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The Catholic Foundation names new president

ANNIVERSARY
BY JEAN TORKELSON

PHOTO BY DANIEL PETTY/DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

A century of
sealing love with
marriage
celebrated at
Cathedral Basilica
PAGE 3
CATHOLIC LIFE

With a flower
and a prayer: All
Souls’ rituals
honor departed
PAGE 8

The Catholic Foundation of
Northern Colorado, the indispensible financial steward in the
Denver Archdiocese, has chosen
as its new president and CEO a
leader who combines the experience of a corporate financial
executive with a calling to serve
the Church.
Deacon Steve Stemper, who
takes over Nov. 1, has 31 years’
experience in leadership and
management for private sector
companies, and served most recently as interim CFO for the
Archdiocese of Denver. He also
is a permanent deacon at St.
Thomas More Parish in Centennial. He and his wife, Cathy, have
four children.
“Steve’s talents have helped
him to serve well as a deacon
and as a leader in business, and
they make him ideal for this
role,” Archbishop Samuel Aquila
said, praising the choice.
Deacon Stemper, 54, succeeds
Gerald “Bud” Laber, who is retiring after five years as head of the
foundation. Laber, 69, is widely
recognized for building the foundation’s solid financial platform,
which provides millions of donation dollars to Catholic parishes,
schools, the seminaries and for
humanitarian organizations and
other ministries of the Church
throughout northern Colorado.
The Catholic Foundation, an
independent Colorado nonprofit organization, was formed
in 1998 to raise, manage and distribute funding to programs,
agencies and parishes that serve
the Catholic Church in northern
Colorado. (See accompanying
story on Page 16.)
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DEACON Steve Stemper stands next to his wife, Cathy, and Archbishop Samuel Aquila in the Holy
Land with the deacon’s mother, Mary, and the Stemper’s daughter, Rachel.
For Deacon Stemper, the op“I was sitting in a meeting own diaconal calling. Today, he
portunity to combine faith and when it came to me—‘Helping concentrates on helping with
work is the opportunity to build populate heaven.’ That’s what the needs of couples and youths,
bridges between the founda- The Catholic Foundation is all as well as in men’s ministry and
tion’s two invaluable con- about! And that’s what my min- faith education.
stituents—those who give and istry is about, and what my life is
After much prayer—and the
those who receive. During recent about.”
arrival of Archbishop Aquila, a
interviews with the Denver
man he already deeply respectCatholic Register, both Deacon Helping people connect
ed—Deacon Stemper saw how
Stemper and Laber pointed out
Still, Deacon Stemper had to his experience in ministry and
that the two constituencies serve resolve a major question before as a strategic planner worked toeach other in profound ways, he decided to take on leadership gether.
both practical and spiritual.
“The Archdiocese of Denver
of the foundation: “Do I want
“Those who provide the help my ministry to be my job?”
could not do the ministries it’s
will be blessed, and those who
He already had a full diaconal doing today without the work of
receive the help will be blessed ministry. It had grown out of a The Catholic Foundation,” Deatoo—because God will not be personal faith journey that be- con Stemper said. “I’m so grateoutdone in generosity,” Deacon gan in earnest when his wife, ful to our donors who conStemper said.
Cathy, converted in 1991 and the tributed in such a way that the
But how best to express that couple went on a pilgrimage to foundation has in excess of $120
crucial mission to the world? Medjugorje. Ordained in 2000, million in assets to provide for
One day, as he was sitting in a the challenge of balancing famibusiness forum, a light went on. ly and ministry helped define his
See Stemper, Page 16
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The ancient baptismal symbol of the Church of
Rome and a faithful summary of the faith of the
Apostles. Its great authority rests on the fact
that it is “the Creed of the Roman Church, the
see of Peter, the first of the Apostles” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 194). According
to tradition it is divided into 12 articles composed by each of the Apostles on the day of
Pentecost. As an ancient baptismal formula, the
Apostles’ Creed is recited whenever someone is baptized. “Creed”
comes from the Latin word, “credo,” which means “I believe.”

2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

OCTOBER 31, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN

Festival of Life: Making art, building culture

MOST REV.

BY WAYNE LAUGESEN

SAMUEL J. AQUILA

DENVER—Therese-Marie
Conklin felt called to quit her
longtime work as a professional massage therapist in
order to glorify God with art.
Her transition began in
2011, after Conklin read and
contemplated a letter written
to artists by the late Blessed
John Paul II in 1999, and later
words of encouragement to
artists by Pope Benedict XVI.
Her newfound career gained
momentum and inspiration
on Oct. 19, when she participated in the Festival of Life at
the Denver Knights of Columbus Hall (Council 539), 1555
Grant St. in Denver.
“None can sense more
deeply than you artists, ingenious creators of beauty that
you are, something of the
pathos with which God at the
dawn of creation looked upon
the work of his hands,” begins
the letter of Pope John Paul II,
which also quotes Genesis
1:31: “God saw all that he had
made, it was very good.”
Words of the two popes
made Conklin realize that
much of the world’s modern
art lacked inspiration, and she
wanted to do her part to make
a change.
“Our culture is swerving into a demented place and that
is reflected in what seems like
godless, empty and hopeless
expressions of art,” Conklin
said.
She was among three new
artists who joined six veterans
of the quarterly Festival of
Life, which features sculptors,
painters, writers and musicians.
“We are artists with a sacramental world view,” said organizer Mark Thomason, who
works as director of faith formation at Nativity of Our Lord
Parish in Broomfield. “Tangibility is a very important aspect of the Catholic faith. We
are taught that the word becomes flesh. Art mimics that
in a way, by making the beauty of life and all of God’s creation tangible in a variety of
expressive ways.”
Thomason started the Festival of Life in 2005, but discontinued it for a few years while
he attended graduate school.

Let your faith be your
guide in the voting booth
Last week at the annual Al Smith Dinner in New York City,
Cardinal Timothy Dolan reminded Catholics of our obligation to the “uns” of this world. As Christians, he said, we
should serve and love “the un-employed, the un-insured,
the un-wanted, the un-wed mother and her innocent, fragile un-born baby in her womb, the un-documented, the unhoused, the un-healthy, the un-fed the under-educated.”
We find Jesus Christ among the “uns.” We serve him by
serving them—when we care for those who are marginalized, threatened, impoverished or lonely we care for Jesus
Christ.
The dignity of the poor is the dignity we all share—the dignity of being created in the image and likeness of God.
Our lives should reflect a commitment to our own dignity,
and to the dignity of all men and women. Our Church’s
teachings reflect that commitment. And so should every just
government, including our own.
To be just, a government must respect the dignity of every
single human being. It must protect the sacred image of God
in each person. To be just, no government can abandon the
rights of the poor or the marginalized, nor can it abandon
the right of each person to life itself from the moment of
conception. A government that does not protect the basic
right of each person to life is not a just government.
As Americans, we play a crucial role in the legal policies of
our government. We bear responsibility for ensuring that all
of the “uns” among us are respected in law. Our faith should
inform our votes because our faith tells us what is just and
what is true.
In many cases—issues such as respecting the dignity of
the uninsured, unemployed or uneducated—we should use
our creativity and prudential judgment to decide how government policy can best reflect our obligations. There are
many possible solutions to the problems impoverished
Americans face—and the function of a democracy is to debate, discuss and develop real and practical solutions that
reflect the dignity of the human person
On foundational issues, however, there is no room for
compromise. Principal among these is respect for the natural right to life. We cannot endorse government policies that
fail to protect the most fundamental fact of our humanity:
that God himself has given us our lives. Science itself shows
that every human life begins at the moment of conception.
Our votes need to reflect this reality—and our obligation as
Catholic Americans is to oppose policies and practices that
endanger a person’s right to live, such as the legal protection
for abortion.
The legal protection of the right to life is foundational for
a very practical reason. Without ensuring that every person
has the right to live, we cannot ensure that every person will
receive adequate health care or housing. Immigration, education and poverty will not be sufficiently resolved without
ensuring in law the right to life. In short, we cannot protect
and promote human rights without a deep respect for the
human person—which begins with the dignity of unborn
children in the womb from the moment of their conception.
The measure of a just society, said Aristotle, is the freedom
of each person to achieve their potential. As long as some
people can be killed in the womb, we cannot achieve social
justice in America.
Many good-hearted and well-intentioned people suggest
that both major political parties in America want to end
abortion. However, the facts do not bear out this suggestion.
The platform of the Democratic National Party “unequivocally supports” legal protection for “safe and legal abortion.”
Further, it suggests that access to abortion is a right “regardless of ability to pay.” Unequivocal support for legal abortion
is unequivocal support for grave and intrinsic evil. No language about reducing the need for abortion will ever mitigate the evil of legal protection for abortion.

See Aquila, Page 6
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A PAINTING on display at the Oct. 19-20 Festival of Life art
show at the Knights of Columbus Hall in downtown Denver.
The Oct. 19-20 festival was the
first of an ongoing quarterly
series.
“It’s about building a culture,” Thomason said. “When
I think of Catholic art, I think
of the Renaissance, or icons.
But not all Catholic art has to
be a classic painting, or a great
cathedral. It can be almost
any form of expression, which
glorifies God’s creation, that is
created by a faithful Catholic.”
Conklin’s decision to quit
her job and start painting involved a harrowing leap of
faith.
“I was having a difficult year
and I was in prayer when the
Lord just said ‘now.’ We’re
somewhat dependent on my
income, so this involved a lot
of trust,” Conklin said. “My
husband (a sergeant at the
state’s Sterling Correctional
Facility) is very supportive
and he is doing his part to give
this a chance.”
The couple lives two and
half hours east of Denver, in
the village of Haxtun, Colo.
Conklin heard about the Festival of Life from her daughter’s
professional colleagues at Fellowship of Catholic University
Students.
“It’s a really exciting opportunity for me, as someone
who is starting out in this field
with no formal art education
or training,” Conklin said. “It’s
a chance to meet other
Catholic artists, to build a
community and to show my
art to the public.”

Though she has no formal
art training, one series of her
paintings—a moving sequence of three images that
depict despair and hope in a
context of human trafficking—were chosen recently for
display at the University of
Colorado-Boulder.
“I didn’t know what to expect
when I showed up at the festival, as someone new to all of
this,” Conklin said of the festival. “I found a community of
inspirational young Catholics
who are on fire for the faith.
They are well versed in Catholic
teachings and they want to live
authentic
Catholic
lives
through their art.”
The festival—which ran
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m.
on Saturday—was abundant
with food, music and families.
Artist Justin Jensen talked
about the endless beauty, inspiration and fulfillment one
obtains from living by the
teachings of the Church.
Jensen, 32, grew up in an
evangelical Christian family in
Denver. He converted to
Catholicism at age 28, after taking inspiration from the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas.
“Art is central to my faith,”
said Jensen, who paints with
oil on canvas. “The philosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas introduced to me the Catholic
belief that all things have a
material cause and the materials themselves have value.

