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Special students celebrate Christ’s friendship
BY JULIE FILBY
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Adrian Resendez, 21, was all
smiles as he stood at the top
step of the sanctuary proclaiming the word of God
from the first letter of John (Jn
5:1-6) at Mass on Sunday. His
mother Michelle and grandfather Frank snapped photos
and beamed with pride from
their seats at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception as he read.
The afternoon liturgy April
15 at the Cathedral Basilica
marked the annual Mass for
Special Religious Education
recognizing participants and
families served by the Denver
Archdiocese’s Office of Special
Religious Education and Pastoral Care.
Adrian, a parishioner of
Light of the World Church in
Littleton, has participated in
the ministry for nearly 15
years.
“Adrian has pretty much
grown up with (the Special Religious Education program),”
said Michelle Resendez. “He’s
had all the sacraments …
(and) years ago, when they
first started doing classes, he
started helping as an acolyte.”
Along with Adrian, members from several parishes
and communities assisted
with the Mass including Bill
Malone from St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial and
Maria Peek from the Bridge
Community who also served
as lectors; and J.J. Sturm of
Spirit of Christ Church in Arvada and Jamie Ervin of
Queen of Peace Church in Au-
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APOSTOLIC administrator Bishop James Conley receives the offertory gifts from brothers
Andy, center, and Angelo Ortega during the Special Religious Education Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception April 15.
rora who were altar servers;
among others.
The Office of Special Religious Education and Pastoral
Care coordinates catechesis
and sacraments for 11 parishbased religious education
programs; delivers pastoral
care to profoundly disabled
residents at the Wheat Ridge
Regional Center; and runs the
Bridge Community, a state licensed
intermediate-care
group home for eight adult
women. Overall the ministry
serves about 250 partici-

BOOK

pants—with varying degrees
of mental and physical disabilities—as well as their families.
“I used to think the main
thing was to educate the kids,”
Sister of Loretto Mary Catherine Widger, co-founder of the
program and associate director since its inception in 1976,
told the Denver Catholic Register. “But many of them can’t
be educated—what they learn
from is the love, the community and talking about Jesus in
a happy way.”

Relationship is key, she said.
“It’s really about forming a
relationship with Jesus,” said
Sister Widger. “Forming the
friendship (is important to
them) because they are experts at that.
“They are just experts when
it comes to matters of the
heart.”
Father Roland Freeman, director of the ministry since
1998 following the death of his
twin brother Father Lawrence
Freeman, co-founder of the

See Mass, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. AGNES OF MONTEPULCIANO
c. 1268 - 1317 / Feast - April 20
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BOOK cover to “A Heart on Fire:
Catholic Witness and the Next America”

Born to wealthy parents in a Tuscan village in Italy,
Agnes was given to the care of nuns as a child, and
was made superior of a new convent at age 15.
About 1298 she was invited to establish a convent
at Montepulciano, which she put under the direction of local Dominicans. Known for extreme personal mortifications, she lived on bread and water
and slept on the ground for 15 years. She was reported to have visions
and work miracles to feed her sisters when food ran low. Her tomb was
visited by Emperor Charles IV and St. Catherine of Siena.
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Catechetics consulting apostolate
CALC Inc. launches in Denver

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

BY NISSA LAPOINT

ASSET: A step in the
right direction
The name and other details of the woman described in the
column below have been changed to protect her identity.
Carmela is a friend of
mine; a young Catholic who
lives in the western part of
COLORADO
our archdiocese. Carmela
CATHOLIC
lives her faith with joy—a
CONFERENCE
kind of radiance that attracts people to the Church
and to Jesus Christ. She did For help contacting your legislator, visit www.cocatholic
very well in high school and
conference.org or call 303is involved in the life of her 894-8808
community and her
Church. She wants to become a religious sister and I really think she has a vocation
to consecrated life. Carmela is a model Coloradan and a
model American citizen.
Except that Carmela is not an American citizen.
Her parents came to this country when Carmela was small.
They came looking for work and when their temporary visas
ran out, they stayed. They worked hard and raised a family in
the Church. They lived illegally in the United States and when
Carmela turned 18, she decided to stay with her family here.
Illegal immigration is dangerous—and wrong.
Governments have a legitimate interest in securing their borders and in knowing who enters their country. As Archbishop
Charles Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., said in 2009: “The Catholic
Church respects the law, including immigration law. We respect those men and women who have the difficult job of enforcing it. We do not encourage or help anyone to break the
law. We believe Americans have a right to solvent public institutions, secure borders and orderly regulation of immigration.”
Nevertheless, there are hundreds of thousands of people
living illegally in the United States who are employed to clean
our homes and hotels, to harvest our produce, and to build
our roads and houses. The need for immigrants to sustain the
American economic system is clear. The United States has a
vested interest in comprehensive immigration reform, which
recognizes the need for security, the dignity of the human
person and the sovereignty of the family.
Until that happens, undocumented immigrants will exist in
a dangerous limbo. Undocumented immigrants live and
work in this country, providing real value, without being able
to freely contribute all of their gifts, or fully benefit, from
much in the United States. As Jesuit Father Michael Sheeran,
president of Regis University, recently reflected, “A great
threat to political stability is the creation of an excluded class
in a society, an underclass where people of talent are denied
the opportunity to develop their talent, reach personal economic prosperity and thereby contribute to the greater community.”
The Colorado ASSET bill works to mollify that problem.
ASSET provides reduced tuition rates at state colleges and
universities for young, bright, undocumented immigrants
who have graduated from Colorado high schools and spent
three years studying in them. It also requires these students
to seek regularization of their immigration status. The tuition
costs are still more than in-state rates—and the program
costs taxpayers nothing.
ASSET recognizes the dignity of young people who,
through no fault of their own, live illegally in Colorado—
where they’ve worked hard in school. It allows people like
my friend Carmela to become qualified leaders in their
own communities—and to contribute to the common cultural, social and economic good in Colorado. Further, it allows people like my friend Carmela to prepare for their
God-given vocation—in this case, a religious life spent
serving the Church.

