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Preparing for the end? Stockpile on grace and sacraments
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The doomsday movement
is convinced—the dawn of
Dec. 21, 2012 will bring the
end of the world.
Drawing on the world’s upheavals and the Mayan Long
Count calendar—based on cycles 5,126 years in length that
expire on that day—doomsayers predict violent earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,
polar shifts and planetary collisions will usher in the last
day, leading them to draft survival plans, stockpile supplies
or contemplate an earlier end.
Are the end times really approaching?
How
should
Catholics react?
Theologians and biblical
scholars say don’t drink the
doomsayers’ Kool-Aid.
“We should not at all be disturbed by that. We should not
even be distracted by that,”
said Father Andreas Hoeck,
academic dean and Scripture
professor at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary, about
the apocalyptic scenarios.
Rather than amassing
canned goods, Catholics
would be wise to stockpile
graces.
“The bottom line is that as
Christians, especially as
Catholics, the best thing we
can do is to strive to live a virtuous life, to find Christ in the
Church and in the sacraments,” Father Hoeck said.
“To be vigilant, yes, and be
watchful, but at the same time
very serene, almost laid back,
doing the things we have to do
well and in union with Christ.
When he returns, then we’ll be
prepared.”
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A VISITOR, at the request of the photographer, looks at the 12th-century Dresden Codex, also
known as the “Codex Dresdensis,” one of four historic Mayan manuscripts that still exist in the
world, at the Saxon State Library on Nov. 8 in Dresden, Germany.

Date setting
The end of time—or as
Christians call it, Christ’s second coming—is imminent but
it’s uncertain when.
Jesus Christ told his disciples, “As to the exact day or
hour, no one knows it, neither
the angels in heaven nor even
the Son, but only the Father”
(Mark 13:32).
Many groups are obsessed
with pinpointing the last day.
They’ve set the dates, and
then re-set them.
The Mayans didn’t have
special knowledge about end
times. Their calendar ends
Dec. 21 but is cyclical. Reports

FINANCIAL: STEWARDSHIP & CHARITABLE GIVING

Catholic Foundation tips for
year-end giving help ministries
and oneself
PAGE 10

Q&A: Thinking it through
PAGE 11

show they believed a new era
would emerge.
Picking a date is not an option for Catholics.
“Any speculation with regards to a calendrical pinpointing of a return is always
unacceptable in the eyes of
the Church,” Father Hoeck
said. “We know everything
else except the date.”

Gospel accounts
Catholics declare together,
in reciting the Nicene Creed,
that Christ “will come again in
glory to judge the living and
the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.”

A real belief in the end times
and Christ’s bodily return is
affirmed in the Church and
Scriptures.
Two
themes
emerge in the synoptic
Gospels—Matthew, Mark and
Luke.
First, Christ talks about the
signs. “The sun will be darkened, the moon will not shed
her light, the stars will fall
from the sky, and the hosts of
heaven will be shaken loose.
Then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in the sky”
(Matt 24:29-30).
The Church’s readings at the

See End times, Page 13

YEAR OF FAITH: NATIVITY
“Nativity” comes from the Latin word for “birth” and
in the Christian tradition refers to Jesus being born of
Mary in Bethlehem. No room was made in the town
for the Holy Family so Jesus was born in a stable. In
celebrating this event, Christians are reminded of the
importance of “making room” in their lives for Christ.
The Church’s prayer reflects on this sublime mystery
of God becoming a Child: “O marvelous exchange!
Man’s Creator has become man, born of the Virgin. We have been made
sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share our humanity.” (Luke 2:1-7; Catechism of the Catholic Church Nos. 525-526).
—Evangelization and Catechesis Office, Denver Biblical and Catechetical schools
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Mary, baptism
and hidden graces
On Saturday, the Church will celebrate the solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On
this day, we recall that Mary was conceived without sin, in
anticipation of her vocation as the mother of Jesus Christ.
Mary’s conception is a great mystery of our faith. Her sinless soul ensured that she would be perfectly prepared to
serve Jesus Christ as his mother—and as the mother of all
humanity. All of us can appreciate the beauty of a sinless
soul carrying and caring for our Incarnate God. But few of
us can relate to the mystery of the Immaculate Conception.
Friends, especially mothers, often tell me that while they
love Mary, pray to her and rely on her, few can relate to her
sinlessness. In fact, many of us have the experience of reflecting on Mary’s sinless soul and feeling inadequate in
our own sinfulness. But Mary, too, felt inadequate to fulfill
her vocation. At the Annunciation, Mary heard the call of
the Lord and was troubled. She was frightened. She may
have felt unprepared. And all of us can relate to that.
But God didn’t call Mary to serve as God’s mother without preparing her by grace. Instead God gave her the grace
of a sinless conception in order to fulfill her vocation. St.
Maximilian Kolbe, the great Franciscan martyr of
Auschwitz, explained that Mary was immaculately conceived because God needed her to be. He wrote that “she
was immaculate because she was to become the Mother of
God; she became the Mother of God because she was immaculate.”
In our baptisms and confirmations, God has also given
us the grace we need to fulfill the vocations to which he has
called us.
If we want to learn from the Immaculate Conception, we
should look at the response of Mary to the angel at the Annunciation. At first she was afraid. But she heard the call of
the Lord and she responded by relying on the grace that
God had given her. When she proclaimed, with confidence
and fidelity, “may it be done to me according to your
word,” Mary was relying on the grace of her Immaculate
Conception.
When Mary went to visit Elizabeth, Elizabeth commended Mary, “Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Like Mary, if we
want to allow God to use us in his plan, we must trust in
the graces he has given us. We can have confidence that he
is faithful to his promises.
Mary’s Immaculate Conception was a hidden kind of
grace. God’s plan was not announced to her in childhood.
She could not see her Immaculate Conception. She may
not have even known it was there. But God’s grace dwelt
within her. It allowed her to practice virtue, to love as God
loves. Quietly, secretly, Mary’s life was lived in the freedom
of Jesus Christ.
Our baptisms are also hidden graces. We cannot see that
we have been baptized or even perceive it. But we know
that by our baptism God dwells within us—allowing us to
grow in virtue and holiness and the love of God. Without
Mary’s Immaculate Conception, she could not have become the Mother of God. Without our baptisms, we could
not become the saints God wishes us to become.
The world needs Jesus Christ. And so the world needed
Mary to make him present. The world needs us, too, to become the saints who will proclaim Jesus Christ and make
him present. If we want to become those saints, we need to
rely on the graces of our baptisms. We need to rely on
Christ. In our fear, in our unworthiness, in our uncertainty—we need to trust in the perfect grace God gives us. In
this Year of Faith, let us pray for a greater confidence, trust
and faith in the promises and graces bestowed on us by the
God who is love. There is no better example of that truth
than Mary, who was conceived without sin so that the
world would know Jesus Christ.
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Archbishop to pub crowd: Christ, not
government, the answer to world’s problems
BY JEAN TORKELSON

While beer glasses clinked
in the background and a fastmoving basketball game
played out on an overhead TV,
Archbishop Samuel Aquila
shared a countercultural message of faith to a packed
downtown Denver pub the
evening of Nov. 28.
“You know better than I do
how bombarded you are by
the secular world—a world
that does not believe in God
and looks at you like you have
three heads when you say you
want to live a life of charity
and (for Christ),” the archbishop told the crowd of 20and 30-somethings at Katie
Mullen’s Irish Pub and Restaurant. “People do not understand that. It is truly a desert
we live in.”
The night’s temporary oasis,
called Theology on Tap, is a recurring lecture series that
brings Catholic leaders and
young adults together to grapple with faith questions in the
easygoing atmosphere of a casual hangout. Last Thursday’s
event drew an estimated 250
Catholics of college students
and young adults, many of
them curious to get their first
look at Archbishop Aquila,
who was installed in July.
“I’m really excited to get to
know him better, and I think
the young adult community is
craving that, too,” said Anna
Basquez, 38.
Founded 31 years ago in the
Archdiocese of Chicago, Theology on Tap evenings have
spread to cities across the
United States. In 2001, Archbishop Charles Chaput became the first archbishop to
host the series in Denver.
Since then the series, which is
always held—decorously—in
a local drinking establishment, has been a regular
event in Denver. It has featured a succession of authors,
teachers, theologians and
bishops, including Auxiliary
Bishop James Conley, who became bishop of Lincoln last
month.
Now it was Archbishop
Aquila’s turn to be tapped.

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

DENVER Archbishop Samuel Aquila answers questions from
a crowd of young adults Nov. 28 downtown at Katie Mullen’s
Restaurant and Pub during a monthly Theology on Tap gathering.

Lots of questions
“Every time I look at young
people like yourselves I am
filled with hope,” the archbishop told the pub crowd.
Likewise, the young people
were filled with questions for
the new archbishop, which
were presented to him in written form. Asked what he considered the “great deficiency
among Catholic youth,” the
archbishop replied that it was
not knowing or understanding the faith adequately. However, he indicated it was not
necessarily their fault.
“Catechetics in the last 30
years has not been the best,”
he said.
He urged young people to
read the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and praised
the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS)
as an organization that “helps
young people fall in love with
the will of God and grow in the
understanding of the faith.”
He had advice for those
considering a religious vocation, counseling, in part: “Pray
about it and have a good spiritual director.”
But he also urged young
people to consider two secular careers now woefully understaffed by Christians—the
media and politics.
“We are in desperate need
of believers in both areas,” he
said, and cited statistics that

show an overwhelming majority of the media identify
themselves as agnostic or
atheistic. He added that the
teaching profession also
needs committed Christians
and reminded the pub crowd
that those among them who
graduated from secular universities “know how godless
they can be.”

