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Persecution reaches Denver Christians
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The persecution of Christians is increasing around the
world, especially in the Middle East. The impact extends
to Denver, home to several
hundred Christian families
which have roots in the
wartorn lands.
This month, the suffering of
the Church in the Middle East
is especially brought home to
the congregation at St. Rafka
Maronite Church, an Eastern
Catholic Church in full communion with Rome.
On Nov. 4, St. Rafka’s, in
Lakewood, celebrated the
start of the Maronite liturgical
year, a poignant time to recall
the ancient settling of Christians and its own establishment in Antioch. The year begins as a period of sanctifying
the Church to welcome the
birth of Christ and the beginning of the unfolding of the
Gospel message.
Yet 2,000 years after the
birth of Christ, the documented evidence reveals that millions of Christians have been
driven out of the Middle East
by radical Islamic forces.
On Nov. 11, St. Rafka’s will
hold a memorial service for a
young man whose extended
family worships at St. Rafka’s.
He was caught in the violence
of Syria and was targeted and
killed because of his Christian
identity.
“It’s gotten worse because
there is more fanaticism in the
world, in all the countries of
the Middle East … in Syria, we
have hundreds of churches
completely destroyed,” said
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“OUR roots are in the Holy Land,” Father Andre Mahanna, pastor of St. Rafka Maronite
Church, told his congregation Nov. 41, marking the start of the Maronite liturgical year.
Father Andre Mahanna, pastor of St. Rafka’s and a native
of Lebanon.

Sadness to go around
Father Mahanna shepherds
about 176 families at St. Rafka’s and is also spiritual father
to a nearby Orthodox church
with 300 families. In an interview Sunday with the Denver
Catholic Register, he estimated that, all told, he ministers
to 500 families in the Denver
metro area who are affected
by the attacks on Christianity
in their homelands.

BOOK

“There is enough sadness to
go around,” said Father Mahanna. “The sadness they carry is because they are aware of
the loss of identity—they are
not so worried about the loss
of culture, there is always a
way to celebrate one’s heritage—but it is the loss of the
identity of Christianity itself.”
Father Mahanna is a regional head of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis for
the Maronite Church in America, and is also active as a
leader of the Christian, Jewish
and Muslim Dialogue based at

the Angelicum in Rome. He
said he is in close contact with
a large Muslim community in
Denver, which also deplores
the violence.
“They share the same values
and the same sadness as we
do,” he said.
The loss of a Christian presence in the Middle East, the
birthplace of faith, is incalculable, he said.
“Consider what happens if
we Christians keep being persecuted in the Middle East,

See Persecution, Page 3
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The “door” that gives access to the other sacraments.
Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of forgiveness of
sins because it unites us with Christ who died for our sins
and rose for our justification. Baptism, confirmation, and
Eucharist constitute the “sacraments of initiation” by
which a believer receives the remission of original and
personal sin, begins a new life in Christ and the Holy Spirit,
and is incorporated into the Church, the body of Christ.
The rite of baptism consists in immersing the candidate in water, or pouring
water on the head, while invoking the Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit (Catechism of the Catholic Church, Nos. 1213 and following).
—Evangelization and Catechesis Office, Denver Biblical and Catechetical schools
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November holy days,
death and Church unity
November is the month in which the Church remembers
the departed—those who have gone before us into the mystery of death, earnestly hoping for resurrection in Christ Jesus.
On Nov. 1, we celebrate the feast of All Saints—a memorial
for all of those who already enjoy eternity in heaven; living in
abundance the inner life of the Most Holy Trinity. On Nov. 1,
the Church asks for the prayers of all those who live eternally
in heaven, beginning with Mary, the queen of all saints. We
are all called to holiness and to be saints. The saints remind
us that sanctity is possible
for each of us.
HURRICANE
On Nov. 2, we celebrate
SANDY
RELIEF
All Souls Day—the Commemoration of All the
A second collection will be
Faithful Departed. On this
taken up at Masses Nov. 10-11
day, we remember the holy
for Hurricane Sandy relief.
souls in purgatory—those
The faithful may also mail dowho are being prepared to
nations made payable to
enter into the heavenly
“Archdiocese of Denver,” indikingdom through purificacate in the memo line, “Hurrition from all sinfulness. In
cane Sandy” and mail to:
an audience last January,
Archdiocese of Denver, 1300
Pope Benedict XVI exS. Steele St., Denver, CO
plained that purgatory is the 80210.
soul’s correct response to
the perfect love of God. “The soul that is aware of the immense love and perfect justice of God consequently suffers
for not having responded correctly and perfectly to that love.”
Of course, apart from the canonized saints, we can’t know
who among the dead enjoys the fullness of heaven, or who is
being prepared for redemption through the process of purgatory. And so we spend the month of November praying for all
those who have died. We hope that all souls, upon encountering God’s love, will accept it, receive it, and ultimately will
live in that love forever, in heaven.
In the month of November, we remember the dead—we
pray for them, and ask for their prayers. In this month, we
have a clear sense of the unity of the Church; a unity that is
not overcome by death. In the month of November, the
Church on earth, the Church Militant, stands squarely beside
the Church Suffering in purgatory, and the Church Triumphant in heaven. We observe this unity in the Eucharistic
Prayers prayed at Mass.
In November 1959, Servant of God Dorothy Day observed:
“We are one flesh, one family, one brotherhood. And God is
our Father, giving us what we ask, bread, not a stone, life, not
death, freely, with love, not because we deserve it. He will
save us, in spite of ourselves! Because Christ has, once and
for all, overcome Death, the enemy.”
Last week, our nation suffered the tragic devastation of Hurricane Sandy. Millions of Americans have been injured, some
have died, and others lost their property and livelihood.
On Friday, Cardinal Timothy Dolan noted that “our hearts
are broken when you see the loss of life, the grieving families,
the devastation, the ruination.” We are united in the love of
God, and so we have an obligation to stand with those who
have suffered. We should pray for them, and commend the
souls of the dead to God. But if we wish to express the unity
of God’s love, we should also support their efforts to recover
and rebuild. We can do that through donations to the disaster
relief efforts of Catholic Charities USA. I pray that all of us will
consider such donations—in unity with those who departed
in Hurricane Sandy, and in memory of the all the dead whom
we honor.
We are united as sons and daughters in the love of God.
Death cannot interrupt the unity of the Church. In Jesus
Christ, those who are triumphant, like the souls in heaven,
stand beside those who are suffering, like the souls being purified in purgatory. Let us stand beside those who suffer, and
pray for those who have died, as we live the eternal unity that
comes from the love of the Trinity.

Interview with an exorcist
Priest to discuss
exorcisms and
encounters with evil
at UNC campus

tive rite since the year 1614. Satan is alive, in and out of season.

Register: You’ve said you believe there’s been a rise in demonic possession in the modern day. Why do you believe
BY NISSA LAPOINT
this?
Father Thomas: I think one
Through Christ’s salvific life of the reasons is because paand death on the cross, Satan ganism is a lot more rampant
lost the battle between good and a part of our American culand evil.
ture than it was 30 to
Yet sin still exists and
40 years ago. What I
Satan hasn’t stopped
mean by paganism is
seeking the ruin of
practices of the new
souls.
age, practices of the
Father Gary Thomas
occult—those are all
is keenly aware of this.
against the first comFor six years he’s
mandment. Like when
served as the Diocese
someone goes to a
of San Jose’s official ex- FATHER GARY medium to get anorcist. The Vaticanswers, a palm reader
THOMAS
certified exorcist’s exor séance, or uses a
periences during his training in Ouija board or practices Wicca.
Rome were the subject of the Those are all idolatry.
2009 book “The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist” by
Register: In your work,
Matt Baglio. The 2011 film “The you’ve dealt with various kinds
Rite,” starring actor Anthony of possessions. Sometimes it’s
Hopkins, was based on this diabolical and sometimes it’s
book.
psychological. Can you talk
“My priesthood has changed about these differences?
because of it,” Father Thomas
Father Thomas: Possession
said about becoming an exor- is a very narrow definition in
cist. “I see everything I do now this milieu. It means when a
through the optic in which there demon has taken full control
is a cosmic battle going on.”
over the body of a human beThe Sacred Heart Parish pas- ing. Those are rare. The technitor from Saratoga, Calif., will cal words are ‘oppression’ and
visit the University of Northern ‘obsession.’ That’s what most
Colorado in Greeley Nov. 27 to exorcists use. I like to use ‘demake a presentation about the monic attachment.’ There is a
reality of evil and his work as an demon attached but it doesn’t
exorcist.
prevent the person from funcThe following is the Denver tioning. When I was in Rome
Catholic Register’s Nov. 2 inter- and taking this course and obview with Father Thomas.
serving an exorcism with a
priest who was my mentor,
Register: There are many there were many people who
skeptics who don’t believe in came and looked completely
demonic possessions, much normal until holy water was
less that there’s a devil who poured on them. They would
seeks people’s souls. What start yelling, they would start
would you say to them and feeling a sense of being burned,
what is the Church’s teaching they would start rolling their
on this?
eyes, they would maybe flop on
Father Thomas: I would say the floor and curl up like a
to skeptics, ‘Come and see (my snake.
presentation).’ The Church’s
teaching is found scripturally
Register: How do you deterwhen Jesus cast out demons. mine if someone is actually
The Catechism of the Catholic possessed?
Church is very clear. The
Father Thomas: I don’t make
Church has had an authorita- these decisions in a vacuum. I