See Conley, at right

A new catechetics consulting
business in Denver launched
recently with the mission to
help Christians take the leap
from a Gospel exegete to a daily
practitioner.
Hearts may be on fire for
Christ and spiritual leaders
may be well-informed on the
new evangelization—a term
popularized by Blessed John
Paul II about a call to reawaken
the faith in Christianized countries—but it’s the everyday
methods and implementation
that founders of CALC Inc.
want to teach faithful about in
the Denver Archdiocese and
across the country.
“We know what the mission
of the Church is—it’s evangelization,” said founding principal Barry Metzentine, adjunct
professor for the Denver
Catechetical School. “But how
does that practically happen in
the parish setting? I think a lot
of parishes struggle with that
because of this more ‘siloed’
mentality (within Church operations).”
With business partners
Joseph Burns, founding member and professor of the
Augustine Institute, and John
LaBarbara, vice president of
operations at the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students
(FOCUS) and adjunct professor at the Denver Catholic
Biblical School, the three men
began the business to not only

Conley
From Bishop’s Column at left
ASSET begins to solve,
through education and opportunity, the dangerous conse-

inform the faithful about the
new evangelization but to train
them to do the same and offer
practical ways to live the faith
in their daily lives.
CALC’s approach is divided
into two offerings: the Center for
Advanced Leadership Consulting—to help develop virtuous
leaders who maximize business
success—and the Center for Advanced Leadership and Catechetics—to consult leaders
within the Church, university
campus ministries and Catholic
schools about virtue and catechetical formation.
In their personal work experience and involvement with various ministries, the founders said
they noticed in others not a lack
of love for Christ, but an unfamiliarity with important Vatican
and papal documents concerning evangelization and an uncertainty of how to practically
implement and instruct others
about it.
“We encounter a lack of formation, a lack of training,”
Burns said. “We really want to
be instrumental in addressing
that.”
Not only is their business focused on “training the trainers,” he said, but it is also modeled to consult business leaders about the practical steps
they may take to bring their
faith into the secular and business world.
“A lot of people want to bring
the life of the faith and of Christ
into their whole life and strug-

gle with how to practically go
about that,” he said.
The founders will draw on
many documents in their consultation efforts.
The book “Virtuous Leadership” by Alexandre Havard,
Burns said, discusses a key
concept they will consult
about—how virtue is essential
for the business person.
“It’s impossible to be an authentic leader if we don’t have
character. Character is based
on virtue,” he said. “And if nobody is pointing out the virtues
that lead us to be men and
women of character, we’re all
going to be part of this relativist
mush that leads ... to nowhere.”
Metzentine added that when
one’s faith life “becomes internal, it will have and does have an
impact in the business world.”
Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator of the
Denver Archdiocese, gave his
blessing to the business last
month.
Through workshops, retreats, presentations and consultations, the founders said
they will offer their services for
various costs.
For more information about
the founders and CALC, visit
www.calcinc.com.

quences of illegal immigration.
ASSET will not be enough to
solve the immigration problems in our country. They require serious thought and
careful planning for a comprehensive reform. But ASSET will

help—education, on all sides,
is always the best way to begin
to solve a problem.
Please join me in contacting
our state representatives and
asking them to support
Colorado ASSET.

CALC INC.
Catechetics consulting firm
Web: www.calcinc.com

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
April 16-19: Archdiocese of Denver Priests Convocation, Keystone
April 20: Seeds of Hope “Hope Springs Eternal” luncheon, Inverness Hotel, Englewood (11:30 a.m.); Mass and
confirmation, St. John the Baptist Church, Longmont (7 p.m.)
April 21: Mass, Colorado Education Conference, Catholic Medical Association Denver Guild (8 a.m.); Mass,
Mother of God Church (4 p.m. and 6 p.m.)
April 22: Mass, Mother of God Church (7 a.m.); Mass and confirmation, Shrine of St. Anne Church, Arvada (3 p.m.)
April 23: Candidacy Mass, St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (5:30 p.m.)
April 24: Mass and confirmation, Holy Cross Church, Thornton (6 p.m.)
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Archbishop Chaput releases book on religious freedom
BY NISSA LAPOINT

version and saying “yes” to
Christ.
At the heart of defeating at“The only way to do it is to
tacks on the country’s religious actually live what we claim to
liberty is the need for faithful to believe. Nothing is more powrebuild a Christian culture that erful or more attractive than
serves as the essence of a personal example,” Archbishop
democracy, Philadelphia Arch- Chaput said. “But we also need
bishop Charles Chato speak up vigorously
put, O.F.M. Cap., wrote
for our rights and
recently.
press our elected repIn his new e-book tiresentatives to do the
tled “A Heart on Fire:
same.”
Catholic Witness and
In his e-book, he
the Next America,” the
further discusses the
former Denver archcurrent state of Ameribishop discusses the ARCHBISHOP can society and global
ties between religious
threats to practicing
CHARLES
freedom and a good CHAPUT, O.F.M. the faith. Christianity
society.
is now more than ever
CAP.
The American expeunder attack.
rience of personal freedom, he
A reported 70 percent of the
said, is in fact inconceivable world’s people live in nations
without a Christian grounding. where religious liberty is grave“Modern ideas about human ly restricted, which makes it a
dignity, rights, obligations and global crisis, he notes.
freedom are the child of WestAmerica specifically was
ern culture, and Western cul- founded on the ideas of reliture is a child of Christianity,” gious co-existence, yet the
Archbishop Chaput told the court system and elected leadDenver Catholic Register.
ers have become increasingly
Although American culture hostile to the practice of Christoday is nothing like the found- tianity in public, he said.
ing father’s society in early
“I think there’s a much more
America, Christianity remains aggressive secularism at work
the moral framework of the in American life today. Religion
Western world and must recog- gets in the way of what some
nize religious liberty as a natu- people see as progress on isral right to all of mankind.
sues like abortion, bioethics
“What Christianity does so and sexuality,” Archbishop
uniquely and so well is to bal- Chaput told the Register.
ance the dignity of every individ- “Christianity requires not just
ual person with our social obli- personal conversion but public
gations to the common good,” witness in a believing commuArchbishop Chaput said.
nity and moral engagement
In response to these growing with society. That’s inconventhreats, instead of simply list- ient if you want to rewire the
ing the problems with America country’s moral framework.”
and complaining, Christians
He concludes his book by reneed to construct this religious iterating Catholic faithfuls’ call
culture and protect religious to restore Christian culture in
liberty through personal con- America—to set the world

Mass
From Page 1

office with Sister Widger,
spoke of matters of the heart
in his homily.
“We have all kinds of disabilities,” he told the congregation,
during an energetic homily
that took him up and down the
balloon-adorned main aisle of
the cathedral. “When we love
one another in our weaknesses,
we’re just like Jesus.”
Illustrating a theme of new
life, Father Freeman pulled a
toy caterpillar from a box—a
specially decorated box traditionally used at the annual
Mass. After he allowed the
caterpillar time to “rest,” Father Freeman drew a vibrant
blue butterfly from the box.
“Isn’t it beautiful?” he asked
the captivated congregation.
“The butterfly reminds us that
God gives us new life … that’s
what happened to Jesus …
and this is what Easter is all

about: the Risen Christ placing the Spirit inside us … and
sending us forth.”
Following the homily, members from each of the 18 communities represented at the
Mass processed down the
aisle, some in wheelchairs, to
present a gift—symbolic of
the Mass’ theme, “Alleluia! Alleluia!”—to Bishop James
Conley, apostolic administrator and main celebrant for the
Mass.
As Bishop Conley accepted
a brightly decorated butterfly
from each group—a cheerful
display that flanked the tabernacle for the remainder of
Mass—he personally greeted
each individual with a warm
welcome, a handshake and a
blessing.
“The family needs to know
that the Church cares,” Sister
Widger told the Register.
“That’s one of the reasons this
Mass is so important; when a
bishop takes the time ... it
speaks volumes.

