and of love. Marriage is the first and essential
community to society.
Today many people seem to be confused about marriage.
They seem to believe it is an institution created by governments—a recognition of a partnership of adults. In some ways,
marriage has become viewed as a social recognition of mutual
affection between two adults. This view of marriage is relativistic and self-centered. If marriage is created by governments,
governments may modify marriage, may change and alter its
definition. And if marriage is about recognizing mutual affection, then it doesn’t matter who loves whom, and any type of
partnership could be recognized as “marriage.”
But this view of marriage couldn’t be further from the truth.
Marriage is a divine creation. It is rooted in the divine command of God to Adam and Eve, to “be fruitful and multiply.” In
fact, marriage is rooted in the very creation of Adam and Eve—
men and women were created, from the very beginning, to live
in a communion of love with one another. Men and women
complement each other and share in creation of human life in
their love for each other. In marriage, two become one flesh in
their children, love becomes a whole new person—the fruit of
their married love. This communion is the gift of marriage.
Marriage is written in the very fiber our existence.
And the gift of marriage is for something. When a husband
gives himself completely to a wife, and a wife completely to
her husband, the marriage bears fruit. Children stem from
marriage. So does community, and unity and social stability.
At the very heart of marriage, at its very core, is a call—a call
for men and women to be procreative through their total
self-gift to one another.
Over the past few months, we’ve debated marriage and civil unions in Colorado, and the Supreme Court has debated
marriage in Washington. The marriage debate is not likely to
cease soon.
Lately, faithful families I know have told me that they are discouraged. That the confusion, and the attacks, and the hatred
of the world have dampened their spirits. That the world’s view
of marriage has made them feel under attack.
Be not afraid, brothers and sisters. I pray that the Church will
be a place of renewal for you. A place of refreshment and joy. A
place to encounter Jesus Christ apart from the noise, confusion,
irrationality and anger of the world. The world needs the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the witness of joy-filled marriages.
And so does the Church.
Over the next several weeks, I will offer reflections on marriage—its history, its meaning and its potential. I pray that my
reflections will be helpful to you. But I would be remiss if I do
not mention that the witness of faithful marriages is tremendously helpful to me. My heart is filled with joy by couples living their sacramental marriages faithfully as husbands and
wives, in the communion of their children and grand-children.
We are blessed, in the Archdiocese of Denver, by thousands
of families striving to live according to God’s plan, the Gospel
and the teachings of the Church. By young couples, scrimping
and saving to put their children into Catholic schools. By older
couples offering their wisdom, and their witness of enduring fidelity and love. By families sharing the grace in their lives with
our entire Church, and our entire community. Thank you for
your witness. Marriage is a gift. I thank you, dear brothers and
sisters, for giving and receiving that gift, and for entrusting it to
the loving care of the Lord.
Follow Archbishop Aquila at www.twitter.com/Archbishop
Den.

House, Senate give
unanimous
approval for state
resolution on
grieving parents
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A resolution encouraging
services for parents facing the
death of a baby in utero found
bipartisan support in the state
Legislature this month when it
passed unanimously in the
House and Senate.
State Rep. Lois Landgraf, RFountain, and Sen. Irene
Aguilar, D-Denver, sponsored
House joint resolution 1017,
which will encourage medical
staff to give parents support
and bereavement options if
their pregnancy is diagnosed
with a lethal anomaly.
“This is to bring awareness to
this aspect of bereavement that
sometimes gets overlooked,”
Landgraf said of the resolution.
The House passed the resolution March 18 and the Senate
passed it April 5.
Studies reveal that 20 percent
of parents who are told about
their baby’s fetal anomaly decided to continue their pregnancy.
But when given the option of a
supportive environment and
mourning services, at least 80
percent choose to continue the
pregnancy, according to Americans United for Life.

“What we’ve seen and what
research has provided is, if parents know there is a support
system for them when they go
through this difficult process,
many choose not to terminate,” said Jenny Kraska, executive director of the Colorado
Catholic Conference, the lobbying arm of the three Catholic
dioceses in the state.
Fetal loss—which refers to
the death of an infant due to
miscarriage,
stillbirth
or
neonatal death—is relatively
common. In 2004, 17 percent
of women—or about 1 in 6—
between the ages of 15 and 44
experienced a fetal loss in the
United States, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. In 2011, the infant mortality rate was six
deaths per 1,000 live births.
The resolution aims to bring
awareness to the support offered for the inescapable emotional and psychological trials
in losing a baby prematurely or
learning of an abnormality.
Hospital staff, chaplains and
grief support groups will help
to honor the child’s life, assist
with funeral planning and offer
referrals for community support groups.
Deacon-doctor Alan Rastrelli
of St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial said it can be more
traumatic for parents to choose
an abortion rather than seeking
support while embracing the
baby’s life.
“No matter how short the
life, you can embrace it and

love it,” he said. “It can make a
very difficult situation less
traumatic rather than aborting
the child and dismissing the
fact that there’s still going to be
grieving and mourning when
you do that.”
Children’s Hospital Colorado
in Aurora and Memorial Hospital University of Colorado
Health in Colorado Springs offer
extensive grief packets, spiritual
counseling, referrals and onsite
support groups. Memorial Hospital will also offer an annual remembrance service for the 200some parents who lost a baby at
the hospital last year.
After talking to parents, families and support organizations
such as String of Pearls, Landgraf
said she discovered the positive
impact of bereavement services.
“I really realized the impact
these sorts of services have on
not just the mother but an entire family that’s facing this situation,” she said. “I think they
are more prepared and less regretful.”
Copies of the resolution will
be sent to the governor, health
departments and hospital and
medical associations in the
state.
“The goal is first to bring
awareness to this issue and to
bring awareness to the need for
more people to partake in this
ministry,” Kraska said.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

THE SUPREME COURT

A Supreme challenge to marriage
BY JENNY KRASKA

You are likely aware that last
week month the U.S. Supreme
Court heard oral arguments for
two different cases concerning
marriage. The outcome of
these cases will have a significant impact on the institution
of marriage in the United
States. What is at stake is the
fundamental nature and understanding of marriage;
namely, whether marriage is
between one man and one
woman.
Both cases before the
Supreme Court deal with a va-

riety of constitutional, legal
and moral issues. The first case
deals with the legality and enforceability of Proposition 8 in
California. In 2008, California
voters approved Proposition
8—a constitutional amendment endorsing marriage between one man and one
woman. Subsequently, this ballot initiative was invalidated by
courts and the issue will now
be decided by the Supreme
Court. The second case deals
with the constitutionality of
DOMA (the Defense of Marriage Act), the federal legislation signed into law by Presi-

dent Bill Clinton, which also
recognizes the true nature of
marriage as being between one
man and one woman.
The oral arguments provided
an opportunity for the public
to learn what both the proponents and opponents argued in
regard to both cases and to be
aware of the type of questions
the justices asked regarding
these issues. I would encourage
all Catholics to read the transcripts or listen to the oral arguments, which are easily
available on the Internet. The
justices asked a wide variety of

See Marriage, Page 9
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Catholics announce the risen Christ in
public squares across Colorado, Wyoming

