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The confessional ‘Light is On for You’
BY NISSA LAPOINT
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Stepping out of the confessional at church after receiving
reconciliation may flood hearts
with joy and give a sense of
buoyancy to some parishioners.
Others describe a feeling of
peace and express gratitude to
the priest who absolves them of
their sins, said Father Terry
Kissell, pastor of St. Michael the
Archangel Parish in Aurora.
“It keeps us close to the Lord
and makes us honest with ourselves, God and someone else,”
Father Kissell said about the
sacrament of penance. “It’s
very renewing and uplifting for
people.”
That healing feeling and
mercy from God will be available at parishes across the
Denver Archdiocese Feb. 29 at
the same time, from 4:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m.
Bishop James Conley, apostolic administrator of the archdiocese, is asking all parishes to
help Catholics rediscover the
sacrament and find peace in
God’s Church through the
campaign called “The Light is
on for You.”
Bishop Conley said he appreciates the sacrament both as a
priest and a penitent.
“I think the sacrament of confession is the best kept secret in
the Catholic Church,” he said.
“As a convert to the Catholic
Church, it was a whole new experience for me. It’s a wonderful
gift of God’s mercy.”
This pastoral initiative, aimed
at increasing awareness and
participation in the sacrament
of penance during the liturgical
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FATHER Andreas Hoeck and Phil Morgan pose in a confessional at the Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception. All parishes in the archdiocese are being encouraged to offer confession from
4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Feb. 29 in an initiative called “The Light is On for You,” which invites Catholics to
avail themselves of God’s love and mercy offered through the sacrament of reconciliation.
season of Lent, began in the
Archdiocese of Washington,
D.C., in 2005. The Archdiocese of
Boston has also started the campaign, he said.
Bishop Conley said the archdiocesan parishes welcome all
Catholics to participate, including those who’ve strayed from
the Church or who haven’t confessed in some time. Many
parishes will also hang banners
outside to show that confession
is available for those who want
forgiveness.
Confession is the means for
Catholics to obtain pardon
from God for sins committed

VALENTINE’S DAY

“It’s … like when you go to the
doctor,” Father Wikarski said.
“You are nervous, but this is necessary. Whenever we experience
healing we will be nervous.”
However, he said, after confession many penitents leave
the confessional feeling better
than when they first entered.
“I’ve never seen a person who
was unhappy after confession,”
Father Wikarski said.
Some parishioners even send
thank you cards, he said.
Younger generations may
not be familiar with the spiritual benefits of confession, he be-

See Confessional, Page 2
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and reconciles them with
Christ’s Church.
The sacrament goes by various names including “confession,” because of the act of disclosing sins to a priest, and the
“sacrament of penance,” because it consecrates a person’s
personal steps toward conversion.
Going to confession is much
like going to a dentist or doctor
appointment, said Father
Tomasz Wikarski, pastor of Our
Lady Mother of the Church in
Commerce City. Only this appointment is with God and it’s
for the healing of the soul.

C. 1868 - 1947 - Feb. 8
As a child this first Sudanese saint was kidnapped
by Arab slave traders. A Muslim owner named her
Bakhita, meaning “lucky”; other owners included
an Arab chieftain and a Turkish general. She endured years of cruelty, even torture, before being
sold to an Italian consul who planned to free her.
He took her to Italy, where she worked as a nanny
for another family. In 1889 she won her freedom in court. She was baptized Josephine, entered the Canossian Sisters and served her order in
Italy for more than 50 years as a cook, seamstress and doorkeeper.

2 l C AT H O L I C L I F E

BISHOP’S COLUMN
MOST REV.

JAMES D. CONLEY

FEBRUARY 8, 2012 l DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

Ross Douthat to address ‘Bad
religion’ in Feb. 23 lecture
BY JULIE FILBY

‘Doers of the word’
spread Jesus Christ
Today, Feb. 8, is the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita—a most
extraordinary woman and remarkable saint.
Josephine Bakhita was born in Darfur (Sudan) in 1869 or
1870. Her family was poor, even for the region, and she lived
her young life in fear for her safety. When she was 9 years old,
Josephine was kidnapped by slave traders. She was sold five
times before she reached the age of 12.
Her life was brutal. She suffered unspeakable violence. She
was beaten mercilessly and bore scars for the rest of her life.
Josephine lived without hope. Hers is the story of human
trafficking.
In 1882, Josephine was purchased by the Italian consul to
Sudan and though still a slave, she was treated with less violence. Eventually she was taken to Italy. While she was there
she encountered the charity of Catholics. Religious sisters
taught her to read. In the hotel where she worked she was treated with dignity. Through the love of Christians Josephine encountered Jesus Christ. Josephine Bakhita was baptized in 1890.
She had come to know love and mercy. On the day of her
baptism, while still a slave, still suffering from pain and poverty,
Josephine said this: “I am … loved and whatever happens to
me—I am awaited by God’s love. And so my life is good.”
St. Josephine Bakhita became a Catholic, a consecrated religious sister and a catechist for children. In the year 2000,
she was canonized a saint by Blessed John Paul II. Josephine
learned about the love and mercy of God because she had
encountered men and women who were disciples of Jesus
Christ—who were “doers of the word, not hearers only.”
The theme of this year’s Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, “Be doers of the word,” encourages us all to do
the same. The dynamic talks and workshops will help each of
us learn to both hear and follow the word of God—to hear
and follow Jesus Christ.
St. Josephine Bakhita fell into slavery because the law in
which she lived was lacking. No government protected her
from falling into slavery. No leader respected her freedom. No
law recognized her basic human dignity.
The United States is also a place in which law is lacking. In
our country, the freedom to exercise religion is under serious
attack. American law stopped recognizing basic human dignity at the time when abortion became a legal practice. None
of us are likely to become slaves—but in the United States,
we are becoming increasingly less free.
“Doers of the word” have a responsibility to build just societies. Each of us, as Catholics, is called to defend religious
freedom and to promote the dignity of the human person.
Each of us is called to help build a culture of goodness—a
culture of life.
Navigating our Catholic responsibilities in the American
landscape is a challenge. But it is a challenge each of us must
undertake. One of the keynote speakers at this year’s Living
the Catholic Faith Conference, Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia, has spent a lifetime working to navigate the
responsibilities of a Catholic in America’s civil government.
Justice Scalia has worked as an attorney general, a federal
judge and for more than 25 years, as a justice of the Supreme
Court.
The issues Justice Scalia has faced—religious freedom,
human dignity and social welfare are precisely the issues that
“doers of the word” must address. They are issues that have
never been more crucial in American history. Justice Scalia will
share with us the ways in which one Catholic has brought his
Catholic identity to bear in the work of building justice.
To be “doers of the word” is to be followers of Jesus Christ. I
pray you will join me, Justice Antonin Scalia and hundreds of
priests, deacons and Colorado Catholics in following after Jesus
Christ at this year’s Living the Catholic Faith Conference.
For more information about the Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, read related story on Page 3.