BOOK

GUEST COLUMN

Celebrating hope in Juarez
BEN
LAGER
helps cut
the ribbon
for the
dedication
ceremony
of St.
Jerome
Mission
parish
center.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY BEN LAGER
Title: “A Heart on Fire: Catholic
Witness and the Next
America”
Author: Philadelphia
Archbishop Charles Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap
Publisher: Image Books
Price: 99 cents
Available: Online at
www.Amazon.com,
www.BarnesandNoble.com or
www.ChristianBook.com

ablaze with their witness.
A genuinely Catholic life,
among other things, should feed
the soul and mind while also recapturing the nobility of the human story and the dignity of the
human person, he wrote.
“This is the kind of witness
that sets fire to the human
heart,” he wrote in his book. “It
starts the only kind of revolution that really changes anything: a revolution of love. ...
Our task is to start that blaze
and then help it grow.”
Archbishop Chaput’s e-book
is available for purchase on the
Internet for 99 cents.

“This is our 39th Mass and
every bishop, starting with
Archbishop (James V.) Casey,
has greeted every single person.”
In a 1978 pastoral letter as
part of their pro-life activities,
the U.S. bishops encouraged
dioceses to embrace the “responsibility to our own disabled brothers and sisters in
the United States … by furthering their spiritual, intellectual, moral and physical
development.”
“They have a right to it,”
said Sister Widger, speaking
on the importance of religious
education and faith formation. “They have a right to
have people walk with them
on this friendship journey.”
The Mass closed with the
congregation
clapping,
stomping
and
shouting
“Hooray!” as they sang and
danced to “If You’re Happy
and You Know It.”
Read related story about
autism on Page 9.

Local pharmacy owner Ben Lager is board president of the
Catholic apostolate St. Jerome Mission in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.
The mission began as an outreach of the Denver Catholic Biblical School when Lager was a faculty member.
Throughout the last five years, Catholics in the Denver Archdiocese have contributed to the construction of a parish center
in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, called St. Jerome Mission. I wish each
of you could have traveled with me and a friend March 17 to celebrate its dedication in one of the poorest barrios in Mexico.
After driving from Denver all night we crossed over the
downtown El Paso bridge at 8 a.m. Soon we were walking
across the border into what has recently become the most violent city in the world. We jumped into a friend’s old truck and
traveled 5 bumpy miles through the western slums to Nuestra
Señora de Esperanza (Our Lady of Hope) Church.
There we met Father Pedro Gonzalez, the pastor, who takes
care of this and four other parishes in Juarez. He is a tireless,
joyful priest, despite the overwhelming problems his parishioners face every day. He was overjoyed to see us, and to show
us what your prayers and financial support have created for the
poorest of God’s poor.
Your generosity has built for the Catholics of Juarez a lovely
parish center, retreat center, parish office and simple rectory for
Father Pedro. I was dumbstruck at not only how beautiful the
complex is but that the entire neighborhood has been reborn!
When construction on this building began in 2007, the barrio
was a terrible slum. There was no trash removal. Huge potholes
made driving down the unpaved streets treacherous. Emaciated dogs roaming the neighborhood were the face of the barrio’s
misery.
People lived in abandoned cardboard shacks, unless their
home was one of the 250 houses built in the area by Southern
Exposure, the homebuilding group spearheaded by Spirit of
Christ Parish in Arvada and the late Deacon Mike Howard.
But now, proudly nestled in the shadow of St. Jerome Mission, is a park with green grass and flowers. The city has set up
weekly trash pick-up, the streets are paved, and many now live
in comfortable adobe homes. Parishioners are venturing out
on Saturday night for Mass. Attendance is up so much that Father Pedro has added another Sunday Mass.
During the dedication, Father Pedro read a letter of congratulations from Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator of
the Denver Archdiocese, relaying his joy in the completion of
the building and eliciting great applause when the priest announced that Bishop Conley’s letter also included an additional
$30,000 from an anonymous donor to begin the last section of
the retreat center.
In return, St. Jerome parishioners sent two beautiful ponchos
to Bishop Conley as a sign of gratitude for their friendship with
the Denver Archdiocese.
Over and over again, the hundreds of parishioners who attended the celebration begged us to convey their gratitude, saying “Thank you—thank you!” What touched them even more
than your generosity is that during their darkest years you remembered them and showed your faith in them by investing in
this marvelous, safe gathering place for their sacramental
events.
Our five-year project in Juarez is almost finished. Be sure to
visit the website www.stjeromemission.com to see inspiring
photos of the building that has brought so much hope to the
poor of Mexico.
About $25,000 is needed to complete the dormitories for St.
Jerome Mission retreat center. To donate, mail a tax-deductible
check to St. Jerome Mission, 1434 S. Gaylord St., Denver, CO
80210 or donate online at www.stjeromemission.com.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Philip II, China and the
great Catholic ‘What-if’
History being linear, “What if….?” is an unanswerable question—but always a fascinating one. What if George Washington
had failed in New York in the early days of the American revolution and the rebellion had been crushed? What if Lee had heeded Longstreet, won Gettysburg, and then taken Washington,
thus ending the Civil War and achieving Confederate independence? What if Charles Lindbergh had been the Republican candidate in 1940 and had defeated FDR? What if Bush vs. Gore
had been decided differently in 2000?
“What if…? questions involve more than politics, of course.
What if the apostles had turned right rather than left on leaving
the Holy Land, so that Christianity was first “inculturated” in a
civilization (India) lacking the Greek principle of non-contradiction: Could the Church have developed a doctrinal architecture if Christianity had first been planted in a culture where
something could both “be” and “not be”?
Then there is the great “What if….?” involving Christianity
and China, of which I’ve only become aware, thanks to a
November 2011 lecture by the distinguished historian, Hugh
Thomas, published in the March 2012 issue of the British journal Standpoint.
According to Lord Thomas, a combination of Spanish conquistadors and missionaries, led by a remarkable character
named Lopez de Legazpi, proposed to use the new Spanish
colony of the Philippines as the launch-pad for a Spanish and
Christian takeover of China—an ambition they styled la empresa de China, “the China project.” The “project” fired the imaginations of Legazpi’s successors, who pressed the Spanish
monarch, Philip II, for permission to bring China under
Spanish control. Philip, whom Hugh Thomas styles “the Great
Procrastinator,” dithered, being preoccupied with rebellion in
the Spanish Netherlands, and eventually cooled to the idea.
True to the original Ignatian charism, the fires of evangelical
(and political) ambition were rekindled by a Jesuit, Alonso
Sanchez, who went to China in 1582 and returned to the
Philippines determined to revive la empresa de China. It would
not be a walkover, Father Sanchez conceded; but he thought
8,000 men and 12 galleons could do the job.
And what a job it would be. For Sanchez and his supporters
imagined a China filled with Christian universities and monasteries as well as Spanish forts, a China in which the Spaniards
would intermarry with Chinese women (“serious, honest, retiring … and usually of great grace, beauty and discretion”) to
form a new mestizo race that would be thoroughly Catholic,
and from whose numbers the Gospel would then come (along
with Spanish hegemony, of course) to India, Southeast Asia,
Borneo, the Moluccas and Sumatra.
Yet the Great Procrastinator in the Escorial continued to, well,
procrastinate, and the defeat of the Invincible Armada by
Howard and Drake in 1588 gave Philip II even more reason to
dither about schemes of conquest and conversion in the Far
East. Eventually, as Lord Thomas concludes, “nothing was done.”
The plan was never explicitly rejected. Philip II simply let it die of
inattention, as consummate bureaucrats know how to do.
But what if Philip had forged ahead—and succeeded? In the
1990 encyclical, “Redemptoris Missio” (“The Mission of the
Redeemer”), John Paul II, noting that the great failure of Christian
mission in the first two millennia had been in East Asia, urged
that the mission ad gentes (the mission to the nations) be focused
on Asia in the third millennium. But what if China had been
evangelized in the 17th century and had subsequently developed
a vibrant form of Catholicism that blended the best of European
and Chinese talents and personalities? Might the mission ad
gentes, in the third millennium, be one in which this Euro-Asian
Catholicism re-evangelized the religiously arid societies of Old
Europe? Might we be speculating about a Chinese pope, not as
something fantastic, but as something obvious?
Hugh Thomas is old-fashioned enough to lament a lost religious, cultural and geopolitical opportunity: “Christianity did not,
alas, become the dominant religion of China as it had become in
New Spain.” “What if” it had, merits a moment’s speculation.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