REAL LIFE CATHOLIC

BY ROXANNE KING

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

On April 7, more than 100
members of the Neocatechumenal Way announced the good
news of the Gospel via loudspeakers in 10 public squares in
Colorado and two in Wyoming
as part of a Year of Faith evangelization effort called “The Great
Mission.”
The 12 teams of some dozen
members each, which include
married couples, young adults,
seminarians and a priest, were
part of an estimated 10,000 such
teams across the world, including 100 in Rome, according to
Rose Mary McLeod, who with
her husband Don lead the Way, a
parish-based catechumenate, in
the two states.
“This is precisely the new
evangelization that John Paul II,
Benedict XVI, and now (Pope)
Francis have called for,” Archbishop Samuel Aquila told 10 of
the teams April 6 just before
blessing them during a liturgy in
a chapel at Redemptoris Mater
Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary in south Denver.
“This is new in ardor, new in
zeal and most of all new in
method,” the archbishop said.
The Great Mission, in which
Catholics witness to their encounters with the risen Christ,
will continue for the next four
Sundays at locations in Denver,
Boulder,
Centennial,
Fort
Collins, Greeley, Holyoke and

Look Who’s
Reading the

Red shoes, black shoes
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ON APRIL 6 in a chapel of Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary in south Denver, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila blesses members of the Neocatechumenal Way who for
five consecutive Sundays are announcing the good news of the
Gospel in public squares across Colorado and in Wyoming
through May 5.

THE GREAT
MISSION
For more
information,
scan the QR
code or visit
www.ncwcolo
rado.org or
email ncw@ncwcolorado.org

Pueblo as well as in the Wyoming
cities of Laramie and Riverton.
Sites include town squares, a
trailer park and parking lots.

Read about the Denver
Catholic Register’s
voluntary
subscription
campaign, Join
the Mission, on
Page 8.
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See Mission, Page 5

Seminary to perform G.K.
Chesteron’s ‘Notting Hill’
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Bishop James Conley, former
auxiliary bishop of the Denver
Archdiocese, reads through
an issue of the Denver
Catholic Register in November 2012 after the announcement of his appointment as
bishop of the Diocese of Lincoln, Neb.

Each team is supported by
Neocatechumenal Way communities that set up and tear
down the stage and equipment
for the evangelizers and pray for
the team, McLeod said. The effort was conceived by Kiko Arguello, a co-founder of the Neocatechumenal Way, as the Way’s
contribution to the Year of Faith.
In Pueblo, Bishop Fernando
Isern blessed two of the teams,
including the one he is a member of that is evangelizing just
outside his cathedral. Cheyenne

The seminarians of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
will perform an adaption of
G.K. Chesterton’s famed first
novel “The Napoleon of Notting Hill” starting April 25.
The Denver seminarians’ annual play will depict the author’s philosophical ideas on
capitalism and government
through the viewpoint of the
absurdly comical character
King Auberon Quin, who explores his kingdom in 20thcentury London bereft of a
sense of history, romanticism
and loyalty.
“It’s really a philosophical
production,” said director and
third-year seminarian Ryan
McCandless.
The play is adapted from the
book, a futuristic satire set in
1984 London. First published
in 1904, Chesterton does not
explore technological advances
on the horizon but on public
apathy, corruption of the ruling
class and the loss of tradition.
McCandless said attendees

should leave with Chesterton’s
message on “governments trying to come in and rip away
what you really love and what
really matters in the name of
capitalism,” he said.
The public is invited to the
play performed at 7:30 p.m.
April 25, 26, and 27 in the refectory on the seminary campus at
1300 S. Steele St. in Denver.
Seminarian Scott Bailey
adapted the novel into a play
specifically for the seminary.
The 20 seminarians who will
perform in the production began preparations last year with
auditions and rehearsals.
“It’s been a lot of fun,” McCandless said. “The best part is
seeing the audience and hearing people’s takes afterward.”
The play is based on Chesterton’s novel that is considered
one of the “best first novels”
ever written.
“The story is centered
around King Auberon Quin.
He’s very eccentric. All he wants
is to be a joke. He calls himself a
humorist,” McCandless said.

See Play, Page 7

Pope Francis’ choice of shoes is not just about his preference
of accessories. It’s a statement about the direction he’ll be taking his papacy. There’s a powerful witness in that direction. That
said, lest we get the wrong message (and I think many are), this
new direction should not be perceived as a condemnation of
his predecessors, nor of the rich symbolism that has always surrounded the papacy.
In the short time since he’s been named pope, Francis has
been true to his name. In fact, I’m not sure a papacy has ever so
quickly and overtly been marked by the name chosen by a
pope. Poverty, simplicity and humility are all words that are
synonymous with St. Francis of Assisi, and in just a few short
weeks, with Pope Francis.
In his second major address he lamented, perhaps as St.
Francis would have if he’d been named pope, “Oh, how I wish
for a Church that is poor and for the poor.” His humility has
sent waves not only through the Church but through the media. It wasn’t just the hotel staff that was dumbfounded when
he personally checked out of his room the day after his election,
or the newspaper kiosk owner in Argentina that was floored
when he called five days later to cancel his delivery. The whole
world was amazed!
I don’t think these kinds of stories (which, no doubt, we’ll be
hearing more of) are feigned acts of humility or the pope trying
on his newfound fame with the general public. This radical simplicity is consistent with the way he’s lived his entire episcopal
ministry and the attention he’s always paid to everyday people.
If Pope Francis called to cancel his paper five days after his
election, it’s because he had taken the time to befriend the man
who delivered it when he was a cardinal. This is a man who has
always preferred the company not just of ordinary people, but
of the poor—and more, he is a man who has always associated
himself with them.
He is affectionately called “the slum pope” by the overjoyed
community that he served in Villa 21-24 of Buenos Aires, an
area so dangerous that outsiders dare not enter. He would show
up at the chapel there on a regular basis as cardinal to sip tea
and minister to the people in a myriad of ways. His desk was
covered with pictures of recovering addicts and volunteers from
the slums.
I think this preference for the poor jolted the whole Church
into an examination of conscience during Lent. The final judgment Jesus described in Matthew 25 is based entirely on our
devotion to the poor. This devotion was an essential part of our
witness for millennia, but I don’t think it’s the first thing people
think of when they think of us Catholics anymore. It might not
even be the second or third thing. Of course there are many
Catholic groups doing amazing things for those in need, but
that service is not a part of the average Catholic’s commitments,
and finding volunteers for those groups (especially among
younger Catholics) can be very difficult! I think all that’s about
to change thanks to the witness of Pope Francis.
But each pope offers a Christian witness in a unique way,
which brings us back to the shoes. True to his “Franciscan” spirit, Pope Francis decided not to take on the famous red shoes of
previous popes, instead opting for his own beat up, black shoes.
Some have seen Pope Francis’ “low church” style as a snub to
his predecessors. They’ve interpreted it as a confirmation of the
world’s misperception that things like red shoes and capes are
all about lavishness, and that now we finally have a leader willing to purge the papacy of it all. But I doubt very much that
Francis’ intent was to correct Pope Benedict XVI, or Blessed
Pope John Paul II, whom Francis will most likely canonize during his tenure.
The red shoes and cape worn by his predecessors were not
signs of luxury. The tradition of popes wearing red shoes and
capes, like the tradition of U.S. Marines whose dress trousers
feature a red stripe, is a symbol of blood—a reminder of those
who have sacrificed their lives for the cause. The pope’s red
shoes were a reminder of the blood of martyrs on which the papacy stands.
Sadly, though, the modern world often misses the point of re-