life has increasingly been taken
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that exist today.
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Confessional
From Page 1
lieves, that has brought the
mercy of God to penitents for
centuries.
In the early era of
Christianity, those who committed grave sins like murder
or adultery performed a public
penance. It wasn’t until the seventh century that Irish missionaries brought private
penance to Europe, much like
what is done today between a
penitent and a priest.
This method of confession
allows for more frequent participation in the sacrament and
ensures that sins told to a priest
remain confidential.
Confession to a priest is essential for this sacrament,
which is prepared for with an
examination of conscience.

THE LIGHT IS ON
FOR YOU
Rediscover the sacrament of
reconciliation and receive forgiveness and reunion with
Jesus Christ.
When: 4:30 p.m. -7 p.m. Feb. 29
Where: Parishes in the Denver
Archdiocese
Information: To find a list of participating parishes and access
resources to help make a good
confession, visit
www.archden.org/light

This can be achieved by prayerfully looking at the morality of
one’s actions, reviewing the Ten
Commandments and considering those times when one
may have omitted to do good.
The archdiocese has a list of
tips and frequently asked ques-

ARCHBISHOP’S
LECTURE SERIES
Speaker: Ross Douthat
Title: “Bad Religion: How We
Became a Nation of Heretics”
When: 7 p.m., Feb. 23
Where: Bonfils Hall, John Paul
II Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver
Sign up: Not required; first
come, first served
Questions: info@archden.org or
call 303-715-3230

Religious Freedom Project at the
Berkley Center for Religion,
Peace and World Affairs; and visiting assistant professor in the
government department of
Georgetown University. Shah
specializes in the relationship
between religion and political
freedom in theory, history and
contemporary practice. He is coauthor of “God’s Century:
Resurgent Religion and Global
Politics.”
The Douthat lecture begins at
7 p.m. in Bonfils Hall on the John
Paul II Center campus at 1300
Steele St. in south Denver. The
event is free, open to the public
and does not require advance
registration.

tions on its website (www.arch
den.org/light) to help those
who want to prepare well to
make a good confession.
The website also has a list of
participating parishes.
The Church describes confession as the strengthening of the
sinner and reestablishment of
their communion with the
Church.
Before all, it’s a means of conversion necessary for entering
into the kingdom of God.
“In this sacrament, the sinner,
placing himself before the merciful judgment of God, anticipates in a certain way the judgment to which he will be subjected at the end of his earthly
life,” according to the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. “In converting to Christ through
penance and faith, the sinner
passes from death to life and
‘does not come into judgment.’”
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Conference to feature ‘Youth Day’ track
BY JULIE FILBY

The Living the Catholic Faith
Conference, coming up March
2-3 in Denver, provides
Catholics of all ages and stages
with resources to help them
live the word of God in their
daily lives.
The event will feature two
days of workshops, Masses, exhibits from Christian vendors
and
organizations,
and
keynote talks headlined by
Justice Antonin Scalia of the
U.S. Supreme Court; Jesuit
Brother Guy Consolmagno,
planetary scientist and curator
of meteorites for the Vatican
Observatory; Chris Stefanick,
director of youth, youth adult
and campus ministry for the
Denver Archdiocese; and John
L. Allen Jr., longtime Vatican
analyst and National Catholic
Reporter senior correspondent.
More than 20 workshops will
cover themes including prayer,
Scripture, confession, engaging
in the public square, marriage
and family life.
Steve Markel, will present a
workshop
“Families
of
Character” based on a program
he co-founded in Denver four
years ago to assist couples with
instilling virtues in day-to-day
family life.
“God wants us to use a natural
means to grow in supernatural
grace,” said Markel. “It’s like a
radio station that broadcasts a
signal—God is broadcasting
grace to us by living natural
virtue … that allows us to grow
in supernatural virtues: faith,
hope and love.”
The presentation, targeting
parents and grandparents with
children up to 12 years old, will
discuss challenges as well as solutions.
“First, families need to understand the challenges they’re facing in our current culture,” he
said. “I’ll talk about some of
those challenges and some of
the solutions.”
To develop virtue, one’s
knowledge must translate to action.
“I could read a lot of books
about virtue, and have a total
understanding of it, but does
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JASON and Crystalina Evert
that mean I’m a more virtuous
person? Not at all,” he said. “The
solution is how to develop those
virtues on an ongoing basis.
“I’ll give people ‘a track to run
on,’” he said.
Markel—husband of 35 years,
father, grandfather, parishioner
of St. Vincent de Paul in Denver,
and former investment management firm executive—has
been involved in bringing parenting programs to families for
nearly 20 years.
“There’s a lot of research that
shows the results of virtuousness lived-well are happiness
and health,” he said. “A family
that is virtuous has a great deal
of unity… they’re happier,
healthier, more productive, successful … (so) they’re not only
helpful to each other, but productive to society.”
Additional workshop presenters include biblical scholars
Thomas Smith, Mary Healy,
Ben Akers and Tim Gray; writers Jennifer Fulwiler and Mark
Shea; Msgr. Bernard Schmitz;
Father John Riley; Jenny Kraska
of the Colorado Catholic
Conference; Father Andrew
Kemberling and Mila Glodava
of St. Thomas More Catholic
Parish in Centennial; and marriage ministers Terri and
Andrew Lyke.
A new feature this year is a
gathering
specifically
for
teenagers on Saturday. “Youth
Day: A Celebration of Faith and
Purity,” for students from eighth
through 12th grade, will consist
of a keynote talk by Catholic
Answers Live radio host Patrick
Coffin titled “Saying ‘yes’ to