April 22: Third Sunday of
Easter
Scripture readings:
• Acts 3:13-19
• Psalm 4:1-8
• 1 John 2:1-5
• Luke 24:35-48
Synopsis: Christ is the key to
understanding the Bible. In the
first reading, Peter explains how
God through Christ “has
brought to fulfillment what he
had announced beforehand
through the mouth of all the
prophets.” Peter’s speech is
prompted by the miraculous
healing of a crippled man,
which utterly amazed those who
saw it. He tells the astonished
crowds how Jesus is the “holy
and righteous one” and “author
of life” whom they had put to
death, but is now alive! Peter’s
discourse reflects a common
pattern that contains the essential Gospel message, or kerygma;
a pattern that appears several
times in the book of Acts. The
second reading from the first letter of John uses language similar
to Peter’s to describe Jesus.
Raised from the dead and now
seated at the right hand of God
Jesus Christ the “righteous one”
applies the merits of his death
and resurrection to cover our

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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THE BUTTON above was found
at Berkeley Lake last month.
The finder is seeking its history.

sins and “the sins of the whole
world.” The proper response to
what Christ has done is what the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church calls the “obedience of
faith.” For the one who responds
in faith, “the love of God is truly
perfected in him.” In this week’s
Gospel reading, Christ appears
unexpectedly to the disciples in
the upper room in the evening
of that first Easter. Utterly
amazed, they thought they were
seeing a ghost. He convinced
them that he wasn’t a ghost or a
figment of their imaginations by
eating a piece of baked fish.
Afterward, he “opened their
minds to understand the
Scriptures,” explaining how
everything “in the law of Moses
and in the prophets and psalms”
are fulfilled in him. The “Living
Word”—Christ—gives life to the
written word. The written word,
in turn, bears witness to Christ.
Key verse: “He opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “The Christian faith is
not a ‘religion of the book.’
Christianity is the religion of
the Word of God, a word which
is ‘not a written and mute word,
but the Word which is incarnate and living.’ If the
Scriptures are not to remain a
dead letter, Christ, the eternal
word of the living God, must,

Pope Benedict XVI: “Let us
never forget that when the sacred Scriptures are read in the
Church, God himself speaks to
his people, and Christ, present
in his own word, proclaims the
Gospel. If it is to be properly
understood, the word of God
must be listened to and accepted in a spirit of communion
with the Church and with a
clear awareness of its unity
with the sacrament of the
Eucharist”
(“Sacramentum
Caritatis,” 45).

Application: Holy Mother
Church urges “all the Christian
faithful to learn by frequent
reading of the divine Scriptures
the excellent knowledge of
Jesus Christ” (“Dei Verbum,”
25). The Liturgy of the Hours,
daily Mass, devotional reading,
lectio divina and Bible study
are some of the many ways we
can communicate with Christ
as he with us, for “we speak to
him when we pray; we hear
him when we read the divine
sayings” (“Dei Verbum,” 25).

James Cavanagh is director of
Evangelization and Catechesis
for metro-area parishes of the
Denver Archdiocese. Cavanagh’s
column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register.

My nun doll collection
I was totally delighted about
the article on nun dolls
(“Affordable nun dolls aim to
build vocation awareness,” April
4, 2012, Denver Catholic
Register). About 20-30 years ago
I took a porcelain doll class and
dressed my doll as a Sister of
Charity of Cincinnati. (Those I
went to school under but also
the Benedictines—one year—
and the Sisters of St. Joseph.) I
never got around to naming her
but she got a blue ribbon at the
Boulder County Fair. My husband calls her “Sister Mary
Vanity,” since she still wears her
blue ribbon. My main joy, how-

Mysterious find
I was metal detecting at
Berkley Lake on March 18 and
found a handmade button of
brass, brushed gold and silver
featuring a church in the center
and outlined with the Sacred
Heart and the fleur-de-lis. The
button is dated 1879. After hours
of research I have not been able
to find any information about its
history. If anybody knows about
this button, please contact me at
jjhinton@msn.com.
John Hinton
Denver

through the Holy Spirit, open
our minds to understand the
Scriptures” (No. 108).

