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Bishop Conley ordains four priests
BY JEAN TORKELSON
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An economics graduate
from Poland, and an aspiring
computer engineer from
Ecuador. A onetime broadcast
major from the University of
Colorado-Boulder, and from
Loveland, a young man with a
desire to teach.
Four men, each with his
own talents and treasure,
joined the ranks of the
Church’s newest priests when
they were ordained May 12 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception.
“Ordinations are always a
time of great joy and gratitude
to God and great hope for the
future,” Bishop James Conley,
apostolic administrator of
Denver, told the packed
cathedral audience.

The men
The standing-room only
crowd Saturday morning included more than 100 priests
and deacons from the archdiocese, as well as a large international sampling of family
and friends of the four men.
Each will begin serving a
parish in the Archdiocese of
Denver starting June 13. They
are: Father Wojciech Mariusz
Gierasimczyk, 31, of Gorzow,
Poland, appointed parochial
vicar at St. Anthony Parish,
Sterling; Father Juan Manuel
Bonilla, 29, of Ambato,
Ecuador, appointed parochial
vicar at St. Anthony of Padua
Parish, Denver; Father Samuel
Alan Morehead, 28, of
Berthoud, Colo., appointed
parochial vicar at St. John the
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FOUR deacon-seminarians were ordained to the priesthood May 12 at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception in Denver. The men, from left, are: Father Ryan O’Neill, Father Samuel
Morehead, Father Wojciech Gierasimczyk and Father Juan Manuel Bonilla.
Evangelist Parish, Loveland;
and Father Ryan Cullin
O’Neill, 28, of Fort Collins and
Loveland, Colo., appointed
parochial vicar, St. Anne
Parish, Grand Lake, and surrounding parishes in Granby,
Winter Park, Kremmling and
Walden.

Growing vocations
In his opening remarks,
Bishop Conley recounted his
recent ad limina visit to
Rome, at which he told Pope
Benedict XVI about the up-
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coming ordinations.
“It brought a big smile to his
face,” Bishop Conley reported.
“He said, ‘Good positive news
from Denver!’”
The news is especially good
for Denver, which expects
more than 80 seminarians to
be enrolled next fall at its two
seminaries, St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary and Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary.
Bishop Conley said Denver
has the third highest number
of seminarians in the nation.

The ordination rites

Over the course of two
hours, the four men participated in a ceremony both ancient and new.
In a dramatically symbolic
moment at the start of the ritual, the four men lay face down
on the marble floor, symbolizing the laying down of their
lives, only to rise up again to be
ordained priests of God.
Each man knelt before the
bishop, pledging their respect
and obedience.

See Ordinations, Page 3
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c. 1591 - 1657 / Feast - May 16
Born to a Polish family, Andrew studied with Jesuits in Lithuania and was ordained a Jesuit in
1622. He successfully pastored two communities
before a period of ill health 1643-49. Hostility toward Catholics escalated where he was serving,
despite a formal agreement between the Roman
Catholic and Russian Orthodox churches to
peacefully coexist. In Pinsk (Belarus), Andrew encouraged the persecuted Poles, but was captured by Cossacks and suffered a horrific
martyrdom: whipped, dragged, skinned, and pierced by awl and sword.
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Pro-life ministries help moms, kids

BISHOP’S COLUMN

BY NISSA LAPOINT

MOST REV.
This is the second story in a
three-part series highlighting local pro-life ministries.

JAMES D. CONLEY

The tragic link between
abortion and contraception
In 1992, the U.S. Supreme Court made the second-most
important decision about abortion to date. The case was
Planned Parenthood v. Casey and at issue was the right of
states to regulate the practice of abortion.
The court's decision was a double-edged sword. Tragically,
it confirmed the decision of Roe v. Wade and affirmed the
principle that abortion should be legally available in the
United States through all nine months of pregnancy. The decision was wrong, from both a moral and constitutional perspective—and its consequence can be measured in millions
of children killed by abortion.
But Planned Parenthood v. Casey also confirmed that
states have at least some authority to oversee the way the
abortion industry is regulated. This paved the way for the
widespread popularity of parental and spousal notification
laws, of counseling and ultrasound requirements, and, in
some places, of waiting periods before abortions. Many of
these laws have led to a reduction in abortions—they’ve
saved lives.
Because Planned Parenthood v. Casey considered abortion
in great detail, the court reflected on the causes of abortion
in American culture. Its findings were chilling. The court
stated: “abortion is of the same character as the decision to
use contraception. … For two decades of economic and social development, people have organized intimate relationships and made choices that define their views of themselves
and their places in society, in reliance on the availability of
abortion in the event that contraception should fail.”
In Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the Supreme Court confirmed something that the Catholic Church has long proclaimed: abortion is directly related to the use of contraception. Cultural acceptance of contraception mandates a paralleled acceptance of abortion. The statistical increase of abortion since the time of the “sexual revolution” confirms this
fact.
The Guttmacher Institute itself, the research arm of
Planned Parenthood, reports that “54 percent of women who
have abortions had used a contraceptive method during the
month they became pregnant.”
The reasons for the correlation between abortion and contraception are clear. The use of contraception is predicated
on the premise that we control our fertility. At the heart of the
contraceptive mentality is the notion that a couple can engage in sexual activity and avoid its natural consequences.
Couples who unintentionally conceive a child while using
contraception are far more likely to turn to abortion.
The contraceptive mentality is predicated on the premise
that we have absolute control over every aspect of our lives
and that we have the right to live according to our own desires and plans.
This mentality subtlety chips away at our trust in and dependence on the providential care of God. It turns us more
directly toward ourselves and our selfish wants. And it feeds
an egoism in which our own desires and plans become the
center of the universe. Gradually but steadily that egoism
erodes our conscience.

See Conley, Page 11

Four months into her pregnancy, 33-year-old Shemika
Ward walked into the doors of
the Gabriel House in Denver
looking for help.
It was an emotional time for
her, she said, because a high-risk
pregnancy left her uncertain of
her due date and doctors told
her she couldn’t work.
The Gabriel House, part of the
Denver Archdiocese’s Gabriel
Project outreach ministry to
pregnant women in need and
new mothers, welcomed Ward
and gave her the items she
needed for her son, Raijon. Ward
now volunteers for the ministry.
“Considering I was no longer
able to work I needed every-

PRO-LIFE
MINISTRIES
The Gabriel Project
Three Gabriel House locations
offer outreach
Denver: 1341 Oneida St.
Boulder: 2885 Aurora Ave., No. 6
Aurora: 13101 E. Mississippi Ave.
(opens in June)
Phone: 303-377-1577
Catholic Charities of Denver
Project Rachel, post-abortion
ministry
Address: 4045 Pecos St., Denver
Phone: 720-377-1351
Regina Caeli Clinical Services,
counseling
Address: 4045 Pecos St., Denver
Phone: 720-377-1359

thing,” Ward said. “They provided everything I needed and it
made a huge difference.”

Denver’s Gabriel House sees
from 60 to 100 women during
the two days a week it’s open,
said director Mimi Eckstein. The
needs are great and the ministry
continues to expand with a new
location in Boulder and two
more planned to open this year
in Aurora and Lakewood.
The Denver Archdiocese offers women a multitude of services including pregnancy counseling, adoption services, postabortion healing and psychological services.
Catholic Charities of Denver,
the charitable division of the
archdiocese, launched a ministry called Regina Caeli Clinical
Services, which helps women,
families and children from all
faiths and economic levels with
mental health issues.
The director, Kathryn Benes,
said the ministry has seen

See Ministries, Page 10

Catholics organize marriage rally at Capitol
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The Colorado Catholic Conference continued its work to
defend and protect marriage
by holding a marriage rally May
15 at the state Capitol.
People gathered to pray and
rally behind traditional marriage on the west steps of the
Capitol downtown in response
to the Legislature’s consideration of a civil union bill.
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper called for a special session that began May 14 in order
to consider seven bills the state
House “failed to act on” during
regular session.
One of the bills representatives were asked to consider is
Senate Bill 2, which would allow same-sex couples to enter

into a civil union.
The Colorado Catholic Conference, a public policy organization that serves the dioceses
of Denver, Pueblo and Colorado Springs, responded by
calling Hickenlooper’s decision
a “great disappointment.”
“This special session is a rash
reaction to political and financial pressure from special interest groups who do not represent
the majority of Coloradans,” the
conference said in a statement.
Colorado voters approved
Amendment 43 in 2006 that defines marriage between a man
and a woman. That same year
Referendum I, which would
have established domestic
partnerships, was defeated by a
53 percent vote. In April 2009,
former Gov. Bill Ritter signed

into law “designated beneficiary” legislation that gave rights
like hospital visitation, medical
decision making and inheritance to same-sex couples.
The conference also asked
people to call Hickenlooper
and their representative and
senator to voice their opposition to attacks on marriage and
efforts to change its definition
from a union between one man
and one woman.
The legislators will determine the length of the special
session, which costs taxpayers
$23,500 a day, according to the
governor’s office.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
Nissa.LaPoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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New order marks 25 years, invigorates Littleton parish
BY JEAN TORKELSON