See Festival, Page 6
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A century of sealing love with marriage
celebrated at Cathedral Basilica

BISHOP’S COLUMN

BY NISSA LAPOINT

JAMES D. CONLEY

Vince Vidger wanted his wife
Dorice to have a fairy tale wedding amid the grand arches and
towering gothic vaults of a
church.
“I wanted my bride to be married in a Cinderella-type church
and this was the place,” he said
while inside the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in downtown Denver.
Their memorable wedding
Sept. 2, 1989, was what they had
always hoped, although it wasn’t
without more humorous moments.
“I missed about two-thirds of
it because I was scared as heck,”
Vince said.
Dorice most remembers her
brother walking her down the
aisle, who moments before
grabbed her arm and said, “You
know, my truck is right outside,”
she recalled he had said.
“I said, ‘Nope, we’re going for
it.”
The Vidgers and other couples
married in the Cathedral Basilica, located at the corner of Colfax Avenue and Logan Street,
shared the memorable moments of their weddings after a
Mass 10:30 a.m. Oct. 28. It was
one of a series of Masses commemorating
the “mother
church’s” 100th anniversary and
the people who’ve been a part of
its history since 1912.
Denver Archbishop Samuel
Aquila was the main celebrant of
the anniversary Mass 4:30 p.m.
Oct. 27 with concelebrants Bishop James Conley, Msgr. Thomas
Fryar, Father Michael Bodzioch
and Father Andreas Hoeck.
Those who were baptized or
married at the church and those
who attended the Cathedral High
School and elementary school
were honored at different Masses
throughout the weekend.
What makes a church truly
grace-filled is the people in it
and the way they experience
Christ through the sacraments,
said Cathedral Basilica pastor
Msgr. Fryar.
“This is more than just celebrating 100 years of these walls
standing,” he said. “It’s what has
taken place within these walls
during that time.”
One event that occurred inside was the Tony and Paula
Lopez wedding Aug. 17, 1991.
The couple, from St. Thomas
More Church in Centennial, decided to wed in the French gothic cathedral “because it’s so
grand” and because of its showstopping beauty. The Oct. 28
mid-morning Mass was the first
they attended at the Cathedral
Basilica since moving back to
Denver after an eight-year stay
in Virginia.
“It’s so much more beautiful
than I remember,” Paula said

MOST REV.

Thank you for the lessons—
I take them with me
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COUPLES who were married at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception attended a special Mass Oct. 28 marking
the “mother church’s” 100th anniversary.

BY THE NUMBERS
Facts about the Cathedral
Basilica
It cost $500,000 to build in

1912.
Its highest point reaches 210
feet.
Its organ boasts of 3,000
pipes.
It has 15 copper and tin bells
that weigh a total of 17,725
pounds.
It’s heated by 150 boilers.

looking at the stained glass windows and marble structure.
With tears in her eyes, she recalled feeling overwhelmed yet
excited when walking down the
aisle and seeing her friends and
family there.
Tony and his groomsmen
were preparing in the sacristy
before the wedding and decided
to look through a peephole that
overlooked the pews.
“I was fine up until then, but
when I could see everyone coming in that’s when I got real nervous,” he said.
Newlyweds Ryan and Irene
Schipper, regular parishioners at
the Cathedral Basilica, also attended the Mass for married
couples.
Both adrift in college, they
found their way back to the
Catholic Church while attending
Mass and going to confession
there. They made it their parish
when dating and engaged. They
wed June 16 and shared memories of nervousness.
“I kept saying Hail Marys, one
after another, in the back just
trying to calm my nerves, because I was so nervous,” Irene
said. “I was thinking, ‘This is it.
This is the moment.’”
Ryan said, “I think seeing her
come down the aisle sticks out
in my mind.”
Crying and shaking when she
reached the altar, she felt better

100TH
ANNIVERSARY
MASS
Historic liturgical items from
each of the Denver Archdiocese’s bishops were used at
the 4:30 p.m. Oct. 27 Mass at
the Cathedral Basilica in downtown Denver. Here is a list of
those items:
Pioneer Bishop Joseph
Machebeuf’s chalice
Bishop Nicholas Matz’s cathedra (bishop’s chair) used by
Archbishop Aquila
Bishop Henry Tihen’s pectoral
cross worn by Bishop Conley
Archbishop Urban Vehr’s gold
vestments and pectoral cross
worn by Archbishop Aquila
Archbishop James Casey’s
gold vestments worn by Bishop
Conley; his staff used by Archbishop Aquila
Archbishop Francis Stafford’s
kneeler with his coat of arms
placed in front of the marble
crucifix
Archbishop Charles Chaput’s
episcopal ring worn by Archbishop Aquila
Archbishop Aquila wore the
pallium (white wool band) given
to him by Pope Benedict XVI

when she saw her groom, Ryan.
They continue to attend Mass
and confession at the Cathedral
Basilica where they remain awestruck by its beauty, the moving
music and the rich history it
holds.
“I’m very proud of this
Church, and I tell people all the
time I’m a parishioner here,”
Irene said. “It’s a beautiful
church—not just the building,
but the people who come here.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

Nearly four and a half years ago, on the solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus on a bright Colorado spring day in
May, I was ordained and consecrated a bishop at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.
During the rite of ordination, a bishop-elect solemnly
promises to proclaim the Gospel, to care for the poor, to
teach the truth, and to be a good shepherd. In these past
years here in Denver, I’ve learned how to keep these promises. Archbishop Charles Chaput, Archbishop Samuel
Aquila, and each of you—priests, deacons and the lay faithful—have been my teachers. You have shaped me and
formed me as a bishop. And for this, I will be eternally
grateful.
There is one promise, in particular, that has been on my
mind lately. During the rite, a bishop promises that he will
use his office, his talents and his gifts to build up the body
of Christ.
A bishop cannot build up the body of Christ all by himself. He can do so only with the collaboration—the creativity, energy and commitment—of all the members of the
Church.
In the past four-plus years I have had the privilege of
building up the body of Christ with you.
The Archdiocese of Denver is a unique place. The Church
here is very much alive—animated by the good work of
new movements and apostolates, of faithful and devout
Catholic families, of strong and informed youth and young
adults—and of holy, dedicated and hardworking priests. As
many of you know, people come from all over the country
to serve the Church in Denver—to experience its vitality
and its fidelity to Jesus Christ and his Catholic Church.
Next Tuesday, I will do my civic duty and vote in the
morning—and then I will drive from Denver to Lincoln,
Neb., where the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has asked
me to serve as the ninth bishop of Lincoln. Lincoln is also a
young, dynamic and faithful diocese. But I know that I will
take with me the lessons I have learned here in the Archdiocese of Denver—the witness that each of you has given
me as laborers together in the Lord’s vineyard.
The richness of the Church in Denver has left its mark on
me as a bishop. The fidelity of the Church here has helped
me to know and to serve Jesus Christ more faithfully. The
friendships I have made have helped make service to Jesus
Christ a great joy. I will miss you.
But the Lord has now called me to serve him in a new
way in a different portion of his vineyard.
The Lord is asking me to leave the comforts of a familiar
place; a place and a people I have come to know and love,
and to cast out into deeper waters. To undertake a new
ministry where everything, and everyone, is unfamiliar.
Each of us is called to that mission, particularly during
this special Year of Faith. We all have a role to play in the
new evangelization.
The Lord has called each one of us to the task of building
up the body of Christ. Last month the Holy Father challenged us that during this special Year of Faith, every
Catholic should go into the “desert of the world” to make
disciples, taking only the Gospels. Although this vocation
looks different in every life, nonetheless all of us share in
the vocation to be a missionary for Christ—every one of us
is called to build up the body of Christ.
My confidence and my hope for my ministry is in Jesus
Christ—the one who is faithful in all things, and in all
places. Each of us should place our confidence in Jesus
Christ and seek earnestly to do his will.
For some, the task of the Year of Faith is found in a priestly
or religious vocation. For others, it is found in the apostolate
of family life. For others, like me, the Lord’s call is to become
a teacher, an evangelist and a shepherd in a new place,

See Conley, Page 8
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

died, Christ remains high priest
forever. And unlike the Levitical
priesthood, which disappeared
after the destruction of the Temple, the priesthood of Christ endures. Therefore, believers in all
times and places have access to
God through faith in Christ who
intercedes for them. In this
week’s Gospel Jesus is challenged by the religious authorities to prove himself. A scribe
tested him with a supposedly
unanswerable question: What’s
the first and most important
law? According to tradition there
were over 600 laws in the Torah.
Jesus responds by quoting first
from Deuteronomy, which we
heard in the first reading, and
the second from Leviticus 19:18.
Jesus combines the two commandments in a way that links
the love of God and love of
neighbor so that they are forever
inseparable.
Key verse: “You shall love the
Lord, your God, with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength” (Deut
6:5).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Faith in God’s love encompasses the call and the obligation to respond with sincere
love to divine charity. The first
commandment enjoins us to
love God above everything and
all creatures for him and be-

cause of him” (No. 2093).
Pope Benedict XVI: “In acknowledging the centrality of
love, Christian faith has retained
the core of Israel’s faith, while at
the same time giving it new
depth and breadth. Since God
has first loved us (cf. 1 Jn 4:10),
love is now no longer a mere
‘command’; it is the response to
the gift of love with which God
draws near to us. In a world
where the name of God is sometimes
associated
with
vengeance or even a duty of hatred and violence, this message
is both timely and significant”
(“Deus Caritas Est,” 1).
Life application: Love is a
choice, as is faith. They go together. It took a long time for the
people to believe in God and
trust him. It took God’s definitive
act of love revealed in Jesus
Christ that people could come
to love him as well. It’s still not
easy to believe in God for a lot of
people. But when they experience God’s love through concrete acts of charity and kindness the door of faith can begin
to open.