Engaging the world

To a question about how
Christians should react to “economic disparity” in the world,
Archbishop Aquila noted that
Christians always must be alert
to the injustices that exist between “the haves and havenots,” but said it’s also important to understand that it is the
Church, not government,
which is rooted in true justice.
“I do not believe government is the solution to our
problems,” he said. When it
comes to problem solving, by
practicing Christianity and
living one’s faith, “we do it
much better.”
He drew an example from
recent natural disasters,
when, he said, even the government turned for help to
Catholic Relief Services, which
dedicates 95 cents of every
dollar directly to people’s
needs, while the government’s
direct contribution to the

See Theology, Page 13
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Putting a human face on those defending human life
REAL LIFE CATHOLIC
BY JULIE FILBY

What does a pro-lifer look
like? Some media outlets portray them as extreme, angry,
even violent. However, the
true Catholic presence when
it comes to life issues is a picture of love, compassion and
generosity.
The examples below put a
face on three Catholics in the
Denver Archdiocese, whose
passionate pro-life efforts revolve around prayer, service,
education and peaceful public witness.

Called to service

CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

Dem Catholics
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FATHER Joseph Hearty has celebrated 11 Masses outside
Planned Parenthood of the Rockies since last spring.
on Mondays and continues to
coordinate a large pool of volPRO-LIFE
unteers and donors.
EFFORTS:
“I always felt I
GET INFORMED,
should be doing
GET INVOLVED
something,” she said.
“We’re not here just
Parish Respect Life
to hang out and have
Committees
a good time; we’re
Contact your parish office or
supposed to serve.”
check the website or bulletin

Sharon Gahan, a parishioner of Our Lady of Fatima in
Lakewood, always considered
herself more of a follower
than a leader.
Inspired by an ad
in the church bulletin and a persistent
“little voice,” the wife
and mother of two
has taken on a leadership role she never
expected.
SHARON
“I had seen an ad in
Educating about
GAHAN
our
bulletin
for
truth
Gabriel Project trainBrian
Donelson
ing,” she said. “Workbelieves in love. The
ing with women aphusband, father of
pealed to me. … I was
six and high school
drawn to it because I
teacher also believes
felt it was something
culture has lost the
I could relate to (as a
meaning of love and
mother).”
sexuality.
BRIAN
Gabriel
Project
“If you lose the
DONELSON
provides material,
meaning of sexuality,
emotional and spiriyou lose the meaning of love,
tual support to women and and ultimately the meaning of
families in need. Denver’s first life,” he said. “I want others to
Gabriel House opened in Oc- experience the joy and meantober 2009. Gahan had been ing I’ve gained through living
volunteering there for two out theology of the body.”
years when she began to hear
Donelson, a parishioner of
a different call.
St. Vincent de Paul in Denver,
“When you get that little has been teaching theology of
voice in your head,” she said, the body since graduating
“you know Somebody’s talk- from Franciscan University in
ing to ya.”
2002. Now in his third year at
The voice encouraged her to Mullen High School, he’s sharpursue opening a Gabriel ing the message with juniors
House in Jefferson County.
and seniors in a class called
“Because I’ve always been a “Relationships and Sexuality.”
‘helper,’ taking on a big proj“(The students) respond reect was not something I envi- ally well,” he said. “Nothing
sioned,” she said. “Then I interests them more than talkstarted thinking ‘maybe we ing about relationships and
could do something out here,’ sexuality.”
and I started thinking about
Donelson speaks in real
space.”
terms with the students, who
Our Lady of Fatima pastor have the opportunity to anFather Henri Tshibambe pro- swer
difficult
questions
vided the space. Rolling Hills anonymously with hand-held
Foundation, as well as other clickers.
donors, provided start-up
One of the questions he
funds. Still, Gahan questioned asks: How many of you have
proceeding.
had intercourse?
“I’d wake up and think ‘I
“I don’t leave it there,” he
don’t want do this, it’s too said. “‘OK, (a certain percentmuch,’” she said. “(But) that age) of you have had premarilittle voice would say: ‘You got tal sex.’
the space, you got the money
“I challenge them to live a
… you’ve got to keep going.’”
chaste life in every way,” he
And she did. Gahan is coor- continued. “Of course I chaldinator for the JeffCo Gabriel lenge them to not have sexual
House at 1980 Nelson St. that intercourse, but it’s even a
opened Oct. 1. She works there

Denver Archdiocese Respect
Life Office
303-715-3205 or
www.archden.org/RespectLife
Gabriel House
303-377-1577 or
www.gabrielhousedenver.org
Lighthouse Women’s Center
(303) 320-8352 or
www.lighthousedenver.org
Theology of the body
www.tobia.info and
www.theologyofthebody.net

greater challenge to ask them
if they can avoid impure
thoughts,” and pornography
and masturbation.
Class resources include
“Theology of the Body for
Teens” books, confidential online journals and guest speakers such as Lynn Grandon,
archdiocesan Respect Life Director, who gives a talk on
abortion.
“It’s a big dose of reality,”
Donelson said.
“My hope is that people can
crave more what is true, than
what feels good,” he said. “I
pray that our culture thinks
more deeply about love, sex
and life to find the truth.” He
continues to work toward that
goal, one class at a time.

Peaceful public witness
Father Joseph Hearty was
involved in pro-life efforts before he was ordained a Fraternity of St. Peter priest in 2003:
he attended Masses and dinners for life, and supported a
pro-life candidate running for
office in his native Canada.
During those years, he was
involved. Now he’s entrenched.

See Pro-life, Page 7

Turnout was abysmal at a “Catholics for Obama” event,
originally intended to be a rally at Regis University in Denver before the election. The event drew 45 people prompting a shift in gears from “rally” to “discussion group.”
The Catholics for Obama vote was not so abysmal at the
polls, however.
President Barack Obama won the Catholic vote by a 2
percent margin, and according to a Fox News Poll, he
claimed 42 percent of the votes among Catholics who go to
weekly Mass, 57 percent of whom voted for Gov. Mitt Romney.
Catholic Democrats would, no doubt, consider this a victory for the principle that man “has a right to … medical
care, and that health care is not a privilege” (Blessed John
XXIII, “Pacem in Terris,” 11). They might consider it a victory for clean energy and the principle that “all governments
must commit to protect nature” (Pope Benedict XVI, June
9, 2011). They might consider it a victory for immigrants,
whose dignity the Church has always defended, and who,
when they “cannot find employment in their country of
origin to support themselves and their families … have a
right to find work elsewhere in order to survive. (And that)
sovereign nations should provide ways to accommodate
this right” (U.S. and Mexican bishops’ joint pastoral letter,
“Strangers No Longer”). They might also see it as a victory
for the laborer and for unions, which are a “natural human
right” (Blessed John Paul II quoting Leo XIII in “Centesimus
Annus,” 7). And, perhaps, if they are convinced that the Republican Party is the party of war hawks, they consider
President Obama’s victory a victory for peace on earth.
One doesn’t have to be a card-carrying Republican to enter the kingdom of heaven. And while there’s room for disagreement on how to implement all of the above, there’s no
doubt that, at least in principle, there are some important
priorities of the Democratic Party that overlap with the priorities of the Catholic Church and those of the Gospel.
That is, in part, why Catholic immigrant cultures in
America have tended to be overwhelmingly Democrat. As a
descendent of Irish Catholic immigrants it would’ve been
hard to find a Republican among them 50 years ago. And
after working for four and a half years at a Catholic Church
in the East Los Angeles area, it’s rare to find a Republican
among them today. The closer a group is to its immigrant
groups, the more it seems to lean Democrat. There is clearly the impression that they are the party for the immigrant.
Some maintain that the above reasons for voting for a
pro-choice candidate outweigh the issue of abortion. They
will certainly have the opportunity to present that case to
the 50 million-plus lives claimed since Roe v. Wade.
I can only presume that the 42 percent of weekly Mass
attendees who voted for President Obama despite his prochoice stance aren’t rejoicing in the victory this election
means for the pro-choice movement, gay marriage or the
attacks certain to come upon the Catholic Church, in particular, and religious liberty, in general, thanks to the federal Health and Human Services contraceptive mandate. And
if they’re not happy about those very overt platforms of this
administration, I wish they’d speak up and hold the Democratic Party accountable.
In the United States we tend to “do politics” in the same
way that we root for football teams. Instead of scrutinizing
our political leaders we pick our team and cheer them on.
We forgive too much. We swallow every position of the
platform no matter how gravely it conflicts with our consciences—“Go team!”
We can’t do that if we’re to be part of the kingdom of
God.
In the words of Archbishop Charles Chaput in a recent
interview: “We’re Catholics before we’re Democrats. We’re
Catholics before we’re Republicans. We’re even Catholics
before we’re Americans because we know that God has a
demand on us prior to any government demand on us.