St. Mary’s Parish in Littleton
played a key role last weekend
in an international event—the
25th anniversary celebration of
the founding of the Disciples of
the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a
religious order established a
quarter-century ago by five
young men in a small Spanish
town.
“This is an example of the
fruits of the new evangelization—a young, new movement
in the Church which has
sprung out of the call of
Blessed John Paul II,” said Bishop James Conley, archdiocesan
apostolic administrator, who
spoke during the festivities
May 12.
The reception, which followed a thanksgiving Mass,
drew in many of the parish’s
several thousand families, who
were treated to an impromptu
serenade by their pastor, Father
Alvaro Montero, and his pastoral team. Accompanied by
accordion and guitar, the
“band” included parochial vicars, all members of the order,
Father Javier Nieva and Father
Leopoldo Vives; Father Armando Marsal, who is in residence
at the parish; and theology student, Brother Juan Espino. The
entertainment also included
the Disciples’ visiting superior
general from Spain, Father Jose
Noriega, who is also one of the
order’s five founders.
St. Mary’s is one of only two

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER Jose Noriega, superior general of the Disciples of the
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, gives a high-five to a student after a
school Mass at St. Mary Church in Littleton May 10.
parishes in the world led by the
Disciples—the other parish is
in Madrid, Spain. Yet the
parishes represent an explosive
growth of the order. Today, the
order has 30 members, 19 of
them priests, six of them stationed in Colorado. Its university professors are based in
Madrid and Rome. The order’s
mission is to provide family
and youth ministry, strong
Catholic education from elementary school to the university level, and to help each individual and family develop a
personal friendship with Jesus,
using the spiritual exercises of
St. Ignatius of Loyola as the
foundation.
“This is something God put
in our hearts,” Father Noriega

said. “We were poor people in
the beginning, without resources but a strong friendship
with Christ and each other. So
for something to grow this big,
the way seemed impossible.
We wanted to be fruitful, to
share with others what we received from Christ, although it
was not clear how when or
where. But God always surprises us.”
One of the biggest surprises
is how the Spanish order found
its way to a suburban parish in
Colorado. That was the work of
former Archbishop Charles
Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., who was
alert to authentic new movements in the Church and keen
on bringing them to Denver,
Bishop Conley said. In this

case, it meant placing one of
the
archdiocese’s
largest
parishes into the care of a pastor who had been a priest for
only about two years.
Father Montero had met the
order in 1992, when he was in
college in Madrid. He was
struck by the Disciples’ youth
and friendship—first their
friendship with Christ, and
then with each other.
“And that’s how the mystery
of a vocation unfolds,” Father
Montero said.
Years later, in 2007, came the
invitation from Archbishop
Chaput.
“Archbishop Chaput did run a
risk with us, but this is the way
God works—he works with creativity and trust,” said Father
Montero. “I told Archbishop
Chaput, ‘You realize I have been
a priest a little over two years
and you are giving me faculties
to run a big parish?’ He said,
‘You’ll make mistakes, but don’t
worry—you’ll correct them!’”
The result has been an invigorated and involved parish.
“I knew they were special as
soon as we got here,” said Mary
Jo Rakowski, who joined St.
Mary Church in 2007, virtually
the same time as the Disciples
arrived. Immediately she and
her husband, Paul, enrolled
their children, Aidan, now 8,
and Keelee, 7, in the parish
school.
“The Disciples really are disciples—true friends of Jesus,”
Rakowski said. “They have this

Ordinations
From Page 1

The rite’s pivotal moment
occurred when Bishop Conley
conferred the priestly office
through the laying on of hands
as he silently recited the prayer
of ordination over each man.
In a symbol of continuity
and priestly unity, the concelebrating priests, more than 80
in all, walked forward in a
solemn procession to personally lay hands on each ordinand.
The men then donned
priestly vestments and presented their palms to Bishop
Conley to be anointed with sacred chrism, indicating their
distinctive participation in
Christ’s ministerial priesthood.

Priestly call

In recent interviews, the men
reflected on their vocations.
For Father Gierasimczyk,
Denver was not even on his
radar screen, growing up.
“My vocation came from the
Neocatechumenal Way, and I
was sent by lottery to Denver. I
just obeyed God’s choice.”
A graduate of Redemptoris
Mater Seminary, he grew up in
a Catholic family thinking,

PHOTOS BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FOUR priest-elect lay prostrate during the Litany of Supplication. Right: Priest-elect Samuel
Morehead promises respect and obedience to Bishop James Conley.
“The priest appeared mysterious to me and I wanted to
know what this mystery was
about.”
Father Bonilla had never left
his home in Ecuador for more
than a weekend until he entered Denver’s Redemptoris
Mater. Fascinated by computer engineering, he was led to
the priesthood through the
Neocatechumenal Way. He
overcame his own early “life
without meaning” and now
wants to help others do the
same.

Father Morehead was following broadcast studies at
CU when he sensed an emptiness in the modern technological world. “Perhaps it is
precisely due to the hostility
of the culture that I found the
call to be a priest the more attractive.” When he entered St.
John Vianney Seminary, he
came to see the priesthood as
“the source of authentic freedom.”
Father O’Neill, an aspiring
high school teacher while in
college, eventually enrolled at

St. John Vianney Seminary. “I
decided to become a priest
partly because the world hates
the priesthood and I have always had a desire to go against
the grain ... the priesthood is
totally countercultural.”

Family and friends
To trumpet fanfare, families
brought the eucharistic gifts
to the altar. At the recessional,
spontaneous applause and
cheers broke out as new
priests walked down the aisle
with their fellow priests. In the

very clear desire for each person in the community to grow
in holiness, and they make you
desire it, too. They preach the
truth with enthusiasm. My
children love all of them. They
are highly intelligent and educated, but still approachable,
and that is really a gift.”
Since the Disciples arrived,
the parish has experienced a
lively growth in volunteering
and programs. In the Encounters with Christ program,
schoolchildren are awakened to
friendship with Jesus using the
methods of St. Ignatius. Friends
of the Disciples has grown to 700
members who help support the
priests with their “time, talent
and treasure,” including a lively
newsletter. A new exchange
program welcomes Spanish students to the parish for summer
visits, and will send St. Mary’s
youth to Spain.
The Disciples also issue constant invitations to young people to consider a religious vocation. The results are already
paying off: the parish has produced three religious sisters
and one potential seminarian.
Now Father Montero has a new
marketing pitch: Who wants to
become the first Americanborn Disciple?
His call-out has already
reached the ears of Cameron
Schimmoller, 14.
“I’m thinking about it,”
Schimmoller said, with a grin. “I
think that would be pretty cool.”
Jean Torkelson: 303-7153215;
www.twitter.com/DC
Register

outdoor grotto, they were
overwhelmed in a crush of
well-wishers who begged for
their first blessing. In the
crowd was Father Gierasimczyk’s parents, Halina and
Czeslaw Gierasimczyk.
“This is a blessing of God for
me,” his mother said.
“It’s such a thrill to see
these wonderful boys,” said
Frances Le Clere, a member,
with husband Ralph, at St.
John the Evangelist Parish,
where Father Morehead will
soon serve. “Sam is a very holy
person.”
Father O’Neill was reunited
with Sister Carolyn, his grade
school principal from Loveland, who came all the way
from Ohio to see him.
“He was a leader, even
then,” she recalled. “A spiritual person, even when he was
little.”
Edgar Sanchez, a family
friend from Ecuador, knelt on
the ground to ask Father
Bonilla for his blessing. Afterwards, Sanchez said a few
words which a bystander
translated: “He sees in Father
Juan the power of God.”