Nov. 4: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture readings:
• Deuteronomy 6:2-6
• Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51
• Hebrews 7:23-28
• Mark 12:28-34
Synopsis: After their deliverance from slavery, the Israelites
lived in the desert for 40 years
where they gradually learned to
American political campaigns have never been for the squeam- trust God. As they were about to
ish. With the sole exceptions of George Washington’s two unconenter the Promised Land, Moses
tested elections, every presidential campaign has seen its share of exhorted the people to “Love the
vulgarity, skullduggery, and personal disparagement. Those who
Lord your God with all your
imagine that “going negative” is the invention of today’s polls and heart, and with all your soul, and
focus-groups haven’t read very much about the rhetorical charac- all your strength.” The land they
ter of the senior Adams-Jefferson battle of 1800, the younger
were about to enter was full of
Adams-Jackson contest of 1824, or the Blaine-Cleveland fight of
promise, but it was also full of
1884, not to mention the dubious goings-on in Illinois and Texas
temptations. The people would
in 1960, or in Florida in 2000. American presidential politics is a
constantly be tempted to worcontact sport and while we may wish it were not so—while we
ship other gods, forsake the Lord
may wish that JFK and Barry Goldwater had set a new pattern by and behave in immoral ways.
their plan, aborted by the Kennedy assassination, to rent a plane
They would have to renew their
together and fly around the country, holding something akin to
commitment every day if they
the Lincoln-Douglas debates—what we’ve experienced these past were to resist temptation and be
months is likely what we’ll have for the foreseeable future.
faithful to God. This week’s first
But just because electioneering increasingly resembles a reality reading contains the prayer
show, voters are not absolved from treating the electoral franknown as The Shema (Hebrew:
James Cavanagh is director of
chise as something rather different than casting a vote on “Amer- Listen!), which is the backdrop
Evangelization and Catechesis
ican Idol.”
for the Gospel. The second readfor metro-area parishes of the
In the Catholic understanding of these things, politics, for all
ing continues the discussion of
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
its tawdriness, still engages questions of right and wrong, good
Christ as high priest. Unlike the
column is distributed by the
and bad, the noble and the base. Political judgment is prudential Levitical priests who eventually
Denver Catholic Register.
judgment; but prudence is a virtue, a habit of the mind and heart
that, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “disposes
God bless and thanks for all
a person to discern the good and choose the correct means to
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
your help over the years.
accomplish it.” Prudence “guides the judgment of conscience,”
LETTERS
We will remember you at
and helps us “overcome doubts about the good to achieve and
TO
THE EDITOR
Needed:
Turkeys,
towels
Thanksgiving time and, of
the evil to avoid.”
course,
at
all
of
our
Christmas
For the vast majority of American citizens, exercising prudenand cold weather wear
Letters should be no more than 250
services.
words and should include the writer’s
tial judgment in politics is not a matter of framing and executing
It’s almost Thanksgiving Day
name, address and telephone number.
public policy, but of voting. Voting, in other words, is an exercise
Father Michael Suchnicki,
We rely on our readers to recognize that
and we need lots of turkeys for
in moral judgment. Which is to say that serious Christians, for
the opinions expressed in letters to the
O.F.M. Cap.
whom love of the Lord Jesus and fidelity to his kingdom measure our Samaritan House residents
editor are those of the author and are
Chaplain,
Catholic
Charities
and for families that come to
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
all our other loves and loyalties, vote with their brains, not with
Samaritan House
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misour door.
their emotions.
stated facts, misinformation or libelous
Also, some large towels Editor’s note: Samaritan
Morally serious voters understand that casting a ballot is not
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
would
help
us
at
this
time
of
letters will not be printed. Letters may
House is located at 2301
an exercise in nostalgia, and that gratitude to FDR for giving
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
grandpa a job in the Civilian Conservation Corps, or fond memo- the year. Gloves, hats, and socks Lawrence St., Denver, CO
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
for men, women and children 80205. Call: 303-294-0241; visit
ries of the Eisenhower years, cannot be determinative of one’s
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715are
greatly
needed
as
the
cold
www.ccdenver.org/samaritan
moral judgment about the American future, and those who
2045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.
weather arrives.
house.
would lead us into it, in 2012.
Morally serious voters understand that the character of politiARCHBISHOP AQUILA’S SCHEDULE
cal parties changes over time, and that voting for the Democrats
or the Republicans because “that’s what we’ve always done” is
Nov. 1: Mass for the solemnity of All Saints’ Day, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (5:30 p.m.)
outsourcing one’s moral judgments to others.
Nov. 2: Colorado Catholic Conference board of governors meeting, Colorado Springs (10 a.m.)
Morally serious citizens recognize that voting a straight party
line is an abrogation of moral responsibility, because the judgment Nov. 6: Redemptoris Mater Seminary Mass and Installation of Ministries, Family of Nazareth Chapel, JPII
one makes on a party’s candidate for, say, president, cannot be ap- Center (5 p.m.)
plied willy-nilly to that party’s candidate in House or Senate races.
Morally serious Catholics recognize that no one party in conBISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
temporary America fully embodies Catholic social teaching; but
Nov. 1: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
alert Catholics will also take notice when a party holds Catholic
social teaching—including the Church’s teaching on such funda- Nov. 2: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.); Colorado Catholic Conference board of governors meeting,
Colorado Springs (10 a.m.); Augustine Institute board meeting, Greenwood Village (1 p.m.)
mental issues as the inalienable right to life and the nature of
marriage—in contempt.
In this particular season of decision, all adherents of biblical
OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
religion will pay close attention to the religious liberty concerns
raised by the U.S. bishops over the past year and will weigh their Rev. Mauricio Bermudez appointed pastor, St. William Parish, Fort Lupton, and its quasi-parish, Our Lady of
Grace, Wattenberg, effective Nov. 1, 2012, for a six-year period.
votes in light of a candidate’s commitment to religious freedom
in full.
Rev. James Crisman, appointed in residence, Mother of God Parish, effective Nov. 14, 2012. This is in addiVoting is an exercise in moral judgment about the immediate
tion to his duties as director of priestly vocations.
future that must take into account the medium- and long-term
Msgr. Jorge de los Santos, appointed in residence, Mother of God Parish, effective Nov. 14, 2012. This is in
future. Voters who think only of themselves, and do not take into addition to his duties as vicar for Hispanic ministry and parochial vicar, Ascension Parish, Denver, effective
account what kind of country their children and grandchildren
Nov. 16, 2012.
will inherit, are being politically shortsighted and morally obtuse.
Rev. Luis Escandon appointed pastor, St. Mary Magdalene Parish, Denver, effective Nov. 1, 2012, for a sixVoting is not simply a privilege; it is a noble privilege, because
year period. This is in addition to his duties as formator at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary.
it asks each of us to bring our best judgment to bear on matters
Rev. Jose Maria Quera appointed pastor, St. Mary Parish, Rifle, and its quasi-parishes, St. Brendan, Paraof grave consequence. The voting booth isn’t the confessional.
But like the confessional, it should be entered after serious moral chute, and Sacred Heart, Silt, effective Nov. 1, 2012, for a six-year period.
reflection and prayer.
Rev. Joseph Toledo appointed pastor, St. Helena Parish, Fort Morgan, and its quasi-parish, St. Francis of As-

GEORGE WEIGEL

CAMPAIGN 2012—
What voting means

sisi, Weldona, effective Nov. 1, 2012, for a six-year period.
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BY PETER WESTHOFF

All about Scripture and
Church tradition
A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.” This week’s
quiz covers catechism Nos. 74-100.
As we begin the month of November we recall these words from a hymn, “For all the
saints, who from their labor rest, who thee by
faith before the world confessed, thy name, O
Jesus, be forever blessed.”
1. The Gospel, the saving truth that Jesus
gave to the Apostles, was passed on by
them and those associated with them primarily in which of these two ways?
A. orally and in writing
B. through architecture and art
C. through signs and wonders
D. in their trials and tribulations
E. NOTA
2. The living transmission of divine revelation
through the Holy Spirit and within apostolic
succession is known as this:
A. doctrine
B. infallibility
C. preservation
D. tradition
E. NOTA
3. Which of these is a true statement?
A. All that God has revealed is contained
within the holy words of Scripture.
B. The Church does not derive all her certainty about all revealed truths from Scripture alone.
C. Each Gospel separately contains all that
Jesus taught.
D. Tradition, though important, does not deserve the same reverence and devotion as
sacred Scripture.
E. NOTA
4. What is one of many simple arguments
that can be made to show the vital nature of
Church tradition?
A. Memorizing Scripture passages is difficult.
B. It was awkward to carry books of papyrus
into mission territory.
C. Speaking takes less time than writing.
D. The first generation of Christians didn’t
have a written New Testament.
E. NOTA
5. All that is contained in Scripture and
Church tradition is known as this:
A. the evangelical counsels

B. the deposit of faith
C. the catechism
D. the Roman curia
E. NOTA
6. In addition to Scripture and tradition, a
third element is necessary for the authentic
transmission of the truths Christ taught:
A. the magisterium, the teaching authority of
the Church in the pope and bishops in communion with him
B. philosophical and theological discussion
among the hierarchy
C. translation of the Bible into all languages
D. church buildings within which the faithful
may worship
E. NOTA
7. What term do we ascribe to a truth of
faith or morals taught authoritatively by the
Church either by a solemn judgment or
through the ordinary and universal magisterium as revealed by God and requiring all
the faithful to believe?
A. a first principle
B. a theological conclusion
C. a dogma
D. a papal nuncio
E. NOTA
8. The catechism says, “The people of God
adhere to the faith, penetrate it more
deeply with right judgment and apply it
more fully in their daily life.” This can be
summarized in these three actions of the
faithful:
A. invent, summarize and dabble
B. correlate, conclude and combine
C. trust, hope and transmit
D. believe, ponder and live
E. NOTA
9. Christ’s words to the Apostles, “He who
hears you, hears me” finds its realization in
the faithful today in our:
A. apologetical arguments
B. our imagining conversations with the
Apostles
C. our docility to the magisterium
D. staying focused during long sermons
E. NOTA
10. Since the heritage of faith is entrusted to
the whole Church, if a bishop and his flock do
what they should do there would exist this:
A. unavoidable contention
B. parallel beliefs
C. a bishop chosen by the laity
D. frequent visits to the chancery office by
every Catholic
E. NOTA
1. A, 2. D, 3. B, 4. D, 5. B, 6. A, 7. C, 8. D, 9. C,
10. E (a remarkable harmony between the
laity and their bishop)

NUN OF THE ABOVE

Next week’s quiz covers CCC Nos. 101-120.
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Faith overcomes spiritual blindness, pope says at synod close
BY MATTHEW A. RAREY AND
CARL BUNDERSON

VATICAN CITY (CNA/EWTN
News)—At an Oct. 28 Mass
closing the bishops’ synod on
the new evangelization, Pope
Benedict XVI reflected on the
need for faith in overcoming

spiritual blindness and also appealed on behalf of the victims
of Hurricane Sandy.
Drawing from the day’s
Gospel of Mark reading, the
pope noted that Christ curing
the blind man Bartimaeus “is
the last miraculous healing
that Jesus performs before his

passion, and it is no accident
that it should be that of a blind
person, someone whose eyes
have lost the light.”
Pope Benedict noted that
physical blindness “has great
significance in the Gospels” because it “represents man who
needs God’s light, the light of
faith, if he is to know reality truly and to walk the path of life.
“It is essential to acknowledge
one’s blindness, one’s need for
this light, otherwise one could
remain blind for ever.”
The blind Bartimaeus represents mankind, the pope went
on to say, because he “represents man who has lost the
light and knows it, but has not
lost hope.”
Pope Benedict made his remarks at the close of the Oct. 728 synod on the new evangelization in Rome, which gathered bishops from the world
over to Rome to discuss the
transmission of the Christian
faith in the modern world.
The synod “meaningfully coincided” with the opening of
the Year of Faith and the 50th
anniversary of the Second Vatican Council, the pope said.
Synod fathers have released
a document of 58 propositions
about the new evangelization.
Pope Benedict will review the
findings of the synod and will
write a post-synodal apostolic
exhortation, after considering
their propositions.
During his homily, the pontiff said that Sunday’s Gospel
reading directly applies to the
recent synod, and highlighted
three themes that emerged
from the event.