See Stefanick, Page 6
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

200 years behind what?
Eighteenth-century British Jacobites wistfully toasted “the
king over the water,” referring to exiled King James II, his successors, and the Jacobite hope for a Stuart restoration to the
throne of the United Kingdom. Throughout the pontificate of
John Paul II, the cardinal archbishop of Milan, Carlo Maria
Martini, S.J., was a kind of “king over the water” for Catholics
of the portside persuasion—the pope who should-have-been
and might-yet-be. That never happened (although the progressives at the conclave of 2005 implausibly ran Cardinal
Martini, then ill with Parkinson’s disease, in a failed attempt
to block the election of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger). But longing for the lost cause continued.
Thus the day after his death this past September, Italy’s leading newspaper, Milan’s Corriere della Sera, published an interview with Cardinal Martini, conducted a few weeks before his
death; evidently, the archbishop-emeritus put an embargo on
the interview, such that it could only be published after he died.
In the interview (immediately dubbed his “spiritual testament” by his admirers), Cardinal Martini described the
Church in Europe and America as “tired,” and asked “Where
among us are the heroes from whom we can draw inspiration?” The burning “coals” of the Church, Martini continued,
were hidden under piles of ashes; indeed, there is “so much
ash on top of the coals that I am often assailed by a sense of
powerlessness. How can the coals be freed from the ashes so
as to reinvigorate the flame of love?” The cardinal went on to
propose, quite rightly, that true reform in the Church is always reform inspired by Word and Sacrament. But then, at
the end of the interview, came the money-quote: “The
Church is 200 years behind. Why in the world does it not
rouse itself? Are we afraid? Fear instead of courage?”
To which one wants to reply, with all respect, “Two hundred
years behind what?” A western culture that has lost its grasp on
the deep truths of the human condition? A culture that celebrates the imperial autonomous Self? A culture that detaches
sex from love and responsibility? A culture that breeds a politics
of immediate gratification and inter-generational irresponsibility, of the sort that has paralyzed public policy in Italy and elsewhere? “Why in the world,” to repeat the late cardinal’s question, would the Church want to catch up with that?
As for the question, “Where are the heroes?” Cardinal Martini
seemed unaware of, or puzzled by, or perhaps even unhappy
with, the heroic witness of the man who created him cardinal
after naming him successor to St. Ambrose in Italy’s most prestigious see: John Paul II, whose faith and courage continue to
inspire the liveliest parts of the Catholic world in Europe and
America. (John Paul, for his part, gave Martini’s commentary on
the First Letter of Peter to the cardinals gathered for the pope’s
silver jubilee in 2003, as an appendix to a replica of the Bodmer
Papyrus copy of the “first encyclical.”) Nor was John Paul alone
as an exemplar of Christian heroism during the Martini years in
Milan: years in which, to take but two examples, Blessed Jerzy
Popieluszko became the martyr-priest of Solidarity and Blessed
Mother Teresa of Calcutta completed her singular witness to
the “flame of love” the cardinal thought buried under ashes.
For all his brilliance, Cardinal Martini, like many on the
Catholic left, never seemed to grasp that the secular culture
with which Vatican II hoped to open a dialogue was not the
secular culture that emerged in Europe in the aftermath of
the upheavals of 1968. The new secularism was not open to
the possibility of transcendent truth, as the secularism of, say,
Albert Camus had been. The new secularism was embittered,
aggressive and narrow-minded. It was not so much interested in dialogue as in cultural hegemony. And it is now firmly
committed to driving the Catholic Church out of public life
throughout the western world.
There is no need to lament being “behind” that. The Catholic
challenge is to get ahead of that soul-withering ideology, and
convert those in thrall to it by example and persuasive argument.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Dec. 9: Second Sunday of
Advent
Scripture readings:
• Baruch 5:1-9
• Psalm 126:1-6
• Philippians 1:4-11
• Luke 3:1-6
Synopsis: The context of
this week’s first reading is ancient Babylon where the people of God had been languishing in exile for nearly 70 years,
more than 500 years before
Christ. Jerusalem was in ruins,
forsaken, all her inhabitants
gone. God’s word is addressed
to the Holy City, telling her
that soon her children would
return home. “Look to the
east” the prophet says, “and
see your children gathered at
the word of the Holy One.”
Baruch’s words inspired
tremendous hope among the
exiles. Their ordeal was about
to end. Soon, God would
bring them back to the Promised Land. St. Paul wrote the
Letter to the Philippians while
he was in prison, probably in
Rome or perhaps Ephesus. He
thought he might be killed,
and yet his words are full of
joy and hope. The “day of
Christ”—a phrase that ap-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s return to
thanks-giving
The spirit and tradition of
American culture have been severely compromised, indeed,
almost lost by our acceptance
of the glossing over of a major
holiday in order to promote
untimely commerce.
I am speaking specifically of
our “feast” of Thanksgiving
Day, which dates back to the
pilgrims and should be reserved for praising God for the
many blessings he has bestowed on us as Americans and
as individuals.
Thanksgiving Day has almost
been obliterated or erased by
the promotion of Christmas
sales before it and enthusiastic
buying sprees beginning on
Thanksgiving. Generally speak-

pears in several other letters—
refers to the Second Coming.
For Christians, “the day of the
Lord” is nothing to fear. It’s
something to look forward to
for it represents the completion of “the good work which
was begun in you.” The
Gospel readings this week and
next, focus on John the Baptist. John is the last of the Old
Testament prophets and a vital part of God’s plan of salvation. His mission was to prepare the way of the Lord by
calling the people to repentance. John, in a sense, embodies the entire Old Testament, which was a preparation for the coming of Christ.
Key verse: “Up, Jerusalem!
Stand upon the heights; look
to the east and see your children gathered from the east
and the west at the word of the
Holy One” (Bar 5:5).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “With John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit begins the
restoration to man of ‘the divine likeness,’ prefiguring
what he would achieve with
and in Christ. John’s baptism
was for repentance; baptism
in water and the Spirit will be
a new birth” (No.720).
Pope Benedict XVI: “All of
these Old Testament texts en-

ing this has little to do with the
birth of Jesus Christ. Chaos
would not result, profit and
treasures would still be available, even if a rush to the retailers did not commence until
Black Friday, the day after
Thanksgiving. It is tragic that
employees are expected to
work on this day rather than
enjoy the company of family
and friends. It is even more
tragic that retailers deem profit
and purchase more important
than the blessing of family.
As a nation we are suffering
erosion of the closeness of family life and uncertainty of our
values. By discarding God, his
blessings and our families—because putting commerce before them is discarding them—
we are turning away from what
is truly important in life.
Barbara J. Peterson
Centennial

visage a saving intervention of
God, who emerges from his
hiddenness to judge and to
save; it is for this God that the
door is to be opened and the
way made ready. These ancient words of hope were
brought into the present with
the Baptist’s preaching: Great
things are about to unfold”
(“Jesus of Nazareth,” Vol. 1).

Life application: Advent is
both a time of preparation
and repentance. It’s also a
time to remember “Last
Things”—the end of the
world, final judgment and a
new creation (Rev 21:1). The
end of one liturgical year,
which focuses on last things,
dovetails with a new year and
the new order of reality inaugurated by the incarnation
and Nativity of the Son of God.
As Christians living in a world
of flux and change, sin and
sorrow, we stand, as it were,
on the border between the old
reality, which is passing away,
and the new reality manifest
in Christ and his Church, and
each believer.

James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes
of the Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more
than 250 words and should
include the writer’s name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of the author
and are not necessarily those
of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Letters containing plainly
misstated facts, misinformation or libelous statements
will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed.
Letters may be edited. Send
letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver, CO 80210
or fax to 303-715-2045. Email us at:
editor@archden.org.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Dec. 9-12: International Congress on the Church in the Americas, organized by the Pontifical Commission for
Latin America and the Knights of Columbus, Rome

CORRECTION
A story on priestly vestments in last week’s issue incorrectly identified a vestment color approved for Good
Friday. Priestly vesture for Good Friday is red. The Denver Catholic Register apologizes for the error and for
any confusion it may have caused.
In an education story in last week’s issue, the number of students at St. Mary School Greeley was listed incorrectly. There are 184 students in the school, represented by 118 families. The Denver Catholic Register
apologizes for the error.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

BY PETER WESTHOFF

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St.
Teresa of Avila. For each question there
is one right answer. Each quiz will have
one question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None of the
Above.” This week’s quiz covers Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) Nos.
198-231.

May this holy season of Advent find us
growing in our faith and love of God
whose Word was made flesh and dwells
among us.

On Dec. 6 we celebrate St. Nicholas. He
reminds us always to be thankful for the
gift of faith.
1. The Apostle’s Creed begins with “I believe in God,” what adjective(s) is (are)
added before “God” in the Nicene Creed?
A. a living
B. one
C. the eternal
D. an omnipotent
E. NOTA
2. A list of some attributes of God are
given (202) including “unchangeable.”
What term is often used in place of “unchangeable”?
A. ubiquitous
B. ineffable
C. immutable
D. omniscient
E. NOTA
3. To whom did God reveal his name, “I
AM”?
A. Noah
B. Abraham
C. Moses
D. David
E. NOTA
4. What is the Septuagint?
A. The translation of the Old Testament
into Greek done between 250 B.C. and
100 B.C.
B. The group of 12 translators of the Hebrew and Aramaic text of the Old Testament done in Egypt.
C. The adaptation of the ancient Old Testament books by the primitive Christian
Church.
D. The books of the Old Testament which
Protestants reject.
E. NOTA
5. Being itself is also reality itself and,
ontologically, truth itself. As St. John the
Apostle declared:

“But you, beloved, build yourselves up in
your most holy faith”—Jude 20
A. I give thanks for your faithfulness.
B. The sum of your word is truth.
C. God is light and in him there is no
darkness.
D. True doctrine was in his mouth, and no
dishonesty was found upon his lips.
E. NOTA
6. God has also revealed himself as love.
Through which of the prophets did he
say, “I have loved you with an everlasting love”?
A. Amos
B. Isaiah
C. Jonah
D. Daniel
E. NOTA
7. Turning away from whatever turns us
away from God is known as this:
A. repulsion
B. a cold shoulder
C. detachment
D. Christian frugality
E. NOTA
8. Which of the following should flow
from us since everything comes from
God?
A. penance
B. ambiguity
C. creativity
D. thanksgiving
E. NOTA
9. St. Augustine said, “If you understood
him it would not be God.” What can we
conclude from this statement?
A. Despite Revelation, God remains a
mystery.
B. Man’s intellect is not to be trusted.
C. To know God is to love him.
D. All knowledge is a kind of false god.
E. NOTA
10. Why are Christians considered
monotheistic?
A. Because we believe in the divinity of
Christ.
B. Because we love our neighbors as ourselves.
C. Because we are unified as one body.
D. Because we pray for the living and the
dead.
E. NOTA
1. B, 2. C, 3. C, 4. A, 5. C, 6. B, 7. C, 8. D,
9. A, 10. E—we believe in one God