Jean Torkelson: 303-7153215; www.twitter.com/DC
Register
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Charles W. Colson, R.I.P.
Back in the days when Chuck Colson was willing to run over
his grandmother for Richard Nixon, I would have happily done
the same to Mr. Colson. Well, that was then, and this is now. And
over the past 20 years, I never met a more thoroughly converted
Christian, a more ecumenically serious Christian, or a more
tenacious Christian than Chuck Colson, who died on April 21.
He was a man whom I came, not just to respect, but to love.
Our friendship and collaboration began in the early 1990s,
when Herb Schlossberg, the evangelical author, buttonholed
me at a Washington reception and expressed concern about the
ongoing fracture between Catholics and evangelical Protestants, two communities that Herb thought should be working
together to shore up America’s public culture. I mentioned
Herb’s concern to Richard John Neuhaus; Neuhaus called Colson; and within a matter of months “Evangelicals and Catholics
Together” was born.
What began as co-belligerency in the American culture-war
soon evolved in ways none of us had anticipated. Led by
Neuhaus and Colson, and prodded by such towering intellects
as Avery Dulles, S.J., and J. I. Packer, “ECT,” as we called it, developed into what was arguably the most important theological
encounter ever between evangelical Protestant and Catholics.
Issues that we had once imagined completely off-the-table—
Mary; the communion of saints; justification—were not only
broached but examined, pondered and prayed over. And the
result was not only a deepening of fellowship but a refinement
of thought. That a leading evangelical theologian should today
be working on a book on Mary-for-evangelicals says something
about the miles traveled, and the centuries of misunderstanding bridged, in those conversations.
ECT returned to the culture-wars in 2010, this time in defense
of religious freedom. And just before Chuck Colson died, the
U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty commended and cited the ECT statement, “In Defense of Religious
Freedom,” that Chuck had helped push to completion.
Life with Chuck Colson also involved adventures. My favorite
took place in Rome, about 10 years ago. At a conference held in
the old Synod Hall of the Apostolic Palace I ran into Colson,
who asked if I might do him a favor. Obviously, I replied. Well,
Chuck said, he had met John Paul II on several occasions, but
his wife, Patty, a Catholic, had never met the pope and would
be ecstatic if that could be arranged. Nothing easier, I said—at
which point Chuck asked if he could bring along another Major
Evangelical Figure (as I shall discretely style him) and his wife.
No problem, said I.
So Patty Colson, Chuck, Major Evangelical Figure, and Mrs.
Major Evangelical Figure met John Paul II, and Chuck called me
the night of the general audience to express his thanks. I then
asked if he thought a picture of the encounter in the English
edition of L’Osservatore Romano would serve our common ecumenical purposes. Chuck, initially enthusiastic, then got cautious: “Wait; I’d better check with (Major Evangelical Figure).”
The next day I got another phone call from Chuck: “Don’t do
anything. The pope was sitting when he received us, and (Major
Evangelical Figure’s) picture was taken when he was down on
one knee in front of the pope. He’s afraid his fundraising will
collapse if that picture gets out!” I laughed, assured him that I
would abandon any idea of having the photo run in the Vatican
newspaper—and reflected on the still-supple political instincts
of a man who found his true vocation only after being driven
out of politics.
Chuck knew the threat Major Evangelical Figure feared: at the
beginning of our common work, Colson’s leadership in ECT
cost Prison Fellowship, the marvelous ministry he founded,
millions of dollars in lost donations. Chuck took the hit and soldiered on because he believed that the truth of Christ would
prevail, eventually, over hardened hearts. It was a conviction he
came to him from hard personal experience. And it made him
one of the great Christian witnesses of our time.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Denver Archdiocese. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

May 20: Ascension Sunday
Scripture readings:
• Acts 1:1-11
• Psalm 47:2-9
• Ephesians 1:17-23
• Mark 16:15-20
Overview: This week’s first
reading from Acts nicely complements the Gospel in which the
missionary mandate to preach
the Gospel accompanies the Ascension. The cloud into which
Jesus vanishes represents the divine presence, reminding us of
Moses’ encounter with God on
Mount Sinai, the vision of the
Son of Man in Daniel 7:13 and, of
course, the Transfiguration. Jesus’
disappearance doesn’t mean that
he’s gone. It means that he has
entered into a higher mode of existence and is thereby present to
the Church in a new way. He may
be invisible, but he’s still present,
as he said at the end of Matthew’s
Gospel, “Behold, I am with you
always, even to the end of the
age.” In our second reading Paul
prays that the “eyes of your hearts
may be enlightened” so you
might know what is your hope.
Hope, one of the theological
virtues, is grounded in the fact

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Catholic Christian
comfort is healing
In two recent stays at University Hospital, I received the holy
Eucharist from extraordinary
ministers from St. Pius X and St.
Thérèse parishes in Aurora as
well as from my brothers and
sisters in the Neocatechumenal
Way. Thanks to this wonderful
ministry, I felt the healing power
of God. I’m grateful.
John Feeley
Fort Collins

Bishop Conley’s ad
limina column beautiful
I would like to thank Bishop
James Conley for the beautiful
column published in the

that Christ reigns “above every
principality, authority, power and
dominion.” Those who believe in
Christ and the things of heaven
have hope because their minds
are set on the things that are
above, “where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God” (Col 3:12). In this week’s Gospel Jesus’ ascension is accompanied by the
commandment to “proclaim the
Gospel to every creature.” His ascension marks the end of his
earthly ministry and the beginning of the Church’s mission to
evangelize. The missionary imperative was explained in Vatican
II’s Decree on the Mission Activity of the Church (“Ad Gentes”),
which said, “Driven by the inner
necessity of her own catholicity,
and obeying the mandate of her
founder the Church strives ever
to proclaim the Gospel to all
men. The pilgrim Church is missionary by her very nature.”
Key verse: “The one who descended is also the one who ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things”
(Eph 17:18).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Being seated at the Father’s right hand signifies the inauguration of the Messiah’s
kingdom, the fulfillment of the

prophet Daniel’s vision concerning the Son of man. After
this event the Apostles became
witnesses of the ‘kingdom (that)
will have no end’” (No. 664).
Pope Benedict XVI: “Is he, the
risen Lord, now ‘exalted at the
right hand of God’ not for that
reason completely absent? The
departing Jesus does not make
his way to some distant star. He
enters into communion of power
and life with the living God, into
God’s dominion over space.
Hence he has not ‘gone away’ but
now and forever by God’s own
power is present with us and for
us” (“Jesus of Nazareth,” Vol. 2).
Application: Christ’s ascension
opens up to us new horizons of
existence, reminding us that
there’s more to life than meets the
eye. The ascension also reminds
us that the Lord’s work isn’t finished. He has commissioned us
to spread the Gospel wherever
we are so that the paschal mystery, which transcends time and
space, is available to everyone. In
a highly secular world where
things like money, pleasure, prestige, etc., can drag us down and
blind us to the things of heaven,
the Ascension awakens hope and
instills a renewed sense of meaning and purpose.

May 9 Denver Catholic Register
in which he shared with the
people of the archdiocese his
impressions from his visita ad
limina apostolorum visit to
Rome. His descriptions of
Rome, the presence of the
Catholic Church there, the connections he renewed with the
history of the Church’s martyrs
and the memories of his meetings with the Holy Father
reignited my decades-long fantasy of living in the Eternal
City. How much greater must
his appreciation have been visiting the holy sites as a successor of the Apostles.
It is comforting to know that,
even in these days of great uncertainty, it is still possible to
walk in the footsteps of the
saints and to rub elbows with
those who may in future days

be declared to be holy. These
considerations make many of
our merely human inconveniences seem quite petty in
comparison.
Mary Anne Little
Denver

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250
words and should include the writer’s
name, address and telephone number.
We rely on our readers to recognize that
the opinions expressed in letters to the
editor are those of the author and are
not necessarily those of the Archdiocese
of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation or libelous
statements will not be printed. Unsigned
letters will not be printed. Letters may
be edited. Send letters to: Editor, Denver
Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-7152045. E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
May 16: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
May 17: Personnel Board and College of Consultors' meetings, JPII Center (10:30 a.m.); Baccalaureate Mass,
Bishop Machebeuf High School, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (6:30 p.m.)
May 18: Episcopal Ordination and Mass of installation for Most Rev. Liam Cary, Bend, Ore.
May 20: Mass (8:30 a.m.) and guest speaker for the Altar and Rosary Society Mother-Daughter breakfast (10
a.m.), St. John the Baptist Church, Longmont; Mass, Catholic Biblical School graduation, St. Thomas More
Church, Centennial (2:30 p.m.)
May 21: Mass, Mother of God Church (8 a.m.)
May 22: Redemptoris Mater board of trustees meeting, Redemptoris Mater Seminary (2 p.m.); Mass, Christ
in the City missionaries, Holy Name Church, Englewood (6:30 p.m.)

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. David Allen, appointed parochial vicar, Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Foxfield, effective immediately.
Very Rev. Reinhold Weissbeck, V.F., appointed acting administrator pro tem, St. Martin de Porres Parish, Boulder,
Colo., effective immediately. This is in addition to his duties as pastor, St. John the Baptist Parish, Longmont.

CORRECTION
The story about Vince Boryla in last week’s Denver Catholic Register incorrectly identified a charitable fund he
established. Boryla established the Father Woody Fund at Regis University, which has grown to some $4 million.
Boryla was a business associate and close friend of Bill Daniels, who established the Daniels Fund, a $1.2 billion
foundation that provides grants to nonprofit organizations and college scholarships to deserving students.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE
BY PETER WESTHOFF

On farmers and farming
A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.”

5. Why were the Pharisees upset that Christ
and his Apostles were picking the heads of
grain and eating the grain?
A. The crop was not ready for harvesting
B. They were worried about lower yields
C. It made them unclean for the Passover
D. They said their action broke the Sabbath
E. NOTA

The feast of St. Isidore, patron of farmers,
was May 15, so our thoughts will turn agrarian. May God bless all farmers—and may he
extend extra blessings on my relatives and
friends farming in Colorado.

