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Little Sisters have day in court
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MOTHER Loraine Marie Maguire, l.s.p., right, walks into the Byron White courthouse in downtown Denver with other Little Sisters of
the Poor moments before the order’s attorneys presented oral arguments to a federal appeals court. Mother Maguire commented
publically for the first time following more than a year of court battles against the HHS mandate, a part of the Affordable Care Act.

Nuns say they
should not have
to choose
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Before a looming federal
courthouse building in downtown Denver, the provincial superior of the Little Sisters of the
Poor said in a press conference
earlier this week that the order of

nuns is not seeking “special privileges” in its lawsuit against the
HHS mandate—the nuns only
wish to continue to serve the elderly and dying.
Mother Loraine Marie Maguire, l.s.p., gave public comments
Dec. 8 following the Little Sisters’
oral arguments before the 10th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
contending the federal contraceptive mandate is a violation of
religious freedom as guaranteed
in the First Amendment and

ANSWERING THE CALL

Religious Freedom Restoration
Act.
“But now the government demands we choose between our
care for the elderly poor and
our faith,” Mother Maguire said
during the conference. “We cannot do that and we should not
have to. It is a choice that violates
our nation’s historic commitment to ensure that people from
diverse faiths can freely follow
God’s calling in their lives.”
Attorneys from The Becket

Fund for Religious Freedom presented the nuns’ case in a lawsuit challenging the mandate, a
part of the Affordable Care Act
also known as Obamacare. The
nuns argue the government is
forcing them to act against their
religious beliefs because of its
requirement to provide free contraceptives and abortion-inducing drugs to employees, or pay
steep fines.

See Sisters, Page 5
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ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

SAMUEL J. AQUILA

How Catholic feasts
are different

The Church has just celebrated the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of Guadalupe’s feast day is
on Dec. 12, and we are quickly approaching Christmas. The
liturgical year is filled with celebrations, but do we really
understand how Catholic feasts are more than religious
parties?
It is easy to treat Christmas or other liturgical feasts as
only a celebration of Mass, food, family and gifts, so this
week I am going to discuss the Catholic understanding of
celebrating feast days. I hope that all who read this column
will become more engaged in Advent and usher in Christmas with a deeper joy.
The word “holiday” comes from the Old English expression halig doeg, which means “holy day.” But over the years
it has come to mean anything from taking a vacation to
having a day off work.
The Christian and Jewish understanding of holiday has
a deeper meaning and history. It comes from the very first
one, which God established when he rested on the seventh
day of creation and “hallowed” it, meaning, he set it aside
for spiritual purposes. Following God the Father’s example,
this is what we do when we celebrate the feast days of saints
and events in the life of Christ.
In the life of the Church, there are three important
dimensions to our celebrations that I want to share with
you to deepen your joy and your experience, especially at
Christmas and Easter.
The first aspect has to do with the message of a feast. You
might think of feasts as events that punctuate the calendar
year and are filled with food and friends, but faith sees them
differently. Before he became Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger wrote about this in his book, “Seeking the
Face of God.” Feasts, he said, are an “expression of God’s
inexhaustible love, of which we are made aware by an act
of memory.” In other words, when we celebrate a feast, we
recall the event that tells us of God’s love and immerse ourselves in it as a community or family. We remember God’s
miraculous work, connect ourselves to it, and experience
the effects of that grace together.
A second quality of feasts is that they recalibrate our perception of what matters by drawing us out of our everyday
existence. When we celebrate holy days, we recall the past
events, words and miracles of God, but we also turn our
hearts and minds to our future. Doing this reminds us that
God loves us, and points us to our ultimate goal in life—living in intimate communion with him forever in heaven.
In his book “Dogma and Preaching,” Cardinal Ratzinger
expressed this dimension of feasts beautifully. He wrote, “It
means that for the moment he is freed from the stern logic
of the struggle for existence and looks beyond his own narrow world to the totality of things. It means that he allows
himself to be comforted, allows his conscience to be moved
by the love he finds in the God who has become a child, and
that in doing so he becomes freer, richer, purer. If we were
to try celebrating in this fashion, would not a sigh of relief
pass across the world?”
Finally, feast days should be moments of genuine joy.
When we celebrate the Immaculate Conception of Mary,
the birth of Jesus, Christ’s death and Resurrection or the life
of a saint, we are filled with joy because we know through
faith that we have been freed from sin and death. All of
these moments that we observe throughout the year point
to the same fundamental truth: God has freed us from sin
and death through his son, Jesus. He has liberated St. Joseph, Mary, St. Francis, St. Frances Cabrini, St. John Paul II,
countless unnamed saints, and you and me!
As you prepare for Christmas this Advent, keep in mind
the three dimensions of feasts. They are an experience of
God’s unfailing love for us, a moment of reorientation to
what matters in life, and a time of profound joy.

See Aquila, Page 10

Registrations under way for ﬁrst
TeleForum with archbishop
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

As Catholics across northern
Colorado register for the first
ever TeleForum with Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila of Denver,
many have sent in questions
wondering what to expect from
the live, interactive phone call.
To answer these questions, the
Denver Catholic Register spoke
with Karna Swanson, executive
director of communications
for the Archdiocese of Denver.
Read below for answers on why
the archdiocese is launching the
TeleForum, and why it is a perPHOTO BY JASON TAYLOR/ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
fect way for families to prepare
ALL
CATHOLICS
are invitfor Christmas.
ed to participate in a live
interactive phone call with
Q: What is a TeleForum?
A: Think of a town hall, but in- Archbishop Samuel Aquila 7
stead of having to get into your p.m. Dec. 21. During the call,
car and drive across town, you Archbishop Aquila will deliver
can participate wherever you a Christmas message, and
happen to be on Sunday (Dec. each participant will have the
21) at 7 p.m. All you need to do is opportunity to ask a question
answer your phone, and you and and leave a recorded mesyour family will be participating sage that will be transcribed
in the event in real-time with the and sent to the archbishop.
archbishop and thousands of
other Catholics around northern and what kind of questions can
I ask?
Colorado.
A: Any Catholic that wants an
During the TeleForum each
participant will have the oppor- opportunity to talk directly with
tunity to ask a question, just as the archbishop, ask questions
you would in a town hall meet- about the Church, and wants
ing. In the TeleForum, howev- to ensure that his or her voice is
er, everyone will also be able to heard should participate.
With regard to the questions,
leave a recorded message that
will be transcribed and sent to we would like everyone to feel
the archbishop. There will also free to ask anything that is on your
be opportunities to participate mind and heart. But in particular,
it would be amazing to receive
in short polls and surveys.
honest and open questions about
Q: Why is the archdiocese key obstacles one encounters in
living a Christian life, for example:
launching the TeleForum?
A: The archbishop is launch- Is confession hard for you? Why?
ing the TeleForum because he What can we do to help?
Another fantastic element of
wants to hear directly from the
Catholics of northern Colorado! the TeleForum is the ability to
This, and future phone events, take part in short polls and surwill open up a new line of com- veys during the event. This is a
munication between the arch- way to give instant feedback on
bishop and parishioners that will how the event is going, on which
enable both to ask and answer topics are most interesting and
questions about the Church. The what themes should be considTeleForum is used extensively ered for a future event.
by politicians to keeps constituQ: Will there be a format for
ents informed and engaged; the
archbishop wants to reach out to the event? How long will it last?
A: The event should last beCatholics in the same way.
tween 45 minutes and an hour.
Q: Who should participate, It will begin with an introduction

TELEFORUM WITH
ARCHBISHOP
AQUILA
The TeleForum titled “Enter
the Mystery” will take place
7 p.m. Dec. 21. Register for
free at www.archden.org to be
called by the archbishop and
have the chance to have your
questions answered live.