See Stefanick, Page 4
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

Let us never forget, authentic power is service
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

GEORGE WEIGEL

Impoverished spirits
Certain ritual encounters have now become standard operating procedure for a new pope. In each of these meetings, Pope Francis has done something surprising, in his
low-key, gentle way.
In a Mass celebrated in the Sistine Chapel with the College
of Cardinals on the day after his election, the Holy Father
raised cautions about clerical ambition—a yellow warning
flag that reflected the concerns he had expressed during the
papal interregnum about “spiritual worldliness” corrupting
the Church, and an unmistakable call to a more energetically
evangelical exercise of the priesthood and the episcopate.
In a meeting a few days later with thousands of journalists,
the pope reminded his rapt audience that the Church cannot
be understood, or reported, as if it were simply another political agency; the Church has to be understood from the inside
out, as “the holy People of God making its way to encounter
Jesus Christ,” without whom “Peter and the Church would
not exist or have reason to exist.” And then came a subtle but
unmistakable challenge: journalism, Francis insisted, “demands a particular concern for what is true, good and beautiful.” It can’t be all buzz all the time, and if journalism vulgarizes itself and becomes buzz only, it loses its soul.
And then came the meeting with the representatives of
power, the ambassadors accredited to the Holy See. Here,
the Holy Father took the opportunity to explain, once
again, his choice of papal name, while using that exercise
to make two important points.
Stressing the Church’s care for, and work with, the poor
throughout the world, the pope reminded his audience in
the Vatican’s Sala Regia that Francis of Assisi knew that
there were various forms of poverty. There was the Franciscan work, which belongs to all Christians, to serve “the
sick, orphans the homeless and all the marginalized;” that
work is a Gospel imperative that also helps “to make society more humane and more just.” And then there was a different form of poverty: the “spiritual poverty of our time”;
that poverty is most evident in wealthier societies and
manifests itself in what Benedict XVI often called the “dictatorship of relativism”—the worship of the false god of
me, myself and I, imposed by state power, often in the
name of a misguided and coercive concept of tolerance.
This second form of poverty had to be challenged by a
second Franciscan imperative, the responsibility “to build
peace.” Yet, as the pope immediately continued: “there is
no true peace without the truth! There cannot be true
peace if everyone is his own criterion, if everyone can always claim exclusively his own rights, without at the same
time caring for the good of others, of everyone, on the basis
of the nature that unites every human being on this earth.”
The last phrase—“the nature that unites every human
being on this earth”—was the money quote here. For that is
precisely what so much of the spiritually impoverished
world of radical secularism and lifestyle libertinism now
denies: that there is any “human nature” which public policy and law must respect. That’s what those who continue
to support “abortion rights” deny. That’s what those who
insist that “marriage” can mean any configuration of consenting adults deny. That’s what those who regard children
as an optional lifestyle accessory deny. And that’s what
those who insist that maleness and femaleness are “cultural constructs,” not givens that disclose deep truths about
the human condition, deny.
Those denials, Pope Francis suggested, lead to a spiritual
impoverishment that can be as devastating as material
poverty. And those denials can lead to conflicts within societies that shatter peace just as much as conflicts between
societies.
Pope Francis is no “Brother Sun, Sister Moon” romantic.
As an experienced pastor and a man of keen intelligence,
he knows that reality-contact is as important for societies
as it is for personal mental health. He’ll make the case in a
different way than Benedict XVI. But you can count on this
pontificate to challenge the dictatorship of relativism in the
name of authentic humanism.

Third Sunday of Easter: April 14
Scripture readings:
• Acts 5:27-32; 40-41
• Psalm 30:2-6, 11-13
• Revelation 5:11-14
• John 21:1-19
Synopsis: From its very beginning Christianity has posed a
challenge to rulers. Sometimes it
did so directly, like in our first
reading. Peter and the other
apostles had been under strict
orders by the Sanhedrin (governing council) not to talk about
Jesus. But in a bold act of defiance Peter says, “We must obey
God rather than men!” With unexpected chutzpa he starts to
preach to the very men who ordered him not to preach. Peter’s
speech is one of the most concise explanations of the Gospel
in the New Testament. It consists
of three basic statements: (1)
Christ was killed, having been
“hung on a tree;” (2) God raised
him from the dead thus making
him “leader and savior” (3) Jesus
is the one through whom one
can obtain forgiveness. In this
week’s second reading from Rev-

Stefanick
From Page 3
ligious signs and symbols—only
seeing the “excess” of a man
who seems to like silly, red
leather shoes. Esquire magazine, referring to Benedict’s red
leather shoes named him “accessorizer of the year” in 2007.
Given that reality, the black
shoes might be a good step for
the Church in 2013. Pope Francis certainly takes the wind out
the sails of any detractor who
claims the Church is about

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Praises for the public
Way of the Cross
Having family and friends in
Denver, I was very pleased to
read the April 3 Denver Catholic
Register article: “Christ’s passion
portrayed on Federal Blvd.” I get
to Denver fairly regularly, so I
was glad to read that something
so significant as this re-enactment was portrayed on Palm
Sunday on a major thoroughfare. This was an excellent venue. Something of this magnitude

elation, John has a vision of
heaven where he heard the
sound of countless angels and
souls praising “the One who sits
on the throne and the Lamb.”
The liturgy of heaven is reflected
in the Mass whose focal point is
“the lamb that was slain” who
alone is “worthy to receive honor, glory and blessing.” This
week’s Gospel is rich in symbolic
meaning. The net was drawn up
from the right side of the boat
suggesting a connection with
the Last Judgment of Matthew
25. The crucified and risen Lord
stands on the shore calling his
disciples. Peter, stripped for
work, “puts on” Christ (Gal 3:27)
and plunges into the water (of
baptism). The miraculous catch
of fish is connected with Luke 5
and the calling of Peter. The precise number of fish, 153, has
been the subject of much speculation. St. Jerome (d. 420) has an
intriguing explanation. Ancient
zoologists calculated the total
number of fish species to be exactly 153. The fish, therefore, signify all the people of the earth to
whom Peter and the apostles are
to be sent. The symbol of the net
represents the apostolic mission
to preach the Gospel to all na-

tions. Notice that it’s Peter who
drags the net ashore; it’s Peter
that Jesus singles out to shepherd the worldwide Church.

nothing but money and power.
No doubt, Francis’ papacy
will be marked (and we should
pray it is) by strong yet highly
accessible preaching, and by a
spirit of humble service, especially to the poor. Benedict XVI
will be primarily remembered
as a great theologian and liturgist. Though in this, it’s important to remember that he also
served the “average” person,
and the poor, because lofty
truth and liturgical beauty are
not just for the highly educated
and the wealthy.
So, what color shoes would

Jesus wear if he were here today? I think sometimes he’d
wear the red to honor those
who shed their blood for him,
and other times the weathered
black to convey that the
Catholic Church should be
known as a Church for the
poor—just as his vicars have
done.

was rightly demonstrated on a
major artery, instead of relegated
to a side-street. I applaud the St.
Anthony of Padua re-enactors,
participants, and even the onlookers for taking the time and
effort to bring this Bible story “to
life.” When Jesus Christ was
taunted, beaten, stripped of his
garments and paraded by Roman soldiers 2,000 years ago
they did so in the most visible
venue possible. Logic holds that
those who crucified him wanted
it to be a public spectacle of horrific torture and humiliation.
James A. Marples
Longview, Texas

Key verse: “Peter and the
apostles said in reply, ‘We must
obey God rather than men’”—
Acts 5:29

Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The citizen is obliged
in conscience not to follow the
directives of civil authorities
when they are contrary to the
demands of the moral order, to
the fundamental rights of persons or the teachings of the
Gospel.”

