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Six men ordained deacons on way to priesthood
Three of the six are
foreign born; one is a
former Colorado
government official
BY ROXANNE KING
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On March 17, St. Patrick’s
Day, while green-clad revelers
held a parade downtown
named after the priest who
converted Ireland, nearby, six
seminarians were ordained to
holy orders.
In a joyous Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, Bishop James Conley, apostolic
administrator of the Denver
Archdiocese, ordained the men
to the diaconate as a step in
their priesthood formation.
“It is my great privilege,
honor and joy to be able to ordain these men,” Bishop
Conley told the congregation,
adding
that
Archbishop
Charles Chaput of Philadelphia, who served as Denver’s
archbishop when the men
first entered seminary, had
sent a message that he was
present there “in prayer and
in spirit.”
“I’m the ‘in-between’ guy,”
Bishop Conley said, drawing
chuckles as he explained that
the archdiocese is still waiting
for the Vatican appointment
of a new archbishop.
“This is my very first solo
ordination, so pray that I get it
right—and that we get these
guys validly ordained this
morning!” Bishop Conley
said, drawing more gentle
laughter.
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SEMINARIAN deacon-candidates smile at the applauding congregation after being accepted for
ordination by Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator of the Denver Archdiocese. The bishop ordained the men to the diaconate during a mid-morning Mass March 17 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.

Diversity
“These six men,” he said,
growing serious, “come from
very diverse backgrounds and
experiences, and will be an enriching blessing to the
Archdiocese of Denver.”
Three of the men are foreign
born: Arturo Chagala, 28, is a
native of Mexico; José Aníbal
Chicas-Guevara, 28, hails
from El Salvador; and William
Clemence, 28, comes from
Brazil. The other three are
from the United States: Scott
Bailey, 26, and Ronald
Cattany, 58, are Colorado natives. Joseph LaJoie, 29, was
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born in Kansas but reared in
Colorado.
Five of the men attend the
two seminaries of the Denver
Archdiocese: Deacons Bailey
and LaJoie attend St. John
Vianney Theological Seminary,
while Deacons Chagala, Chicas
and Clemence attend Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan
Missionary Seminary. Deacon
Cattany is in formation at
Blessed John XXIII Seminary in
Weston, Mass.
“Blessed John is a national
seminary for our more mature
candidates,” Bishop Conley explained. “Ron has enjoyed a

long and successful career as a
geologist in state government
serving under four governors
and so brings a wealth of experience to this sacred ministry.”
All of the men are in formation to serve the Denver
Archdiocese. The seminarians
at Redemptoris Mater, which is
an international seminary, also
receive missionary training.
Those filling the cathedral to
witness the ordinations included friends and family of the
men from across the archdiocese as well as from California,
Massachusetts, El Salvador and

See Ordinations, Page 3

THE SAINTS: ST. TORIBIO OF MOGROVEJO

State deputy brings new
perspective to Colorado Knights
organization
PAGE 1B

Local Knights provide ultrasound machines
to pregnancy centers, one is mobile
PAGE 4B

1538 - 1606 / Feast - March 23
Spanish-born Toribio taught law in Salamanca
until 1574, when he was appointed inquisitor of
Granada. In 1580, though not yet a priest, he was
named archbishop of Lima, Peru, with his episcopal ordination in Seville. After arriving in Lima in
1581, his 25 years of missionary service included
diocesan and provincial synods, visits around the
vast diocese, clergy reforms, and Indian-language catechisms. He also
introduced European religious orders into Peru, opened the first seminary in the New World and encouraged Indians to become priests.
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Meet seminarians Cattany, Chagala and Clemence
BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

The pope in Mexico and
Cuba: ‘Viva Cristo Rey!’
This week, Pope Benedict XVI will travel to Guanajuato,
Mexico, and to Havana, Cuba, to pray and worship with millions of Mexican and Cuban Catholics.
In Mexico, the Holy Father will visit with bishops, priests, religious and laity, and will celebrate Mass with nearly a half-million people. Pope Benedict is also likely to visit and bless a 60foot statue honoring Christ the King in the mountains outside
the historic city of Guanajuato.
When Pope Benedict visits Cuba, he will celebrate Mass in
Havana and Santiago, and he will meet with cultural and political leaders.
The Holy Father’s pastoral visits will witness to the vibrancy
and vitality of the Church in Latin America and to the enduring impact of evangelization in developing authentic
Christian culture.
The Church has deep roots in Latin America. In Mexico,
Catholic culture began with Franciscan missionaries five centuries ago, who brought the Gospel to ancient native cultures.
Christians have been present in Cuba since Christopher
Columbus landed on the island in 1492.
Both Cuba and Mexico have long and rich histories of
Catholic evangelization and identity. In both countries, though,
the Church has been influenced by periods of serious persecution by anti-religious, atheocratic governments openly hostile
to Catholics. Last week, Cardinal Timothy Dolan observed that
“hardship, sacrifice, tough choices, harassment, ridicule, standing for Gospel values, loyalty to our faith to the point of persecution or even blood—that’s the recipe for a deep, sincere, dynamic faith.”
Certainly in Mexico and Cuba, periods of persecution helped
strengthen a deep, sincere, dynamic faith. Consider the example of Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro. Father Miguel Pro was a
Jesuit priest who provided pastoral ministry and the sacraments to Catholics during a period of religious persecution perpetrated by the government of Mexico during the 1920s. In
1927, Father Pro was accused, falsely, of attempting to assassinate ex-President Alvaro Obregon. Without a fair trial, Father
Pro was executed by a firing squad. He died proclaiming “Viva
Cristo Rey!”—“Long live Christ the King!”
Thousands of Mexican lay Catholics were martyred and hundreds of priests were killed or exiled with the same expressions
of victory on their lips: “Viva Cristo Rey! Viva la Virgen de
Guadalupe! (Long live the Virgin of Guadalupe!)”
Similarly, in Cuba, many Catholics in recent decades have
worked at personal peril to keep the Gospel present in a country where the communist government is hostile to the Church,
to religion and to the basic dignity of the human person.
One of our own Denver priests, Cuban-born Father Frank
Garcia, pastor of St. John the Evangelist in Loveland, will be
traveling to Cuba for the papal visit. Father Frank hopes to be
reunited with a first cousin, whom he has never met face-toface.
As the United States becomes increasingly hostile to people
of faith—particularly to Catholics, I pray that we too will experience a period of deep, sincere, dynamic faith. I pray that

See Conley, Page 6

On March 17, apostolic administrator Bishop James
Conley ordained six seminarians to the diaconate as a step in
their priesthood formation.
What follows are Q&A’s with
three of them. Read full versions
of all the Q&A’s at www.Denver
CatholicRegister.org, click on
issue of March 14 or 21.
Name: Ronald
Wayne
Cattany
Birthdate: Oct.
23, 1953
Where born
and reared:
Denver
Seminary: Blessed John XXIII
National Seminary

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: 1971 - Regis High School;
1975 – Colorado School of
Mines, B.S. mineral engineering;
1976 – Colorado School of
Mines, M.S. mineral economics;
1985 – Harvard University,
Kennedy
School,
Senior
Executive Fellow
Q: What first interested you in
the priesthood?
A: I have had the blessing,
through my parents, to be a lifelong practicing Catholic. After
initially talking about being a
priest—like every Catholic
Italian son—at 8 years old, my
academic interests ultimately
moved to engineering and economics. At age 50, my prayer became, What do you want me to
do next in my life? Over the next
four years, an extraordinary set

of people and circumstances—
some good and some bad—
passed through my life.
Ultimately, at the invitation of
Msgr. Bernie Schmitz (liason for
clergy), I became an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist at
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Hospital
… and my life changed. I found
people, in extraordinary circumstances, witnessing their faith to
me. It changed my relationship
with the Lord and my relationship with the sacraments. As a
result, I initially felt that I was
being called to the permanent
diaconate.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: During the review of my application for the permanent diaconate program, fall 2008, the
question was raised as to the vocation I was discerning. And, the
question about the priesthood
was asked point blank. For some
reason, my answer was an immediate yes, but with the qualification that I did not think it
was an option in my life. With
that yes, the Lord began to prepare the way. Father Frank
Garcia (pastor of St. John the
Evangelist, Loveland) is the second Denver graduate of Blessed
John XXIII National Seminary. I
spent six hours with him at his
parishes in Eastern Colorado on
Jan. 2, 2009—the last two hours
in the back of the Church in
Keenesburg in just the glow of
the tabernacle lamp. At the end
of my endless questions, while I
had maybe been looking for the
reason not to enter, he said, “Just
do it!” And I did.
Q: What ultimately led you to
enter the seminary?
A: Meanwhile, I had been ac-

cepted into the permanent diaconate program in February
2009 while discerning the priesthood. With a decision to be
made, I found myself in the back
of Holy Ghost Church on Feb. 14,
2009. A small family baptism was
under way. At the conclusion,
Father Jeremy Paulin, O.M.V.,
consecrated the baby to the
Blessed Mother at her altar. At
that moment, the Blessed
Mother delivered me to her Son
… and the answer was clear. On
Dec. 8, 2009, during our installation to the order of acolyte, I
completed my total consecration
to Mary. I have had the blessing
of leading the new seminarians
at Blessed John through the 33day process in each subsequent
year. During my discernment, I
realized she has been my patroness all my life—the two
parishes I have attended, and the
cathedral where I will be ordained from which my grandparents were buried in 1919 and
1920, are all dedicated to her—
what a blessing!
Q: Where did you find support for your call to the priesthood?
A: When a person enters the
seminary at age 55, the response
can be mixed—some were
thrilled, some neutral and some
tried to talk me out of it, with
sometimes insinuating, very
hurtful comments. You see,
everyone has their perception of
our role in their life. But in the
end, it is between you and God
… so your faith in God’s perfect
plan for your life must be absolute, your trust in the Lord unfailing, and your reliance on the

See Cattany, Page 3

CORRECTION
In last week’s Denver Catholic Register, one parish in the A New Harvest campaign Bloc II two listing was incorrectly identified. The Englewood parish pastored by Father Robert Fisher is All Souls. The Register apologizes for the error and for any confusion it may have caused.
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Ordinations
From Page 1

Brazil. Family and friends unable to travel from El Salvador,
Brazil and Mexico were able to
watch the liturgy via Internet
streaming made available by
OneBillionStories.com.
Mass concelebrants included
the seminary rectors, Msgr.
Michael Glenn of St. John
Vianney and Father Florían
Martín-Calama of Redemptoris
Mater.