6. In the Parable of the Sower, what do the
thorns represent?
A. Persecution
B. Cares and concerns of the world
C. Hidden treasures
D. The temptation to leave farming for a factory job
E. NOTA

1. What are rogation days?
A. Days to ask God’s protection from calamities and his blessings on the planting of fields
B. Days for rouging the wheat, especially removing wild rye
C. Processions held in honor of St. Isidore to
invoke his intercession from storms
D. Invocations to a litany of saints during
times of drought, asking for moisture
E. NOTA

7. In the Book of Ruth, Ruth goes to a field to
glean. What would she have been doing once
in the field?
A. Raking soil over scattered seed
B. Watering a planted field
C. Picking up grain from a field already harvested
D. Burning the stubble after the reapers had
gone
E. NOTA

2. Who plowed St. Isidore’s fields for him so
that he could attend daily Mass and still get
his work done?
A. Angels with white oxen
B. Monks from a nearby monastery after
they had prayed vespers
C. His neighbors who benefited from his
prayers
D. Piers the Plowman
E. NOTA

8. Which of these is the title of a painting by
Jean-Francois Millet that shows a man and a
woman praying together in a field?
A. “Thanksgiving”
B. “Angelus”
C. “Love’s Labour’s Lost”
D. “Farm Living”
E. NOTA

4. What did the seven lean cows of Joseph’s
dream indicate?
A. Seven days of fasting
B. Seven months of vegetarian meals
C. Seven years of famine
D. Seven nights of bloody sacrifice
E. NOTA

10. Complete this statement of Our Lord from
Matthew 9:37: “The harvest is rich but…”:
A. the granaries are full
B. the laborers are few
C. the mules are ill
D. the farmers are poor
E. NOTA
Answers: 1. A, 2. A, 3. E (Dorothy Kopetzky of
Wiggins, Colo., gathered donated wheat from
area farmers and arranged for the milling of
the grain into flour and the making of the
hosts.) 4. C, 5. D, 6. B, 7. C, 8. B, 9. A, 10. B

3. Who provided the hosts for World Youth
Day 1993 in Cherry Creek State Park in Denver?
A. They were made in Canada, a gift of cloistered nuns
B. Pope John Paul II brought them from Rome
C. All parishes in the Denver Archdiocese collaborated to provide the hosts
D. The previous host country, Poland, sent
the hosts
E. NOTA

9. What one of two things might the “Unprofitable Servant” (Luke 17:7) have been doing
in the field?
A. Plowing or tending sheep
B. Sowing or reaping
C. Buying or selling grain
D. Running an olive or wine press
E. NOTA
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Study shows US Catholic population stood at nearly 59 million in 2010
BY DENNIS SADOWSKI

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The
U.S. Catholic population
stood at 58.9 million in 2010,
according to a new census of
religious congregations.
The number of Catholics is
lower than the 62 million
Catholics reported in 2000,
but the difference is due to a
change in the way data was
collected during this goround, said Cliff Grammich, a
researcher working for the
Glenmary Research Center
who compiled statistics from
20,589 parishes, missions and
other places with regularly
scheduled weekend Masses.
The 2010 U.S. Religion Census: Religious Congregations
and Membership Study released May 1 showed that the
number of Catholics is three
times that of the country’s
second largest religious body,
the Southern Baptist Convention, with nearly 19.9 million
members.
Sponsored by the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies, the
study is conducted every 10
years and coincides with the
once-a-decade U.S. census. It
also collected data from
Protestant, Jewish, Muslim,
Hindu, Buddhist and other religious congregations.
Grammich told Catholic
News Service that he analyzed statistics provided by
individual parishes on the

number of registered households, registered individuals,
infant baptisms, burials and
Mass attendance to arrive at
the final count. In earlier
studies, less specific data was
sought from individual dioceses rather than from parishes,
he said.
“The counts are the best
that could be supported by religious data, sacramental statistics and survey data,”
Grammich explained.
The new study indicates a

Catholic population that is
significantly lower than two
other oft-cited sources that
track the U.S. Catholic population. The Official Catholic
Directory for 2010 reported
68.5 million Catholics with
data collected from individual
dioceses. The 2010 General
Social Survey of the National
Opinion Research Center estimated there were 77.9 million
American Catholics based on
percentages applied to the entire U.S. population.

Pope recognizes Hildegard as saint,
advances causes of US bishop, nun
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Although she was never canonized, St. Hildegard of Bingen is to be added to the
Catholic Church’s formal list
of saints, and Catholics
worldwide may celebrate
her feast day with a Mass
and special readings by order of Pope Benedict XVI.
The Vatican announced May
10 that the pope formalized
the Church’s recognition of
the 12th-century German
Benedictine mystic, “inscribing her in the catalogue
of saints.” The same day, the
pope advanced the sainthood causes of 19th-century
U.S. Bishop Frederic Baraga
of Marquette, Mich., and of
Sister Miriam Teresa Demjanovich, a member of the
Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth in Convent Station,
N.J., who died in 1927. The
pope’s order regarding St.
Hildegard recognizes her
widespread fame of holiness

and that Catholics have venerated her for centuries. In a
2010 series of audience talks
about women’s contributions to the Church, Pope
Benedict dedicated two talks
to St. Hildegard. He said she
is a worthy role model for
Catholics today because of
“her love for Christ and his
Church, which was suffering
in her time, too, and was
wounded also then by the
sins of priests and laypeople.” In St. Hildegard’s time,
there were calls for radical
reform of the Church to fight
the problem of abuses made
by the clergy, the pope had
CNS PHOTO/CROSIERS
said. However, she “reST. HILDEGARD of Bingen,
proached demands to subthe 12th-century German
vert the very nature of the
Benedictine mystic, is depict- Church” and reminded peoed in a window at the College ple that “a true renewal of
of St. Scholastica in Duluth,
the ecclesial community is
Minn. She is holding her
not achieved so much with a
"Scivias," the illustrated book change in the structures as
in which she describes her
much as with a sincere spirit
religious visions.
of penitence.”

Grammich explained in a
statement released by Glenmary Research Center with
the statistics that the survey’s
findings are based on the
canon law definition of a
Catholic “as someone who is
linked with the Catholic community through baptism and
burial.”
Overall, 150 million Americans—48.8 percent of the
population—were associated
with the 236 reporting religious bodies.
Catholic parishes in the
Northeast and north central
states reported the greatest
losses in population. Grammich attributed the decline to
the number of deaths outpacing infant baptisms, especially
in northeastern dioceses.
By region, the Northeast
maintained the highest number of Catholics at 18.3 million. Elsewhere, 13 million
Catholics lived in the north
central region, 12.6 million in
the South and 14.9 million in
the West.
Other census findings include:
• Populations in urban areas
of the Northeast and Midwest
declined while it grew in the
South and West; regionally,
the number of Catholic
churches by region remained
more stable.
• Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) of Catholics were in
metropolitan areas with at
least 1 million residents, com-

pared with 69 percent in 2000.
• By state, the Catholic population ranged from 3.5 percent in Tennessee to 44.9 percent in Massachusetts.
• The number of Catholics
grew in 19 states and increased by 10 percent or more
in 10 states: Alabama,
Delaware, Georgia, Nevada,
North Carolina, Oregon,
South Carolina, Tennessee,
Utah and Virginia.
• The number of Catholics
declined by at least 10 percent
in 17 states: Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York,
Ohio, Rhode Island, South
Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin
and Wyoming.
• The size of parishes varied
widely, with the average
parish in California having
7,782 members compared
with 489 members in the average Alaskan parish.
• Catholic churches, missions or communities are located in 2,960 of the nation’s
3,143 counties, more than any
religious body except the
United Methodist Church,
which claims a presence in
2,991 counties; the United
Methodist population totaled
9.9 million people.

The full study is available at
www.rcms2010.org/. Catholic
data is available at www.glenmary.org/rcms2010.