Pope Francis: “Jesus Christ
conferred power upon Peter,
but what sort of power was it?
Jesus’ three questions to Peter
about love are followed by
three commands: feed my
lambs, feed my sheep. Let us
never forget that authentic
power is service, and that the
pope too, when exercising
power, must enter ever more
fully into that service which has
its radiant culmination on the
cross” (Homily, Inaugural
Mass, March 19).

Visit Christopher Stefanick at
www.RealLifeCatholic.com. Stefanick’s column is distributed by
the Denver Catholic Register,
the official newspaper of the
Denver Archdiocese.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize
that the opinions expressed in letters
to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements will
not be printed. Unsigned letters will
not be printed. Letters may be edited.
Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Apr. 10-11: Priests’ Convocation, Keystone
Apr. 12: Mass and confirmation, Our Lady of Lourdes, Denver (6:30 p.m.)
Apr. 13: Speaker, Deacon Continuing Formation Day, John Paul II Center (10 a.m.)
Apr. 14: Mass and confirmation, Blessed Sacrament, Denver (noon)
Apr. 16: Candidacy Mass, Christ the King Chapel, John Paul II Center (4:30 p.m.)
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Colorado miracle spurs beatification
BY KEVIN J. JONES

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (CNA)—
The Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration are thrilled at the approved beatification of their German founder,
Mother Maria Theresia Bonzel, after a
Vatican-recognized miracle in
Colorado.
“We are enthusiastically
surprised,” Sister Clarice
Gentrup, the congregation’s vicar general,
told Catholic News
Agency April 2.
“After all these
years, we’re coming
closer and closer to
beatification and
canonization, possibly.”
Pope Francis approved the 19th-century nun’s beatification on
March 27. The ceremony
will be celebrated at the
Catholic cathedral in Paderborn,
Germany, on Nov. 10 and her hometown of Olpe will host an event on Nov.
11.
The miracle attributed to Mother Maria
Theresia involves the healing of a Colorado Springs boy named Luke Burgie. In
September 1998, at the age of 4, he began
suffering from a severe viral infection that
caused chronic diarrhea. Many doctors
and specialists could not cure him.
“Nobody could really diagnose what
the cause of it was,” Sister Gentrup said.
“They tried to heal him, but nothing
helped. He was losing weight, and a little
4-year-old doesn’t have a lot of weight to
lose.”
Luke’s older sister Jill met some Sisters
of St. Francis when they visited her
parish elementary school, where she

was a student. Her family invited two
sisters to supper at their home, where
they learned about Luke’s illness. The
sisters began a novena to Mother Maria
Theresia for Luke in late January 1999.
Luke was suddenly cured on Feb. 22,
1999, without scientific explanation.
His mother said that he “just
got up from the couch and
began playing like a normal happy kid,” the Sisters of St. Francis reported on their website. At the time, Luke
simply said “Jesus
healed me.”
Sister Gentrup,
who lives in Colorado Springs, said
the boy is doing well
14 years later.
“He was a healthy
strong, wrestler in high
school. He rides his bicycle and runs marathons,”
CNA ILLUSTRATION
she said. “He’s a normal,
healthy teenager.”
She and her other Sisters of St. Francis are glad to see recognition of their
foundress.
Mother Maria Theresia was born in
Olpe in the German region of Westphalia on Sept. 17, 1830. She founded
the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration in Olpe in 1863.
Her sisters cared for orphans, worked
in teaching, and provided health care
among many other acts of charity. They
suffered under the “Kulturkampf,” the
19-century German government’s program against the Catholic Church.
She died on Feb. 6, 1905, at which
time about 1,500 sisters were members
of her congregation. Her sisters now
minister in Germany, the United States,
the Philippines and Brazil.

Pope prays at JP II's tomb

VATICAN CITY(CNA/EWTN News)—
Pope Francis spent a “long time” kneeling
in silent prayer before the tomb of
Blessed John Paul II on April 2, the eighth
anniversary of his death.
The visit “in the Vatican basilica expresses the deep, spiritual continuity of
the Petrine ministry shared by the Popes.
“It is precisely this Petrine ministry that
Pope Francis so deeply feels and shares,
and which he has also shown in his meeting with and repeated telephone calls to
his predecessor Benedict XVI,” said an

April 2 statement from the Vatican press
office.
Over the last two days, the Pope seems
to have been steeping himself in the spiritual riches and strength of his predecessors who are buried in St. Peter's Basilica.
Late on Monday afternoon he visited
the tomb of St. Peter, as well as the final
resting places of Popes Benedict XV, Pius
XI, Pius XII, Paul VI and John Paul I.
Then, at 7 p.m. on April 2, the pope
went to the tomb of Blessed John Paul II,
just after St. Peter’s closed for the evening.

Mission

and make disciples of all nations” the
archbishop urged the teams to “’Be not
afraid.’
“For too often, we as a Church have
waited for people to come to us rather
than going out. … It is as if we kept that
good news all to ourselves in our churches,” he said. “Certainly it was done in foreign countries where there were missions, but not so much here.
“I want to extend my deep gratitude to
each one of you for having the courage to
go out to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ. It is a great joy for me as a bishop,
as a successor to the apostles, to see you
go out and carry on the mission of Christ.”

From Page 3

Bishop Paul Etienne had previously given
his blessing to the effort in his diocese as
well, McLeod said.
“And I believe that today the Holy Father is blessing the teams in Rome,”
McLeod told the Denver Catholic Register
April 6 after the blessing led by Archbishop Aquila.
At the Denver blessing, Archbishop
Aquila told the teams that the Neocatechumenal Way’s Great Mission effort “is
truly a work of the Holy Spirit.” Quoting
the Gospel reading from Matthew called
“The Great Commission” in which Christ
charges his disciples to “Go, therefore,

Roxanne King: 303-715-3215; www.
twitter.com/DCRegister
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Dominican Sisters Home Health Agency to mark 90th year
It was a chance meeting and
spontaneous act of charity that
caused a chain of events leading
to the Dominican Sisters Home
Health Agency’s celebration of
its 90th year in caring for the
poor in Denver.
In 1869 in New York City, a
poor Irish immigrant, Mary
Walsh, was walking on her to
work as a laundress when she
heard the cries of a distraught
young girl. Walsh discovered the
reason for her cries: the child’s
mother was gravely ill in bed
with a dead infant by her side.
After a prayer for guidance,
Walsh spent days aiding the
poor family and responded to
the Lord’s call for her to dedicate
her life to works of charity and
mercy.
The community called the
Dominican Sisters of the Sick
Poor was founded and Mother
Walsh chose Denver as the site
for her mission work.
Since 1923, the community of
sisters and laypeople has worked
to care for the poorest of the poor
in Colorado. Last year, as the Dominican Sisters Home Health

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

DOMINICAN Sister Regis Nuva
Agency, the nonprofit provided
24,300 free visits to 406 homes of
the poor, sick and elderly.
“DSHHA improves the lives,
health and safety of its patients
while providing quality nursing
care at the lowest cost site: the
home,” said its executive director, Krisandra Panting.
Supported by key sponsor
The Catholic Foundation, the
nonprofit will celebrate its anniversary with a best pizza chef
contest at their May 2 charity

NUN OF THE ABOVE

ways existed.
E. NOTA

The human nature
of Jesus

2. What can be said of Jesus’ human knowledge?
A. It was unlimited.
B. It could not be increased.
C. It included an understanding of
the Father that no other human
could have.
D. Matters of God’s eternal plan
were beyond it.
E. NOTA

BY PETER WESTHOFF
A quiz on Catholic things under the
patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one
question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None
of the Above.” This week’s quiz
covers Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) Nos. 470-511.
We consider the human nature of
Jesus shortly after having returned
to the Angelus for a day from our
Easter Regina Coeli. Today’s quiz
covers catechism Nos.470-511.