by the moderator, who will explain the event and how to ask
a question. The archbishop will
then share a short Christmas
message, and then he will take
questions from the audience.
Throughout the event, the
moderator will take short polls
and surveys.
Once the event ends, participants can stay on the line to
leave a voicemail, which can be
questions that weren’t answered,
requests for more information or
comments on the event. Also, the
entire event will be posted online.
Q: Why at Christmas? Aren’t
we busy enough?
A: It’s true, we are all very busy
this time of year, which is exactly why the archbishop chose
the Sunday before Christmas to
launch the TeleForum. There are
so many distractions pulling for
our attention as we draw closer to
the celebration of Christ’s birth,
and it’s right at that moment that
we all need a gentle reminder
about what exactly we are going to celebrate a few days later.
That’s also why we titled the event
“Enter the Mystery.” This will be
an opportunity for all of us to get
on the phone together with our
archbishop, take a break from the
hectic pace of the holiday season,
and remember that Christmas is
about celebrating the most unfathomable of mysteries.
Q: How do I participate?
A: To participate in the TeleForum, all you need to do is register
your phone number for free at
www.archden.org. Be ready a few
minutes before 7 p.m. on Dec. 21,
and the archbishop will give you
a call. Put the phone on speaker,
and participate as a family!
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Picturing the scene of Jesus’ arrival Birth of the
Christmas traditions: Remembering the reason for the season

BY NISSA LAPOINT

Memories of decorating the
manger scene as young children
are now reminders of the importance of preparing for Christ’s
birth, say some local faithful.
Father
Luis
Granados,
D.C.J.M., parochial vicar at St.
Mary Church in Littleton, remembers singing Advent songs,
lighting candles and decorating
a Nativity Scene as a young boy
with his seven siblings and parents in Madrid.
“The house was completely decorated,” he shared about
his family home. “In Spain, all
the houses had a Nativity Scene
with water, sand and rocks. The
one with a Joseph, Mary and animals was in the dining room, in
the most important place. This is
where we put the crib. The crib
was empty because Jesus was
not born.”
His mother would hide the baby Jesus figurine until Christmas.
Before then, he and his siblings
would add straw to the Nativity
Scene and crib throughout the
liturgical season of Advent.
“The idea was we wanted to
prepare the crib for baby Jesus so
he could be warm and not on the
stone that was cold and hard,” he
explained. “During the day we
would make more sacrifices of
charity, patience and not complaining. Then we would be able

MIDNIGHT MASS
LIVESTREAM
The Office of Communications
will broadcast the midnight
Mass with Archbishop Samuel Aquila starting 11:45 p.m.
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, from
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. Visit
www.archden.org/livestream to
watch the Mass online.

to take a little piece of straw and
put it in the crib.”
Moving the straw became
symbolic for preparing their
hearts for Christmas.
“The idea is the straw is our
heart being prepared to welcome Jesus. We are preparing the
home and we are preparing our
hearts to receive him,” Father
Granados said. “They are images
I keep in my heart. When Advent
comes, I remember this.”
Catholic families adopted
the practice of setting a Nativity Scene in the home after St.
Francis of Assisi first started the
tradition in the 13th century. The
scene spread throughout Italy
and later into Europe and the
Americas. Christians today use
the mangers as a reminder of the
reason for celebrating Christmas, the moment when Christ
became man to enter the world

SEMINARIANS are constructing a Nativity Scene at the
Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary
to share Christ’s birth and the Biblical events
that occurred at the time.

and save sinners.
Daniel Silva, a 20-year-old
seminarian from Chile, continues his family’s tradition of decorating a manager at Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary
Seminary.
“It’s a gift of God to make the
representation of the important
event that happened in our history,” he said.
The Nativity Scene he and fellow seminarians Manuel Alarcon, 20, Hernaldo Arrieta Rojas,
21, are creating is more than the
manger scene. They use figurines, sand, materials for landscaping, clothes and structure to
depict Biblical stories surrounding the Nativity.
One area shows an angel declaring to shepherds the child’s
birth. Another shows the wise
men traveling to adore the Christ
child, Herod and his command
to kill boys, and Joseph and Mary
fleeing into Egypt.
“It’s a spiritual help for me because I can come out of myself
and give my talent for evangelization,” Alarcon said. “And it’s a
way of catechizing children.”
He said children will view the
Nativity Scene and ask questions,
giving him a chance to share the
Christmas story with them.
As a child, his own family in
Chile did not decorate their home
with a Christmas tree. Instead
they spent time decorating a Nativity Scene, which he said is a reminder of Christ’s humble act of
becoming a little
child.
“In the end,
it’s beautiful,”
he said.

Nativity Scene

PHOTO BY RAÚL HERNÁNDEZ GONZÁLEZ/FLICKR

BY NISSA LAPOINT

The first-recorded depiction
of the Nativity Scene is credited to St. Francis of Assisi in
the 13th century. A historical
account given by St. Bonaventure describes the Franciscan
monk, who created a manger with hay and animals inside a cave in an Italian village. Villagers were invited to
gaze upon the scene while he
preached about the “babe of
Bethlehem.”
“It happened in the third
year before his death, that in
order to excite the inhabitants
of Grecio to commemorate
the nativity of the Infant Jesus with great devotion, [St.
Francis] determined to keep it
with all possible solemnity …”
St. Bonaventure wrote. “Then
he prepared a manger, and
brought hay, and an ox and an
ass to the place appointed. The
brethren were summoned, the
people ran together, the forest
resounded with their voices,
and that venerable night was
made glorious by many and
brilliant lights and sonorous
psalms of praise.”
According to the same account, Pope Honorious III gave

the monk permission to use
the scene to tell others about
the Nativity story.
The tradition spread among
Christian households across the
world. In the 1500s, static Nativity sets appeared in churches
and in the homes of wealthier
families. Different materials
were also used like wood or wax
to create the figurines to depict
the manger, shepherds, animals
and Mary and Joseph.
European and South American homes adopted the tradition of creating entire scenes
depicting the wise men, the
announcement of Christ’s
birth by an angel in addition to
Mary and Joseph gazing on the
baby Jesus lying in a manger.
Some European homes, especially in Germany, displayed
all parts of the Nativity Scene
except the baby Jesus, who was
not displayed until Christmas
Eve.
By the 19th century, many
Protestant churches also accepted the Nativity Scene tradition and its popularity further spread.
Today, some of the most
popular Nativity Scenes are
found at the Vatican, the White
House and in Bethlehem.

PROVIDED BY REDEMPTORIS MATER SEMINARY

LIVE
LIVE and
and INTERACTIVE
INTERACTIVE

Phone Call
Participants will be able to ask
questions or record a voice message
for the archbishop!

SUN.

with
with Archbishop
Archbishop Aquila
Aquila

12/21 at 7pm

“Enter the Mystery”: A conversation
on Christmas and the Church’s mission

Sign up at
archden.org
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MARRIAGE MISSIONARIES
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Kowtowing to Moscow =
bad ecumenism
In his tireless work for Christian unity, St. John Paul II often
expressed the hope that Christianity in its third millennium
might “breathe again” with its “two lungs:” West and East, Latin
and Byzantine. It was a noble aspiration. And when he first
visited Orthodoxy’s ecumenical patriarchate of Constantinople in 1979, perhaps the successor of Peter imagined that his
heartfelt desire to concelebrate the Eucharist with the successor
of Andrew would be realized in his lifetime.
It wasn’t to be, but not for lack of trying on John Paul’s part.
Contentions within Orthodoxy; Russian Orthodox resentments
(and worse) over John Paul II’s pivotal role in the Revolution
of 1989; and a deeply engrained sense among some Orthodox
Christians that not-being-in-full-communion-with-the-bishopof-Rome is a defining element in Orthodox identity—all these
conspired to frustrate John Paul’s desire that the East/West
fracture formalized at the beginning of the second millennium
(in 1054), could be healed by the Great Jubilee of 2000, so that
Rome and Constantinople might undertake the new evangelization in the third millennium, together.
Those frustrations have been compounded in the post-John
Paul II era by the increasingly aggressive actions of the Russian Orthodox patriarchate of Moscow, within the Orthodox
community of churches and on the global stage. Not to put too
fine a point on it, Moscow, which has long imagined itself the
“Third Rome,” seems less interested in unity within the family
of Orthodoxy, and between East and West, than with asserting
itself over-against the “Second Rome,” Constantinople, and with
supporting Russian foreign policy. Those obstacles to a Church
“breathing again with both its lungs” are not going to be resolved
by kowtowing to the patriarchate of Moscow and tacitly accepting its dubious “narrative” about the history of Christianity
among the eastern Slavs: a distortion that, by privileging Moscow
and subordinating Kyiv, buttresses the revanchist aggression of
Vladimir Putin’s Russia—not coincidentally, one assumes.
Herewith, then, what seems a self-evident ecumenical axiom:
For so long as the leaders of Russian Orthodoxy aspire to hegemony within Orthodoxy, claim to be the sole legitimate heirs
of the baptism of Rus’ in 988, and act as agents of Russian state
power in world politics, for just that long will Russian Orthodoxy
be a serious obstacle to a more unified Orthodox world and to
reconciliation and full communion between Catholicism and
Orthodoxy.
Yet what seems so clear to others is, somehow, not self-evident
in the halls of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity. In a recent interview with Vatican Radio, the pontifical
council’s president, Cardinal Kurt Koch, said that “the changes in
1989 (that is, the collapse of communism in central and eastern Europe) were not advantageous for ecumenical relations”
because “the Eastern Catholic churches banned by Stalin reemerged” from underground—and that made life difficult for Roman ecumenists, given Russian Orthodox phobias about “Uniate
churches” like the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Byzantine in
liturgy and polity but in full communion with Rome.
What is going on here? No local Church in modern times
suffered more for its fidelity to Rome than the Greek Catholic
Church in Ukraine—the world’s largest underground religious community between 1946 and 1989. Was Cardinal Koch
suggesting that it would have been better for “ecumenical
relations” if the communist crack-up in 1989 hadn’t occurred
and if the Soviet Union had remained intact? It’s bad enough to
be subjected to ex-KGB officer Vladimir Putin’s laments about
the Soviet crack-up being the greatest geopolitical disaster of
the 20th century; it’s even worse when the Catholic Church’s
top ecumenical officer expresses what seem, at first blush, to be
ominously parallel sentiments.
Now I don’t really think that Cardinal Koch wishes the Berlin
Wall, or the Soviet Union, back. But his unfortunate formulation, which reflected certain institutionalized notions in the
Roman Curia, confirmed that the Vatican’s ecumenical default
positions badly need re-setting. And that re-set must begin with
a clear-eyed view of recent Russian Orthodox prevarications
and aggressions. Nothing will be gained, ecumenically speaking, from further kowtowing to the self-styled “Third Rome.”