God’s plan for your life;” praise
and worship music from the
Matt Miller Band, skits, eucharistic adoration; and a
keynote talk by Jason and
Crystalina Evert: “Romance
without regret: saying ‘yes’ to
real love.”
“So often when young people hear a chastity talk, they expect to hear merely about abstinence—what they can’t do,
what they can’t have, scare tactics and guilt trips,” said Jason
Evert. “But there’s a richness in
the Church’s teachings on sexuality that can’t be reduced to
some list of prohibitions.”
The couple will share different
experiences and perspectives.
“I come from a perspective of
having saved my virginity for
marriage,” said Jason. “And my
wife shares her perspective of
having lost her virginity in high
school and how she started
over.”
He said there’s more to purity
than “technical virginity.”
“I started over in my own
ways,” he said. “It’s not just technical virginity; the standard is
purity, which is your mind,
heart, body, imagination, conversation, your dancing and
your wardrobe.”
The couple, who released
“How To Find Your Soulmate
Without Losing Your Soul” last
year, will address pornography,
modesty, starting over, purity
and how to know how far is too
far. They speak to 100,000 youth
each year.
The conference begins Friday
with Mass celebrated by
Colorado
Springs
Bishop
Michael J. Sheridan. Saturday
commences with Mass celebrated by Bishop James D. Conley,
apostolic administrator of the
archdiocese. Saturday’s line-up
will include presentations in
Spanish.
The conference will be held in
the Wells Fargo Theater at the
Colorado Convention Center at
700 14th St. in Denver. The cost
is $55 for one day and $75 for
two days; prices go up after Feb.
13. The youth day (Saturday
only) costs $15. For more information, visit www.lcfcdenver.
org or call 303-715-3260.

Advice from couple’s 50 years of marriage
BY NISSA LAPOINT

Not a day goes by without
Deacon Milton Webre and his
wife, Beverly, clinking their
wine glasses together—sometimes coffee mugs if it’s the
morning—and saying, “Happy
anniversary.”
“Every day we celebrate our
anniversary,” Beverly said. “It
just happens to be 51 years
(this year). Years is neat but we
are married every day. We toast
each other ‘happy anniversary’

every day and that doesn’t fail.”
The 70-year-old couple
shared lessons learned from
their marriage and memories
of their wedding day while in
their Lakewood home a week
before their Feb. 11 anniversary.
The couple said they’ve
learned a thing or two about
marriage since saying “I do”
more than a half a century ago
in New Orleans at 19 years old.
One of their first pieces of advice to couples is to avoid be-

coming “married singles,” a
term that refers to couples who
are married but live separate
lives.
Truly sharing one’s life with a
spouse, even becoming dependent on the other’s skills, is
of great importance to a successful marriage, said Milton,
who goes by “Mickey.”
As a deacon at Christ on the
Mountain Parish in Lakewood,
Mickey said he and his wife
have helped many couples

See Marriage, Page 8
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FATHER JOHN RILEY

This Lent, learn to
pray from St. Thérèse
“How great is the power of prayer! One could call it a
queen who has at each instant free access to the king and
who is able to obtain whatever she asks.”
When she wrote these lines in 1897, Sister Thérèse of the
Child Jesus and the Holy Face was a quiet and unassuming
nun in an insignificant Carmelite monastery in France. A few
months later, at the age of
24, she would die of tuberculosis, and would be laid to
SPIRITUALITY OF
rest—known only to a few
ST. THÉRÈSE OF
outside her community of
LISIEUX
nuns in Lisieux.
About a year after her
What: Free
death, a letter from Sister
lecture
seThérèse to one of her relaries led by
tives and two manuscripts,
Fr. John
which she had written
Riley
under obedience to her suWhen: 7
periors in the monastery,
p.m.-8:15
were edited and published
p.m.
in a short book called
Mondays, Feb. 27-March 26
“Histoire d’une Ame” (“The
Story of a Soul”). The young Where: Carmel of the Holy
Carmelite nun’s revolutionSpirit Monastery, 6138 S.
ary idea that simple and orGallup St., Littleton
dinary people are able—and To register: send email to jjriley
in fact are called—to deep
61@gmail.com or call 303-937prayer to seek and attain the 4420 ext. 111 by Feb. 17
heights of sanctity in this
life, attracted thousands,
then millions to learn about her “Little Way.”
Within a few years, Pope St. Pius X called her the “greatest
saint of modern times.” His successor, Pope Benedict XV,
worked to further her cause and observed, “In spiritual childhood is the secret of sanctity for all the faithful of the Catholic
world.”
Pope Pius XI called Thérèse the “star of his pontificate” and
(ironically) named this cloistered Carmelite the “principal patroness of the missions.” The “Little Flower” was canonized a
saint in 1925 before 500,000 pilgrims gathered at St. Peter’s
Square, and in 1997 Pope John Paul II declared, “With certain
knowledge and after lengthy reflection, with the fullness of
our apostolic authority we declare St. Thérèse of the Child
Jesus and the Holy Face, virgin, to be a doctor of the universal
Church.”
The average Catholic might be surprised to learn that
Thérèse had great difficulty in her prayer life. When she tried
to pray after Mass she tended to fall asleep. She confessed to
her sisters: “I am ashamed to admit it … recitation of the
rosary is far more difficult for me than the wearing of an instrument of penance. … I force myself in vain to meditate on
the mysteries of the rosary; I don’t succeed in fixing my mind
on them.” She also admitted: “I do not have the courage to
force myself to search out beautiful prayers in books. There
are so many of them it really gives me a headache!” Yet St.
Thérèse never gave up in her search for Jesus Christ in
prayer—and she prevailed.
Many of us have tried—some for many years—to cultivate
a deep life of prayer and we feel like failures. Our daily lives
are inundated with noise, crowds, hurry and anxiety.
Attempts at prayer seem dry, distracted and fruitless. Our
newest doctor of the Church, St. Thérèse of Lisieux, is a great
teacher and example for those who desire to pray more faithfully, and who may be discouraged by their apparent lack of
progress.
From 7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. on Monday evenings during Lent
(Feb. 27-March 26), the Discalced Carmelite nuns in Littleton
will host a series of six lectures on the “Spirituality of St.
Thérèse of Lisieux.” Using “The Story of a Soul” as our text,