Bishop’s message

The beautiful liturgy began
with a colorful Knights of
Columbus honor guard leading
a procession of numerous
acolytes, deacons and priests.
Scripture readings were proclaimed in English and Spanish.
The choirs of the seminaries and
of the cathedral, under the direction of Mark Lawlor and
Brandon Spence and accompanied by organist Kathleen
MacLean, sang a stirring mix of
traditional
hymns
and
Gregorian chant. Additional
Spanish-style hymns with guitar
accompaniment were sung and
played by Redemptoris Mater
seminarians.
“I’m only going to say a few
words by way of reflection … because the real instruction, the
real exhortation for this rite …
will come from the ritual,”
Bishop Conley said.
Addressing the deacon-candidates, he urged them to carry
out their ministry with courage.
“’Be not afraid, the Lord is
with you,’” he said, repeating a
verse from the Mass’s Scripture
reading from Jeremiah. “Be not
afraid to preach the full Catholic
truth—the full Gospel of Jesus
Christ on the dignity of the

Cattany
From Page 2

Blessed Mother unending. My
immediate family is small—I am
an only child. But they, and several of my lifelong friends, have
been steadfast in their support
and prayer, and have attended
several of the milestones of my
formation. The priests and religious sisters of the archdiocese
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DEACON CANDIDATES, above left, lay prostrate while the congregation chants the Litany of
Supplication, invoking the intercession of the saints. Right: Bishop James Conley lays hands on
seminarian William Clemence, ordaining him to the diaconate.
the
Litany
of
human person, on the gift of chanted
To applause, the new deacons
human sexuality, on the call to Supplication, invoking the inter- then took their places in the
justice and religious liberty. The cession of the saints.
sanctuary beside the bishop and
The gift of the Holy Spirit for assisted him for the remainder
message is, ‘Be not afraid, the
the diaconal office was con- of the Mass.
Lord is with you.’
“You, my brothers, are being ferred to each of the ordinandi
A clergy rank of the Church in
ordained to a noble ministry in silence when Bishop Conley Apostolic times, the diaconate
with a great tradition—a min- laid hands on each of the men as eventually became a prelimiistry of service, a ministry of they knelt before him. He then nary step toward ordination to
charity, a ministry of preaching said the Prayer of Ordination the priesthood. While it still
the Gospel—paved before you over the group.
serves this purpose for men in
In a joyful moment, the newly priesthood formation, after the
by the martyrs who preached
the word of God in good times ordained received the outward Second Vatican Council the perand in bad,” the bishop contin- signs of their new office as dea- manent diaconate was reestabued. “Be faithful to the call and con friends vested them with a lished as an independent rank of
be fearless in the face of perse- deacon’s stole and dalmatic.
holy orders.
Bishop Conley then empowcution.”
Deacons can officiate at bapered them to preach the Gospel. tisms, weddings, wakes and fu“Receive the Gospel of Christ, nerals. They can also preach and
Ordination Rite
The Ordination Rite started whose herald you now are,” he distribute holy Communion.
with the six men being called said as each of the new deacons They cannot consecrate the
forward and affirmed as worthy knelt in turn before him holding Eucharist, hear confessions or
of ordination. Upon Bishop a gold-covered Book of Gospels. anoint the sick.
“Believe what you read,”
Conley’s acceptance, the congregation expressed their assent Bishop Conley said, “teach what Vocations
you believe and practice what
At the end of the Mass, Bishop
with thunderous applause.
Conley thanked all those reNext, the men promised you teach.”
Following the bishop’s lead, sponsible for the men’s vocacelibacy and obedience to the
bishop and his successors. veteran deacons welcomed tions, particularly their families,
Then, as they lay prostrate be- each new cleric into their order parish communities and the
seminary formators and faculty.
fore the altar, the congregation with a warm embrace.
whom I know guided me and
prayed me every step of the way.
The chancery staff members
whom I know are also praying
me forward. Whenever I am in
Denver, I attend my home
parish—Mother of God. Their
love, support, kindness, and
prayers have provided me with
the second wind in the long
days, and the grace to persevere
in the tough times. I will forever
be in their debt. Finally, my

friends, professional colleagues,
and community and Church
volunteers have been incredible.
But, equally important in this
journey, is the fact that as people
leave our life at these times, incredible people enter your life.
Through my parish assignments
in Boston the past two academic years, coupled with the people whom I have met at my
summer
assignments
in
Colorado—St. Helena in Fort

Morgan, St. Francis in Weldona,
St. Mary of the Crown in
Carbondale and St. Vincent in
Basalt—an enormous group of
people, now friends and some
even part of my extended family,
have entered my life. This is perhaps the greatest blessing for me
in recent years.
Q: What are you most looking
forward to about the priesthood?
A: An intimate relationship

He also acknowledged the
parish-based Neocatechumenal
Way, a Vatican-approved catechumenate that plays a role in
the formation of the men attending Redemptoris Mater and
from which those vocations
come.
“God is indeed calling, and
young men are responding and
saying yes to the call,” Bishop
Conley told the congregation.
“That is why our seminary
capital campaign is so vital to
our future,” he said, referring to
a major fundraising campaign
now under way. “A New
Harvest is a campaign to provide for (the formation of) our
deacons and priests in the
decades to come.”

Family

After the Mass, the newly ordained were congratulated by
family and friends in the Marian
Garden adjacent to the cathedral.
“I’m very happy because he’s
serving the Church for humanity,” Simone Clemence of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, said explaining
how she feels about her son,
Deacon Clemence, carrying out
his ministry so far from home.
Deacon Clemence’s only sibling, a younger brother, is also in
priesthood formation in the
United States.
“They belong to God,”
Simone Clemence cheerfully asserted.
Deacon Bailey’s mother,
Marlene, a parishioner at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Northglenn, was also
delighted with her son’s ordination.
“I couldn’t be happier,” she
said. “I think it’s a blessing. I am
very pleased and excited. I think
he’s going to be an awesome
priest someday.”
with the Lord in the sacrifice of
the holy Mass; an active role in
the formation for and the dispensing of the sacraments; and a
life of prayer centered in Christ,
under the mantle of the Blessed
Mother, and guided by the Holy
Spirit. I joyfully anticipate an expanded fraternity with the priest
and religious communities, and
communion with the people of

See Q&A’s, Page 7

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
The following appointment by Most Rev. John J. Myers, D.D., J.C.D., archbishop of Newark, is confirmed by Bishop James Conley, S.T.L.
Rev. Frederick Miller, granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his sabbatical in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary.
Deacon Scott Bailey, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. Joan of Arc Parish, Arvada, Colo., effective March 17, 2012, until May 12, 2012. He will then be assigned to St. Louis Parish, Englewood, Colo., effective May 12, 2012, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon Ronald Cattany, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately and assigned transitional deacon, St. Frances Cabrini Parish, Littleton,
Colo., effective May 13, 2012, until Aug. 30, 2012. Then returning for studies at Blessed John XXIII Seminary, Weston, Mass.
Deacon Arturo Chagala, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Denver,
Colo., effective March 17, 2012, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon José Aníbal Chicas-Guevara, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. James Parish,
Denver, Colo., effective March 17, 2012, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon William Clemence, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. Louis Parish, Englewood, Colo.,
effective March 17, 2012, until May 12, 2012. He will then be assigned to St. Scholastica Parish, Erie, Colo., effective March 17, 2012, until May 18, 2013.
Deacon Joseph LaJoie, granted diaconal faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, and assigned transitional deacon, St. James Parish, Denver, Colo., effective
March 17, 2012, until May 12, 2012. He will then be assigned to the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Denver, Colo., effective May 12, 2012, until May 18, 2013.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Cardinal Dolan and the
new evangelization
The irrepressibly effervescent personality of Cardinal
Timothy Dolan may tempt some to think of the archbishop of
New York and president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops as the latest in a line of glad-handing Irish-American
prelates, long on blarney and short on depth. Succumbing to
that temptation would be a very serious mistake. For Cardinal
Dolan is a man of formidable intelligence, a historian trained in
the school of the late John Tracy Ellis, dean of the classic historians of Catholicism in the United States.
That historian’s-eye view of the contemporary scene and its
antecedents in the immediate past, linked to a deep insight into
the meaning of Vatican II and the pontificates of John Paul II
and Benedict XVI, produced a remarkable speech to the College
of Cardinals on Feb. 17, the day before Dolan received his red
hat. Like everything else Cardinal Dolan does, his speech that
day was delivered with brio, and it was that bubbling energy
that got most of the press attention. Yet Dolan’s key proposal—
that the Church is entering a new phase of its history—was a
bold one, and may set the terms of discussion for the Church of
the future:
“As John Paul II taught in ‘Redemptoris Missio,’ the Church
does not ‘have a mission,’ as if ‘mission’ were one of many
things the Church does.
“No, the Church is a mission, and each us of who names
Jesus as Lord and Savior should measure ourselves by our mission-effectiveness. Over the 50 years since the convocation of
the Council, we have seen the Church pass through the last
stages of the Counter-Reformation and rediscover itself as a
missionary enterprise. In some venues, this has meant a new
discovery of the Gospel. In once-catechized lands, it has meant
a re-evangelization that sets out from the shallow waters of institutional maintenance, and as John Paul II instructed us in
‘Novo Millennio Ineunte,’ puts out ‘into the deep’ for a catch. In
many of the countries represented in this college, the ambient
public culture once transmitted the Gospel, but does so no
more. In those circumstances, the proclamation of the
Gospel—the deliberate invitation to enter into friendship with
the Lord Jesus—must be at the very center of the Catholic life of
all of our people. But in all circumstances, the Second Vatican
Council and the two great popes who have given it an authoritative interpretation are calling us to call our people to think of
themselves as missionaries and evangelists.”
As we approach the 50th anniversary of the convocation of
Vatican II, which will be marked on Oct. 11, the Church should
remember that Blessed John XXIII wanted the Second Vatican
Council to be a new Pentecost: a moment to re-experience the
freshness of the Gospel and the burning desire to share the
Good News that animated the first Christians. Blessed John
Paul II, a man of the Council, called the Church to a similar encounter with the fire of the Holy Spirit: he led the Church
through the Pentecostal experience of the Great Jubilee of 2000
so that we might come to know ourselves again as a Church in
mission, a Church for mission. By inviting us into friendship
with Jesus Christ, who is always our contemporary, Benedict
XVI, another man of the Council, has given that mission a personal and holy face: the face of the Lord, who reveals to us both
the countenance of the Merciful Father and the truth about our
humanity.
The Second Vatican Council, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI
have invited us to Galilee, that we might go out from there to
the ends of the earth, bringing the Gospel of God’s passionate
love for humanity to a world yearning for truth. Cardinal
Dolan’s address to the college of cardinals was an extended and
moving reminder that everyone in the Church must ask for the
grace and strength to accept that invitation to Galilee: to be the
witnesses to Christ that all of us were baptized to be.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