“The first concerns the
sacraments of Christian initiation. It has been reaffirmed
that appropriate catechesis
must accompany preparation
for baptism, confirmation and
Eucharist,” he said. “The importance of confession, the
sacrament of God’s mercy, has
also been emphasized.”
Secondly, “the Church’s task
is to evangelize, to proclaim the
message of salvation to those
who do not yet know Jesus
Christ.
“A third aspect concerns the
baptized whose lives do not reflect the demands of baptism.
... Such people are found in all
continents, especially in the
most secularized countries.
“The Church is particularly
concerned that they should encounter Jesus Christ anew, rediscover the joy of faith and return to religious practice in the
community of the faithful.”
The pope then encouraged
all the faithful to embrace full
sight in Christ, putting away
“all blindness to the truth, all
ignorance and, removing the
darkness that obscures our vision like fog before the eyes,
let us contemplate the true
God.”
He also pointed out that while
many lands need to be re-evangelized, this is “essentially linked
to the missio ad gentes” (mission
to the people) and that there are
“still many regions in Africa, Asia
and Oceania whose inhabitants
await with lively expectations”
the first proclamation of the
Gospel.
Following the Mass, Pope
Benedict expressed his own

solidarity with the victims of
Hurricane Sandy, which struck
the Caribbean last week.
“I wish to assure you of my
closeness and my recollection
of those who have been affected by this natural disaster,
while I invite everyone to
prayer and solidarity, in order
to alleviate the pain of the families of the victims and offer
support to the thousands of
people who have been hurt in
various ways by the storm.”
More than 60 people have
been killed by Sandy, which has
already struck the Bahamas,
Cuba, Haiti, and Jamaica. It
was due to hit the mid-Atlantic
coast of the United States Oct.
29.
At his Angelus prayer following Mass, the pope stressed the
need for “a renewed proclamation of the Gospel in secularized societies, in the twofold
certainty that, on the one hand,
he, Jesus Christ, is the only true
innovation that meets the expectations of people of all ages,
and on the other, that his message asks to be shared in a
manner that is appropriate to
changing social and cultural
contexts.”
This, he said, is the focus of
the new evangelization—that
call to present Christ and his
Church anew to the modern
world.
He also pointed out that in
reflecting on Pope John XXIII
and the Second Vatican Council we see that “the new evangelization is not our invention,
but is a dynamic that developed in the Church particularly in the 50s of the last century.”

Aquila

of terrorism. Republican support for execution, while permissible under situations of
absolute necessity, is tragic in
modern America.
There are good men and
women running for office
from both major parties. However, Catholics should prayerfully consider the dire social
consequences of voting to
support the intrinsic evil of
abortion. Blessed John Paul II
put it very simply—“abortion
is murder” (“Gospel of Life,”
58 and 61). I can think of no issue more significant than
foundational protection of
life.
I cannot tell you for whom

you should vote, nor should I
tell you. I also cannot and
should not tell you which political party to join. Each of us
has the obligation to form our
consciences—and
follow
them. However, I can tell you
that our responsibility is to
promote the dignity of every
human being. When we begin
with protecting the dignity of
life itself, we will authentically
respect the life of the immigrant, the homeless, the unemployed, the uninsured, the
sick and the dying. When we
protect the “uns” of this world,
each of us will more clearly reflect the divine image and
likeness of God.

said, the building of a community.
Thomason said he plans to
continue growing the festival
and he hopes Catholics from
throughout the Archdiocese
of Denver, and neighboring
dioceses, will make a routine
of attending. Conklin share’s
Thomason’s optimism and
has no doubt the series will
succeed.
“It is really organic, authen-

tic and faithful,” Conklin said.
“I can see it getting really big,
pretty fast. Once people experience the setting, they will
understand how uplifting and
inspirational it is.”
The next festival is scheduled during Advent, from 6
p.m. to 10 p.m. Dec. 14 and 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. Dec. 15. For
more information, visit the
Festival of Life Facebook page:
http://on.fb.me/PreN4O.

From Page 2
In many ways Americans
have become numb to the
death by abortion of 3,5004,000 unique human beings
every day.
The platform of the Republican National Party is also rife
with issues of serious concern
for Catholics. No party has determined a just solution for immigrants in America. No party
has resolved our need for universal health care that respects
religious freedom and conscience. No party has found a
just means to resolve the threat

Festival
From Page 2
This is reflected in art.”
Jensen, a professional artist
who teaches art at Front
Range Community College
and the Community College
of Denver, said the Festival of
Life has become a valuable
means of meeting other artists
who share his faith. It is, he
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Three from Denver
Archdiocese made
Knights of the Holy
Sepulcher
On Sept. 23 three members of the Archdiocese of Denver were honored with the
ecclesiastical knighthood of the Equestrian Order (Knights) of the Holy Sepulcher
during the solemn investiture Mass in
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.
Grand Prior Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, Kan., and Cardinal
Edwin O’Brien, grand master of the order,
officiated together with Bishop John Gaydos of Jefferson City, Mo.; Bishop James V.
Johnston Jr. of Springfield, Mo.; and from
Denver, Archbishop Samuel Aquila and
Bishop James Conley. They were joined by
numerous clergy.
The investiture took place at Our Lady
of the Lake Parish. More than 600 other
knights and ladies of the order from a seven-state region attended the annual meeting and investiture weekend. The newly
invested members from the Denver Archdiocese are: Sir James O’Brien, Lady Susan
O’Brien and Sir Greg Schin of St. Thomas
More Parish in Centennial, and Sir Jon Elliott and Lady Cathy Elliott of Our Lady of
Loreto Parish.
The order is a chivalric organization
dedicated to promoting and defending
Christianity in the Holy Land, supporting
the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem and responding to the needs of Catholics in the
region. Its origins date back to the First
Crusade, when its leader, Godfrey de
Bouillon, liberated Jerusalem.

Couples, families
invited to free
Family Life
Office lecture

Friendship.Faith.Fun (FFF) is a new outreach of the Denver Archdiocese’s Marriage and Family Life Office consisting of a
lecture series at the John Paul II Center
that includes small group discussion and
dinner. Open to couples and families, the
program aims to build community, enrich
faith and foster strong family relationships.
The program started last month with a
talk by Steve Markel of Families of Character. Next event, set for 4 p.m.-6 p.m. Nov. 3,
features Karna Swanson, communications
for the Denver Archdiocese, speaking on
“Catholic in the USA: Loving God, Family
and Homeland.”
There is no fee for the event. The John Paul
II Center is located at 1300 S. Steele St. in
Denver. Attendees are asked to bring a picnic
dish to enjoy during the event. Dessert and
drinks will be provided. Babysitting will be
provided from 4 p.m.-5 p.m. (during the talk
and discussion). If bringing children, email
kelly.bateson@archden.org with the number
and ages of children who will be in attendance. For more information, call 303-7153259 or send email to the above address.
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With a flower and a prayer: All
Souls’ rituals lovingly honor departed
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Kenn Cramer and his wife
Laura will place vintage photographs and old relics of family
and friends on a table in their
home for All Souls’ Day.
They make it a tradition to
pray for family and won’t forget
the ones who’ve died before
them.
“I come from a strong Italian-American family, so family
is really important to us, including our deceased ones,”
said Cramer of Blessed Sacrament Church, who added they
have a wall of family photos. “I
grew up in an environment
where we would include greatgrandparents and cousins and
great-cousins in prayers. So I
feel a special connection with
All Souls’ Day, because it’s that
one day that we celebrate all
those people that have passed.”
Catholic theology teaches
there is a communion of the
faithful departed—those on
earth, the dead who are being
purified in purgatory and the
blessed in heaven—who all together form one Church.
Since the earliest days of
Christianity, cultures across the
world have recognized this
communion with ceremonies
and prayers. In the sixth century, Benedictine monasteries
held a commemoration of the
dead and Christians in Germany had time-honored traditions of praying for their souls.
In many parts, the day is
marked by visiting graves of
loved ones. In Spanish-speaking countries, this custom is referred to as “Dia de los Muertos”
or “Day of the Dead.”
Today, the Church recognizes All Souls’ Day on Nov. 2
when Masses are offered for
the dead. Praying for them is

MASS AT MOUNT
OLIVET CEMETERY

MASS & BLESSING
OF GRAVES

When: 7 p.m. Nov. 2

Where: Sacred Heart of Mary
Church, 6739 S. Boulder Road,
Boulder

Where: The mortuary chapel at
12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat
Ridge
Questions: Call 303-424-7785

not only useful but necessary,
Pope Benedict XVI said, because it helps loose them from
their sins and makes their own
prayers for those on earth more
effective.
Patrick Mercado of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception recognizes the importance of remembering past family and
friends.
“I hope when I die people
will remember me as well,” he
said. “It’s a communion of
souls.”
He’s inviting friends to bring
photographs of deceased to his
home in Denver to recognize
the feast day. He’ll collect photos of extended family that
have died, a tradition that is
strong in his native Philippines.
Called “Undas” in the country,
Filipinos will clean, repaint and
adorn graves with flowers, food
and drink for souls, and lighted
candles. Some will also bring
framed pictures of loved ones
and will recite the rosary and a
litany.
“I think my parents did it also,” Mercado said. He hopes
friends will be able to appreciate the tradition as well.
“It’s like a funeral,” he said. “If
it helps them to remember the
deceased, I think it’s a good
way to go.”
The memorial of departed
ones was inaugurated by St.
Odilo of Cluny in the 11th cen-

When: Following the 7:30 a.m.
Mass Nov. 2
What: A procession to the
church cemetery to bless the
graves and pray for the pope’s
intentions
Questions: Call 303-494-7572

tury and it became official in
the Western Church in the 14th
century. Some visit graves and
adorn them with candles and
flowers. In Europe, churches
have traditionally rung bells to
remind people to pray and offer alms for the dead.
“It’s very important for us
Christians to live our relationship with the dead in the truth
of faith, and to look at death
and the afterlife in the light of
Revelation,” Pope Benedict
said in a homily on the feast
day in 2008.
Cramer said he thinks American culture tends to forget
about the deceased, something
he hopes his friends won’t do
this year. He’s continuing a tradition of inviting guests to celebrate the day with him.
“My hope is that people will
be reminded to pray for their
deceased loved ones. The souls
in purgatory really need our
prayers,” he said. “We just can’t
assume all our deceased loved
ones go straight to heaven.
Prayer really does something.”
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

Conley
From Page 3

Please support the advertisers who support the Denver Catholic Register!

among a new people. We can
know the Lord’s plan for our
life if we remain close to him
and place our confidence in
him through, of course, the
powerful intercession of his
blessed Mother Mary, the Star
of the New Evangelization.
Thank you for the lessons
you have given me in the past
four years. Thank you for revealing Jesus Christ to me—in
your parishes, in your families, in your work and in our
friendships. Thank you for
seeking the Lord’s will and following it faithfully. Let us remember each other in our
prayers and let us commit always to build up the body of
Christ together.
Cor ad cor loquitur!
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Deacon Wilhelm served parishes in Denver, Aurora
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Deacon Martin “Marty” Antone Wilhelm Jr. died Oct. 23 at
Emeritus Senior Living Facility
in Denver. He was 81 and had
been a deacon 25 years.
Born Oct. 17, 1931, to Martin
Sr. and Carmen (Mendoza) Wilhelm in Harrisburg, Pa., he was
baptized at Gesu Church in Miami Florida three months later.
After graduating from high
school in Coronado, Calif., he
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1953
and worked as the non-commissioned officer in charge of
his company’s electronic section. He later attended Purdue

University and earned a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering.
On Jan. 30, 1987, he married
Judith Merlo in Calumet City, Ill.
He started his professional career working at Link Aviation, a
flight simulator firm, and retired
from Martin Marietta in Denver.
He was ordained a permanent
deacon on May 9, 1987, by Archbishop Francis Stafford and was
assigned to Queen of Peace
Parish in Aurora immediately after ordination. During the
course of his ministry, he also
served at St. Catherine of Siena
Parish in Denver and St. Michael
the Archangel Parish in Aurora,
where he retired from active

ministry on Aug. 31, 2007.
“Deacon Marty was an attentive person who genuinely cared
for those he encountered,” said
Deacon Joe Donohoe, director
of deacon personnel for the
Denver Archdiocese.
Deacon Wilhelm’s wife preceded him in death, as did his
sister. He is survived by two
daughters and four grandchildren.
A vigil service with evening
prayer and rosary were held Oct.
28 at St. Michael the Archangel
Church. Bishop James Conley
was the main celebrant at a funeral Mass at the church on Oct.
29. Burial was at St. Simeon’s
Cemetery in Aurora.