See Riley, Page 4
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

Vatican III? Where?
There are many good arguments against quickly convening a
Third Vatican Council—a notion beloved of Catholics who occupy the portside cabins on the Barque of Peter.
The most obvious is that Catholicism has barely begun to
digest the teaching of Vatican II on the nature of the Church,
the universal call to holiness, and the reform of the episcopate, the priesthood, consecrated life, and the lay vocation in
the world. Until the dramatic change in Catholic self-understanding that Vatican II mandated is fully internalized and
implemented—until the Church understands itself as a mission, not as an institution that has a mission (as one among
many things it does)—there seems little sense in convening
Vatican III.
One might also argue that another ecumenical council would
be a distraction from the evangelical mission to which Vatican
II called the Church, and especially the Church’s bishops. As it
is, bishops spend far too much of their time in meetings. Would
the preaching of the Gospel, which, according to Vatican II, is
the first responsibility of bishops, be advanced by gathering the
entire world episcopate into a global mega-meeting for three or
four months of the year, over a period of years?
Then there’s the question of resources. Any Vatican III
would cost vast sums of money: would such an expenditure
be the best use of the Church’s resources? (As Father John
O’Malley reports in “What Happened at Vatican II?,” one of
the reasons Pope Paul VI was determined to conclude Vatican
II in December 1965 was that the Council was simply costing
too much.)
These are all good reasons why a general council would be a
bad idea for the foreseeable future. But there’s another issue
here, one that raises an intriguing question about any future
council, no matter when it’s convened: Where could Vatican III
(or Lateran VI, or Trent II, or Lyons III, or whatever-the-futurecouncil-is called) possibly be held?
Vatican I (1869-70) met in one transept of St. Peter’s, because
there were only 737 bishops attending. Some 2,800 bishops
participated in the four sessions of Vatican II, which met in the
fall months of 1962, 1963, 1964 and 1965, although at any one
session there were between 2,000 and 2,500 bishops present—
and they filled the entire, vast nave of St. Peter’s, seated on
bleachers built high above the basilica’s marble floor. Add the
ecumenical observers, the Council periti (advisers), and other
functionaries with access to the Council aula (as the reconfigured basilica was called), and St. Peter’s was packed full.
But today? At the end of 2009, the last year for which complete Church statistics are available, there were 5,065 Catholic
bishops in the world. A general or “ecumenical” council is, by
definition, one in which all bishops have the right to participate
(Canon 339). Where would this throng of over 5,000 bishops, literally twice the size of the episcopate that attended the most
jam-packed session of Vatican II, meet? It certainly couldn’t
meet at St. Peter’s, or at any of the other Roman basilicas.
Indeed, is there a Catholic church in the world that could readily accommodate more than 5,000 bishops, their advisors, the
ecumenical observers, and all the others who would rightly
claim at least some place in a council hall?
One wag to whom I mentioned this conundrum spoke of a
future council as “Metroplex I,” with the Council Fathers, the
observers, the advisers, the translators, and all the rest of the
apparatus meeting in Cowboys Stadium, graciously donated for
the occasion by Jerry Jones. Bad jokes aside, however, the fact
that the world episcopate has doubled in number over the past
50 years raises important questions for the future. How can this
large a body function as the episcopal “college” of Vatican II’s
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church? Is it possible to imagine
a “virtual council,” or some other technological mechanism
that would allow the world episcopate to meet as a whole?
There’s far more, literally, to any future council than typically
meets the eye.
George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

BY JAMES CAVANAGH

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary
Time: Feb. 12
Scripture readings:
• Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
• Psalm 32:1, 2, 5, 11
• 1 Corinthians 10:31 – 11:1
• Mark 1:40-45
Overview: In ancient times
leprosy was not just a physical
problem requiring medical attention; it was a spiritual disease
that cut people off from God and
the community. Leprosy made
a person ritually unclean and
therefore unfit to participate in
worship. It was believed to be
highly contagious and so the
leper was separated from the
community and had to “dwell
apart, making his abode outside
the camp” (Lev 13:46). The first
reading thus sets the stage for
this week’s Gospel. Because lepers were considered unclean, a
priest had to determine whether
they could return to the community. That’s why Jesus said,
“Show yourself to the priest.”
The real tragedy of leprosy was
not so much the physical disease, bad as that was, but separation from God’s family.
The background of the second reading involves Paul’s discussion about eating food sacrificed in pagan temples. Some