March 25: Fifth Sunday of
Lent
Scripture readings:
• Jeremiah 31:31-34
• Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15
• Hebrews 5:7-9
• John 12:20-33
Overview: The reading from
Jeremiah is one of the few places
in the Old Testament where the
idea of a new covenant is explicitly mentioned. Unlike the first
covenant, which was carved in
stone, the new covenant would
be written on the hearts of the
people. Echoing Moses’ words:
“The word is very near you; it is
in your mouth and in your heart
so that you can do it” (Deut
30:14) Jeremiah wanted to convey the idea that covenant fidelity was not a matter of obeying
rules, but of loving God with
one’s whole heart.
The second reading from
Hebrews is part a larger section
showing how Jesus is the true
high priest. The Lord exemplified the qualifications of God’s
high priest by what he suffered
and so became the “source of

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

An Open Letter from
the Denver Guild of the
Catholic Medical
Association
President Obama’s new mandate to force religious institutions to pay for oral contraceptives, sterilizations and abortifacients is first and foremost a violation of religious freedom; but
as physicians, we think it is also
bad for women’s health and bad
medicine for the following reasons.
Human life is not a disorder
that requires prevention. Birth
control is NOT preventive medical care like performing breast
exams and pap smears to prevent cancer or immunizations
to prevent pneumonia and influenza. Simply put, children,
fertility and pregnancy are NOT
diseases.
Second, oral contraceptives
(OCPs) can contribute to significant disease and dysfunction,
including blood clots, strokes
and heart attacks, increased
rates of HPV transmission, and

eternal salvation for all who
obey him.”
Finally, the Gospel reading focuses on Christ’s impending
death and how that death would
open the way to salvation for all
people. Some Greeks had traveled to Jerusalem to worship
God. They said to Philip, “We
want to see Jesus.” This episode
marks a critical turning point in
the narrative for it signifies the
moment when all those who believe in Christ, Jew and gentile
alike, will be brought into the
new covenant. The cross broke
down the barrier between Jew
and gentile. Like a grain of wheat
sown in the earth, Christ would
die, be buried and then rise
again producing an abundant
harvest of believers.
Key verse: “And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw
all people to myself” (John
12:32).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Through the prophets,
God forms his people in the
hope of salvation, in the expectation of a new and everlasting
covenant intended for all, to be
written on their hearts. Israel is
to be the sign of the future gathering of all nations. But the
prophets accuse Israel of break-

ing the covenant and behaving
like a prostitute. They announce
a new and eternal covenant.
‘Christ instituted this new
covenant’” (No. 64; 762).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The
kingship of Jesus was proclaimed before all the world.
Now he is truly ‘lifted up.’ In
sinking to the depths, he rose to
the heights. (On the cross) he
has radically fulfilled the commandment of love; he has completed the offering of himself,
and in this way he is now the
revelation of the true God, the
God who is love. The cross of
Jesus is a cosmic event. On the
cross the Church of the gentiles
is born” (“Way of the Cross”).
Application: A recent report
from the Vatican said that 15
million new members were
added to the Church last year. A
bountiful harvest indeed! At
every Mass Christ is “lifted up”
and the covenant is renewed.
The Eucharist is both a sign and
an invitation to all people to become part of God’s one, holy
family. In the sacraments of the
new covenant, especially the
Eucharist, God writes the law of
love on our heart so we can experience it in a deeply personal
way and then share it.

increased incidence of cervical,
liver and breast cancer. Also,
contraceptive procedures can
cause infections and punctures
of internal organs. Male sterilization is possibly associated
with higher rates of prostate
cancer and kidney stones.
There are only two FDA-approved indications for oral contraceptives: contraception and
acne. All other uses are considered “off-label” by the FDA.
Some medical providers and lay
people claim that oral contraceptives can be used for other
medical conditions specific to
women. The deception in that
claim is that a thorough diagnostic work-up is often not done
by medical providers, and better
and safer therapies are not usually considered.
In summary, this mandate
represents an assault on religious freedom and conscience
rights. It is also a novel form of
government coercion that
should be a concern for all
Americans, regardless of religious affiliation. This action by
the government could lead to
the promotion of potentially
harmful and possibly inappropriate medical care to patients

who are otherwise healthy.
We urge you to contact your
legislator to rescind this ruling.

Michelle Stanford, M.D.
President, Denver Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association
(CMA)

Arthur A. Burroughs, M.D.
Past President, Denver Guild
CMA

Robert Domaleski, M.D.
Past President, Denver Guild
CMA

Megan Woodman, M.D.
Board Member, Denver Guild
CMA

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
March 21: Mass, Mother of God Parish, (8 a.m.)
March 22: Mass, Mother of God Parish, (8 a.m.); The Catholic Foundation board of trustees meeting, JPII
Center (9 a.m.)
March 24: Vigil Praise, Christ the King Chapel, JPII Center (7 p.m.)
March 25: Mass, Mother of God Parish (10 a.m.); Mass followed by awards for Respect Life essay/art winners,
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (12:30 p.m.); Presider, Legion of Mary Acies, Exposition and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception (3 p.m.)
March 26: Personnel Board followed by College of Consultors' meeting, JPII Center (10:30 a.m.); Mass of
Thanksgiving, 21st anniversary of Marian Community of Reconciliation, Holy Name Parish, Englewood, (6:30 p.m.)
March 27-28: Visit to St. Gregory the Great Seminary, Lincoln, Neb.
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NUN OF THE ABOVE

Mary as his wife

C. became man

B. At the inn in Bethlehem

D. conceived with

BY PETER WESTHOFF

C. During the visit of the Magi

E. NOTA

A quiz on March
solemnities

D. In the Flight to Egypt
E. NOTA

8. Where do we find these words:
“The word was made flesh and
dwelt among us”?

4. Fra Angelico’s “Annunciation” in
the convent of San Marco in
Florence is this type of artwork:

A. The genealogy of Matthew’s
Gospel

A. batik

B. The first words of Mark’s Gospel

B. fresco

C. St. Luke’s infancy narrative

C. sculpture

D. The Prologue of St. John’s
Gospel

A quiz on Catholic things under the
patronage of the “Doctor of
Prayer,” St. Teresa of Avila. For
each question there is one right
answer. Each quiz will have one
question that is answered with “E”
for NOTA, which stands for “None
of the Above.”
Today, our quiz falls between the
solemnities of St. Joseph and the
Annunciation.
1. Which of these is St. Joseph not
the patron of?

D. mosaic
E. NOTA
E. NOTA
5. Church bells in Christendom ring
at 6 a.m., noon and 6 p.m., calling
us to remember the Incarnation by
saying this prayer:

9. Mary’s fiat refers to these words
of the Blessed Mother:
A. “How can this be?”
B. “Let it be done to me”

A. The Memorare

C. “My soul magnifies the Lord”

A. a happy death

B. The Hail Holy Queen

B. the universal Church

C. The Magnificat

D. “All generations will call me
blessed”

C. shepherds

D. The Angelus

E. NOTA

D. workers

E. NOTA

E. NOTA

6. Which of these is a false statement?

10. What council of the Church proclaimed the doctrine that Mary is
the Mother of God?

2. Which of these events in the
Bible does not mention St.
Joseph?

A. Jesus is the greatest human
person

B. Ephesus

A. Visitation

B. Jesus is true God and true man

C. Constantinople

B. Presentation

C. Jesus has two natures

D. Vatican I

C. Nativity

D. Jesus is a Divine Person

E. NOTA

D. Finding in the Temple

E. NOTA

E. NOTA

7. In the Creed we say at Mass, the
word “born” in the phrase “born of
the Virgin Mary” has been replaced
by what word(s)?

A. In the dream in which the
angel tells him not to fear taking

A. incarnate
B. made flesh

1. C, 2. A, 3. E, 4. B, 5. D, 6. A
(Christ is a Divine Person with
both a human and divine nature),
7. A (the change from “born” to
“incarnate” takes us from the
Nativity to the Annunciation), 8. D
(these words from St. John’s
Prologue are also part of the
Angelus), 9. B, 10. B.

3. At which of these events does
Scripture record the words of St.
Joseph?

A. Chalcedon

Parishes to offer penance services
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Below is a list of upcoming
penance services scheduled at
local parishes. Unless otherwise indicated, the services
will be in English; bilingual
will be in English and Spanish.
A more complete list may be
found online at www.archden.
org/lent.
March 26: 8:30 a.m.,
Presentation of Our Lady,
Denver, 303-534-4882
March 26: 5:30 p.m., Holy
Name, Steamboat Springs,
970-879-0671
March 26: 6 p.m., St.
Cajetan, Denver, 303-9226306
March 26: 7 p.m., bilingual,
St. Helena, Fort Morgan, 970867-2885
March 27: 10 a.m., bilingual,
St.
John
the
Baptist,
Longmont, 303-776-0737
March 27: 6 p.m., bilingual,
St. John the Evangelist, Yuma,
970-848-5973
March 27: 7 p.m., Nativity of
Our Lord, Broomfield, 303469-5171
March 27: 7 p.m., bilingual,
St. Catherine of Siena, Denver,
303-455-9090
March 27: 7 p.m., bilingual,
St.
John
the
Baptist,
Johnstown, 970-587-2881
March 27: 7 p.m., St. Vincent

de Paul, Denver, 303-744-6119
March 27: 7:30 p.m., bilingual, St. Martin De Porres,
Boulder, 303-499-7744
March 28: 4:30 p.m.,
English/Vietnamese,
Our
Lady of Lourdes, Denver, 303722-6861
March 28: 6 p.m., Spanish,
St. Cajetan, Denver, 303-9226306
March 28: 7 p.m., Our Lady
of the Valley, Windsor, 970686-5084
March 28: 7 p.m., St.
Anthony, Sterling, 970-5226422
March 28: 7 p.m., St.
Elizabeth of Hungry, Denver,
303-534-4014
March 29: 6:30 p.m., St.
Thomas More, Centennial,
303-770-1155
March 29: 7 p.m., bilingual,
Immaculate
Conception,
Lafayette, 303-665-5103
March 29: 7 p.m., St. Jude,
Lakewood, 303-988-6435
March
30:
10
a.m.,
English/Vietnamese,
Our
Lady of Lourdes, Denver, 303722-6861
March
30:
5
p.m.,
English/Arabic, St. Rafka,
Lakewood, 720-833-0354
March 31: 10 a.m., bilingual,
St. Michael the Archangel,
Aurora, 303-690-6797
March 31: 3 p.m., Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, Denver,
303-455-0447
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Pope offers condolences to Coptic Orthodox on death of patriarchQ

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Praising the ecumenical commitment of the late Coptic
Orthodox Pope Shenouda III of
Alexandria, Pope Benedict XVI
offered his condolences to
Orthodox Christians in Egypt
on the death of their patriarch.