1. Which is true to say about the
human nature of Jesus?
A. Christ’s human nature was absorbed into his divine nature.
B. The Son assumed a human nature without diminishing his divine
nature.
C. Christ’s human nature belongs
to a human person.
D. The human nature of Christ al-

3. What can be said of Christ’s human will?
A. It was opposed to and resisted
the divine will.
B. It was the only will he had.
C. It was not a power of his human
soul but rather of the divine person.
D. It could not be involved in actual
choices since it conformed perfectly to the Father’s will.
E. NOTA
4. What mystery does the catechism describe in this passage:
“The Holy Spirit … is sent to … the
Virgin Mary … causing her to conceive the eternal Son of the Father
in a humanity drawn from her
own.”
A. The Immaculate Conception

event, Dominican Derby. The
agency will host the race for the
best pizza with local pizza chefs
and a panel of celebrity judges at
the Palazzo Verdi event center in
Greenwood Village.
The agency, located at 2501
Gaylord St. in Denver, relies on
donations to support its work,
which Panting said amounts to
more than $4.4 million of services a year. The agency provides
nursing services on a $1.3 million budget, she said.
“As Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta clearly stated, ‘No money, no mission,’” Panting said.
“This is true for our agency, too.
DSHHA needs the financial support of the community to continue to provide nursing care for
the poor, sick aged population.”
Panting estimates that the
agency saves the government
approximately $26 million in
costs that it would need to
spend on their patients if they
lived in nursing homes.
The agency’s lay nursing staff
and workers visit homes to bring
nursing care, personal care, an
exercise program, medical
equipment loans, meals, pastoral
care and referral services. Care is

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE
“Amen, I say to you, if you have
faith and do not waver, not only
will you do what has been done
to the fig tree, but even if you
say to the mountain, ‘Be lifted
up and thrown into the sea,’ it
will be done.” (Mt 21:21)
B. The Virginal Birth
C. The Overshadowing of the Holy
Spirit
D. The Mystical Body
E. NOTA
5. What is meant by the “predestination of Mary”?
A. Mary’s will was not free because
it was predetermined by God.
B. Elizabeth would know of Mary’s
conception before her arrival.
C. Bethlehem, the city of David,
would be the location of the Nativity.
D. From all eternity God chose
Mary to be the mother of his Son.
E. NOTA
6. What does the catechism say of
this list of women: Eve, Sarah, Hannah, Deborah, Ruth, Judith and Esther?

DOMINICAN
DERBY
A celebration of the Dominican
Sisters Home Health Agency’s
90th anniversary. Local chefs
from Marco’s Coal-fired Pizzeria, Mama Louise, and more will
compete to make the best pizza. Celebrity judges will determine the winner including
Olympian Jeremy Bloom, newscaster Ron Zappolo, former
Bronco football player John
Lynch, Jeannie Ritter and more.
When: 6 p.m. May 2
Where: Palazzo Verdi, 6363
South Fiddlers Green Circle,
Greenwood Village
Attire: business casual
Cost: $90
Register: by April 29
Tickets: available for purchase
online at www.dominican
sisters.org or call 303-322-1413

given to uninsured and underinsured people with no family support, in order to help them remain healthy, safe and independent in their own homes.
A. They failed in their response to
grace where Mary succeeded.
B. Throughout the Old Covenant
they prepared the way for the mission of the Blessed Mother.
C. They each bore a son who was
miraculously conceived.
D. Each had to flee her homeland
because of persecution, just as the
Holy Family fled to Egypt.
E. NOTA
7. What century and by what pontiff was the dogma of the Immaculate Conception proclaimed?
A. The 13th by Innocent IV
B. The 16th by Gregory XIII
C. The 19th by Pius IX
D. The 20th by John XXIII
E. NOTA
8. Whose Gospel mentions brothers of Jesus, and what does this
mean?
A. Matthew: they are the adopted
children of Mary and Joseph.
B. Mark: they are close relatives of
Jesus.
C. Luke: they are disciples of the
Lord.
D. John: they are all among those
who heard and believed.
E. NOTA
9. By virtue of being at once both

Board member Dr. Leslie Reitman believes the agency plays a
crucial role in caring for the
poor.
“It actually does not require a
lot of effort to keep people in
their own homes,” he said. “And
this is a low cost way of stabilizing the health care of the community. Really, a lot of these patients only need a guiding, dependable hand.”
One of the remaining nursesisters at the agency in Denver,
Sister Regis Nuva, O.P., continues its mission of “charity in action.”
For her, the elderly are precious.
“The elderly are so very dear,”
she said. “I want them to know
that God loves them and we love
them, and that they are so very
precious.”
The agency works to carry
that love that Mother Walsh and
seven Dominican sisters started
in the Denver Archdiocese under Bishop John Tihen.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
virgin and mother, of what is Mary
the symbol and most perfect realization?
A. The Church
B. The faith
C. The sacraments
D. The Gospels
E. NOTA
10. Normally the Annunciation is
celebrated March 25, nine months
before Christmas. However, this
year March 25 fell during Holy
Week. On what day was the Annunciation celebrated?
A. The day after Easter
B. Wednesday in the octave of
Easter
C. The Monday after Divine Mercy
Sunday
D. It was suppressed and was not
celebrated.
E. NOTA
Next week’s quiz covers CCC Nos.
512-540
1. B, 2. C, 3. E - Jesus possesses two
wills, human and divine so that “the
Word made flesh willed humanly in
obedience to his Father all that he
had decided divinely with the Father and the Holy Spirit for our salvation” (CCC 475), 4. C, 5. D, 6. B,
7. C, 8. B, 9. A, 10. C

BY NISSA LAPOINT

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. James Baird, appointed pastor, St.
Patrick Parish, Minturn, and its quasiparish, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Redcliff, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a
six-year period.
Rev. Michael Bodzioch, appointed pastor, St.
Joseph Parish, Akron; St. Mary Parish,
Brush; and its quasi-parish, St. John, Stoneham, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a sixyear period.
Rev. William Breslin, granted medical retirement and appointed confessor for the Redemptoris Mater seminarians and to be in
residence at the Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary, Denver, Colo., effective June 18, 2013.