Christians had scruples about
eating such food while others
didn’t. Paul doesn’t want this to
become a source of conflict and
so he explains that it’s not the
food itself that’s the problem
(after all, the pagan gods don’t
exist) but the effect that eating
such food might have on other
members of the Church. Love
for one’s neighbor must be the
guiding principle. “Do everything for the glory of God,” he
says “and avoid giving offense.”
It may seem rather odd that
Jesus tells the man healed from
leprosy not to say anything. But
Jesus knew that once his identity became public knowledge,
the authorities would quickly
move against him, thwarting
his mission. He tells the man to
be quiet because his time had
not yet come. One of the distinctive things about Mark’s
Gospel is that the healings and
miracles all point to the Cross.
It is there where Jesus’ identity
is fully revealed and where the
miracles find their meaning,
and so at the end of the Gospel
the Roman centurion declares,
“Truly, this man was the Son of
God!”
Key verse: “Moved with pity,
he stretched out his hand and
touched him” (Mark 1:41).
Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “Christ’s compassion
toward the sick and his many

healings of every kind of infirmity are a resplendent sign that
‘God has visited his people’ and
that the kingdom of God is close
at hand. Jesus has the power not
only to heal, but also to forgive
sins; he has come to heal the
whole man, soul and body; he is
the physician the sick have need
of” (Nos. 1502-3).
Pope Benedict XVI: “The root
of man’s wretchedness is loneliness, the absence of love—the
fact that my existence is not
embraced by a love that makes
it necessary. What man needs is
a communion that goes beyond that of the collective; a
unity that reaches deep into
the heart of man and endures
even in death” (“Principles of
Catholic Theology”).
Application: The worst kind
of suffering isn’t physical, but
spiritual and emotional; it’s
being cut off from God and
other people. The sacraments
of healing—confession and
anointing of the sick—address
the problem of human suffering at its root. God’s will is healing and wholeness. Suffering
and death are symptoms of our
fallen condition, which entered
the world “through the devil’s
envy.” (Wis 2:24). In response
to those who question the ways
of God and wonder why he allows suffering, the answer is
simple: Jesus Christ.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Beautiful baby
Thank you so much for the
beautiful illustration depicting an unborn child in the
womb that you all featured on
the cover of the Jan. 18 edition
of the Denver Catholic
Register. As soon as I opened
the paper up, my 18-monthold daughter came sprinting
across the kitchen floor saying, “Baby! Baby! Baby!” and

Riley
From Page 3
we’ll learn from Thérèse’s
struggles and her successes
how to cultivate a good, holy,
balanced life of prayer while

insisted on holding the paper
in her hands. She was mesmerized by the picture! Please
keep printing beautiful pictures of babies in the womb so
that we can continue to teach
our children about the precious gift of human life.
Christy Hilz
Thornton

living in the world.
The course is free of charge,
but due to limited seating, registration is necessary. Carmel
of the Holy Spirit Monastery is
located at 6138 S. Gallup St. To
register by the Feb. 17 deadline, email Father Riley at jjri-

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Letters should be no more than 250 words
and should include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. We rely on our
readers to recognize that the opinions expressed in letters to the editor are those of
the author and are not necessarily those of
the Archdiocese of Denver. Letters containing plainly misstated facts, misinformation
or libelous statements will not be printed.
Unsigned letters will not be printed. Letters
may be edited. Send letters to: Editor,
Denver Catholic Register, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver, CO 80210 or fax to 303-715-2045.
E-mail us at: editor@archden.org.

ley61@gmail.com, or call 303937-4420 ext. 111.
Father John Riley is a Third
Order Carmelite who is currently serving as chaplain and
professor at the Augustine
Institute.

BISHOP CONLEY’S SCHEDULE
Feb. 8: Mass and Rite of Candidacy for the Diaconate and Priesthood, Blessed John XXIII National Seminary,
Weston, Mass.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS
Rev. Peter Dinh, appointed parochial vicar at Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora, Colo., effective Feb. 1, 2012, for
a three-year period.

The following assignment by Rev. David Nicgorski, O.M.V., provincial, Oblates of the Virgin Mary, Boston,
Mass., is confirmed by Most Rev. James D. Conley, apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. Robert Barron, O.M.V., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective immediately, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will serve as a spiritual director at St. John Vianney
Theological Seminary and will be in residence at Holy Ghost Parish, Denver.

The following assignment by Very Rev. Charles Polifka, O.F.M. Cap., provincial minister, the Capuchin
Franciscans, is confirmed by Most Rev. James D. Conley, apostolic administrator for Denver.
Rev. Parapully Sojan, O.F.M. Cap., granted presbyteral faculties of the Archdiocese of Denver, effective Feb. 7,
2012, until his ministry in the archdiocese is completed. He will be in residence at San Damiano Friary, Denver.
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ASK AN APOLOGIST

Q: Did the star that
led the Magi to
Christ really exist,
or is it just pious
fiction?
A: It’s important first to address the question of interpretation. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church tells us “to interpret Scripture correctly, the
reader must be attentive to
what the human authors truly
wanted to affirm and to what
God wanted to reveal to us by
their words. In order to discover the sacred authors’ intention, the reader must take
into account the conditions of
their time and culture, the literary genres in use at that
time, and the modes of feeling, speaking, and narrating
then current” (Nos.109, 110).
We, however, are conditioned
to analyze everything through
a modern, secular, scientific
filter. This creates problems
when we try to understand
Scripture and the world of the
Bible because it fails to take
into account the author’s intention, his world view and
culture. A number of theories
have been put forward to explain the star from a scientific