F

Pope Shenouda, who served as
patriarch of the Coptic
Orthodox Church for 41 years,
died March 17 at the age of 88.
In a message released at the
Vatican the next day, Pope
Benedict said he wanted to express his condolences and

CNS PHOTO/AMMAR AWAD, REUTERS

IN JERUSALEM'S Church of the Holy Sepulcher March 18, a
priest lights a candle in front of a picture of Coptic Orthodox
Pope Shenouda III of Alexandria, Egypt. Pope Shenouda, who
served as patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church for 41 years,
died March 17 at the age of 88.
“brotherly compassion” to the
bishops, priests and faithful of
the Coptic Orthodox Church,

which includes about 10 percent of Egypt’s population of 82
million people.

BRIEFS

gious order in the world.
Officials of the Vatican
Secretariat of State and its
Central Office of Church
Statistics presented the first
copy of the 2012 yearbook to
Pope Benedict XVI during an audience March 10. Detailed statistics in the yearbook are based
on reports from dioceses and religious orders as of Dec. 31, 2010.
The percentage of Catholics declined slightly in South America
from 28.54 percent to 28.34 percent of the regional population,
and dropped considerably in
Europe from 24.05 percent to
23.83 percent. The percentage of
Catholics increased in 2010 by
just under half a percentage
point in Southeast Asia and
Africa.

Number of Catholics,
priests, bishops
increased
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The
number of Catholics in the
world and the number of deacons, priests and bishops all increased in 2010, while the number of women in religious orders
continued to decline, according
to Vatican statistics. At the end of
2010, the worldwide Catholic
population reached 1.196 billion, an increase of 15 million or
1.3 percent, slightly outpacing
the global population growth
rate, which was estimated at 1.1
percent, said a statement published March 10 by the Vatican
press office. Catholics as a percentage of the global population
“remained stable at around 17.5
percent,” it said. The statement
reported a handful of the statistics contained in the 2012
“Annuario Pontificio,” a yearbook containing information
about every Vatican office, as
well as every diocese and reli-

Conley
From Page 2
we will look to the examples of
Mexican and Cuban Catholics,

The vast majority of
Christians in Egypt belong to
Pope Shenouda’s church and
his four decades as patriarch
often involved standing up for
the rights of the country’s
Christian minority and working with the Muslim majority
to promote human rights and
the common good. “The
Catholic Church as a whole
shares the grief that afflicts the
Orthodox
Copts,”
Pope
Benedict said, and Catholics
pray that “the God of all mercy
may receive Pope Shenouda in
his joy, his peace and light.”
Pope Benedict highlighted
Pope Shenouda’s 1973 visit to
the Vatican where he and Pope
Paul VI formally signed an
agreement on Christ’s humanity and divinity, ending more
than 1,500 years of disputes on
the issue, and clearing the way
for the formal Roman CatholicOriental Orthodox theological
dialogue.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI blessed and rang
the official International
Eucharistic Congress bell,
which has been on tour across

Ireland for nearly a year, in
preparation for the world
meeting in June. An Irish delegation, led by the 2012 congress
president
Archbishop
Diarmuid Martin of Dublin,
presented the pope with the
small brass bell before the start
of his weekly general audience
March 14. Before the pope was
driven into St. Peter’s Square,
he met with the delegation and
rang the bell. Congress organizers said a quarter of a million
Irish pilgrims have rung the
bell since the start of its pilgrimage March 17, 2011. The
bell has been brought to
parishes, schools, nursing
homes and hospitals throughout Ireland to raise awareness
about the eucharistic congress
and to call people to attend the
event. According to tradition,
St. Patrick left a bell in every
church he consecrated as a way
to call people to the Eucharist,
congress organizers. The delegation also presented the pope
with a medal commemorating
the congress, and a bowl of
Irish shamrock to mark the
March 17 feast of St. Patrick.

who have allowed periods of
persecution to more deeply
form their Catholic identity. I
pray that we will awaken to the
dignity and sanctity of the
human person and work to
protect our precious religious
liberties, despite cultural and
political pressure to the contrary.
As Catholics in America face
injustice, I pray that we, like
Blessed Miguel Pro, will proudly proclaim “Long live Christ
the King!”
The Holy Father’s visit to
Latin America is also an opportunity to recognize the extraordinary impact of LatinAmerican culture on the
Church in the Archdiocese of

Denver. Catholicism in
Colorado is greatly enriched,
and is in fact defined, by the
impact of the many Hispanic
priests, religious and lay
Catholics who minister and
pray in the parishes of northern Colorado. We are one in
baptism, but our diversity expresses the universality of
God’s love for his people.
Join me in praying for the
Holy Father’s mission to
Mexico and Cuba. Join me in
imitating the heroic Blessed
Miguel Pro and the unsung
martyrs of Mexico and Cuba.
And join me in proclaiming
that in our diversity, Catholics
are truly “One family under
God.”

Pope rings bell
symbolizing call to
eucharistic congress
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State deputy brings new perspective to Colorado Knights organization
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Retired police lieutenant
Roger Muller has spent his time
as state deputy of the Knights of
Columbus looking at the 130year-old Catholic fraternal order
with a fresh set of eyes.
In changing the way Colorado
councils recruit and retain
members, Muller has seen the
order grow by 745 Knights since
July—ahead of its expected
yearly goal so far—and greater
participation among minority
groups and the military.
Muller is advancing the wellknown projects and charitable
efforts behind the Knight’s like
Lenten fish fries and the annual
Special Olympics Colorado
events while adding new projects and expanding existing programs.
“My focus this year has been
to have councils re-admit and
reactive Knights who have gone
by the wayside and have
dropped from the order to try to
bring them back,” Muller said.
“We’re hoping to recruit people
by having parishioners who are
not Knights participate (in our

events) ahead of time. In the through which the organization
past we never did that.”
donates ultrasound machines to
In all its activities, Muller said pregnancy centers: they purthe Knights are focused
chased a mobile unit
on becoming better faequipped with an ulthers, deepening their
trasound machine to
faith and becoming
visit outlying areas of
more active at their
Colorado Springs. This
parish.
ultrasound machine
Muller himself bewill
reach
those
came a Knight in 1989
women who are unand subsequently volable to visit a pregnanKNIGHTS State
unteered for the Special
cy center, Muller said.
Deputy Roger
Olympics program.
To date, 241 women
Muller
“I had such a wonchose to have their
derful time I started becoming baby after seeing a sonogram
active in council,” he said. “(I picture of the child from this
enjoy being a Knight) just for the mobile ultrasound machine, he
reward of watching the smile on said.
people’s faces when you help
“So now we’re trying to reach
them.”
even more women,” Muller said.
He joined the state memberThis year also marked the esship council in 2001 before be- tablishment of a military district
coming the state warden in and the start of a campaign to
2003. In July last year, Muller was support priestly vocations in the
elected the state deputy. He lives military.
in Greeley with his wife,
The
Military
Chaplain
Margaret, where he worked for Scholarship program aims to
30 years in the police depart- raise $200,000 a year for the next
ment.
five years to support those men
This year, the Knights brought seeking to become chaplains for
an exciting addition to its ultra- the Catholic men and women
sound initiative program, serving in the military.

The Knights also established
their first council at one of the
oldest parishes in Denver—St.
Joseph Polish in Denver.
“What I’ve been trying to do is
reach out to those parishes that
have large groups of minority
populations that maybe don’t
speak English real well and have
kind of been left out,” Muller said.
The council at the parish was
formed early this month and the
first meeting was held in Polish.
The parish pastor, Father Marek
Ciesla, a Society of Christ priest,
wanted the Knights there to help
support the church and its
parishioners, Muller said.
Not only are the Knights charitable with their time at parishes, but they select many organizations and groups to support
through monetary assistance.
This year, the order will donate $15,000 to Special
Olympics Colorado and recently
donated to the three dioceses of
Colorado, he said. The
Archdiocese of Denver received
$21,000, more than double the
amount the Knights gave the
archdiocese last year, Muller
said.

Knights buy cultural center, establish shrine to late pope

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

Supreme
Knight
Carl
Anderson announced in
August that the Knights of
Columbus would purchase
the Pope John Paul II Cultural
Center in Washington.
The announcement came
during the business session of
the Knights’ 129th annual convention Aug. 2-4 in Denver.
Anderson, delivering his annual report, said that the fraternal organization will build
a shrine to Blessed John Paul
THE COVER COLLAGE on
Page 1B depicts Knights of
Columbus activities of the
past year. Clockwise, from
top left: Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson speaks at the
Supreme Convention in
Denver last August; Knights
cook at a recent Lenten fish
fry at St. Thomas More
Parish in Centennial; More
than a dozen clergy, including apostolic administrator
Bishop James D. Conley, received their fourth degree in
the Knights of Columbus on
Jan. 19. They are pictured
with Knights state officers;
A Knights honor guard
processes in during an ordination Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception;
Knights pose for a photo
during their retreat in
Sedalia last October.

and put up related exhibits on
the property this year.
“True to Pope John Paul II’s
vision, and using the story of
his life as inspiration, the
shrine will be an opportunity
to evangelize and spread the
good news of the Gospel
through a new evangelization,” he said.
The center, which went up
for sale about two years ago,
sits on 12 acres just steps from
the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception and The Catholic
University of America. It cost
$75 million to build and the
property has been valued at
$37.7 million.
The Knights bought the
property for $22.7 million, according to a letter from
Detroit Archbishop Allen H.
Vigneron to priests and
laypeople of the archdiocese
that was posted on the archdiocesan website.
The center opened in 2001
with financial backing from
the Detroit Archdiocese.
“Because of his tireless
evangelization efforts, an entire generation of Catholics
has become known as the
‘John Paul generation,’ and
certainly we are honored to
continue to spread his profound and powerful message
of hope for our country, our
continent and our world,”
Anderson said in his remarks.
The complex has been overseen by a foundation chaired
by Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of
Washington, who on the day of

CNS PHOTO/NANCY WIECHEC

IN AUGUST, the Knights of Columbus announced that it will
open a shrine dedicated to Blessed John Paul II at the current
location of the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington.
Anderson’s announcement issued a decree establishing the
cultural center as an official
archdiocesan shrine.
Cardinal Wuerl said beatification of the late pope “has
focused increased attention
on the great gift that he is for
the Church.”
“Evident devotion to him
prompted the decision to designate the facility being acquired by the Knights of
Columbus as an archdiocesan
shrine. This shrine will provide
a focal point for increased devotion to Blessed John Paul II
and an ongoing recognition of
his legacy,” he added.
Exhibits planned for the
center will include displays on
the life and legacy of Blessed
John Paul and on the Catholic
heritage of North America.