‘Silent Night’: more than a
carol at our house
BY MATT AND MINDY DALTON

As our evening as a family
comes to a close, look at all of
the technology that distracts us
from just “being” together as a
family. Mindy is searching for a
pair of boots online, while Matt
is on the other laptop replying
to a few more emails. The kids
have finished their homework,
and Levi, the youngest, is playing
Kinect Sports (because this is at
least keeping him active, is our
excuse) and the older kids are
listening to their favorite country
music songs on the iPad.
The noise and faces glued to
screens brings this realization:
we need to quit all technology by
a certain time of night and just be
together. Mindy asks everyone to
turn off the technology, gather in
the living room and “just talk.”
Puzzled looks on their faces,
some rolling of the eyes. Levi,
the youngest, swings a light saber, imitating the sounds it used
to make before the batteries
stopped working. How about
one minute of silence? That
doesn’t sound like too long, but
with a 4-year-old still wound up,
a minute seems like 10!
A sense of peace starts to permeate our living room and all
of us together quiet down. Levi
settles in Mindy’s lap and makes
the sign of the cross to begin our
prayer time together.

Do we take the time to encounter one another?
Advent is upon us, and most
children have a Christmas wish
list that more than likely includes
technology. Technology in and of
itself is not bad, but it’s become
such a norm for our children and
us adults, that we can’t detach
ourselves from it. Constantly
connected to our job, picking up
our phone to Google the latest
score of the football game, looking up the name of an actress
that comes up during our dinner discussion, or checking our
friends’ latest tweets distracts us
from encountering one another.
We think we are free. Rather, we
are imprisoned by our technology, and we are unable to say no to
it, to put it down and turn it off.
Free to do what? Free to love as
God has called us to love. Truly
encountering another person is
giving others our full attention;
not just simply hearing the other,
but listening to them with intention. Being genuinely interested
in who they are, where they are
coming from and what is going
on in their life.
May we encounter one

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE

another as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Our Lord.
That is the ultimate encounter,
where the King of the Universe,
the Creator of All, comes in the
form of a precious innocent
baby and longs for us to pay attention to him above any and all
other things. Our challenge to all
families, including our own, is to
put down the technology; collect it prior to dinner and have
the kids turn in their phones by
8 p.m. each night. Join us in turning it completely off from the
last Sunday of Advent through
Dec. 27. Day one and two may
B
be difficult, but I’m guessing that
an overwhelming sense of peace
and unity will come about by just
d
simply being together as a family.
o
We have been made a promise
i
by Jesus Christ that wherever two
4
or three are gathered in his name
d
there he is, God in our mist. In
o
the still, quiet and uninterruptc
ed silence of our family, may we
find peace listening for the voice
p
of that little babe in the manger.
e
t
Matt and Mindy Dalton, the
u
Denver Catholic Register’s mara
riage columnists, have been involved with marriage ministry for
a
10-plus years. Married 23 years,
t
the couple has seven children.
o
They can be reached at matt@
s
marriagemissionaries.org, 303t
578-8287 or at www.marriage
missionaries.org.
i
e
fi

Dec. 14: Mass and procession, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Denver (11:30 a.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following appointments are confirmed by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila:
Very Rev. Michael Carvill, V.F., has been appointed administrator pro tempore of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish, Boulder, effective immediately, ad nutum archiepiscopi. This is in addition to his duties as pastor at
Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Broomfield.
Father Samuel Morehead has been appointed administrator pro tempore, St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnstown and St. Nicholas, Platteville effective Jan. 7, 2015, ad nutum archiepiscopi.
Father Emilio Franchomme has been appointed prefect of studies for Redemptoris Mater Seminary of Denver,
according to art. 18 § 4 of the statutes of the Neocatechumenal Way, effective Jan. 12, 2015, ad nutum archiepiscopi. He will be in residence at Redemptoris Mater Seminary.
Father Mark Kovacik has been appointed spiritual director for Redemptoris Mater Seminary of Denver,
according to art. 18 § 4 of the statutes of the Neocatechumenal Way, effective Jan. 12, 2015, ad nutum archiepiscopi. This will be in addition to his duties as pastor of St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Denver, where he will
remain in residence.
The following assignments by Very Rev. Harry A. Grile, C.Ss.R., provincial superior, Redemptorists Denver
Province are confirmed by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila:
Father John Fahey-Guerra, C.Ss.R., granted presbyteral faculites, effective Jan. 1, 2015, until his ministry
in the archdiocese is completed. By means of the recent Redemptorist electoral process, during this time
he will serve as the second consultor of the Redemptorists Denver Province and will reside at the provincial
residence in Denver.
Father Stephen Rehauer, C.Ss.R., granted presbyteral faculties, effective Jan. 1, 2015, until his ministry in
the archdiocese is completed. By means of the recent Redemptorist electoral process, during this time he
will serve as the provincial superior of the Redemptorists Denver Province and will reside at the provincial
residence in Denver.
Father Mathew Kessler, C.Ss.R., granted presbyteral faculties, effective Jan. 1, 2015, until his ministry in the
archdiocese is completed. By means of the recent Redemptorist electoral process, during this time he will serve
as provincial vicar of the Redemptorists Denver Province and will reside at the provincial residence in Denver.
The following assignment by Father Christopher Popravak, O.F.M. Cap., provincial minister, Capuchin Franciscans, Province of Mid-America, is confirmed by Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila:
Father Job Arakkaparambil Varghese, O.F.M. Cap., granted presbyteral faculties, effective immediately until his
ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at San Antonio Friary, Denver.

t
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Planned Parenthood exposed
at UNC

BY RACHEL LOGAN

As University of Northern Colorado students prepared for final exams, members
of the Students for Life Club took a break
in their studies and braved the cold Dec.
4 to host the Planned Parenthood Project
display from the national Students for Life
of America organization on the Greeley
campus.
Using Planned Parenthood’s annual reports and testimony from former employees, the presentation, delivered outside
the student center from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
uncovered the organization’s bias towards
abortion.
“Planned Parenthood is the largest
abortion vendor and college students are
the most targeted,” explained regional coordinator Lisa Atkins, who came to offer
support for club members. “The goal of
the presentation is to educate students.”
According to Students for Life of America’s research, 79 percent of Planned Parenthood facilities are located within a
five-mile radius of a college campus.
Club members were trained on how to
talk openly and kindly with people, as well

Sisters
From Page 1

“The government forces us to either
violate our conscience or take millions
of dollars that we raise by begging for the
care of the elderly poor and instead pay
fines to the IRS,” Mother Maguire said.
Churches are exempt from the mandate, but charitable organizations like
the Little Sisters are not. Mother Maguire
said the Little Sisters are seeking the same
exemption.
“The government exempts huge corporations, small businesses, and other
religious ministries from what they are
imposing on us—we are simply asking to
carry on our mission to serve the elderly poor as we have always done for 175
years,” she said.
The Little Sisters operate 28 nursing
homes for the elderly poor across the U.S.
The order makes up one of 126 nonprofit
plaintiffs who have filed suit against the
mandate.
Mother Patricia Mary Metzgar, l.s.p.,
who oversees the Little Sisters’ Mullen
Home for the Aged in Denver, was also at
the hearing, along with other nuns from
the order.
After filing an appeal in February in

STUDENTS
for Life president Stanci
Snow stands
in front of
the group’s
Planned Parenthood Project display
Dec. 4 on the
University of
Northern Colorado campus
in Greeley.