point of view. One theory links peared at his birth. More sigthe star of Bethlehem to a nificantly, the star was a mesconjunction of Jupiter (king of sianic sign, fulfilling Numbers
the cosmic pantheon) and 24:17: “A star shall come forth
Regulus (the brightest
out of Jacob, and a
star and “ruler” in the
scepter shall rise out
constellation Leo).
of Israel.” The moveThe Magi, who were
ment of the star is cuprobably astrologers,
rious. In ancient
connected this “regal”
times, angels were
conjunction with cerrepresented by stars
tain prophesies in
(Rev 1:20) hence the
Scriptures and constar “led” the Magi to
JAMES
cluded that a king of
the Christ child.
CAVANAGH
the Jews was soon to
Whatever the natural
be born. As interesting as such explanation is for the star of
theories are, they miss the Bethlehem, its real signifipoint. The star is theologically cance lies in what it tells us
important. In the world of the about Christ.
Bible nature was full of meaning: “charged with the
Apologist James Cavanagh is
grandeur of God” as Gerard director of Evangelization and
Manley Hopkins put it. Stars Catechesis for metro-area
were especially significant. parishes of the Denver
The star of Bethlehem reflects Archdiocese and author of the
the common belief at the time Denver Catholic Register’s
that every person was repre- weekly Breaking Open the
sented by a star, which ap- Word Scripture reflection.
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Machebeuf beats Holy Family 64-58

PHOTO BY ROBERT LYNN/DCR

HOLY FAMILY
High School’s
Ryan Willis
drives toward
the basket
during Bishop
Machebeuf
High School’s
64-58 victory
Feb. 4 during
Catholic
Schools Week
at Machebeuf.
The two teams
are tied in the
Metropolitan
League
Conference.

Educators mark 35, 30 years service
BY DENVER CATHOLIC REGISTER

35 YEARS
Sister Marie Dolores Bland, C.S.J.
Holy Family High School, Broomfield
Communication can be difficult, and
in the melting pot of cultures that makes
up America, it’s an important skill to be
able to connect with others through a
second language, said Sister Marie
Dolores Bland, Spanish teacher at Holy
Family High School in Broomfield.
“It’s a real necessity,” said Sister Bland, a
member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet.
A Missouri-native, Sister Bland received a master’s degree in Latin from St.
Louis University in 1963. She also studied
Spanish and most enjoyed her time at the
Middlebury School of Languages in
Vermont.
She has since spread her love of language to children across the country and
to high school students in the Denver
Archdiocese for 35 years. Her greatest joy
has always been the students, she said.

30 YEARS
Mary Kolbach
St. Mary’s Academy, Englewood
Mary Kolbach, associate athletic director and chair of the physical education department at St. Mary’s Academy in
Englewood, has been teaching and
coaching for 34 years overall: 30 at St.
Mary’s. Kolbach has coached lacrosse,
volleyball and soccer; and taken six different teams to state playoffs in basketball.

Kolbach encourages a “healthy, competitive atmosphere on the playing field” and
instills sportsmanship and respect among
students. She holds a bachelor of science
degree from the University of Wisconsin.

Robyn Nason

Holy Family High School, Broomfield
Robyn Nason began her service in the
Denver Archdiocese in 1982 after teaching for five years in California. She currently teaches math and computer science at Holy Family High School in
Broomfield; and chairs the departments
as well. Her first job with the archdiocese
was teaching seventh- and eighthgraders at Holy Family Grade School for
three years. She loves seeing “students
learn and grow in their knowledge of
math” and appreciates seeing the “light
bulbs” turn on in their minds. Nason
holds a bachelor of science degree from
the University of San Francisco.

Robyn Whelan

St. Mary School, Littleton
Robyn Whelan is currently a second
grade teacher at St. Mary School in
Littleton, where she’s taught for 14years.
Prior to that, she taught first grade at Our
Lady of Fatima School in Lakewood for 16
years, after teaching for one year in New
York. Whelan is grateful for the perspective her students provide: “Teaching has
taught me to see life through the eyes of a
child. It is such a joy to watch them reach
their potential and recognize the unique
gifts that God has given them.” She holds
a bachelor of science degree from the
State University of New York.
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Komen reverses decision, reinstates
grants to Planned Parenthood
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

DALLAS (CNS)—The Feb. 3 decision by
Susan G. Komen for the Cure to reinstate
grants to Planned Parenthood affiliates
for breast cancer screenings was the result of a “vicious attack” on the organization, said a pro-life leader.
Pro-life leaders hailed Komen’s announcement Jan. 31 that it would no
longer give grants to Planned Parenthood,
but it sparked a maelstrom of negative reaction and an online petition asking the
group to reverse its decision.
“I am troubled that the Komen foundation has come under such heavy fire for
their recent decision to tighten and focus
their
funding
guidelines,”
said
Charmaine Yoest, president and CEO of
Americans United for Life.
“This week we have all been witness to
highly partisan attacks from pro-abortion
advocates and an ugly and disgraceful
shakedown that highlights Planned
Parenthood’s willingness to pursue a
scorched-earth strategy to force compliance with their pro-abortion agenda,”
she said in a statement.
Yoest also noted that Komen donors
are “now confused about their association with the nation’s largest abortion
provider.”
A statement from Komen’s founder and
CEO Nancy Brinker posted on the Dallasbased organization’s website Feb. 3 apologized to the American public “for recent
decisions that cast doubt upon our commitment to our mission of saving
women’s lives.”
Brinker said the reaction to the decision to discontinue the funding was
“deeply unsettling for our supporters,
partners and friends and all of us at Susan
G. Komen. We have been distressed at the
presumption that the changes made to
our funding criteria were done for political reasons or to specifically penalize
Planned Parenthood. They were not.”
She also noted that Komen had
planned to stop funding grant applications made by organizations under investigation but that it will “amend the criteria
to make clear that disqualifying investigations must be criminal and conclusive in
nature and not political.”
Planned Parenthood is currently the
focus of an investigation by U.S. Rep. Cliff
Stearns, R-Fla., to see whether the organization used federal funds to pay for abor-