43 relics to be exposed for veneration
at Centennial parish to mark All Saints’

St. Thomas More Parish, 8035
S. Quebec St. in Centennial, has
custody of more than 40 firstclass relics and is making them
available for public veneration
in honor of All Saints’ Day.
Among the collection are the
True Cross, St. Philip the Apostle,
St. Jude the Apostle, St. Thomas
More, St. Faustina, St. Padre Pio,
St. Jeanne Jugan, St. Francis of
Assisi, St. Thérèse of Lisieux and
St. Frances Cabrini . The relics
will be exposed for 30 minutes
after each of the holy day Masses. The schedule of the exposed
relics is: Wednesday, Oct. 31: 6:30
p.m.-7 p.m.; Thursday, Nov. 1: 7
a.m.-7:30 a.m., 10 a.m.-10:30
PHOTO PROVIDED
a.m., 1 p.m.-1:30 p.m., 6 p.m.6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
SOME of the relics to be displayed at St. Thomas More Parish.
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Blessings of Catholic education far
outweigh the costs, parents say
BY JEAN TORKELSON

Mary Mares, Catholic school mom,
has an annual ritual:
“Every August I say, ‘OK, God, how
are we going to do this?’ And every
June I’m saying, ‘Thank you God, for
helping us to do whatever we had to do
to make it work.’”
Mary’s is one of the 6,674 families
who choose to send their children to
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of
Denver. Yes, the cost exceeds that of
public schools—but so do the rewards.
Here are stories of four families who
find the sacrifice in time and money is
well worth it.

‘God first’
Mary Mares, 43, may be among the
more financially pressured, and also
among the most loyal, of Catholic
school parents.
“I grew up surrounded by God my
whole life,” she said.
She wanted no less for her children.
When her eldest child was just 3, she
put him on a Catholic school waiting
list.
The commitment grew harder when
she got divorced six years ago and her
ex-husband didn’t care to contribute
to Catholic education for their four
kids, who now are ages 10 to 18.
So Mary works—currently at three
jobs. Over the years those jobs have included teaching, hanging dry wall and
working as a private chef. And she applies for every scholarship she can.
The result? All four kids have attended, or are attending, Notre Dame
School in Denver. John recently graduated from Machebeuf High School in
Denver, and her oldest daughter,
Madison, is a sophomore there.
“I believe that it is important to have
God in their lives every single day to
help them on their journey,” she said.
The key is to prioritize.
“We rent a town home, we don’t use
credit cards, we don’t have the normal
luxuries most people do.” she said.
“The priority in my home is, God first,
always.”

‘We don’t back down’
Becky and Chris Morley, both 38,
grew up together in the same neighborhood and graduated in 1992 from
Chatfield Senior High School. But after
they married, they agreed that the
choice for their four boys, now ages 2
to 10, was Catholic school. When they
moved back from the Boston area,
they knew St. Vincent de Paul School
in Denver was the place for them.
“We feel our world has become
much more secularized and we’re not
interested in exposing our children to
the relativism that’s being taught in the
public schools,” said Becky. “It’s a case
of drawing the line in the sand—
morally, ethically and religiously. We
don’t back down from our beliefs and
we want to teach our kids the truth.”
She added, “We’re trying to get our
kids to heaven, and we want to do it
with other parents who feel same way.”
Becky is a homemaker and Chris a
telecom executive, so their most sig-

PHOTO PROVIDED

TRACY and Robert Alarcon with
Bobby, now 11, and Kayla, now 6.

nificant sacrifice isn’t financial as
much as it is time.
“You have to volunteer; it’s what we
do to serve the Lord,” she said. “We’re
called to help our community, to keep
it functioning, and, hopefully, we are
evangelizing through our children.”

‘Blessing more than sacrifice’

When John and Elizabeth Labenski
of Edwards researched charter schools
for their three kids, now ages 3 to 7,
nothing clicked. Then they found St.
Clare of Assisi School.
“We think that was God’s plan,” Elizabeth said. “Blessed as we are to live in
this country, it’s so secularized now that
we feel it would be confusing to send
our children to a school system where
God is not welcome. We want this to be
in their lives 24 hours a day—to be able
to pray and talk about their faith and be
around other children who are able to
love Jesus the same way.”
School loomed just as the economy
collapsed, forcing John out of his real
estate career. He has since opened an
insurance agency, but years of financial uncertainty have taken their toll.
The school “has been generous with
tuition assistance,” Elizabeth said. “We
are obligated to volunteer a certain
amount of time but I have found that
to be a blessing more than a sacrifice.”
Still, John points out that Elizabeth—a highly trained musician and
former music teacher at Iowa State
University—has shouldered the bigger
sacrifice, which is time away from her
professional work. But their kids’ success makes the sacrifice worth it. Or as
Elizabeth put it, “As an educator, I see
them growing spiritually, intellectually
and socially.”

‘Thriving now’

When Tracy and Robert Alarcon
moved to Denver from Reno, Nev.,

See Schools, Page 11
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STUDENT’S GUEST COLUMN

I want my religious freedom
BY SABETH LILLES

The following column won
the 2012 Fortnight for Freedom essay contest sponsored
by the Catholic Schools Office
of the Denver Archdiocese.
Enshrined in our First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is a vital respect for
the sacred in society, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.”
No government can play
the role of God: this amendment amounts to a promise
that Congress will respect this
limit. This is why, whenever
the promise of religious freedom was violated by an unjust exercise of governmental
powers, such abuse was not
long tolerated by our nation’s
forefathers.
Unfortunately, today, the
Catholic bishops of the United
States have reported that the
promise of religious liberty is
being grossly violated by a series of unjust laws. As has been
the case throughout our history, U.S. Catholic bishops are
asking us not to tolerate this

breach in the American promise and to oppose as unjust any
law which attempts to limit our
freedom to be faithful to God.
As an American I am called
to serve my country; as a
Catholic I am called to live my
faith. The Ad Hoc Committee
for Religious Liberty of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops explains how these
callings “need not be contradictory, and should instead be
complementary” (“Our First,
Most Cherished Liberty”) for
both of them call us to contribute to the common good.
Recent legislation and judicial rulings have imposed a
threat on our religious freedom
by restricting our ability to contribute to the common good.
Certain states have forced
Catholic foster care and adoption agencies to give up their license because our charities
“refused to place children with
same-sex couples or unmarried opposite-sex couples who
cohabit” (“Our First”).
The government believes
that the Church was not being
fair, that the Church was unjustly imposing its values in
society. Yet we must question
this assertion.
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AWARD-WINNING essayist
Sabeth Lilles and Archbishop
Samuel Aquila
The Church operates as an
institution in which members
have freely chosen to bind
themselves together to a way of
life that includes service to
moral values they find rational
and good. If this is something
that rational people have freely
chosen to do, is the Church or
is it government that is acting
intolerant of traditional marriage and the right that children have to both a mother and
father? If people of faith are not
allowed to promote traditional

See Lilles, Page 12

about five years ago, they put
their son Bobby in a public
school kindergarten.
“It had wonderful academics
except for a nurturing piece,
and a lack of catechesis, ” Tracy said. “That was definitely
missing.”
Then they found Most Precious Blood School.
“He’s thriving now,” she said.
In addition to “fantastic academics and a nurturing education, I see a lot more passion
for his faith, which he did not
have before,” Tracy said.
Tracy is principal at St. Rose
of Lima School, so Bobby, now
11, and their daughter Kayla,
6, could have received a tuition break there. But the Alarcons decided it wasn’t a good
idea to have Mom double as
their school principal.
The upshot is, “it’s a huge financial sacrifice … there are a
lot of things I’d like to do with
that money,” she said. “But
when you see your kids thriving, that’s all that matters. It
sets them up for future success, to be successful in college but also successes morally—they are becoming fine human beings because they are
receiving a Catholic education.”

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS
Run by the Denver Archdiocese

6,674
Grade schools: 36
Families:

High schools (run by
archdiocese): 2
High schools (privately
operated): 5
Average tuition for affiliated
Catholics: $4,155
Faith Background:

88 percent Catholic
12 percent other faiths
Gender: 49 percent male
51 percent female
Ethnicity (percentages):

65.1 Caucasian
20.5 Hispanic
7.0 Multi-racial
3.1 African American
3.8 Asian
0.3 Native American
0.2 Pacific Islander
(Data from 2011-2012 academic year)
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When kids hurt kids: it’s painful, but is it bullying?
BY JULIE FILBY

October is Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. This is
the first in a two-part series on
bullying.
When Kara Thompson was
in fourth grade, she fell victim
to the so-called “mean girls.”
Growing up in small-town
South Dakota, three class-

mates had Kara in their sights
and wouldn’t let up.
“Oh, look at the little rich girl,”
they’d taunt when she wore new
clothes to school. When she
dressed down in attempts to
pass under their radar, she was
mocked with comments like,
“Aw poor girl, in rags.”
She couldn’t win. She found
no support in her friends. She
felt alone.