LECTURE BY AN
EXORCIST
What: Father Gary Thomas of
the Diocese of San Jose, Calif.,
will speak about the reality of
demons and exorcism, including the theology surrounding
his ministry. The talk is hosted
by St. Peter Church in Greeley.
When: 7 p.m.-9 p.m. Nov. 27
Where: University Center ballrooms at the University of
Northern Colorado, 2045 10th
Ave., Greeley
For information: Visit
www.stpetergreeley.org
Contact: 970-352-1060 or
info@stpetergreeley.org

have a medical doctor, a clinical psychologist and a psychiatrist whom I consult with. They
are at my disposal. You have to
rule out the natural before you
assume the preternatural. This
refers to the angelic realm or
spirit world. The last thing an
exorcist does is a formal exorcism. You can pray with people,
which I do often, and those are
minor exorcisms. But the
solemn rite is only used when
all other means of deliverance
have failed. It’s very complicated and you don’t make these
judgments rashly. The discernment can take six months to a
year.
Register: How many exorcisms have you performed?
Father Thomas: I’ve performed about 60 on 10 people
in six years. That’s an approximate.
Register: What’s involved in
an exorcism?
Father Thomas: There’s a
litany of saints, a Scripture
reading, prayers directed at
Satan and the demons, and
the demons are directly addressed. Then you can intersperse those prayers with Hail
Marys and Our Fathers. Holy
water and a crucifix are used. I
never do these alone. I’ve always got a team with me. I
usually have at least one or
several priests with me.

See Exorcist, Page 6
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Korean War hero-chaplain could become canonized saint
BY JULIE FILBY

Men who served with military chaplain Father Emil
Joseph Kapaun during the Korean War—and thousands
who had heard the stories
since—have no doubt this
brave and holy priest is a
saint.
“To all of (the men he
served in prison camps) … he
was simply ‘father,’” wrote fellow prisoner of war and
friend, 1st Lt. Mike Dowe Jr.,
in a1964 Saturday Evening
Post article “The Ordeal of
Chaplain Kapaun.” “And each
of them, when trouble came,
drew courage and hope and
strength from him.”
Born in 1916 in Pilsen, Kan.,
and ordained in 1940, Father
Kapaun entered the U.S.
Army Chaplain Corps in 1944
and was sent to Korea July
1950. There he celebrated
Masses, heard confessions,
provided hope through sermons and prayer, and when
men despaired; he cracked
jokes.
November that year, he was
taken as a prisoner of war. At
the prison camp near Pyoktong, North Korea, men—who
received only starvation rations of birdseed each day—
were forced to steal food to
survive. Father Kapaun,
known to be the most accomplished thief, regularly stole
corn, potatoes and grain to
help keep others alive.
“He did a thousand things
to keep us going,” Dowe relayed.
Father Kapaun carried men
too wounded to walk, tended
to the sick “as if they were little babies,” prayed with the
dying, and buried the dead,
up until his own death.
After seven months of starvation, sub-zero temperatures
and deplorable conditions,
Father Kapaun, 35, succumbed to a blood clot in his
leg, dysentery, and pneumonia—he died May 23, 1951, in
isolation in the camp’s “Death

Persecution
From Page 1

and if we desert the Middle
East altogether,” Father Mahanna said. “This is the birthplace of religion, the place
where God (gave) a new future
to humanity. This is the Holy
Land! I do not see how the
world can survive without the
sacred role of the Holy Land,
without Jerusalem as a city of
peace, where people of all nations can come and adore
God.”

Peace remains elusive
Yet the immediate future

PHOTO BY COL. RAYMOND SKEEHAN

IN A PHOTO by Col. Raymond Skeehan, Father Emil Kapaun celebrates Mass Oct. 7, 1950 in an open field 3 miles south of Munsan, South Korea; kneeling is his assistant Patrick J. Schuler, a
soldier from Cincinnati, Ohio.
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RAYMOND Skeehan’s widow, Carman Skeehan, looks through
her husband’s collection of photos and mementos from the Korean War at her Englewood home on Oct. 31.

House.” While the cause for
his canonization was officially
launched in 1993, it is said to
have begun immediately
when the war ended in 1953.
“At the end of the Korean
War, Father Kapaun’s fellow
prisoners of war were the first
to take up his cause,” according to Father John Hotze of the
Diocese of Wichita, Kan., Father Kapaun’s home diocese.
“Upon their release from the
prison camp, his fellow captives began telling his story.”
Though he died two years
prior, his impact was far from
forgotten.
“Many will attest to the fact
that they would not have
made it out of the prison
camp if it had not been for Father Kapaun,” he said, “and
the message of hope he instilled in them.”
Father Hotze, judicial vicar,
was appointed episcopal delegate for the Office for the Beatification and Canonization
of Father Kapaun in 2008. On
July 1, 2011, his team closed
the diocesan phase of the
process when they shipped a
380-pound
crate—packed
with evidence—to the Vati-

can’s Congregation for the
Causes of Saints.
“The crate contained some
16,000 pages of documents,”
said Father Hotze, including
homilies, college and seminary class notes, dissertations, sacramental records,
military reports, letters he’d
written, books, magazines
and newspaper articles, and
films and television shows—
along with 1,000-plus pages of
interviews with those who
knew him personally.
Father Hotze is now researching two alleged miracles believed to be attributed
to Father Kapaun’s intercession. Vatican postulator, Andrea Ambrosi, is working on
the positio, a document to
demonstrate a life of heroic
virtue and sanctity, which will
be presented to the Holy Father.
“I’ve been very blessed to be
able to work on the beatification of Father Kapaun,” said
Father Hotze. “He is truly an
example of a saintly man,
priest and chaplain, truly an
example of Christ.”
Dr. Raymond Skeehan, a
longtime parishioner of

Blessed Sacrament Church in
Denver who died in July,
served with Father Kapaun in
the 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division, as a medical
officer and part-time photographer.
Skeehan was credited with
an iconic photo of Father Kapaun saying Mass in an open
field using the hood of an
Army Jeep for an altar, Oct. 7,
1950. This site, south of Munsan, South Korea, was the last
place Skeehan would see the
beloved chaplain. Father Ka-

looks bleak. In September,
Archbishop Timothy Dolan of
New York, known for his optimistic demeanor, had only
grim news to report while
speaking to a human rights
group. He said violence
against
Christians
had
demonstrably grown in the
previous six months, and
added: “According to the International Society for Human
Rights, 150,000 Christians are
killed for their faith every year,
meaning we have 17 new martyrs every hour of every day.”
The “epicenter” of the violence, he noted, is the Middle
East.
In September, Pope Bene-

dict XVI walked into the epicenter and said Mass on a reclaimed Lebanese battlefield.
Yet a month after the pope’s
visit, on Oct 19, a car bomb
decimated a public square in
the Lebanese capital of
Ashrafiyeh, killing three and
leaving 126 injured.
The relentless cycle of violence affects many in St. Rafka’s parish family, even those
from Lebanon, considered the
most stable and Christian
country of the region.
“It’s pretty scary,” said
Lebanese-born Camil Cherabie, who worships at St. Rafka’s with his wife, Gisele. “My
wife’s family all live there and I

have a brother there. Lebanon
is still better off, but I’m afraid
it’s coming.”
Gil Clark, a longtime member of St. Rafka’s, met his late
wife, Therese, after she emigrated from Lebanon during
the war with Syria more than
30 years ago.
“Her house was blown up
and burned down, several
times,” Clark said.
Father Mahanna pointed
out to the congregation the
profound history of Christianity in their homelands.
“You of all people understand,” he said, “that our roots
are in the Holy Land.” However, he added, the Holy Land al-