PHOTO PROVIDED

as how to handle protestors.
“This topic is very upsetting to a lot of
students,” Students for Life president
Stanci Snow expressed. “Today we are
hoping to start conversations.”
A lifelong Catholic, Snow was deeply
impacted by a campus pro-life event her
freshman year and decided to change
majors from theatre to political science to
promote pro-life politics. Now, along with
club vice president, Daspri Whitaker, both
are passionate about providing their peers
with resources such as referrals to pro-life
pregnancy centers.
“You can’t expect abortion to stop without good reasonable resources,” Snow said.
Melissa Timmermeyer, senior, reacted
to the display.
“Everyone knows that you can get free
birth control or abortions at the Planned
Parenthood in Greeley or Fort Collins,”
she said. “I am happy that Students for
Life exposed the truth in a factual and logical way. Our generation is going to put an
end to abortion, and this is another step in
that journey we’re taking.”
For more information, visit http://stu
dentsforlife.org/plannedparenthood.
Denver federal court, the nuns were
granted a temporary injunction, which
shields them from the mandate and its
fines. If the sisters do not win the appeal,
they would be fined $6,700 a day and
nearly $2.5 million a year, which is a third
of its $6 million budget.
The Little Sisters of Denver employ
about 67 full-time employees. If they do
win the appeal, their case could be heard
by the U.S. Supreme Court.
The Becket Fund’s Mark Rienzi, lead
attorney for the Little Sisters, called the
government’s mandate on the nuns
“ridiculous.”
“A year after losing at the Supreme
Court, the government’s aggressive pursuit of the Little Sisters of the Poor continues,” Rienzi said at the conference.
“Untold millions of people have managed
to get contraceptives without the involvement of nuns. The idea that the most
powerful government in the world cannot
come up with a way to distribute these
products without forcing the Little Sisters
to participate is ridiculous.”
Mother Maguire said the Little Sisters
said they are grateful the appeals court
heard its case and “prayerfully await the
judges’ decision.”
For more information about the Becket
Fund and the Little Sisters case, visit www.
becketfund.org/hhsinformationcentral.

Donor-Advised Account
FIND THE KEY TO A GENEROUS LIFE WHEN YOU …
GIVE IT A WAY.
Personally – Experience the joy of giving and provide a
lasting tribute to your faith and family
Financially – Achieve peace of mind that your treasure is
managed to reflect your values.
Spiritually – Strengthen our parishes and our Catholic
community through your charitable giving.
The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado is here
to help you understand the advantages of opening a
Donor-Advised Account.
As Catholic faithful, we believe our earthly treasure is a
gift from God, and we can give it a way to serve the
greater good.

Be generous, ready to share, thus accumulating as
treasure a good foundation for the future, so as to
win the life that is true life.
1 TIMOTHY 6:18-19
By creating a Donor-Advised Account, you can …

Give it a way.

303.468.9885 | 866.437.1842 | www.TheCatholicFoundation.com

Giving for the Kingdom of God®
Our planning services are offered as a courtesy to our donors.
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Weigel speaks on the power of Catholic
schools for inner-city communities
THEOLOGIAN and author George Weigel
addresses a crowd of 400-plus at a Nov. 22
gala for Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust, an
organization dedicated to increasing the
accessibility of Catholic education to economically disadvantaged students. The event, at
Denver Marriott City Center, raised more than
$380,000. Remarks from Weigel, who writes
“The Catholic Difference” column syndicated by the Denver Catholic Register, can be
viewed in a video online at www.seedsofhope
denver.org/events.

Cancer patient’s wish to
become a priest coming true
FIRST-YEAR
seminarian
Peter Srsich,
whose formation was
delayed as
he recovered
from treatment for a
form of blood
cancer, enjoys
lunch with his
classmates at
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary
Dec. 3.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Quality of Life, Independent
Living, and Peace of Mind

PHOTO BY JULIE FILBY/DCR

How his suffering could
impact his priesthood

From Colorado’s Home Care Leader
• Bathing, Dressing,
Personal Hygiene Assistance
• Ambulation & Transferring
Assistance
• Specialized Care for Alzheimer’s
& Dementia, Brain Injuries,
Neurological Disorders
• Disability & Hospice Support

• Caring Companionship
• Errands & Transportation
• Meal Preparation &
Nutrition Management
• Medication Reminders
• Housekeeping Services
• 1-hour up to 24-hour Care
including Respite

BY JULIE FILBY

Let us ease your mind with a complimentary
in-home assessment. Call today to learn more.

303-452-6500 303-452-6500
Metro Denver

seniorhelpers.com/Denver

970-667-6400

Boulder County

Northern Colorado

seniorhelpers.com/Boulder

seniorhelpers.com/NoCo

Visit us on facebook (keyword: Senior Helpers) or at www.youtube.com/SeniorHelpersNat
Licensed, bonded, and insured. All rights reserved. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated. ©2014 SH Franchising, LLC.

CHRISTMAS GIFT
IDEAS FROM GERKEN’S
Sterling medal with chain
S 1825/20

Indoor and Outdoor
Nativity Sets

$41.75

Resin & Stone
Mix
8 piece set.
White,
27.5’’ high.

Large Selection!
Pendants, Rosaries,
Crucifixes
Sterling • Gold
Filled • 14KT

$895.00

Holy
Family

9.5” high
#40732

$69.00

$10.00
Off
Any Purchase
Totaling $50 Or More
Expires 12-25-14

Family Bible

Christmas Wafers! $2.00 Package of Four

1175 North Santa Fe Drive
Fine Art Edition

$49.00

(303) 534-8233

Store Hours:
M-Fri: 9 to 5:30 pm
Sat: 9 to 4:00 pm

While seminary rector Father Scott
Traynor has described every man studying for the priesthood as a “mini miracle,” it may be particularly true of Peter
Srsich. A little more than three years ago,
Srsich, 20, began a fight for his life when
he was diagnosed with cancer. Today he
reports that he is healthy, happy and in
his first year of priestly formation.
“If Peter had his way, he would have
entered seminary earlier, but God had
a different plan,” Archbishop Samuel
Aquila wrote in a recent column (“If you
listen, God is calling,” Nov. 12 Denver
Catholic Register).
When finishing his junior year at Mullen High School in May 2011, Srsich
didn’t think much of it when he developed a cough. However, when the 6’-6”
honor student, lacrosse player, Eagle
Scout and Taekwondo black belt began
to struggle with exhaustion and “trouble
with day-to-day things,” he went for an
X-ray. The X-ray revealed a softball-sized
tumor in his chest—he had diffuse large
B-cell lymphoma, a type of blood cancer.
Because the cancer was so aggressive,
it was also treated aggressively, with seven rounds of chemo and 20 days of radiation. From July through November
2011, he spent 65 nights in Children’s
Hospital in Aurora. He suffered pain so
intense, he sank into depression.
Fast forward to today: a smile rarely
left his face as he spent time with classmates on the campus of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary Dec. 3.
“My scans have remained clear and
we’re two years out now, which is what
they had given us as our timeframe we
needed to hit,” Srsich told the Denver
Catholic Register. “If (the cancer) was going to come back, doctors said it would
come back within two years.”
Though he will continue with scans every six months, he is feeling 100 percent,
he said, and doctors are “confident it’s
not going to be problem in the future.”
When he was struggling physically,
there were also moments when he struggled spiritually. During one of his hospital stays, when a friend from Mullen
brought him the Eucharist, he was feeling particularly low and had lost interest
in his faith.