The gift of growing in faith

YEAR OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE

Next week’s quiz covers CCC Nos. 232248.
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Pontiff will make Twitter
debut with @pontifex
BY ESTEFANIA AGUIRRE

VATICAN CITY(CNA/EWTN
News)—Pope Benedict XVI’s
Twitter account will be @pontifex
and will start on Dec. 12, the feast
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Vatican representatives announced.
The news of the 85-year-old
tweeting came out weeks ago,
but officials finally revealed the
account’s name and that it will
be launched on the Marian feast
day.
Instead of informing people of
his favorite band and other trivia, the pope’s goal will be to impart spiritual messages to people around the globe.
The official announcement of
the account was made at a Dec.
3 news conference.
Greg Burke, who was recently
appointed media advisor to the
Holy See’s Secretary of State, explained that the name was chosen because “pontifex” means

both “pope and bridge builder,”
and the Holy Father desires to
reach out to everyone with the
initiative.
On Dec. 12, Pope Benedict will
personally tweet, but after that
assistants will tweet content he
approves.
The pope’s account is expected to be launched at around
noon, after the weekly general
audience, and the inaugural day
will feature answers to a handful
of chosen questions related to
faith, in honor of the ongoing
Year of Faith.
The account will include
tweets in seven languages besides English. Those languages
are Spanish, Arabic, German,
Polish, French, Portuguese and
Italian.
Currently 1 billion people or
one-seventh of the world’s population uses Facebook, in contrast
with Twitter’s 500 million users.

Pope calls on bishops to run charities better
BY ESTEFANIA AGUIRRE

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—Pope Benedict XVI has
released an apostolic letter on
charitable activities that asks
bishops to improve their supervision of local charities and ensure
that these groups’ work does not
contradict Catholic teaching.
The pope’s six-page letter, released Dec. 1, notes the duty of
the diocesan bishops and parish
priests to see that in charitable
service the faithful “are not led
into error or misunderstanding.”
Bishops and parish priests
“are to prevent publicity being
given through parish or diocesan structures to initiatives
which, while presenting themselves as charitable, propose
choices or methods at odds with
the Church’s teaching,” he said.
Benedict XVI’s motu proprio
letter, a document written on
the pope’s own initiative, gives
new regulations on how to better organize the Church’s charitable activities.
“I intend to provide an organic
legislative framework for the better overall ordering of the various
organized ecclesial forms of the
service of charity,” said the pope,

referring to those organizations
closely related to the ministry of
the bishop and the “diaconal nature” of the Church.
“These works should always
be welcomed by the Church’s
leaders as a sign of the sharing of
all the faithful in the mission of
the Church,” he added.
The pope noted that the diversity of those initiatives is “a
manifestation of the freedom of
the baptized, who use their own
unique gifts to respond to the
call of charity.”
The pontiff said that these initiatives must adhere to Catholic
teaching, conform to the intentions of the faithful and respect
legitimate civil regulation,
adding that it is the bishops’ responsibility to ensure this.
“Above all it’s important to remember that practical actions
are never enough,” he said.
“Charity must express a genuine love for people, a love animated by a personal encounter
with Christ,” Pope Benedict said,
warning that Catholic charities
must avoid becoming “just another form of organized social
assistance.
“In carrying out charitable

works the Catholic organizations shouldn’t limit themselves
merely to collecting and distributing funds, but should also
show special concern for individuals in need,” he continued.
“They should exercise a valuable educational function within the Christian community,
helping people to appreciate the
importance of sharing, respect
and love in the spirit of the
Gospel of Christ.”
The pope had specific praise
for the international Catholic
charity Caritas, which works in
disaster relief and in human development. He said that Caritas
is an organization that has
earned the esteem and trust of
people around the world for its
“generous and consistent witness of faith and ability to respond to the needs of the poor.
“The bishop is to encourage in
every parish of his territory the
creation of a local Caritas service
or a similar body, which will also
promote in the whole community educational activities aimed
at fostering a spirit of sharing
and authentic charity,” he said.
The U.S. members of Caritas
are Catholic Relief Services and
Catholic Charities U.S.A.

Stefanick
From Page 3
…This has been the story of
the martyrs through the centuries.”
If we put the kingdom of
God first, there are certain
things we simply can’t tolerate, overlook or forgive from
our politicians—regardless of
what side of the party line
we’re on. Along those lines,
one shouldn’t assume the Republican Party will remain
pro-life or that they will actually do anything other than
campaign on life-principles to
get our votes. I heard more
talk about the economy than
ethical issues by far in the last
Republican campaign. Will
Republicans hold their elected
officials accountable when
they slack on these issues to
get more votes in 2016?
So, my simple plea to the 42
percent sitting with me every
Sunday is this: please speak
up. If your vote was for the
noble principles of the Democratic Party and not the destruction of life, marriage and
religious liberty, you didn’t
make those priorities known
to our elected officials on Nov.
6. You have a grave obligation
to make it known now. We all
do.

Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of
youth outreach for YDisciple.
Stefanick’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register.
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Vatican II: more relevant now than ever
BY JAMES CAVANAGH

During this Year of Faith
Pope Benedict XVI has encouraged us to learn more
about Vatican II by reading its
texts, which, he said, “have
lost nothing of their value or
brilliance.”
Vatican II was the most important religious event of the
20th century. The size and
scope of the council was unprecedented. Bishops—2,860
of them—from 116 countries
participated in all or part of
the sessions, which occurred
each fall from 1962-1965. To
compare, only about 200 bishops were present at the largest
session of the Council of Trent
(1545-1563).
Vatican II was unique. It
wasn’t convened to deal with a
theological or some other crisis. When the council opened
on Oct. 11, 1962, the Church
was vibrant, growing and selfconfident.
Catholic schools were full,
vocations were up, and 80 percent of Catholics attended
Mass every Sunday. Today,
that figure is around 25 percent. Archbishop Fulton
Sheen and his popular television show “Life is Worth Living,” exemplified the joyful
confidence of the Church just
before the council and John F.
Kennedy had just been elected the first Catholic president
in U.S. history.
Why then a council? Things
were going well, but dark
clouds were on the horizon.
New technologies, such as
“the Pill,” mass communication, space flight and the
atomic bomb bred new attitudes and engendered new
fears. The world was on the
brink of revolutionary change.
The Church had to find new
ways to reach modern man
with the unchangeable truth
of the Gospel. Vatican II was
essentially evangelistic.

Pro-life
From Page 3

“Priests can’t be in the back
of the crowd prodding people
to move forward,” explained
the parochial vicar at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Latin Rite
Parish in Littleton. “The priest
leads the sheep as the shepherd and we are to be up front
and center.”
Father Hearty has been
front and center at Denver’s
Planned Parenthood headquarters—celebrating some
11 Masses outside the abortion facility since last spring.
“If we want the conversion
of hearts regarding the morality and dignity of life,” he said,
“then (we) need to use the

VATICAN II
RESOURCES
Vatican II documents are
available online at: www.
vatican.va (click on “Resource
Library” at the bottom of the
page).
Key document to read:
Constitution on the Church
(“Lumen Gentium”)
Vatican II class: starts in January. Call 303-715-3107 for information.

While modernity was clearly on the minds of the council
Fathers, there was no intention to “modernize” the
Church by changing her
teachings. On the contrary,
“The greatest concern of the
council,” Blessed John XXIII
said, “is that the sacred deposit of Christian doctrine
should be guarded and taught
more efficaciously.”
The tone of the council was
also unique. Prior councils had
been essentially legislative and
judicial assemblies. They clarified doctrines and condemned
heresies. Vatican II, however,
sought to deal with “fallacious
teaching, opinions and dangerous concepts” with “the medicine of mercy rather than that
of severity” as John XXIII put it.
The Church, he continued,
“meets the needs of the present
day by demonstrating the validity of her teaching rather by
condemnations.”
The key to reaching the
modern world with the
Gospel, according to the council, is the liturgy. The council’s
first document, “Sacrosanctum Concilium,” says “The
liturgy . . . is the outstanding
means whereby the faithful
may express in their lives and
manifest to others, the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church.”

means available: liturgy,
sacraments, prayer and sacrifice.”
He started arranging public
prayer vigils during his first
priestly assignment in Little
Rock, Ark. There he gathered
with parishioners for a weekly
rosary outside the local abortion clinic. Since coming to
Colorado, his involvement has
increased.
“God has placed people and
suggestions in my path,” he
said, including a parishioner
who suggested the parish lead
a monthly prayer group across
the street from Planned Parenthood.
“Almost three years later
we’re still going strong,” he
said.
Celebrating monthly Mass-