Cardinal Wuerl was attending the Knights’ convention
and in remarks there said: “I
can think of no more fitting
way to venerate this extraordinary pope whom the Church
has declared ‘Blessed’ and to
honor and carry on his legacy
than through this shrine.”
The center experienced financial difficulties throughout its history as it never attracted the number of visitors
it expected. In 2006, because
of low attendance rates, it discontinued museum activities
and focused on being a place
of research on the pontiff. It
has been open only by appointment.
Archbishop Vigneron in his
letter thanked the Knights for
“stepping forward to make
this transaction a reality.” He

The order also raised money
and collected 500 coats for the
Coats for Kids Foundation that
will give the clothes to needy
children in the San Luis Valley,
he said.
The Knights will continue their
tradition of supporting vocations
by sponsoring and participating
in the annual Vocations Walk
June 16 at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary in Denver.
Participants in the free walk will
celebrate Mass, pray the Stations
of the Cross and join the Knights
for a barbecue lunch.
The order is also in the midst
of planning its next state convention scheduled for April 26
through April 29 at the Embassy
Suites hotel in Loveland.
Muller will continue his
“Unity” theme at the convention, partnered with the motto:
“Not to do things the same, just
because we have always done it
that way.”
It has been a fruitful year and
Muller said he looks forward to
his next year as state deputy.
“I’ve been blessed in this position and I’m thankful for all the
Knights,” he said.
applauded the fraternal organization’s
intention
to
“strengthen the vision of the
center and continue the intended purpose for the building and land.”
In an interview with the
Catholic Standard, Washington’s archdiocesan newspaper, Cardinal Wuerl said that
given Pope John Paul’s “great
impact” on the Church, he
hopes the new shrine dedicated to the pontiff at the center
“will provide a focal point of
new devotion” to him. He
hopes, too, that it will help
spread among Washington
Catholics and all pilgrims “the
great gift of the Church that
Blessed John Paul II was and
continues to be.”
He added that with the
Knights purchasing the center
“with the specific view of enhancing the new evangelization of America—which was
so much the (legacy) of John
Paul II—I think we’ll see a
resurgence, not only in devotion to Blessed John Paul II,
but also in the vitality of the
programs (offered there).”
The Knights of Columbus
worked closely with Pope
John Paul throughout his papacy. For more than a century,
the fraternal organization has
been involved with Catholic
institutions in Washington. To
date, the Knights’ work includes major support for the
national shrine, the U.S. bishops’ conference, Catholic
University and the John Paul
II Institute for Studies on
Marriage and Family, now located on the university’s campus.
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Knights’ monstrance to be
refurbished, origins sought
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Father Robert Fisher, state chaplain
for the Knights of Columbus, recently
donated a monstrance to the organization for eucharistic adoration. How
the beautiful monstrance came to be
owned by the Knights is out of the ordinary and touched by mystery.
“We do not know the exact history of
this monstrance but we do have a
small insight into its most recent past,”
said Chris Foley, Knights state warden.
“A few years back, a priest friend of
Father Bob came across it in a pawn
shop. The pawnbroker had no explanation of how it came to be in his possession but Father Bob’s friend purchased it and brought it to his home
for private use. As time passed, the
friend gave it to Father Bob who continued to use it in his home until last
June.”
The monstrance, which measures 2feet tall by 15-inches wide, will be used
for adoration and rosary services at
Knights state council meetings, Foley
said.
“A remarkable fact about this monstrance is that it is of an old-style design and construction that is not easily
found today,” Foley said. “It is a classical French gothic design that features
a Three Virtues (faith, hope and charity) motif on the base. It also contains
the figures of the Sacred Heart, St.
Mary, St. Joseph and the Holy Spirit.”
In its original condition, each of the
saints and the Holy Spirit were silverplated while the rest of the monstrance was plated in 24-karat gold.
“Age and circumstances have not
treated the monstrance well,” Foley
said. “Today there is no remaining evidence of the silver-plating on the figures and the gold-plating has become
dulled and pitted.”
The state council plans to restore the
monstrance to its original condition.
To keep it protected, they are also hav-

PHOTO PROVIDED

AN ANTIQUE monstrance donated to
the Colorado Knights is being refurbished.
ing a storage and carrying-case made.
Knights have donated $2,800 toward
the refurbishing and storage case
costs, Foley said.
One Knight, Neil Baumgardner of
Bennett, Colo., is hoping to find out
the history of the monstrance.
“Who knows, Bishop (then-Father
Joseph) Machebeuf may have brought
it from France when he came to the
United States with Bishop (thenFather Jean Baptiste) Lamy of Santa
Fe,” he said.
Anyone with information about the
monstrance is invited to call Foley at
719-282-8839 or 719-338-7173 or send
email to cfoley8882@aol.com.

110th Knights of Columbus state
convention set April 26-29
The Colorado Knights of
Columbus, State Ladies Auxiliary
and Knights of Columbus Squires
(youth) will hold their 110th annual state convention in Loveland,
Colo., on April 26-29.
Knights from around the state
and their families will gather to
elect state officers, vote on resolutions, hear reports from state
officials and honor deceased
Knights at a special memorial
Mass.
Sir Knight Bishop James D.
Conley, apostolic administrator of
the Denver Archdiocese, will celebrate the opening convention
Mass at 5 p.m. on April 26. State
Chaplain Father Robert Fisher,

pastor of All Souls Parish in
Englewood, will celebrate the annual state memorial Mass at 5
p.m. on April 28.
A special highlight of the convention is the awards ceremony
on April 28, when councils and individual Knights receive awards
for outstanding service and accomplishments during the year.
That evening Knights will also participate in the convention’s grand
march and banquet, featuring the
convention’s special guest of
honor, John Marella, Knights
supreme advocate.
For more information, contact
Paul Patricca at 303-933-8479 or at
paulpatricca@comcast.net.
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Local Knights provide ultrasound machines to pregnancy centers, one is mobile
BY DENVER CATHOLIC
REGISTER

Pregnancy centers report
that up to 90 percent of women
considering an abortion chose
life after seeing, through ultrasound imaging, their unborn
child’s image, hearing their
baby’s heartbeat and seeing
their baby’s head and fingers.
To support decisions for life,
in 2009 the Knights of
Columbus Supreme Council
began an ultrasound initiative
in which the Knights fund half
the cost of an ultrasound machine for a crisis pregnancy
center after the local council
has raised money for half of the
machine’s cost.
The Colorado Knights of
Columbus, in partnership
with the Supreme Council,
have now placed four ultrasound machines in crisis
pregnancy centers located in
Aurora, Pueblo, Colorado
Springs and La Junta. They
are actively working with four
additional pro-life pregnancy

PHOTO PROVIDED

AN ULTRASOUND machine Colorado Knights of Columbus donated to Life Network in Colorado Springs is a portable unit
used in a mobile crisis pregnancy center. The mobile clinic can
go to various locations, including rural pregnancy centers.
centers that are close to meeting all medical, civil and legal
requirements to qualify for
providing ultrasound imaging
services to their clients, pro-

Poll indicates strong
majority of Americans
OK abortion restrictions
BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

WASHINGTON—A poll
taken for the Knights of
Columbus and Marist
College in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., indicates a strong majority of Americans continue to want restrictions on
abortion.
According to the poll, 79
percent of those surveyed
said they would not allow
abortion after the first
three months of pregnancy.
And 51 percent said they
would allow abortion only
in cases of rape, incest or to
save the mother’s life—or
not at all.
The poll’s numbers are
almost unchanged from a
similar poll taken two years
ago.
The survey responses
were
released
in
Washington Jan. 23, the
date of this year’s March for
Life.
According to the poll results, 84 percent said they
believe that laws can protect both the life of the unborn and the health and
well-being of women. This
is up from 81 percent from
the 2010 survey.

“Almost four decades
after the Supreme Court’s
decisions in Roe v. Wade
and Doe v. Bolton, which
resulted in the almost totally unrestricted abortion
regime of today, these decisions continue to be out of
step with the vast majority
of Americans,” said a Jan.
23 statement by Carl
Anderson, supreme knight
of
the
Knights
of
Columbus.
“Far from being settled
law, the inadequacy of the
court’s reasoning on abortion in Roe and Doe is readily apparent to most
Americans. Once a survey
moves beyond the labels of
pro-life and pro-choice, we
see a fundamental unity
among Americans in favor
of significant abortion restrictions,” Anderson said.
The abortion questions
were part of a broader survey, the results of which
were released in February.
The telephone survey,
conducted Dec. 15-27, was
based on the responses of
1,053 adults living in the
continental United States.
The results have a margin
of error within plus or
minus 3 percentage points.

gram
organizers
said.
Additionally, assistance is
being provided to several
other pregnancy centers
throughout the state to assist

them as they strive toward the
goal of providing ultrasound
imaging services to abortionminded clients.
When a crisis center meets
eligibility requirements, the
Colorado Knights, through
their council fund-raising activities, individual donations
and in partnership with the
Supreme Council, will provide
a new, current technology ultrasound machine.
“The Colorado Knights are
excited to be working in partnership with The Lighthouse
Pregnancy Center in Denver as
they, under the directorship of
the archdiocese’s Catholic
Charities office, plan to open
for pro-life pregnancy services
in May,” said Mike Beiriger, coordinator
of
the
local
Ultrasound Initiative program.
“As they progress toward meeting all medical and legal requirements to provide ultrasound services, the Knights will
provide them with a new ultrasound machine to positively
influence the hearts and minds

of abortion-prone clients.”
The Lighthouse Pregnancy
Center is located across the
street from Rocky Mountain
Planned Parenthood headquarters, the nation’s second
largest Planned Parenthood facility.
The ultrasound machine donated to Life Network in
Colorado Springs is a portable
unit for use in a mobile crisis
pregnancy center derived from
the renovation of a donated
motor home. The mobile clinic can go to various locations
including rural pregnancy
centers.
“It provides the full range of
services such as pregnancy
testing, ultrasound imaging,
STD (sexually transmitted disease) testing and counseling
services,” Beiriger said.
The Alpha Center in Fort
Collins is also planning to offer
pro-life pregnancy services
with a mobile clinic. Beiriger
said the Knights plan to provide a portable ultrasound unit
for that mobile clinic.