Rev. Elbert Chilson, granted a sabbatical,
effective June 18, 2013, until Jan. 1, 2014,

and on Jan. 1, 2014, appointed pastor of
St. Stephen Parish, Glenwood Springs, for
a six-year period.
Rev. James R. Fox, appointed pastor, Christ
the King Parish, Evergreen, Colo., effective
June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Timothy Gaines, appointed pastor, Our
Lady of the Pines Parish, Conifer, and its
quasi-parish, St. Elizabeth, Buffalo Creek,
Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a six-year
period.
Very Rev. James Goggins, V.F., appointed
pastor, St. Mary Parish, Greeley, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Geronimo Gonzalez, appointed pastor, St. Michael Parish, Craig; St. Ignatius
Parish, Rangely; and Holy Family Parish,

Meeker, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for
a six-year period.
Rev. Timothy Hjelstrom, appointed pastor,
St. Louis Parish, Louisville, Colo. effective
June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Martin Lally, appointed pastor, Holy
Family Parish, Denver, Colo., effective June
18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Clifford McMillan, appointed pastor, St.
Bernadette Parish, Lakewood, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Felix Medina, appointed pastor, Queen
of Peace Parish, Aurora, Colo., effective
June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. James Moreno, J.C.D., granted medical
retirement, effective June 18, 2013.

Rev. Gregg Pedersen, appointed pastor,
Our Lady of the Valley Parish, Windsor,
and St. Mary Parish, Ault, Colo., effective
June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. Christopher Renner, appointed pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Boulder,
and its quasi-parish, St. Rita, Nederland,
Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a sixyear period.
Rev. Darrell Schaffer, having reached retirement age, has been appointed as administrator, St. Jude Parish, Lakewood,
Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a twoyear period.
Msgr. Bernard Schmitz, reappointed pastor, Mother of God Parish, Denver, Colo.,
effective June 18, 2013, for a six-year period. This is in addition to his duties as

Vicar for Clergy for the Archdiocese of
Denver.
Rev. Stephen Siebert, reappointed pastor,
Our Lady of Peace Parish, Greeley, Colo., effective June 18, 2013, for a six-year period.
Rev. William Smith, C.Ss.P., appointed administrator pro tem, St. Stephen Parish,
Glenwood Springs, Colo., effective June
18, 2013, until Jan. 1, 2014.
Very Rev. James Spahn, V.F., appointed
pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Northglenn, Colo., effective June 18, 2013,
for a six-year period.
Rev. Pawel Zborowski released and granted permission to minister in the Archdiocese of Toronto, Ontario, Canada, effective
June 18, 2013.
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Immigration
From Page 1
Sicily, Italy in the early 1900s
to rural Ohio.
“They left everything they
had because they needed
what America had to offer: the
prospect of jobs, of stability, of
schools and doctors, and
enough food to feed their children,” the archbishop said.
The patterns of immigration in the past, such as that of
his ancestors, remain the
foundation of today’s immigration laws. But immigration
now is increasingly temporary
and undocumented, he said.
Of the millions of immigrants that come into the United States—including the approximately 10 million here
who are undocumented—
many are searching for work to
save and send back to their native home. Few have plans to
stay permanently. Some come
to America seeking asylum
from corrupt governments.
Archbishop Aquila drew on
the writings of Pope Pius XII,
who in 1948 wrote that natural
law urges migration be
opened to those forced out of
their homeland by revolutions, unemployment or
hunger. America should be a
steward of its natural resources to immigrants, the
pope said, if it can support a
large population.
“For the creator of the universe” the pope wrote, “made
all good things primarily for
the good of all.”
This consideration should
be tempered with an assessment of America’s own economic condition and the disparity between it and other
countries.
“If we are unable to welcome more people seeking
jobs, we shouldn’t,” he said. “If
we want to consider immigration justly, we will first consider whether our own economic
policy supports economic
growth and administrative in-

Play
From Page 3

Quin, newly elected as king
to the dismay of his friends, is
keen on making life as fun as
possible by returning to the
era of the high Renaissance,
filled with chivalry, heraldry,
robes and pomp. He amuses
himself by instituting elaborate costumes for provosts in
London.
The
appointed
neighborhood provosts relinquish to his Charter of Cities,
much to his delight, although
all are bored with his antics.
The play fast forwards to 10
years later when the provosts
plan to plow down Notting
Hill’s historic Pump Street for
a superhighway. Enter the
character Adam Wayne, who

CATHOLIC
TEACHING ON
IMMIGRATION
Scripture
The following Gospel passages may help an understanding of people who immigrate.
Matthew 2:14-15, Matthew
8:20, John 1:11 and Luke
24:13-15.
Papal teachings

“Rerum Novarum” (“On the
Condition of Labor”) by Pope
Leo XIII
“Exsul Familia” (“On the Spiritual Care of the Migrant”) by
Pope Pius XII
“Pacem in Terris” (“Peace on
Earth”) by Pope John Paul
XXIII
Pope John Paul II’s 1985 address to the New World Congress on the Pastoral Care of
Immigrants
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops
Visit: www.usccb.org/issuesand-action/human-life-anddignity/immigration
Read Archbishop Aquila’s
address
Visit: www.archden.org/
index.cfm/ID/10074 or scan
the QR code.

tegrity in other countries.”
The archbishop said that reform should include policies
encouraging other countries
to strengthen their own
economies and stamp out the
corruption and greed of experimental socialist and communist systems.
A third principle that should
be used in immigration reform is recognizing a nation’s
right to security, starting with

‘THE NAPOLEON
OF NOTTING HILL’
A St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary performance
When: 7:30 p.m. April 25, 26
and 27
Where: Refectory, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver
Cost: Admission is free, but donations will be accepted
Length: two hours with an intermission
Details: Call 303-282-3427

fights their efforts and clings
romantically to a charge that
he received as a boy to defend
Notting Hill. The young man
takes seriously the charge for

a secure border, to help stem
the tide of illegal immigration.
“If we need immigrants in
the country, or if we can support them, we ought to make
entry into the country easier
and faster,” he said.
He added that this doesn’t
negate the responsibility to
check the backgrounds of
those entering the country to
ensure they’re not criminals
or terrorists, and to enforce
immigration policies.
The archbishop’s talk echoes
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ and the bishops of
Mexico’s joint pastoral letter
“Strangers No Longer: Together
on the Journey of Hope.” They
called for global anti-poverty
efforts—including economic
aid, debt relief and trade—expanded opportunities to reunify families and a temporary
worker program.
Speaking to the audience,
the archbishop said that Jesus
Christ was an immigrant himself and therefore all people
should welcome, respect and
treat with justice those who
immigrate to the country.
“Whatever we do for the immigrants among us, we will
have done for Christ,” he said.
Reactions after the archbishop’s talk were positive,
like from Regis University
freshmen Patricia Olivas, 19,
who said her parents emigrated from Mexico.
“I like how he said people
have dignity and deserve to be
treated as people here,” she
said.
Grade school teacher Jonah
Lippert said he appreciated
the archbishop’s balanced
views on immigration, including the government’s role to
protect its borders while also
respecting human dignity.
“He asked us to witness to
that,” Lippert said, “and I liked
that a lot.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

religious pride and is dubbed
the “Napoleon” of the hill.
“He thinks Pump Street is a
great place,” McCandless said.
The king is affected by
Wayne who enlists the local
toy store owner and others in
defending
Pump
Street
against the four-pronged attack of the provosts. Some
characters battle to the death
with sword and halberd in the
London streets.
The play is free and open to
the public. Free will offerings
will be accepted and used to
pay for the costs of the play
and support the seminary.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Faithful invited to sing in tune to Vatican II

ciate minister for liturgical
and sacred music at Regis
University.