To accomplish this, it said,
the “fully conscious and active
participation” of the faithful
was the aim “to be considered
above all else.” The primary
way of achieving this was
through instruction. But allowing greater use of the vernacular was another way to
encourage more “conscious
and active participation.” The
council Fathers never envisioned the abolition of Latin.
“The readings and some
prayers and chants,” they
said, could be read in the vernacular, but added “the use of
the Latin language is to be
preserved in the Latin rite.”
With respect to music it said
“The Church acknowledges
Gregorian chant as specially
suited to the Roman liturgy:
therefore, other things being
equal, it should be given pride
of place in liturgical services”
(emphasis added). Other
kinds of music, especially
polyphony (think, Palestrina),
and to some extent indigenous music in mission lands,
could also be used, the document said.
The Second Vatican Council
might seem like ancient history, but in many ways it’s more
relevant now than ever. During this Year of Faith, make an
effort to learn more about Vatican II. All 16 council documents are available at
www.vatican.va (click on “Resource Library” at the bottom
of the page).
If you read just one document this year, read the Constitution on the Church, “Lumen Gentium.” A six-part
class on Vatican II will be offered at the John Paul II center
starting in January. Call 303715-3107 for more information.
James Cavanagh is director
of Evangelization and Catechesis for metro-area parishes
of the Denver Archdiocese.

es outside Planned Parenthood was an inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, he said.
“The Masses, which have
been well-attended, demonstrate our greater understanding that in the battle against
abortion, we wrestle ‘not
against flesh and blood, but
against … the rulers of the
world of darkness’ (Eph 6:12).
“Once we grasp and believe
this reality then we’re half-way
there,” he said. “This fight for
the dignity of life will not be
won until we open our eyes
and fight this spiritual battle
on the supernatural level.”
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Celebrating Advent in the home
BY JENNIFER UEBBING

Advent is upon us. While the world
seems to be a frenzy of Christmas shopping, traveling, decorating and entertaining, the Church presents us with a
unique traditional alternative: a season
of reflection, preparation and penance
as we anticipate the birth of Christ.
Contrary to popular practice and belief, Advent is more than a frantic countdown to Christmas. Even some
Catholics may not fully understand the
penitential spirit of the pre-Christmas
season as a time of fasting, prayer and
almsgiving meant to prepare the faithful
for Christ’s birth. These traditional Advent practices date back to the earliest
days of the Church.
The more faithfully the season of Advent is observed, the more joyful the
season of Christmas will be. Without a
time of fasting and self-denial, the joy of
Christmas becomes routine and loses
its value as a sacred feast.
The Church encourages participation
at weekday Masses during Advent, because in the Eucharist we find the
source and goal of our Advent preparation: Christ himself, whose sacrifice reconciles us with God.
The following are some further ideas
and popular traditions for making Advent a time of anticipation and preparation for the joy and mystery of Christmas:
The Advent wreath – This tradition,
which has its roots in Germany, is probably the best-recognized Advent custom. A wreath made of evergreens symbolizes the many years from the time of
Adam to the time of Christ, during
which the world awaited its redeemer. It
also represents the years that the
Church has continued to anticipate
Christ’s second and final coming. The
wreath holds four candles: the three
purple ones lit for the “penitential” Sundays, and one pink candle for Gaudete
Sunday, the joyful third Sunday in Advent.
The empty manger – Many families
set out an incomplete Nativity scene,
leaving the manger empty in anticipation of the arrival of baby Jesus. As the
Advent season progresses, acts of charity and good deeds are rewarded with
pieces of straw or paper with which chil-
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CONTRARY to popular practice and belief, Advent is more than a frantic countdown
to Christmas. Even some Catholics may not fully understand the penitential spirit of
the pre-Christmas season, as a time of fasting, prayer and almsgiving meant to prepare the faithful for Christ's birth.
dren can line the empty manger,
preparing a soft bed for the Christ child.
The more good deeds and sacrifices
they undertake, the softer and more
comfortable the baby Jesus will be in his
humble crib.
St. Nicholas Day – The feast of St.
Nicholas is Dec. 6. On the evening of Dec.
5, each child puts out an empty shoe in

the hope that the kind bishop—with his
miter, staff and bag of gifts —will pay a
visit. The modern-day figure of Santa
Claus is modeled after this real-life early
Christian hero from the fourth century.
Many families give small gifts on both St.
Nicholas Day and Christmas Day.
The Jesse tree – The Jesse tree recalls
Christ’s ancestry through symbols, relating Scripture to salvation history by
showing the progress from creation to
the birth of Christ. The tree can be an
actual dried branch or bundle of
branches, or can be cut from paper or
cardboard. Each day of the advent season is represented by a figure from
Scripture, as history advances toward
the arrival of humanity’s Savior.
Blessing of the Christmas tree – In
blessing the tree, which will be decorated and shelter gifts, we are reminded of
the significance that the “tree” plays in
our Catholic faith. Point out to your children that our first parents, Adam and
Eve, were forbidden from eating from
the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
and that Christ paid the ultimate price
for our redemption by hanging on a
“tree,” the cross, which is also referred to
as the “tree of life.”
The legend of the Christmas tree has its
roots in many cultures. In the eighth century, St. Boniface gave the balsam fir tree
to the Druids in place of the oak tree,
which was the symbol of a pagan idol.
“The fir tree is the wood of peace, the
sign of an endless life with its evergreen
branches,” the saint told them. “It
points to heaven. It will never shelter
deeds of blood, but rather be filled with
loving gifts and rites of kindness.” Other
traditional explanations compare the
evergreen tree, which never loses its
leaves, to the eternal life and hope
which is found in Christ.
However you choose to observe the
season, remember: the patience and
penance of Advent will open your heart
to the joy of Christmas!
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Catholic Foundation tips for year-end giving help ministries and oneself
BY JEAN TORKELSON

To make the most prudent
use of one’s earthly treasures,
givers may want to consider
the end of 2012 as a wise
deadline for contributing to
charities and causes, according to The Catholic Foundation of Northern Colorado.
That’s because the new year
will ring in a slew of tax policies and regulations that most
likely will redirect more money into government coffers
and leave far less for personal
financial plans and private
giving.
“Planning now might make
good sense in order to maximize the benefits currently
available,” said Bud Laber, the
recently retired president of
the foundation. “The future is
uncertain, but we know what
the benefits are in 2012.”
In a recent interview, Laber
and his successor, Deacon
Steve Stemper, who took the
foundation’s reins Nov. 1, discussed how donors might
navigate the rocky economic
terrain of 2013. The challenges include a looming “fiscal cliff” and a succession of
tax minefields, many still hidden.

The issue is a pressing one
for the donors and patrons
who contribute to the foundation, whose mission is to gather, manage and disperse
donor gifts to the many hundreds of programs and causes
that make up the Archdiocese
of Denver and its parishes and
missions, as well as other
Catholic organizations. Before
making any financial decisions, Laber and Deacon
Stemper advised that donors
always consult their own tax
and financial advisors.
However, in a time of great
economic uncertainty, one
fact seems unavoidably stark.
“It’s unlikely that deductions for charitable contributions will get better,” Deacon
Stemper said.
But both men stressed that
the issue is deeper than simply making an economic
deadline. The Christian’s call
to stewardship is only partly
about earthly timing; it is also
about what the foundation
calls “inspired planning and
giving.”
“We are called to return to
God and his people some of
what we have received, and
we encourage people to think
about this as they are reflect-

ing, post-Thanksgiving, on all
they have to be grateful for,”
Deacon Stemper said. “The
generosity we receive from
God’s hands, and some of
what we have received, we are
called to return to God and his
people.”

“… give alms. Provide
moneybags for yourselves
that do not wear out, an
inexhaustible treasure in
heaven.”
—Luke 12:33-34

Buy time while the clock ticks
However, to make the most
of giving back, donors would
be wise to do so on the
bedrock of 2012. For example,
one of the most common
donor vehicles at the foundation is the donor advised
fund, in which the giver sets
up a fund to benefit specific
missions or organizations in
the future while generating a
current tax deduction. In
2012, that amount is still fully
deductible.
Making the 2012 deal even
sweeter, any contribution
made this year to a donor ad-

vised fund doesn’t need to be pledge support is A New Hardispersed in 2012—the giver vest campaign, which is raishas time, over the course of fu- ing millions, over five years, to
ture years, to direct
endow the archdiocehow and where their
san seminaries and
donation is dispersed.
make direly needed
“That is key,” Laber
building
improvesaid.
ments. But instead of
As another examsticking to the original
ple, if a giver has been
five-year plan, donors
making donations to
might consider that
their parish on a
they could satisfy a
BUD LABER
monthly or yearly bapledge and pay it off
sis, they might conbefore year’s end and
sider bundling up as
be assured of tax benmany future payefits.
ments as possible beStock gifts are anfore the end of 2012.
other category of givOf course if a donor
ing, and this year, esis making a straightpecially for people
forward, one time gift
with significant portfoto a parish or group, DEACON STEVE lios, the decision to act
they may prefer to
before the end of the
STEMPER
work directly with the
year may be advantarecipient, Deacon Stemper geous. That’s because, as Deasaid. But the kind of complex con Stemper noted, significant
financial gift giving and plan- gains in the stock market in
ning flexibility that is best 2012 allow investors the opporstretched over several years is tunity to contribute the apprea major advantage of using ciated stock and get the value
the foundation’s expertise.
of the stock as a complete deEven financial pledges, duction. Otherwise, they will
made months or even years have to pay capital gains taxes
ago, might benefit from a 2012 when the appreciated stock is
makeover. One current exam- liquidated.
ple of a major campaign that
Other complex stewardship
has attracted enthusiastic options, which include be-

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS

Deacon Joseph Babish, reappointed to Diaconate Personnel Board,
effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1,
2015.
Deacon Richard Borda, appointed
deacon at Shrine of St. Anne Parish
in Arvada in addition to duties at
Buckley Air Force Base as assigned
by the Archbishop of Military Services, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon George Brown, reappointed to Diaconate Personnel Board,
effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1,
2015.