VETERANS DAY
Veterans Day is Nov. 11. It originated from the armistice ending World War I that went into
effect Nov. 11, 1918.
In 1938, Nov. 11 was approved
as “Armistice Day,” a legal holiday dedicated to the cause of
world peace. Armistice Day primarily honored World War I
veterans.
In 1954 Congress amended the
act by changing the word
“Armistice” to “Veterans” to
include American veterans of
all wars.

paun was captured by Chinese Communists less than a
month later.
The Denver Catholic Register visited Skeehan’s wife of 62
years, Carman, at her Englewood home, where she shared
her husband’s vast collection
of catalogued photos and mementos. The couple stayed
connected to Father Kapaun’s
legacy by attending reunions
and other events in Kansas
through the years.
Skeehan believed Father
Kapaun was a saint, Carman
said.
“There are living saints,”
she said. “It’s the person’s daily living… the good that’s in
them.
“We must be Christ for each
other,” she said, just as Father
Kapaun is to his fellow soldiers.
Father Kapaun has been
recommended for the Medal
of Honor, the country’s highest military award. For more
information, visit www.frka
paun.org.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

so exists for “every civilization, every language, every
people of the world.”
Father Mahanna predicted
that the whole world will feel
the effects of trying to shut out
faith, whether in western
countries, or the Middle East.
“Religion … builds the
virtues of forgiveness, pardon,
a second chance, justice and
mercy,” he told the Register.
“We will all begin to suffer
from lack of religion in the
world.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-7153122; www.twitter.com/DC
Register
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

The ‘word of the Lord’
in English, please
Biblical translation is an inexact science: a truth of which I
was reminded on a recent visit to the American Bible Society’s
Museum of Biblical Art in New York, where I enjoyed a brisk
walk through a fine exhibit, “More Precious than Fine Gold: The
English Bible in the Gilded Age.” The curator, Dr. Liana Lupas,
pointed out the Modern American Bible, a New Testament
translation by Frank S. Ballentine, published as the 19th century was drawing to a close. One suspects that Mr. Ballentine’s
labors were influenced by a commitment to Prohibition, then a
hot cause among many American Protestants; his translation of
Luke 5:30 has the Pharisees inveighing against Jesus’ eating
with “saloon-keepers and prostitutes,” where the original Greek
clearly indicates “tax collectors and sinners.”
Then there was the translation by Julia Evelina Smith
(1792-1886), the only woman ever to have translated the entire Bible by herself. Miss Smith was unhappy with the King
James Bible (which strikes me as the only great work of art
ever produced by a committee); to her mind, the Authorized
Version did not hew closely enough to the original Hebrew
and Greek, a putative fault she intended to repair in her own
Bible. That her literal, word-for-word translation was not altogether successful is suggested by her rendering of Proverbs
15:17:”Good a ration of herbs and love there, above an ox of
the stall and hatred with it.” (Which, in case you’re lost, King
James’ committeemen translated, “Better is a dinner of herbs
where love is, then a stalled ox and hatred therewith.”)
U.S. Catholics are unhappily familiar with unappealing biblical translations, for we are regularly subjected at Mass to the
supremely clunky vocabulary, syntax and cadences of the Revised New American Bible (RNAB), as further gelded to satisfy
the more perfervid American Catholic feminists. The results of
the latter preoccupation are clear in the butchery of 1 Corinthians 13:1, where what the Revised Standard Version (RSV) renders euphonically (“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels…”), the RNAB Lectionary renders as if its primary audience were the editors of the neo-Bolshevik Chicago Manual of
Style: “If I speak with human and angelic tongues…”
The RNAB is also striking for its ability to drain the Bible of
the poetry evident even in its historical books. Take two examples from the 21st Sunday of the Year:
RSV: “And if you be unwilling to serve the LORD, choose
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell; but as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).
RNAB: “If it does not please you to serve the LORD, decide
today whom you will serve, the gods your fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose country
you are now dwelling. As for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD.”
Or:
RSV: “Many of his disciples, when they heard it, said, ‘This
is a hard saying; who can listen to it?’ But Jesus, knowing in
himself that his disciples murmured at it, said to them, ‘Do
you take offense at this?’” (John 6:60).
RNAB: “Then many of his disciples who were listening said,
‘This saying is hard; who can accept it?’ Since Jesus knew that
his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them,
‘Does this shock you?’”
A new and thorough revision of the RNAB is promised by
the U.S. bishops’ conference (which holds the copyright, and
thus enjoys the royalty income, from the RNAB’s mandated
monopoly as a liturgical text). But while that lengthy process
is underway, the bishops should authorize the use of the
beautifully printed and bound RSV-Catholic Edition Lectionary published by Ignatius Press, which is read in many
Anglophone countries. The effect of the RSV Lectionary on
the RNAB revision could be similar to the effect that familiarity with the 1962 Missal should have on the celebration of the
Novus Ordo Mass: drawing out the shrapnel, so that ugly
wounds are healed.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Nov. 11: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• 1 Kings 17:10-16
• Psalm 146:7-10
• Hebrews 9:24-28
• Mark 12:38-44
Synopsis: In the ninth century B.C. 10 tribes in the
northern part of Israel seceded from Jerusalem after rebelling against Solomon’s
tyrannical son, Rehoboam.
His rival, Jeroboam, led the
people of the north into
schism and idolatry by building sanctuaries where he set
up golden calves (bulls actually) for the people to worship
so they wouldn’t be tempted
to go to Jerusalem. About 50
years later, Elijah, the subject
of this week’s first reading, was
sent by God to lead the people
of the north back to the Lord.
The poor widow who Elijah
stayed with represents all
those in Israel who still believed in God despite the
apostasy of their leaders. She
expressed her faith by giving
Elijah the last of her oil and

flour. She thus foreshadows
the widow in the Temple in
this week’s Gospel. Like her,
the widow in the Gospel
stands in stark contrast to the
Scribes and Pharisees who
were more concerned about
their power and reputations
than their fidelity to God. Jesus holds her up as a model of
faith for his disciples to follow.
Finally, our second reading is
about Christ, the true high
priest, who gave himself “once
for all to take away sin by his
sacrifice” (Heb 9:26). While
Christ died “once for all,” the
benefits of his sacrifice are
made available to us through
the Eucharist, enabling us to
live lives of self-giving, sacrificial love like the widows in the
other readings.
Key verse: “She, from her
poverty, has contributed all
she had” (Mark12:44).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Charity is the greatest social commandment. It
respects others and their
rights. It requires the practice
of justice, and it alone makes
us capable of it. Charity inspires a life of self-giving:
‘Whoever seeks to gain his life
will lose it, but whoever loses

his life will preserve it’” (No.
1889).

Pope Benedict XVI: “The
widow, who is very poor . . .
expresses the fundamental
characteristic of those who
are the ‘living stones’ of this
new Temple, namely the total
gift of themselves to the Lord
and to their neighbor; the
widow of the Gospel, and likewise the widow in the Old Testament, gives everything,
gives herself, putting herself
in God’s hands for others”
(Homily, Nov. 8, 2009).

Life application: The widows
in this week’s readings are a real inspiration. They demonstrate deep and authentic faith
by giving everything they had
for the love of God. They epitomize true discipleship by putting their faith into action without counting the cost. Would
that all of us had such faith!
Faith like that would free us to
give ourselves completely and
set the world on fire.

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

Honoring all the saints
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ST. JOHN VIANNEY Theological Seminary rector Msgr. Michael Glenn, in gold vestments, and
seminarians take part in a eucharistic procession in honor of All Saints' Day, Nov. 1, on the
John Paul II Center campus in south Denver.

ARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
Nov. 8-15: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ meeting, Baltimore, Md.