A WISH CAME TRUE
While fighting cancer, Peter Srsich told
the Make-A-Wish Foundation of his
dream of becoming a priest and to be
blessed by then pontiff, Pope Benedict
XVI. The organization made that wish
come true by arranging a private conversation for him with Benedict XVI May
30, 2013 at his general audience at St.
Peter’s Square. The pope put his hand
on Srsich’s chest to bless him. It was
the exact location where the tumor had
been. “I hadn’t mentioned where the
tumor was,” Srsich said. He also had the
opportunity to attend general audiences
with Pope Francis last spring and attend
the canonization of St. John Paul II in
April while studying abroad in Rome for
a semester through Regis University.

“I just didn’t even want to see him
right there, especially with the Eucharist,” Srsich recalled.
But when he offered the host and said
“Body of Christ,” everything changed.
“Jesus came up to me,” Srsich said.
“And he didn’t say everything’s going to
be OK, he said he’s going to be with me.”
That moment of comfort and conversion, as well as the overall experience
and suffering of dealing with cancer,
have played a huge role in his spirituality, he said.
“It’s becoming more clear to me
where Jesus was,” he said. “And how he
can work through suffering.”
“We’re told (by society) suffering
needs to be eradicated at all costs, but
suffering brought us our redemption,”
Srsich continued. “Suffering has a
purpose.”
It’s a message he feels called to share,
and “God willing,” if he’s ordained one
day, it will influence his priesthood.
“Since we do all suffer,” he said, “it’s
something people need to hear.”
Srsich described his first four months
at St. John Vianney as “incredible.”
“I really love it,” he said. “Cutting distractions (through technology fasts),
spending time in prayer and meditation, and living in community. It’s an
incredible time to grow closer to Christ,
and really helpful for me in understanding my own suffering in the light
of Christ.”
Srsich asked for prayer for himself as
well as his fellow first-year seminarians.
”It’s a long road,” he added.
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Chasity education reducing
teen pregnancy in Africa, US

IT’S TIME TO CHOOSE YOUR
2015 COVERAGE

PROVIDED BY UNIVERSAL CHASTITY EDUCATION

ELEMENTARY-SCHOOL youths in Africa show their chastity pledge cards
after Universal Chastity Education director Andrew Dernovsek, kneeling center, and Jude Tadeo, kneeling in black jacket, presented about abstaining and
God’s plan for marriage this year.
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A Ugandan youth chastity program
traveled around Colorado this month
to share the message that abstaining
from sex until marriage is not only possible, but it can open doors.
Education, healthy choices and
happiness are a few of the benefits of
chastity—a part of the message that
has reached more than 500,000 youths
in Africa and beyond. Of these youths,
263,000 signed chastity pledge cards
through Universal Chastity Education
(UCE). Leaders of the ecumenical nonprofit said this message must spread
across the United States, too.
“I learn more about chastity each and
every day and how Christ will use that
to draw us closer to him. It’s beautiful,”
said executive director and Colorado
native Andrew Dernovsek, 31, who also signed a pledge card committing to
chastity.
Their message helped result in reduced teenage pregnancies in many
schools after UCE teams visited, including one in Uganda that reported a
drop from 25 pregnant students in 2010
to three in 2012, Dernovsek said.
With co-founder Jude Tadeo, a
34-year-old Ugandan Catholic, Dernovsek visited Colorado to spread the
message. They visited St. Francis of Assisi Church in Castle Rock, The Shrine
of St. Therese in Pueblo and Our Lady
of Assumption Church in Westcliffe to
urge youth to grow closer to Christ. On
Dec. 5, they also held an all-night prayer
vigil at St. Paul the Apostle Church in
Pueblo to pray for an end to the HIV
pandemic after the international World
AIDS Day Dec. 1.
UCE was born out of the international
response to the HIV pandemic in Uganda, one of the hardest hit countries by
the disease most commonly transmitted through sex and sharing of syringes.

WE ALL NEED
HEALTH INSURANCE

UNIVERSAL CHASTITY
EDUCATION
A nonprofit based in Pueblo that has
spread the message of chastity to
fight HIV and STDs across African
countries and the United States.
Visit: www.uceglobal.org
Phone: 719-248-8828
Email: contact@uceglobal.org

UNICEF reported that 7.2 percent of
Ugandans suffered from HIV in 2012.
An estimated 25 million have died of the
virus since 1981.
“In fact, almost every home had a
friend or family member who died
from HIV,” said Tadeo, whose sister
died of HIV. “We didn’t have the medicine, and we didn’t have the money to
buy the medicine to help these people.
Our only method and our only solution
was to turn to God.”
Instead of teaching about condoms,
UCE promoted chastity with the acronym ABC for “Abstinence, Be faithful
through Christ.”
“When you give youth condoms,
you’re just making them weak,” Tadeo
explained. “If your intention is to make
young people responsible and healthy,
then you need to promote chastity.”
Volunteer teams spread the message
of chastity by sharing personal testimonies and the medical and health benefits of abstaining. They also encourage
youth to sign pledge cards after hearing
about God’s plan for marriage. Youths
have the option to form clubs and participate in seminars.
The UCE program has been endorsed
by Cardinal Emmanuel Wamala of the
Archdiocese of Kampala, and leaders of
the Anglican, Lutheran, Orthodox and
evangelical churches.

Enrollment Centers Are Open
• Walk-ins welcome
• No appointment needed
• Free expert help

Adams County - Kids First Health Care
4675 E. 69th Ave • Commerce City
Sat — 9 A.M.-3 P.M.

Denver - 16th Street Mall
16th and California • Denver
Mon-Sat — Noon-6 P.M.

Lakewood - St. Anthony Hospital
Medical Plaza ONE • 11750 W. 2nd Place, First Floor • Lakewood
Friday Dec. 12 — 3-7 P.M.
Saturday Dec. 13 — 10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
Monday Dec. 15 — 10 A.M. - 7 P.M.

Lafayette
400 W. South Boulder Rd • Lafayette
Sun — 9 A.M.-3 P.M.
Wed — 3-7 P.M.
Sat — 11 A.M.-3 P.M.

Southeast Denver/Aurora
8821 E. Hampden Ave, Suite 207 • Denver
Mon-Fri — 9 A.M.-6 P.M.

Wheat Ridge - Liberty Tax Office
3885 Wadsworth Blvd • Wheat Ridge
Mon-Fri — 9 A.M.-5 P.M.

Enroll by December 15 for coverage starting January 1st
Hours of Operation Vary. Check Locations and Times Near You!
ConnectforHealthCO.com
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The beauty of healing
New St. Joseph
Hospital features
work of local artists
BY CINDY BROVSKY

The 140-year tradition of
the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth providing high quality, affordable health care in

ARCHBISHOP
Samuel Aquila, assisted
by Deacon
Robert Rinne,
sprinkles holy
water as he
blesses the
new St. Joseph Hospital
Dec. 3. The
facility at 1375
E. 19th Ave.
is set to open
Dec. 13.

Denver will soon open a new
hospital bathed with natural
light, balconies for fresh air
and splashes of color from Colorado artists that complement
its state-of-the-art technology.
The new St. Joseph Hospital—set to open Dec. 13 at 1375
E. 19th Ave.—was designed
and decorated to aid in the
physical and spiritual healing
of patients and their families.

PHOTOS BY DANIEL PETTY/DCR

 January 16-18
 January 23-25
 January 31
 February 3
 February 6-8
 February 13-15

Weekend Retreat (Women)
Weekend Retreat (Women)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Day of Prayer (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.)
Weekend Retreat (Men)
Weekend Retreat (Couples)

4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: 303-688-4198 ext. 122 (information/reservations)
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org

Tidings of Joy!

An Advent and
Christmas Concert
Saturday, December 13
1:00pm
St. Thomas More
Catholic Parish
8035 S. Quebec St.
Centennial, CO 80112
Enjoy the music of the Advent and
Christmas seasons with nine
St. Thomas More choirs!