Deacon Philip Criste, reappointed
director of the Central-West St.
Deacon Timon Region, effective
Dec. 1, 2012 until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Robert Cropp, reappointed
deacon at St. Thomas More Parish
in Centennial, effective Dec. 1, 2012
and appointed director of the Southeast St. Deacon Philip Region, effective Dec. 1, 2012 until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Peter Dang, reappointed
deacon at Queen of Vietnamese
Martyrs Parish in Wheat Ridge, and
released from Deacon Personnel

Board responsibilities, effective
Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Jerome Durnford, reappointed director of the Northeast
St. Deacon Nicanor Region, effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon William Ertmer, relieved of
duties as director of the Mountain
St. Deacon Paramenas Region, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Gregory Frank, reappointed
director of the Southwest Deacon
Nicholas of Antioch Region, effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1, 2015.

Deacon Philip Harrington, granted
six months of sabbatical leave, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon William Hastings, reappointed director of the Plains St.
Deacon Prochorus Region, effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Martin Hetzel, reappointed
deacon at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish in Boulder, effective Dec. 1,
2012.
Deacon Gerald Kotas, reappointed
deacon at Our Lady of the Pines
Parish in Conifer, effective Dec. 1,
2012.
Deacon Kevin Leiner, reappointed
deacon at Notre Dame Parish in
Denver, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon David Luksch, reappointed
deacon at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Boulder, and reappointed
director of the Northwest St. Deacon Stephen Region effective Dec.
1, 2012 until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Gregory “Dusty” Martin,
reappointed deacon at St. Pius X
Parish in Aurora, effective Dec. 1,
2012.
Deacon William Martinez, appointed
to Diaconate Personnel Board, effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Joseph Meilinger, appointed deacon at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Loveland, effective
Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon James Moat, appointed director of the Mountain St. Deacon
Paramenas Region effective Dec. 1,
2012 until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon John Neal, granted sixmonth extension of sabbatical
leave, effective Nov. 25, 2012.

Deacon Alan Rastrelli, relieved of
duties as director of the Southeast
St. Deacon Philip Region, effective
Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Ronald Roderick, reappointed deacon at Christ the King Parish
in Evergreen, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Mark Salvato, released
from duties at the Office of the Diaconate and appointed deacon at
St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Andrew Sanchez, reappointed deacon at St. Mary Parish
in Greeley, effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Henry Sandoval, reappointed deacon at Guardian Angels
Parish in Denver, effective Dec. 1,
2012.
Deacon Steven Stemper, reappointed deacon at St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial, effective
Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Walter Sweeney, released
from duties at St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in Denver and appointed deacon at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Boulder, effective
Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Chet Ubowski, reappointed
deacon at St. Frances Cabrini
Parish in Littleton and to the Diaconate Personnel Board, effective
Dec. 1, 2012 until Dec. 1, 2015.
Deacon Andrew Usera, released
from duties at the Office of the Diaconate and appointed deacon at
Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora,
effective Dec. 1, 2012.
Deacon Steven Vallero, reappointed
to Diaconate Personnel Board, effective Dec. 1, 2012, until Dec. 1, 2015.
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Before making any financial decisions,
consult your tax and financial advisor.
To contact The Catholic Foundation:
call 303-468-9885 or 1-866-4371842 or visit www.TheCatholic
Foundation.com

quests in wills, and donations of life insurance, annuities and retirement assets, also might be best made within
the relatively stable boundaries of
2012.
Yet in the midst of worldly planning,
Christians must always stay fixed on
where their true treasure really is, Deacon Stemper said.
“One passage of Scripture I particularly love because of its promise for us
is Luke 12:33-34,” Deacon Stemper
said. “‘… give alms. Provide moneybags for yourselves that do not wear
out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven.’
“This whole conversation is about
helping people through their generosity
of giving to others, and helping them
build treasure for themselves in heaven
while doing so,” he added. “Isn’t that a
beautiful concept to remember?”
Jean
Torkelson:
303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

THINKING IT THROUGH
BY JEAN TORKELSON
Jim Davis, 67, is a successful Denver
businessman in the corrugated paper industry. Since his semi-retirement, he has
continued to serve on a number of nonprofit boards of Catholic organizations,
including ENDOW. A longtime Catholic
Foundation donor, Davis offers tips on
stewardship, taxes and year-end giving.
Q: Is it prudent, tax-wise, to consider gifting stocks in 2012?
A: No question, the capital gains tax is
going in a northward direction—up! So the
next 30 days is a great opportunity to
gift stocks which have appreciated in value. There is no taxation if it is a charitable gift.
Q: Is there an alternative view?
A: Stockbrokers might recommend selling the stock before year’s end. My personal philosophy is: I don’t sell anything
unless I need the money. Instead, we’re
gifting, to support the organizations that
deserve it.
Q: Why do you give through The Catholic
Foundation?
A: For a number of reasons. On a practical
level, just like a brokerage account, you
can open up an account with no startup
costs, give your account a personalized
name, or remain anonymous if you
choose. Plus, your gift can be done electronically and the foundation will keep
records for you, so you have a good, accurate accounting of all your transactions.
Of course, the personal reasons are just
as important. By entrusting our money to
The Catholic Foundation, we know our
gifts will be used to benefit the organizations that reflect our values and our faith.
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On Holy Family feast, Meeker
church to celebrate 100 years
BY JULIE FILBY

In 1911 construction began on Holy
Family Church at 889 Park Ave. in the
northwestern Colorado town of Meeker. Denver architects Aaron Gove and
Thomas Walsh, who were finishing the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Denver at the time, were paid
$125 to design it.
Built with bricks of red clay from the
area, that were fired on a local kiln, the
Romanesque church with a Gothic entry, colored glass windows, rose window and enclosed belfry was erected
to serve Catholics who had settled in
the rural ranching and agriculture
community founded in 1883.
On Dec. 30, the feast of the Holy
Family, parishioners will celebrate an
early centennial anniversary—the
church was dedicated July 6, 1913—
with Mass, brunch and presentations
highlighting the last 100 years.
“It’s the same centennial as the
cathedral,” Deacon Bill Ertmer told the
Denver Catholic Register. “Though
we’re a long way from the Mother
Church.”
Two hundred twenty five miles to be
exact. At that distance, Holy Family is
the second furthest church from the
cathedral in the Denver Archdiocese
(the furthest is St. Ignatius of Antioch
in Rangely, 60 miles west).
Holy Family Church sits at the edge
of the White River National Forest in
Rio Blanco County, home to the Flat
Tops Wilderness area, the White River,
and plenty of wildlife such as elk and
“deer all over town.”
“It’s a beautiful area,” said Father
James Fox, pastor since 2004, and
made up of residents that maintain an
active spirit and strong devotion to
their faith.
“People here are very dedicated to
the faith,” said Father Fox. “They take
ownership, and a lot of pride in their
church, and they do a good job expressing that in action.”
Examples of this action are seen not
only in its service to its 100-plus families, but to the larger community as
well, through the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, a weekly meal for the needy,
an annual Thanksgiving dinner and
involvement in ecumenical activities.
“(The church) is the center of our
faith,” said Deacon Ertmer. “It adds a
lot to the community.”
A popular tradition, since the founding of the mission church in 1905 by
Bishop Nicholas C. Matz, has been the
annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration.
Held every year on the Sunday closest
to the saint’s March 17 feast, the community gathers for … homemade noodles and chicken?
“We don’t serve corned beef because
at the time, you couldn’t get it,” explained Deacon Ertmer, a retired elementary school principal who has
lived in Meeker for nearly 40 years.
“People couldn’t afford it.”
The chicken and noodle recipe has
been passed down from generation to
generation.
The parish has been blessed with
“wonderful priests” through the years

PHOTO PROVIDED

HOLY Family Church in Meeker.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
IN MEEKER
Through the years
1883 Town of Meeker founded
1884 First Mass celebrated by pioneer
priest Father Edward Downey
1905 Holy Family Mission established
by Bishop Matz
1911 Construction started on church
1913 Church dedicated July 6
1978 Mission elevated to parish by
Archbishop Casey
2005 Celebrated centennial founding
with Archbishop Chaput

according to Deacon Ertmer. Prior to
Father Fox, Father Roger Lascelle
served as pastor from 1991-2004, preceded by Father Lawrence Solan 19861991, Father Bert Chilson 1983-1986
and the first pastor, after being elevated to a parish, was Father John
Schuneman 1978-1983.
Pastors have led several refurbishing
and remodeling projects since the
original construction, including addition of a parish hall in the 1980s; refurbishing the exterior in the ‘90s with a
grant from the Colorado Historical Society, and later renovating the interior
through additional grants. About five
years ago, the rose window was replaced with a replica made by a local
artisan.
Centennial events kick off Dec. 30
with a 9 a.m. bilingual Mass, celebrated by parochial vicar Father Geronimo
Gonzalez, who will be joined by Summit County pastor Father Randy
Dollins, who had his first priesthood
assignment at Holy Family. Mass will
be followed with brunch, presentations and fellowship at the nearby
Fairfield Center. All parishioners are
invited to sign up in the vestibule by
Dec. 16. For more information, call
970-878-3300.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123; julie.filby
@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DC
RegisterJulie

LO C A L N E W S l 1 3

DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER l DECEMBER 5, 2012

Catholic Charities announces interim president
In anticipation of the upcoming departure of Jonathan
J. Reyes, Catholic Charities’
current president and chief
executive officer, Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila has appointed Robert “Bob” Scott, current
chairman of the agency’s
board of directors, to serve as
interim president and CEO.
A retired audit and business
advisory partner of Arthur Andersen LLP, Scott practiced as
a certified public accountant
from 1972 until retiring in
2002. He joined Arthur Andersen in 1970 upon graduation
from Kansas State University
and was admitted to partnership in 1981.
Scott joined Catholic Charities’ board of directors in 2008
and has served as board treasurer, chairman of the finance
committee, and a member of
the executive committee at
various points throughout his
tenure.
“It is both an honor and a
privilege to be asked to serve
Catholic Charities as interim
president and CEO,” Scott

End times
From Page 1

end of November, when the
liturgical year is completed,
focus on the end times and
are apocalyptic in tone.
The “days of vengeance”
and prophesies of anguish
and fright should be considered in their historical context, said Ben Akers, director
of the Denver Catholic Biblical School and Catechetical
School.
“The language that Christ
uses in his Mount of Olives
discourse is deeply rooted in
images and symbolic language found in the prophetic
tradition of Israel in which he
firmly stands,” Akers said.
“The language wasn’t primarily about the end of the world
on a macro level, but was
highly charged language to
describe the ‘ending’ of a particular city or nation’s ‘world.’
In the worlds of the Old and
New Testaments, time was
kept by observing the cycles of
the sun, moon and stars.”