Archdiocese to hold
first music
symposium

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

BY NISSA LAPOINT

Fifty years after Vatican II,
Church musicians may wonder about the tune they’ve
been singing.
Whether following the cantor from the pews on Sunday
or playing the piano for the
choir, those interested in sacred music are invited to attend the first Sacred Music
Symposium April 20 in Denver to discuss the high and
low notes of Church music
since Vatican II’s promulgation of the Constitution of the
Sacred Liturgy.
Guest speakers will addresses the biggest questions
in church music, said John
Miller, associate director of
the Denver Archdiocese’s Office of Liturgy.
“What did we do right when
the promulgation came out in
the late ‘60s and how did we
implement it?,” Miller said.
“Did we do it well and what
have we done since?”
Parishes in the archdiocese
celebrate Mass to the sounds
of reverent chanting and joyful praise and worship music
to traditional ethnic tunes.
Their practice of sacred music
is sufficient, he said, but an
enhancement of Vatican II’s
directives could yield a more
holy experience.
“We can always improve
and we can always go back
and reread the documents
and really try to integrate that
into our music,” Miller said.
The Vatican II document
laid the blueprint for churches on how to worship and give
Mass-goers a clearer sense of

Marriage
From Page 2

questions concerning both
cases and many of the questions got to the heart of what is
at stake if same-sex marriage
becomes legal in our nation.
Take, for example, the question
that was asked by Justice Sonia
Maria Sotomayor concerning
where the redefinition of marriage would lead our country:
“Mr. Olson, the bottom line
that you’re being asked (is): If
you say that marriage is a fundamental right, what state restrictions could ever exist?
Meaning, what state restrictions with respect to the number of people? … I can accept
that the state has probably an
overbearing interest on protecting a child until they’re of
age to marry, but what’s left?”
This was just one of the many
important and poignant ques-

SACRED MUSIC
SYMPOSIUM
When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. April 20
Where: St. John Francis Regis
Chapel at Regis University,
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver
Cost: $15. A lunch is included
with pre-registrations by April 15
Details:
Visit www.archden.org/liturgy
or call 303-715-3156
Read “Sacrosanctum Concilium” (Constitution of the Sacred
Liturgy) promulgated by Pope
Paul VI in 1963
on the Holy
See’s website.
Scan the QR
code or visit
www.vatican.va

their involvement, including
guidelines on music.
“The musical tradition of
the universal Church is a
treasure of inestimable value,
greater even than that of any
other art,” the constitution
declares. “The main reason
for this pre-eminence is that,
as a combination of sacred
music and words, it forms a
necessary or integral part of
the solemn liturgy. … Sacred
Scripture, indeed, has bestowed praise upon sacred
song. So have the Fathers of
the Church and the Roman
pontiffs who in more recent
times, led by St. Pius X, have
explained more precisely the
ministerial function exercised
by sacred music in the service
of the Lord.”
In light of the Constitution of
the Sacred Liturgy, speakers
will present, participate in a
panel discussion and answer
questions. Father Jan Michael
Joncas—known for composing
“On Eagle’s Wings”—will dis-

cuss the historical side of sacred music. John Flaherty—the
music director of the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress—will discuss ethnic and
praise and worship music. Sister Joyce Ann Zimmerman,
C.P.P.S.—director of the Institution for Liturgical Ministry in
Ohio—will discuss the liturgy.
The discussion comes 50
years after the document was
released and in the wake of
the institution of the new Roman missal, which Miller said
encouraged more chanting
during Mass.
“A lot of parishes started
singing the dialogues to help
people better understand
what they’re really speaking,”
he said. “Singing is easier to
learn.”
Gregorian chant and the organ, the council stated, are
best suited for Roman liturgies and should be given a
place of honor.
“For most of our parishes,
we’ve kept that tradition of the
organ in the place of pride,”
Miller said.
Parishes also usually sing
during the priest’s entrance,
offertory, Communion and recessional, but some parishes
have cut music to enable a
shorter Mass, he said.
Sacred music practices are
crucial because it works to
make prayer pleasing, promotes unity of minds and
confers solemnity during
Mass.
The Denver Archdiocese
and Regis University partnered to sponsor the symposium, which organizers hope
will encourage improvement
and be the start of other annual music gatherings.
“I’m excited because, as this
collaboration continues beyond the Sacred Music Symposium at Regis University, we

tions asked by the justices con- survival of the family: father,
cerning this fundamental issue; mother and children. At stake
although if you merely relied on are the lives of many children
the mainstream media outlets who will be discriminated
against in advance,
you would never
and deprived of their
know these questions
human development
were asked. What the
given by a father and
court ultimately dea mother and willed
cides
concerning
by God. At stake is the
these issues is anytotal rejection of
one’s guess; the deciGod’s law engraved in
sions will likely be reour hearts. This is not
leased in June.
The issue of mar- JENNY KRASKA simply a political
struggle, but an atriage in political life
and dialogue is not going away tempt to destroy God’s plan.”
As the Supreme Court delibanytime soon; as Catholics we
must be prepared to defend erates these cases and prepares
marriage between one man to render decisions, please pray
and one woman in the public that they will protect and desquare because a great deal is fend marriage between one
at stake for future generations. man and woman.
In 2010, Argentina was faced
Jenny Kraska is executive diwith the issue of same-sex marriage and then-Cardinal Jorge rector of the Colorado Catholic
Mario Bergoglio (now Pope Conference, the state-level pubFrancis) said:
lic policy organization for the
“At stake is the identity and Catholic Church.

may all see our liturgies improving, drawing our communities together and toward
God,” said Andrew Lee, asso-
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holds its annual Spring Gala to raise
funds for the school inside the gym
at 235 S. Sherman St., Denver. The
gala will include cocktails, dinner,
silent auction and dancing. Tickets
are $40 per person or $60 per couple. Purchase tickets at the school
office or call 720-323-8023.