As a stewardship parish, there will be no admission fee. You are invited to
bring a non-perishable food item to help our neighborhood food banks.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DENVER
CEMETERIES AND MORTUARY
Caring for the faithful in Northern Colorado since 1893
in their most personal time of need.
• Professional,
personalized service
• Respectful
• Compassionate

Archdiocese
of Denver
Mortuary

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO
80033
(303) 425-9511

Mt. Olivet
Cemetery

12801 W. 44th Ave.
Wheat Ridge, CO
80033
(303) 424-7785

St. Simeon
Cemetery

22001 E. State
Hwy. 30
Aurora, CO
80018
(720) 859-9785

Hospital leaders, along with
the community, have watched
the $623 million environmental-friendly building take
shape on 13 acres adjacent to
the current hospital over nearly four years.
“It has been an emotional journey because we have
watched equipment moving
into the new building and now
we have the soul of the hospital,” Sister of Charity of Leavenworth Melissa Camardo told
the Denver Catholic Register
following Archbishop Samuel
Aquila’s dedication and blessing of the new hospital Dec. 3.
“Excellence in health care
and compassion is at the heart
of our tradition and mission,”
said Sister Camardo, vice
president of mission integration. “We believe in serving
the whole person, including
spiritually. We do that by offering our faith visibly with the
artwork and designing each
room to provide comfort and
support.”
Healing aids include seating
alcoves in the hallways for patients and visitors to rest and
visit, and comfortable pullout beds for visitors in each
room. The décor incorporates vibrant photographs and
paintings from about 80 area
artists. The environment depicted in the art reflects God,

Sister Camardo said, including
an oil painting by John Boak
that shares the sisters’ history in Colorado, a large photograph of sunlight and trees by
Colorado photographer John
Fielder, and 15 smaller oil
paintings of outdoor scenes
along the Front Range by Gina
Blickenstaff.
The art be can be a soothing and calming influence for
family members to reflect upon, she said.
Several
statues—restored
with the assistance of Gerkens
Religious Supplies—were relocated from the old hospital to
the new including St. Joseph,
Mary and the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. Each patient room has a
new crucifix.
“We are in an environment
where prayer is not only tolerated but welcomed and sought
out,” Sister Camardo said.
Archbishop Aquila dedicated the hospital’s new chapel
during a special Mass, followed by a blessing of the facility from the main lobby.
“I always tell doctors and
nurses to pray for their patients and hold their patients
up to the Lord,” Archbishop
Aquila said. “Yes, this is a Catholic chapel, but it is a place for
all people, no matter their faith, to
find peace, pray

and encounter God.”
He praised the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth who
first came to Denver in 1873
to help the sick and vulnerable
and opened one of the city’s
first hospitals in a cottage at
14th Avenue and Arapahoe
Street. They later operated at
hospitals at 26th Avenue and
Holladay Street, and 18th Avenue and Humboldt, before
breaking ground in 1961 for
the iconic twin-tower structure
at the current location of 1835
Franklin St.
“You are carrying on that
mission of Jesus Christ in a
healing ministry,” the archbishop told doctors, nurses
and hospital officials among
about 150 at the blessing. “BeC
the light of Christ and the hope
A
of Christ.”
Internal medicine nurse Pat-1
ty Dambrava, who has worked
at St. Joseph for nearly 325
years, shed a few tears as she9
hugged her colleagues after
1
the blessing.
“The presence of a Catholic
hospital in this area makes a1
big difference because many
of our patients are underpriv-1
1
ileged,” she said.
The only section of the old1
hospital that will remain open
is the newer Russell Pavilion.1
The rest of the old building
2
will be razed eventually.

2

VIDEO

2

Watch Sister Melissa Camardo of
St. Joseph Hospital explain how
the art and artists were chosen
for the new hospital. Sister Camardo is pictured with one of her
favorite paintings, a depiction
of the history of the Sisters of
Charity of Leavenworth in Colorado
by Colorado artist
John Boak. The
70-by-96-inch oil
painting on birch
ply includes the
four sisters who
arrived in Denver
in 1873, the twin
towers of St.
Joseph Hospital
and the Greek words: charity,
humanity and simplicity.
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Bulletin Board
Send items to bulletin.board@
archden.org at least two weeks
prior to the event. For the Register’s online calendar, go to www.
denvercatholicregister.org/event.

Holiday Cookie Exchange Guadalupe Procession
9 a.m.-11 a.m., Mullen Home for the
Aged, 3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver. Bring
three dozen cookies to swap; wrap individually and attach list of ingredients.
RSVP: cldenver@littlesistersofthepoor.
org Details: 303-433-7221

Christmas Concert

DECEMBER

Attollo Meeting
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Janiczek and Company,
8400 E. Crescent Parkway Suite 160,
Greenwood Village. Business owners
invited to meeting on achieving lifegoals
and fulfilling a vocation to business.
Details: paul@attollousa.com or 720508-4154

12
Ignatian Morning Prayer
9 a.m.-10:30 a.m., St. Ignatius Loyola
Church, 2301 York St., Denver, $5 in
advance or $10 at door. Retreat directors
will lead and guide others in Ignatian
contemplative prayer. Details: 303-3209995

13

6 p.m., Pepsi Center, 1000 Chopper Circle, Denver, $15 for upper level seats,
$45 for lower level. Tickets: www.nug
getstix.com/catholic families.

14

15

RAD Priesthood
Discernment Retreat
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver, free. High school men invited to learn more about the priesthood.
Includes Mass and lunch. Register at
denverseminarians.com Details: 303282-3429
2 p.m.-3 p.m., Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church, 5612 S. Hickory Circle, Littleton,
free. All members and auxiliary members
and families invited to attend reunion of
Denver Comitium Legion of Mary. Bring
food to share. Details: legionofmaryden
ver@gmail.com or call 303-810-8339

Cookie Walk

Concert

9 a.m.-4 p.m., Our Lady of the Pines
Church, 9444 Eagle Cliff Road, Conifer,
free. Christmas cookies, breads, candies and crafts. Details: 303-838-0338.

3 p.m., Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver,
free. A Hungarian organist will perform.
Details: 303-831-7010

1

ACROSS

14

15

16

17

18

19

1

Grandmother
of Timothy

5 Ark passenger
9 Jericho heroine
14 Playing an
extra period,
brieﬂy
15 Hawaiian dance
16 Lyric poem
17 Hawaiian goose
18 Nobel Institute
city
19 John, Paul and
John Paul

2

3

5

20

6

7

10

Christmas Party
6 p.m.-9 p.m., Our Lady of Loreto
Church, 18000 E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield, $50 for adults, $20 for youths.
Includes children’s program, dinner and
Middle Eastern music. Call St. Rafka
Maronite for tickets: 720-833-0354

21
Men’s Advent Discernment Retreat
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m., St. John Vianney
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42 “My punishment is too
great to ___.”
(Gen 4:13)

25 Before, to
Byron

64

65

66

47 Club stint

61 Accustom
62 Omission and
commission

49 Equipment

63 ___-Tass

37 Reuben or Gad,
for example

50 ___ Judgment

39 Decay

54 Patron saint of
Scandinavia

64 Armed
strongholds

40 Actress Winona
41 Biblical dry
measure
42 Rachel’s maid
(Gen 29:29)

57 Water purifier
58 Paul’s companion during
his missionary
travels
59 “Dies ___”

65 Some CEOs
66 Girl

DOWN
1

Second pope

3 Grecian architectural style
4 Musical Wonder
5 Cut down
6 Impudent girl
7 Femme’s
pronoun
8 Chairman with
a “Little Red
Book”
9 Turn away from
sin

11 One of the
three theological virtues

51 Lasso
52 Father-in-law
of Caiaphas (Jn
18:13)
53 Ogles
54 “Whatever!”

12 Capital of
Yemen

55 El ___

13 Of the highest
quality

57 Creche

21 Creepy
22 “Eternal ___
grant unto
them”
24 A no-coveting
commandment

56 Insult
59 Catholic ending

Answers to today’s
Crossword Puzzle
are on the next
page.
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50 The Archdiocese of Accra is
here

45 Cure-all

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
E W Y

63

36 “For our
___, he was
crucified…”

WORD SEARCH
X

62

33 ___ of Prague

Through Jan. 2, Highlands Camp and

I

61

10 Denial of faith

New Years Eve Retreat

M

24 Housing for a
patriarch

2 Terse bridge
bid

31

A

48 Small burrowing rodent

60 Ruin

Through Jan. 25, YMCA of the Rockies,
2515 Tunnel Road, Estes Park, $175. Msgr.
Ken Leone and Fr. John Lager will lead
the retreat. Register at www.colorado
catholicretreats.org. Details: 303-8876017 or 303-981-1111
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44 Father of
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Catholic Men’s Retreat
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11 p.m., Nativity of Our Lord Church,
900 W. Midway Blvd., Broomfield, free.
The church will perform a concert
featuring Mozart and carols. Details:
303-469-5171.