CORRECTION
Due to inaccurate information received, the obituary for Deacon Martin Wilhelm in last week’s Denver
Catholic Register had the wrong wedding date. Deacon Wilhelm was married on Jan. 30, 1960. The Register
apologizes for any confusion the error may have caused.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE
BY PETER WESTHOFF

The faithful
departed, purgatory
and saints
A quiz on Catholic things under the
patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one
question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None
of the Above.” This week’s quiz
covers Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) Nos. 56-73.
We continue our way through the
first part of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (Nos. 101-120) during November, which is dedicated
to the faithful departed who now
undergo their final purification in
purgatory before being counted
among the saints in heaven.
“God, who knows the heart, bore
witness by granting them the Holy
Spirit just as he did us. He made no
distinction between us and them,
for by faith he purified their
hearts” (Acts 15:8-9).
1. God is the author of sacred
Scripture because:
A. the Holy Spirit inspired each human author of sacred Scripture to
write what God wanted written
B. each human author sought to do
God’s will
C. the human author was nothing
more than a scribe taking dictation
from God
D. the human author wrote in a
trance-like state with no realization
of what he was writing
E. NOTA
2. The sacred Scriptures teach

firmly, faithfully and without error
the truth given specifically for this:
A. the social well-being of man
B. historical preservation of the life
of Christ
C. our salvation
D. temporal prosperity of the elect
E. NOTA
3. In order to understand the sacred author’s intention, what must
we do?
A. ignore the conditions and culture of the time they were written
B. read all texts as one genre, that
is, as a factual narrative
C. regard each verse as a metaphor
D. realize that the word of God
transcends human language and is
therefore incomprehensible at any
level
E. NOTA
4. Though the books of the Bible
are of great variety, what gives
them a unity?
A. They were all written in the
same language.
B. All the books were written by
hand.
C. The content of the books were
brought into agreement through
the editing of medieval monks.
D. Jesus is the center and heart of
God’s plan of revelation.
E. NOTA
5. The allegorical sense found in
Scriptures can help us to see
greater significance in events by
recognizing their significance in
Christ. Which of these would be an
example of this?
A. The Jews daily gathering manna
in the desert as a type of Christ
giving us the Eucharist as our daily
bread.
B. The Passover as a means by
which the Jews escaped from
Egypt.
C. The Lord’s walking on water as a
sign of his divinity.

D. Adam and Eve’s disobedience
making them ashamed and fearful.
E. NOTA
6. Events in Scripture should influence the way that we act and instruct us in the ways of justice.
Looking at texts with this purpose
in mind is known as looking for the:
A. teaching mode
B. the sense of sensibility
C. the moral sense
D. the core values
E. NOTA
7. In the anagogical sense of a
Scripture passage, we see realities
and events in their eternal significance. Which of these is an example of the anagogical sense?
A. St. Peter’s denial as a sign of
man’s constant failure
B. Jesus being crowned with
thorns as a sign of his kingship
without end
C. Jesus weeping over Jerusalem
as a sign of his true humanity
D. John’s baptizing in the Jordan
as a sign of repentance
E. NOTA
8. All interpretation of Scriptures
is subject to the authority of the
Church. Which saint put this truth
in these words: “I would not believe
in the Gospel had not the authority
of the Catholic Church already
moved me”:
A. St. Irenaeus
B. St. Ignatius of Antioch
C. St. Jerome
D. St. Augustine
E. NOTA
9. The books of the Bible that the
Church determined, by apostolic
tradition, to be divinely inspired are
collectively known by this name:
A. the apocryphal works
B. the canon of Scripture
C. the Torah

See Quiz, Page 16
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Cardinal Dolan sees heartbreak, hope in Sandy’s wake

NEW
YORK
CITY
(CNA/EWTN News)—In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy’s
destructive passage across the
East Coast, Cardinal Timothy
Dolan of New York expressed
his “solidarity in love and
prayer with so many who are
suffering.”
“What do you say? Our hearts
are broken when you see the
loss of life, the grieving families,
the devastation, the ruination,”
Cardinal Dolan told Fox News
co-anchor Martha MacCallum

Oct. 31. “But throughout all of it,
too, you begin to see a glimmer
of light and hope: people coming together.”
He said that people can become “selfish” and “violent” or
they can “pitch in, in solidarity
and community, to help one
another, to help rescue one another.”
“Thanks be to God, that’s
what’s happening throughout
Connecticut, New Jersey, and
throughout our beloved New
York,” the cardinal said. “The

best, the most noble sentiments
of people are coming out.”
The storm killed at least 80
people across the United States
and 38 people in New York City
alone after making landfall Oct.
29. Hundreds of thousands of
people in New York City remain
without access to power, water,
heat and transportation.
Cardinal Dolan said Catholic
Charities and Catholic health
care facilities are in action and
are helping those in need. He
plans to visit some of the affected areas.
An iconic photo of a lone
statue of the Virgin Mary in
front of a destroyed home in
the fire- and flood-ravaged
Queens neighborhood of
Breezy Point caused him particular concern.
“I love Breezy Point,” he said,
describing its local pastor Msgr. Michael Curran as “a very
close friend.”
“I’m worried because I can’t
get in touch with him,” said the
cardinal, who added that the
priest had told the cardinal he

would stay in the area “with my
people.”
“I just trust he’s well,” the cardinal told Fox News.
On Nov. 1 Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn also commented on the storm.
“Hurricane Sandy has left her
trail of death and destruction
across our city and region,” he
said in his diocese’s newspaper
The Tablet.
“We all pray first and foremost
for our fellow New Yorkers and
their families who perished.
While things may always be replaced, we are all mindful of
how important our homes are in
our lives and so our thoughts
and prayers turn to those whose
property was destroyed or damaged.”
He announced a second collection in his diocese’s parishes
to fund Catholic Charities’ relief
efforts for those affected in
Brooklyn and Queens, most of
whom are middle class or working poor.
Bishop DiMarzio said that the
response of faith to natural dis-

asters is “not so much about the
question ‘Why is there evil?’ but
the conviction that the power of
God always conquers sin and
evil.”
“The deep has come to us in
this storm, but we must always
be ready to meet the challenge
and put out into the deep to
meet the needs of those less fortunate than ourselves,” he said.
“Please be as generous as you
can to help those who are in
such great need.”
Both Cardinal Dolan and
Bishop DiMarzio dispensed
with Catholics’ normal obligation to attend Mass on the feast
of All Saints in their dioceses.
Catholic Charities agencies
are performing damage assessments and are reaching out to
parishes to offer support. The
agency is working closely with
government and other disaster
relief partners.

BRIEF

ized getting the ad together
(wanted) to ensure everybody
understands what’s at stake not
only for the Church, but for the
country, when religious liberty is
compromised,” said J.D. Flynn,
chancellor of the Denver Archdiocese.
The full-page ad, which ran in
the Sunday, Nov. 4 edition of The
Denver Post, featured the full text
of Archbishop Samuel J. Aquila’s
Nov. 1 letter on religious freedom and the election.
Flynn said that purchasing the
ad in the Sunday edition, which
reaches 964,000 readers, “isn’t

cheap,” but the fact that more
than 20 Denver-area Catholics
committed to fund it shows that
they “support the archbishop in
his public ministry.”
“I just think it speaks to the
quality and commitment of the
lay people in the Archdiocese of
Denver that they want to support the archbishop in this way,”
he said.
The idea for the advertisement was the result of a group of
lay Catholics asking how they
could support the archbishop in
his efforts to uphold religious
liberty.

ment exposed and we have
relics, which are very powerful.
We just continue praying those
prayers until the demon has
been delivered. This man is a
lot better than he was.

will continue to weather the effects and influences of sin, and
to a deeper degree, at times,
personified and un-personified
evil. Not all evil is personified.
What I deal with is personified
evil.

Catholics buy
full-page religious
freedom ad in
Denver Post
DENVER (CNA)—A group of
lay Catholics in Colorado placed
a full-page ad in the Sunday edition of The Denver Post to drive
home the importance of religious freedom in the upcoming
election.
“I think the folks who organ-

Exorcist
From Page 2
Register: Tell me about one
person you performed an exorcism on.
Father Thomas: A man who
came to me had been exposed
in utero to witchcraft through
both of his parents. When this
man was 2, he was sexually
abused by a half-brother and a
neighbor. That’s when the demon entered. He didn’t begin
manifestation (showing signs
of demonic attachment) until
he was 35. In his case, he started manifesting on the Easter
Vigil in his diocese a year ago.
They brought him to me because they went to three priests
in the healing ministry and
they couldn’t help. The demons
attached to him are incredibly
violent. I have five men that restrain him when we do these
exorcisms because otherwise
there would be harm done to
people. We have him lie flat on
the floor in the church. We always have the Blessed Sacra-

Register: Is there a danger to
yourself and others when performing exorcisms?
Father Thomas: There can
be. I’ve had demons attack me
physically. They tend to attack
me more emotionally. I’ve never experienced any physical injuries but (the demons) try.
What has become much more
heightened in my life is a sense
of loneliness since I’ve been involved in this.
Register: Have exorcisms
changed your understanding
of evil?
Father Thomas: Absolutely.
My priesthood has changed
because of it. Every time I celebrate a sacrament it’s an invitation for the people gathered to
celebrate the presence of
Christ, knowing … that until
his second and final return we

Editor’s note: Find out how to
help Hurricane Sandy victims in
Archbishop Aquila’s column on
Page 2.