Vatican thanks Knights for restoring
tomb from old St. Peter’s Basilica
BY KRISTIN GOBBERG

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
With help from the Knights of
Columbus, the only papal
tomb transferred from the old
to the new St. Peter’s Basilica
has been restored.
Cardinal Angelo Comastri,
archpriest of St. Peter’s
Basilica and president of the
office responsible for the
basilica’s upkeep, rededicated
the tomb of Pope Innocent
VIII during a brief ceremony
attended by leaders of the
Knights Dec. 5.
The gilded bronze monument created by Antonio del
Pollaiolo in the late 1400s
originally was placed in the
old St. Peter’s Basilica. Work
on the current basilica began
in 1506 and the tomb of Pope
Innocent was placed in the
church in 1621.
Located in the southern
nave of the basilica, the monument contains two figures of
Pope Innocent: one lying on
top of the sarcophagus and
the second sitting on a throne
above the tomb. On the sides,
there are depictions of the
four cardinal virtues: prudence, justice, temperance
and fortitude. The top of the
monument depicts the three
theological virtues: faith, hope
and charity.
Tuccio Sante Guido, the restorer who led the work, told
Catholic News Service, “I approached the monument as

CARDINAL
Angelo
Comastri,
head of the
office that
cares for St.
Peter's
Basilica, and
Carl
Anderson,
supreme
knight of the
Knights of
Columbus,
stand in front
of the restored funeral
monument of
Pope
Innocent VIII
after its presentation in
St. Peter's
Basilica at
the Vatican
Dec. 5.

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

you would approach a sick
person,” taking care to remove the damage of time and
of previous restoration attempts.
Before unveiling the monument, Cardinal Comastri addressed Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson and presented him
with a reproduction of the
tomb’s allegorical figure of
Charity.

“May this gift, deliberately
made for the Knights of
Columbus, be a sign of gratitude of the Fabbrica di San
Pietro for your silent, humble,
and invaluable contribution,”
the cardinal said.
He also presented a frame
bearing Del Pollaiolo’s signature that the restorers had
found.
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Q&A’s
From Page 3

God in the archdiocese. This is the most
inspiring challenge of my life.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: The priesthood is a mystery and a
gift … understood only by God. It is also a
relationship with his people that takes
you to the depths of their soul and the
most intimate aspects of their lives. This
is not trivial. It is a sacred relationship at
the human and spiritual level guided by
the Holy Spirit. Our goal is not to get in
the way of this divine communication. As
a Catholic community, we meet each
other at the most joyful and the most desperate times of our lives—at our personal
and spiritual best, and at our worst. My
only hope is that God’s grace will lead me
to where he wants me to be in each of
these encounters.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: I am an historian, raconteur, teacher,
and lifelong learner—and the grandson of
Colorado pioneers. As a result of my family history and 35 years of a professional
career, community work and Church activities, I have talked, written and taught
on Denver, Colorado, Southwest, and
Western history. In my first summer assignment, Father Jason Thuerauf asked
me to conduct an eight-part series on the
history of the Church in Colorado. These
modules have been useful in a variety of
forums in the past two years.
Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy is
seen as radical, if not impossible. How
have you reconciled the priesthood’s
call to celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: The gift and promise of priestly
celibacy have two fundamental dimensions. By vocation, celibacy is a marriage
to the Church as the living body of Christ.
In practice, it is an all-consuming relationship for which the married life would
be impractical since that, too, is an allconsuming relationship. As such, the demands of the priesthood would not allow
the focus necessary to nurture a healthy
relationship with and priority for a
spouse and children. A split focus could
physically, emotionally, spiritually or intellectually destroy a person.
By consequence, priesthood is a vocation that requires a single life which
morally demands celibacy. Celibacy is a
physical sacrifice in youth, and a sacrifice
of intimate companionship in later years.
God always gives before he asks, and in
love he provides other compensations,
consolations and graces for such sacrifice.
This is a gift to God which I freely embrace in my marriage to the Church
through the sacrament of holy orders.
Q: How do you feel about this step in
your priesthood formation of being ordained to the diaconate?
A: Humble gratitude … overshadowed
by the mercy of God, the compassion of
Jesus, the protection of the Blessed
Mother, and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. I am truly blessed!
Name: Arturo Chagala
Birthdate: April 22,
1983
Where born and
reared: Santiago
Tuxtla, Veracruz,
Mexico
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater

Q: Describe your educational and professional background before entering
formation.
A: I attended elementary (1989-1995),
middle and high school (1995-2001) in
my hometown. After finishing high
school, I entered the Redemptoris Mater
Seminary in Mexico City in 2001 where I
obtained a baccalaureate degree in philosophy in 2004.
Q: What first interested you in the
priesthood?
A: There is a minor seminary in my
hometown named St. Joseph and ever
since I was a child I remember expressing
to my parents the desire to enter the seminary. Seeing the life of service my parish
pastor had interested me. However, as I
grew up that desire became clouded by
other aspirations.
Q: When did you first feel called to the
priesthood?
A: In my childhood. That call was renewed when I was 15. I went to a pilgrimage for youths belonging to the
Neocatechumenal Way (a parish-based
catechumenate) held at the Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in July 1998.
Something unexpected happened to me
as I listened to the preaching being delivered. St. Paul’s words resounded in my
heart: “and He died for all so that those
who live may no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose for
them.” Somehow, Christ called me
through those words.
Q: What ultimately led you to enter the
seminary?
A: The conviction I felt that Christ was
calling me to serve him out of gratitude
for the love and fidelity he has shown me
despite my sinfulness.
Q: Where did you find support for your
call to the priesthood?
A: After that pilgrimage, I started a period of discernment led by a missionary
priest from Venezuela who belonged to
the Diocese of Madrid and catechists
from the Neocatechumenal Way. They
helped me in my spiritual formation
through prayer with the Scriptures, listening to personal experiences among
the group of other young men discerning
the priesthood, and the Eucharist. This
lasted for about three years; it was meaningful and wonderful.
Q: What are you most looking forward
to about the priesthood?
A: To serve the Church in the work of
evangelization through preaching and
the sacraments.
Q: What do you find most daunting
about the priesthood?
A: I think about parents when their
baby cries in the middle of the night
wanting care, how hard it is for them.
That will be the same experience for me
when someone calls in the middle of the
night to go to a hospital, needing the
sacraments of the sick. Just as the parents
of a baby get up to nurture him out of
love, I also hope Christ will give me
strength to do this mission out of love for
him and for the sick and the dying who
are facing the most difficult moments of
their lives.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Running or hiking.
Q: In today’s world, a call to celibacy is
seen as radical, if not impossible. How
have you reconciled the priesthood’s call
to celibacy with this challenging cultural
perspective?
A: Humanly speaking, if relying on
one’s own strength only, celibacy is

See Chagala, Page 8
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Chagala
From Page 7
hard. But I’ve found that a
strong intimacy with Jesus
Christ through prayer and the
sacraments and the directions
of the Church through my superiors are a great help to faithfully serve Christ and the
Church with an undivided
heart.
Q: Can you recall a particular moment when you have
been called to give testimony
to your faith, or more particularly, to your vocation to the
priesthood?
A: I was on an airplane and
an agnostic person was seated
beside me. A conversation
started about religion and I
could see this person was scan-

dalized by God, particularly by
the cross and by suffering. I
told him how God, out of love,
can change everything that
seems dark and difficult into
something marvelous; that
God forgives us always and suffering helps us to turn to him
and to realize that we need
him.
Q: How do you feel about
this step in your priesthood
formation of being ordained to
the diaconate?
A: I feel grateful to Christ because he calls me out of love to
be with him and sends me on a
mission, where the whole of
my life is meaningful.
Name: William
Clemence
Birthdate:
Jan, 10, 1984
Where born
and reared:
Born - Belo
Horizonte, Brazil; Reared - Porto
Alegre, Brazil
Seminary: Redemptoris Mater

Q: Describe your educational
and professional background
before entering formation.
A: I graduated from Leonardo
da Vinci School in Porto Alegre,
Brazil, in 2001.
Q: When did you first feel
called to the priesthood?
A: I first felt called to the
priesthood when I met two missionary seminarians from other
countries preaching the Gospel
with a missionary lay couple in
my parish in Porto Alegre in
1998. I was struck by their joy,
their freedom and the communion among them. I felt God was
calling me to that same vocation, to experience that same joy
and freedom in following Jesus
Christ and announcing the
Gospel in any part of the world.
Hearing the preaching of the

Good News opened my heart
and gave me courage to be open
to this missionary vocation.
Q: What ultimately led you
to enter the seminary?
A: I talked with a missionary
lay couple, who were responsible for evangelization in my
parish, and with my pastor.
They supported me and other
young men through periodic
meetings and liturgies which
were a great help to discern my
vocation and to encourage me
to mature my vocation to follow Jesus Christ, and not to be
afraid to trust in him. Also, the
words of John Paul II in the
World Youth Days in Rome in
2000 and in Toronto in 2002,
confirmed that it was possible
to experience true happiness in
following our Lord. In both
events I felt the Lord was calling me to the priesthood,
through the words of John Paul
II. Coming back to Brazil, after
WYD 2002, the Lord gave me
the grace to quit college, to quit
my job, to leave my family and
my country and to be willing to
follow Jesus Christ by entering
into a missionary seminary in
any part of the world. The joy
and freedom I experienced
then are a memorial of the
goodness of the Lord that I
carry in my heart until this day.
Q: What are you most looking forward to about the
priesthood?
A: I am looking forward to
sharing with others what God
has done in my life. I was a
young man living closed in on
myself, living a selfish life, trying
to have the affection and approval of others, feeling that I
was superior to others, and yet I
experienced crisis and frustration. The Lord sent me missionaries (of the Neocatechumenal
Way, a parish-based catechumenate) who announced the
Gospel to me, the love of God
and the forgiveness of my sins.