L

23 Holy Name ___

26 Plantations

JANUARY

Christmas Eve Orchestra

O

40 Nose (comb.)

44

25

A

38 Boastful
person

43

Retreat Center, 1306 Business Highway
7, Allenspark, $364 for the family. Time
for families to pray and relax. Register:
720-855-0605

K

35 On-line co.

40

42

45

29

36

39

41

28

Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver,
free. Single men 18 and older invited.
Visit denverseminarians.com

L

31 Catholic columnist Bombeck

27

Theaters across the nation including in the Denver metro area, Boulder
and Fort Collins will show the film “The Vatican Museums 3D” 7 p.m.
Dec. 10. The film, featuring the director of Vatican Museums Antonio
Paolucci, takes audiences through the museums and Sistine Chapel to
discover works of art collected by popes for more than 500 years. Call
a local theater for tickets or purchase online at www.fathomevents.
com/event/the-vatican-museums-3d.

D

30 Cease

26

32

27 “Look how
perfectly I
performed!”
28 Supplements

24
25

54

9

7 p.m., St. Dominic Church, 2905 Federal Blvd, Denver, free. A celebration
recreating Mary and Joseph’s search
for shelter in Bethlehem. Details: 303455-3613

22

23

30

8

21

20 Cosmos
22 Take as an
affront

4

Las Posadas

20

Legion of Mary Reunion

CROSSWORD

Behind-the-scenes ﬁlm of
Vatican art to reach Denver

Catholic Families Night
with Nuggets

1 p.m., St. Thomas More Church, 8035
S. Quebec St., Centennial, free. The
church choir will perform Advent and
Christmas music. Details: 303-770-1155

11

11:30 a.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, 1209 W. 36th Ave., Denver, free.
Archbishop Aquila will celebrate Mass
and lead a procession around the neighborhood, accompanied by horses and an
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Details:
303-477-1402

APPARITION
AZTEC
BISHOP
CHURCH
CLOAK

DECEMBER
FAITH
HILLSIDE
IMAGE
JUAN DIEGO

MEXICO
MIRACLE
PATRON
ROSES
TEPEYAC HILL
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

Jesus ask of the Pharisee?
A. Which of the debtors will love
the creditor more?
B. Which of the debtors is less
likely to borrow again?
C. To which debtor did the creditor show the most compassion?

Which of the following does the
woman do?
A. She begs the Pharisee for the
scraps that fall from the table.
B. She asks the Lord to cast out
a demon from her son.
C. She washes Christ’s feet with
her tears and dries them with her
hair.

BY PETER WESTHOFF

Borrowing and
lending
A quiz on Catholic things under
the patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer, but the answer for one
question is “None of the Above.”
This quiz continues a series on
the parables Jesus told.

6. Jesus then contrasts the
sinful woman with the Pharisee,
and says that because her many
sins have been forgiven she has
demonstrated what the Pharisee has not. What is it that the
woman has shown?
A. true contrition
B. great love
C. firm purpose of amendment

3. Why does the Pharisee question whether Jesus is really a
prophet?
A. Because he shares his food
with the sinful woman.
B. Because he seems not to know
that the woman is sinful.
C. Because he does not follow
the ritual for cleansing one’s cup.

Parable of the Two Debtors
(Luke 7:36-50)

7. The others at table ask, “Who
is this that even forgives sins?”
What does Jesus say to the
woman?
A. You are not far from the kingdom of heaven.
B. Well done my good and faithful
servant.
C. Go and sin no more.

1. The setting in which this
parable is told is the house of a
Pharisee. The Pharisee’s name
is shared by two of the Apostles.
What is the Pharisee’s name?
A. James
B. Simon
C. Jude

4. Jesus tells the very brief parable of the two debtors who owe
unequal sums to their creditor.
How much more does the one
more deeply in debt owe compared to the other debtor?
A. 10 times the number of days’
wages
B. 100 more bushels of wheat
C. twice the amount of oil

2. A sinful woman appears as
the others are reclining at table.

5. The creditor forgives both
the debtors. What question does

ANSWERS: 1. B, 2. C, 3. B, 4. A,
5. A, 6. B, 7. None-Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.

Aquila

ourselves—but this will not
satisfy us. When we forget God
and the reasons why we celebrate, we begin to lose our joy,
our understanding of our purpose in life and our ability to
share God’s love with others.
When we keep the eyes of our

hearts fixed on God’s particular love for us, our hearts are
filled with joy.
May we all enter into this
Advent time of preparation
with a renewed sense of why
we celebrate and experience
the lasting joy of Christmas!

From Page 2

It is easy to fall into treating holy days as celebrations
of material things—a feast
for the sake of enjoying

TV MASS
FOR THE HOMEBOUND
AIRING ON COLORADO
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Tell the faithful about your events and services this
Christmas Season in the Denver Catholic Register
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SUNDAY, DEC. 21
7:00 a.m. English, Fr. Scott Bailey
7:30 a.m. Spanish, Fr. Alvaro
Panqueva
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All Ad Sizes & Prices Include Free Color!
1/8 Page (4.75” wide x 3.1” tall) Price: $ 285.00*
1/4 Page (4.75” wide x 6.2” tall) Price: $570.00*
or
A listing of your parish mass schedule for Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day is only $75 — publishes Dec 17th

Call Cindy today at (303) 715-3212
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sErvicE dirEctory & cLAssifiEds
LEGAL noticEs
Mt. oLivEt cEMEtEry
Meeting of the Board of Directors
December 17, 2014; 10:45 a.m.
John Paul II Center
st. siMEon cEMEtEry
Meeting of the Board of Directors
December 17, 2014; 11:30 a.m.
John Paul II Center

PrAyErs
novEnA to st. judE - Oh Holy
St. Jude, Apostle and martyr,
great in virtue, rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ,
faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage
in time of need. To you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power
to come to my assistance. Help
me in my present and urgent
petition. In return I promise to
make your name known and
cause you to be invoked. Say 3
Our Fathers, 3 Hail Marys and
Glorias for 9 days. Thank you for
prayers answered. - G.H.G.

sErvicE dirEctory

sErvicE dirEctory

sErvicE dirEctory

cLAssifiEds

cLAssifiEds

ATTORNEY

hARDwOOD
FlOORiNG

PlumbiNG

hElP wANTED

hElP wANTED CONT.

drAin, PLuMBinG, Air
conditioninG or HEAtinG
ProBLEMs? 24 hours. 30 years
experience. All work guaranteed.
Will beat any written estimate.
Mention this ad for $30 off.
Call Jim now 720-629-0518

AffordABLE HoMEcArE - Now
hiring dependable, caring male
and female to assist with homecare duties. Live-in/hourly positions avail. Call 303-988-1821

scHooL LiBrAry MEdiA
sPEciAList - P/T (20 hrs/wk)
for Blessed Sacrament School.
Provide information, assistance
and access to library resources
for students and staff; help
build and maintain the collection; manage efficient organization/retrieval systems; administer budgets. Must have valid CO
Teaching Lic w/DOE endorsmts.
Teaching/library exp. in a Catholic school setting desired.
Send resume w/cover letter to
m.langdon@bscs-denver.net

LAwyEr
Family Law, DUI
Karen Schaefer BucK
303-623-9383
ksbuck@pcisys.net

jP HArdwoods - Installation,
dust-contained sanding/refinishing. Insured. National Wood
Flooring Assoc. member. EPA
renovator cert. 720-620-0405

CAR DONATiON
sociEty of st. vincEnt de
PAuL - Vehicle donation – tax
deductible. Fast & free pickup.
Helps those in need. 800-3228284 www.svdpusacars.com

CONTRACTOR
BAird construction
40 years in business.
Room additions. Pop-tops.
Kitchen extensions.
James 303-668-3973
truE BuiLdErs LLc
We do all phases of construction
Commercial & Residential
Journeyman, Plumbers &
Electricians - 30 yrs exp.
call Jim at 720-437-1751 or
herman at 720-434-3110

ElECTRiCAl
BoB’s ELEctric 720-560-3192
Small residential jobs only.
Ceiling fans-outlets-lightingphone-Internet-catv-doorbells.
Senior (65+)/veteran discounts.