Thousands mark 95th
anniversary of Fatima
apparitions in Portugal

CNS PHOTO/RAFAEL MARCHANTE, REUTERS

PILGRIMS attend a candlelight vigil at the Marian shrine of
Fatima in central Portugal May 12. Thousands of pilgrims arrived at the shrine to attend the 95th anniversary of the first
apparition of Mary to three shepherd children. Lucia dos Santos and her cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto, received
the first of several visions of Mary May 13, 1917. The feast of
Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, is the occasion every year for
millions of devotees to celebrate the apparitions of Mary in
1917 and to meditate on her call for repentance and conversion by the modern world.
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Priest photographer’s work aims
to give voice to the voiceless

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

JESUIT Father Don Doll stands in front of an exhibit of his work at Regis University in March.
BY JULIE FILBY

For 50 years Jesuit Father Don Doll
has seen the world through the lens of
who he is and the life he’s lived.
Father Doll, a renowned photographer whose work was featured in National Geographic magazine in 1984 and
1990, has traveled the globe “to tell the
stories of people who have no voice.”
His ministry began on the plains of
South Dakota in the early 1960s while
working with the Lakota people on the
Rosebud Reservation. He had joined the
Jesuit order after graduating from high
school in 1955.
“The first week I was there they said,
‘Would you like to learn photography?’
“I said, ‘Sounds like fun.’”
After two years of training and experience in photography, he questioned
that choice.
“I went for a walk on the prairie (wondering) ‘What the heck am I going to do
as a Jesuit?” the 75-year-old priest reminisced. “I’m not brilliant like some of
these guys.”
Feeling he hadn’t taken “a single decent picture after two-and-a-half
years,” he suddenly heard a voice inside
him say: “‘Stay with the photography,
it’s the first thing you love doing, don’t
worry if it takes 10 years.’
“It did!” he added with a laugh.
Since following those promptings of
the Holy Spirit, Father Doll’s work—including Native Americans, Yupik Eskimos along the Bering Sea, and the Athapaskans on the Yukon—has become
well-known and received many awards
including the prestigious Kodak Crystal
Eagle Award for Impact in Photojournalism at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C., and Artist of the Year
at the Governor’s Awards sponsored by
the Nebraska Arts Council.
His project “Finding Ernesto” was
aired in 1999 on ABC’s “Nightline with
Ted Koppel” and he has released two
books on Native Americans: “Crying for
a Vision” and “Vision Quest: Men,
Women and Sacred Sites of the Sioux
Nation.” In the early 1990s he was featured in a national ad for Apple’s PowerBook, with musician Todd Rundgren,

determined to be one of Apple’s top ad
campaigns to date.
“I see how the Holy Spirit speaks to us
in the depths of our hearts and I trust
that,” he said. “I don’t hear voices a lot
(but) when I have a hunch, I really trust
that’s how the Holy Spirit speaks to me.
It’s true of every project I’ve taken on.”
Since 1969, Father Doll has worked at
Creighton University in Omaha, where he
is a professor of journalism. For the last 20
years, he has documented the work of Jesuit Refugee Services in some 50 countries including India, Sri Lanka, Uganda,
Sudan and Rwanda. These assignments,
he said, working with “the poorest of the
poor” have been close to his heart.
In March he was in Denver participating in an international think tank for Jesuit Commons: Higher Education at the
Margins, an initiative of the Society of Jesus with JRS. Through the program,
refugees earn a higher education certificate from Regis University through an international network of Jesuit universities.
“Jesuits have a mission: faith doing
justice,” he shared, quoting his personal
artist statement. “I photograph to tell
the stories of people who have no voice.
Hopefully, I can help others understand
and work to change unjust social structures.”
He often finds himself praying that he
can look at people and photograph them
“with something of the empathy and understanding that God has for them.”
“Often I’m asked if being a priest affects my photography,” he shared, reflecting on nearly 44 years in the priesthood. “My answer is always: ‘Yes, it has
everything to do with it.’
“For me, it’s hard to separate the creative process of ‘seeing’ from prayer.
Both can be contemplative acts.”
To commemorate a half-century in
photography, Father Doll is working on
a book and considering an art exhibit to
be on display at the 28 Jesuit colleges
and universities in the United States.
For more about Father Doll and to view
his work, visit magis.creighton.edu.
Julie
Filby:
303-715-3123;
Julie.filby@archden.org; www.twitter.
com/DCRegisterJulie
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180 local Scouts earn Catholic religious emblems Girl Scouts
BY JULIE FILBY

While performing their duty
to God, country and others over
the course of the school year,
180 Scouts in the Denver Archdiocese earned Catholic religious emblems from the archdiocese’s Catholic Committee
on Scouting. Organizations participating were Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, American
Heritage Girls and Venture
Scouts, as well as adult leaders.
“Faith-based groups like
Catholic schools and churches
can put a stronger exclamation
point on ‘duty to God’ since
there are few secular constraints,” Jon Elliott, chairman
for the Denver-Area Catholic
Committee on Scouting, told
the Denver Catholic Register.
“Many youth are introduced to
the concept of God and the notion of attending Sunday services through their scouting
programs.”
Many of the Scouts who
earned awards attended an annual recognition Mass and reception May 5 at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Northglenn, where they received certificates from the committee
and rosaries from the Knights
of Columbus. Celebrant Father
Brian Larkin, parochial vicar,
commended the Scouts during

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

FATHER Brian Larkin and Jon Elliott, chair for the Denver-Area
Catholic Committee on Scouting, present certificates to Scouts at
a Mass May 5 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Thornton.
his homily and related the motto, “Be prepared,” to their spiritual lives.
“We want to be prepared,” he
said. “God has a plan for your
life … and you need to be prepared for that plan because
someday, he’s going to give you
your ‘marching orders.’”
While Bishop James Conley,
apostolic administrator for the
archdiocese, was unable to attend as he was at the Vatican
for his ad limina visit with Pope
Benedict XVI, he sent a letter of
congratulations that was read
by Father Larkin.

“I commend each of you for
your pursuit of these awards as
they are a demonstration of
commitment to the Scout’s duty to God,” Bishop Conley
wrote. “The awards are not an
end of the faith journey, but a
beginning of a more faith-filled
education built on this strong
foundation.”
He encouraged them to continue pursuing other Catholic
scouting awards.
Awards and emblems earned
included: 111 Cub Scouts received Light of Christ and
Parvuli Dei (Children of God),

15 Boy Scouts earned Ad Altari
Dei (To the Altar of God), three
Venture Scouts (boys and girls
age 14-21) received Pope Pius
XII awards, 24 Girl Scouts and
American
Heritage
Girls
earned Family of God, 15 Girl
Scouts and American Heritage
Girls earned I Live My Faith,
one Girl Scout received the
Marian Award, and one Scout
earned a St. Tarcisius Award.
Troop 600 from Shrine of St.
Anne Parish in Arvada received
the National Catholic Quality
Unit Award-Pope Paul VI.
Ten adult leaders were recognized for their contribution to
the faith formation of Scouts
including Father Piotr Mozdyniewicz, pastor of Shrine of
St. Anne, who received a
Bronze Pelican Award. It is the
fourth consecutive year a priest
has been honored.
To earn awards, Scouts engaged in service projects such
as making sandwiches for
Samaritan House, completed
catechesis in workbooks, led
family faith activities, conducted interviews with adults about
vocation, attended liturgical
celebrations, studied the sacraments, and made boxes to hold
their daily prayer intentions.
“Religious emblems are im-

See Scouts, Page 9

knit scarves
for hospital
Nine fifth-grade girls in
Girl Scout Troop 1421 from
St. Thomas More Parish in
Centennial recently earned
the highest honor a Junior
Girl Scout can achieve: the
Bronze Award. Under the
guidance of troop leader
Natalie Crowe, the girls
learned how to knit, then
made and donated 28
scarves to Sky Ridge Medical Center in Lone Tree to
be used by patients at the
Sky Ridge Cancer Center.
To accomplish the project
“Knitting for the Needy,”
each Girl Scout collected
yarn from their families
and school communities
and knitted at least 20
hours over a period of six
months. The scarves were
delivered to the hospital
May 10 by troop members
Sarah Carter, Natalie Christiansen, Kathryn Clemens,
Renee Crowe, Claudia
Lemire, Amelia Moenster,
Grace Oswald, Morgan
Schaaf and Brooke Washburn.
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Youth rally to feature bestselling
‘Heaven is for Real’ author and son
Colton Burpo to
share his story of
miraculously
visiting heaven
BY JULIE FILBY

The annual Guppy Fest Youth
Rally will be held June 8 at St.
Thomas More Parish in Centennial. The event for students in
grades seven through 12 is a
daylong celebration of testimony, games, skits, speakers, Mass
and holy hour. This year’s lineup
will feature “Heaven is for Real”
author Todd Burpo and his son
Colton.
The New York Times best seller
“Heaven Is for Real: A Little Boy’s
Astounding Story of His Trip to
Heaven and Back” is based on
the experience of then 4-yearold Colton, who during emergency surgery for a ruptured appendix in 2003, slipped from
consciousness and visited heaven. The story, as told by Todd but
often in Colton’s words, relays
the boy’s message that heaven is
a real place, Jesus “really, really”
loves children, and to be ready
for a coming last battle.
“When people come (to hear
us speak) they want to see if
we’re ‘for real,’” said Todd Burpo
in a May 7 interview with the
Denver Catholic Register from
his home in Imperial, Neb.
“(They want to know) if we’re
just a regular family.”
He said they’re a regular family that experienced a miracle.
After surviving the ordeal,
Colton began sharing matterof-fact details with Todd, pastor
of Crossroads Wesleyan Church
in Imperial; and mom Sonja,
about looking down from heaven and seeing the doctor operating on him, Todd praying in “a
little room” alone, and Sonja in
another room praying and talking on the phone.
“Not even Sonja had seen me
in that little room having my
meltdown with God,” Burpo
wrote in the text, at a time when
his “faith was hanging by a tattered thread and fraying fast.”
Later revelations made it clear
something special had hap-