tions, which would be illegal. Stearns is
chairman of the House Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigations.
Komen raises millions annually for the
detection, treatment and research of
breast cancer. One of its signature events
is the annual Race for the Cure held in
communities around the country.
Planned Parenthood, which provides
abortions, also offers free breast exams
and mammograms, considered key to
early detection of breast cancer. The
Komen foundation over the years has
said that it intended its contributions go
toward these exams but could not control
how funds were allocated at Planned
Parenthood.
Leslie Aun, a spokeswoman for Komen,
told The Associated Press Feb. 1 that the
organization’s decision to end its relationship with Planned Parenthood was based
on a new policy that says grants cannot
be given to organizations that are being
investigated by government authorities,
whether it is at the state, local or federal
level.
In the new statement, Brinker said the
group’s goal in the grant process “is to
support women and families in the fight
against breast cancer. Amending our criteria will ensure that politics has no place
in our grant process. We will continue to
fund existing grants, including those of
Planned Parenthood, and preserve their
eligibility to apply for future grants, while
maintaining the ability of our affiliates to
make funding decisions that meet the
needs of their communities.”
She also added that the organization
hopes everyone involved will be able “to
pause, slow down and reflect on how
grants can most effectively and directly
be administered without controversies
that hurt the cause of women. We urge
everyone who has participated in this
conversation across the country over the
last few days to help us move past this
issue. We do not want our mission
marred or affected by politics—anyone’s
politics.”
In a letter to Congress last April urging
lawmakers to exclude from the federal
budget any funding for Planned
Parenthood or its affiliates, Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston
called the federation “by far the largest
provider and promoter of abortions nationwide.”
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Marriage
From Page 3
preparing for marriage learn to
avoid culture’s push for living
independently.
“Many couples today are
married singles before they
even get married,” Beverly said.
In their own marriage, she
said she has relied on Mickey to
provide for her and their nowgrown daughters. His budgeting skills enabled them to purchase what they needed and
send their three daughters to
Catholic school, she said.
“It’s budgeting that always
did it,” she said. “You don’t
spend it before you have it and
God has provided.”
Looking back on their marriage, Mickey said he relied on
Beverly for many talents, and

PHOTO PROVIDED

DEACON Milton and Beverly
Webre
said she was the driving force
behind their move to Denver
six years ago.
They grew up in Catholic fam-

ilies in New Orleans and met at
Redemptorist High School in
Baton Rouge, where they became high-school sweethearts,
Beverly said.
They graduated at 17 years old
and two years later they married
at St. Matthew the Apostle
Church in New Orleans.
“I can’t say we felt pushed,”
Beverly said. “It was a very pleasant experience for us. Not all
teenage marriages fail.”
Pulling out their wedding
album, Beverly, who wore silver
fleur-de-lis earrings, pointed to a
photo of Mickey and said, “Isn’t
he cute? Mickey looked younger
than the altar server.”
Three years after their wedding, the couple were caring for
three children and bought their
first home for $11,000, she said.
They lived in the same house
for more than 40 years while
Mickey worked as an electrical
engineer and Beverly became a
teacher.
Over the years, they learned to
share themselves, which is what
makes a couple grow, she said.
As a father, Beverly said
Mickey always cared for their
daughters.
“We joked one time that if the
pope came for dinner and one of
the girls needed to talk to dad, he
would be there,” Beverly said.
“He’s still that kind of a dad
today.”
Being there for others requires
that couples first nurture their
marriage, she said.
“Before you can have the
overflow, you’ve got to start filling the bottle yourself,” Mickey
said about marriage.
They later became involved in
Marriage Encounter and facilitated weekends with couples for
12 years. Today they assist couples with marriage preparation.
Through their own marriage
and experiences with marriage
guidance, they’ve learned to address issues before they build
up, Mickey said.
The little daily irritations done
unknowingly—perhaps not listening to the other completely—
require forgiveness, Beverly said.
But if issues build up and go
unaddressed, they recommend
seeking help.
“Don’t be too proud,” Mickey
said about finding marriage
counseling.
The first step is to admit that
there is a problem in the marriage, then recognize that each
person is a part of that problem
before seeking marriage assistance, he said.
In all their years together and
in advice they give others, the
Webres said marriage is about
building the kingdom of God together.
“One day I’m going to see God
face to face,” Beverly said. “The
first thing he’s going to ask me is,
‘Did you take care of that gift
(spouse) I sent to you? How did
you treat that gift?’
“That’s what I have to answer,”
she said. “He has to answer the
same thing.”
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It’s tax time
BY THOMAS E. ZORDANI

Preparing your taxes—the
thought can make one wince.
It’s like getting ready to see the
dentist for a root canal (no offense intended to dentists or
their trade). However, Scripture
does say “render unto Caesar
what is Caesar’s.” Paying taxes is
a necessary un-pleasantry. That
said, we should prepare them
well, because Scripture also
says, “for a person is a slave of
whatever overcomes him” (2 Pt
2:19b). It is wise to avoid being a
slave to anything, except being a
slave to Christ!
This column will offer some
food for thought in your task of
preparing your taxes so that you
will not be “overcome,” so that
you are able to keep more of the
fruit of your labor, and as a steward, that you may better use the
resources you have been blessed
with.
Understand we’ll be taking a

wide view of what “preparing”
means.
Perhaps you have discovered
or will discover soon enough
that you didn’t do your best job
preparing for this year’s taxes. In
that case, learn from your mistake (as Proverbs 10:17 states)
and commit to doing better next
year.
In preparing your taxes there
is the actual end-step of sitting
down and pouring through
statements, receipts and forms
to organize them in such a way
that they are useful for the task
at hand (whether you’re doing
your own taxes or having a professional prepare them). This
means you must first have the
statements, receipts and forms
to pour through, and have some
system to file and store them in
an orderly and logical manner;
such as a container, box or folders. If you wish to avoid potential future problems with
“Caesar,” it’s necessary to keep
the documents for any deductions you have claimed for at
least the last seven years.