FENCiNG

to PLAcE An Ad
1. Submit your ad:
Call: 303-715-3212
Fax: 303-715-2007
Email: servicedirectory@archden.org
Mail: Service Directory, DCR
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
2. Payment options are credit card
(Visa, Mastercard, Discover), check
or money order. Payment
is due prior to publication of ad.
3. Cost is $7/line with a 5 line min.
to PuBLisH A PrAyEr
Submit same as an ad.
Cost is $7/line with a 3 line min.
AdvErtisErs
Check your ad at first publication. If
there is a mistake, notify us immediately. We accept responsibility only
for first incorrect insertion. The publication assumes no financial responsibility for errors or omission of
copy. The Denver catholic register
reserves the right to reject any ad.
rEAdErs
Please consider carefully the
advertiser before you purchase an
advertised product or service. We
make every effort to ensure the
legitimacy of all products and services advertised in the paper; however, publication of advertisements
does not indicate endorsement by
the Denver catholic register.

HAvE A BusinEss? tELL our rEAdErs!
200,000 PotEntiAL custoMErs.
303-715-3212 • servicedirectory@archden.org

ALLPro AffordABLE fEncE
Free Estimates. Lic. & Insured.
New Installations & Repairs.
Wood-Chain Link-Vinyl-Ranch +.
Discount with ad. 720-447-4492
ELcAr fEncE - See ad, bottom
of this page

hANDYmAN
HAndyMAn/odd joBs
Home Repair & Remodel Experts.
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry,
Floors, Windows. 303-935-2073
PAint And fix uP now!
20% off painting or home repairs.
Windows, tile, carpentry, kitchens,
bath & basement remodel. Free
estimates. 303-249-8221

hEATiNG & AiR
CONDiTiONiNG
HEAt ExcHAnGEr ExPErts of
dEnvEr, inc. - $79 for complete
service & safety check. 15% disc.
off service calls and equipment
purchase. 24-hour svc. Free
furnace check with all AC work.
Members St. Joseph Catholic
Church 40 yrs. 303-571-1171, No.
CO 970-482-7520

hOmE
hEAlThCARE
cHristiAn cArE sErvicEs
Providing high quality in-home
health care services since 1997.
4 hr. to 24 hr. care available.
Affordable rates. 303-487-6494

hOusE ClEANiNG
EstELLA’s cLEAninG sErvicE
10 years experience. Licensed and
bonded. Weekly and biweekly
thorough cleaning. References
available. Free est. 303-514-9719

iNsuRANCE
ELkHorn insurAncE AGEncy
Auto - Home - Business
303-355-4676 (303-eLK-hOrn)
fred@elkhornagency.com
Members-St. Michaels for 30 yrs

mEDiCAl EQuiP.
siLvEr cross - The “Go To
People” who buy/sell new & recycled stair lifts, wheelchair lifts,
etc. Save $$$$. 303-463-8200 or
glark@silvercross.com

REmODEliNG
suPErior HoME rEModELinG,
LLc - Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements, Tile. Call Nathan for
Free Quote at 720-258-5562
www.superiorhomeremodel.com

ROOFiNG
Any wEAtHEr roofinG &
GuttErs - Quality work at a fair
price on roofing, gutters. Senior
Citizen Discount. Licensed &
Insured. For FREE estimate, call
303-234-1539 or 303-399-7220

BuddiEs rEQuEstEd a few
hrs/wk for talks, walks, activities & prayer; NW Den. for educ.
woman, 59, w/goofy sense of
humor, overcoming PTSD. Similar age range. 303-809-5147;
research3000@msn.com
cArEGivErs - Visiting Angels
is looking for experienced and
caring individuals to join our
senior home-care team.
303-274-8611

cj roofinG co. – Locally owned
and operated, with a 35+ year
history of delivering best and
safest choice for residential and
commercial roofing in Denver
Metro area. Roof replacements,
gutters & insulation. Fully Insured
& Licensed. FREE ESTIMATES.
Senior discounts! 303-394-2802

focus (fellowship of catholic
university students) has three
full-time positions available:
Marketing Manager, Marketing
Intern and HR Generalist. For full
job descriptions please visit our
website: www.focus.org/jobs
or email your cover letter and
resume to hr@focus.org

dEPEndABLE roof & GuttEr
rEPAir - Repairs are all I do!
Wind damage and fix leaks. Gutter
repair and cleaning. 40 years exp.
Free estimates. 720-209-4589

sALEs - diGitAL & Print for
the Denver Catholic Register
and El Pueblo Catolico. The ideal
candidate will have: successful
sales experience including new
media; ability to be a team player
as well as work independently
to achieve goals; commitment
to providing excellent customer
service; enthusiasm for new business creation. Part-time, commission-based. Email your resume w/
cover letter to michael.oneill@
archden.org. No phone calls
please.

TilE
tiLE/Grout ProBLEMs
Ceramic Tile/Grout Problems,
Solid Surface Products, Repairs &
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms.
Cory 303-422-3409

sEnior HELPErs - We are
looking for caring and dependable
individuals who desire to provide
assistance to the elderly and
special needs adults. Metro
Denver & Northern CO 303-4526500 or 970-667-6400
stEwArdsHiP & AdMinistrAtion coordinAtor for
St. Mary Parish/School, Littleton. F/T with benefits. Resp. for
Stewardship directives, assist
w/bus. office needs. Reqd: Catholic, HS diploma, self-starter,
confidential. Full desc. at www.
stmarylittleton.org/about/
job-opportunities. To apply,
submit resume, cover ltr, salary
rqmts by 12/19/14 to kathy.
reuter@stmarylittleton.org

writErs/rEPortErs wAntEd
The Denver Catholic Register is
seeking freelance writers to
cover news and events. This is an
independent contractor position
and requires applicants to be
available on short notice both
weekdays and weekends. Experience required. Please email
resume and writing samples to
kelly.seeman@archden.org

TREE sERviCE

LEt our
AdvErtisErs
know!

don’t Miss An
issuE!!

PAiNTiNG
PAintinG or windows
$500 off - Interior or exterior
house painting or new windows.
Free estimates. Senior discount.
Imagine Painting - 303-249-8221

AircrAft dEtAiLinG - for
corporate aircraft exteriors. Have
own reliable transportation and
be comfortable with high ladder
work. P/T, flexible hrs. Fax resume
to 303-690-9649.

cALL for wintEr discounts!
Pruning, Spraying, Fertilizing &
Removal. 22 years in Business!
Free Estimates 303-456-6898
MiLE HiGH trEE cArE - see ad,
bottom of this page

for
suBscriPtion
sErvicEs

Thank you for supporting
our advertisers who
help support the
Denver Catholic
Register.

cALL: 303-715-3211
to change, start or cancel
your subscription to the
Denver Catholic Register.

Please be sure to let them
know you saw their
advertisement in the
Denver Catholic
Register!

MILE HIGH
TREE CARE,
Inc.
67 Years • Family Owned
68S.Years
Family
Owned
2155
Valentia,• Denver
• (303)
755-5211

2155 S. Valentia, Denver • (303) 755-5211

* TREE TRIMMING
AND REMOVALS
* PLANTING
* SHRUB CARE
* STUMP REMOVAL

303-292-9393
Free Estimates

“God Makes ‘Em,
We Shape ‘Em”

LAwn cArE
DEEP ROOT WATER/FEED
sENiOR DisCOuNT
Insured
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Level the playing field.
The insurance company you’re up against has a deep bench of
talented lawyers. For thirty years, Dan Caplis has successfully
battled the best they have to offer. He and the firm have the
resources and tenacity to go toe-to-toe with anyone….and win.
Dan prides himself on leveraging the firm’s firepower to help
good people from all walks of life on a percentage fee basis.

CALL DAN FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

WWW.DANCAPLISLAW.COM
303-770-5551
4601 DTC BLVD. SUITE 950 DENVER, CO 80237

PERSONAL INJURY

WRONGFUL DEATH

SERIOUS AUTO & TRUCK ACCIDENTS

CATASTROPHIC MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