SISTER MARY VANITY

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ever, is a cabinet of collected
nun dolls from 1-inch to about
10-inches tall. More than 100.
Everyone enjoys them. I have a
St. Rita (small) from the Vatican,
two from Ireland, others from
Massachusetts to California—
and my confirmation statue of
the Little Flower. Kudos to
Suzanne Brakefield (creator of
Saintly Sisters). I wish I had been
so resourceful at a younger age.
Helen Hamman
Fort Collins

CORRECTION
The website to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal was in the information box but dropped out of the story in
last week’s issue. The website is www.archden.org/donate. The Denver Catholic Register apologizes for the
omission and any confusion it may have caused.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

D. “Joyful Hearts Clothed in Serge”
E. NOTA

BY PETER WESTHOFF

5. Poor Clares are members of this larger
order of religious:
A. Dominicans
B. Jesuits
C. Carmelites
D. Benedictines
E. NOTA

A quiz on Catholic things under the patronage of the “Doctor of Prayer,” St. Teresa of
Avila. For each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one question
that is answered with “E” for NOTA, which
stands for “None of the Above.”
This year is the eighth centenary of the foundation of the Poor Clares. It was 800 years
ago on March 18, 1212, that teenaged Clare
made her daring escape by night to the
Portiuncula Chapel to dedicate her life to
God. The first half of this quiz is for St. Clare
and her religious daughters; the second half
continues our celebration of Easter.
1. Clare was from what city in Italy?
A. Assisi
B. Florence
C. Milan
D. Venice
E. NOTA
2. Her name in Italian is “Chiara,” which
means:
A. charity
B. light
C. dove
D. pomegranate
E. NOTA
3. Rising from a sick bed and “armed” with
the Blessed Sacrament, Clare drove these
away from the monastery:
A. a band of relatives who had come to
“free” Clare, her sister and mother
B. a herd of wild boar that were ravaging the
potato crop
C. a troupe of heretical gypsies who were
menacing the nuns with raucous music
D. soldiers from the army of Frederick II,
many of whom were Saracens
E. NOTA
4. Mother Francis Mary of the Poor Clares in
Roswell, N.M., who died in 2006, wrote a
book about Poor Clare life with the title:
A. “A Right to be Merry”
B. “Singing Praise in Poverty”
C. “An Open Door to Love the World”

6. What is the Sunday after Easter now
known as?
A. Octave-ending Sunday
B. Alleluia Sunday
C. Salvation Sunday
D. Divine Mercy Sunday
E. NOTA
7. What is the greatest physical evidence we
have of the Resurrection?
A. the veil of Veronica
B. the Shroud of Turin
C. the crown of thorns
D. the faith of the early Christians
E. NOTA
8. What prayer replaces the Angelus during
the Easter Season?
A. Veni Creator Spiritus
B. Te Deum
C. Parce Domine
D. Regina Coeli
E. NOTA
9. What song contains the words “The King
of Heaven, the glorious King, over death
today rose triumphing”?
A. “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
B. “O Sons and Daughters”
C. “Alleluia, the Strife is O’er”
D. “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”
E. NOTA
10. Because Thomas the Apostle said that he
would not believe Jesus had risen until he
had probed Christ’s wounds, what present
participle is sometimes placed before his
name?
A. probing
B. questioning
C. doubting
D. convincing
E. NOTA
1. A, 2. B, 3. D (though Frederick II was probably not there himself), 4. A, 5. E (Franciscans)
6. D, 7. B, 8. D (Queen of heaven, rejoice!), 9.
B, 10. C

St. Clare and Easter
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Catholics urged to join in ‘fortnight for freedom’ Pontiff turns 85
BY NANCY FRAZIER
O’BRIEN

WASHINGTON
(CNS)—
American Catholics must resist
unjust laws “as a duty of citizenship and an obligation of
faith,” a committee of the U.S.
bishops said in a new statement on religious liberty.
Titled “Our First, Most Cherished Liberty,” the 12-page
statement by the Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty also
calls for “a fortnight for freedom” from June 21, the vigil of
the feasts of St. John Fisher and
St. Thomas More, to July 4, U.S.
Independence Day.
“This special period of
prayer, study, catechesis and
public action would emphasize
both our Christian and American heritage of liberty,” the
committee said. “Dioceses and
parishes around the country
could choose a date in that period for special events that
would constitute a great national campaign of teaching
and witness for religious liberty.”
Made public April 12, the
document was approved by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Administrative Committee during its March meeting for publication as a committee statement.
The ad hoc committee

opened its statement with several “concrete examples” of recent threats to religious liberty,
saying that “this is not a theological or legal dispute without
real-world consequences.”
Cited first was the Department of Health and Human
Services’ mandate that most
health plans must include contraception, sterilization and
some abortion-inducing drugs
free of charge, even if the employer is morally opposed to
such services.
“In an unprecedented way,
the federal government will
both force religious institutions
to facilitate and fund a product
contrary to their own moral
teaching and purport to define
which religious institutions are
‘religious enough’ to merit protection of their religious liberty,” the statement said. “These
features of the ‘preventive services’ mandate amount to an
unjust law.”
Among other examples of
“religious liberty under attack”
the bishops named:
• Immigration laws in Alabama and other states that
“forbid what the government
deems ‘harboring’ of undocumented
immigrants—and
what the Church deems Christian charity and pastoral care
to those immigrants.”
• An attempt by the Con-

necticut Legislature in 2009 to
restructure Catholic parishes.
• Discrimination against
Christian students on college
campuses.
• Government actions in
Boston, San Francisco, the District of Columbia and the state
of Illinois that have “driven local
Catholic Charities out of the
business of providing adoption
or foster care services” because
the agencies would not place
children with same-sex or unmarried heterosexual couples.
• A New York City rule that
bars small church congregations from renting public
schools on weekends for worship services, while allowing
such rentals by nonreligious
groups.
• Changes in federal contracts
for human trafficking grants that
require Catholic agencies “to refer for contraceptive and abortion services in violation of
Catholic teaching.”
The statement quotes the
Founding Fathers and the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. to bolster
its arguments.
Rev. King, writing from jail in
Birmingham, Ala., in 1963, described an unjust law as one
“that is out of harmony with the
moral law,” and said he agreed
with St. Augustine that “an unjust law is no law at all.”
“An unjust law cannot be

CNS PHOTO/GREGORIO BORGIA, POOL VIA REUTERS

CHILDREN dressed in traditional Bavarian garb dance for
Pope Benedict XVI during the pontiff's 85th birthday
celebrations in the Clementine Hall at the Vatican April
16. The pope will mark the seventh anniversary of his
election to the papacy on April 19.
obeyed,” the bishops’ statement
said. “In the face of an unjust
law, an accommodation is not to
be sought, especially by resorting to equivocal words and deceptive practices.
“If we face today the prospect
of unjust laws, then Catholics in
America, in solidarity with our
fellow citizens, must have the
courage not to obey them,” it
added. “No American desires
this. No Catholic welcomes it.