Theology
From Page 2
needy is about 30 cents to the
dollar.
Archbishop Aquila also
touched on the issue of universal health care, indicating
that the concept is good in
principle, but not if it forces
Christians to violate their consciences.
Afterwards, 22-year-old Erica
Mathews, who attended with
her husband, Johnny, also 22,

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY DENVER CATHOLIC CHARITIES

ROBERT “Bob” Scott has
been named interim president and CEO of Denver
Catholic Charities.
said. “With God’s help, I will
do my best to help our dedicated and talented staff to
maintain our ministries and

CHRIST’S SECOND
COMING IN
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 24
Mark 13
Luke 21
1 Thessalonians 4-5
The Book of Revelation

The second theme is a description of the coming of
Christ himself.
“After that, men will see the
Son of Man coming on a cloud
with great power and glory.
When these things happen,
stand erect and hold your
heads high, for your deliverance is near at hand” (Luke
21:27-28).
The apostle John goes into
more detail in Revelation.
“It’s the most complete theology of history that the Scriptures offer,” Father Hoeck
said. “He goes into lengthy
discussions of the anthology
of history, discussing the ongoing battle of the lamb and
said she appreciated the archbishop’s “personal touch.”
“It’s nice to have his message brought down to our level rather than just hear it from
the altar,” she said.
Earlier in the evening, former college buddies Teddy
Ariniello and Sean McDevitt,
both 28, said they began attending Theology on Tap
evenings during Archbishop
Chaput’s era. Now both are
busy with their careers and as
husbands and fathers, but
they decided to come down to

further the mission of
Catholic Charities in Colorado.”
Scott’s interim responsibilities will take effect Dec. 7, the
final day of Reyes’ tenure.
Reyes has led the agency
since 2009. He was named executive director of the Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
in September.
“We could not be more
pleased with this interim
arrangement,” Reyes said. “Bob
is an accomplished businessman with a sincere commitment to serving those in need.
His diverse experience of leadership from within our board of
directors has allowed him to
build strong relationships with
our senior staff and to acquire
detailed knowledge of our mission and ministries. I have
complete confidence that he
will lead the agency with great
skill and integrity.”
Catholic Charities continues
to oversee the executive search
for a permanent replacement.
dragon, the forces of good and
evil.”

Be alert
Christ does not act as a seer,
Pope Benedict XVI said in his
address Nov. 18, when discussing the end times with his
apostles.
“On the contrary, he wishes
to prevent his disciples in
every epoch from being curious about dates and predictions; he wants … to point out
to them the right way on
which to walk, today and in
the future, to enter eternal
life,” he said.
These readings and predictions about the end shouldn’t
cause anxiety but prompt
Catholics to consider the
question, “How would I live if
I knew I was going to die today?”
“On a spiritual level, we
should all have a ‘plan’ in
place for keeping a healthy
spiritual life,” Akers said.
“This would include commitments like staying in the grace
of the Lord, frequenting the
sacraments, especially consee the new archbishop and
catch up with each other.
“It gives you a good sense of
community,” said Ariniello, a
financial advisor. “In our regular lives it’s hard to talk about
your faith.”
Added McDevitt, an electrical engineer, “Here we can enjoy a beer or two and learn
how we can engage the
world.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-7153122;
www.twitter.com/DC
Register

‘Late Nite’ fun draws 400 to
‘Catechism,’ helps students
The Nov. 16 Evening of
Hope gala, an event of the
Seeds of Hope Charitable
Trust, was a great success with
more than 400 guests furthering the organization’s mission
to help low-income students
receive a quality Catholic education.
Actress Nonie NewtonBreen gave a hilarious performance as Sister Regina
Thérèse from the award-winning show “Late Nite Catechism.” The gala also included
an inspiring talk by former
Seeds of Hope scholarship recipient Patricia Olivas who attended St. Francis de Sales
School and is now a freshman
at Regis University. The Assumption School choir performed and the second annual Sister LaVonne Guidoni
Award was presented to 10year Seeds of Hope volunteer
Joanne Horne.
For more information about
Seeds of Hope, visit www.seedfession and the Eucharist,
praying every day, being faithful to our vocation and the duties attached to it, (including)
the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy.”
The sacraments, especially
the Eucharist, are eschatological in character and orient us
to communion with God. So
the Church’s message to the
faithful is to not have a fatalistic or despairing view of the
future, but to be watchful and
hopeful for that unity with
Christ.
Until then, living in communion with Christ and the
Church and not giving into
the distractions of the present
culture are important, he said.
“Watchfulness means focus.

FORMER Denver Nuggets
player and coach Bill Hanzlik
and his wife Maribeth, Seeds
of Hope executive director,
pose for a photo with student
speaker Patricia Olivas, a
freshman at Regis University
who attended St. Francis de
Sales School with aid from
Seeds of Hope.

sofhopetrust.org, call 303-7153186 or email JustinZ@seeds
ofhopetrust.org.

You can do all the things of
this world as long as your eyes
are kept on Christ,” Father
Hoeck said.
St. Thérèse of Lisieux is a
prime example for how
Catholics can approach the
end. She said on her deathbed
she looked forward with joy to
meeting Christ, her bridegroom.
“Catholics don’t have to be
afraid,” Father Hoeck said.
“On the contrary they should
be joyous. (St. Thérèse’s) note
of joy is a good antidote for
our times.”

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver
Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication. For more events, visit
www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES

Respect Life Mass and Rosary:
starts at Holy Ghost Church, 1900
California St., Denver. A rosary
and Divine Mercy chaplet will be
recited afterward outside
Planned Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th
Ave., Denver. Call 303-292-1556
for details.
Dec. 8: Mass at 8 a.m.;
rosary at 9:15 a.m.

Healing Service and Praise Mass:
at Presentation of Our Lady
Parish, 695 Julian St., Denver. For
details, call 303-432-2694.
Dec. 8: 6 p.m.

Theology on Tap: for young
adults will host guest speaker
Dave Dinuzzo with The King’s Men
at Katie Mullen’s Restaurant and
Pub, 1550 Court Place, Denver. He
will speak on "The Porn Problem”
and offer a practical and candid
take on porn, its effects, and how
to help others trapped in it.

Bake Sale and Tour: at Holy
Protection of the Mother of God
Byzantine Catholic Church, 1201
S. Elizabeth St., Denver. St.
Nicholas will give candy to children and a bake sale will be held
after the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy.
There will also be tours of the
church. Call 303-778-8283 for
more information.

Dec. 10: 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 16: 11:15 a.m.-1 p.m.

Introduction to Mysticism: class
led by Sister Ana Cloughly at
Benet Hill Monastery, 3190 Benet
Lane, Colorado Springs. The class
will address the roots of mysticism, why it’s a Christian tradition and if it’s possible to become a mystic. Cost is $50. Register at registrations@benethill
monastery.org or call 719-6330655 ext. 132.

Quilt Raffle for Church
Renovation: at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish, 5612 S. Hickory
St., Littleton. See the quilt at
www.olmcfssp.org/cms. Purchase
raffle tickets at the church office, online or by calling 303-7038538.
Dec. 16: 12:30 p.m. raffle

Dec. 7 and 14: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Shrine
of St. Anne Church, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada.
Dec. 16: 6 p.m.

Cookie Walk: to purchase food,
gifts and crafts at Our Lady of
the Pines Church, 9444 Eagle
Cliff Road, Conifer. Call 303-8380338 for details.
Dec. 8: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Organ Concert: by Alan Dominicci
at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St. Denver. Short lecture on
program beforehand at 2:45 p.m.
No cost but donations accepted.
Call 303-831-7010 for details.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Vocation Discernment Retreat:
with the sisters of the
Community of the Beatitudes at
2924 W. 43rd Ave., Denver.
Women ages 18-33 are invited to
join in Vespers, Mass, teaching,
meals, testimony and spiritual direction. Cost is $5. Register by
calling 720-301-3712. Visit
www.beatitudes.us for details.
Dec. 8: 7:15 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Men’s Advent Retreat: for men
interested in learning more about
the call to diocesan priesthood at
St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Attend Mass, have lunch
with seminarians and a Q-and-A
with Archbishop Aquila. No cost.
Register at www.priest4christ.
com.
Dec. 16: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Dec. 24: 11:30 p.m.

Dec. 16: 3 p.m.