The harassment continued
mercilessly to the point Kara
didn’t want to go to school
anymore. In the long run, she
ended up making a fresh start
at a new school some 40 miles
away.
Today a professor at a college ranked one of the best in
the country, the College of
William and Mary, some
wounds from that gradeschool bullying remain.
“Kara’s very successful now,
but it’s something she’s never
forgotten,” explained her father Richard Thompson. “It
affected her confidence level;
made her wary of relationships. … (Bullying) can leave
lasting scars.”
Thompson, superintendent
of the largest private school
system in Colorado—the
Archdiocese
of
Denver
Catholic Schools—is able to
draw on that personal experience when it comes to handling bullying matters in the
schools.
“It can be very complicated,” he said Oct. 23 from his
office at the John Paul II Center in Denver.
As many as half of children
are bullied at some time during their school years, according to the American Academy
of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry. Since it’s now known that
bullying—physical, verbal or
relational—can cause real suffering in children, at times interfering with their social and
emotional development, or
mental wellbeing, the way
schools respond has changed
in hopes of improving the situation.
“Schools didn’t interact as
much in the past,” Thompson
said. “There was more of a
‘kids will be kids’ mentality.
Today schools intervene in an
appropriate manner.”
Though some think bullying doesn’t goes on in Catholic
schools, according to Thompson, it does.
“We have normal kids that
are affected by the society
around them,” he said. “It’s
how we handle it that’s different.”
Specifically: the spiritual
component.
“We’re able to context (our
response) in Christ, the saints

Lilles
From Page 11
marriage and the rights of children, how can the Church possibly contribute to building up
American society? “Religious
liberty ... is about whether we
can make our contribution to
the common good of all Americans ... without having to compromise ... (our) faith” (“Our
First”).

ate terror.” It demonstrates an
imbalance of power.
Harassment is “any verbal,
physical or visual conduct …
and the Holy Spirit,” he said. interfering with an individ“It’s more than just ‘being ual’s academic performance,
nice’ to each other; we go a or of creating an intimidating,
step deeper to the spiritual di- hostile, or offensive educamension of the children.”
tional environment.”
It’s a respect life issue in
While each of the 38 archCatholic schools.
diocesan schools develops
“We strive to create a sense their own policy, each is reof community, respect and quired to use those definilove,” he continued, “an envi- tions verbatim.
ronment that respects the hu“Not every incident that
man person at all levels.”
happens is bullying,” ThompIn this day and age, there son said. “That doesn’t mean
are many in(certain interfluences
at “Schools didn’t interact actions)
are
play.
dismissed,
but
as much in the past.
“There’s rethey’re dealt
There
was more of a ‘kids with differentally an inyour-face lack will be kids’ mentality. To- ly.”
of
civility,” day schools intervene in
Dealings
Thompson
could include a
said, offering an appropriate manner.” conference, exexamples such
–Richard Thompson, superin- pulsion or legal
as disrespecttendent of Catholic Schools action, in the
ful and immost serious
moral televicases.
sion sitcoms and reality
In addition to the reactive
shows, name-calling politi- guidelines, each school has a
cians, pressure to dominate in proactive bullying prevention
sports and other competi- program in place, such as Cartions, a misguided sense of ing Communities and Play
role models, and unsuper- Like a Champion; some in the
vised access to the Internet.
context of religious education.
“Social media exacerbates
“You have to be intentional
the problem,” he said, referring about dealing with it,”
to sites such as Facebook and Thompson said. “You have to
Twitter. “When it comes to cy- keep it in front of the kids all
ber-bullying, we deal with the time.”
those situations the same as if
Catholic programs, such as
they happened in school.”
Endow, on Catholic feminism,
In 2010, the Office of and theology of the body, on
Catholic Schools revised the human sexuality, can impact
bullying policy and renamed the school culture as well, acit “Inappropriate Student-To- cording to Mary Cohen, assoStudent Interaction.”
ciate superintendent and for“The term ‘bullying’ was mer principal at St. Mary
thrown around loosely,” School in Littleton.
Thompson said. “If it hurts
“One of the gifts of the
somebody, it matters, but we Catholic school is children
needed to differentiate.”
come to us as children,” she
The policy breaks down in- said. “We’re able to give them
teractions in increasing levels proper guidance in why cerof seriousness: teasing, bully- tain behaviors are not accepting and harassment.
able, because they violate the
Teasing is defined as “in- dignity of the human person.
sults, banter, shoving, push“When everything is based
ing that is upsetting to stu- on that philosophy, it changes
dents.” While it needs to be the lesson,” she said.
addressed, teasing is also seen
as students still learning how
Next week: A follow-up story
to interact with their peers.
will further address bullying
“It can be hurtful,” he said. prevention and offer resources
“But it’s normal.”
for parents.
Bullying is more overt, more
aggressive: “a deliberate hosJulie Filby: 303-715-3123;
tile activity intended to harm, j u l i e . f i l b y @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
induce fear through the threat www.twitter.com/DCRegister
of further aggression, and cre- Julie

Freedom of religion allows
me to live out my faith, and
therefore live out who I truly
am as a human person. Without it, I would be unable to
live out fully who God created
me to be. My faith is one of the
most fundamental aspects of
my life. Living out my faith
and nourishing it by attending
Mass, constantly seeking forgiveness through the sacrament of reconciliation, and
learning more deeply about it

at Bishop Machebeuf High
School, is important to me because through Christ I can
come to understand my vocation in life and who I am as a
human person. Without religious freedom, I would not be
able to exercise any of these
essential aspects of my life.
What the bishops are asking
us to oppose publicly is not
unlike that which inspired the
first pilgrims to come to
America. These humble men
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Comic ‘Late Nite Catechism’
to benefit Catholic students
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Seeds of Hope Charitable Trust’s most
notable gala of the year will have a lighthearted guest next month.
Sister Regina Thérèse of the “Late Nite
Catechism” show, performed by comedian Nonie Newton-Breen, will give a
lesson to attendees about Catholicism
during the Evening of Hope gala Nov. 16
in Denver.
“We want to try something new and
exciting this year,” said Justin Zuiker, director of development.
The annual gala provides a majority
of the nonprofit’s funding given to economically-disadvantaged
families
struggling to pay for their children’s tuition at Catholic schools, he said. During
its 16-year history, the assistance given
has ranged from need-based scholarships to grants made directly to schools
for updates and repairs. It has supported nearly 14,000 students’ education.
This year, event organizers hope to
add more students to its benefit list.
Before the gala begins, attendees will
gather for Mass at Holy Ghost Church in
downtown Denver, celebrated by Denver Archbishop Samuel Aquila and concelebrated by several school priests.
The children’s choir from Assumption
Catholic School will sing at the Mass
and at the gala following it. Attendees
will first enjoy a cocktail hour before
dinner and the show.
Chicago native Newton-Breen will
give a solo performance dedicated to
her fifth-grade teacher, Sister Thérèse.
Since 2001, she’s toured the country
playing the nun and was nominated for
an award in 2011 for her performance of
“Will My Bunny Go to Heaven” at the
Gem Theatre in Detroit.
The live auction this year boasts of
unique opportunities. Up for bids will
be a four-night stay at an exclusive resort, a seven-course Italian meal with
Archbishop Aquila, and lunch with
Denver Nuggets basketball coach
George Karl in the team’s locker room.
The night will also include a special
recognition of Joanne Horne, a 10-year
volunteer for Seeds of Hope’s ambassador
program and an ardent advocate for
Catholic education. She will receive the
Sister LaVonne Guidoni award. Sister
Guidoni was a founder of Seeds of Hope.
Also featured that night will be Regis
University undergraduate Patricia Olivas,
who graduated from Arrupe Jesuit High
School. She was awarded the Gates Millennium Scholarship, funded by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation. She will
speak about the difference Seeds of Hope

and women crossed into the American
wilderness to escape political powers
that rejected their witness in the marketplace and tried to silence their voices in the public square. They hungered
for the freedom to live out their faith
and to propose this way of life in society through a fair exchange of ideas
with fellow citizens.
Sparked by these dreams and liberated from the unjust incursion governmental control, our early settlements
knew not only material prosperity but
above all spiritual blessing. Every gen-

NONIE Newton-Breen as ‘Sister Regina
Therese’

EVENING OF HOPE
What: Mass and gala
When: 5 p.m. Nov. 16
Where: Mass at Holy Ghost Church,
1900 California St., Denver;
Gala follows at the Grand Hyatt Denver,
1750 Welton St., Denver
Tickets: $100-$300
Purchase: online at www.seedsofhope
trust.org; call 303-715-3186; email
justinz@seedsofhopetrust.org.

BY THE NUMBERS
During the 2012-2013 school year,
Seeds of Hope will support more than

900 students with more than
$1.3 million in scholarships.
Throughout its 16-year history, the
nonprofit has aided nearly
students with more than

14,000

$23 million.
has made in her Catholic education.
Gala tickets for the Nov. 16 event are
available for purchase. For more information, visit www.seedsofhopetrust.org.
Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
nissa.lapoint@archden.org;
www.
twitter.com/DCRegisterNissa
eration should know this blessing. As
was the case then, so too now: we must
not comply with unjust laws. Against
those cultural forces which would
shame us into silence, we must be
proud to witness to our faith in the
public square.
Elisabeth Therese Lilles, who goes by
“Sabeth,” is a parishioner of Shrine of
St. Anne in Arvada. She attended Sts.
Peter and Paul School in Wheat Ridge
and is a senior at Bishop Machebeuf
High School in Denver.
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To live for God: Men profess,
renew vows as religious brothers
DISCIPLES of
the Hearts of
Jesus and
Mary Brother
Juan Espino
professes final
vows Oct. 13
at St. Mary
Church in Littleton.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY SARAH METTS

All those who attended the Oct. 13
evening Mass at St. Mary Church in Littleton were blessed to witness both the perpetual profession of vows by Brother Juan
Espino, D.C.J.M., and the renewal of vows
by Brother Felipe Carmena, D.C.J.M.
The men belong to the Disciples of the
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a 25-year-old
religious order founded in Spain.
A native of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico,
Brother Espino, 38, came to St. Mary in
August 2011 after spending six years of
formation in Madrid. Brother Carmena,
23, is from Madrid and is spending a year
in residence at St. Mary while studying at
St. John Vianney Theological Seminary in
Denver.
Father José Noriega, superior general of
the Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and
Mary, along with five other priests from
the order celebrated the Mass, which
drew 700 people, including Brother Espino’s family, who travelled from El Paso,
Texas, to attend.
Father Noriega opened his homily by
speaking about the meaning of vocation.
“The measure of life is not the measure
of your feelings or of your projects,” he
said. “Vocation is not about what pleases
you, but about God’s dreams for you.”
A touching moment came when Father

Noriega told Brother Carmena that his
mother, Teresa, who died in 2007, would
be watching him from heaven as he
made his vows.
Before Brother Espino professed his
vows, the faithful knelt in prayer to intercede on his behalf, as he lay prostrate before the altar.
Brother Espino then vowed perpetual
obedience, chastity and poverty, as well
as a special promise of obedience and
availability to the Holy Father. With these
vows he was consecrated to God. Not only will this consecration last for the rest of
his life, but it will also remain in heaven as
a special sign of his bond with Christ, according to Father Alvaro Montero,
D.C.J.M., pastor of St. Mary’s.
At the close of his homily, Father Noriega focused on the new family Brother Espino was entering into.
“God works in communion, the devil in
loneliness,” he said. “Jesus doesn’t want to
take away anything, but he gives you all.
He gives you a full humanity, a new family.”
With the final vows Brother Espino entered in a definitive way into his religious
community as a place where he will live
for God alone for the service of all. The joy
his religious community had in receiving
him into their family was unmistakable.