FAITH FINANCES
WORKSHOP
Presenter: Thomas Zordani
When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. March 17,
Bonfils Hall at the John Paul II
Center, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver
Cost: free and open to the public
Register: To register, call 7200273-5851 or email tom@faith
finances.net

Now, a brief comment to
those who look at filing taxes as
a good thing because they usually receive a refund: receiving a
refund is not a good thing! It
means you have “over-rendered” your taxes. You are allowing Caesar to use your money for
free! Additionally, in these times
of budget and debt crises, is it
wise to let Caesar (local, state or
federal) decide if, and when, you
will receive your tax refund
(money that you have “over-rendered”)? If you don’t think this
will or can happen, just talk to

the people in the states of Illinois
and California.
I’m an advocate for rendering
unto Caesar his just due—but
the least amount that I am legitimately required to render. This,
too, brings me to the point of
taking a much wider view of
“preparing.” Proper preparation
involves wisdom and contemplation, diligence and discipline
in your daily actions. Do the
daily decisions you make with
your money really reflect good
stewardship? For instance, do
you have debt?
Credit card
debt, student loan debt and
most other debt, including the
interest on that debt, is not tax
deductable. Proverbs 22:7 tells
us “the borrower is the slave to
the lender.” So why have debt?
(Remember 2 Peter 2:19? A person is a slave of whatever overcomes him?) Are you overcome
with debt?
I’ve had discussions with people about whether it’s wise overall to pay off one’s mortgage and
give up one’s mortgage deduction. One family was going to

spend about $8,000 on mortgage interest for the year to gain
approximately a $2,500 tax
break. Does that make financial
sense? Once I showed them the
numbers, the decision was clear.
If you are going to give away
$8,000, give it to the Church, give
it to the poor! You will still receive the $2,500 tax break, but
which decision best serves God’s
kingdom?
Finally, business owners and
others shouldn’t overlook items
such as cell phones, phone and
Internet services, mileage, computers and computer software,
office supplies, etc., which can
become potential tax deductions. It is always wise to consult
with a professional regarding
these matters.
So don’t be overcome, enjoy
the fruits of your labor and manage your resources better each
and every day, by being prepared. Go, therefore, and prepare your taxes!
Thomas Zordani is founder of
Faith Finances, a Catholic Biblebased personal finance company.
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Bulletin Board
Please submit events 10 days prior to the desired publication date. Mail, fax, or e-mail:
Denver Catholic Register, Bulletin Board, 1300 S. Steele St., Denver, CO 80210;
fax 303-715-2045; Bulletin.Board@archden.org. There is no guarantee of publication.
For more events, visit www.archden.org/events.

ADORATION/MASSES/ROSARIES
Holy Hour for Marriage: at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, 1530
Logan St., Denver.
Feb. 11: 2 p.m. - 3p.m.
Holy Hour for Peace: at St. Dominic Parish’s
chapel at 2901 Grove St., Denver.
Feb. 15: 7 p.m.

GATHERINGS/FUNDRAISERS
Denver Chesterton Society Meeting: at the
Cardinal Stafford Library, 1300 S. Steele St.,
Denver. Discussion on the last few chapters of
Chesterton’s “The Poet and the Lunatics.”
Call 303-963-6353.
Feb. 13: 7:15 p.m.
Spring Charitable Event: sponsored by Christ
in the City, a program that trains young adults
to become missionaries, at St. Thomas More
Catholic Church, 8035 S. Quebec St.,
Centennial. Speakers Tim Gray and Jonathan
Reyes will address “What can I do for the
poor this Lent?” RSVP at
info@christinthecitymissionaries.com.
Feb. 16: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Annual Dinner and Auction: titled "Una Notte
da Ricordare-Escape to Italy" to benefit Sts.
Peter and Paul School at the Sons of Italy
Lodge, 5925 W. 32nd Ave., Wheat Ridge.
Tickets are $50 per person. Call 720-3669262.
Feb. 18
Mardi Gras Dinner and Dance: with the
Knights of Peter Claver and the ladies auxiliary at the Kamsy Event Center, 10190
Montview Blvd., Aurora. Cost is $25. Call 303322-1119 for details.
Feb. 18: 7 p.m.

RETREATS/SEMINARS
“Humanae Vitae” Seminar: about this encyclical on Christian marriage and the sanctity of
life at the John Paul II Center, 1300 S. Steele
St., Denver. Register at www.endow
groups.org or call 303-715-3224.
Feb. 12: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Catholics Coming Home Sessions: continues
for those seeking spiritual support at Our
Lady of Fatima Parish, 1985 Miller St.,
Lakewood. Call 303-233-1283 ext. 347.
Feb. 12: 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Neocatechumenal Way: eight-week catechesis
began Jan. 30 at St. Louis Parish, 902 Grant
Ave., Louisville. Held Mondays and Thursdays.
Call 303-666-6401 for details.
Feb. 13 and Feb. 16: 7:30 p.m.
Franciscan Contemplation: with the Poor
Clares held at St. Patrick Mission Church,
3325 N. Pecos, Denver. Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
For details call 303-988-0771.
Feb. 14: 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Purity and Faith Presentation: for parents at
Christ the King Parish, 830 Elm St., Denver.
Talk led by Jason Evert. To RSVP, call 720402-7745 or email ym4pillars@aol.com.
Feb. 15: 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Capuchin Vocation Discernment Retreat: for
men ages 18-40 at Mother Cabrini Shrine,
20189 Cabrini Blvd., Golden. To register, call
303-981-1111 or email johnclager@aol.com.
Feb. 17-19

SCHOOL EVENTS
Annual Mardi Gras Dinner: benefiting Mullen
High School at the Grand Hyatt Denver, 750
Welton Street. Tickets are $100. Visit
www.mullenhigh.com for details.
Feb. 11: 5:30 p.m.
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