Through their announcement,
God gave meaning to my life
and hope for my future. I saw
that God alone can make me
happy. He can bring me to experience true freedom and fullness of life through faith. I believe God is calling me to bring
the Good News to those who are
suffering: struggling in different
ways in our society.
Q: What do you find most
daunting about the priesthood?
A: I realize that the life of a
priest is a constant battle against
the evil one. Looking at the life of
Jesus, he was constantly preaching to the crowds, healing the
sick, casting out demons, being
persecuted, etc. He definitely
did not come to be served, but to
serve and to give his life completely. My challenge is to believe every day that only God
can give me the Holy Spirit, the
one who gives me the strength
and the graces necessary to live
a chaste life, a life of prayer, living in communion with others,
preaching the Gospel, and being
available to any brother who
comes in need. I know that without the Holy Spirit, I can do
nothing.
Q: What is your favorite pastime?
A: Playing soccer and visiting
places around the United
States. I have really enjoyed the
national parks I have been able
to visit.
Q: In today’s world, a call to
celibacy is seen as radical, if
not impossible. How have you
reconciled the priesthood’s
call to celibacy with this challenging cultural perspective?
A: Celibacy is only meaningful if there is real love. Man has
a natural desire to achieve happiness. In Christianity we know
from Jesus Christ that love is
manifested in a total donation
of oneself as a gift to others. A
priest is called to completely
love Jesus Christ and his
Church. In this chaste love he
may experience a greater and
more perfect fulfillment and
happiness, because it is all
about divine love. It is true that
celibacy is often misunderstood. It is also a challenge.
However, it is a powerful sign
that brings heaven and communion with God to today’s
society that seems to forget our
ultimate vocation.
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Faithful rally at state Capitol to support religious liberty
BY NISSA LAPOINT

The national debate on religious liberty made its way to the
steps of the state Capitol
Monday when legislators and
citizens rallied behind a petition
seeking exemption from a federal mandate on insurance coverage of birth control.
A crowd gathered on the west
steps of the Capitol and signed a
petition in support of state
Senate Memorial Bill 12-003 that
will request the U.S. Congress to
adopt and President Barack
Obama to sign into law the
Respect for Rights of Conscience
Act of 2011, a federal bill that
would allow for a greater religious conscience exemption for
Catholic hospitals, universities,
schools and other institutions
from providing free contraceptives and abortion-inducing
drugs contrary to their beliefs.
“All we’re asking for is our
elected officials to do that which
they are sworn to do—uphold
and defend our Constitution,
the First Amendment and our
God-given right of conscience,”
said state Sen. Tim Neville, RJefferson, during the rally.
The memorial bill was originally scheduled for a hearing in
the State, Veterans and Military
Affairs Committee on Monday
after the rally, but the hearing
was postponed.
Jenny Kraska, director of the
Colorado Catholic Conference
public policy organization,
which supports the bill, said it is
her hope “that we will get a fair
hearing at some point.”
Legislators at the rally called
the debate over birth control a
threat to religious freedom,
whereas earlier that day when
Planned Parenthood representatives, activists and other legislators, who gathered at the Capitol
for their own rally in opposition
to the state personhood bill,
casted the debate as an attempt
to threaten women’s health.

Planned Parenthood of the
Rocky Mountains’ president
Vicki Cowart said in a statement
that recent debates about birth
control and women’s access to it
through insurance “undermines
decades of progress.”
During the March 12 rally, legislators said that the debate over
health coverage of birth control
is a battle over the free expression and exercise of religion.
“The left has made this an
issue about women’s reproductive rights and it’s not that issue
at all. The issue is our constitutional rights—our right to practice our religious freedoms as we
see fit,” said state Rep. Marsha
Looper, R-El Paso, who added
that she’s Catholic and a mother.
Many cheered and others held
signs like “equal rights for unborn women” during the rally.
The rally comes in the wake of
ongoing debates about the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services Jan. 20 decision
that religious institutions have a
year to adapt to a health care reform bill’s mandate that their
health insurance provides contraceptive coverage.
Parishioners from St. Dominic
Parish near Colorado Springs attended with their pastor Father
Bill Carmody, who began and
ended the rally with a prayer.
“The reason our country is so
great is because it allows us to
worship You in freedom,” Father
Carmody said in a prayer. “If that
freedom is taken away, almighty
God, we will not be able to worship you as we see fit and our
country will no longer be great.”
Angelika Austin of St.
Dominic, who said she migrated
from Germany, said the federal
mandate is reminiscent of Adolf
Hitler, founder of Germany’s
Nazi party.
“I came to this country for religious freedom,” Austin said.
A handful of senators each
spoke about their support of the
memorial bill and the federal

mandate it seeks to reverse including state Sen. Ted Harvey, RDouglas; Sen. Shawn Mitchell,
R-Broomfield; Sen. Kevin
Lundberg, R-Larimer; and Sen.
Kent Lambert, R-El Paso.
The senators said that opponents of the health care mandate are not opposed to following the government’s laws except when it comes to restricting
religious practices.
“We fully and ungrudgingly
render to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, but under no circumstances will we render to Caesar
what is God’s,” Lambert said.
Another senator said that he
thinks there is a difference in
opinion between advocates and
opponents on the definition of a
“right.”
Mitchell said to the crowd, “…
the right to privacy and family
planning doesn’t involve the
right to force someone else to
pay for your decisions anymore
than the First Amendment,
which guarantees me the right
to read and say what I want, requires anyone to buy me books
or a computer or a printer. That
is not what rights are.”
Following the rally, Grant and
Molly Barrett of Queen of Peace
Parish in Aurora said they would
sign the petition in support of the
state memorial bill. They attended the rally with their six children.
“I don’t know what the (administration’s) agenda is, but the
logic just isn’t there to support
it,” Molly Barrett said.
Opponents of the federal
mandate are also watching the
progress of state Senate Bill 12093 that would require licensed
hospitals to provide notice of
services not provided because of
religious beliefs.
This bill passed the Senate by
a 20-14 vote Feb. 29. It is assigned for a hearing in the house
State, Veterans and Military
Affairs
Committee.
The
Colorado Catholic Conference
opposes this bill.
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ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Bridgetine Healing Rosary: sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
at St. Jude Parish, 9405 W. Florida
Ave., Lakewood.
March 22: 7 p.m.
Adoration and Benediction: every
Friday during Lent at Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish,
2361 E. 78th Ave., Denver.
Benediction follows eucharistic
adoration at 4:30 p.m.
March 23, 30: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Holy Hour for Life: at Shrine of St.
Anne Parish, 7555 Grant Place,
Arvada.
March 23: 7 p.m.
New Spanish Mass: at Mother
Cabrini Shrine, 20189 Cabrini
Blvd., Golden. Held the last
Sunday of every month. Call 303526-0758.
March 25: 2 p.m.
40 Days for Life Masses: in the
parking lot across from Planned
Parenthood, 7155 E. 38th Ave.,
Denver.
March 26: 11:30 a.m.
March 31: 11 a.m.
April 2: 6 p.m.
Vespers: held every Monday night
through April 2 at Notre Dame
Parish, 2190 S. Sheridan Blvd.,
Denver.
March 26: 7 p.m.
Respect Life Holy Hour: at the
Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
April 1: 3 p.m.
English Televised Easter Mass:
celebrated by Bishop James
Conley on Colorado Public
Television channel 12.
April 8: 8 a.m.
Spanish Televised Easter Mass:
celebrated by Msgr. Jorge de Los
Santos on Azteca America
Colorado, Comcast channel 15,
Dish Network or DirectTV channel
27 or digital channel 7.2.
April 8: 8 a.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Order CDs: of recorded Living the
Catholic Faith Conference 2012
speeches and sessions in Spanish
and English for $8 each. Call 303807-1404 or email ncrs4@com
cast.net. Visit the National
Conference Recording Services
website at www.ncrsusa.com for
more information.

40 Days for Life Training: at St.
Thomas More Parish, 8035 S.
Quebec St., Centennial. The director will conduct a sidewalk counseling training session for those
who pray outside Planned
Parenthood. Email margarita
nelson@comcast.net.
Today: 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cultural Cuisine Tasting: and informational meeting about the
pro-life committee at Holy Ghost
Parish, 1900 California St., Denver.
Live entertainment and a chance
to sample foods from different
cultures. Call 303-292-1556.
March 24: 5:30 p.m.
“Late Night Catechism 2”: interactive theater sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus of Summit
County at Silverthorne Pavilion,
400 Blue River Parkway,
Silverthorne. Tickets are $35 in
advance. Call 970-668-0250.
March 24: 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Legion of Mary Annual Acies:
when active and auxiliary members consecrate themselves to
Mary at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver. Bring a dish to
share at the reception afterward.
March 25: 3 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena
Performance: to benefit the
parish held at the Kenneth King
Center on the Auraria Campus,
855 Lawrence Way, Denver.
"Catherine of Siena-A Woman for
Our Times" one-woman act by actress Sister Nancy Murray. Tickets
are $15. Visit www.ahec.edu/king
center or call 303-556-2296 or
303-455-9090.
March 25: 4 p.m.
Catholic Radio’s Spring Pledge
Drive: will begin this month during
which 44 Denver guests will come
on the show including local
priests, seminarians and other
Catholics. Tune in to KPIO 1570 AM
or listen online at http://the
catholicradionetwork .com/crn
denver.html to hear the live event.
March 26-29
Spring Bake Sale and Goods Sale:
at the Little Sisters of the Poor
home, 3629 W. 29th Ave., Denver.
Food, furniture, books and more.
March 30: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
March 31: 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