Register: What else would
you add about exorcisms?
Father Thomas: Exorcisms
are a healing ministry. It’s not
meant to be a ministry of drama or a ministry of magic. In
Jesus’ public life, he has two
primary jobs: he taught and he
healed. One of the exercises of
his healing ministry was the expulsion of demons. That’s really clear in the Gospels, especially Matthew and Mark. It’s a
healing ministry and it’s not
meant to enthrall or tantalize,
entertain or scare. I always say
to people at the end of my talks
not to be afraid, but to be vigilant and be aware.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Secret to 72-year marriage: daily forgiveness—and a kiss
BY NISSAN LAPOINT

Evelyn and Norman Hansen’s
secret behind their 72-year marriage could be summarized by
respect and a little affection.
The 94- and 91-year-old Fort
Collins couple discussed the
time they met in late 1930s Iowa
and their subsequent wedding
on Aug. 5, 1940, which marked
the start of a lifetime together.
“We’ve gone through a lot but
we’ve always overcome it,” Evelyn said.
Norman couldn’t recall a time
they fought about money. When
he purchased new equipment
for his farming business, he got
Evelyn needed supplies for running the household, he said.
“I saw to it that the Mrs. had
the latest equipment, too,” he
said while sitting in his living
room recliner next to Evelyn.
“We got along good because we
respected one another.”
They never went to bed without settling an argument first, he
said. With a wink, he added that
they always end the day with a
kiss.
“If you care for someone, you
do these things,” Norman said.
The couple celebrated their
72nd wedding anniversary this
year and attended the Archdiocese of Denver’s annual anniversary Mass Sept. 29 at the Cathe-

Patrick Church in Missouri.
They rented an apartment for
$4.50 a week in Iowa before they
purchased a farm. Norman
spent his days shucking corn,
farming beans and hay, and
maintaining hogs and chickens.
Evelyn assisted with the farming, and without fail, made at
least three meals a day for their
growing family.

PHOTO BY NISSA LAPOINT/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

EVELYN and Norman Hansen celebrated their 72nd wedding
anniversary this year and reflected on how they’ve made their
marriage work. They are longtime parishioners of St. Joseph
Parish in Fort Collins and never miss Sunday Mass.
dral Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception in Denver.
They never thought they’d
reach nearly three-quarters of a
century of marriage.
“We’ve been very blessed,”
Norman said.
They met after Evelyn’s family
moved in to the farm next door
in rural Council Bluffs, Iowa,
outside of Omaha, Neb. For their
first date in 1939, Norman took
Evelyn for a motorcycle ride on
his one-cylinder bike.
Norman was different from
the other men, she said. She

liked him because he didn’t
“carouse around.” They dated
for a year and then decided to
get married.
Like other couples at the time,
they drove to Missouri to get
married where there was no
waiting period. They got married by a justice of the peace and
received their license the same
day. She was four days shy of her
18th birthday and he was 21.
A little green pocket book
holds the license that certifies
the two wed and had their marriage blessed by a priest at St.

They had two boys and two
girls: LaJean, Larry, Lanny and
Lyn. They spent much of their
time caring for their children
and running the farm.
“We were … busy raising our
kids and trying to make life as
reasonable as we could for
them,” Evelyn said.

See Marriage, Page 11
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'Unsung' no more: longtime Church musicians to get St. Cecilia Awards
Church musicians deepen the beauty of liturgies and holidays, yet they often remain the “unsung heroes” of the parish – always there, but
rarely recognized.
The annual St. Cecilia Award seeks to correct that oversight by giving special recognition to pastoral musicians of the Archdiocese of Denver who have “tirelessly labored in the vineyard as the unsung heroes of the Church … selflessly giving of their time away from family and
friends on holidays, Sundays and other days in order to serve the needs of the Church.”
This year, the St. Cecilia Mass and award ceremony will be held at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16 at Most Precious Blood Church, 2200 S. Harrison St., Denver.
Nominees are made each year by pastors and pastoral musicians of the archdiocese. There have been 15 winners since the award was instituted in 2004.
This year’s winners are Rita Vigil of Denver and Stacie May of Byers, each of whom was swept away by the piano at a young age and went on
to become beloved musicians in their communities and home parishes.
Rita Vigil

BY JEAN TORKELSON

Stacie May

ST. CECILIA MASS
What: Mass and award ceremony

“I was born playing the piano,” said
When: 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16
Stacie May. “I don’t ever remember not
Where: Most Precious Blood Church,
playing the piano.”
2200 S. Harrison St., Denver
In fact, her mother liked to tell her that
by the time she was 2 years old she was
Who: All are invited, especially Church
playing “Five foot two, eyes of blue,” on the
vocalists and musicians
family’s scuffed up, honkytonk upright.
“Music was just in me,” May said.
May was born 55 years ago as Stacie where—in bands and for schools, at wedLinnebur, part of a hardworking Byers dings, funerals, and in nursing homes.
“Whenever anybody needs a piano
farm family. By the time she was 12, she
player—that would be me!” she
was playing in churches and
said.
teaching piano. As a teenager,
May feels a special calling to
she even worked as a rehearsal
play funeral music, in order to
pianist for opera companies. In
touch the hearts of griefstrickfact, piano was everything.
en people. On her own, she es“In high school, the other
pecially likes playing meditagirls were cheerleaders or in
tive classical music.
pep club, learning to do cartWhen Father Jeff Wilborn arwheels,” she recalled. “Instead,
rived as pastor, May was already
I came home and practiced the
PHOTO PROVIDED
widely known as a musician
piano. One day when I was 13
STACIE MAY
around the community and
or 14 my mother said to me,
had been an integral part of the
‘When you’re 80 years old you’ll
still be playing the piano, but they won’t parish’s music ministry team for years.
Father Wilborn said when the parish
still be doing cartwheels.’
“That made me feel better, because I put in new stained glass windows, he
asked why one of the old windows was
felt I was missing out on things.”
In 1972, when she was in her mid- made of plexiglas. The answer?
“Stacie said when she was a kid she
teens, Our Lady of the Plains Church was
founded and May’s mother made her kept blowing out the window, practicing,”
the priest relayed.
move:
Father Wilborn will attend the St. Cecil“My mother said, ‘You’re playing there,’
and threw me to the wolves!” May said ia’s ceremony to cheer May on as she gets
her award. As for May herself, when she
with a laugh.
Except for several life detours—includ- heard she was nominated: “I was just
ing a five-year stint living in Queens, shocked; I never dreamed I’d get someN.Y.—May has been playing at Our Lady thing like this … even if no one sees me
of the Plains ever since. But that’s just a playing, just to know I tugged at someportion of her musical career. In the 1980s one’s emotional heartstrings, is enough.
she co-directed a teen singing group, All I can say is, it’s a gift I was given, and I
Kingdom Singers. She’s played every- gladly use it.”

Bishop Conley bids farewell to priests

PHOTO PROVIDED

BISHOP James Conley, left, poses for a
photo with Archbishop
Samuel Aquila on Oct.
31 when the two concelebrated Mass and
had lunch with priests
at the John Paul II
Center in south Denver to give the clerics
an opportunity to bid
farewell to the bishop,
who left for Nebraska
on Nov. 6. He will be
installed as bishop of
the Lincoln Diocese on
Nov. 20.

“I gave my life to God and to music,”
says 80-year-old Rita Vigil. “I love it. It
brings me closer to God.”
For 50 years, Vigil has played music at
St. Anthony of Padua parish. But she didn’t start there – the Denver native was
born into the Methodist Church and
that’s where she played the piano, from
the time she was 8 years old.
By the time she was 16 she was teaching piano, too.
But everything changed after she married her beloved husband, Celedon Vigil.
One day, early in their marriage, she decided to forgo her regular Methodist service and went with her husband to Mass at
St. Anthony of Padua, the church where
they had married.
“I looked up at Jesus on the cross,” she
said, “and that’s when I gave my music to
God. I told my husband, ‘I want to be a
Catholic.’ He couldn’t believe it. He was so
happy.”
So, Anthony’s became her parish and
she became a familiar and much loved
parish musician. Additionally, “I was
playing with a girls’ orchestra and with
some bands once in a while,” but she
stopped because it required too much
travel away from her husband and family.
When her husband died in 1989, she
gave her baby grand piano to St. Anthony’s, in her husband’s name. She was
heartbroken to lose her husband, but she
kept playing.
“She’s a wonderful pianist and a very
good teacher, too,” said fellow parishioner Marion McLaughlin. “I took lessons
from her myself, not long ago. She knows
her music very well and she can play in
any style there is.”
“We’re very proud of her,” said the
pastor, Father Mark Kovacik. “We think
she’s very deserving of this award as a

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

RITA Vigil at her home piano.
player of both the piano and the organ,
and as a piano teacher and a leader of
the choir.”
Vigil recently retired from her parish
music ministry, and when she heard that
her parish had nominated her for the St.
Cecilia’s Award, she was a little startled.
“I said, ‘Why?’ But I praise God for it.”
Her favorite kind of music? “Church
music,” Vigil said, firmly.
“I can play popular songs too, but they
don’t do too much for me.”
Above all, she makes no mistake about
where her love of music came from.
“God gave me the talent and I gave it
back to him.”
Jean
Torkelson:
303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Donate a turkey for the poor
through Catholic Charities
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Denver needs your help in collecting
turkeys for the homeless and those on the
brink of homelessness. Turkeys will be
delivered to the agency’s homeless shelters in Denver, Greeley and Fort Collins,
as well as to people served by their emergency assistance program. Deliver donated turkeys to the Samaritan House homeless shelter, 2301 Lawrence St. in Denver
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.
any day of the week. Questions? Call
Samaritan House at 303-294-0241 or
email samaritanhouse@ccdenver. org.