But if it should fall upon us, we
must discharge it as a duty of citizenship and an obligation of
faith.”
The bishops also distinguished between conscientious
objection and an unjust law.
“Conscientious objection permits some relief to those who
object to a just law for reasons of
conscience—conscription be-

See Freedom, Page 7
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Programs to offer fun, faith to youths
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Are you thinking about activities your children can participate in this summer? Denver
area parishes and groups may
offer just the program suited for
your family. Consider some of
the faith-based groups and activities listed below for preschool
through high school students or
check with your parish office for
information about its summer
faith offerings for youths.

Camp Wojtyla
Middle-and high schoolers
Starting in June, boys and girls
will stay at the Cal-Wood
Education Center, 2282 County
Road 87, in Jamestown to participate in outdoor activities, Mass,
adoration and confession.
Camp for middle school girls is
held from June 17-22 and middle school boys from June 24-29.
The high schools girl’s camp is
July 8-15 and high school boy’s
camp is June 21-28. Deadline to
register is May 7. For information, visit www.camp-w.com or
call 303-532-1931.

Totus Tuus

Grades 1-12
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Boulder is hosting this ministry June 16-23 for anyone in-

terested. The nonprofit Totus
Tuus (“Totally Yours”) aims to
evangelize Catholics through retreats, conferences, Bible studies
and apologetics. Register for this
summer catechetical program
through the church by calling
303-442-6158 or visiting the
parish center.
Sacred Heart Parish in
Roggen and nearby parishes will
host Totus Tuus June 2-9, which
will include daily Mass, songs,
games and catechetical instruction. Call 303-849-5313 for details.
St. John the Evangelist in
Loveland is also offering the
program for students in grades
1-6 July 9-13 and for students in
grades
7-12
July
8-12.
Registration forms are available
in the parish office or by calling
970-635-5818.
Our Lady of Fatima in
Lakewood will have a day and
night program June 15-20 for elementary and high school students. Call 303-233-1283.

Vacation Bible School
Ages 3-12
St. Joseph Parish in Golden
will hold this program June 1822 for children 3 years old
through sixth grade. The theme
this year is “Adventures on
Promise Island: Where kids dis-

cover God’s lifesaving love!” Call
720-810-5925.
Immaculate
Conception
Parish of Lafayette will hold its
Bible school June 18-22 for children 4 years old and up to sixth
grade. Call 303-665-5103 for details.
St. Louis Parish in Louisville
will offer children ages 3-12 this
one-week school June 25-29.
Their theme this year is “national parks.” Call 303-666-6401 for
more information.
Our Lady of the Pines in
Conifer will sponsor the ministry June 26-30 for children ages
4 to 11. Call 303-838-0338.
Our Lady of Fatima Parish in
Lakewood will have their Bible
school June 18-22 for children in
kindergarten through 6th grade.
Call 303-233-1283.

Conquest
Boys ages 10-16
This club helps instill virtue,
develop character and encourage spiritual growth for boys
while offering physical and intellectual activities. A camp will
be held June 3-10 at Buckhorn
Camp in Bellevue and is sponsored by St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial. Register
online at www.rockyheightsleadershipcamp.com by May
25. Call 303-330-6956 for details.

Pure Fashion for girls ends in Denver
BY NISSA LAPOINT

A 10-year run of a faithbased modesty program for
teen girls in Denver came to a
halt after group organizers left
more than a year ago.
Pure Fashion, an international program for girls ages
14-18, instructed and helped
participants exercise modesty
and understand their Godgiven dignity.
“It was a total program to
make the girls become the best

Freedom
From Page 6

ing the most well-known example,” the committee said. “An
unjust law is ‘no law at all.’ It
cannot be obeyed, and therefore
one does not seek relief from it,
but rather its repeal.”
The statement also raised the
issue of religious freedom
abroad and said “the age of martyrdom has not passed.”
“Assassinations, bombings of
churches, torching of orphanages—these are only the most
violent attacks Christians have
suffered because of their faith in
Jesus Christ,” the bishops said.
“It is our task to strengthen religious liberty at home, ... so that
we might defend it more vigorously abroad.”

person they could be,” said former Denver director Sallie
Hurley.
For personal reasons, the
program leaders resigned and
the last gala event was held in
2010. However, the program
can be resurrected, Hurley
said. Anyone in the Denver
Archdiocese may start a Pure
Fashion franchise at their
parish.
Using Pope John Paul II’s letter
“On the Dignity and Vocation of
Women,” the program held in-

troductory meetings, mother
and daughter teas, spa days, father and daughter dances and
fashion shows, she said.
Pure Fashion had its start in
Denver at Risen Christ Parish
before it grew into a national
program through Regnum
Christi, an apostolic movement
that shares the charisms of the
Legionaries of Christ. The startup is simple and only requires a
small fee, Hurley said.
For information, visit www.
purefashion.com.

The statement called on
“American foreign policy, as well
as the vast international network of Catholic agencies” to
make “the promotion of religious liberty an ongoing and urgent priority.”
The bishops assigned special
responsibility for advancing religious freedom to several groups:
• Those who hold public office
must “protect and defend those
fundamental liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights,” regardless of their political party.
• Leaders of Catholic hospitals, universities and social
service agencies “who may be
forced to choose between the
good works we do by faith, and
fidelity to that faith itself” were
encouraged to “hold firm, to
stand fast and to insist upon
what belongs to you by right as

Catholics and Americans.”
• Priests must offer “a catechesis on religious liberty suited to
the souls in your care,” a responsibility that is shared with “writers, producers, artists, publishers, filmmakers and bloggers
employing all the means of
communications.”
In addition to the “fortnight
for freedom” June 21 to July 4,
the bishops designated the feast
of Christ the King—Nov. 25 this
year—as “a day specifically employed by bishops and priests to
preach about religious liberty,
both here and abroad.”
The full text of “Our First, Most
Cherished Liberty: A Statement
on Religious Liberty” is available
at www.usccb.org/issues-andaction/religious-liberty/our-firstmost-cherished-liberty.cfm.
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ACA helps form priests for the future
BY NISSA LAPOINT

When Deacon Samuel Morehead first stepped onto the
campus of St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in south
Denver, he felt like he was
home.
“From the very beginning it
just felt right,” the 28-year-old
seminarian deacon said.
Gradually and confidently,
he explored his vocation to
the priesthood since his pious
days as a young boy.
Now only weeks from his
entrance into the priesthood
on May 12, Deacon Morehead
said ordination can’t come
soon enough.