St., Denver. Tribute to American
music and dance of the ‘20s, ‘50s,
‘90s and present. Cost is $20. For
details, call 720-347-1161.
March 31: 6 p.m.
Franciscan Mystery Players: will
present the “Way of the Cross” at
St. Michael the Archangel Parish,
19099 E. Floyd Ave., Aurora. Call
303-690-6797.
April 1: 7:30 p.m.
Interactive Stations of the Cross:
at Blessed John XXIII University
Parish, 1220 University Ave., Fort
Collins. Join Christ on his journey
through the stations built by
parishioners. Call 970-484-3356.
April 6: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
“What is Christianity?”: panel discussion at the Cardinal Stafford
Library on the JPII Campus, 1300
S. Steele St., Denver. Two professors will address the rationality of
Christian faith through Msgr. Luigi
Giussani’s book “At the Origin of
the Christian Claim.” No cost.
Contact jonathanghaly@gmail.com
for details.
March 22: 7 p.m.
Mental Health Seminar: titled
“Fully Alive: What our Inner
Psychology has to do with God”
by Catholic psychotherapist Kenn
Cramer of St. Raphael Counseling
at Blessed Sacrament Parish,
4900 Montview Blvd., Denver. Call
303-355-7361 for details.
March 22: 7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way: catechesis
began Feb. 2 at St. James Parish,
1311 Oneida St., Denver. Presented
in Spanish every Thursday and
Sunday. Call 303-322-7449.
March 22: 7:30 p.m.
March 25: 5 p.m.
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises: mission and workshop at St. Ignatius
Loyola Parish, 2301 York St.,
Denver. Cost is $25 for both days.
Call 303-628-5996 for details.
March 23: 7 p.m.
March 24: 9 a.m.-noon
Denver 2000 Youth Retreat: for
ages 13-30 at Our Lady of Fatima
School gymnasium, 10530 W. 20th
Ave., Lakewood. Eucharist-centered retreat includes adoration,
music, discussions, confessions
and Mass. Cost is $50. Register by
calling 303-842-7768 or 303-2331283 or email bernadette.whitney
@gmail.com.
March 23 - 25

Holy Family Bake and Craft Sale:
at the parish center, 4380 Utica
St., Denver. Call 303-455-1664.
March 31, April 1: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Neocatechumenal Way Catechesis:
at St. Theresa Parish, 502 Walnut,
Frederick. Held every Monday and
Thursday for eight weeks started
Feb. 27. Call 720-292-8224 for details.
March 26 and 29: 7 p.m.

Fundraiser for Ugandan Children:
at Loyola School, 2350 Gaylord

Neocatechumenal Way: eightweek catechesis began Jan. 30 at

St. Joan of Arc Parish, 12735 W.
58th Ave., Arvada. Open to all
adults and youths 13 and older.
Held Mondays and Thursdays.
Babysitting provided. Call 303455-3288 for details.
March 26 and 29: 7:30 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way: eightweek catechesis began Jan. 30 at
St. Louis Parish, 902 Grant Ave.,
Louisville. Held Mondays and
Thursdays. Call 303-666-6401.
March 26 and 29: 7:30 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way Catechesis:
at Our Lady of Peace Parish, 1311
Third St., Greeley. Held every
Monday and Thursday for eight
weeks started March 5. Call 970353-1747 for details.
March 26 and 29: 7:30 p.m.
Lighthouse Volunteer Training:
about methods of counseling,
referals and helping abortionminded clients. Held at Bonfils
Hall on the JPII Center, 1300 S.
Steele St., Denver. RSVP by March
26 by calling 303-715-3205 or
emailing lynn.grandon@
archden.org.
March 29: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
March 30: 8 a.m.-noon
Endow Lenten Retreat: for men
and women at the JPII Center,
1300 S. Steele St., Denver. Lecture
and discussion on Pope John Paul
II’s encyclical “The Christian
Meaning of Suffering.” Cost is
$80. Register at www.endow
groups.org.
March 31: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
40 Days for Life Campaign: at the
Planned Parenthood Denver, 7155
E. 38th Ave.; Planned Parenthood
Fort Collins, 825 S. Shields St.; the
Boulder Abortion Clinic, 1130
Alpine Ave.; and the Planned
Parenthood in Glenwood Springs,
50923 U.S. Highway 6+24.
Campaign includes prayer and a
public vigil. Contact linda@colo
rado4life.info.
Through April 1

PILGRIMAGES/TOURS
European Tour: with Holy Cross
Church. Nine-day tour will include
visits to England, Germany,
Switzerland, Holland and France.
Cost is $1,542. For information, call
303-457-1997.
May 31 - June 9
Pilgrimage to Italy and Switzerland:
with Father Hermanagild
Jayachandra of St. Martin de Porres
Church. Cost is $3,999 per person.
Email anthony@proximotravel.com or
call 1-855-842-8001 for information.
June 9 - 21
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and the
Tomb of St. Thomas Aquinas: with
Brother Anthony Ariniello at St.
Catherine of Siena Parish. Five men
from the Community of the
Beatitudes will be ordained. Cost is
$1,150 excluding airfare. For information email anthony.
beatitudes@gmail.com.
June 21 - 30
Pilgrimage to Shrines of Poland and
Eastern Europe: led by Father
Marcus Mallick of Sacred Heart of
Mary Church, Boulder. Eleven-day
tour will cost $3,890. Call 303-4947572 or email laura@sacred
heartofmary.com for information.
July 9 - 20
Pilgrimage to Fatima, Spain and
France: with Father Henri
Tshibambe of Our Lady of Fatima
Parish. Tour Fatima, Burgos,
Lourdes, Paris and Lisieux. Cost is
$3,200. Call 720-519-9846.
Sept. 10 - 19
Pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece:
led by Father Reinhold Weissbeck of
St. John the Baptist Church,
Longmont. Visit the seven Asia
Minor churches and the footsteps
of St. Paul. Call 970-353-7500.
Sept. 11 - 26

SCHOOL EVENTS

Priesthood Discernment Retreat:
for men 18 years and older at St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Register online at
www.priest4christ.com.
April 1: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Bishop Machebeuf High School:
“Buffalo Ball” fundraiser at the
National Western Complex, 4655
Humboldt St., Denver. Dinner, auctions and music. Purchase tickets
at www.machebeuf.org.
March 24: 6 p.m.-11 p.m.

Camp Wojtyla: for middle school
and high school students at the
Cal-Wood Education Center, 2282
County Road 87, Jamestown. The
camp is a Catholic program that
gives children the chance to engage in outdoor activites and participate in Mass, adoration and
confession. Deadline to register is
May 7. Cost for middle school students is $420; high school students $649. For information, visit
www.camp-w.com or call 303-5321931.
June 17-22: middle school girls
June 24-29: middle school boys
July 8-15: high school girls
July 21-28: high school boys

St. Mary’s Academy Gala: “Happy
Trails and Cocktails” to benefit its
tuition assistance fund will be held
at the Mile High Station, 2027 W.
Colfax Ave., Denver. Cost is $150
per person. RSVP by April 13. Call
303-783-6227 or email carbo
gast@smanet.org.
April 20: 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
St. Catherine of Siena Fundraiser:
at Regis University's Fieldhouse,
3333 Regis Blvd., Denver. Visit
www.saintcatherine.us or call 303477-8035 for information.
April 21
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Funeral recalls life of soldier
killed in Afghanistan

PHOTO BY JAMES BACA/DCR

THE BODY of Army Staff Sgt. Jordan Bear is carried out of All Saints Church in
Denver following his funeral Mass March 13; followed by his mother Cathleen
Bear (in blue dress) and wife Sarah Bear carrying their 3-month old son Kayden.
BY JULIE FILBY

On March 13, 12 days after Army Staff
Sgt. Jordan Bear, 25, was killed in
Afghanistan, some 400 people gathered
for a funeral Mass at All Saints Parish in
Denver.
As family and friends arrived, they entered the church through a display of 50
American flags held by veterans and motorcycle enthusiasts to demonstrate their
support of Bear’s service to the country.
A crucifix was positioned on top of the
flag-draped casket.
In the homily, Father James Purfield,
pastor at All Saints, indicated this was the
same church where Bear—a Denver native—was baptized, received first
Communion and otherwise formed in
the faith that sustained him.
“In our formation programs instruction is given,” said Father Purfield. “Each
person (that) listens well … develops his
faith and becomes the child of God he
was created to be.
“We are convinced, because of the way
Jordan’s life unfolded, he listened well.”
Bear grew up in southwest Denver, attended Johnson Elementary School,
Kunsmiller Middle School and graduated
from John F. Kennedy High School in
2004. Immediately out of high school, he
enlisted in the U.S. Army.
He was based at Fort Bragg, N.C, 82nd
Airborne Division; assigned to B
Company, 2nd Battalion, 508th
Parachute Infantry Regimen, 4th Brigade
Combat Team. Many fellow soldiers attended his funeral; eight served as pall
bearers.
Major Gen. Rodney O. Anderson,
deputy commanding general of the XVIII
Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, gave a eulogy at the end of Mass.
“Peace and grace to you all!” Anderson
began. “We gather to celebrate the life
and accomplishment of Staff Sgt. Jordan
Logan Bear … husband, father, son,
grandson, cousin, friend, American soldier, non-commissioned officer, infantryman, airborne paratrooper, infantry
squad leader, Afghanistan combat veteran, and a great American.”

He said the Army and the nation will be
forever indebted to Bear for his volunteer
service “in protecting and defending our
constitution.”
“He did his duty, and he did it very
well,” Anderson said.
The general quoted Scripture in recognizing Bear’s service and commitment.
“’No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John
15:13),’” he said. “Jordan laid down his life
for his team, his friends, his unit, and for
our nation. We mourn his death but we
also celebrate the accomplishments of
this remarkable man.”
Since joining the Army September
2004, Bear had been deployed to
Afghanistan three times. His awards included the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart.
In reflections from friends read by
Anderson, Bear was credited for saving
the lives of others when he was killed by
small arms fire at the joint Afghan-NATO
base near the village of Sangesar in
Kandahar Province. When attacked in the
early morning hours Bear tried to help a
fellow soldier when he was hit.
“We honor his service and his sacrifice,” Anderson concluded. “Rest in
peace, my brother.”
Bear is survived by wife Sarah, the couple married last summer; his 3-monthold son Kayden, mother Cathleen Bear,
father Patrick Garrier, grandparents
Logan and Ida Bear, brothers Jacob and
Josh and sister Audra; and many extended relatives.
“He was an honorable man, an outstanding brother to both of us,” said Jacob
following the funeral while waiting with
brother Josh. “He’ll be greatly missed.”
Prior to the funeral, the family—who
has ties to the Ponca, Omaha and
Winnebago tribes—held a four-day
wake in the parish hall at All Saints.
During this time, Bear’s body was attended while a fire burned nearby: a
Native American prayer tradition believed to help him on his journey. The
fire burned until after his burial.
Bear was buried at Fort Logan National
Cemetery.