FILE PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

A CHILD eats a meal at Samaritan
House homeless shelter.
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‘All things work for good’ for teen who fought cancer
BY JULIE FILBY

Peter Srsich lay sick in bed at Children’s Hospital in Aurora. The teenager’s
pain was so intense he’d begun to lose
hope. After weeks of chemotherapy for
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, he was sinking into a depression.
Since entering the hospital, he had
welcomed a friend and classmate from
Denver’s Mullen High School who
brought him the Eucharist. However,
this day was different. Srsich had lost interest.
“I was totally wiped out, I didn’t care
anymore, I had actually lost my faith at
that point,” Srsich said. “I just didn’t
even want to see him right there, especially with the Eucharist.”
When his friend lifted the host and
said “Body of Christ,” everything
changed.
“I could actually feel Jesus in the
room,” he said. “It was like he was actually sitting in the room with me, and I
could see that he cared about me, and
that he was with me.”
Instantly his hope and faith returned.
Within 24 hours, the painful sores that
covered his mouth and digestive system
cleared up and he was able to go home.
It was this, and other blessings that
helped Srsich get through seven rounds
of chemo and 20 days of radiation.

Diagnosis and support
The Mullen junior was wrapping up
the school year in May 2011 when he
developed a cough. Not thinking much
of it, the 6-foot-6-inch, 200-pound honor student, lacrosse player, Eagle Scout
and Taekwondo black belt went ahead
with a two-week canoe trip.
Later, after being diagnosed with
bronchitis, he continued his routine
and attended a lacrosse camp.
“I was still coughing,” he recalled. “I
felt exhausted. I started having trouble
with day-to-day things.”
A different doctor suspected pneumonia and sent him for a chest X-ray.
The X-ray didn’t show pneumonia; instead it revealed a softball-sized tumor
in his chest.
“That turned my world upside down,”
the now 18-year-old said.
The tumor was so large it was compressing his lungs and aorta. Srsich was

During his wish interview, Srsich
shared his dream of becoming a priest.
To provide courage and inspiration for
his future, he couldn’t think of a better
wish than being blessed by Pope Benedict XVI.
That was a new one for the Colorado
foundation.
“They’d never heard that wish before,” said Laura Srsich. “(But they said)
‘we’ll do it; we’ll figure it out.’’’
Five days after Srsich graduated from
Mullen in May, a stretch limo arrived to
drive his family—mother Laura, father
Tom, and younger brother Johnny—to
the airport to board a plane for Rome.
The morning of May 30, they were
seated upfront for the pope’s general audience at St. Peter’s Square.
“There was so much energy,” said
Laura Srsich of the environment.
Following the address, Srsich took his
place in line for a private conversation
with the pontiff. While waiting, he noticed others in line had exquisite gifts to
present to the pope.
PHOTO PROVIDED
“I was like the Little Drummer Boy
FOLLOWING his battle with cancer last year, Peter Srsich, 18, was blessed by Pope Benewith my 30-cent wristband,” he said
dict XVI following his general audience May 30 as his mother Laura Srsich looks on. His
with a laugh.
dream to be blessed by the pope was fulfilled by the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
When he reached Pope Benedict, he
rushed to the emergency room for test
“(The wristbands) were huge in his kissed his ring and offered him the
after test to determine the cause of the
life because of the power of prayer,” said wristband explaining why people were
tumor. Due to its size and location, it
his mother who choked up several “Praying for Peter” and how Romans
8:28 had strengthened
took a week to diagnose: diffuse large Btimes recalling the orcell lymphoma, a type of blood cancer.
deal. “Peter’s doctors “It was like (Jesus) was him while battling cancer.
Because the cancer had come on so
said he did so much
actually sitting in the
The pope put his
aggressively, it had to be treated aggresbetter than expected …
hand on Srsich’s chest
sively.
that kid’s amazing!
room with me, and I
Family and friends surrounded Srsich
“I am so proud of could see that he cared to bless him. It was the
exact location where
with support, including wearing silicon
how he dealt with all of
about me, and that he the tumor had been.
wristbands in lime green, the color desigthis with grace and hu“I hadn’t mentioned
nated for lymphoma awareness. One side
mility.”
was with me.”
where the tumor was,”
was printed “Praying for Peter;” the other
—Peter Srsich, 18, after Srsich shared.
“Romans 8:28,” his longtime favorite
A wish comes true
receiving the Eucharist
Scans for cancer in
Bible verse: “We know that all things work
From July through
during treatment for non- October came back
for good for those who love God, who are
November 2011, Srsich
Hodgkin’s lymphoma clean and Srsich will
called according to his purpose.”
spent 65 nights in the
continue to be checked
“We ordered 600 bracelets,” said his
hospital. During that
regularly. In August, he
mother Laura Srsich, “then another 600.
time, he was referred to
started
his
freshman
year at Denver’s
“It was very interesting how Romans
the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Through
8:28 would pop up in readings or devothe foundation, children from 2 to 17 Regis University, where he is majoring in
tionals when he really needed it.”
with a life-threatening medical condi- philosophy and theology. In two years he
hopes to enter St. John Vianney TheologiThe outpouring of prayer support was
tion are granted a “wish.”
far-reaching, including then-Denver
“It was a great way to take my mind off cal Seminary for priestly formation.
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M.
the stress … thinking about what I was
Julie
Filby:
303-715-3123;
Cap., Auxiliary Bishop James D. Conley,
going to wish for,” he said. “The chemo
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.
NFL star Tim Tebow, and clergy and laity
helped me fight the cancer, and Make-Acom/DCRegisterJulie
all over the world.
Wish helped me fight the chemo.”

Catholic lawyers receive awards

Marriage
From Page 7

THE CATHOLIC Lawyers Guild
held its annual Red Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception on
Sept. 30 followed by a brunch
at the University Club. Former
ambassador to the Holy See,
R. James Nicholson, was given
the 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award; L. Michael Brooks
Jr., of Wells, Anderson and
Race LLC, was given the St.
Thomas More Award. Above,
from left: Honorees R. James
Nicholson and L. Michael
Brooks are congratulated by
Catholic Lawyers Guild President Michael Theis.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Their son Lanny said his parents taught
them “old country values” and always
took them to Mass on Sundays.
“If you told somebody you’re going to do
something you better do it because you
gave them your word,” he said, repeating
one of their lessons. “You also treat everyone the way you want to be treated—that’s
what they instilled in us kids.”
Although he said he’s not perfect, Norman said he strived to teach his children
to be honest, to keep promises and to
have respect.
The couple eventually sold their
farm in 1962 and moved to Broomfield
before settling in Fort Collins. Norman
assisted a son with establishing a business, Century Helicopters Inc. They
continue to be regular Mass-goers at

St. Joseph Church in Fort Collins.
For their 65th anniversary, the couple
attended the Sturgis motorcycle rally in
South Dakota, which was also celebrating
its 65th anniversary, and rode a threewheeled motorcycle their children gave
them.
For their 70th anniversary, the Hansen’s
received an apostolic blessing from Pope
Benedict XVI, which hangs on their wall.
Their entire family gathered for a portrait
inside a hangar at the Fort Collins-Loveland Municipal Airport. That photo and
countless others of their children and 14
grandchildren adorn the walls, fireplace
and bookshelves of their home.
In reflecting on their family and marriage, Norman said, “We’ve had quite a
life.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138; nissa.lapoint@archden.org; www.twitter.com/DC
Register Nissa
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All Saints’ Day fun

PHOTO PROVIDED

DENVER'S Blessed
Sacrament School
students in the Challenge Catholic Girls
Leadership Club
hosted a Saint's Day
Mini-Carnival for
kindergarten and
first grade students
during lunch recess
Nov. 1. Left: Students toss a nonperishable food item for
the St. James Food
Bank into a bucket
held by "Mother
Teresa" for a prize.