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

SEMINARIANS pray in Christ
the King Chapel of St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary
February 2011.

“I’m extremely excited, really. I cannot wait to be a priest,”
he said.
Through the generous support of donors to the Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal
(ACA)—an annual campaign
that supports nearly 40 archdiocesan ministries—Deacon
Morehead and other seminarians are able to advance in
their journey to ordination.
The appeal brought in more
than $7.9 million last year—a
nearly $350,000 increase from
the 2010 appeal—a portion of
which was applied to support
the daily operations of St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary and Redemptoris
Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary, both of which
form priests to serve the Denver Archdiocese. The two
seminaries are located at 1300
S. Steele St., on the John Paul
II Center campus.
Funding received through
the ACA is separate from the A
New Harvest campaign,
which was recently launched
to address the endowment
and capital needs of the seminaries.
The ACA helps to support
seminarians like Deacon
Morehead in their discernment and formation.
The seven-year formation
process for Deacon Morehead
has been rich with blessings,
the greatest among them being the bonds he’s formed
with fellow seminarians, he
said.
“The Lord is always central
in the life of seminary formation, but the relationship with
God is sweetened and made

2012
ARCHBISHOP’S
CATHOLIC APPEAL

What: Donations to support
the archdiocesan Church
Online: www.archden.org/
donate
Mail: 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210
Questions: Call 303-715-3111
or email joann.baca@
archden.org

more accessible by having
good people around you with
whom you can share the experience and open your heart,”
Deacon Morehead said.
He reflected on several key
moments in his vocational
call and later formation to the
priesthood. Pilgrimages to
Europe, outings with friends,
affirmations from family and
a supportive environment
were significant points in his
journey, he said.
World Youth Day 1993 in
Denver attracted Deacon
Morehead. After graduating

from Berthoud High School,
he studied journalism at the
University of Colorado at
Boulder. He also served as an
intern at the Denver Catholic
Register.
His admiration for the media, he said, came from journalists’ ability to share the
pope’s message at World Youth
Day with millions. He later realized that the real draw for
him was to the message of
Christ.
“What struck me as I was
studying is that I don’t want to
spend my life sharing bad
news (through secular media). I want to share the good
news (of Christ) with others,”
Deacon Morehead said.
He withdrew from the university after his junior year
and entered the seminary.
By the time he entered, he
had developed a strong and
active spiritual life, he said. He
once organized his college
classes around his daily Mass
attendance, frequented eucharistic adoration and was
active at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Boulder. At the invitation of former Denver Archbishop
Charles
Chaput,
O.F.M. Cap., he lectored at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on Sundays.
Today, Deacon Morehead is
busy preparing for his priesthood ordination and first
Mass the following day.
“There has been no looking
back in the last seven years of
(my) formation,” he said. “A
vocation is for me, but it’s also
shared with my family, friends
and loved ones and all of the
Church. It’s really not for me,
but for everyone else and for
God’s glory.”

Sister Linnehan dies at 89

ALLIANCE, Neb. — Marycrest then moved to Minot, N.D.,
Franciscan Sister Mary Teresa working as a pastoral minister
Linnehan died March 28 at Mar- until moving to Holy Rosary
ian Residence in Alliance, Neb. Mission, S.D., in 1986. While
She was 89.
there she served as a teacher at
She was born July 27, 1922, in Red Cloud Grade School until
Jamaica,
N.Y.,
to
1990, when she reGeorge and Teresa
turned to Denver. She
(Sullivan) Linnehan
then ministered as a suand was named Mary
pervisor at Marycrest
Louise. She received a
Emergency Housing.
bachelor of science deShe also counseled
gree from St. John’s
abused women at MagUniversity in New York
dalen Damen House
in 1968 and a master’s SISTER MARY and served as a coundegree from University
selor for senior citizens.
TERESA
of North Dakota in
She retired in 1998.
LINNEHAN
1972.
In addition to her
On Aug. 13, 1973, she entered parents, she was preceded in
the Sisters of St. Francis of death by her three brothers—
Penance and Christian Charity John, George and Bill—and a
at Marycrest in Denver. She niece, Celeste Linnehan.
professed as Sister Mary Teresa
Funeral services were held
on May 29, 1975.
April 1 and 2 at Marian Chapel
Sister Linnehan served as a at Marian Residence. Burial
principal of St. Anthony School was in Calvary Cemetery.
in Denver from 1975 to 1977. She
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Autism both a challenge and a blessing, family says
BY JULIE FILBY

Damien O’Connor believes
his 10-year-old daughter Mary
Rose is the happiest child he’s
ever met. She loves to dance
in the backyard with her favorite stuffed animals. And
when she prays the rosary, she
doesn’t say it, she sings it.
Mary is “on the spectrum.”
When she was a year and a
half old, literally overnight she
stopped responding in ways
she had previously. Three psychologists confirmed she had
an autism spectrum disorder
(ASD).
ASDs are developmental
disabilities that can cause significant social, communication and behavioral challenges.
“We were devastated,” said
O’Connor, of the diagnosis revealed to him and his wife,
Monica.
About nine months later, 3year-old son, Damien Jr.,
began acting unusually.
“We never dreamed it
would be the same diagnosis,”
he said. But it was. Two out of
three of the couple’s children
are autistic. Mary Rose also
has a twin sister, Ana Theresa.

Autism awareness

April is Autism Awareness
Month. The Center for Disease
Control and Prevention estimates that about 1 in 88 children have been identified with
an ASD.
“Nobody wants this for their
children,” said O’Connor,
whose family resides in
Milford, Conn. “I think the
hardest thing for parents is
you have to mourn the fact
that they’re not going to be
who you thought they were
going to be.”
Through their Catholic faith,
and support from doctors, the
Milford School District, and
their parish, St. Michael
Church in New Haven, Conn.,
they can see their children’s
disabilities not only as challenges, but blessings.
“(Though) our family situation is nowhere near perfect,”
he said. “I love and adore (my
children) for who they are.”
He described Mary Rose
and Damien Jr. as high-functioning. Spectrum disorders

Disabilities and Pastoral Care,
there are children with ASDs
participating in a number of
the parish Special Religious
Education programs.
“Some autistic children fit in
very well,” she said.
She suggested interested
parties call the main office at
303-934-1999 to schedule a
meeting over the summer with
one of the program’s teachers
to determine a religious education approach to best fit their
needs.
The 2012-2013 session of
Special Religious Education
closed with the annual Mass at
2:30 p.m. April 15 at the
PHOTO PROVIDED

ANA THERESA O’Connor, 10, brother Damien Jr., 12, and Ana’s
twin sister, Mary Rose, celebrate their first Communion at St.
Michael Church in New Haven, Conn. May 16, 2010.
affect each person differently,
with symptoms ranging from
very mild to severe.