Archbishop’s Mass for
Special Religious Education

April 20: 6 p.m.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
St. Peregrine Healing Mass: at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 3549
Navajo St., Denver. A blessing with
a relic of St. Peregrine will follow.
Call 303-455-0447 for details.
April 13: 8 a.m.
Holy Hour: for the conversion of
priests and more religious vocations at Holy Trinity Parish's adoration chapel, 3100 W. 76th Ave.,
Westminster. Held on the third
Thursday of every month. All are invited. Call 303-427-7931 for details.
April 18: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
African Mass: and Christmas celebration at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St., Denver. Held
every third Sunday of the month.
Call 720-339-3482 for details.
April 21: 1 p.m.
Mass for Neophytes: at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver.
Those baptized and confirmed at
the Easter Vigil are invited to this
Mass. Clergy are invited to concelebrate.
April 21: 6:30 p.m.
Holy Hour: for life, marriage and religious freedom at Our Lady of
Loreto Parish, 18000 E. Arapahoe
Road, Foxfield. Includes a Scripture
meditation, petitions, song and
Benediction. Held on the fourth
Tuesday of every month. Call 303414-2255 or email smcdermott
@ourladyofloreto.org for details.
April 23: 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Holy Hour for Marriage: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver. Pray for the protection of
the sanctity of marriage. Call 303831-7010 for details.
April 27: 1:30 p.m.

ganizer for details at 720-4042534. For a list of times and parishes, visit www.pilgrimvirgin
statue.com/denver2013.pdf.
April 9-22
Hope Springs Eternal: to benefit
Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust at
the Double Tree by Hilton DTC, 7801
E. Orchard Road, Greenwood Village. Cost is $70. RSVP online at
www.seedsofhopetrust.org or call
303-715-3186.
April 12: 11 a.m.
Religious Sisters Appreciation Day:
hosted by the Denver Serra Club at
Risen Christ Parish, 3060 S. Monaco Parkway, Denver. RSVP to hilger
jrjr@msn.com. Call 303-850-7548
for details.
April 13: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tiger Gala: to benefit Holy Family
High School at the Westin Westminster, 10600 Westminster Blvd.
Themed "The Roaring Twenties,”
the gala includes dinner, auctions
and dancing. Cost is $100 per person. Visit www.holyfamilyhs.com/
gala/index.html for tickets, For
more information, call 303-410-1411
or email nicole.salter@holyfamily
hs.com.

Christ the King Denver: will host a
gala themed "Out of Africa" at the
parish's Ballard Hall, 860 Elm St.,
Denver. Wear jeans or cocktail attire to this wine tasting, auction,
music and raffle. Tickets are $40
per person or $30 for seniors. Purchase at the school or call 303-3212123.
April 20: 6:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
St. Mary Academy Englewood: will
host "A Night at the Derby" gala at
Mile High Station, 2027 W. Lower
Colfax Ave., Denver. Wear Derby attire at the gala that includes auctions, testimonials, games and
cocktails. Cost is $150 per person
or $300 per couple. Purchase at
www.smanet.org. Call 303-7628300 for details.
April 26: 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena: will hold its
annual Bella Notte dinner and auction at the Regis University Field
House, 3333 Regis Blvd., Denver.
Tickets are $65 per person or $120
per couple. Purchase tickets at the
school or parish or visit www.saint
catherine.us. Call 303-477-8035 for
details.
April 27: 5 p.m.

Catholic Speed Dating: see listing in
the Classifieds section.
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue
of Our Lady of Fatima: to visit
parishes in the Denver Archdiocese.
Liturgies, Marian devotions, Mass,
talks by the statue's custodian and
other services will be at each
church. Call the parish or local or-

Spring Forward Seminar: at Most
Precious Blood Church, 2250 S.
Harrison St., Denver. Betsy Cox will
talk about shaping the vision of the
elder you hope to become. Cost is
$15 at door. RSVP by calling 303756-3083 or email macrina@
mpbdenver.org.
April 16: 10 a.m.-noon

April 13: 5 p.m.-midnight
Renovation Fundraising Dinner: to
aid funding of repairs at St. Anne
Parish in Grand Lake. Mass and
spaghetti dinner at Our Lady of the
Snow Parish, 300 N. 11th St., Granby. Cost is $10 for adults; $8 for
children. Donations accepted. Call
970-887-0032 for details.
April 13: 6:30 p.m.
Annunciation Alumni Event: called
"Come Home, Cardinals" at the
school, 3536 Lafayette St., Denver.
Alumni invited to open house and
reception with appetizers. No cost.
Call 303-295-2515 for details.
April 20: noon-2 p.m.

St. Louis Louisville: will have its annual Angel Auction at A Spice of
Life Event Center, 5706 Arapahoe
Ave., Boulder. This year's Hawaiian
themed event includes dinner, auction, raffle and dancing. Tickets are
$50 per person before April 19.
Contact 303-717-9981 or
aebs@comcast.net.
April 27: 5 p.m.-midnight
St Therese Aurora: will host an annual Alumni and Friends Dinner in
the school cafeteria, 1200 Kenton
St., Aurora. Includes a catered meal
and entertainment by the Aurora
Singers. A $30 donation suggested.
RSVP by April 19 to 303-364-7494
or email tsaint4@aol.com.
April 28: 5:30 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
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The 40th annual Archbishop’s Mass for Special Religious Education will be held at 2:30 p.m. April 21 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. in
downtown Denver. Archbishop Aquila will be the main celebrant. The theme of the liturgy, which is organized by Special
Religious Education, is “Mass Around the World.” A reception
will be held after Mass in the lower level of the Cathedral
Basilica (Logan Street entrance). All are welcome. Above:
Students process during the 2011 Archbishop’s Mass for Special Religious Education.

Presentation of Our Lady: will host
"A Taste of Italy" to support the
school inside its gym at 660 Julian
St., Denver. Includes wine tasting, a
catered dinner, auction and raffle
(grand prize is $10,000). A raffle
ticket with two dinners is $125; a
single ticket is $35 and a couple's
ticket is $60. Purchase tickets at
www.presentationdenver.org or by
calling 303-534-4882.
April 20: 5:30 p.m.-11 p.m.
St. Francis de Sales Denver: will

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Men's Discernment Retreat: for
men ages 18 and up interested in
learning about the priesthood at St.
John Vianney Theological Seminary,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. No cost.
Includes lunch. Register online or
visit www.priest4christ.com for details.
April 14: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Organ Concert: at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver. Joyce
Kull will perform. No cost or RSVP
necessary. Donations accepted. Call
970-213-9257 or email kmaclean@
denvercathedral.org for details.
April 19: 7 p.m.
Rachel's Vineyard Retreat: in Denver. Attend to address wounds from
the resulting psychological or spiritual pain of abortion. Call 303-9047414 to register by April 13. For details, visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.

suggested. RSVP to 303-287-5397.
April 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sacred Music Symposium: in the St.
John Francis Regis Chapel at Regis
University, 3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. National speakers will discuss
50 years since Vatican II's Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy. Cost is
$15. A lunch is included with preregistrations by April 15. For more
information, visit www.archden.org
/liturgy or call 303-715-3156.
April 20: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Women's Journey Retreat: themed
"New Life in Christ" at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel, 2886 S. Circle Drive,
Colorado Springs. Led by Father
John Lager and Msgr. Ken Leone.
Call for pricing. RSVP by April 15 at
303-280-2305 or womensjour
ney@outlook.com.
April 26-28

April 19-21
Vocations Discernment Day: on
consecrated life and marriage in
room 107 at the John Paul II Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Three
conferences on discerning led by
women. No cost. Day begins with
Mass and confession. RSVP by April
19. Call 303-715-3144.

Life in the Spirit Seminar: at Our
Lady of Loreto Parish, 18000 E.
Arapahoe Road, Foxfield. Discover
God's love, deepen your faith and
experience the Holy Spirit's power.
Cost is $20 per person. Call 303699-8927 or email
bob.rouelle@gmail.com.
April 27: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
April 28: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

April 20: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Day of Recollection: hosted by the
St. Joseph Lay Carmelites at Holy
Family Parish Center, 4377 Utica
St., Denver. Anthony Lilles will
speak on contemplative prayer.
Lunch provided. A $10 donation

TRAVEL
For pilgrimages and other travel
opportunities, look in the Classifieds section.
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