When children are bullied: how
to help and empower them
BY JULIE FILBY

This is the second in a twopart series on bullying.
A fourth-grade boy is picked
on because he can’t keep up in
gym class; a middle-school
girl is bombarded with hateful
text messages; the new kid is
ostracized in the lunchroom;
a high-school girl’s reputation
is damaged by photos posted
on Facebook; a first-grader is
shoved to the ground at the
bus stop.
All targets of bullying: verbal, physical or relational.
“Bullying is about getting
pleasure out of somebody
else’s pain,” explained Barbara
Coloroso, recognized parenting speaker and author of
“The Bully, the Bullied, and
the Bystander.” “It’s not about
anger, or even conflict. It’s
about contempt.”
Up to half of children are
bullied at some time during
their school years, according
to the American Academy of
Child & Adolescent Psychiatry.

A bully’s way of thinking
Bullying is a learned behavior.
“You have to be taught to
hate,” said Coloroso, a former
religious sister, now wife and
mother of three grown children. “So if it’s learned, who’s
doing the teaching? Is it media? The family? Who is it?”
Richard Thompson, superintendent of Catholic Schools
for the Archdiocese of Denver,
suggested several cultural influences: disrespectful and
immoral television programs
and reality shows, name-calling politicians, pressure to
dominate in sports and other
competitions, a misguided
sense role models, and unsupervised access to the Internet.
“There’s really an in-yourface lack of civility that leads
to disrespect for the human
person,” he said. “And some
parents are bullies themselves, modeling the behavior.”
Bullying isn’t about ignorance; it’s about apathy.
“If we don’t teach kids how
to care more deeply about
other human beings, share
more generously, and help
more willingly,” said Coloroso.
“Then all the anti-bullying
programs will be for naught.”
Factors contributing to contempt include a sense of entitlement, intolerance toward
difference and a liberty to exclude.
“In bullying I make you into
an ‘It’ and once you’re an ‘It’—
I can do anything to you,” she

BULLYING
PREVENTION
RESOURCES
Books
“The Bully, the Bullied, and
the Bystander: From Preschool to High School—How
Parents and Teachers Can
Help Break the Cycle” and
“Kids Are Worth It! Giving
Your Child The Gift Of Inner
Discipline” by Barbara Coloroso
“Bullies Are a Pain in the
Brain” by Trevor Romaine
Websites
www.kidsareworthit.com
www.cfchildren.org/steps-torespect

said. “Once I make you … a
racial slur, a ‘retard’… you’re
no longer that holy, precious
person (in my eyes).
“Bullying dehumanizes another human being; it puts
them outside the circle of caring.”
Children must be taught—
at home and at school—to
honor the humanity in others.
“(I tell students) they don’t
have to like every kid in class,
but they must treat them with
dignity and regard,” said Coloroso, who travels widely educating groups on the subject,
including a workshop a few
years ago for teachers in the
Denver Archdiocese’s schools.

The bystander
Those who stand by idly or
look the other way when they
see another being targeted,
aid the bully through acts of
omission.
“Targeted children need an
ally, a witness, that kid who’s
willing to stand up and speak
out,” Coloroso said. “As
Catholics, those are the kind
of kids we want to be raising:
children willing to stand up,
speak out, step in—do the
right thing when it’s hard.”
Since much of the bullying
occurs “under the radar” of
adults, kids must show bullies
they will not be looked up to,
and their cruel behavior will
not be tolerated.
“We, as parents, have a
tremendous impact on our
children,” she said. “Teach
them it’s OK to be uncomfortable doing the right thing. Tell
your daughter to be the one to
say: ‘That’s mean’ and have
the courage to go sit next to
the new girl.”
This type of education begins at a young age by presenting children with age-ap-

propriate, ability-appropriate,
decision-making opportunities.
“If your child realizes that
he or she can make decisions
on his or her own—what to
eat, what to wear,” she said.
“Then she will know that she
can make the decision when
other girls say: ‘We don’t like
the new girl.’”

Dos and don’ts

Coloroso offered several
“don’ts” for parents if their
child is targeted: don’t minimize or explain away the behavior, don’t rush in to solve
the problem, don’t tell the
child to avoid the bully, don’t
tell the child to fight back—
and don’t confront the bully or
parents alone.
“It’s difficult for the parent
of a victim … you feel so helpless,” said Thompson, whose
own daughter was bullied in
grade school, to the point of
changing schools. “You have
to be an advocate without
making it harder on your
child.”
Teach them to be assertive,
not aggressive or passive, said
Coloroso.
“(There are times when
they should) look the bully in
the eye and say: ‘That was
mean, that was cruel, I don’t
need this; I’m outta here.’”
Because most targeted children are sensitive, caring human beings, they may be too
stunned or hurt to respond to
a verbal attack. In these cases,
self-talk is helpful, otherwise
a hurtful message—such as
“I’m dumb,” “I’m fat” or “I’m
no good”—can start repeating
over and over in his or her
head.
“Walk away saying: ‘I’m a
decent, caring human being.
He’s sure getting his needs
met in a lousy way,’” Coloroso
advised. “That says (to the
bullied child): ‘I’m a target,
they’re the problem.’”
Children should confide in
an adult, a person of trust that
they can count on to say: “I
hear you, I’m here for you,
you’re not alone, it’s not your
fault.”
“The bottom line is bullying
plagues every aspect of our
society from politics to entertainment,” said Thompson.
“It’s how we handle it that
matters.”
For resources see the accompanying sidebar.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Holy Family cross country girls make history Running strong
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A team of Holy Family High
School girls claimed the school’s
first ever state cross country title
by a single point this season.
“There was a lot of screaming
and hugging,” said senior
Danielle Medearis after they discovered their win. “We were so
excited.”
The Broomfield girls’ cross
country team clenched the 3A
state championship Oct. 27 during a meet at the Norris-Penrose
Event Center in Colorado
Springs. Coaches Dave Good,
Steve Blair and Kristen Roche led
the team to victory by a onepoint advantage.
“These girls have worked so
hard all season, beginning with
workouts three days a week in
June, and they absolutely ran
their best race as a group that
day,” Good said. “It was very exciting to be a part of and fun to
witness this first ever event for
our program.”
This year’s winning team included senior Medearis and junior Lindsey Chavez, both team
captains, and freshmen girls
Katie Chavez, Emma Stokes, Eva
Napierkowski, and Olivia Bartoletti.
“At first we didn’t think we
would win at all,” Medearis said
about one of the girls who rolled
her ankle while running.
In the 5,000-meter run, the

PHOTO PROVIDED

COACH Dave Good, left, and assistant coaches Kristen Roche
and Steve Blair pose with the Holy Family High School girls
cross country team and their winning trophy.
girls finished in record time and
took the top spots in the race.
“We were the only team
whose runners came in under
22 minutes,” she said.
Medearis took 12th place
overall and placed 2nd team all
state.
The win for the team is really a
win for everyone, she said, because cross country is an interdependent sport.
“It’s definitely a team sport because you have to push each other and train each other,” she said,
adding that Good was a great
coach and role model to them.
She said she has enjoyed cross

PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/THE DENVER POST

ERIC Hixton, a junior from Holy Family, prepares to cross a
creek during the Boys 3A Colorado prep cross country
championships Oct. 27 at the Norris-Penrose Events Center
in Colorado Springs. The team took 11th place at state. The
country because it has given her boys from University High School in Greeley took the 3A
the ability to challenge herself by state title.
setting goals, simultaneously
building her character.
“It’s a sport where what you
put into it, you will get out of it
exactly,” Medearis said. “It’s really a sport where you can learn a
lot of things about yourself and
discover your inner strength.”
The team will celebrate their
win by traveling together to attend the Nike Cross Nationals
race Nov. 17 in Arizona.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
St. Cecilia Mass: for pastoral musicians at Most Precious Blood
Church, 2200 S. Harrison St., Denver. Archbishop Samuel Aquila will
celebrate the Mass and awards will
be presented. Call 303-715-3221 or
email liturgy.office @archden.org.
Nov. 16: 7:30 p.m.
Blue Mass: for law enforcement and
emergency personnel at Christ the

King Church, 4291 Evergreen Parkway, Evergreen. Please attend in
uniform. For details, call 303-4357354 or email direland@little
tongov.org.
Nov. 16: 8:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Shrine
of St. Anne Church, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada. Call 303-420-1280.
Nov. 18: 6 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena Centennial
Mass: at the parish at 4200 Federal