Church life
Their children have received
their first Communion and are
otherwise being catechized in
the Catholic faith. Damien Jr.,
now 12, is an altar server at the
parish.
“Parents can be paranoid; it
can be hard to bring (children
with autism) to Mass, not
knowing when they might have
an outburst,” he said.
Their family was welcomed
unconditionally at the parish.
“We felt welcome—and boy,
does that go a long way!” he
said. “If parishes can make
families feel welcome, and just
start with that, God takes care
of the rest.”

Religious education apps
O’Connor is working to help
find ways to effectively catechize children with ASDs in his
role as director of pastoral services for the Diocese of
Bridgeport, Conn.
“I realize full-well how difficult it can be, but it’s so worth
it,” he said. “These children
have a right to receive the
sacraments.”
The Diocese of Bridgeport is
in the process of developing
two mobile applications (apps)
to be released by the end of
May: the sacraments of initiation app, and a guided tour
through the Mass.

The sacraments of initiation
app will help prepare children
for baptism, Communion and
confirmation; while the latter
will break Mass down into 27
parts with voice-over explanations.
“We take every symbol you
see in a Catholic Church—
altar, alb, candles, vestment
colors—and explain it,” he
said.
The apps were inspired following an Oct. 23, 2011, segment on “60 Minutes” called
“Apps for Autism.” There correspondent Lesley Stahl reported
that touch-screen apps designed for tablet computers,
such as an iPad, can provide
some people with autism a
new way to express themselves. Teachers and parents
have hailed the technology.
“We hope it’s a powerful
tool,” said O’Connor, “and
helps people keep their hearts
open … and think ‘outside the
box.’”
Once available, the apps can
be downloaded through Apple.

Local Special Religious
Education program
Modifying tradition religious
education curriculum to accommodate children with
ASDs is supported in the
Archdiocese of Denver as well.
According to Loretto Sister
Mary Catherine Widger, associate director of the Office of
Religious
Education
for
Persons with Developmental

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION APPS
FOR CHILDREN
WITH AUTISM
Subjects: Sacraments of initiation, guided tour of Mass
Compatible: iPad, iPhone, iPod
Touch
To be released: End of May
Available: Online Apple Store

Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception concelebrated by Bishop James
Conley and Father Roland
Freeman, program director
(see related story on Page 1).
The program will resume next
fall.
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Bulletin Board

Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date.
Mail, fax, or e-mail: Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210; fax 303-715-2045;
Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Holy Hour for Peace: at St. Therese
Parish, 1243 Kingston St., Aurora.

Today: 7 p.m.
Mass for Homeless: every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at the
Samaritan House Chapel, 2301

Lawrence St., Denver. Adoration
held afterward. Call 303-294-0241.
April 20, 23, 25: 7:30 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Mt. Olivet Cemetery Walking Tour:
at 12801 W. 44th Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Call 303-715-3221.
Postponed to Sept. 21
Denver Botanic Gardens: free day
at 1007 York St., Denver. Call 720865-3585.
April 22
Trivia Night: hosted by the
Capuchin Friars at The Summit
restaurant, 2700 S. Havana St.,
Aurora. $20 per person. Teams of
all sizes welcome. Register by calling 303-993-9597 or emailing trivia
caps@gmail.com.
April 24: 6:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
Colorado National Day of Prayer:
called “Love Conquers” at Civic
Center Park, 101 W. 14th Parkway, and
the west steps of the state Capitol
building, 200 E. Colfax Ave., Denver.
Churches and ministries are asked to
gather to pray for the nation with
others nationally. Event will start
with prayer and non-stop Scripture
readings. Prayer will be said for the
state, nation, personal transformation and ends with a celebration.
Visit loveconquers.coloradondp.org
for more information.
May 3: 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Catholic Speed Dating: for ages 1835 in Denver. Ages 20-35 will meet
at Metropolis Coffee, 300 11th Ave.
Unit B, Denver. Cost is $30 if paid
by April 27. Ages 18-25 will meet at
the Old Spaghetti Factory, 1215 18th
Ave., Denver. Cost is $25 is paid by
April 27. RSVP to 720-309-5321 or
datecatholic@aol.com. Visit www.
denvercatholicspeeddate.com for
details.
May 4: 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m. for 20-35
May 6: 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m. for 18-25
Adoption as an Option Seminar:
with the Advocates for Life Ministry
at Our Lady of Loreto Parish, 18000
E. Arapahoe Road, Foxfield.
Representatives from adoption
agencies will provide information
and answer questions. Free seminar
includes breakfast. Call 303-6938651 or 303-699-7783 for details.
May 12: 8:30 a.m.-noon

RETREATS/SEMINARS
Council of Catholic Women
Convention: at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, 6910 York St.,
Denver. All women invited to a twoday event titled “Gifts Given-Gifts
Shared.” Cost is $40 per day or $60
for two days. Register at www.ccwad.org or call 303-715-3187.
April 20-21

Conference on Catholic Conscience
Formation: sponsored by the
Denver Catholic Medical
Association at Bonfils Hall on the
JPII Center Campus, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Tickets for two day
event are $10 on April 20 and $30
on April 21. Free for students and
religious. Panelists include bioethicist Marilyn Coors, attorney Martin
Nussbaum and Colorado Springs
Bishop Michael Sheridan. Register
at www.denvercma.org or email
denvercathmed@gmail.com.
April 20: 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
April 21: 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
Retreat on Apoptosis: called “Our
Everyday Dying and Rising” held at
the Abbey of St. Walburga, 1029
Benedictine Way, Virginia Dale.
Father John Smith will discuss this
medical term for cell death and
cancer, and assist with understanding the deeper meaning of the
paschal mystery. Cost is $35 including lunch. Register by calling 970472-0612 or visit www.walburga.
org for details.
April 21: 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

SCHOOL EVENTS
St. James School Celebration: at
1250 Newport St., Denver. Event includes dinner, swing dancing, live
and silent auctions and a food bar.
Cost is $50 per person. Call 303333-8275 for details.
April 22: 4 p.m.-7 p.m.
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