Scouts
From Page 8

portant because they help many
youth, some who may not be
otherwise catechized, talk with
their family about their belief in
God,” said Elliott. “The program
provides a structured mechanism for that dialogue.”
Since the Catholic Committee on Scouting was reactivated
in the archdiocese in 2007 by
Elliott and Jay Zolitor, archdiocesan chair, the number of

GUPPY FEST
YOUTH RALLY
Speakers, breakout sessions,
skits, Mass, music
When: June 8, 9:30 a.m.-4:45
p.m.
Where: St. Thomas More
Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial
Tickets: $15, deadline May 25
Call: 303-220-3388, ext. 1
Email: youth@stthomasmore.org
Website: www.stthomasmore.
org/guppy-fest

pened to Colton including a detailed description of meeting his
sister in heaven—a baby Sonja
had miscarried years earlier that
no one had ever told Colton
about; and getting acquainted
with his great-grandfather “Pop”
who had died 30 years before
Colton was born.
The presentation at Guppy
Fest will be a sit-down Q-and-A
format, with a parish moderator,
Deacon Steve Stemper, asking
questions to Todd, Sonja and
Colton.
“Everyone likes to see Colton,”
said Todd. “I’m just the dad.”
However, Colton, who turns
13 later this week, can get nervous speaking in front of large
crowds. It’s a stage fright that
doesn’t apply to singing.
“He gets nervous talking, but
he’s comfortable singing,” said
Todd. “He likes to sing.”
Colton will close the presentation in song. Denver-based contemporary praise and worship
band Read You and Me will join
the Burpo family at Guppy Fest.
The appearance is a stop on
the national “Heaven is for Real
Tour,” featuring the Burpos and
Read You and Me continuing
throughout the country till the
end of the year.
It is the family’s hope that attendees take away a renewed
sense of the power of prayer, particularly during times of trouble.
“God got us through,” said
Todd. “Though there were times
when I didn’t know if I was going
to make it through.”
Scouts
earning
religious
awards has climbed steadily. At
St. Thomas More Parish in Centennial, 79 Scouts overall—32
Boy Scouts and 47 Girl Scouts—
were awarded religious emblems, a number believed to be
a record for the parish.
For more information on the
Catholic Committee on Scouting visit www.archden-dccs.org.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
Ju l i e . f i l b y @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

BOOK COVER
They will also relay the significance of the ongoing battle of
good and evil and that “God is
the solution, not the problem.”
Guppy Fest will also have
breakout sessions, for different
age groups, on the topics of
heaven, hell and purgatory from
a Catholic perspective. They will
be led by area priests including
Father Andrew Kemberling, pastor at St. Thomas More; and Father John Paul Leyba, pastor of
Holy Trinity Parish in Westminster.
Guppy Fest is set for 9:30 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m. June 8 at St. Thomas
More Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.
in Centennial. Tickets are $15.
The registration deadline is May
25. For tickets or information
call David Tschumper at 303220-3388, ext. 1, email
youth@stthomasmore.org or
visit www.stthomasmore.org/
guppy-fest.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
Ju l i e . f i l b y @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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The blessings of NFP: Couples share their stories
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Juggling their three children
in diapers had pushed the
Hanley’s to their limit.
“We got to the point where
most couples after kids today
say ‘that’s enough,’” said Kim
Hanley, of Our Lady of Loreto
Parish in Foxfield, about her and
her husband, Steve, when raising their children in the ‘90s.
They looked at options to
prevent a repeat of the hectic
life that became their daily ex-

istence—either sterilization,
artificial contraception or any
way to prevent another pregnancy.
Then they heard about natural family planning (NFP)—the
Catholic Church’s approved
birth regulation method for
grave
circumstances—and
took a class with the Couple to
Couple League.
It led them on a path that
changed not only their marriage but their faith in God.
“Once we really understood
the Church’s position, (we)
agreed with it and saw the wisdom—it was eye-opening,”
Steve said. “It really does move
your heart.”
The Hanleys and other couples recently spoke to the Denver Catholic Register about
their decision to use NFP and
the many resulting benefits—
and occasional challenges—in
practicing it.
Natural family planning, they
believe, may be the most misunderstood and unknown form of
family planning even among
Catholic married couples.
It has evolved from the antiquated rhythm method, experts say. Modern NFP includes the ovulation method,
the sympto-thermal method
and the Creighton model,
which recognize and chart the
observable signs of a woman’s
fertility. The methods do not
require drugs and can help
couples achieve a 98 percent

POSTER BY USCCB

THE U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 2012 poster promoting natural family planning reads: “Faithfully yours. Celebrate
and reverence God’s vision of human sexuality.”
effectiveness rate if avoiding
pregnancy.
During their 20 years of marriage, Greg and Jane Benz of
Our Lady of the Plains in Byers
have found NFP to be health
supporting.
Rather than take the carcinogenic birth control bill—the
World Health Organization
found a direct link between
oral contraceptives and cancer
risk—NFP gave the couple a
drug-free way to monitor fertility.
For 10 years, the Benzs, who
have five children, have taught
courses about contraceptives’
health risks through the Couple to Couple League.
“We tell them that the pill
does not actually cure any
health issues,” Jane said. “It
may cover up or mask them.”
The couples said NFP increases communication between them every month even
beyond the simple discussion
of readiness for a child.
“The communication and
working together on this topic

grounds your marriage,” Greg
said.
Making these monthly
choices sometimes requires
abstinence, during which Greg
said takes a higher level of willingness and acceptance of the
challenge.
“We found in our marriage it
took a while to know each other’s boundaries (during times
of abstinence),” he said. “You
have to actually talk about it
and say what’s too much intimacy and discuss what you’re
going to do during every cycle.”
These times of sacrifice became another way for Adrian
and Stacey Nagle of Holy Ghost
Parish in Denver, who’ve had
four children, to show love and
respect for each other through
their actions.
“It’s a real physical way to
demonstrate love,” Stacy said,
especially during months
when it was necessary to abstain for health reasons.
For the Hanleys, practicing
NFP requires sacrifices, but it
bore fruit in their lives.

Ministries

tion with God, the Catholic
Church, themselves and their
child. The Denver Archdiocese is
one of 110 in the United States
with this ministry, said Meredith
Stoops, local clinical administrative assistant for Project Rachel
and Regina Caeli.
The Gabriel Project is also a
national ministry that found its
way to Denver.
A collaboration of parishes
and volunteers will collect monetary and material donations to
assist pregnant women materially, spiritually and emotionally.
The house used for the ministry located next door to St.
James Parish in Denver is
stocked with baby food, formula, cribs, blankets, car seats and
clothes for babies and toddlers.
Leydy Herrera, 23, came to the
house several months ago to receive the baby items she needed, including assistance with

From Page 2
tremendous growth in the
number of clients it has counseled at its location at 4045
Pecos St. in Denver.
Clients may receive services
at reduced rates, offering many
an opportunity for counseling
they wouldn’t otherwise have,
she said.
Women may also receive assistance through Catholic Charities’ Project Rachel, a confidential, post-abortion program
launched in Denver in 1991.
Project Rachel is composed of
trained clergy, therapists and
spiritual directors who help
women and those affected by
abortion heal from the aftermath of an abortion.
The ministry is confidential
for those who seek reconcilia-

“It’s like anything when we
live out the Catholic faith—
there are challenges and struggles and it does come at a price,
but NFP is a fabulous way of
handling this,” Steve said.
The price became beneficial
when the Hanleys realized
practicing NFP was meant for
more than simply avoiding
children, Kim said.
“The Church has an incredible wisdom on this and there’s
an incredible beauty to it,”
Steve said.
With a shared awareness of
Kim’s monthly cycles, she said
she noticed Steve’s deepening
care and concern for her. The
benefits to their marriage became mutual, Steve added,
when he noticed Kim became
more forgiving and understanding.
Furthermore, Kim, rather
than letting the busyness and
exhaustion of life become an
excuse for a lack of intimacy,
she said NFP helped them appreciate the times when they
didn’t need to abstain.
“In the times we had to abstain, we appreciated the other
ways of showing each other
care and compassion, but we
didn’t waste the opportunities
to show intimacy when we
could,” she said.
Beyond the graces it brought
to their marriage, NFP impacted all of their relationships, including enabling them to better teach their children the
virtue of abstaining.
“I think the one core lesson
NFP drives home is being in
the habit of doing things for the
good of others,” she said.
And their trust and faith in
God has become unmovable.
“NFP is the way to put God at
the
center
of
our
marriage...and it became a reality for us,” Kim said.
Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
Nissa.LaPoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa

doctor’s appointments, and
soon offered to volunteer and
help other pregnant women.
“It’s kind of special what they
do here,” she said, adding that
it was difficult to find an organization that helps pregnant
women.
She folded baby clothes with
her mother, Lourdes Locano,
and other volunteer Briana Wilhelmi of the Christ in the City
missionaries at the house May
11.
Wilhelmi said the ministry
has been a great way to touch
women in need and bond with
them.
“We see a lot of moms come
back to the Gabriel House,” she
said.