Scout retreat to honor St. Cabrini
BY JULIE FILBY

A day retreat for all scouts in the Denver
Archdiocese—boys and girls, from
kindergarten through high school—is set
for Nov. 3 at Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd. in Golden.
In addition to inviting area Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts, this marks the first year
the retreat has included American Heritage Girls and Little Flowers.
American Heritage Girls, new to the
archdiocese last year, is a faith-based scout
program for girls from 5 to 18 that teaches
service, teambuilding and leadership. Little Flowers, which has been present in the
archdiocese for a few years, is a Catholic
group for girls, age 5 to 11 that teaches
virtues and tradition through the lives of
saints, Scripture and the catechism.
The retreat themed “A Celebration of
Mother Cabrini” will kick off with a presentation about St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
by a sister of the saint’s order, the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
“She will talk about what Mother Cabrini did and why,” according to Brick Spell-

man from the Denver Area Catholic
Committee on Scouting, adding that
scouts can earn a Mother Cabrini patch
through their participation.
Mother Cabrini, an Italian-born saint
whose feast is celebrated Nov. 13, had an
extensive history in the United States, including the Denver area. Initially sent to
the U.S. in 1889 by Pope Leo XIII to serve
Italian immigrants, she arrived in the Mile
High City in 1902, where she started a
school, an orphanage and a summer
camp on the east slope of Lookout Mountain in Golden: the site of the shrine today.
The Scout retreat will also include making a craft and walking up the shrine’s
373-step “stairway of prayer,” weather
permitting. The retreat, sponsored by the
Denver Area Catholic Committee on
Scouting, is free. Participants are asked to
bring a lunch, and to sign up by calling
Spellman at 303-703-9101 or emailing
bofcen@msn.com. Walk-ins and siblings
are welcome as well. For more on the
Denver Area Catholic Committee on
Scouting, visit www.archden-dccs.org.
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A hidden gem: Enduring truths on faithful citizenship found in 1987 letter
BY JULIE FILBY

Twenty-five years ago in a
pastoral letter titled “This
Home of Freedom,” then Denver Archbishop, now-Cardinal
J. Francis Stafford addressed
the question: What does it
mean to be Catholic and
American?
This “hidden gem of the
Archdiocese of Denver,” as described by Chancellor J.D. Flynn, is recommended reading
for Catholics today on the
subject of faithful citizenship.
“‘This Home of Freedom’
asks: How can we reconcile
our Catholicism with our
Americanism?” Flynn said.
“(How do we reconcile) our
Catholicism with our American way of life, our beliefs
about democracy, our relationships with one another—
and the social theory that emanates from that?”
In “This Home of Freedom,”
Cardinal Stafford looks at how
Catholicism informs Americans by relaying significant
moments in American history,
and by highlighting reflections of the U.S. bishops following the 1884 Third Plenary
Council of Baltimore.
“We think we can claim to

be acquainted with the laws,
institutions and spirit of the
Catholic Church,” Cardinal
Stafford wrote, quoting the
council, “and with the laws,
institutions and spirit of our
country. …
“We emphatically declare
that there is no antagonism
between them.”
U.S. history includes a legacy of people pursuing religious
liberty,
including
Catholics.
“The early settlers of this
country were, by and large,
people who were pursuing an
exercise of religion,” Flynn
said. “In that sense, religious
freedom isn’t some artifact we
take off the shelf and dust off
to pay tribute to from time to
time.”
Religious identity helps
Americans to define what
they’re pursuing as a people,
he said.
“It defines where we’re going,
where we should go,” he said.
“It helps us define and understand the common good. We
can’t seem to access that concept in a meaningful way without having a clear understanding of our religious liberty and
‘This Home of Freedom’ makes
all that really clear.”

RECOMMENDED READING
“This Home of Freedom,” May 28, 1987, pastoral letter by
Cardinal J. Francis Stafford
Available at www.archden.org or call 303-715-3230 to request a
copy
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” booklet by U.S.
bishops
Visit www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship
“Render Unto Caesar” book by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap.
At bookstores and Amazon.com
U.S. Constitution
Visit www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_
transcript.html
“Testem Benevolentiae Nostrae” (“Concerning New Opinions,
Virtue, Nature and Grace, with Regard to Americanism”), Jan.
22, 1899, encyclical by Pope Leo XIII
Visit www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/L13TESTE.HTM

In addition to the work of
the U.S. bishops—who have
been very vocal on the issue of
religious liberty—it is the job
of every Catholic to be an advocate for religious liberty,
Flynn said.
“We’re facing the most tragic threat to our religious liberty that we’ve seen in quite
some time,” he said. “(It) af-

fects every (religion) because
the government is redefining
what it means to be a religious
people and marginalizing the
role of religious practice in
America—and that is really
dangerous.
“All of us need to stand up.
… Our neighbors, friends and
family members need to hear
from us.”

Jenny Kraska, executive director of the Colorado
Catholic Conference, echoed
this sentiment.
“In light of current events,
in order to understand and
appreciate more fully this first
and most important foundational right and principle
rooted in the dignity of every
human person,” she said, “I
would
encourage
every
Catholic to take some time to
read this important document.
“Cardinal Stafford’s letter is
just as relevant today as it was
25 years ago,” she continued.
“In fact, I think it holds even
more significance today given
the current battle the Church
finds herself immersed in
concerning the issue of religious liberty and the HHS
(Health and Human Services)
mandate.”
To read “This Home of Freedom,” visit www.archden.org.
The accompanying box lists
more recommended reading
on the subject of faithful citizenship.

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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A martyr’s life: Joseph Chiwatenhwa

BY CHRISTOPHER STEFANICK

On Oct. 21, almost 333 years
after her death, the hopes and
prayers of generations of
Catholics were fulfilled by the
canonization of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the first Native American
saint. There is reason to hope
that more will soon follow.
Native American culture at
the time of St. Kateri was a
breeding ground for saints.
Their intensely spiritual outlook
on life, capacity for contemplation, humility, strong sense of
communal obligations and connection to creation made those
who converted uncommonly
open to the grace of God. Those
characteristics still exist in Native American culture today.
But as is the case with all missionary activity throughout history, some aspects of the culture
were incompatible with the
message of the missionaries.
And in the uncomfortable space
where the Gospel rubbed
against the culture there was the
constant threat of murder. To
convert meant to risk one’s life at
the hands of a disgruntled
shaman. Lukewarm Catholicism wasn’t an option.
One soul forged under these
conditions was the Huron warrior Chiwatenhwa—later baptized and given the name Joseph
Chiwatenhwa.
His life changed while listening to the preaching of the mar-

tyr and patron saint of Canada, chief. There is no one else.”
St. John De Brebeuf. It wasn’t a
Joseph and his wife Marie (her
particular phrase that struck Huron name was Aonette) beJoseph, but an experience of the came true apostles by the witHoly Spirit. He knew he
ness of their lives and
was listening to words
of their words. They
of truth flow from the
celebrated the first
missionary’s mouth.
sacramental, Christian
His heart was on fire.
marriage, in Huronia
That experience startshortly after their baped a journey that led
tism. During a time in
him and his entire
Huron history where it
family to the waters of
was common to
baptism, and most CHRISTOPHER change wives with
STEFANICK
likely to his martyrevery passing season
dom.
and sometimes even sell them
As a catechumen (someone off during gambling, Joseph’s fipreparing for baptism) the mis- delity was a shining light.
sionaries recognized that Joseph
As a father he recognized that
had a natural genius about him his children were not his own,
that would rival anyone from but God’s. That’s easy to talk
the top universities of Europe. about, but tragically, Joseph had
They were amazed by his ability to live out the meaning of those
to remember literally everything words with profound heroism.
they taught him. Yet more im- Joseph was an exceedingly
portantly, he grasped the central proud father of his baby boy,
message of the Gospel and it be- Thomas. When Thomas fell ill
came the driving force behind and was dying, the Jesuits
his entire life.
recorded, “He took him in his
He summed up that message arms and spoke to the little one
beautifully in a prayer the mis- as if he had the gift of reason:
sionaries recorded: “Now I begin ‘Thomas, my dear child … we
to see that the reason you made are not the masters of your life; if
us is because you want to share God wishes you to go to heaven,
your love. Nothing attracts you we cannot keep you on earth.’”
as much as your people. … I
After his son’s death, he apknow how to build a cabin and proached the missionaries and
how to live in it. But you ... you said, “You taught me what I
made us, and you live in us. … ought to say to God (to ask) for
You love us so deeply that all I his recovery; tell me now how I
can do in return is to offer myself shall address him when my son
to you. I chose you as my … is dead.” They wrote how they

thought it best to let his tears
flow first, then “We conducted
him to the holy Sacrament,
where he spoke like a real Abraham (offering his son to God).”
Joseph worked hard to provide, like any father should, but
he surrendered his wife and
children to God with a childlike
trust. He referred to God as the
head of his family. He prayed: “I
see the loving way you lead us
along the path of life. You want
what is best for us. If we have
poverty, let us feel your love in it.
If we get rich, do not let comfort
make us forget that we need
you. Never let us turn into selfish
people. Never let us think we are
better than others who have
less.”
When a deadly virus struck
their village, Joseph and Marie
opened their home to the sick,
nursing them to health. Both of
them were constantly making
attempts to bring the Huron to
the faith, and Joseph would travel frequently with the Jesuits to
catechize other tribes. They
were so driven by apostolic zeal
and so effective at making converts that St. Charles Garnier
said of Joseph, “It was in this
Christian that we had our hope
after God.”
Joseph foresaw his violent
death in multiple dreams that
woke him at night. He knew he
was to be scalped and killed. After fighting back his fears, he resolved to accept whatever death
God wanted for him. He was
found as his dream foretold in a
cornfield he had been working
in. He was about 38 years old.

Foundation in action: Father Ed Judy House Stemper
BY JEAN TORKELSON

Gerald “Bud” Laber, the
soon-to-retire president and
CEO of The Catholic Foundation, sums up the foundation’s
mission in five words: “We exist to help others.”
Nowhere is that more
poignantly true than at the Father Ed Judy House, a haven for
homeless single mothers and
children that literally exists today only because the foundation stepped in to fund it.
In the economic chaos of
2008, government funding
vanished and the Father Ed
Judy House was on the verge
of collapse. No one knew that
better than Jonathan Reyes,
head of Catholic Charities of
the Denver Archdiocese,
which administers the program.
“If it was not for The
Catholic Foundation (the
house) would not be open,
and that’s not an exaggeration,” Reyes said.
But the crisis proved to be
an excellent test of the goal
that Laber had set during his
five years of foundation lead-

From Page 1
ership: “Identify the organization with needs, and connect
it with the people who have
the means.”
The foundation intentionally
reaches out to donors to help
them discern where, among
hundreds of archdiocesan programs, they can help best—
whether it’s bridging the pay
gap for Catholic teachers, contributing $650,000 a year to
support inner-city Catholic
schools, identifying the needs
of retired priests, or saving the
Father Ed Judy House.
Today, Laber credits the
foundation’s vigorous outreach and bridge building,
and sound investment strategy, for helping it to achieve national ranking among the top
three foundations of its kind
in assets.

Free to help
Donor support didn’t just
save the Father Ed Judy
House, it reinvigorated it.
Freed of government intervention, it can now meet the
needs of each family as individuals, unfettered by regulatory deadlines and bureau-

cratic restrictions.
“Faith-based funding allows
us to walk with these families
as long as they need,” said
Wendy Oldenbrook, program
director. “We don’t have to
show ‘self sufficiency’ in 30
days; we aren’t responding to
‘funders,’ but to client need.
And what they need is someone who cares about them.”
Caring has led to success.
Clients never “leave” the program but share an ongoing familial relationship with staff.
Today, 43 families are part of
the house’s pilot “alumni program,” which means they escaped homelessness and have
lived independently in their
own homes for the past two
years. Ironically, the house recently received a government
award from a poverty reduction task force for its promising record.
For Laber and the foundation, such success stories
speak for themselves.
“Hopefully,” he said, “people will see that in the Catholic
community we serve the underserved, and we take care of
people.”

the needs of the archdiocese.”
Noting that each year the
foundation funds parishes and
countless programs large and
small, he added: “I think people
will naturally want to be part of
that mission. And I think my role
is about helping connect people
to the Church.”
Deacon Stemper also wants to
inspire people to think of the
foundation as they plan their gift
giving.
“People naturally think of their
colleges and universities as
places to give substantial gifts
and that’s great for worldly learning,” he said. “But we would like
them to also think about giving
to The Catholic Foundation,
which is about helping to populate heaven. Think what a longlasting benefit that is … it’s about
the vision of the Church, to build
the body of Christ.”