DONATIONS

Limited copies for sale

Adopt an Elder: through HealthSET, a Centura Health-sponsored
organization for low-income senior citizens. Bring a Christmas
gift or make a one-time visit to a
senior or make a donation. Call
720-321-9327 or email maryann
may@centura.org to volunteer.
Starts in December

Christkindlmarkt, Festival and
Craft Fair: at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church, 11385 Grant
Drive, Northglenn. Call 303-4522041 for details.
Dec. 15-16: 9 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast: sponsored by
the men’s club at St. Michael the
Archangel Church, 19099 E. Floyd
Ave., Aurora. Held after select
Sunday masses. Call 303-6906797 for details.

New Year’s Eve Party: in Orleans
Hall at St. Joan of Arc Church,
12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada.
Young adults are invited to this
party which includes dinner, an
interactive murder mystery, adoration and midnight Mass. Cost is
$25 a ticket, with discounts for
students and the military. Call
303-420-1232 ext. 203 or email
elisabethk@saintjoancatholic.org
to reserve tickets or for more information.
Dec. 31: 7 p.m.-1 a.m.

Dec. 15: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

YEAR OF FAITH

Year of Faith Fridays: in the
parish hall at Holy Ghost Church,
1900 California St., Denver.
Discussion on Catechism and Vatican II documents in informal setting held on Fridays through May
24. Call 303-292-1156 for details.
Dec. 7: 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Christmas Choral Concert: by the
choir at Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St., Denver. The concert proceeds midnight Mass celebrated
by Archbishop Aquila. No cost but
donations accepted. Call 303-8317010 or email kmaclean@
denvercathedral.org for details.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS

History Book: on Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception titled “The Pinnacled
Glory of the West” reprinted in
commemoration of its 100th anniversary. Copies are available
for purchase by calling 303-5209986 or emailing archives@arch
den.org.

Toy Drive: for selected low-income children at Centro San Juan
Diego called Jugueton 2012 at
2830 Lawrence St., Denver. Bring
toys for children ages 3-12 for
pre-identified families in need.
The toy drive is a day for donors
and selected families to celebrate with activities including
photos with Santa Claus, a visit
from Colorado Rockies mascot
Dinger, a magician, puppet show
and a children's choir. Call 303295-9470 for more information.

Donations Needed: for the annual
Christmas party for Homeless
Youth held Dec. 7-9. Food, toiletries and presents needed for
teenagers expected at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in
Denver. Donated items may be
dropped off at Christ in the City’s
headquarters, 1840 Grant St. in
Denver. Call 303-952-9743 for details.

Parish Mission: with Catholic laymissionary Brendan Case at St.
Jude Church, 9405 W. Florida
Ave., Lakewood. Morning and
evening sessions on “Hearing the
Voice of God” and “Seeking the
Face of Jesus.” Donations accepted. No RSVP. For details, visit
www.saintjudelakewood.org or
call 303-988-6435.
Dec. 10-13: 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
and 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

ADVENT EVENTS

Advent Talk: on “Faith, Hope and
Charity” by Father Michael Carvill
in the parish hall at St. James
Church, 1311 Oneida St., Denver.
Call 303-322-7449 for details.
Dec. 6: 7 p.m.

Through Dec. 9

Dec. 16
Catholic Charities’ Turkey Drive:
to benefit the homeless and
those on verge of homelessness
at the Samaritan House Homeless
Shelter, 2301 Lawrence St., Denver. Deliver turkeys between 7
a.m. and 7 p.m. any day of the
week. Call 303-294-0241 or email
samaritanhouse@ccdenver.org for
details.

“Pilgrimage of the Soul”: Advent
retreat at Benet Hill Monastery,
3190 Benet Lane, Colorado
Springs. Gail Murphy will focus on
the Advent season’s spirit of humility. Cost is $35. Register at
www.benethillmonastery.org or
email registrations@benethill
monastery.org. Call 719-633-0655
ext. 132 for details.
Dec. 8: 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Through December
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School is grateful to serve

McCaffrey earns Brown Robe Benefit honors
Gatorade award friars’ work in Papua New Guinea

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN COURIER

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL eighth-grader Tanya Jauregui, serves
dinner with a smile to a guest at the school’s annual Thanksgiving dinner for area seniors Nov. 20.
St. Louis School, 3301 S.
Sherman St. in Englewood,
held its 30th annual Senior
Thanksgiving Dinner on Nov.
20. The event served 130 seniors. The dinner is provided
free to area senior citizens.
The traditional Thanksgiving menu included turkey,
stuffing, mashed potatoes and
gravy, and pie for dessert. Ingredients are donated by the
school families, the meal is
prepared by the faculty and
students serve as the wait
staff. Before the meal, Father

Robert Reycraft, pastor of St.
Louis Parish, offered a Mass of
healing in the church.
“(The event) is a highlight of
the year for St. Louis students,
families and staff as we put
our faith into action,” said Bill
Giddings, former St. Louis
School teacher and past principal
of
Mullen
and
Machebeuf high schools. “We
have the opportunity to share
our blessings with our community and to celebrate the
holiday with many seniors
who may be alone or in need.”

VALOR Christian High School
junior running back Christian
McCaffrey, son of former Denver Broncos wide receiver Ed
McCaffrey, led his team to the
Class 5A state title Dec. 1
against Cherokee Trail High
School by scoring the only
touchdown in the 9-0 game at
Sports Authority Field at Mile
High. McCaffrey was named the
Gatorade Company’s Colorado
Football Player of the Year Nov.
28 for his achievements in academics and athletics. McCaffrey
was also chosen for his volunteer work through the Dare to
Play Football Camp for Down
syndrome children and the
school’s ambassador program.
He is now a finalist for the company’s National Football Player
of the Year award. The McCaffrey family attends St. Thomas
More Church in Centennial.

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY CAPUCHIN MID-AMERICA PROVINCE

AT THE Oct. 26 Brown Robe Benefit, Capuchin postulants, from
left, Logan Christopher and Jordan Rojas stand with Father Felix Petrovsky, O.F.M. Cap., next to a statue of Blessed Peter
ToRot, Papua New Guineas’ first beatified saint.
More than 500 guests attended the 19th annual Brown
Robe Benefit at Wings Over
the Rockies Air & Space Museum on Oct. 26 to benefit the
Capuchin Franciscan friars of
Mid-America. The 2012 event
theme, “…and then came
dawn,” celebrated the Capuchins’ mission in Papua
New Guinea and the people
they serve. The event program

included live and silent auctions, dinner, a pre-recorded
greeting from Archbishop
Steve Reichert, O.F.M. Cap., of
Madang, Papua New Guinea,
and a video commemorating
the extensive work of the friars
since their arrival there in
1955. Mistress of Ceremonies
Adele Arakawa of 9News emceed the event for the 16th
year.

BOOK

What the Old West really looked like: author’s work highlights cowboy art for kids
BY JULIE FILBY

Fort Collins author and
longtime educator Linda Osmundson has combined her
love for Western Art and
teaching into a new series of
books.
“How the West Was Drawn”
is a two-volume collection—
“Cowboy Charlie’s Art” and
“Frederic Remington’s Art”—
highlighting the work of
Charles Marion Russell and
Frederic Remington.
“When researchers want to
know what the real American
West looked like before settlers
moved in and changed it forever,” she said, “they turn to the
art of Russell and Remington.”
Osmundson became interested in Russell’s art when she
received a gift of one of his
prints, “Doubtful Handshake”
while she and her husband
were living in Phoenix, Ariz.
“I read off and on about
both,” she said, expressing her
appreciation specifically for
Remington’s sculptures and
Russell’s authenticity because
“he lived the life.”

BOOK COVERS
Russell, known as “the cowboy artist” created more than
2,000 paintings of cowboys,
Indians, and landscapes in
the Western United States, in
addition to bronze sculptures.
He grew up in Missouri until
age 16, when he moved to
Montana where he settled
permanently.

Remington, a significant text for each picture includes
artist, illustrator, sculptor and interesting tidbits such as:
writer, also specialized in art- Russell painted one picture on
work depicting the Old West— cardboard he found between
concentrating on images of layers of crackers, and Remcowboys, Indians and
ington once gave an
the Cavalry. He priIndian
brave
a
marily lived back
woman’s knife.
East, in New York;
She hopes readers
though he traveled to
will “take away tools
the West and Midwest
to help them look at
inspired by its beauty.
art in the future.”
Osmundson would
Osmundson—a
like to see her books
Catholic,
mother of
LINDA
incorporated
into OSMUNDSON three grown sons and
classroom curriculum,
grandmother of sevparticularly at the third-, en—has written for several
fourth- and fifth-grader levels. publications on topics includShe has presented the books ing art, children, parenting,
at nearly 20 schools and seniors’ issues, teaching, relihopes to continue.
gious education and travel.
“I really want to get (the She has also contributed to
books) in schools,” she said. nine “Chicken Soup for the
“When the students study the Soul” books as well as Family
West, they can look at this art Circle. She has served as a doand know what the West really cent in four major art muselooked like.”
ums in Phoenix, Salt Lake
While the books were writ- City, Denver and Seattle—as
ten to target children ages 7- well as two galleries: Hearst
12, some say it is really for Gallery on the campus of St.
ages 7-107. Questions encour- Mary’s College, Moraga, Calif.,
age readers to see things the and
Loveland
Museum
casual viewer misses. Short Gallery in Loveland where she

‘HOW THE WEST
WAS DRAWN’
What: Two-book series on
Western art, targeted for children
Purchase: Barnes & Noble,
Amazon.com
Cost: $16.99 each
More information: Visit
www.lindaosmundson.com, call
970-206-0053, or email
linda@lindaosmundson.com

continues to lead tours today.
“How the West Was Drawn”
books can be purchased at
Barnes and Noble, Amazon.
com and other bookstores.
For more information on Osmundson or to schedule a
presentation for a school,
book club or other organization, visit www.lindaosmund
son.com or call 970-206-0053.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