Nissa LaPoint: 303-715-3138;
Nissa.LaPoint@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Nissa
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SOH makes Catholic education
a reality for inner-city students

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SEEDS of Hope attendees, organizers and participants, from left, John Martin, Bishop
James Conley, Randy Hammond, Kaye Hammond, Luz Garcia and Maribeth Hanzlik.

The festive Hope Springs Eternal
Luncheon, an annual benefit for Seeds
of Hope Charitable Trust, was held
April 20 at the Inverness Hotel and
Conference Center. Emcees were Bill
Hanzlik, former NBA player and coach
and current TV personality, and Jim
Benemann, CBS4 News anchor.
Seeds of Hope provides tuition assistance to students attending
Catholic schools in inner-city Denver, and grants to the schools for programs and technology.
“Our kids are safe in school and our
kids are safe on outside playgrounds—they are loved,” Executive
Director Maribeth Hanzlik told attendees. “Because of you, our faithful
supporters, more students will reap

the benefits of a Catholic education.
From the bottom of our hearts,
thanks for helping make this dream a
reality.”
Tom Hamilton, principal of Assumption School in Denver, delivered the keynote address. Musical entertainment was provided by the
choir of Sts. Peter and Paul School in
Wheat Ridge.
To learn more about Seeds of Hope,
call 303-715-3112, email MaribethH@
seedsofhopetrust.org or visit www.
seedsofhopetrust.org.
Seeds
of
Hope’s annual Party, Peeps & Poker
benefit is set for 5:30 p.m. June 1 at
PPA Event Center, 2105 Decatur St. in
Denver. Visit www.partypeepsand
poker.org for more information.

Conley

being a mere instrument for the satisfaction of his own desires, no longer
considering her as his partner whom
he should surround with care and affection.”
Contraception makes us consumers
of pleasure and slaves to our passions,
leading to infidelity and to disrespect
for women. Ultimately, that slavery
leads to abortion. Millions of women
know that firsthand. The Church
knows it, too. And so does the
Supreme Court.
So often the Evil One tempts us
with a seemingly small and fairly
common sin. But he uses the openings we give him to draw us away
from God. Compromise begets compromise. Sin begets sin—and the
compromise of contraception far too
often leads to the tragedy of abortion.
All of us should be aware of the
temptations of compromise—it may
lead us far beyond our expectations.
But God’s mercy far exceeds the
temptations of the world and the slavery of sin. All of us are in need of
God’s mercy and we will always find it
in the sacrament of confession. God’s
mercy leads to true freedom. And the
Resurrection assures us that no matter where we are, the Lord is always
eager to set us free and start us anew
in the freedom of his love.

From Page 2

Many couples who at the beginning
of their marriage would never dream
of being unfaithful or divorcing or
having an abortion, find after years of
using contraception their consciences
have changed. Slowly, the lens for
evaluating the world becomes governed by convenience and ease. It becomes rooted in the self.
Consider the prophetic words of
Pope Paul VI in the 1968 encyclical
“Humanae Vitae.” The widespread use
of contraception, he said: “could open
wide the way for marital infidelity and
a general lowering of moral standards.
Not much experience is needed to be
fully aware of human weakness and to
understand that human beings, especially the young who are so exposed
to temptation, need incentives to
keep the moral law, and it is an evil
thing to make it easy for them to
break that law.”
He goes on to say that: “another effect that gives cause for alarm is that a
man who grows accustomed to the
use of contraceptive methods may
forget the reverence due to a woman
and, disregarding her physical and
emotional equilibrium, reduce her to

1 2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

MAY 16, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Local deacon’s book, ‘Another
Set of Hands,’ republished
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The role and function of the diaconate
may still be a mystery to some Catholics.
Educating the faithful about the more
personal aspect of the ministry is what
Deacon Tom Quinlan hopes to accomplish with his book, “Another Set of
Hands: A Collection of Short Diaconal
Stories.”
Quinlan, a 75-year-old retired deacon
living in Conifer, released a second
printing of his book that shares his personal diaconate journey and experiences with life, death and faith.
“At the outset you could say that the
book is about me, but it is really about
what I do and what I did,” Deacon Quinlan said. “You can take my name out of
every story and put your parish deacon’s
name in there and the story would still
be accurate and honestly relayed.”
The book is a collection of 36 short
stories beginning with his call to the diaconate in 1977. He began his service 33
years ago in 1979 after he was ordained
and was first assigned to the Diocese of
San Angelo, Texas. He later studied at
the now-closed St. Thomas Seminary in
Denver and graduated with the class of
1987.
Since that time he ministered at various parishes in the Denver Archdiocese
including Good Shepherd Parish in
Denver, St. Jude Parish in Lakewood,
Christ the King Parish in Evergreen and
Our Lady of the Pines in Conifer.
The diaconate itself has changed
since he first entered the ministry, but
he said the stories are timeless.
“I think a few of my stories are humorous, some are sad, many are happy,
(but) I hope all show how God interacts
in our lives, almost on a daily basis,”
Deacon Quinlan said.
He is donating all proceeds from book
sales to Christ the King Parish’s youth
group. Books can be purchased by mail

BOOK COVER

BOOK
Title: “Another Set of Hands: A Collection of Short Diaconal Stories”
Author: Deacon Tom Quinlan
Publisher: Alt Publishing
Purchase: $14.95; purchase from the
book store at Christ the King Parish
in Evergreen or email
tomqueue@earthlink.net

or in person at the parish’s bookstore.
For more information, email Deacon
Quinlan at tomqueue@earthlink.net.

Nissa
LaPoint:
303-715-3138;
Nissa.LaPoint@archden.org; www.twitter.
com/DCRegister Nissa

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Deacon Edward Armijo, reappointed deacon at St. John the Evangelist Parish in
Loveland, effective June 1, 2012.
Deacon Kelvin Brath, reappointed deacon
at All Souls Parish in Englewood, effective
June 1, 2012.
Deacon Robert Finan, reappointed deacon at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Denver, effective June 1, 2012.
Deacon William Hastings, reappointed deacon at St. Peter Parish in Greeley, effective
June 1, 2012.
Deacon Gordon Hudec, reappointed deacon
at St. Mark Parish in Westminster, effective
June 1, 2012.
Deacon Bill Jordan, reappointed deacon at
St. Augustine Parish in Brighton, effective
June 1, 2012.

ties at St. Mary Parish in Greeley and granted
sabbatical leave, effective May 4, 2012.
Deacon Richard Miller, reappointed deacon
at Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield, effective June 1, 2012.
Deacon George Morin, reappointed deacon
at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Denver, effective June 1, 2012.
Deacon Rex Pilger, reappointed deacon at
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Arvada, effective
June 1, 2012.
Deacon Robert Rinne, reappointed deacon at
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Denver, effective June 1, 2012.
Deacon Vernon Rompot, reappointed deacon at Holy Ghost Parish in Denver, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon Harold Kimble, reappointed deacon
at Our Lady of the Valley Parish in Windsor,
effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon Pablo Salas, released from duties
at St. Dominic Parish in Denver and appointed deacon at Holy Rosary Parish in
Denver, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon Michael Magee, reappointed deacon at Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon William Senger, reappointed deacon at Queen of Peace Parish in Aurora, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon William Martinez, reappointed deacon at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in
Denver, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon John Volk, reappointed deacon at
St. John the Baptist Parish in Johnstown
and St. Nicholas Parish in Platteville, effective June 1, 2012.