Blvd., Denver. Potluck to follow this
concluding anniversary celebration
Mass. All are invited. Call 303-4559090 for details.
Nov. 24: 11 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Secular Discalced Carmelites: formation meeting in the Francis
Room at St. Thomas More School,
7071 E. Otero Ave., Centennial.
Meeting is for those interested in a
deeper spirituality. For more information, call 303-806-9923.
Nov. 10: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Annual Craft Fair: at Nativity of Our
Lord Parish, 900 W. Midway Blvd.,
Broomfield. Bring a non-perishable
food item for admission. Call 303469-0670 for details.
Nov. 10: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Nov. 11: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Nov. 13: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Christmas Sale: to benefit the Little
Sisters of the Poor in Colombia.
Christmas items and bake sale at
the Mullen Home for the Aged,
3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver. Call
303-433-7221 or email
acdenver@littlesisters
ofthepoor.org.
Nov. 16: 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Nov. 17: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Life Chain: at. St. Joan of Arc
Parish, 12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada.
Meet in the parking lot then walk to
Ward Road to hold pro-life signs
and wave. Call 303-420-1232.
Nov. 17: 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.
Used Books and Bake Sale: at Immaculate Conception Church, 715
Cabrini Drive, Lafayette. For details,
call 303-655-9369.
Nov. 17: 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Fundraiser and Dinner: by the Holy
Cross Seniors at Holy Cross Church,
9371 Wigham St., Thornton. Entertainment and food. Cost is $12 for
adults, $7 for children ages 7 and
up. Call 303-288-5713 for details.
Nov. 10: 6:30 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Church, 4688 Pearl St., Denver. Call
303-297-1962.
Nov. 18: 8 a.m.-noon

Latino Senior Health Fair: for ages
50 and older at Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., Denver.
Free flu shots, blood pressure
check, lab work and more. Call 303295-9470 ext 110 for more information.
Nov. 11: 8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Priesthood Discernment Retreat:
for men in high school at St. John
Vianney Seminary, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Attend Mass, ask questions and have lunch with seminarians. For more information or to
register, visit www.priest4
christ.com
Nov. 11: 9:30a.m.-4 p.m.

Learn to Write and Share Family
Stories: seminar by Nora Jacquez
at Most Precious Blood Church,
2250 S. Harrison St., Denver. Cost
is $20. Register by calling 303-7563083 or emailing macrina@mpb
denver.org.

RETREATS/SEMINARS

Women's Discernment Weekend:
with the Benedictine Nuns of the
Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale. Pray, listen and learn about the contemplative life. Suggested donation is $25.

For details, call 970-472-0612, or
email sr.ancillaosb
@gmail.com.
Nov. 16-18
Ladies Vocations Discernment Tea:
in the Knights of Columbus Hall at
Sacred Heart Parish, 38044 Weld
County Road 16, Roggen. Enjoy a
tea while listening to speakers discuss their vocation including nuns,
a lay missionary and married
woman. No cost. RSVP to 303-8495313.
Nov. 17: 1 p.m.-3 p.m.
Discernment with the Salesian Sisters: for women ages 18-30 at Our
Lady of the Snows Convent, 2403
Marlborough Place, Colorado
Springs. Join the sisters in praying
the Divine Office, activities and discussion about consecrated life. Call
719-632-4463 or email
abcfma@gmail.com.
Nov. 25: 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
Demons and Exorcism Talk: by exorcist Father Gary Thomas in the
university center at the University
of Northern Colorado, 2045 10th
Ave., Greeley. The movie “The Rite”
is based on father’s experiences.
For more information, call 970-3521060 or email info@stpeter
greeley.org.
Nov. 27: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Our Lady of Lourdes School Vendor
Fair Fundraiser: at 2256 S. Logan
St., Denver. Shopping, food and
prizes. Call 720-283-1392.
Nov. 3: noon-4 p.m.
High School Information Night: inside Bonfils Hall on the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Information will be available about
Bishop Machebeuf, Holy Family,
Mullen, Regis Jesuit and St. Mary’s
Academy high schools. Call schools
for more information.
Nov. 14: 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Jingle Bell Boutique: at the Rilko
Events Center at Mullen High
School, 3601 S. Lowell Blvd., Denver. Food and holiday shopping.
Tickets are $30. Visit www.mullen
high.com or call 303-761-1764 ext.
3332.
Nov. 29: 6 p.m.-9 p.m.

DONATIONS
Catholic Charities’ Turkey Drive: to
benefit the homeless and those on
verge of homelessness at the
Samaritan House Homeless Shelter,
2301 Lawrence St., Denver. Deliver
turkeys between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.
any day of the week. Call 303-2940241 or email samaritanhouse@
ccdenver.org for details.
Through December
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Going to France? Take this
travel ‘companion’ along
BY JEAN TORKELSON

Quiz
From Page 5
D. the Pentateuch
E. NOTA
10. What would we find if we compare the
number of books in the Old Testament with

BOOK COVER

BOOK
Title: A Traveller in Southern France
Author: Christine Kaferly
Publisher: Antiquities Research LLC
Purchase: $14.95 at Tattered Cover or
www.amazon.com; also available on
Kindle, other eBooks

cerebral, 21st-century engineer’s curiosity to the genre.
“I was a technical writer—no ‘purple
haze over the hills’ writing experience,’”
she said with a laugh—“and so I had to
go back and challenge myself to see if I
could write in a descriptive way.”
Well, she can. Besides her technical
skills—gotta love a good Roman aqueduct story— her clean, evocative prose
takes readers on the journey, too. On one
solitary midwinter tramp through a region famous for its summers and sundrenched grapevines, she writes: “There
was something nobly elemental in the
look of the bare trees that edged the fields,
the rows of gnarled grapevines, and the
mists that hung around the river.”
Inquisitive about everything, what
she couldn’t describe with her eyes she
researched in foreign libraries, in documents and with a raft of Encyclopedia
Britannicas back home.
When a historical side-road starts
meandering, she knows how to veer
back to more immediate adventures. In
short, like a good traveling companion,
she keeps up the pace, and makes you
glad you went along.
Jean
Torkelson:
303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
the number of books in the New Testament?
A. they are exactly the same in number
B. the Old Testament has half as many as the
New Testament
C. the New Testament has 10 fewer books
D. the Old Testament has 19 more books
E. NOTA
1. A, 2. C, 3. E, 4. D, 5. A, 6. C, 7. B, 8. D, 9. B,
10. D

It’s tricky to find the perfect travel
companion. Your best friend turns into
a snarling stranger on the night train to
Nice. The affable tourist you met at a
Paris bistro becomes an insufferable
bore at the Palace of Versailles.
But you won’t regret taking a literary
journey with “A Traveller in Southern
France,” aka author Christine Kaferly.
The Denver writer and intrepid traveler
brought a lively and inquisitive mind to
several recent trips to France, and she
shares her adventure with you like the
best kind of travel companion—relaxed,
informative, and fun to be around.
Kaferly recounts the inevitable language missteps and trapped-in-the-loo
adventures but does it with a brisk, light
touch. She isn’t just trying to capture the
quirky and entertaining details of travel,
but the big picture—the really big picture. That includes long, absorbing riffs
on everything you ever wanted to know
about France’s history—from its haunting topography and linguistic mysteries,
to the countless, still-visible signs of ancient Rome, from her aqueducts to
temple ruins.
Catholics will also appreciate Kaferly’s
detailed explanations of how the faith
has impacted every part of France.
Bridges, town squares, even Sunday
pastries, have links to Church history.
Religious wars, heresies, royal missteps—Kaferly covers those too.
“I realized how much I was looking at
was the result of the Catholic heritage in
French history,” she said in an interview
with the Denver Catholic Register. “It’s
not possible to write a history of any
western European country without
bringing in the Catholic Church—the
two are so intertwined.”
Kaferly was already an experienced
traveler when she got a lifetime travel
bonus: Her daughter, equally travelsavvy, married a man from Germany
and settled in Europe. Kaferly decided it
was time to take her skills as an engineer, physics graduate and technical
writer, combine them with her passion
for history and travel, and start introducing readers to the fascinating backstories of the countries she loves.
“I had the idea for the book years and
years ago,” Kaferly said. “On my first trip
to Italy I learned about the English travel writer, H.V. Morton. I loved the way he
would write about the history of the
places he was traveling in. He wrote a lot
about Italy, but he never wrote a book
about France or Germany. Because I
had been to France so many times I
thought—why not try to write about it
in the style of H.V. Morton—bring in all
my anecdotes and funny stories and the
history of the places?”
Morton started writing his lyrical travel prose in the 1920s. Kaferly brings a