On to the future
In 2008, Catholic leaders, including Archbishop Charles
Chaput, who was key to the
foundation’s launch, encouraged Laber to become president.
The Catholic Foundation,
which in terms of assets was the

Some Huron claimed that Iroquois raiders killed him, but to
this day it is unclear if that story
was a cover-up for fellow tribesmen who resented his faith in
Christ. Either way, Joseph lived a
martyr’s life.
St. John De Brebeuf, who celebrated his funeral, recorded a vision he received about Joseph:
“A tent or a dome descend(ed)
from the sky and settle(ed) on
the grave of our Christian. Then
… people rolled up the ends …
and drew it upwards as if they
wanted to raise it to the sky. … I
felt then that God wanted to let
us know his will for the soul of
this good Christian.”
Blessed John Paul II recognized the greatness of Joseph
and his family when he visited
the martyr’s shrine in Midland,
Ontario, in 1984: “Joseph Chiwatenhwa … together with his wife
Aonnetta, his brother Joseph
and other family members lived
and witnessed to their faith in a
heroic manner. … These men
and women not only professed
the faith and embraced Christ’s
love, but they in turn became
evangelizers and provide even
today eloquent models for lay
ministry.”
If I may be so bold as to repeat
the cries in St. Peter’s Square following John Paul II’s death,
“Santo subito!” (“Sainthood immediately!”).

Speaker and author Christopher Stefanick is director of
youth outreach for YDisciple.
Stefanick’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register.

third largest of its kind in the nation when Laber assumed the
reins, has remained so and has
realized additional growth under his leadership. Laber
stressed that the foundation has
been a collaborative effort with
the board of trustees and staff,
“to put faith in action.”
Laber hopes the foundation
continues to build awareness of
its planned-giving program by
showing Catholics the value of
expressing their generosity to
the Church through gifts by
wills, trusts, annuities, life insurance and other gifts.
The foundation is also open
and eager to hear donor ideas,
and to link organizations with
the appropriate donors. For example, a donor proposal to support the needs of retired priests
has been implemented.
Then there is the foundation’s
ongoing goal of strengthening its
relationship with parishes, which
Laber relished: “I have really enjoyed working with pastors and
other members of the clergy.”
As Deacon Stemper put it,
“This is really about living out a
spirit of gratitude for all the gifts
God has given us—and then returning a portion of that to God.”

Jean Torkelson: 303-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
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Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Mass: outside Planned Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave., Denver.
Nov. 2: noon
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530 Logan St.,
Denver.
Nov. 4: 3 p.m.
40 Hours of Adoration: for the
election at Holy Ghost Church,
1900 California St., Denver. Call
303-292-1556 for details.
Nov. 5: 7:30 a.m.-Nov. 6: 11 p.m.
Mass and Novena: to the Mother
of Perpetual Help at Queen of
Peace Parish, 13120 E. Kentucky
Ave., Aurora. Call 303-693-3425.
Nov. 7: 7p.m.
St. Cecilia Mass: for pastoral musicians at Most Precious Blood
Church, 2200 S. Harrison St., Denver. Archbishop Samuel Aquila will
celebrate the Mass and an award
will be presented. Call 303-7153221 or email liturgy.
office@archden.org.
Nov. 16: 7:30 p.m.
Blue Mass: for law enforcement
and emergency personnel at
Christ the King Church, 4291 Evergreen Parkway, Evergreen. Please
attend in uniform. For details, call
303-435-7354 or email
direland@littletongov.org.
Nov. 16: 8:30 a.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at Shrine
of St. Anne Church, 7555 Grant
Place, Arvada. Call 303-420-1280
for details.
Nov. 18: 6 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Veneration of Relics: at St.
Thomas More Church, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. Forty firstclass relics will be exposed for 30
minutes after each of the All
Saints’ Day Masses.
Oct. 31: 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 1: 7 a.m., 10 a.m., 1 p.m.
6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Friendship, Faith and Fun: for
young couples and families in
Room 123 at the John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver.
Bring dinner and a blanket. Hear
communications director Karna
Swanson discuss “Catholic in the
USA.” Sponsored by the Office of
Marriage and Family Life. Email
kelly.bateson@archden.org to request babysitting.
Nov. 3: 4 p.m.-6 p.m.

Julia Greeley Book Signing: during
the Sts. Bakhita and Drexel Award
Dinner at Bogey’s On the Park,
2500 York St., Denver. Call 303715-3165 for details.
Nov. 9
St. Josephine Bakhita and St.
Katharine Drexel Award Dinner:
sponsored by the Office of Black
Catholic Ministry at Bogey's On
the Park, 2500 York St., Denver.
Cost is $30 per ticket. RSVP by
Nov. 1 by calling 303-715-3165 or
emailing mary.leisring
@archden.org.
Nov. 9: 5:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
“Late Night Catechism”: Christmas program at LifeBridge Christian Church, 10345 Ute Highway,
Longmont. Proceeds benefit St.
Francis of Assisi Church building
fund. Cost for general admission
is $40 for adults or $25 for children ages 5-14. For tickets, call
303-651-7625.
Nov. 9: 7:30 p.m.
Secular Discalced Carmelites: formation meeting in the Francis
Room at St. Thomas More School,
7071 E. Otero Ave., Centennial.
Meeting is for those interested in
a deeper spirituality. For more information, call 303-806-9923.
Nov. 10: 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Annual Craft Fair: at Nativity of
Our Lord Parish, 900 W. Midway
Blvd., Broomfield. Bring a nonperishable food item for admission. Call 303-469-0670 for details.
Nov. 10: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Nov. 11: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Fundraiser and Dinner: by the
Holy Cross Seniors at Holy Cross
Church, 9371 Wigham St., Thornton. Entertainment and food. Cost
is $12 for adults, $7 for children
ages 7 and up. Call 303-288-5713
for details.
Nov. 10: 6:30 p.m.

Life Chain: at. St. Joan of Arc
Parish, 12735 W. 58th Ave., Arvada. Meet in the parking lot then
walk to Ward Road to hold pro-life
signs and wave. Call 303-420-1232
for details.
Nov. 17: 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.
Used Books and Bake Sale: at Immaculate Conception Church, 715
Cabrini Drive, Lafayette. For details, call 303-655-9369.
Nov. 17: 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Theology on Tap: with Archbishop
Samuel Aquila at Katie Mullen’s
Irish Pub and Restaurant, 1550
Court Place, Denver.
Nov. 28: 7:30 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Women's Discernment Retreat:
with the Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma in the Stone House at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Cost is $10.
Call 303-715-3144 or email
sister.nickel@archden.org for details.
Nov. 2-4
“Hidden Mountain, Secret Garden”: spiritual retreat at the
Lanteri Center for Ignatian
Spirituality, 416 22nd St., Denver.
Professor Anthony Lilles will delve
into Carmelite prayer and draw on
his book. Cost is $125. Call 303298-1498 to register. Visit
www.lantericenter.org.
Nov. 2-4
Annual Scouting Retreat: titled “A
Celebration of Mother Cabrini” at
Mother Cabrini Shrine, 20189
Cabrini Blvd., Golden. Open to all
scouts in kindergarten through
high school. No cost. To sign up,
call 303-703-9101 or email
bofcen@msn.com.
Nov. 3: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sisters of Loretto: discussion in
the B2 conference center at the
Denver Public Library, 10 W. 14th
Ave. Parkway, Denver. Tom Noel
and Dennis Gallagher will present
on “Sisters of Loretto in Kentucky,
Santa Fe, Colorado and Wyoming.”
No cost. For more information,
call 303-783-0450.
Nov. 4: 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Latino Senior Health Fair: for ages
50 and older at Centro San Juan
Diego, 2830 Lawrence St., Denver.
Free flu shots, blood pressure
check, lab work and more. Call
303-295-9470 ext 110 for more information.
Nov. 11: 8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Regis University Lecture Series:
continues with “Archbishop
Romero’s Legacy Alive at Regis:
Faith Doing Justice” by Father
Kevin Burke inside the St. John
Francis Regis Chapel, 3333 Regis
Blvd., Denver. Call 303-964-5715
for details.
Nov. 7: 7 p.m.

Christmas Sale: to benefit the Little Sisters of the Poor in Colombia. Christmas items and bake
sale at the Mullen Home for the
Aged, 3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Call 303-433-7221 or email acdenver@littlesisters
ofthepoor.org.
Nov. 16: 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Nov. 17: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Priesthood Discernment Retreat:
for men in high school at St. John
Vianney Seminary, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Attend Mass, ask
questions and have lunch with
seminarians. For more information
or to register, visit
www.priest4christ.com
Nov. 11: 9:30a.m.-4 p.m.

Women's Discernment Weekend:
with the Benedictine Nuns of the
Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale. Pray,
listen and learn about the contemplative life. Suggested donation is $25. For details, call 970472-0612, or email
sr.ancillaosb@gmail.com.
Nov. 16-18
Discernment with the Salesian
Sisters: for women ages 18-30 at
Our Lady of the Snows Convent,
2403 Marlborough Place, Colorado
Springs. Join the sisters in praying the Divine Office, activities
and discussion about consecrated
life. Call 719-632-4463 or email
abcfma@gmail.com.
Nov. 25: 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
Demons and Exorcism Talk: by exorcist Father Gary Thomas in the
university center at the University
of Northern Colorado, 2045 10th
Ave., Greeley. The movie “The
Rite” is based on father’s experiences. For more information, call
970-352-1060 or email
info@stpetergreeley.org.
Nov. 27: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Advent Talk: on the new evangelization at St. James Church, 1311
Oneida St., Denver. Father Michael
Carvill will present on “Understanding the New Evangelization”
in the parish hall. Call 303-3227449 for details.
Nov. 29: 7 p.m.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Our Lady of Lourdes School
Vendor Fair Fundraiser: at 2256 S.
Logan St., Denver. Shopping, food
and prizes. Call 720-283-1392 for
details.
Nov. 3: noon-4 p.m.
High School Information Night: inside Bonfils Hall on the John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Information will be available
about Bishop Machebeuf, Holy
Family, Mullen, Regis Jesuit and
St. Mary’s Academy high schools.
Call schools for more information.
Nov. 14: 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

YEAR OF FAITH
Lecture Series: on the Year of
Faith by Catholic Charities and the
Augustine Institute at 6160 S.
Syracuse Way, Greenwood Village.
Dr. Christopher Blum will discuss
“Bossuet, Vincent de Paul and the
Crisis of Faith of the 17th Century.” RSVP to joelynne.
jewell@augustineinstitute.org.
Nov. 1: 7 p.m.
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