Deacon Joseph Meilinger, released from du-
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A primer on planning for college funds
BY JULIE FILBY

As college prices continue to
rise rapidly and challenging
economic conditions persist
for many families, putting a
plan in place to save for college
can be intimidating.
Tuition, fees, room and
board at a public four-year
school run about $17,000 per
year on average, in-state; and
nearly $39,000 per year for a
private four-year school, according to the College Board.
In the past 10 years, in-state tuition and fees at public universities have increased on average 5.6 percent per year beyond the rate of inflation.
“Don’t let the sticker shock
paralyze you into inaction,” offered Scott Middleton, a father
of three who just finished supporting his third child through
college. “College expenses can
be daunting, but it shouldn’t
prevent you from doing what
you’re able to do within your
means.”
Middleton, parishioner of St.
Frances Cabrini Church in Littleton, is a principal and director at Innovest Portfolio Solutions, an investment management firm in Denver. He and
his wife, Kathy, spent the last
eight years helping their children with college expenses.
Daughter Hannah, 26, started
at the University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley in 2004;
then son David, 24, attended
Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio; and their
youngest son John, 21, finished
at Red Rocks Community College in Lakewood this year.
“My wife and I made it a priority over the years to do what
we could to help with the
process,” he said, adding that
his parents also helped, as well
as a partial scholarship for one
of the children.
Most families pay for college
using a combination of savings,
loans, work-study and financial
aid.
“It’s important for parents to
realize there are resources beyond their own savings,” he
said. “Such as loans, grants and
scholarships.”
At the same time, these
sources are much less predictable. According to financial
data provider Morningstar fewer than 0.3 percent of students
win full-ride scholarships or
need-based full-ride grants;
while about two-thirds of undergraduates receive some
kind of financial aid, including
student loans.
“It’s helpful for parents to focus on what they can influence,” he said, “which is their
own contribution.”
Starting to save as early as
possible helps ease the burden.
“The sooner you start, the
more it’s going to help over the

CNS PHOTO/MIKE CRUPI, CATHOLIC COURIER

ANXIOUS students line up for their kindergarten graduation
ceremony June 16, 2010, at Christ the King School in Irondequoit, N.Y. For families wanting to send their children to college,
experts recommend starting to save as early as possible.

PAYING FOR
COLLEGE
Online resources
www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.fastweb.com
www.scholarships.com
www.collegeinvest.org
www.kofc.org/scholarships

long term,” said Middleton. “Alternatively, the longer you wait,
the tougher it is.”
Saving sooner allows more
time for money to potentially
compound and grow, depending on investment returns.
Families may consider hiring
an investment advisor or enrolling in a college savings vehicle, such as a tax-advantaged
529 plan, with automatic
monthly contributions deducted from their checking account.
“Setting up automatic contributions to college savings accounts are a great way to instill
discipline and get started,” Middleton said. “After a while those
contributions can be increased
as personal budgets allow.”
Sacrifices, such as deferring
items like entertainment and
travel, may be a consideration
for some families planning for

the long-term.
“Decide what your priorities
are, make sacrifices and trust in
the Lord,” he said.
He also suggested encouraging other family members—
such as grandparents and the
children themselves—to make
saving a priority.
There are many online resources available for applying
for scholarships, grants, loans
and work-study opportunities
such as www.fastweb.com,
www.scholarships.com and
www.fafsa.ed.gov (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).
For information on financial
aid, visit www.finaid.org; and to
learn about Colorado’s CollegeInvest 529 Savings Plans,
visit www.collegeinvest.org.
For the 2010-11 academic
year, the Knights of Columbus
awarded scholarships totaling
more than $1.5 million to more
than 600 students attending
Catholic colleges or universities. For more information visit
www.kofc.org/scholarships.
This article is not meant to
provide specific investment advice for any individual.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
Ju l i e . f i l b y @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie
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Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
African Mass: held every third
Sunday at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, 2301 York St., Denver. Call
720-339-3482 for details.
May 20: 1 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Catholic Sports League: Meet other young Catholics through sports
like flag football, kickball or bowling. Information available online
at www.catholicyoungadult
sports.com.
Courage: a spiritual support group
for men and women with SSA desiring to live a chaste Christian
life. Call 720-434-2638 or email
dnorick@ gmail.com for more information.
Religious Freedom Presentation:
at Saint Agnes Center at Holy
Name Parish, 3290 W. Milan Ave.,
Sheridan. Jonathan Reyes, president of Catholic Charities in Denver, will give a historical look at
the Health and Human Services
mandate on birth control and the
circumstances leading to it. Sponsored by the Christian Life Movement. No cost. Call 303-629-5100
or email denverclm @clmusa.org.
Today: 7 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way: catechesis
at Immaculate Conception Parish,
715 Cabrini Dr., Lafayette. Held
Mondays and Thursdays. Call 303665-5103.
May 17: 7:30 p.m.
Pancake Breakfast: at Holy Rosary
Parish, 4688 Pearl St., Denver.
Call 303-297-1962 or visit holy
rosarydenver.com for details.
May 20: 8 a.m.-noon
Catholic Speed Dating: for ages 3045 at La Loma Mexican Restaurant,
2527 W. 26th Ave., Denver. Cost is
$35. RSVP to datecatholic@aol.com
or 720-309-5321. Visit www.denver
catholicspeeddate.com for details.
May 20: 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

anthony.beatitudes@gmail.com
May 26: 5:30 p.m.
Support Group: for those struggling with infertility meets at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St., Centennial. Meetings include prayer and guest speakers.
For more details, email STMinfer
tility@gmail.com.
June 1: 7 p.m.
Guppy Fest 2012: at St. Thomas
More Parish, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Event features “Heaven is for Real” book based on a
true story. Cost is $15. Sessions
for sixth- through 12-graders. Call
303-220-3388 or email
youth@stthomasmore.org.
June 8: 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m.
Vocations Walk: with St. John
Vianney Seminary, the Knights of
Columbus and the Serra Club at
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Pray
for an increase to holy orders and
consecrated life while walking
around the campus, praying the
Stations of the Cross and celebrating Mass. Gather for a barbecue lunch afterward. No cost. Visit
www.priest4christ.com for details.
June 16: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
St. Pius X Grade School Reunion:
is being planned. Contact stpiusx
gradeschoolreunion@hotmail.com
with any contact information of
former classmates or visit
www.stpiusxgradeschoolreunion.
com. Cost is $25.
July 14
Carmelite Formation Class: with
the St. Joseph Lay Carmelite Community at Holy Family Church,
4380 Utica St., Denver. The third
order of Carmelites is a community of men and women who have
embraced the Carmelite tradition.
Call 303-463-5913 for information.
July 14
Mt. Olivet Cemetery Walking Tour:
at 12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat
Ridge. Call 303-715-3221.
Postponed to Sept. 22

Marriage Prep Seminar: at St.
Catherine of Siena, 4200 Federal
Blvd., Denver. Explore God’s divine
plan for marriage and building a
strong foundation. Fulfills parts of
the archdiocesan preparation requirements. Cost is $180 per couple. Held on four successive
Thursdays. Register by emailing
coleman@gmail.com or calling
303-455-9090.
June 7, 14, 21, 28: 7 p.m.
Mosaics as Meditation: retreat at
the Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale.
Retreat includes reflection,
prayer, music and instruction on
making mosaics. Cost is $230 per
person. Register by June 10. Call
970-472-0612 or email aswre
treats@gmail.com.
June 15-17
Catholic Men's Conference: at the
Pikes Peak Center, 190 S. Cascade
Ave., Colorado Springs. Guest
speakers include Chris Stefanick,
Dr. Ray Guarendi, Randy Hain, Gus
Lloyd and Thomas Smith. Topic is
"A Gathering of Heroes." Visit
www.rmcmc.org.
Oct. 31, 2012

SCHOOL EVENTS
St. John the Evangelist School:
fundraiser to support its extracurricular classes and the parish’s
construction of an adoration
chapel. Annual walk-a-thon will be
held at Fairgrounds Park, 700 S.
Railroad Ave., Loveland. Call 970635-5830 or visit www.school.
saintjohns.net for details.
May 18: 12:30 p.m.
Bishop Machebeuf High School:
fundraiser to benefit the school’s
athletic programs held at the Common Ground Golf Course, 10300 E.
Golfers Way, Aurora. Register by
May 21 for the Pat Panek Memorial
Golf Tournament. Cost is $120 per
player. Call 303.344.0082 or e-mail
hbihr@machebeuf.org for details.
May 25: 8 a.m.

PILGRIMAGES
European Tour: with Holy Cross
Church. Nine-day tour will include
visits to England, Germany,
Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,542. For information,
call 303-457-1997.
May 31-June 9

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Casino Night: with the Knights of
Columbus at 2950 W. Mississippi
Ave., Denver. No cost for admission and no registration necessary. Proceeds will benefit the
council and parishes of St. Jude,
Notre Dame and All Saints. Call
303-934-9606 for details.
May 23: 7 p.m.-midnight
Pentecost Vespers: with the Community of the Beatitudes at St.
Catherine Parish, 4200 Federal
Blvd., Denver. For details, email

Gregorian Chant Retreat: “Sing
Wisely” at the Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029 Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale. Learn the history of
chant, its liturgical functions and
become acquainted with the principles music. Cost is $190 and includes meals and lodging. Call
970-472-0612 or visit www.walbur
ga.org for details.
May 24-27

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Poland
and Eastern Europe: led by Father
Marcus Mallick of Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, Boulder. Eleven-day
tour will cost $3,890. Call 303494-7572 or email laura@sacred
heartofmary.com for details.
July 9-20
Tour the Holy Land: with Father
Hugh Guentner of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Denver.
Cost is $2,749 Call 303-794-3747.
Jan. 22-31
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